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V.S 

TO  THE  MEMORY 

OF 

LEONARD  COVINGTON, 

WHO  “FELL  WHERE  HE  FOUGHT  AT  THE  HEAD  OF  HIS  MEN,' 

AT  WILLIAMSBURG,  IN  CANADA ; 

AND 

WILLIAM  BURROWS; 

lieutenant  in  tije  i9abp: 

"Hie  conqueror  of  the  Boxer  ; who,  mortally  wounded,  entreated 
“that  the  Flag  should  wave  while  he  lived’’ — 

THE  FIFTH  VOLUME  OF  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER 

IS  MOURNFULLY, 

BUT  RESPECTFULLY,  DEDICATED 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

WJSACS  TO  THE  JtfJULSOF  THE'HEROliS;  FOR  THEIR  DE&DS  WERE  GREAT  IN  THE  FIGHT.1- 


tP  ft§ 


A.  ! Canton  200  , 

Address  to  gentlemen  ol  the  bar  4 Canlen,  captain  / 

Adjutants  generals  orders  4H  424  Catholics  of  Ireland  2->4: 

Agnes,  die  cartel  13,Caril>agena  , 336; 

Allen,  itrilist*  consul  4 . Cobbeit  on  the  Swedish  treaty 

.Allen,  captain  117  135  140 1 5* — on  the  slate  of  the 

Alligator,  the  U.  S.  sclir.  , 400  f press  168  j 

American  prizes  in  almost  eve-  fCockburn  13— his  despatches 

ry  number,  and  429  '110 — his  expedition  120 1 

" 250  [ Chauncey,  com.  62— sketch- 

56  es  of  147 

110 
336 


Despatch,  the  brig 
“ Deliver unce  of  hue  otic" 


76»  1 

Uhi  mi  nations— at  Dahinior 
Denmark,  state  ui  l H — Philadelphia  and  X.  York  7 

Detroit  416  18;- 1 —several  places  120;  Charles- 

Distillers  ft7,  ton  145,  Philadelphia  146— 

Direct  tax  117  280  300  312  330  368  j New-York  146—  Richmond  14 


in  France 

privateers 

naval  glory 

• stocks 

resources 


Champlain  7 60  149  151  287 
Challenge,  Decatur’s  36f  416  432 1 
Chesapeake  and  Shannon  5 29  J 
Anecdote,  original  76  30  57  14'  201 J 

Anglo-Swedish  treaty  49  Chesapeake,  blockade  of  15  3o! 

Appointments  414;  79  2 19  ( 

Argus,  the  U.  S.  brig  46  78  117  depredations  of  j 

118  149  200  201  206  230  j the  enemy  90  j 

the  (new)  sloop  of  war  384 ! Chevees  Mary  406  ; 

Army  addresses  128  < Chittenden,  governor  264  • 

Arts  of  the  enemy  262  311  Chili  272  ] 

Arnold  Benedict  357  Chilicothe,  letter  to  the  edi-  j 

Armed  neutrality  4071  tor  202  23 J 257 

Austrian  manifesto  18 1 Clark,  colonel  134  150 1 

Cobbett’s  remark's  on  256  Clay,  brigadier-general  *0j 

B Mr.  Speaker  361 

Bainbridge  com.  26  231  251  Commerce  311 1 

“Barbarities  of  the  enemy”  33  < Congress— the  committees  256 


Domestic  manufactui 
Drinfnnond  lieut.  gi  n, 
Duties  on  importation 
toynage 

E 


300 1 impress’?, ent.  £8  60  op  129 


365 


and 


200  [editorial]  237  25+255  28  V 
Indians,  minor  notices  respect- 
ing them  7 12  26  76  35  97  j 4 
173  175  184  185  266  4iC 
Indians,  'hr  north  western  137 


51  68  90  107  128  140 
Banking  capital  of  Maryland  46 

! — of  New- York  245 

r of  R.  Island  215 

Baltimore  volunteers  55  129 

vessels  205  336  424 

manufactures  207 

tax  bill  375 

penitentiary  432 

Barclay,  Thomas  282;  an  ad- 
dress to  314 

Beaver  dams  300 

Berthier,  general  64 

Buerstler,  colonel  204  300 

Bonaparte,  Maria  Louisa  262 
Bounty  on  prisoners  of  war  281 
Boston  memorial  (1806)  164 

newspapers  199 

Black  Rock  6 

Blue  lights  280  302  311 

British  party  in  America  55 

— loan 

— ; parliament 


63  188 
70  1201 
137  364 
.71 
76  264 

76 

77 

84 

85 
97 


— law  case 

blockade 

seamen 

officers 

jurisprudence 

di  predations 

frigates 

barbarities— see  bar- 
barities of  the  ene- 
my, and  98 

license  115 

— — discipline  136 

navy,  state  of  137  149 

172  185  200  201 

— major  to  the  people 

of  Champlain  149 

promotions  150 

— press  168  171 

general  orders  173  202 

252  [remarks  on 
do.]  253  286  331 
— — — — prisoners  202  231  251 

254  264  259  365 

despatches  203 

“officials”  205  216  252 

285  301  424  425 

“magnanimity”  263  281 

314  330  335 

goods  300 

“moderation”  * 381 

— ; courtesy  330 

naturalization  331  336 

proclamation  382 

revenue  432 

Broke,  captain  (bis  chal- 
lenge) 57  366 

Bramble,  the  schr.  303  310  357 
Budd,  lieutenant  78 

Burrow  s,  lieutenant  55  230 

Bpfiaio— see  Niagara  frontier 
C 

Cannon, ‘h-jfie  barreled,”  15 

Cartel,  violation  of  97 

? anqela,  conquest  of  11  1 201  230 


271— Wright’s  motion  as 
to  the  election  of  mem- 
bers 272— secret  proceed- 
ings 287  295— Pickens’ 

resolutions  297  319  379 
—internal  navigation  306 
Webster’s  resolutions  3 1 8 
— national  bank  318  403 
— Turreau’s  letter  298 
345  362  404— direct  tax 
319 — Military  committee 
336 — Jackson’s  resolves 
344 — Vermont  militia, &c. 
344— recruiting  service 
846  361  36  ;— Ring's  re- 
solutions 346  378 — Virgi- 
nia claims  346  362— re- 
solves respecting  Perry, 
See.  354  403-r-r*  solves  res- 
pecting M‘Call  and  Law- 
rence 355— Nantueket361 
—blue  lights  361— state 
advances  of  money  362— 
ransoming  vessels  363- 
rifle  regiments  379— un- 
settled accounts  379 — vo- 
lunteers 403— embargoed 
coasters  404— loan  for 
1314— Mr.  Eppes’  esti- 
mates, &c.  404 — Mary 
Cheves  petition  406 — 

M' Kim’s  resolution  407 
| Congress  frigate  253  287  301 


Editorial  remarks  299  Indian  wai fare  105. 

Elliott,  capt.  J.  D.  229  Independence  207  317 

Elliott,  the  infamous  98  Internal  navigation  306  .Wi 

Emigration,  263  Inquisition,  the  336 

Embargo  law  273— in  ridi-  J 

cule  of  330 — circular  Jackson  gen.  218  240 

respecting  353— coast-  r 

ers  408— question  311 

Enterprise,  the  . 76  78  j Jerusalem,  the  sl  ip 

Enterprise  and  Boxer  45  58  78  J K 

99  117  [Kentucky  volunteers'  150  17326 \ 

Erie  flotilla,  battle,  &e.  13  60  78  legislature  305  40/, 

99  172  175  21 G 351  367  j =■  finances  S3  ' 

— — lake,  soipe  account  of  65 1 Kent  island  15 

172  381  {Kings,  opinion  of 
Eppes,  Mr.  his  estimates.  &c.  404  j 
Essex  frigate,  28  56  151  253  26>  ! . ' . V 

301  335  413  f^rned, col.  5'A 

Evans  Oliver  and  his  inachi-  :jA  1 . _ -J 

uerv.  see  first  and  second  I yavviTJue,  eaptaui  oo  . 3 

addenda  to  the  volume.  < Dawrenee  and  Ludlow  42  56  V-  • 


Jefferson,  on  weights  and 
measures  20., 

214 


Connecticut— militia  77 
gislature 

Constitution  and  Java 
Constellation 
Constant,  colonel 


-le- 


Dedi. ration  of  the  allies 
Delaware  election 
Deserters  6 13 

Dearborn  general 
. 250 1 Decatur  and  Dominica 

7.  “.hoops  in  .365 [Del. .ware,  legislature 

* a',a?,'an  Proclamation  115-  eountv  poor 

legislature  426— affairs  203 1 flotilla 

205  214  237  Dewees  island 


Constitution  U.  S.  amend- 
ment proposed  207 

Covington,  general  231 

Coincidence  311  364 

Cotton  imported  into  Eng- 
land 136 

price  of  in  the  U.  S.  280 

Craney  island  216 

Creek  Indians  7 43  56  77  105 
117  129  186  202 
217  218  251  265 

(second  defeat)  267 

(the  destiny  of)  280  370 

(White’s  defeat  of)  282 

(Floyd’s  defeat  of)  284  331 

383  411 

(Claiborne)  412 

(Jackson)  427 

Croghan,  colonel  7 43  175 

Cuifee  Paul  333 

Curiosities  (scandalous)  64  263 
264  300-364  410 
Cundinamarca  336 

I) 

Dart,  British  privateer  117 
Decatur’s  challenge  367  416  432 
415 
J$2 
58  173 
6 

14  205 
370 
31 
44 


European  prospects 
Expatriation , 


Fair  American  cartel 
Falmouth 
Female  heroism 
Ferivtt,  the  U.  S 
lost 
Fires 

Flags  of  truce 
Flogginv;  in  the  British  army  136{ 
Florida  280  J 

Flour,  price  of  152  185  312| 

Foreiern  influence  2> 

Fort  George  150  236  300] 

Forgery  of  British  hills  2801 

France,  our  relations  with  347] 

Frigates,  American,  metal  of  29] 


113|  Laws  of  the  U.  S.  direct  tax 
176  4] j — respecting  distilhries 

237  J — seamen  89— embargo  2 

' 5 —to  fill  the  ranks  3 

j Law  eas'-, (military)  47  of  the 
anj  Orion  71  naval  298 — intcl- 
4)  J ligence  368— law  of  troa- 


67 


schooner  Lewiston,  see  Niagara  fron- 


Loans  of  th 
215 4 Letters— Gt 


French  decree  (prizes) 

funds 

finances 

vessels 

“ French  influence” 
Fulton's  war  ship 


42] 
4.8 
215  | 
280  ] 
214  250 ! 
365 


Georgia  legislature  209  278  280  j 
militia  252. 

Gila-gitar.  letters  from  85  ’ 

Giles  Mr.  to  the  people  ofVir-  j 
ginia  241  289  385  J 

observations  on  do.  276  340] 

417 1 

Globe  privateer  4 13  j 

Graham  Mr.  355; 

Green  John  281  j 

Greek  ship  Jerusalem  42  j 

Groanings,  from.  Cat  lufla  pa-  i 
pers  2(  4 j 

Growler,  schooner,  loss  of  60  j 
Gun  bents  lost  ’ 119? 

Gunnery  184  j 

H 

Halifax,  trade  with  200— gale  j 
at  248— newspaper  .361; 
Hampton  or  his  army,  7 173  232 
Hampton,  tiie  town  of  107  216 
Hamburg  207 

Hamilton’s  report  on  manu- 
factures 153  189  221 

Harrison  gen.  87— ffeiu  ral  or- 
ders 10  132  149  410 
proclamation  173  215 
Harrison’s  •victofy  1 9 174  175 
X84  186  201— British 
accounts  286— noti- 


13 


7 fees  of 

Hebrews  at  Charleston 
Henry  John 
Heroism 

Hilabee  towns,  the, 
Household  articles 
“Home  market” 

Hull  gen.  trial  of 
Huron,  lake 


149 
184 
214 
409 
205  28: 
20( 
36." 

218  331  36  ' 
65  4C9 


U.  S.  26  32  75 
, Bov  d to  the 
secretary  of  war  9. 

Col.  Russel  to  gpv. 
Posey  ' 9 lo 

Com.  Dent  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  i t 
16  399 

Capt.  Blakely  to  capt. 

Hull  15 

M.  jor  Case  to  com. 

Hardy  27 

Capt.  Broke  to  capt. 

Lawrence  29 

Mr.  Beasley’s  corres- 
pondence , 38 

Gen.  Tnrrcau  to  Mr. 

"Smith  3/ 

Mr.  Graham  to  the 
editors  ol  t!:e  Fede-,  - 
cal  Republican  40 

Capt.  llell  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  45  60 
Lietn.  M’Cidi  to  eapt. 

Hull  <1$ 

Capt.  Allen  to  the  sev 
cretary  of  the  navy  46 
Capt.  Gordou  to  the 
commander  at  Port- 
land and  reply  59, 

Cajit.  M'Donough  to 
the  setretarj  of  the 
navy  60  254  287 

Com.  Pi.rrv  to  the  «e-  * 

cretary  ol  the  navy  61 
78  117 

Bom.  Chauncey  to  the 
secretary  of  the  na- 
vy 62  101  134  151 
Capt.  Oliver  to  com. 

Decatur  79- 

Qu?en  of  Sicily  to 
lord  Bcniinek  prV 

Com.  Rodgirs  to  the 
secretary  ol  the  na- 
vy • P9  119  235; 

Judge  Totilmi:.  to  fi  e 
editor  of  the  Ra- 
1 igh  Ri  gister  105. 

Gen.  Harrison  to  the 
secretary  of  war  117  1 5.9. 

130. 

the  same  to  govern- 
or Meigs  117  186 

Com.  Campbell  to  the 
secretary  of  the  na- 
vy ' 1 19 

Gen.  M‘Arthur  to  the 
secretary  of  war  129 


INDEX. 


Brig,  i 
the ' 


s-  Gen.  MTIure  to'go- 
vernor  Tompkins  134 

—to  gen.  Harrison  333 

—repl  y to  the  secreta- 
ofvvar  335 

gen.  Parker  to 
s secretary  of  war  150 
Sir  G.  Prevost  to  Sir 
J.  L.  Yeo  204 

fom.  Lewis  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navv  204 
254  | 

Secretary  of  the  navy 
to  com.  Dent  215 

Sir  G.  Prevost  to  gen. 
‘Wilkinson  215 — the 
reply  .216 

Oen.  Coffee  to  gen. 

Jackson  218 

G»ji.  Wilkinson  to 
to  the  secretary  of 
Avar  233  235  335 

—to  gen.  Hampton  234 
— reply  235 

Com.  Perrvto  general 
Harrison  263 

Gen.  Boyd  to  general 
Wilkinson  256 

Gen.  Jackson  to  gov. 
Blount  2*7 

? —to  gen.  Pinkney  427 
Cnpt.  Porter  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  268 
Col.  Barclay  to  the 
editors  of  the  N.  Y. 
Gazette  282 

Gen.  Cocke  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war  282 

Col.  Meigs  tothe  same  283 
Gen.  Pinkney  to  gov. 

Early  283 

From  gentlemen  at 
Sackett’s  Harbor  284 

Ce.pt..  Smith  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  301 

Com.  Decatur  to  the 
same  302 1 

Cum.  Tarbel  to  the 
same  303 

Gov.  Tompkins  to 
the  secretary  of  war  302 
Gen.  Proctor  "to  gen. 

Harrison  312 

Gen.  Harrison  to  gen. 
Vincent  312— the  re- 
ply 313 

Gen.  Floyd  to  gov. 
Early  316 

- Lord  Castlereagh  to 
the  secretary  of 
state  .319— reply  320 
Gen.  Hall  to  governor 
Tompkins  335 

Mr.  Daschkoff  to  Mr. 

Monroe  348 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.J. 

Q.  Adams  348 

Mr.  Adams  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state  349 

Gen.  Floyd  to  gene- 
ral Pinkney  366  411 
I.t.  Claxton  to  his  fa- 
ther 367 

Gen.  Wilkinson  to 
the  citizens  ofPlatts- 
bnrg  381 

Manxique  to  the 
Creeks  41’ 

M 

Massachusetts,  legislature  of  342 
364 

Marine  artillery  55 

Matilda  privateer  44 

.Mac  Kehan,  Dr,  70 

M’Call,  Lieut.  249  355 

j>  I emu  fuch  ires, domestic  86  17  : 300 
317  380 

Maryland,  University  89— e- 
lection  statistics  111— elec- 
tion 120  136  152  272— le- 
gislature 260  375— finances  .371 
Maiden  117  120 

Majestic,  the  187  201  254 


Maratime  wav  200— powers  263 
M Clurc,  gen.  300  331 

Meteor,  singular  64 

Mexico  " 48  87  104  152  336 

Meigs,  governor  86 

Message  of  the  governor  of 

Georgia  209 

Virginia  260 

Maryland  260 

South  Carolina  2 T 

Pennsylvania  257 

Ohio  ' 293 

Kentucky  305 

New- York  391 


106  270 
772 
185 
65 
7S 

extract 

17i 

176 

207 

431 

8 

249 

97 


Mims,  fort 
Military  scrap 
Michigan  terri  tory 

take 

Mitchell,  Mr. 

Monthly  magazine 
from 
Moreau 

Moore,  capt.  S.  H. 

Moravian  towns 
Murray,  col. 

Mutiny  in  a cartel 
Mvsterv  unravelled 
N 

Naturalization  laws  46— [Bri- 
tish] . 239  366 

Na'd,  presented  to  Mr.  Clay  97 
Navy  of  the  U.  S.  list  of  1 12  263 
380  384 

Navy, friends  of  the  125 

Navies,  European  263 

Naval  twins  366 

National  bank<  see  congress 
and  421 

Negociatiorr,  the  351 

Negro  stealing  46  119  330 

Neutrals  6 357 

Neutrality,  the  armed  401 

New-Lo  idoti  15,  46  79  302 

New-York— flotilla  42— militia  77 
— university  79— election  220 
320— legislature  369  39 1 

Newark  300 

New-Jersev — election  136 

— ; — legislature  152  178 

law  180 


New-Hampshire 
New -Orleans 
Nicholson,  lieut. 
Ninina,  the  brig 
Northern  army 


177 
250 
119 
219 

42  116  186  201 
208  217  251  281 
North  western  army  42 

Norton,  indian  chief  263 

North  Carolina  276 (D.  Stone)  356 
Niagara  frontier  300  304  316  331 
351  (British  officials)  351  366 
391  410  424 
O 

Ohio  263— legislature  293 

Oliver,  capt.  R.  D.  265 

Ontario  flotillas  11  12  13  28  42 
60  62  101  116 
134  201  284 
71 


Orion,  the  case  of  the 
P 

Patriots,  Indian 
Paupers 

Paragraphs,  curious 
“Peace  the  friends”  of 
Peace  rumors 

prospects 

Peacock,  the  U.  S.  sloop 
Peake,  captain  of  the  Peacock  44 
Penny  Joshua,  case  of  6 30  302 
Perry  com.  55  60  99  148  00  214 
21 5 263  354  380 
(British  account 


of  his  victory)  286(atBaIti 
more  ’ 358 

Perpetual  motion  80 

Petersburg  volunteers  202  365 
Pensacola  300  331  412 

Pennsylvania  election  136— 
—legislature  257  280  300  339 
864  374  423— election  statis- 
tics 278— finances  337 

Pipe,  indian  316 

Piracy,  trial  for  ■ , 96 


Plattsburg  S 12 

Political  paragraphs  115 

Porter  captain  312 

Potomac  bridge  208 

“Pork  market”  263 

President  frigate  429 

President’s  messages  264  287  319 
347  355  406 

reply  to  the  house 

of  commons  of  N.  Carolina  356 
Prevost,  sir  George  11  12  26  115 
330  382 

Press,  the  British  168  171 

Prisoners  American  6 44  51  56 
68  78  109  115  200 
250  352  364  410 
Prices  current  41  206 

Prisoners  of  war  (bounty)  81 
Prince  regent’s  speech  308 

Prisons  public  381 

Privateers,  regulation  for  423 

Prince  James  (marshal)  360 

Proctor’s  papers  204  320 

Provincetown  187 

Progress  of  the  enemy  198 

Promotions  283 

Public  lands  321 

Q 

Quaker’s  letter  205 

R 

Ransoming  of  vessels  29 

Raz’ees  12  29  201 

Recruiting  365 

Reasons  against  the  war!  143 

Report— on  weights  and  mea- 
sures 20 

on  internal  naviga- 
tion 306 

the  public  lands  321 

— of  the  secretary  of 

the  treasury  3 ’4 

on  foreign  coins  326 

Retaliation  114  185  201  203  215 
251  252  300  312  330 
331 

Register,  transmission  of  120 
Remarks  on  a British  general 
order  353 

Rhode-Island  177 

Richmond  volunteers  5 287 

Rodgers,  com.  12  28  78  80  99  129 
2U  335 

Royal  affairs  219 

Rouse,  sergeant  272 

Russian  mediation  5 26  97 
185  300  319  329 
(the  documents)  347 

emperor  364  381 

S 

Sawyer,  esq.  64 

Salem  privateers  208 

Sandusky  7 8 

Saucy  Jack,  privateer  31 

Sackett’s  Harbor  56  9t  301 
Scott,  sir  Wm.  his  opinion  5 
Scourge  privateer  200 

Secret  proceedings  on  the  em- 
bargo 287  295 

Seamen,  law’  respecting  89 

Shelby  gov.  42  219  229  272 
Sheep  207 

Sicily,  kingdom  of  95 

Singular  present  97 

Smith  general, his  speech  38 1 
! Smith,  lieutenant  265  381 

! Smuggling  205  214  280  365  380 

| Smyth, general  298  308 

| Soldiers  punished  42 

! South  America  32  336 

South  Carolina  115  261  357 
! (financ  ,'s)  299  378 

Speculations,  commercial  280  300 
I 309 

Specie  detained*  380 

Speech  of  the  prince  regent  70  308 
| j the  gov  ernor  of  Con- 
necticut 121 

of  Tecumseh  174 

the  governor  of  New- 

Hampshire  177 

Rhod'  -Island  178 

New-Jersey  178 

Vermont  180 


Speech  of  the  Indians  to  g* 

ntral  M‘  rtlmr  lS9 

— — of  the  governor  of 

Georgia  273 

— — of  the  governor  of 

Massachusetts  242 
• ■■  • of  lord  Compton  364 

of  tin-  eoveruor  of 

New-York  360 

of  th  governor  of 
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Aii  Earnest  Request. 

On  presenting’  the  first  number  of  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  Weekly  Register,  the  editor  gratefully  begs 
leave  to  offer  his  thanks  for  the  past  patronage  of 
the  work — and,  for  the,  purpose  of  accomplishing 
certain  prospective  arrangements  of  high  importance 
to  the  future  value  thereof  and  his  own  luippiness, 
he  respectfully  requests  that  all  his  friends  may 
accommodate  him  by  closing  their  several  accounts 
up  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  no.  156,  in  advance. 
This  mark  of  their  polite  attention  shall  be  duly  ac- 
knowledged and  thankfully  requited  by  an  increas- 
ed attention  to  please,  as  the  means  are  afforded. 

Conditions  of  the  Weekly  Register. 

It  is  published  every  Saturday  at  $5  per  annum , 
(payable, iu  advance)  and  makes  two  volumes  a year, 
of  between  4 and  500  pages  each.  It  is  packed  with 
unparalleled  care,  and  sent  in  safety  to  the  most  dis- 
tant post-offices.  Missing  numbers  are  liberally  sup- 
plied, without  charge,  to  a reasonable  demand. 

The  work  began  Sept.  f,  1811 — the  first  number 
of  the  second  vol.  was  published  March  7,  1812 — of 
the  third,  Sept.  5th — of  the  fourth,  March  6,  1813 — 
and 'first  of  the  5th  vol.  appears  this  day,  herewith. 
Subscribers  may  commence  with  either  of  the  vo- 
lumes, which  may  be  safely  sent  by  the  mails,  and 
their  delivery  guaranteed  bv  the  editor,  is  except  in 
some  parts  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  Louisi- 
ana, by  paying  for  the  volumes  required,  with  the 
current  year’s  advance. 

Additional  patronage  is  respectfully  invited. 

Whys  and  Wherefores. 

The  editor  has  been  sometimes  reprehended  (as 
he  believes  in  friendship)  for  certain  parts  of  his 
conduct  in  managing  the  Register.  It  may  be  well, 
on  an  occasion  so  apt  to  the  subject,  to  give  a few 
of  the  ivhys  and  -wherefores  that  have  guided  him — 
not  with  a belief  that  his'  reasons  shall  prove  satis- 
factory to  all;  but  under  a hope  that  they  may  be 
useful  to  many. 

First.  Of  the  Weekly  Register  as  a book  of 
reference 

Some  would  have  *his  work  to  be  a mere  record  of 
facts  and  papers  ; while  others  desire  it  active,  zea- 
lous and  original.  To  satisfy  the  former,  we  have 
never  refused  the  insertion  of  a document  or  fact, 
within  the  scope  of  our  plan,  through  its  political 
bearing  or  tendency,  or  vice  versa  ; but  almost  eve- 
ry thing  important  to  be  preserved,  has  been  record- 
ed ; whether  it  regarded  the  general  government,  or 
the  individual  states.  And  the  papers  so  furnished, 
could  not  be  purchased  in  their  usual  form,  for  thr.ee 
times  the  amount  of  the  subscription  we  claim  ; nav, 
their  very  binding-  would  cost  more  than  our  work 
ready  bound.  This  was  the  primary  object  of  the 
Register,  and  the  editor  feels  self-assured  that  he 
has  not  neglected  it.  'I' he  pressure  of  those  mat- 
ters has  generally  prevented  the  free  operation  of 
the  will  to  furnish  articles  from  manuscript;  though 
we  have  embraced  many  opportunities  to  speculate, 
on  passing  events,  &,c.  Here  are  two  interests,  op- 
posite m their  natures,  that  must  be  consulted,  it 
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is  essential,  that  the  Jlegister  should  partake  of  the 
durability  of  a magazine  with  the  spirit  of  a news- 
paper, to  hold  a future  and  excite  a present  value. — 
Tiie  path  is  narrow  and  difficult ; and  sometimes 
we  may  aberrate  from  it.  Our  errors,  we  trust,  are 
on  the  side  of  our  country  in  its  struggles  for  sove- 
reignty— and,  we  think,  if  the  matter  be  carefully 
examined,  that  no  Sentiment  can  be  found  in  the 
work,  against  which  a republican  American  will  sus- 
tain an  exception,  further  than  he  may  question  the 
policy  of  the  war. 

S eco xd.  As  it  regards  monarchy  and  established 
religions. 

It  will  appear  strange  to  a vast  majority  of  our 
readers,  that  the  editor  should  have  been  condemn- 
ed as  a “jacobin” for  his  opposition  to  royalty;  or  that 
his  endeavors  to  expose  the  rapacious  hypocricy  and 
consummate  villainy  of  church  establishments,  have 
made  him  suspected  of  atheism  or  deism.  These 
comical  notions  may  have  arisen,  perhaps,  from  sup- 
posing I had  reference  to  England  alone  ; but  such 
conclusions  are  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  and  must 
be  drawn  from  causes  operating  on  the  minds  of  in- 
dividuals essentially  different  from  the  principles  we 
would  establish.  It  is  true,  we  have  more  frequent- 
ly alluded  to  the  despotism  and  chvrchism  fio  coin  a 
little  word  that  suits  our  purpose]  of  England  than 
of  France  ; us  well  because  we  are  muc’  better  ac- 
quainted with  her  institutions,  as  on  account  of  this 
— that  no  man  considers  Bonaparte  but  as  a tyrant, 
or  looks  up  to  his  church  as  the  “ bulwark  of  the  re- 
ligion WF.  profess.”  Yet,  honestly,  the  spirit  of  the 
t wo  governments,  in  their  political  and  clerical  af 
fairs,  is  precisely  the  same  ; and  I detest  the  whole 
breed.  All  the  charities  of  my  heart  are  lost  in  the 
enormity  of  their  crimes ; and  I would  not  turn  on 
my  heel  to  save  either  pack  from  instant  annihilation, 
speaking  of  them  in  their  official  capacities.  Gene- 
rated in  rapine  and  sustained  by  fraud.  I truly  be- 
lieve them  to  be  the  chosen  curses  with  which  “Old 
Satan”  would  affi  ict  mankind.  Good  and  evil  are  not 
more  opposite  in  their  natures,  than  the  genius  of 
our  institutions  and  the  principle  of  monarchy  and 
priestcraft.  Thus  I humbly  presume,  every  Ameri- 
can is  constitutionally  bound  to  esteem  them  : but 
it  is  not  so.  1 have,  therefore,  felt  it  my  duty  to 
use  the  feeble  means  1 possess,  to  excite a “holy  ha- 
tred” of  these  things,  to  laugh  to  scorn  the  “'legi- 
timacy” of  princes,  and  provoke  a national  and  Ame-~ 
rictm  feeling,  counteracting  the  power  of  prejudice, 
and  the  deleterious  effects  and  dangerous  influence 
that  arises  from  the  vile  books  unthinkingly  put,  in 
to  the  hands  of  the  youth,  chiefly  of  English  compi- 
lation, and  made  up  of  foreign  ideas.* 


* My  opinion  of-  kings  may  be  gathered  from  xhe 
following  little  anecdote.  Some  time  ago,  one  of 
mv  sons  then  about  7 years  old, curiously  said  “JPapa, 
what  sort  of  things  arc  kings  Willing  to  hear  ids 
ideas,  instead  of  answering  the  question,  1 asked 
him,  what  he  thought  they  were  r He  r ..plied  “11# 
did  not  exactly  know  ; but  he  thought' they  were  some 
kind  of  rogues.”  It  is  needless  to  say  that  I was  de- 
lighted. Solomon,  himself,  could  not  have  given  a 
judgment  mo  re  congenial  to  my  notion?  of  right 
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Let  nothing  here  said, be  construed  into  a reproach  | 
of  those  who  teach  or  profess  the  tenets  of  established 
churches so  far  as  they  relate  to  spiritual  things,  or 
themselves  as  individuals,  whether  Catholic,  Luther- 
an o v Calvahic — 1 disavow  every  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  kind;  yet  am  not  without  a belief  that  some 
may  charitably  impute  it  to  me,  judging  of  the  fu- 
ture by  the  past.  It  is  the  system  as  connected  with 
the  state , that  I consider  so  fatal  to  true  religion  and 
happiness.  “The  tree  is  known  bv  its  fruit” — look 
at  the  people  of  the  U.  Stales , and  compare  their  mo- 
rality and  orderly  lives,  with  those  of  the  same  class- 
es of  society  in  the  best  parts  of  Europe.  Besides, 
in  this  opposition  and  reprehension  I am  sustained 
by  the  fathers  of  our  country,  who  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  U.  States,  as  well  as  by  the  consti- 
tutions of  all  the  states ; for  all  solemnly  protest 
against  every  thing  like  established  religions. 

But — it  may  be  asked — why  so  great  hostility  to 
these  things  ? If  foreign  nations  are  pleased  to  have 
kings  and  kingly  priests,  what  is  it  to  us  ? how  is  it 
your  business  ? I answer — “let  every  man  [or  nation] 
manage  his  own  affairs  in  his  own  way  this  is  my 
creed,  political  and  religious — but  let  him  not  inter- 
fere with  the  concerns  of  others ; if  he  does,  the 
faults  of  his  System  must  stand  exposed  as  a beacon 
for  the  unwary.  There  is  much  of  the  spirit  of  roy- 
alty in  the  people  of  the  United  States;  it  is  a fo- 
reign feeling,  and  must  be  attacked  by  referring  to 
its  effects  in  foreign  places.  I know  a district  of 
country  where  it  was  no  uncommon  thing,  some  few 
years  ago,  to  “ Huzza  for  king  George  /”  and  if  a man 
will  carefully  examine  the  newspapers,  he  will  find 
that  authority  frequently  acknowledged ; being  spok- 
en of  as  “his  majesty/’  without  the  national qualifica- 
Uon  that  it  becomes  us  to  give  him,  esteeming  him 
a foreigner.  This  subject  might  he  exceedingly  en- 
larged, and  its  points  sustained  by  hosts  of  facts. 
But  we  fear  to  become  tedious,  and  dismiss  it. 

Third.  Of  Foreign  Influence. 

As,  from  the  wonderful  woikings  of  party,  it  seems 
almost  impossible  to  touch  this  subject  without  be- 
mg  regarded  a party-man. — let  us  dispassionately  con- 
sider it,  and  see  if  we  cannot  find  out  the  root  of  the 
evil,  by  simple  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the 
common  operations  of  our  own  minds. 

I do  know  there  is  a mighty  and  powerful  “ British 
influence”  prevailing  in  the  United  States.  I myself 
am  oftentimes  under  it,  in  spite  of  reason  and  phi- 
losophy. 1 confess  the  weakness.  If  every  man  de- 
scended from  English  ancestors,  (as  I myself  am,) 
will  examine  himself,  and  be  equally  candid,  I think 
he  will  make  a similar  acknowledgment.  The  next 
generation  may  be  free  of  this  incumbrance  : all  we 
can  do  is  to  keep  it  within  reasonable  bounds;  and 
teach  our  children  differently.  On  several  occasions 
tne  great  causes  of  this  influence  have  been  notic- 
ed. See  particularly,  pages  99,  198 ofVoL IV.  “On 
Foreigners.”  But  the  present  object  is  to  shew  the 
ebecis  of  our  British  prejudices  in  a plain  and  sim- 
ple manner,  that  every  man  m a v see  for  himself  I 
speak  of  and  to  those,  (the  bulk*  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States)  whose  ancestors  were  English. 

There  is  no  fact  better  known  to  us  than  that  the 
population  of  our  country  is  made  up  of  the  descend- 
ant of -many  nations— chiefly  of  English,  Irish,  and 
,rench;  and  that  many  Englishmen , Irishmen  and 
* ranchmen  fought  the  battles  of  independence.  The 
names  of  those  people  areas  various  as  their  places 
ox  nativity,  and  each  have  some  national  characteris- 
1C*  as^  EHg'foh  descendant,  if  he  ever 

Sees  a Mac  * an  O’  or  I)’  prefixed  to  a surname, 

* The  .Mac,  properly  belongs  to  the  Scot— but  a 
vast  majority  of  those  who  have  the  prefixture  in 
the  U.  States,  are  Irish. 


without  mentally  enquiring  if  the  person  is  not  an 
Irishman  or  a Frenchman  ? If  he  were  called  White. 
Black,  Brown  or  Green — Hick' s-son , Tom' s-son , Jack’s - 
son,  or  JVell  s-son — a Carpenter,  a Smith , a Shoemak- 
er, or  a (f  ag goner — biles,  J\ilrs  or  Stiles,  or  any 
other  good  English  name,  we  should  not  question 
his  citizenship,  or  so  suppose  him  a foreigner.  What 
would  a delicate  young  lady,  of  this  class,  think  of 
a matrimonial  connection  with  Mr.  Terrence  0’- 
Flagherly  ? — Why,  (lie  very  name  would  frighten 

her  into  fits ! -and  yet  Mr.  O'Flagherty  may  as 

well  be  an  amiable  and  a good  man  as  Mr.  “Li  ink- 
s hanks,  Sheepshanks  or  SliuJJlebottoin'j — Mr.  Gvelph , 
Mr.  Goodbehear,  or  any  other  of  those  abovementi 
oned.  “What’s  in  a name  ? 

“A  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet/ 
and  the  Mac,  the  0’  and  the  If,  have  exactly  the 
same  meaning  as  the  word  “son”  attached  to  the 
English  names  of  Hick,  Tom,  &c.  But,  here  is  the 
mystery — by  tradition,  books  and  conversation  f ail 
English _)  we  at  once  apprehend  that  Mr.  O'Flag- 
herty must  needs  be  a “wild  Irishman,”  barbarous 
and  uncivilized  ; fit  to  cut  throats  and  dash  out  lit- 
tle children’s  brains; — if  he  has  the  E' — we  put  him 
down  for  a “ French  dancing  master ,”  or,  at  least, 
consider  him  “an  outlandish  sort  of  a fellow.”  Alex- 
ander Cock  burn,  or  GEORGE  TECUMSEH,  would 
do  much  better.  There  is  no  childish  prejudice  to 
operate  against  them.  However  infamous  the  pre- 
sent possessors  of  those  names  be, — if  others  had 
them,  w ho  would  attach  arson  or  murder  to  them 
on  that  account  ? Herein  we  see  the  dark  policy  of 
the  British  government,  that  artfully  and  impercep- 
tibly forces  its  wray  into  the  ver y joints  and  marrow  of 
the  youth,  exciting  a hatred  of  Irishmen  and  French 
men,  as  well  as  in  monopolising  to  itself  all  the  virtue 
and  talents  of  the  world. 

It  is  thus,  without  reason,  we  are  trammelled  in  a 
thousand  other  ways  by  “ British  influence” — it  works 
itself  all  the  circumstances  of  life.  I will  mention 
another  familiar  case  : It  is  perfectly  notorious  that 
the  outrages  and  oppressions  of  the  “ Church  of 
England”  drove  the  great  body  of  our  forefathers 
from  their  native  land  to  this  then  savage  country 
Every  body  knows  this.  Yet  in  many  parts  of  the. 
United  States,  and  remarkably  so  in  such  as  are  pre- 
eminently conspicuous  for  being  peopled  by  those 
who  were  truly  “ kicked”  out  of  England  for  con- 
science suke,  how  does  the  blood  recoil  when  a Be 
man  Catholic  is  mentioned  ! What  evil  hath  he  done 
to  us  ? Why  attach  terror  to  his  religion,  and  call 
that  the  “ bulwark”  which  drove  us  from  the  land 
of  our  forefathers,  through  its  vile  persecutions  ? 
Are  not  the  Catholics  men  like  ourselves  ; and  m 
Maryland.,  and  some  other  states,  among  the  very 
best  of  our  citizens  ? It  comes  from  the  incessant 
English  cry  of  “ church  and  state”  and  “ no  popery 
set  in  motion  by  rosy  gilded  priests  and  prostituted 
statesmen,  to  keep  the  machine  of  monarchy  a-going 
It  is  bandied  from  father  to  son,  and  dished  up  in 
many  new  shapes  to  steal  into  the  mind — with  the 
common  view  of  sustaining — the  bench  of  bishops , 
and  the  king  (poor  silly,  mad  George  !j  as  the  head 
of  the  church  ! 

As  it  regards  France,  the  million  of  prejudice  is 
decidedly  against  her  ; and  hence  the  clamor  of 
“ French  influence .”  1 cull  it  a clamor,  for  it  appears 
to  me  a natural  impossibility  that  it  can  really  exist, 
though  many  honest  men,  led  by  the  prejudices 
hinted  at,  may  honestly  believe  that  it  does.  Tc 
what  possible  rational  cause  can  such  an  influence 
be  attributed  ? We  have  nothing  French  in  our  lan- 


* These  were  actually  the  names  of  a certain  com* 

i t tee  . 
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gunge,  manners  or  habits — from  the  garret  to  the 
cellars  of  our  houses,  all  tilings  are  of  the  English 
fashion.  Very  few  French  books  are  read,  and  none 
of  them  are  used  in  our  schools  Where  is  the  ave- 
nue by  which  a “ French  influence”  can  reach  us  ? 
Throng’ll  blood  connections — through  trade,  or  the 

sociabilities  of  private  life  ? Impossible.  The 

Frenchman  is  always  a “ foreigner lie  constantly 
feels  himself  to  be  so,  and  rarely,  very  rarely,  mingles 


few  may  not  hasten  the  decline  of  Massachusetts  i** 
the  scale  of  the  union.  She  can  expect  nothing 
more  than  her  population  gives  her  ; and  thousands 
are  leaving  her  every  month.  Herein,  perhaps,  is 
the  cause  of  that  frenzy  which  continually  famishes 
new  matter  to  feed  its  own  folly.  It  may  not  be  con* 
sidered  hazardous  to  say,  that  Ohio , “glorious  Ohio” 
whose  civil  institutions  and  active  patriotism  are 
above  all  value,  will  have  a greater  representation  in 
in  society.  If  La  Fayette,  the  illustrious,  had  re- ; congress  after  the  census  of  1820,  than  Massachu - 
mained  in  the  United  States  from  the  period  of  the'se/fs  (proper)  if  her  leading  characters  pursue  the 
'revolution  to  the  present  day,  would  lie  not  yet  have  wayward  policy  that  now  directs  them.  Never  did 
been  known  and  regarded  as  a Frenchman?  Let  I men  (through  party  and  foreign  influence)  commit 
every  man  examine  and  answer  for  himself.  The; so  gross  a political  blunder  as  they,  in  discounts- 
affirmative  is  demonstrated  by  the  actual  condition  jnancing  the  establishment  of  manvf a dories.  Many 
of  those  Frenchmen  who  fought  for  American  free*  j thousands  of  their  artists  and  mechanics,  beholding  the 
dom,  and  remained  with  us  to  enjoy  the  blessings  road  to  independence  opened  in  other  places  through 
they  helped  to  win — they  still  are  Frenchmen ; we  the  liberality  of  the  capitals  invested,  have  aban* 
know  them  to  be  so,  and  are  unceasingly  jealous  ofdoned  their  homes  ; and  are  to  be  found  in  every 
them.  Thus  it  was  even  in  the  times  of  the  reyolu-j state,  and  in  almost  every  town  and  county  of  the 
tion,  when  they  fought  by  our  sides,  and  made  j union,  south  and  \*est  of  the  Hudson.  All  these 
a common  cause  with  us.  No  possible  thing  they  might  have  been  retained  ; and  a full  population,  by 
could  do,  was  able  to  eradicate  the  effect  of  that  j the  more  easy  distribution  of  labor,  would  have  en- 
Engliah  education  which  taught  us  to  regard  themjabled  them  to  furnish  us  with  goods  on  better  terms 
as  “ natural  enemies .”  The  arch  traitor,  Benedict  j than  we  ourselves  could  have  made  them  ; nay, 
Arnold,  well  knew  the  force  of  this  prejudice  ; and  perhaps,  have  rendered  unnecessary  some  hundreds 
excused  his  own  “ British  influence ,”  by  charging  of  the  establishments  that  spring  up,  as  by  magic, 
the  old  congress  and  the  commander  in  chief,  the  in  the  middle  and  western  states.  There  is  yet  time 
immortal  Washington,  with  being  Under  the  influ-  j to  do  much  in  that  way — tHe  persevering  industry 
ence  of  France — But  we  have  enough  on  this.  The  and  ingenuity  of  this  people,  is  happily  fitted  to  es- 
people  of  America  unanimously  agree  that  Bonapavte  " 
is  a tyrant — a rapacious  being  that  “ feels  power 
and  forgets  right.”  O,  that  we  could  think  all  kings 

to  be  so  ! for  such,  in  truth,  they  really  are. 

Earth  does  not  hold  a viler  family  of  beings  than  that 
of  the  Guelphs  ; nor  is  there  a government  more 
prodigal  of  blood  than  that  of  England.  The  ex- 
cesses of  the  French  revolution  were  children’s  play 
compared  with  her  ravages  in  India — and  behold 
her  now  in  America , holding  a market  for  scalps  ! 

Fourth.  On  the  union  of  the  states. 

Here  is,  indeed,  a fruitful  subject  for  animadver- 
sion and  remark.  If  we  have  not  said  much  upon 
it,  it  was  because,  in  obedience  to  the  precepts  of 
the  father  of  ms  countrt,  I would  not  lightly 
speak  of  it ; or  have  it  supposed  a dissolution  were 
practicable.  Nor  do  I apprehend  that  it  is.  Yet 
those  who  urge  it  (and  I must  believe  they  are  paid 
for  it,  the  project  being  the  great  favorite  of  the 
enemy)  should  be  reprehended.  The  Boston  folk 
take  the  lead  in  this  bug-bear;  and  certainly  have 
somewhat  loosed  the  “bonds  that  made  us  one  peo 
pie,”  by  a system  of  falsehood  and  perversion  of  fact, 
unprecedented.  So  outrageous  have  been  the  pro- 
ceedings of  certain  “head  men,”  that  many  are  rea 
dv  to  say,  ((iet  them  go.”  This  is  almost  as  bad  as 
the  other.  It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  shew, 
that  the  “shipping  interest”  of  Massachusetts  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  owed  its  rise  and 
prosperty  entirely  to  the  products  of  oiher  states 
and  that,  without  their  commodities,  she  cannot  em- 
ploy, on  any  terms,  one  jourtk  of  her  tonnage ; and 
that  her  population  could  not  be  sustained,  in  the 
event  contemplated.  In  1750,  Massachusetts  pro- 
per (for  jMaifte  was  then  a wilderness)  had  220,000 
inhabitants — and  all  the  rest  of  the  colonies  did  not 
contain  800,000  more.  On  this,  some  curious  sta- 
tistical remarks  present  themselves,  and  we  shall 
sift  the  subject  to  the  bottom  ere  long,  whether  as  it 
regards  taxation , population  and  representation , or 
the  future  prospects  of  the  several  states.  I sincere- 
ly hope  the  * iSafam-like  violence  of  an  ambitious 

* Saturn,  in  fabulous  history,  is  said  to  have  de- 

voured his  own  children. 


tublish  and  sustain  the  great  sources  of  wealth  that 
How  from  manufactures. 

But  the  subject  is  too  copious  for  the  room  at  pre- 
sent afforded.  We  shall  embrace  some  early  oppor- 
tunity of  appealing  to  the  reason  of  the  people  ; not 
because  v/e  believe  they  are  disaffected  to  the  union, 
(for  we  do  not  apprehend  any  such  thing)  but  with 
the  view  of  collecting  and  arranging  some  facts,  by 
which  they  may  expose  the  British , anti-union  dema- 
gogues, and  rouse  themselves  to  the  exertion  that  be- 
comes them,  as  men  and  republicans,  to  put  down 
by  the  force  of  their  sentiment,  jjthat  outcry  which 
disgraces  their  country,  and  cherishes  tlje  hopes  of 
its  barbarian  foe. 

Fifth.  Of  the  -war. 

This  article  has  extended  to  so  great  a length,  that 
I must  refer  my  readers,  generally,  to  the  essays 
and  facts  inserted  in  the  preceding  volumes  of  the 
Register  for  “whys  and  wherefores”  of  the  support 
that  1 give  to  it.  I will  only  add,  and  I verily  be- 
lieve this — that  there  is  no  man  of  respectable  politi- 
cal standing  in  the  United  States,  (I  care  not  of  what 
“party,”)  that  would  put  his  hand  to  paper,  and  ac- 
knowledge as  rights,  the  pretensions  of  the  enemy, 
about  which  we  contend.  A resistance  of  those  pre- 
tensions might  have  been  delayed  yet  longer ; but  the 
“ Rubicon  is  passed,”  and  they  must  be  exploded  or 
sanctioned.  If  this  opinion,  as  to  the  universality 
of  sentiment  in  favor  of  our  claims,  be  correct,  and 
it  assuredly  is,j-  what  is  to  be  done,  but  by  support- 
ing the  war  to  finish  it  speedily  ? Then,  if  the  peo- 
ple please,  let  them  condemn  the  administration  for 
commencing  it  improperly  or  prematurely — but  un- 
til then,  though  like  man  and  wife  we  may  differ, 
let  us  cease  the  quarrel  "of  ourselves,  and  unitedly 
fall  upon  the  adversary  of  both.  Had  this  spirit  of 
union  existed  some  years  ago,  the  war  would  not 
have  been.  As  it  is,  may  we  profit  from  folly,  and 


-j-For  example-*-- ask  any  one,  “Shall  American 
ships  be  searched  for  men  ? Will  you  agree  to  ac- 
knowledge this  as  the  right  of  Great  Britain  ?”  Let 
there  be  no  twisting,  or  quirking  ; but  have  the  plain 
naked  principle  settled,  yea  or  nay,  as  it  now  must 
be  by  treaty,  *ome  pea#e  when  it  will. 
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and  circuit  courts;  which  license  was  authenticated 
by  the  hand  writing1  of  Allen , his  name  appearing 
on  several  papers  which  accompanied  it,  and  by  the 
old  official  seal  of  the  late  Hri'hh  consulate  at  Bos- 
ton. The  signatures  of  Allen  being  denied,  were 
proved  by  Mr.  Thomas  II  Perkins,  a witness  in  court. 
Among  these  papers  was  a certificate  of  Allen,  dat- 
ed October  1,  1812,  authenticating  a copy  of  a let- 
ter of  general  license  to  export  hour  and  other  dry 
provisions  to  British,  Portuguese  and  Spanish  ports, 


may  be  told.  The  offi 
cial  papers  are  easily  arranged  ; but  to  examine  the 
clouds  of  unofficial  reports  and  statements,  to  revise 
and  digest  the  mighty  whole,  and  put  it  into  regular 
form,  is  no  easy  business  ! The  editor  is  aware  that 
it  is  the  insertion  of  the  thousands  of  little  incidents 
occurring,  beneath  the  dignity  of  official  communi- 
cations, that  gives  a zest  to  the  domestic  history  of  a 
country — and,  though  some  may  think,  at  the  moment 
of  receiving  them,  that  certain  articles  might  well  be 
left  out,  it  is  believed  they  will  generally  have  a dif- 
ferent opinion  of  them  a little  time  hence.  Such,  at 
least,  it  is  our  hope  and  design  that  they  shall. 

We  have  yet  some  heavy  articles  before  us  to 
complete  the  original  prospects  of  the  Register. 
One  of  them,  the  insertion  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  several  states , has  been  ef- 
fected. The  others  of  a permanent  nature,  are  only 
postponed  ; and  shall  liberally  appear  as  we  get  for- 
ward. 


end  it  as  becomes  a high  spirited  and  free  people. 

Our  love  of  peace  is  known  to  all  the  world — the  prin- 
ciple of  our  government  is  founded  upon  it — may  the 
world  also  see  and  be  convinced,  that  the  repvblican 
system  can  avenge  and  sustain  itself  against  the  in- 
roads of  kings,  on  the  rights  of  humanity. 

Sixth.  Of  our  manner  of  making  up  the  Events 
of  the  War. 

This  is,  in  truth,  the  most  difficult  and  laborious 
part  of  our  work.  It  requires  more  reading,  care 

and  attention  than  any  one  can  conceive,  who  has  not  | addressed  to  Allen  by  vice-admiral  Sawyer,  on  the 
witnessed  the  toil  bestowed  on  it-— that  nothing  wor-  j 5th  of  August,  1812,  and  which  appeared  to  be  in 
thy  of  record  and  reference,  or  as  news,  may  be  omit- ! answer  to  a previous  communication  of  Mr.  Allen,  of 
ted,  and  that  if  possible,  “the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  18:h  July,  pointing  out  to  admiral  Sawyer  the  “means 

of  ensuring  a constant  supply  of  four  and  other  dry 
provisions  to  Spain,  Portugal , and  the  West  India 
islands which  method  so  devised  by  Allen,  admi- 
ral Sawyer  seems  to  have  adopted  in  the  license  pro- 
duced in  this  examination.  The  copy  of  Sawyer's 
letter  of  license  was  as  follows  : 

His  Majesty's  ship  Centurion , at  Halifax, 

the  5th  of  August,  1812. 

S m — I have  fully  considered  that  pari  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  18th  ult.  which  relates  to  the  means  of  en- 
suring a -constant  supply  of  flour  and  other  dry  pro- 
visions to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  the  West  India 
Islands , and  being  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  concur  in  the  proposition  you  have  made. 

L shall  therefore  give  directions  to  the  comman- 
ders of  his  majesty’s  squadron  under  my  command, 
not  to  molest  American  vessels  so  laden,  and  unarm- 
ed, bona  fide  bound  to  British,  Portuguese , or  Spa- 
nish ports,  whose  papers  shall  be  -c > ompanied  with 
a certified  copy  of  this  letter  under  the  consular  seal. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  SAWYER,  Vice-Admiral. 

Andrew  Allen,  E,sq.  British  Consul,  Boston. 

It  was  ingeniously  argued  at  great  length,  in  de- 
fence of  the  respondent,  that  he  was  not  the  obtainer 
nor  receiver,  but  the  fabricator  and  maker  of  this  li- 
cense, and  therefore  his  offence,  if  one,  could  not 
come  within  the  statute.  In  reply,  was  an  able  ar- 
gument on  behalf  of  the  government,  pointing  out 
the  general  mischief  and  abuses  which  the  statute 
was  intended  to  remedy,  and  shewing  that  the  o£ 
fence  of  Mr.  Allen  of  obtaining  a license,  was  com- 
pleted so  soon  as  lie  had  received,  on  his  own  request 
and  solicitation,  the  letter  of  admiral  Sawyer  ; which 
was  a general  license  to  export  in  American  vessels 
to  ports  of  the  enemy,  flour  and  other  dry  provisions, 
and  to  be  used  on  board  of  such  vessel  or  vessels  as 
the  obtair.er  and  receiver,  .Mr.  Allen,  might  think 
proper,  which  came  clearly  within  the  letter  and 
meaning  of  the  statute,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
constitute  a license  that  any  .particular  vessel  should 
be  named.  Had  Air.  A.  destroyed  or  suppressed  this 
license,  thus  obtained  from  admiral  Sawyer,  without 
making  any  use  of  it,  the  offence  would  have  remain- 
ed the  same,  and  equally  within  the  statute. 

The  hon.  judge,  at  some  length  drew  a distinction 
between  his  duty  as  an  examining  officer,  and'as 
judge  presiding  at  a final  trial,  and  then  ordered 
Andrew  Allen  to  recognise  for  his  appearance  at  the 
next  circuit  court. 

Counsel  for  the  government,  George  Blalce  and 
J.  E.  Smith,  esqrs. — for  the  respondent,  II.  G.  Otis 


Allen — “his  majesty’s  consul 

In  vol.  IV,  page  26,  we  confessed  our  surprize  at  the  j 
impudence  of  this  Englishman  in  exercising  his 
cousular  functions  after  the  declaration  of  war. 
From  the  following  law  report,  copied  from  the 
Poston  Patriot,  it  appears  he  has  been  “ brought 
into  court.” 

On  Saturday  last,  (Aug.  21)  before  the  hon.  judge 
Davis,  Andrew  Allen,  Esq.  late  the  British  consul  re- 
sident at  Boston,  was  examined  on  a complaint,  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  receiving  and  ob- 
taining, while  resident  in  the  United  States,  from 
an  officer  of  the  British  government,  a license  for 
vessels  to  transport  merchandise  to,  and  to  trade 
with  the  enemy’s  ports.  The  complaint  being  found- 
ed on  a section  of  the  statute  of  the  United"  States, 
passed  on  the  6th  of  July,  1812  ; which  for  the  in- 
formation and  caution  of  the  citizens,  we  will  ex- 
tract. 

“Sec.  7.  And  be  lt  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son being  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  residing 
therein,  who  shall  receive,  accept,  or  obtain  a license 
from  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  offi- 
cer thereof,  for  leave  to  carry  any  merchandise,  or 
send  any  vessel  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  do- 
minions of.  Great  Britain,  or  to  trade  with  any  such 
port  or  place,  shall  on  conviction  for  every  such  of- 
fence, forfeit  a sum  equal  to  twice  the  value  of  anv 
such  ship,  merchandise,  or 


articles  of  trade,  and 
shall  moreover  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve ! 
months,  and  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  lalK*  esquires, 

dollars.”  ! «. 


Once  English  always  English.” 


which  was  lately  captured  on  her  way  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  sent  into  Newport,  by  the  Amen- 


To  gentlemen  of  the  Bar- 
A letter  from  one  of  the  most  distinguished  legal 


can  privateer  “Gov.  Tompkins,” . and  there  libel  ied;  characters  in  the  United  States  to  the  editor  of  the 
and  condemned  to  tile  captors,  in  both  the  district'  Weekly  Register,  has  the  following  paragraph 
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“ I intended  to  have  sent  you  the  case  of  the  Pat- 
tersons, of  Baltimore,  (which  occurred  sown  after 
the  British  treaty)  who  had  been  naturalized  in  this 
country,  but  who  were  held  to  be  British  subjects, 
trading  with  an  enemy,  in  order  to  condemn  the  pro- 
perty : — and  also  to  have  furnished  you  with  a strik- 
ing1 contrast  in  the  case  of  an  American  citizen  who 
had  resided  a short  time  at  Curracoa,  that  they  [the 
British]  made  a Dutchman,  that  his  property  might 
also  be  condemned.  But  I have  lost  a bundle  of 
newspapers  containing  “Admiralty  Decisions,”  and 
amongthem  the  paper  in  which  a report  of  this  last 
case  was  published.  I cannot  recollect  in  what  pa- 
per, or  at  what  time  it  issued,  but  I think  it  must 
have  been  since  38U2,  I well  remember  the  remarka- 
able  expressions  of  Sir  William  Scott,  who  observed , 
“ IT  HAD  BEEN  CONTENDED,  IN  THE  PROUD 
“LANGUAGE  OF  ROME,  THAT  ONCE  AN 
“ AMERICAN  CITIZEN  ALWAYS  AN  AA1ERI- 
“ CAN  CITIZEN,  BUT  SUCH  A POSITION  WAS 
“ NOT  WARRANTED  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  NA 
“ TIONS,”  &c.  In  Robinson's  report  of  a case  I 
take  to  be  the  same,  he  omits  these  expressions.” 
Can  any  gentleman  furnish  a copy  of  the  re- 
port of  the  important  case  last  mentioned,  that  it 
may  be  Registered ? Such  an  opinion  was  certain- 
ly given  by  the  learned  judge,  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  lost. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Shannon: — It  is  a glorious  fact, 
for  which  we  have  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the 
enemy,  that  our  naval  heroes  finished  their  fame,  by 
the  humanity  they  observed  to  the  conquered.  See 
the  various  enemy  s.atcments.  The  most  minute 
article  of  individual  property  was  respected,  and 
Lawrence  and  his  crew  immortalized  themselves  by  j 
clothing  the  people  of  the  Peacock , and  liberally 
administering  to  all  their  wants.  The  brutality  of 
the  British , after  the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake,  has 
been  constantly  stated — were  the  facts  different  from 
the  reports  given  to  the  world,  they  would  have  been 
denied  ; for  we  have  thousands. that  “leave  no  stone 
unturned”  to  exhibit  the  enemy  as  models  of  per- 
fection— (ethe  shield  of  afflicted  humanity,  and  bulwark 
of  religion .”  But  the  verity  of  these  things  have 
not  been  impeached  ; and  we  accept  them  as  incon- 
trovertible truths.  We  shall  not  notice  this  outra- 
geous matter  again,  except  in  extenuation,  if  the 
“well  inclined”  shall  furnish  a statement ; but  in- 
vite our  readers  to  the  following  from  the  New-Jer- 
sey  “j FredordanP 

“Our  readers  will  recollect  an  account  we  some 
time  since  published  from  a Salem  paper,  concern- 
ing the  execrable  and  horrid  treatment  experienced 
by  the  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  the  unfortu- 
nate frigate  Chesapeake,  after  her  surrender  to  the 
British  frigate  Shannon.  We  had  the  pleasure  a 
few  days  since  of  conversing  with  one  of  the  officeis 
of  the  Chesapeake,  who  shared  the  insults  and  suf- 
ferings on  that  memorable  occasion.  We  were  par- 
ticular in  our  enquiries,  and  received  a full  and  com- 
plete confirmation  of  what  has  already  been  pub- 
lished, with  the  addition  of  some  facts  which  we  do 
not  recollect  to  have  seen  noticed. 

This  gallant  and  unfortunate  officer  stated,  that 
after  the  surrender  of  the  Chesapeake  the  British 
officers  and  men  indulged  in  the  most  horrid  and 
barbarous  excesses — no  quarter  was  for  some  time 
given — himself  was  wounded  in  three  several  places, 
dragged  from  the  top  and  precipitated  to  the  deck 
where  he  lay  for  some  time  senseless,  weltering  in 
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his  gore.  His  trunk  was  broken  open  and  all  bis 
clothes  and  upwards  of  #100  in  cash  taken  out. — 
After  their  arrival  at  Halifax  and  in  attending  the 
funeral  rites  of  their  late  gallant  commander,  he  .vas 
reduced  to  the  humiliating  and  degrading  necessity 
of  wearing  the  same  clothes  he  wore  in  the  engage- 
ment and  bad  worn  ever  since,  literally  stiff  with 
blood  ! — Capt.  Lawrence,  when  momently  expecting 
to  breathe  bis  last,  requested  that  his  private  papers 
— ms  wife’s  letters  ! would  be  given  up — this  was 
refused.  He  also  had  some  choice  wine  which  he 
seemed  inclined  to  taste,  but  with  brutal  feeling 
this  was  peiemptorily  refused. 

Such  are  among  the  insults  and  sufferings  expe- 
rienced by  as  noble  and  brave  officers  as  ever 
fought.  We  leave  our  readers  to  make  their  own 
comments.” 

Russian  mediation.—  The  master  of  a Swedish 
vessel  that  has  arrived  at  Newport,  R.  I.  reports 
that  the  ship  Neptune,  with  Messrs  Gallatin  and 
Bayard  on  board,  had  anchored  in  the  Sound  (the 
entrance  of  the  Baltic J on  the  evening  of  the  21st 
of  June.  This  vessel  brought  despatches  to  our  go- 
vernment from  Mr.  Adams,  and  also  from  the  Rus- 
sian government  for  Mr.  J/aschkojf. 

Many  persons,  with  views  hot  easily  reconcilable 
to  their  professions,  appear  sincerely  to  desire  that 
the  proposed  mediation  of  Russia  may  fail.  Among 
the  million  of  things  they  have  said  about  it,  they 
have  lately  denied  that  Air.  Baschkojf  was  authori- 
sed to  propose  it.  The  question  is  at  issue  as  follows: 
A Boston  paper  says,  “ We  are  even  pi  t pared  to 
prove  that  the  offer  of  mediation  was  an  unauthor- 
ised act  on  the  part  of  Air.  DaschkofT.” 

The  JVational  Intelligencer  rejoins , “ We  aver  in 
I the  most  peremptory  manner  that  the  assertion, 
which'the  Boston  editor  says  he  is  prepared  to  prove 

is  false  ; and  we  dare  him  to  the  proof. Unless 

he  produce  it,  he  stands  convicted  of  having  said 
the  thing  that  is  not.” 

Tiie  Federal  Gazette,  of  Baltimore,  states,  that 
“ Admiral  Warren  had  informed  a gentleman  who 
was  lately  on  board  of  his  ship,  that  the  English  go- 
vernment had  declined  accepting  the  offered  media- 
tion of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.” 

The  allies. Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman. 

of  Pittsburg,  dated  Fort  Jieigs,  Aug.  9 : “ In  conse- 
quence of  the  communication  being  cut  off,  I had 
not  an  opportunity  of  writing  you  until  now.  The 
enemy  found  he  could  not  do  us  any  injury.  The 
first  day  they  made  their  appearance,  the  Indians 
killed  five  of  the  picquet  guard,  and  took  four  pri- 
soners. The  night  before  they  left  us,  they  had  a war 
dance,  and  BURNED  SOME  OF  THE  PRISONERS 

we  d©  not  know  how  many,  ’as  the  bones  were 

nearly  burnt  up.  We  are  all  well.” 

Bal  more , the  “ devoted  city.’* — We  are  delighted 
to  observe  in  the  Richmond  papers,  the  following  ho- 
norable testimony  in  favor  of  Baltimore,  from  the 
commander  of  an  invaluable  body  of  patriots- we  are 
proud  to  esteem  : 

Fxtract  of  a letter  from  Capt.  Booker,  commander  oj 
the  Richmond  Washington  Volunteers,  to  Thomas 
Ritchie , esq,  dated  Baltimore , Aug.  23  • 

“ We  have  been  much  fatigued,  though  cheerful 
in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  at  Annapolis,  from 
which  place  we  marched  an  Friday  last,  and  reached 
this  place  on  Saturday  evening : Never  were  soldiers 
more  hospitably  treated  than  our  volunteers  are  by 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  Their  treatment  is  such 
as  to  excite  and  deserve  the  acknowledgments  of  all 
the  men.  We  are  ordered  to  York,  Penn,  there  to 
wait  the  orders  of  col.  T.  M.  Randolph,  who  is  now 
in  Virginia,  perhaps  at  Norfolk.”^ 
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On  Monday  morning,  the  29th  of  August,  ca.- 
company  of  elegant  young  men,  took  up  their  march 
for  York.  They  were  escorted  through  the  city  and 
some  distance  on  the  road,  by  the  Baltimore  Inde- 
pendent Blues  And  the  Yagers,  with  their  full  band 
of  music.  The  streets  through  which  they  passed 
were  crowded  bv  a people  that  knew  how  to  respect 
them,  and  the  windows  were  filled  with  sympathis- 
ing beauty.  Tiiey  took  with  them  the  best  wishes 
of  Baltimore. 

Two  seamen,  Thomas  Dennis  and  William  Power, 
©f  Baltimore  county,  sailed  from  Baltimore  for 
Lisbon  in  Aug.  1812,' in  a licensed  vessel.  The  ship 
w s captured  and  sent  into  Bermuda,  where  she  and 

her  cargo  were  cleared but  the  crew  were  sent  to 

England  as  prisoners  of  war  !!! This  is  “ British 

justice.” 

A full  account  of  the  solemn  honors  paid  to  the 
remains  of  Capt.  Lawrence  and  lieut.  Ludlow , at  Sa- 
lem, has  not  yet  reached  us  ; and  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  the  subject  to  give  it  partially  : it  is, 
therefore,  postponed. 

A Swedish  vcsselVhat  sailed  from  New-Haven  for 
St.  Bartholomews,  was  sent  to  Halifax , and  there 
compelled  to  sell  her  cargo.  A s provisions  are  badly 
wanted  in — * — Canada , she  will  probably  return  to 

take  out  a second  load  to St.  Bartholomews. 

This  is  a vile  business ; but  it  is  nearly  stopped  from 
all  the  places  where  the  articles  desired  are  to  be 
had  in  large  quantities. 

Maj.  Gen.  Dearborn.  A splendid  public  dinner 
was  given  to  Gen.  Dearborn,  at  Boston , an  the  27" th 
ult.  Many  distinguished  citizens  attended  ; among 
the  Vice-President  of  the  U.  S.  Gem  Cushing,  &c. 
Af"er  dining,  the  following,  among  many  other  like 
patriotic,  toasts  were  given  : 

The  American  Armies— The  best  negotiators  for  peace,  are  those 
who  contend  for  the  successful  issue  of  the  war. 

The  Navy  of  the  U.  States— It  has  inscribed  in  letters  of  glory, 
the  national  sentiment  of  Free  Trade  and  Sailors ’ Rights,  which  no 
American  will  consent  to  erase. 

The  memory  of  Washington— His  sainted  spirit  beckons  us  to  the 
same  field,  where  lie  first  unfurled  the  sacred  banner  of  independ- 
ence. . . , 

The  War— May  the  God  of  battles  crown  it  with  success. 

THE  WAR— May  its  pi\  « cution  be  as  vigorous,  as  its  objects  are 
sacred. 

THE  WAR — -Like  that  of  the  Revolution,  may  it  serve  to 
Strengthen  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  add  to  the  happiness 
and  virtue  of  mankind. 

Washington , Jefferson,  Franklin  and  Barlow— In  war,  politics, 
philosophy,  and  literature,  four  goodly  pillars  in  the  great  temple  of 
our  national  character. 

Pike,  Lawrence,  Ludlaav,  and  other  gallant  spirits,  who  have  fall- 
en in  defence  of  their  country’s  rights— Their  characters  will  ever 
fie  held  in  sacred  remembrance. 

Our  respected  fellow-citizen,  George  Crowninshield,  and  his  ten 
worthy  associates,  whose  sympathies  prompted  them  to  remove 
the  brave  from  a f oreign  laud,  to  the  sepulchre  of  their  fathers. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

By  Gen  Dearborn— May  the  state  of  Massachusetts  support,  in 
the  present  war,  the  liigh  and  dignified  character  her  statesmen, 
soldiers  and  seamen,  so  honorably  supported  in  the  glorious  contest 
for  our  independence— 18  cheers. 

By  the  vice-president  of  the  U.  States— May  justice  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, moderation  in  France,  and  patriotism  in  the  U.  States,  pre- 
vail ov  er  avarice,  ambition,  and  party  contention, and  present  Mars 

a victim  on  the  sacred  altar  of  peace. 

By  the  president  of  the  day— Our  respected  fellow-citizen,  Gen. 
Dearborn— The  man  who  was  so  well  and  so  deserved  beloved  by 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  lately  under  his  command. 

By  the  same— The  vice-president  of  the  U.  States— A Cato  in  inte- 
grity, a Sidney  in  intrepidity. 

Deserters.  From  the  Baltimore  Patriot. We 

have  received  the  following  letter  in  the  common 
and  ordinary  channel,  affording  no  information  as  to 
its  author.  The  enclosure  alluded  to  was  actually 
in  the  letter.  Thus  made  the  stewards  of  the  writer’s 
liberality,  for  the  purposes  he  mentions,  we  have  no 
other  course  to  take  than  to  give  publicity  to  his  let- 
ter : 

^SIR— Beipgi of  opinion  to  encourage  the  troops  employed 
^gainst  >pu  tottesert,  is  a justifiable  and  cheap  mode  pf  counter- 


acting the  public  enemy,  sanctioned  by  common  usage,  a mor* 
moral  and  humane  way  of  carrying  on  war,  than  burning  villages, 
abusing  helpless  women,  killing  old  men,  or  even  shooting  had  or 
iron  bullets  into  soldiers  or  sailors,  by  what  is  called  regiments  and 
armies,  viz.  men  ranked  up  into  rows. 

“For  these  and  other  reasons  that  will  suggest  themselves  to 
you,  permit  me  to  request  you  and  all  the  editors  iu  the  U.  States, 
not  devoted  to  the  enemy,  to  introduce  into  every  paper  you  pub- 
lish, useful  information  to  men  composing  the  land  and  sea  forces 
the  British  have  on  our  coast  and  frontier  ; giving  them  to  know 
that  on  coming  among  us,  they  will  be  well  treated,  allowed  to  fol- 
low any  business  they  please, and  in  any  town  or  place  in  the  U. 
States  they  think  proper;  that  deserters  will  not  be  given  up,  nor 
considered  prisoners  of  war ; neither  will  they  be  asked  to  enter 
into  the  army  or  navy  of  the  U.  States. 

“As  these  men,  on  their  coining  over  to  us,  cannot  be  well  fur- 
nished with  clothes  or  money,  and  as  it  is  a point  of  interest,  as 
well  as  honor  to  the  United  States,  that  they  should  be  comfortably 

{irovided  for  on  their  starting  here,  let  us  give  the  poor  fellows  a 
ittle  help. 

“For  this,  the  enclosed  one  hundred  dollar  note  is  sent  to  you  ; 
with  a request,  that  you  pay  to  the  ten  soldiers  or  sailors,  that  first 
desert from  the  British  in  the  Chesapeake,  ten  dollars  each.  Should 
you  manage  the  business  well,  the  donor  may  have  another  hun- 
dred forth  coming,  for  the  same  purpose;  and  if  each  citizen  that 
can  spare  some  such  sum,  lias  it  employed  in  the  same  way,  it  is  pro* 
liable  we  shall  soon  free  our  waters  of  their  present  troublesome 
visitors. 

“This  plan,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  approved  of,  and  supported  by 

the  j Quakers.” 

Tiie  public  have  now  information  of  the  object 
of  our  unknown  correspondent ; and  we  can  only 
announce  that  we  are  ready  to  comply  with  the  term's 
of  the  above  offer. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Gazette. 

Sir — I enclose  for  publication,  the  subsequent 
letter  of  M.  T.  Simpson,  esq.  which  scarcely  needs 
a comment : such  an  instance  of  genuine  patriotism 
is  rarely  to  be  found.  Mr.  S.  had  nothing  to  stake 
on  the  frontier,  his  residence  is  in  the  interior,  and 
to  avoid  the  imputation  of  sinister  motive,  in  the. 
praise  worthy  transaction,  the  public  are  informed 
that  he  is  a “federalist.”  A Subscriber. 

August  9,  1813. 

Buffalo,  July  27,  1813. 

Captain  Horatio  Jones, 

Sir — In  consideration  of  the  gallant  defence  made 
by  a party  of  your  Indians,  in  the  late  attack  of  the 
British  at  Black  Rock,  I take  leave  to  enclose  you 
one  hundred  dollars,  which  I request  you  will  order 
to  be  equally  distributed  among  them,  and  which  I 
hope  they  will  unhesitatingly  receive  as  a proof  of 
tjie  respect  1 entertain  for  their  brave  and  efficient 
exertions,  in  dispersing  the  invading  enemy.  In 
haste,  but  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

M.  r.  SIMPSON,  of  Penn. 

P.  S.  On  reconsideration,  I request  the  above  do- 
nation may  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  haz- 
ard and  exposure  of  the  individual  who  led  the  party 
and  showed  the  best  example  ; to  ascertain  which  I 
request  you  will  authorise  the  nicest  enquiry. 

From  an  Alexandria  paper.  Sept.  1, 
Torpedoes. — “It  appears  to  be  acknowledged  on 
board  admiral  Cockburn’s  ship  that  Mr.  Mix’s  tor- 
pedo had  marked  near  the  Cat  head,  although  it  had 
no  ways  injured  the  line  of  battle  ship  Plantagenet ; 
and  that  in  the  whole  fleet  there  is  plentiful  abuse  of 
the  American  government  (who  in  fact  gave  no  sort 
of  patronage  or  encouragement  to  its  perpetrator  or 
inventor)  although  it  was  merely  the  effusion  of  an 
enterprising  active  young  man  in  the  naval  service. 
They  unfairly  condemn  it  as  a villainous,  invidious, 
improper  and  cowardly  means  of  warfare  (for  such 
are  the  terms  they  use  in  execration  of  it ;)  never  re- 
flecting, that  their  ruling  administration  had  paid 
Mr.  Fulton  a very  handsome  stipend  for  liis  inven- 
tion after  experiencing  its  full  efficacy  upon  a desig. 
nated  vessel,  and  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  the  ad. 
miralty  with  many  naval  characters  assembled  to 
view  its  effect  from  the  Sand-Down  Castle  of  the 
Cinque  port  near  to  Deal  apd  the  Downs.  They  aisq 
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enemy  at  that  place,  and  adds  considerably  to  the 
amount  of  depredations. 

The  Creeks. — The  war  party  is  reported  to  be  3000 
, strong— the  peace  party  at  1000.  The  governor  of 
tion,  as  published  in  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  Georgia  has  went  on  to  the  frontiers  to  prepare  for 
of  May  15ih,  1813.)  Nor  reflecting  either  that  the  j|j,e  reCeption  of  the  military  force  he  had  called  out  ; 
British  ministry  has  induced  the  trial  of  the  effect  wi,-ich  |las  marched  under  the  command  of  brig,  gem 


forgot  lord  Grey’s  recent  statement  in  parliament  as 
to  the  commuted  payment  as  the  then  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty which  he  made  Mr.  Fulton  upon  it.  (Vide 
his  lordship’s  speech  upon  the  naval  enquiry  ques- 


from  torpedoes  upon  the  French  flotilla  at  Bologne, 
a long  time  after  Mr.  Fulton’s  Sundown  Castle  ex- 
periment !” 

From  the  N.  Y.  Columbian  cf  August  31. 

One  of  the  torpedoes  which  was  anchored  at  the 
Narrows  on  the  21st  of  last  June,  was  taken  up  to 
be  examined  on  Saturday  ; the  powder  wots  perfect- 
ly dry,  and  the  lock  in  good  order.  This  is  an  in 
tevesting  proof  that  torpedoes  can  be  preserved  un 
der  water  for  months. 

MILITARY. 

The  North-Western  army  will  soon  consist  of  at 
least  4,000  regulars  and  3,000  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
volunteers. 

“The  Delaware  and  Shawanoese  Indians  on  this 
frontier  have  turned  out  about  two  hundred  men 


Stewart. 

A letter  from  Fort  Stoddart , dated  July  29,  says 
•‘the  post  rider  has  been  stopped  and  robbed  ot  his 
mail,  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  his  hat  shot  oft.’' 
It  appears  that  several  other  mails  have  been  taken 
by  the  war  Creeks.  The  Civil  war  rages  through  the 
whole  country. 

An  account  from  New  Orleans  of  Aug.  2,  says  that 
700  Indians  had  advanced  to  the  settlements  on  lish 
river ; but  1000  regulars  were  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  it  was  hoped,  might  meet  them. 

It  is  stated  that  the  secretary  of  war  will  locate 
himself  for  a while  at  SacketCs  Harbor — -which  gen. 
Wilkinson  has  probably  left  before  this  for  tort 
I George.  The  time  of  busy  action  is  evidently  at 


ii  i , * , . c . . | nand,  at  every  post— say  Burlington,  Sacketi  s Itar- 

who  have  marched  to  the  relief  of  gen.  Harrison.  ’ • 1 . Th**  flotillas  are 

rr,i  ,,r  , ^ ...  ° 0 .lior,  Fort  George  and  tort  JVLe.gs.  1 ne  mamas  aie 

The  Wyandots  within  our  lines,  the  Senecas  and  , » •s~.  . . ~ 


e 
And 


Mingoes  have  aUo  turned out  their  disposable j dia  appear 

ss? u™;rdl0  «>  •»  « *»  °f 


my  during  tne  campaign. 

JNO.  JOHNSTON,  Indian  Agent. 

Piqua , August  3,  1813.” 

At  Fort  George , we  learn,  we  have  6,000  effec- 
tive men  and  500  Indians.  Deserters  from  the  ene- 
my come  in  almost  daily  ; and  agree  in  stating  that 
the  British  are  short  of  provisions  : they  also  report 
their  force  in  the  neighborhood  to  be  about  2,000 
regulars,  5 or  600  militia,  and  4 or  500  Indians. 

Gen.  Boyd's  letter,  inserted  in  page  418,  last  ve- 


erents. 

Two  hundred  newlv  enlisted  recruits  were  en- 
camped at- Winchester,  Vu.  Aug.  21 — 500  arrived  at 
New-York,  on  their  wav  10  the  north,  Aug.  26. 

Many  of  the  officers  V the  Ohio  Militia,  now  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  have  solicited  gov. 
Meigs  to  take  the  command  of  them  in  person,  to 
which  also  he  has  been  earnestly  invited  by  general 
Harrison. 

We  understand,  (says  the  National  Intelligent 


lume,  should  have  been  dated  August  17,  instead  of  cgr^  tjiat  tjle  president  has  conferred  on  major 
“13.”  We  have  another  account  of  the  same  affair,  | QK(mGi;  Cuoghan,  the  Brevet  rank  of  lieutenant-cot 
from  a private  source  which  states,  that  an  ambus-  L^/inthe  army  of  the  United  States,  to  rank  from 
cade  being  formed  near  a camp  of  British  Indians, Ljle  ^ ()f  August  18L3 — a day  which  will  ever  be 
OU;'  Indians  in  front,  and  the  regulars  so  placed  as  to  |conspicuous  in  the  biography  of  this  youthful  hero, 

while  it  affords  a memorable  proof  of  the  gallantry 
and  Spartan  valor  of  the  little  band  under  his  com- 
mand in  the  fortress  ot  Sandusky. 


cut  ori  the  retreat  of  the  enemy — at  day  light  the ! 
American  Indians  gave  the  war-whoop — the  British 
Indians  taking  this  for  a friendly  call,  came  forth, 
and  were  within  half  rifle  shot  before  they  discov- 
ered the  stratagem.  They  were  fallen  upon  on  all 
sides,  and  made  but  little  resistance.  Seventy-five 
of  them  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  16  prisoners 
taken,  as  represented  by  gen.  Boyd.  The  account 
further  says  “ six  scalps  were  brought  in  by  our 
Indians  ; but  this  we  understand  was  disapproved 
of  by  gen.  Boyd."  Boyd  says,  on  the  contrary,  (see 
the  page  above  referred  to)  that  they  “ committed 
no  wanton  cruelties  on  the  dead and  speaks  of 
their  humanity  as  being  “ conspicuous.” 

At  Saclcett's  Harbor  tlie  number  of  troops  is  not 
stated  ; we  presume  it  is  not  less  than  6,000  men. 

Major-general  Wilkinson  arrived  at  Suckett’s  Har- 
bor on  the  20th  Aug.  His  presence  has  given  great 
confidence  to  the  troops.  We  believe  the  secretary 
of  war  is  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  fort  George. 

From  Lake  Champlain.  Our  naval  force  on  the 
lake  sailed  down  towards  the  enemy’s  lines,  about 
12  days  dgo,  and  discovering  that  he  had  added  10! 
galleys  to  his  force  which  gave  him  a decided  supe- 
riority, they  returned  to  Burlington  ,-  at  which  place 
there  were  then  collected  5,000  regulars,  under  mnj. 

gen.  Hampton 2,000  more  were  on  their  march 

and  immediately  expected  from  the  eastern  slates, 
and  several  smaller  bodies  were  pushing  to  that 
that  post  from  other  Quarters. 

Tiie  Platt sburg  paper  confirms  all  the  accounts 
We  have  published  of  the  wanton  barbarities  of  the 


ATTACH  ON  SANDUSKY. 

Cuiiicotue,  August  12. — In  tiie  last  g.-zette,  we 
stated  that  major  Croghan,  in  consequence  of  his 
disobeying  an  order,  to  burn  and  evacuate  fort  Ste- 
phenson, had  been  succeeded  in  his  command  by 
col.  Wells.  After  the  arrival  of  major  Croghan  at 
head-quarters,  he  gave  to  the  commanding  general 
such  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  ability  to  maintain 
ins  post,  that  he  was  immediately  sent  back  and 
resumed  the  command. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  inst.  the  British  and  In- 
dians who  had  came  up  the  Sandusky  river  from  the 
bay,  commenced  from  their  boats  a heavy  cannonad- 
ing upon  the  fort,  and  threw  in  a great  number  of 
shells  from  their  bomb  batteries.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued his  operations  without  success  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  2d,  when  after  throwing  a great  number 
of  balls  from  a six  pounder,  at  the  north-west  angle 
of  the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  making  a breach,  a 
column  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Short,  advanced  to  the  point  on  which  the  artillery 
had  played,  with  the  intention  of  storming,  but  the 
judicious  management  of  major  Croghan,  foiled  the 
enemy  in  his  attempt.  The  ditch  which  surrounded 
the  works  was  about  eight  feet  wide  and  of  equal 
depth — this  the  enemy  had  to  enter  before  he  could 
approach  the  pickets,  (through  the  top  of  each  of 
which  a bayonet  was  driven  in  a horizontal  airec- 
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tion).  Wlille  in  this  situation,  the  6 pounder  which 
was  masked  in  a block-house  and  placed  so  as  to 
rake  the  ditch,  and  a ravine  adjacent,  poured  upon 
the  storming*  column  a tremendous  shower  of  mus- 
ket balls,  which  did  terrible  execution,  and  so  con- 
founded the  assailants,  that  It.  col.  Short,  who  had 
previously  ordered  his  men  to  scale  the  pickets,  and 
“show  the  damn'd  Yankee  rascals  no  quarters exhi- 
bited a white  handkerchief  as  a signal  of  distress, 
evincing*  his  disposition  to  have  quarters  shewn  him, 
after  lie  had  proclaimed  that  the  garrison  should  be 
massacred.  It  was,  however,  too  late — the  next  dis- 
charge proved  fatal — he  fell — and  iieut.  Gordon  of 
tiie  49th  regiment  died  by  his  side.  This  was  near 
two  hours  before  sun  set.  The  fire  from  the  block- 
house was  now  principally  directed  at  the  enemy 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  ravine — the  slaughter 
there  was  immense,  and  gen.  Proctor  who  command- 
ed in  person , ordered  the  allied  enemy  to  retreat  to 
their  boats.  The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  oc- 
cupied in  carrying  off  the  dead  and  wounded — from 
the  number  of  trails  discovered  in  the  grass  it  is 
evident,  that  not  less  than  fifty  of  the  dead  were 
dragged  away.  About  thirty  killed,  including  the 
two  officers  mentioned  above,  were  left  in  the  ditch 
and  ravine,  and  thirty  prisoners,  eighteen  severely 
wounded,  were  afterwards  brought  into  the  fort, 
which  the  general,  in  his  hurry,  left  behind.  It  is  a 
fact,  worthy  of  observation,  that  not  one  Indian  was 
found  among  the  dead,  although  it  is  known  that 
from  three  to  four  hundred  were  present,  under  the 
celebrated  captain  Elliot.  The  number  of  regulars 
was  four  hundred  and  ninety  from  the  49th  regiment. 
Major  Croghan  had  but  one  man  killed,  and  seven 
slightly  wounded.  His  whole  force  amounted  to  but 
145  effectives. 

Major  Croghan,  who  has  thus  nobly  defended, 
and  gallantly  defeated  the  choicest  troops  command- 
ed by  Proctor  and  Teeumseh,  is  a native  of  Kentuc- 
ky. He  is  not  more  than  22  years  of  age  ! 

Burxingtox,  August  %Q. — While  the  British  were 
at  Plattsburgh,  col.  Murray,  conversing  with  some 
gentlemen,  accidentally  drew  from  his  pocket,  with 
bis  handkerchief,  a paper  which  lodged  upon  the 
ground.  A bye  slander  observing*  it,  stepped  aside 
of  the  colonel,  and  to  appearance  accidentally  drop- 
ped his  handkerchief,  which  covered  the  paper,  both 
were  secured.  This  paper  contains  a plan  of  Platts- 
burg  and  this  town,  the  situation  of  this  camp,  all 
the  bays  upon  this  shore,  recommends  Shelburn  bay, 
(a  few  miles  south  of  Burlington)  as  the  best  for  an 
army  to  land,  gives  all  the  roads  leading  from  said 
bay  to  this  village,  &c.  &c.  We  understand  that  on 
comparison  of  writing,  one  Joseph  Ackley  a citizen 
of  Plattsburg,  bad  been  charged  with  the  crime; 
he  for  some  time  denied  it,  but  finally  lias  acknow- 
ledged the  fact,  and  that  he  w,-.s  to  receive  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  plan.  Fifty  he  had  received,  the 
remainder  was  due  to  him. 

He  was  secured,  and  immediately  sent  t.o  Albany. 

From  the  Pittsburg  Mercury. 

{"The  editor  of  tiie  Mercury  has  been  politely  favor- 
ed by  a friend  with  th©  following  copy  of  a letter 
from  lj*r.  Samuel  MTveehan.  It  details  many  in- 
teresting particulars  of  the  affair  at  Sandusky,  on 
the  2d  inst.  not  hitherto  published.  Dr.  MfKeehan 
js  the  same  gentleman  who  last  February  was  sent 
by  general  Harrison  with  a flag  to  Malden,  who 

was  wounded  on  his  way  thither,  aprested, 

sent  to,  and  confined  in  the  cells  of  Montreal, 
on  the  pretext  of  his  being  engaged  in  carrying  oh 
a secret  correspondence.  He  is  a man  of  unex- 
ceptionable character.,  warmly  attached  to  the 
cause  of  h is  country,  and  on  whose  statements  the 
utmost  reliance  may  be  placed.] 


Lovvkr  SiunrsKY,  Augusts,  1813. 

Yesterday,  sun  about  an  hour  and  an  halt  high, 
the  British  to  the  amount  of  about  500,  with  a large 
body  of  Indians,  attempted  to  storm  this  post,  aided 
with  six  field  pieces,  playing  upon  the  X.  W.  corner. 
In  order  that  you  may  form  sonv-  idea  of  the  place, 
mark  t e following. 

The  pickets  18  feet  high,  bayonets  nailed  to  the 
sides  of  the  tops  with  pieces  of  iron,  with  their 
points  outwards,  a ditch  six  feet  deep  and  six  wide  ; 
but  not  having  enough  of  bayonets,  about  twenty-five 
feet  of  the  east  side  was  left  destitute  of  them,  as 
well  as  of  a block-house  in  the  S.  E.  corner. 


* 1 1 | 

j B.  H.  \ 
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The  enemy  were  under  the  impression,  that  our. 
piece  of  artillery,  a six  pounder,  was  in  the  block 
house,  having  discovered  by  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
enemy  where  they  intended  to  storm. 

In  twenty-four  hours,  they  had  struck  our  works 
with  upwards  of  508  shot;  100  of  them,  shells,  &c. 
came  within  the  fort,  and  more  than  300  balls  struck 
the  place  where  they  attempted  to  storm,  and  made 
considerable  havoc  among  the  pickets. 

The  enemy’s  middle  column  came  up  15  deep  and 
J.50  strong,  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Short,  sustain- 
ing a heavy  fire  from  our  muskets ; when  they  came 
up  to  the  ditch,  and  saw  what  was  before  them,  the 
soldiers  stopped  ; but  Short  and  a lieutenant  drove 
them  into  the  ditch,  and  followed  in  quick  succes- 
sion themselves.  Col.  Short  was  tiie  first  who  en- 
deavored to  gain  the  summit  of  the  picketed  side  ; 
but  failed  and  fell  back  into  the  ditch.  At  this  mo- 
ment, our  piece  of  artillery  was  let  loose  about  35 
yards  from,  and  upon  them.  In  this  fire.  Short  re- 
ceived a small  slug  in  his  body.  The  terror  which 
took  place  in  consequence  of  the  execution  done, 
together  with  his  own  critical  and  perilous  situation, 
caused  h m to  ho.st  a white  handkerchief  on  the  end 
of  his  sword,  and  cry  for  quarters  : but  being  enve- 
loped in  smoke  and  dust,  our  engineers  did  not  see 
bis  flag.  A second  fire  carried  it  away,  and  drove 
through  his  body  several  slugs,  of  one  and  a fourth 
inch  square,  and  one  through  his  mouth.  The  ene- 
my gave  way  in  every  direction,  and  left  dead,  dying 
and  wounded  in  the  ditch  52,  including  their  two 
officers. 

Previous  tq  the  attempt  to  carry  the  post  by  storm, 
colonel  Elliot}:  came  with  a flag,  and  demanded 
the  surrender*  of  the  fort.  Ensign  Shipp  went  to 
meet  hint]  an  Indian  came  up  and  made  an  at- 
tempt to  take  off  his  coat.  He  drew  his  sword 
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and  made  him  stand  off,  and  informed  Elliott  and 
Dixon  that  major  Croghan  and  those  under  him 
were  determined  not  to  capitulate  to  a combined 
British  and  Indian  force.  Says  Elliott  you  are  a 
line  young  man,  but  I am  sorry  for  you  ; our  Indians 
are  so  numerous,  col.  Proctor  says  he  will  not  be 
able  to  restrain  them  in  case  of  obstinacy,  and  now 
is  the  only  time  mercy  can  be  expected.  < The  insult 
offered  to  ensign  Shipp  attracted  the  attention  ot 
Croghan,  who  mounted  the  pickets  and  hallowed 
out,  what  does  that  mean  ? Shipp,  come  in,  and  we 
we’ll  blow  them  all  to  hell.  Shipp  retired,  bidding 
Elliott  and  Dixon  good-bye.  At  this  time  the  Indi- 
ans and  engineers  had  advanced  within  forty  steps 
of  the  pickets.  Croghan  ran  to  the  other  side  and 
ordered  his  men  to  fire,  which  they  did,  and  killed 
a lieutenant  and  some  Indians.  The  contest  lasted 
till  sun-set,  and  with  small  arms  till  an  hour  after 
dark,  and  scattering  shots  till  midnight,  during 
which  time  our  people  supplied  the  wounded  in  the  | 
ditch  with  water,  by  throwing  full  canteens  over  the 
pickets.  They  got  in  all  the  wounded  by  1 o’clock 
in  the  morning.  From  the  marks  of  blood,  &c.  there 
could  not  be  less  than  200  killed  and  wounded. 

They  left  70  muskets,  2000  cartridges,  100  rounds 
of  fixed  ammunition,  a boat  with  a considerable 
number  of  blankets  and  clothing,  three  kegs  powder, 
and  a quantity  of  cannon  ball. 

Camp,  Senf.ca,  August  5,  1813. 

I came  up  last  evening,  four  of  the  British  are 
dead  and  dying  last  night.  Amongst  the  prisoners 
here,  are  a sergeant  and  corporal  wiio  stood  guard 
over  me  in  Canada  last  winter,  and  I dressed  the 

wounds  of  a soldier  who  took  me  by  the  throat. 

They  appeared  glad  to  see  me,  and  I know  that  I 
Was  glad  to  see  them  here. 

Major  Croghan  not  having'  a disposable  force,  the 
enemy  were  enabled  to  take  away  most  of  their  kill- 
ed and  wounded  (after  dark)  to  their  boats.  It  does 
appear  that  the  enemy  were  confident  of  success,  as 
they  came  up  col.  Short  was  whistling,  and  the 
lieutenant  swearing.  It  also  seems  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  be  merciful ; as  the  colonel  was  heard 
to  say,  “ press  on  boys,  no  quarters .” 

From  the  National  Intelligencer . 

“ We  are  sorry  to  perceive  that  all  the  accounts 
hitherto  received,  concur  in  representing  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  on  this  occasion,  as  afford- 
ing ample  proof  of  the  characteristic  barbarity  and 
the  sanguinary  disposition  of  that  nation,  which  has 
been  called  by  men  professing  themselves  to  be  Ame- 
nccwsjthe  “bulwark  of  our  religion,”  and  the  “shield 
of  oppressed  humanity.”  Fiona  sources  entitled  to 
credit,  we  learn  that  when  col.  Elliott  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  fort,  he  stated  that,  unless  his  de- 
mand was  promptly  acceded  to,  a general  massacre 
would  ensue.  And  when  col.  Short,  who  commanded 
the  liritish  regulars  destined  to  storm  the  fort,  had 
formed  his  troops  in  a line  parallel  with  the  ditch,  he 
ordered  them,  in  the  hearing  of  our  men,  to  leap  the 
ditch,  cut  down  the  pickets  and  give  the  Americans 
no  quarter.  This  barbarous  order,  which  none  but 
a savage  could  give,  was  not,  however  permitted  to 
go  unpunished ; for  the  words  were  hardly  out  ot  the 
mouth  of  tjhe  British  commander,  when  the  retribu- 
tive justice  of  Providence  arrested  him  ; and  the 
wretch  was  obliged  to  sue  for  that  mercy  which  he 
had  determined  not  to  extend  to  others.  It  may  be 
observed  here,  in  honor  of  the  character  of  the  Ame- 
rican soldier,  that  though  our  little  band  were  well 
aware  of  the  fate  which  the  enemy  had  prepared  for 
them  : yet,  they  were  no  sooner  subdued,  than  the 
Americans  forgot  their  crimes  in  their  sufferings  ; 
and  the  wounded  in  the  ditch , whose  groans  and  con 
jttaut  culls  for  water  were  heard  by  our  men  in  the  fort, 


were  supplied  with  that  necessary  article ; on  the  night 
succeeding  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy  by  the  gene- 
rosity of  the  Americans,  who,  with  considerable  haz- 
ard, ventured  to  risk  their  lives  in  order  to  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  the  very  men  who  had  plotted  their 
entire  destruction 

It  may  be  well  still  further  to  impress  on  the 
mind,  the  sublimity  of  those  generous  deeds-,  by 
stating  the  fact  that  the  fire  upon  the  fort  was  yet 
occasionally  kept  up  ; and  that  the  garrison  could 
not  possibly  discover,  in  the  night,  the  real  condi- 
tion of  the  enemy.  Let  the  “ shield  of  humanity ” 
emulate  this  example,  and  furnish  us  with  one  in- 
stance of  like  hazardous  magnanimity, to  ameliorate 
her  barbarous  conduct.  Compare  tills  with  the  pri- 
vations suffered  by  our  gallant  seamen  ; and  call  to 
memory  the  starvations  on  board  the  Jersey  prison 
slip,  [ed.  hew. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brig.  gen.  Bat'd  to  the  secretmy 
of  war,  dated 

IIKAD-Q.T7ARTERS,  FORT  GEORGE,  August  14. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  report,  that  at  day  break 
this  morning,  the  enemy  attacked  us  at  all  our  pic- 
quets/which  retired  towards  the  camp,  pursued  by 
his  advance  guards.  A skirmish  ensued  in  the  vil- 
lage, with  little  effect  upon  us  ; after  which  he  re- 
treated, having  come  within  reach  of  our  cannon, 
but  never  within  musket  shot  of  our  entrenchments. 
One  captain  of  the  49th  and  a few  privates  have 
been  brought  in  prisoners.  We  lost  two  men  and 
a few  wounded  ; the  enemy  left  about  15  dead  on 
different  grounds.  He  is  supposed  to  have  brought 
his  whole  force  into  the  field  ; but  finding  our  posi- 
tion so  strong  desisted  from  a general  attack.  Sir 
George  Prevost  was  in  person  at  the  attack.  Kis 
force  is  withdrawn  out  of  our  reach  into  his  strong 
holds. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  respectful  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  P.  BOYD,  P>.  G.  C. 
Hon,  John  Armstrong , secretary  at  war. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  col.  William  Hnssel  to  governor 
Thomas  Posey,  dated  Vincennes , July  25, 1813. 

Sir — I have  completed  my  intended  scout,  and 
reached  every  point  of  destination,  and  arrived  at 
this  place  in  four  weeks.  On  our  route  we  had  much 
rainy  weather  and  consequently  high  waters,  which 
destroyed  much  of  our  provisions,  and  made  the 
route  much  more  disagreeable  than  otherwise  it 
would  have  been. — The  route  from  this  place  until 
we  returned  amounts  to  upwards  of  500  miles,  the 
(greater  part  of  which  is  certainly  equal  (if  not  supe- 
rior) to  any  tracts  of  country  upon  the  western  wa- 
ters ; all  of  which  lies  in  your  territory.  We  pro- 
ceeded from  Vallonia  to  the  Delaware  towns,  from 
thence  to  the  Mississinawa  towns,  there  we  found 
four  or  five  distinct  villages  ; one  pretty  strongly 
fortified,  adjoining  which  a very  considerable  en- 
campment of  Indians  had  been  kept  up,  all  of  w Inch 
we  destroyed.  W e supposed  the.lndiu.ns  had  evacu- 
ated those  towns  very  early  in  the  spring. From 

thence  we  proceeded  down  the  Wabash  to  Eel  river 
town,  from  thence  to  Wineuiack  village,  from  thence 
to  the  Prophet’s  town,  from  thence  we  re-crossed 
the  Wabash,  and  took  the  Winebagoe  town  in  our 
route  to  F’ort  Harrison.  "We  went  to  every  place 
where  we  could  expect  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy 
(that  our  situation  would  justify)  as  our  provisions 
were  then  very  short  and  our  horses  much  fatigued. 

1 had  a part  of  six  companies  of  rangers  and  a few 
volunteers  from  the  territory,  and  was  joined  by  one 
hundred  volunteers  of  Kentucky — when  I found  our 
force  was  57 3 effective  men.  The  army  marched  in 
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five  distinct  columns,  with  instructions  how  the 
front  the  rear  and  the  flanks  were  to  act  in  case  of 
an  attack  on  either.  The  right  flank  was  command- 
ed by  general  Cox  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers  ; the 
extreme  left  was  commanded  by  col.  Evans,  of  the 
Indiana  territory  ; the  other  column  on  the  right 
was  commanded  by  general  Thomas  of  the  Kentuc- 
ky volunteers,  the  other  column  on  the  left  was  com- 
manded by  col.  Wilson  of  this  territory,  and  the 
centre  by  maj.  Z.  Taylor  of  the  U.  S.  army  ; all 
those  officers  discovered  so  much  zeal  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition,  as  convinced  me  they  would 
have  done  themselves  credit  hud  we  encountered  the 
enemy. — Col.  Bartholomew  acted  as  my  aid-de-camp; 
this  veteran  has  been  so  well  tried  in  this  kind  ot 
warfare,  that  any  encomiums  from  me  would  be 
useless — major  J.  Allen  from  Kentucky,  acted  as 
quarter-master,  Mr.  Hancock  Taylor,  as  quarter- 
master sergt.  maj  Harden  acted  as  adjutant,  and 
Homer  Johnson  of  the  rangers  as  his  assistant.  All 
those  gentlemen  acted  with  such  promptitude  as 
gave  me  but  little  trouble,  and  that  only  to  check 
their  zeal  on  certain  occasions — gen.  Clever  of  Ken- 
tucky, commanded  the  advanced  party,  and  acquit- 
ted himself  much  to  my  satisfaction. — I find  also 
in  the  Kentucky  corps  several  professional  and  other 
characters  of  high  standing — which  are  deserving 
of  their  country  ; from  the  zeal  of  the  officers  and 
privates  I entertain  great  hopes  that  they  will  render 
considerable  service  to  their  country.  The  volun- 
teers from  the  territory  were  principally  men  of  ex- 
perience m Indian  warfare,  consequently  capable  of 
rendering  service. 

Messrs.  Barron  and  Laptant,  your  Indian  inter- 
preters, accompanied  us  as  guides,  assisted  by  lieut. 
Casceile,  who  were  always  on  the  alert,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  assigned  them  with  great  promp- 
titude. 

Such  was  the  disposition  of  the  army,  and  happy 
should  I have  been,  could  they  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  realizing  the  high  expectations  1 entertain- 
ed of  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  WILLIAM  RUSSEL. 

T.  S.  Col.  Bartholomew  and  lieut.  Shields  (of cap- 
tain Peyton’s  company  of  rangers)  volunteered  and 
crossed  through  the  country  from  below  the  Pro- 
phet’s town  to  the  Ohio,  in  two  places;  from  this 
you  will  discover,  that  the  country  has  been  com- 
pletely chequered  in  all  directions — and  strange  to 
tell,  saw  no  fresh  sign  of  Indians. 

Exti  nct  of  a letter  from  col.  William  Russel  of  the 

7th  r eg- 1 went  U.  S.  army  to  gov.  Posey,  dated  Vin- 
cennes, August  4,  1813. 

On  my  return  from  the  Mississinawa,  I found  the 
Indians  had  got  in  small  parties  on  this  side  of  the 
Wabash,  between  this  place  and  the  mouth  of  White 
river.  Those  two  rivers  for  some  distance  up,  are 
skirted  witli  prodigious  swamps  and  brush,  which 
afforded  them  a complete  shelter,  I despatched  ran- 
gers in  different  directions  in  order  to  drive  them 
out,  the  citizens  also  assembled  and  assisted  to 
chequer  the  country — some  of  the  Indians  had  got 

possession  of  some  horses  and  were  making  off. 

They  were  pursued  by  capt.  Dubois,  and  a party  of 
men,  who  overtook  them  and  recovered  three  horses, 
but  did  not  get  sight  of  an  Indian — captain  John 
Andre  of  the  rangers  volunteered  his  services  to 
follow  them,  he  went  on  with  16  or  18  rangers.  He 
was  also  joined  by  captain  Dubois,  and  Mr.  Barron 
your  interpreter,  together  with  a Potawatomy  Indian 
that  resides  with  Mr.  Barron  ; they  soon  discovered 
a trail  of  horses  making  out  from  the  settlement, 
which  they  pursued,  and  soon  overtook  a spy  that 


was  kept  in  the  rear ; they  pushed  on  and  dispatch- 
ed him,  which  gave  notice  to  those  in  front  who  left 
their  horses  and  fl  d with  great  precipitation — and 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  could  not  be  follow- 
ed ; they  got  from  this  party  also  5 horses  ; the  par- 
ty returned  on  the  2d  inst.  Capt  Dubois  and  Mr. 
Barron  are  active  men  ; captain  Andre  is  also  a very, 
brave  active  and  enterprising  man.  I hope  this 
friendly  Indian  will  in  future  prove  serviceable,  as 
I am  told  nothing  can  exceed  his  activity  in  the 
woods  particularly  on  a trail. 

Camp  Meigs,  August  4,  1813. 

General  orders.  Col.  Mills,  with  a portion  of  his 
command,  as  also  that  of  m jor  Pitzer,  having  ho- 
norably served  out  the  period  for  which  they  were 
called  into  the  service  of  their  country  ; are  hereby 
discharged  and  permitted  to  return  to  their  respec- 
tive homes.  Events  not  within  the  control  of  the 
present  commander  in  chief  of  this  army,  or  of  our 
government,  has  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  mili- 
tia of  the  western  states  should  compose  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  north  western  army.  OHIO  stands 
conspicuous  for  the  great  zeal  and  promptness  with 
which  her  citizens  have  yielded  the  comforts  of  pri- 
vate life,  for  the  toils  and  privations  of  the  camp. 

In  the  return  of  the  present  detachment  of  Ohio 
troops  to  their  families  and  homes  ; it  is  due  to  Ohio 
and  her  sons,  to  record  their  honorable  services. 

To  col.  Mills , and  major  Pitzer , their  staff  and  re- 
spective commissioned  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired, 
and  to  whose  promptness  in  discharge  of  every  du- 
ty he  has  been  an  eye  witness — the  commanding  ge- 
neral tenders  his  sincere  thanks. 

In  their  return  to  domestic  life  they  will  be  cheer- 
ed by  the  reflection  that  they  have  toiled  in  a good 
cause — the  cause  of  our  country. — Nor  will  that 
country  be  unmindful  of  those  who  have  been  fore- 
most to  avenge  her  wrongs. 

By  order  of  G.  Clay,  com.  gen. 

J.  H.  HAWKINS,  Aid  de  camp. 

Head-quarters , Camp  Ohio  Freemen , U.  Sandusky } 
August  10,  1813 

His  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  acknow- 
ledges with  satisfaction,  the  ready  zeal  of  the  dif- 
ferent corps,  who  have  witli  so  much  spirit  and  ala- 
crity marched  to  the  frontiers  on  the  present  emer- 
gency, to  repel  an  invading  enemy. 

The  seige  at  fort  Meigs  is  abandoned  : The  allied 
enemy  have  again  retired.  They  had  the  audacity 
to  attack  our  post  at  Lower  Sandusky,  and  vainly 
attempted  to  carry  it  by  storm.  The  garrison  with 
unusual  gallantry  have  relieved  themselves.  The 
enemy  have  learnt  wisdom  from  their  presumption 
and  will  not  meet  our  armies  equal  in  the  field 

The  invasion  which  hastened  the  march  of  the 
troops  to  the  frontiers,  hav  ing  terminated  in  a total 
defeat,  the  commander  in  chief  will  retain  a por- 
tion under  his  immediate  command,  subject  to  any 
future  emergency,  and  improves  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  dismiss  a number  of  the  different  corps  now 
in  service. 

On  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  they  have  ex- 
ceeded his  expectations,  and  entitled  themselves  to 
the  honor  and  gratitude  of  their  country. 

For  their  patriotic  ardor,  obedience  to  orders,  and 
continued  manifestations  of  respect,  he  returns  his 
sincere  thanks.  lie  further  assures  them  that  they 
will  not  be  called,  but  to  protect  their  own  frontiers, 
and  to  aid  the  general  government  in  pursuance  of 
'.lie  requisitions  that  may  be  made  foil*  the  common 
defence. 

His  excellency  orders  an  honorable  discharge  of 
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the  mounted  men  in  gen.  Manary’s  brigade  under  the 
command  of  col.  Dunlap. 

They  will  deposit  their  public  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  with  col.  Moses  Byxbee,  at  Delaware,  or 
with  the  quarter-master-geiieral  at  Franklinton. — 
The  contractors  will  furnish  the  necessary  supplies 
or  provisions  on  their  return. 

By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

JESUP  N.  CO  LX  FI,  Aid-de-camp. 

“BltlTISII  OFFICIALS  ” 

Head-Quarters,  Kingston , August  4,  1813. 

By  accounts  received  from  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor and  chief  and  commander  of  the  forces,  from 
commoddre  sir  James  Yeo,  dated  off  York,  at  halt 
past  one  P.  M.  on  the  11th  inst.  the  following  par- 
ticulars have  just  been  transmitted,  of  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  four  of  the  enemy’s  armed  schoo- 
ners. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  10th  instant,  the 
enemy’s  squadron,  under  commodore  Chauncey,  got 
under  way  from  their  anchorage  off' the  mouth  of  the 
Niagara  river,  and,  with  a tine  breeze  from  the  east- 
ward stood  towards  our  fleet,  which  was  becalmed 
off  the  port  at  Twelve  Mile  Creek.  At  sun-set,  a 
fine  breeze  coming  off  the  land,  gave  us  the  wind  of 
of  the  enemy,  when  our  squadron  stood  for  them, 
on  which  they  immediately  bore  away  from  us  un- 
der as  much  sail  as  the  schooners  could  carry  to  keep 
up  with  the  larger  vessels.  The  enemy’s  fleet  form- 
ed a long  line  ; the  Pike,  Madison,  Oneida,  and  six 
schooners  ; two  schooners  being  placed  to  windward, 
for  the  purpose  of  raking  the  masts  of  our  squadron, 
as  they  should  come  up.  At  eleven  o’clock,  got 
within  gun-shot  of  the  schooners,  when  they  opened 
a brisk  fire,  and  from  their  going  so  fast,  it  was 
more  than  an  hour  before  the  Wolf,  our  headmost 
ship,  could  pass  them. 

At  this  time  the  rest  of  the  squadron  was  between 
two  and  three  miles  astern  of  the  Wolf,  and  on  her 
coming  up  with  the  Madison  and  Pike,  they  put 
before  the  wind  and  made  sail,  firing  their  stern 
Chase  guus.  Sir  James  Yeo,  finding  it  impossible 
to  get  the  squadron  up  with  the  enemy,  as  the  Wolf 
was  the  only  ship  which  could  keep  up  with  them, 
made  sail  between  them  and  the  two  schooners  to 
windward,  which  he  captured  and  which  proved  to 
be  the  Julia  and  Growler,  each  mounting  one  long 
thirty -two  and  one  long  twelve  pounder.  Two  of  the 
enemy’s  largest  schooners,  the  Scourge  of  10  and 
the  Hamilton  of  9 guns,  upset  on  the  night  of  the 
9th  inst.  in  carrying  sail  to  keep  from  our  squadron, 
and  all  on  board  perished,  in  number  about  one  hun- 
dred. 

By  the  loss  and  capture  of  the  two  schooners  the 
enemy’s  squadron  has  been  reduced  to  ten  vessels, 
and  ours  increased  to  eight.  It  is  ascertained  that 
the  Pike  mounts  28  long  24  pounders,  and  has  a 
complement  of  420  men,  and  that  the  Madison 
mounts  22,  32  pound  carronades,  with  340  men. — 
Nine  boat  loads  of  troops  were  taken  on  board  the 
squadron  on  Monday,  for  the  purpose  it  is  supposed 
of  repelling  boarders. 

The  Wolfe  has  not  received  any  material  damage, 
and  not  a man  was  hurt  on  board.  The  prisoners 
were  landing  from  her  on  the  11th  inst.  and  the  da- 
mages of  the  Growler  Were  repairing.  She  had  lost 
her  bowsprit  and  was  otherwise  much  cut  up. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  eagerness  and  enthusi- 
asm manifested  by  the  officers  and  men  serving  on 
board  our  squadron,  for  a close  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  and  the  only  apprehension  and  regret  ex- 
pressed by  all  were,  that  their  opponents  though 
superior  guns  and  weight  of  metal,  and  men,  would 
be  two  wary  to  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  ter- 
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minating  by  a decisive  action  the  contest  to  ascen- 
dency of  the  lake. 

Ogdensburg,  Avgust  11. 

A flag  crossed  from  Ogdensburg  to  Prescott  on 
Friday  last.  The  commanding  officers  politely  sent 
the  following  handbill  across : which  was  banded 
to  us  for  publication. 

Kingston  Gazette  Office,  5th  Aug.  1813. 

The  following  account  of  the  enemy’s  late  visit  to 
York  is  published  by  authority. 

At  11  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning,  the  31st  ult. 
the  enemy’s  fleet,  consisting  of  12  sail,  were  seen 
standing  for  the  harbor — about  half  past  4,  the  Pike, 
the  Madison  and  Oneida,  came  to  anchor  in  the  off- 
ing— the  schooners  continuing  to  pass  up  the  harbor 
with  their  sweeps — about  4 o’clock  three  of  them 
came  to  near  the  town,  and  the  remainder  near  the 
garrison,  and  immediately  afterwards  several  .boats 
full  of  troops  landed  at  the  garrison,  and  proceeded 
from  thence  to  the  town,  of  which  they  took  posses- 
sion. 

They  then  opened  the  jail,  liberating  the  prison- 
ers, and  taking  three  soldiers  confined  for  felony. 
They  then  went  to  the  hospitals  and  paroled  the  few 
men  that  could  not  be  removed.  They  next  entered 
the  stores  of  major  Allen  and  Mr.  St,  George,  and 
seized  the  contents,  consisting  chiefly  of  flour,  the 
same  being  private  property.  Between  1 1 and  12 
o’clock  on  Saturday  night, the  three  schooners  which, 
had  anchored  abreast  of  the  town,  towed  out,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  the  fleet  would  have  sailed  im- 
mediately— but  information  having  been  given  by 
some  traitors,  whose  names  it  is  Imped  will  be  dis- 
covered, that  valuable  stores  had  been  sent  up  the 
river  Don,  the  schooners  went  up  the  harbor  on  Sun- 
day morning,  the  troops  were  again  landed,  and  3 
armed  boats  proceeded  up  the  Don,  in  search  of  the 
stores.  In  consequence  however  of  the  very  meri- 
torious exertions  of  a few  young  men,  amongst  whom 
were  two  by  the  name  of  Flatter,  every  thing  was 
conveyed  away,  and  the  boats  sunk  before  the  ene- 
my readied  the  place.  Two  or  three  boats  contain- 
ing trifling  articles,  which  had  been  hid  in  the  marsh, 
were  discovered  and  taken,  but  in  their  main  object, 
the  enemy  was  completely  disappointed.  As  soon 
as  the  armed  boats  had  returned,  the  troops  went  on 
board,  and  by  sunset  both  sailors  and  soldiers  had 
evacuated  the  town,  the  barracks,  wood  y ard,  and 
store  houses  on  Gibraltar  Point,  having  been  first 
set  on  fire  by  them,  and  at  day  light  on  the  follow  ing 
morning,  the  enemy’s  fleet  sailed. 

The  troops  which  were  landed  were  acting  as  ma- 
rines, and  appeared  to  be  all  they  had  on  board  the 
fleet,  and  did  not  exceed  240  men. — They  were  un- 
der the  command  of  com.  Chauncey  and  lieut.  col. 
Scott,  an  exchanged  prisoner  of  war  on  his  parole, 
both  of  whom  landed  with  the  troops.  The  town 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  w as  totally  defence- 
less, the  militia  were  still  on  parole,  and  the  princi- 
pal gentlemen  had  retired  from  an  apprehension  of 
being  treated  with  the  same  severity  used  towards 
several  of  the  inhabitants  near  Fort  George,  who  had 
been  made  prisoners  and  sent  to  the  United  States. 
Lt.  col.  Battersby,  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, had  upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet  off'  York  on  the  29ih,  proceeded  from  thence 
with  his  guns  to  Burlington  heights,  where  lie  had 
joined  major  Mauie,  and  concentrated  liis  force  on 
the  following  evening.  The  enemy  had,  during  the 
course  of  the  day,  landed  from  the  fleet  3'JU  men  near 
Brandt’s  house,  with  an  intention  of  storming  the 
heights,  which  they  hoped  to  carry,  but  finding  maj. 
Mawle  well  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  being  ap- 
prized of  lieut.  col.  Battersbv’s  march,  they  re-en.- 
barked  and  stpod  away  for  York. 
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The  plunder  obtained  by  the  enemy  upon  this  pre- 
datory expedition  has  been  indeed  trifling,  and  the 
loss  has  altogether  fallen  upon  individuals,  the  pub- 
lic stores  of  every  description  having  been  removed; 
the  only  prisoners  made  by  tlusm  being  confined  fel- 
ons and  invalids  in  the  hospital.  We  are  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  observe  that  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  was  furnished  with  exact  in- 
formation respecting  the  movements  of  our  troops, 
and  of  the  state  of  York  and  the  position  at  Burling- 
ton heights  from  traitors  amongst  ourselves,  from 
men  too  who  are  holding  public  situations  in  the 
country,  and  whose  names,  we  trust,  when  correctly 
known,  will  lead  to  their  conviction  and  punishment, 
and  hold  them  up  to  the  just  detestation  of  every 
loyal  subject  of  his  majesty. 

10  o’clock  A.  M. — We  stop  the  press  to  lay  before 
eur  readers  the  British  official  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  public  property  at  Plattshurg  : 

Head- Quarters,  Kingston,  8th  August,  1813. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces,  hss 
received  from  major-general  sir  Robert  Sheafle,  a 
despatch  conveying  the  official  report  of  lieut.  col. 
Murray,  detailing  the  operations  of  a combined 
movement  on  lake  Champlain,  which  took  place  on 
the  29th  July.  The  objects  of  this  service  have 
been  fully  accomplished  by  the  total  destruction  of 
all  the  enemy’s  arsenals,  block  houses,  barracks  and 
stores  of  every  description  at  Plattshurg,  Swanton 
and  Champlain  town,  and  the  extensive  barracks  at 
Saranack,  capable  of  containing  4000  men,  ha\e  been 
burnt.  All  naval,  ordnance  and  other  stores  on  the 
west  side  of  the  lake,  have  been  destroyed  or  car- 
ried away. 

His  excellency  has  received  from  capt.  Everard  of 
the  royal  navy,  to  whose  prompt  zealous  and  able  as- 
sistance, his  excellency  feels  highly  indebted,  a re- 
port, informing  him  that  after  hav.ng  co-operated  in 
the  complete  accomplishment  of  tlm  service  above 
stated,  he  proceeded  with  his  majesty’s  sloops 
i&rooke  and  Shannon,  and  a gun-boat  to  Burlington, 
where  he  found  the  enemy’s  flotilla,  superior  in 
force,  moored  under  the  protection  of  a high  bank, 
on  which  were  placed  a numerous  artillery,  support- 
ed by  a strong  body  of  regular  and  other  troops,  un- 
der major-general  Hampton,  who  was  reported  to 
have  collected  all  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lake,  amounting  to  about  5000. 

Capt.  Everard  proceeded  20  miles  above  Burling- 
ton, captured  and  destroyed  four  vessels  within 
sight,  of  the  enemy’s  armed  ships,  when  finding  that 
they  could  not  be  induced  to  venture  from  a position 
in  which  it  was  impracticable  to  attack  them,  and 
every  object  of  the  service  being  fully  achieved,  he 
returned  with  the  armed  vessels  to  the  isle  Aux  Noix 
on  the  14th  inst. — The  land  forces  under  lieut.  col. 
Murray  having  arrived  the  day  preceding. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 

A dj  utant-General. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  St.  Louis,  July  19. 

“One  of  our  gun  boats  under  lieutenant  Campbell 
was  attacked  a few  days  ago  on  the  Illinois  river  by 
a large  party,  received  but  little  injury — three  men 
wounded.  They  had  no  cannon  to  destroy  the  Indian 
canoes.  The  boat  left  them  after  the  3d  attack, 
which  was  made  by  the  lieut.  Our  rangers  have 
skirmishes  every  day  or  two  with  small  parties  of 
Indians.  Fort  Madison  has  been  attacked  the  se- 
cond time,  only  2 men  killed  and  1 wounded  on  our 
side.” 

The  enemy  on  the  southern  coast.  The  following 
memorandum  (says  a Charleston  paper  of  the  25th 
ult.)  was  made  upon  the  back  of  the  Beaufort  post- 
bill,  received  by  yesterday’s  southern  mail  : 


Aug.  22 — We  are  all  under  arms  here — two  Bri- 
tish 18  gun  brigs  came  within  Port  Royal  bar  last 
evening  and  are  now  at  anchor. 

Endorsed  upon  the  way-bill,  received  from  Well’s 
post-office,  Beaufort  district : 

“ Aug.  23. — The  British  effected  a landing  on 
Hilton  Head,  (ten  miles  from  Beaufort)  with  about 
100  men  yesterday  morning,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
preparatory  to  an  attack  to-day — I am  now  on  my 
way  with  a portion  of  the  10 ill  regt. 

WM.  HUTSON  WIGG,  major  commandant. 

NAVAL. 

Com.  Rodgers.  It  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  a 
gentlemen  of  Kent  island,  at  whose  house  admiral 
Warren  held  his  quarters,  that  he  had  received  des- 
patches from  Halifax  on  the  22d  ult.  which  slated 
that  com.  Rodgers  had  fallen  in  with  the  homeward 
bound  Jamaica  fleet,  destroyed  eighteen  sad  of  them 
and  manned  two  others  (one  of  them  a valuable 
packet)  for  the  United  States,  both  which  were  re- 
taken the  next  day,  A 90  gun  ship  and  2 frigates 
had  been  sent  after  him,  and,  it  was  said,  they  had 
information  of  having  twice  been  within  18  hours 
sail  of  him. 

President  and  Congress  frigates. — A letter  receiv- 
ed in  New  York  from  Carrie, gena,  via  St.  Bartholo- 
mews’, says — “ The  United  States’  frigates  Presi- 
dent and  Congress  are  off  the  coast  of  Curthagena, 
at.  which  place  it  was  reported  on  the  first  of  July, 
that  the  former  had  taken  the  British  frigate  These- 
us, with  specie ; and  the  latter  three  British  brigs 
from  the  Brazils,  the  crews  of  which  had  arrived  at 
Barbadoes.”  [The  Theseus  is. rated  a 74  in  Steel’s 
list.  The  Thetis  frigate  mounts  38  guns  which  must 
be  the  vessel  alluded  to.] 

A razee. — We  have  often  heard  of  the  things  call- 
ed razees,  that  the  enemy  conjured  up  to  retrieve  his 
lost  honor.  The  Majestic  (razee)  has  arrived  at 
Halifax,  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  the  U, 
S.  frigates  President  or  Constitution  : she  carries  on 
the  lower  deck  28  32  pounders  long  guns,  38  421b 
carronades  and  2 brass  12  pounders — by  which  it 
appears  her  weight  of  metal  is  nearly,  or  quite,  dou- 
ble that  of  our  heaviest  frigates  ; and  her  strength 
is  equally  proportionate. 

The  Ontario  Fleet. — The  Sylph,  pierced  for  24 
guns,  and  carrying  20,  of  the  burthen  of  340  tons, 
schooner  rigged,  was  built  and  ready  for  service  in 
“ thirty-three  days  from  the  stump.”  An  instance  of 
expedition,  perhaps,  unknown  to  the  history  of  ship- 
building. She  accommpanied  the  fleet  in  the  cruise 
which  commenced  on  the  21st  August.  A fine  brig 
is  also  nearly  ready  for  the  lake. 

On  the  14th  of  Aug.  com.  Chaunccy  sailed  from 
Sackett’s  Harbor  and  fell  in  with  the  enemy’s  squa- 
dron, of  whom,  after  a good  deal  of  manoeuvring,  he 
got  the  weather  gage — the  British  then  bore  away, 
and  he  chased  them  to  Kingston.  Our  fleet  then  re- 
turned to  port  and  sailed  again  on  the  21st,  the 
Sylph  in  company.  But  it  was  thought  the  enemy 
would  not  give  them  a chance  of  the  combat  so  ear- 
nestly desired  by  the  officers  and  crews 

It  is  positively  stated  that  the  two  schooners  were 
captured  for  want  of  obedience  to  orders  ; perhaps, 
by  having  too  much  eagerness  to  meet  the  foe.  We 
are  sorry  to  learn  that  two  or  three  lieutenants  have 
tendered  their  resignations: to  com.  Chmmcey,  to  take 
effect  after  the  hoped  for  fight  with  com.  Yeo  ; in  con- 
sequence of  supposing  themselves  overlooked  in  the 
late  promotions.  It  is  agreed  upon,  that  out  gallant 
commodore  never  yet  had  the  power  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  action — his  vessels, in  general, sailing  much 
better  than  ours.  The  Sylph,  however,  is  a valuable 
auxiliary  in  the  business  of  catch  ing  the  foe.  The 
British  official  statement,  as  their  “officials”  gene- 
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rally  are,  is  full  of  arrant  falsehoods — see  it  in  page 
21.  It  seems  there  was  only  one  man  killed  on 
board  the  schooners  captured.  They  carried  toge- 
ther 8 guns.  Those  lost,  the  Hamilton  and  Scourge, 
mounted,  in  all,  17  guns.  The  following  is  the  pre- 
sent comparative  statement  of  the  force  on  the  lake : 


AMERICAN. 

General  Pike  - - - 34 

Madison  ------  24 

Sylph 20 

Oneida 18 

Duke  of  Gloucester*  - 

Gov.  Tomkins 6 

Conquest 3 

Ontario  ------  2 

Asp 2 

Fair  American 2 

Pert 2 

Lady  of  the  Lake  2 

Raven 1 


and  by  dark  commodore  Perry  had  arrived  almost 
within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy’s  schooner  : one  hour 
more  day  light,  and  she  would  have  been  captured. 
A very  severe  storm  came  on,  and  for  fear  of  getting 
the  squadron  separated  we  anchored  lor  the  night. 
I start  at  reveillee  in  the  morning  to  accompany  the 
general  down  to  the  fleet. 

Washington  City,  Sept.  12. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  gem  Harrison, 
dated  at  Seneca  Town  the  head-quarters  of  the  north- 
western army,  as  late  as  the  22d  u!t.  at  which  time 
all  was  well.  Gen.  Harrison  had  just  returned  from 
a visit  to  com.  Perry,  who  had  arrived  with  his  fleet, 
10  sail,  off  Sandusky  bay. 

A Savannah  paper  of  August  15,  says — We  are 
informed  by  & gentleman  in  this  city,  that  the  Bal- 
timore letter  of  marque  schooner  Siro,  of  18  guns, 
is  expected  to  cruise  between  Charleston  and  Tybee 
bars,  after  her  short  cruise  is  finished — now  nearly 
out. 


ouns  - 116 

BRITISH. 

General  Wolfe  - - - . - - 32 

Royal  George  - - 22 

Earl  Moira 16 

Prince  Regent  - - - - 14 

General  Simcoe  - - - - 12 

Seneca - 4 

guns  ...  100 


To  these  may  be  added  the  Growler  of  5 guns  and 
the  Julia  of  3 guns,  captured  from  us — they  also 
have  some  gun  boats,  at  Kingston. 

The  General  Pike  has  her  main  battery  of  long  24 
pounders — the  Wolfe  carries  only  carronades. 

The  British  are  building  a 40  gun  frigate  at  Kings- 
ton, and,  as  it  is  said,  two  sloops  of  war.  They  are 
reported  to  be  in  great  forwardness  ; and  we  antici- 
pate that  sir  James  Lucas  Foe,  will  avoid  a bat- 
tle, if  possible,  until  they  are  finished.  It  appears 
however,  as  though  they  may  be  attacked  in  the  har- 
bor, a land  force  assisting. 

Chilicothk,  Aug.  24. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  rapt,  liichardson , dated 

head  quarters,  Senaca  Towns,  Aug  18,  1813. 

Iam  just  arrived  in  camp;  and  before  the  mail 
closes  have  only  time  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  inst.  T sailed  from  Erie,  in  the 
brig  Lawrence,  with  com.  Perry,  and  arrived  off 
Sandusky  bay  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  together 
with  the  following  vessels  : 

Brig  Lawrence,  commodore  O.  II.  Perry  20  guns. 

Brig  Niagara,  captain  J.  D.  Elliot,  20  guns. 

Brig  Caledonia,  Purser  H.  Magrath,  3 do. 

Schr.  Ariel,  lieut.  John  Packet,  3 do. 

Sloop  Trippe,  lieut.  Jos.  E.  Smith,  1 do. 

Schr.  Tygress,  lieut.  A.C.  Conklin,  1 do. 

Schr.  Somers,  S.  M.  Thomas  Almv,  2 do. 

Schr.  Scorpion,  S.  M.  St.  Champlin,  2 do. 

Scln*.  Ohio,  S.  M.  Dan’l  Dobbins,  1 do. 

Schr.  Porcupine,  Midshipman  G.  Senat,  1 do. 

Upon  ouy  arrival  at  Sandusky  bay  a British  sail 
was  discovered  at  anchor  near  one  ot'  the  islands  by 
a pilot  boat  which  was  sent  out.  Signal  for  chase 
was  made  immediately,  and  l discovered  that  our 
vessels  in  general  sail  one  third  faster  than  those  of 
the  enemy.  This  took  place  just  before  sun  set, 

* We  understand  that  this  vessel  is  now  called  the 
York.  She  was  fitted  oul,  hut  found  too  weak  to 
carry  heavy  guns,  and  is  dismantled.  Iler  rate  was 
10  guns. 


Contrasts. — Admiral  Cockbnrn  stole  a coach  from 
a private  individual  at  Havre  de  Grace,  a defenceless 
and  unoffending  village.  Captain  Baiv  bridge  gave  up 
to  lieut.  gen.  Hyslop,  all  his  private  property,  among 
it  a valuable  box  of  plate,  fairly  won  in  fight  with 
Java  frigate.  Decatur  gave  to  capt.  Carden  of  the 
Macedonian,  all  things  he  claimed  as  his  own  ; and 
among  them  several  casks  of  fine  wine — the  dying 
Lawrence  was  refused  a drop  of  that  which  belong 
ed  to  his  private  stores  ! — — The  barbarians  ! — See 
page  5. 

The  British  cartel  brig  Agnes,  that  had  been  de- 
tained some  days  at  Portland  by  the  marshal,  escap- 
ed on  the  night  of  the  18th  ult.  the  extreme  dark- 
ness of  which  did  not,  however,  prevent  the  for*, 
from  saluting  her,  and  several  shot  are  supposed  to 
have  told,  but  she  got  off.  The  cause  of  this  singu- 
lar procedure  is  unexplained.  One  report  says  that 
she  was  detained  in  consequence  of  information  hav- 
ing been  given  to  the  marshals  of  the  U.  States  that 
a certain  British  officer  had  broken  his  parole  ; and 
that  they  were  looking  for  him. 

Several  British  vessels  of  war  were  in  sight  from 
Salem,  on  the  25th  ult.  They  had  captured  some 
small  craft. 

The  Anaconda,  late  a privateer,  captured  by  the 
British  in  North  Carolina,  is  fitted  out  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  enemy.  It  is  said  she  forms  a part  of 
the  squadron  in  the.  Chesapeake. 

The  British,  from  two  brigs,  landed  on  De-weed 
island,  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  where  they 
commitled  all  possible  depredation  on  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants,  leaving  them  destitute  of  every 
necessary,  destroying  what  they  could  not  carry 
away,  though  they  did  not  burn  the  houses. 

JVorfolk , Aug.  '27 ■ — On  Tuesday  last  a party  of 
men  from  the  Plant  ngenet,  T4,  and  another  from  the 
Dotterel,  (18  gun  brig)  captain  Darnel,  went  ashore 
on  Cape  Henry  bead)  to  haul  the  seine,  when  six  of 
the  latter  and  one  of  the  former,  pretending  to  catch 
some  pigs  that  were  feeding  in  the  bushes,  took  to 
their  heels  and  made  off.  They  were  fallen  in  with 
by  a guard  of  our  militia  who  conducted  them  to 
town.  Their  reason  for  deserting,  they  stated,  with- 
out any  lies  ration,  to  be,  their  abhorrence  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  for  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  fight  against  a nation  who  were  opposing  it. 

These  men  s y that  the  neutral  vessels  that  have 
passed  out  to  sea,  supplied  the  squadron  with  news- 
papers, smoking  from  the  press,  and  every  other  in- 
formation they  could  obtain  relative  to  our  strength, 
dispositions  of  force,  &c.  and  that  they  were  occa- 
sionally supplied  with  all  the  delicacies  of  the  sea- 
son, by.  small  vessels  tha  t came  eft'  for  the  purpose. 
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One  of  these  petty  traitors,  after  he  had  sold  his  car- 
go at  enormous  prices,  cut  several  holes  in  his  main- 
sail, to  shew  when  he  went  home,  that  he  had  been 
fired  at  and  compelled  (sorely  against  his  will !)  to 
go  along-side  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  ships.  They 
Further  state  that  the  two  74’s  and  two  frigates 
which  came  down  the  bay,  went  to  sea,  and,  as  they 
learnt,  were  bound  to  Halifax  to  bring  provisions  to 
the  Chesapeake  squadron ; and  that  a 74  and  a frigate 
came  in  about  the  same  time  and  went  up  the  bay. 
The  whole  force  below  consists  of  the  Plantagenet, 
I)otterei  and  a tender. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  caf>t.  John  JT.  Dent,  com- 
manding naval  o fficer  at  Charleston , (~ S.  C. J dated 
August  21,  1812. 

“ Sin — 1 have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  pri- 
vateer schooner  Decatur,  of  this  port,  arrived  here 
yesterday,  with  H.  B.  M.  schooner  Dominica,  her 
prize. 

She  was  captured  on  the  15th  inst.  after  a most 
gallant  and  desperate  action  of  one  hour,  and  carri- 
ed by  boarding,  having  all  her  officers  killed  or 
wounded  except  one  midshipman.  The  Dominica 
mounts  15  guns,  one  a 32-pounder  on  a pivot,  and 
had  a complement  of  88  men  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  sixty  of  whom  were  killed  or  wound- 
ed. 

She  was  one  of  the  best  equipped  and  manned 
vessels  of  her  class  I have  ever  seen.  The  Decatur 
mounts  seven  guns,  and  had  a complement  of  103 
men  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  nineteen 
of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 
.your  most  obe  lien  servant,  JOHN  II.  DENT. 
“Hon.  Wm.  Joxes, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Chaulestox,  August  21. 

Relation  of  the  battle  between  the  American  priva- 
teer Decatur , armed  with  six  12ib  carronades, 
and  one  18  pounder  on  a pivot,  with  103  men, 
commanded  by  captain  Domixiqate  Dirox ; and 

H.  B.  M.  schooner  Dominica,  of  twelve  121b  carron- 
ades, two  long  6’s,  one  brass  4 lb.  and  one  32-lb. 
carronade  on  a pivot,  with  88  men,  commanded 
by  lieut.  George  Wilmot  Barrette — carried  by 
boarding. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1813,  lat.  23,  4 north 
long.  — , standing  north — at  half  past  ten  in  the 
morning,  the  man  at  the  mast  head  discovered  two 
Sail  to  the  southward — at  11  these  vessels  were  as- 
certained to  be  a ship  and  a schooner — at  half  past 
11,  went  about  and  stood  towards  them,  in  order  to 
reconnoitre — at  half  past  12  found  ourselves  abreast 
of  the  schooner,  which  hoisted  English  colours  ; at 

I,  the  Decatur  wore  round ; half  an  hour  after  the 
schooner  fired  a shot,  without  effect"-,  the  captain 
then  gave  orders  to  prepare  every  thing  for  action, 
to  load  all  the  cannon  and  musquetry,  to  have  the 
grappling",  swords,  &c.  and  having  previously  got 
up  the  necessary  ammunition,  water  See.  from  be- 
low, ordered  the  hatches  to  be  fastened  down. — At 
2 o’clock,  the  schooner  having  wore  ship  in  order  to 
take  the  schooner  abaft,  she  fired  another  shot  and 
passed  over  us ; at  a quarter  past  2 we  fired  our 
large  gun  and  hoisted  American  colors  at  the  peak  ;■ 
we  fired  our  piece  a second  and  third  time  ; which 
she  answered  by  firing  two  guns  from  her  battery ; 
our  distance  Was  now  about  half  gun  shot,  it  was 
now  half  past  two  o’clock  ; the  schooner  evinced  a 
desire  to  bear  away  ; observing  this  the  Decatur 
hauled  upon  the  larboard  tack,  in  order  to  present 

4ier  bow  to  the  enemy  ; 10  minutes  after  the  enemy 
fi*ed  a whole  broadside,  which  caused  no  other  da- 


mage to  the  DecatHr,  than  some  trifling  injury  to 
the  rigging.  After  having  answered  her  by  a shot 
from  our  18  pounder,  the  captain  of  the  Decatur  or- 
dered every  one  to  his  post,  in  order  to  carry  her 
by  boarding  when  the  necessary  preparations  were 
made  for  that  purpose  ; it  was  now  about  three-quar- 
ters past  2,  the  distance  about  pistol  shot — the  crew 
of  the  Decatur  having  cheered  preparatory  to  board- 
ing, our  fire  of  musquetry  commenced  and  was 
very  well  kept  up  ; the  enemy  bearing  away  in  or- 
der to  avoid  the  boarding,  seized  the  opportunity  to 
fire  a broadside  into  us,  which  killed  two  of  our  men 
and  otherwise  materially  injured  our  rigging  and 
sails.  The  Decatur  continued  to  follow  up  the  ma- 
ncEUvres  of  the  enemy,  endeavored  again  to  board 
her,  which  she  once  more  avoided  and  fired  another 
broadside.  The  captain  of  the  Decatur  having  or- 
dered the  drum  to  beat  the  charge,  the  crew  cried 
out  to  board.  At  that  moment  endeavored  again  to 
board  her,  which  the  enemy  could  no  longer  resist, 
and  which  was  effected  by  passing  into  her  stem 
over  our  bowsprit,  our  jibboom  running  into  her 
mainsail.  It  was  now  half  past  3 — the  fire  from  the 
artillery  and  musquetry  was  terrible,  and  well  sup- 
ported on  both  sides.  The  enemy  not  being  able  to 
disengage  himself,  dropped  alongside ; and  it  was 
in  this  posttion  that  capt.  Diron  ordered  his  whole 
crew  to  board,  armed  with  pistols,  sabres,  &c.  which 
order  was  executed  with  the  promptness  of  light- 
ning— Mr.  Vincent  Safifih,  1st  prize-masler,  and 
quarter-master  Thomas  Wasborn,  were  the  two 
first  on  board  of  the  enemy;  in  doing  which  the 
prize-master  received  three  wounds  ; the  crew  of 
the  enemy  fought  with  as  much  courage  and  brave- 
ry as  that  of  the  Decatur  did  with  valor  and  intre- 
pidity. Fire-arms  now  became  useless,  and  the 
crews  were  fighting  hand  to  hand  with  cutlasses, 
and  throwing  cold  shot ; when  the  captain  of  the- 
enemy  and  the  principle  officers  being  killed,  the 
deck  covered,  with  dead  and  wounded,  the  En- 
glish colors  were,  hauled  down  by  the  conquerors. 
In  consequence  of  the  orders  given  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Decatur,  the  vessels  were  then  sepa- 
rated, the  rigging  and  the  sails  being  in  the  worst 
state  possible. 

During  the  combat,  which  lasted  an  hour,  the 
King’s  Packet  Princess  Charlotte,  remained  a silent 
spectator  of  the  scene,  and  as  soon  as  the  vessels 
were  disengaged  from  each  other  she  tacked  about 
and  stood  to  the  southward.  She  had  sailed  from 
St.  Thomas,  bound  to  England,  under  convoy,  to  a 
certain  lattitude,  of  the  Dominica. 

Killed  and  -wounded  on  hoard  the  Decatur. 

Killed  4 — wounded  16 — one  of  whom  (the  carpen- 
ter) since  dead. 

On  board  the  Dominica. 

Killed,  13 — wounded,  47 — 5 of  whom  are  since 
dead  of  their  wounds. — Total  killed  and  wounded, 
60. — Among  the  killed  are  G.  W.  Barrette,  com- 
mander ; Mr.  J.  Sacker,  master ; Mr.  1).  Brown, 
purser;  Mr.  Archer  and  Mr.  Parry,  midshipmen — 
wounded,  Mr.  J.  Nichols,  midshipman.  The  sur- 
geon and  one  midshipman  were  the  only  officers  on 
board  who  were  not  killed  or  wounded.  The  lieut. 
was  on  shore,  sick. 

Remarks  of  the  Charleston  Courier. 

From  the  above  statement  it  would  appear  that 
this  engagement  lias  been  the  most  bloody,  and  the 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged,  perhaps  the 
greatest  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  naval  warfare. 
Tiie  surviving  officers  of  the  Dominica  attribute 
the  loss  of  their  vessel  to  the  superior  skill  of  the 
Decatur’s  crew  in  the  use  of  musquetry,  and  the 
masterly  maneuvering  of  that  vessel,  by  which  the!. 
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carriage  guns  were  rendered  entirely  useless.  Capt. 
Barrette  was  a young  man,  of  mot  more  than  25 
years  of  aga  ; he  had  been  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion by  two  musket  balls  in  the  left  arm,  but  he 
fought  till  the  last  moment,  refusing  to  surrender 
his  vessel,  although  he  was  urged  by  the  few  survi- 
vors of  his  crew  to  do  so  ; declaring  his  determina- 
tion not  to  survive  her  loss.  One  of  the  lieutenants 
of  the  Decatur  received  a severe  sabre  wound  in  the 
hand  from  capt.  B.  a few  moments  before  he  fell. — 
Capt.  Diron  is  a Frenchman,  and  most  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  his  vessel  are  his  countrymen  ; they 
have  done  themselves  immortal  honor  by  their  hu- 
manity and  attention  towards  their  prisoners  after 
victory,  which  are  spoken  of  in  high  terms  of  ap 


harbor  having  been  cleared,  of  the  enemy’s  ships 
and  barges,  by  the  dread  of  torpedoes  or  commodore 
Decatur’s  boats.  Some  large  gullies  or  barges,  to 
carry  heavy  guns,  are  building  at  JVev>  London  to 
cruise  in  the  Sound,  and  meet  the  barges  of  the 
enemy. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  DELAWARE. 

The  enemy  remains  inactive  in  the  Delaware, 
where  his  force  consists  only  of  a frigate  ard  two  or 
three  smaller  vessel. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE, 

By  accounts  from  the  E is'ern  shore  of  Maryland, 
it  appears  that  sir  John  B.  JVarren  had  an  election- 
eering• as  well  as  a military  object.  We  are  assured 
that  the  officers  of  distinction  talked  much  of  their 


probation,  by  the  surviving  officers  of  the  enemy’s  (love  of  peace  ; advising  the  people,  most  pointedly 


vessel. 

The  crew  of  the  Dominica , with  the  exception  of 
8 or  10  hoys,  were  fine  looking  young  men  ; but  to 
see  them  in  the  mangled  state  in  which  they  arrived 
was  enough  to  freeze  the  blood  of  one  not  accus- 
tomed to  such  sights,  with  horror.  Among  her  crew 
is  a small  boy,  not  eleven  years  old,  who  was  twice 
wounded,  while  contending  for  victory  upon  her 
deck. 

The  Dominica  is  the  vessel  that  captured  the  pri- 
vateer schooner  Providence , of  Rliode-lsland,  some 
months  since,  in  the  West-Indies ; and  it  was  re- 
marked to  us  by  one  of  her  officers,  as  she  was  com- 
ing up  the  harbor  yesterday,  that  the  American  en- 
sign and  pennant  which  were  then  flying  over  those 
of  Britain,  were  the  ones  which  belonged  to  the 
Providence  when  captured  by  them. 

The  day  after  capturing  the  schr.  the  Decatnr  fell 
in  with,  and  captured  without  any  action,  the  Bri- 
tish ship  London  Trader , from  Surinam  bound  to 
London,  with  a cargo  consisting  of  209  hhds.  of 
sugar,  140  tierces  of  molasses,  55  hhds.  rum,  700 
bags  coffee,  about  50  or  60  bales  cotton,  and  some 
other  articles.  She  anchored  in  five  fathom  hole 
yesterday. 

There  never  was  a greater  instance  of  good  for- 
tune than  that  experienced  by  these  vessels,  in  the 
moment  of  their  arrival  on  the  coast — had  they  got 
here  one  day  sooner,  they  would  have  stood  a great 
chance  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemj’s 
brigs,  which  had  been  cruising  some  time  off  here, 
and  which  had  passed  the  bar  and  stood  to  the  south- 
ward, with  the  wind  at  k.  e.  on  Thursday  morning. 
The  Decatnr , with  her  prizes,  made  the  land  near 
Georgetown  on  the  same  day,  and  running  down  the 
coast  that  night,  were  directly  off  the  bar  yesterday 
morning. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  capt.  Blakely, forwarded  by  capt. 

Hull  to  the  navy  department. 

United  States  brig  Enterprize, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  20th  Aug.  1813. 
Sir— I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture 
of  the  British  privateer  schooner  the  Fly,  she  was 
captured  yesterday  afternoon  off  cape  Porpoise  after 
a chase  of  eight  hours. 

Verv  respectfully,  Sic. 

(signed)  ' J.  BLAKELY. 

Isaac  Hull,  esq.  commanding 
U.  S.  Naval  forces  on  the  eastern 

station,  Portsmouth,  New  II  . mpshire. 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW  LONDON. 

The  blockading  squadron  on  the  24lh  ult.  consist 
ed  of  4 74’s,  1 frigate,  and  2 smaller  vessels.  Com. 
Hardy  is  removed  from  that  station  and  the  com- 
mand devolves  on  capt.  Older,  of  the  Valiant.  A 
New- York  paper  of  the  30th  says,  that,  on  the  da- 
preceding  a small  fiet  t of  coasters  and  fishermen  had 
arrived  there  from  New  London,  the  entrance  of  the 


to  elect  such  men  as  would  seek  it  of  England . The 
amiable  Cockburn  deplored  the  unnatural  war,  at- 
tributing it  to  “ French  infirencef  &c.  and  swearing 
vengeance  at  Baltimore  as  the  fountain  of  opposition 
to  his  government.  We  have  beard  those  things  m 
so  many  ways,  that  We  cannot  refuse  implicit  credit 
to  them.  As  facts,  they  ought  to  be  remembered 
Like  the  locusts  of  Asia,  “whose  browsing  may  be 
heard  a great  distance  like  an  army  foraging,”  the 
enemy  have  left  Kent  island  naked  and  hare.  The 
whole  moveable  property  of  the  people  (that  of  a 
favored  few  expected)  was  consumed  and  wasted  or 
wantonly  destroyed.  The  poorer  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple are  destitute  of  every  thing  ; without  a mouthful 
of  provisions  or  an  article  of  furniture  or  clothing, 
save  what  they  had  on  their  backs.  The  destruction 
has  no  parallel  in  the  events  of  latter  times,  but  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  same  barbarians  in  India . — 
The  beds  of  the  people  were  uniformly  ripped  open,, 
and  the  feathers  scattered  to  the  winds — and  their 
bedsteads,  looking-glasses,  clocks,  bureaus,  &c.  &c. 
broke  or  hacked  to  pieces.  This  island  furnished 
Baltimore,  Annapolis,  &c.  with  great  quantities  of 
poultry,  but  it  is  said  the  stock  is  literally  extermi- 
nated ; and  of  horned  cattle,  sheep  or  hogs,  none  re- 
main but  a few  solitary  animals,  venerable  for  their 
years,  to  shew  how  things  once  were  ! — Kent  Island 
is  fertile,  and  before  the  late  invasion  contained  from 
100  to  120  families. 

Rifle-barrelled  cannon. — The  enemy  officers,  in 
our  bay,  on  many  occasions,  have  expressed  their 
astonishment  at  the  precision  with  which  the  Ame- 
ricans use  their  great  guns  and  small  arms.  They 
speak  of  the  discharges  from  Crciney  Island  with 
wonder;  declaring  they  never  before  witnessed  such 
dreadful  effects;  and  think  it  very  strange  that  a 
large  portion  of  their  men,  killed  in  the  predatory 
excursions,  have  come  to  their  death  by  wounds  in 
the  head , “ past  all  surgery.” 

Two  regiments  of  Baltimore  county  militia  yet 
remain  encamped  on  the  heights  near  the  city  ; they 
have  made  excellent,  progress  in  discipline.  The 
additional  works  for  the  defence  of  the  place  are 
prosecuted  with  unceasing  activity.  The  flotilla  of 
barges  and  gun-boats,  under  commodore  Burney, 
will  be  a very  respectable  establishment. 

Progress  of  the  enemy. — The  British,  in  ffty -three 
barges,  went  to  attack  St.  Michaels  on  the  morning 
of  the  2oth,  and  then — went  back  again  ; after  steal 
ing  a little  as  usual.  About  700  hardy  fellows  were 
prepared  to  give  them  a yavkee  reception.  The 
desertion  of  their  men,  for  many  have  come  in  and, 
it  is  said,  nearly  100  left  them  in  this  expedition, 
may  have  hastened  their  departure.  (CEj'To  a sort 
of  a mutiny,  or  pretty  general  determination  of  the 
troops  to  desert,  while  in  Kent  Island,  Which  is  said 
to  have  1 een  discovered  to  general  Beckivith  by  a 
“ -well  inclined ” citizen  of  the  island,  to  whom  the 
Englishmen  had  trusted  their  secret,  supposing  ,ir 
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safe,  is  also  attributed  their  leaving1  that  place.  If 
this  be  true,  we  shall  hear  more  of  it.]  After  the 
expedition  against  St.  Michaels  was  given  up,  the 
whole  fleet  went  down  the  bay.  They  were  supposed 
to  be  below  the  Potomac  on  the  30th,  proceeding 
towards  the  sea,  one  or  two  vessels  excepted,  sus- 
pected of  being  m the  “ slave  trade.” 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  340.  VOL.  IV. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  steads  J” 

British  Naval  Register. 

518. “His  majesty’s”  schr.Dominica,15  guns  and  88 
men,  captured  by  the  privateer  Decatur  of  Charles- 
ton, of  7 guns  and  103  men,  after  a desperate  ac- 
tion. See  the  account,  page  14.  The  Dominica 
has  arrived  at  Charleston. 

519.  Ship  London  trader,  2 guns,  from  Surrinam 
for  London,  sent  into  ditto  by  ditto,  laden  witii  209 
hhds.  sugar,  140  tierces  of  molasses,  55  hhds.  rum, 
700  bags  coffee,  50  or  60  bales  of  cotton,  and  some 
other  articles.  It  may  be  here  worthy  to  remark, 
that  the  late  act  of  congress  reducing  the  duty  on 
prize  goods,  acts  as  a bounty  on  this  cargo,  as  fol- 
lows— say 

299  hhds.  sugar,  12  cwt.  each,  2£  cents 

per  lb. $ 6,220 

140  tierces  molasses — 100  gallons  each, 

5 cents  per  gallon  - 700 

55  hhds.  rum — 115  galls,  do.  28  cents,  pr.  g,  1,771 
700  bags  of  coffee — 120  lbs.  each,  5 cents  4,200 
Three  cents  per  lb.  might  also  be  estimat- 
ed upon  cotton  ; but  as  it  goes  to  a bad 
market,  we  shall  not  take  it  into  the 
account. 


527.  Barque  Henrietta,  sent  into  Beaufort,  N.  C 
by  the  Snap  Dragon,  of  Newbern. 

528.  Brig  Ann, with  a cargo  of  dry 

goods,  worth  <$500,000,  captured  by  the  Snap  Dra- 
gon, and  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  cargo  taken 
onboard  the  privateer,  which  lias  safely  arrived  at 
Beaufort.  The  brig  and  one  other  prize  taken  by  the 
S.  Dragon,  is  yet  to  be  heard  of. 


Whole  reduction  of  duties , or  bounty  for  the 
capture  - - - - - $12,891 


520,  521,  522,  523,  524.  Brigs  Good  Intent,  Ve- 
nus, Happy,  barque  Reprisal,  and  schooner  Eliza- 
beth, captured  by  the  Snap-Dragon,  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  destroyed  or  given  up.  The  privateer  when 
last  seen,  had  in  company  the  brig  Ann,  from  Eng- 
land for  Nova  Scotia,  with  a full  cargo  of  cloths, 
cassimeres,  &c.  valued  at  $500,000. 

525.  Privateer  Fly, guns,  captured  by  the 

U.  S.  brig  Enterprize,  and  sent  into  Portsmouth. 

(Xjr>  The  Yankee's  cruize.  May  20,  left  Newport. 
May  23,  re-took  brig  William,  (re-cap.)  30th,  took 
brig  Thames,  14  guns,  worth  $180,000  dollars,  ar- 
rived, see  no.  452.  June  22,  close  in  with  Ireland, 
took  the  cutter  sloop  Earl  Camden,  valued  at  10,000 
dollars — ordered  for  France.  30th,  took  brig  Eliza- 
beth, 2 guns,  laden  with  cotton,  valued  at  $40,000 — 
ordered  for  France.  Same  day,  took  brig  Watson, 
with  cotton,  valued  at  $70,000 — ordered  for  France. 
July  1,  took  schooner  Ceres,  her  valuables  removed, 
and  given  up  to  release  the  prisoners  on  parole. 
2nd,  Ireland  in  sight,  took  brig  Mariner,  laden  with 
rum,  sugar,  &c.  worth  $70,000 — ordered  her  for 
France.  23d,  after  many  fruitless  attempts  to  mani- 
fest her  friendly  character,  the  Yankee  engaged,  ami 
soon  captured  the  Spanish  ship  New  Constitution, 
of  six  42  pounders  and  two  12’s — overhauled  her  pa- 
pers and  permitted  her  to  proceed.  Boarded  several 
other  Spanish  and  Swedish  vessels,  and  arrived  at, 
Providence,  R.  I.  August  19.  We  have  yet  to  learn 
the  fate  of  her  valuable  prizes  ordered  for  France. 
The  Yankee  had  not  a man  killed  or  wounded  dur- 
ing her  cruise. 

526.  Schooner  Ceres,  captured  by  the.  Yankee,  as 
above, 


“Patriots/* 

Within  a few  years  past  we  have  had  many  sorts  of 
“ Patriots”- — Spanish  patriots— Portuguese  patriots 
— Prussian  patriots — Russian  patriots — Turkish  pa- 
triots— and  Cossack  patriots.  One  other  kind  of  pa- 
triots was  yet  wanting,  and  we  find  them  (where  all 
“patriotism”  first  begins)  in  a London  ministeri- 
al paper — they  are  SAVAGE  “PATRIOTS” — Speak- 
ing of  the  Indians,  it  says — “with  patriotism  that 
“ would  do  honor  to  men  who  pretend  to  be  more 
“enlightened,  they  joined  the  tomahawk  and  the 
“scalping  khife  to  the  bayonet  and  sword,  and 
“ swelled  the  British  shout  of1  victory  with  the  yell 
“ of  the  Indian  war  whoop  !” 

Now  these  patriots  are  just  like  all  other  (ipatriots ” 

of  British  or  anglo -American  manufacture and 

made  in  the  same  way,  by  purchase.  If  the  British 
had  not  tempted  the  savages  by  the  price  of  six  dol- 
lars for  every  scalp,  whether  of  man , woman  or 
CHILD,  they  would  have  been  quiet. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

We  have  a report  that  appears  entitled  to  credit, 
that  7000  Swedish  troops  are  expected  in  the  West 
Indies,  to  make  neutral  islands  of  Guadalonpe,  and 
St.  Martins,  and  their  dependencies  ; those  islands 
being  ceded  to  Sweden  by  the  British. 

A Shark,  nearly  nine  feet  long  and  weighing  about 
500  pounds,  was  taken  in  Fly -market-slip,  N.  York, 
last  week. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Copt;  of  a letter  from.  capt.  John  H.  Bent,  commanding 
officer  at  Charleston , f S.  C. J dated  Avgust  26, 
3.813.  . _ 

“ Sir— I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  1 
received  a letter  express  last  night  from  Mr.  Jen- 
kins, commanding  the  St.  Helena  militia,  stating  that 
the  enemy’s  two  brigs,  Colibri  and  Clvarybdis,  got 
underway  on  Monday  morning,  with  an  intention  of 
proceeding  to  sea,  when  the  wind  shifted  to  the 
eastward  ; and  in  attempting  to  beat  over  the  bar, 
one  of  them  (supposed  to  be  the  Colibri)  grounded 
on  Cold  Scare  Reef,  and  in  a short  time  after  bilged 
and  became  a complete  wreck. 

The  crew  was  taken  off"  by  the  other,  which  now 
lies  about  5 miles  from  Bay  Point,  waiting  a wind  to 
proceed  to  sea. 

Major  Jenkins  states  that  they  landed  twice  at 
the  plantation  of  Mr.  Pope’s  and  took  one  of  his 
large  canoe  off,  with  some  provisions. 

It  appears  their  object  in  entering  Port  Royal  was 
principally  to  sound  the  bar,  and  roadstead,  which 
they  have  effected,  as  their  boats  were  seen  in  that 
service  the  whole  time  they  were  at  anchor. 

The  officers  who  delivered  major  .lenkins’  letter 
further  states,  that  the  wreck  had  entirely  gone  to 
pieces,  and  a great  part  drifted  on  shore— among 
which  are  her  boats  and  the  stolen  canoe. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  you* 
most  obedient  servant.  JOHN  H.  DENT. 

“ Hon.  Wm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy  ” 
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Law  of  U.  S. — Direct  Tax. 

[This  law,  either  for  present  information  or  general 
reference,  is  important.  We  have  inserted  the 
several  sums  levied,  in  figures  instead  of  letters 
as  well  for  the  sake  of  easier  comparison,  as  to 
save  room.] 

An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a direct  tax  within  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  a direct  tax  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars shall  be  and  is  hereby  laid  upon'  the  U.  States, 
and  apportioned  to  the  states  respectively,  in  the 
manner  following : 

states.  Hols.  Cts. 

N.  Hampshire  96,793  57 


In  the  state  of  Connecticut. 


Massachusetts316,270  98 
Rhode -Island  34,702  18 
Connecticut  118,167  71 
Vermont  98,343  71 
New-York  430,141  62 
New- Jersey  108,871  83 
Pennsylvania  365,479  16 
Delaware  32,046  25 


STATES. 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

N.  Carolina 
Tennessee 
S.  Carolina 
Georgia 
Louisiana 


Bols.  Cts. 
151,623  94 
369,018  44 
168,928  76 
104,150  14 
220,238  28 
110,086  55 
151,905  48 
94,935  49 
28,295  11 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  quotas 
or  portions  payable  by  the  states  respectively  shall 
be  laid  and  apportioned  on  the  several  counties  and 
state  districts  of  the  said  states,  as  defined  with  re- 
spect to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  counties  and  state 
districts  by  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  assess 
meat  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  du- 
ties,” in  the  manner  following : 

In  the  state  of  JVexu- Hampshire. 

COUNTIES.  l)ols.  CtS.  COUNTIES. 

Rockingham  25,298  89  Cheshire 

Stafford  17,698  66  Grafton 

Hillsborough  20,219  16  Coos 

In  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 


COUNTIES. 

Washington 

Hancock 

Lincoln 

Kennebeck 

Somerset 

Oxford 

Cumberland 

York 

Essex 

Middlesex 

Suffolk 


Uols.  Cts 
2,623  59 
9,190  65 
13,672 
9,696  52 
3,504  63 
5,559  60 
15,787  99 
14,165  3 
41,643  1 
26,433  45 
43,676  83 


COUNTIES. 

Norfolk, 

Plymouth 

Bristol 

Barnstable 

Dukes 

Nantucket 

Worcester 

Hampshire" 

Franklin 

Hampden 

Berkshire 


COUNTIES. 

Windham 

Windsor 

Orange 

Caledonia 

Orleans 

Essex 


COUNTIES, 

Providence 

Newport 

Washington 

VO  L. 


IiUJie  state  of  Vermont. 


Bols.  Cts.  COUNTIES. 

11,867  85  Bennington 
15,542  32  Rutland 
» 11,784  5 Addison 

7,643  84  Grand  Isle 
2,128  10  Franklin 
1,197  96  Chittenden 

In  the  state  of  Rhode-Island. 
Bols.  CVi'.lCOUNTIES, 


Bols.  Cts. 
19,318  3 
11,910  43 
2,348  20 

Bols.  Cts. 
1 5,629*  88 
14,478  67 
14.469  16 
6,553 
1,173  33 
4,924  31 
30,171  71 

29,634  5 

13,273  57 

Bols.  Cts. 
8,390  12 
14,036  89 
10,079  11 
l,o5o  37 
5,890  40 
8,229  70 


COUNTIES. 

Litchfield 

Fairfield 

New-Haven 

Harford 

COUNTIES. 

Suffolk 

Queens 

Kings 

Citv  &.  coun-7 
ty  of  N.  Y.  j 
West  Chester 
Duchess 
Orange 
Rockland 
Ulster 
Suilivan 
Scoharie 
Columbia 
Renselaer 
Washington 
Saratoga 
Essex 
Clinton 
Franklin 
Albany 
Schenectady 
Montgomery 


Bols.  Cts 
19,065  72 
18,810  50 
16,723  10 
19,603  2 


COUNTIES. 

New-London 

Middlesex 

Windham 

Tolland 


In  the  state  of  J\'eio-  York. 
Bols.  Ct . 


9,030 

9,250 

6,230 

109,230 

13,120 

24,140 

15,000 

2,680 

10,670 

2,450 

5,690 

14,600 

15,190 

15,651 

9,830 

2,700 

2,280 

770 

19.420 
4,100 

16.420 


62 


COUNTIES. 

Herkimer 

Oneida 

Lewis 

Jefferson 

St.  Laurence 

Otsego 

Chenango 

Madison 

Tioga 

Broome 

Steuben 

Onandugo 

Cortland 

Cayuga 

Seneca 

Ontario 

Genessee 

Niagara 

Alleghany 

Richmond 

Greene 

Delaware 


14,560 

8,056 

5,394 


Kent 

Bristol 


Bols.  Cts. 
4,295 
2,395  18 


In  the  state  of  Jersey. 
COUNTIES.  Bols.  Cls.jCOUNTIES. 

Bergen  7,027  30  Burlington 

Essex  9,909  SGloucester 

Somerset  7,233  28  Monmouth 

Middlesex  9,182  52  Cumberland 

Sussex  11,022  7o|Salem 

Morris  8,818  29  Cape  May 

Hunterdon  12,251  78! 

In  the  state  of  Pennsylvania . 
Bols.  ClS.i COUNTIES. 

Washington 


Bols.  Ctfc 
13,392  4 
9,064  20 
14,524  38 
6,984  69 

Bols.  Cts , 
7,090 
13,300 
1,960 
4,610  . 

3.000 
11,690  • 

6,120 
7,430 
1,930 
1,990 
1,770 
7,860  ' 

2,170 
9,290  • 

5.000 
14,270 

4,080 

3,190 

470 

2,220- 

7,850 

5,490 

Bols.  Cts. 
11,929  36 
8,823  63 
10,204  12 
4,357  16 
6,528  17 
1,584241 


COUNTIES. 

City  of  Pill-  £ 
ladelphia  5 
Philadelphia 
Chester 
Delaware 
Montgomery 
Bucks 
Lancaster 
York 
Adams 
Northampton 
Wayne 
Berks 
Dauphin 
Cumberland 
Franklin 


79,500 

38,230 
18,270 
7, 060 

15.300 
16,600 
37,400 
11,540 

5,450 

11,140 

2,640 

21,550 

17,650 

10.300 
9,000 


Northumberland  7,580 


Mifflin 
Huntingdon 
Bedford 
Somerset 
Cambria 
Fayette 
iGreene 

B 


3.500 
3,070 
2.610 
2,000 

400 

4.500 

2,130 


Bols.  Ct 

6,920 

5,210 

1,250 

5,44u 

1,320 

3,150 


Alleghany 
Armstrong 
Westmoreland 
Indiana  and^ 
Jefferson  3 
Centre 
Clearfield 

Potter  C 300 
M‘Kean  3 
Luzerne,  hav-A 
ing  the  same  i 
limits  as  be-  j 
fore  the  for-  *y 
mation  of  the  ■ 
counties  of 
Susquehanna 
& Bradford.  J 
Lycoming  hav-"* 
ing  the  same 
limits  as  be- 
fore the  for-  '^2,500 
mation  of  the  j 
co’tyofBrad- 

fmv! 


J 


]g  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11,  1813. 


Tioga  - 
Mercer. 
Butler 
Beaver 


389 

1,710 

1,500 

2,510 


16  Crawford 
Venango } 
Warren  < 
Erie 


In  the  state  of  Delaware. 


COUNTIES. 

New-Castle 

Kent 

•counties. 
Somerset 
Worcester 
Dorchester 
Talbot 
Queen  Anne 
Caroline 
Kent 
Cecil 
Harford 
City  &,  coun- 
ty of  Balt. 

COUNTIES. 

Lee 

Washington 

Grayson 

Russell 

Wythe 

Tazewell 

Botetourt 

Montgomery 

Giles 

Monroe 

Green  Briar 

Kenhawa 

Cabell 

Mason 

Randolph 

Harrison 

Wood 

Monongalia 

Ohio 

Brooke 

Bath 

Pendleton 

Hardy 

Hampshire 

Rockbridge 

Augusta 

Rockingham 

Shenandoah 

Frederick 

Berkley  > 

Jefferson  $ 

Bedford 

Patrick 

Henry 

Franklin 

Campbell 

Charlotte 

Pittsylvania, 

Halifax 

Mecklenberg 

Lunenberg 

Brunswick 

Nottoway 


Dols.  Cts. 
12,208  8 
10,682  7 


COUNTY. 

Sussex 


In  the  state  of  Maryland. 


Dots.  Cts. 
5,540 
4,910 
5,510 
4,140 
5,630 
2,250 
4,213  94 
5,950 
5,350 

48,670 


COUNTIES. 

Anne  Arundle 

Prince  George 

Calvert 

St.  Mary 

Charles 

Montgomery 

Frederick 

Washington 

Alleghany 


In  the  state  of  Virginia. 


Dols.  Cts 
' 347  50 
1,894  50 
233  50 
1,336 
1,538  50 
2,267 
3,114  50 
1,312  50 
540  50 
1,030  50 
1,650  44 
2,167  50 
1,546  50 
1,130  50 
5,465  50 
2,672  50 
1,338  50 
2,992  50 
1,907  50 
1,195  50 
2,305  50 
2,428  50 
2,126  50 
3,795  50 
3,391  50 
6,739  50 
6,162  50 
5,978  50 
31,876  50 

13,022  50 

5,233  50 
770  50 
1.304  50 
2,004  50 
3,852  50 
4,090  50 
4,363  50 
6,786  50 
6,866  50 
3,821  50 
4,879  50 
4,322  50 


1,260 

800 

780 

Dols.  Cts. 
9,156  6 


Dols.  Cts. 
9,810 
7,590 
2,410 
3,950 
6,740 
5,110 
14,170 
7,370 
2,210 


Dols.  Cts. 


Prince  Edward  4,414  50 


COUNTIES. 

Dinwiddle  and~) 
town  of  Pe-  i 8,192  50 
. tersburg,  j 

Prince  George  2.988  50 
Greenville  2,635  50 
Sussex  3,945  50 

Southampton  4,656  50 
Surry  2,244  50 

Isle  of  Wight  2,688  50 
Nansemond  3,203  50 
County  and  bo 
rough  of  Nor-  £>9,85.7  50 

| folk  j 

Princess  Anne  2,417  50 
Elizabeth  City  839  50 
Warwick  855  50 

York  1,373  50 

James  City  1,525  50 
New-Kent  2,687  50 
Charles  City  2,154  50 
Henrico  8,050  50 

Goochland  4,555  50 
Hanover  6,049  50 

Amherst?  o 

Nelson  5 5 

Albemarle  9,497  50 
Fluvannah  2,131  50 
Orange  5,206  50 

Madison  ,4,247  50 

Culpepper  8,692  50 
Fauquier  8,940  50 

Prince  William  5,251  50 
Stafford  3,579  50 

Loudon  8,130  50 

Fairfax  6,354  50 

Spoitsylvania  6,260  50 
Louisa  4,425  50 

Caroline  7,104  50 

King  George  2,736  50 
Westmoreland  3,514  50 
Richmond  2,624  50 
Northumberland 3,0 16  50 
Lancaster  1,954  50 
King  William  3,454  50 
King  and  Queen  2,860  50 


Buckingham 

Cumberland 

Amelia 

Powhatan 

Chesterfield 


5,741  50 
4,715  5i 
5,002  50 
3,899  50 


COUNTIES. 

Currituck 

Camden 

Pasquotank 

Perquimons 

Gates 

Chowan 

Hartford 

Bertie 

Martin 

Northampton 

Halifax 

Washington 

Tyrrel 

Hvde 

Pitt 

Edgecombe 

Beaufort 

Green 

Craven 

Carteret 

Jones 

Lenoir 

Johnson 

Wayne 

Franklin 

Nash 

Granville 

Onslow 

W arren 

New -Hanover 

Duplin 

COUNTIES, 

Ross 

Highland 

Clinton 

Madison 

Champaign 

Greene 

Delaware 

Franklin 

Tuscarawas 

Knox 


In  the  slate  of  J\rorth  Carolina. 
Dols.  Cts.  ''OUNTIKS. 


2,204  86 
2,462  95 
3,493  96 
2,170  85 
2,134  20 
2,6*2  70 
2,956  1 
5,267  27 
2,335  12 
6,760  88 
7,720  97 
1,850 
1,391  48 
2,386  65 
3,496  42; 
6,066  89 
2,824  65 
1,645  94 


Sampson 
B»  unswick 
laden 
Columbus 
Cumberland 
Robeson 
Chatham 
Lincoln 
Mecklenburg 
Cabarras 
Buncomb 
Haywood 
Burke 
Rutherford 
Surry 
Wilkes 
Ashe 
Iredell 


5,557  65jMontgomery 


1,373  1 2 
2,233  79 
2,178  90 


3,263  15  Orange 


3,034  35 
4,576  95 
2,988  33 
6,444  39 
2,234  11 
5,525  33 
6,690  11 
3,237  71 


Richmond 
Anson 
Moore 


Wake 

Person 

Rockingham 

Caswell 

Guildford 

Stokes 

Rowan 

Randolph 


In  the  state  of  Ohio. 


Essex 
Middlesex 
Gloucester 
Matthews 
Accomac 


6,440  50|Northampton 


2,336  50 
1,941  50 
3,39 7 50 
1,611  50 
5,139  50 
3,107  50 


Dolls.  Cts. 
3,817  49 
875  21 
491  31 
401  37 
812  61 
1,517  14 
691  72 
1,573  90 
405  88 
400  32 

Columbiana  &?  0 

Stark.  , 5 2,687  4J 


J efferson 

Warren 

Sciota 

Licking 

Guernsey 

Montgomery 

Washington 


1,988  42 
2,099  14 
412  27 
789  13 
237  44 
1,556 
1,742 


COUNTIES. 

Muskingum 
Pickaway 
Belmont 
Adams 
Clermont 
Hamilton 
Miami 
Preble 
Butler 
Athens 
Gallia 
Portage 
Geuaga 
Cayuhoga 
Trumbull  and 
Ashtabulla 
Fairfield 
Fayette 


Dolls.  Cts. 
2,951  59 
1,933  68 
2,702  83 
1,235  16 
5,638  84 
3,323  14 
4,337  83 
5,652  65 
5,*63  63 
2,645  70 
2,860  48 
806  18 
2,764  92 
3,917  53 
3,597  81 
1,807  28 
724  34 
3,812  61 
2,875  3 
2,383  39 
2,792  27 
2,397  92 
7,366  50 
6,443  54 
2,851  57 
3,962  47 
4,067  99 
4,491  66 
3,842  38 
8,872-  13 
2,764  95 

Dolls.  Cts 
1,547  49 
1,202  85 
1,171  41 
1,433  41 
1,697  88 
2,875  79- 
421  10 
256  52 
1,357  12 
272  3 
502  57 
1,464  65 
852  21 
'518  54 

^ 2,270  4 

1,924  61 
283  IS 


Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  are  exclusive  of  the  taxes  on  lands  lying  in 
the  said  counties  respectively,  and  owned  by  persons 
not  residing  in  the  state. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing  in 
the  state,  61,529  dol.  91  cts. 

In  the  state  of  Kentucky. 


COUNTIES. 

Clarke 

Estill 

Montgomery 

Bath 

Fleming 

Greenup 

Floyd 

Fayette 

Jessamine 

Woodford 

Scott 

Harrison 

Pendleton 


Dols.  Cts 
4,816  83 
354  12 
2,658  95 
1,212  92 

2.448  89 
874  96 
665  6b 

14,585  28 
3,305  97 
4,707  30 

4.449  37 
2,943  10 

721  60 


COUNTIES. 

Campbell 

Boone 

Gallatin 

Franklin 

Bourbon 

Nicholas 

Mason 

Bracken 

Lewis 

Livingston 

Caldwell 

Christian 

Breckenridge 


Dolls.  Cts. 
1,359  44 
1,089  31 
1,14$  3 

4,691  16 
7,174  26 


70 

9 


1,325 
5,311 
1,235  3 
657  64 
1,361  89 
1,397  58 
3,476  1 

972  11 
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1.2f>>  23|BulUtt 
1,236  60  .Tefferson 
1,302  96| Henry 
916  90  Shelby 
706  9ljLincoln 
3,344  12  Rockcastle 


1,019  43, 
8,635  88 
2,003  71 
5,431  10 
3,8.52  68 
560  55 
X',318  22 
1,262  82 
1,343  6 
1,808  68 
701  20 
2,383  56 
5,104  98 
3,858  40 
2,544  94 


Ohio 

Muhlenburg 
Henderson 
Hopkins 
Union 
Barron 

Warren  3,101  9jlvnox 

Logan  4,212  93  Pulaski 

Butler  592  33  Wayne 

Cumberland  17702  6 A dr  Jr 

Mercer  5,885  54  Casey 

Garrard  3,423  30  Harden 

Madison  4,933  56  Nelson 

Clay  522  37  Washington 

Grayson  520'  'Greene 

Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes  on  lands  ly- 
ing on  said  counties  respectively  and  owned  by  per- 
sons not  residing  within  the  state. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing  with- 
in the  state.  18,493  dollars  51  cenls. 

The  assessment  ©n  and  distribution  among  the 
said  lands,  of  which  sum  shall  be  made  any  provision 
in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  by  the 
assessor  of  that  district  in  the  said  state,  winch  in- 
cludes the  town  ofFrankford,  from  the  list  of  said 
lands,  as  entered  for  the  payment  of  taxes  with  the 
auditor  of  public  accounts  of  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
in  the  year  1811,  anil  from  such  other  information  as 
he  may  be  able  to  obtain  ; ami  on  failure  to  pay  the 
said  tax  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  sale  of  the  said  lands 
being  previously  advertised  according  to  said  laws, 
shall  be  made  by  the  collector  of  that  district,  which 
includes  the  said  town  at  the  capitol  therein 

In  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 


COUNTIES. 

Chath:*m 

Bryan 

Liberty 

MMntosh 

Glynn 

Camden 

Wayne 

Effingham 

Bullock 

Tatnall 

Seri  ven 

Burke 

Richmond 

Jefferson 

Washington 

Monlgomey 

Columbia 

Warren 

Hancock 


Jn  the  state  of  Georgia. 
Dolls.  CtS.  COUNTIES. 

19,315  35  Greene 


951  75  Lincoln 


3,058  14 
1,678  48 
2,784  25 
1,667  41 
252  8 
856 
641  88 
470  90 
1 ,350  1 6 
3,601  67 
6,804  87 
2,3  88,78 
2,565 
670  16 
3,766  42 
2,335  13 
4,019  7 


Wilkes 
Elbert 
Franklin 
Oglethorp 
Jackson 
Clark 
Morgan 
Laurens 
Pulaski 
Wilkinson 
Telfair 
Twiggs 
Baldwin 
Jones 
Putnrm 
Randolph’now 
called  Jasper 


&. 
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Dolts,  Ct** 
3,712  32 
1,473  12 
4,682  51 
3,295  47 
1,647  72 
5,708  63 
1,967  44 
2.024  1 
2,021  55 
475  88 
664 

^ 569  33 

886  58 
3,010  19 
1,570  27 
2,750  73 


PARISHES. 

Orleans 
St.  Bernard 
P 1;.  quern  ine 
Charles 

St.  John  the  Bap. 
St.  James 
Ascension 
Assumption 


On  the  state  of  Louisiana. 
Dolls.  Cts.  parishes. 


10,657  55 
236  40 
375  15 
1,167  71 
809  90 
809  90 
657  86 
495  45 


La  Fourche,  inter.  452 
lbbervilie  58 J 50 

West  Baton  Rouge385  53 
Feliciana  1,383  41 

E.  Baton  Rouge  1,154 


St.  Helena 
St-  Tamm;»ny 
Point  Coupee 
Concordia 
Warren 
Ouachita 
Rapids 
Avoyells 
Catahoula 
Nachitoclles 
St.  Landrey 
St.  Martin 
St.  Mary 


DISTRICTS 

Dolls.' Cts 

DISTRICTS 

Dolls.  Cts. 

Charleston 

47,580 

Chester 

1,870 

Colleton 

12,989  27 

Laurens 

2,250 

Beaufort 

15,420  75 

Newberry 

2,280 

Barnwell 

2,750 

Fairfield 

2,800 

Orangeburgh 

5,650 

Lancaster 

980 

Lexington 

2,050 

Kershaw 

3,850 

Richland 

3,700 

Sumter 

6,030 

Edgefield 

5,570 

Chesterfield 

1,970 

Abbeville 

4,900 

Darlington 

2,130 

Pendleton 

2,170 

Georgetown 

11,280 

Greenville 

1,405  48 

Horry 

1,060 

Spartanburg 

2,270 

Marion 

‘3,010 

Union 

1,750 

Williamsburg 

2,300 

York 

1,560 

Marlborough 

1,330 

In  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

COUNTIES. 

Dolls.  Cts. 

COUNTIES. 

Dolls.  Cts. 

Washington 

2,492 

Overton 

2,725 

Sullivan 

2,205 

White 

1,944 

Greene 

3,127 

Warren 

2,765 

Hawkins 

2,461 

Franklin 

2,767 

Carter 

1,349 

Bedford 

3,981 

Cooke 

1,659 

Lincoln 

2,948 

Knox 

• 3,200  75 

Sumner 

6,660 

Jefferson 

2,353  17 

Davidson 

7,539 

Sevier  1 

1,480 

Williamson 

6,353 

Blount 

2,846 

Rutherford 

4,958 

Grainger 

2,060 

Wilson 

5,773 

Claiborne 

1,545 

Maury 

5,003 

Anderson 

1,275 

Giles 

2,196 

Campbell 

859 

Hickman 

1,247 

Roane 

1,797 

Humphries 

730 

Bledspe 

1,049 

Stewart 

2,058  38 

Rhea 

806 

Dickson 

2,181 

Smith 

5,626 

Montgomery 

3,874 

Jackson 

2,609 

Robertson 

3,511 

r 2,508  49 

Dolts.  Ct *■ 
351  10 
236  40 
1,799  22 
508  82 
191  60 
831  70 
1,009  48 
214  88 
141  80 
1,079  45 
1,201  4 
1,003  18 
589  15 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  amount 
of  taxes  which  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  cf  the 
act  for  the  assessment  and  c llection  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties,  and  of  this  act,  should  be  laid 
aid  collected  on  non-residents’  lands,  so  called,  in 
the  state  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  shall  be  ascertained 
and  levied  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  rates 
respectively,  as  they  were  by  the  laws  of  those  states 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven  ; and  lands 
m that  year  entered  for  taxation  as  non-residents* 
lands,  which  since  that  time  may  have  been  sold  an  l 
transferred  to  residents,  or  where  the  owners  of  such 
lands  may  have  become  residents,  and  have  had 
their  lands  entered  for  taxation,  as  residents,  the 
tax  on  die  same  shall  be  collected  as  the  tax  on  liovr- 
residents’  lands  . Provided,  in  all  cases  where  sales 
and  transfers  shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid, 
or  where  non-residents  have  become  residents,  if 
they  reside  on  the  lands  formerly  entered  as  non- 
residents’ lands,  they  shall  have  notice  from  the 
collector,  as  in  other  case-s  of  residents.  And  if  the 
amount  thus  laid,  shall  in  either  of  the  said  states 
exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  amount  fixed  by  this  act 
as  the  quota  10  be  laid  on  non-residents’  lands  in 
said  states  respectively,  the  difference  shall,  in  the 
next  ensuing  direct  tax  laid  by  tho  authority  of  the 
United  States,  be  deducted  from  or  added  to  the 
quota  of  such  state,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
tax  ; hall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  manner 
provided,  and  by  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  “An  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties  Provided , That  there  shall  be  ap- 

pointed in  the  state  of  Ohio  six  additional  collectors, 
who  shall  collect  the  tax  due  from  non-resident  pro- 
prietors of  lands  in  the  said  state,  shall  have  the 
same  districts  assigned  them  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  reside  at  the  same  places  which  are  or  may 
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be  designated  for  similar  officers  under  the  state 
authority,  and  in  other  respects  shall  be  under  the 
same  rules  and  regulations,  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalties  and  forfeitures  as  are  provided  by  the  above 
recited  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  princi- 
pal assessors  shall  issue  their  precepts  to  the  assis- 
tant assessors  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
this  act  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  the 
assessments  shall  have  reference  to  that  day. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  each  state 
may  vary  by  an  act  of  its  legislature,  the  respective 
quotas  imposed  by  this  act  on  its  several  counties  or 
districts,  so  as  more  equally  and  equitably  to  appor- 
tion the  tax  hereby  imposed,  and  the  tax  laid  by  this 
act  shall  be  levied  and  collected  informity  with  such 
alterations  and  variations,  as  if  the  same  made  part 
of  this  act,  provided  that  an  authenticated  copy 
thereof  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
t he  treasury  prior  to  the  first  of  April  next ; in  which 
case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  proper  principal  collectors  in 
such  state. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  each  state 
may  pay  its  quota  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  thereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a deduction 
of  fifteen  per  centum  if  paid  before  the  tenth  day  of 
February  next,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  paid  before 
the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  same  year : Provided \ 
That  notice  of  the  intention  of  making  such  pay- 
ment be  given  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  one 
month  prior  to  such  payment,  and  in  case  of  pay- 
ment so  made  he  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
principal  assessors  and  collectors  of  such  state  ; and 
no  further  proceeding  shall  thereafter  be  had  under 
this  act  in  such  state. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  either 
the  states  of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  shall  pay  its  quota 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section, 
the  legislatures  thereof  shall  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorised  and  empowered  to  collect  of  all  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  under  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  a just  and  equal  proportion  of  the 
quota  of  said  states  respectively,  'the  compact  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  states  to  the 
contrary  notw ithstanding. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

L.  GERRY, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  senate. 

August  2,  1813. 

Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Jefferson  on  weights  and  measures. 

CUTTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  THE 


national  assembly  of  France,  on  the  subject  of 
weights  and  measures  : and  three  days  after  I re- 
ceived through  the  channel  of  the  public  papers, 
the  speech  of  sir  John  Riggs  Miller,  of  April  13th, 
in  the  British  house  of  commons,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. In  the  report,  which  I had  prepared,  and  was 
then  about  to  give  in,  I had  proposed  the  latitude  of 
38°  as  that  which  should  fix  our  standard ; beckiuse 
it  was  the  medium  latitude  of  the  United  States  •.  but 
tiie  proposition  before  the  national  assembly  of 
France,  to  take  that  of  45°,  as  being  a middle  term 
between  the  equator  and  both  poles,  and  a term 
which  might  consequently  unite  the  nations  of  both 
hemispheres,  appeared  to  me  so  well  chosen,  and  so 
just,  that  I did  not  hesitate  a moment  to  prefer  it  to 
that  of  38®.  It  became  necessary,,  of  course,  to 
reform  all  mv  calculations  to  that  standard — an  ope- 
ration, which  has  been  retarded  by  my  other  oc- 
cupations. 

Tiiese  circumstances  will,  I hope,  apologize  for 
the  delay  which  has  attended  the  execution  of  the 
order  of  the  house : and  perhaps  a disposition,  on 
their  part,  to  have  due  regard  to  the  proceedings  of 
other  nations,  engaged  on  the  same  subject,  may 
induce  them  still  to  defer  deciding  ultimately  on  it, 
till  their  next  session.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and 
should  any  new  matter  occur  in  the  mean  time,  I 
shall  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  it  to  the 
house,  as  supplemental  to  the  present  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
most  profound  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and 
most  humble  servant. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  -zvas  referred,  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  prepare  and  report  ft 
proper  plan  or  plans  for  establishing  uniformity  in 
the  currency,  yp eights , and  measures  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  obedience  thereto,  makes  the  folio-wing 
RE  PORI'. 

To  obtain  uniformity  in  measures,  weights  and 
coins,  it  is  necessary  to  find  some  measure  of  inva- 
riable length,  with  which,  as  a standard,  they  may 
be  compared. 

There  exists  not  in  nature,  as  far  as  has  been  hi- 
therto observed,  a single  subject  or  species  of  sub- 
ject, accessible  to  man,  which  presents  one  constant 
and  uniform  dimension. 

The  globe  of  the  earth  itself,  indeed,  might  be 
considered  as  invariable  in  all  its  dimensions,  and 
that  its  circumference  would  furnish  an  invariable 
measure : but  no  one  of  its  circles,  great  or  small, 
is  accessible  to  admeasurement  through  all  its  parts  r 
and  the  various  trials,  to  measure  definite  portions 
of  them,  have  been  of  such  various  result,  as  to  shew 
there  is  no  dependence  on  that  operation  for  cer- 
tainty. 

Matter  then,  by  its  mere  extension,  furnishing 
nothing  invariable,  its  motion  is  the  only  remaining 


SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  <W  REPRESENTATIVES'. 

JYew- Pork,  July  4,  1790. 
sir, — In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  January  15th,  I have  now  the 
honor  to  inclose  you  a report  on  the  subject  ofmea- 
nures,  weights  and  coins.  The  length  of  time,  which 
intervened  between  the  date  of  the  order  and  mv 
arrival  in  this  city,  prevented  my  receiving  it,  till 
the  15th  of  April:  and  an  illness,  which  followed 
: oon  after,  added,  unavoidably,  some  weeks  to  the 
delay  ; so  that,  it  was  not  till  about  the  20th  of  May 
that  I was  able  to  finish  the  report.  A desire  to  les- 
sen the  number  of  its  imperfections,  induced  me 
still  to  withhold  it  awhile,  till,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
came  to  my  hands  from  Paris,  a printed  copy  of  a 
proposition  made  by  tlie  bishop  of  Autun,  to  the 


resource. 

The  motion  of  the  earth  round  its  axis,  though 
not  absolutely  uniform  and  invariable,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  such  for  every  human  purpose.  It  is 
measured  obviously,  but  unequally,  by  the  depar- 
ture of  a given  meridian  from  the  sun,  and  its  return 
to  it,  constituting  a solar  day.  Throwing  together 
the  inequalities  of  solar  days,  a mean  interval,  or 
day,  has  been  found,  and  divided,  by  very  general 
consent,  into  eighty-six  thousand  four  hundred  equal 
parts. 

A pendulum,  vibrating  freely,  in  small  and  equal 
arcs,  may  be  so  adjusted  in  its  length,  as,  by  its 
vibrations,  to  make  this  division  of  the  earth’s  mo- 
tion into  eighty -six  thousand  four  hundred  equal, 
parts,  called  seconds  of  mean  time- 
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Such  a pendulum,  then,  becomes  itself  a measure 
of  determinate  length,  to  which  all  others  may  be 
referred,  as  to  a standard. 

But  even  the  pendulum  is  not  without  its  un- 
certainties. 

1.  The  difficulty  of  ascertaining  in  practice  its 
centre  of  oscillation,  as  depending'  on  the  form  of 
the  bob,  and  its  distance  from  the  point  of  suspen- 
sion— the  effect  of  the  weight  of  the  suspending 
wire,  towards  displacing  the  centre  of  Oscillation — 
that  center  being  seated  within  the  body  of  the  bob, 
and,  therefore,  inaccessible  to  the  measure — are 
sources  of  considerable  uncertainty. 

II.  Both  theory  and  experience  prove,  that  to  pre- 
serve its  isochron  ism,  it  must  be  shorter  towards 
the  equator,  and  longer  towards  the  poles. 

III.  The  height  of  the  sitnation,  above  the  com- 
mon level,  as  being  an  increment  to  the  radius  of 
the  earth,  diminishes  the  length  of  the  pendulum. 

IV.  The  pendulum  being  made  of  metal,  as  is 
best,  it  varies  in  length  with  the  variations  in  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere. 

V.  To  continue  small  and  equal  vibrations, 
through  a sufficient  length  of  time,  and  to  count  the 
vibrations,  machinery  anda  power  necessary,  which 
may  exert  a small,  but  constant  effort  to  renew  the 
waste  of  mot  ion  : and  the  difficulty  is,  so  to  apply 
these,  as  that  they  shall  neither  retard  nor  accelerate 
the  vibrations. 

3.  In  order  to  avoid  the  uncertainties,  which  res- 
pect tiie  centre  of  oscillation,  it  has  been  proposed 
by  Mr.  Leslie,  an  ingenious  artist  of  Philadelphia, 
to  substitute,  for  the  pendulum,  an  uniform  cylin- 
drical rod,  without  a bob. 

Could  the  diameter  of  such  a rod  be  infinitely 
small,  the  centre  of  oscillation  would  be  exactly  at 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  length,  measured  from  the 
point  of  suspension.  -Giving  it  a diameter  which 
shall  render  it  sufficiently  inflexible,  the  centre  will 
be  displaced,  indeed  ; but  in  a second  rod,  not  the 
(I.)  603,Q0Qth  purl  of  its  length,  and  not  the  hun- 
dredth part  as  much  as  in  a second  pendulum,  with 
a spherical  bob,  of  proper  diameter.  This  displace- 
ment is  so  infinitely  minute,  then,  that  we  may  con- 
sider the  centre  of  oscillation,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, as  residing  at  two -thirds  of  the  length,  from 
the  centre  ot  the  suspension.  The  distance  between 
these  two  centres  might  be  easily  and  accurately 
ascertained  in  practice.  But  the  whole  rod  is  better 
for  a standard,  than  any  portion  of  it,  because  sensi- 
bly defined  at  both  its  extremities. 

2.  The  uncertainty  arising  from  the  difference  of 
length  requisite  for  tire  second  pendulum,  or  the 
second  rod,  in  different  latitudes,  may  be  avoided  bv 
fixing  on  some  one  latitude,  to  which  our  standard 
shall  refer.  That  of  38°,  as  being  the  middle  lati- 
tude of  the  United  States,  might  seem  the  most  con- 
venient, were  we  to  consider  ourselves  alone:  but 
connected  with  other  nations  by  commerce  and  sci- 
ence, it  is  better  to  fix  on  that  parallel,  which  bids 
fairest  to  be  adopted  by  them  also.  The  forty -fifth, 
as  being  the  middle  term  between  the  equator  and 
pole,  lias  been  heretofore  proposed  in  Europe  : and 
the  proposition  has  been  lately  renewed  there,  under 
circumstances  which  may  very  possibly  give  it  some 
effect.  This  parallel  is  distinguished  with  us  also,  as 
forming  our  principal  northern  boundary;  Let  tiie 
completion  of  the  forty-fifth  degree  then  give  the 
standard  for  our  union,  with  the  hope  that  it  may 
become  a line  of  union  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  difference  between  the  second  rod  for  45°  of 
latitude,  and  that  for  31°,  our  other  extreme,  is  to  be 
examined. 

The  second  pendulum  for  45°  of  latitude,  accord- 
ing to  sir  Isaac  Newton’s  computation,  must  be  of 


(2.)  39,14912  inches,  English  measure  : and  a rod, 
to  vibrate  m the  same  time,  must  be  of  the  same 
length  between  the  centres  of  suspension  and  oscil- 
lation, and,  consequently,  it.-;  whole  length  58.7  (or 
more  exactly  58,72368)  inches.  This  is  longer  than 
the  rod,  which  shall  vibrate  seconds  in  31^  of  lati. 
tude,  by  about  part  of  its  whole  length  ; a di;- 
terence  so  minute,  that  it  might  be  neglected,  as 
insensible,  for  the  common  purposes  of  life  : but  in 
cases  requiring  perfect  exactness,  the  second  rod, 
found  by  trial  of  its  vibrations  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  corrected  by  computation  for 
the  (3.)  latitude  of  the  place,  and  so  brought  exactly 
to  the  standard  of  45°. 

3.  By  making  the  experiment  in  the  level  of  the 
ocean,  the  difference  will  be  avoided,  which  a higher 
position  might  occasion. 

4.  Tiie, expansion  and  contraction  of  the  rod,  with 
the  change  of  temjxeraUire,  is  the.  fourth  source  of 
uncertainty  before  mentioned.  According  to  the 
high  authority,  so  often  quoted,  an  iron  rod,  of  given 
length,  may  vary,  between  summer  and  winter,  in 
temperate  latitudes,  and  in  tiie  common  exposure  of 
house-clocks,  from  T-7Yg-  to  ^ A,-Tr  of  its  whole 
length,  which,  in  a rod  of  58.7  inches,  will  be  from 
about  two  to  three  hundredths  of  an  inch.  This  may 
be  avoided  by  adjusting  and  preserving  tiie  standard 
in  a cellar,  or  other  place,  the  temperature  of  which 
never  varies.  Iron  is  named  for  this  purpose,  be- 
cause the  lea»t  expansible  of  the  metais. 

5.  The  practical  difficulty,  resulting  from  the 
effect  of  the  machinery  and  moving  power,  is  very 
inconsiderable  in  the  present  state  of  the  arts  : and 
in  their  progress  towards  perfection,  will  become 
less  and  less.  To  estimate  and  obviate  this,  will  be 
the  artist’s  province.  It  is  as  nothing,  when  com- 
pared with  the  sources  of  inaccuracy  hitherto  at- 
tending measures. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  the  inconveniences, 
some  of  which  attend  the  pendulum  alone,  others, 
boili  the  pendulum  and  rod,  it  must  be  added,  that 
the  rod  would  have  an  accidental,  but  very  precious 
advantage  over  the  pendulum  in  this  countiy,  in  the 
event  ot  our  fixing  the  foot  at  the  nearest  aliquot 
part  ot  either ; fer  the  difference  between  the  com- 
mon foot  and  those  so  to  be  deduced,  would  be  three 
times  greater  in  the  case  of  the  .pendulum,  than  in 
that  of  live  rod. 

Let  the  standard  of  measure,  then,  be  an  uni  form 
cylindrical  rod  of  iron,  of  such  length,  as,  in  latitude 
45°  in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a cellar,  or 
other  place,  the  temperature  of  which  does  not  vary 
through  the  year,  shall  perform  its  vibrations,  in 
small  and  equal  arcs,  in  one  second  of  mean  time. 

A standard  of  invariable  length  being  thus  ob- 
tained, we  may  proceed  to  identify,  by  that,  the 
measures,  weights,  and  coins  of  the  United  States. 
But  here  a doubt  presents  itself,  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  reformation  meditated  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. Tiie  experiment  made  by  congress  in  the 
year  1785,  by  declaring  that  there  should  be  one 
money  of  account  and  payment  through  the  United 
States, and  that  its  parts  and  multiplies  should  be  ip  a 
decimal  ratio,  has  obtained  such  general  approbation 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  tha^  nothing  seems  want- 
ing, but  the  actual  coinage,  to  banish  the  discordant 
pounds,  shilling's,  pence  and  farthings  of  the  dif- 
ferent states,  and  to  establish,  in  their  stead,  the 
new  denominations.  Is  it  in  contemplation  with  the 
bouse  of  representatives,  to  extend  a like  improve- 
ment to  our  measures  and  weights,  and  to  arrange 
them  also  in  a decimal  ratio  ? — The  facility,  which 
tiiis  would  introduce  into  the  vulgar  arithmetic, 
would,  unquestionably,  be  soon  and  sensibly  felt  by 
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the  whole  mass  of  the  people,  who  would  thereby  be 
enabled  to  compute  for  themselves,  whatever  they 
sho  M have  occasion  to  buy,  to  sell,  or  to  measure, 
which  the  present  complicated  and  difficult  ratios 
pi  i.ee  beyond  their  computation,  for  the  most  part. 
Or,  is  it  the  opinion  of  the  representatives,  that  the 
difficulty  of  changing  the  established  habits  of  a 
whole  nation,  opposes  an  insuperable  bar  to  this 
improvement?  under  this  uncertainty,  the  secretary 
of  state  thinks  it  his  duty  to  submit  alternative  plans, 
that  the  house  may,  at  their  will,  adopt  either  the 
one  or  the  other,'  exclusively— or  the  one  for  the 
jy.esent,  and  the  other  for  a future  time,  when  the 
public  mind  may  be  supposed  to  have  become  fami- 
liarized to  it. 

X.  And  first,  on  the  supposition,  that  the  present 
measures  and  weights  are  to  be  retained,  but  to  be 
rendered  uniform,  and  invariable,  by  bringing  them 
to  the  same  invariable  standard. 

The  first  settlers  of  these  states,  having  come 
chiefly  from  England,  brought  with  them  the  mea- 
sures and  weights  of  that  country.  These  alone  are 
generally  established  among  us,  either  by  law  or 
usage  ; and  these,  therefore,  are  alone  to  be  retained 
and  fixed.  We  must  resort  to  that  country  for  in- 
formation of  what  they  are,  or  ought  to  be. 

This  rests,  principally,  on  the  evidence  of  certain 
standard  measures  and  weights,  which  have  been 
preserved  of  long  time  in  different  deposits.  But 
differences  among  these  having  been  known  to  exist, 
the  house  of  commons,  in  the  years  1 757  and  1758, 
appointed  committees  to  enquire  into  the  original 
standards  of  their  weights  and  measures.  These 
committees,  assisted  by  able  mathematicians  and 
artists,  examined  and  compared  with  each  other, 
the  several  standard  measures  and  weights,  and 
made  reports  on  them  in  the  years  1758  and  1759. 
The  circumstances,  under  which  these  reports  were 
made,  entitled  them  to  be  considered,  as  far  as  they 
go,  as  the  best  written  testimony  existing,  of  the 
standard  measures  and  weights  of  England  : and  as 
such,  they  will  be  relied  on  in  the  progress  of  this 
report 

Measures  of  length. — The  measures  of  length  in 
use  among  us  are. 

The  league  of  three  miles  ; the  mile  of  eight  fur- 
longs ; ilie  furlong  of  forty  poles  or  perches ; the 
pole  or  perch  of  five  and  a half  yards  ; the  fathom 
of  two  yards  ; the  ell  of  a yard  and  a quarter ; the 
yard  of  three  feet ; the  foot  of  twelve  inches  ; and 
the  inch  of  tea  lines. 

On  this  branch  of  their  subject,  the  committee  of 
1757,  1758,  says,  that  the  standard  measures  of 
length,  at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  are  a yard, 
supposed  to  be  of  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  and  a yard 
and  ell,  supposed  to  have  been  made  about  the  year 
1601  ; that  they  are  brass  rods,  very  coarsely  made, 
their  divisions  not  exact,  and  the  rods  bent:  and 
that,  in  the  year  1742,  some  members  of  the  royal 
society  had  been  at  great  pains  in  taking  an  exact 
measure  of  these  standards,  by  very  curious  instru- 
ments, prepared  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Graham  ; that 
the  royal  soeiety  had  had  a brass  rod  made,  pursuant 
to  their  experiment,  which  was  made  so  accurately, 
and  by  persons  so  skilful  and  exact,  that  it  was 
thought  not  easy  to  obtain  a more  exact  one ; and 
the  committee  in  fact  found  it  to  agree  with  the  stan- 
dard at  the  exchequer,  as  near  as  it  was  possible. 

, They  furnish  no  means  to  a person  at  a distance  of 
knowing  what  this  standard  is.  This,  however,  is 
supplied  by  the  evidence  of  the  second  pendulum, 
which,  according  to  the  authority  before  quoted,  is, 
sat  London,  33,1682  English  inches,  and  conse- 
quently, the  second  rod,  there  is  of  58,7523  of  the 
tfiune  inches..  When  we  shall  have  found,  then,  by 


actual  trial  the  second  rod  for  45°  by  adding  the 
difference  of  their  computed  length,  to  wit,  ,lo7oo 
of  an  inch,  or  rather  of  a line  (which  in  practice 

will  endanger  less  error,  than  an  attempt  at  so 
minute  a fraction  as  the  ten  thousandth  part  of  an 
inch)  we  shall  have  the  second  rod  of  London,  or  a 
true  measure  of  58  3-4  English  inches.  Or,  to 
shorten  the  operation,  without  varying  the  result. 
Let  the  standard  rod  of  4a®  be  divided  into 
587  1-5  equal  parts  and  let  each  of  these  parts  be 
declared  a line; 

Ten  lines  an  inch; -twelve  inches  afoot;  three 
feet  a yard  ; three  feet  nine  inches  an  ell ; six  feet 
a fathom  ; five  yards  and  a half  a perch  or  pole  ; 
forty  poies  or  perches  a furlong ; eight  furlongs  a 
nule ; three  miles  a league. 

Superficial  measures. — Our  measures  of  surface  are 
the  acre  of  four  rood  ; and  the  rood  of  forty  square 
poles  : so  established  by  a statute  of  33.  E.  1.  Let 
thorn  remain  the  same. 

Measures  of  capacity. — The  measures  of  capacity 
in  use  among  us,  are  of  the  following  narhes  and 
proportions  : 

The  gill,  four  of  which  make  a pint ; two  pints  a 
quart ; two  quarts  a pottle ; two  pottles  a gallon  ; 
two  gallons  a peck,  dry  measure ; eight  gallons  make 
a.  measure,  called  a firkin,  in  liquid  substances,  and 
a buskel  dry ; two  firkins  or  bushels,  make  a mea- 
sure, called  a rundlet,  or  kilderkin,  liquid,  and  a 
strike,  dry ; two  kilderkins,  or  strikes,  make  a mea- 
sure called  a barrel,  liquid,  and  a coomb,  dry — this 
last  term  being  ancient  and  little  used ; two  barrels, 
or  coombs,  make  a measure  called  a hogshead, 
liquid,  or  a quarter,  dry  ; each  being  the  quarter  of 
a ton  * a hogshead  and  a third  makes  a tierce,  or  a 
third  of  a ton ; two  hogsheads  make  a pipe,  butt,  or 
puncheon,  and  two  pipes  make  a ton. 

But  no  one  of  these  measures  is  of  a determinate 
capacity.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  1757-8 
shews,  that  the  gallon  is  of  very  various  content : 
and  that  being- the  unit,  all  the  others  must  vary 
with  it. 

The  gallon  and  bushel  contain  224  and  1792  cubic 
inches,  according  to  the  standard  wine  gallon,  pre- 
served at  Guildhall;  231  and  1848,  according  to 
the  statute  of  the  5th  Anne ; 264.8  and  1218.4,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Rum  ford  quart1  of  1228,  exa- 
mined by  the  committee  ; 265.5  and  2124,  according 
to  three  standard  bushels  preserved  in  the  exche- 
quer, to  wit,  one  of  Henry  VII.  without  a rim,  one 
dated  1091,  supposed  for  1591,  or  1601,  and  one 
dated  1601 ; 266.25  and  2130,  according  to  the  an- 
cient-Romford  gallon  of  1228,  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee ; 268.75  and  2150,  according  to  the  Win- 
chester bushel,  as  declared  by  statute  13.14.  W.  3. 
which  has.  been  the  model  for  some  of  the  grain 
states ; 271'.  less  2 spoonfuls,  and  2168,  less  16 
spoonfuls,  according  to  the  standard  gallon  of  Henry 
VII.  and  another,  dated  1601,  marked  E.  E.  both  in 
the  exchequer;  271  and  2168,  according  to  a stan- 
dard gallon  in  the  exchequer,  dated  1601,  marked  E. 
and  called  the  corn  gallon  ; 272  and  2176,  according 
to  the  three  standard  corn-gallons,  last  mentioned,  as 
measured  in  1688,  by  an  artist  for  the  commissioners 
of  the  excise,  generally  used  in  the  sea-port  towns, 
and  by  mercantile  people,  and  thence  introduced 
into  some  of  the  grain  states  ; 277.18  and  2217-44, 
as  established  for  the  measure  of  coal  by  the  statute 
of  12  Anne  ; 278,  and  2224,  according  to  a standard 
bushel  of  Henry  VII.  with  a copper  rim,  in  the  ex- 
chequer; 278.4  and  2227-2  according  to  two  stan- 
dard pints  of  1601,  and  1602,  in  the  exchequer  ; 280, 
and  2240,  according  to  the  standard  quart  of  1601, 
in  the  exchequer  ; 282  and  2256,  according  to  the 
standard  gallon  for  beer  and  ale,  in  the  treasury. 
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There  are,  moreover,  varieties  on  these  varieties,  peck ; 8 gallons  a bushel  or  firkin ; 2 bushels  or 
•'from  the  barrel  to  the  ton  inclusive : for,  if*  the  barrel  jfirk  ins,  a strike  or  kilderkin;  2 strikes  or  kilder- 
■be  of  herrings,  it  must  contain  28  gallons  by  the  sta-  kins,  a coomb  or  barrel;  2 coombs  or  barrels,  a 
tute  13  El.  c.  11.  If  of  wine,  it  must  contain  31  1-2  (quarter  of  a hogshead  ; a hogshead  and  a third  one 
by  the  statute  2 Henry  VII.  c.  22.  and  1.  Richard  III.  | tierce  ; 2 hogsheads  a pipe,  butt,  or  puncheon  ; and 


c.  15.  If  of  beer  or  ale,  it  must  contain  34  gallons 
by  the  statute  1 William  and  Mary  c.  24.  and  the 
higher  measures  in  proportion. 

In  those  of  the  United  Stales,  which  have  not 
adopted  the  statutes  of  William  and  Mary,  and  of 
Anne  before  cited,  nor  their  substance,  the  wine 
gallon,  of  231  cubic  inches,  rests  on  the  authority  of 
very  long  usage,  before  the  5ih  of  Anne,  the  origin 
and  foundation  of  which  are  unknown.  The  bushel 
is  the  Winchester  bushel,  by  the  11  Henry  VII.  un- 
defined ; and  the  barrel  of  ale,  32  gallons,  and  of 
beer  36  gallons  by  the  statute  23  Henry  VIM.  c.  4 

The  secretary  of  state  is  not  informed  whether 
there  have  been  any  and  what  alterations  of  these 
measures,  by  the  laws  of  the  particular  states. 

It  is  proposed  to  retain  this  series  of  measures, 
but  to  fix  the  gallon  to  one  determinate  capacity,  ua 
the  unit  of  measure,  both  wet  and  dry  : for  the  con- 
venience is  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  distinction, 
even  between  wet  and  dry  measures. 

The  wine  gallon,  whether  of  224  or  231  cubic 
?*#tches,  may  be  altogether  disregarded,  as  concern- 
ing, principally,  the  mercantile,  and  the  wealthy, 
the  least  numerous  part  of  society,  and  the  most 
capable  of  reducing  one  measure  to  another  by  cal- 
culation. This  gallon  is  little  used  among  the  mass 
of  farmers,  whose  chief  habits  and  interests  are  in 
the  size  of  the  corn  bushel. 

Of  the  standard  measures  before  stated,  two  are 
principally  distinguished  in  authority  and  practice. 
The  statute  bushel  of  215U  cubic  inches,  which 
gives  a gallon  of  268.75  cubic  inches,  and  the  stan- 
dard gallon  of  3601,  called  the  corn  gallon,  of  271  or 
272  cubic  inches  ; which  has  introduced  the  mer- 
cantile bushel  of  2176  inches.  The  former  of  these 
is  most  used  in  some  of  the  grain  states,  the  latter  in 
others.  The  middle  term,  of  270  cubic  inches,  may 
be  taken  as  a mutual  compromise  of  convenience, 
and  as  offering  this  general  advantage,  that  this 
bushel  being  of  2160  cubic  inches,  is  exactly  a cubic 
foot  and  a quarter,  and  so  facilitates  the  conversion 
of  wet  and  dry  measures  into  solid  contents  and 
tonnage,  and  simplifies  the  connexion  of  measures 
and  weights,  as  will  be  shewn  hereafter.  It  may  be 
added  in  favor  of  this,  as  a medium  measure,  that 
eight  of  the  standard  or  statute  measures,  before 
enumerated,  are  below  this  term,  and  nine  above  it. 

The  measure  to  be  made  for  use,  being  foursided, 
with  rectangular  sides  and  bottom. 

The  pint  will  be  3 inches  square  and  3 3-4  inches 
deep  ; tne  quart  3 inches  square  and  7 1-2  inches 
deep ; the  pottle  3 inches  square  and  15  inches 
deep,  or  4 1-2,  5,  and  6 inches ; the  gallon  6 inches 
square  and  7 1-2  inches  deep ; or  5,  6,  and  9 inches  ; 
the  peck  6,  9,  and  10  inches ; the  half- bushel  12 
inches  square  and  7 1-2  inches  deep  ; and  the  bushel 
.12  inches  square,  and  15  inches  deep,  or  9,  -iJ  and 
16  inches. 

Cylindrical  measures  have  the  advantage  of  su- 
perior strength  : but  square  ones  have  the  greater 
advantage  of  enabling  every  one,  who  has  a rule  in 
his  pocket,  to  verify  their  contents,  by  ^measuring 
them.  Moreover,  till  the  circle  can  be  squared,  the 
cylinder -cannot  be  cubed,  nor  its  contents  exactly 
expressed  in  figures. 

Let  the  measures  of  capacity  then,  for  the  Unitei 
States,  be, 

A gallon  of  270  cubic  inches  ; the  gallon,  to  con 
tain  two  pottles;  the  pottle  two  quarts  ; the  quart 
"Wo  Pints;-  the  pint  4 gills; -2  gallons  to  make  a 


2 pipes  a ton. 

And  let  ail  measures  of  capacity,  of  dry  subjects, 
be  stricken  with  a strait  strike. 

Heights. — There  are  two  sorts  of  weights  in  use 
among  us — the  one  called  avoirdupois,  the  other 
troy. 

In  the  avoirdupois  series,  the  pound  is  divided 
into  sixteen  ounces  ; the  ounce  into  sixteen  drams  ; 
the  dram  into  four  quarters. 

In  the  troy  series,  the  pound  is  divided  into  twelve 
ounces  ; the  ounce,  according  to  the  subdivision  of 
the  apothecaries,  inio  8 drams;  the  dram  into  3 
scruples  ; the  scruple  into  20  grains. 

According  to  the  subdivision  for  gold  and  silver, 
the  ounce  is  divided  into  20  penny-weight ; and  the 
penny-weight  into  24  grains. 

So  that  the  pound  troy  contains  5760  grains,  of 
which,  7,000  are  requisite  to  make  the  pound  avoir- 
dupois ; of  course  the  weight,  of  the  pound  troy  is 
to  that  of  the  pound  avoirdupois,  as  5760  to  7000,  or 
as  144  to  175. 

Ii  is  remarkable,  4h at  this  is  exactly  the  propor- 
tion of  the  ancient  liquid  gallon  of  Guildhall,  of  224 
cubic  inches,  to  the  corn  gallon  of  272  ; for  224  are 
to  272,  as  144  to  175  (4.) 

It  is  further  remarkable  still,  that  this  is  also  the 
exact  proportion  between  the  specific  weight,  of  any 
measure  of  wheat,  and  of  the  same  measure  of  water. 
For  the  staiute  bushel  is  of  64  pounds  of  wheat. 
Now  as  144  to  175,  so  are  641b.  to  77.71b.  but  77.7lb. 
is  known  to  the  weiglri  of  (5.)  2150.4  cubm  inches 
of  pure  water  ; which  is  exactly  the  content  of  the 
Winchester  bushel,  as  declared  by  the  statute  13. 14. 
W.  3.  That  statute  determined  the  bushel  to  be  a 
cylinder  of  18  1-2  inches  diameter,  and  8- inches 
depth.  Such  a cylinder,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  cubed, 
and  expressed  in  figures,  contains  2150,425  cubic 
inches ; a result,  which  reflects  authority  on  the 
declaration  of  parliament,  and  induces  a favorable 
opinion  of  the  care  with  which  they  invested  the 
contents  of  the  ancient  bushel,  and  also  a belief, 
that  there  might  exist  evidence  of  it  at  that  day, 
unknown  to  the  committees  of  1758  and  1759. 

We  find  then  in  a continued  proportion,  64  to  77. 7 
as  224  to  272,  and  as  144  to  175,  that  is  to  say,  th.^ 
specific  weight  of  a measure  of  wheat  to  that  of 
the  same  measure  of  water,  as'the  cubic  contents  of 
the  wet-gallon,  to  those  of  the  dry;  and  as  the 
weight  of  a pound  troy  to  that  of  a pound  avoir- 
dupois. 

This  seems  to  have  been  so  combined  as  to  render 
it  indifferent  whether  a thing  were  dealt  out  by 
weight  or  measure;  for  the  dry  gallon  of  wheal, 
and  the  liquid  one  of  wine  were  of  the  same  weight  ; 
and  the  avoirdupois  pound  of  wheat,  and  the  troy 
pound  of  wine,  were  of  the  same  measure.  Water 
and  the  vinous  liquors,  which  enter  most  into  com- 
merce, are  so  nearly  of  a weight,  that  the  difference, 
in  moderate  quantities,  would  be  neglected  by  both 
buyer  and  seller ; some  of  the  wines  being  a little 
heavier,  and  some  a little  lighter  than  water. 

Another  remarkable  correspondence  is  that  be- 
tween weights  and  solid  measures.  For  1000  ounces 
avoirdupois  of  pure  water,  liils  a cubic  foot,  with 
mathematical  exactness. 

What  circumstances  of  the  times,  or  purposes 
of  barter  or  commerce,  called  for  this  combinati-  i 
of  weights  and  measures,  with  the  subjects  to  he 
exchanged  or  purchased,  are  not  now  to  be  ascer- 
tained/ But  a triple  set  of  exact  proportional^ 
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representing  weights,  measures,  and  the  things  to 
fee  weighed  and  measured,  and  a relation  so  inte- 
gral, between  weights  and  solid  measures,  must 
have  been  the  result  of  design  and  scientific  calcula- 
tion, and  not  a mere  coincidence  of  hazard.  Im- 
proves, that  the  dry  and  wet  measures,  the  heavy 
and  iight  weights,  must  have  been  original  parts  of 
the  system  they  compose  : contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  of  1757 — 1758,  who  thought,  that  the 
avoirdupois  weight  was  not  an  ancient  weight  of  the 
kingdom,  nor  ever  even  a legal  weight,  but  during  a 
single  year  of  the  reign  of  H.  8.  and  therefore,  con- 
cluded, otherwise  than  will  be  here  proposed,  to 
suppress  it  altogether.  Their  opinion  was  founded 
chiefly  on  the  silence  of  the  laws,  as  to  this  weight. 
But  the  harmony  here  developed  in  the  system  of 
weights,  and  measures,  of  which  the  avoirdupois 
makes  an  essential  member,  corroborated  by  a gene- 
ral use,  from  very  high  antiquity,  of  that,  or  of  a 
nearly  similar  weight  under  another  (6.)  name,  seem 
stronger  proofs,  that  this  is  a legal  weight,  than 
the  mere  silence  of  the  written  laws  is  of  the 
cbntrary. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  in  such  general  use  with  us, 
that,  on  the  principal  of  popular  convenience,  its 
higher  denominations,  at  least,  must  be  preserved. 
It  is  by  the  avoirdupois  pound  and  ounce,  that  our 
citizens  have  been  used  to  buy  and  sell.  But  the 
smaller  subdivisions  of  drams  and  quarters,  are  not 
in  use  with  them.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have 
been  used  to  weigh  their  money  and  medicine  with 
the  penny-weights  and  grains  troy-weight,  and  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  using  the  pounds  and  ounces  of 
that  series.  It  would  be  for  their  convenience,  then, 
to  suppress  the  pound  and  ounce  troy,  and  the  dram 
and  quarter  avoirdupois  ; and  to  form  into  one  series 
the  avoirdupois  pound  and  ounce,  and  the  troy 
penny-weight  and  grain.  The  avoirdupois  ounce 
contains  18  penny-weights  5 1-2  grains  troy-weight. 
Divide  it  then  into  13  penny-weights,  and  the  penny- 
weight, as  heretofore,  into  24  grains  ; and  the  new 
penny-weight  will  contain  between  a third  and  a, 
quarter  of  a grain  more  than  the  present  troy  penny- 
weight; or,  more  accurately,  it  will  be  .to  that,  as 
875  to  864,  a difference  not  to  be  noticed,  either  in 
money  or  medicine,  below  the  denomination  of  an 
ounce. 

But  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  these  weights  to 
a determinate  mass  of  some  substance,  the  specific 
'gravity  of  which  is  invariable.  Rain-water  is  such 
a substance,  and  may  be  referred  to  every  where, 
and  through  all  time.  It  has  been  found,  by  accu- 
rate experiments,  that  a cubic  foot  of  rain-water 
weighs  1000  ounces  avoirdupois,  standard  weight  of 
the  exchequer.  It  is  true,  that  among  the  standard 
weights,  the  committee  report  small  variations  : but 
this  experiment  must  decide  in  favor  of  those  parti- 
cular weights,  between  which  and  an  integral  mass 
of  water,  so  remarkable  a coincidence  has  been 
found.  To  render  this  standard  move  exact,  the 
water  should  be  weighed  always  in  the  same  tempe- 
rature of  air;  as  heat,  by.  increasing  its  volume, 
lessens  its  specific  gravity.  The  cellar  Of  uniform 
temperature  is  best  for  this  also. 

Let  it  then  he  established,  that  an  ounce  is  of  the 
weight  of  a cube  of  rain  water,  of  one-tenth  of  a foot, 
or  rather,  that  it  is  the  thousandth  part  of  the  weight 
qf  a cubic  foot  of  rain-water,  weighed  in  the  stan- 
dard temperature  ; that  the  series  of  weights  of  the 
United  Statesshail  consist  of  pounds,  ounces,  penny- 
weights, and  grains  ; whereof  24  grains  shall  be  one 
penny-weight,  13  penny-weights  one  ounce,  16 
ounces  one  pound. 

Coins.-rCgngress  in  1786  established  the  money 
unit  at  375.§4  troy  grains  of  pure  silver.  It  is  pro- 


posed to  enlarge  this,  by  about  the  third  of  a grain, 
in  weight,  or  a mill,  in  value;  that  is  to  say,  to 
establish  at  376  (or,  more  exactly,  376,02985)  in- 
stead of  375.64  grains  ; because  it  will  be  shewn 
this,  as  the  unit  of  coin,  will  link  in  system  with  the 
units  of  length,  surface,  capacity,  and  weight, 
whenever  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  extend  the 
decimal  ratio  through  all  these  branches.  It  is  to 
preserve  the  possibility  of  doing  this,  that  this  very 
minute  alteration  is  proposed. 

We  have  this  proportion,  then,  875  to  864,  as 
376,02985  grains  troy  to  371,30261,  the  expression 
of  the  unit  in  the  new  grains. 

Let  it  be  declared,  therefore,  that  the  money  unit, 
or  dollar  of  the  United  States,  shall  contain  371.3 
American  grains  of  pure  silver. 

If  nothing  more  then  be  proposed,  than  to  render 
uniform  and  stable  the  system  we  already  possess, 
this  may  be  effected  on  the  plan  herein  detailed  ; 
the  sum.  of  which  is,  1.  That  the  present  measure  of 
length  be  retained  and  fixed  by  an  invariable  stan- 
dard : 2.  That  the  measures  of  surface  remain  as 
they  are,  and  be  invariable  also,  as  the  measures  of 
length,  to  which  they  are  to  refer  : 3.  That  the  unit 
of  capacity,  now  so  equivocal,  be  settled  at  a medium 
and  convenient  term,  and  defined  by  the  same  inva- 
riable measures  of  length  : 4.  That  the  more  known 
terms,  in  the  two  kinds  of  weights,  be  retained,  and 
reduced  to  one  series  ; and  that  they  be  referred  to  a 
definite  mass  of  some  substance,  the  specific  gravity 
of  which  never  changes  : And  5.  That  the  quantity 
of  pure  silver  in  the  money  unit  be  expressed  in 
parts  of  weights  so  defined.. 

In  the  whole  of  this,  no  change  is  proposed,  ex- 
cept an  insensible  one  in  the  troy  grain  and  penny-, 
weight,  and  the  very  minute  one  in  the  money  unit. 

II.  But  if  it  be  thought  that,  either  now  or  at  any 
future  time,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may 
be  induced  to  undertake  a thorough  reformation  of 
their  whole  system  of  measures,  weights  and  coins, 
reducing  every  branch  to  the  same  decimal  ratio 
already  established  in  their  coins,  and  thus  bringing 
the -calculation  of  the  principal  affairs  of  life  within 
the  arithmetic  of  every  man,  who  can  multiply  and 
divide  plain  numbers,  greater  changes  will  be  ner 
cessary. 

The  unit  of  measure  is  still  that  which  must  give 
law  through  the  whole  system  : and  from  whatever 
unit  we  set  out,  the  coincidences  between  the  old 
and  new  ratios  will  be  rare.  All  that  can  be  done, 
will  be  to  choose  such  an  unit  as  will  produce  the 
most  of  these.  In  this  respect,  the  second  rod  has 
been  found,  on  trial,  to  be  far  preferable  to  the 
second  pendulum. 

Measures  of  length. — Let  the  second  rod,  then,  as 
before  described,  be  the  standard  of  measure;  and 
let  it  be  divided  into  five  equal  parts,  each  of  which 
shall  be  called  a foot : for,  perhaps,  it  may  be  better 
generally  to  retain  the  name  of  the  nearest  present 
measure,  wlieye  there  is  one  tolerably  near.  It  will 
be  about  one  quarter  of  an  inch  shorter  than  the 
present  foot. 

Let  the  foot  be  divided  into  10  inches  ; the  inch 
into  JO  lines  ; the  line  into  10  points : let  ten  feet 
make  a dec  ad  ; 10  decads  a food  ; 10  roods  a fur- 
long ; 10  furlongs  a mile. 

Superficial  measures. — Superficial  measures  have 
been  estimated,  and  so  may  continue  to  be,  in 
squares  of  the  measures  of  length,  except  in  the 
case  of  lands,  which  have  been  estimated  by  squares, 
called  roods  and  acres.  Let  the  rood  be  equal  to  a 
square,  every  side  of  which  is  100  feet.  This  will  be 
6,483  English  feet  less,  than  the  English  (7.)  rood 
every  way,  and  1311  square  feet  less  in  its  whole 
contents,  that  is  to  say,  about  one-eighth  ; in  w hie  la 
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proportion  also,  4 roods  will  be  less  than  the  pre- 
tent acre. 

Measures  of  capacity. — Let  the  unit  of  capacity  be 
the  cubic  foot,  to  be  called  a bushel.  It  will  contain 
1620.23  cubic  inches,  English ; be  about  one  fourth 
less  than  that  before  proposed  to  be  adopted  as  a 
medium  ; one-tenth  less  than  the  bushel  made  from 
$ of  the  Guildhall  gallons;  and  one  fourteenth  less 
than  the  bushel  made  front  8 Irish  gallons,  ot  217.6 
cubic  inches. 

Let  the  bushel  be  divided  into  30  pottles  j each 
pottle  into  10  demi-pints,  each  demi-pint  into  10 
metres,  which  will  be  of  a cubic  inch  each. 

Let  10  bushels  be  a quarter,  and  10  quarters  a 
last  or  double  ton. 

The  measures  for  use  being  foursided,  and  the 
sides  and  bottoms  rectangular,  the  bushel  will  be  a 
foot  cube. 

The  pottle  5 inches  square  and  4 inches  deep ; 
the  demi-pint  2 inches  square,  and  2 1-2  inches 
deep  ; the  metre,  an  inch  cube. 

Weights. — Let  the  weight  of  a cubic  inch  of  rain 
water,  or  the  thousandth  part  of  a cubic  foot,  be 
called  an  ounce ; and  let  the  ounce  be  divided  into 
ten  double  scruples;  the  double  scruple  into  ten 
Carats  ; the  carat  into  ten  minims,  or  demi-grains  ; 
the  minim  into  ten  mites.  Let  ten  ounces  make  a 
pound ; ten  pounds  a stone ; ten  stones  a kental ; 
ten  kentals  a hogshead. 

Coins. — Let  the  money  unit,  or  dollar,  contain 
eleven-twelfths  of  an  ounce  of  pure  silver.  This, 
will  be  376  troy  grains  (or,  more  exactly,  376,02985 
troy  grains)  wliich  will  be  about  a third  of  a grain 
(or,  more  exactly,  .38985  of  a grain)  more  than  the 
present  unit.  This,  with  the  twelfth  alloy,  already 
established,  will  make  the  dollar  or  unit,  of  the 
weight  of  an  ounce,  or  of  a cubic  inch  of  rain-water 
exactly.  Tli£  series  of  mills,  cents,  dimes,  dollars, 
and  eagles  to  remain  as  already  established.  (8.) 

The  second  rod,  or  the  second  pendulum,  expres- 
sed in  the  measures  of  other  countries,  will  give  the 
proportion  between  their  measures  and  those  of  the 
United  States. 

Measures,  weights,  and  coins,  thus  referred  to 
standards  unchangeable  in  their  nature  (as  is  the 
length  of  a rod  vibrating  seconds,  and  the  weight  of 
a definite  mass  of  rain-water)  will  themselves  be 
unchangeable.  The  standards  too  are  such  as  to  be 
accessible  to  all  persons,  in  all  times  and  places. 
The  measures  and  weights  derived  from  them  fall 
in  so  nearly  with  some  of  those  now  in  use,  as  to 
facilitate  their  introduction  ; and,  being  arranged  i» 
a decimal  ratio,  they  are  within  the  calculation  of 
everyone  who  possesses  the  first  elements  of  arith- 
metic, and  of  easy  comparison,  both  for  foreigners 
and  citizens,  with  the  measures,  Weights,  and  coins 
of  other  countries. 

A gradual  introduction  would  lessen  the  inconve- 
niences, which  might  attend  too  sudden  a substitu- 
tion, even  of  an  easier,  for  a more  difficult  system. 
After  a given  term,  for  instance,  it  might  begin  in 
the  custom-houses,  where  the  merchants  would  be- 
come familiarized  to  it.  After  a further  term,  it 
might  be  introduced  into  all  legal  proceedings  : and 
merchants  and  traders  in  foreign  commodities. 


might  be  required  to  use  it  in  their  dealings  with 
one  another.  After  a still  further  term,  all  other 
descriptions  of  people  might  receive  it  into  common 
use.  Too  long  a postponement,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  encrease  the  difficulties  of  its  reception  with 
the  eftcrease  of  our  population. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  Secretary  of  state. 


APFENDIX: 

Containing  illustrations  and  developements  of  sov.e 
passages  of  the  preceding  report. 

(1.)  In  page  21.  In  the  second  pendulum,  with  a 
spherical  bob,  call  the  distance  between  the  centres 
of  suspension,  and  of  the  bob,  2 x 19.575,  or  2d,  and 
the  radius  of  the  bob=r,  then  2d  : r : : r : it  ~2d, 
and  two  fifths  of  this  last  proportional  expresses  the 
displacement  of  the  centre  of  oscillation,  to  wit, 
— 2rr  5x2d=i*r  5d  : two  inches  have  been  proposed 
as  a pi'oper  diameter  for  such  a bob.  In  that  case 
r will  be  *=1  inch,  and  rr-f—  2d  =14-  97  875  inches. 

In  the  cylindrical  second  rod,  call  the  length  of 
the  rod  3x19.575,  or  3d,  and  its  radius=r,  and 
n-4-2x3d=rr-5— 6d  will  impress  the  displacement  of 
the  centre  of  oscillation.  It  is  thought,  the  rod  will 
be  sufficiently  inflexible,  if  it  be  one-fifth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  Then  r will  be  = .l  inch,  and 
rr-f— 6d=  12—11745  inches,  which  is  but  the  120th 
part  of  the  displacement  in  the  case  of  the  pendu- 
lum, with  a spherical  bob  ; and  but  the  689,710th 
part  of  the  whole  length  of  the  rod.  If  the  rod  be 
even  of  half  an  inch  diameter,  the  displacement  will 
be  but  of  an  inch,  or  ^ie  length 

of  the  rod. 

(2.)  Pag’e  21.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  computes  the 
pendulum  for  45  deg.  to  be  36  pouces  8,428  lignes. 
Picard  made  the  English  foot  11  pouces  2.6  lignes, 
and  Dr.  Maskelvne  11  pouces  3.11  lignes.  D’Alem- 
bert states  it  at  11  pouces  3 lignes,  which  has  been 
used  in  these  calculations  as  a middle  term,  and 
gives  us  pouces  36,  lignes  8,428—39,1491  inches. 
This  length  for  the  pendulum  of  45  deg.  had  been 
adopted  in  this  report  before  the  bishop  of  Aiitun’s 
proposition  was  known  here.  He  relies  on  Mairan’s 
ratio  for  the  length  of  the  pendulum  in  the  latitude 
of  Paris,  to  wit,  504 : 257  : : 72  pouces  to  a 4th 
proportional,  which  will  be  pouces  36,71428=^= 
39,1619  inches,  the  length  of  the  pendulum  for  la- 
titude 48  deg.  .50.  The  difference  between  this  and 
the  pendulum  for  45  deg.  is  .0113  of  an  inch  : so  that 
the  pendulum  for  45  deg.  would  be  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  Mairan,  at  39-1619.0113=39.1506  inches, 
almost  precisely  the  same  with  Newton’s  computa- 
tion herein  adopted. 


(3.)  Page  21.  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  computations 
for  the  different  degrees  of  latitude,  from  50  deg.  to 
45  deg.  are  as  follow  : 


Pieds. 

hignes. 

Pieds. 

Lignc? 

30° 

3 - 

7,948 

42® 

3 

- 8,327 

35 

3 - 

8,099 

43 

3 

- 8,361 

40 

3 - 

8,261 

44 

3 

- 8,394 

41 

3 - 

8,294 

45 

3 

- 8,428 

(4.)  Page  23. 

Or,  more 

exactly. 

144  : : 175 

724  : 272.  2. 

(5.)  Page2£.  Or,  more  exactly,  62.5 : 1728  : 
77.7  : 2150.39. 

(6.)  Page  24.  The  merchant’s  weight. 

(7.)  Page  24.  The  English  rood  contains  10890 
square  feet  — 104.355  feet  square. 

(8.)  Above.  The  measures,  weights,  and  coins 
of  the  decimal  system,  estimated  in  those  ol  Eng- 
land. now  used  in  the  United  States. 
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The  Point 

1.  l 

Feeto 

.001 

Line 

.01 

Inch 

.1 

Foot 

1. 

Decad 

1 6. 

Rood 

ICO. 

Furlong 

1000. 

Mile 

zooco. 

'She  rood 

2.  s 

| Rood,  j 
1 1 

3.  M] 
Bushels 

The  metre 

.001 

Demipint 

.0! 

Pottle 

.1 

Bushel 

I. 

Quarter 

10. 

Last 

100. 

The  mite 

Pounds. 

.00001 

Minim  or 

-demigraiii  j 

.0001 

Carat 

.001 

Double  7 

•01. 

scruple  $ 

Cunce 

.1 

'Found 

.1 

Stone 

10. 

Rental 

100. 

Hogshead 

iooo. 

Dollars. 

The  mill 

.001 

Cent 

.01 

Dime  1 

.1 

97.872 


MEASURES  OF  LENGTH. 

Equivalent  in  English  measure . 

.011  inches. 

.117 

I. 174  about  a7th  more  than  the  English  inch 

II. 744736  7 about  a 48th  less  than  the 

.978728  feet  i English  foot. 

9.787  S a')0,lt  a 481,1  ,tss  t,,an  4,16  10  ^eet 
\ rod  of  the  carpenters^ 

C about  a 10th  less  than  the  side  of 
"l  an  English  square  rood. 
n-D  _OQ  C about  a 3d  more  than  the  English 
978.728 1 furtoug. 

/"about  1 6-7  English  mile, nearly  the 
9787.28  •<(  Scotch  and  Irish  mile,  and  1-2 
L the  German  miie. 


Square  feet. 

< about  1-8  less  than  the  English 
9389.085,  | rQod_ 

3.  MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY. 

Cubic  inches. 

1.6202 

ann  C about  1-24  less  than  the  English 
16.202  l half  pint. 

, ro  mo  C about  1-6  more  than  the  English 
162,022  i pottle. 

1620.229596620920160256*)  about  1-4  less 
.937632868414884332 cub.  >-than  the  middle 
feet.  J sized  Eng.  bush. 

9.376,  about  1-5  less  than  the  Eng.  quarter. 
93.763,  about  1-7  more  than  the  English  last 


4.  WEIGHTS. 

Avoirdupois. 


937632868414884352  oz. 


9.376  7 

.586020546093lbs.  $ 


93.763  oz. 
5.3602  lu. 


937.632  oz. 
58.602  lb. 
9376.328  oz. 
586.0205  lb. 


Troy. 

retains,  about 
•041 1-5  less  than 
Lthe  E.  mite. 
C about  1-5 
less  than 
half 
grain  troy, 
f about  1-40 
morethan 
the  carat 
troy. 

f about  1-40 

t morethan 
2 scruples 
troy, 

f ahout 


I ai'ou 
j less 
"j  the 
Lgrain  I 

r 

I 


410.21437- 

j 1-16 

9931511904 

J less 

850461  oz. 

4 than 
1 theoz. 
Lavoir. 
f about 

| 1-4  less 

.712175  lb* 

than 

| lb. 

Ltvovv 

fahout  1-4  less 
| than  the 
7,121<{  English 

! stone  of  81b. 
La  voir, 
f about  2-5 

71  71 7 J ,t,SS  thsm 
71,217  ^ the  E.  ken. 
Liooib.  avoir 

712.175 


5.  COINS. 


fhe  Dollar 


Troy  grains. 
376.02985  pure  siver. 
34.18453  ailoy. 


Eagle  10.  401.T438 


0f 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Bussian  mediation.  The  subject  as  noticed  in 
our  last  (page  5)  requires  us  to  say,  that  the  Boston 
editor  who  was  to  “ prove”  the  act  of  Mr.  JJaschkoJf 
unauthorised,”  gets  over  it  by  saying  that  his  as- 
sertion is  as  good  as  that  of  the  editor  of  the  fntei- 


A passenger  in  the  Sabine  from  France  reports 
the  receipt  of  letters  there  from  England,  stating 
the  ministry  had  rejected  the  proposition  ot  Russia 

A Copenhagen  paper  of  the  6th  July  says,  that 
the  4th  of  July  was  duly  celebrated  on  board  the 
ship  Neptune. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  com.  Bainbridge  at 
Portland , about  twelve  days  ago.  The  company  was 
mixed,  “all  federalists,  all  republicans.”  Among  the 
guests  were  William  Gray,  esq.  Tobias  Lear,  and 

major  Snelling After  dinner,  the  following,  with 

many  other,  American  toasts  were  drank  : 

The  American  people. — Love  to  their  country,  re- 
spect to  its  rights,  and  protection  to  its  flag. 

The  naval  heroes  of  our  revolutionary  -war. — A year 
of  glory  has  passed,  a year  of  triumph  comes. 

The  constitution  of  our  nation  on  the  land,  and 
its  CONSTITUTION  on  the  ocean. 

The  American  nation. — We  do  not,  and  ought  not 
to  assume  attributes  of  omnipotence  ; but  we  can 
and  -will  with  our  united  energies,  have  our  weight 
in*the  scale  of  nations. 

Com.  Wm.  Bainbridge. — Brave,  generous,  and 
humane.  While  the  American  nation  can  Boast  such 
commanders,  her  eagle  will  never  want  a laurel' 
wreath  to  her  crest. 

By  the  hon  Wm.  Gray. — Our  army  and  navy.— 
May  peace  be  the  harvest  of  their  toils. 

By  T.  Lear,  Esq . — The  brilliant  achicvments  of  the 
American  navy.— The  pride  of  its  nation  and  dread 
of  its  foes. 

The  following  is  an  advertisement  copied  from  a 
Philadelphia  paper  of  the  3rd  inst. — 

“ JVew  loan  of  $7,500,000.  The  subscribers  intend 
forwarding  proposals  for  the  rew  loan,  and  will  re- 
ceive the  orders  of  their  friends  and  others,  desirous 
of  being  interested  therein,  until  6 o'clock,  P.  M„ 
on  the  21st  inst.  McEwen,  Bale  & Jjavidso?i.” 

A New-London  paper  says “It  is  said  the 

Torpedo  from  New-York  was  chased  on  Friday  last 
nine  miles  by  several  British  boats,  but  by  frequent 
diving  escaped.  The  prisoners  who  were  landed 
on  Sunday  say,  that  guard  boats  were  kept  constant- 
ly rowing  round  the  ships  during  the  night. 

Employment  of  the  Indians.  We  are  glad  that 
something , of  shame  or  fear,  has  at  length  induced 
the  British  government  in  Canada  to  shew  a disposi- 
tion to  soften  and  restrain  the  barbarities  of  their 
allies.  But  the  horrible  enormities  they  have  pro- 
voked their  miserable  tools  to  commif,  cannot  be 
obliterated.  Faithful  history  shall  record  the  sa- 
vage fact,  that  the  representatives  of  a people  af- 
fecting to  be  civilized,  did  suspend,  in  the  hall  of 
legislation,  near  to  the  mace , a HUMAN  SCALP. 

But  murders  are  still  committed;  and  -Malden  is 
yet  the  market  place  for  scalps. 

Brtttsh  general  orders.  Head  Quarters,  King- 
ston, July  20,  1813.  The  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  has  had  under  his  consideration  the  report  of 
a board  of  officers,  of  which  brig.  gen.  Vincent  was 
president,  assembled  by  his  excellency’s  orders,  at 
the  head  quarters  of  the  centre  division  of  the  army 
of  St.  Davids,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1813,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  claims  of  the  Indian  warriors 
in  regard  to  head  money  for  prisoners  of  war  brought 
in  by  them,  and  to  the  propriety  of  some  provision 
being  made  for  those  who  may  be  disabled  on  ser- 
vice. With  a view  to  soften  and  restrain  the  Indian 
warriors  in  their  conduct  towards  such  Americans 
as  may  be  made  by  them  prisoners  of  war,  his  ex- 
cellency is  pleased  to  approve  of  the  following  ar- 
rangements, submitted  by  that  board,  and  directs 
that  the  same  may  be  acted  upon,  viz . 
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The  proceeding’s  of  a council  with  the  several  In- 
dian warriors,  assembled  at  the  Forty  Mile  Creek, 
on  the  27  ult.  having’  been  presented  to  the  board, 
it  is  of  opinion  that  upon  the  subject  of  head  money 
upon  prisoners  of  war  brought  in  by  Indians,  allow- 
ance should  be  made  to  them  for  each  prisoner 
brought  in  alive  of  live  dollars. 

The  board  is  of  opinion  the  following  rates  of 
pensions  are  sufficient : — 

To  a chief,  for  loss  of  eye,  limb,  or  receiving  a 
wound  equal  to  loss  of  limb — 100  dollars  per  annum, 
in  money  or  presents. 

To  a warrior,  for  loss  of  eye,  limb,  or  receiving  a 
wound  equal  to  loss  of  limb— 70  dollars  per  annum, 
in  money  or  presents. 

To  the  widow  or  family  of  a chief  killed  in  action, 
or  dying  of  his  wounds — a present  of  200  dollars, 
iu  money  or  goods 

To  the  widow  or  family  of  a warrior,  killed  in  ac- 
tion or  dying  of  his  wounds — a present  of  140  dol- 
lars, in  money  or  goods. 

The  board  is  of  opinion  the  Indians  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  prize  money  for  the  capture  of  Detroit 
in  the  following  proportion — 

Chiefs  as  subalterns— warriors,  as  privates. 

The  head  money  for  prisoners  of  war  brought  in 
by  the  Indian  warriors,  is  to  be  immediately  paid  by 
the  commissaries,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  gene- 
ral officer  commanding  the  division  with  which  they 
are  acting  at  the  time. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen. 

CASE  OF  JOSHUA  PENNY. 

Joshua  Penny,  of  Long-Island,  was  seized  in  his 
bed,  by  a party  of  British,  from  the  Ramilies,  car- 
ried on  board  of  that  vessel,  and  put  into  irons.  The 
following  correspondence  explains  the  grounds  on 
which  commodore  Hardy  justifies  the  procedure,  &c. 
He  seems  mightily  afraid  of  torpedoes.  If  the  facts 
he  states  are  true  [we  are  not  informed  whether  th  v 
are  or  not]  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  patriotism 
of  some  folks  on  Long-Tsland , seeing  the  most 
minute  things  are  communicated  to  the  enemy  ? 
[cop-.] 

Sir  Thomas  Hard",  commander  of  H.  B.  M.  squadron 
off  Gardners -island. 

Srn — The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ehst-Hamp- 
ton  have  requested  of  me  a flag,  which  I now  autho- 
rise, for  the  purpose  of. demanding  Joshua  Penny,  a 
natural  born  citizen  of  the  township  of  Southold  on 
this  island,  and  a resident  of  the  town  of  East- 
Hampton. 

He  is  demanded  as  a non-combatant,  being  at- 
tached to  no  vessel  as  a mariner  or  corps  military 
whatever,  but  was  taken  bv  force  by  your  men  from 
his  bed  in  his  own  house  unarmed. 

The  bearer  of  this  flag  is  lieut.  Hedges,  an  officer 
tinker  my  command,  in  government  service.  You 
will  have  the  goodness  to  deliver  Mr.  Penny  to  lieut. 
Hedges  ; as  he  cannot  consistently  be  retained  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  by  any  article  in  the  cartel  agreed 
on,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  agents  of  each  of 
our  governments  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  garrison  of  Sag- 
Harbor,  this  23d  of  August,  1813. 

BENJ.  CASE,  maj. commanding  the  troops 
in  the  U.  S.  service  at  Sag-Harbor. 
[copy.] 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Ramilies,  in 
Gardner's  Bay,  Avgust  23 d,  1813.  > 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  day’s  date,  and  as  I do  not  wish 
to  detain  lieut.  Hedges,  the  bearer  of  your  flag,  1 
will  do  mv.self  the  honor  of  replying  to  your  letter 
to-morrow  by  a flag  of  truce. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble 
servant,  THOMAS  M.  HARDY,  Captain. 

To  major  Case,  commanding  the  troops, 
in  the  United  States  service,  at  Sag- 
Harbor. 

[COPT,] 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Ramilies 
Gardner's  Bay , 24th  Aug.  1813.  5 

Sir — As  it  was  late  yesterday  afternoon  when  I 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  234 
instant,  requesting  the  release  of  Joshua  Penny, 

I did  not  judge  it  proper  to  detain  lieutenant  Hedges 
for  my  reply 

I now  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  I had  received 
certain  information  that  this  man  conducted  a de- 
tachment of  boats,  sent  from  the  United  States  squa- 
dron, under  the  command  of  commodore  Decatur, 
now  lying  in  New-London,  from  that  port  to  Gard- 
nerVisland,  on  the  26tli  July  last,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  surprising  and  capturing  the  captain  of 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  Orpheus  and  myself, 
and  having  failed  in  that  undertaking,  but  making 
prisoners  of  some  officers  and  men,  belonging  to  the 
Orpheus,  lie  went  with  the  remaining  boats  to  Three 
Mile  Harbor.  The  next  account  I had  of  him,  was 
his  being  employed  in  a boat  contrived  for  the  pur- 
pose, under  the  command  of  Thomas  Welling,  pre- 
pared With  a torpedo,  to  destroy  this  ship,  anu  that 
!ie  was  in  her  at  Napeug  Beach,  when  this  ship 
and  the  Orpheus  were  in  Fort  Pond  Bay,  last  week. 
He  has  also  had  a certificate  given  him  on  the  18th 
of  this  month,  by  some  of  the  respectable  inhabitants 
of  East-Hampton,  recommending  him  to  commo- 
dore Decatur,  as  a fit  person  to  be  employed  on  a 
particular  service,  by  him,  and  that  he  has  for  some 
time  been  entered  on  the  books  of  one  of  the  fri- 
gates, at  40  dollars  per  month ; add  to  which,  this 
notorious  character  has  been  recognized  by  some  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship,  as  having  been  on 
board  here  two  or  three  times,  with  clams  and  fruit ; 
of  course,  as  a spy,  to  collect  information  of  our 
movements.  Having  been  made  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  conduct  of  this  man  for  the  last  six  weeks, 
and  the  purpose  for  which  he  has  been  so  actually 
employed  in  hostilities  against  his  Britannic  majesty, 

I cannot  avoid  expressing  my  surprise  that  the 
inhabitants  of  East-Hampton,  should  have  attempted 
to  enforce  on  you  a statement  so  contrary  to  fact. 
I,  therefore,  -cannot  think  of  permitting  such  an 
avowed  enemy  to  be  out  of  my  power,  when  1 know 
so  much  of  him  as  I do.  ile  will,  therefore,  be 
detained  as  a prisoner  of  war,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  commander  in  chief  is  known. 

Robert  Gray,  an  inoffensive  old  man,  who  wa» 
taken  with  Penny,  I have  landed,  as  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  is  one  of  his  accomplices  in  the  trans- 
actions 1 have  alluded  to. 

I think  proper  to  enclose  a copy  of  my  letter  to 
justice  Terry,  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast 
against  permitting  the  torpedo  to  remain  any  where 
near  them.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  HARDY,  Captain 

of  his  B.  M's  ship  Ramilies. 
Maj.  Benj.  Case,  commanding  the  troops 
in  the  U S.  service,  at  S.  g- Harbor. 

[copy.] 

His  Majesty's  ship  Ramilies,  off  JVexv- "> 
London,  Aug.  23,  18113.  5 

Sir — Having  received  positive  information  that  ft 
whale-boat,  the  property  of  Thomas  Welling  and 
others,  prepared  .with  a torpedo,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  destroying  this  ship,  a mode  of  warfare  prac- 
tised by  individuals  from  mercenary  motives  and 
more  novel  than  honorable,  is  kept  in  your  neigh- 
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borhood,  and  as  from  the  very  good  information  It 
obtain  from  various  sources,  there  is  no  doubt  these  I 
persons  will  soon  be  in  my  power,  T beg  you  to  warn 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  along  the  coast  oft 
Long-Island,  that  wherever  I hear  this  boat  or  any 
other  of  her  description  has  been  allowed  to  remain 
after  this  day,  I will  order  evei*y  house  near  the 
shore  to  be  destroyed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  THOMAS  M.  HARDY,  Capt. 

Terry,  esg.  justice  of  the  peace , 

Southold,  Long-Island. 

MILITARY. 

Gathering  on  the  borders.  The  forces  at  Burling- 
ton, Sackett’s  Harbor,  Fort  George,  and  at  Fort 
Meigs,  &c.  were  mentioned  in  our  last.  An  extaor- 
dinary  degree  of  military  movement  is  apparent  in 
every  quarter.  We  have  heard,  during  the  present 
week  of  at  least  .3,000  regulars,  in  detachments,  at 
Schenectady  and  Troy,  X.  Y.  Portland,  Maine, 
"Wilmington,  D.  Elkton,  Md.  See.  proceeding  to  the 
north,  where  the  force  must  be  imposing  in  a few 
days.  Georgia  lias  2,500  men  in  the  Creek  coun- 
try, and  the  people  of  Tennessee  have  their  rifles 
ready  to  co-operate  on  the  other  side.  Detachments 
of  regulars  were  also  marching  from  that  state  and 
from  Kentucky  for  the  N.  W.  army,  which  it  is  pro- 
bable Gov.  Shelby  has  reached  before  this  with  from 
3 to  4,000  volunteers.  Ohio  is  also  organizing  ano- 
ther body  of  2,000  men. 

The  Canadian  papers  say  that  the  103rd  royal  regi- 
ment, is  ordered  to  the  West-Indies  in  punishment 
for  the  frequent  desertions  of  the  men.  The  regi- 
ment lost  42  men,  in  this  way,  at  Plattsburg. 

At  a meeting  of  the  militia  in  Laurens  district  (S. 
C.)  on  Saturday  the  T4th  ult.  for  the  purpose  of 
drafting  the  militia  of  that  state,  never  was  there  a 
greater  specimen  of  patriotism,  since  the  American 
Revolution,  exhibited  than  on  that  occasion  ; Six- 
Parsons  volunteered  their  services  to  defend  their 
court  try,  out  of  one  captain’s  beat,  to  go  to  class 
No.  I. 

■■Extract  of  a letter  from  Fori  George  dated , August  29. 

u The  attack  of  the  23d  inst.  was  made  by  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  force  ; with  the  intention,  no 
doubt,  should  he  fail  in  an  attempt  upon  our 
entrenchments,  to  draw  us  into  the  woods.  General 
’Williams,  with  a part  of  his  brigade  advanced  some 
distance  into  the  plain  ; but  it  was  considered  inex- 
pedient to  allow  him  to  pursue  into  the  woods. 

“The  fleet  is  hourly  expected,  with  gen.  Wilkin- 
son. on  board.  The  enemy’s  fleet  lias  for  some  days 
been  hovering  off  this  coast.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  North-wes- 
tern army,  dated  at  head-quarters , Seneca  town,  -Au- 
gust 29th,  1813. 

<£  We  shall  embark  before  the  15th  of  September, 
w ith  upwards  of  5000  troops,  regulars  and  militia.” 
NAVAL. 

A cartel  has  arrived  at  Providence  from  Barba- 
does,  with  205  American  prisoners.  Among'  them 
are  45  seamen  who  had  been  impressed  and  dis- 
charged— twelve  of  them  were  in  slavery  five  years. 
They  refused  to  do  duty,  and  after  being  lashed  and 
plashed  for  their  obstinacy  until  the  enemy  was  tired 
of  his  own  barbarism,  they  were  thrown  into  prison. 
u Magnanimous  English  !”  By  some  of  these,  a gen- 
tleman of  Providence  has  heard  of  his  brother,  long 
since  given  up  as  being  in  the  world  of  spirits,  who 
was  impressed  eighteen  years  ago,  and  is  jet  re- 
tained ! 

The  Liverpool  Packet , capt.  Nichols,  from  Lisbon 
for  this  port  (says  the  Boston  Gazette  of  Sept.  2,) 
captured  some  {ime  since  by  the  Salem  privateer 


Castigator,  and  carried  into  that  port,  was  yester- 
day, by  the  decision  of  j udge  Davis,  restored,  vessel 
and  cargo  to  the  owner,  with  costs  and  damages — 
We  understand  the  captors  appealed. 

Extract  of  a let  ter  from  an  officer  in  command  on  lake 

Ontario,  to  his  friend  in  this  city,  dated.  Sachet?  s 

Iiarbor,  August  27,  1813. 

“ One  of  ihe  pilots  and  some  of  the  men  from  Mr. 
Trant’s  vessel  who  was  taken  in  our  late  rencontre 
with  sir  James  Yeo,  have  arrived  here;  thev  made 
their  escape  from  Kingston  and  brought  off  their 
guard  with  them.  The  pilot  states  that  our  fire  in 
that  instance  proved  very  destructive  and  that  the 
Wolf  (sir  James*  flagship)  was  very  much  cut  to 
pieces.  They  could  not  ascertain  the  loss  of  men, 
because  the  prisoners  were  hurried  below  as  soon  as 
they  came  on  board,  and  were  not  permitted  to  come 
on  deck  until  all  was  clear  the  morning  after  the  ac- 
tion. He  saj's  the  British  officers  speak  highly  of 
our  conduct  on  that  occasion,  and  of  the  desperate 
valor  of  Trant  and  Deacon,  although  in  their  official 
account  they  have  thought  proper  to  give  a different 
construction.  He  says  tiiat  Mr.  Trant  did  not  sur- 
render until  within  half  pistol  shot.  The  enemy 
then  told  him  to  strike  or  they  would  sink  him.  JLs 
answer  was,  “ fire  away,  I am  loading  my  two  long 
Toms,”  which  he  did,  and  in  that  situation  fired  his 
guns  double  charged,  with  great  effect.  Lieutenant 
Deacon,  with  a perseverance  not  to  be  surpassed, 
tacked  and  run  down  their  line,  and  would  have  es- 
caped, had  not  the  rear  vessel  unfortunately  cut  a- 
way  his  halyards  and  rigging  in  such  a way  as  to 
leave  him  a mere  unmanageable  wreck.  Eckford  (the 
master  builder)  has  built  and  launched  a new  schoo- 
ner in  21  days.  She  is  now  ready  to  proceed  with 
us  on  our  cruise,  and  I trust  in  God,  before  we  re- 
turn, we  shall  have  better  luck  than  we  have  had. 
Sir  James  must  look  to  it.  The  winds  will  not  al- 
ways favor  him.” 

r£j’  Commodore  Chauncey  did  not  sail  on  the  26th 
ult.  but  an  the  28th.  We  have  a letter  from  Sack- 
etts  Harbor  of  the  latter  date,  which  says,  “ the 
fleet  is  now  getting  under  way.”  Nat.  hit. 

Commodohe  Rougexis.-—  Falmouth,  f E. j)  June  23. 
Arrived  this  morning,  the  Luke  of  Montrose  Packet , 
Bluett.  She  sailed' from  here  on  the  18th  ultimo 
with  mails  for  Halifax,  and  was  captured  on  the 
12th  inst.  in  lat.  47,  40,  N.  long.  W.  31,  30,  by  the 
United  States  frigntePresident,  commodore  Rodgers , 
which  had  also  captured  the  ships  Kitty,  captain 
Love,  and  Maria,  captain  Ball,  from  Newfoundland, 
bound  to  the  Mediterranean  ; the  former  an  the  9th 
inst.  the  latter  on  the  same  day  as  the  Packet. — 
Commodore  K.  having  assembled  the  officers  of  the 
Packet  and  masters  of  the  above  vessels  agreed  to 
send  the  Luke  of  Montrose  to  England  as  a cartel, 
to  which  captain  Bluett  and  others  signed  an  in- 
strument. 

London,  July  10. — We  have  news  from  commo- 
dore Rodgers,  and  we  hope  that  the  President  will 
share  the  fate  of  the  Chesapeake.  Commodore  Rod- 
gers was  upon  the  coast  of  Norway.  He  took  in  wa- 
ter at  Bergen,  and  left  that  place  with  the  intention 
to  capture  some  vessels  from  Greenland.  We  are 
told  an  English  ship  of  the  line  and  a frigate  are 
upon  that  station. 

July  13. — Two  frigates  passed  Yarmouth  yester- 
day, it  was  supposed  in  pursuit  of  the  American 
commodore  Rodgers. 

The  Essex  frigate. — A letter  from  Mr.  G.  Miller, 
American  vice-consul  at  Biienos  Ayres,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  Essex,  which  is  the  last 
certain  intelligence  we  have  of  her,  though  since  its 
date  she  may  iiave  arrived  in  the  Rio  del  Plate , as 
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has  been  reported — it  is  dated  May  8 : — “ The 
United  States  frigate  Essex,  arrived  at  Valparisa, 
on  the  6th  of  March.  The  Essex,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  place  our  trade  in  that  quarter  on  a more  re- 
spectable footing  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  Captain 
Porter,  it  is  said,  seized  a Lima  privateer  and  threw 
her  guns  overboard,  and  left  her  men  and  provisions 
to  carry  her  to  Lima,  with  a letter  to  the  vice  king, 
demanding  the  immediate  restoration  of  all  the  ships 
that  had  been  taken  by  the  privateer  under  his  or- 
ders, or  that  he  would  proceed  to  hostilities.  Both 
English  and  Americans' are  pleased  at  this  attempt 
to  adjust  a villainous  system  of  piracy.  Seven  Ame- 
rican vessels  have  been  seized  in  Port  Conception  by 
the  Lima  privateer,  and  an  American  ship  from  this 
place,  called  the  Boriskah,  of  Baltimore,  has  been 
carried  into  Lima  and  condemned. 

Valparisa  is  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  From  another 
source  we  learn  that  captain  Porter  had  fitted  out 
the  brig  Colt  of  New- York,  and  that  she  was  cruising 
with  him 

A letter  from  Ttio  Janeiro  of  the  27th  June,  informs 
that  the  frigate  Phoebe,  carrying  46  guns,  the  Che- 
rub, 28,  and  the  Racoon  26,  were  about  to  proceed 
on  a voyage  round  Cape  Horn  in  search  of  the  Essex 
— and  that  they  also  designed  to  proceed  to  the 
Columbia  river,  and  take  possession  of  the  settle- 
ment there. 

The  squadron  blockading  New- London  are  said  to 
be  fully  supplied  with  all  sorts  of  live  stock. 

A cartel  schooner,  despatched  by  our  minister  at 
the  Brazilian  court,  with  56  American  prisoners, 
has  arrived  at  New-York  from  Rio  Janeiro. 

Ransoming  vesssls — The  British,  dear  lovers  of 
commerce,  are  carrying  on  quite  a brisk  trade 
among  the  eastern  coasters.  Off  Cape  Ann,  on  the 
38th  ult.  they  captured  three  coasters  and  six  fish 
ing  boats,  and  sent  the  masters  on  shore  for  money 
to  ransom  them  at  200  dollars — so  they  go  on.  It 
has  been  fashionable  for  our  privateers-men  to  des- 
pise— as  too  mean  and  pitiful,  the  West-India  dro- 
gers,  unless  laden  with  good  cargoes ; but  the 
“ magnanimous”  example  of  the  enemy  may  open  a 
market  for  them  hereafter ; or  British  like,  lead  them 
to  destroy  “ every  tiling  that  swims.” 

Business  on  a large  scale  ! — A fishing  boat  was 
captured  by  the  Nymph  frigate  off  the  Eastern 
coast;  the  master  detained  as  an  hostage  for  the 
payment  of  fifty  dollars,  the  sum  required  as  the 
ransom  of  the  vessel.  This  is  the  meanest  of  all  the 
mean  and  pitiful  things  we  have  yet  heard  of. 
E.  P.  Epswoiith,  is  the  name  of  the  captain  of  the 
Nymph. 

Tiie  United  States  brig  Argus,  with  Mr.  Craw- 
ford our  minister  to  France,  has  arrived  :)t  L’Orient. 
This  intelligence  is  brought  by  the  very  valuable 
schooner  Sabine  of  Baltimore,  arrived  at  Glouces- 
ter, (Ms.)  from  Nantz. 

A gentleman  who  has  been  on  board  the  Nymph 
frigate  says  she  carries  54  guns,  and  is  fitted  out  in 
the  best  possible  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  Constitution,  as  soon  as  she  leaves  the  port. 

Razees. — As  several  razees  are  fitting  out  in  Eng- 
land for  the  purpose  of  having  something  not  called  a 
ship  of  the  line,  that  may  beat  our  frigates,  the  fol- 
lowing view  of  their  comparative  force  may  be  in- 
teresting, as  complimentary  to  the  skill  of  our  sea- 
men : 

The  Majestic  (razee)  mentioned  in  our  last,  car- 
ries— 

28  long  32  pounders  - - lbs.  896 

28  42  lb.  carronades  - 1232 

2 brass  12  pounders  - 24 

Whole  weight  of  metal 


29 


The  President,  Constitution  and  United  States 
frigates  carry  :• — 

30  long  24  pounders  (which,  however,  real- 
ly discharge  only  221b.  shot)  but  we  count 
them  as  24’s 720 

24  32  lb.  carronades  which  carry  balls 
weighing  only  291b.  7 oz.  though  estimated 
as  32’s 768 

Weight  of  metal  ...  1488 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  razee  lbs.  664 
Or  nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  force  of  our  frigates. 

In  testimony  of  further  respect  to  the  memory  of 
Lawrence,  the  sloop  of  war  building  at  New-York  is 
to  be  called  the  “ Peacock.” 

SHANNON  AND  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  following  letter,  or  challenge,  from  captain 
Broke  to  captain  Lawrence,  has  been  published 
in  the  Port  Folio.  The  official  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Chesapeake , is  re-translated  from  a Paris 
paper  of  July  20. 

Letter  from  capt.  Tiroke  to  capt.  Lawrence. 

His  Britannic  Majesty’s  ship  Shannon, 

cm  Boston,  June,  1813. 

Sir — As  the  Chesapeake  appears  now  ready  for 
sea,  I request  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  meet  the 
Shannon  with  her,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortune  of 
our  respective  fiags.  To  an  officer  of  your  charac- 
ter it  requires  some  apology  for  proceeding  to  fur- 
ther particulars.  Be  assured,  sir,  that,  it  is  not 
from  any  doubt  I can  entertain  of  your  wishing  to 
close  with  my  proposal,  but  merely  to  provide  an 
answer  to  any  objection  which  might  be  made,  and 
very  reasonably,  upon  the  chance  of  our  receiving; 
unfair  support. 

After  the  diligent  attention  to  which  we  had  paid 
to  commodore  Rodgers  ; the  pains  I took  to  detach 
all  force  but  the  Shannon  and  Tenedos  to  such  a dis- 
tance that  they  could  not  possibly  join  in  any  action 
fought  in  sight  of  the  capes  ; and  the  various  verbal 
messages  which  had  been  sent  into  Boston  to  that 
effect ; we  were  much  disappointed  to  find  the  com- 
modore had  eluded  us  by  sailing  on  the  first  change, 
after  the  prevailing  easterly  winds  had  obliged  us  to 
keep  an  offing  from  the  coast.  He  perhaps  wished 
for  some  stronger  assurance  of  a fair  meeting.  I am 
therefore  induced  to  address  you  more  particularly, 
and  to  assure  you  that  what  I write  I pledge  my 
honor  to  perform  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

The  Shannon  mounts  twenty-four  guns  upon  her 
broadside,  and  one  light  boat  gun  ; eighteen  poun- 
ders on  her  main  deck  and  thirty  two  pound  carmn- 
ades  on  her  quarter  deck  and  forecastle  ; and  is  man- 
ned with  a complement  of  300  men  and  boys  (a  large 
proportion  of  the  latter)  besides  thirty  seamen,  boys 
and  passengers,  who  were  taken  out  of  recaptured 
vessels  lately.  I am  thus  minute,  because  a report 
has  prevailed  in  some  of  the  Boston  papers  that  we 
had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  additional,  lent  us 
from  tiie  La  Hogue,  which  really  never  was  the  case  . 
La  Hogue  is  now  gone  to  Halifax  for  provisions,  and 
I will  send  all  other  ships  beyond  the  ]j>ower  of  in- 
terfering with  us,  and  meet  you  wherever  it  is  most 
agreeable  to  you,  within  the  limits  of  the  under- 
mentioned rendezvous,  viz. 

From  six  to  ten  leagues  east  of  Cape  Cod  light 
house,  from  eight  to  ten  leagues  east  of  Cape  Annh; 
light,  on  Cashe’s  ledge  in  lat.  43  nor.  at  any  bearing 
and  distance  you  please  to  fix  off  the  south  breaker.; 
of  Nantucket,  or  the  shoal  on  St.  George’s  bank. 

If  you  will  favor  me  with  any  plan  of  signals  or 
telegraph,  I will  warn  you  (if  sailing  under  this  pro- 
mise) should  any  of  my  friends  be  too  nigh  or  any 
where  in  sight,  until  I can  detach  them  out  of  my' 
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way  ; or,  J would  sail  with  you  under  a flag-  of  truce 
to  any  pl  ace  you  think  safest  from  our  cruis  . rs,  haul 
ing  it  down  when  fair  to  begin  hostilities. 

You  must,  sir,  be  aware  that  my  proposals  are 
highly  advantageous  to  you,  as  you  cannot  proceed 
to  sea  singly  in  the  Chesapeake  without  imminent 
risk  of  being  crushed  by  the  superior  force  of  the 
numerous  British  squadrons  which  are  now  abroad, 
where  all  your  efforts,  in  case  of  a rencontre,  would, 
however  gallant,  be  perfectly  hopeless.  I entreat 
you,  sir,  not  to  imagine  that  I am  urged  by  mere 
personal  vanity  to  the  wish  of  meeting  the  Chesa- 
peake ; or  that  I depend  only  upon  your  personal 
ambition  for-your  acceding  to  this  im  ration: — we 
have  both  nobler  motives.  You  will  feel  it  as  a 
compliment  if  I say,  that  the  result  of  our  meeting 
may  be  the  most  grateful  service  I can  render  to  my 
country  ; and  I doubt  not  that  you,  equally  confident 
of  success,  will  feel  convinced,  that  it  is  only  the 
repeated  triumphs  in  even  combats , that  your  little 
navy  can  now  hope  to  console  your  country  for  the 
loss  of  that  trade  it  can  no  longer  protect.  Favor  me 
with  a speedy  reply.  We  are  short  of  provisions  and 
water  and  cannot  stay  long  here. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble 
servt.  (Signed)  P.  B.  V.  BROKE, 

Captain  of  H.  B.  J\f.  ship  Shannon. 

N.  B.  For  the  general  service  of  watching  your 
coast,  it  is  requisite  for  me  to  keep  another  ship  in 
company,  to  support  me  with  her  guns  and  boats 
when  employed  near  the  land,  and  particularly  to 
aid  each  other  if  either  ship  in  chace  should  get  on 
shore.  You  must  be  aware  that  I cannot,  consistently 
with  my  duty,  wave  so  great  an  advantage  for  this 
general  service,  by  detaching  my  consort,  without  an 
assurance  on  your  part  of  meeting  rne  directly  ; and 
that  you  will  neither  seek  nor  admit  aid  from  any 
other  of -your  armed  vessels,  if  /detach  mine  express- 
ly for  the  sake  of  meeting  you.  Should  any  special 
order  restrain  you  from  thus  answering  a formal 
challenge,  you  may  j et  oblige  me  by  keeping  my 
proposal  a^ecret,  and  appointing  any  place  you  like 
to  meet  us  (within  three  hundred  miles  of  Boston) 
in  a given  number  of  days  after  you  sail ; as  unless 
you  agree  to  an  interview,  I may  be  busied  on  other 
service,  and  perhaps  be  at  a distance  from  Boston 
when  you  go  to  sea.  Choose  your  terms — but  let  us 
meet. 

Tj  the  commander  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Chesapeake.  $ 

Endorsement  on  the  envelope. 

We  have  thirteen  American  prisoners  on  board, 
which  I will  give  yon  for  as  many  British  sailors,  if 
yon  will  send  them  out,  otherwise,  being  privateers- 
men, they  must  be  detained. 

British  official  account  - f the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake 

London,  July  12- 

Despatch  of  capt.  Broke,  commanding'  the  frigate 
Shannon. 

Halifax , QthJuhe,  1813. — L have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  being  on  the  first  of  this  month  near 
the  light  house  of  Boston,  I had  the  pleasure  to  see 
that  the  United  States’  frigate  Chesapeake , which 
we  had  been  watching  for  a longtime,  was  coming 
out  from  port  to  give  battle  to  the  Shannon.  I plac- 
ed myself  between  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod,  and 
made  sail  afterwards  to  facilitate  her  coming  up  with 
us.  Tfie  enemy  bore  down  upon  us  in  a brilliant 
style,  having  three  American  flags  flying;  and  in 
nearing  us  lowered  Ins  royals.  I kept  the  Shannon 
close  to  the  wind,  hoping  that  the  wind  might  lull. 
At  half  past  five  the  enemy  hugged  the  wind,  and 
came  within  hail  of  our  starboard  side.  The  action 
then  commenced,  the  two  ships  steering  under  then 
topsads.  After  having  exchanged  two  or  three 


broadsides,  the  enemy  fell  on  board  of  us  ; her  mi- 
zen  blocks  entangled  in  our  fore  rigging.  I went  ors 
the  forecastle  io  ascertain  her  situation  ; and  seeing 
that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  guns,  I gave  or- 
ders io  get  ready  for  boarding.  Our  brave  fellows 
I chosen  to  execute  this  order,  with  their  officers, 
precipitated  themselves  on  the  deck  of  the  enemy  ; 
driving  every  thing  before  them  with  irresistible 
courage.  The  enemy  fought  desperately  but  in  dis- 
order. 

The  fire  continued  on  the  spar  deck,  and  in  the 
tops  ; but  in  the  space  of  two  minutes  the  enemy 
were  driven  sword  in  hand,  from  ail  their  stations. 
The  enemy’s  flag  was  struck. 

I have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  brave  men  of 
my  crew  who  died  gloriously. 

My  brave  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Watts,  was  killed 
at  the  moment  he  was  hoisting  the  English  flag.  My 
Quarter-master  Mr.  Aldhan,  who  had  volunteered 
to  lead  a detachment,  was  killed  on  the  spar  deck  • 
and  my  old  and  faithful  clerk,  Mr.  Duron,  was  killed 
by  his  side. 

Having  myself  received  a sabre  wound  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  action,  when  charging  a part  of  the 
enemy  collected  on  the  forecastle,  I could  do  no 
more  than  give  orders  until  I was  assured  that  vic- 
tory was  complete,  I then  directed  my  second  lieu- 
tenant, Mr.  Wallace,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
Shannon  and  secure  tne  prisoners. 

The  enemy  had  about  70  killed  and  100  wounded. 

Our  loss  amounts  to  24  killed,  including  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines. 

[The  Chesapeake  had  48  killed  and  98  wounded 
— the  Shannon  26  killed  and  58  wounded.  Reg  ] 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW-LONDON. 

From  a certain  capt.  John  Fowler  who  was  ors 
board  tiie  Ramifies,  we  learn  that  Joshua  Penny, 
mentioned  above,  was  brought  on  board  that  ship 
“ with  his  shirt  torn  from  his  back” — he  was  put  in 
irons  and  confined  in  a dark  place,  with  a small 
allowance  of  bread  and  water  only.'  When  persons 
with  supplies  came  on  board,  which  was  very  fre- 
quent, Mr.  F.  and  other  enemies  were  put  below,  le^t 
they  might  recognize  tlie  persons  engaged  in  the 
“ trade” 

Commodore  Oliver , now  commanding  the  squa- 
dron, having  refused  the  request  of  Decatur  to  pe- 
mit  the  passage  of  the  Henry  to  Aew-York  with  the 
bodies  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  they  have  been 
removed  from  Salem , to  the  navy -yard  at  Charles- 
town, to  be  brought  on  by  land*  and  are  now  on 
their  way  in  covered  carriages.  “ It  is  impossible 
(says  the  Boston  Cenunel J that  the  warriors  of  Bri- 
tain can  be  otherwise  than  magnanimous  and  hu- 
mane !” 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy  fleet,  30  sail,  anchored  in  Lyn haven 
bay,  Sept.  1.  The  whole  force  is  reported  to  be.  five 
74’s,  11  frigates,  2 transports,  9 brigs  and  10  schoo- 
ners, in  all  36  sail. 

A brisk  black  trade  is  pursued  by  some  of  the  ene- 
my vessels  in  the  bay.  They  have  inveigled  away 
many  negroes,  which  they  will  smuggle  into  the 
West- Indies  and  dispose  of  at  enoimous  profits,  as  it 
becomes  the  humane  supporters  of  “the  shield  of 
afflicted  humanity.”  But  on  Sunday  the  29th  ult.  it 
is  stated  that  certain  of  the  Princess  dun  (Va.)  mi- 
litia, having  blackened  the  faces  of  two  of  their 
companions  sent  them  to  the  beach,  while  they  (1?' 
in  number)  concealed  themselves  behind  the  sand 
hills.  The  supposed  blacks  waved  tiieir  handker- 
chiefs, and  a boat  with  six  men  immediately  put  ofi 
from  the  Piantaganet,  followed  by  two  others  full 
of  men.  “Just  as  the  men  from  the  first  boat  (sajs 
the  Norfolk  Herald)  were  preparing  to  land,  one  of 
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those  disguised  in  walking  a few  steps  shewed  his 
bare  ancles  which  he  omitted  to  blacken,  when  the 

enemy  exclaimed — “ White  men  in  disguise  by ! 

Let  us  fmtsh  off,”  which  they  did,  and  at  the  same  mo 
inent  the  militia  ran  out  and  fired  upon  them  until 
they  were  out  of  gun-shot ; they  killed  two  out  of 
the  six.  Had  real  negroes  been  made  use  of  the 
deception  would  have  been  complete  and  effectual. 


American  Prizes.  ' 

WEEKLY  LTST — CONTINUED  FHOM  PAGE  16. 

“The  winds  and  seas  3re  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register . 

In  estimating  the  actual  bounty  allowed  to  the  De- 
catur privateer  (see  page  16)  we  omitted  the  pre- 
mium for  the  prisoners  brought  in,  which  is  25$ 
each.  Of  these — in  her  two  prizes,  there  were  about 
70  persons,  equal  to  $1750 — making  the  whole  boun- 
ty amount  to  $14,641. 

The  Saucy  Jack  has  arrived  at  St.  Mary’s  from 
her  third  cruise.  Besides  those  noticed  below,  she 
captured  the  schooner  Two  Sisters,  laden  with  flour 
and  fish,  ship  Eliza  of  10  guns,  with  flour,  beef, 
&c.  On  the  17th  inst.  fell  in  with  the  ship  Louisa 
and  brig  Three  Brothers  of  10  guns  each,  and  cap- 
tured them  both,  without  loss,  see  below.  The  S. 
Jack  also  took  and  gave  up  some  small  vessels — she 
was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  sloop  of  war 
Persian , wrecked  on  the  Silver  Keys,  June  29,  in 
chasing  the  S.  J. 

529.  Schooner  Flying  Fish,  taken  by  the  Saucy 
Jack  and  released  after  dispossessing  her  of  goods 
to  the  value  of  $1000. 

530.  Sloop  Catlverine,  laden  with  salt,  taken  by 
the  Saucjr  Jack,  and  sent  into  Cape  Henry,  Hayti. 

531.  Schooner  Kate,  with  salt  fish,  sent  into  ditto 
by  ditto. 

532.  Ship  Louisa,  10  guns,  laden  with  coffee, 
taken  bv  the  Saucy  Jack  and  burnt  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  hands  of  a British  man  of  war  in 
chase. 

533.  Brig  Three  Brothers,  10  guns,  laden  with 
with  2,646  bags  and  40  tierces  of  coffee,  sent  into 
St.  Mary’s  by  the  Saucy  Jack.  (£/The  bounty  on 
the  cargo  with  that  for  the  prisoners  brought  in, 
will  amount  to  more  than  $20,000. 

Among  the  curious  incidents  that  belong  to  priva* 
teering,  we  notice  the  fitting  out  of  a three  masted 
vessel,  at  Salem , called  “Timothy  Picturing,”  ap- 
parently for  the  chief  purpose  of  seizing  licensed 
vessels  and  other  smugglers. 

534.  Brig  Earl  of  Moira,  from  Liverpool  for  St. 
Andrews  in  ballast,  sent  into  Machias  by  the  Indus- 
try of  Marblehead. 

535.  Schooner laden  with  a few  hhds.  of 

rum,  sent  into  Eastport,  by  the  privateer  boat  Ter- 
rible. 

536.  537.  Two  enemy  vessels,  trading  between  the 
United  States  and  the  ports  of  Nova  Scotia,  sent  in- 
to Machias  by  the  privateer  boats  Holkarand  Swift- 
sure,  worth  5,000$.  The'“well  inclined”  captains 
made  their  escape,  fearing  the  reward. 

538.  Schqoner  Louisa,  of  202  tons,  1 gym  and  26 
men,  from  St.  Vincents,  for  St.  Johns,  a first  rate 
vessel,  Baltimore  built,  sent,  into  Newport,  by  the 
letter  of  marque  schooner  Expedition  of  Baltimore, 
being*  on  board  100  hhds.  rum  and  30  bbls.  sugar. 
(C/*  The  bounty  on  this  vessel  and  her  crew  is  more 
than  4,000$. 

539.  Privateer  King  of  Rome,  captured  and  des- 
troyed by  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus,  on  her  passage  for 
France. 

540.  A ship  laden  with  fish,  sent  into  Bordeaux, 


by  the  United  States  frigate  President,  commodore 
Rodgers. 

541.  A schooner,  sent  into  Bayonne  by  the  same 

542,  543,  544.  Three  vessels  sent  into  France,  by 
the  True  Blooded  Yankee. 

545,  546.  Two  vessels  carried  into  France  by  the- 
I,eo,  letter  of  marque. 

547.  A homeward  bound  Indiaman  captured  by  the 
Leo,,  worth  ^500,000 — the  Indiaman  was  retaken  by 
a sloop  of  war,  but  the  bullion  she  had  on  board, 
worth  $60,000,  was  carried  into  France  by  the  Leo.. 

548.  Brig, captured  by  the  Brutus  letter  of  marque, 
on  her  passage  to  France  and  ransomed  for  $5,000. 
The  Brutus  also  captured  another  vessel  yet  to  hear 
of. 

549.  Schooner , captured  by  the  General 

Armstrong  on  her  passage  to  France  and  burnt. 


Paupers. 

In  page  114,  of  the  fourth  volume,  we  inserted  a 
table,  compiled  from  acknowledged  authorities,  to 
shew  the  slate  of  pauperism  in  England.  By  the 
facts  then  brought  forward,  it  certainly  appeared 
that  one  eighth  of  the  whole  population  of  England 
and  Wales  were  regular  paupers,  in  the  year  1805 ; 
and  reasons  were  given  for  the  supposition  that  one 
fifth  of  the  people  was,  in  reality , sustained  by  ex- 
actions on  the  remainder. 

To  form  something  like  an  estimate  of  the  number 
of  paupers  in  the  U.  States,  communications  were 
requested ; but  as  yet  only  one  regular  detail  lu,s 
come  to  hand.  We  are  indebted  for  it  to  Joseph  En- 
gle,. esq.  of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania;  it  is  an 
abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  poor, 
of  that  county,  filed  in  his  office,  as  follows — 

“1812 — 1st  Mo.  1.  In  the  house  this  day  - 92 

Admitted  since  - - - - - 86 

Bom  in  the  house  this  year  - - 6 

Namely,  132  whites  and  52  colored  peo- 
ple— total 184 

Of  which  departed  this  life  - - - 22 

Bound  apprentice  23 

Removed  - - - - - -10 

Discharged  - - - - 52 

Eloped  - - - - -10 

117 

“1813 — 1st  Mo.  1.  Remaining  in  the  house 

this  day  -----  67 

Average  number  of  persons  constant- 
ly maintained  in  the  house  this 

year 72 

And  the  cost  of  boarding  each  per 
week,  including  ail  provisions  used 
in  the  house,  is  ...  60  ch 

And  clothing  each  - - $3p.  ann. 

The  whole  population  of  Delaware  county,  by  the 
census  of  1810,  was  14,734  persons.  Supposing  the 
population  to  Have  remained  stationary,  though  it 
lias  increased  since  then,  it  appears,  that  one  person 
in  every  two  hundred  and  five  were  paupers,  the  ge- 
neral average  being  72.  Comparing  it  with  the  Eng- 
lish counties  that  have  the  smallest  number  of  poor, 
the  proportion  of  Delaware  county  should  be  1029 — 
if  compared  with  those  counties  that  have  the  great- 
est number,  the  ratio  would  stand  at  3387 — if  with 
the  average  of  all  the  counties  of  England  and  l Vales, 
■1911.  This  is  a comparison  of  regular  paupers  with 
regular  paupers.  Besides  the  poor  houses,  there  are 
many  as)  hums  and  hospitals  for  the  poor,  in 'England, 
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whose  tenants,  sustained  by  private  institutions,  do 
not  appear  in  the  fearful  aggregate  officially  report- 
ed ; and  besides  all  these,  the  streets  and  roads  are 
swarmed  with  beggars.  In  Delaware  county  there 
is  no  other  asylum  than  the  poor  house,  and  mendi- 
city is  not  permitted.  There  is  not,  we  venture  to 
say,  one  regular  beggar,  (i.  e.  a person  that  subsists 
by  promiscuous  charity)  in  the  whole  country;  and 
the  poor  house  contains  only  the  “halt,  the  lame  and 
the  blind,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,”  with  a large  pro- 
portion of  children,  as  is  evident  from  the  state* 
ment. 

It  is  by  comparisons  like  these,  that  the  American 
Is  taught  to  estimate  the  blessings  lie  enjoys  ; and 
we  could  not  let  slip  so  good  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
cite a spirit  of  patriotism,  in  al  t that  will  receive  the 
truth. 

I am  of  opinion  that  Delaware  is  surcharged  with 
paupers — for  in  the  adjoining  county,  New  Castle, 
in  the  state  of  Delaware,  which  has  a population  of 
24,429  souls,  I think  the  average  maintained  does 
not  exceed  ninety.  The  poor  house  establishment 
of  this  county  is  among  the  noblest  institutions  of 
the  kind  in  the  world  ; where  first  and  second  child- 
hood receives  the  paternal  cave  of  a liberal  adminis- 
tration. Such  also,  indeed,  are  all  the  institutions  of 
enlightened  Pennsylvania. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

We  have  cheering  intelligence  from  Souik  Ame- 
rica. The  particulars  are  not  stated,  but  the  fol- 
lowing are  given  as  facts — Montevideo  was  closely 
besieged  by  the  patriot  army  May  20 — the  cause  of 
liberty  is  well  sustained  in  the  provinces  of  Buenos 
Ayres — the  patriotism  of  Chili  is  alert  and  active — 
Bern  is  decidedly  opposed  to  royalty.  In  the  pro- 
vinces of  Caracas,  the  dame  of  liberty  burns  with 
renewed  vigor  ; the  greater  part  of  the  country  ap- 
pears to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  whigs — the  capital 
city  and  port  of  Laguira,  we  learn,  have  fallen  be- 
fore them. 

There  was  a dreadful  gale  wind  on  the  southern 
coast  on  the  27th  of  August,  ult.  It  was  felt  with 
great  violence  at  Charleston  ; damaging,  staving  to 

pieces,  or  driving  “ high  and  dry”  many  vessels 

Carrying  away  bridges,  and  destroying  property  to 
an  extraordinary  amount.  Many  persons  were  drown- 
ed in  the  vessels  lost.  But  the  West  Indies  in  the 
latter  end  of  July,  say  from  the  23d  to  the  26,  felt 

the  hurricane  ! At  New  Providence,  upwards  of 

100  vessels,  among  them  all  the  privateers,  with 
136  houses,  were  destroyed.  At  Barbadoes , many 
very  valuable  ships  were  dashed  to  pieces,  among 
them  some  government  vessels.  It  was  believed 
that  certain  ships  of  war  and  a transport  full  of 
troops  was  lost  at  Marti  nico — 21  sail  of  vessels 
and  50  lives  were  lost  at  St.  Pierre’s  alone.  At  Gua- 
daloupe  the  damage  was  terrible — 15  sail  were  lost 
at  St.  Kitts.  Dominica  is  said  hardly  to  have  a house 
standing;  and  many  other  islands  suffered  beyond 
calculation.  The  hurricane  appears  to  have  been 
exceedingly  extensive  and  unusually  violent. 

It  is  stated  that  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  7000 
mule  loads  of  the  products  of  Mexico,  have  lately 
arrived  at  Havanna. 

By  a late  arrival  from  France  we  learn  that  the 
armistice  had  been  prolonged  30  days— the  French 
emperor  was  then  at  Dresden,  and  the  empress  was 
about  to  leave  Paris  to  join  him  at  Mayence — these 
things  have  a pacific  aspect,  A letter  from  Nantz 
of  the  23th  July,  says,  the  English  have  sent  a min- 
ister to  the  congress— and  that  the  general  opinion 
there  is  in  favor  of  a continental  peace.  But  immense 
reinforcements  are  marching  for  the  French  army,  , 


The  French  papers  [are  fill  d with  recounts  of  the 
marches  of  troops  for  the  grand  army.  Hamburgh 
is  strengthened  by  very  extensive  works ; many 
thousand  persons  are  employed  on  the  fortifications. 
The  English  have  taken  Passage,  a sea-port  of  the 
north  of  Spain,  near  Bayonne.  General  Murray  has 
raised  the  siege  of  Tarragona,  leaving  his  artillery 
[130  pieces]  and  ammunition  behind  him,  being 
close  pressed  by  Suchet.  The  duke  of  Dalmatia  has 
gone  into  Spain,  with  a view  to  decide  the  present 
fate  of  that  country  by  a general  action.  Bernadoite 
has  not  yet  done  any  thing — but  received  his  subsidy, 

A Leipsic  paper  of  June  8,  announces  that  the 
emperors  of  France  and  Russia  were  to  have  had  an 
interview  on  the  6th  of  that  month  at  Giitszin,  in 
Bohemia — where  the  emperor  of  Austria  was  also 
to  be. 

The  Prussian  paper  currency  has  depreciated  70 
per  cent. 


The  Loan. 

Treasury  Department,  August  26, 1813. 
WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  congress  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1313,  the  President  of  the  United  Suites  is  authorised  to  bor- 
row, on  tiie  credit  of  the  United  States,  a sum  not  exceeding  se- 
ven millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  ; 

Atid  whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  did,  by  an  act 
or  commission  under  his  hand  dated  the  7th  day  of  August,  1813, 
authorise  and  empower  the  acting  secretary  , of  the  treasury  to 
borrow  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  con- 
gress above  recited : 

PUBLIC  NOTICE  IS  THEREFORE  HEREBY  GIVEN, 

That  proposals  Mill  be  received  by  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  until  the  tzventy-ffth  day  of  September  next,  from  any 
person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  corporate,  wlio  may  offer,  for 
themselves  or  others,  to  loan  to  the  United  States,  the  whole  or  any 
part,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  money  loaned,  will  bear  an  inte- 
rest of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly,  and  the 
proposals  must  distinctly  state  the  amount  of  money  offered  to  be 
loaned,  and  the  rate  at  which  the  aforesaid  stock  will  be  received  for 
the  same. 

The  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  a hank  or  banks  authoris- 
ed by  the  treasury,  in  installments  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

One  eighth  part  or  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  on  each  hundred 
dollars,  on  the  15th  day  of  October  next.  ' 

One  eighth  part  on  the  15th  day  of  November  next. 

One  fourth  part,  or  twenty-five  dollars  on  each  hundred  dollars, 
on  the  15th  day  of  each  of  the  ensuing  months,  of  December, 
January  and  February  next. 

The  proposals  must  specify  the  place  where  the  money  is  to  be 
paid. 

If  proposals  differing  in  terms  from  one  another  should  be  ac- 
cepted, the  option  will  be  allowed  to  any  person  whose  proposals 
maybe  accepted,  of  taking  the  terms  allowed  to  any  other  person 
wliose  proposals  may  be  accepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  received  for  a sum  less  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars ; but  a commission  of  one  eighth  of  one  per 
cent,  will  be  allowed  to  any  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose  of  incorporating  them  in  one  proposal  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  upwards,  provided  that  such  pro- 
posal shall  be  accepted. 

A commission  of  one  eighth  of  one  per  Cent,  will  also  be  allowed 
to  the  cashiers  of  the  banks  where  the  paymeuts  shall  be  made  ; 
who  will  issue  scrip  certificates  to  the  persons  making  the  pay- 
ments, and  will  endorse  thereon,  the  payments  of  the  several  in- 
stallments when  made. 

Oji  failure  of  payment  of  any  installment,  the  next  preceding 
installment  to  be  forfeited. 

The  scrip-certificates  will  be  assignable  by  endorsement  and  de- 
livery; and  will  be  funded  after  the  completion  of  the  payments 
have  been  made. 

The  funded  stock  to  be  thus  issued,  M ill  be  irredeemable  till  the 
3lstday  of  December,  1825,  will  be  transferable  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  other  funded  stock  of  the  U.  S.  and  will  be  charged  for 
the  regular  and  quarterly  payment  of  its  principal,  upon  the  annu- 
al lund  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  U.  States,  in  the 
mftuner  pointed  out  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  2d  of  Aug.  1813. 

WM.  JONES. 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 


POSTSCRIPT. 

All  the  enemy  fleet  went,  to  sea  from  the  Chesa- 
peake, on  the  6t;i  inst.  except  one  ship  of  the  line,  a 
fi  ig-ate  and  five  smaller  vessels.  It  was  thought  the 
ship  and  frigate  were  also  getting  under  way,  in  the 
evening. 
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Barbarities  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  is  a part  of  the  documents  accompa- 
nying the  report  of  the  committee  raised  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  to 
report  on  that  part  of  the  president’s  message 
“ that  related  to  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which 
the  war  has  been  waged  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my.” Since  this  was  in  type,  and  it  is  not  now 
convenient  to  defer  its  insertion,  we  observe  that 
the  whole  of  these  documents  are  publishing  in  a 
regular  order,  as  they  shall  also  appear  in  the 
Register 

We  invite  the  serious  attention  of  our  readers  to 
these  documents.  If  they  do  not  feel  a burst  of 
indignation  at  the  wonderful  impudence  of  Mr. 
Croker , and  the  general  bad  treatment  of  our 
people,  we  know  not  of  “ what  manner  of  stuff” 
they  can  be  made. 

J.  W.  CHOKER  TO  MR.  BEASLEY. 

Admiralty  Office,  5th  August,  1812. 
Sir, — Having  communicated  to  my  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  transmitting  a list  of  men,  said  to  be  Ame- 
ricans, who  have  been  impressed  and  detained  on 
board  his  majesty’s  ships,  and  requesting  their  dis- 
charge, l have  their  lordship’s  commands  to  acquaint 
you,  that  under  present  circumstances,  they  -will  defer 
the  consideration  of  this  request. 

I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  CROKER. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  JV[r.  Beasley  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  (fated 

London,  October  23,  1812. 

**  1 have  informed  you  that  I had  addressed  lord 
Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens  who  have 
been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  the  British 
naval  service.  I demanded  their  release  and  com- 
plained of  the  treatment  which  some  had  received 
on  offering  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners,  or 
refusing  to  serve  when  they  heard  of  the  war.  In 
reply,  I have  received  a short  note  from  Mr.  Croker, 
one  of  the  under  secretaries,  stating',  that  he  was 
instructed  to  require  the  names  of  the  men  who  had 
received  the  treatment  complained  of,  and  the  ves- 
sels in  which  they  were,  which  I immediately  fur- 
nished, and  urged  a reply  to  the  other  part  of  my 
letter.  In  an  interview  I have  since  had  with  Mr. 
Croker,  I took  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it,  when 
he  intimated  that  the  government  did  not  intend  to 
answer  me  on  that  point ; adding,  that  England  -was 
fghiing  the  battles  of  the  -world ; ■we  had  chosen  to  go  to\ 
ivar  and  to  aid  the  great  enemy,  and  that  England  had 
so  much  right  to  recruit  her  army  and  navy , in  every 
possible  manneh,  as  Eranfef* 

MR.  BEASLEY  TO  LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

Wimpole- street,  October  12th,  1812. 
ky  eord, — In  consequence  of  the  war  unhappily 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great-Bri- 
tain,  it  has  become  my  duty  to  call  your  lordship’s 
attention  to  the  situation  of  the  great  number  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  who  have  been  impressed,  and  are  now 
held  in  the  ships  of  war  of  Ills  Britannic  majesty. 

In  addition  to  the  wrong  which  is  done  to  the  United 
States  by  this  detention  of  their  seamen,  I regret  to 


state,  that  some  of  these  unfortunate  persons,  having 
heard  of  the  war  and  offered  to  give  themselves  up 
as  prisoners,  have,  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing  to 
do  service,  been  punished. 

To  put  an  end  to  a proceeding  and  a state  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary  to 
the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  I persuade 
myself  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  them  to  the 
view  of  the  British  government ; and  I therefore 
trust  that  effectual  measures  will  be  immediately 
taken  to  restore  these  injured  men  to  liberty  and  to 
their  country.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

B.  COOKE  TO  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Foreign  Office , 19 th  October,  1812. 

“ In  consequence  of  your  letter  to  lord  Castle- 
reagh  of  the  12th  instant,  I am  directed  by  his  lord- 
ship  to  desire  you  will  furnish  me  with  the  names  of 
the  American  sailors  who  have  been  so  punished, 
and  of  the  ship  they  are  on  board.” 

MR.  BEASLEY  TO  MR.  COOKE. 

Wimpole-street,  21  st  October,  1812. 
Sin, — Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I now  transmit  to  you  a 
list  of  impressed  seamen  on  board  British  ships  of 
war,  who,  having  heard  of  the  war,  offered  to  give 
themselves  up  as  prisoners,  and  for  so  doing  or  for 
refusing  to  do  service,  have  been  punished. 

I beg  you  to  remind  lord  Castlereagh  that  the 
other  part  of  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting 
the  release  of  the  American  seamen  detained  in  the 
British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter,  states  the 
cases  of  the  folio-wing  persons: 

John  Ballard,  on  board  the  Zenobia,  offered  him- 
self a prisoner,  refused,  and  was  put  in  irons  for 
one  night. 

John  D*vis,  on  board  the  Thistle,  gave  himself  up 
as  a prisoner  and  refused  further  service,  for  which 
he  was  flogged. 

Ephraim  Covell,  on  board  La  Hogue,  gave  himsel 
up  as  a prisoner  and  refused  further  service  ; in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  kept  seven  days  in 
irons. 

John  Hosman,  on  board  La  Hogue,  gave  himself 
up  as  a prisoner,  and  refused  further  service ; was 
put  in  irons,  still  kept  therein,  and  was  threatened 
by  the  commander  with  further  punishment. 

Russell  Brainard,  on  board  La  Hogue,  gave  him- 
self up  as  a prisoner,  was  put  in  irons  and  still  kept 
therein. 

Thomas  W.  Marshall,  Peter  Lazette,  Edward 
Whittle  Banks  and  Levi  Younger,  on  board  the 
Royal  William,  gave  themselves  up  as  prisoners, 
and.  were  in  consequence  thereof  put  into  close  con- 
finement for  eight  days. 

October  21,  1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  requests  lord  Castlereagh  to  cause 
the  necessary  passports  to  be  furnished  for  the 
American  ship  William  and  Eliza,  captain  Howland, 
to  proceed  to  the  United  States  with  American 
citizens. 

October  21,  1812. 

Mr.  Cooke  acquaints  Mr.  Beasley  th  .t  there  will 
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be  no  objection  to  granting  a license  to  a cartel  for 
carrying*  to  the  United  States  such  American  citi- 
zens, non-combatants,  as  may  Wish  to  return  to  then- 
country.  He  requests  Mr. ‘Beasley  to  inform  him  of 
the  situation  of  the  ship  William  and  Eliza. 

MU.  BRASLEV  TO  E.  COOKE. 

H'impole-street , October  23,  1812. 

Sir, — I have  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you  what 
I stated  in  conversation  this  morning,  that  the  per- 
sons for  whose  return  to  the  United  States  I request- 
ed the  necessary  passports,  are,  for  the  most  part, 
American  masters  and  mariners  ; that  some  of  them, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their  vessels  abroad, 
have  come  here  on  their  way  to  America ; that  others 
of  them  having  been  employed  in  British  ships,  are 
now  desirous  of  returning  home ; that  others, 
through  the  detention  or  condemnation  of  their  ves- 
sels under  British  orders  in  council,  and  others, 
through  all  the  casualties  to  which  this  class  of  men 
is  always  exposed,  are  left  without  the  means  o i 
conveyance.  None  of  these  persons  have  been,  in 
any  way,  engaged  in  hostilities  against  Great  Bri- 
tain. They  are  almost  wholly  destitute,  and  • for 
some  time  have  been  chiefly  supported  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  United  States.  There  are  slso,  1 be- 
lieve, some  American  merchants  and  supercargoes 
who  are  anxious  of  availing  themselves  of  the  same 
opportunity  of  returning  to  their  country. 

You  are,  X presume,  aware  that  the  American  go- 
vernment has  afforded  every  facility  to  the  depar- 
ture of  those  British  subjects  in  the  United  States, 
who  were  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  per- 
sons included  in  my  request. 

With  regard  to  the  ship  William  and  Eliza,  in 


convenient  for' the  com missionersThat  he  should' con-' 
fer  with  them  on  the  subject. 

October  30,  1812- 

Alexander  M'JLaay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that  lie  is 
directed  to  desire  that  Mr.  B.  would  transmit  fco  the 
transport  office  a list  of  all  the  persons: whom  Mr. 
Beasley  proposed  to  send  to  America,  stating  their 
several  qualities,  and  when  and  how  they  respec- 
tively came  into  Great  Britain. 

November  3,  1812- 

Mr.  Beasly  transmits  to  Alexander  M‘Leay,  of  the 
transport  office,  a list  of  American  citizens  whom  it 
is  proposed  to  send  to  the  United  States  in  the  ship 
William  and  Eliza,  stating  their  several  qualities, 
and  when  and  how  they  respectively  came  into  Great 
Britain.  This  list  contains  one  hundred  and  ten 
names.  To  these  are  added  a list  of  six  persons, 
being  other  passengers  in  the  same  vessel.  Mr.  Beas- 
ley remarks  to  Mr.  M‘Leay,  “ I am  informed  that 
many  persons  of  the  description  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  these  mentioned  in  the  first  of  these 
lists  (being  seamen)  who  were  awaiting  the  result 
of  my  late  application  to  lord  Castlereagh  for  a cartel 
for  their  conveyance  to  America  have  within  a few 
days  past,  been  seized  by  the  impress  officers  and 
taken  on  board  the  tender  of  the  tower  ; and  1 beg 
to  know  what  are  the  intentions  of  the  British  go- 
vernment respecting  them  ?” 

November  6,  1812. 

Alexander  M‘Leay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that  lie 
has  received  and  laid  before  the  commissioners  for 
the  transport  service  the  list  of- prisoners  proposed 
to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the  William  and 
Eliza  cartel,  and  adds,  “ In  return  I am  directed  to 


which  those  persons  are  to  embark,  I beg  to  observe,  ’request  that  you  will  inform  the  board  whether  you 


that  I am  well  assured  by  those  who  have  charge  of 
her,  that  there  is  no  impediment  to  her  departure. 

I am,  See.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

E.  COOKE  TO  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Foreign  Office,  October  28,  1812. 

Sir, — Having  laid  before  lord  Castlereagh  your 
letter  requesting  that  you  may  be  allowed  to  send  a 
eai’tei  to  America,  with  citizens  of  the  United  States  j gularly  exchanged, 
who  wish  to  return  to  their  country,  I am  directed  by' 
his  lordship  to  express  his  consent  to  this  propo- 
sition, and  am  to  desire  you  will  confer  with  the 
commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war,  with  regard  to 
the  account  you  are  to  give  for  such  parts  of  the 
crew  as  shall  appear  to  be  combatants,  and  on  that 
principle  must  be  exchanged.  I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  COOKE. 

October  29,  1812. 

Mr  Beasley  stated  to  J.  W.  Croker,  of  the  admi- 
ral office,  that  lord  Castlereagh  had  referred  him  to 
the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war ; that  he  had 
accordingly  applied  to  them  and  learnt  that  the 
instruct  ions  which  that  board  had  received  from  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  were  not  sufficiently  explicit 
to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  the  nuttej>  Mr.  Beas- 
ley requests  their  lordships  would  be  pleased  to  give 
such  further  instructions  to  the  transport  board  us 
may  be  found  necessary. 

October  39,  1812. 

John  Barrow,  of  the  admiralty  office,  informs  Mr. 

Beasley,  that  his  letter  of  the  ,29th  October  had 
been,  laid  before  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  andthfe  business  had  been  referred  to  the 
transport  board. 

October  29,  1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  informs  Alexander  M‘Leay,  of  the 


will  engage  that  the  above  mentioned  persons  on 
their  arrival  in  the  United  States  shall  be  exchanged 
for  an  equivalent  number  of  British  subjects,  who 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  1 
am  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  yon,  that  the  pri- 
soners above  alluded  to  must  sign  engagements  not 
to  serve  against  this  country  or  its  allies  until  re- 


November  7,  1812. 

MR.  BEASLEY  WRITES  TO  ALEXANDER  M*LEAY. 

“ I have  to  inform  the  board  that  I am  willing  to 
engage  that  the  American  citizens  whom  I intend  to 
send  to  tiie  United  States  on  board  the  William  ’and 
Eliza,  cartel,  shall  on  their  arrival  there  be  ex- 
changed for  an  equivalent  number  of  British  sub- 
jects of  the  same  description,  who  may  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  United  States  under  similar 
circumstances  ; and  that  the  men  themselves  shall 
sign  engagements  for  the  performance  of  any  con- 
dition similar  to  those  which  may  have  been  exacted 
of  sueli  British  subjects  in  the  United  States;  It 
being  understood  that  if  it  be  found  that,  British 
subjects  under  any  such  circumstances,  have  been 
suffered  freely  to  depart  from  the  United  States, 
then  these  engagements  so  far  as  regards  the  cor- 
responding class  of  American  citizens,  shall  be  void. 
If,  however,  it  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  board, 
that  the  return  or  exchange  of  these  men  should  be 
regulated  by  the  principles  recognized  by  the  two 
governments  in  the  cartel  which  1 am  informed,  has 
lately  been  concluded  at  Washington,  I am  ready  te- 
enier into  an  engagement  to  that  eftVct.” 

November  13,  1812. 

ALEXANDER  M*.LEAY  WRITES  TO  MR.  BEASLEY. 

“ X am  directed  to  Acquaint  you  that  the  prison- 


transport  office,  that  he  had  requested  the  lords  of  ers  mentioned  in  the  list  transmitted  by  you  will  be 
the  admiralty  would  be  pleased  to  give  the  further  released,  upon  your  entering  upon  an  unconditional 
Instructions  necessary,  and  presuming  that  these 
instructions  would  be  immediately  given,  requests 
Mr.  M'Lfcay  to  inform  him  at  what  time  it  will  be 


igagement  that  they  shall  be  exchanged  for  British 

’isoners  now  in  America  ©r  who  may  be  hercatte. 


pr 
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November  16,  1812. 

MU.  BEASLEY  WRITES  TO  ALEXANDER  M4LEAY. 

“ For  t hose  American  citizens  who  composed  the 
crews  of  the  ships  taken  in  war,  I run  at  all  times 
ready  to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  the  law 
and  usage  of  nations  require.  But  for  those  whom 
your  laws  have  invited,  or  whom  misfortune  has 
thrown  into  your  country ; whom  accident  and  not 
the  fortune  of  war,  has  placed  within  yovir  power,  I 
must  still  urge  my  request,  that  they  be  allowed  to 
depart  the  kingdom  on  the  conditions  proposed  in 
my  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  But  “ if  the  board 
will  enter  into  an  unconditional  engagement,  that 
all  British  subjects  who  have  been  permitted  to 
leave  the  United  States  since  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  who  may  be  permitted  to  depart  therefrom,  shall 
be  exchanged  for  American  prisoners  of  war,  I wili, 
in  like  manner,  engage  for  those  American  citizens 
agreeably  to  your  letter.”  Mr.  Beasley  adds — “ This 
arrangement  however  I would  make  with  great  re- 
luctance ; because  it  would  not  be  in  unison  with 
that  liberal  spirit  of  warfare  entertained  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  because  it 
would  bring  within  the  influence  of  the  war,  thbse 
who  might  without  detriment  to  either  party,  be 
exempt  from  its  operations.” 

November  23,  1812. 

MR.  BEASLEY  WRITES  TO  MR.  HAMILTON  OF  THE  FO- 
REIGN OFFICE. 

“ I must  beg  leave  to  state,  that  that  part  of  my 
note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addressed  to  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  relative  to  the  American  citizens  who  have 
been  impressed  and  are  now  held  in  his  majesty’s 
naval  service,  remains  unanswered.  To  the  reasons 
already  urged  for  the  discharge  of  those  men,  may 
be  added  that  of  compelling  them  to  fight  against 
their  country  ; and  I need  scarcely  add,  that  as  they 
were  forcibly  detained  before  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  it  would  be  very  unjust  to  discharge  them 
merely  to  make  them  prisoners.  Of  the  number  of 
those  unfortunate  persons,  many  must  be  in  vessels 
on  foreign  stations  at  a great  distance.  It  is  a sub- 
ject of  much  public  interest  in  the  United  States, 
and  one  which  involves  the  domestic  happiness  of 
many  families.” 

November  24,  1812. 

ALEXANDER  M*LEAY  WRITES  TO  MR.  BEASLEY,  AND 

AFTER  SOME  PRELIMINARY  REASONING  SAYS, 

“ The  commissioners  (of  the  transport  office)  are 
instructed  (by  the  lords  comrnissioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty) to  continue  to  require  from  you  an  uncon- 
ditional receipt,  as  prisoners  of  war,  for  all  persons 
of  this  description  previous  to  their  being  permitted 
to  return  to  America.” 

December  23,  1812. 

ALEXANDER  M*LEAY  WRITES  TO  MR.  BEASLEY, 

“ I have  received  and  laid  before  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  transport  service,  &.c.  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  and  in  return  am  directed  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  at  present  they  are  only  authorised 
to  deliver  up  to  you  the  Americans  mentioned  in 
the  list  transmitted  by  you  on  the  3d  of  November.” 
December  24,  1812. 

MR.  BEASLEY  WRITES  TO  ALEXANDER  M4LEAY. 

“ After  s>b  long  a time  spent  in  discussing  the 
principles  and  conditions  of  an  exchange  of  prison- 
ers between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  1 
perceive  with  some  surprise,  by  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, that  the  only  persons  whom  the  board  are 
authorised  to  deliver  up  to  me,  are  those  mentioned 
in  the  list  transmitted  to  you  on  the  3d  November, 
who,  though  so  long  known  to  the  board  as  being  at 
large  in  this  city,  have  never  been  detained  as  pri- 
soners ; and  who  have,  ever  since  their  arrival,  been 
maintained  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States.— 


During  this  interval,  those  persons  have  been  par- 
tially dispersed,  some  have  been  taken  up  as  pri- 
soners, some  have  been  impressed,  and  some  have 
otherwise  disappeared  Others,  however,  under  si- 
milar circumstances,  have  since  been  added,  and 
there  now  remain  about  one  hundred  persons.  Of 
these  men,  as  I understand  the  tenor  of  our  corres- 
pondence, those  who  belonged  to  vessels  detained  or 
taken  in  war,  are  to  be  suffered  to  proceed  to  the 
United  States  on  my  entering  into  the  engagement 
which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant ; 
but  that  for  the  others  no  engagement  is  required. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  further  misunderstanding,  I 
beg  to  know  whether  this  recapitulation  is  correct.” 

ALEXANDER  MfLBAY  TO  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Transport  OJice , 26th  December,  IS  12. 

Sir, — 1 have  received  and  laid  before  the  com- 
missioners for  the  transport  service,  5tc.  vour  letter 
of  the  24th  instant,  and  in  return,  I am  directed  to 
acquaint  you,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his  majesty’s 
government  that  such* of  the  Americans,  named  in 
the  list  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
last  month,  as  belonged  to  vessels  detained  or  taken, 
and  us  are  consequently  prisoners  of  w*r,  shall  be 
suffered  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  upon  your 
entering  into  the  engagement  which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  14th  instant;  but  that  for  Ameri- 
cans who  were  resident  or  travelling  in  this  country, 
or  resorting  hither  for  commercial  purposes,  not  as 
mariners,  no  such  engagement  will  be  required. 

I am,  etc. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  M'LEAY. 

December  28,  1812. 

MR.  BEASAEY  WRITES  TO  ALEXANDER  M‘lEAY. 

“ On  referring  to  the  list  (which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  -3d  ultimo)  you  will  perceive  ano- 
ther class  of  persons,  namely,  mariners,  who  did  not 
belong  to  vessels  detained  or  taken,  and  as  your 
omitting  to  notice  these  men  in  your  letter'  might 
leave  room  for  some  doubt  respecting  them,  I lose 
no  time  in  requesting  to  be  informed  on  what  terms 
the  board  understand  that  they  are  to  be  suffered  to 
return  to  the  United  States. 

December  29,  1312. 

ALEXANDER  M*LEAY  WRITES  TO  Mll.  BEASLEY. 

“ By  a reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26. h instant, 
you  will  observe  that  mariners  are  expressly  ex- 
cepted from  the  description  of  persons  who  are  to 
be  released  unconditionally,  and  consequently  it  is 
necessary  you  should  give  a receipt  for  all  the  ma- 
riners named  in  the  list  transmitted  by  you.” 

February  *17,  1813. 

MR.  BEASLEY  TO  ALEXANDER  M^LEAY. 

“ In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9ih  instant,  com- 
municating the  result  of  inquiries  made  by  order  of 
the  lords  commissioners  ©f  the  admiralty  relative  to 
the  ailed ged  ill  treatment  of  certain  seamen  claim- 
ing to  be  Americans,  in  tiie  British  service,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having  requested  to  be  considered  as 
prisoners  of  war,  as  represented  in  my  letter  to  lord 
Castlereagh  of  the  12th  of  October,  I have  to  ob- 
serve that  although  the  statement  of  those  persons 
and  that  contained  in  your  letter  dilier  greatly  as  to 
the  ill  treatment,  it  does  appear  that  some  severity 
was  exercised  towards  them  on  that  occasion,  and. 
without  any  investigation  of  their  American  citizen- 
ship, which,  if  established,  should  have  excepted 
them,  not  only  from  punishment,  but  from  service. 
As  it  may  be  inferred,  however,  from  your  letter, 
that  if  proof  be  produced  to  support  their  claim, 
their  request  will  yet  be  complied  with,  I have  to 
inform  you,  that  evidence  to  that  effect  was  long 
since  transmitted  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  in 
behalf  of  several  pf  these  persons.”  [Here  follows 
the  names  of  persons  and  the  rec&ition  of  the  proof 
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of  citizenship,  &c.j  Mr.  Beasley  proceeds,  “ 1 can- 
not avoid  expressing1  niy  disappointment  and  regret 
that  no  notice  lias  been  taken  of  the  request  made  to 
lord  Castlereagh  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  of  October, 
for  the  general  release  of  the  American  seamen  de- 
tained in  the  British  service.” 

ALEXANDER  M‘lEAY  TO  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Transport  Office,  2 6th  Feh'uary , 1813. 

Sir, — I have  received  and  laid  before  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  transport  service,  &c.  your  letter  of 
the  lrth  of  this  month,  with  its  enclosure,  relative 
to  the  alledged  ill  treatment  of  certain  seamen, 
claiming  to  be  Americans  in  the  British  service,  in 
consequence  of  their  having  requested  to  be  consi- 
dered as  prisoners  of  war  ; and  the  same  having  been 
referred  to  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty,  I am  directed  by  the  board 
to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
which  they  have  received  from  their  lordships'  se- 
cretary in  answer  thereto.  1 am,  &.c. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  M‘LEAY. 

JOHN  BARROW  TO  THE  TRANSPORT  BOARD. 

Admiralty  Office , 2 5th  February , 1813. 

Gentlemen, — Having  laid  before  my  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  together  with  the  documents  therein  refer- 
red to  from  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent  for 
prisoners  of  war  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  alledged  citizens  of  the  United  States  de- 
tained in  his  majesty’s  service,  1 have  it  in  command 
to  signify  their  lordship’s  directions  to  you  to  ac- 
quaint Mr.  Beasley,  that  neither  now  in  war,  nor 
before,  during  peace,  is,  or  was  the  British  govern- 
ment desirous  of  having  American  seamen  in  its 
service,  and  that  their  lordships  will  now  discharge 
as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  formerly  did  as  neutrals, 
those  persons  who  can  adduce  any  sufficient  proof 
of  their  being  Americans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  that  all  the 
cases  stated  by  him  have  received,  or  are  under  ac- 
curate examination,  and  that  such  persons  who  may 
appear  to  be  Americans  will  be  immediately  sent  to 
prison,  as  many  have  been  already.  Iam,  8t c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

ALEXANDER  M‘LEAY  TO  MR.  BEASLEY. 

Transport  office,  6 th  March,  1813. 

Sir — I am  directed  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
transport  service,  &c.  to  inform  you,  that  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  printed  letters  which  were  transmit- 
ted by  you  to  this  office,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
forwarded  to  certain  seamen  on  board  of  his  majes- 
ty’s ships  of  war,  they  considered  it  their  duty  to 
submit  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  right 
honorable  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
and  to  request  their  lordships’  directions  on  the  sub- 
ject ; and  the  board  having*  received  a letter  from 
their  lordships’  secretary,  of  which  the  enclosed  is 
& copy,  1 have  their  directions  to  acquaint  you  ac- 
cordingly, that  the  letters  in  question  will  not  be 
forwarded,  and  that  you  cannot  be  permitted  to 
maintain  any  correspondence  with  the  seamen  on 
board  his  majesty’s  fleet.  I am,  Sec. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  M‘LEAY. 

JOHN  BARROW  TO  THE  TRANSPORT  BOARD. 

Admiralty  Office,  5th  March,  1813. 

Gentlemen — In  reply  to  your  letter  dV  the  16th 
of  last  month,  enclosing  a letter  addressed  by  Mr. 
Beasley  to  a seaman  on  board  his  m;.jestv’s  ship  Por- 
cupine, and  requesting  to  be  informed  if  letters  of 
& similar  description  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  I am  command- 
ed by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  to 
signify  their  direction  to  you  not  to  forward  any 
such  letters,  and  to  acquaint  Mr.  Beasley  that  he 
cannot  be  permitted  to  maintain  any  correspondence 


with  the  seamen  on  board  of  his  majesty’s  fleet  ; 
observing  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  printed 
letter  in  question  contains  a statement  unfounded  in 
fact,  for  that  neither  since  the  war.  with  America, 
nor  before,  have  their  lordships  declined  to  release 
American  seamen,  admitted  or  proved  to  be  such, 
though  they  have  and  still  do  refuse  to  release  per- 
sons assuming,  without  any  proof  or  document,  that 
character.  I am,  kc. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

Copy  of  the  printed  circular  letter  addressed  to  Ama'i- 
cau  seamen  in  British  ships  of  -war. 

London,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the 
I have  to  inform  you,  that  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty  having,  in  consequence  of  the  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  declin- 
ed to  release  those  American  citizens  who  have  been 
impressed  and  are  held  in  the  British  service,  there 
appears  to  be  no  other  course  for  you  to  pursue  than 
to  give  yourself  up  as  a prisoner  of  war  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  ship  in  which  you  are  detained. 

Agent  of  the  United  Slates  for  prisoners 
of  ivar  in  Great  Britain. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander 
JWLeay,  dated  loth  March,  1813. 

“In  the  letter  of  their  lordships’  secretary  of  the 
5th  instant,  the  board  are  directed  to  observe  to  me 
that  the  printed  letter  which  I addressed  to  certain 
American  seamen  detained  in  the  British  navy  “con- 
tains a statement  unfounded  in  fact ; for  that  neither 
since  the  war  with  America,  nor  before,  have  their 
lordships  declined  to  release  American  seamen  ad- 
mitted or  proved  to  be  such.”  It  is  not  necessary  to 
my  present  purpose  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of 
their  lordships’  conduct  on  this  matter  before  the 
war ; although  my  own  official  observation,  in  nume- 
rous cases,  when  1 held  the  office  of  consul,  would 
authorise  me  to  dispute  even  that  part  of  their  secre- 
tary’s assertion.  But  with  reference  to  their  lord- 
ships’  conduct  since  the  war,  1 beg  to  remind  them 
of  their  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  in  answer  to  a request 
made  on  the  31st  of  July  for  the  release  of' certain 
impressed  American  seamen,  in  which  their  lord- 
ships,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining  to  release  the 
men,  stated,  “that  under  the  present  circumstances, 
they  will  defer  the  consideration  of  the  request  for 
their  release or,  in  other  words,  that  they  will 
not  at  present,  war  being  commenced,  even  think 
on  the  subject  of  their  release.  If  further  proof  be 
necessary  of  their  lordships’  having,  as  I stated  in 
my  printed  letter,  declined  the  release  of  such  sea- 
men in  consequence  of  the  war,  I will  call  to  their 
recollection  a letter  written  by  their  secretary,  on 
the  25th  of  August,  in  answer  to  an  application  for 
the  release  of  William  Wilson,  an  impressed  Ame- 
rican detained  on  board  the  Cordelia,  in  which  they 
state  that  this  man  being  an  alien  enemy  must  con- 
tinue to  serve  or  go  to  prison.  Should  other  corrobo- 
ration be  wanted,  it  may  be  found  in  the  long  and 
marked  silence  of  the  British  government  to  my  nu- 
merous applications,  again  and  again  repeated,  for 
the  release  ot  these  men  ; seeing  that  it  was  not  un- 
til the  25th  of  February,  nearly  seven  months  after 
their  lordships  had  informed  me  of  their  having  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  nearly 
five  months  after  my  formal  demand  made  to  lord 
Castlereagh,  that  they  directed  the  board  to  inform 
me  of  their  intention  to  treat  them  as  prisoners  of 
war.  And  even  this  was  not  done  until  eight  days 
after  my  printed  letter  in  question  appears  to  have 
been  on  their  table.  Surely  it  was  in  utter  forget- 
fulness  of  these  circumstances  that  their  lordships 
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declare  my  statement  unfounded  in  fact ; for  it  ap- 
pears impossible  that  they  can,  in  the  mind  of  any 
person,  bear  a different  interpretation  from  that 
which  I had  given  them.  But  how  do  these  facts 
bear  on  their  lordships*  statement  ? How,  l ask, 
does  their  determination,  that  Wilson,  proved  and 
admitted  to  be  an  American,  must  continue  to  serve  or 
go  to  prison , support  the  assertions  that  their  lord- 
ships  have  not  declined  to  release  American  seamen  ad- 
mitted and  proved  to  be  such?  But,  perhaps  in  their 
lordships*  view,  to  send  them  from  service  and  de- 
tention in  ships  of  war  to  confinement  in  prisons,  is 
to  release  them.  If  so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue 
the  subject  further,  and  I will  content  myself  with 
having1  vindicated  the  correctness  of  my  statement.” 
“I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  their  lord- 
ships’  purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary’s  let- 
ter of  the  25th  ult.  to  treat  as  prisoners  of  war  the 
American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed  and  are 
held  in  the  British  service.  Taking  into  view  the 
manner  in  which  these  unfortunate  persons  came  in- 
to the  power  of  the  British  government,  that  their 
own  rights  and  inclinations,  the  rights  of  their  coun- 
try, the  law  of  nations,  and  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice were  violated  in  the  very  act  by  which  each  of 
th.ese  men  was  brought  within  its  power,  and  that 
this  wrong  accumulates  so  long  as  any  of  them  re- 
main in  its  power,  I do  maintain  that  they  are  on 
every  ground  entitled  to,  and  the  British  govern 
meat  is  bound  to  grant,  their  immediate  and  com- 
plete release.  It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils 
of  unlawful  violence  ; how  then  can  it  retain  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war?  Us  right  of  controul 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of  their 
detention  ; but  that  which  was  unlawfully  taken 
cannot  be  rightfully  held,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
pretension  to  such  controul  as  their  lordships’  pur 
pose  implies,  would  be  to  legitimatize  the  act  by 
which  they  came  into  their  power.  The  British  go- 
vernment disclaims  all  right  and  all  intention  to  take 
them,  and  this  disavowal  is  an  acknowledgment  of 
its  obligation  to  restore  them  to  the  same  condition, 
and  to  the  same  freedom,  from  which  they  were 
taken.  Upon  what  ground  is  it  then  that  they  are  to 
be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  ? Not  many  years 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  complaints  of 
Great  Britain  against  France  for  detaining  as  pri- 
soners of  war  certain  British  subjects  who,  having 
entered  the  French  territories  in  the  time  of  peace, 
were  found  there  in  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. — 
But,  if  that  were  regarded  in  England  as  an  out- 
rage, what  will  be  thought  of  this  detention,  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  of  American  seamen  who,  having 
been  wrongfully  taken  on  the  high  seas  and  forcibly 
.carried  into  the  British  service  in  time  of  peace,  are 
found  therein  at  the  breaking  out  of  a war  doing  her 
service  and  fighting  her  battles  ? The  conduct  of 
France  was  attempted  to  be  justified  by  certain  acts 
of  England  which  were  alledged  to  be  equally  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations.  But,  what  justifica- 
tion, what  excuse  can  be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  towards  the  impressed  American  sea- 
men ? What  infraction  upon  the  law  of  nations,  what 
violence  or  injustice  exercised  towards  British  sub- 
jects, or  what  outrage  is  this  cruel  act  to  retaliate  ? 
it  cannot  be  the  free  and  spontaneous  permission 
given  by  the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  for  every  British  subject,  of  every  class  and 
description,  found  within  their  territories  or  in  their 
power,  to  return  to  his  country,  that  this  imprison- 
ment of  American  seamen  is  to  requite.  And  surely 
this  cannot  be  the  indemnification  which  Great  Bri- 
tain offers  these  unfortunate  men  for  the  wrongs  she 
has  inflicted  on  them,  or  the  reward  she  offers  them 
the  service  she  has  received  at  their  hands. 
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“To  the  unqualified  prohibition  of  all  correspond 
dence  between  myself  and  the  impressed  American 
seamen  in  his  Britannic  majesty’s  fleet,  so  unreserv- 
edly stated  in  the  letter  of  their  lordships*  secretary 
of  the  6th  instant,  I must  conform,  whatever  may  be 
my  sentiments  and  feelings  respecting  it.  The  situ- 
ation in  which  these  unfortunate  men  and  myself 
stood  towards  each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  in- 
vite, but  to  authorise  a communication  between  us. 
On  i heir  part,  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was 
to  obtain  information  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances the  most  difficult,  and  on  an  occasion  th® 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely,  how  to  act 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  belong- 
ing to  a state  engaged  in  actual  hostilities  against 
their  country;  .*  situation  which  their  own  good 
sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them  was  alike  in- 
compatible with  their  rights  and  their  duties.  My 
part  has  been,  after  having  waited  five  months  m 
vain  for  a communication  of  their  lordships’  inten- 
tions, to  recommend  them,  since  there  appeared  ns 
means  of  their  release,  to  give  themselves  up  as  pri- 
soners of  war ; an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that 
which  they  suffer.  In  other  instances  their  letters 
have  related  the  rejection  of  their  offer  and  the 
threats  of  punishment,  and  all  contain  complaints 
of  the  unexampled  hardship  of  their  situation.” 


Turreau's  Letter. 

Contrary  to  our  usual  course,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  following  letter  should  be  preceded  by  a few 
explanatory  remarks.  We  are  the  more  willing  to 
do  this,  because  the  communication  of  the  ex- 
French  minister  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
designed  by  him,  ai  d is  not  acknowledged,  as  ; n 
official  article. 

The  letter  first  appeared  in  a newspaper  called  the 
“ Federal  Republican ” printed  at  Georgetown  in 
the  district  of  Columbia.  It  seems,  the  copy  from 
which  it  was  published  (as  stated  by  the  editors  of 
that  paper)  was  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Gra 
ham,  chief  clerk  in  the  department  of  state  ; as  is 
probable  from  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Graham 
himself  in  his  let  ter, thereafter  addressed  to  them, 
and  inserted  below. 

The  matter  of  this  letter  has  produced  much  discus- 
sion— some  have  contended  that  its  insolence  ex* 
ceeded  that  conduct  of  the  British  minister  Jack . 
son,  for  which  he  was  discharged — and  that  it  goc  ® 
to  shew  “ the  heigh  th,  the  length  and  the  depth’’ 
of  French  influence  in  the  councils  of  our  country 
— whereas  others  aver  that  it  has  no  analogy  to 
the1  case  of  Mr.  Jackson , admitting  that  its  matter 
was  equally  offensive  ; for  that  Jackson  persisted, 
after  being  cautioned  two  or  three  times,  in  his 
indecorous  conduct;  whereas  Turreau  immedi- 
ately withdrew  his  letter,  as  is  distinctly  stated 
by  Mr.  Graham ; and  they  further  say,  that  it 
rather  proves  a British  than  a French  influence 
existing  in  the  executive  ; as  Mr.  Turreau  is  evi- 
dently displeased  with  the  manifested  disposition 
of  our  government  to  be  on  the  best  terms  with 
his  master’s  enemy,  and  complains  grievously  of 
many  supposed  injuries  done  to  France. 

On  these  points  some  volumes  of  words  hai  e . Ircady 
been  written  ; and  the  reader  will  judge  for  him- 
self on  what  side  the  best  of  the  argument  lies. 

Baltimore,  June  14,  1809. 

The  minister  of  France  to  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  se- 
cretary oj  shue. 

Sir — The  federal  government  is  going  to  settle 

all  its  differences  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  make  & 
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treaty  of  amity,  of  commerce  and  of  navigation  with  j 
that  power.  You,  ns  well  as  Mr.  Gallatin,  have  ma-| 
nifested  to  me  a desire  also  to  make  a new  conven- 
tion with  France,  to  the  take  place  of  that  which  ex- 
pires on  the  30th  S ‘ptembcr  next. 

I will  for  a moment  call  to  your  consideration 

> arreterai  voire  reflection  J this  double  object,  which 
the  federal  government  proposes  to  itself,  and  the 
difficulties  of  accomplishing  it  in  a manner  advan- 
tageous for  all  the  contracting  parties.  My  just 
deference  for  your  government,  sir,  does  not  permit 
me  to  make  any  observation  on  the  haste  with  which 
the  executive  has  received  the  first  overtures  of  the 
English  ministry  yet  composed  of  the  same  men  who 
very  lately  discovered  a very  manifest  aversion  to 
every  species  of  conciliation,  and  who  joined  to.  a 
denial  of  justice  to  the  Americans,  every  asperity  of 
forms,  of  tone,  and  of  style  towards  the  agents  of 
your  government.  * 

If  I have  supposed  that  this  very  haste  was  ne- 
cessary to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  people,  of  whom 
foresight  is  not  the  first  virtue,  others  may  see  in 
that,  political  proceeding  a precipitation,  perhaps 
dangerous,  and  .if  it  doe3  not  lessen  ( ' ne  blessait 
pa«J  th$  d'griiiy  of  the  executive,  may.  at  least  pro- 
duce consequences  prejudicial  to  the  true  interests 
cf  the  union.  It  is  on  these  very  interests,  much 
more  than  on  those  of  France,  as  its  enlarged  and 
liberal  policy,  its  principles  of  universal  justice,  and 
the  elements  of  which  its  powers  is  composed,  have 
-placed  it  beyond  all  attacks  ('hors  de  toutes  les  at- 
teiniesj: — it.  is- only*  on  the  interest  of  your  govern- 
ment that  I fix  my  attention  and  invoke  yours,  un- 
der a circumstance  so  delicate. 

Mv  correspondence  with  your  predecessor  is 
enough  to  convince  you,  sir,  that  1 have  not  left 
him  ignorant  of  the  dangers  of  the  crisis  of  Europe, 
and  its  inevitable  effects  on  the  destiny  of  the  states 
of  the  American  union.  'Positive  and  multiplied 
information  on  the  events  of  the  other  continent  and 
their  probable  results,  has  enabled  me  sometimes  to 
raise  the  veil  which  yet  covers  the  designs  of  the 
first  powers  of  the  political  world. 

I have  thought  that  it  was  not  incompatible  with 
my  duty  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  your  govern- 
ment the  new  chances  which  the  changes  brought 
about  in  Europe  offer  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
-the  United  States  and  the  inconveniences  which  may 
•result  from  their  refusal  to  accede  formally  to  the 
•principles  of  the  maritime  confederation. 

It  does  not  belong  to  me  to  examine  how  far  the 
preceding  administration  was  mistaken  in  its  con- 
jectures ; but  the  verbal  proposition  which  you  have 
made  to  me,  sir,  to  conclude  a new  convention  (a 
proposition  which  I have  submitted  to  my  court) 
necessarily  leads  me  to  some  observations  on  the 
-respective  position  of  France  and  the  United  States. 

Your  government  looks  to  nothing  in  its  treaties, 
but  to  the  interests  of  its  foreign  commerce.  This  is 
the  principle  object  of  its  policy.  France  considers 
foreign  commerce  only  as  an  addition  Cciccessoire J 
-to  its  system  of  general  administration.  Numerous 
canals  of  communication,  which  aid  its  rivers,  and 
in  multiplying  their  directions,  procures  for  it  all 
the  opening  necessary  to  keep  up  in  the  interior  and 
With  its  allies  that  immense  circulation  of  all  the 
pbjects  of  their  reciprocal  wants.  In  B'rance  com- 
merce is  not  a power  f puissance J in  thp  state : it 
shares  with  other  national  professions  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government,  which  only  honors  them 
titb  its  support  and  encouragement  in  proportion  to 
tlie  degree  oi  their  utility  and  importance.  In  short, 
fore igiV, commerce  is  not  considered  in  France  as  an 
indispensable  filing,  although  it  is  so  considered  in 
the  United  States.' 


| You  will  then  readily  see,  sir,  that  France  has  not 
I the  same  interest  which  the  federal  government  has, 
to  make  a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
the  United  States,  while  it  is  evident,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  dispositions,  the  result  does  not  offer  an 
equality  of  advantage  to  the  two  governments. 

It  is  only,  then,  by  means  of  political  sacrifices, 
that  one  can  re-establish  the  balance  in  a commer- 
cial treaty,  and  also  render  it  of  common  utility  to 
the  two  parties.  Besides  (and  I have  not  suffered  it 
to  remain  concealed  from  the  administration  ■which 
preceded  that  of  Mr.  Madison)  can  the  federal  go- 
vernment believe,  and  I appeal  to  your  discernment 
to  judge,  if  the  United  States  have  not  given  cause 
of  serious  and  multiplied  complaints  to  France  du- 
ring the  terrible  conflict  which  she  has  had  to  sus- 
tain against  all  the  armed  powers  of  Europe.  Not- 
withstanding the  popular  infatuation,  and  the  hurry- 
ing off  of  the  public  opinion,  and  the  public  favor 
towards  a power  systematically  inimical  as  well  to 
the  United  Slates  as  to  France,  I will  appeal  to  the 
authority  of  all  the  sensible  men  of  your  own  coun- 
try, sir,  to  know,  if  for  more  than  five  years  past  the 
federal  government  has  conducted  itself  towards  the 
French  government  in  a manner  to  merit  the  ad- 
vantages which  you  expect  from  a new  convention. 

It  would  be  useless  and  too  tedious  to  examine 
here,  what  has  already  all  the  light  of  evidence, 
whether  the  preceding  administration  has  not  taken 
the  worst  course  which  it  could  have  taken,  to  avoid 
collision  with  the  two  principal  belligerent  powers. 
The  Americans  have  appealed  to  the  rights  of  neu- 
trality, and  until  now  at  least  their  government  has 
endeavored  by  proceedings  which  I shall  not  permit 
myself  to  give  a nametof" de  qualifier  J to  draw  near 
io  Great  Britain,  who  outrages  or  disowns  the  rights 
claimed;  while  it  injures  f nffensaitj  France,  whose 
measures  have  for  their  object  the  re-establishment 
and  the  guarantee  of  these  rights. 

Tims  your  preceding  administration,  (for  it  is  of 
that,  and  that  only,  that  I pretend,  to  speak)  placed 
itself  by  its  political  movement  f rnarche J in  mani- 
fest contradiction  with  its  own  principles.  It  has 
done  more,  and  notwithstanding  my  representations, 
it  persisted  (~ obsdnee J to  Consider  the  two  powers 
as  doing  equal  wrong  to  the  government  of  the  union, 
art  ! to  apply  to  them  the  effect  of  its  negative  mea- 
sures, while  the  outrages  of  England  seemed  to  re- 
quire from  their  dignity  the  most  energetic  mea- 
sures of  repression  ag-airst  that  power.  But  in  short, 
f car  enfinj  sir,  it  is  time  to  come  to  an  explanation 
on  the  pretended  wrongs  of  France  towards  the 
United  States  and  at  least  oppose  to  them  the  inju- 
ries fles  offenses  J done  by  the  federal  government. 

However  severe  the  decree  of  Berlin  might  seem 
in  its  application  to  the  United  States,  it  was  de- 
monstrated that  its  consequences  would  be  ulti- 
mately fen  derniere  analyse J favorable  to  their 
commercial  pretensions,  since  its  object  was  to  reach 
f d’ateindrej  a power  who  had  proclaimed  its  con- 
tempt for  the  rights  of  nations : and  without  doubt 
the  Americans  were  the  people  the  most  interested 
in  the  success  of  that  political  act  . There  are  howe- 
ver American  merchants  who,  by  all  the  means  of 
the  most  shameful  deception,  have  endeavored  to 
elude  the  measures  of  France,  and  to  second  the 
efforts  of  the  common  enemy  to  escape  them,  and 
have  at  length  by  their  multiplied  and  proven  frauds, 
provoked  the  more  severe  dispositions  of  the  decree 
of  Milan.  Thus,  not  only  were  the  measures  of 
France  justified  as  measures  of  retaliation,  but  they 
were  indispensable  to  free  the  American  commerce 
from  the  yoke  which  Great  Britain  had  placed  on  it, 
to  cause  to  be  respected  in  future  the  flag  of  neu- 
trals, and  force  that  power  to  acknowledge  the  com- 
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non  right  of  nations  and  the  dominion  of  the  seas  ; 
and  the  confiscation,  the  sale,  and  the  burning  of 
some  American  merchant  vessels,  having  false  pa-i 
pers,  and  navigating  in  contefript  of  the  prohibitions 
of  their  own  government,  to  favor  the  enemies  of 
France,  have  been  legal  measures,  conformable  to 
the  rights  of  war,  and  which  the  force  of  circum- 
stances and  the  interest  of  all  imperiously  required. 
But  I appeal  to  you,  sir,  the  council  of  Washington, 
of  which  you  were  then  also  a member — lias  it  given 
all  the  necessary  attention  to  the  representations 
made  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Cliampagny  to  Mr. 
Armstrong,  as  well  as  to  those  which  T considered 
it  my  duty  to  address  to  the  secretary  of  state  ? Has 
it  been  possible  to  make  known  through  the  United 
States  all  the  advantages  which  the  American  peo- 
ple ought  to  find  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  de- 
signs of  France — to  discuss  its  projects  in  the  calm 
of  impartiality,  to  cause  the  voice  of  reason  and  of 
principles  to  be  heard,  when  the  declamations  of 
error  or  of  bad  faith,  (when  the  influence  of  prepos- 
sessions and  the  clamors  of  party  spirit  preserved 
their  empire  over  the  public  opinion,  or  rather  re- 
ceived a new  force  from  the  incertitude  f incertitude J 
or  the  silence  of  the  [former]  ancient  executive 
council?  That  disposition,  almost  general,  to  attri- 
bute (~ a suppossrj  wrongs  in  France,  by  way  of 
weakening  f pour  alteneurj  the  outrages  of  Eng- 
land— was  it  foreign  to  the  administration  of  which 
I speak  ? and  that  administration,  has  it  always  been 
willing  to  hear  me,  while  I made  it  perceive  the 
consequences  of  the  conduct  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  French  government  ? Was  this 
administration  convinced  that  all  governments  are 
not  disposed  to  forget  or  to  suffer  injuries  (fles  of- 
fenses J with  impunity  ? 

In  recalling  to  your  recollection,  sir,  the  wrongs 
of  the  federal  government  towards  France,  I only 
mention  notorious  acts,  which  my  former  correspon- 
dence has  established-— observing  to  you  at  the  same 
time  that  I understand  according  to  their  class  fje 
cnnpnvids  duns  leur  catliagorie J the  particular  of- 
fences of  your  citizens;  for  every  government  is 
bound  C est  soUdaire J in  regard  toother  powers  for 
the  acts  of  its  subjects  ; otherwise  it  would  not  be 
a government,  and  could  not  offer  either  security  or 
guarantee,  for,  the  execution  of  its  agreements. — 
Complaints  were  fora  long  time  made  to  the  United 
States  of  the  delays  which  some  American  citizens 
had  experienced  in  receiving  the  indemnities  which 
were  due  to  them,  and  of  which  the  reimbursement 
was  made  from  a part  of  the  funds  destined  for  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana ; but  the  affair  of  the  heirs 
of  Beaumarchais,  who  have  in  vain  claimed  for  28 
years  a debt  made  sacred  by  his  motives,  proven  to 
the  last  degree  of  evidence,  and  on  which  the  de- 
clared interest  of  the  French  government  does  not 
admit  of  a put  off— is  it  finished  ? 

Capt.  Mouessant,  the  bearer  of  a letter  of  marque, 
and  commandant  of  an  armed  schooner,  followed  an 
English  convoy,  and  was  on  the  point  of  taking  se- 
veral merchant  vessels,  when  two  American  armed 
brigs,  and  armed  to  protect  the  infamous  commerce 
with  St.  Domingo,  attacked  him  under  the  English 
flag,  and  not  only  added  treachery  to  superiority  of 
force  to  giet  possession  of  the  vessel  of  Mouessant, 
but  after  having  pillaged  it,  massacred  a part  of  the 
crew  an  hour  after  they  had  struck — and  this  crime, 
which  remains  unpunished,  is  so  much  the  less  for- 
gotten, as  captain  Mouessant  never  let  go  (~  quitte J 
his  flag. 

But  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  relate  to  you  all  the 
particular  acts  in  relation  solely  to  French  citizens  ; 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  every 
where,  where  there  are  Frenchmen  (I  don’t  speak  of 


the  small  number  who  have  abjured  their  country} 
these  Frenchmen  will  be  every  where  assured  f as - 
suries J of  obtaining-  indemnity  for  the  damage  done 
to  their  persons  or  to  their  property. 

There  are  other  grievances  f griefs J vet  more  se- 
rious, and  from  which  France  has  a right  to  believe 
that  the  United  States  has  a project  of  giving  her 
inquietude  for  her  distant  possessions,  and  for  those 
of  her  allies.  This  has  reference  to  the  free  com- 
merce between  the  Americans  and  the  revolted 
blacks  of  St.  Domingo,  the  affair  of  Miranda,  and 
to  the  meditated  attack  on  Spaniards  on  the  Sabine 
— an  enterprise  which  would  not  have  been  given  up 
C a echoue J but  for  the  necessity  under  which 
your  government  found  itself  of  causing  its  troops 
to  fall  back  to  guard  New-Orieans  against  an  inva- 
sion by  internal  enemies. 

I was-  far  from  thinking,  sir,  that  the  offence 
fscand'de J of  the  commerce  With  the  slaves  in  the 
revolted  part  of  St.  Domingo.  The  law  of  the  em- 
bargo confirming  the- prohibitory  law  passed  by  con- 
gress in  1806 — 1 could  not  presume  that  the  embar- 
go would  be  raised,  anil  that  the  law  against  this 
commerce  would  not  be  continued.  What,  sir,  the 
intercourse  is  prohibited  between  the  United  States 
and  all  the  dependencies  of  the  empire,  under  cir- 
cumstances when  the  commercial  regulations  would 
be  the  most  advantageous  to  the  two  states,  and  you 
tolerate  them  only  with  that  one  of  our  possessions, 
where  v/e  have  the  greatest  interest  to  proscribe 
them!  and  it  is  to  be -remarked,  that  it  is  always 
[moreover]  when  France  has  to  combat  new  coali- 
tions on  the  other  continent,  that  it  would  seem  that  ■ 
efforts  are  made  to  form  enterprizes  against  its  pos- 
sessions, or  those  of  its  allies  in  this  one.  It.  is  also 
proper  to  place  among  the  number  of  grievances 
with  which  France  has  to  charge  the  United  States, 
the  want  of  opposition,  or  rather,  the  useless  oppo- 
sition, which  the  federal  government  has  made  to 
the  impressment  of  its  sailors,  seized  in  contempt 
of  its  flag,  and  with  whom  the  English  arm  their 
vessels  against  us.  I have  often,  sir,  and  often  in 
vain,  protested  against  this  outrage  of  Great  Britain 
towards  your  government,  and  which  has  become  a 
serious  injury  (offence)  on  the  part  of  your  govern- 
ment towards  France.  You  furnish  personal  aid 
C sec  ours  personnels _)  to  our  enemies.  What  could 
you  do  more  if  you  were  at  war  with  us  ? Without 
doubt,  it  will  not  escape  the  present  executive,  that 
an  amendment  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  render 
uniform  the  treatment  which  our  sailors  and  soldiers 
meet  with  in  this  country,  and  that  which  your  sail- 
ors and  soldiers  meet  with  in  France. 

I have  not  suffered  my  court  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
abuses,  without  number,  and  extremely  prejudicial 
to  its  interests,  daily  resulting  from  a want  of  a po- 
lice in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  this  affair. — 
I am  very  far,  sir,  from  charging  your  government 
with  the  means,  the  most  shameful,  or  seduction, 
which  are  employed  to  induce  our  sailors  and  our 
soldiers  to  desert,  but  has  it  done  all  that  it  ought 
to  have  done  to  prevent  it  ? and  that  extreme  facility 
with  which  when  they  wish  it  f an  besoin J me  A 
drawn  off  from  their  country  and  their  sovereign  are 
naturalized,  does  it  accord  with  the  incontestible 
right  of  governments  to  recover  even  without  de- 
manding them,  their  subjects  whom  artifice  or  force 
has  drawn  off  from  their  service  ; and  France,  sir, 
has  it  not  given  on  this  subject,  as  on  many  others, 
an  example  of  the  reciprocal  respect  which  govern- 
ments owe  to  each  other,  and  which  they  observe  in 
Europe  even  in  the  midst  of  the  horrors  of  war  ? 
and  have  I not  already  warned  the  executive  council 
to.  put  an  end  to  these  abuses  ? Have  i not  warned 
them  that  the,  indemnity  due  for  the  loss  of  the 
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French  ship  the  Impetuous,  burnt  by  the  enemy  with, 
in  a cable’s  length  of  your  coast,  ought  to  be  decreed 
C statute J and  paid  without  delay — and  the  subter- 
i'ugues,  (permit  me  to  use  the  expression,  I know 
no  other  to  convey  my  idea)  and  the  subterfuges,  1 
say,  which  have  been  employed  to  delay  ( ajourner  J 
that  indemnity,  have  made  of  that  act  of  violence 
on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  a direct  offence  of  the 
United  States  against  France.  What  more  could 
von  do,  what  more  could  you  leave  undone,  sir,  if 
you  had  a treaty  of  alliance  with  our  enemies  ? 

You  will  find  it  convenient,  sir,  that  I abridge  the 
enumeration  of  all  the  subjects  of  complaint,  which 
the  federal  government  has  given  to  France  since  my 
residence  in  the  United  States,  and  that  I refer  to 
my  correspondence  with  the  department  of  state. 

I confine  myself  here  to  calling  the  attention,  and 
the  attention  the  most  serious,  of  the  executive 
council,  to  another  grievance  of  the  most  serious 
kind-— I know  not  what  would  more  sensibly  offend 
f Qjensorj  the  French  empire. 

I commence,  sir,  by  agreeing,  that  no  government 
has  a right  to  interfere  with  the  particular  or  muni- 
cipal laws  of  other  countries,  because  it  is  supposed 
with  reason  that  every  government  will  so  far  res- 
pect itself,  as  to  circumscribe  the  effect  of  these 
local  institutions,  and  to  stop  the  licentiousness 
which  the  feebleness  of  laws  always  gives  birth  to, 
and  the  digressions  f lesecarts J of  which  may  offend 
foreign  powers.  Can  one  suppose  that  it  was  easy 
to  avoid  the  just  reproaches  of  sovereigns  for  offen- 
ces of  this  kind,  where  the  weakness  fla  vice J of 
the  institutions,  and  the  want  of  action  or  of  power 
in  the  depositaries  of  political  authority,  render  use- 
less a trial  of  the  means  of  repression  ? You  have 
foreseen,  sir,  that  I am  about  to  address  you  on  . the 
the  indefinite  liberty  of  saying  every  thing,  of  writ- 
ing every  thing,  and  of  printing  every  thing. 

1 am  very  far  from  believing  that  the  excesses  of 
your  press  have  occupied  for  an  instant,  the  thoughts 
of  the  emperor  and  king  my  master — but  as  it  res- 
pects this  subject  f a cet  egard J 1 am  here  as  the 
organ  of  the  whole  French  empire,  and,  if  I do  not 
see  without  pain,  the  ravages  f ravages  J which  the 
delirium  of  the  insolence  of  the  greater  part  of  your 
periodical  writers  occasions  amongst  yourselves,  you 
will  judge  that  I do  not  hear  without  indignation  all 
that  people  permit  themselves  to  say  or  to  write 
against  France,  her  institutions,  and  the  sacred  per- 
son of  her  august  representative. 

You  will  see,  sir,  that  on  this  subject,  as  on  all 
ethers,  the  redress  of  grievances  is  an  indispensable 
pre-requisite  to  the  formation  of  a new  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

It  was  sufficiently  painful  to  me  to  address  you 
('entretenirj  on  the  complaints  of  France  against 
the  United  States,  without  laying  them  open  to  you, 
iii  the  form  of  an  official  note.  I have  thought  that 
a simple  letter,  the  tone  of  which  would  approach 
nearer  to  that  of  our  conferences,  would  produce 
the  same  effect  with  you,  sir,  whose  liberal  princi- 
ples and  loyal  character  are  known  to  me.  I have 
thought  that  you  would  be  afflicted,  as  I am,  at  the 
obstacles finlraves J which  the  preceding  adminis- 
tration has  been  able  to  place  in  the  way  of  a hearty 
reconciliation  fa  un  vaprochmeut  plus  in  time J be- 
twfeen  our  governments,  and  which  their  mutual  in- 
terest renders  more  necessary  than  ever. 

I have  thought,  also,  that  I could  even  on  a sub- 
ject go  serious,  f grave J and  without  deviating 
from,  or  with  propriety  f sans  blemer  les  convenan- 
cesJ adopt  a mode  of  communication  more  anala- 
gous  to  t«e  conformity  of  our  views  and  our  efforts 
to  maintain  harmony  between  France  and  the  United 
States  j and  have  found  here,  too,  the  satisfaction. 


of  being  able  to  offer  to  your  sentiments  a new  tri- 
bute of  respect. 

Receive,  sir,  the  homage  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

(Signed)  TURREAU. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Federal  Republican. 

Your  last  paper  has  been  shown  to  me,  in  which 
you  state  that  you  have  in  my  hand  writing  the 
translation  of  the  letter  from  general  Turreau  to 
Mr.  Smith,  published  in  your  preceding  number. — 
As  I believe  that  some  person  has  intended  to  prac- 
tice a fraud  upon  the  public  by  means  of  that  letter, 
and,  if  I am  silent  after  my  name  has  been  mention- 
ed, that  I may  be  considered  a party  to  it,  or  other- 
wise be  exposed  to  unjust  imputations,  I think  it 
proper  to  say,  that  no  such  letter  as  you  have  pub- 
lished is  in  the  department  of  state,  or  ever  was 
there,  to  my  knowledge,  unless  it  is  a letter  with- 
drawn by  general  Turreau,  of  which  I remember  to 
have  made  a translation  for  Mr.  Smith,  as  he  did 
not  read  French  himself.  This  letter  was  consider- 
ed so  exceptionable,  that  general  Turreau  was,  as 
I understood  from  Mr.  Smith,  compelled  to  with- 
draw it,  or  to  subject  himself  to  consequences  more 
unpleasant.  The  translation  of  this  letter  I gave  to 
Mr.  Smith  ; what  he  did  with  it  I know  not ; but  if 
the  paper  you  have  is  in  my  hand-writing,  I do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  it  is  the  translation  of  the  letter 
withdrawn  ; for  I know  that  with  the  exception  of 
that  letter,  I never  have  translated  one  from  general 
Turreau  to  Mr.  Smith  bearing  the  slightest  resem- 
blance to  the  one  you  have  published. 

My  only  object  in  sending  you  this  statement,  is 
y®u  should  publish  it,  that  those  of  your  readers 
who  have  seen  my  name  introduced  into  your  co- 
lumns to  give  authenticity  to  what  you  consider  an 
official  paper,  should  know  the  facts  here  stated. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 
Washington,  31$?  August,  1813. 


Stamp  Duties. 

Treasury  Department,  Revenue  Office,  Aug.  20, 1813. 

PUBLIC  NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  congress,  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled  “An 
act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers  and  certain  compa- 
nies, and  on  the  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,”  that  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December  next,  there  will  be  levied,  col- 
lected and  paid,  throughout  the  United  States,  the  several  stamp 
duties  following,  viz. 

For  every  skin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  sheet  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  any  or  either  of 
the  instruments  of  writing  following,  viz  : 

On  any  promisot'y  note  or  notes  payable  either  to  bearer  or  order, 

, issued  by  any  of  the  banks  or  companies  who  issue  and  discount 
notes,  bonds  or  obligations,  either  incorporated  or  not  incorporated, 
which  now  are  or  may  hereafter'  be  established  in  the  U nit(d  States, 
or  by  any  batik  or  bankers  (in  case  such  a company,  banker  or  bank- 
ers, shall  not  agree  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  an  annual 
composition,  in  heu  of  such  duties,  of  one  and  an  half  per  centum 
on  the  amount,  of  their  annual  dividends)  according  t»  the  follow- 
ing scale,  viz: 

If  nqt  exceeding  one  dollar,  one  cent. 

If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exceeding  two  dollars,  two  cents. 

It  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars,  three  cents. 

If  above  three  and  riot  exceeding  five  dollars,  five  cents. 

If  above  five  and  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  ten  cents. 

If  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  twenty  cents. 

If  above  twenty  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  fifty  cents. 

If  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dqllars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
five  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
ten  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 

On  any  bond,  obligation  or  promts  or  y note  or  notes  not  issued  by 
any  bank,  company  or  banker  as  aforesaid,  discounted  by  any  such 
bank,  companies  or  banker,  and  on  any  foreign  or  inland  bills  of  ex- 
change above  fifty  dollars , and  having  one  or  mere  endorsers,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  scale, viz: 

If  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  five  cents. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  200  dollars,  ten  cents. 

If  above  two  hundred  and  not  exceeding  500  dol.  twenty-five  cts. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars,  fifty  cents. 

If  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  1,500  dol.  75  cents. 
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ff  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exceeding  2,000  dol.  one  doi. 

If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lari,  one  dollar  ami  fifty  cents. 

If  above  three  thousand  and  not  exceeding  4,000  dol.  two  dol. 

If  above  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

ii  above  five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars, three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

If'aboVe  seven  thousand  and  not  exceeding  8,000  dol.  four  dol. 

Ii  above  eight  thousanu  dollars,  five  dollars. 

All  which  said  stamps  have;  for  their  legend  the  duty  as  above 
epcuiUed,  with  the  device  of  an  eagle  bearing  a shield. 

All  treasury  and  other  notes,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  drafts  or  bills  drawn 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  or  cheeks  payable  at  sight 
upon  any  bank,  company  or  banker,  are  exempted  from  duty  and 
are  not  required  to  be  stamped ; and  no  duty  is  charged  on  a se- 
cond or  other  copy  of  a set  of  exchange. 

When  any  person  shall  deposit  any  vellum,  parchment  or  paper, 
at  tile  office  of  a collector,  accompanying  tiie  same  with  a list 
specifying  the  number  and  denomination  of  the  stamps  which  an 
to  be  thereto  affixed,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  where 


such  paper,  parchment  and  vellum  will  be  properly  marked  or 
stamped,  and  forthwith  sent  back  to  the  collector,  who  will  deliver 
the  same,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  person  from  whom  it  was 
received. 

Stamps  on  paper  will  be  transmitted  from  this  officer  to  the  col- 
lectors, w ho  will  deliver  the  same,  ou  the  payment  of  the  duty,  to 
the  person  applying  thereon.  Incase  of  stamps  required  on  vel- 
lum or  parchment,  the  vellum  or  parchment  must  invariably  be 
transmitted,  through  a coll;  ctor,  to  this  office,  whence  it  will  be  re- 
turned stamped  to  the  collector,  subject  on  the  payment  of  the 
duty,  to  th<-  order  of  the  person  from  whom  it  was  received. 

Any  person,  other  than  an  officer  employed  in  collecting  the  re- 
venue of  the  United  States,  who  shall  apply  to  a collector  at  his 
office  for  the  purchase  at  one  time  of  a quantity  of  stamped  vellum, 
parchment  or  paper,  the  duties  on  which  shali  amount  to  ten  dol- 
lars or  upwards,  shall  receive  from  him  such  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment  or  paper,  on  said  person’s  paying  down  the  amount  of 
said  duties,  after  deducting  therefrom  seven  and  one  half  per  cen- 
tum thereon. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Washington,  the  day  and  year  above- 
mentioned  SAMUEL  H.  SMITH. 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue . 


Prices  Current. 

We  have  spared  no  pains  to  fill  up  the  following  table ; but  had  not  the  power  to  render  it  more 
complete  than  it  is.  At  Boston,  Neio-York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  the  “ prices  current”  are  regu- 
larly published.  The  other  items  were  furnished  from  the  private  correspondence  of  several  merchants. 
The  present  contrast  of  the  value  of  commodities  is  curious;  and  the  whole  is  interesting  to  the  history 
of  the  United  States. 


| ARTICLES. 
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Per. 

At  Boston,  Au- 
gust 23,  1813. 

c % 

w ^ 
G> 

s| 

[At  Philadelphia, 
August  30, 1813, 

At  Baltimore, 
Sept.  4,  1813. 

At  Norfolk, 
Sept  1,  1813. 

At  Richmond, 
Aug.  31,  1813.  | 

j»  >v 

% 
C cr. 

£•  o 
CbP 

At  Wilmington, 
N.  C.  Aug.  14. 

At  Savannah, 
Aug.  13,  1813. 

\t  New-Orleans 
Aug.  9,  1813. 

| ' , 

$ Cts. 

$ .Cts 

$ Cts. 

$ Cts. 

. $ Cts. 

$ Cts. 

$ Cts. 

& Of. 

CtS. 

$ Cts. 

(Ashes, pot,  1st  sort 

ton 

112  50 

110  00 

Beef,  mess,  2001bs. 

bbl. 

11  75 

10  50 

15  50 

13  75 

! Coffee,  best  W.  I. 

lb. 

21 

21 

23 

25 

25 

19 

Cotton,  N.  Orleans 

23 

21 

21 

20 

94 

Sea  Island 

29 

32 

30 

19 

r no 

Upland 

20 

19 

18 

174 

9 

C sales 

Flour,  superfine 

bbl. 

11  87 

8 50 

7 50 

6 00 

4 50 

*4  00 

10  25 

9 25 

*p.  CTVt. 

Grain,  Wheat 

bush. 

none. 

1 64 

1 25 

1 22 

1 05 

1 05 

Rye 

1 73 

1 03 

85 

72 

Indian  Com 

1 67 

1 03 

65 

53 

50 

82 

1 00 

50 

Hemp,  Am. 

ton 

none.  • 

300  00 

300  00 

140  0G 

160  00 

140  00 

Iron,  bar—Am. 

none. 

105  00 

107  00 

112  00 

Swedish 

103  00 

135  00 

115  00 

120  00 

Lead,  pig 

CTVt. 

11  25 

15  00 

14  50 

14  00 

7 25 

Molasses, 

gall. 

84 

94 

1 10 

1 15 

Naval  stores,  tar 

bbl. 

3 50 

3 50 

4 25 

3 70 

1 05 

turpentine,  soft 

3 50 

4 25 

none. 

2 12 

2 12 

rosin, 

3 25 

4 50 

4 00 

2 50 

1 06 

Oil,  whale,  common 

gall. 

75 

90 

85 

90 

Spermaceti 

1 30 

1 40 

1 40 

1 50 

Liver 

bbl. 

none. 

33  00 

33  50 

Pork,  best 

27  00 

21  50 

17  50 

21  00 

Plaister  of  Paris 

ton 

12  50 

20  00 

27  75 

Rice 

CTVt. 

8 00 

9 00 

12  00 

3 00 

4 50 

3 00 

Spirits,  Fr.  Brandy 

gall. 

2 37 

1 87 

2 20 

3 25 

Jamaica 

1 60 

1 70 

1 47 

1 62 

3 00 

N.  England 

94 

1 07 

1 00 

1 00 

Rye  whiskey 

71 

62 

70 

80 

72 

65 

Sugar,  best  brown 

CTVt. 

18  75 

21  50 

22  00 

26  50 

24  00 

24  00 

20  00 

9 00 

Salt,  St.  Ubes 

bush. 

62£ 

65 

1 10 

1 25 

Shot  i 

CTVt. 

14  50 

18  50 

16  00 

19  50 

Teas,  Hyson 

lb. 

1 75 

1 70 

1 72 

1 95 

1 95 

3 00 

Tobacco,  best  J R. 

CTVt. 

9 00 

10  00 

8 00 

8 00 

5 00 

4 50 

5 25 

Wine,  Madeira 

gall. 

2 75 

3 25 

3 50 

3 75 

Price  of  Stocks—  U.  S.  6 per  cent.  At  Boston , Aug.  23,  1813,  $90.25;  at  JVeiv-York,  Aug.  28,  1813 
$90.25;  at  Philadelphia , Aug.  30,  1813,  $92.00  ; at  Baltimore,  Sept.  4,  1813,  $92.00. 

3 per  cent,  at  Boston,  Aug.  23,  1813,  $53.00 ; at  New- York,  Aug.  28,  1813,  $53.50  ; at  Philadelphia , 
Aug.  30,  1813,  $53,00;  at  Baltimore,  Sept.  4,  1813,  $53.50. 

Exchange  on  London— At  Boston,  Aug.  23,  1813,  $84.50;  at  Neiv-York,  Aug.  28,  1813,  $86.50;  at 
Philadelphia,  Aug.  30,  1813,  $83-00  ; at  Baltimore,  Sept.  4,  1813,  $85.00  per  cent. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  mortal  remains  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow  ar- 
rived at  New- York  by  land,  on  the  13th  inst.  without 
the  “ magnanimous*'  permission  of  the  British  offi- 
cer off  New-London,  to  bring  them  by  water.  They 
were  delivered  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Alert, 
until  the  committee,  of  the  corporation  of  the  city 
bad  arranged  the  ceremonies  with  which  they 
should  be  finally  interred.  On  the  day  of  their  arrival 
the  flags  of  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  were  at 
half-mast. 

A Boston  paper  says,  it  has  “the  pleasure  to  state,” 
that  captain  Other,  finally  acceded  to  the  request 
of  Decatur  for  the  passage  of  the  Henry  to  New 
York,  with  the  remains  of  Lawrence  and' Ludlow. 

The  Greek  ship  Jerusalem,  of  7 or  800  tons,  from 
Havanna,  for  Boston,  laden  with  sugar,  has  been 
captured  by  the  British  and  sent  to  Halifax.  She  is 
said  to  be  detained  in  consequence  of  having  some 
pig,  copper  on  board. 

The  London  papers  say  that  admiral  Warren  is 
recalled,  to  be  replaced  by  lord  Keith — The  causes 
assigned  are  the  second  escape  of  commodore  Rodg- 
ers, and  the  permission  given  by  him  to  the  Ameri- 
’can  negociators  to  sail  to  Russia. 

The  London  Star,  of  July  8,  says — “TheAmeri 


stores  necessary  for  the  crew,)  being  reputed  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  an  enemy’s  country,  wilt 
not  be  admitted.  They  must  provisionally  be  se- 
questered and  a report  made  forthwith  to  the  direc- 
tor general,  with  particular  remarks,  as  well  as  the 
motives  set  forth  by  the  master  in  support  of  his  an- 
swers on  his  examinntion  ; in  order  that  the  minis- 
ter of  commerce,  to  whom  the  whole  will  be  refer- 
red, may  ultimately  pronounce. 

MILITARY. 

A Cincinnati  paper  of  Sept.  4,  saysj  “ during  the 
present  week  about  4000  Kentucky"  volunteers  pas- 
sed through  this  town  on  their  way  to  the  N.  W. 
army.”  They  were  in  high  spirits,  and  commanded 
by  the  venerable  Shelby.  Some  companies  have  also 
passed  through  Chilicothe. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  most  of  our  readers  that 
the  state  of  North  Carolina , long  since,  directed  a 
sword  to  be  presented  to  “col.  Isaac  Shelby ,”  (now 
governor  of  Kentucky,)  for  his  gallant  conduct  at 
Kings  mountain ,in  the  revolutionary  war.  This  sword, 
of  exquisite  and  costly  workmanship,  was  presented 
as  the  venerable  warrior  when  preparing  to  set  out 
for  the  N.  W.  frontier. — A happy  time ! — May  glory- 
light  upon  it! 

Seven  pieces  of  cannon,  with  28  ammunition  and 
baggage  waggons,  passed  through  Troy  (N.  Y.)  on 
the  6th  inst.  for  Burlington. 

We  have  cheering  accounts  from  that  part  of  the 
forces  of  the  U.  S.  committed  to  the  charge  of  majj. 
gen.  Hampton , at  Burlington.  He  has  done  much  to 


can  envoys  have  arrived  at  Copenhagen  to  excite  - them  for  the  time  that  is  at  hand.  The 

new  animosities  against  Great  Britain  and  the  cause 
of  Europe. 

We  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with  any  prospect  of 
peace  from  them,  since  they  have  commenced  their 
diplomatic  tour  by  a visit  to  Copenhagen.” 

French  decree  of  the  11th  April , 1813. 

The  vessels  captured  by  the  American  privateers 
will  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  France. 

The  administration  of  the  prizes  and  the  proceed- 
ings for  condemnation  are  to  be  made  by  the  consuls 
of  the  United  States.* 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  prizes,  the  car" 
goes  will  be  lodged  in  the  government  warehouse 
(Entrepot  Reel). 

All  the  goods  and  merchandize  of  the  same  de- 
scription with  those  admitted  to  an  entry  when  cap- 
tured by  French  privateers,  will  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vilege. 

Those  prohibited  must  remain  in  the  government 
store  till  re-exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  goods  and  merchandise  on  board  the  priva- 
teers, will  not  be  admitted. 


Circular  letter  of  26th  April  of  the  directors  general  oj 
the  customs,  commenting  on  the  above  decision. 

From  the  preceding  dispositions,  the  prizes  made 
by  the  American  privateers  are  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  as  those  made  by  our  own,  with  respect 
to  such  goods  as  are  admitted  to  an  entry.  Those 
prohibited,  instead  of  being  burnt  or  destroyed, 
will  be  kept  in  the  government  warehouse,  to  be  re- 
exported to  the  United  States. 

That  destination  being  exclusively  assigned, 
bonds,  or  acquits  a caution,  must  be  given,  and 
which  can  only  be  cancelled  on  producing  the  cer- 
tificate of  landing  in  the  United  States,  signed  by 
the  French  consul. 

Colonial  produce  or  other  goods  that  may  happen 
to  be  on  board  the  American  privateers  (except  the 

* This  provision  merely  alludes  to  the  proceedings 
for  condemnation,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the 
agency  of  the  merchant  consignee. 


English  emissaries,  to  discourage  enlistments  and 
break  down  the  spirit  of  the  people,  have  done  much, 
in  the  papers , to  kill  off  his  troops,  by  disease.  Se- 
veral officers  have  taken  the  trouble  to  tell  these 
folks  that  they  lied — it  is  an.  useless  waste  of  breath 
to  correct  the  knaves  ; for  if  driven  from  one  theme 
they  have  only  to  fasten  on  another. 

Two  soldiers  were  lately  shqt  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
One  for  desertion,  the  other  for  sleeping  on  his  post. 
Three  others  sentenced  to  the  same  punishment  were 
pardoned. 

Northern  army  and  Ontario  feet.—  Commodore 
Channcey  sailed  from  Sackett’s  Harbor  on  the  28th 
ult.  with  all  his  squadron  for  a cruize,  that  it.  was 
thought  would  be  decisive.  Letters  of  the  7th  inst. 
from  fort  George  state  the  British  fleet  was  then  in 
sight,  and  that  our  commodore  was  weighing  an- 
chor to  go  and  meet  them.  Gen.  Wilkinson  arrived 
at  fort  George  on  the  7th  or  8th  inst.  Gen.  Lewis  has 
retired  to  his  seat  at  Strasburg,  “ for  the  benefit  of 
his  health.”  The  Mary,  a private  vessel,  laden  with 
199  barrels  of  flour  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
has  been  captured  by  the  enemy.  One  account  says 
that  sir  George  Prevost  has  gone  towards  fort  George 
with  nearly  his  whole  force,  while  another  would 
make  us  believe  that  he  was  strengthening  himself 
at  Kingston , in  expectation  of  an  attack  : we  think 
the  latter  is  the  most  probable.  It  is  positively 
stated  that  Yeo  has  32  guns  more  than  Chauncey — • 
yet  our  brave  fellows  are  very  sanguine  of  success. 
By  what  we  learn  from  Burlington , an  important 
movement  may  be  immediately,  expected.  Indeed 
the  time  seems  big  with  events,  and  we  are  on  the 
stretch  for  news  from  all  quarters. 

N.  W.  army.— We  have  so  often,  (perhaps  impru- 
dently) expressed  an  idea  that  Harrison  was  about 
to  act  offensively,  and  clear  the  N.  W.  frontier  of 
the  allied  barbarians,  that  we  ghall  say  nothing  more 
on  the  prospects  of  this  portion  of  the  national  force. 
But  this  we  believe,  that  Shelby  will  not  permit  it  to 
be  idle  much  longer. 

It  is  intimated,  that  nearly  all  the  Ohio  militia 
have  been  ordered  home  by  the  commanding  gene- 
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ral.  The  patriotism  and  patience  of  this  invaluable 
people  have  been  severely  tested,  on  several  morti- 
fying occasions ; and  we  fear,  if  a reverse  should 
take  place,  they  may  not  be  calculated  upon  here- 
after, except  under  their  own  leaders,  for  the  imme- 
diate defence  of  their  state. 

A letter  from  Seneca,  of  August  27,  states,  that 
the  Queen  Charlotte  has  been  sometime  at  Malden , 
repairing  very  considerable  damages  she  received 
by  some  shots  from  the  battery  of  Erie.  Another  of 
the  3.0th,  states,  that  Perry's  tiotilla,  after  having 
visited  the  enemy’s  fleet,  lying  under  the  guns  of 
Malden , returned  to  Sandusky.  When  our  vessels 
neared  that -place,  the  utmost  alarm  prevailed,  and 
the  women  and  children  were  seen  running  and 
sic  ream  i ig  in  every  direction.  The  savages  looked  on 
with  astonishment,  and  much  desired  their  allies  to 
go  out  and  fight  us;  but  they  would  not.  Perry 
sailed  again  on  the  31st  prepared,  from  his  previous 
observations,  to  attack  the  enemy. 

Our  last  date  from  the  i<,rmy  is  of  the  2J  inst. — 
when  it  seemed  as  if  great  preparations  were  making 
for  a speedy  embarkation,  and  an  attack  on  the  allied 
forces  in  several  ways. 

We  have  much  matter  respecting  the  arrest  of 
m jor  (now  Keutenant-colonel)  Croghan,  by  general 
Harrison  anterior  to  the  affair  at  Sandusky , though 
his  sword  and  the  command  were  restored  to  him, 
before  he  had  covered  himself  with  glory.  Lieut-. 
Col.  Croghan acquits  and  fully  justifies  his  general 
—here,  we  think,  the  matter  should  have  stopped  ; 
hut  the  field  officers  of  the  N.  W.  army  have  also 
made  a publication  about  it.  When  room  is  allowed, 
these  things  shall  be  inserted  for  record. 


They  request  major  Croghan,  to  present  their  en- 
tire approbation  and  thanks  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  his  heroic  little  band,  for  the  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  they  seconded  his  views,  and  maintain- 
ed the  unequal  conflict. 

That  Heaven  may  prosper  you,  sir,  in  your  fu- 
ture military  career,  they  earnestly  pray. 

We  are,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Chilicothe, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

SAMUEL  FINLEY, 

JOSEPH  WHEATON,  Capt. 

A.  D.  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Major  George  Croghan. 

ANSWER. 

Lower  Sandusky,  25th  August  1813. 

Lames  or  Chilicothe 1 have  received  the 

SWORD  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  present 
to  me,  as  a testimonial  of  your  approbation  of  my 
conduct  on  the  2nd  inst.  A mark  of  distinction  so 
'flattering  and  so  unexpected,  has  excited  feelings 
which  I cannot  express. 

Yet  while  I return  you  thanks  for  the  unmerited 
gift  you  have  thus  bestowed,  I feel  well  aware,  that 
my  good  fortune  (which  was  bought  by  the  activity 
of  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  under  my  com- 
mand) has  raised  in  you  expectations  from  my  future 
efforts,  which  must,  1 fear,  be  sooner  or  later  disap- 
pointed. 

Still  I pledge  myself,  (even  though  fortune  should 
not  be  again  propitious)  tha?  my  exertions  shall  be 
such  as  never  to  cause, you  in  the  least  to  regret  the 
honors  you  1 lave  been  pleased  to  confer  on  vour 
« youthful  soldier.”  G.  CROGHAN. 


Chilicothe,  August  13,  1813. 

Sii — In  consequence  of  the  gallant  defence  winch 
under  the  influence  of  Divine  Providence,  was  effect-! 
ed  by  you,  and  the  troops  under  your  command,  of 
Fort  Stephenson,  at  Lower  Sandusky,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2nd  inst. — the  ladies  of  the  town  of  Chi- 
iicothe,  whose  names  are  undersigned,  impressed 
with  a high  sense  of  your  merits  as  a soldier  and  a 
gentleman,  and  with  great  confidence  in  your  patri- 
otism and  valor,  present  you  with  a SWORD. 

Major  George  Croghan. 

Mary  Finley,  Mary  Sterret,  Ann  Creighton,  Eli' 
za  Creighton,  Eleanor  Lamb,  Nancy  Waddle,  Eliza 
Carlisle,  Mary  A.  Southward,  Susan  D.  Wheaton 
C Washington  City J Richamah  Irwin,  Judith  Dela- 
no, Margaret  M‘Lanburg,  Margaret  Miller,  Eliza- 
beth Martin,  Nancy  M‘ Arthur,  Jane  M‘Coy,  Lavi- 
nia  Fulton,  Catharine  Fullerton,  Rebecca  M.  Orr, 
Susan  Walker,  Ann  M.  Dunn,  Margaret  Keys,  Char- 
lotte James,  Esther  Doolittle,  Eleanor  Buchannan, 
Margaret  MfFarland,  Deborah  Ferree,  'Jane  M. 
Evans,  Frances  Brush,  Mary  Curtis,  Mary  P. 
Brown,  Jane  Hevlin,  Nancy  Kerr,  Catharine  Hough, 
Eleanor  Worthington,  Martha  Scott,  Sally  M‘Lene. 

Chilicothe,  August  14,  1813. 

Sir — As  agents  to  carry  into  effect  the  pleasure  of 
the  ladies  of  Chilicothe,  we  herewith  transmit  you, 
by  express,  a SWORD  which  they  beg  you  to  receive 
from  them,  as  a testimonial  of  the  high  sense  they 
entertain  ‘of  your  military  talents,  as  displayed  in 
their  defence  against  the  enemies  of  our  country,  on 
the  2nd  inst.  in  the  memorable  defence  of  Fort  Ste- 
phenson, and  in  the  signal  defeat  of  the  combined 
British  forces  and  their  Indian  allies  before  that 
place.  They  commit  the  surety  of  their  respect  to 
their  youthful  soldier,  believing  it  will  be  more 
acceptable  to  him  than  any  other  they  could  present, 
and  in  full  confidence  that  he  will  never  use  it  un- 
worthy the  high  character  he  has  attained. 


Lower  Sandusky , 25th,  Aug.  1813. 

Messrs.  Finley  and  Wheaton  : 

Gentlemen — The  sword  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  forward  me  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Chi- 
1; co the,  has  been  delivered.  The  only  return  I can 
make  to  you  and  them,  for  so  distinguished  a mark 
of  your  favor,  is  a promise  to  use  my  best  exertions 
to  become  worthy  of  it.  G.  CROGHAN. 

THE  CREEKS,  some  weeks  since,  cm  off  the  cnymninicMlon 
between  St.  Stephens  and  Georg  ia,  and  tin#  mails  foi^. Louisiana, 
we  believe,  are  now  sent  by  the  way  of  Fort  Adams.  A skirmish 
between  a body  of  the  “ patriotic  ailii  s”  and  a party  of  the  militia 
took  place  as  the  former  were  returning  from  Pensacola  with  a 
supply  of  military  stores,  with  a view  to  seize  them.  The  militia 
partially  effected  their*  object,  yet  were  compelled  to  retreat  with 
the  loss  of  two  killed.  But,  we  apprehend,  this  unpleasant  busi- 
ness will  speedily  be  settled.  Anxious  to  spare  this  deluded  people, 
the  government  and  its  agents  have  stayed  the  avenging  arm  .un- 
til forbearance  was  alinosta  crime;  and  the  force  that  has  been 
detached  for  the  purpose  will  immediately  command  the  11  war  par- 
ty” to  keep  the  peace.  Indeed,  is  lias  been  reported  in  Georgia, 
that  alarmed  at  the  preparations  made,  they  were  about  to  submit* 

It  is.  a curious  political  remark,  as  adapted  to  the 
parties  of  the  United  States,  that  the  “peace  party ” 
of  the  Creeks  are  on  the  best  terms  with  our  admin- 
istration. And,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  this 
race  of  aboriginals  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost 
gentleness  and  generosity.  They  have  no  possible 
cause  of  complaint,  (nor  do  they  aliedge  any)  against 
us.  But  the  “ever  wretchful  influence  of  Britain ” is 
among  them  ; and  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  deluded 
creatures  must  pay  the  forfeit  of  her  crimes.  Such 
is  the  spirit  of  the  government  of  England — nor  does, 
it  care  if  a whole  people  be  exterminated,  provid- 
ed her  purpose  is  effected-.  Wading  to  its  arm-pits 
in  blood,  the  poor  Creeks  will  add  but  little  to  the 
crimson  delude  that  wastes  the  world.  She  counts 
the  cost  of  lives  by  the  entries  on  the  books  of  her 
custom  houses — the  virtue  of  her  government  is  in 
the  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  of  the  pensions  and 
revenues  of  those  that  administer  it ; and  instead  of 
the  “shield”  she  has  become  the  curse  of  humanity, 
prowling  through  all  nations  and  crying  “let  busod!’ 
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NAVAL. 

There  were  about  eighty  American  prisoners  at 
Gibraltar,  on  the  1st  of  June.  The  greater  part  of 
them  are  impressed  seamen  ; who,  by  a physical  re- 
surrection, were  restored  to  their  rights  as  Ameri- 
cans, being  given  up  by  the  ships  of  war,  or  “ float- 
ing hells,”  on  that  station.  If  this  outrage  on  all 
that  is  honorable  and  just,  in  making  prisoners  of 
those  that  violently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
in  time  of  peace,  is  persevered  in ; and  the  Brit  ish 
shall  discharge  all  such  in  their  navy,  the  **  well 
inclined ” may  boast  that  the  balance  of  prisoners 
will  be  in  their  favor.  This  procedure,  all  things 
considered,  is  one  of  the  most  barbarous  of  the 
barbarisms  of  the  enemy.  It  has  a character  of 
meanness  and  of  cruelty  that  words  are  incompetent 
to  convey  the  idea  of.  It  is  the  opposite  of  all  that 
is  noble,  honest  or  humane.  It  is  purely  “ British 
magnanimity  a thing  that  the  more  dignified  Al- 
gerine would  acknowledge  as  despotism,  power 
giving  the  law. 

Well  do  I recollect  the  howlings  of  the  **  British 
writers”  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  when,  after 
the  breach  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  by  the  English , 
Bonaparte  detained  as  prisoners  of  war  certain 
Englishmen  that  had  voluntarily  entered  within  his 
dominions.  They  seemed  if  they  would  have  moved 
heaven  and  earth,  and  " the  regions  under  the  earth,” 
in  hostility  to  France,  for  this  nefarious  deed.  And 
what  an  outs-.ry  would  those  persons  have  made,  if 
we  had  so  detained  the  tens  of  thousands  of  the  good 
subjects  of  " his  majesty”  that  were  ^and  yet  are) 
sneaking  through  the  United  States,  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  royalty  and  British  commerce  ? Would  they 
not  have  travelled  to  Frayice,  as  the  custom  is,  for 
the  precedent,  talking  largely  of  “ French  influ- 
ence ?”  But — where  is  the  sympathy  of  these  men 
for  their  own  brethren  so  treated  by  the  British  ? Is  it 
Locked  up  in  the  temple  of  Juggernaut  with  " British 
religion,”  enlisted  on  the  side  of  “ British  liberty” 
in  Ireland  or  India,  or  packed  up  in  the  military 
chest  at  Malden,  where  “ humanity”  keeps  its  mo- 
'Tidy  for  the  purchase  of  scalps  ? It  must  be  some- 
where, for  those  that  were  so  sensitive  a few  years 
ago,  on  a foreign  subject,  should  have  some  feeling 
when  the  case,  vastly  aggravated,  lies  at  their  own 
door. 

This  procedure  must  be  corrected—"  peaceably, 
if  we  can,  violently  if  we  must.”  We  hope  that  con- 
gress will  look  to  it.  We  have  yet  hostages  enough 
for  the  just  treatment  of  our  invaluable  seamen ; 
and  would  detain  as  prisoners,  for  exchange,  every 
Englishman  of  such  description  of  persons  as  we  may 
be  assured  yet  considers  the  “ fast  anchored  isle”  as 
bis  home.  All  the  world  would  applaud  the  justice 
and  policy  of  this  conduct ; and  a wretch,  indeed, 
he  must  be  (except  he  is  of  those  who  hold  all  wars 
as  unlawful)  that  would  deprecate  the  fair  retalia- 
tion. With  all  our  heart  and  soul,  we  say,  let  it  be 
done — and  the  balance  will  soon  be  on  the  other 
side.  Such  was  the  line  that  guided  Washington 
and  taught  the  foe  humanity,  in  the  former  war. 

The  new  sloop  of  war  launched  at  Charlestoim, 
(Mass.)  on  the  11th  inst.  is  called  the  “ Frolic ” in 
compliment  to  Jones’  victory; — and  that  building 
on  the  Merrimack  is  to  be  called  the  Wasp. 

We  have  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the 
Matilda  privateer  off  St.  Salvador , by  the  Lion 
privateer  of  London.  The  Matilda  attempted  to 
carry  the  Lion  by  boarding,  which  was  affected  in 
the  most  gallant  style — but  the  force  of  her  oppo- 
nent was  too  strong  and  the  party  was  overpowered. 
Tlie  Matilda  carried  11  guns,  and  had  104  men  and 
boys— -the  Lion  had  28  heavy  guns  and  120  men. 


Yet  the  dispute  was  obstinate,  and  many  were  kille^ 
on  each  side.  Several  of  the  Matilda’speople  were 
killed  and  wounded  after  her  colors  were  down  ; the 
captain  of  the  Lion  having  ordered  no  quarters. 

Some  of  the  American  privateers,  we  learn  from 
London  papers,  are  “ very  vexatious  on  the  coast  of 
Ireland.”  The  Fox  got  a supply  of  provisions  and 
water  “ from  the  country  people  ” Many  valuable 
ships  have  been  prevented  from  sailing  on  her  ac- 
count! If  the  United  States  would  fir  out  50  or  60 
of  our  fast  sailing  vessels,  with  10  or  12  guns  each 
and  from  80  to  120  men,' with  orders  to  “ sink,  burn 
and  destroy  all  that  swims,”  after  the  manner  of  the 
Chesapeake  heroes,  we  should  have  the  real  value  of 
that  boast  that  Britain  owns  the  winds  and  sea.  They 
are  the  very  things  to  make  the  enemy  feel  the 
wrongs  he  has  committed, 

The  Time  Blooded  Yankee  has  at  last  been  taken 
by  the  English — she  had  only  32  men  on  board  at 
the  time. 

Our  naval  force  on  Champlain  is  increasing.  So  is 
the  British.  We  look  for  a fierce  rencontre  on  this 
lake,  before  long. 

The  cartel  ship  Moses  Brown  has  arrived  at  New- 
York,  from  Chatham,  (Eng.)  with  272  American 
prisoners. 

A small  vessel  was  lately  sent  out  from  Fort 
Gates  (New-York)  in  disguise,  and  succeeded  in 
" surrounding”  one  of  the  British  barges,  after  kil- 
ling several  of  the  crew— the  rest  were  brought 
into  New-York. 

Lewis ’ squadron  or  flotilla  of  gun  boats,  for  the 
defence  of  New-York,  consists  of  26  sail  of  vessels  ; 
well  fitted  for  service,  and  manned  with  excellent 
crews,  completely  disciplined.  They  passed  into 
the  sound,  and  exchanged  a few  shots  on  the  9th 
inst.  with  the  British  frigate  Acasta,  and  Atalanta 
sloop  of  war,  off  Hunter’s  island.  It  blew  hard  ; 
com.  Lewis  could  not  force  a general  battle,  the  ene- 
my retired  to  their  former  station  off  Gardiner’s 
island.  After  which  the  flotilla  returned  and  re- 
sumed their  old  post  at  Sandy  Hook. 

The  gun  boat  that  was  taken  by  the  British  in 
the  Delaware,  has  since  drifted  on  shore,  near  Great 
Egg  Harbor,  without  any  person  on  board,  but  little 
injured,  except  in  her  upper  works.  But  those  who 
found  her  cut  her  to  pieces  to  get  out  the  iron  that 
was  in  her ! 

The  British  have  refused  to  acknowledge  as  a 
cartel  the  packet  sent  into  England  by  commodore 
Rodgers  [see  last  no.  page  28.]  The  prisoners,  there- 
fore, we  suppose  as  lost  to  exchange. 

It  is  stated  that  one  of  our  privateers  off’  Lough- 
willy,  Ireland,  has  captured  “ five  linen  ships”  and 
sent  them  to  Norway. 

On  Monday  last  the  British  frigate  that  has  been 
cruising  for  some  time  off  Sandy  Hook,  chased  a 
smack  close  in  with  the  light.  Some  guns  were  fired 
at  her  from  the  fort,  two  of  which,  from  the  appa- 
rent confusion  on  board,  was  supposed  to  have  taken 
effect,  on  which  she  sheered  off.  She  also  fired  to- 
wards the  fort,  but  her  shot  fell  greatly  short.  The 
smack  escaped  ; and  the  frigate  has  been  more  man- 
nerly since. 

Our  frigates. — We  hear  nothing  of  the  President, 
Congress  or  Essex  since  our  last. 

At  our  latest  accounts  from  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  the  letter  of  marque  schooner  Gl-obe,  of 
Baltimore,  was  in  chase  of  his  majesty's  schooner 
Paz  ; and  we  expect  has  caught  her. 

The  citizens  of  Georgetown,  Demerara,  have 
erected  a monumental  tablet  to  the  memory  of  the 
British  captain  Peake,  who  fell  in  the  action  between 
the  Hornet  and  Peacock,  and  have  presented  to  Mrs. 
Peake,  “ a memorial  of  their  gratitude;,  respect  and 
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admiration  of  her  gallant  and  much  lamented  hus- 
band.” They  have  also  raised  a liberal  sum  of  mo» 
ney,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  captain  Peake  s 
father,  to  be  distributed  among  the  wives,  children 
and  near  relations  of  the  crew  who  perished  in  the 
engagement. 

The  frigate  Constitution  and  brig  Syren , both  at 
Boston,  are  nearly  ready  for  sea. 

Splendid  naval  victory. — We  have  thehign  gra- 
tification to  record  an  account  of  another  naval  vic- 
tory, as  splendid  as  any  that  preceded  it.  Again  has 
the  bloody  cross  descended  in  homage  to  the  “ striped 
bunting”— again  is  the  naval  column  decked  with  a 
trophy  most  brilliant,  and  the  fact  made  manifest 
that  our  tars  (if  fairly  met)  in  defence  of  “ free 
trade  and  sailors’  rights,”  are  invincible.  Again  has 
the  haughty  foe  been  taught  a useful  lesson  of 
mortality-little  does  his  high  blown  pride  and  great 
swelling  words  avail  him,  for  the  well-pointed  can- 
non regards  not  his  boastings.  May  he  profit  from 
these  things — cease  his  barbarisms,  and  learn  to 
reverence  justice ! 

In  addition  to  the  particulars  officially  given  be- 
low, we  have  the  following  from  other  sources.  The 
Enterprize  rates  as  12  guns,  but  carries  16,  viz.  14 
181b  carronades  and  2 long  9’s— her  officers  and 
crew  consisted  of  102  persons,  and  her  burthen  is 
about  165  tons.  The  Boxer  rates  as  a 14  gun  brig, 
but  carries  18,  viz.  16  181b  carronades  and  2 long 
9*s,  her  force  at  the  time  of  the  action  was  104 
men,  and  her  burthen  is  about  300  tons.  The  first 
is  an  old  light  built  vessel,  the  latter  is  new  and 
very  strong.  The  gallant  Bhrrows  received  his  mor- 
tal wound  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  ; but 
he  refused  to  be  carried  below,  until  the  conquered 
sword  of  the  enemy  was  presented  to  him — he  seized 
it  in  both  his  hands,  and  said,  “ lam  satisfied— I die 
contented  /” — and  soon  expired.  0 CT  The  English- 
man's colors  were  nailed  to  the  mast  ; but  his  tongue 
was  not  fastened  and  he  called  for  quarters:  the 
captain,  however,  had  fallen. 

The  disparity  in  the  damage  sustained  by  the  two 
vessels,  is  as  usual.  We  had  14,  in  all,  killed  and 
wounded ; the  enemy  lost  at  least  39 — probably 
more ; for  the  number  of  men  in  her  books  is  not 
accounted  for  ; many  were  thrown  overboard  before 
we  had  possession  of  her,  with  the  same  laudable 
view  that  lieutenant  Chadds  of  the  Java  had,  of  di- 
minishing or  concealing  her  real  force. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Enterprize  and  her 
prize  at  Portland,  the  bodies  of  the  two  commanding 
officers,  lieutenant  Burrows  and  captain  Blyth , were 
brought  on  shore  in  ten  oared  barges,  rowed  at  mi- 
nute strokes  by  masters  of  ships,  accompanied  by 
most  of  the  barges  and  boats  in  the  harbor,  while 
minute  guns  were  fired  from  the  two  vessels.  A 
grand  procession  was  then  formed,  the  corpse  of 
Burrows  preceding,  and  the  interment  took  place 
with  all  the  honors  that  the  civil  and  military  au- 
thorities at  the  place,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  could  bestow.  During  the  procession  forts 
Preble  and  Scammel  (names  dear  to  their  country) 
fired  minute  guns. 

Lieutenant  Burrows  was  an  excellent  young  man. 
He  was  the  son  of  colonel  Burrows  formerly  of  the 
marine  cArps.  Of  lieutenant  M‘Call  the  people  will 
judge  by  the  termination  of  the  fight  and  his  modest 
account  of  it ; which  is,  perhaps,  the  most  splendid 
action,  on  our  side,  since  the  war.  Captain  Blakely , 
lately  of  the  Enterprize , to  whom  certainly  some  part 
of  the  credit  is  due  for  the  complete  discipline  of 
the  men,  had  a short  time  before  left  that  vessel  to 
superintend  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  a new 
sloop  of  war  that  he  is  to  command.  Lieut.  Burrows 
was,  we  believe,  a native  of  South- Carolina — a true 
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born  yankee.  He  lived  in  honor  and  died  in  glory 
With  Pike  and  Lawrence  his  name  shall  be  inscribed 
on  the  lists  of  everlasting  remembrance — sweet  to 
the  recollection  of  all  who  love  their  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  crew  of  the  Boxer 
were  permitted  to  march  in  the  late  procession  at 
Portland , when  their  late  captain  was  interred.  Such 
was  not  the  case  with  the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Hull  to  the  secretary  «fi 
the  navy. 

Portland,  Sept.  7,  1813. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  last  evening  to  forward  you 
by  express,  through  the  hands  of  commodore  Bain- 
bridge,  a letter  received  from  Samuel  Storer,  esq. 
navy  agent  at  this  place,  detailing  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  brig  Boxer  by  the  United 
States’  brig  Enterprize. 

I now  have  to  inform  you  that  I left  Portsmouth 
this  morning  and  have  this  moment  arrived,  and,  as 
the  mail  is  closing,  I have  only  time  to  enclose  you 
the  report  of  lieutenant  M‘Call,  of  the  Enterprize, 
and  to  assure  you  that  a statement  of  the  situation  of 
the  two  vessels  as  to  the  damage  they  have  received, 
&c.  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  surveys  can  be 
made.  The  Boxer  has  received  much  damage  in  her 
hull,  masts  and  sails,  indeed  it  was  with  difficulty 
she  could  be  kept  afloat  to  get  her  in.  The  Enter- 
prize is  only  injured  in  her  masts  and  sails. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

ISAAC  HULL. 

The  lion.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

United  States ’ Brig  Enterprize , 
Portland,  7th  September , 1813. 

Sir — In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  death  of 
lieutenant-commandant  William  Burrows,  late  com- 
mander of  this  vessel,  it  devolves  on  me  te  acquaint 
you  with  the  result  of  the  cruize.  After  sailing  from* 
Portsmouth  on  the  1st  instant,  we  steered  to  the 
eastward  ; and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  off  Wood 
Island,  discovered  a schooner,  which  we  chased  into 
this  harbor,  where  we  anchored.  On  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  weighed  anchor  and  swept  out,  and  con- 
tinued our  course  to  the  eastward.  Having  received 
information  of  several  privateers  being  off  Manha- 
gan,  we  stood  for  that  place  ; and  on  the  following 
morning,  in  the  bay  near  Penguin  Point,  discovered 
a brig  getting  under  way,  which  appeared  to  lie  a 
vessel  of  War,  and  to  which  we  immediately  gave 
cliace.  She  fired  several  guns  and  stood  for  us,  ha- 
ving four  ensigns  hoisted.  After  reconnoitering  and 
discovering  her  force,  and  the  nation  to  which  she 
belonged,  we  hauled  upon  a wind  to  stand  out  of 
the  bay,  and  at  3 o’clock  shortened  sail,  tacked  to 
run  down  with  an  intention  to  bring  her  to  close 
action.  At  twenty  minutes  after  3 P.  M.  when  within 
half  pistol  shot,  the  firing  commenced  from  botli, 
and  after  being  warmly  kept  up,  and  with  some 
manoeuvring,  the  enemy  hailed  and  said  they  had 
surrendered,  about  4 P.  M. — their  colors  being  nailed 
to  the  masts,  could  not  be  hauled  down.  She  proved  to 
be  his  B.  M.  brig  Boxer,  of  14  guns,  Samuel  Blythe, 
esq.  commander,  who  fell  in  the  early  part  of  the 
engagement,  having  received  a cannon  shot  through 
the  body.  And  I am  sorry  to  add  that  lieutenant 
Burrows,  who  had  gallantly  led  us  into  action,  fell 
also  about  the  same  time  by  a musket  ball,  which 
terminated  his  existence  in  eight  hours. 

The  Enterprize  suffered  much  in  spars  and  rig. 
ging,  and  the  Boxer  in  spars,  rigging  awd  hull, 
having  manv  shots  between  wind  and  water. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  second-lieutenant,  were  I not  to  men- 
tion the  able  assistance  I received  from  him  during 
the  remainder  of  the  engagement,  by  his  strict  at- 
tention to  his  own-division  and  other  department?- 
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And  of  the  officers  and  crew  generally,  lam  happy  to 
add,  their  cool  and  determined  conduct  have  m\ 
warmest  approbation  and  applause. 

As  no  muster  roll  that  cart  be  fully  relied  on  has 
come  into  my  possession,  I cannot  exactly  state  the 
number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Boxer,  but 
from  information  received  from  the  officers  of  that, 
vessel,  it  appears  there  were  between  twenty  and 
twenty -five  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded.  Enclosed 
is  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Enterprize.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

EDWARD  R.  M‘CALL,  Senior  Officer. 

Isaac  Hull,  esq.  commanding:  naval 
officer  on  the  eastern  station. 

List  of  killed  and -wounded  on  board  the  United  States’ 
brig-  Enterprize,  in  the  engagement  -with  the  British 
brig  Boxer,  the  5th  Sept.  1812. 

Killed. — Nathaniel  Garren,  ordinary  seaman. 
Wounded. — William  Burrows,  esq.  commander, 
(since  dead)  ; Kervin  Waters,  midshipman,  mor- 
tally; Elisha  Blossom,  carpenter’s-mate,  (since 
dead)  ; David  Norton,  quarter-master  ; Russel  Coats, 
quarter-master  ; Thomas  Owing-si  quarter-master ; 
Benjamin  Cammon,  boats wain’s-mate ; Scuiler 
Prapley,  seaman  ; James  Snow,  do. ; Snow  Jones, 
do. ; Peter  Barnard,  ordinary  seaman ; William 
Thomas,  2d,  seaman  ; John  Fitzmere,  marine. 

EDWD.  R.  MCCALL,  Senior  officer. 


Admiral  Warren,  with  all  the  speculative  sagaci- 
ty of  a London  merchant,  assigns  the  reason  of  this 
extraordinary  value,  to  wit that  since  the  trade 
to  Africa  has  been  suspended,  the  coffee  estates  in 
the  West  Indies  have  become  excessively  thin  of 
slaves. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  31. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register* 

550  “ His  ma  jesty’s”  fine  brig  of  w ar  Boxer,  of 
18  guns,  taken  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprize  of  16 
guns,  and  carried  into  Portland.  See  the  official  ac- 
count page  45.  The  Boxer  is  a valuable  prize,  for 
the  brave  crew  of  her  conqueror  are  entitled  to  her 
Whole  value,  she  being  the  superior  vessel. 

551  Schooner  from  the  West  Indies  for 

Halifax,  with  a cargo  of  sugar  and  coffee,  captured 
by  the  mate  [an,  American]  and  some  of  the  crew, 
and  carried  into  Castine. 

552  Schooner laden  with  salt,  captured  by 

tire  privateer  boat  Terrible,  and  ransomed. 

553  Brig sent  into  Newbern,  N.  C.  deeply 

laden  with  dry  goods,  invoiced  at  £ 83,000  sterling, 
equal  to  $ 368,520,  by  the  Snap  Dragon. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  Wm.  H.  Allen,  commanding  the 

United  States’  brig  Argus,  to  the  secretary  of  the 

navy,  dated  L’  Orient,  (~ France,  J June  12,  1813. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the 
United  States’  brig  Argus,  has  arrived  here  in  a pas- 
sage of  twenty-three  days,  all  well.  On  our  passage 
fell  in  with  (in  pursuing  our  course)  the  British 
schooner  Salamanca  (formerly  the  King*  of  Rome,  of 
New-York)  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  tons,  pierced 
for  eighteen  guns,  mounting  six  and  manned  with 
sixteen  men — she  was  from  Oporto  bound  to  New- 
foundland ; captured  and  burnt  her. 

I shall  immediately  proceed  to  put  in  execution 
your  orders  as  to  our  ulterior  destination. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Argus  remained  but  three  days  at 
I/Orient,  after  landing  Mr.  Crawford.  Sire  is  suppo- 
sed to  have  sailed  on  a cruize. 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW-LONBOY. 

The.blockading  squadron  consists  of  the  Valiant, 
74,  Acasta  48,  Orpheus  38  and  Atalanta  of  18  guns. 
Tire  two  latter  made  an  excursion  down  the 
sound,  and  some  of  their  barges  were  within  18  miles 
of  New-York — they  captured  and  destroyed  many 
small  vessels  ; but  retired  when  lewis’s  flotilla  was 
ready  to  meet  them.  The  militia  of  the  neighboring 
shores  assembled  with  the  greatest  alacrity;  but 
the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  land. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy  has  been  very  quiet  since  our  last.  His 
remaining  force  still  continues  in  Lynhaven  bay.  A 


Banking  capital  of  Maryland. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  banks  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  the  date  of  their  institution,  and  the 
amount  of  their  chartered  capital. 

INSTITUTED.  CAPITAL. 

Bank  of  Maryland  *). 

Baltimore 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland 
Mechanics 

Commercial  and  Farmers’ 

Farmers’  and  Merchants’ 

Franklin 
Marine 
City  Bank 

Farmers’  Bank  of  Maryland 


> 

c+ 

ta 

p 

>i< 

o 


f 1790 
1795 
1804 
1806 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1813 
1804 


Hagerstown 
Elkton . 

Farmers  Bank  of  Worcester 
and  Somersett 
Cumberland 


1810 

1811 

1812 

1812 


$300,000 

1,200,000 

3.000. 000 

1.000. 000 
1,000,000 

500.000 

600.000 
600, obo 

1,000,000 

•1,200,000 

250.000 

300.000 

200.000 
200,000 


$11,350,000 

Of  which  about  seven  milions  are  actually  paid  in. 
Sept.  1813.  All  the  charters  are  now  about  to 
expire,  but  may  be  extended  to  the  year  1835 ; on 
condition  that  the  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  the  Hagerstown  Bank,  do  subscribe  for  as  many 
shares  of  stock  in  the  great  western  road,  joining 
the  United  States  road  at  Cumberland  and  proceed- 
ing to  Baltimore , as  shall  complete  the  said  road, 
estimated  to  cost  $350,000 ; and  that  ail  the  banks 
pay  tiie  sum  of  $20,000  annually,  (in  proportion  ~to 
deserter  says  they  have  given  up  the  idea  of  attempt-  their  capitals)  for  the  support  of  county  schools 


ing  any  other  grand  object  until  the  next  spring 
when,  it  was  said,  a Very  powerful  force  would  be 
sent  to  the  Chesapeake.  The  squadron  on  the  9th, 
consisted  of  one  74,  a brig  and  a sloop  of  war. 

A gentleman  from  Maryland  [says  the  liichmond 
Enquirer']  says,  that  information  had  been  obtained 
from  the  British  squadron,  stating  that  a regular 
account  is  kept  of  the  slaves  taken  off,  the  names  of 
their  masters,  and  of  the  sales,  on  the  coffee  estates 
in  the  West  Indies — (for  likely  fellows  $1000  had 
been  obtained).  Five  of  these  slaves  had  been  taken 
from'  cof  J.  E.  Mercer,  of  Maryland,  and  sold. 


during  the  said  extension  of  their  charters.  The 
road  when  made,  to  be  the  property  of  the  banks, 
as  other  turnpikes  are  held. 


Naturalization  of  Citizens. 

By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject 
of  naturalization,  as  they  now  stand,  except  as  they 
respect  the  subjects  of  the  British  government,  there 
are  two  descriptions  of  aliens,  viz.  1.  Those  who  were 
in  the  United  States  at  any  time  betweeen  the  18th 
I June,  1793,  and  the  14th  April.,  1302';  and,  2. 'Those 
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who  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  since  the  last 
Mentioned  period.  The  following'  are  the  conditions 
•n  which  they  can  be  naturalized,  and  not  otherwise  : 

The  1st  class.  By  proving  that  they  were  residing 
within,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  before  the  14th  April,  1802,  and  that  they 
have  ever  since  continued  to  reside  within  the  same. 

The  2d  class.  1.  All  who  have  arrived  in  the  U. 
States  since  the  14th  April,  1802,'  shall  make  report 
of  him  or  herself  to  the  clerk  of  any  court  of  record; 
which  report  shall  contain  tl»e  name,  place  of  birth, 
age,  nation,  and  allegiance,  with  the  country  whence 
he  or  she  migrated,  and  the  plague  of  his  or  her  in- 
tended residence.  This  report  the  clerk  records, 
and  grants  a certificate,  under  his  hand  and  seal  of 
office.  If  the  alien  be  under  21  years  of  age,  the 
report  must  be  made  by  the  parent,  guardian,  mas- 
ter or  mistress  of  the  alien.  This  certiucate  is  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  court,  as  evidence  of  the  time  of 
arrival  in  the  U.  States. 

2.  After  this  report  is  made,  the  alien  must  reside 
S years  at  least  in  the  United  States,  one  of  which 
must  be  in  the  state  or  territory  where  the  court 
sits,  to  which  application  is  made  for  naturalization. 
But  he  or  she  must,  at  least  3 years  before  that  time, 
declare  in  open  court,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  that 
it  was  bona  fide  his  or  her  intention  to  become  a ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States  and  renounce  forever  all 
allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  poten- 
tate, state  or  sovereignty  whereof  such  alien  may, 
at  that  time,  be  a citizen  or  subject.  Of  this  notice 
the  clerk  makes  a record,  and  gives  a certificate, 
under  his  hand  and  seal  of  office  ; which,  along  with 
the  certificate  of  report  and  registry,  must  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  court,  when  application  is  made  for  na- 
turalization. 

3.  The  court  must  be  satisfied  of  the  aforesaid  re- 


nt’ construed  to  interfere  with  or  prevent  the  appre- 
hension and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien 
enemy,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  actual  naturali- 
zation of  such  alien. 

H.  CLAY,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

E.  GERRY,  Vice  president  of  the 
U.  S.  and  president  of  the  senate. 

July  30,  1813. 

Approved.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Lan.  Int.~\  


Martial-Law  Case. 

FROM  THE  BALTIMORE  FEDERAL  GAZETTE. 

HIGHLY  IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

Daniel  Wells,  by  George  Mackenzie ,*) 
and  I 

John  Pocock , by  Alexander  Briscoe,  J>  Habeas  Corpus, 
vs. 

John  Kennedy.  J 

The  petitioners  were  infants  under  the  ape  of  twenty-one,  huS 
above  the  age  of  13  years,  and  wens  apprentices.  Having  on  the 
tenth  day  of  August,  1813,  been  arrested  by  a file  of  armed  men  act- 
ing under  the  orders  of  the  said  John  Kennedy,  and  forcibly  carried 
to  a camp  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  and  there  detained  by  him,  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  was  on  application  of  the  masters  of  the  ap- 
prentices, issued  to  the  said  Kennedy  by  his  honor  Judge  Bland, 
commanding  him  to  produce  the  bodies  of  the  petitioners,  with  the 
cause  of  their  caption  and  detention,  on  Wednesday  the  11th  Au- 
gust, at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  at  the  Court-House  of  Baltimore  county. 
In  obedienceto  the  writ,  the  Defendant  (Kennedy)  appeared  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  with  the  petitioners  in  his  custody. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  certain  papers,  which,  necessari- 
ly formed  a part  of  the  return  to  the-  writ,  and  on  account  of  the 
very  great  importance  of  the  case,  which  required  that  the  return 
should  be  complete,  the  case  stood  adjourned  until  the  12th  August, 
at  10  o’clock,  and  the  petitioners  were  remanded  until  that  hour 
to  the  custody  of  the  Defendant  (Kennedy.)  On  Thursday,  the  12th 
of  August,  the  petitioners  were  brought  up  by  the  Defendant,  wlto 
made  the  following  return  to  the  writ,  which  return  was  sworn  to 
in  tiie  usual  maimer. 


RETURN. 

The  return  of  John  Kennedy,  captain  commandinga  company- 
in  the  27th  regiment  of  Maryland  militia,  to  the  writs  of  Habeas 
- — _ , Corpus  to  him  directed  by  the  hon.  Theodoric  Bland,  associate 

idence,  and  that  the  alien,  during  the  time,  lias  j judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district,  commanding  him  to  havethe- 
au  o np.'cnn  nf  trnnrl  onnrnl  character,  and  at-  bodies  of  Daniel  Wells  and  John  Pocock,  before  him  at  10  o’doefc 


behaved  as  a person  of  good  moral  character,  and  at  . ... 

, , , ,,  F . • T 5 e .1  ~ r +1,  t.  on  this  day  at  the  Court-House  with  the  day  and  cause  of  their  ea«- 

tached  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  ot  tue  ^on  and  detention. 

United  States,  and  well  disposed  towards  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  same.  Upon  this  pfoof  being 
made,  the  oath  of  abjuration  and  allegiance  is  ad- 


Thesaid  John  Kennedy  in  return  to  said  writ  saith,  that  the  said 
Wells  and  Pocock  reside  in  his  district,  and  are  of  legal  age  to  do 
militia  duty.  That  in  virtue  of  Division  Orders  from  maj.  general 
j Samuel  Smith, dated  6th  August,  1313,  which  are  hereto  annexed 

f «v-i o elr cd  A 1 ond  ttrornil  tn  Km  DC  Jviut  nf  tKlc  i > atw4  m-P 


ministered.  The  oath  of  the  applicant  cannot  be  , (marked  A.)  and  prayed  to  be  taken  as  part  of  this  return,  and  of 

- 1 . •»  tfi  Rrib-QtlM  Onlpre  in  niirtiiniiPf4  nu'Vfttf  nf  7th  Anernct  vub'nR  arp 


admitted,  in  any  case,  to  prove  the  residence 


If 


Brigade  Orders  in  pursuance  thereof  of  7th  August,  winch  are 
hereto  annexed  (marked  B.)  the  said  John  Kennedy  was  ordered  by 


the  applicant  belong  to  any  of  the  orders  Ot  nobui-  lieut.  col.  Kennedy  Long,  commanding  officer  of  the  27th 


ty,  he  must,  under  oath,  forever  renounce  the  title 
or  titles. 

As  there  was  a provision  in  the  several  naturali- 
zation laws,  that  no  subject  of  any  country,  state  or 
sovereign,  with  whom  the  United  States  shall  be  at 
war,  at  the  time  of  his  application,  shall  be  then 
admitted  to  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States — Of 
course,  since  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  subjects  of  that  government  were  altoge- 
ther excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws,  until  the  passage  of  the  following  act  : 
[be  authority.] 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed 
on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives oj  the  United  States  of  America , in  congress 
assembled , That  persons  resident  within  the  United 
States  or  the  territories  thereof,  on  the  18th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  1812,  who  bad  before  that  day  made 
a declaration,  according  to  law,  of  their  intentions 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  of  who,  by 
the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  were  on  that 
day  entitled  to  become  citizens,  without  making 
such  declaration,  may  be  admitted  to  become  citi 
zens  thereof,  notwithstanding  they  shall  be  alien 
enemies  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  prescribed 


regv 

meift,  which  orders  are  hereto  annexed  (marked  C.)  to  call  out  his 
said  Kennedy’s  militia  men  on  a tour  of  duty  for  a week,  in  order 
to  repel  a threatened  invasion  of  the  state,  to  commence  on  Mon- 
day the  9th  August.  That  in  compliance  with  the  said  orders,  be 
the  said  John  Kennedy,  did  duly  notify  the  said  Wells  and  Pocock., 
so  liable  as  militia  men  to  do  the  tour  of  duty,  as  members  of  h;.= 
militia  company,  and  to  attend  at  the  usual  place  of  meeting  of  said 
company,  in  order  to  perform  said  tour  of  duty.  That  the  said 
Welis  and  Pocock  did  not  attend  according  to  said  notice,  where- 
upon the  said  John  Kennedy  in  virtue  of  orders  from  the  com- 
manding officer  ol  the  27th  regiment,  on  the  10th  dav  of  August, 
sent  a guard,  and  did  on  the  said  day  take  the  said  Pocock  and 
Wells  into  custody,  in  order  to  eonuiel  a performance  on  their  part 
of  the  sain  tour  of  duty— which  is  the  day  and  cause  of  the  said  cap- 
tion and  detention. 

On  the  above  return,  the  case  was  submitted  after  a few  observa- 
tions made  by  the  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  masters,  some  little  dis- 
cussion also  took  place  on  the  question  whether  the  legislature 
could  ever  have  intended  that  the  rights  of  masters  should  he  in- 
fringed by  compelling  or  permitting  their  apprentices  to  perform 
niilttia  duty. 

His  honor  Judge  Bland  observed,  that  the  militia  laws  did  wot  ex- 
empt persons  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  even  though  they 
were  apprentices,  from  militia  duty.  That  true  it  was  the  maste~ 
had  a right  to  the  services  of  his  apprentice,  which  right  he  deriv- 
ed from  the  laws  of  the  state ; but  that  there  was  a period  at  which 
the  state  had  also  a right  lo  hi^  services,  and  that  right  was  para 
mount  to  that  of  the  master. 

He  observed,  that  upon  a minute  investigation  and  a careful  com- 
parison of  all  the  militia  laws,  the  case  was  a plain  one— -it  appeal- 
ed to  him  to  lie  in  the  narrowest  limits. 

By  the  act,  said  his  honor,  of  May,  1813,  chap.  19,  sect.  1,  there 
is  a provision  for  calling  out  the'  militia  by  drafts  in  the  manner 
thereby  prescribed,  and  by  the  bib  section  of  the  same  law,  a pen:: 
ty  is  prescribed  for  the  non-attendance  of  these  drafts.  By  tru-^ 
section  ot  the  same  |»w,  the.reis  a provision  tor  calling  out  the  in 
litia  tn  masse,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  cases  of  emergency  there- 
in mentioned.  T hus  it  is  evident  that  there  are  tu  o distinct  modes 


by  the  laws  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject : Pro-  vnmentioneii.  i nus  it » evident  that .there  are  mo  dist.net  rn^es 

-.  . , . , 1 • i , ,1  i i Jot  calling  out  U:e  militia.  Bv  the  act  ot  November  session,  18:.-. 

video,  I hat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  j chap,  m , sec,  ? i the  msfitia  >.  h,  s oriejw*  t* ; t iti».  :• . . :.*• . . <. 
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in  part;  by  draft,  orin  any  manner  that  may  be  directed  by  the 
proper  military  officer  in  the  cases  of  invasion,  or  threatened  in- 
vasion, are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  subject  to  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations  of  the  articles  of  war.  . . .. 

The  judge  further  observed,  that  it  was  not  for  lum  in  his  judi- 
cial capacity,  or  fora  court  of  justice  to  say  when  such  an  eroer* 
gency  existed  as  would  require  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  by 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  1813.  The  law  had  vested  the  milita- 
ry officer,  with  a discretionary  power  and  subjected  him  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  commander-ia-chief.  It  was  simply  his  duty  as  a judge 
to  see  whether  the  case  before  him  wasfairly  within  the  provisions 
of  that  section.  . 

The  judge  in  conclusion  observed,  that  at  a crisis  such  as  that 
contemplated  by  the  law,  when  the  state  was  actually  invaded  or 
threatened  with  invasion,  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  ot 
the  legislature,  that  an  officer  was  to  be  delayed  until  a substitute 
could  be  furnished,  when,  perhaps,  the  services  of  every  man  in  the 
district  might  be  instantly  wanted  to  repel  an  invasion.  At  such 
a crisis,  could  any  reasonable  man  suppose,  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended that  judges  and  courts  of  justice  should  be  employed  in  use- 
lessly issuing  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  when  the  enemy  might  be 
at  our  doors  ? 

The  case  before  me  (said  the  judge)  is  brought  by  the  return  not 
only  within  the  spirit,  but  almost  within  the  letter  of  the  law.  The 
petitioners  are  properly  in  the  custody  of  capt.  Kennedy— he  had 
a right  to  take  them  by  force.  Therefore,  let  them  be  remanded 
to  bis  custody. 

[A.]— (Copy.) 

GENERAL  ORDERS— 3d  Division.  6th  August,  1813. 

The  appearance  of  the  enemy  near  to  the  port  of  Baltimore, 
makes  it  my  duty,  as  Major-General  and  commanding  officer,  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  any  attack  which  may  be  attempted.  Therefore, 
Ordered,  That  the  Third  Brigade  be  held  in  readiness,  prepared  lor 
action  ; and  that  one  regiment  be  drawn  forth  for  one  week’s  ser- 
vice, to  be  relieved  weekly  by  another,  to  be  encamped  near  the 
Magazine.  S.  SMITH, 

Maj.  General  3d  Division. 

To  Brig.  General  John  Strieker, 

3d  Brigade  M.  M. 

[B.]-(CopyO 

BRIGADE  ORDERS.— 3d  Brigade,  M.  M. 

Baltimore,  August  7th,  1813. 

Ordered,  that  the  27th  regiment,  lieiU.col.  Long,  encamp  on  the 
Sleight  near  the  Powder  Magazine,  on  Monday  morning,  for  a 
week’s  service— Tents  and  Camp  Kettles  will  be  furnished  by  the 
State  Quarter-Master,  and  rations  by  the  Contractor,  Mr.  Robin- 
son. 

Col.  Long  will  avail  himself  of  the  present  occasion,  to  drill  his 
regiment,  which  must  be  commenced  at  the  morning  gun-fire,  and 
repeated  in  the  evening  of  each  day. 

He  will  make  a morning  report  to  the  maj.  general  at  head-quar- 
ters. Muster  rolls  will  be  made  out  by  the  oaptains  of  their  respec- 
tive companies,  to  which  their  oaths  will  hereafter  be  required. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Strieker, 

J.  CALHOUN,  Jun 

Brigade-Maj.  3d  Brigade. 

[C.] REGIMENTAL  ORDERS. 

In  conformity  to  Brigade  Orders  of  this  date,  you  are  hereby  or- 
dered to  notify  the  men  attached  to  your  company  to  assemble  on 
Monday  the  Qthinst.  at  8 o’clock  A.  M.  before  the  Theatre,  each 
provided  with  a blanket  and  one  day’s  provisions ; to  be  encamped 
on  a week’s  tour  of  duty  between  the  Town  and  Fort. 

Punctual  attendance  in  officers  and  men  is  at  this  crisis  to  be 
expeeted,  and  will  l>e  enforced.  By  order, 

JAMES  L.  DONALDSON, 

Adjutant  27th  Regiment. 

Captain  Kennedy. 

The  following  sections  of  the  Act  of  November  session,  1811, 
chap.  182,  are  those  referred  to  b>  the  Judge  as  giving  the  power  to 
enforce  the  attendance  of  the  militia ; the  I7th  section  applying 
only  to  drafted  militia,  and  the3lst  sect,  to  all  cases  when  the  mi- 
litia are  ordered  into  actual  service. 

17.  And  be  it  enacted,” That  in  all  cases  where  a militia  man  may 
be  draughted  to  perform  a tour  of  duty  under  this  act.  he  shall  he 
considered  as  a soldier,  and  liable  to  all  the  duties  as  such,  unless  he 
shall  furnish  a substitute ; and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment or  extra  battalion  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  which  he  may  be- 
long, shall  be  the  solejudge  of  the  qualification  of  said  substitute, 
and  may  receive  or  reject  him  at  his  discretion.— May,  1813,  chap. 
19,  sec.  8. 

31.  And  be  it  enacted , That  when  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
militia  of  this  state  shall  be  ordered  into  actual  service,  they  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  articles  of  war,  and 
be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  are  entitled  to  receive. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Ths  Ratture. — The  long'  contested  claim  to  this 
valuable  property,  has,  as  we  are  informed  by  a let- 
ter from  New-Orleans,  been  at  last  settled,  and  the 
c use  probably  laid  at  rest.  By  a decision  of  the 
U.  States*  court  for  the  district  of  New-Orleans,  the 
act  of  the  late  marshal,  D’Orgenois,  in  dispossessing 
Mr.  Edward  Livingston  of  the  batture,  has  been  de- 
clared illegal,  and  he  has  been,  by  an  order  of  the 


court,  again  put  in  possession  by  the  present  mar- 
shal. [Nat.  Int. 

By  a mercantile  gentleman,  recently  from  Europe, 
we  have  been  politely  handed  the  following  decree 
of  the  emperor.  As  we  do  not  recollect  to  have 
seen  it  before,  and  presuming  that  it  may  be  inte- 
resting to  some  of  our  commercial  friends,  we  give 
it  publicity.  ' \ib. 

“ Paris,  5th  Feb.  1813. 

“ His  imperial  and  royal  majesty  held  on  Tues- 
day last  a council  of  finances,  at  which  the  duke  of 
Gaete,  minister  of  finance,  and  count  Mollien,  mi- 
nister of  tiie  treasury,  assisted.  Amongst  other 
measures  prescribed  by  his  majesty,  it  was  decided 
that  the  claims  for  supplies  delivered  at  St.  Domin- 
go, which  have  been  liquidated  in  the  sum  of 
7,100,000  francs,  should  be  paid  by  the  treasury  in 
3 per  cent,  stock ; arising  from  property  of  this 
nature  recovered  by  that  department,  as  appears  by 
their  books.  This  payment  will  take  place  at  the 
rate  of  2,000,000  francs  capital,  or  100,000  francs 
interest  per  month,  in  March,  April  and  May.  The 
balance  of  1,100,000  francs  capital  producing  33,000 
francs  interest,  will  be  discharged  in  June. 

Private  letters  from  Paris  state,  that  the  above 
7,100,000  francs  are  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  originating  under  the  administra- 
tions of  governors  Le  Clerc  to  Rochambeau  inclu- 
sively, and  represent  the  sum  31  to  32,000,000  francs. 
All  demands  or  claims  of  a prior  date  are  null. 

In  the  cartel  ship  arrived  at  New-York,  Mr.  De 
Kantzo-w , his  lady  and  two  daughters  were  passen- 
gers. This  gentleman  is  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  court  of  Sweden  near  the  United  States. 

George  III.  yet  lives,  though  politically  dead. 
The  bulletin  at  Windsor,  July  3,  said,  **  his  majesty 
has  generally  passed  the  last  month  in  tranquiiity 
and  comfort.’* 

We  have  a great  quantity  of  news  from  Europe, .. 
since  our  last,  but  nothing  very  important  is  men- 
tioned. The  general  aspect  of  things  is  decidedly  in 
favor  of  a continental  peace.  Soult  entered  Spain  by 
the  Pass  of  St.  Jean  Pied  dePort,  with  45,000  men 
and  forced  the  allies  to  raise  the  sieges  of  Pampelu- 
na  and  St.  Sebastians,  with  loss.  Wellington  had 
“fallen  back  on  his  resources.”  England,  Russia , 
and  Prussia , without  specie,  have  issued  a large 
quantity  of  paper,  the  payment  of  which  is  guaran- 
teed by  the  three  powers  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the 
continent.  Bernadotie  gets  all  the  cash  they  can  send 
to  the  north.  The  French  have  collected  a mighty 
army  in  Italy  and  large  bodies  of  troops  are  moving 
to  the  head-quarl  ers  of  Napoleon , to  counsel  the 
allies  to  peace.  The  British  represent  the  forces  of 
Russia  as  feeble,  and  are  horror-struck  at  the  faci- 
lity with  which  Bonaparte  has  created  his  armies. 

It  is  stated,  by  letters  from  France  that  the  coun- 
cil of  prizes  are  restoring  many  American  vessels— 
the  decrees  of  condemnation  of  the  emperor  him- 
self in  some  cases  being  reversed. 

By  an  arrival  at  New-York  from  Lisbon,  it  ap- 
pears  probable  that  the  English  general  Hill  has  been 
killed,  the  whole  of  the  division  of  the  army  under 
his  command  being  destroyed  or  taken.  Another  ac- 
count says,  he  only  lost  two  regiments,  and  that  the 
rest  were  retreating.  Soult  has  arrived  in  Spain ; 
and  the  allies  with  great  precipitation  were  collect- 
ing their  forces  to  withstand  him.  Will  lord  Wel- 
lingtorc~.iifk.e.  as  good  a retreat  as  sir  John  Moore  ? 

From  Mexico  we  have  a continuation  of  delight- 
ful views.  The  **• tvhiggery **  of  the  country  prospers 
exceedingly.  The  patriots  gather  strength  daily; 
and  we  trust,  that  God  and  the  goodness  of  their 
cause,  will  give  them,  and  all  who  seek  liberty,  the 
complete  success  they  deserve, 
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Anglo-3  wedish  Treaty. 

TREAT!  OF  CONSORT  AND  SUBSIDIES,  BETWEEN  HIS 
BRITANNIC  MAJKST!  AND  THE  ICING  OF  SWEDEN,  SIGN- 
ED AT  STOCKHOLM!  ON  THE  SECOND  OF  MARCH,  1813. — 
In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible  trinity  : 

His  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Sweden,  equally  animated  with  a desire  of  draw- 
ing closer  the  ties  of  friendship  and  good  understand- 
ing which  so  happily  subsists  between  them,  and 
penetrated  with  the  urgent  neoessity  of  establishing, 
the  one  with  the  other,  a concerted  intimacy,  so  as 
to  insure  the  independence  of  the  north  ; and  in  fine, 
to  accelerate  the  so  much  desired  epoch  of  a general 
peace,  have  agreed  to  accomplish  this  double  object 
by  the  present  treaty.  To  this  effect,  they  have 
chosen  for  their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit : His  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  in  the  name  of,  and  for 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  hon.  Alexander  Hope,  major 
general  of  the  armies  of  his  majesty ; and  Edward 
Tiiorneton,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary near  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden. 
And  the  king  of  Sweden  : Lawrens,  count  d’Enges- 
.trom,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden, 
minister  of  state  and  of  foreign  affairs,  chancellor 
of  the  university  of  land,  commandant  of  the  orders 
of  the  king,  knight  of  the  royal  order  of  Charles 
XlTI,  grand  eagle  of  the  legion  of  France;  and  Gus- 
tave, baron  of  Wettersted,  chancellor  of  the  court, 
commander  of  the  order  of  the  polar  star,  fkc.  all  of 
whom,  after  having  duly  exchanged  their  respective 
full  powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles — 
to  wit : 

Article  T.  His  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden 
pledges  himself  to  employ  a corps  d’armee  to  consist 
of  at  least  30,000  men,  to  act  exclusively  upon  the 
continent  against  the  common  enemy  of  the  two 
high  contracting  parties.  This  army  will  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  Russian  troops  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  highness  the  prince  royal  of  Sweden, 
in  conformity  to  stipulations  to  that  effect,  already 
existing  between  the  courts  of  Stockholm  and  St. 
Petersburgh. 

II.  The  said  courts  having  communicated  to  his 
Britannic  majesty  the  engagements  subsisting  be- 
tween them,  and  having  formally  requested  that  his 
majesty  accede  to  them,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Swe- 
den having  by  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  given  proof  of  the  desire  with  which  he 
is  animated  td  contribute  also  to  the  success  of  the 
common  cause  ; his  Britannic  majesty  being  desirous 
in  return  to  give  an  immediate  and  unequivocal  proof 
of  his  resolution  to  unite  his  interests  with  those  of 
Sweden  and  Russia,  pledges  himself  by  the  present 
treaty,  to  accede  to  those  conventions,  already  ex- 
isting between* those  two  powers  ; so  much  so,  that 
his  Britannic  majesty  will,  not  only  refrain  from 
placing  obstacles  to  the  annexation  and  perpetual 
re-union  of  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  but  will  facilitate 
in  that  respect,  the  views  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Sweden,  either  by  good  offices,  or  by  employing,  if 
it  should  be  necessary,  a naval  co-operation,  to  act  in 
concert  with  the  Swedish  or  Russian  troops.  It  be- 
Vol.  V. 


ing  understood,  nevertheless,  that  compulsive  raea 
suits  shall  not  he  used  to  effect  said  re-union  of 
Norway  to  Sweden,  unless  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Denmark  should  have  previously  refused  to  join  ihe 
alliance  of  the  north  agreeably  to  the  conditions 
stipulated  in  the  existing  engagements  between  ihe 
courts  of  Stockholm  and  St.  Peteisburg;  and  his 
m-.jesty  the  king  of  Sweden  pledges  himself  to  take 
special  care  that  in  forming  this  re-union*  all  possi- 
ble attention  and  consideration  shall  be  used  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  and  liberty  of  the  people  of 
Norway. 

III.  In  order  to  give  greater  effect  to  the  engage- 
ments contracted  by  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden 
in  the  first  article  of  the  present  treaty,  widely  have 
for  their  object  immediate  operations  against  the 
common  enemy  of  the  two  powers,  and  in  order  to 
place  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  in  a state  to 
commence  said  operations  without  loss  of  time,  and 
as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty pledges  himself  to  furnish  to  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Sweden  (independently  of  other  succours 
which  incidental  circumstances  may  place  at  his 
disposal)  for  the  service  of  the  campaign  of  the 
present  year,  as  well  as  for  the  equipment,  the  trans- 
portation, and  the  maintenance  of  his  troops,  the 
sum  of  one  million  sterling,  payably  monthly,  in 
London,  to  the  agent  who  may  be  authorised  by  his 
majesty  to  receive  the  same,  in  such  a manner  that 
the  payment  of  each  month  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  .£200,000  sterling  until  the  payment  of  the 
total. 

IV.  It  is  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties, that  an  advance,  the  amount  of  which  shall  be 
determined  at  the  time  of  payment  by  the  contract- 
ing parties,  and  which  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the 
million  above  stipulated,  shall  be  made  to  his  majes- 
ty the  king  of  Sweden,  to  enable  him  to  put  his  troops 
in  motion  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  The  re- 
sidue of  the  abovemen tioned  subsidies  shall  com- 
mence running  from  the  day  of  the  debarkation  of 
the  Swedish  army,  as  stipulated  in  the  first  article 
of  the  present  treaty. 

V.  The  two  contracting  powers  mutually  desiring 
a solid  and  durable  guarantee  to  their  relations, 
both  political  and  commercial,  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty, animated  with  a desire  to  give  to  his  ally  evident 
proofs  of  his  sincere  friendship,  consents  to  cede  to 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  and  to  his  succes- 
sors to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  agreeably  to  the  order 
of  succession  established  by  his  majesty  and  the 
council  of  his  kingdom,  under  d;  te  of  the  26th 
September,  1810,  the  possession  of  Guadaloupe,  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  to  transfer  to  his  Swedish  ma- 
jesty, all  the  rights  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  that 
Island.  That  colony  shall  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners of  his  Swedish  majesty  in  the  course  of 
the  month  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  or  three 
months  after  the  debarkation  of  the  Swedish  troops 
upon  the  continent.  The  whole  to  take  place  in  con- 
formity to  conditions  agreed  to  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties  in  the  separate  article  an- 
nexed to  the  present  treaty. 

VI.  As  a reciprocal  act  to  wbat  is  stipulated  in 
the  preceding  article,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Swe- 
den pledges  himself  to  grant  for  th$  space  of  twenty 
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years,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  to  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
the  right  of  entrepot  in  the  ports  of  Gottenburg, 
Carlsham,  and  Stralsund,  when  this  latter  port  shall 
have  fallen  under  the  Swedish  dominion,  for  all  kinds 
of  produce  and  merchandise,  either  of  Great  Bri- 
tain or  of  her  colonies,  laden  on  board  of  English 
or  Swedish  ships.  The  said  articles,  whether  they 
he  of  a nature  to  be  introduced  into  Sweeden  by 
paying  the  duties,  or  that  their  introduction  be  pro- 
hibited, shall  pay  without  distinction,  as  entrepot 
duty,  one  per  cent  of  the  value  at  their  entry,  and 
the  same  at  the  time  they  are  canned  away-  Upon 
all  other  objects  to  which  this  article  relates,  they 
will  be  subjected  to  the  general  regulations  of  Swe- 
den, which  will  treat  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  as  those  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

"t  il.  From  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pre 
sent  treaty,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
doms of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  majesty 
the  king  of  Sweden,  engage  reciprocally  not  to  se- 
parate their  mutual  interests,  and  particularly  those 
of  Sweden,  in  any  negociation  whatever,  with  their 
common  enemy. 

Yin.  The  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  shall 
be  exchanged  at  Stockholm,  in  the  space  of  four 
weeks  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which,  vve  the  undersigned,  in  virtue 
of  our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present  treaty, 
and  have  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Stockholm  the  3d  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1813. 
(Signed,)  ALEXANDER  HOPE, 

EDWARD  THORNETON, 
Le  Count  D’ENGISTRAM, 
G.  Baron  WETTERSTED. 

Separate  Articles. 

In  consequence  of  the  cession  made  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  in  article  5th  of  the  treaty  signed 
this  day,  of  the  Island  of  Guadaloupe,  his  Swedish 
majesty  engages  : 

1st.  To  fulfill  faithfully  and  observe  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  capitulation  of  the  said  island,  which 
bears  date  the  5th  of  February,  1810,  in  such  a man- 
ner, that  all  the  privileges,  rights,  benefits,  and  pre- 
rogatives, confirmed  by  the  said  act,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  colony,  may  be  preserved  and  main- 
tained. 

2d.  To  make  to  that  effect,  previous  to  the  above 
mentioned  cession,  with  Ids  Britannic  majesty,  all 
engagements  which  may  be  judged  necessary,  and 
to  execute  all  the  acts  caused  by  said  capitulation. 

3d.  To  afford  to  the  inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe 
the  same  protection  and  the  same  advantages  which 
are  enjoyed  by  the  other  subjects  of  his  Swedish  ma- 
jesty, in  conformity  to  the  laws  actually  in  existence 
in  Sweden. 

4th.- To  prevent  and  prohibit  from  the  period  of 
the  cession,  the  introduction  of  African  slaves  in  the 
said  island,  as  well  as  into  otfier  possessions  of  his 
Swedish  majesty  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  forbid 
Swedish  subjects  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  ; an  en- 
gagement which  his  Swedish  majesty  is  the  more 
disposed  to  contract,  as  such  acts  never  were  autho- 
rised. 

5th.  To  exclude,  during  the  continuation  of  the 
present  war,  all  armed  vessels  and  privateers  be- 
longing to  states  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  from  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  Guadaloupe  ; and  to  forbid, 
in  any  future  war  in  which  Great  Britain  may  be  en 
gaged,  and  Sweden  remain  neutral,  the  entrance 
into  the  ports  of  said  colony,  of  privateers  of  any 
belligerent  states. 


6th-  Not  to  alienate  the  said  island  without  the 
consent  of  his  Britannic  majesty. 

7th.  To  afford  protection  and  safety  to  the  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  their ’property,  "whe- 
ther they  wish  to  quit  the  colony  or  remain  in  it  . 

lhis  article  will  be  of  the  same  force  and  effect, 
as  if  it  had  been  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  trea- 
ty signed  this  day,  and  shall  be  ratified  at  the  same 
time. 

Done  at  Stockholm,  the  3d  March,  1813- 

REMARKS  MY  COBBETT. 

Of  this  treaty,  the  Whigs  disapprove,  because  as 
they  say,  it  makes  great  sacrifices  without  gaining 
any  thing  in  return. — To  be  sure,  it  is  not  easy  to 
discover  what  our  government  has  gained  by  the 
treaty;  for,  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  his  royal 
highness  the  crown  prince  will  be  able,  if  he  be 
willing,  to  do  much  in  the  fighting  way  against  his 
old  friend  and  patron  ; but  we,  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  of  ever}'  country  in  the  world,  have 
gained  greatly  by  this  treat}  , which  acknowledges 
the  legitimacy  of  the  right  of  Bernadotte  to  the 
crown  and  dominions  of  Sweden,  to  the  exclusion 
ot  the  king,  who  was,  some  time  ago,  driven  out  of 
his  throne. — A principle  is  here  proclaimed  by  our  go- 
vernment of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
Europe  and  the  world.  We  here  see  it  settled  that 
a people  may  discard  their  king  and  choose  another 
in  Ins  place,  though  that  other  .be  a foreigner  ; and 
that  they  may  settle  a succession  in  the"  family  of 
that  foreigner,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  heirs  of  the 
king  discarded. 

When  Dr.  Price  preached  a sermon,  in  which  he 
stated  “that  at  the  revolution  in  England  the  point 
was  settled  that  the  people  had  a right  to  discard 
their  kings  for  misconduct j”  Burke  bellowed  forth 
against  him  all  the  curses  in  the  anti-jacobin  list. — 
He  denied  the  fact.  He  said  that  though,  indeed, 
the  order  of  succession  was  changed  from  one  branch 
of  the  old  king’s  family  to  another ; that  in  fact, 
the  order  of  succession  was  preserved  as  closely  as 
possible,  and  that  it  was  confined  to  the  protestant 
part  of  the  okl  royal  family  ; that  there  was  no 
right  or  acknowledged  claim  of  choosing  a king, 
or  of  descending  a king  or  of  making  any  change  in 
the  nature  of  the  government.  Something  of  the  same 
sort  is  said  by  Blackstone  who  labors  very  hard  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  thing  was  right  in  practice, 
but  wrong  in  principle  ; or  in  other  words,  to  make 
his  readers  believe,  that  it  was  very  right  to  effect 
such  a change  as  would  put  the  present  family  upon 
the  throne ; but  that  would  be  very  wrong  to  eff  ect 
such  a change  as  would  put  them  o R from  the  throne . 

Whatever  might  be  the  motives  of  these  writers, 
and  however  they  might  be  able  to  raise  disputes,  no 
doubt  can  be  raised  upon  this  point  in  the  case  of 
Sweden.  For  her,  it  is  not  one  branch  of  the  old 
family  excluded  in  favor  of  another  branch  ; here 
there  was  no  dispute  about  religion  ; there  was  no 
question  about  Protest anism  or  Catholicism.  The 
nation  put  away  the  late  king  and  his  heirs,  and  gave 
the  crown  to  Mr.  Bernadotte  and  his  heirs  in  due 
succession,  afier  the  death  of  tlje  late  king’s  uncle. 
And  observe  pur  government  does,  in  the  name  of  the 
most  holy  and  undivided  trinity , recognize  the  full  and 
complete  right  to  the  crown  and  his  dominions  of 
Sweden  to  be  in  the  same  Mr.  Bernadotte  and  his 
heirs.  Nothing  can  be  more  complete  than  this 
case.  It  is  perfect  in  all  its  parts.  Here  is  a king 
cashiered  ; here  is  an  old  reigning  family  set  aside 
in  the  order  of  succession  ; here  is  a settlement  of 
the  crown  in  another  family  ; and  to  complete  the 
whole  thing,  the  person  at  the  head  of  that  family 
is  a foreigner ; nay,  and  a Frenchman  too  ! What 
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<5omfort  this  treaty  must  pour  into  the  souls  of  the 
Bourbons  and  the  other  cashiered  princas  of  Europe  ! 

I wish  the  anti-jacobins  now  to  tell  us  what  they 
think.  Will  they  say  the  treaty  was  necessary  in 
order  to  make  war  with  success  against  Bonaparte  ? 

If  they  do,  let  them  show  us  what  Mr.  Bern  ado  tie 
has  done  or  what  he  is  likely  to  be  able  to  do.  If  he 
should,  from  whatever  cause,  do  nothing- , I shall 
call  upon  them  for  their  openly  expressed  opinion  of  j prs : you  will  en 
this  treaty,  of  which  l highly  approve,  because  it  I ^id  iVifovm  nm  < 


fully  recognizes  the  right  of  the  crown  prince  to  the 
throne  and  dominions  of  Sweden. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Essex,  ss. 

On  this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  tin- y ear  of  oar  lordiSlS,  per* 
sonnlly  appeared  James  Foot,  the  subscriber  to  the  Lire  going  dtJ 
position  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  same  is  true. 

Before  me  JACOB  GKRR1SH,  justi<e  of  the  peace. 

Ext  rax*  of  a letter  from  the  commissary-general  <>f  prisoners,  tl 
Alexander  S one  art,  esq.  Utiiteil  States'  agen*  fir  prisoners,  at 
Jamaica,  dated  May  1st,  1813! 

“ I enclose  you  a copy  of  an  advertisement,  said  to  have  been 
taken  from  a Jamaica  newspaper,  apparently  put  forth  by  the 
British  agent  for  prisoners,  proposing  to  hire  out  American  prison- 
nquire  into  this  matter,  and  if  it  be,  as  has  been 
remonstrate  strongly  against  such  a practices 
of  the  practice,  and  the  result.” 


Barbarities  of  the  Enemy. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, appointed  to  enquire  into  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which 
the  war  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy. 

No.  I. 

BAD  TREATMENT  OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  BY  THE 
BRITISH. 

Washington,  May  24th,  1813. 

Sir,— I have  received  your  favor  of  the  2 d instant, and  hasten  to 
reply  to  the  questions  therein,  respecting  the  case  of  captain  Jedu- 
thun  Upton,  late  commander  of  the  privateer  brig  Hunter,  of 
Salem,  Captain  Upton  was  taken  in  the  month,  1 believe  of  No- 
vember last,  off  the 'Western  Islands,  by  the  British  frigate  Phoebe, 
captain  Hiifimd.  In  chase,  captain  Upton, .as  is  usual  in  such  eases, 
threw  his  guns  overboard  to  ease  his  vessel,  in  hopes  by  that  means 
to  facilitate  his  escape  from  the  enemy : but  this  not  availing,  be 
was,  as  above  stated,  taken  and  carried  into  Plymouth,  in  England, 
where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  immediately,  with  his  first-lieutenant, 
Mr.  Wayne,  put  into  Mill  Prison  and  refused  his  parole  on  the 
plea  that  lie  had  not  on  board,  when  captured,  fourteen  mounted 
carriage  guns  above  the  calibre  of  four  pounders.  After  having 
been  thus  closely  confined  for  three  or  four  months  in  a filthy  jail, 
they  were  in  the  month  of  March  taken  out  and  sent  on  board  the 
prison  ship  at  Chatham,  where,  when  I left  England  in  April  last, 
they  still  were,  in  a worse  situation,  if  possible , than  in  Mill  Prison. 
The  allowance,  sir,  to  American  prisoners  in  England,  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  ; it  is,  therefore,  not  necessary  for  me  to  mention  it 
here.  It  is  but  justice  to  state,  that  the  captain  of  the  Phoebe  peti- 
tioned the  transport  hoard  and  used  every  exertion  in  his  power  to 
obtain  the  paroles  of  captain  Upton  and  Mr.  Wayne,  but  all  would 
not  do;  they  were  deaf  to  his  petition,  lost  as  they  are  to  every 
sentiment  of  honor,  and  every  principle  of  humanity.' 


[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  extract! 

Port  Royal,  25th  November,  1812, 
Masters  of  vessels  about  to  proceed  to  England  with  Convoy,  are 
informed  that  they  may  be-  supplied  with  a limited  number  of 
American  seamen  (prisoners  of  war)  to  assist  in  navigating  their 
vessels,  on  the  usual  terms,  by  applying  tel 

GEORGE  MAUDE,  ageyt. 

Extract  from  a memorial  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  stats  by 
James  t) r on,  Joseph  E.Cook , ’Thomas  Humphries  and  others,  mas- 
ter's of  American  vessels,  who  were  prisoners  of  wav  in  England , 
and  returned  to  the  United  ^States  in  the  cartel  ship  Robinson 
Potter. 

“ We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  as  correct  a statement  as  Mm 
can  of  the  treatment  of  our  countrymen  (prisoners  of  war)  hv  the 
British  in  England.  On  the  arrival  at  Plymouth  of  the  masters, 
first  mates,  supercargoes  and  passengers,  they  ate  sent  to  Mill 
Prison  for  one  day  and  night ; they  have  an  iron  bedstead  to  sleep 
on,  with  a small  matrass  which  might  easily  be  put  into  a coun- 
tryman’s wallet,  ami  a small  coarse  blanket.  The  allowance  for 
twenty-four  hours  are  three  small  salt  herrings  or  about  the  same 
[Weight  of  salted  cod-fish,  or  half's  pound  of  beef,  one  and  a half 
pounds  of  black  bread,  a little  salt,  &c.  The  second  dav  they  are 
paroled  and  sent  to  Ashburton,  twenty-four  miles  from  Plymouth  ; 
they  must  pay  their  own  expenees  to  get  theiv.  While  they  are 
there,  they  are  allowed  Is.  3 d.  per  diem,  or  8s.  9d.  sterling  per 
week.  Beefis  lOd.  per  pound,  bread  in  proportion,  and  every  other 
necessary  equally  dear.  The  mates,  who  have  nothing  hut  th  ir 
pay  to  live  upon, join  together,  eight  or  ten  in  a mess,  hire  a room 
and  do  their  own  cooking,  washing,  &c.  and  in  this  way  make  out 
to  keep  from  starving.  Masters,  supercargoes  and  passengers  gene- 
rally have  other  resources,  through  their  correspondents  in  Eng- 
land, and  make  out  to  live,  by  great  economy,  at  fvom  30  to  35s. 
sterling  per  week ; the  second  mates  and  other  officers  are  sent 
on  board  the  different  prison-ships.  On  hoard  some  of  them  they 
are  treated  by  the  commanding  officer  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
situation  wh!  admit ; on  board  of  some  others  they  are  badlv 
treated.  This,  it  will  naturally  occur  to  you,  sir,  is  owing  to  the 
different  characters  of  the  di X rent  commanders.  Their  allowance 


Except  captain  Upton  and  his  first-lieutenant,  all  the  rest  of  his  is  10  1-2  lb.  brown  bread,  2 1-2  11).  beef,  2 lb.  bad  fish,  2 lb.  pnta- 
iicers  and  crew  were  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship  on  their  first  toes,  and  10  ounces  barley  per  week  for  each  man,  and  3 ounces 


officers  and  crew  were  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship 
arrival  at  Plymouth  ; among  them  was  the  doctor  of  the  HunteF, 
Mr.  Carter,  who  came  home  in  the  cartel  Robinson  Potter.  What 
I have  stated  respecting  the  treatment  of  captain  Upton  and  Mr. 
Wayne,  I know  to  he  facts,  as  I had  the  honor  of  spending  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Mi  11  Prison  with  them,  and  heard  thosefacts  related  by 
themselves.  Very  respectfully,  &e. 

ALEXANDER  COFFIN,  Jr. 


1813. 


J.  Mason,  esq.  commissary  general  of  prisoners. 

Navy  Yard,  Charlestown,  June  3d, 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a deposition  respecting 
inhuman  treatment,  which  Sir.  Nichols,  late  commander  of  the 
private  armed  ship  Decatur,  belonging  to  Newbury  port,  has  re- 
ceived from  the  British  government  at  Barbadoes.  I have  been 
credibly  informed  that  captain  Nichols  is  a very  respectable  and 
correct  man,  therefore  a fair  presumption,  that  he  has  not  commit- 
ted himself  in  such  a manner  as  ought  to  deprive  him  of  the  esta- 
blished rights  of  a prisoner  of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  go- 
vernment of  our  country  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in -consequence 
of  this  communication,  I shall  readily  attend  to. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy,  city  of  Washington. 

I,  James  Foot,  of  Newbnryport,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  mariner,  testify  and  depose,  that 
I was  a prize-mastpr  on  board  the  private  armed  brigantine  Decatur, 
of  Newburyport,  in  her  last  cruize,  William  Nichols,  commander  : 
That  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  now  last  past,  the  said  brigantine 
was  captured  by  his  Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  Surprize,  comman- 
ded by  captgin  Cochran,  and  carried  into  Barbadoes.  After  our 


y per  week  for  each  man,  and  3 ounces 
of  salt  per  week  for  ten  men.  The  prison  ships  are  kept  very 
filthy,  and  the  prisoners  are  confined  below  at  4 P.  M.  and  are 
kept  in  that  situation  until  7 or  8 A.  M.  At  Portsmouth  particu- 
larly, they  are  very  sickly,  and  we  are  informed  die  very  fast,  some 
days  from  3 to  10 ; in  fact,  they  are  very  sickly  on  hoard  all  of 
them  ; several  ot  this  description  came  home  with  us  in  the  Ro- 
binson Potter  cartel,  and  had,  when  they  came  on  board,  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  made  their  escape  from  a church-yard.  It  is 
not,  perhaps,  amiss  that  we  should  state  what  we  firmly  believe  ; 
that  is,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  British  government  to  select  the 
sickly  to  he  first  sent  rn  cartels,  and  keep  the  hale  and  hardy  sea- 
men until  they  become  sickly,  thus  rendering  the  whole  of  those 
gallant  sons  of  Neptune  who  escape  death,  when  they  return  to 
their  homes,  at  least  for  some  time,  perfectly  useless  to  themselves 
and  quite  so  to  their  country  from  their  debilitated  state  ; and,  in 
fact,  the  probability  is,  that  many  of  them  will  carvy  to  their 
graves  the  indelible  stamp  upon  their  constitutions  of  the  treat*1 
ment  which  they  received  on  hoard  British  prison-ships  ; for  Mat 
nation  seems  to  have  lost  its  boasted  humanity,  and  if  we  did 
not  find  the  word  In  their  vocabulary  we  .should  suppose  it  had 
never  found  a place  there.  _ Many  of  the  seamen,  prisoners  on 
board  those  prison-ships,  are  impressed  Americans  who  have  given 
themselves  up,  refusing  to  fig-fit  against  their  country.  Four  hun- 
dred on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  a short  time  before 
we  left  England,  surrendered  themselves  and  were  sent  to  Gibral- 
tar and  England  ; several  of  them  were  most  severely  flogged  for 
refusing  to  do  their  duty,  were  put  in  irons,  and  most  of  them,  to 
their  immortal  credit,  submitted  to  the  severest  punishment  in 
arrival  in  Barbadoes,  eapt.  Nichols,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  preference  to  assist  the  enemies  of  their  country.  Some  of  ns, 
Decatur  were  paroled.  About  nvo  months  after  our  arrival  his  i whose  signatures  are  annexed,  were  witnesses  to  the  cruel  fact. 
Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  Vesta  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and  through  [ A tablet  of  gold  is  not  rich  enough  to  inscribe  the  names  of  such 


the  influence  of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta,  captain  Nichols, 
without  any  known  or  pretended  cause,  was  arrested  and  held  in 
close  confinement,  without  liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers  or 
tiny  other  American.  The  place  where  captain  Nichols  was  con- 
lined  was  about  four  feet  in  width  and  seven  feet  in  length,  on 
board  a prison-ship,  where  he  remained  for  thirty  four  days,  as 


men  upon,  and  when  a country  can  boast  of  such  seamen,  afce  hsf 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  enemy  on  the  ocean  on  an  equal  footing# 
Capt.  .Teduth  nn  Upton,  late  master  of  the  private  armed  brig  Hunter, 
of  Salem,  of  14  guns,  because  he  threw  them  overboard  in  chase,  was 
not  allowed  his  parole,  hut  kept  in  close  confinement  for  a long 
time  in  Mill  Prison, and  lately  has  been  sent  on  board  a prisoned, ip 


nearly  as  I can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on  board  his  majesty’s  | at  Chatham.  We  mention  these  facts  in  hopes  that  government 
ship  Tribune  and  carried  to  England.  What  the  cause  of  tile  un-  j will  retaliate  exactly  in  the  same  way.  Captain  Samuel  Turner, 
warrantable  and  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  enemy  towards  capt.  j late  master  of  the  Purse  schooner,  of  New-York,  was  taken  on  hi» 
Nichols  was,  I am  unable  to  state : there  were  several  reports  in  passage  to  France  in  October,  lSTI,  prior1  to  the  war,  and  in  re- 


circulation ; one  was,  that  he  was  to  be  carried  to  England  and 
held  a prisoner  until,  the  release  of  certain  nu-n  in  France,  from 
whom  captain  Nichols  recaptured  his  vessel,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  British  before  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  be- 


taking his  vessel,  the  priz  -master,  a British  midshipman,  was 
killed  ; he  arrived  safely  in  France,  and  on  his  l1  turn  to  America) 
w:is  again  taken,  in  June,  1312,  and  sent  to  England,  when  being 
recognized,  he  was  immediately  arivstetl  and  sent  on  board  tju» 
tween  the  two  countries:  another  report  was,  that  he  was  to  bej  St.  Salvador,  admiral  Calder’s  flag  ship,  at  Plymouth,  where  V,- 
held  uutil  the  close  of  the  war  on  account  of  nis  having  been  remained  a close  prisoner  until  about  January  or  February 
active  against  the  enemy  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities, ! when  he  was  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship  at  Chatham,  where  »•.<• 
Mad  having  been  fortunate  in  a former  cruize.  JAMES  FOOT.  1 fear  he  will  remain  until  death  relieves  him : he  lias  been  very  Ap 


3Z 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2 5-,  181-3. 


grading  to  human  nature.  We  fiud  in  Roman  History,- that  an  anil  swtne  meatpas  to  vegetabl  s.  tin-  deponent  was  not  informed. 

x • - b * ..  V i _ u — hv  foreign  powvpwas  The  regulations  on  board  the  said  prison-ship  compelled  the  prison* 

5 at  evening  and 


jii'ury  or  insult  offered  ton  Roman  citizen  by  a foreign  power- was  I lie  regulationson  board  tliesaul  prison-ship  compel 
Considered  as  an  insult  offered  the  whole  Roman nation, -and  hope  ers  to-,  go  below  decks,,  where  they  were  confined  a* 
tins  will  also  be  th°  America)  1 creed,  lii-caim-  We  b -lit Ve  it' will  be  until  morning:';  as  many  as  could  were  suspended  in  hammocks, 
the  surest  wav  of  putting  a stop  to  those  indignities  which  Amu.- land  still! there  was  not  sufficient  room  below  them  f..r  all  to  He 
rieans  have  so  often  been  obliged  to  stiff  -k  We  are,  however,  tm : down.  In  this  rosp  cl  the  situation  <>f  the  prisoners  whs  not  only 
advocates  for  cruelty  but  on  the  coutrorv,  for  lenity ; yet  we  will ■'  extremely  uncomfortable,  but-  hazardous,  and  more  especially, 


still  believe  that  in  certain  cares- retaliation  is  not  only  necessary : should  tin  re  be,  as  was  apprehended,  a scarcity  of  provisions 
hut  becomes  a dun-  to  prevent  further  cruelties  on- the  part  <Si  an  j during  the  approaching  hot  months.  The  deponent  was  not  per- 
entoiv.”  J nutted  to  go  on  bo»ml  said  prison-ship,  but  derived  his  informa- 

Nassau,  Novemijer  27,  1812.  ! tion  from  masters- of  vessels,  prisoners  at  said  island,  who  were 

' allowed  occasionaliy  t»  go  on  board  said  prison-ship,  with  whom 
the  deponent  is  personally  acquainted,  and  in  whose  representa* 


enttny. 

. R a i-  Brother,— I embrace  this,  the  earliest  opportunity  of  com* 
jinmicating  to  you,  that  on  the  9th  instant,  fifteen  days  out,  we  felli 
in  w ith  and  captured  the  fine  copper-bottomed  ship  Venus*  vessel! 
ami  cargo  worth  at  least  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  On  the  12lnT 
pursuing  our.  couuse  aitd  within  five  days  win  ot  your  place,  we 
were  captured  by  bis  majesty’s  sloop  Moselle,.  George  Mb ubmy, 
commander,  ami  brought  into  this  place.  We  remained  on  board 
the  sloop  two  or  three  days, and  on  the  19th  were  transferred  from 
thence  to  the  prison-ship  where  we  are  now  imprisoned,  with  an 


tions  he  has  the  most  pi  rfect:  confidence,  and  entertains  no  doubt 
of  the  facts  by  them  stated ; and  this  statement  is  given  at  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  some  of  the  prisoners  at  Borhadot-s,. par- 
ticularly of  the  crew  of  the  privateer  BI-«-;cade,  of  Hartford. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS. 

District  judge  of  Connecticut  district. 

I,  Pierpont  Edwards,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  tie  United 
States  for  the  Connecticut  district,  do  hereby  certify  and  make 
known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  captain  Samuel  Chew, 


allowance  of  six  ounces  of  bread,  three  gills  of  rice,  eight  ounces 
of  the  worst  of  beef,  including  bone,  which  is  as  much  as  meat, 

•with  as  ranch  brackish  water  as  we  can  use;  guarded  day  and  I the  witlnn  named  deponent,  is  a gentleman  to  me  well  known, 
nighi  by  ten  or  fifteen  savage  Africans,  who  are  total  strangers  to  I having  known  him  for  many  years;  be  is  ttte  son  of  captan  Sa- 
hnmanitv  and  confined  every  evening  at  sun-down,  not  to  be  re-  muel  Chew,  late  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  di  c -used,  ami  who  < • fl 


humanity,  and  confined  every  evening  at  sun-down, 
leased!  until,  next  morning  at  sun-rise,  abused  to  the  lowest  degree 
hy  the  guaiul,  and  compelled  to  find  salt  for  and  cook  our  own 
victuals  with  green  mangoes.  None  of  us  are  ever  permitted,  un- 
der any  condition  whatever,  to  visit  the  shores,  with  many  other 
tiarharous  acts,  which  are  too  numerous  to  describe.  This  will  be 
conveyed  by  the  cartel  sloop*  captain  Cooper,  being  the  second 
cartel  which  has  sailed  since  our  arrival  here.  A schooner  from 
Baltimore  was  only  allowed  eight  men,  and  Coop.-v,  who  brought 


by  a cannon  ball  on  board  an  American  vessel  during  the  revolu* 
tionary  war:  that  the  said  deponent  is  a man  of  strict  integrity,, 
and  attached  to  the  constitution  and  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  most  perfect  confidence  is  due  to  his  said  represen- 
tations so  as  aforesaid  sworn  to.  PIERPONT  EDWARDS. 

District  judge  of  Connecticut  district. 

Milville  Prison,  August  30,  1812. 

SIR, — We  the  subscribers,  for  ourselves  and  onr  countrymen. 


sixty-four  prisoners,  is  only  allowed  eighteen  m return,  while  we,  I llow  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  in  Milville  Prison,  Halifax, 


eighteen  in  number,  are  detained  in  this  miserable  place;-  foe 
which  we  cannot  assign  any  reason,  except  to.  punish  us  as  pri- 
vateersmen, or  as.  hostages  tin*  those  twelve  lately  detained  in 
Cltarlestoii ; this  last  is  the  general- belief,  and  as  such,  I deem,  a 
communication  of  the  circumstance  essential  to  commodore  Dent, 
commander  of  the  southern  station,  that  lie  may  look  to  it  and 
enquire  the  cause  why  Americans  are  to  be  detained,  here  two  or 
thive  months,  while  more  prisoners  have  Been  received  here,  hy  a 
great  many,  than  what  have  been  sent?  to  the  United  States,  Men 
Who  have  arrived  here  since  we,  have  been  sent  off  they  proceed 
with  no  degree  of  regularity  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  act 
in  open  contradiction  to  every  thing- right,  and  really  believe, .that 
except  you  make  known  the  circumstance  and  use  some  favorable 
exertions,  that  some  of  us  will  be  intentionally  detained  until  the 
end  of  our  present  contest  with  Great  Britain.  As  I wish  your, 
exertions  for  our  exchange,  I have  subjoined  a list  of  those  who 
are  thus  miserably  treated,  that  we  may  lie  demanded  in  a proper 
wav.  The  Rapid’s  crew  have  been  imprisoned  here  near  three 
months,  and  have  now'  no  prospect  of  getting  away,  while  the 
crews  of  twfr  other  privateers  have  been  released* 

Crew  of  the  Lovely  Low.— Lieut.  Autine  Lambert,  Wm.  I.. 
Rolf-son,  William  Thomas,  John  Crandel,  David  Ashton,  John 
Gamache.  John  Hvnes,  Darius  Swain,  John  M‘Ivnzie. 

Rapid's  creiv.—' Captain  Lamcson,  Peter  La  Vella,  Gi  orge  Alex- 
ander, JamesT.  MSiller,  Francis  Martin,  Gaugion  Bigulows, 

Other  prisoners.— H imon  West,  Mathew  Bridge. 

1 w rote  Mr.  Peck- and  requested  him  to.  forward  me  a letter  of 
introduction  to  some  one  here  and  also  a protection  shewing  that 
T am  an  American.  As  it  is  possible  that*  he  may  not  get  my  letter, 
you  will  notice  my  request  and  pay  that  attention  which  it  de- 
serves. I mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Peck,  that  any  funds 
\vjiich  I received' here  would  be  returned  on  application,  as  my 
expenditure  will,  through  an  economical  principle,  be  as  small.as 
possible.  I indulge  the  hope  that  you  will  conform  to  my  wishes 
fa  this  particular,  and  also  inform  Mr.  Ki  lly  of  our  imprisonment 
In-re,  and  request  his  influence  in  facilitating  our  exchange,  with 
anv  other  service. 

VVe  have  no  chance  of  gaining  information  here.  Every  person 
uses  eviry  exertion  to  k<*ep  us  in  ignorance;  however,  we  are 
enabled  to  say,  that  the  English  prisoners  have  generally  com- 
bined in  sneaking  of  the  treatment  they  received  in  the  U.  States. 

1 WM.  L.  ROBESON. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Robeson. 

N.  B.  The  Moselle,  Rhodian  and  Variable,  three  men  of  star, 


have  just  convoyed  five  or  six  vessels  over  the  bar  bound  to  some 
part  of  England';  it  is  supposed  that  they  will  return  to  cruize  off 
Charleston.  In  case  you  address  or  send  any  thing  for  me  to  this 
place,  you  will  direct  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Bain,  D.unshe  & co- 
merchants  here.  I am  yours,  ike.  W.  L.  R. 

Hartford,  May  9,  1313. 

Sir.— Annexed  is  captain  Samuel  Chew’s  deposition,  taken  be- 
fore judge  Edward*  at  New-Haven.  We  expected  it  in  season  to 
have  forwarded  it  by  Mr.  Dbd.l,.!mt  received  it  last  evening  by  Mr. 
Huntington,  the  United  Slates’  attorney  for  Connecticut  district, 
and  now  forward  it  to  you  per  mail.  Yours  respectfully, 

LUTHER  SAVAGE  & Co. 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 

Connecticut  Dusti-lct,  ss. 

On  this  day,  the  7th  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
Juin'iivd  and  thirteen,  personally  came  before  me,  Pierpont  Ed- 
wards, judge  of  the  district  court  of  live  United  States,  for  the 
district  aforesaid,  Samuel  Chew,  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  in  the 


Novn-Scotia,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  American  govermnent- 
That  most  of  us  have  for  years  past,  made  commerce  our  sole  em- 
ployment and  hope,,  in  which,  fur  seven  years  or  more,  w - have 
often  been  wantonly  robbed  by  the  English  of  what  we  bad  ac- 
quired by  industry  and. danger,,  and  white  they  stript  ns  of  our 
property,  they,  often  treated  us  with  the  greatest  indignity,,  and 
even  barbarity'. 

We  have  seen  and  known  that  they  have  often  violated  the 
sacred  privilege  of  individual  lib  rty  and  the  law  of  nations : we 
are  conscious-  of  the  long  forbearance  of  our  government,  and 
their  repeated  calls  upon  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  British 
nation  which,  instead  of  redress,  added  other  injuries ; and  when 
the  hope  of  amicable  remuneration  bad  failed,  and  for  retaliation 
our  govern  inenB  was  forced  to  the  last  resort,  an  appeal,  to  arms, 
we  felt  the  justness  of  our  cause  and  hoped  for  the  blessing  of  hea- 
ven for  success.  To  serve  our  country  and  to' make  up  the  losses 
we  had  sustained,  we,  under  commissions  from  the  president  of  the 
Unit  d States,  entered  on  board  of  private  armed  vessels,  and  have 
unfortunately  been  captured  by  the  British.  We  would  state,  that 
in  many  instances  after  we  hud  struck  our  colors,  we  were  fired 
upon  by  cannom&nd  muskets,. broadsides  and  volleys,  and  some  of 
our  men  killed,,  and  after  our  captors  had  come  on  board  some  of 
us  have  been  struck  and  severely  wounded  with  cutlasses,  without 
the  least  provocation  lor  such  inhumanity.  Our  American  protec- 
tions have  been  forced  from  us  and  destroyed,  and  some  native 
American  citizens  have  been  taken  out  of  our  privateers  and  put 
on  board  British  ships,  and  there  obliged  to  serve.  Most  of  us  have 
been  robbed  of  every  tiling,  even  of  necessary  clothing.  When  we 
were  going  from  the  ships  to  prison  the  officers  would  not  permit 
us  to  take  our  clothing  and  baggage  with  us,  but  pledged  them- 
selves that  they  should  be  sent  to  prison  ; but  disregarding  their 
honor,  we  have  lost  all.  Some  of  us,  hav*5- been  marched  thirty,  and 
some  sixty;  and  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  over  a miserable 
country,  forced  along  beyond  our  strength,  half  starved  and  some 
in  irons.  Our  allowance,  each  man  p<A-  day,  one  and  an  half 
pounds  of  bread,  half  pound  poor  beef,  well  proportioned  with 
bone,  one  gill  of  peas,  one-third  ounce  of  salt.  We  are  without 
wearing  apparel  and  without  money,  or  any  means  of  procuring 
them.  A cold  winter  in  this-  wretched  country  fast  approaches, 
and  in  our  destitute  situation  vve  must  endure  every  tiling,  and 
many  of  us  must  perish.  Thprearenow  of  us  in  prison  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred.  Every  art  has  been  practiced  by  the  English 
officers  to  excite  disaffection  in  our  men  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, and  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  English  service.  Ne- 
cessity may  oblige  some  to  desert  us  and  enter  into  British  servi- 
tude, but  we  trust  that  speedy  relief  from  our  government  will 
save  them  from  that  wretched  alternative  of  perishing  with  want 
or  joining  our  enemies.  For  ourselves  and  thei-'-stof  the  prisoners- 
we  must  say,  we  have  now  no  fortune  to  devote  to  the  service  of 
our  country,  but  vve  have  hearts  which  yet  feel  warmly  the  general 
impulse,  and  which  we  pledge,  if  opportunity  ever  again  presents, 
to  devote  in  the  interest  and  service  of  our  country.  We  are  now 
sufferers,  hut  will  cheerfully  suffer  every  hardship  of  war  rather 
than  sue  for  dishonorable  peace. 

We  respectfully  request  an  exchange  or  seme  provision  for  re- 
lief. We  feel  the  fullest  confidence  in  our  government,  and  that 
we  need  only  to  apprize  them  of  our  situation  to  insure  their  as- 
sistance and  protection.  Yours,  See. 

Joseph  Starr,  Boston,  ’ Solomon  Norton,  Boston, 

Frederick  Johnson,  New  York,  Alex.  B.  Latham,  New  London 


Robert  M‘Kearney,  New* York, 
Richard  Rhea,  New-Jersey, 


said  district,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposwth,  that  lie  was  at  Bcjd^e*  George  Batteriuau,.  Boston, 


Darius  Denison,  New-York, 
East  wick  Pray,  Portsmouth, 
William  Temold,  Portsmouth, 
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Jiihn  Hazelton,  Boston,  Fobes  Dala,  Portland,  | 

William  Dyer,  Boston,  Clis.  Thompson, jun.  New- York.  j 

Values  'I'rask,  Boston, 

Hon.  James  Monroe , secretary  of  state. 

No.  II. 

DETENTION  OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  AS  BRITISH 
SUBJECTS. 

Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners , 
I'/as/ungton,  June  10,  18J3. 

SIR, — I liave  the  honor  to  transmit  ‘She  copy  of  a letter  Irom 
captain  St*-uait,  commanding  the  United  Slat  s’ naval  forces  at  I 
Norfolk,  dated  toe  20th  of  May,  to  admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a ) 
.letter  from  rear-admiral  Cockhurn,  dated  21st  May,  iiii  4vply,  re  la- 1 
tivetoa  most  unjustifinb]  ■ act  of  commodore  B smsford.  as  to  part ! 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States’  brig  Vixem  at' 
the  mouth  of  the  D- la  ware.  Leaving  the  general  question  of  the 
interference  of  commodore  15  rresford  with  these  prisoners  of  war, 
returning  on  a parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by  him  an  conse-j 
queue..'  of  the  irregular  power  thus  assumed,  on  the  ground  on 
which  captain  Stewart  has  very  .properly  placed  it,  1 will  remark, 
that  captain  Stewart  was  certainly  misapprehended  by  admiral; 
Cock  hunt,  in  attributing  to  him  th  intention  of  conveying  aj 
threat,  as  to  the  final  detention  of  two  of  the  American  prisoners  ; i 
on  the  contrary,  the  expression  used  by  captain  Stewart  communi- 
cates in  very  plain  terms  the  decision  of  this  government  then 
already  made  ; that  four  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  subjects  should  ■ 
be  immediately  selected  and  held  in  durance,  ■subject  to  the  same  | 
treatment  in  all  respects,  &c.  _ , j 

And  I have  now'  to  inform  you,  sir,  that,  in  virtue  of  this  deci- 
sion, and  by  an  order  from  this  office,  the  marshal  of  Mas  sell  u setts 1 
has  designated  and  placed  in  close  confinement  William  Kitto, | 
carpenter,  and  Thomas  Beddingfield,  boatswain,  of  the  late  Bri- 
tish packet  Swallow ; and  John  Squirrell  and  James  Russel,  sea- 
men of  the  Dragon,  seventy- our.  subjects  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, to  he  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of  John  Stevens,  car  - 
peiiter,  and  Thomas  King,  seaman, part  of  the  crew  of  the  United 
States’  brig  Vixen. 

I flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  subject  will  command  your  < arly 
attention,  and  that  you  will  cause  the  officer  and  seaman  of  the 
Vixen  to  he  immediately  released  and  returned  to  this  country, 
according  to  their  destination  when  taken  from  the  cartel. 

Very  respectfully,  &C. 

(Signed)  J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay , See.  See. 

H,  M.  S.  Poictiers,  May  8,  1813. 

Sir,— I am  sorry  I am  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  J.  Se- 
vens and  T.  King,  late  of  the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their 
being  British  subjects.  I am  sir,  &c. 

J*  P.  BERRKSFORD. 

To  lieut.  Drayton, 

The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  commissary  general  of 
prisoners.  W.  JONES. 

Navy  Department.  May  17,  1313. 

Sir— Yon  are  hereby  authorised  and  instructed  to  address  a let- 
ter to  admiral  sir  John  Boriuse  Warren,  representing  the  follow- 
ing facts  and  determination,  viz.  That  a part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  late  United  States’  brig  Vixen  were  returning  from  Ja- 
maica on  parole,  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  entering  the  Delaware, 
when  commodore  Rerresibrd  caused  them  to  be  brought  on  board 
the  Poictiers  and  detained  until  a part  of  the  erew  of  that  ship, 
whom  he  demanded  in  exchange,  w ere  sent  down  from  Philadel- 
phia ; that  ultimately  he  detained  John  Stephens,  carpenter,  and 
Thomas  King,  seaman,  two  of  the  aforesaid  urew  of  the  Vixen,  on 
the  plea  of  their  being  British  subjects,  as  appears  by  a letter  from 
commodore  B' rresford  to  lieut.  Drayton,  late  1st  of  the  said  brig 
Vixen  ; and  that  you  are  commanded  explicitly  to  declare,  that  in 
retaliation  for  the  violent  and  unjust  detention  of  the  said  John 
Stephens  ami  Thomas  King,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
will  immediately  cause  four  ‘British  subjects  to  he  selected  and 
held  in  duress,  subject  to  the  same  treatment  in  all  respects  that 
the  said  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  during  their 
detention. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  admiral’s  answer,  you  will  communicate 
the  same  to  me  without  delay.  I am  respectfully,  Ike. 

W.  JONES. 

Charles  Stexvart , esq.  commanding  naval  officer,  Norfolk,  (Va.) 

United  States'  frigate  Constellation, , 

Off  Norfolk,  May  20,  1813. 

Sir,— I have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency,  that  a 
part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States’  brig  Vixen, 
returning  from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  id’  war,  w'ere,  on 
entering  the  Delaware,  taken  out  of  the  flag  of  truce  by  commo- 
dore Berresford,  commanding  on  that  station, and  detained  until  a 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  Poictiers,  then  prisone  rs  at  Philadelphia, 
•were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  in  exchange ; that  ulti- 
naately  he  detained  on  board  the  Poictiers,  John  Stephens,  carpen- 
ter, and  Thoidas  King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  States’  brig 
Vixen,  on  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  bis  Britannic  majesty. 

This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  parole,  is  so  contrary 
to  tlm  usage  0f  all  civilized  nations,  that  I trust  your  excellency 
will  give  such  instructions  upon  that  bead  as  will  prevent  a simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I have  it  in  command  from  my'  government  to  state  to  your 
excellency,  that  in  retaliation  for  so  violent  and  unjust  a procedure 
on  the  part  of  commodore  Berresford  in  detaining  the  above  Mr. 
John  Stevenjs  and  Thomas  King,  that  four  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  .will  lie  immediately  selected  and  held  in  durance,  subject 
to  the  same  treatment  in  all  respects,  which  may  be  shown  towards 
£he  aforesaid  two  persons  during  their  detention.  1 hope  your 
excellency  will  give  this  subject  your  earliest  attention  and  direct 


the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas  King  who  have  been  so 
improperly  detained  on  hoard  the  Poictiers. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART, 

Commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  nuval  force 
at  Norfolk. 

To  his  excellency  the  right  hon.  str  John  B.  Warren,  admiral  of 

the  blue,  and  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s 

imval  forces  on  the  American  station. 

His  Britannic  majesty's  ship  Marlborough, 

In  Lipinhavcn  Bay,  21st  May,  nil 3. 

Sir.— In  the  alisenec  efsir  John  B.  Warren  l have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  under  date  of  the  0th 
current,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  commodore  B.  rresford  to- 
wards tlie  American  prisoners  of  war  returning  to  Philadelphia  on 
parole,  and  of  his  having  detained  on  board  the  Poictiers,  Mr. 
John  Stevens  and  Thomas  Kings 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  have  yet  reached  sir  John 
Warren  or  myseif  from  commodore  Bcmsfiad,  but  I have  no 
hesitation  in  assuring  you,  sir,  that  every  inquiry  would  have  been 
made  into  them,  ami  i-very  satisfaction  and  explanation  thereon, 
wliidi  the  case  miglrt  have  required,  would  have  been  ottered  to 
your  government  and  yourself  with  the  least  possible  delay,  had 
it  not  been  lor  the  threat  with  which  your  representation  on  this 
sut  jeet  is  accompanied,  the  tenor  of  winch  being  lik<  Iv  to  produce 
an  entire  change  in  the  aspect  of  ouv  communications,  and  parti- 
cularly in  w!i:(t  relates  to  tiie  individuals  w hich  the  fate  of  war 
has  placed  within  the  power  of  our  respective  nations;  it  totally 
precludes  the  possibility  of  my  now  entering  further  into  the 
subject  than  to  assure  you,  your  letter  shall  he  transmitted  to  the 
right  honorable  the  commander  in  chief  hy  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity, and  whenever  his  answer  arrives  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you 
without  delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  si.-,  with  high  consideration,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  G.  COCKBURN,  rear-admiral. 

Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the  nasal  force  of  the 
United  States,  at  Norfolk. 

Shark,  Port-Royal,  (Jamaica)  March  29,  !813. 

Sir,— Captain  Moubray,  of  his  majesty’s  sloop  Moselle,  has  just 
sent  to  me  the  copy  of  a letter  from  you  to  him,  and  another  to  Mr. 
Cook,  oi  his  majesty’s  late  sloop  Rhodian,  dated  the  25th  ultimo, 
1-.  sp'  ctsug  six  men,*  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  were  scut 
here  from  the  Bahamas  as  having  been  taken  in  the  American 
privateer  Sarah  Ann,  and  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  his  majesty; 
hut  as  no  proof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  t»pen  adduced,  it 
lias  never  been  my  intention  to  bring  them <to  trial,  and  they  are 
at  present  on  board  of  the  prison-ships  waiting  an  exchange  of 
prisoners.  I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  S TIRLING,  vice  admiral, 

Charles  R.  Simpson,  esq . 

Harlem,  June  1,  1813. 

Sic.— I beg  leave  tw  refer  you  to  a communication  which  took 
place  some  time  in  the  autumn  or  winter  preceding,  betw  -vn  Mr. 
Baker,  Ins  majesty’s  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, secretary  of  state,  respecting  six  of  the  crew  of  the  late  Ame- 
rican privateer  Sarah  Ann,  Richard  Moore,  master,  captured  hy 
his  majesty’s  sloop  Rhodian,  John  George  Ross,  esq.  command  r, 
whose  uamesf  are  inserted  in  the  margin,  and  who  it  appears  were 
sent  to  Jamaica,  to  which  station  the  Rhodian  belonged,  on  sus- 
picion of  their  being  subjects  of  his  majesty:  and  I further  re- 
quest your  attention  to  a letter  from  major-g  iv  ral  Pinckney  *•> 
the  secretary  at  war,  dated  head-quarters,  Charleston,  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1812,  from  which  it  appears  that  twelve  of  his  majesty's 
subjects,  then  prisoners  of  Win-  at  Charleston,  were  held  in  prison 
to  answer  i«  their  persons  for  the  fate  of  the  six  men,  of  the 
Sarah  Ann,  privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

1 hav  e the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a letter  from  vice- 
admiral  Stirling,  commanding  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war  0/1  tie 
Jamaica  station,  to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub  agent  for  prisoner  ; of* 
war  at  Charleston,  from  which  you  will  perceive,  that  the  six  mei 
of  the  Sarah  Atm  are  considered  hy  the  admiral  as  American  pri- 
soners generally,  and  are  now  011  hoard  a prison-ship,  in  common 
with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  information  with  respect  to  the  six  inert 
of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer,  I have  to  request  you  will  take  t'm 
necessary  measures  to  have  the  contingent  responsibility  which  iu 
was  thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  persons  of  twelve  British  sea- 
men, now  in  prison  in  Charleston,  taken  of£  and  that  they  may 
be  informed  thereof. 

I understand  that  John  Gaul,  one  of  the  six  men,  was  parol'  d 
and  arrived  at  Georgetown,  South-Caroliwa,  in  the  brig  Cypre  , 
and  that  he  has  reported  himself  to  the  marshal,  who  inform  ! 
Mr.  Simpson  ••  that  he  had  sent  on  to  the  department  of  state  lus 
parole.”  I liave  the  honor  to  he,  ike. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 

Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  June  9,  1813. 

Sir,— I learn  with  pleasure  hy  the  letter  sou  did  me  the  honor  t-» 
address  me  on  the  first  instant,  ami  the  letter  from  admiral  Stirling 
you  have  enclosed,  tkat  the  six  men  belonging  t*  the  America  1 
privateer  Sarah  Ann,  detained  in  October  last  and  sent  to  Jama'.'  a 
to  he  tried  as  British  subjects,  have  been  restored  toth  - ordinary 
state  of  prisoners  of  war  to  trait  :ui  exchange  ; and  tout  there  is 
now  no'  intention  to  bring  them  to  trial. 

I veiw  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  si)  an  have  th--: 
day  directed  the  marshal  of  South  Carolina  to  revive  in  J' - • 
manner  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war ,tne  twelve  British 


G. 


* Edward  Dick,  Thomas  Rodgers,  Adam  Tailor, 

Mike  Pluck,  George  Q.  Roberts. 

+ Edward  Dick.  Thomas  Rodgers,  Adam  Taylor,  John  Gaui, 
Mike  Pluck,  Gcorgp  G.  Roberts- 
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seamen  confined  under  the  orders  of  this  government  by  him,  and 
to  inform  them,  that  the  responsibility  attached  to  their  persons  for 
the  safety  of  the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been  taken  oft. 

Very  respectfully,  ike. 

(Signed)  ' J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay. 

ChilicMhe,  June  8,  1 B 13. 

Sir,— I feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  ease  of  William 
M4 Dowel  1 Scott,  late  of  Detroit,  an  unfortunate  fellow-citizen,  who 
has  been  seized  and  apprehended  by  the  British  comma  j. ding 
officer  at  Detroit  and  sent  to  Quebec,  where  he  is  now  confined 
tinder  pretence  of  being  a British  subject,  and  one- found  in  arms 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  against  that  government. 

William  M'Dowell  Scott  is  a native  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  about  eighteen  years  since.  He  resided  for 
some  years  in  the  state  of  New- York,  and  in  the  summer  of  1800, 
be  emiie  to  Detroit,  established  himself  as  a physician,  and  has 
ever  since  resided  there.  He  has  been  naturalized  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  this  fact  is  well  known  to  the 
British  government!  and  both  in  the  territory  of  Indiana,  before 
that  territory  was  divided,  and  subsequent!)  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  he  has  held  and  filled,  with  respect  and  fidelity,  same 
pf  the  first  offices  in  those  two  territories. 

Sucli,  for  example,  as  a justice  of  the  peace  and  a judge  of  the 
common  pleas  in  the  Indiana  territory ; and  subsequently  marshal 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Ill  ail  these  offices,  sir,  ami  in  every  other  situation  in  which  Dr. 
Scott’s  public  and  political  character  has  been  or  can  be  viewed, 
be  has  uniformly  manifested  an  undeviating  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  our  constitution,  and  the  administration  of  tins 
government. 

Hi;  support  in  the  present  cause,  during  the  time  that  general 
Hull  lay  at  Sandwich  and  Detroit,  was  not  outdone  by  any  person 
.whatever.  In  fact,  it  was  his  unwearied  exertions  that  have  pro 
Yoked  and  spirited  up  the  British  u>  that  line  oi  conduct  and  perse- 
cution they  are  now  pursuing  towards  him. 

Proctor,  who  sent  him  from  D;  troit,  and  sir  George  Prevost, 
who  received  him  at  ion  George  and  forwarded  him  to  Quebec, 
threaten  to  treat  him  with  all  the  severities  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  usages  of  war,  in  cases  of  an  actual  bona 
fiue  British  subject  found  in  arlns  against  that  government. 

I do  not  ibr  myself,  however,  entertain  a belief  that  they  >vill 
dare  to  put  their  threats  in  execution  to  their  full  extent.  But,  sir, 
without  the  interference  of  the  government  they  will  detain  him 
during  the  war,  and  they  w ill  make  his  life  so  wretched  and  miser- 
able that  death  would  be  a welcome  messenger. 

I hope,  sir,  the  occasion  will  be  a sufficient  apology  for  ob- 
truding this  communication  upon  you.  I am  amongst  the  number 
tffithyse  who  have  not  the  honor  of  a personol  acquaintance  with 
you.  But  general  Taylor,  who  I look  to  as  the  bearer  of  it,  is  a 
gentleman  to  whom  I am  personally  known,  and  who  has  like- 
wise a pretty  correct  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Dr.  Scott. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  E.  CRUSH. 

The  honorable  James  MonrOe,  esq. 

Extract  of  a 1. 1 ter  from  John  Mitchell,  esq.  agent  for  American 

prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax*  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 

May  28th,  1813. ' 

“ i haw  just  been  informed  by  the  agent  for  prisoners,  that  Mr* 
John  Light,  of  the  Julian  Smith,  a privateer  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Henry  Cooper,  will  be  detained  here  in  consequence  of  hi 
having,  previous  to  the  war,  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  thi 
province,  (Nova  Scotia)  and  commanded  a vessel  out  of  this  plae 
(Halifax.)  Mr,  Light  was  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  w hen  cap- 
tured by  the  Nymph,  the  12th  May,  1S13,” 

COL.  \v.  SCOTT  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AVAR. 

Washington,  January  30,  1813 

Sir,— I think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  department,  that  on 
the  arrival  at  Quebec  of  the  American  prisoners  of  war  surren- 
dered'at  Qmenstown.  they  were  mustered  and  examined  by  Britisl 
officers  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  every  native  born  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent 
board  a ship  of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel  in  a few  days 
tin-ieafuT  sailed  for  England  with  those  persons  on  board. 

Between  tifi  en  aud  twenty  persons  were  thus  taken  from  us, 
principally  nativrs  of  ’Ireland,  several  of  whom  were  known  by 
their  platoon  officers  to  be  naturalized  citizens  cf  the  United 
States,  and  others  to  have  been  long  residents  within  the  same 
One  in  particular,  whose  name  has  escaped  me,  besides  having 
complied  with  ail  the  conditions  of  our  naturalization  l uvs,  was 
represented  by  his  officers  to  have  left  a wife  and  five  children,  all 
of  them  born  w ithin  the  state  of  New- York. 

I distinctly  understood,  as  well  from  the  officer  who  came  on 
board  the  prison-ship  for  the  above  purpose  as  from  others,  with 
whom  1 remonstrat  d on  this  subject,  that  it  \va§  the  determina- 
tion of  the  British  government,  as  expressed  through  sir  George 
Prevost,  to  punish  evtry  man  whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power, 
found  in  arms  against  the  British  king,  contrary  to  his  native 
'^iHegiaucf.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  SCOTT,  Lieut.  Col.  U.S.  2d  Artillery. 

MR.  BEASLEY  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

London,  March  1,  J813. 

(Sir,-— Annexed  you  have  a copy  of  a letter  from  Henry  Kelly, 
ii-  ’behaU  of  himself  and  twenty-two  persons.  He  states,  that  they 
a|'fe  all  citizens  of  t|ie  United  States,  and  have  wives  and  families 
Lffi  ye;  that  they  were  taken  in  October  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
ih jit  they  w ere  sent  to  (his  country  because  tin  y wi  re  born  within 
the  British  dominions.  1 am  very  regpectl'yllty  k~e. 

(Signed)  li.  G.  BEASLEY. 

' Op.  board  H.  M.  A-  Vamur,  lying  at  the  Jfcbr,  Feb.  6,1813. 

Sir,— Phis  is  to  inform  you  Of  the  undernamed  twenty-three  Ame- 
rican soldiers,  belonging  tu  tpe  13th,  6th  and  l it  regiments  of  the 
United  States  armies.  We  were  taken  on  tfye  13th’  of  October  in 


Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  their  sending  us  twenty-three  here  i* 
we  were  born  in  the  British  dominions,  though  w i an  all  citizens 
of  the  United  Mates,  and  have  our  wjvts  and  children  there.  We 
are  in  a wry  miserable  situation  for  clothing,  having  drawn  m» 
winter  clot  Iks  before  we  were  taken.  AVe  theivfor--  hope  you  wiil 
send  us  some  r- ii.-f  to  sln-lu-r  us  f rom  tlm  inclemcu.y  of  the 
rather.  Sir,  1 remain  your  obedient  servant. 

(Signed)  HENRY  KELLY'. 

Sir,  tie  se  are  the  names  of  my  fellow-suffi  x rs Henry  Blaney  , 
George  M'Cammon,  John  Dolton.  Michael  Conti  in,  John  Clark, 
Peter  Burr,  Andrew  Doyle,  John  M'Gowan,  Jam<  s Gill.  John  Fol- 
ium, Patrick  M‘Bral»artv,  Mathew  Moote  v,  Patrick  Kants,  John 
Fitzgi  raid,  John  YViley,  Joint  Donnelly,  John  Curry,  Nathan  Sha- 
le . Edward  M'Garigan,  John  Dimiue,  John  Williams,  George 
Johnson. 

r.  R.  G.  Beasley. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  admiral  sir  John  Borlase  Warren  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  dated  Bermuda,  March  8,  1813. 

14  I must  refer  you  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  September,  1812, 
which  I stated  the  circumstance  of  twelve  men  bt  longing  to  the 
Guerriere,  taken  out  of  a cartel  by  commodore  Rodgers,  and  dk- 
g' lly  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six  others,  who  wire  supposed 
io  be  British  subjects,  having  been  sent  to  the  united  kingdom  for 
examination  ; since  that  event,  five  of  these  people,  named  in  the 
enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at  Halifax  with  orders  for  their 
lischargo  I therefore  request  you  will  communicate  these  parti- 
ulavs  to  the  president,  in  order  that  further  directions  may  be 
ji  veil  respecting  the  Guerriere’s  men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston, 
md  to  obviate  the  other  inconveniences  which  must  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices.” 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  ADMIRAL  WARREN. 

Extract , dated  April  16,  1813. 

“ It  appears  by  your  letter  (of  the  8th  of  March,  from  Bermuda) 
that  five  only  ol  the  seamen  that  were  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus 
and  sent  to  England,  in  confinement,  have  been  returned.  Noac- 
eoin  t is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  the  release  of 
ten  or  the  twelve  men,  who,  on  a principle  of  i\  taiiation,  were  con- 
fined by  commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston.  You  will  be  sensible  tbat  it 
will  be  impossible,  on  that  principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two 
men  until  the  sixth  American  seaman  is  returned,  or  such  an  ex- 
planation given,  of  the  cause  of  his  detention,  as,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  regarding  the  conduct  of  live  British 
government  towards  American  stamen  under  similar  circum- 
lances,  ought  to  be  satisfactory.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  F.  H.  Babbitt  to  master  com* 
inandant  Wm.  M.  Crane,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  (late  of  the  U.  S.  brig 
Nautilus)  dated  Boston,  ( Mass.)  13 th  Sept.  IS  12. 

Enclosed  I send  you  a description  of  the  proportion  yf  our  little 
crew,  who  have  been  so  debased  and  traitorous  as  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice of  our  enemy.  Also,  a list*  of  those  gallant  fellows,  whose 
glory  jt  would  have  been  to  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of 
their  country,  and  whoso. misfortune  it  has  been  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
on  suspicion  of  their  being  British  subjects:  four  of  (hem  native  born 
Americans,  and  two  naturalized  citizens.  On  their  parting  with 
me,  and  removal  from  the  Africa,  oi  64  guns  to  the  Thetis  trigate, 
(the  latter  with  a convoy  from  England,  then -in  43,  30,  N.  and  46, 
30,  Vi.)  their  last  request  and  desire  was,  that  I would  particularly 
acquaint  you  with  their  situation,  with  their  determination  never 
to  prove  traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag  they  were  proud  to 
ve  under,  and  whose  welfare  and  prosperity  they  equally  hopetj 
and  anticipated  to  realise. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  BABBITT. 

A list  of  men  said  to  have  entered  on  board  his  B.  M.  frigate 
Shannon,  commodore  Broke.  Their  ds<r  eription  as  far  as  kno  wn. 
Jesse  Bates,  seaman,  about  5 feet  9 inches  high,  dark  hair  and 
complexion,  dark  snapping  eyes,  lias  an  impediment  in  his  speech , 
and  at  times  affects  lunacy;  has  a wife  and  family  in  Boston, 
Mass. 

Samuel  Lang,  marine,  born  in  Kentucky,  5 feet  8 inches  high, 
or  thereabouts,  and  is  supposed  to  be  enlisted  with  captain  Hall  of 
the  U.  S.  marines,  Now -York. 

John  Young,  marine,  5 feet  5 inches  high, large  mouth,  enlisted 
with  captain  Hall,  navy-yard,  New-York ; when  addressed  or  is 
addressing  an  officer,  casts  down  his  eyes.  For  his  particular  de- 
scription as  well  as  that  of  John  Rose,  marine,  about  5 feet  8 inches 
high,,  brawn  hair,  full  face,  thick  set  and  a scowl  on  his  countenance  , 
refer  to  captain  John  Hall. 

John  O’Neal,  seaman,  about  24  years  of  age,  5 feet  5 inches  high, 
dark  hair,  sharp  face,  dark  eyes,  thickset,  and  was  shipped  at  Nor- 
folk, Va.  previous  to  your  taking  the  command  of  the  Nautilus. 

William  Jones,  od.  seaman,  about  5 feet  8 inches  high,  light  hair, 
24  years  of  age,  full  face,  thick  set,  down  cast  look,  and  is  a very 
alert  man  ; entered  at  New-York  April  last. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  B. 

SIR  JOHN  1JORLASE  AVARREN  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Halifax,  30th  September,  1812. 

SIR— Having  received  information  (hat  a most  unauthorised  act 
has  been  committed  by  commodore  Rodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing, 
twelve  British  seamen,  prisoners  of  w’nr,  late  belonging  to  the 
Guerriere,  and  taken  out  of  tlie  English  cartel  brig  Endeavor,  on 
her  passage  down  the  harbor  of  Boston,  after  they  had  been  regu- 
larly embarked  onboard  of  her  for  an  exchange,  agreeably  to  the 
arrangements  settled  between  the  tw'o  countries,  and  that  "the  said 
British  seamen,  so  seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  the  United 
States’  frigate  President,  as  hostages  ; I feel  myself  called  upon  to 
request,  sir,  jour  most  serious  attention  to  a measure  so  fraught 
with  mischief  and  inconvenience,  destructive  of  the  good  faith  of 
a flag  of  truce  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a cartel.  1 should  be 
extremely  sorry  that  the  imprudent  act  of  an  officer  should  i n- 
volve consequences  so  particularly  severe  as  the  present  instance 
must  naturally  produce  if  repeated  ; and  although  it  is  very  much 
much  my  wish,  during  the  continuance  of  (if?  differences  existing; 
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between  the  two  countries,  to  adopt  every  measure  that  might  ren- 
tier the  effect  of  war  less  rigorous,  yet,  in  another  point  <>f  view, 
the  conviction  of  the  duty  I owe  my  country  would,  in  the  event 
of  such  grievances  as  I have  already  stated  being  continued,  not 
admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retaliatory  decisions;  but  ns  I a.n  per- 
suaded of  the  high  liberality  ol'  your  sentiments,  and  that  the  act 
complairn-u  of  has  originated  entirely  with  the  officer  who  commit- 
ted it,  and  that  it  will  be  as  censurable  in  your  consideration  as  it 
deserves,  I rely  upon  your  taking  such  steps  as  will  prevent  a re- 
currence of  conduct  so  extremely  reprehensible  in  every  shape. 

X have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  JOHN  RORL'SE  WARREN, 

Admiral  of  tin!  Blue,  and 

1 Commander  in  Chief  &c. 

His  excellency  James  Munroe,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  State. 


AIR.  MUNROE  TO  SIR  JOHN  BORE ASE  WARREN. 

Department  of  State,  October  28,  1812. 
SIR— I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the 
30th  September,  complaining  that  commodore  Rodgers  command- 
ing a squadron  of  the  United  States’  navy  at  the  port  of  Boston, 
had  taken  twelve  British  seamen,  lately  belonging  to  Ids  Britannic 
majesty’s  ship  the  Guerriere,  from  a cartel  in  the  bar! tor  of  Boston, 
and  that  he  detained  them  on  board  the  President,  a frigate  ot  the 
United  States,  as  hostages, 

I am  instructed  to  inform  y«>u  that  enquiry  shall  he  made  into 
the  circumstances  attending  and  (he  causes  which  produced  the  act 
of  which  you  complain,  and  that  such  measures  will  be  taken,  on  a 
knowledge  of  them, as  may  comport  with  the  rights  of  both  nations, 
and  may  he  proper  in  the  case  to  which  they  relate. 

! I bt-g  you,  sir,  to  be  assured  that  it  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the  pre- 
sident to  see  (and  to  promote  so  far  as  depends  upon  the  United 
States)  that  the  war  which  exists  between  our  countries  be  conduct- 
ed with  the  utmost  regard  to  humanity. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 

Commander  in  Chief,  &c. 

Washington,  December  17,  1812. 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  annex  a list  of  twelve  of  the  crew  of 
the  late  United  States’  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  detained  by  captain 
John  Beresford,  of  the  British  ship  Poictiers,  under  tli<  pretence  of 
their  being  British  subjects.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  purser. 
Thehon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

List  referred  to  in  the  preceding  note. 

Joltn  M‘Cloud,  boatswain, has  been  in  the  service  since  1804.  Mar- 
ried in  Norlolk  in  1804  or  5,  and  has  a wife  and  5 orb  children 
there. 

John  Stephens,  boatswain’s  mate,  has  been  in  the  service  5 or  6 
years. 

George  M.  Read,  quarter-master,  has  a protection,  and  has  sailed 
out  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  for  several  years. 

William  Mitchell,  seaman,  James  Gothfight,  do.  John  Wright,  do. 

Thomas  Philips,  do.  Peter  Barron, do.  John  Connor, ord.  seaman 
^Jolm  Rose,  do.  George  Brooks,  do.  Dennis  Dougherty,  marine,  the 
greater  number,  il  not  all,  had  protections  at  the  time  or  entering 
and  being  taken.  Two  others  were  detained— John  Wade  and 
Thomas  Hutchins ; but  were  given  up,  the  former  on  captain 
Jones’  assuring  captain  Beresford  he  knew  him  to  be  a native 
citizen  : the  latter  on  a like  assurance  from  Dr.  Rodgers. 
William  Mitchell  was  in  the  service  during  1805  and  6,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  purser. 
Washington  City,  December  17, 181?. 

[To  be  continued.] 


titude  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  for  a victo- 
ry that  humanity  may  rejoice  at,  as  relieving-  a wide- 
arid  much  exposed  frontier  from  the  scalping  knife, 
and  leading  directly  to  peace,  at  least  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

We  can  hardly  attribute  too  great  importance  to 
this  victory.  By  an  unaccountable  predilection, 
the  common  attention  had  been  drawn  almost  exclu- 
sively to  Ontario,  where,  indeed,  a mighty  interest 
is  at  stake.  Yet,  perhaps,  all  things  considered  (and 
we  have  often  made  the  remark)  the  mastery  of  Erie 
is  hardly  of  secondary  importance  to  the  sway  ol 
the  lower  lake.  But  we  have  not  room  for  the  obw 
servations  that  strike  us  at  present,  nor  is  time  al- 
lowed for  the  collection  of  the  facts  to  elucidate 
them — we  may  pursue  the  matter  next  week. 

Harrison's  whole  force  was  in  motion  two  days  af- 
ter the  battle  on  the  lake.  We  trust  that  Proctor 
will  not  escape  him. 

Lieut.  Burr otos  and  admiral  JVelson. — The  folloW- 
ng  contrast  is  presented  by  the  editor  of  the  Demo ♦ 
crude  Press.  “ Lord  Nelson,  in  a struggle  between 
vhe  delight  of  victory  and  the  dread  of  dying,  is 
writhing  about  on  his  bed  below,  and  in  anguish  call- 
ing to  his  captain,  “kiss  me  Hardy.”  The  inimitable 
Burrows  is  lying-  on  deck , calm  and  exemplary  in  the 
agonies  of  dissolution,  uttering  not  a gfo-n  nor  a 
sound  except  to  refuse  to  be  carried  from  his  station, 
and  when  the  vanquished  sword  was  brought  to  him, 
after  forty  minutes  of  inconceivable  fortitude  and 
heroism,  he  exercises  the  last  remaining  powers  of 
speech  only  to  say  that  he  is  satisfied,  and  dies  con- 
tented.” 


mtt$  0f 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Fill  high  the  cup  ; 

“ And  let  the  kettle  to  the  trumpet  speak} 

“ The  trumpet  to  the  cannoneer  without, 

“ The  cannon  to  the  heavens — the  heaven  to  earth,” 
America  nmv  drinks  to  Perry ! 

In  consequence  of  the  most  signal  victory  on  lake 
j Erie,  a full  account  of  which  is  inserted  in  the  sue 


The  Baltimore  Volunteers — Some  of  the  officers 
and  privates  of  thi-  late  elegant  and  efficient  corps 
have  returned  to  their  homes,  from  the  lines,  and  the 
rest  are  on  the  road.  They  have  served  out  their 
time  to  the  entire  approbation  of  their  country,  and 
received  a most  honorable  discharge  from  Gen.  Boyd, 
commanding  at  Fort  George — each  individual  has 
also  a testimony  which,  “ as  a rich  legacy,”  he  may 
bequeath  to  his  children.  The  General  Order,” 
kc.  shall  be  inserted  hereafter. 

A letter  io  the  editor  of  the  'Register,  from  a pri- 
vate gentleman  residing-  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
places  where  the  “ Baltimore  Blues”  have  been  up- 
on dut)',  speaking  of  their  discharge,  has  the  follow- 
ing elegant  remarks — “No  company  on  this  frontier 
has  done  moredaborious  and  active  duty  than  they  ; 
and  none  have  discharged  that  duty  with  more  ad- 
vantage to  their  country  and  honor  to  themselves. 
They  have  been  a practical  comment  on  this  eternal 
truth,  that  the  citizen  and  the  soldier  are  compati- 
ble characters.” 

(iOur  friends  in  America.”-*- This  phrase  has  been 
frequently  used  in  parliament.  The  British  minis- 
terialists calculate  as  fully  upon  them  as  on  sub- 
sidized Sweden.  A Montreal  paper  of  the  28th  ult. 
wishes  that  the  ministers  may  be  impeached  for  then 
neglect  of  Canada , and  says- 


The  apology  that  we 

ceeding  columns,  the  Baltimore  regiment  of  artillery  j have  friends  in  America  will  not  answer.  This  va- 


turned  out,  and"  at  high  twelve  let  the  wide  mouthVi 
cannon  to  “the  heavens  speak”  the  glorious  tidings. 
A grand  federal  salute  was  also  fired  from  the  fort ; 
and  the  “Ijirst  Marine  artillery  of  the  Union,”  after 
a superb  display  of  their  corps,  nearly  200  strong, 
escorting  their  181b.  field  pieces,  reiterated  “ Free 
trade  caul  Sailors  rights ” from  the  hill  near  the  Ob- 
servatory, about  sun-set,  making  the  welkin  ring. — 
In  the  evening,  the  bells  rang  a merry  peal,  and  with- 
out concert  or  previous  arrangement,  the  city  was 
suddenly,  but  splendidly  illuminated.  All  was  gra- 


Tliis  list  is  not  received. 


Liable  appendage  of  the  British  crown  is  neglected; 
and  a renegado  crown  prince  of  Sweden  is  subsidized 
with  a million,  and  afterwards  with  a pension,  of 
60,000<£  sterling ! Good  God ! what  are  we  come 
to  ?” 

One  of  “his  majesty’s”  deserters  at  Hampton  has 
returned  to  his  father’s  house,  near  Saratoga,  NCw 
York,  after  an  absence  of  more  than  seven  years, 
and  long  since  given  up  as  dead,  all  opportunity  of 
making  known  his  calamitous  situation  being  denied. 
The  European  Algerines  had  made  a slave  of  him. 

John  Gloninger , Esq.  the  only  representative  iu 
congress  from  Pennsylvania,,  that  voted  against  trio 
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tax  bills,  or  failed  to  give  energy  to  the  war,  lias  re- 
signed ; being  appointed  an  associate  j udge  of  Leba- 
non county,  it  is  confidently  said  that  his  place  will 
be  filled  .by  a gentleman  who  will  give  to  that  great 
state  an  unanimous  vote  on  all  questions  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  rights  against  the  aggressions  of  the 
barbarian  enemy. 

The  following,  says  the  Boston  Chronicle , is  from 
an  authentic  source,  communicated  in  a letter  from 
Halifax,  dated  the  4th  inst. 

“For  some  time  past  the  horizon  has  been  thicken- 
ing here,  until  the  storm  has  at  length  burst — 59  out 
of  50 0 troops  that  have  been  sent  here  from  Quebec, 
have  been  selected  and  sent  to  England,  reported  as 
having  given  themselves  up  as  British  subjects, 
though  not  one  of  them  lias  done  so. 

“One  hundred  of  our  seamen  have  been  selected 
from  Melville  Island,  embarked,  and  sail  to  day  for 
England. 

“Sixteen  men,  ten  of  the  Chesapeake’s  crew,  in 
which  is  the  carpenter  and  gunner,  and  six  officers 
of  different  privateers,  are  sent  to  the  common  gaol 
here,  and  confined  in  three  cells ; six  in  one,  and 
five  in  each  of  the  others,  anti  not  allowed  to  see 
any  one.  From  their  conduct  I think  it  fair  to  pre- 
sume all  exchange  is  at  an  end.  The  officers  con- 
fined are,  John  Light,  lieut.  of  the  Julian-Smith ; 
capt.  J,  It.  Morgan,  of  the  Enterprize;  Wm.  Lane, 
c pt.  1)  tv  d Perry  and  Thomas  Swaine,  lieuts.  of  the 
Wiley  .! Reynard;  Jus.  Trask,  sailing-master  of  the 
Revenge.  1 have  written  fully  to  Mr.  Miller  ; the 
fact  is,  he  has  no  power. 

“Except  your  smugglers,  no  Americans  are  per- 
mitted to  reside  in  Halifax,  nor  I believe  visit  it” 

A report  prevailed  at  JYIiUedgeville,  Geo.  on  the 
26th  ult.  that  the  Spaniards  had  demanded  the  re- 
possession of  Mobile,  and  the  territory  west  of  the 
Berdulo.  And  certain  accounts  had  been  received 
that  the  Crpcks  had  obtained  arms  and  ammunition 
from  Pensacola,.  It  was  understood  they  were  for- 
t fying  themselves  on  the  Alabama. 

A London  paper  of  June  28,  says — “A  great  sen- 
sation continues  to  prevail  in  the  commercial  world, 
in  consequence  of  the  repeated  advices  of  the  auda- 
city of  the  American  privateers  on  the  Irish  coast.” 
MILITARY. 

We  are  on  tip-toe  for  news  from  all  the  armies. 
We  look  for  a flood  qf  glad  tidings.  Every  thing 
geems  well. 

We  notice  the  arrival  of  several  bodies  of  troops 
at  Burlington  since  our  last. 

Col.  Beers  tier’s  regiment,  taken  at  the  Beaver 
dams,  have  arrived  at  Halifax. 

A detachment  of  14Q  recruits  left  Winchester,  Va. 
cm  the  14th  instant,  for  the  Canada  frontier. 

It  is  staled  that  martial-law  is  established  at 
Racketl’s  Harbor , and  that  every  person  who  visits 
th  t pi  >ce,  is  compelled  to.  submit  to  the  obligation 
oi  a solemn  oath  not  to  divulge  any  thing  that  may 
curne  under  his  observation  relative  to  military  af- 
fairs. 

the  cheek  Indians. 

Extract  of  a letter , dated  Creek  Agency,.  27th 
July,  >813. — The  Civil  war  among  the  Creeks  has 
raged  with  great  fury.  The  fanatics  have  destroyed 
Tuvkabachee,  the  chiefs  and  the  inhabitants  having 
previously  left  it,  under  an  escort  of  warriors  from 
Cusseta  and  Cowetaw,  and  moved  down  to  Cowetaw. 
Since  then  they  have  destroyed  Kialijee  and  several 
of  is  inhabitants,  and  more  than  thirty  have  been 
tided  on  both  sules.  Atibeecoochee  behaved  with 
consummate  bravery.  A party  under  a prophet  kil- 
led four  of  their  chiefs — the  warriors  killed  him  and 
ids  party,  and  hearing  that  Oackfuskaaphee  sided 


with  the  prophets,  they  turned  on  them  and  cut  the 
whole  off. 

“ It  is  now  reduced  to  a certainty  from  the  con- 
current testimony  of  a number  of  respectable  In- 
dians, that  this  civil  war  originated  with  the  British 
in  Canada,  and  as  soon  as  the  chiefs  friendly  to  the 
plan  of  civilization  and  their  adherents  ai’e  murdered 
or  put  to  flight,  the  fanatics  will  attack  our  frontier 
settlements  without  delay.  The  friendly  Indians  of 
the  Upper  towns  are  flying  to  Chattahochee,  where 
they  will  meet  the  aid  of  a military  force.  Some  re- 
gular troops  have  arrived  at  Fort  Hawkins,  and  the 
requisite  military  supplies  are  coming  on. 

“ The  governor  of  Georgia  having  received  { au- 
thentic information  of  a meditated  attack,’  has  au- 
thority to  call  the  state’s  quota  of  the  detachment  of 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  has 
the  requisite  power  to  co-operate  with  the  friertdly 
chiefs  without  delay  and  with  effect. 

“ The  citizens  in  the  forks  of  Alabama,  and  their 
neighbors  the  half  breeds,  must  put  themselves  into 
the  best  situation  they  can  to  resist  an  attack  from 
Alabama.” 

NAVAL. 

Capt.  Lawrence. — The  Bristol  (England)  J\  fir  for 
says — “We  understand  from  very  good  authority, 
that  the  late  captain  La  whence,  of  the  American 
frigate  Chesapeake,  was  a native  of  Bristol , and 
educated  at  Colston  charity  school  in  this  city.  He 
had  a younger  brother,  and  both  were  for  some  time 
in  the  navy ; but  being  disappointed  in  their  hopes 
of  promotion,  they  went  to  America , where  they 
shortly  after  obtained  the  command  of  gun-boats, 
from  which  captain  Lawhencf.  was  transferred  to 
the  Hornet , and  afterwards  to  the  Chesapeake.” 

Com.  Rodgers,  the  Englishmen  have  it,  is  the  son 
of  an  Scotch  baker  ! — Boor  stupid  John  Bull. 

A late  Halifax  paper  says — “An  American  brig 
from  Antigua,  with  14 7 puncheons  molasses,  has 
arrived  at  Yarmouth,  prize  to  the  privateer  Fly.” — 
What  business  had  an  American  brig  at  Antigua — ■ 
how  did  she  enter  and  clear  at  that  port  ? 

The  London  papers  continue  to  state  that  com. 
Rodgers  lias  been  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

“ Yankee  tnck.” — A sclir.  belonging  to  Penobscot 
river,  from  Salem,  lately  captured  by  the  English 
privateer  schr.  Dart,  off  Mount  Desert,  and  who 
luid  all  her  hands  taken  out,  except  one  young  man 
18  years  of  age,  after  having  two  others  from  the 
privateer  put  on  board,  was  ordered  for  Halifax. — 
The  young  man  had  the  pilottingof  the  vessel,  and 
put  into  Machias  harbor  in  a fog-,  where  she  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  revenue  boat. 

It  is  stated  that  an  American  privateer  was  fitting 
out  at  JYaples,  about  the  middle  of  April. 

It  is  the  “ Young  True  Blooded  Yankee”  that  was 
taken  by  the  British — The  Old  True  Blooded  Yan- 
kee is  going  on  in  the  old  way. 

An  American  privateer  ship,  of  22  guns,  wasfitt 
ting  out  at  Merseilles  in  July. 

Capt,  Graham  late  of  the  Lauristinus  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  Essex  frigate. — London , July  14. — The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Buenos  Ayres , 
dated  April  8 : — 

‘“file  American  frigate  Essex  is  in  Valpariso , 
where  she  arrived  the  18th  of  March  last,  after  a 
passage  of  35  days  from  the  island  of  Sebastiatis , 
near  Rio  Janeiro.  She  is  armed  with  45  guns,  and 
420  picked  men,  and  in  other  respects  she  is  ex- 
ceedingly well  found.  It  is  certain  that  Poynsett, 
the  American  consul  there,  wrote  to  his  government 
for  a vessel  of  this  description.  There  were  illumi- 
nations and  balls  on  account  of  her  arrival.” 

TlieJjpdies  oiLwarence  and  Ludlow  were  interre 
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with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  at  New  York  on  the 
16th  inst.  The  procession  has  no  parallel  for  the 
number  that  attended  it,  in  the  United  States  ; and 
the  spectators  were  estimated  at  30,Ud0.  Bishop 
Hobart  consigned  the  bodies  to  the  earth.  A'  due 
account  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  recorded. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  bodies  of  those 
sailors  were  brought  to  New  York  by  land,  the 
“magnanimous  English”  having  refused  a passage 
for  them  by  water.  And  we  are  assured,  from  a 
source  entitled  to  our  confidence,  that  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  the  funeral  at  Halifax , on  which  we  have 
been  told  so  much  to  the  credit  of  the  enemy,  was 
defrayed  by  the  U.  S.  agent,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  charg- 
ed to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  Sept,  several  naval 
officers  and  about  200  seamen  arrived  at  Burlington. 

The  prize  schooner  General  Horseford,  has  been 
purchased  at  Savannah,  by  the  United  States,  for 
6,950$.  Site  is  an  excellent  vessel. 

Cai’t.  Broke’ s challenge.---' The  following  is  from 
the  Essex  Register.  We  believe  it  may  be  depend- 
ed upon  as  minutely  correct : 

“The  letter  from  capt.  Broke  [see  Weekj.y  Regis- 
ter, page  29]  to  capt.  Lawrence,  inviting  him  to 
meet  the  Shannon,  is  given  below.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  apparently  liberal  terms  on  which  capt.  B. 
proposed  in  this  letter  to  meet  the  Chesapeake,  and 
the  praise  which  have  consequently  been  bestowed 
on  him,  we  consider  it  nothing  more  than  a gross  de- 
ception. Capt.  Slocum,  of  this  town,  who  was  the 
bearer  of  this  challenge  from  the  Shannon  on  the 
day  of  the  action,  (having  been  a prisoner  onboard 
her)  slates,  that  capt.  Broke  himself  told  him,  at 
9 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  that  the  Che- 
sapeake had  fired  a gun  and  loosed  her  sails,  and 
was  coming  out.  At  12  o’clock,  capt.  Broke  told 
cap*.  Slocum,  that  he  might  go  on  shore,  and  re- 
quested him  to  take  a letter  to  the  commander  of 
the  Chesapeake.  It  was  nearly  1 o’clock  when  he 
left  the  ship,  and  the  Chesapeake  was  in  sight  under 
full  sail  standing  out  to  meet  the  Shannon  ! Instead 
of  sending  capt.  Slocum  as  a flag  of  truce  as  he 
might  have  done  directly  to  capt.  Lawrence,  he  di- 
rected the  boat  to  put  him  ashore  at  Marblehead, 
from  which  place  Broke  knew  that  the  challenge 
could  not  get  to  Boston  in  time  to  be  seen  by  capt. 
Lawrence. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Shannon. — The  capture  of 
the  Chesapeake  lias  excited  the  most  extravagant 
joy  in  Great  Britain.  Some  of  the  cities  have  been 
illuminated — the  tower  guns  fired — the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  London,  with  a sword  of  the  value  of  100 
guineas,  was  voted  to  captain  Broke — many  large 
speeches  were  made  in  parliament  about  it,  and  the 
splendor  of  this  deed,  (the  capture  of  an  American 
frigate  by  a British  vessel  of  the  same  force,  and  un- 
der very  peculiar  advantages  !)  seems  to  have  obliter- 
ated the  glory  of  the  battles  of  the  Nile  nr  Trafal- 
gar. As  usual,  John  Bull  is  gulled  by  the  most  out- 
rageous falshoods — but  the  late  Boxing  match  with 
the  Enterprize  will  give  him  a little  insight  into  the 
real  merits  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Croker , principal  secretary  to  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  in  his  place  in  the  house  of  commons, 
among  other  Remarks,  said — “The  action  with  the 
Chesapeake,  was,  in  every  respect,  unexampled. — 
It  was  not, — and  he  knew’  it  wTas  a bold  assertion 
which  he  made, — to  be  equalled  by  any  engagement 
which  graced  the  naval  annals  of  G.  Britain.  The 
enemy’s  ship  was  superior  in  size,  superior  in  weight 
of  metal,  superior  in  numbers.  She  entered  into 
the  contest  with  a confidence  of  victory  resulting 
from  that  conviction.  He  was  warranted  in  saying 
tl*4t  tjie  victory  was  accomplished  in  less  than  15 


minutes,  of  which  only  three  minutes  were  occu- 
pied in  boarding,  when  310  British  seamen  had  to 
contend  with  440  of  the  enemy.” 

This  is  somewhat  different  for  the  talk  of  that 
gentleman  and  his  friends  some  little  time  ago,  about 
our  “fir-built  frigates,  manned  by  bastards  and  out- 
laws.” 

The  British  official  account  of  the  action  inserted 
in  page  30,  was  a translation  from  a French  paper — 
the  following  is  from  the  London  Gazette.  What  a 
pity  is  it,  that  with  so  much  vaporing  and  swagger- 
ing, and  a disregard  to  truth,  in  some  essential  par- 
ticulars, capt.  Broke  has  sullied  his  claims  to  glory 
for  having  captured  the  first,  and  yet  only  American 
frigate.  He  has  neither  told  the  truth,  nor  the  * 
whole  truth,  though  he  has  said  much  that  is  not 
the  truth  : 

Admiralty  Office,  July  10. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  the  lion,  captain  Capel , of  H. 

M.  ship  La  Hogue,  to  John  Wilson  Croker , Esq. 

dated  Halifax,  June  11,  1813 

Sin — It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I transmit 
you  a letter  I have  just  received  from  capt.  Broke, 
of  his  majesty’s  ship  Shannon,  detailing  a most  bril- 
liant achievement  in  the  capture  of  the  U.  States* 
frigate  Chesapeake,  in  15  minutes.  Captain  Broke 
relates  so  fully  the  particulars  of  this  gallant  affair, 
that  I feel  it  unnecessary  to  add  much  to  his  narra- 
tive ; but  I cannot  forbear  expressing  the  pleasure 
l feel  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  indefatigable  exer- 
tions and  persevering  zeal  of  capt.  Broke  during 
the  time  he  has  been  under  my  orders;  placing  a 
firm  reliance  on  the  valor  of  his  officers  and  crew, 
and  a just  confidence  in  his  system  of  discipline,  he 
sought  every  opportunity  of  meeting  the  enemy  on 
fair  terms  ; and  I have  to  rejoice  with  his  country 
and  his  friends,  at  the  glorious  result  of  this  con- 
test : he  gallantly  headed  his  boarders  in  the  assault, 
and  carried  all  before  him.  His  wounds  are  severe, 
but  I trust  his  country  will  not  long  be  deprived  of 
his  services.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  BLADEN  CAPEL, 

Capt.  and  senior  oficer  at  Hal  fax. 

Shannon,  Halifax,  June  6,  1813. 

Str — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  being 
close  in  with  Boston  light  bouse  in  his  majesty’s 
ship  under  my  command,  on  the  1st  inst.  I had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  that  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake  (whom  we  had  been  long  watching)  was 
coming  out  of  the  harbor  to  engage  the  Sham  M.  ; I 
took  a position  between  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod,  and 
then  hove  to  for  him  to  join  us;  the  enemy  came 
down  in  a very  handsome  manner,  having  three  Ame- 
rican ensigns  flying ; when  closing  with  us  he  sent 
down  his  royal  yards,  I kept  the  Shannon’s  up,  ex- 
pecting the  breeze  would  die  away.  At  half  past 
5 P.  M.  the  enemy  hauled  up  within  hail  of  us  on 
the  starboard  side,  and  the  battle  began,  both  ships 
steering  under  the  topsails  ; after  exchanging  be- 
tween two  and  three  broadsides,  the  enemy’s  ship 
fell  on  board  of  us,  her  mizen  channels  locking  in 
with  our  fore  rigging.  I went  forward  to  ascertain 
her  position,  and  observing  that  the  enemy  were 
flinching  from  their  guns,  I gave  orders  to  prepare 
for  boarding.  Our  gallant  band,  appointed  to  that 
service,  immediately  rushed  in,  under  their  respec- 
tive officers,  upon  the  enemy’s  necks,  driving  every 
thing  before  them  with  irresistible  fury.  The  enemy 
made  a desperate  but  disorderly  resistance.  The 
firing  continued  at  all  the  gang  ways  and  between 
the  tops,  but  in  two  minutes  time  the  enemy  were 
driven  sword  in  hand  from  every  post  Tiie  Ame- 
rican flag  was  hauled  down,  and  the  proud  old  Bri- 
tish union  floated  triumphant  over  it.  In  another 
minute  they  ceased  firing  from  below,  and  called  fty 
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quarter.  The  whole  of  this  service  was  achieved  in 
fifteen  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 
action. 

I have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  of  my  gallant 
shipmates,  but  they  fell  exulting  in  their  conquest. 

My  brave  first  lieut.  Mr.  Watt,  was  slain  in  the 
moment  of  victory,  in  the  act  of  hoisting  the  Bri- 
tish colors  ; his  death  is  a severe  loss  to  the  service. 
Mr.  Aldham,  the  purser,  who  had  spiritedly  volun- 
teered the  charge  of  a party  of  small  arm  men, 
was  killed  at  his  post  on  the  gangway.  My  faith- 
ful old  clerk,  Mr.  Dunn,  was  shot  by  his  side.  Mr. 
Aldham  has  left  a widow  to  lament  his  loss.  I re- 
quest the  commander  in  chief  will  recommend  her 
to  the  protection  of  my  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty.  My  veteran  boatswain,  Mr.  Stephens, 
lias  lost  an  arm.  He  fought  under  lord  Rodney  on 
the  12th  of  April.  I trust  his  age  and  services  will 
be  duly  rewarded. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  Sam  well,  a midship- 
man of  much  merit,  is  the  only  other  officer  wound- 
ed besides  myself  and  he  not  dangerously.  Of  my 
gallant  seamen  and  marines  we  had  twenty-three 
slain  and  fifty-six  wounded.  I subjoin  the  names  of 
the  former.  No  expressions  I can  make  use  of  can 
do  justice  to  the  merits  of  my  officers  and  crew; 
the  calm  courage  they  displayed  during  the  cannon- 
ade, and  the  tremendous  precision 'of  their  fire,  was 
only  equalled  by  the  ardor  with  which  they  rushed 
to  the  assault.  I recommend  them  all  warmly  to  the 
commander  in  chief.  Having  received  a sabre  wound 
at  the  first  onset,  whilst  charging  a part  of  the  ene- 
my who  had  rallied  upon  their  forecastle,  I was  only 
capable  of  giving  command  till  assured  our  victory 
was  complete.  I then  directed  my  second  lieut.  Mr. 
Wallis  to  take  command  of  the  Shannon  and  secure 
the  prisoners.  I left  the  third  lieut.  Mr.  Falkner 
(who  had  headed  the  main  deck  boarders)  in  charge 
of  the  prize.  I beg  to  recommend  these  officers 
most  strongly  to  the  commander  in  chief’s  patronage, 
for  the  gallantry  the}'  displayed  during  the  action, 
and  the  skill  and  judgment  they  evinced  in  the  anx- 
ious duties  which  afterwards  devolved  upon  them. 

To  Mr.  E touch  the  acting  master,  I am  much  in- 
debted, for  the  steadiness  in  which  he  conn’d  the 
ship  into  action.  The  lieutenants  Johns  and  Law, 
of  the  marines  bravely  bqarded  at  the  head  of  their 
respective  divisions.  It  is  impossible  to  particular- 
ize (r  efy  brilliant  deed  performed  by  my  officers  and 
men  ; but  I must  mention,  when  the  ships’  yard 
arms  were  locked  together,  that  Mr.  Cosnaham,  who 
commanded  in  our  main  top,  finding  himself  screen- 
ed from  the  enemy  by  the  foot  of  their  topsail,  laid 
out  at  the  main  yard  arm  to  fire  upon  them,  and 
shot  three  men  in  that  situation.  Mr.  Smith,  who 
commanded  in  our  fore  top,  stormed  the  enemy’s 
fore  top  from  the  fore  yardarm,  and  destroyed  all  the 
Americans  remaining  in  it.  I particularly  beg  leave 
to  recommend  Mr.  Etouch,  the  acting  master,  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  Leake,  Clavering,  Raymond  and  Lit- 
tlejoha,  midshipmen.  The  latter  officer  is  the  son 
of  capt.  Littlejohn,  who  was  slain  in  the  Berwick. — 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  about  70  killed,  and  100 
wounded.  Among  the  former  were  the  four  lieu- 
tenants, a lieutenant  of  marines,  the  master,  and 
many  other  officers.  Captain  Lawrence  is  since  dead 
of  his  wounds. 

The  enemy  came  into  action  with  a complement 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  men  ; the  Shannon  having 
picked  up  some  recaptured  seamen,  had  three  hun- 
dred and  thirl y.  The  Chesapeake  is  a fine  frigate, 
and  mounts  forty-nine  guns,  eighteens  on  her  main 
deck,  two  and  thirties  on  her  quarter  deck  and  fore- 
castle. Bqth  ships  ^ome  out  of  action  in  the  most 


beautiful  order,  their  rigging  appearing  as  perfect 
as  if  they  had  only  been  exchanging  a salute. 

1 have  die  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  P.  is.  y.  BROKE. 

To  captain  the  hon.  T.  Bladen  Capel,  &c.  Halifax. 

List  of  killed  o?i  board  of  his  majesty's  ship  Shannon. 

G.  T.  L.  Watt,  first  iieutenant,  G.  Aldham,  pur- 
ser ; John  Dunn,  captain’s  clerk. 

Seamen. — G.  Gilbert,  William  Berilles,  Noil  Gil- 
cherist,  Thomas  Selby,  James  Long,  John  Young, 
James  Wallace,  Joseph  Brown,  Thomas  Barr,  Mi- 
chael Murphy,  Thomas  Jones,  John  O’Connelly  and 
Thomas  Barry,  (first  class)  boy. 

Marines. — -Samuel  Millard,  corporal  ; Jas.  Jay  ms, 
Dominique.  Sader  and  William  Young,  privates. 

Supernumeraries. — William  Morrisay,  John  Mo- 
riarty  and  Thomas  German. 

The  Entehfkize  and  Boxer. — A public  dinner 
has  been  given  by  the  people  of  Portland,  to  lieut. 
M‘Call  and  the  officers  of  the  Enterprize,  for  their 
gallant  conduct  in  beating  the  Boxer.  A Boston  pa- 
per says,  thatcapt.  Gordon,  of  the  Rattler,  had  sent 
a flag  of  truce  intb  Portland  requesting  an  exchange 
, of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Boxer ,-  and  if  that 
were  refused  to  obtain  an  official  account  of  the 
action.  The  first  request  could  not  be  complied 
with  ; but  capt.  G.  might  be  indulged  with  the  last. 

A caiux — Capt.  HULL,  with  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprize,  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  readiness  and  alacrity  with  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Portland,  in  their  civil  and  military  de- 
partments, assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  brave  lieut.  William  Burrows,  late  comman- 
der of  the  Enterprize,  who  tell  in  the  gallant  action 
with  H.  B.  M.  brig  Boxer,  which  she  captured  and 
brought  into  this  port ; and  beg  they  will  receive 
their  grateful  acknowledgments  for  t heir  very  hand- 
some tribute  of  respect  exhibited  in  their  atten- 
dance on  the  funeral  of  that  brave  officer,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  gallant  competitor,  captain  Samuel 
Blyth,  late  commander  of  the  Boxer,  who  fell  in 
I the  same  action,  and  to  whom  equal  honors  were 
paid  in  every  respect,  in  their  funeral  obsequies,  ex- 
hibiting to  the  world  an  evidence  of  that  character 
which  the  Americans  are  proud  to  possess,  of  shew- 
ing every  tribute  of  respect  to  a brave  enemy  who 
has  fallen  in  combat,  and  of  extending  to  those  in 
their  power  every  mark  of  liberality  and  comfort 
consistent  with  their  situation  as  prisoners. 

Capt.  Hull,  with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  En- 
terprize, embrace  the  present  occassion  to  express 
the  sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  prompt  atten-.. 
tion  and  of  the  active  and  humane  exertions  of  Sam’l 
Storer,  Esq.  the  U.  S.  navy  agent  at  Portland,  in 
having  every  accommodation  provided  for  the 
wounded  on  board  the  U.  S.  brig  Enterprize,  as  well 
as  those  on  board  the  Boxer,  between  whom  no  dis- 
tinction was  made.  And  they  likewise  beg  the  Phy- 
sicians of  Portland  who  have  been  so  kind  as  to  af- 
ford the  most  prompt  and  ample  exercise  of  their 
professions  towards  the  wounded  of  both  vessels,  to 
accept  their  best  thanks. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  com.  Hull  to  com.  Bainbridge% 
dated  the  10 thinst. 

“I  jresterday  visited  the  two  brigs  and  was  asto- 
nished to  see  the  difference  of  injury  sustained  in 
the  action.  The  Enterprize  has  but  one  18  pound 
shot  in  her  hull,  one  in  her  mainmast,  and  one  in 
her  foremast ; her  sails  are  much  cut  with  grape 
shot  and  there  are  a great  number  of  grape  lodged 
in  her  sides,  but  no  injury  done  by  them.  The  Box- 
er has  eighteen  or  twenty  18  pound  shot  in  her  hull, 
most  of  them  at  the  water’s  edge — several  stands  of 
18  pound  grape  stick  in  her  side,  and  such  a quan- 
tity of  small  grape  that  I did  not  undertake^)  count 
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them.  Her  masts,  sails  and  spars  are  literally  cut 
to  pieces,  several  of  her  guns  dismounted  and  unfit 
for  service  ; her  top  galiant  forecastle  nearly  taken 
off'  by  the  shot,  her  boats  cut  to  pieces,  and  her 
quarters  injured  in  proportion.  To  give  you  an  idea 
of  the  quantity  of  shot  about  her,  I inform  you  that 
I counted  in  her  mainmast  alone  three  18  pound  shot 
holes,  18  large  grape  shot  holes,  16  musket  ball 
holes,  and  a large  number  of  smaller  shot  holes,  with- 
out counting  above  the  cat  harpins. 

“We  find  it  impossible  to  get  at  the  number  kill- 
ed ; no  papers  are  found  by  which  we  can  ascertain 
it — I,  however,  counted  upwards  of  90  hammocks 
which  were  in  her  netting  with  beds  in  them,  be- 
sides several  beds  without  hammocks  ; and  she  lias 
excellent  accommodations  for  all  her  officers  below 
in  staterooms,  so  that  I have  no  doubt  that  she  had 
one  hundred  men  on  hoard.  We  know  that  she  has 
several  of  the  Rattler's  men  on  board , and  a quantity 
of  wads  was  taken  out  of  the  Rattler,  loaded  with 
four  large  grape  shot  with  a small  hole  in  the  centre 
to  put  in  a cartridge  that  the  inside  of  the  wad  may 
take  fire  when  it  leaves  the  gun.  In  short,  she  is  in 
every  respect  completely  fiued  and  her  accommoda- 
tions exceed  any  thing  I have  seen  in  a vessel  of  her 
class.” 

Remarks. — There  have  been  various  opinions  re- 
specting tae  relative  force  of  the  vessels,  and  some 
ungenerous  a&empts  have  been  made  to  diminish 
the  splendor  of  the  victory.  The  foregoing  extracts, 
we  conceive  irrefragably  settle  the  question  of  force 
and  of  skill.  It  appears  that  in  number  of  men  the 
enemy  were  equal ; in  number  of  guns  it  was  well 
known  the  enemy  were  superior ; and  the  vast  dif- 
ference of  execution  confirms  (if  confirmance  were 
wanted)  the  fact  of  the  high  degree  of  superiority 
of  our  seamen  in  the  art  of  gunnery.  And,  above 
all  other  considerations,  it  proves  that  American  tars 
are  determined  to  support  their  government,  in  a 
j ust  war  waged  in  defence  of 

“free  TIU.BE  A XI)  sailors’  rights.” 

From  what  has  been  said  in  the  “well  inclined”  pa- 
pers at  Boston,  the  following  may  appear — “ There 
was  only  half  a man  killed  on  board  his  majesty’s 
brig  Boxer,  and  three-quarters  of  two  men  wound- 
ed. Her  whole  crew  consisted  of  seven  men  ; two 
had  been  sent  off  in  three  prizes  and  two  were 
on  shore,  so  that  the  whole  number  in  the  action  was 
four  persons.  The  tonnage  of  the  Boxer  is  5 tons 
and  one  quarter.  All  this  is  from  a gentleman  of 
great  respectability , and  will  be  confirmed  by  the 
(British]  official  account.” 

Capt.  Gordon  of  the  Rattler , wac  exceedingly  anx- 
ious to  get  back  the  men  that  he  had  sent  for  the 
boxing  match  ; but  Burrows  had  impressed  them. — 
They  will  however  be  “ given  up ” speedily. 

FROM  THE  PORTLAND  ARGUS,  OF  SEPTEMBER  16. 

On  Monday  last,  the  British  sloop  of  war  Rat- 
tler, with  two  other  armed  vessels,  of  smaller 
size,  appeared  off' our  port,  and  the  Rattler  stood 
in  near  to  the  land,  with  a white  flag  at  her  fore- 
top gallant-mast  head.  Soon  after,  a boat  from 
her,  bearing  a white  flag,  with  a lieutenant  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  Scammel,  and  presented  the  fol- 
lowing nojje  from  captain  Gordon  to  col.  Learned. 
Tiiis,  with  the  colonel’s  reply  and  the  fetter  of  the 
marshal,  we  have  solicited  for  publication,  that 
the  public  may  judge  of  the  motive. 

11.  B.  J\f.  ship  Rattler,  off  Portland , 

loth  September , 1813. 

Sir — Haying  during  the  time  that  I havd  been  on 
this  station,  released  and  sent  into  Portland,  many 
American  subjects,  made  prisoners  by  his  majesty’s 
§hip  under  my  command;  and  having  released  on 
parole  the  captain,  officers  and  crew  of  the  armed 


ship  Alexander,  taken  on  your  coast  in  May  last,  I 
have  been  induced  to  send  in  a flag  of  true,  in  the 
hope  that  the  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s late  gun  brig  Boxer,  may  be  sent  out  to  me, 
either  in  exchange  for  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
Alexander,  whose  parole  I have  sent  in  by  the  officer 
m charge  of  this  letter,  or  in  exchange  for  the  same 
number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  late  U.  S.  frigate 
Chesapeake,  which  shall  be  regularly  ratified  by  the 
proper  authorities,  on  the  admiral  at  Halifax  receiv- 
ing the  intelligence.  Should  this  request  not  Be 
complied  with,  motives  of  humanity  to  the  friends 
of  the  survivors,  will,  I trust,  induce  you  to  suffer 
the  bearer  to  have  communication  with  the  late 
officers  of  the  Boxer,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  names 
of  those  who  have  fallen  in  this  unequal*  conflict. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble 
servant,  ALEXANDER  GORDON,  Capt. 

The  commandant  of  the  garvison 
at  Portland. 

Fort  Scammel,  13 th  Sept.  1812. 

Sir — I have  received  your  communication  by  the 
officer  bearing  your  flag.  In  answer,  I can  only  ob- 
serve, that  I have  no  authority  vested  in  me  to  treat 
upon  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  the  sole  power  of 
which  is  vested  in  the  commissary  general  of  pri- 
soners of  war  at  Washington.  The  men  taken  in 
his  majesty’s  brig  Boxer,  have  been  sent  to  Boston, 
except  the  wounded,  who  are  attended  by  their  own 
physician,  under  the  direction  of  their  own  officers, 
and  you  may  rest  assured  that  every  thing  will  be 
furnished  them  that  can  contribute  to  their  comfort. 
The  politeness  and  humanity  with  which  capt.  Gor- 
don has  treated  those,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has 
thrown  into  his  power,  1 trust  will  be  remembered 

* It  is  impossible  that  the  British,  at  once,  should 
get  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  pride  they  had  erect- 
ed for  themselves,  by  their  deeds  on  the  ocean.  Their 
high  renown  has  been  obtained  by  combating  French- 
men and  Spaniards ; who,  whatever  mav  be  their 
worth  on  the  land,  want  a certain  indescribable  some- 
thing, with  a great  deal  of  experience  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  ships,  to  qualify  them  to  contend  with 
the  Leviathan  of  the  sea,  on  the  clement  he  claims 
as  his  own.  In  every  contact  with  anything  like  an 
equality  of  force,  whether  in  public  or  private  ai  m- 
ed vessels,  we  have  beat  the  Englishmen , the  “ affair 
of  the  Chesapeake ” only  excepted,  which  we  attri- 
bute to  a chain  of  untoward  events,  that  valor 

could  not  foresee  or  guard  against ! Perry's  glo* 

rious  victory,  (God  bless  him  and  all  that  were  with 
him  !)  vastly  strengthens  the  idea  here  entertained. 
We  regret  that  captain  Gordon,  of  the  Rattler , has 
as  mean  views  as  the  “ well  inclined”  printers  at 
Boston,  to  underrate  this  splendid  achievement ; for 
he  appears,  in  many  respects,  to  be  a worthy  man. 
It  is  distinctly  stated  by  a gentleman  who  was  on 
board  the  Nymph  frigate,  that  he  understood  from 
captain  Epswoi  th,  of  that  ship,  that  the  Boxer " was 
fitted  out  at  Halifax , for  the  express  purpose  of 
meeting  the  Enteipnze , to  settle  the  affair  “ as  to 
superiority.”  This  was  sometime  before  the  battle. 
The  pitiful  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  Java , 
has  been  recorded  in  its  proper  colours,  for  attempt- 
ing to  reduce  the  quantity  of  the  force  of  that  ship, 
(see  Wef.rly  Register,  vol.  IV,  page  2 75.) — and  in 
the  present  case,  the  British  would  have  us  believe 
they  had  only  sixty-six  men,  though  sixty-four  have 
been  brought  in  as  prisoners,  and  six  thrown  over- 
board, dead,  by  our  own  people,  after  they  had  pos- 
session of  the  prize.  See  captain  Hull’s  letter,  in- 
serted above.  The  vessels  speak  for  themselves — 
the  timber  and  guns  will  not  lie  ; and  the  statement 
made  in  our  last  is  amply  confirmed.  Ed.  Reg. 
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with  respect  for  his  character,  even  bv  those  whom 
war  has  made  his  enemies  ; and  I regret  that  my  du- 
ty will  totally  forbid  a compliance  with  his  request 
for  an  interview  with  the  officers  of  the  Boxer. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant. 

J.  D.  LEARNED,  Col.  Coni' dt. 
Alexander  Gordon , Esq. 

Capt.  H.  B.  M.  ship  Rattler. 

Fort  Scammel,  Sept.  13,  1813. 

Sib — Col  Learned  having-  communicated  your  let- 
ter of  this  day  to  me,  I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you 
that  no  power  is  vested  in  me  to  exchange  prisoners 
of  war,  or  to  parole  them  without  the  country — The 
officers  of  the  Boxer  who  survived  the  action,  are 
parolled,  and  treated  as  gentlemen  and  brave  men, 
who  contended  with  courage  in  a very  equal  contest 
for  victory  and  glory. — The  wounded  are  in  the  same 
hospital  with  the  wounded  of  the  Enterprize,  and  as 
well  treated.  Captain  Blytli’s  body  was  buried  with 
the  same  honors  as  the  body  of  captain  Burrows,  and 
the  remains  of  the  two  brave  men  lay  near  each  other. 
Your  prisoners  are  treated  with  humanity,  and  my 
personal  attention  to  them  will  be  given  to  make 
them  comfortable.  I witnessed  the  handsome  treat- 
ment of  captain  Gordon  to  the  officers  of  the  Alex- 
ander. I am  proud  to  say  his  reputation  stands  high 
as  a humane  officer,  and  regret  that  those  officers 
whom  the  fate  of  war  has  made  prisoners,  cannot  be 
permitted  to  communicate  with  the  flag  this  evening. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

T/G.  THORNTON,  Marshal  of  Maine. 
Alexander  Gordon , Esq. 

Capt.  H.  B.  M.  ship  Rattler. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Isaac  Hull,  Esq.  commanding 

Naval  Officer  on  the  station  East  of  Portsmouth. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth, 

14th  September,  1813. 

Sib — I have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  by  the 
mail,  the  flags  of  the  late  British  brig  Boxer,  which 
were  nailed  to  her  mast-heads  at  the  time  she  en- 
gaged, and  was  captured  by  the  United  States  brig 
Enterprize. 

Great  as  the  pleasure  is  that  I derive  from  per- 
forming this  part  of  my  duty,  I need  not  tell  you 
how  different  my  feelings  would  have  been,  could 
the  gallant  Burrows  have  had  this  honor  ! 

He  went  into  action  most  gallantly,  and  the  dif- 
ference of  injury  done  the  two  vessels  proves  how 
nobly  he  fought. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  Wan  Jones,  Sec’ry  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Thos.  Macdonough , Esq.  com- 
manding the  United  States  naval  forces  on  Lake 

Champlain. 

United  States*  Sloop  President, 
near  Plattsburg,  Sept.  9,  1813. 

Sib — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I arrived 
here  yesterday  from  near  the  lines,  having  sailed 
from  Burlington  on  the  6th  inst.  with  an  intention 
to  fall  in  with  the  enemy,  who  were  then  near  this 
place  ; having  proceeded  to  within  a short  distance 
of  the  lines,  I received  information  that  they  were  at 
anchor  there : soon  after,  they  weighed  and  stood 
to  the  northward  out  of  the  lake — thus,  if  not  ac- 
knowledging our  ascendancy  on  the  lake,  evincing 
an  unwillingness  (although  they  had  the  advantage 
©f  situation,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  chan- 
nel in  which  their  galleys  could  work,  when  we 
should  want  room)  to  determine  it. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 
Hon.  IV.  Jones , Sec*ry  of  the  Navy. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  lieut.  Beacon , late  comman- 
der of  the  sell »\  Growler. 

“On  the  night  of  the  10th  of  August,  both  fleets 
were  in  sight  of  each  other;  the  order  of  battle 
was  formed  and  my  station  was  ahead  of  the  Gene- 
ral Pike  to  windward. 

“At  10  o’clock  the  British  fleet  bore  down,  and  a 
general  action  was  expected.  At  11  o’clock  our 
schooners  commenced  a fire  with  their  long  guns. — 
At  this  time  the  enemy’s  fleet  had  a fresh  breeze, 
which  enabled  them  to  come  down  very  rapidly ; 
they  being  to  windward,  it  appeared  to  be  sir  James 
Yoe’s  intention  to  run  down  to  engage  our  commo- 
dore, but  on  our  fleet  keeping  away  lie  hauled  his 
wind  and  cut  us  off.  In  this  situation  I had  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  to  contend  with,  and  only 
the  assistance  of  the  Julia,  a schooner  of  about  the 
size  of  the  Growler.  We  held  out  for  some  time, 
doing  all  tve  could  to  make  our  escape,  but  our  fleet 
still  keeping  away,  and  no  assistance  at  hand,  we 
being  then  close  under  the  guns  of  two  of  the  ene- 
my’s largest  ships,  we  were  under  the  unpleasant 
necessity  of  surrendering  to  so  superior  a force. — 
My  loss  was  one  man  killed,  the  Growler  was  much 
cut  in  her  rigging  and  spars — Should  any  thing  be 
said  in  public,  prejudicial  to  my  character  or  con- 
duct as  an  officer,  you  may  contradict  it  without 
fear,  as  it  will  soon  be  in  my  power  to  clear  up  that 
point,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  body. 

“The  moment  I am  exchanged,  which  will  per- 
haps be  soon,  I will  send  you  a detailed  aecount  of 
all  our  proceedings,  since  I have  been  on  the  lakes. 
My  health  is  tolerably  good,  except  the  fatigue  oc- 
casioned by  a long  journey,  being  now  on  my  way 
from  York  to  Quebec  (a  distance  of  600  miles) 
where  all  American  prisoners  are  sent. 

“As  this  letter  will  come  open,  you  will  not  find 
it  very  interesting.  You  will  not  forget  to  recollect, 
when  you  write  to  me,  that  all  letters  are  opened 
before  I can  receive  them.” 

(£j>  FROM  LAKE  ERIE 
We  have  most  glorious  news.  Thanks  be  to  God 
for  this  splendid  victory  that  has  relieved  a very  ex- 
posed and  extensive  frontier  from  the  allied  bayonet 
and  scalping-knife,  and  of  those  who,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  London  paper,  [see  page  16]  swelled 
“the  British  shout  of  victory  with  the  yell  of  the 
Indian  war  whoop.”  It  is  a victory  of  its  own  kind, 
unrivalled — un imagined,  and  leading  to  consequen- 
ces of  the  highest  importance.  But  Commodore 

Pkbby  holds  an  able  pen  ! Who  will  not  feel 

for  the  brave  spirits  of  the  Lawrence  ? But  the  de- 
parted hero  had  said,  “Don't  give  up  the  ship  /”  and 
the  Lawrence  was  held  beyond  all  that  could  have 
been  expected  of  heroes. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Perry  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

U,  S.  brig  Niagara,  off  the  Western  Sister, 

Head  of  Lake  Erie,  September  10,1613,  4 P.  M. 

Sir— It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  a signal  victory  over  their 
enemies  on  this  lake.  The  British  squadron  con- 
sisting of  two  ships,  two  brigs,  one  schooner  and  one 
sloop,  have  this  moment  surrendered  to  the  force  un- 
der my  command,  after  a sharp  conflict. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 

The  hon.  Wm.  Jones , 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  brig  Niagara,  off  the  Western  Sister, 

Head  of  Lake  Erie,  September  10th,  1813,  4.  P.  M. 

Dear  General— We  have  met  the  enemy  ; and 
they  are  ours.  Two  ships,  two  brigs,  one  schooner 
and  ope  sloop.  Yours  with  great:  respect  and  esleeih, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
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September  11  th,  1812. 

Dear  Sin — We  have  a great  number  of  prisoners, 
tvhich  I wish  to  land  : will  you  be  so  good  as  to  or- 
der a guard  to  receive  them  ; and  inform  me  the 
pi  ice  ? Considerable  numbers  have  been  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides.  From  the  best  information, 
we  have  more  prisoners  than  we  have  men  on  board 
our  vessels.  In  great  haste,  yours  very  trulv, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 

General  Harrison . 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Perry  to>  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  JVavy. 

U.  S.  schooner  Ariel, 

Put-in -Bay,  13th  September,  1813. 

Sin — In  my  last  I informed  you  that  we  had  cap- 
tured the  enemy’s  fleet  on  this  lake.  I have  now  the 
honor  to  give  you  the  most  important  particulars  of 
the  action.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  inst.  at  sun 
rise,  they  were  discovered  from  Put-in  Bay,  when  1 
lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  my  command. 
We  got  under  weigh,  the  wind  light  at  S.  W.  and 
stood  for  him.  At  10  A.  M.  the  wind  hauled  to  S. 
H and  brought  us  to  windward : formed  the  line  and 
bore  up.  At  15  minutes  before  12,  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing ; at  5,  minutes  before  12  the  action 
commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their  fire  very 
destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns,  and  its  being 
mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  I made  sail  and 
directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  with  the  enemy.  Every  brace  and  bow 
line  being  soon  shot  away  she  became  unmanageable, 
notwithstanding  the  great  exertions  of  the  sailing 
master.  In  this  situation  she  sustained  the  action 
upwards  of  two  hours  within  cannister  distance, 
until  every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and  the  great- 
er part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Find- 
ing she  could  no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I left  her 
in  charge  of  lieutenant  Yarnall,  who,  I was  convinc- 
ed from  the  bravery  already  displayed'  by  him, 
would  do  what  would  comport  with  the  honor  of  the 
flag.  At  past  two,  the  wind  springing  up,  captain 
Eiliot  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Niagara, 
allantlv  into  close  action  ; I immediately  went  on 
oard  of  her,  when  he  anticipated  my  wish  by  vo- 
lunteering to  bring  the  schooners  which  had  been 
kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into  close 
action.  It  was  with  unspeakable  pain  that  I saw, 
soon  after  I got  on  board  the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the 
Lawrence  come  down,  although  I was  perfectly  sen- 
sible that  she  had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and 
that  to  have  continued  to  make  a shew  of  resistance 
would  have  been  a wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remtins 
of  her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to 
take  possession  of  her,  and  circumstances  soon  per- 
mitted her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At  45  minutes 
past  t wo  the  signal  was  made  for  “ close  action.” — 
The  Niagara  being  very  little  injured,  I determined 
to  pass  through  the  enemy’s  line,  bore  up  and  passed 
aiiead  of  their  two  ships  and- a brig,  giving  a raking 
fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  guns,  and  to  a large 
schooner  and  sloop,  from  the  larboard  side  at  half 
pistol  shot  distance.  The  smaller  vessels  at  this 
time  having  got  within  grape  and  cannister  distance, 
under  the  direction  of  captain  Elliot,  and  keeping 
up  a well  directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a brig,  and  aj 
schooner  surrendered,  a schooner  and  a sloop  making 
a vain  attempt  to  escape. 

Those  officers  and  men  who  were  Immediately  un- 
der mv  observation  ev  need  the  greatest  gallantry, 
and  I iiave  no  doubt  that  all  the^  others  conducted 
themselves  as  became  American  officers  and  seamen. 
Lreut.  Yarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  , although 

several  times  wounded,  refused  to  quit  the  deck 

Midshipman  Forrest  (doing  uuty  as  lieut.)  and  sad- 
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ing  master  Taylor,  were  of  great  assistance  to  me, 

I have  great  pain  in  stating  to  you  the  death  of  lieut. 
Brook  of  the  marines,  and  midshipman  Laub,  both 
of  the  Lawrence,  and  midshipman  John  Clarke  of 
the  Scorpion : they  were  valuable  and  promising 
officers.  Mr.  Hambleton,  purser,  who  volunteered 
Ills  services  on  deck,  was  severely  wounded  late  in 
the  action.  Midshipman  Claxton  and  Swartwout  of 
the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded.  On  board 
of  the  Niagara,  lieut.  Smith  and  Edwards,  and 
midshipman  Webster  (doing  duty  as  sailing  master) 
behaved  in  a very  handsome  manner.  Captain  Bre- 
voort  of  the  army,  who  acted  as  a volunteer  in  the 
capacity  of  a marine  officer,  on  board  that  vessel,  is 
an  excellent  anti  brave  officer,  and  with  his  musket- 
ry did  great  execution.  Lieut.  Turner,  command- 
ing the  Caledonia,  brought  that  vessel  into  action 
in  the  most  able  manner,  and  is  an  officer  that  in  all 
situations  may  be  relied  on.  The  Ariel,  lieut.  Pack- 
et, and  Scorpion,  sailing  master  Champlin,  were 
enabled  to  get  early  into  action,  and  were  of  great 
service.  Capt.  Elliott  speaks  in  the  h ighest  terms  of 
Magrath,  purser,  who  had  been  dispatched  in  a boat 
on  service  previous  to  my  getting  on  board  the  Nia- 
gara ; and,  being  a seaman,  since  the  action  has 
rendered  essential  service  in  taking  charge  of  one  of 
the  prizes.  Of  capt.  Elliott,  already  so  well  known 
to  the  government,  it  would  be  almost  superfluous 
to  speak.  Iiv  this  action  he  evinced  his  characteris1- 
tic  bravery  and  judgment,  and,  since  the  close  of 
the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able  and  essential 
assistance. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  together  with  a statement  of  the  re- 
lative force  of  the  squadrons.  The  captain  and  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  first  lieut.  of 
Detroit,  were  killed. — Capt.  Barclay,  senior  officer, . 
and  the  commander  of  the  Lady  Prevost,  severely- 
wounded.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  I have 
not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  must  however,  have 
been  very  great- 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  Q.  H.  PERRY. 

The  hon.  William  Jones , 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

EXTTIACT  OF  A LETTER  FBOKT  C»>T.  PERKT. 

U.  S’  schr.  Ariel , Put-in-bay,  13th. Sept.  1813^ 

Sin — I have  caused  the  prisoners  taken  on  the  10th 
inst.  to  be  landed  at  Sandusky,  and  have  requested 
gen.  Harrison  to  have  them  marched  to  Chilicothe, 
and  there  wait  until  your  pleasure  shall  be  known 
respecting  them. 

The  Lawrenee  has  been  so  entirely  cut  up,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  she  should  go  into  safe  harbor. 
I have  therefore  directed  lieut.  Yarnall  to  proceed  to 
Erie  in  her,  with  the  wounded  of  the  fleet,  and  dis- 
mantle and  get  her  over  the  bar  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  two  ships  in  a heavy  sea  this  day  at  anchor 
lost  their  masts,  being  much  injured  in  the  action. 
I shall  haul  them  into  the  inner  bay  at  this  place  and 
moor  them  for  the  present.  The  Detroit  is  a re- 
markably fine  ship,  sails  well,  and  is  very  strongly 
built.  The  Queen  Charlotte  is  a much  superior  ve$- 
| s-l  to*  what  has  been  represented.  The  Lady  Pro- 
vost is  a large  fine  schooner. 

I also  beg  your  instructions  respecting  the  wound- 
ed. I am  satisfied,  sir,  that  whatever  steps  I might 
take  governed  by  humanity  would  meet  your  appro- 
bation. Under  this  impression,  l have  taken  upou 
myself  to  promise  capt.  Barclay,  who  is  very  dange- 
rously wounded,  that  he  shall  be  landed  as  near  lake 
Ontario  as  possible,  and  I had  no  doubt  you  would 
allow  me  to  parole  him.  He  is  under  the  impression 
that  nothing  but  leaving  this  part  of  the  country  will 
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save  his  life.  There  is  also  a number  of  Canadians 
among  the  prisoners,  many  who  have  families. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  O.  H.  BERRY. 

The  hon.  William  Jones , 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. 
Ship  Detroit  19  guns — 1 on  a pivot  and  2 

howitzers 


Queen  Charlotte 
Schr  Lady  Prevost 
Brig  Hunter 
Sloop  Little  Belt 
Schr  Chippeway 


17  do.  1 do. 

13  do.  1 do. 

10  do. 

3 do. 

1 do.  and  2 swivels 


63  guns 

Note — The  Detroit  is  a new  ship,  very  strongly 
built,  and  mounts  long  24’s,  18’ s,  and  12’s. 
Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States ’ squadron. 
Brig  Lawrence  20  guns 

Niagara  20  do. 

Caledonia  3 do. 

Schr  Ariel  4 do.  [1  burst  early  in  action. 

Scorpion  2 do. 

Somers  2 do.  and  2 swivels 

Tigress  1 do. 

Porcupine  1 do. 

Sloop  Trippe  1 do. 


54  guns 

The  exact  number  of  the  enemy’s  force  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  I have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  it  exceeded  ours  by  nearly  one  hundred. 

List  of  kitted  and  iioundcd  on  board  the  United  States'  squadron 
under  command  of  0.  H.  Perry , esq.  in  the  action  of  10 th  Sep- 
tember, 1813. 

On  board  the  Lawrence.  Killed. — John  Brooks,  lieutenant  ma- 
rines; Henry  Laub,  midshipman ; Christian  Mayhew,  quarter- 
master; John"  W.  Allen,  seaman.;  Joseph  Kennedy,  do.;  John 
C.  Kelly,  private  in  the  — — regiment ; John  Smith,  seaman ; Win. 
Cranston,  ordinary  seaman ; Andrew  Mieliael,  seaman ; John 
Hoffman,  ordinary  seaman  ; Charles  Pohig,  seaman  ; Nelson  Pe- 
ters, do. ; James  Jones,  do. ; John  Rose,  do. ; James  Cayrt,  sail 
maker’s  mate  ; Thomas  Butler,  seaman  ; Wilson  Mays,  carpenters’ 
mate;  James  Brown,  seaman  ; Ethelred  Sykes,  landsman  ; Philip 
Starpley,  corporal  marines ; Jesse  Harland,  private ; Abner  Wil- 
liams, do.— 22. 

Wounded. — John  J.  Yaroall,  first-lieutenant,  slightly;  Dulaney 
Forrest,  second  do.  do.;  Win.  N.  Taylor,  sailing  master,  do.;  Sa- 
muel Hambleton,  purser,  severely  ; Thomas  Claxlon,  midshipman, 
do. ; Augustus  Swartwout,  do.  do  ; Jonas  Stone,  carpenter,  slightly  ; 
William  C.  Keen,  master  at  arms,  slightly ; Francis  Mason,  quarter- 
master, severely  ; John  Newen,  do.  do.  do. ; Joseph  Lewis,  do.  do. 
slightly ; Ezekiel  Fowler,  do.  do.  do ; John  E Brown,  quarter 
gunner,  severely  ; William  Johnson,  boatswain’s  mate,  do.;  James 
Helan,  do.  slightly ; George  Cornell,  jearpenter’s  mate,  do. ; 
Thomas  Hammond,  armourer,  do.;  WilHam  Thompson,  seaman, 
severely  ; George  Yarnum,  do.  do. ; James  Moses,  do.  do. ; William 
Roe,  do.  do. ; Joseph  Denning,  do.  do. ; William  Daring,  do.  do. ; 
John  Clav,  do.  do.  ; Stephen  Fairfield,  do.  do.;  George  Williams, 
do.  do. ; Lannon  Huse,  do.  do. ; James  Waddington,  do.  do.  ; John 
Burnham,  do.  do.:  John  Burdeen,  do.  do.;  Andrew  Mattison,  do. 
do.  ; Jeremiah  Easterbrooke,  ordinary  seaman,  do.;  Henry  SchrcE- 
der,  do.  do. ; Benoni  Price,  do.  do. ; Thomas  Robinson,  do.  do.; 
Peter  Kinsley,  do.  do. ; Nathan  Chapman,  do.  do. ; Thomas  Hill, 
do.  do. ; Barney  MeClaii-,  do.  do. ; William  Dawson,  seaman,  do. 
Westerly  Johnson,  ordinary  seaman, do. ; Samuel  Spy  wood,  do.  do. ; 
Robert  Hill,  seaman,  slightly  ; Francis  Cummings,  ordinary  sea- 
man, severely ; Thomas  Reed,  do.  do.;  Charles  Vandyke,  Jo.  do, ; 
William  Simpson,  do.  do.;  Jesse  Williams,  do, do. ; James  Hadley, 
do.  slightly;  James  Bird,  marine,  severely ; Wm.  Burnett,  do. do. ; 
Win.  Baggs,  do.  do, ; David  Christie,  do.  do. ; Henry  Vanpoole,  do. 
do.;  Thomas  Triff,  landsman,  do.;  Elijah  Partin,  do.  do.;  John 
Adams,  do.  do. ; Charles  Harrington,  do.  do. ; Wm.  B.  Perkins,  do. 
do. ; Nathaniel  Wade,  boy,  severely ; Newport  Hazard,  do.  slightly. 
—61. 

[On  the  morning  of  the  action  the  sick  list  of  the  Lawrence  con- 
tained thirty-one  unfit  for  duty.] 

On  board  the  Niagara.— Killed—  Peter  Morel,  seaman  ; Isaac 
Hardv,  ordinary  seaman.— 2. 

Wounded.— J.  Edwards,  lieutenant;  John  C.  Cummings, 
midshipman  ; Edward  Martin,  seaman,  since  dead  ; William  Davis, 
ordinary  seaman,  do. ; Joshua  Trapnill,  mari"  do.;  Ronvell  Hall, 
ordinary  seaman;  George  Platt,  seaman;  Enas  Wiley,  ^ordinary 
seaman;  Henry  Davidson,  seaman  ; John  M.  Stribuek,  ordinary 
seaman  ; John  Freeman,  do. ; James  Lansfbrd,  seaman  ; Thomas 
Wilson,  do. ; Charles  Davidson,  do, ; Daniel  Benuet,  do. ; John 
FHton,  boatswain's  mate ; sergeant  Mason,  marine  ; corporal  Scott, 
do. ; Thomas  Miller,  marine ; John  Rumas,  do. ; Geo.  M‘Manomy, 
do. ; George  Scotfidd,  do. ; Samuel  Cochran,  do.— 25. 


[On  the  morning  of  (be  action,  the  sick  list  of  the  Niagara  con- 
tained twenty-eight  unlit  for  duty.] 

On  board  the  Caledonia.—//  ou  ided— James  Arms,  slightlv ; Isaac 
Perkins,  do. ; .Tames  Philips,  do.— 3. 

On  board  the  Somers.—  Wounded.— Charles  Oideen,  Godfrey 
Bowman.— 2. 

On  board  tire  Ariel.*—  Killed—  John  White,  boatswain’s  mate—  1. 

Wounded*—  William  Sloss,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly  ; Robert 
Wilson,  seaman,  do. ; John  Lucas,  landsman,  do.-  -3. 

On  board  the  Trippe.—  Wounded—  Tsaae  Green,  soldier,  26th 
r-gt.  badly;  John  NaiJes.  do.  17th, slightly.-.2. 

On  board  the  Porcupine.— None  killed  or  wounded. 

Onboard  the  Scorpion.— Killed.— John  Clark,  midshipman  ; John 
Sylhammer,  landsman.— 2. 

On  board  the  Tigress.— None  killed  or  wounded. 

[ 1 wo  days  previous  to  the  action  fifty-seven  men  unfit  for  Ser- 
vice in  the  small  vessels. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Killed.  Wounded . Total. 

Lawrence  22  61  83 

Niagara  2 25  27 

Caledonia  3 3 

Somers  2 2 

Ariel  13  4 

Trippe  2 2 

Scorpion  2 2 


27  96  123 

S.  HAMBLETON,  Purser, 

O.  H.  PERRY,  Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 

(ff  From  lake  Ontario  we  have  also  triumphant 
news.  Of  sir  James  Yoet  die  Democratic  Press 
most  excellently  observes,  that  “when  he  sivept  the 
lake  he  did  it  in  so  slovenly  a manner  that  Chauncey 
had  to  go  over  it  all  after  him  !” — The  commodore’s 
letter  gives  us  a distinct  account  of  his  proceedings. 
Sir  James,  having  proposed  to  teach  Chauncey  the 
“first  rudiments  of  seamanship,”  has  fairly  entered 
on  his  lesson  by  running  unsay.  Well — it  often  hap- 
pens, that  “one  pair  of  heels  is  worth  two  pair  of 
hands.” 


CIIAUNCEY’S  CRUIZE. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  Isaac  Chauncey 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  JVavy,  dated  Sept.  13,  1813. 

On  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Gen.  Pike, 

Off  Duck  Island. 

Sin — On  the  7tli  at  day-1  jght,  the  enemy’s  fleet 
was  discovered  close  in  with  Niagara  river,  wind 
from  the  southward.  Made  the  signal,  and  weigh- 
ed with  thfc  fleet  (prepared  for  action)  and  stood 
out  of  the  river  after  him  ; he  immediately  made 
all  sail  to  the  northward.  We  made  sail  in  chase 
with  our  heavy  sch’rs.  in  tow  and  have  continued  the 
chase  all  round  the  lake  night  and  day  until  yester- 
day morning,  when  he  succeeded  in  getting  into 
Amherst  bay,  which  is  so  little  known  to  our  pilots 
and  said  to  be  full  of  shoals  that  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  take  me  in  there.  I shall  however  (unless 
driven  from  my  station  by  a gale  of  wind)  endeavor 
to  watch  him  so  close  as  to  prevent  his  getting  out 
upon  the  lake. 

During  our  long  chase  we  frequently  got  within 
from  one  to  two  miles  of  the  enemy,  but  our.  heavy 
sailing  sch’rs.  prevented  our  closing- with  him,  until 
the  11th  off  Gennessee  river,  we  carried  a breeze 
with  us  while  he  lay  becalmed  to  within  about  3-4 
of  a mile  of  him  when  he  todk  the  breeze  and  we 
had  a vunning  fight  of  3 and  a half  hours,  but  by 
his  superior  sailing  he  escaped  me  and  run  into  Am- 
jierst  bay  yesterday  morning.  In  the  course  of  our 
chase  on  the  11th,  I got  several  broadsides  from  this 
ship  upon  the  enemy,  which  must  have  done  him 
considerable  injury  as  many  of  the  shot  were  see p 
to  strike  him,  and  people  were  observed  over  the 
side  plugging  shot  holes.  A few  shot  struck  our 
hull  and  a little  rigging  was  cut  but  nothing  of  im- 
portance— not  a man  was  hurt. 

I was  much  disappointed  that  sir  James  refused 
to  fight  me,  as  he  w..s  so  much  superior  in  point  of 
force  both  in  guns  and  men — having  upwards  of  20 
guns  more  than  we  have  and  heaves  a greater  we  5ght 
of  shot. 

This  ahip>  the  Madison  and  the  Sylph  have  each  e, 
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schooner  constantly  in  tow,  yet  the  others  cannot 
sail  as  fast  as  the  enemy’s  squadron,  which  gives 
him  decidedly  the  advantage,  and  puts  it  in  his 
power  to  engage  me  when  and  how  he  chuses. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
lion.  Wm.  Jones , Sec’ry  of  the  Nervy . 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW  LONDON. 

Gallant  exploit.— From  a New  York  paper  of  Sept. 
16— “A  gentleman  from  Rockaway  informs,  that  on 
Thursday,  as  he  and  another  person  were  going  to 
bathe  on  the  beach  at  that  place,  they  discovered 
four  barges,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Statira  fri- 
gate, in  pursuit  of  a schooner  which  was  endeavor- 
ing to  gain  the  shore.— While  the  gentlemen  where 
considering  whether  it  would  be  safe  to  bathe  in  that 
situation,  a cannon  ball  from  one  of  the  barges  pass- 
ed within  four  feet  of  one  of  them — they  then 
thought  it  time  to  make  off,  and  had  not  proceeded 
but  a short  distance  before  another  ball  struck  and 
lodged  in  the  ground  within  a foot  of  the  other  gen- 
tleman. This  ball  they  brought  to  Rockaway,  and 
fbund  it  weighed  12  1-4  lbs.” 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Norfolk , September  14.— On  Saturday  last  about 
fifteen  men  volunteered  from  a militia  company 
stationed  near  the  inlet,  to  go  and  attack  a party  of 
the  British  who  were  said  to  be  on  shore  near  the 
Cape.  When  they  came  to  the  Cape,  and  were 
mounting  one  of  the  sand  hills,  they  found  them- 
selves in  full  view,  and  within  musket  shot  of  a 
large  body  of  marines  who  were  exercising.  A clus- 
ter of  officers  were  standing  some  distance  off  be- 
tween their  main  body  and  our  militia 


571.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Queen  Ciua- 
lotte,  17  guns  and  1 howitzer,  captured  on  ditto, 
bv  ditto , see  ditto  ! ! 

' 572.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  schooner  Lady  Pre- 
vost,  captured  by  ditto,  on  ditto , see  ditto  / l ! 

573.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  brig  Hunter,  cap- 
tured by  ditto,  on  ditto,  ace. ditto  ! / / / 

574.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  Little  Belt, 
captured  on  ditto , by  ditto,  see  ditto  ! ! ! ! / 

575.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  schooner  Chippaway, 
captured  by  ditto,  on  ditto,  see  ditto  ! / / / ' ■ 


had  not  a moment  to  spare — they  took  deliberate 
aim  at  the  officers,  and  fired — four  of  them  fell ! 
The  militia  then  made  the  best  of  their  way  back 
to  camp,  while  the  enemy’s  shot  whistled  over  their 
heads  in  all  directions,  but  without  effect. 


The  British  Loan. 

The  followingis  from  a London  paper  of  June  3* 
“The  parties  who  intend  bidding  fey  the  loan,  wait- 
ed by  appointment  upon  the  earl  of  Liverpool  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  this  morning,  when 
thev  were  informed  that  the  amount  of  the  loan 
would  be  27  millions.  For  every  100Z  advanced  it 
was  proposed  to  give  110  reduced  and  60  consols.  * 

If  we  understand  these  phrases  rightly,  and  com- 
prehend the  nature  of  the  stocks  to  be  created,  in 
consequence  of  this  loan  (and  we  have  taken  some 
trouble  to  come  at  the  truth  of  the  matter)  the  fol- 
lowing curious  facts  appear  : 

The  amount  of  stock  raised  to  procure  27  millions^ 
amounts  to  £45, 900,000 — to  wit : 

£29,700,000  at  3 percent. 

16,200,000  at  4 per  cent. 

Producing  together  an  interest  of  £ 1,529,000— 
or  rather  less  than  6 per  cent,  on  the  monies  nominal- 
ly raised.  We  say  “ nominally,”  for  the  bonus,  pre- 
the  latter  miums  and  discounts  allowed,  will  reduce  the  sum 


American  Prizes. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

55 4.  Ship  Reprisal,  from  Scotland  for  Bay  Cha 
leur,  captured  by  the  Frolic  of  Salem,  and  burnt. 

555.  Brig  Friends,  of  Bristol  for  Pictou,  captured 
by  ditto  and  ditto. 

556.  Brig  Betsey  captured  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

557-  Brig , from  Newfoundland,  laden  with 

fish,  sent  into  Bordeaux  by  the  letter  of  marque 
schooner  Pilot,  of  Baltimore. 

558  559  560  561 — Four  vessels  captured  by  the 
Lovely  Cordelia,  of  Charleston,  and  burnt. 

562-  Schooner , cut  out  of  Setang  Harbor, 

N.  B.  by  a privateer  boat. 

563.  Galliot  Guttle  Hofinung,  of  Portsmouth, 
(Eng.)  captured  by  the  Frolic  of  Salem,  and  burnt. 

554.  Brig  Jane  Gordon  of  London,  8 guns  and  20 
men,  captured  by  the  same,  dispossessed  of  her  va- 
luable articles  and  burnt. 

565.  Schooner  Hunter,  captured  by  ditto  and  con- 
verted into  aicartel. 

566.  Ship  Grotius,  of  London,  captured  by  ditto 
and  sent  into  Portland. 

567.  568.  Schooners  Vigilant  and  Susan,  captur- 
ed by  ditto,  and  given  up  to  the  prisoners. 

569.  Sloop  , laden  with  dry  goods,  sent 

into  Ellsworth,  by  a privateer  boat  belong  to  Beer 
Island. 


accounted  for  at  the  exchequer,  below  25  millions 
and  a half,  and  the  interest  on  it  will  be  more  than 

six  per  cent. 

In  the  whole  transaction,  no  money  appears — **  pa- 
per does  the  business.”  The  payment  is  made  by  the 
transfer  of  other  stocks  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
siaking  fund — by  exchequer  bills,  or  bank  notes—  the 
last  is  the  best  circulating  medium  ; but  now  very 
much  like  our  old  continental  money,  for  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  bank  should  ever  redeem  it  with 
specie. 

The  paper  of  the  bank  of  Englandh&s,  excessively 
multiplied  as  the  specie  disappeared.  Its  bills  in 
circulation  in  1807,  was  about  12,000,000;  in  1810, 
23,000,000  ; but  now  upwards  of  43,000,000.  The 
value  of  its  notes,  have  of  course  depreciated  ; for 
though  in  law  a one  pound  note  is  20.?.  sterling,  it 
will  not  purchase  as  much  of  any  commodity  as  three 
dollars,  which  used  to  be  valued  at  4.s.  6d.  each.  The 
dollars  is  now  6s.  9 d.  or  at  an  advance  of  exactly  50 
per  cent . and  one  ounce  of  Portuguese  gold,  worth 
in  the  United  States  #17  60,  produces  in  England, 
five  pounds  five  shillings,  equal  to  $23  31  ; having  an 
advance  of  nearly  33  per  cent. — 40  per  cent,  advanoe 
therefore,  the  medium  value  of  gold  and  silver 
compared  with  the  bank  of  England’s  notes.  On 
these  indisputable  facts  we  shall  pursue  the  matter 
a little  further  for  amusement  and  instruction. 

The  stock  created  for  the  loan  of  27  millions, 
which  produced  at  the  exchequer  25  1-2  millions, 
was  £45,900,000.  This  25  1-2  millions,  supposing 
it  to  be  of  bank  paper,  might  have  been  paid  with 
eighteen  millions  of  the  same  quality  of  money  as 
the  loans  of  the  United  Stales  are  composed  of,  and 
the  interest  is  really  and  truly  nearly  9 per  cent,  per 
annum. 

These  plain  and  simple  facts  give  us  much  insight 
into  the  condition  of  the  boasted  finances  of  Great 
Britain  ; where  the  actual  interest  for  money  had 


570.  His  Britanuic  majesty’s  ship  Detroit,  19  guns 
and  2 howitzers,  captured  on  lake  Erie,  by  com.  1 seldom,  if  ever,  exceeded,  5 percent,  before  the 
Ferry.  See  official  account,  page  60.  j rupture  of  the  peace  by  them  in  1803. 
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Meteor. 

New-Itaven,  fCon.J  April  26.— A short  account 
of  a Meteor  which  was  seen  in  this  city  by  several 
gentlemen,  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  20th  ult. 

The  time  of  its  appearanoe  was  about  15  minutes 
before  10  o’clock.  It  continued  visible  from  6 to  8 
seconds.  The  direction  in  which  it  moved  was 
from  W.  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.  The  writer  saw  the  light 
which  it  yielded,  from  the  first;  although  he  did 
not  see  the  body  itself  until  it  had  been  in  sight 
from  2 to  3 seconds.  It  was  then  about  N.  20  d.  E. 
35  d.  above  the  horizon;  and  consisted  of  a body 
and  a tail.  The  body  was  an  elipse,  with  the  ends 
of  the  transverse  somewhat  pointed.  The  trans- 
verse was  as  long  as  the  apparent  diameter  of  the 
moon  when  on  the  meridian;  and  the  conjugate  about 
two  thirds  as  long.  The  length  of  the  tail  was  not 
far  from  five  times  the  apparent  diameter  of  the 
sun,  or  about  2 d.  30  m.  in  the  heavens.  For  two- 
fifths  of  its  length  it  was  acute  decreasing  cone; 
the  Remainder  was  an  uniform  stripe  of  light. — 
The*  color  of  the  body  was  yellower  than  that  of  the 
moon;  and  its  brilliancy  obviously  greater  than  that 
of  the  tail.  The  illumination  was  so  strong  that 
standing  objects  cast  very  distinct  shadows. 

Soon  after  the  writer  first  saw  it,  numerous 
sparks  of  fire  apparently  snapped  from  it,  and  went 
out  almost  immediately.  A short  time  before  the 
meteor  disappeared,  three  much  larger  pieces  sepa- 
rated from  it.  These  moved,  for  an  instant,  in  lines 
nearly  parallel  with  its  orbit:  but  their  course  be- 
came constantly  more  and  more  perpendicular. — 
The  largest  of  the  three  continued  visible  till  with- 
in about  20  degrees  of  the  horizon. . The  path  of 
each  fragment  was  for  a time  obviously  curvillinear. 
The  meteor  was  itself  visible  a second  or  more  af- 
ter their  separation  from  it.  It  disappeared  all  at 
once,  at  an  altitude  of  about  30  degrees  above  the 
horizon,  and  in  the  direction  of  N.  E.  It  seemed 
suddenly  to  have  left  the  atmosphere,  and  to  have 
gone  in  an  instant  behind  some  substance  absolutely 
opaque.  A short  time  after  its  disappearance,  a 
bright  flash  was  seen  in  that  part  of  the  sky  where 
the  meteor  was  first  discovered — this  perhaps  last- 
ed a second. 

About  eight  minutes  after  the  meteor  was  gone  a 
very  loud  report  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  that 
part  of  the  sky  where  it  vanished.  This  was  accom- 
panied by  a very  sensible  jar,  but  had  little  or  no 
roar  or  echo.  The  sound  was  not  like  thunder,  nor 
like  the  report  of  a cannon.  It  was  sharper  and  quick- 
er than  either. 

The  sky  that  evening  was  nearly  overcast,  but  the 
covering  was  every  where  thin.  Particularly  in  the 
north.  In  that  direction  various  stars  were  visible. 
There  had  been  during  the  evening  an  appearance 
of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  none  was  discovered 
afterwards. 

The  illumination  was  seen  by  a considerable  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  the  report  was  extensively  heard. 
The  writer  knows  of  but  two  persons  in  town  who  saw 
the  meteor  besides  himself.  Unfortunately  for  phi- 
losophy, in  tills  instance,  the  “steady  habits”  of  the 
people  (as  it  was  Saturday  night)  had  collected  al- 
most all  of  them  in  their  respective  houses. 

It  is  suspected  that  the  meteor  was  seen  farther 
north,  by  a greater  number  of  persons ; and  it  he 
hoped  that  the  proceeding  statement  will  call  forth 
the  observations  of  others. 


of  September  14,  1813 — It  is  given  as  “ verbatim 
and  literatim.”  Some  of  the  persons  who  have  sign- 
ed this  instrument  are  reported  as  men  of  pretty 
high  standing  in  society.  The  letter  was  shewn 
to  a lieutenant  French , by  a certain  deputy  sheriff 
of  Coos  county.  French  felt  it  his  duty  to  retain 
it — the  deputy  and  three  or  four  others  assaulted 
him  with  a view  to  recover  it ; but  French  beat 
the  whole  of  them  off',  after  severely  bruising 
some  of  the  assailants  and  held  on  to  his  prize. 
The  “ Esqr.  Sawyer”  named  is  understood  to  mean 
Josiah  Sawyer,  Esq.  of  Eaton,  Lower  Canada. 

“ Esau.  Sawyer. 

Sir. 

“ Information  is  here  obtained  that  one  Curtis  Coe, 
an  Inhabitant  of  Barnstead  (N.  H.)  is  apprehended 
and  committed  to  one  of  your  prisons  at  Three  Ri- 
vers as  a Spy.  We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you 
and  solicit  your  attention  to  an  investigation  of  the 
cause  of  his  confinement.  We  are  very  confident 
from  our  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Coe,  and  his  charac- 
ter, Politicks,  &c.  that  his  object  is  far  from  being 
unfriendly  to  the  motives  which  induced  your  go- 
vernment in  repelling  the  attacks  made  on  you- by 
our  Executive.  His  Politicks  have  uniformly  been 
what  we  Style,  Staunch  Federalism  ; and  his  object 
we  believe  to  be  no  other,  than  t rafficing  with  your 
citizens  in  defiance  of  some  of  our  Laws.  For  this 
we  do  not  commend  him ; but  for  this  we  humbly 
conceive  your  Government  will  not  undertake  to 
chastise  him.  If  his  designs  are  manifestly  and  os- 
tensibly hostile  to  your  wholesome  regulations  we 
would  by  no  means  be  considered  as  Justifying  or 
countenancing  him  therein.  His  language  and  con- 
duct with  us  has  uniformly  belied  even  the  sem- 
blance of  an  enemy  to  your  Government,  or  any  of 
your  usages  in  repelling  all  measures  which  our 
Executive  have  tried  to  enforce.  We  think  that  af- 
ter you  have  examined  his  conduct,  you  will  with  us 
unite  in  your  endeavors  in  liberating  him  from  con- 
finement, and  suffering  him  peaceably  to  return  to  his 
friends  in  this  State.  Our  personal  acquaintance  has 
been  something  like  two  years,  our  acquaintance 
with  his  Character  and  Politicks  much  longer.  And 
sir  by  interfering  and  using  your  endeavors,  so  far 
only  as  you  can  consistently  with  your  honor  and 
situation  in  restoring  him  to  his  friends,  you  will 
confer  a special  favor  of  your  friends  and  humble 
servts 

“ Aug.  16.  1813. 

[The  above  letter  was  signed  bv] 

“ STEPHEN'  WILLSON, 

« THOMAS  CARLISLE, 

“ BENJAMIN  BOA  RDM  AN, 

“ WILLIAM  LOVEJOY, 

« THOMAS  EAMES  ” 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

A late  London  paper,  the  Times,  says— “ The 
Gottenburg  mail  confirms  our  opinion,  that  the  per- 
son of  distinction,  lately  indisposed  at  Dresden,  was 
Jierthier.  That  celebrated  assistant  and  follower  of 
Bonaparte  throughout  his  military  career,  died  last 
month  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.” 

Berthier  was  present  at  the  siege  of  York -town,  in 
1781 — he  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished  men  of 
the  age ; and  Bonaparte  has  yet  lost  no  friend  on 
whom  he  so  confidently  depended. 

Vermont  election. — We  have  not  the  returns,  but  it 


Scandalous  curiosity. 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  “New  Hamp- 


shire Patriot,”  a paper  printed  at  Concord,  N.  H 1 body  is  doubtful. 


appears  certain  that  Mr.  Galnsha , the  “republican,” 
is  re-elected  governor  ; the  “federalists”  have  gain- 
ed some  in  the  assembly,  and  the  character  of  that 
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Lakes  Erie,  Huron  and  Michigan. 

The  splendid  victory  over  the  JBritish  force  on 
lake  Erie,  by  commodore  Perry,  ar.d  the  expected 
movements  of  the  north-western  army,  under  major 
general  Harrison , now  consisting  of  at  least  7,000 
choice  troops,  eminently  calculated  for  the  services 
required,  very  naturally  produce  much  enquiry  for 
the  geography  of  that  portion  of  North-America 
lying  on  the  Upper  Lakes,  with  an  account  of  the 
lakes  themselves,  that  the  effect  of  a powerful  naval 
and  military  force  acting  against  the  allies,  may  be 
anticipated".  To  aid  this  enquiry,  and  collect  into  a 
focus  all  that  we  know  of  these  things,  the  following 
sketches  were  prepared.  We  are  not  willing  to  say 
that  every  item  is  correct — it  is  almost  impossible 
that  they  should  be — but  we  have  compared  what 
We  esteem  the  best  authorities  with  each  other,  and 
arranged  many  of  the  particulars  from  the  notes  of 
our  common  place -book,  collected  within  the  two 
last  years  for  this  very  purpose ; and  the  -whole  may 
be  accepted  as  of  general  credit. 

The  position  of  the  great  lakes  is  so  well  known 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the  common 
use  of  the  map,  that  we  shall  waste  no  time  in 
describing  it ; but  proceed  immediately  to  the  main 
objects  of  enquiry. 

Lake  ERIE  is  of  an  elliptical  form,  three  hundred 
miles  long  from  east  to  west,  and  ninety  broad  at 
its  widest  part,  from  north  to  south.  The  depth  is 
rated  at  twenty  fathoms  ; but  there  are  many  shoals. 
The  bottom  is  generally  of  a light  yellowish  sand  ; 
which  being  disturbed  by  storms,  tinges  the  waters 
of  the  lake,  at  other  times  clear  and  of  a greenish 
color.  The  northern  shore  is  rude  and  rocky,  but 
has  several  harbors  for  small  vessels,  and  at  fort 
Erie  and  Malden,  or  (as  the  British  call  it)  Am- 
herslsburg , large  ships  may  ride  safely.  Long  Point, 
running  from  the  north  shore,  is  a narrow  peninsula 
of  sand,  piled  with  mighty  rocks,  towards  the  north  ; 
but  on  the  other  sides  presents  a fine  beach, — 
“very  convenient  to  haul  the  boats  out  of  the  surf 
upon  it,  when  the  lake  is  too  rough  for  sailing  and 
rowing.”  The  south  side  of  Erie  is  generally  a sand 
beach,  and  the  harbors  are  all  incommoded  with 
bars  at  thei^  entrance.  But  in  some  places,  at  Caya- 
hogd  particularly,  there  are  immense  ranges  of  rocks, 
rising  perpendicularly  out  of  the  Waters  of  the  lake, 
forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  and  several  miles  in  length. 
The  danger  of  passing  these  is  so  great  in  the  time 
of  a storm,  that  the  indians  always  offer  a sacrifice  of 
tobacco  to  the  water,  as  they  approach  them.  The 
harbors  on  this  side  of  the  Like,  best  known  to  us 
are,  Black  Rock  opposite  fort  Erie  ; Erie , where  is 
the  United  States’  navy  yard;  &c.  here  the  water 
on  the  bar  is  not  more  than  seven  or  eight 
feet,  though  there  is  depth  enough  within  it ; Cleve- 
land, w\\\\  aix'or  seven  feet  water;  Sandusky  and 
Put-in- Buy,  where  our  squadron  was  on  the  13th 
ultimo,  which  last  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  “ finest 
harbors  in  America.”  This  bay  is  not  laid  down  in 
the  maps,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in  any  of  the  books  or 
papers  we  have;  but  we  apprehend  it  is  near  the! 
head  of  the  lake,  about  forty  miles  above  Sandusky 
and  from  20  to  30  from  Malden.  Passiug  Malden , 
where  the  Detroit  river  is  about  three  miles  wide, 
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(though  the  channel  is  within  the  range  of  «.  mus- 
ket  shot  from  the  fort,  which  is,  therefore,  the  key 
of  the  higher  lakes)  with  a fine  navigation  of  eigh- 
teen miles,  you  arrive-  at  the  town  of  Detroit,  famous 
for  lIuWs  capitulation,  and  the  river  here  is  only 
half  a mile  wide.  Detroit  was  a handsome  and  lively 
place,  and  contained  about  twelve  hundred  inhabi- 
tants at  the  time  of  its  surrender,  who  had  a con- 
siderable commerce  on  the  lakes  and  with  the 
neighboring  indians.  Passing  Detroit,  the  river 
again  expands,  and  receives  the  waters  of  lake 
St.'  Clair  by  a mouth  a mile  and  a half  wide.  This 
lake  is  about  ninety  miles  in  circumference.  Some 
say  it  has  a bar  across  the  middle,  running  east  and 
west.,  to  pass  which  vessels  proceeding  to  or  from 
lake  Huron  must  be  unladen  ; we  do  not  credit  this 
assertion,  but  believe  it  may  be  navigated  by  any  of 
the  vessels  we  have  on  lake  Erie , with  safety.  The 
river  St.  Chur,  which  unites  the  lake  of  that  name 
with  lake  Huron,  presents  an  easy  entrance  for  ves- 
sels into  the  latter;  and  is  about  eighteen  miles 
long. 

Lake  HURON  is  of  a triangular  shape,  about  one 
thousand  miles  in  circumference,  and  navigable  for 
large  ships,  though  some  say  it  is  not  safe  for  vessels 
drawing  more  than  nine  or  ten  feet,  on  account  of 
the  shoals  ; perhaps  chiefly  because  they  are  yet 
little  known.  The  shores  of  this  lake  art;  represented 
as  generally  sterile,  being  composed  of  sand  and 
small  stones  ; but  at  some  distance  back  the  soil  is 
pretty  good.  On  the  northern  parts  are  many  va- 
luable establishments  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade,, 
of  great  importance  to  the  enemy.  From  the  nor- 
thern extremity  of  this  lake,  there  is  a back  passage 
to  Montreal ; for  the  following  luminous  account  of 
which  we  were  indebted  to  the  editor  of  the  Aurora 
about  a twelve  month  ago  : 

“The  passage  from  Montreal  to  this  post,  [.S'/.  Jvy 
seph’s,  to  be  noticed  hereafter]  is  by  the  Outawas  ri- 
ver, which  has  its  source  in  the  lake  Timiskimaing 
north  of  lake  Huron,  but  the  passage  from  which 
into  lake  Huron  is  by  a portage  of  two  miles  to  the 
navigable  head  of  Frencii  river,  which  falls  into  lake 
Huron.  The  Outawas  river  falls  into  the  Cadaraqui 
from  the  north  west  about  ten  miles  above  Montreal; 
and  presents  in  the  passage  upwards  from  Montreal 
numerous  rapids,  the  waters  passable  with  difficult 
ty  by  canoes,  and  portages  over  which  every  thing 
must  be  transported  by  human  labor  only;  circum- 
stances which  render  it  inefficient  for  military  uses, 
since  a force  passing  upward  must  not  only  trans- 
port its  military  stores  and  provisions  over  these 
portages,  but  the  supply  and  difficulty  must  be  en- 
creased  wjth  numbers.  These  facts  in  the  present 
posture  of  affairs  are  very  important,  because  they 
demonstrate,  that  with  the  command  of  the  lakes, 
which  the  U.  States  Can  always  possess  when  they 
determine  to  employ  the  ample  and  facile  means 
they  possess,  the  whole  of  the  Indian  trade  of  the 
British  must  fall,  and  their  garrisons  must  surren- 
jder  or  descend  the  Otawa  river  from  mere  necessity ; 
we  shall  therefore  give  a short  sketch  of  the  passage 
Kip  this  river  as  it  is  pursued  by  the  traders,  whose, 
[commodities  for  transport  are  much  more  manage* 
'able  than  military  apparatus. 

E 


66  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  2,  1813. 


“The  navigation  is  conducted  in  canoes  of  birch, 
which  carry  about  eight  or  ten  men,  ami  from  forty 
to  sixty  packages  of  merchandize ; besides  their 
provisions,  biscuit,  pork,  pease  and  Indian  corn. — 
In  May  they  leave  La  Chive  about  a mile  below  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Qtawa,  and  proceed  to  St, 
Anne,  about  two  miles  from  the  western  end  of  the 
island  upon  which  stands  Montreal,  the  two  moun- 
tains being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake  here 
formed  bv  the  confluence  of  the  Otawa  with  tfoeCa- 
elaraqui,  and  taking  the  name  of  the  lake  of  the  two 
mountains  ; at  St.  Ann’s,  there  is  a rapid,  where 
they  are  obliged  to  unlade  part  of  their  cargoes. — 
This  lake  of  the  two  mountains  is  twenty  miles  long, 
and  about  two  miles  wide,  and  cultivation  is  seen 
, on  both  its  sides  ; at  its  end  the  water  contracts  and 
assumes  the  name  of  Otawa  river.  Here  it  is  the 
inland  voyage  is  considered  as  beginning ; and  after 
a.  course  of  fifteen  miles,  the  current  is  interrupted 
by  Currants  and  cascades  for  a succession  of  ten 
miles,  generally  denominated  rapids  ; here  the  tra- 
vellers are  obliged  to  unload  aiid  bear  their  burdens 
on  slings  or  on  their  backs ; whilst  the  canoes  are 
towed  up  against  the  current  with  immense  labor 
and  patience.  There  are  places  where  the  ground 
will  not  admit  of  the  carriage  of  large  loads,  and 
tjiey  are  therefore  carried  at  several  times. 

“After  about  sixty  miles  of  smooth  current,  where 
the  river  is  generally  more  than  a mile  wide,  they 
reach  the  portage.of  the  lake  Chaudiere,  where  there 
is  a cascade  of  twenty  feet.  The  portage  here  is 
about  half  a mile,  and  canoes  and  all  their  lading 
are  carried  upon  men’s  shoulders.  Thence  to  the 
next  portage  des  Chenes,  is  short,  hut  the  land  car- 
riage is  about  a third  longer  than  the  preceding,  and 
is  called  portage  du  Chat ; there  are  two  smaller 
portages  called  des  Sables  and  de  la  Montagne,  in 
eighteen  miles  to  the  grand  Calumet,  where  the  cur- 
rent is  again  tranquil ; next  the  portage  Dufort, 
which  is  245  yards,  over  which  canoes  and  cargoes 
must  be  all  carried — then  the  portage  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  Derige,  where  the  loads  must  be  carried 
385  yards  over  one,  and  250  over  the  other — the  last 
portage  of  this  river  is  a long  one  between  Les  Al- 
lumeties,  Deux  Joachins  and  Roche  Captaine,  and 
the  discharge  De  Trou.  The  distance  of  the  port- 
ages nearly  two  miles,  and  others  over  lofty  and  dif- 
ficult rocks — when  at  about  four  hundred  miles  from 
Montreal,  Petit  Reviere  falls  into  the  Otawa  from 
the  south  westward;  here  the  voyagers  must  turn 
off  to  the  left,  and  pass  this  river  of  about  sixty -five 
miles  length,  interrupted  by  rocks  and  cataracts  to 
the  number  of  thirteen  to  the  high  lands  : when  af- 
ter the  greatest  difficulties,  and  a course  of  land 
carriage  of  about  six  miles,  they  resell  lake  Nipis- 
sing,  which  is  about  thirty-six  miles  long  and  about 
fifteen  wide  ; but  the  track  of  canoes  is  much  long- 
er, as  they  must  follow  the  coast. 

“Out  of  this  lake  flows  French  river  before  men- 
tioned, precipitating  its  flood  over  rocks  of  consi- 
derable height,  called  the  Kettle  Falls,  which  ne- 
cessarily infers  another  portage,  of  which  there  are 
not  less  than  five  more  in  a distance  of  about  80  miles 
to  the  entrance  of  lake  Huron.” 

It  is  by  this  route  it  has  been  supposed  general 
JProcter  would  attempt  to  make  his  escape.  Indeed, 
yt  was  stated  that  the  people  of  Malden  had  actually 
sent  off  their  most  valuable  effects . to  reach  Mon- 
treal that  way.  But  this  channel,  as  well  as  the 
route  through  the  lakes,  is- closed  by  Perry's  victo- 
ry ; as  Huron , on  the  fall  of  Malden , must  own  the 
sovereignty  of  the  “ striped  bunting ,"  as  the  English 
in  derision  called  our  flag. 

Dike  MIC  DIG  AN  communicates  with  Huron  by 
tlip  st-reiglite  of  Michil hn a ckjn a c,  which  are  about  6 ■ 


miles  long.  This  lake  is  entirely  embosomed  within 
the  United  Slates,  which  are  separated  from  the 
British  possessions  by  an  imaginary  line  drawn 
through  the  middle  of  lakes  Ontario , Erie , Huron, 
and  Superior , &.c.  The  length  of  Michigan,  from 
north  to  south,  is  estimated  at  280  miles,  and  the 
breadth  between  60  and  70,  and  it  has  about  the  same 
depth  of  water  as  Huron . The  island  of  Michili- 
mackinac, on  which  stands  the  village  and  fort  of 
that  name,  is  situate  near  the  entrance  of  the  streig'ht 
from  Huron,  being  about  7 miles  in  circumference, 
and  four  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land.  It  a- 
bounds  with  excellent  water,  and  is  high  and  heal- 
thy ; risingto  the  centre  “as  to  resemble  when  you 
approach  it,  a turtle’s  back,  from  whence  it  derived 
its  name,  Michilimackinac , or  the  Turtle .”  The  fort 
is  handsomely  situated  and  commands  the  harbor,, 
which  is  a beautiful  bason  of  water,  5 or  6 fathoms 
deep,  well  sheltered  from  the  winds.  The  village 
contained  about  300  inhabitants  in  1810,  chiefly 
French  Canadians  ; and  a very  brisk  trade  was  car*' 
Tied' or*  with  the  neighboring  Indians.  The  export 
of  furs  in  1804,  was  valued  at  $238,936,  and  the 
duties  received  on  goods  imported  from  the  British 
possessions,  were  $60,000.  It  was  in  a very  flou- 
rishing situation  when  the  enemy  possessed  them- 
selves of  it  last  year,  before  the  declaration  of  war 
was  known  to  our  commandant.  The  hostile  force 
came  from  St.  Joseph's,  a post  about  40  miles  north, 
situate  at  the  foot  of  the  streights  of  St.  Marie, 
through  which  the  waters  of  lake  Superior  are  dis- 
charged into  Huron.  St  Joseph's  was  held  chiefly  as 
a place  ©f  observation  on  Michilimackinac  ; which 
latter  the  British  gave  up  with  great  reluctance  by 
Jay's  treaty  in  1794  though  they  had  conditioned  to 
do  it,  immediately,  in  1783,  ten  years  before.  Chica- 
go, or  fort  Dearborn,  famous  for  the  murder  of  its 
garrison  about  a year  since  by  the  allies,  is  near  the 
foot,  or  south  end  of  Michigan,  nearly  250  miles  from 
Mtchilimaclcinae,  and  was  the  only  post  or  settle- 
ment we  had  on  the  shores  of  the  lake. 

Si.  Joseph's  was  garrisoned  by  two  companies  of 
Canadians  and  a few  regulars.  It  is  assailable  by 
water.  The  streights  of  St.  Marie  are  40  miles 
long,  and  so  rapid  that  the)'  cannot  be  ascended  even 
by  canoes,  though  the  descent  is  safe,  if  the  pilots 
are  good.  As  it  is  not  probable  that  any  military 
operation  will  be  carried  on  on  lake  SUPERIOR,  we 
defer  an  account  of  it  at  present. 

With  these  facts  before  him,  the  reader  will  easily 
imagine  the  entrance  of  some  part  of  our  squadron 
into  lake  Huron,  immediately  on  the  capture  of 
Malden  ; and  in  his  minds’  eye  behold  them  scouring 
the  whole  shore  of  that  lake  and  of  Michigan, 
breaking  up  all  the  posts  and  factories  of  ihe  white 
enemy  and  chastising  his  red  allies,  with  a celerity 
and  perfection  of  vengeance  that  belongs  to  their 
crimes.  Michilimackinac  passes  into  our  hands,  of 
course.  St.  Joseph's,  too  remote  for  intelligence  or 
| succor  from  the  enemy,  with  its  garrison,  is  given 
into  our  possession.  AH  the. places  of  deposit  for 
Indian  supplies,  will  be  destroyed  ; and  the  savages, 
employed  in  the  business  of  the  British  during  the 
summer,  and  cut  off",  at  this  critical  season,  from 
their  accustomed  resourses,  must  perish  by  thou- 
sands for  food  and  clothing.  The  whole  trade  of  the 
North-West  Company,  a mighty  mercantile  esta- 
blishment, of  vital  importance  to  Canada,  and  of 
great  consideration  with  the  mother  count ly,  is 
done,  hi  less  than  four  weeks  we  may-  have  the 
reality  of  the  things  here  anticipated,  wit  Iran  ac- 
count of  other  events,  perhaps  quite  as  important 
as  those  apprehended,  but  which,  for  Want  of  better 
information,  do  not  at  at  this  time  appear.. 
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T -<v  of  til/'  I n.*-/>rt  St  aff  S .months,  Ihirty-fwo  cents  for  cacfi  gallon  of  !t‘s  capo- 

J^<.YV  Oi  l lie  UiUlCCi  Oi-clLv  b.  (city  as  aforesaid ; for  a license  iov  and  during  the 

An  act  iaying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spi-  term  Gf  tliree  months,  forty -two  cents  for  each  gal- 
rituous iiquors.  *'  p ' :j r - !1  r--'  ** 


Ion  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; for  a license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  four  months,  fifty-two  Cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  Capacity  as  aforesaid  i for  a license 
for  and  during  the  term  of  six  months,  seventy  cents 
for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; for  a li- 
cense for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  eight  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  : Provided , 
That  there  shall  be  paid  upon  each  still  employed 
wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roots,  but  one-half  the 
rates  of  duties  abovemer.tioned,  according  to  the 
capacity  of-  such  still. 

For  a still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  foreign  materials,  for  a license  for  the  employ- 
ment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  month, 
twenty-five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity  of 
every  such  still  including  the  head  thereof;  for  a li- 
cense for  and  during  the  term  of  three  months,  six- 
ty cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a license  for  and  during  the  term  of  six  months, 
one  hundred  and  five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  ca- 
pacity as  aforesaid  ; for  a license  for  one  year,  or.e 
hundred  and  thirty-fives  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity-  as  aforesaid. 

And  for  every  boiler  howei  er  constructed,  employ- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  in  those  dis- 
tilleries where  wooden  or  other  vessels  are  used 
instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of  steam  is 
i substituted  to  the  immediate  application  of  fire  to 
the  materials  from  which  the  spiritous  liquors  are 
distilled,  for  a license  for  the  employment  thereof 
double  the  amount  on  each  gallon  of  the  capacity  of 
the  said  boiler  including  the  head  thereof,  which 
would  be  payable  for  the  said  license  if'- granted  for 
the  same  term  and  for  the  employment^  the  same 
materials  for  a still  or  stills  to  the  contents  of 
which  being  the  materials  from  whence  the  spiritous 
liquors  are  drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire 
during  the  procegs  of  distillation  is  made. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be 
tiie  duty  of  the  collectors  within  their  respective 
districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  distilling,  which  li- 
censes shall  be  marked  with  a mark,  directing  the 
rate  of  duly  thereupon,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the 
commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and  being  countersign- 
ed by  the  collector,  who  shall  issue  the  same  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  issued,  shall  be  granted  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  desire  the  same,  upon  application  in- 
writing  and  upon  payment  or  securing  of  payment 
as  aforesaid,  of  the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act 
upon  each  license  requested. 

Sec.  4 . And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  appli- 
cation in  writing,  to  be  made  by  any  person  applying 
for  a license  for  distilling  as  aforesaid,  shall  state 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  State's  of  America , in  congress  as- 
sembled^ That  every  person  who,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  shall  be  the  owner  of  any  still  or  stills, 
or  other  implements  in  lieu  of  stills,  used  for  the 
purposes  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  or  who 
shall  have  such  still  or  stills,  or  implements  afore*! 
said,  under  Ids  superintendance  either  as  agent  for 
the  owner  or  on  his  own  account,  shall  before  the 
said  day,  and  every  person  who  after  the  said  day 
shall  use  or  intend  to  use  any  still  or  stills  or  im- 
plements as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent  or  o- 
therwise,  shall  before  he  shall  begin  to  use  such 
still  or  stdls,  or  other  implements  in  licit  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liqubrs,  apply 
for  and  obtain  from  the  collector  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,”  for 
the  collection  district  in  which  such  person  resides 
£or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  duly  authorised,] 
a license  for  using  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  other 
implements  as  aforesaid  ; which  licenses  respective- 
ly shall  he  granted  at  the  option  of  the  proprietor 
or  possessor  of  such  still  or  stills,  for  any  or  either 
of  the  terms  mentioned  in  this  act,  upon  the  pay- 
ment in  money  by  such  proprietor  or  possessor  of  the 
duties  payable  on  the  said  license  or  licenses  accord 
ingto  the  provisions  of  this  act,  if  the  said  duties 
s)  udl  not  exceed  five  dollars  ; and  if  they  shall  ex- 
ceed five  dollars,  on  such  proprietor  or  possessor  ex- 
ecuting and  delivering  to  the  collector  or  to  his  de- 
puty as  aforesaid,  a bond  with  one  or  more  sureties 
to  the  satisfaction  of  such  collector  or  deputy,  con- 
ditioned for  the  payment  of  said  duties  at  the  end  of 
four  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  such  license  or  licenses  respectively  shall  have 
been  granted.  And.  the  said  bond  shall  betaken  in 
thename  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  in  such 
form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. And  if  any  person  shall  after  the  said  first 
day  of  January  next,  use  or  cause  to  be  used  any 
still  or  stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid  in  dis- 
tilling spirituous  liquors,  oir  shall  be  the  owner  or,  or 
have  under  his  superintendance  either  as  agent  or 
otherwise,  any  still  or  stills,  or  other  implements  as 
aforesaid,  which  shall  after  the  said  day  have  been 
used  as  aforesaid,  without  having  a license  therefor 
as-'aforesaid,  continuing  in  force  for  the  whole  time 
• during  which  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as 
aforesaid,  shall  have  been  thus  used,  every  such  per- 
son shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, together  with  double  the  amount  of  duties  which 
would  have  been  payable  for  the  term  during  which  the  place  of  distilling,  the  number  and  contents  of 
such  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid  shall  the  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  and  whether  in- 
be  thus  used,  had  the  saul  still  or  stills,  or  imple-  tended  to  distill  spirituous  liquors  from  foreign  or 
ments  as  aforesaid,  been  entered  according  to  the  domestic  materials.  And  every  person  making  a 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  false  statement  in  either  of  the  said  particulars,  or 
of  suit.  j who  shall  distill  spirituous  liquors  from  material* 

other  than  those  stated  in  the  application  aforesaid 
as  well  as  the  owner  or  superintendant  of  any  distil- 
lery, still  or  st  ills,  with  respect  to  which  such  false 
statement  shall  have  been  made,  or  which  shall  be 
thus  unlawfully  employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted*  That  every  such 
collector  or  his  deputy  duly  authorised  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  shall  be  authorised  to  apply  at  all 
reasonable  times  for  admittance  into  any  distillery 
or  place  where  any  still  or  stills  are  kept  or  used 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  licenses 
aforesaid  sh^ll  and  raay  be  granted  for  and  during 
tile  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on  the  payment 
or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid  of  the  duties  un- 
dermentioned, namely  : 

For  a still  or  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  spi- 
rits from  domestic  materials,  ton  a license  for  the 
employment  thereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity  of 
every  such  still,  including  the  head  thereof;  for  a li- 
cense for  and  during  the  term  of  one  month,  eigh- 
teen cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
said'; for  a license  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  within  his  ejection  district,  for  the  purpose  of 
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am  in  mg  an<I  measuring  the  still  or  stills,  boiler  or 
boilers.  And  every  owner  of  sUch  distillery,  still 
or  stills,  or  persons  having  the  care  or  superinten- 
danoe  oi  management  of  tiie  same,  who  sliall  refuse 
to  admit  such  officer  as  aforesaid,  or  to  suffer  him 
to  examine  and  measure  the  said  still  or  stills,  boiler 
Or  boilers,  shall  for  every  such  refusal,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  dn tv  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  respec- 
tive districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  col- 
lect tlie  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  prosecute 
for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for  the  recovery 
of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be  forfeited  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act.  And  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures, which  shall  be  incurred  by  force  of  this  act, 
shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose 
district  any  such  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture,  shall 
Jiare  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint  or  information, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  per- 
son who,  if  a collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other 
than  a collector,  sliall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  mat- 
ter or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty  or  for- 
feiture, shall  have  been  incurred ; and  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue 
more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place 
by  law  established  for  holding  a district  court  with- 
in the  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
crue, such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  bad  before  any 
court  of  the  state,  hoiden  within  tlie  said  district, 
having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases- 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  foree  until  the  termination  of  the 
war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged 
with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Representatives. 

E.  GERRY, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 

July  24-,  1813.— Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Barbarities  of  the  Enemy. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives., appointed  to  enquire  into  the  spirit  ami  manner  in  which 
the  war  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy. 

No.  II. 

(Continued  from  page  55. ) 

Extract  of  a letter  f rom  major-general  Pinckney  to  the  secretary  at 
war,  dated,  lleau-Quarters , Charleston,  Nov.  4,  1812. 

“ Intbriv.ation  having  been  given  upon  oath  to  lieutenant  Grand!- 
Son,  who  at  present  commands  in  the  naval  department  here,  that 
six  American  seamen,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  onboard  our 

}irivateers,  had  been  s.-nt  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British  subjects 
or  treason,  be  tailed  upon  the  marshal  to  retain  double  that  num- 
ber of  British  seamen  as  hostages.  The  marshal  in  consequence  of 
instructions  from  the  department  of  state,  asked:  my  advice  on  the 
subject,  and  I have  given  my  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be  detained 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  president  shall  be  known.  The  testimony 
of  captain  Moon  is  herew  ith.  I hope,  sir.  you  will  have  the  goodness 
lo  have  this  business  put  in  the  proper  train  to  have  the  president's 
pleasure  on  this  subject  communicated  to  the  marshal. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Moon,  of  the  privateer  Savah-Ann. 

Nassau , New- Providence,  October  14,  1812. 
Six  of  my  crew,  claimed  as  British  subjects,  were  this  day  taken 
out  of  jail  and  put  on  board  his  majesty’s  brig  the  Sappho,  and 
sailed  for  Jamaica,  where  ’tis  said  they  are  to  be  tried  lor  their 
lives;  consequently  I questioned  each  respectively  as  to  the  place 
of  their  nativity,  aiid  title  to  protection  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, when  they  stated  as  follows,  to  wit  ; 

David  Dick,  seaman,  that  he  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
tint  has  resided  in  the  United  States  ever  since  tiie  year  1793  ; 
has  served  ten  years  in  the  United  States’  navy,  viz.  on  board  the 
tri gates  Chesapeake,  President,  Constitution,  John  Adams,  and 
st.moner  Enti  rprize.aud  gun-boat.  No.  2.  David  Dick,  shoemaker, 
fn  Alexandria,  is  his  unde.  Diok  is  about  live  feet  six  and  a half 
itr.  hes  high,  dark  hair,  has  a sear  on  Isis  left  elbow,  and  one  on 
unci  wrist;  hv  epicred  on  board  die  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore.  1 


John  Gaul,  seaman,  says  he  was  bom  in  Marblehead,  state  ftf 
Massachusetts,  where  his  parents,  blathers  aiul  sisters,  now  reside  ; 
is  married  in  New-York,  and  Ins  wife  (Mary  Gaul)  lives  in  Roose— 
vt  lt-strt  * t,  No.  37 ; has  a regular  discharge  from  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  by  captain  Hugh  G.  Campbell,  dated  at  St. Mary’s, 
Giorgia,  14th  August,  1812;  says  he  has  served  on  board  the 
United  States’  brig  Vixen,  gun-boats  No.  10  and  15*,  1 i-oro  the  last 
of  which  he  was  discharged.  Gaul  is  twentj-seven  years  of  age, 
about  five  feet  seven  inches  high,  brown  liair,  light  complexion; 
he  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

Michael  Pluck,  ordinary  aman,  says  be  was  born  in  Baltimore; 
his  parents  are  dead. hut  he  is  known  by  William  Doulan,  Thomas 
Turner  and  McDonald,  of  Baltimore  ; lias  a sister  in  some  part  of 
Pennsylvania, whose  name  is  Ami  Welsh,  was  never  at  sea  before; 
never  had  a protection.  Pluck  is  twenty-six  years  old,  five  feet 
six  and  a hall  inches  high,  and  has  a scar  on  his  left  cheek  bone ; 
entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Baltimore. 

Thomas  Rogers,  seaman,  says  he  w as  born  in  Waterford,  Ireland, 
but  has  resided  many  years  in  the  United  States,  and  has  been  duly 
naturalized,  a copy  of  which  natur  alization  is  filed  in  the  custom- 
house at  Baltimore ; is  known  by  Joseph  Carey  and  Tom  Rogers, 
cork-cutter,  both  of  Baltimore ; has  a wile  and  three  children  in 
Baltimore;  has  lost  his  protection,  but  requests  Joseph  Carey  to 
do  all  he  can  to  effect  his  discharge  from  the  British.  Rogers 
entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

George  Roberts,  a colored  in  an  and  seaman.  This  man  I had  not 
an  opportunity  of  questioning ; but  I know  him  to  be  a native 
i born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of- which  fact  he  bad  every  suffi- 
cient docuim-nt,  together  with  free  papers.  Roberts  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Annin  Baltimore,  where  he  is  married. 

Sonty  Taylor,  boy,  says  he  was  born  in  Hackensack,  New-Jersey, 
but  has  neither  friends,  relations  nor  acquaintance  there ; says 
Jane  Snowden,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  is  his  mother;  never  bad  a 
protection.  Taylor  is  fifteen  years  old,  has  brown  hair  and  light 
complexion ; he  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON, 

Late  commander  of  the  privateer  Sarah  Ann 

Copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  Warren  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  agent  for 
the  exchange  of  American  prisoners  of  war,  dated 

Halifax,  21  st  Octtber,  1812. 

Sir,— I had  tlie  honor  to  receive  your  letter  and  its  enclosures 
rt  lating  to  Thomas  Dunn,*  and  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  it 
appears  the  said  man  is  married  in  England,  has  been  eight  years 
in  his  majesty’s  service,  and  received  a pension  from  government  r 
under  these  circumstances,  and  the  man  never  having  made  any 
application  for  his  discharge  from  prison,  be  continues  on  board 
the  Statira.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  William  H.  Savage,  late  agent  for  Ameri- 
can seamen  and  commerce  at  Jamaica,  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
dated  Washington,  December  1,  1812. 

“ I take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  of  a correspondence 
which  took  place  between  vice-admiral  Stirling  (commanding  on 
the  Jamaica  station)  and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  w ar.  I 
should  have  furnished  it  you  at  an  earlier  period,  but  an  accident 
prevented,  which  I was  not  aware  of,  until  my  arrival  at  this  city-” 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  vice-admiral  Stirling,  commanding  on  the 
Jamaica  station  on  the  subject  of  American  seamen  after  the 
declaration  of  w ar.  Kingston,  Jamaica,  fith  August,  1812. 
Sir,— Endos*  d is  a copy  of  a letter  received  by  me  yesterday 
front  on  board  bis  majesty’s  ship  Sappho,  purporting  to  have  been 
written  by  four  American  seamen  on  board  that  ship,  with  a view 
to  solicit  my  aid  towards  effecting  their  discharge,  in  consequence 
of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  government  of  die  United  States 
against  Great  Britain. 

In  making  this  application  I am  fully  aware  that  my  duties 
ceased  as  agent  for  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  Stat-s, 
on  the  knowledge  of  such  declaration  being  mad  known  hirer 
but,  sir,  I am  led  to  believe  that  at  this  period  it  will  not  be  deemed 
inadmissible  on  your  part  to  receive,  nor  improper  on  mine  to 
make  the  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  order  for 
the  discharge  of  these  seamen,  feeling  conscious  (should  they  even 
not  be  protected  with  the  usual  documents  afforded  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States)  that  an  English  s-  aman  would  not  declare  him- 
self otherwise  than  such  under  existing  circumstances. 

I seize  the  present  opportunity  also  to  forward  to  you  twenty- 
one  documents,  as  proofed  the  citizenship  of  that  number  of  sea- 
men, said  to  have  been  impressed  by  ships  of  war  on  this  station ; 
the  greatest  number  of  which  have  been  heretofore  unsuccessfully 
claimed  by  me,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  which  may  stiLl 
comprise  at  this  time  some  part  of  the  crews  of  his  majesty’s  ships 
on  this  station, 

I beg  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I have  received  numerous  ap- 
plications from  on  board  various  of  his  majesty’s  ships  on  this  sta- 
tion for  the  relief  of  seamen,  who  I doubt  not  are  entitled  to  tlie 
protection  of  the  ’American  government,  many  of  them  having 
with  them  the  proofs  of  their  citizenship,  as  I am  led  to  believe 
from  the  assertions  contained  in  their  communications.  Applica- 
tions have  also  been  made  for  Uie  relief  of  many  without  success  : 
the  latter  amount,  in  number  to  forty-six,  as  "per  list  of  names 
enclosed,  several  of  whom  I understand  have  been  shifted  (since 
their  impressment)  on  board  of  other  vessels  than  those  they  were  at 
first  taken  on  board  of.  Ail  of  which  I beg  to  offer  for  your  consi- 
deration, feeling  as  I do  anxious  to  extend  my  last  * ff’oi  t in  behalf 
ot  those  seamen  who  are  entitled  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
being  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  it  would  be  foreign  to  you,  sir, 
to  retain  any  Americans  in  the  service  of  the  navy  of  Grcat-Britain 
contrary  to  their  disposition  during  the  present  conflict,  1 there- 
fore take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  my  former  request,  that  you 


* The  application  was  made  at  the  request  ef  his  father  John 
Dunn,  of  Boston,  who  transmiu.d  a deposition  of  h s birds 
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wJl!  I*  pleased  to  pram  orders  that  such  seamen  may  be  discharged 
from  duly  an  board  bis  majesty’s  ships  on  this  station* 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  fke. 

(Signed)  WM.  H.  SAVAGE. 

Copy  of  vice-admiral  Stirling’s  secretary’s  letter,  in  answer  to 
mine  to  the  vice-admiral  of  6th  August,  1812. 

Admirals  Penn , August  7,  1812. 
Sir,— I am  desired  by  vice-admiral  Stirling  to  ackdowlcdge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’*  date,  and  to  acquaint  you  tlmt 
directions  were  given  some  days  ago,  that  all  the  men  in  tire  squa- 
dron under  his  command,  who  can  prove  themselves  to  be  Ameri- 
can horn  subjects,  should  be  sent  to  the  prison  ship  until  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners  is  established  between  the  two  countries,  in 
consequence  of  the  late  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
against  Great  Britain. 

I return  herewith  the  papers  which  accompanied  your  letter, 
And  am,  sir.  &e. 

(Signed)  - CHS.  STIRLING,  jtimr.  Secretary. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Win.  H.  Savage,  esq.  late  agent  for  Ame- 
rican seamen  and  commerce  at  Jamaica,  to  Charles  Stirling,  jr. 
esq.  dated  Kingston,  September  16,  1812. 

“ In  answ  er  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  ul't.  you  were  pleased, to  in- 
form me  that  directions  had  been  given  by  the  vice-admiral,  some 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  my  letter,  fur  the  removal  of  all  native 
Americans  (who  could  prove  themselves  such)  from  on  board  hit 
majesty’s  ships  to  that  of  the  prison-ship ; hut  as  some  time  has 
now  elapsed  since  you  were  ph  ased  to  give  me  this  information, 
and  learning  that  some  instances  of  detention  at  present  exist  on 
board  his  majesty’s  schooner  I)  convene,  lam  leu  to  embrace  this 
subject  again,  as  in  one  instance  I shall  hope  to  satisfy  vice-admiral 
Stirling  of  the  man’s  being  entitled  to  his  removal  from  duty  on 
board  his  majesty’s  schooner  of  war.  The  p;  rson  alluded  to  is 
Eli  jah  Stirling,  an  American  seaman,  who  was  impressed  from  on 
board  the  British  merchant,  ship  Brilliant,  at  the  bay  of  Honduras, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1810,  by  his  majesty’s  schooner  Flor 
del  Mar,  and  has  since  been  detained  on  board  of  various  of  his 
majesty’s  ships  on  this  station,  although  provided  with  a regular 
protection,  which  instrument  this  man  got  conveyed  to  me  about 
the  20th  of  September,  following,  and  which  was  by  me  forwarded 
to  admiral  Rowley,  accompanied  (as  usual  in  like  cases)  with  a 
request  tliat  the  man  might  be  discharged.  On  the  receipt  of  my 
letter,  the  admiral  answered  through  his  secretary,  tluuthe  nature 
of  Stirling’s  impressment  was  such  that  he  could  not  comply  with 
my  request  ; but  which  answer  was  unaccompanied  in  return  with 
the  protection  in  question,  and  what  lias  become  -of  it  I am  unable 
to  say. 

“About  this  period  I was  led  to  understand  from  admiral  Rowley, 
that  all  American  seamen  w ho  should  he  impressed  from  on  hoard 
any  British  merchant  vessel,  .would  be  retained  in  the  service  of  his 
majesty,  but  that  all  American  seamen  who  should  l.e  impress- d 


No.  III. 

DETENTION  OF  MARINERS  AS  PRISONERS  OF  WAR,  WHO 
WERE  IN  ENGLAND  AT  THE  TIME  THE  AVAR  WAS 
DECLARED. 

[Hi  re  follow'  the  documents  already  inserted  in  the  Register, 
page  33— and  these  letters  that  belong  to  the  same  head.] 

(See  September  18.) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Robert  Montgomery,  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Alicante,  dated  the  4th  of  November,  1812,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state. 

“ Herewith  is  a copy  of  a letter  to  admiral  Ilallowell  with  his 
reply.  The  man  in  question  has  declared  under  oath  that  he  never 
signed  any  article  or  agreement  whatever  to  serve  on  board  the 
Indefatigable,  nor  any  other  British  vessel,  and  he  has  now  hfc 
her,  losing  w hat  wages  was  due  hint.” 

Alicante.  23d  October,  1812. 

Sir, — Philips,  a mariner  and  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
appears  by  a regular  protection  from  the  collector  of  N-  w I o.  k, 
informs  me  that  sometime  since  he  engaged  himself  on  hoard  the 
transport  Indefatigable  lor  six  months  at  certain  wages  agreed  for ; 
that  he  has  now  been  eight  months  in  stud  vessel,  and  demands 
Ins  discharge  and  wages,  but  the  master  having  refused  both, 
obliges  me  to  n qm  st  you  will  inform  yourself  of  the  fact,  and  if, 
as  the  mariner  states,  order  him  to  he  paid  of!’  and  discharged. 

Permit  me  to  assure  von,  Nee. 

(Signed)  IlOBT.  MONTGOMERY. 

Benjamin  Haif<nveli,esq.  admiral,  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain. 

ADMIRAL  HALLO  WELL  TO  MR-  MO  Vi  <»<;>;  i.HV. 

His  majesty's  ship  Malta , in  Alicante  Bay, 

26th  October,  1812. 

Sir,— I find  upon  inquiry  that  there  is  on  board  ib  Indefatigable 
transport  the  man  mentioned  in  your  1.  tter  of  the  23d.  As  then  is 
no  objection  to  a foreigner  going  in  the  station  of  a mariner  on 
lioaru  a vessel  of  that  description,  and  as  he  * r.s  signed  articles  ol 
agreement  to  serve  on  board  the  Indefatigable.  I shall  not  molest 
him  while  he  continues  in  hu-:  but  the  moment  he  gets  his  dis- 
charge 1 shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  hold  of  him,  and  put  him 
in  confinement  as  a prisoner  of  war.  I have  the  honor  to  be.  k.e. 

(Signed)  BN.  HALLOMT.i.L. 

No.  IY. 

COMPULSORY,  SERVICE  OF  IMPRESSED  AMERICANS  0}J 
BOARD  BRITISH  SHITS  OF  WAR. 

I,  Beekman  Ver -Plank  Hoffman,  of  the  town  of  Poughkeepsie, 
do  certify,  that  I am  a lieutenant  in  the  United.  Stales’  navy;  that 
I was  a lieutenant  on  hoard  of  the  Constitution  frigate  in  the  action 
and  capture  of  the  Guerviere;  that  alter  her  surrender  I was  sent 
on  board,  and  after  taking  out  the  crew  tired  mid  blew  up  the 
ship;  that  right  impressed  American  seamen  were  among  the 
crew  of  the  Gtiercif  re  who  were  liberated  at  Boston,  i was  ais,<  oil 
board  the  Constitution  in  the  action  and  capture  oi  the  Java,  ami 


from  on  board  of  American  vessels,  would  on  application,  aocotnpa- ! *as  se,)Von  ^amltluit  vessel,  and  eft-  > th-  ' i w 'wire 
Died  by  proofs,  be  discharged.  As  this  information  was  received  j J 0,1  five  a,,d  bk'.w  hf.  ^ ±V„* 

about  the  period  of  iny  application  for  the  discharge  of  Stirling,  ii['"ricen  unpiissed  Aniciicai.  »ea  u -•  ' • > . , 

was  led  to  conclude  it  stampt  the  nature  of  his  impressment,  and  !ad  cntIrod  [be  BntlS,‘  serv,tc  aud  'Vclt  klt’  Ul°  9™**  'Vre 


ipt  the  nature  of  his  impressment, 
what  confirmed  it  in  my  mind  was  tliat  I received  similar  assurance-1 
to  various  applications  made  for  American  seamen  who  had  under  j 
various  circumstances,  shipjad  on  hoard  of  British  ships,  and  were  | 
from  thence  impressed  on  board  of  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war. 


* j liberated  as  Americans.  H.  V.  HOFf  MAN. 

Dated  Poughkeepsie , Api.il  16,  1813. 

Duchess  county,  ss. 

Richard  Thompson,  being  sworn,  saitli  that  he  is  a native  of 


all  of  which  I hope  the  admiral  will  be  phased  to  take  into  consi- 1 Ni  w Pali/.,  opposite  Poughkeepsie  ; that  he  sailed  horn  \\  liming- 
deration  ; for  to  insist  on  the  service  of  this  man,  I think  will  be  a j ton  about  the  28th  qf  April,  1810,  ou  hoard  brig  Warrm,  Willimb 
direlection  to  the  marked  manner  of  his  amialde  endeavors  to1  Killy,  captain,  for  Cork.  On  the  homeward  passage  in  S pienib-  r 
distinguish  and  relieve  American  seamtn  from  duty  on  hoard  the  ‘ following,  he  was  impressed  and  taken  oil  board  the  Peacock,  a 
squadron  under  his  command.  I beg  to  enclose  a note  from  j British  sloop  of  war,  and  compelled  to  do  duty.  I hat  w iyle  on 
Mr.  Meed  (the  late  secretary)  relative  to  my  application  for  this ; board  tliat  vessel  he  made  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  write  to 
man’s  discharge,  and  to  observe,  that  il  it  is  possible  the  prott-ction  j his  friends,  to  inform  them  of  his  situation.  He  I art  his-  saith,  that 
may  yet  be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  secretary;  as  it  has;  after  he  had  heard  of  the  war.  hims.ll  and  two  other  imp*  css;,  a 
not  been  usual  to  return  me  the  protections  of  those  men  whose  i American  seamen  who  were  on  board  tne  Peacock,  went.  alt  to 


applications  for  discharge  were  not  complied  with. 


[the  captain  and  claimed  to  be  considered  as  American  pri 


‘I  beg  furthermore  to  observe,  that  there  appears  also  to  be  on ! war,  and  refused  to  do  duty  any  longer.  They  were  order  c <•■*( 
board  his  majesty’s  schooner  Deco u vert e,  two  other  American ' quarter-deck,  aud  .the  captain  called  for  the  master  at  arms,  and 
seamen,  viz.  John  Englefield  and  Richard  Lauderkin ; the  former ! ordered  us  to  be  put  in  irons;  we  were  then  kept  in  irons  about 


of  whom  asserts 
a cooper  at 


iglit  to  the  gam 


sserts,  that  he  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  ot'j  twenty -four  hours,  when  we  were  taken  om;  i-roegh 
Boston,  but  has  lost  liis  protection  ; the  latter  declares!  way,  stripped  of  our  clothes,  tied  and  xe  lapped,  each  one  dozen 

las  nes,  and  put  to  duty. 


himself  to  be  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  his  protection  j a half  las — , 

has  been  destroyed  by  Mr.  Oliver,  commander  of  his  majesty’s  He  further  saith  that  he  was  kept  onboard  the  Peacock,  a;.i  mil 
schooner  Decouverte.  I shall  not  now' animadvert  on  the  impro-  duty  till  the  action  with  the  Hornet;  after  the  Hornet  imist.  d 

{>riety  of  such  a circumstance;  hut  request,  should  the  instances!  American  colors  he  and  the  other  impressed  Americans  agum  wi  n; 
lere  cited  be  found  correct,  that  they  may  meet  the  attention  of|  to  the  captain  of  the  Peacock,  asked  to  l nt  below,  s ,;<l  it  was 
the  vice-admiral.”  an  American  shin,  and  that  they  did  not  wish  tp  fight  agonist  ‘Ji  ;r 

in  slop- 


Extract  of  a letter  from  vice-admiral  Stirling’s  secretary,  to  W. 

H.  Savage,  esq.  in  answer  to  his  of  the  16th  September,  1812. 

Admiral's  Penn,  19th  Sept.  1812. 

“ 1 have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  which  I 
have  laid  bi  tore  vice-admiral  Stirling,  and  I am  directed  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  Elijah  Stirling  and  other  persons  on  board  ol  his 
majesty’s  sehdoncr  Decouverte,  said  tube  Americau  seamen,  have 
not,  when  called  upon,  produced  proof  of  being  subjects  of  the 
United  States.  They  dip  not  fall  under  the  descrimion  of  persons 
which  I inlin  med  you  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo,  were  intended 
to  be  discharged  from  the  king’s  service,  ami  to  be  detained  mi 
board  the  prison-ship  until  an  exchange  of  prisoners  takes  place 
with  America. 

“ The  note  from  Mr.  Meed,  dated  the  21st  September,  1810,  is 
returned  herewith,  ami  as  it  appears  thereby  that  admiral  Rowley 
thought  the  circumstances  under  which  Elijah  Stirling  was  im- 
pressed, did  not  permit  him  to  be  discharged,  vice-admiral  Stirling 
does  not  feel  himself  justified  in  attending  to  the  man’s  wishes  on 
a bare  assertion.  The  protection  you  allude  to  is  not  to  be  found 
among  admiral  Rowley’s  papers  left  at  this  officer” 


an  American  ship,  and  that  they  did  not  wish  tp  fight  aga: 

•country.  The  captain  order-  d us  to  our  quarters;  called 
man  Stone  to  do  his  duty  ; and  if  we  did  not  do  our  duty,  to  bli  w 
our  hraius  out;  “ aye  aye 3”  was  answered  by  Stone,  who  then 
held  a pistol  at  my  head,’  and  ordered  »»  our  places.  V> «.  tWa 
continued  at  our  pieces,  am! 'Were  compelled  to  light  till  me  P 
cock  struck : and  we  were  liberated  alter  au  impressment  of 
about  two  liars  and  tight  mouths. 

Ins 

RICHARD  * THOMPSON, 
mark. 

Poughkeepsie,  April  17,  1 S 13. 

Read  over  and  signed  in  the  presence  ol 

J OSEPH  H A HR  IS . 

JOHN  S.  FRA.-vR. 

Duchess  county,  ss. 

James  Tompkins,  being  sworn,  «aith,  that  he  is  a native  ol  Ulster 
county,  opposite  Pougiikecpsie  ; that  hr  sailed  out  ot  New- v or'c  in 
the  month  of  April,  1812,  in  the  ship  Minerva,  bound  to  lr.  h m. , 
that  on  her  homeward  found  passag- , in  July  alter,  this  d •penci  l, 
with  three  other  American  seamen,  Samuel  Davis.  Win.  loo  tig 
and  John  Brown,  were  impressed  &ml  taken  on  board  pi  tne  Birifsa 
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• hip  Ateon,  David  Smith,  captain.  We  were  tukon  on  Saturday  i 
evening  ;,on  Monday  morning  we  were  brought  to  tie  gang-way 
and  informed  we  must  enter  on  hoard  the  ship  and  live  as  other 
seamen,  or  we  should  five  on  oatmeal  and  water  and  receive  live 
dozen  lashes.  This  deponent  says,  hi  usd'  and  the  other  three 
impressed  with  him,  did  refuse  to  enter,  and  each  of  them  were 
then  whipped,  five  dozen  lashes.  On  Wednesday  following,  we 
were  agau»  all  brought  up  and  had  the  same  oner  made  to  us  to 
inter,  which  we  refused,  and  we  were  again  whipped,  four  dozen 
lash;  sea  h.  On  Saturday  after,  the  like  offer  was  made  to  us,  and 
cm  out*  refusal  we  were  again  w hipped,  thtee  dozen  lasiu-s  each.  On 
Monti* y following,  still  refusing  to  enter,  we  were  again  whipped, 
two  ; zen  f-aeh.  On  Wednesday  following  we  were  agaiu  whip- 
ped, one  dozen  each,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  below'  and  put  in 
irons  till  we  did  water;  and  the  captain  said  he  would  punish  the 
(/ mnned  Tan'  ee  rascals  till  they  did  enter.  We  were  then  put  in 
Irons  ; and  laid  ie  irons  three  months.  During  the  time  of  our  im- 
pressment the  slop  had  anaction  and  captured  a French  ship. 
Before  the  action  we  were  taken  out  of  irons  and  asked  to  fight, 
hut  we  refused ; and  after  the  action  w e were  again  ironed,  where 
we  remained  till  the  ship  arrived  at  London.  Af  ter  arriving  there 
we  first,  heard  of  the  war  wit)*  America,  and  that  the  Guirriere 
was  t ken.  This  deponent  took  his  shirt,  Samuel  Davis  and  Wil- 
liam Young  took  their  handkerchiefs,  made  stripes  and  stars  for 
the  American  colors,  and  hung  it  over  a gun,  and  gave  three 
cheers  for  the  victory.  The  next  morning  at  six  o’clock  we  were 
brought  up  and  whipped,  two  dozen  lushes  each,  for  huzzaing  for 
the  Yankee  flag.  Shortly  after  this  we  were  all  released  by  the 
assistance  of  the  American  consul  and  captain  Hall,  who  knew  us. 

This  deponent  further  saitii,  that  all  had  protections,  and  showed 
them,  and  claimed  to  be  Americans  at  the  time  they  were  impressed. 

JAMES  TOMPKINS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  17th  day  of  April,  18  i3,  at  Which  time  the 
said  James  Tompkins  shewed  me  his  wrists,  which  at  his  request 
I examined,  and  there  appeared  to  he  marks  on  both  of  them, 
occasioned,  as  I suppose,  from  his  having  been  in  irons. 

WM.  W.  BOG  ARD  US,  i usl  ice  of  the  peace. 

No.  V. 

VIOLATION  OF  FLAGS  OF  TRUCE. 

Montreal  Prison,  6th  May,  1813. 

Sir,— I am  an  unfortunate  American  who  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians on  my  way  to  Malden,  with  a flag  of  truce  from  general 
Harrison,  on  the  night  of  the  31st  January,  and  after  a variety  of 
Indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention,  1 w as  brought  here  and  put 
into  the  dungeon  for  thjrty-three  days,  and  have  been  up  on  the 
Ct  litre  floor  a week.  I wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice,  &c.  &e.  In  haste,  yours,  &c. 

SAMUEL  M‘KEEHAN, 
Surgeon's  mate  2d  regt.  2d  brigade  Ohio  militia. 

Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Montreal  Prison , 9th  May,  1813. 

Sir,— Yesterday  sir  George’s  aid  came  and  informed  me  that  the 
nature  of  mv  confinement  had  been  contrary  to  his  orders,  and 
colonel  Lethbridge  was  required  to  restore  me  to  my  liberty.  1 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  my  self  would  probably  in  a few 
days  be  sent  to  the  United  Suites.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he 
would  send  for  me  at  three  o’clock,  and  take  my  parole.  In  less 
than  one  Lour,  major  Shackh  ton  called  and  said,  the  governor, 
after  mature  consideration,  had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me 
Lave  iny  liberty  until  he  would  hear  from  general  Proctor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprisonment,  major  Shaekleton 
told  me  that  general  Procter  Lad  promised,  with  the  next  des- 
patches, to  s.  d on  ail  the  papers  relating  to  my  ease,  and  that 
tiien  I would  luve  a hearing. 

So  you  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not  yet  abolished.  If 
tlr  y had  drove  a dagger  through  my  heart  my  punishment  would 
have  heels  o uch  1»  ,s  and  their  compassion  much  greater. 

Yours,  &.u. 


SAMUEL  M‘KEEHAN. 


Major  Siiackknon  also  told  me  that  colonel  Haynes  was  unau- 
thorised to  tAi  me  what  iie  did.  S.  M‘K. 


Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Montreal  Goal , May  12,  1813. 

Sir, — I am  requested  by  Dr.  M‘Keeban  to  inform  you  of  lis 
present  unpleasant  situation.  He  is  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to 
be  confined  to  Lis  bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  any  thing  to 
make  him  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here  to  examine  our 
situation,  neither  have  we  a chance  to  send  out  after  any  lieeessa- 
n tinvi  w.  want. 


I am  confident  the  doctor’s  case  requires  some  very  speedy  aid, 
particularly  as  it  r spects  his  confined  situation,  lodging,  &e. 
Vonr's.  respectfully. 

GEORGE  H.  'RODGERS,  United  States  army. 
Lieutenant  Dudley, 


\Jle?e  folUaos  Ur.  M‘Keehan's  narrative  inserted  in  tfie  Weekly 
Jlegister,  vul.  IV.  page  244.] 


Ti:  ..  EXCELLENCY  MAJOR-GENERAL  DEARBORN. 

Sir,— Without  introduction  or  apology.  I lag  leave  to  state  to 
•yoi.r  Pxc jkney,  that  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  I was  ordered 
by  Refill  Harrison  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a flag  of 
truce.  1 was  required  in  my  instructions,  it  I met  .no  British 
officer  at  the  place  to  proceed  to  Malden  (if  too  givat  danger  did  not 
appear  from  ihe  savages.)  The  same  evening,  thirty-three  miles 
Rom  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired  upon  us  and  killed  Mr. 
Larnont,  (one  of  my  attendants)  wounded  myself  in  the  foot,  then 
conveyed  me  to  captain  Elliot,  who  took  me  to  the  river  Raisin, 
and  from  thence  sent  me  to  general  Proctor,  at  litad-quarters  in 
Sandv.Ru:,  who  swore,  by  God,  that  the  flag  and  papers  which  I 
jmv’  was  on.lv  a pretence  to  cover  a dishonorable  service.  1 
reb.  ; ci$ 'insinuations  as  moderately  as  my  indignant  feelings 
woi  ! ; permit.  General  Proctor  made  several  observations  on 
L R-ial  Harrison’s  abilities  as  a commauder ; said  he  was  used  to 


fight  Indians,  but  not  British  troops.  See.  He  kept  my  instruction*  ; 
did  not  even  inform  the  senior  officer,  ensign  Baker,  of  the  Ame- 
rican prisoners,  that  he  had  a letter  for  him.  I w a-  ordered  to  a 
tavern  under  the  care  of  a French  sergeant.  I waited  till  the  4tl» 
of  February  before  I wrote  to  general  Proctor,  demanding  in  what 
character  I was  considered;  how  long  1 would  be  detained,  and 
the  cause  of  my  detention. 

The  nj-'xt  day  the  general’s  aid  informed  me  I was  recognized 
as  slug' on’s  mate,  and  would  attend  with  Dr.  Brown  on  the  Ame- 
rican won uded  prisoners.  On  the  12th  I received  a letter  from 
general  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I had  written  to  him  the  day 
before,  of  which  die  following  is  a copy' : 

Sandu'irh,  12 th  Feb . 1813. 

Sir,— In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  lltli  instaut,  1 am  directed 
by  colonel  Proctor,  commanding,  to  observe,  that  you  were  sent  in 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of  general 
Winchester’s  army,  lor  which  purpose  you  are  now  detained  ; and 
beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  in  the  execution  of  your  duty 
you  will  render  a most  important  service  to  your  country. 

I Lave  the  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

A.  W.  M-LEAIN,  A.  D.  C. 

I continued  to  attend  the  wounded  until  the  2d  of  March,  when 
A.  D.  C.  M'L.aiu  informed  me  that  I was  accused  of  carrying  on 
a privates  correspondence,  and  that  lie  wws  ordered  to  take  me  in 
custody  and  secure  my  papers  : w hich  was  accordingly  done  in 
the  most  uncivil  manner.  On  the  8tli  of  March  I was  taken  by  a 
guard  to  fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing,  although  I had 
written  to  general  Proctor  repeatedly, requesting  an  investigation, 
to  which  1 received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  From  fort  George  I 
was  sent  to  Montreal  and  hurried  on  night  and  day,  although  thinly 
clothed  (having  been  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians)  and  the 
weather  very  cold.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal,  I w'as,  without 
being  asked  any  questions  or  permitted  to  ask  any  myself,  put 
into  a dungeon  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
in  dark  and  solitary  confinement,  and  there  kept  thirty-three 
days,  after  which  time  I was  put  up  w ith  the  American  prisoners. 

A few  days’  after  my  elevation,  lieutenant  Dudley  became  ac- 
quainted with  iny  situation,  and  made  such  representations  to 
governor  Prevost  as  induced  his. excellency  to  send  his  aid,  colonel 
Baynes,  Who  said  he  was  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  me 
that  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed  on  my'  person  was 
contrary  to  his  orders,  and  told  colonel  Lethbridge  to  take  my 
parole  and  liberate  me  immediately.  The  colonel  not  having  ma- 
terials for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  would  send  for  me  at  three 
o’clock.  In  less  than  one  hour,  the  town-major  came  and  informed 
me,  that  the  governor,  on  more  mature  consideration,  thought  he 
could  not  liberate  me  until  he  got  despatches  from  general  Proctor. 
On  the  17 th  of  May,  eight  or  ten  days  after,  I was  taken  from 
prison,  and,  in  company  w ith  lieutenant  Dudley,  sent  to  the  United 
Suites.  I may  here  observe,  that  the  apartment  in  which  I was 
confined  did  not  contain  either  chair,  bench  or  stool,  or  bedding 
whatever,  for  the  space  of  two  weeks.  Fresh  beef  was  furnished* 
but  not  salt.  I was  denied  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  treated  uni- 
formly with  the  utmost  contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom  I had 
the  honor  of  seeing  every  day  for  a few  minutes.  By  the  request  of 
fourteen  American  prisoners,  now  in  Montreal  jail,  whose  names  are 
hereunto  annexed,  I beg- leave  to  state  to  your  excellency,  that  they 
are  kept  iir  close  confinement,  sometimes  half  a day  without  water, 
and  frequently  two  or  three  days  w ithout  w ood  to  cook  w ith  ; and 
when  tliey  complained  the  jailor’s  curses  were  freely  lavished  upon 
them.  They  have  not  the  privilege  of  procuring  some  little  neces- 
saries, winch  the  benevolence  of  some  humane  persons  enabled 
them  to  do  by  giving  them  a little  money.  Sir  George  Prevost  has 
told  them  that  their  confinement  is  owing  to  the  bad  faith  of  their 
ow  n government,  8tc. 

I would  have  stated  to  your  excellency  the  knowledge  I had, 
through  the  report  of  others,  of  the  outrages  and  cruelties  exerei  sed 
on  the  American  prisoners  taken  at  gencraUWinchester’s  defeat, 
but  must  refer  your  excellency  to  Mr.  Rutland,  who  had  a com- 
mand in  the  Michigan  militia  last  summer,  and  who  was,  after  being 
dispossessed  of  ail  his  property,  sent  to  fore  George  with  me,  who 
no  doubt  had  many  opportunities  of  hearing  such  things  tri- 
umphantly spoken  of  among  British  officers  and  subjects. 

I.  have  the  honor  to  he,  ike. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  M-IvEEHAN, 

Surgeon's  mate,  2d  regt.  0.  M. 
Niagara  Coffee-House,  June  4.  1814. 

List  of  persons  left  in  Montreal  jail.— Geo.  H.  Rogers,  U.  S. 
army,  Wm.  Hodenback,  Seth  Barns,  Gains  Hooker,  Philaster 
Jones,  Jared  Witherall,  Major  Watson,  Alexr.  M‘ Gregor,  Le  wis 
Minor,  John  Campbell,  Zcbina  Cofiaev,  Pliny  Conkey,  David 
Johnson. 

No.  VI. 

RANSWM  OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  PROM  INDIANS  IN 
THE  IIRlTISll  SERVICE. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Albany,  March  22,  1813.  ' 

“A  few-  days  previous  to  the  thirty-first  of  January,  1813,  I 
transmitted  some  letters  addressed  to  the  friends  and  families  of 
a few'  of  the  prisoners  whom  we  had  been  able  to  ransom  out 
of  the  bands  of  the  savages. 

“On  ibe  thirty-first  day  of  January  I addressed  you  a letter 
covering  similar  information  for  twelve  other  families,” 

(To  be  continued.) 


Imperial  Parliament. 

House  of  lords,  ,)uly  22. — This  being  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  his  royal  highness  the  prince  re? 
gent  came  down  to  the  house  in  great  state,  for  the 
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purpose  of  proroguing  parliament  with  a speech  j 
from  the  throne.  The  side  benches  were  occupied 
•by  a targe  assemblage  of  ladies  of  the  fn-s-t  distinc- 
tion : among  the  numerous  spectators  were  the  Rus- 
sian, Spanish  and  Portuguese  ainbassadoi'3.  The 
•commons  having  appeared  at  the  bar,  his  royal 
highness  delivered  from  the  throne  the  following 
speech  : 

Jl/y  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

1 cannot  release  you  from  your  attendance  in  par- 
liament, without  repealing  the  expression  of  my  deep 
regret  of  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  lamented 
indisposition. 

The  attention  which  you  have  paid  to  the  public 
interests  in  the  course  of  the  season,  demands  my 
warmest  acknowledgments. 

The  splendid  and  signal  success  which  has  attend- 
ed the  commencement  of  the  campaign  in  the  Pen- 
insula ; — the  consummate  skill  and  ability  displayed 
by  field-marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  in  the 
progress  of  these  operations  which  have  led  to  the 
great  and  decisive  victory  obtained  near  Vittoria  ; 
and  the  valor  an  l intrepidity  by  which  his  majesty’s 
forces,  and  those  of  his  allies,  have  been  distin- 
guished, are  as  highly  gratifying  to  my  feelings  as 
they  have  been  to  those  of  the  whole  nation.  Whilst 
these  operations  have  added  new  lustre  to  the  Bri- 
tish arms,  they  afford  the  best  prospect  of  the  deli- 
verance of  the  Peninsula  from  the  tyranny  and  op- 
pression of  France,  and  they  furnish  the  most  deci- 
sive proof  of  the  wisdom  of  that  policy  which  has 
induced  you,  under  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  to 
persevere  in  the  support  of  this  glorious  contest. 

The  entire  failure  of  the  French  ruler  in  his  de- 
signs against  the  Russian  empire,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  French  army  employed  on  that  service, 
were  followed  by  the  advance  of  the  Russian  forces, 
since  joined  by  those  of  Prussia,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Elbe.  And  though  upon  the  renewal  of  the  contest 
the  allied  armies  have  found  themselves  obliged  to 
retreat  before  the  superior  numbers  collected  by  the 
enemy,  their  conduct  during  a series  of  severe  and 
sanguinary  conflicts,  has  nobly  upheld  their  milita- 
ry character,  and  commanded  the  admiration  of  Eu- 
rope. 

I have  great  satisfaction  in  acquainting  you,  that 
there  exists  between  me  and  the  courts  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Berlin  and  Stockholm,  the  most  cordial  union 
and  concert,  and  I trust  I shall  be  enabled,  by  the 
aids  which  you  have  so  liberally  afforded,  to  render 
this  union  effectual  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
-great  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  established. 

1 regret  the  continuance  of  the  war  with  the  U. 
States  of  America. 

My  desire  to  re-establish  between  the  two  coun- 
tries those  friendly  relations  so  important  to  their 
mutual  interests,  continues  unabated  ; but  I cannot 
consent  to  purchase  the  restoration  of  peace  by  any 
sacrifice  of  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British  em- 
pire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

1 thank  you  for  the  liberal  provision  you  have  made 
for  the  services  of  the  present  year.  It  is  a great 
^satisfaction  to  me  to  reflect,  that  by  the  regulations 
you  have  adbpted  for  the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt,  you  have  established  a system  which  will  not 
retard  its  ultimate  liquidation ; whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  provides  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  with  the  least  practicable  addition  of  the  pub- 
lic burthens. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I entirely  approve  of  the  arrangements  which  you 
have*hiade  for  the  government  of  the  British  territo- 
ies  in  India,  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  British 
smmerce  in  that  part  of  the  wqjdd,  They  appear 


to  have  been  wisely  framed  with  a view  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  occured  since  this  subject 
was  last  under  the  consideration  of  parliament.  By 
these  arrangments  you  have  preserved  in  its  essential 
parts  that  system  of  government  which  experience 
has  proved  to  be  not  less  calculated  to  provide  for 
the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  India,  than  to 
promote  the  interests  of  Great  Britain ; and  you  have 
judiciously  extended  to  the  subjects  of  the  united 
kingdom  in  general  a participation  in  the  commerce 
of  countries  within  the  limits  of  the  East-India  com- 
pany’s charter,  which  will,  I doubt  not,  have  the 
effect  of  augmenting  the  resources  of  India,  and  of 
increasing  and  improving  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  his  majesty’s  dominions. 

The  tried  and  affectionate  loyalty  of  his  majesty’s 
people,  the  constancy  which  they  have  displayed 
during  this  long  and  arduous  war,  and  the  patience 
with  which  they  have  sustained  the  burdens  neces- 
sarily imposed  upon  them,  have  made  an  indeliable 
impression  on  my  mind.  Such  continued  and  per- 
severing exertions,  under  so  severe  a pressure,  af- 
ford the  atrongest  proof  of  their  attachment  to  that 
Constitution,  which  it  is  the  first  object  of  my  lile 
to  maintain. 

In  the  success  which  has  recently  attended  his 
jesty’s  arms,  I acknowledge  with  devout  gratitude 
the  hand  of  Divine  Providence,  the  use  I desire  to 
make  of  these  and  on  all  other  advantages,  is  to 
promote  and  secure  the  welfare  of  his  majesty’s  peo- 
ple ; and  I cannot  more  decklely  evince  this*  dispo- 
sition than  by  employing  the  powerful  means  you. 
have  placed  in  my  hands,  in  such  a manner  as  rnuy 
he  best  calculated  to  reduce  the  extravagant  pit  ten- 
sions of  the  enemy,  and  thereby  to  facilitate  the 
attainment,  in  conjunction  with  my  allies,  of  a se- 
cure and  honorable  peace. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  the  prince  regent’s 
command,  said — 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  the  command  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jesty, that  this  parliament  be  prorogued  to  Monday 
the  23d  day  of  August  next,  to  be  then  here  hoi  den; 
and  this  parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Monday  the  23d  day  of  August  next. 


Law  Case. — British  Decision-., 

At  Halifax,  August  2, 1813,  in  the  case  of  a licensed 
vessel. — Important  arid  interesting. 

THE  ORION- Jubin. 

For  the  captors — The  king's  advocate , 

For  the  claimant — The  solicitor  general. 
JUDGMENT,  " Dr.  Crokc , 

As  this  is  the  first  flase  which  has  arisen  on  the 
American  blockades,  T felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
it  the  fullest  consideration.  I nave  examined  scru- 
pulously all  its  circumstances,  I have  weighed  atten- 
tively the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced  by 
the  counsel  on  both  sides — I have  searched  out  and 
carefully  applied  to  the  present  case,  all  the  former 
decisions  of  the  higher  courts  which  I conceived  to 
have  any  bearing  or  relation  to  it  ; and  1 have  now 
to  make  known  to  the  suitors  in  this  court  the  result 
of  my  enquiries. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  few  and  undisputed.— 
The  vessel  having  on  board  a cargo  of  flour  and  In- 
dian meal,  sailed  from  New- York  on  the  15  th  M 
1813,  bound  to  Lisbon,  under  a licence  ■from  the 
British  secretary  of  state,  bearing  date  upon  the  1 lt.Ii 
September,  1812,  and  which  was  comprised  i*  these 
words  : 

To  all  commanders  of  H.  M.  ships  of  loar  and  privet- 
teemy  and  all  others  -whom  it  may  concern?  Greeting  ? 
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I ther  .undersigned,  one  of  his  majesty’s  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
given  to  me  by  his  majesty,  by  order  of  council,  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  powers  given  to  his  majesty  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  48th  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign, 
entitled,  “ An  art  to  permit  goods,  secured  in  ware- 
houses in  the  port  of  London  to  be  removed  to  the 
outports  for  exportation  to  any  port  of  Europe,  for 
empowering  his. majesty  to  direct  that  licenses  which 
his  majesty  is  authorised  to  make  under  his  sign 
nianuel,  maybe  granted  by  one  of  the  principal  se- 
cretaries of  states,  and  for  enabling  his  majesty  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  goods  in  vessels  of  less 
burthen  than  are  now  allowed  by  law,  during  the 
present  hostilities,  and  until  one  month  after  signa- 
ture of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,”  and  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  of  council  hereunto  annexed, 
I do  hereby  grant  this  license  for  the  purposes  set 
forth  m the  said  order  in  council,  to  Cropper,  Ben- 
son, &.  Co.  and  others,  and  do  hereby  permit  a vessel 
being  unarmed,  and  not  less  than  one  hundred  tons 
burthen,  and  bearing  any  flag  except  that  of  France, 
or  except  a vessel  belonging  to  France,  or  to  the 
subjects  thereof,  or  to  the  subjects  of  any  territory, 
town  or  place  annexed  to,  or  forming  a part  of 
France,  to  import  into  the  port  of  Lisbon,  from  any 
port  in  the  United  States  of  America,  a cargo  of 
rice,  grain,  meal  or  flour,  without  any  molestation 
on  account  of  any  hostilities  that  may  exist  between 
liis  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
notwithstanding  the  said  cargo  and  ship  aforesaid 
may  be  the  property  of  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of 
the  said  states  or  to  whomsoever  the  said  property 
may  belong,  and  that  the  master  of  the  said  vessel 
shall  be  permitted  to  receive  his  freight,  and  return 
with  his  vessel  and  crew  to  any  port  not  blockaded, 
upon  condition  that  the  name  and  tonnage  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  name  of  the  master  of  the  said,  ves- 
sel shall  be  endorsed  on  the  license  at  the  time  of 
the  vessel’s  clearance  fororn  her  port  of  lading. 

This  license  to  remain  in  force  for  nine  months 
from  the  date  hereof, 

Given  at  Whitehall  the  11  th  September,  1812, 
in  the  52d  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 

SIDMOUTH. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  captors  that  the  license  is 
good  in  itself,  and  that  the  terms  of  it  have  been 
complied  with,  but  it  is  alleged  by  them  that  the 
. vessel  and  cargo  are  still  liable  to  condemnation 
notwithstanding  the  license,  for  having  broke  the 
blockade  of  New- York. 

There  are  two  points  therefore  for  consideration. 
The  first  is  a question  of  fact,  whether  New- York 
w as  blockaded  at  the  time  the  vessel  sailed  from 
thence.  The  second  is  a question  of  law,  whether, 
supposing  the  blockade  to  be  established,  the  li- 
cense can  protect  the  vessel  from  the  consequences 
of  coming  out  of  that  port  during  its  continuance. 

The  master  has  sworn  roundly  “ that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  blockade.”  But  there  is  full  proof 
that  the  notification  of  it,  which  was  made  by  lord 
Castlereagh  by  the  authority  of  the  prince  regent 
upon  the  20th  March,  was  at  that  time  known  at 
New-York.  It  is  contained  at  full  length  in  the 
Evening  Post,  a newspaper  published  in  that  city,  of 
tiie  6th  May,  and  consequently  nine  days  before  the 
vessel  sailed,  and  it  is  morally  impossible  that  the 
information  of  so  important  a nature  to  the  mercan- 
tile inhabitants  should  not  have  been  universal  in- 
tercommunicated amongst  them. 

It  ius  been  argued  by  the  captors  that  the  notifi- 
cation alone  establishes  a blockade.  That  being  a 
public  act,  and  proceeding  from  so  high  an  authority 
TKithing’  more  is  required,  and  that  it  would  consti- 
tute to  all  intents  and  purposes  a blockade  even  if 


there  were  not  a single  vessel  off  the  pert — that  the 
cases  from  which  the  contrary  might  be  inferred 
were  cases  of  notification  from  the  commanders  in 
chief,  and  not  by  the  public  authority  of  the  sove- 
reign, and  that  in  the  blockade  of  the  French  coast 
it  was  never  required  that  there  should  be  any  ves- 
sels stationed  off  the  ports — that  even  if  it  were 
necessary  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  ports  being  actu- 
ally blockaded  by  ships  of  war,  the  capture  of  this 
and  many  other  vessels  are  sufficient  evidence  of  it. 

It  has  always  been  held  by  tlie  British  courts  of 
prize  that  to  constitute  a blockade  two  things  were 
required,  that  the  ports  in  question  should  be  in- 
vested by  a force  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting egress  and  ingress  without  imminent  dan- 
ger of  capture,  and  that  notice  should  he  given  of  it 
to  all  the  parties  who  were  legally  affected  by  it. 
The  actual  investment  is  absolutely  essential  to  con- 
stitute this  state,  and  as  early  as  the  West -India 
cases  it  was  decided  by  the  court  of  appeals,  “ that 
a declaration  unsupported  by  the  fact  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  establish  a blockade.”  In  this  respect 
there  is  no  difference  whatever  between  a public, 
and  the  most  private  notification.  The  object  of 
both  is  the  same,  merely  to  inform  the  party  -who  is 
to  be  charged  with  the  breach  of  a blockade,  that  a 
blockade  exists.  A notification  given  by  a com- 
mander, is  as  much  under  the  authority  of  the  so- 
vereign as  if  it  were  an  act  immediately  proceeding 
from  him,  because  commanders  derive  from  him  the 
power  of  blockading  such  ports  as  they  may  judge 
proper.  The  most  formal  and  diplomatic  notification 
between  governments  is  only  meant  for  the  informa- 
tion of  individuals,  Public  notifications  made  to  the 
government  of  a country  will  affect  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  with  the  knowledge  of  it  after  a 
certain  time,  as  a presumption  juris  et  de  jure , be- 
cause it  is  the  duty  of  governments  to  communicate 
it  to  all  their  subjects,  but,  whenever  it  can  he 
proved  that  any  individuals  are  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  the  blockade  by  any  other  means , the 
consequences  will  be  to  them  the  same.  But  under 
all  modes  of  notification  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  there  should  be  the  fact  of  actual  investment, 
without  which  no  notification  is  effectual. 

What  has  been  called  the  blockade  of  tbe  French 
coasts,  by  the  well  known  order  of  the  26th  of  April, 
forms  no  exception  to  the  principles  maintained 
upon  this  subject  by  the  British  nation.  That  was  a 
measure  perfectly  different  from  a blockade.  It  did 
not  profess  to  be  a blockade,  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  orders  were  “ that  those  ports  should  be  subject 
to  the  same  restrictions  as  if  the  same  were  actually 
blockaded  by  his  majesty’s  naval  forces  in  the  most 
strict  and  rigorous  manner.”  The  word  blockade 
was  introduced  hot  as  a definition  of  the  measure 
itself  but  by  wav  of  explanation  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  to  be  executed;  in  the  manner  of  an 
actual  blockade.  No  investment  was  even  supposed 
to  take  place,  because.it  was  impossible  that  there 
could  be  an  investment  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
coast  affected  by  the  order.  It  was  not  therefore  a 
blockade,  but  it  was  a retaliatory  measure  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  an  unjust  and  unlawful  attempt 
to  ruin  this  country  by  cutting  off'  its  resources.  It 
was  not  directed  against  particular  ports,  but  against 
the  enemy’s  trade  universally.  It  was  a total  prohi- 
bition of  all  commerce  with  the  enemy,  as  he  had 
prohibited  all  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  it 
would  have  been  ineffectual  and  futile  if  it  had  not 
comprehended  all  the  dominions  of  France,  and  it 
had  been  limited  within  the  legal  boundaries  of  a 
blockade.  As  none  of  the  rules  of  law  relating  to 
blockades  were  therefore  applicable  to  those  orders 
which  militated  against  their  designs,  so  no  infer- 
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ence  can  be  drawn  from  thence,  that  the  law’s  of  ^ 
blockade,  before  admitted  in  the  British  courts,/ 
have  been  in  any  manner  altered  or  deviated  from., 
'['here  is  no  necessity  therefore  to  imagine  with 
the  counsel  for  the  claimant,  that  those  orders  have 
been  abandoned  by  the  British  government  either 
in  fact,  or  in  principle — They  never  have  been  in  fact 
annulled.  The  supposed  repeal  was  merely  provi- 
sional and  the  conditions  not  having  been  complied 
with  by  the  American  government,  they  are  still  in 
force,  as  has  been  decided  in  this  court  in  some 
recent  cases.*  They  can  never  be  abandoned  in 
principle  till  this  proposition  is  admitted  to  be  true, 
that  “ it  is  the  duty  of  a nation  to  submit  to  the 
annihilation  of  its  commerce  and  resources,  when  it 
is  attempted  by  its  enemy,  with  a view  to  its  final 
subjugation  and  destruction,  without  an  effort  of 
struggle  or  resistance,  because  that  resistance  may 
be  some  inconvenience  to  a third  country.”  Our 
enemies,  both  open,  and  in  disguise,  naturally  are 
vehement  in  their  outcries  against  the  orders  in 
council,  because  they  have  proved  too  successful  in 
defeating  their  malevolent  designs,  but,  as  long  as 
the  right  of  self-defence  shall  continue  to  be  the 
first  law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  so  long  will  those 
retaliating  and  defensive  measures  rest  upon  the 
solid  foundation  of  eternal  truth  and  justice. 

It  is  necessary  then  to  establish  in  this  case  be- 
sides a notification  brought  home  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  parties,  which  has  been  sufficiently  proved, 
that  a blockade  de  facto  existed.  It  is  indeed  to  be 
supposed  from  the  notification  itself,  that  orders 
would  be  given  to  carry  the  intended  blockade  into 
effect.  Yet  this  is  not  so  conclusive  as  to  carry  it 
with  a presumption  that  it  lias  been  actually  done. 
It  was  argued  by  the  captor’s  counsel,  that  even  if  the 
high  officer  who  has  the  supreme  command  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic  should  refuse  to  execute  the  order, 
that  the  court  would  be  bound  to  execute  it,  and  to 
enforce  the  law.  But  this  is  not  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  If  it  were  possible  that  an  officer  should  be 
guilty  of  a great  breach  of  duty  in  not  observing 
orders  sent  to  him  by  government,  still  though  he 
might  be  personally  responsible  for  the  neglect,  yet 
that  would  not  supply  the  want  of  the  fact  that  a 
real  blockade  had  taken  place.  It  has  been  held  in 
the  high  court  of  admiralty, f that  even  where  there 
was  an  actual  investment,  if  any  of  the  blockading 
ships  have  not  enforced  it,  that  the  blockade  is  so  far 
“ virtually  relaxed.”  There  is  no  evidence  that  the 
port  of  New- York  has  ever  yet  been  in  a state  of 
blockade.  It  is  not  known  as  a matter  of  notoriety, 
or  from  the  capture  of  vessels.  There  is  no  special 
evidence  of  it  afforded  by  this  case.  No  vessels  were 
seen  off  the  port.  The  capture  was  made  in  the  lati- 
tude 40  degrees,  and  in  the  longitude  of  70  degrees 
and  20  minutes,  by  the  prize-master’s  affidavit,  at 
the  distance  therefore  of  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  New-York.  There  is  no  circumstance 
therefore  to  lead  us  to  a conclusion  that  the  port  of 
New-York  was  in  a state  of  blockade.  Where  the 
existence  of  a blockade  has  been  generally  known  j 
and  continued  for  some  time,  and  bv  public  notifi-j 
cation,  it  is  presumed  prima  facie  to  continue  till  it 
is  revoked,  jin  such  cases  when  a blockade  has 
really  existed  it  has  been  held  to  be  incumbent  on 
the  party  alleging  the  relaxations  to  prove,  it.  But 
in  the  present  instance  where  it  is  not  known  that 
any  blockade  has  ever  commenced,  I think  it  fair 
that  the  party  who  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
blockade  should  establish  it  bv  evidence.  If  the  case 
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therefore  depends  upon  that  fact,  I should  direct 
the  captors  to  bring  further  proof  of  it,  and  should 
allow  the  claimants  at  the  same  time  to  bring  such 
other  evidence  as  they  may  judge  proper  on  the  point. 

This  however  will  be  unnecessary  if  it  should  be 
found  that,  notwithstanding  a blockade,  this  ship 
anil  cargo  were  protected  by  the  license,  which 
brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  point 
in  the  case.  This  license  is  dated  on  the  11th  Sep- 
tember, 1812,  anil  the  questioning  is  whether  it  is 
annulled  by  the  subsequent  order  for  blockading  the 
port  of  New-York,  as  far  as  that,  or  other  block- 
aded ports  are  concerned,  or,  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther, under  a license  to  import  goods  from  any  port 
in  the  United  States,  they  can  be  expected  from  a 
blockaded  port  in  that  country.  I have  examined 
all  the  cases  to  be  found  which  at  all  relate  to  this 
question.  A recent  case  that  of  the  Byfield,  Fors- 
ter,*' was  the  case  of  a vessel  which  was  said  to  have 
had  a license  granted  to  certain  British  merchants, 
permitted  a vessel  to  proceed  from  any  port  in  the 
Baltic  to  any  port  in  the  united  kingdom. 

The  vessefwent  into  Copenhagen,  then  blockaded* 
and  came  out  with  her  cargo,  with  which  she  was 
sailing  to  Liverpool  when  she  was  captured.  It  was 
laid  down  most  strongly  by  sir  William  Scott,  that 
“a  license  expressed  in  general  terms,  to  authorise  a 
ship  to  sail  from  any  port  with  a cargo,  will  not.  au- 
thorise her  to  sail  from  a blockaded  port  with  a car- 
go taken  in  there  ; to  exempt  a blockaded  port  from 
the  restrictions  incident  to  a state  of  blockade,  it 
must  be  especially  designated  with  such  an  exemption 
in  the  license  ; other-wise  a blockaded  port  shall  be  tak- 
en as  an  exception  to  the  general  description  in  the  li- 
cense..”  Nothing  can  be  laid  down  more  forcibly  and 
generally  than  this  doctrine.  Yet  it  seems  that  there 
may  be  exceptions  to  it.  In  the  Huff  ruing,  Berens,* 
without  any  such  express  exemption  in  the  license , 
where  it  had  been  granted  on  the  same  day  when  the 
notification  stated  the  blockade  to  commence,  the 
learned  judge  “laid  all  question  of  block  de  out  of 
the  case,  for  he  thought  himself  bound  to  pre- 
sume that  it  was  intended  the  parties  should  have 
the  full  benefit  of  importing  the  articles  without 
molestation  from  a blockade  which  could  not  be  un- 
known to  the  great  personage  under  whose  authori- 
ty the  license  was  issued.” 

Another  ground  of  exemption  was  taken  and  ad- 
mitted in  the  same  case,  for  the  judge  concluded 
that  since  “the  blockade  was  not  considered  as  a 
ground  for  withholding  these  licenses,  he  was  led  to 
suppose,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  have  the  effect 
of  suspending  such  as  had  already  been  granted.” 

In  the  case  first  cited,  where  the  general  doctrine 
was  laid  down  so  universally,  but  which  must  be  un- 
derstood with  some  little  reference  to  the  particular 
case  in  which  it  was  stated,  it  was  said  that  “as  the 
vessel  was  lying  at  Christiansand,  an  open  port  at 
the  time  when  the  license  bore  date,  and  when  there 
was  no  intention  manifested  of  going  to  Copenhagen, 
the  license  could  not  be  of  a nature  to  prohibit  the 
purchase  of  a cargo  there,  a transaction  which  was 
not  in  contemplation  when  the  application  was  made,” 
still  referring  for  an  explanation  of  the  license  to  the; 
intention  of  government.  It  may  then  from  these 
three  instances  be  fairly  inferred,  as  the  judicial 
opinion  of  that  great  man,  that  notwithstanding 
there  are  no  express  provisions  in  a license  or  a block- 
ading order  to  that  effect,  yet  wherever  it  appears 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  his  majesty,  or  of 
those  who  exercise  his  authority,  that  the  permis- 
sion given  by  a license  should  not  be  suspended  by 
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an  order  of  blockade,  that  it  is  not  affected  by  the 
blockades. 

But  before  I consider  the  application  of  these  prin- 
ciples to  the  present  case,  it  must  be' observed  that 
"there  is  in  limine  a very  material  distinction' between 
them.  Ail  those  cases  were  of  licenses  granted  to 
British  subjects  or  neutrals,  and  the  blockades  were 
of  ports  belonging  to  third  nations  mir  enemies.- — 
This  is  the  case  of  a license  granted  to  the  enemy, 
and  the  blockade  is  of  his  own  ports.  These  are 
such  material  circumstances,  that  the  other  cases' 
cannot  in  any  manner  be  considered  as  directly  ap- 
plicable to  the  present. 

For  the  truth  is,  that  a blockade  is  not  a measure 
which  legally  affects  the  enemy  at  all,  it  operates  in 
point  of  law  only  upon  neutrals,  upon  them  it  lias 
a real  legal  effect ; it  gives  new  rights  to  the  hlocka- 
ders.  Without  it  neutrals  might  trade  in  safety  to 
the  port.  It  is  the  blockade  alone  which  creates  the 
right  of  capturing  their  vessels.  But  the  vessels  and 
the  other  property  of  the  enemy  would  be  equally 
liable  to  be  captured  and  condemned,  although  a 
single  blockade  should  never  be  established.  It  is 
indeed  a disposal  of  naval  forces  which  renders  the 
capture  of  his  property  more  easy  to  the  blockading 
ships,  and  which  distresses  him  by  excluding  neu- 
trals, but  tli is  is  all.  As  to  the  enemy’s  property, 
the  blockaders  acquire  no  new  right  by  it.  Before  a 
blockade  is  established  they  can  seize  and  confiscate 
the  enemy’s  property,  wherever  they  find  it,  and 
during  a blockade  they  can  do  no  more.  It  affects 
the  enemy  de  facto  and  not  de  jure.  That  a blockade 
affects  merely  neutrals,  is  evident  from  the  form  of 
notification.  This  is  conceived  always  nearly  in  the 
$ame  words.  It  is  signified  to  the  ministers  of  neu- 
tral powers,  and  if  informs  them,  “that  measures 
will  be  adopted,  which  are  authorised  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  respective  treaties  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  different  neutral  powers.”  The  in- 
structions to  t he  blockading  vessels,  by  which  the 
blockade  is  established,  are  to  stop  all  neutral,  ves- 
sels destined  to  or  coming  “out  of  the  respective 
ports.”  No  notification  is  made  to  the  enemy,  no 
instructions  are  given  relative  to  the  capture  of  his 
property,  because  it  requires  no  special  directions. 
Since  then  no  orders  are  given  to  the  blockaders  re- 
specting his  property,  it  is  left  precisely  as  it  was 
before  the  blockade  ; that  is,  liable  to  be  captured 
generally,  unless  where  it  is  protected  by  orders 
-from  the  British  government,  or  other  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. Since  the  orders  to  the  blockading 
ships  specify,  ard  relate  only  to  neutral  vessels,  they 
cannot  authorize  the  capture  of  enemy’s  vessels, 
though  protected  by  a license,  which  are  not  neu- 
tral vessels,  although  to  ascertain  their  general 
rights  and  duties,  they  have  sometimes  been  con- 
sidered in  that  light,  in  the  way  of  analogy,  and  of  j 
a partial  similitude,  which  does  not  hold  good  in 
every  respect,  but  which  might  be  estimated  from 
the  nature  and  object  of  the  special  protection  grant- 
ed, and  of  the  document  by  which  it  is  conferred. 
Since  a blockade  creates  no  right  of  capturing  ene- 
my’s property  which  did  not  before  exist,  if  this 
general  right  of  capturing  his  property  has  been 
suspended  by  a license,  1 do  not  see  how  it  can  be  re- 
vived or  renewed  by  a blockade,  or  how  the  cruizers 
c m acquire  from  the  blockade  a right  to  capture 
the  enemy’s  property  in  a case  where  that  right  had 
been  superceded  by  the  act  of  his  own  government. 

Neither  does  the  object  of  the  present  blockade 
at  all  interfere  with  that  of  the  license,  but  on  the 
contrary  they  are  independent  of  each  other,  and 
both  consistent.  That  of  the  blockade  is  to  distress 
the  trade  of  the  enemy,  but  the  design  of  the  license 
is  poc  to  assist  the  trade  of  the  enemy,  or  for  the  ac- 


commodation of  any  of  the  merchants  of  that  coun- 
try, but  to  relieve  our  own  wants,  and  to  promote  an 
important  and  interesting  service.  It  was  an  object 
with  the  lirtish  government  to  victual  our  troops 
in  Spain,  that  object  is  not  affected  by  the  blockade. 

It  is  equally  necessary  that  the  soldiers  should  be 
fed  whether  New-York  is  blockaded  or  not. 

Adopting  from  British  and  neutral  cases  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  effect  of  licenses  is  to  he  deduced 
from  the  intentions  of  the  British  government,  as  far 
as  it  can  b«  ascertained  from  circumstances,  let  us 
endeavor  to  discover  what  must  have  been  its  inten- 
tion with  respect  to  these  licenses.  I have  just  ob- 
served that  the  object  of  them  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  British  military  service.  The  armies  employed 
in  the  cause  of  liberty  were  starving  in  Spain.  Most 
of  the  ports  of  Europe  were  shut  against  British 
vessels*  It  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
United  States,  as  long  as  those  necessities  continued 
which  these  licenses  were  intended  to  remedy,  it 
must  be  supposed  to  be  the  intention  of  government 
that  the  supply  should  be  continued.  The  existence 
ot  these  licenses  themselves,  unexpired  and  unre- 
voked, is  prima  facie  presumptive  evidence  that 
those  articles  are  still  wanted,  till  that  presumption 
in  overruled  by  a declaration  to  the  contrary.  In  the 
next  place,  though  the  license  is  general  and  extends 
to  any  port  in  America,  yet  in  fact  the  blockaded 
ports  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  Other  southern 
ports  of  America,  are  the  only  ports  from  which 
flour  and  grain  can  be  expected.  The  northern  coun- 
tries of  the  United  States  do  not  grow  enough  for 
their  own  consumption,  and  are  supplied  from  the 
southern  ports,  if  government  wishes  therefore  to 
be  supplied  at  all,  it  is  only  from  the  blockaded 
ports  that  it  can  receive  the  supply. 

Some  evidence  of  their  intention  may  be  deduced 
from  the  form  of  the  licence.  It  says  that  “ these 
articles  may  be  imported  from  any  port  in  the  United 
States  without  molestation  on  account  of  any  hos- 
tilities which  may  exist  between  his'majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America.”  It  might  not  be  over- 
straining the  expression  to  interpret  the  words  “ any 
hostilities**  to  mean,  “ notwithstanding  any  mode  of 
hostilities  which  Great  Britain  may  think  proper  to 
employ  whether  by  blockade  or  otherwise.”  It  is 
true  that  the  blockade  was  not  established  till  many 
months  after  the  date  of  the  license,  but  it  was  not 
improbably  in  the  contemplation  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. To  carry  on  the  war  against  that  coun- 
try by  blockading  their  ports,  has  always  been  a 
favorite  idea.  Something  of  the  consideration  of 
blockade  must  have  been  present  to  the  mind  of 
those  who  drew  up  this  order  in  council,  because  it 
is  thus  mentioned — “ The  master  of  the  said  vessel 
shali  be  permitted  to  receive  his  freight  and  return 
| with  his  vessel  and  crew  to  any  port  not  blockaded.” 
It  seems  to  have  been  understood  and  intended,  that 
the  license  could  and  should  protect  the  master 
against  breaking  a blockade,  or  why  else  would  it 
have  been  thought  necessary  to  prohibit  his  return 
to  a blockaded  port  ? Understanding  the  licenses 
then  to  have  been  a protection  from  the  penalties  of 
blockade  breaking,  though  they  do  not  forbid  com- 
ing out  of  and  exporting  the  articles  described^  from 
a blockaded  port,  it  is  a fair  conclusion  then  that 
this  was  not  intended  to  be  prohibited.  The  reason 
of  the  distinction,  as  it  is  to  be  deduced  from  the 
present  existing  circumstances,  and  which  were 
probably  foreseen  when  the  license  was  granted,  on 
the  grounds  which  I. have  just  stated  is  evident.  It 
was  only  by  coming  out  of  a blockaded  port  that 
the  license  would  be  executed,  and  its  object  accom- 
plished, because  the  provisions  to  be  imported  to 
Lisbon  could  only  there  be  .procured. 
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It  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whether  by  a license 
of  this  nature  a kind  of  vested  interest  is  not  con- 
ferred upon  the  grantee,  of  which  he  cannot  be  de- 
prived capriciously,  at  the  mere  will  of  lie  granting 
nation,  or  at  least,  whether  he  can  be  dispossessed  of 
it  without  an  express  declaration  of  the  government 
by  which  it  was  granted.  Smcc  it  is  a privilege 
which  is  to  protect  the  property  of  the  enemy,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country  which  grants  it,  not 
only  the  interest  but  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
country  are  implicated  and  pledged  to  respect  them. 
They  ought  not  to  be  revoked  without  full  and  time- 
13’ notice.  Adverse  considerations  ought  not  to  .be 
pressed  too  rigorously  against  them,  but  they  should 
be  supported  by  the  most  liberal  interpretation.  In 
case  of  doubt,  the  balance  should  incline  in  their 
favor;  it  is  a contract  for  the  benefit  of  one  party, 
in  which  the  British  government  says  in  fact — “ If 
you  will  import  provisions  to  the  army  in  Portugal, 
we  will  protect  your  vessels  from  capture  ; when  the 
Americans  are  performing  their  part  of  tire  contract, 
it  would  be  a trap  to  turn  round  upon  tirem  and  tell 
them  that  the  protection  is  withdrawn,  without  any 
previous  notice  having  been  explicitly  given  to  that, 
effect.  In  point  o<  prudence,  by  allowing  the  validity 
of  these  licenses,  little  mischief  can  be  done.  As 
they  were  limited  to  nine  months,  they  now  have 
nearly  all  expired,  since  it  is  understood  that  none 
have  been  issued  since  the  beginning  of  October. — 
The  object  of  the  blockade  will  not  be  defeated  by 
allowing  them.  The  departure  of  half  a dozen  flour 
ships  will  not  materially  relieve  the  distressed  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  but  the  intercepting  of 
them  maybe  injurious  to  the  British  service  in  the 
peninsula,  and  may  be  considered  as  not  very  cre- 
ditable to  the  liberality  and  good  faith  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. B3'  restoring  this  property,  therefore,  I con- 
ceive that  this  court  will  but  maintain  the  justice, 
the  honor,  and  the  policy  of  the  country. 

Such  is  the  view  which  1 have  been  enabled  to 
take  of  this  subject.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  public 
documents  upon  which  the  important  interests  of 
many  individuals  depend,  should  be  clear  and  de- 
finite in  their  language,  that  nothing  should  be  left 
to  supposition,  and  that  either  in  the  license  it 
should  have  been  explicitly  stated,  that  the  expor- 
tation might  or  might  not  be  made  from  a blockaded 
port,  or  that  in  the  order  for  the  blockade,  it  should 
have  been  declared  whether  it  was  to  extend  to  li- 
censed vessels.  If  this  had  been  done  we  should 
not  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  divining 
meanings  and  intentions.  Parties,  including  captors 
and  claimants,  commanders  and  merchants,  would 
not  be  placed  in  a state  of  doubt  and  anxiet}’,  andjthis 
court  would  be  relieved  from  the  painful  duty,  too 
often  imposed  upon  it.,  of  making  its  way  amongst  va- 
rious difficulties,  and  opposite  obligations, frequently 
with  no  other  guide  than  probability  and  conjee 
ture.  It  the  parties  are  not  satisfied  with  the  deci- 
sion of  this  court,  it  is  competent  to  them  to  apply 
to  a superior  tribunal,  where  the  instructions  and 
objects  of  his  majesty’s  government  are  known  a 
priori,  and  not  left  to  be  determined  by  hazard  and 
distant  reasoning. 

i — ■ - ■ — - . 

The  United  States  Loan. 

[As  a counterpart  to  the  art  icle  in  our  last,  headed 
“The  British  Loan,”  see  page  63,  we  designed  to 
offer  a similar  statement  regarding  the  ioans  of' 
the  U.  S.  and  had  made  some  progress  to  execute 
it,  when  the  following  presented  itself  in  the 
Aurora— wad.  we  extract  it  pleasure,  as  being  the 
vory_ thing  we  wanted. 

BU.  to  aid  a just  comparison  of  the  state  of  our  fi- 
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nances  with  the  boasted  resources  of  our  enemy, 
we  must  recollect  that  6 per  cent,  is  the  lowest 
rate  of  interest  ever  paid  for  money  in  the  United 
States,  and  that,  from  tl*e  multitude  of  monied  in- 
stitutions, such  as  banks  and  insurance  companies, 
&c.  &.c.  that  have  continually  presented  them- 
selves to  the  capitalist,  that  money  has  been  con- 
sidered as  really  and  fairly  worth  eight  per  cent. 
which,  indeed,  was  paid  for  the  loan  in  the  )ear 
1800,  of  only  5 millions,  and  tardily  filled  at  that 
rate.  These  facts,  with  the  article  inserted  below 
from  tiie  National  Intelligencer , affords  us  an  ho- 
nest view  of  the  case,  on  which  we  cannot  refuse 
to  congratulate  the  friends  o i^I'ree  trade  and  sai- 
lors rights -”j 

In  conversation  with  some  ot  my  neighbors  a few 
evenings  since,  I found  a difference  of  opinion  pre- 
vailing as  to  what  the  late  loan  to  government,  of 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  cost  the  United  States. 
It  seemed  to  be  a prevailing opinion  that  the  public 
pay  somewhere  above  7 1-2  per  cent,  per  annum, 
which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  the  case.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  loan  costs  the  public  $6  83  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  no  more. 

The  opinion  that  the  loan  costs  above  7 1-2  per 
cent,  is,  as  I understand,  in  this  way.  That  the  sub- 
scription being  made  at  88  per  cent,  the  lender  re- 
ceiving §6 yearly  for  88  paid,  has  §6  81  percent,  for 
his  money  : — and  further,  he  is  to  receive  at  the  end 
of  thirteen  years  $100,  which  being  twelve  more 
titan  he  has  paid,  those  twelve  dollars  being  divided 
among  the  thirteen  years,  makes  the  actual  interest 
$7  74.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  recollected  that  twelve 
dollars  paid  thirteen  years  hence  is  woi  tli  but  $5  61 ; 
the  interest  of  which  being  added  to  $6  81,  as  above, 
makes  $7  15 : nor  does  it  seem  to  be  recollected 
that  government  do  not  promise  payment  of  the 
principal  at  the  end  of  thirteen  years — their  promise 
is  not  to  pay  before  that  time.  And  if  it  should  so 
happen  that  the  principal  shall  not  be  paid  before  the 
end  of  twenty-six  years,  those  twelve  dollars  cannot 
be  called  more  than  $2  62,  at  the  time  of  subscrib- 
ing. Therefore  this  mode  of  calculation,  wanting 
certainty,  as  to  the  duration  of  the  loan,  is  liable  to 
error.  There  is,  however,  no  occasion  to  make  the 
calculation  on  any  uncertainty. 

The  loan  was  subscribed  for  at  the  rate  of  38 
specie  dollars  for  $100  in  six  par  cent,  stock,  paya- 
ble at  the  pleasure  of  the  government,  after  the  end 
of  thirteen  years.  Therefore  the  subscriber,  upon 
payment  of  $100  in  specie,  receives  a certificate  of 
6 per  cent,  stock  for  $113  63,  because 
As  $88*—  in  specie. 

Is  to  $100 — in  6 per  cent,  stock. 

So  is  $100 — in  specie 

To  $113  63 — in  6 percent,  stock. 

But,  in  order  to  show  the  utmost  the  government 
pay,  it  will  be  remembered  that  a 1-4  per  cent,  was 
allowed  to  the  persons  who  collected  the  subscrip- 
tion— which  will  make  some  small  difference,  be- 
cause 

As  $99  75 — the  sum  paid,  deducting  the  1-4 
per  cent. 

Is  to  $113  63 — the  amount  of  the  capital  received 
So  is  $100 — in  specie 

To  $113  92 — tiie  real  sum  of  6 per  cent,  stock 
received  for  a^subscription  of  $100. 
Therefore,  the  loan  cost  the  subscribers,  not  ex- 
actly $88,  but  $87  78  only,  because 
As  $113  63 — the  amount  of  the  certificate  received. 
Is  to  $ 99  75 — the  actual  specie  paid 
S >is  $100  — 6 per  cent,  stock 

To  $ 87  78 — the  actual  sum  in  specie  paid  for 
* $100 — 6 per  heat,  stock. 
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Hence  it  follows  that  the  interest  paid  bv  the  pub- 
lic is  C per  cent,  on  $113  92 — which  is  $6  83. 

As  there  is  no  stipulation  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, when  the  principal  is  to  be  paid,  whether  in 
thirteen  or  any  other  number  of  years,  the  true  cal- 
culation is,  that  the  lender  receives  an  annuity  of 
$6  83  forever.  Because  whenever  the  principal  shall 
be  paid,  the  government  parts  with  just  so  much 
money  as  will  (money  at  6 per  cent.)  procure  that 
sum  annually  forever. 

If  John  is  indebted  to  Richard  $100,  and  pays 
him,  John,  by  the  payment,  parts  with  $6  per  year 
forever.  So  the  government,  upon  payment  of  the 
principal,  be  it  when  it  may,  will  part  with  $6  83 
percent,  per  annum  forever,  of  consequence  $6  83 
is  the  true  cost  of  the  loan. 

The  amount  of  the  whole  loan  is  $16,000,000 
Deduct  for  1-4  per  cent,  paid  for  com- 
missions 40,000 


The  sum  received  by  government  is  $15,960,000 


The  sum  of  6 per  cent,  stock  is- 
sued for  this  $15,960,000  is  $18, 18 1,8 17  60 


The  interest  of  which  is,  1,090,909  05 

Then, 

As  $15,960,000 — the  sum  received  by  the  govern- 

ment in  specie. 

Is  to  $ 1,090,909  05 — the  annual  interest  to  be  paid 
on  the  whole  amount  of  the  6 
per  cent  stock  issued, 

§o  is  $100 — specie 

To  $ 6 83 — the  interest,  per  cent,  per  annum,  as 
before. 

Until  this  principal  sum  shall  be  paid,  the  above 
interest  will  be  paid — when  the  principal  is  paid,  the 
interest  of  course,  will  cease,  but  the  government 
having  parted  with  so  much  principal,  thereby  vir- 
tually continues  the  payment  of  that  in  terest. 

No  notice  is  here  taken  of  the  interest  being  paya- 
ble quarter  yearly — this  is  some  additional  advantage 
to  the  receiver,  but  is  no  disadvantage  to  the  puhlic, 
as  it  is  not  to  lie  doubted,  but  that,  if  it  were  not 
paid,  the  money  would  lay  idle  in  the  bank.  V. 

The  Joan  of  $7,500,000. — It  is  pleasant  to  observe 
that  the  government  can  obtain  as  much  money  as 
it  wants  to  carry  on  the  war  for  “free  trade  and' sail- 
ed s rights.”  The  following  is  from  the  National  In- 
telligencer of  Tuesday  last , 

“On  Saturday  last,  being  the  day  fixed  for  receiv- 
ing proposals  for  the  loan  of  7,500,000  dollars,  au- 
thorized by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress, 
proposals  for  more  than  twelve  millions  and  a half 
of  dollars  were  offered  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. The  loan  was  taken  at  88  dollars  25  cents  in 
money  for  100  dollars  in  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
6 par  cent.  The  privilege  of  prompt  payment  for 
the  latter  instalments  not  being  given  to  the  lenders 
in  this  loan,  a measure  which  subjects  the  treasury 
to  pay  interest  on  the  money  before  it  is  wanted,  the 
terms  are  one  per  cent,  better  to  the  government, 
than  those  on  which  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions 
was  contracted  for  six  months  since.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

For  the  success  of  the  loan  of  $ 7,500,000,  see 
preceding  article. 

The  brig  Dispatch,  (rescued  some  time  ago  by 
certain  citizens  of  Boston,  from  the  possession  of  a 


Salem  privateer,  see  vol.  4,  page  385)  was  condemn- 
ed as  good  prize  to  the  captors,  by  the  district  court 
for  Massachusetts,  sitting  at  Rostov,  last  week. 

The  United  States  brig  Euterprize  was  formerly 
a schooner,  and  is  the  same  vessel  with  which  ljeuL 
Sterrett,  in  August,  1801,  captured,  without  loss 
of  a man,  the  Tripolitan  ship  of  war,  Tripoli,  of 
14  guns  and  85  men,  50  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded-* 

Blockade  of  the  American  errast. — A London  paper 
of  Aug.  9,  says — “On  the  28th  of  April,  an  expla- 
natory letter  was  written  from  the  admiralty  to  sir 
John  B.  Warren,  in  which  he  was  told,  “That  their 
lordships  expect,  and  direct  him  to  maintain  a block- 
ade de  facto  of  every  port  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  which  his  force  may  be  adequate.” 

There  *vas  a general  illumination  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  evening  of  the  24th  ult.  by  recommendation 
of  the  mayor  ; “such  expressions  of  joy  being  pro- 
hibited by  law,”  without  his  permission.  Many  of 
the  public  buildings  in  New  York,  were  illuminated 
in  gn-eat  stile.  The  bells  were  rung,  and  salutes 
fired  from  all  Lhe  forts,  from  the  navy -yard  and  the 
flotilla.  Such  demonstrations  of  joy  have  been  ex- 
hibited in  almost  every  town  and  village  we  have 
heard  from. 

At  a district  court  to  be  held  in  Vermont,  at  Rut- 
land, on  the  10th  inst.  no  less  than  forty-three  cases 
are  to  be  tried  for  a violation  of  the  laws  of  the  U. 
States,  in  the  import  of  goods  or  export  of  provi- 
sions, to  and  from  Canada  ! — It  is  highly  honorable 
to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  that  such  vigi- 
lance exists,  and  we  hope  it  may  check  the  treasons 
of  the  “well-inclined.” 

Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard  have  arrived  at  St. 
Petersburg — not  having  landed  at  the  most  conve- 
nient port  to  “proceed  to  Prague”  as  the  “ British 
writers  in  America”  said  they  would. 

Original  anecdote. — At  a late  electioneering  meet- 
ing in  Maryland,  one  of  the  candidates,  among 
other  arguments  to  point  out  the  inutility  of  the  war 
and  persuade  the  people  to  “peace”  observed  we 
were  fighting  for  a thing  we  should  never  obtain  ; for 
Lord — somebody  had  declared  that  rather  than  give 
up  the  “ right  of  impressment,”  they  would  “nail  the 
flag  to  thegnasl  and  sink  -with  it.”  On  which  a rus- 
tic wit,  one  of  the  crowd,  requested  aloud,  that  the 
orator  would  inform  them  if  the  Boxer’s  colors 
were  sot  nailed  ? This  ended  the  harangue. 

London,  Aug.  13. — In  consequence  of  the  great 
difficulty  that  has  been  experienced  in  completing 
the  crews  of  the  frigates  now  at  Chatham  and  Sheer- 
ness, orders  were  given  to  disarm  the  Christian  the 
VII.  and  to  dispose  of  her  crew.  That  vessel  will 
be  re-equipped  as  speedily  as  possible.  We  cannot 
omit  relating  tins  fact,  although  the  conclusion  to 
be  drawn  from  it  is  very  unfavorable  to  ourselves. 
Such  measures  were  not  necessary,  when  be  had  the 
ability  of  procuring  seamen  from  the  Mediterranean, 
ihe  Adriatic,  the  Baltic,  the  United  States,  and  even 
from  the  coast,  of  France.  We  plainly  perceive  the 
disadvantageous  effects  of  the  perseverance  of 
France  in  the  continental  system. 

MILITARY.  ' 

From  the  northern  armies,  and  the  squadron  on  On- 
tario, we  have  little  positive  information  since  our 
last.  We  know  nothing  of  what  has  been  done  at 
Fort  George  or  Sackett’s  Harbor , as  to  military  af- 
fairs. This  augurs  well  in  favor  of  the  discipline  of 
the  troops.  Of  Chauncey  and  his  fleet  we  have  had  a 
multitude  of  rumors.  One  account  says  that  he  re- 
turned to  Sackett’s  Harbor  on  the  18th  ; but  we  ra- 
ther believe  he  has  not  relaxed  the  blockade  of  sir 
James.  Hampton  with  his  whole  force,  moved  from 
Cumberland  Head  on  the  19th  inst,  entered  the  ene- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


my’s  country  on  the  20th,  routed  his  pickets,  drove 
in  ids  advanced  corps,  and  marched  for  the  west ; 
supposed  to  be  hastening  to  Sachet? s Harbor.  Com. 
M'Donough,  has  resumed  the  command  of  lake 
Champlain,  and  has  blocked,  up  the  British  fleet. 
The  shores  and  frontier  are  lined  by  the  New-York 
militia. 

About  150  or  200  Indian  warriors  of  the  Oneida 
and  Stockb ridge  tribes,  for  fort  George,  passed 
through  Canandaigua  between  the  14th  and  21st  ult. 

The  New  York  militia,  called  out  by  the  late  re- 
quisition, have  proceeded  with  great  alacrity  to  the 
lines.  About  800  men,  artillery,  infantry  and  rifle- 
man, in  full  uniform,  were  reviewed  by  governor 
Tompkins,  at  Waterford,  on  Saturday  the  18th  ult. 
and  highly  complimented  by  him  for  their  good  con- 
duct and  soldier-like  appearance.  We  hope  and  be- 
lieve the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  patriotic 
people  of  this  state  will  be  relieved  from  the  har- 
assment incidental  to  their  frontier  situation,  by  the 
expulsion  of  the  enemy  for  all  the  parts  adjacent. 

A brigade  of  New-York  militia,  3000  strong,  was 

collecting  at  Canandaigua,  Sept.  14 -267  light 

dragoons  from  Fort  George  had  also  arrived  there  ; 
destination  unknown. 

It  is  stated  that  many  deserters  from  the  enemy 
come  into  Fort  George  daily  ; it  is  also  reported  the 
Indians  have  chiefly  left  the  army  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, supposed  for  Jfalden. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  first  requisition  of  the 
Connecticut  militia,  doing  duty  at  JVe~.o- London  hav- 
ing expired  on  the  16th,  they  marched  from  the  en- 
campment, and  paraded  through  the  town  and  were 
dismissed  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  Indeed,  they  appear  to  have  per- 
formed their  duty  in  a manner  highly  honorable  to 
themselves  and  their  country.  A delightful  trait  of 
character  in  their  officers  must  not  be  forgotten. — 
By  some  new  arrangement  in  the  pay-master’s  de- 
partment of  the  district  being  contemplated,  the 
men  could  not  be  paid  at  the  moment  of  dismissal — 
the  officers,  therefore,  stepped  forward,  and  with 
great  liberality,  made  up  a considerable  part  of  tiie 
monies  due  to  the  privates,  and  divided  it  equally 
among  them. 

Brig.  gen.  Williams  has  reached  Washington  city 
from  Fort  George,  “ under  orders  for  the  6lh  milita- 
ry district.”  He  furnishes  the  most  pleasant  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  troops  at  that  place, 
in  high  discipline,  full  of  ardor  and  impatient 
for  business,  and  completely  divested  of  party, 
either  of  a political  or  individual  character,  IVil- 
hinson  was  received  with  the  best  possible  good  dis- 
position. 

Two  British  officers  made  their  escape  from  the 
United  States  cantonment  at  Pittsfield  (Mass,)  a 
few  days  ago,  by  the  usual  “ influence,”  in  bribing 
the  centinels.  Their  names  are  William  Kent  and 
Alexander  Graig — 100  dollars  reward  are  offered  for 
each  of  them.  Another  officer,  a prisoner,  who 
“some  how  or  other,”  had  enjoyed  an  extensive 
range,  and  was  treated  with  dimers  and  suppers  in 
the  highest  stile  in  several  parts  of  the  country,  has 
left  his  ears  at  a pillory  for  forgery ; and  lias  since 
been  put  into  close  confinement. 

A London  p'aper  of  July  31,  says  “ By  the  con- 
voy whicji  is  now  assembling  at  Spitliead,  detach 
ments  will  be  sent  for  every' English  regiment  now 
in  North  America.  Officers  will  also  be  sent  for  the 
Canadian  militia,  with  a great  quantity  of  naval  and 
military  stores.” 

The  Creek  Indiajvs. — The  friends  of  humanity 
have  manifold  cause  to  regret  the  horrid  tale  that 
follows,  communicated  in  a letter  from  from  St.  Ste- 
phens, M.  T.  dated  the  4th  ult.  and  confirmed  in  sub 
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stance  by  several  other  accounts.  They  will  not  only 
lament  the  butchery  at  Tensaio , but  see  in  that  aftarr 
the  annihilation  of  the  pleasing  prospect  they  had 
of  the  amelioration  of  the  Creeks,  and  their  final 
settlement  in  civilized  life.  To  effect  this,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  under  every  admi- 
nistration, had  treated  tlvem  with  parental  tender- 
ness. Surrounded  as  they  are  by  the  white  people 
and  without  a back  country  to  fly  to,  they  have  many 
years  existed  by  the  justice  of  the  United  States; 
who  iiave  restrained  ail  attempts  to  infringe  on  their 
territory  or  violate  their  rights — though  the  luxuri- 
ance of  the  land  they  hold  has  excited  the  avarice 
of  many ; and,  remote  as  they  were,  rendered  it  no 
easy  task  to  secure  to  them  “ peace,  liberty  and  safe- 
ty ” Many  of  the  chiefs  had  fully  fallen  into  the 
plan  of  civilization  ; cultivating  their  lands  in  regular 
order  ; and,  in  their  domestic  or  household  affairs, 
approaching  us  so  nearly  that  the  difference  could 
hardly  be  discovered.  A gentlemen  of  great  re- 
spectability who  passed  through  their  country  some 
months  ago,  informed  the  editor  of  the  Register, 
that  he  had  dined  at  one  of  the  chief’s  houses  where 
the  whole  business  of  eating  and  drinking  was  done 
in  a stile  and  manner  that  might  be  compared  with 
that  of  any  private  gentleman  in  the  best  settled 
states.  All  the  pleasant  prospects  we  had  are  cloud- 
ed by  blood,  and  forever  blasted  by  that  treacherous 
people,  for  whom  we  have  done  so  much ; so  that 
mercy  itself  seems  to  demand  their  extermination,  to 
prevent  greater  calamity.  This  is  one  of  the  horri- 
ble fruits  of  the  “ ever  ■ watchful  influence  of  Eng- 
land,”— and  destruction  follows  wherever  her  con- 
sels  lead,  in  America  as  well  as  in  Europe.  But 
what  cares  she  for  the  annihilation  of  the  Creeks  ? 
What  is  it  to  her,  that  humanity  must  lament  the 
destruction  of  these  Aborigines  l But  the  cruelty 
of  exciting  them  to  a war  in  which  she  knows  theV 
must  perish,  shall  be  registered  to  her  infamv,  anil 
add  a little  to  the  fullness  of  the  cup  of  her  abomi- 
nations— and  the  world  shall  rejoice  when  she  her- 
self becomes  the  prey  of  that  desolation,  which  the 
hardness  of  her  heart  and  serpent-blooded  feeling  of 
her  rulers,  has  spread  through  all  nations  and  people 
that  listened  to  her  voice  or  felt  the  power  of  her 
arms 

“ The  storm  which  lias  been  so  long  gathering, 
and  so  often  predicted  by  honest,  respectable  citi- 
zens, has  at  length  fallen  on  our  infant  and  defence- 
less settlements.  On  Monday  last  the  Creek  In- 
dians commenced  hostilities  against  us,  and  on  that 
day  reduced  one  fort  at  Tansaio,  about  15  miles 
from  Stoddert  in  which  there  were  between  three 
and  four  hundred  persons  of  every  description.  Of 
these,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  were  volun- 
teers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  local 
militia.  ’Tis  said  the  fort  was  surprised  ; and  that 
the  Indians  entered  at  one  of  the  gates  and  set  fire 
to  an  old  frame  house  in  the  centre  of  the  pickets. 
All  was  done  that  could  be  effected  by  cool  deter- 
mined bravery  ; but  overpowered  by  numbers,  they 
were  literally  butchered,  the  house  set  on  fire,  and 
the  old  men,  women  and  children  (who  were  in  an 
upper  room)  burnt  to  death.  Our  little  Spartan  band 
sold  their  lives  well,  having  killed  (as  stated  by  the 
few  who  escaped)  about  two  hundred,  and  wounded 
many  more.  Of  all  that  were  in  the  fort,  eight  only 
have  got  in,  and  they  escaped  by  cutting  down  the 
pickets.  Under  the  double  influence  of  British  gold 
and  furious  fanaticism,  the  savages  fought  in  a man- 
ner scarcely  to  be  credited.  The  fight  was  obsti* 
nately  maintained  for  a longtime ; and  the  opponents, 
overcome  by  fatigue  and  exertion,  loaded  their  pieces 
deliberately  and  shot  each  other  down,  or  were  mu- 
tually dispatched  by  tike  bayonet  and  tomahawk.. 
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“The  brave  and  much  lamented  major  Beaseley 
commanded,  and  was  killed  at  the  gate,  very  early 
in  the  action;  at  this  place  sixty-three  of  the  sa- 
vages were  killed.  Not  an  officer  of  the  fort  survived 
— they  fell  bravely  discharging  their  duty  to  then- 
country.  This  disastrous  event  lias  stricken  a panic 
into  many  citizens  east  of  Tombigbee,  and  they  are 
flying  in  every  direction.  At  this  place  we  have  made 
a stand,  and  must  either  repulse  the  enemy  or  share 
the  fate  of  those  who  fell  in  the  fort  at  Tenasio.” 
NAVAL. 

It  is  announced  officially,  in  the  British  papers, 
that  commodore  Rodgers  captured  his  B.  M.  brig 
Cruizer,  of  18  guns,  off' the  Shetland  Islands  about 
the  1st  of  August.  The  Oberon  was  in  company,  but 
escaped.  It  was  calculated  that  Rodgers  had  done 
infinite  damage  to  the  British  trade  to  Greenland 
and  in  the  north  ; which  has  also  been  vexed  by 
several  privateers  .*  some  are  also  off  the  Hebrides. 

It  is  understood  that  commodore  Rodgers  has 
taken  the  Cruizer  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  she  is  cruizing  with  him.  It  was 
stated,  when  he  left  us,  that  he  had  on  board  some 
supernumeraries  to  meet  a contingency  of  this  kind. 
Rodgers  had  landed  in  Scotland  ( so  say  the  English 
papers)  and  obtained  supplies  of  water  and  live 
stock,  for  which  he  paid  generously.  For  a consi- 
derable time  he  has  given  full  employment  to  twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  of  war,  and  if  they 
■do  catch  him,  he  will  “ cost  them  more  than  he  will 
come  to.”  He  is  safe — see  postscript, — last  page. 

An  American  frigate  (no  doubt  the  Congress)  was 
lately  seen  off  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

The  Essex. — A Jamaica  paper  of  August  12,  says 
the  Essex  was  off  Lima , Peru,  April  5,  with  two 
ships  in  company,  supposed  her  prizes.' 

The  enemy  are  burning  a great  many  fishing  boats 
off  the  eastern  coast — seventeen  were  destroyed  in 
one  day. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Argus  is  off' the  English  coast  and 
has  captured  many  vessels.  She  is  a very  fast  sailor, 
and  happily  fitted  for  the  business  she  is  engaged  in. 

The  British  have  received  accounts  at  London 
that  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus  is  to  cruise  in  the  chops  of 
the  channel ; where  she  had  intercepted  a vessel 
from  Madeira  laden  with  wine,  which  was  suffered 
to  proceed  on  account  of  two  lady  passengers — but 
every  part  of  the  cargo  that  could  be  got  at  vyas 
destroyed.  What  would  Cockburn  have  done  in  this 
case  ? 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Wasp  was  launched  at 
Nevvburyport  about  12  days  ago.  Captain  13lakeley, 
late  of  the  Enterprize,  commands  her. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock  has  been  launched 
at  New-York.  We  have  two  sloops  of  war  almost 
ready  to  launch  at  Baltimore ; and  the  frigate  is 
also  in  very  great  forwardness.  The  Peacock  is  to 
carry  twenty-four  guns — twenty-two  32 lb.  carro- 
nades  and  two  long  18’s.  She  was  built  in  seventy- 
two  “working  days”  and  is  a complete  piece  of 
workmanship.  She  is  to  be  commanded  by  captain 
Warrington , and  will  be  fitted  out  immediately  ; 
having  the  greater  part  of  her  crew  already  made  up 
of  the  brave  fellows  that  sent  her  name-sake  “ down 
in  the  cellar ” — the  former  crew  of  the  Hornet. 

A cartel  has  arrived  at  New-Bedford  from  Eng- 
land, with  prisoners,  masters  and  mates  of  vessels. 
•Another  with  450  seamen  sailed  from  Plymouth, 
August  13. 

The  crew  of  the  Enterprize  were  treated  with  a 
•splendid  entertainment  by  the  citizens  of  Portland. 
As  it  does  “not  become  a moral  and  religious  peo- 
ple,” to  rejoice  at  such  victories,  the  senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts ought  to  pass  a vote  of  censure  on  the 
immoral  and  irreligious  inhabitants  of  that  town. 


We  continue  to  receive  manv  new  evidences  of 
the  barbarities  of  the  enemy  towards  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen.  Pressed  by  the  want  of  men,  lie  resorts 
to  all  sorts  of  privations  and  indignities  to  drive  into 
his  service  such  of  our  people  as  have  not  nerve 
enough  to  endure  his  floggings,  denials  of  food, 
exclusion  of  air,  and  all  that  renders  life  comfort- 
able, by  which  many  are  murdered. 

Admiral  Warren  with  his  fleet  from  the  Chesa- 
peake, has  arrived  at  Halifax . On  the  17th  ult.  there 
were  at  that  port  four  74’s,  two  64’s,  nine  frigates, 
four  sloops  of  war  and  one  schooner  Sixty  five  Ame- 
rican prisoners  had  been  sent  to  England,  in  the 
Regulus,  as  British  subjects ; and  sixteen  per- 
sons had  been  confined  in  a dungeon,  by  order  of  go- 
vernment, in  retaliation  for  British  prisoners  con- 
fined by  order  of  the  American  government. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  agent  for  American  prisoners  at 
Halifax,  has  been  sent  into  the  country,  seven  miles 
from  that  place.  All  accounts  from  thence  agree 
that  the  English  conduct  themselves  worse  than  a 
gang  of  cut-throats.. 

Lieutenant  Baud,  Late  of  the  Chesapeake,  had 
written  to  the  British  agent  in  Halifax,  but  his  let- 
ter was  returned  unopened,  with  this  answer — “that 
no  communication  would  be  received  from  him.” 

Captain  Patterson,  of  the  Fox  frigate,  has  died  of 
the  wounds  he  received  at  Craney  island.  Captain 
Broke , of  the  Shannon,  has  not  yet  recovered.  It  is 
said  lie  is  about  to  go  home  in  that  ship.  By  ILilffax 
accounts,  the  Boxer  had  only  forty  men,  aiui  the 
Enterprize  is  made  out  to  be  some-sort-of  a frigate. 
When  the  account  of  the  battle  gets  to  England 
we  shall  have  a pretty  tale  of  it. 

In  spite  of  the  blockade  of  Europe  and  blockade 
of  the  United  States,  our  vessels  give  the  eneiny  the 
“dodge”  as  heretofore.  During  the  present  week 
there  have  been  three  very  valuable  arrivals  from 
France,  at  the  northern  ports. 

We  have  not  received  any  additional  particulars 
officially,  of  the  battle  on  lake  Erie , though  a letter 
from  commodore  Perry  is  inserted  below.  An  ac- 
count from  Lower  Sandusky  of  the  12th  ultimo,  leads 
us  to  believe  that  900  prisoners  were  taken — the 
British  came  to  the  fight  with  great  reluctance,  but 
the  Indians  forced  them  into  it ; being  determined 
to  see  which  of  the  big  canoes  had  the  command  of 
the  lake,  or  to  commence  a general  massacre.  Troops 
were  sent  from  Sandusky  on  the  12th  to  take  charge 
of  the  prisoners.  It  is  reported  that  the  infamous 
colonel  Elliott  is  among  them. 

Leaves  changed  to  laurels. — The  Lawrence  and 
Niagara  were  both  of  them  growing  in  the  woods 
last  spring  on  the  banks  of  lake  Ere.  Within  six 
months  they  have  descended  from  the  forest  to  the 
lake,  changed  from  trees  to  vessels  of  war,  and  as 
commodore  Perry  says,  “ by  the  blessing  of  the 
Almighty,”  been  covered  with  a luxuriance  of  lau- 
rels, thicker  than  their  natural  foliage.  [/>.  Press. 

Another  naval  challen ge.—W e have  before  us  a 
letter  (says  the  Democratic  Press)  from  one  cf  the 
crew  of  the  United  States’  brig  Enterprize,  by  which 
she  had  received  and  accep vi  a challenge  from 
H.  M.  brig  Young  Emulous.  lAe  Enterprize  is  re- 
pairing and  the  battle  is  to  be  fought  in  tinny  days 
from  the  receipt  of  the  challenge,  which  was  on  the 
18th  Sept. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Perry  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy. 

U.  S.  schooner  Ariel,  oil  Portage  River,  Sept.  20th,  1813. 

Sir — Since  I last  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing 
you,  the  vessels  under  my  command  have  been  em- 
ployed in  moving  the  army  from  the  camps  at 
Portage  river  and  fort  Meigs  to  Put-in-bay.  A con- 
siderable body  of  troops  have  already  arrived  at  that 
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place.  General  Cass,  commanding  at  the  bay,  men- 1 
tinned  to  me  a few  moments  before  I left  him  this! 
morning,  that  a man  had  arrived  at  Detroit,  who 
reported  that  the  Indians  had  burnt  that  place.  Tlic 
general  had  not  seen  the  man ; two  of  his  officers 
conversed  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

O.  H.  PERKY. 

The  hon.  William  Jones , secretary  of  the  navy. 

Captain  Oliver. — Though  it  is  very  certain  that  in 
consequence  of  the  behaviour  of  captain  Oliver , the 
bodies  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow  were  brought  to 
New-York  by  land,  we  insert  the  following  letter 
which  accounts  for  the  conduct  we  reprehended. 

H.  M.  ship  Valiant,  off  Gardner’s  Island, 

oOth  August,  1813. 

Sir — The  weather  was  so  bad  yesterday' when  your 
boat  arrived  with  the  flag,  that  I was  unwilling  to 
detain  her  the  time  necessary  to  reply  to  your  appli- 
cation and  that  of  cpmmodore  Bainbridge,  for  a pass- 
port for  the  brig  Henry,  to  convey  the  remains  of  the 
gallant  captain  Lawrence,  from  Salem  to  New-York, 
and  for  the  brig  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  former 
port.  I annex  this  permission  (as  suggested  by  com- 
modore Bainbridge)  to  the  passport  by  which  the 
brig  Henry  proceeded  to  Halifax,  and  I shall  at  all 
times  have  particular  pleasure  in  paying  attention  to 
your  applications  that  can  ill  any  way  mitigate  the 
inconveniences  attending  a state  of  war,  which  1 
trust  as  far  as  depends  on  us  will  always  be  carried 
on  in  a way  not  unworthy  of  the  subjects  of  two  free 
aijd  independent  nations.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  ob’t  serv’t. 

ROBERT  DUDLEY  OLIVER. 

Commodore  Decatur, 

C.  S.  ship  United  States,  near  New-London. 

Our  Triumphs. — The  following  excellent  article 
is  from  the  Aurora  : — 

“According  to  the  London  newspapers,  our  ene- 
mies have  paid  higher  compliments  to  the  valor  of 
our  tars  than'  we  have  dcme  ourselves.  Their  lamen- 
tations over  the  Guerriere,  Java,  Macedonian,  Frolic, 
&c.  & c.  have  thundered  our  applause  over  the  uni- 
verse ; the  tohe  of  deep  regret  has  been  so  universal 
with  tiie  boasted  masters  of  the  ocean,  that  its  sin- 
gularity must  have  been  noted  even  at  Algiers.  Nor 
i$>  our  glory  emblazoned  only  by  the  British  lamen- 
tation— our  fame  is  spread  abroad  by  the  tower  guns 
and  by  British  illuminations.  Formerly,  when  a 
Duncan,  a St.  Vincent  or  a Nelson  gained1  a'  signal 
victory,  and  destroyed  a Dutch,  a Spanish  or  a French 
fleet,  the  tower  guns  were  fired,  but  never  were(  there 
rejoicings  at  a victory  over  a squadron  or  ship — 
until  the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake.  Then  indeed, 
were  the  tower  guns  fired  and  the  Bow  bells  rung, 
and  well  they  might,  for  it  was  an  unusual  thing  to 
triumph  over  Americans — what  an  encomium  did 
those  guns  pay  to  our  tars  l what  a pfeal  of  joy  did 
the  bells  ring  in  the  ears  of  Americans ! Yes,  the 
bravery  of  our  tars  is  such,  that  we  have  compelled 
the  enemy  to  proclaim  it  themselves  ; so  difficult 
was  it  to  gain  a single  victory  or  a single  ship  from 
us,  that  when  gained,  as  much  was  done  to  celebi-atq 
it,  as  used  to  be  done  after  a battle  in  which  twenty' 
ships  of  the  line  were  take®. 

But  short  is  the  triumph  over  the  Chesapeake ; 
doubly  dull  and  heavy  will  the  British  feel,  after 
their  short-lived  joy,  when  they  learn  the  fate  of  the 
Boxer  and  their  fleet  on  lake  Brie  : the  tower  guns 
and  Bow  bells  will  be  thought  of  every  day  more  and 
move  by  the  “thinking  people”  when  they  learn  our 
new  triumphs  : our  victories  will  be  spoken  of,  and 
thought  of,  ten  times  more,  because  our  loss  of  the 
Chesapeake  was  so  much  rejoiced  at ; Glorious 


icause,  which  has  slich  tars  to  maintain  it ! 1 Fortu- 
jnate  seamen,  who  have  a country  which  will  ever 
m.ke  your  cause  its  own,  which  will  never  make  a 
peace  until  your  rights,  shall  be  secured  and  your 
glorious  toils' rewarded.” 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW-LONDON. 

New-London,  Sept.  22.— Fourteen  deserters  from  the  A casta 
arrived  here  on  Sunday  last.  By  their  story  it  appears  that  be- 
tween 12  and  l o’clock  that  morning,  the  boat  came  alongside  the 
frigate  for  a relief  guard,  when  by  a concerted  plan  as  soon  as  die 
ofHtvrs  and  crew  except  two  men  had  left  the  boat,  12  seamen 
jumped  into  her  and  pushedoif;  the  ceiitinelof  the  gang-way  be- 
ing1 of  the  number,  their  design  was  not  immediately  perceived; 
They  rowed  under  the  stein,  and  thus  avoided  the  ship’s  guns  ; 
orders  w ere  given  for  the  centuries  to  fire  upon  them,  which  they 
did  without  injury,  and  the  iioid  fellows  answered  with  3 cheers 
and  pull  .il  away  for  the  land.  The  night  was  very  dark  : having 
approached  the  shore  of  Fisher’s  Island,  not  knowing  with  certain- 
ty where  they  were,  they  threw1  out  their  ketch,  and  remained  at 
anchor  nearly  an  hour,  when  they  got  under  way,  rowed  down  the 
south  side  of  the  island,  and  early  in  the  morning  got  safe  into 
Stonington,  where  they  w<  re  kindly  received,  took  breakfast,  sold 
the  boat  and  her  armament,  pockeud  the  cash  and  proceeded  to 
this  place.  The  boat  was  a tine  12  onred  barge,  with  sails ; had  or* 
hoard  6 muskets,  10  cutlasses,  tw®  pair  of  pistols,  with  an  ampler 
magazine. 

BLOCKADE  ITF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

On  the  night  of  the  21st  ult.  from.  100  to  150 
British  troops  landed  at  the  Pleasure  House  on  Cape 
Henry,  and  compelled  a parly  of  about  40  men 
stationed  there  to  retreat ; in  doing  which  they  had 
six  men  taken  prisoners  by  mistaking  the  enemy  for 
their  own  people.  No  one  was  killed  or  wounded. 
The  British  finished  the  affair  by  burning  the  house. 

A frigate  and  three  or  four  smaller  vessels  came 
up  the  bay, and  anchored  off  Smith’s  Point  (the  mouih 
of  the  Potomac)  on  the  24th  ult.  They  appear  to  be 
moving  about  in  the  neighborhood  to  embarrass  the 
trade  of  the  bay  and  its  waters. 


American  Prizes. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  pemnission  spreads  1” 

British  Naval  Register. 

576.  Brig , from  Lisbon  for  London,  ladeh 

with  wool,  rice  and  cotton,  captured  by  the  letter 
of  marque  schooner  Grampus,  of.  Baltimore,  on  her 
passage  from  France,  and  burnt. 

577,  578.  Two  small  vessels  captured  by  the  pri- 
vateer boat  Terrible  of  Salem. 

579.  Schooner  Lilly,  from  Port  au  Prince  for  Lon- 
don, captured  by  the  letter  of  marque  schooner  Pi- 
lot of  Baltimore,;  and  given  up  after  taking  out  some 
sugars,  &c. 

580.  Brig  Mary -Ann,  from  St.  Lucie  for  St.  John’s, 
N.  B.  laden  with  130  puncheons  of  rum,  and  147 
hhds. molasses,  captured  by  the  same  and  ransomed 
for  $4,000. 

581.  Brig , captured  by  the  letter  of  marqua 

General  Armstrong,  on  her  passage  to  France,  aiul 
burnt. 

The  cargo  of  the  prize  brig  Ann,  sent  into  JYettr- 
hern  by  the  Snap  Dragon,  is  advertised  for  sale.  It 
consists  of  215  bales,  22  chests,  18  trunks,  43  cases, 
2 boxes,  60  casks,  474  bundles,  and  22  crates  of 
English  goods  ! 


University  of  the  state of  N.  York. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

The  union  of  the  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons, 
with  the  faculty  of  physic  of  Columbia  coliege,  so  long; 
desired  by  the  friends  of  science,  has  at  length  most 
happily  taken  place.  In  April,  1811,  the  honorable 
the  regents  of  the  university,  expressly  endeavored 
to  effect  this  important  object ; fully  impressed  as 
they  professed  themselves  to  be,  “ with  the  advan- 
tages to  the  state,  which  a well  organized  medical 
school  in  New-York  mu-sk  afford.”  For  this  purpose. 
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the  regents  hew  modelled  the  school  of  medicine  at 
that  time,  with  a View  of  introducing  into  it,  the 
professors  of  the  medical  school  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, and  other  eminent  and  distinguished  indivi- 
duals ; that  thus  united  in  one  institution,  the  medi- 
cal talents  of  both  seminaries,  might  be  a greater 
benefit  to  the  public,  and  still  better  entitled  to  the 
patronage  and  encouragement  of  the  legislature. 

The  following  arrangement,  therefore,  has  been 
concluded,  and  will  be  carried  into  operation  at  the 
ensuing  session  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  which  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
of  November  next,  at  their  new  and  spacious  build- 
ings, recently  completed  in  Barclay -street : 

Anatomy,  physiology  and  surgery,  by  Dr.  Wright 
Post,  and  Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith. 

Theory  and  practice  of  physic,  by  Dr.  David  Ilo- 
sack. 

Clinical  surgery,  at  the  New-York  hospital,  by  Dr. 
Post. 

Clinical  pfactice  of  medicine,  at  do.  by  Dr.  William 
Hamersley. 

Obstetrics  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  practical  illustrations  at  the  lying-in-hos- 
pital, by  Dr.  John  C.  Osborn. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Dr.  William  Ji  M‘Ne- 
ven. 

Medical  jurisprudence,  by  Dr.  James  S.  String- 
ham. 

The  principles  and  practice  of  surgery,  by  Dr. 
Valentine  Mott. 

Materia  Medica,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis. 

Natural  history,  including  botany  and  mineralogy, 
by  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill. 

Natural  and  experimental  philosophy,  by  the  vice- 
president  of  the  college.  Dr.  Benjamin  De  Witt. 

The  lectures  on  anatomy,  the  principles  and  prac- 
tice of  surgery,  the  theory  and  practice  of  physic, 
and  on  chemistry,  will  be  delivered  daily,  and  the 
other  courses  of  instruction  three  times  in  each 
week  throughout  the  session,  which  will  continue 
from  the  first  Monday  of  November  to  the  first 
Monday  of  March. 

Although  the  most  liberal  and  extensive  system  of 
medical  and  philosophical  instruction  has  thus  been 
provided  at  this  institution,  the  expense  of  education 
to  the  candidate  for  medical  honors  is  not  increased, 
beyond  that  of  any  other  college  in  file  union  ; as 
none  of  the  courses  are  made  indispensably  neces- 
sary for  graduation,  and  the  student  is  at  liberty  to 
attend  any  course  or  courses  he  may  think  proper ; 
the  professors  insisting  upon  the  attainments  of  the 
candidate  and  not  upon  the  number  of  courses  nor 
the  number  of  years  he  may  have  attended  at  the 
university.  By  order, 

S.  BARD,  President. 

JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
New-York , September  21,  1813. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  very  valuable  schr.  Grampus 
of  Baltimore,  at  New  York,  from  Bayonrie,  we  have 
very  late  dates  from  France  and  England,  but  no 
news  of  importance.  The  armistice  continued,  but 
nothing  had  transpired  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
plenipotentiaries  at  Prague.  “It  is  only  known  that 
every  thing  is  done  by  exchanging  notes.”  The 
emperor  of  Austria  is  often  there ; and  it  is  said 
will  take  up  his  residence  in  the  vicinity. 

In  Spain,  though  our  accounts  of  the  late  pro- 
ceedings therein  are  not  distinct,  it  appears  that 
Wellington  with  150,000  men  had  defeated  Soult 
with  50,000,  with  great  loss  to  the  latter.  That  the 
allies  yet  held  Passage,  and  continued  the  siege  ©fj 


The  French  seem  to  be  acting  on 
and  though  the  allies  were  in  great 
the  neighborhood,  Bayonne  was  not  consi- 
dered in  danger.  Another  and  a later  account  sa\s, 
that  Soult  and  Sachet  hud  formed  a junction  and 
totally  defeated  Wellington.  This  account  is  pio- 
bably  correct.  The  battle  lasted  from  4 o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  18th  of  August  until  3 in  the 
afternoon.  The  English  had  >2,700  killed  and  lost 
4,000  prisoners.  In  their  retreat  they  are  said  to 
have  burnt  a part  of  the  city  o f .Vitoria.  The  Eng- 
lish head-quarters  were  at  Burgos,  at  the  latest  date 
from  the  armies. 

British  stocks,— 3 per  cenf.  consols  57  7-8. 

It  was  reported  and  believed  in  France,  that  in 
case  of  a rupture  of  the  armistice,  B.na parte  would 
instantly  act  against  the,  allies  with  800,000  men. 

It  is  reported  that  “troubles  have  broken  out  in 
Sweden .” 

It  was  said  at  Bordeaux  about  the  20th  of  August, 
that  file  armistice  had  closed  and  Austria  had  joined 
France — but  the  late  English  papers  stale  that  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  about  to  proceed  to  Prague  to 
meet  the  general  congress.  Another  account  says 
this  was  a “stock  jobbing”  paragraph  ; and  is  false. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland  (says  a late  London  pa- 
per) have  determined  on  making  an  application  to 
the  Spanish  government  for  their  mediation  with 
the  British  government  in  their  behalf. 

The  report  of  the  death  of  Berthier  is  cont  adicted, 

London , June  14. — A morning  paper  contains  the 
following  paragraph  : “A  grand  Orange  Lodge  was 

held  on  Monday,  at  lord -’s,  mPortman-square, 

when  some  distinguished  personages  were  admitted 
members.  The  Orange  institution  promises  to  be- 
come universal  through  the  empire. 

Perpetual  motion  at  an  end. — Mr.  Gobert  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  lately  advertised  that  he  would  take 
any  bet  from  five  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
on  the  feasibility  of  Mr.  Redheffer’s  discovery  of 
perpetual  motion,  was  taken  up  for  five  thousand 
dollars,  by  Mr.  Jacob  Perkins  of  Newburyport  — 
After  making  a series  of  experiments  in  vain,  to 
construct  a moving  machine  upon  Mr.  RedheffePs  . 
self  .moving  principle,  he  discovered  to  his  infinite 
chagrin,  that  Mr.  Iledheffer  had  in  the  mean  time 
moved  himself  off,  with  20,000  dollars  in  notes  of 
hand  given  him  by  Mr.  Gobert  for  his  valuable  se- 
cret. We  understand  that  Air.  Gobert  has  acknow- 
ledged his  bet  forfeited,  and  is  now  in  pursuit  of 
Redheffer,  who  keeps  himself  in  perpetual  motion 
to  elude  him.  Host.  Tl.Jldv. 


ti&By  the  aid  of  a Supplement  which  ac- 
companies this  number , the  editor  has  the 
pleasure  to  present  to  his  friends  an  unu- 
sual quantity  of  interesting  or  important 
matter. 


POSTCRIPT. 

Com.  Rodgers,  in  the  President  frigate,  has  arrived 
at  Newport,  R.  I.  after  cruizing  “ all  round  and 
round”  the  British  islands,  though  the  sea  is  theirs 
and  they  have  a “ a thousand  vessels  of  war.”  We 
have  nothing  that  can  be  positively  relied  on  as  to 
his  cruize.  It  is  said  however  that  he  brought  into 
port,  a sloop  of  war  and  one  of  his  majesty’s  armed 
schooners,  and  that  he  had  captured  and  maimed  13 
vessels — Another  report  says,  that  he  also  took  and 
destroyed  16  Greenlanders,  being  29  vessels  in  all, 
and  that  he  has  got  the  private  signals  of  the  British . 

We  shall  have  an  account  of  particulars  that  may 
be  relied  on  next  week. 


St.  Sebastians, 
the  defensive  ; 
force  in 


The  w eekly  rugi st  er. 
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Hxc  olim  meminisse  iuvabit. — Vjugil. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  South-st.  next  door  to  the  Merchants’  Codec  House,  at  $ 5 per  annum. 


Sketches  of  La  Plata. 

The  important  incidents  occurring-  in  South  America 
excites  a laudable  zeal  for  information  of  the 
country.  The  provinces  of  La  Plata  are  frequently 
referred  to  ; and  yet  we  are  exceedingly  ignorant 
of  whatever  relates  to  them,  as  to  their  extent, 
wealth,  population  and  resources,  &c.  To  collect 
into  one  body,  ail  the  information  within  his  reach, 
the  editor  has  taken  considerable  trouble,  but 
the  jealousy  of  the  Spaniards,  combining- with  na- 
tural causes,  forbids  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
those  regions,  at  all  times  desirable,  but  at  this 
time  of  peculiar  interest  from  the  struggles  of  the 
people  for  independence.  So  far  as  the  detail  goes, 
it  may  be  presumed  tolerably  correct,  for  many 
authorities  have  been  consulted  and  compared. 

The  Spanish  possessions  in  America  were  divided 
into  four  vice-royalties,  to  wit,  Mexico,  New-Gre- 
nada,  Lima  and  La  Plata. 

La  Plata  is  a very  extensive  region,  bounded  by 
Amazonia  on  the  north,  Brazil  on  the  east,  Patago- 
nia on  the  south,  and  Chili  and  Peru  on  the  west, 
being  1600  miles  long  and  1200  wide  ; and  consisted 
of  four  great  distinct  divisions,  or  governments,  v<z. 
Charcas  on  the  north  and  west,  Paraguay  on  the 
north  and  east,  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  south  and  east, 
Tucuman , with  the  provinces  of  New- Chili,  (or 
Chili  east  of  the  Andes),  or  the  south-west  and 
weat ; each  of  which  were  subdivided  into  many 
provinces,  districts  and  governments- 

Charcas,  or  « South -Peru.”  This  part  of  the 
vice-royalty  of  La  Plata,  like  its  other  great  divi- 
sions, had  its  particular  governor.  The  following  is 
the  account  of  some  of  its  subdivisions : 

jMoxos,  in  the  north  of  La  Plata,  is  600  miles 
long,  from  east  to  west,  and  400  broad.  The  air  is 
very  hot,  but  moist,  on  account  of  the  great  rivers 
and  forests  it  contains.  Its  waters  chiefly  empty  into 
the  river  Amazon.  It  is  a rich  and  fertile  country, 
producing  maize,  sugar  canes,  vucas  (a  plant  from 
which  the  inhabitants  make  excellent  bread,)  nee, 
the  pluntanos  which  the  Indians  consider  their  best 
aliment.  They  also  raise  cotton  and  cocoa,  and  the 
soil  naturally  produces  the  Quinquina,  or  Peruvian 
bark,  almonds  and  vanilla.  Moxos  abounds  with 
wild  animals,  such  as  tigers,  bears  and  hogs,  and 
its  rivers  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 

Santa-Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  lies  on  the  south  of  Max- 
os,  and  joins  Potosi.  In  addition  to  the  productions 
of  Moxos  it  has  a species  of  the  balm,  whose  great 
leaves  serve  for  thatching  the  dwellings  or  the 
natives — from  the  body  of  this  tree  a flour  is  oo- 
tained  of  which  they  make  very  pleasant  cakes, 
eating  them  as  bread.  This  district  has  a capital  oi 
the  same  narr.6,  situate  on  the  banks  of  a noble  r - 
ver,  is  the  see  of  a bishop,  lat.  17,  46,  S.  >ong.  65, 
14,  W.  The  country  is  but  thinly  peopled,  the  Spa- 
niards having  impressed  a gi-eat  number  of  Indians  as 
slaves,  and  transported  them  to  Peru,  where  they 
sold  themselves  to  work  in  the  mines. 

Chuqulsaca,  has  a capital  of  the  same  name,  some- 
times called  La  Plata,  on  account  of  the  famous 
It  is  situate  on  the  river 


contains  14,000  inhabitants,  and  is  the  seat  of  an 
archbishop  whose  authority  extends  over  the  whole 
of  La  Plata.  The  mines  have  produced  immense 
sums  to  the  incus  of  Peru,  but  since  the  working  of 
those  at  Potosi  have  been  much  neglected.  H^reare 
found  many  descendants  of  the  ancient  nobility  of 
Peru,  who  still  retain  some  of  their  former  privi- 
leges and  are  much  respected  by  the  Indians. 

Potosi  is  celebrated  over  the  world  for  its  famous 
silver  mines — since  the  year  1545,  that  metal  to  the 
value  of  more  than  seven  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, is  supposed  to  have  been  dug  from  its  moun- 
tain. Its  riches  were  accidentally  discovered  by  an 
Indian,  who  laying  hold  of  a shrub  to  assist  him  in 
ascending  a steep  place,  and  the  shrub  coming  up 
by  the  root,  laid  open  to  his  view  a mass  of  fine  sil- 
ver. The  Indian  applied  to  this  abundant  resource 
for  some  time  in  secret ; but  at  length  discovered  it 
to  a friend,  that  revealed  it  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
first  began  to  work  it  1545. 

The  mountain  of  Potosi  is  in  the  form  of  a sugar- 
loaf,  about  eighteen  miles  in  c rcumference,  in 
which  more  than  three  hundred  mines  or  pits,  are 
worked,  but  many  of  them  are  greatly  incommoded, 
by  water.  The  country  round  Potosi  is  dreary,  bar- 
ren and  desert ; all  the  necessaries  of  life  are  brought 
from  a distance  ; it  is  also  destitute  of  wood,  and 
the  ordinary  fuel  of  the  inhabitants  is  transported 
from  thirty  to  sixty  miles  ; pieces  of  timber,  sixteen 
inches  square  and  thirty-four  feet  long,  is  stated,  by 
Helms,  to  cost  the  enormous  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling.  The  markets  are  well  supplied, 
but  every  thing,  except  silver,  is  dear  at  PotosK 
The  population  of  the  city  is  variously  stated. 
Helms,  who  resided  here  for  several  months,  esti- 
mated its  inhabitants  at  100,000;  but  some  other 
authorities  rate  them  as  low  as  25,000.  The  former 
seems  the  nearest  the  truth  ; particularly  when  we 
consider  that  Potosi  is  the  seat  of  the  administra- 
tion of  all  the  mines,  and  has  a very  great  commerce 
with  the  interior.  Potosi,  with  several  adjoining 
districts,  were  formerly  considered  as  a part  df 
Peru,  and  its  greatest  trade  is  at  present  with  Lima, 

Sicasica,  Orcoa,  Jamparaes,  Cayata,  Cochabamba 
(a  very  populous  and  rich  district,  emphatically 
called  the  granary  of  Peru,  producing  vast  quan- 
tities of  grain,  and  some  gold)  Carangas,  Porco , 
Itacama  and  Lipes,  are  the  chief  subdivisions  of 
Charcas,  not  yet  described.  They  have  mines  of 
gold,  silver,  copper,  tin  and  lead.  In  Carangas  a 
mass  of  silver  weighing  seventy-five  pounds  was 
found  a years  ago  ; but  in  Porco  a quantity  of  virgin 
copper,  estimated  to  be  worth  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was  discovered — allum  and  salt  are  also  found 
in  these  countries,  with  quantities  of  sulpher  and. 
nitre,  which  are'  manufactured  into  gun-powder. 
The  Charcas  honey  is  celebrated ; it  is  chiefly  col- 
lected in  Cayata.  Horses,  horned  cattle  and  sheep 
are  numerous  in  these  districts,  and,  in  general,  they 
are  well  supplied  with  grain  and  fruits  ; and  make  a 
good  deal  of  wine  and  sugar.  White  copper,  load- 
stone and  iron  are  found  in  Lipes.  Of  the  population 
of  those  places  we  have  no  data  whereon  to  form-an 
I opinion — but  they  are  in  general  thinly  inhabited.--* 


silver-mines  in  its  vicinity. 

Chimao,  in  lat.  19,  16,  S.  long.  63,  40,  W.  This  citylhavmg  large  saline  plains,  and  immune  forests. 

F 
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PAnAGa^Y,  taking  in  a great  extent  of  country, 
bounded  on  the  east  bv  Brazil,  is  very  imperfectly 
known  and  chiefly  possessed  by  the  aborigines.  It 
takes  its  name  from  tiie  great  river  Paraguay  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  river  La  Plata.  The  whole  coun- 
try is  beautifully  watered,  but  the  southern  part  is 
barren  and  swampy.  It  has  few  or  no  mines,  which 
perhaps  may  account  for  our  great  ignorance  of  the 
country.  It  produces  the  sugar  cane,  cotton,  wild 
cinnamon,  rhubarb,  vanilla,  cochineal,  and  various 
kinds  of  fruit  and  grain ; but  is  chiefly  famous  for  a 
certain  herb  called  mate,  or  the  tea  of  Paraguay, 
exporting  100,000  arroboes,  of  251b.  each,  to  Peru, 
alone,  every  year,  with  large  quantities  to  Chili,  and 
other  places.  A decoctiwn  of  it  forms  the  common 
drink  of  all  who  can  obtain  it,  as  tea  does  in  China. 
In  Paraguay  are  many  wild  beasts,  jaguars,  cou- 
guars,  bears,  apes  and  monkeys — the  latter  arc  eaten 
by  the  Indians. 

Assumption,  the  residence  of  tile  governor  and  see 
of  a bishop,  is  the  capital,  situated  on  the  river  Pa- 
raguay, containing  about  20,000  inhabitants.  Lat. 
2d,  0,  S.  long.  57,  40,  W.  The  air  is  pure,  tempe- 
rate and  healthy,  and  the  trees  are  always  green. — 
From  hence  to  Buenos  Ayres  is  840  miles. 

Paraguay  is  famous  for  the  settlement  of  the  Je- 
stiits,  founded  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  under  a grant  from  Philip  III.  They  under- 
took to  make  proselytes  to  the  church,  and  open  a 
new  source  of  wealth  to  the  mother  country,  and 
flocked  thither  in  considerable  numbers.  They 
formed  many  prosperous  establishments  among  the 
Indians,  teaching  them  to  apply  themselves  to  agri- 
culture and  the  arts.  In  process  of  time  they  acquired 
a wonderful  ascendancy  over  the  people,  exercising 
absolute  dominion  in  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical 
matters,  and  are  said  to  have  instructed  them  in  mi- 
litary discipline.  They  boasted  they  had  converted 
350,000  families  ; they  labored  with  the  accustomed 
zeal  of  the  order,  and  erected  towns  and  established 
schools — and  manufactories.  In  1757  a part  of  the 
country  being  exchanged  with  Portugal  for  the  co- 
lonv  of  St.  Sacrament,  the  Indians  took  up  arms  to 
maintain  the  possession  ; but  were  defeated  by  the 
Spaniards,  2,000  of  them  being  killed.  In  1767  the 
Spanish  court  expelled  the  Jesuits  from  South  Ame- 
rica, and  placed  the  natives  of  Paraguay  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  Indians. 

Bctkjstos  Aykes. — The  audience  of  Buenos  Ayres 
comprizes  a large  tract  of  country  on  both  sides  the 
Itio  del  Plata.  The  eastern  part  is  crossed  by  the 
Uranguay,  and  lias  many  mountains ; the  other  part  is 
an  immense  plain,  extending  to  the  base  of  the  Andes 
and  frequently  impregnated  with  salt  and  nitre. 

Rivers. — The  chief  rivers  of  Buenos  Ayres  are  the 
Plata,  Parana,  Sal  ado,  Vermego  and  Uranguay. — 
There  are  many  other  rivers  and  powerful  streams, 
the  whole  country  being  intersected  with  them  ; few 
Iiowever  being  in  the  great  plain  just  spoken  of 
compared  with  the  other  parts  of  the  audience. 

Winds. — -The  west  wind  at  Buenos  Ayres,  is  cal- 
led the  pampero,  because  it  passes  over  a plain  nine 
hundred  miles  long,  denominated  the  Pampas,  inha- 
bited bv  many  tribes  of  migratory  Indians.  The  west 
wind  crossing  the  plain  and  meeting  with  nothing  to 
resist  its  progress,  acquires  great  impetuosity,  and 
i,s  much  dreaded  by  the  people  bn  account  of  its  ra- 
vages : it  is  particularly  dangerous  to  the  shipping. 

Buenos  Ayres,  the  capital  of  the  whole  province  of 
La  Plata,  situate  in  lat.  34,  34,  S.  long.  58,  26,  W. 
was  the  residence  of  the  vice-voy  and  see  of  a bishop. 
The  vice-roy’s  palace  and  the  cathedral  are  spoken 
of  as  being  very  splendid  and  magnificent  buildings. 

It  stands  on  a noble  stream  of  water,  a short  distance 
irouu  the  great  river,  whose  opposite  shore  cannot  be 


reached  with  the  eye,  though  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  the  sea.  Its  environs  are  rich 
and  fertile,  and  the  air  so  pure  and  salubrious  as  t® 
give  the  name  to  the  city.  Buenos  Ayres  is  the  em- 
porium of  trade  with  Peru  and  Chili,  carried  on  by 
great  caravans  of  horses,  waggons  and  mules.  The 
city  is  pretty  well  built,  and  contains,  according  to 
the  best  authorities,  about  45,000  inhabitants.  Sir 
Home  Popham,  who  captured  the  place  in  1806,  sta- 
ted its  population  to  be  70,000*  Tire  dress  and  man- 
ners of  the  people  are  the  same  as  in  Spain,  but  a 
great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  Creoles , i.  e. 
born  in  America  of  Spanish  parents.  By  a good  post- 
office  establishment,  Buenos  Ayres  corresponds  with 
the  most  distant  places  in  La  Plata,  Peru  and  Chili. 
The  city  is  abundantly  supplied  with  all  kinds  of 
provisions,  and  is  well  known  as  a place  of  great 
trade.  The  ch  ief  exports  are  gold,  silver  and  copper, 
witli  tobacco,  cotton,  wool,  sugar  and  wax,  and 
great  quantities  of  hides  and  tallow.  Buenos  Ayres 
was  founded  in  1535,  by  Mandoza,  but  afterwards 
abandoned,  and  in  1582,  rebuilt  by  a new  colony. 

Jilonte  Video  is  a thriving  and  prosperous  settle- 
ment on  the  river,  150  miles  below  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  about  60  from  the  sea.  Its  chief  trade  is  in  hides 
and  tallow.  It  has  of  late  been  much  frequented, 
and  become  a place  of  great  export.  This  city  has 
been  the  great  asylum  of  the  tories  of  La  Plata,  and 
underwent  several  sieges  of  the  patriots.  At  our  last 
accounts  from  that  country  it  was  again  besieged, 
and  the  prospect  of  its  fall  was  highly  flattering.  It 
seems  the  tory  fleet  has  always  had  the  command  of 
the  waters  of  La  Plata,  which  has  much  retarded 
and  obstructed  the  operations  of  the  Buenos  Ayreans. 

San  Sacramenta,  Santa  Fe,  Corientes,  Los  lieyes , 
and  Cividad  Real,  are  also  considerable  1 01011$. 

Tucuman,  a pleasant  town,  600  miles  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  in  the  interior,  is  the  see  of ‘bishop  and  lias 
three  monasteries,  and  is  surrounded  by  groves  of 
orange  and  citron  trees  in  continual  bloom.  The  pro- 
vince, or  government,  of  Tucuman  extends  to  the 
Andes;  the  northern  part  of  the  high  land,  is  cold 
in  the  winter.  In  the  southern  part  are  many  lakes 
and  swamps.  Its  greatest  rivers  are  the  Salado,  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Rio  del  Plata,  and  the  Dolce, 
which  empties  itself  in  the  lake  Forongas. 

Salta , in  lat.  25,  25,  S.  long.  66,  30,  W.has  a ca- 
thedral, seven  churches,  and  several  monastic  estab- 
lishments, with  a magnificent  town  house,  and  a con- 
venient and  spacious  market  place.  It  contains  500 
Spanish  families,  and  the  whole  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants are  about  9000.  It  is  the  seat  of  a great  tran- 
sit trade  with  Potosi,  Peru  andChili.  Salta  i -j  the  capi- 
tal of  Tucuman,  and  the  residence  of  the  governor. 

The  other  towns  of  the  greatest  note,  are  Jujui, 
with  3000  inhabitants  ; Raya — San  Fernando,  Saint 
Jaynes,  San  Jliguel  and  Cordova.  The  last  named 
place  contains  6000  inhabitants,  of  whom  4000  are 
negro  slaves.  It  is  a clean  well  built  town  ; and  the 
streets  are  paved,  which  is  not  the  case  in  any  other 
city  or  town  in  La  Plata.  The  cathedral  is  a costly  edi-  1 
fice,  and  the  private  houses  handsome  and  spacious. 

At  Ilamanso,  60  miles  from  Cordova,  commences 
a saline  plain,  210  miles  long,  the  most  part  of  which 
is  barren  and  desert,  the  whole  ground  being  cover- 
ed with  a white  incrustration  of  salt,  bearing  no 
plant  but  the  salsoli  kali,  which  grows  12  feet  high. 

La  Paz,  situate  in  the  north  of  the  province  of 
Tucuman,  is  a populous  city  having  20,000  inhabi- 
tants, who  carry  on  a great  trade  in  the  tea  of  Para- 
guay. Gold  abounds  in  its  neighborhood,  but  the 
mines  are  feebly  worked.  About  50  miles  from  this 
city  is  the  lake  of  Tituaca,  the  largest  in  South 
America,  being  80  miles  long  and  in  some  places  as 
many  miles ■ broad. 
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worked.  The  productions  of  the  country  1 it  keeps  present  to  my  mind  the  fact,  that  I dm  a na- 
en  generally  noticed  in  the  preceding  re-  jtive  of  this  country  by  the  favor  of  its  inhabitants. 
The  prodigious  number  of  wild  horses  and : and  not  by  accident.  For  eighteen  years,  1 have 


Gr.xr.nAL  remarks. —Gold  and  silver  mines  are  tlie  on  the  throne.  Nevertheless  T do  not  forget  that  I 
chief  sources  of  riches  to  La  Plata.  At  present  30!am  or'  German  blood  ; but  this  circumstance,  indeed, 
of  gold,  27  of  silver,  7 of  copper,  2 of  tin  and  7 of i enhances,  rather  than  diminishes  my  gratitude,  for 
lead  are 
have  been 

marks.  Tlie  promg... .. 

horn  -d. cattle  which  rove  on  the  plains  of  La  Plata,;  with  much  attention,  marked  the  effects  ot  the 
are  well  known  ; so  numerous  are  they  that  they  are ! French  revolution.  I have,  reasoning  from  analogy, 
killed  merely  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  and  from  j anticipated  still  more  fatal  effects,  than  those  which 
one  to  two  millions  are  thus  destroyed  annually.' — [had  already  taken  place,  every  day’s  experience 
Wild  dogs,  descended  from  tlie  domestic  animal,! showing  that  my  views  were  not  fallacious;  and  [ 
are  So  numerous  in  some  parts  of  the  country  as  to!  have  ever  maintained,  that  if  the  violent  and  wide 
'become  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  in  spreading  plague  by  which  we  were  assailed,  were 
holes  in  the  ground,  and  prev  on  the  cattle.  At) not  resisted  with  proportionate  violence,  universal 
Buenos  Avres  the  winter  begins  in  June,  accompa-j destruction  must  be  the  inevitable  result.  We  are 
nied  with'  much  rain  and  thunder  and  lightning  ; not,  indeed,  met  to  sit  in  judgment  on  past  events, 


but  here  it  is  mild,  and  indeed,  generally  so  through 
the  whole  country  of  Plata.  Tlie  population  of  La 
Plata  has  been  stated  at  three  millions  ; but  we  pre- 
sume the  estimation  is  a great  deal  too  high,  per- 
haps one  half — about  one  tenth  of  the  inhabitants 
are  native  Spaniards,  four  tenths  Creoles,  and  the 
rest  Indians  and  negroes.  The  aborigines  are  gene- 


but  reference  to  them  does  not  seem  out  of  place, 
as  tending  to  impel  us  to  counsels  calculated  to  pro- 
mote a successful  termination  of  that  great  contest 
in  which  we  have  been  so  long  engaged,  in  which 
we  are  still,  unfortunately  engaged,  but  from  which 
we  have  now  better  prospect  than  ever  of  extricating 
ourselves  with  advantage  and  honor,  f Applauses.  J 


rally  a mild  and  timid  race  of  people,  patent  and  la- 1 Perhaps  nothing  can  be  more  mortifying  than  a con- 
borious,  and  capable  of  enduring  the  most  incessant  trast  of  what  Germany  was  at  the  commencement  of 
-toil,  soon  outdoing  the  negroes.  The  Spaniards  and  the  French  revolution,  and  what  she  has  since  been. 
Creoles  are  spoken  of  as  lazv  and  indolent;  ever  on  At  the  former  period,  mighty  in  arms,  and  elate  in 
the  stretch  to  indulge  themselves  in  some  new  lux- [hope,  she  menaced  that  power,  which  has  since  over- 
ury  or  pleasure,  but  inattentive,  heedless  and  cruel.  >‘un  her  s°h  and  enslaved  her  sons.  Austria  and 


The  Abipons,  are  a warlike  nation  of  Indians,  5000 
strong,  residing  m the  audience  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
who  have  as  yet  preserved  an  entire  independence. 
They  fight  on  horse-back  armed  with  lances.  When 
a,  warrior  dies,  they  sacrifice  his  horses  on  his  tomb, 
as  if  to  serve  him  in  the  other  world.  They  pluck 
the  hair  from  tlie  forehead  so  as  to  make  them  ap- 
pear bald,  and  tear  out  their  beards  by  the  roots— 
There  are  many  other  independent  tribes  of  Indians 
who  pay  little,  if  any,  reverence  to  the  Spanish 
name,  not  having  felt  the  force  of  their  power — but 
they  inhabit  countries  where  gold  and  silver  mines 


Prussia,  and  all  her  other  powerful  states,  in  combi- 
nation for  the  avowed  purpose  of  quelling  the  insolence 
of  French  democracy  : — nothing  was  contemplated 
but  the  complete  dismemberment  or  annihilation  of  that 
nation  ! Since  then  (but  l forbear  from  entering  mi- 
nutely into  the  afflicting  detail)  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
by  a singidar  revolution  of  human  affairs,  Germany 
has  fallen  beneath  the  yoke  of  that  power,  whose 
squadrons  had  passed  her  best  protected  lines,  at 
whose  approach  her  capitals  had  trembled.” 

“The  Deliverance  of  Europe  f like  the*4  legitimacy 
of  princes,”  is  one  of  the  great  canting  phrases  of 


are  unknown.  At  Monte  Video  the  Rio  del  Plata  is  all  the  English— and  John  Boll  and  his  “calves’' 
so  wide  that,  from  a vessel  in  the  middle,  the  land  rant  and  foam,  and  fret  and  froth,  and  whine  and 
cannot  be  discovered  on  either  side.  The  water  of  1 * ‘ *l 1 * 


this  river  is  turbid.  It  was  discovered  in  1515  by  Jno. 
Diaz  de  Solis,  who  supposed  it  an  opening  through 
which  he  could  reach  the  East  Indies.  The  various 
exports  from  La  Plata  are  supposed  to  be  worth  from 
six  to  eight  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  of  which 
about  one  half  are  in  metals. 


“The  Deliverance  of  Europe.” 

We  have  felt  it  right  frequently  to  exhibit  to 
scorn  the  wicked  or  silly  politicians  of  the  United 
States  who  preach  to  US  about  “ legitimate  princes  ;M 
for  we  hold,  that  all  princes  are  politically  illegiti-  j where 


bleat  about  it,  as  though  tlie  destinies  of  nations 
were  at  their  bidding,  and  no  one  cared  for  religion 
and  liberty  but  themselves,  the  Fhansees  of  the 
world. 

It  appears  from  the  speech  of  the  “royal  duke” 
above  quoted,  that  Great  Britain,  assisted  by  the 
tyrants  of  the  continent,  succeeded  in  ‘‘delivering” 
France  of  her  “democracy.”  But  the  monarchy 
pleases  them  no  better.  The  groaning  creatures  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  culprit  that  the  Irish  drummer  was 
flogging,  who  cried,  “a  little  higher”  and  “a  little 
lower”  until  the  patience  of  the  executioner  w c- 

hausted,  and  he  exclaimed,  “ By , let  me  strike 

will,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  pleasing  von.” 


mate , and  believe  that  a large  majority  of  them  arej  Nor  will  they  be  satisfied  until  the  power  of  l > we 
also  naturally  so.  The  whole  are  “usurpers,”-* — r-jis  dissolved,  and  her  territory  partitioned  ' >u.ig 
and  it  was  the  grand  object  of  those  who  are  now  | them,  as  originally  designed  by  the  conspirators  at 
(in  the  queer  language  of  the  day)  contending  for 


the  “liberties  of  Europe”  to  have  destroyed  liberty 
in  France,  and  partition  that  territory,  whose  popu- 
lation has  caused  their  own  to  be  laid  off,  or  blotted 
from  the  map.  But  some  loving  ‘‘England  and  mo- 
narchy” too  well  to  believe  me,  denied  all  thjs.  I [every-  human  probability  ihat  site  now  w<ml 


Pilnitz. 

I have  always  believed  that  Great  Britain  wrs  the 
immediate  instrument  of  Napoleon's  authority.  Had 
the  vile  confederates  against  liber 
France  to  have  managed  her  own 


y,  permiUr-d 
irs,  there  v.v» 


will  now  give  them  royal  authority  for  the  matter 
which  their  allegiance  will  not  permit  them  to  doubt. 
It  is  an  extract  from  the  speech  of  Ernest  Augustus 
Guelpty,  ALrAs  duke  of  Sussex,  delivered  at  a public 
meeting  held  in  London  on  the  22d  April,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  subscriptions  to  assist  the  Ger- 
mans in  recovering  their  independence. 

“The  debt  of  gratitude  I owe  this  country  is  vast, 
The  people  of  this  country  have  placed  my  family 


had  a republican  government  \ or,  at  leas*,  ’n.u«J  ; : 
race  of  the  Bourbons,  under  ?.  liberal  e i.stitut: 
would  have  administered  tire  law,  within  •he  u 
boundaries  of  the  empire.  Seeing  they  have  Lu.h;; 
about  the  sad  reverse,  can  we,  the  people  of  the 
States,  as  republicans  and  friends  of  freedom,  ;>  ■ 
them,  until  signs  of  repentance  appear? — Nay, 
the  libertycides  suffer  to  the  very  extremity  id 
durance— let  them  whine  over  those  evhs  inflic  te. 
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on  themselves  that  they  would  have  helped  > 
ther.  They  are  “paid  in  their  own  con.”  The y 
began,  and  have  continued,  the  quarrel — they  first 
invaded  France — they  would  have  partitioned  her 
territory . 

And  who  are  they  that  are  to  “deliver  Europe?” — 
Russia  / — Prussia  ! ! — England  !/! — Heaven  defend 
the  people  from  such  deliverers  ! a trio  of  pow- 

ers each  as  rapacious  as  Bonaparte , and,  by  combina- 
tion, much  more  to  be  dreaded  by  the  civilized, 
world.  The  gross  population  of  the  first  is  rather 
below  the  level  of  our  negro  slaves  ; they  have  less 
freedom,  are  less  intelligent,  and  infinitely  more 
barbarous  and  uncouth.  True  it  is,  that  a good 
deal  has  latterly  been  done  to  ameliorate  their  con- 
dition, but  the  work  of  a century  will  not  place 
on  as  good  a footing  as  the  blacks  have,  in  all  the 
middle  and  eastern  states  of  America.  Let  Russia 
“deliver”  her  own  people  before  she  volunteers  to 
give  “freedom”  to  others — let  her  “cast  the  beam 
out  of  her  own  eye,”  and  shew  an  example  of  regard 
for  the“liberties  of  Europe,”  by  restoring  to  the 
Poles  their  violated  country ; whom  she,  in  villainous 
conjunction  with  Prussia  and  Austria , “delivered” 
from  a state  of  comparative  freedom  and  properity, 
to  the  slavery  and  misery  of  her  own  subjects.  As 
to  England,  holy  and  happy  England,  let  her  “de- 
liver” her  own  poor  houses,  teeming  with  one  fifth  of 
her  whole  people — “deliver”  Ireland — “deliver”  India, 
where  she  holds  a population  in  vilest  durance 
as  great  as  that  that  Bonaparte  lords  it  over.  Shall 
tltese  preach  moderation  to  the  “Corsican,”  or  charge 
him  with  ambition  ?— Why,  it  is  like  a veteran  bawd 
lecturing  on  chastity,  and  should  have  the  same 
weight. 

“The  deliverance  of  Europe  /” — To  whom  ? For 

what  ? 1 cannot  tell,  nor  will  they  themselves  say. 

Does  any  one  believe  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
want  this  “deliverance  ?”  Are  100  millions  of  peo- 
ple to  be  conquered  and  enslaved  by  one  man  ? — I 
believe  that  in  the  “change  of  masters”  they  have 
have  been  benefitted,  else  Bonaparte  could  no  more 
hold  France,  itself,  than  I could,  much  less  be  look- 
ed-up  to  from  the  shores  of  the  Vistula.  But  this 
is  the  “deliverance”  that  is  really  meant — the  deli- 
very of  British  goods  at  the  ports  of  the  continent , 
and  nothing  else.  Are  all  the  nations  so  insensible 
to  their  “deplorable  situation”  as  not  to  know  if,  un- 
til their  rulers  are  enlightened  by  British  bribes, 
or  bullied  into  understanding  by  the  terror  of  the 
British  arms  ? — Who  of  them  have  gone  forward  of 
their  own  accord  (partially  in  Spain  excepted)  to 
fight  against  Napoleon  ? Not  one  ! — Their  “patrio- 
tism” never  moved  until  England  applied  the  “essen- 
tial oil”  of  freedom,  by  subsidy  corrupting  those  in 
authority.  She,  “magnanimous  nation,”  is  willing 
yto  “deliver”  any  body,  unless  she  can  hold  him  for 
her  own  use — Christian , Jew,  Turk  or  Pagan  ; wor- 
shippers of  the  true  God  or  the  idol  Juggernaut  : 
they  are  all  as  one  in  the  scope  of  her  benevolence — 
and  any  people  may  freely  have  the  title  of  “patriots” 
contending  for  “the  religion  and  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope,” even  the  savages  residing  on  the  North-West 
coast  of  America,  provided  they  will  take  up  arms 
on  her  side,  and  hkceive  her  maxufactuiies.  But  if 
any  refuse  to  do  both , they  are  denounced  as  being 
under  the  influence  of  France.  As  “the  bulwark  of 
the  religion  we  profess,”  (meaning  the  Protestant 
religion) — she  fights  against  “popery”  in  Ireland, 
and  defends  it  as  the  “holy  church”  in  Spain  and 
Portugal — nay,  a little  while  ago,  the  king’s  own 
regiment  of  guards  were  doing  duty  at  Rome  to  pro- 
tect the  -very  person  of  the  supreme  pontiff,  whom 
she  calls  “ANTICHRIST  ”And  further,  she  kicked 
our  ancestors  from  their  homes  and  native  country. 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  2,  1813. 


for  professing  that  very  religion  that  she  is  called 
the  “bulwark”  of.  Here  is  a “deliverance”  in  three 
ways  ! — The  last,  we  admit,  was  a blessed  deliver- 
ance, and  we  humbly  thank  that  great  Providence 
who  directed  our  lathers  here  to  build  up  a living 
altar  where  every  man  may  worship  according  to  his 
own  conscience,  free  of  ofFence  and  safe  from  perse- 
cution. Besides,  she  would  also  have  “delivered”  us 
of  our  liberty,  as  is  recorded  in  the  Declaration  of 
. Independence.  She  is  for  “delivering”  every  body. 
Her  gallant  admiral,  with  fortv  sail  of  vessels  of 
war,  and  a land  force  of  4,000  men,  “delivered” 
several  undefended  villages  on  the  Chesapeake  to 
the  flames,  and  a good  many  women  to  ravishment 
— and  he  “delivered”  upwards  of  100  negroes  from 
their  old  masters  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  new 
masters  in  the  West  India  islands,  with  the  common 
purpose  that  all  her  “deliverances”  have  ; which  is, 
to  make  money  out  of  them. 

For  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  in  the  honest 
meaning  of  the  words,  I have  as  much  zeal  as  any 
man — but  I want  it  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  who,  by  their  own  free  suffrages,  might  re- 
gulate their  own  affairs  as  to  them  seemed  expedi- 
enf*  France  ivould  have  had  this  high  and  glorious 
privilege,  and  it  might  and  would  have  extended  to 
other  nations,  but  for  that  conspiracy  the  “ royal 
duke”  speaks  of.  England  has  been  the  soul  of  the 
crusade  against  freedom  ; and  is  responsible  before 
heaven  and  posterity  for  the  enormities  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  all  the  wars  that  have  followed  it. 
Until  the  allied  powers  interfered  to#deliver”  France 
of  ner  “ democracy ,”  by  insurrections  within  and  ar- 
mies without,  there  was  every  prospect  of  a happy 
termination  to  the  labors  of  the  illustrious  men  that 
planned  her  emancipation  from  a state  of  slavery 
that  for  centuries  had  been  the  scoff  of  Englishmen. 
But  it  belongs  to  history  to  investigate  the  causes 
that  led  Napoleon  to  the  throne  ; and  we  have  only 
to  add,  that  if  England  can  goon  to  purchase  the 
kings  for  the  “ deliverance  of  Europe,”  there  is 
much  probability  that  the  whole  country  may  be  “de- 
livered” into  his  hands.  The  continent  desires  peace 
— long  enough  has  the  “ blood  of  the  people  fattened 
their  corn-fields,”  and,  worn  out  with  sufferings,  they 
will  naturely  cleave  to  that  power  who  can  com- 
mand it.  To  prevent  this,  we  hope  and  trust  that 
the  career  of  England  has  nearly  closed — that  the 
nations  may  learn  wisdom  and  refuse  her  bloody 
bribes — cultivate  and  cherish  their  resources,  and,  in 
their  own  quarrel , avenge  the  insults  and  restrain  the 
ambition  of  France. 


British  Jurisprudence. 

The  uprightness  and  independency  of  the  Bri- 
tish judiciary  has  been  remarked  and  commenc- 
ed upon,  as  though  the  judges  were  gods  ; and 
compared,  some  years  ago,  with  the  judges  of  conti- 
nental Europe , they  certainly  deserved  a very  con- 
siderable part  of  the  high  reputation  they  held. — 
But  “like  causes  produce  like  effects”  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  in  proportion  as  the  influence  of  the  peo- 
ple lias  decreased,  and  the  influence  of  the  crown 
increased,  in  England,  this  boasted  palladium  be- 
tween the  rights  of  the  former  and  the  will  of  the  lat- 
ter, has  lost  its  virtue."  Between  individual  English- 
men, the  courts  of  Great  Britain  have  yet  some 
claims  to  praise  ; — but  when  the  court  is  interested 
on  the  one  side,  or  an  Englishman  stands  opposed 
to  “foreigner,”  there  is  not  much  greater  chance  of 
justice,  than  in  the  judicatories  of  some  other  na- 
tions, who  “register”  the  decrees  of  their  sovereign. 

In  regard  to  the  British  admiralty  courts  this  ob?. 
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servation  applies  with  immediate  force  ; though,  it 
once  was  the  custom  of  the  judges  to  make  the  law 
of  nations  their  guide;  and  to  do  justice  according 
to  law.  But  latterly,  and  for  several  years  past,  an 
order  from  the  king* s ministers  has  established  their 
decisions,  fixing  the  law.  Tiiey  are  now,  in  fact, 
no  more  independent  of  the  crown  than  the  sweeper 
of  lord  Castlereagh’ s office  is  of  lord  Castlereagh — 
“a  servant  of  servants.” 

Many  trials  before  the  redoubtable  sir  William 
Scott  establishes  the  truth  of  all  that  we  say  and, 
as  to  the  vice-admiralty  courts  at  Bermuda,  Halifax, 
Gibraltar,  &c.  &c.  earth  does  not  hold  set  of  knaves 
more  vile  than  they. 

These  remarks  occurred  on  reading  the  following 
letter  : adversity  is  the  best  school — had  the  writer’s 
licence  protected  him,  we  should  not  have  heard  the 
truths  he  enfolds. 

Extract  of  letters  from  Gibraltar,  dated  July  19  &2  3. 

“You  will  perhaps  be  surprized  to  learn  that  we 
have  been  captured,  our  licence  notwithstanding ! 
we  were  taken  in  sight  of  the  rock.  Although  eve- 
ry "monstrance  was  made  that  reason  and  justice 
suggested,  against  sending  the  ship  to  another  port, 
she  was  immediately  manned  and  ordered  here,  as 
the  British  have  not  yet  established  any  prize  court 
in  L.-bon.  She  is  libelled  and  to  be  tried  in  a few 
days  “for  breach  of  blockade,” — that  is  the  ostensi- 
ble ground,  but  the  real  one,  his  majesty’s  officers 
cannot  pay  club  in  th*  mess  unless  they  are  indulged 
with  plucking  the  Yankees,  as  they  call  it,  and  if 
not  lawful  prize,  piracy  is  sanctioned  by  this  religious 
government. 

Another  ship  was  taken  at  anchor  in  port , and  sent 
here.  What  steps  will  our  government  adopt  to- 
wards the  Portuguese,  for  permitting  those  out- 
rages ? Their  flag  should  be  inadmissible  in  our 
ports,  until  such  wrongs  be  redressed. 

Several  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  English  vessels 
are  now  fitting  out  for  the  United  States  in  Cadiz 
and  Lisbon,  some  of  them  are  to  go  via  Havanna 
and  Brazil ; those  vessels  and  cargoes  are  altogether 
on  British  account.  They  say  that  from  experience 
those  voyages  answer  capitally.  Thus  we  enrich 
the  enemy  whom  we  should  distress  in  self-defence. 

The  marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo  has  been  sent  in  here 
also,  in  the  ship  Eugenia  of  and  from  Philadelphia, 
bound  to  Cadiz,  from  off  that  port,  with  a special 
licence  from  admiral  Warren  to  remove  his  property 
and  family.  I fear  her  fate,  as  she  has  a large  and 
valuable  cargo ; many  people  here  as  well  as  the 
naval  officers  observe  “she  is  too  valuable  to  escape.” 

The  judge  having  heard  the  owner  ©f  the  ship 
was  born  in  France,  and  that  he  was  rich,  and  that 
governor  M‘Kean  the  marquis’s  father-in-law  is  a 
democrat,  affords  ample  cause  of  condemnation  to 
a British  judge,  this — observing  frequently  “I  will 
examine  my  last  instructions  !”  But  our  eastern  pa- 
triarchs stile  this  nation  the  bulwark  of  our  religion. 
If  such  be  fact,  we  are  all  Pagans. 

The  error  of  permitting  our  vessels  to  be  thus  em- 
ployed is  now  glaring,  and  I am  ashamed  of  myself 
for  not  following  your  advice  and  going  into  the  ar- 
my, instead  of  disgracefully  feeding  an  unfeeling 
brutal  enemy  ; but  alas  ! avarice  will  destroy  our 
country  ! — our,poor  seamen  are  the  principal  suffer- 
ers. Confiding  in  treacherous  documents  on  which 
merchants  embark  their  property,  the  sailor  consi- 
ders his  wages  safe,  but  he  not  only  loses  ills  hard 
earned  pittance,  but  his  clothes,  (always  plundered 
by  those  freebooters)  his  liberty,  and  perhaps  his 
life,  by  sickness  in  a loathsome  prison  ship,  with- 
out even  the  satisfaction  of  having  contended  with 
the  robber  of  his  rights  for  either.  The  crews  of 
all  those  vessels  are  now  considered  prisoners  of  -soar 


— my  eyes  are  opened — I now  see  the  grossness  of  the 
folly  this  system  of  warfare  exposes.  The  innocent 
are  made  to  suffer  for  the  guilty. 

The  ship  Madoc  of  New  Bedford,  with  5000  bar- 
rels of  flour  was  condemned  two  days  since.  Thus 
are  -we  fattening  the  Philistines.  It  is  not  yet  ton 
late  to  make  them  feel  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  which  now  they  ridicule.  Should  congress 
at  their  next  session  immediately  prohibit  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions,  &c.  our  rights  would  be  ac- 
knowledged before  the  adjournment.” 


British  Depreciations. 

We  have  a long  list  of  articles  pilfered  by  the 
British  during  their  landing  in  S\  Mary’s  county, 
Maryland,  near  Point  Look-out.  Such  as  knives, 
forks,  and  spoons  ; combs,  sugar-bowls  and  handker- 
chiefs ; tea-cups,  scissors  and  hand-saws  ; — besides 
the  cattle  and  sheep,  with  poultry,  as  usual.  The 
seizure  of  the  latter,  under  some  circumstances, 
may  be  excused  ; but  the  meannesss  of  capturing 
the  others  cannot  be  reprehended  too  severely.  As 
a eaution  to  watchfulness,  as  well  as  to  express  the 
abhorrence  of  the  people  at  the  depredations  of  the 
enemy,  the  following  saying  is  likely  to  come  into 

use “ Take  care  of  your  spoons,  the  English  are 

coming  /”  for  it  is  a fact  that  one  of  the  officers, 
when  some  part  of  the  squadron  was  near  the  head 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  went  very  orderly,  and  “ re- 
ligiously” and  “ magnanimously”  to  a lady’s  cup- 
board, in  her  presence,  and  there,  with  that  delibe- 
ration which  British  officers  are  so  remarkable  for 
on  trying  occasions,  did  gallantly  seize  upon  and 
make  prize  of,  all  her  tea-spoons,  thrusting  them  in- 
to his  pocket  with  the  dexterity  of  a Barrington. 
Now  we  do  not  much  mind  the  taking  of  a few  combs , 
if  they  will  make  a good  use  of  them  ; for  they  re- 
quire a good  deal  of  combing-  to  divest  themselves 
of  their  verminous  appendages  ! 

We  have  also  many  disgraceful  particulars  of  their 
conduct  on  the  shores  of  the  James  Jliver  in  VirgU 
nia.  Much  has  been  said,  but  the  thousandth  part 
of  their  enormities  are  not  recorded.  The  following 

case  deserves  to  be  remembered Four  officers,  one 

of  them  supposed  to  be  a captain,  with  a large  party 
of  armed  men,  went  to  the  house  of  Richard  Young 
of  Warwick  county.  Mr.  Young  having  heard  it 
said  they  would  not  plunder  unless  the  owners  fled, 
determined  to  stand  by  his  property;  and  being  an 
old  man  thought  he  might  preserve  it.  They  enter- 
ed, and  while  one  party  was  scouring  the  fields  for 
sheep  and  cattle,  the  others  were  breaking  open  the 
desk  and  drawers,  and  stealing  the  table  linen,  bed- 
clothes and  whatever  else  they  took  a fancy  to  ; and 
battering  into  splinters  the  bureaus,  tables,  chairs, 
bed-steads,  &c.  These  things  were  principally  done 
by  the  officers  themselves.  After  which  they  seized 
upon  the  negro  women,  and,  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Young,  violated  them,  by  force.  To  Air.  Young’s 
remonstrances  the  captain  said,  “ get  out  of  the 

house,  you  d d old  rascal.”  After  having  secured 

or  destroyed  every  thing  they  could,  the  captain 
said  he  would  pay  for  them,  and  called  for  pen  and 
ink  to  write  an  order.  There  being  no  ink  at  hand, 
he  wittily  took  sheep’s  blood  for  a substitute,  and 
wrote  as  follows : 

“ Warwick , 29 th  June,  1812. 

Three  days  after  sight  please  to  pay  Mr.  Young, 
parish  of  Warwick,  for  30  bullocks,  30  sheep  and 
30  calves,  for  the  use  of  the  British  navy,  and  place 
the  same  to  the  account  of 

JAMES  MADISON,  Esquire, 
President  of  the  United  Slates, 
To  — — — - -< — Sec'ry  United  Stales.” 
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Then  handed  it  to  Mr.  Young,  idling  him  it  was  a 
lull  discharge  of  all  he  owed,  and  departed,  mightily 
pleased  with  his  excursion.  Mr.  Young  preserves  the 
original  of  this  “ discharge,”  and  it  may  yet  lead  to 
a discovery,  through  the  fortunes  of  war,  of  the  vile 
Wiv  ch  who  wrote  it. 

Similar  things  were  done  by  other  parties,  at  ma- 
ny other  places — wantonly  destroying  the  furniture 
they  could  not  take  away. 

How  is  it  possible  that  we  can  feel  any  respect  for 
men  guilty  of  such  infernal  deeds  ? How  esteem  as 
brave  men  the  force  under  sir  John  B.  Warren , of 
nearly  forty  vessels  of  war,  with  about  4000  land 
troops,  who  effected  nothing  more  valiant  than  the 
deeds  above  mentioned  ? 


Domestic  Manufactures. 

It  is  with  singular  pleasure  we  learn,  that  a com- 
plete digest  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  regard- 
ing the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  &c-  has 
been  prepared  at  the  treasury  department,  to  be  laid 
before  congress,  at  is  next  session.  We  are  told 
that  the  statement  embraces  the  particulars  belong- 
ing to  every  county ; so  that  each  attentive  observer 
may  as  well  test  its  accuracy  as  notice  the  improve- 
ment of  his  immediate  neighborhood.  The  grand 
aggregate  value  of  these  manufactures  is  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  millions  of  dollars  ; 
though  the  account  excludes  f our  of  all  kinds,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  and  some  other  articles,  of  which 
the  cost  of  the  original  material  still  constitutes 
the  chief  value  of  the  manufactured  commodity. 

Though  this  enormous  amount  has  far  surpassed 
the  calculations  of  all  men,  the  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  that  calculation  was  made,  has  added,per.haps,! 
one  third  to  the  aggregate.  The  last  three  years  j 
have  done  more  to  the  establishment  and  extension  of! 
domestic  manufactures  than  the  ten  or  twenty  that 
preceded  them.  Tiiis  must  be  evident  to  every  man. 
We  see  it  and  rejoice  at  it;  for  the  day  of  indepen- 
dence, with  the  downfal  o {'  foreign  influence,  draws 
nigh.  “ Where  the  treasure  is  the  heart  will  be 
also” — and,  when  the  dealing'  men  on  the  seaboard, 
shall  find  more  profit  in  exporting  American  goods 
than  in  importing  British  manufactures,  be  assured 
we  shall  have  little  concern  about  the  deliver- 
ance of  Europe and-  care  not  whether  the  French 
beat  the  Cossacks  or  the  Cossacks  beat  the  French. 
That  time  will  come  ; and  it  will  be  the  political 
mellinium  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  prospect  of  being  speedily  enabled  to 
present  this  important  document  to  our  readers,  we 
shall  hasten  to  publish,  as  preparatory  thereto,  Mr. 
Hamilton’s  report,  when  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  1790,  on  the  then  condition  and  future  prospects 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  manufactures.  This  re- 
port, though  one  of  the  most  luminous  documents 
of  its  day,  by  the  changes  that  have  taken  place, 
has  become  a curiosity — a sort  of  a “modern  anti- 
quity,” on  which  we  look  with  wonder  to  see  how 
things  once  were,  many,  very  many  years  ago. 


The  Friendly  Indians. 

a proclamation. — Whereas  a number  of  Dela- 
ware, and  other  Indians  are  collected  with  their 
families  near  Piqua,  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  many  of  the  war- 
riors of  the  said  Delawares  and  others  have  joined 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  under  the  command 
of  major-general  Harrison,  and  have  recently  on  se- 
veral occasions  exhibited  proofs  of  faithful  adhe- 
rence to  the  interests  of  the  N.  W.  army  : 

And  whereas  several  of  the  inhabitants  pf  Ohio 


have  been  murdered  by  savages,  and  those  murders 
attributed  by  some  to  the  Indians  collected  near 
Piqua,  because  of  their  contiguity  to  those  several 
scenes  of  destruction  ; and  the  resentment  of  many 
highly  exasperated  against  those  Indians,  menacing, 
as  1 am  informed,  an  indiscriminate  vengeance  upon 
them  : 

And  further,  as  it  is  truly  ascertained,  that  the 
British  government  has  adopted  and  is  aiming  to 
carry  into  effect  the  insidious  policy  of  promoting 
discord  between  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Ohio 
and  the  neighboring  Indians  by  sending  their  hostile 
Indians  to  commit  murders  in  those  neighborhoods, 
settlements  and  places  where  such  murders  would 
be  likely  (at  first)  to  be  chargeable  on  those  Indians 
who  are  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  : 

Tin’s  inhumanly  contriving  such  artful  practices, 
to  involve  us  in  war  with  every  Indian  tribe,  and 
deprive  the  commanding  general  of  the  N.  W.  army 
of  the  services  of  those  chiefs  and  warriors  who  have 
joined  his  standard,  at  an  approaching  crisis  when 
those  services  will  be  %rery  important  ? — 

I therefore  exhort  the  good  citizens  of  Ohio  to 
endeavor  to  discover,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  au- 
thors of  any  murders  committed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Ohio,  that  the  murderers  may  be  demanded,  appre- 
hended and  punished  with  death,  the  chiefs  first 
herein  mentioned  having  at  general  Harrison’s  head- 
quarters solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  deliver  up 
to  justice  and  execution  any  one  of  their  tribes  who 
shall  have  been  guilty  of  any  murder  as  aforesaid. 

And  I further  forwarn  all  the  good  people  of  the 
state,  against  acts  of  indiscriminate  revenge — that 
they  take  not  justice  into  their  own  hands — and 
violate  not  the  sanctity  of  treaties — nor  disrespect 
the  asylum  established  by  the  government — but  that 
at  a period  so  interesting  to  Ohio  as  the  present, 
they  would  confide  in  the  exertions  of  major-general 
Harrison,  superintendant  of  Indian  affairs,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  past  and  guard  against  the  future, 
pledging  myself  to  aid  at  all  times  (with  whatever 
force  of  Ohio  shall  be  necessary)  in  the  apprehension 
and  punishment  of  any  murderers  whose  tribes  pro- 
fess amity  to  the  United  States,  when  the  murderer 
jean  be  pointed  out  or  the  tribe -to  which  he  belongs 
j designated.  Hoping  and  expecting  at  the  same,  time, 
[that  no  rash  or  unauthorized  measures  either  of 
individuals  or  assemblages  should  be  taken-  so  as  to 
produce  the  baneful  effects  and  we  become  the 
victims  of  that  insidious  British  policy,  -and  thus 
indirectly  aid  our  enemy  in  effecting  his  scheme  of 
embroiling  us  with  those  who  wish  to  remain  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  to  deprive 
us  of  the  aid  of  those  now  with  the  N.  W.  army* 
which  to  support  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  of  Oliio. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  Governor  of  Ohio. 

Marietta , Sept.  12th,  1813. 

The  preceding  proclamation  is  predicated  on  the 
following  letter ; — 

Head- Quarters,  Seneca  Towns, 

September  4 th , 1813. 

dear  sir, — Information  recently  received  has  ;?aT 
t.isfied  me,  that  the  Delaware  Indians  near.  Piqua  are 
in  great  danger  from  the  resentment  of  the  people 
in  that  quarter. 

I regret  that  any  portion  of  the  community  should 
thus  venture  to  compromit  the  public  faith  and  to 
violate  engagements  solemnly  entered  into.  I regret 
it  the  more,  as  the  policy  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
to  produce  such  a state  of  things,  and  to  excite  dis- 
cord and  collisions  between  our  own  people  and  the 
Indians  attached  to  our  cause,  is  too  manifest  to 
escape  observation,  and  facts  which  have  come  to 
imy  knowledge  convince  me,  that  this  obvious  course 
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{^policy  has  been  adopted,  and  unless  its  effects  are 
immediately  checked,  it  promises-  to  be  but  too  suc- 
cessful. I trust  the  authority  of  your  excellency, 
aided  by  the  good  sense  of  the  community,  will  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  those  Indians  from  being  sacri- 
ficed to  false  impressions  and  angry  passions.  Did  1 
suppose  that  any  of  these  were  concerned  in  the 
recent  murders  and  depredations  committed  upon 
the  frontiers,  I would  lose  no  time  in  procuring  their 
apprehension  and  bringing  them  to  justice.  I am 
assured  by  their  chiefs,  now  here,  that  in  case  it  can 
be  proven,  they  will  immediately  apprehend  and  sur- 
render them  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  country. — 
This  is  all  the  most  rigid  justice  can  demand-  The 
conduct  of  the  Shawanese  upon  a late  and  similar 
occasion,  ought  to  satisfy  every  one  that  they  are 
disposed  to  listen  to  and  redress  every  complaint 
when  properly  made  and  supported.  When  one  of 
their  young  men  in  July  last  shot  one  of  our  citi- 
zens, he  was  immediately  apprehended  by  the  chiefs 
and  surrendered  to  general  Wingate  at  St.  Mary’s; 
two  of  these  very  Delaware  Indians  who  have  been 
most  strongly  suspected,  have  lately  proven  their 
fidelity  in  a very  exemplary  manner,  by  the  rescue 
of  one  of  our  officers  from  a party  of  hostile  Indians. 
I request  your  excellency  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  afford  security  to  these  people.  They  have  thrown 
themselves  upon  us  for  protection.  The  faith  of  the 
country  has  been  solemnly  pledged  that  this  pro- 
tection shall  be  afforded  them. 

Many  of  their  warriors  are  now  here  rendering 
important  service  to  the  army.  If  any  man  has  just 
cause  of  complaint  against  them,  let  him  come  for- 
ward ; he  shall  be  heard  and  redressed.  Were  I not 
correctly  convinced  that  the  suspicions  against  these 
people  are  groundless,  I should  be  one  of  the  last 
men  in  the  country  to  lend  them  countenance  and 
support. 

I Jut  a long  acquaintance  with  them  gives  me  some 
right  to  judge,  and  their  recent  conduct,  present 
situation  and  future  hopes,  convince  me  that  their 
fidelity  to  the  United  States  is  unquestionable.  To 
attempt  indiscriminately  to  murder  these  people, 
would  inflict  a blot  upon  the  national  honor  which 
would  never  be'effaced.  It  would  drive  every  Indian, 
in  their  own  defence,  to  take  up  arms  against  us, 
and  it  would  afford  to  the  enemy  a subject  of  re- 
joicing to  find  us  pursuing  a course  of  conduct,  only 
to  be  paralleled  by  the  tragic  scenes  of  Hampton. 

I yet  hope  the  information!  have  received  upon  this 
subject  may  prove  erroneous,  and  that  my  country- 
men will  still  manifest  that  sacred  regard  to  public 
faith,  which  has  heretofore  characterized  the  go- 
vernment and  community.  But  the  crisis  is  so  im- 
portant, and  the  subject  so  interesting  iu  every  point 
of  view,  that  I should  have  deemed  myself  culpable 
had  I not  requested  you  to  direct  your  attention 
to  it. 

In  a personal  interview  with  your  excellency,  I 
could  give  you  many  reasons  for  my  opinions,  but  as 
they  ought  not  to  be  committed  to  paper,  I must 
vest  satisfied  with  making  this  communication. 

I am,  dear  sir,  with  great  l’egard. 

Your  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  ' Wm.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Sis  excellency  K.  J.  Meigs. 

P.  S.  T' have  been  informed  that  the  man  whose 
wife  was  killed  near  to  Piqua  asserts,  that  he  knew 
the  Indian  who  killed  her  to  be  a Delaware.  There 
are  persons  now  here  who  were  at  Brownstown, 
when  her  scalp  was  brought  in  by  a party  of  the 
prophet’s  Indians. 


K evolution  in  Mexico. 

Dour  Jose  Bern  a eiio  Gutikhes,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  JYortficrn  Mexican  army , and  governor  of  the 
ne-iO  state,  of  Texas,  to  the  friends  of  the  patriotic 
cause,  and  freemen  oj  all  nations  ! 

Fiuends  of  the  Mexican  cause  ! — The  indepen- 
dence of  Texas,  a desideratum  long  looked  for  and 
greatly  wished  by  all  nations  except  treat  Britain 
and  Spain  in  Europe,  is  at  length  accomplished  ! 
After  a long  and  tedious  warfare,  I have  happily 
succeeded  to  erect  the  standard  of  union  and  liber- 
ty in  the  capital  of  Texas  ! That  sacred  banner  is 
venerated  by  the  Mexican  patriots,  and  feared  by 
the  enemies  of  human  liberty.  We  have  one  and 
all  assumed  the  honored  name  of  freemen.  Thus 
far  have  my  brave  countrymen  become  the  warm  and 
immutable  advocates  of  independence,  peace,  and 
free  commerce.  By  their  gallant  behaviour  in  their* 
glorious  struggle  against  the  usurpations,  of  royal 
minions,  have  tiiey  evinced  to  all  nations,  that  their 
revolution  is  just  in  its  origin — useful  in  its  pro- 
gress, and  honorable  in  its  termination.  The  unal- 
tered friends  of  Ferdinand  VII.  now  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  France,  alone  say  that  the  advocates  of  our 
institution  are  the  oppressors  of  the  people  and  the 
plunderers  of  their  trade.  But  they  shall  more  than 
ever  feel  the  power  and  vengeance  of  an  injured  peo- 
ple, who  b.ut  yesterday  became  sensible  of  the  in- 
juries done  them,  under  the  old  government. 

Inordinate  ambition  and  the  insatiable  cupidity  of 
ungrateful  despots  no  longer  disturb  the  repose  of 
him  who  knows  no  other  right  than  justice.  The 
people  of  Texas  are  now  united,  and  have  convinc- 
ed tiie  enemies  of  republican  governments  that  their 
energy  dies  not  in  a day,  Dut  may  always  be  called 
out  to  defend  tlieir  infant  state  against  oppression. 
They  have  asserted  their  rights  in  the  face  of  Hea- 
ven, and  will  not  suffer  them  to  be  polluted  by  the 
black  and  contaminating  hand  of  despotism.  The 
example,  tire  wise  receipts  of  the  immortal  Hialgo, 
whose  soul  “reposes  in  the  bosom  of  his  father  and 
his  God,”  is  still  before  their  eyes.  These  are  the 
assertions  of  those  who  followed  me  to  the  field,  and 
these  are  the  undeniable  rights  they  claim  of  nature 
and  of  man.  A great  portion  of  New  Spain  indi- 
cates a will  to  oppose  them — They  are  not  yet  set- 
tled from  war  in  case  their  power  is  doubted.  Hence 
let  her  royal  heroes  fear  and  tremble. 

The  brave  Americans  who  stood  the  siege  of  La 
Bahia,  now  triumph  over  their  enemies  and  honor; 
the  strength  of  their  arms.  They  have  united  them- 
selves with  the  immortal  Mexicans  as  brothers,  as 
freemen,  and  as  men  defending  the  same  just  cause 
which  liberates  the  slave,  ameliorates  the  overbear- 
ing* wants  of  the  poor.  Their  souls  are  united  in 
council,  and  their  arms  are  mingled  in  the  field. — - 
The  same  sacred  and  mighty  light  that  sleeps  in 
clouds  and  illumines  the  one,  warms  the  generous 
soul  of  the  other.  Happy  union  ! immortal  patriots! 
what  a conquest  have  they  gained!  What  imperish- 
able fame  have  they  quickly  acquired  ! 

Seventy-nine  days  had  the  Mexican  colors  been 
unfurled  at  St.  Fernando,  de  Bexar,  when  they  were 
insulted  by  the  pride  of  Elesondo,  who  planted  the 
royal  standard  in  sight  of  the  capital ! the  ardent 
spirit  of  patriotism  which  warmed  the  bosom  of  mv 
invincible  troops,  burst  forth  with  redoubled  vigor, 
on  discovering  a superior  force  stationed  within  the 
limits  of  their  free  and  independent  territory. — 
Though  the  misfortunes,  vicissitudes  and  ravage's  of 
war  are  inevitable  and  well  known  to  all  who  have 
borne  arms  in  defence  of  the  patriotic  cause,  their 
courage  was  not  less  stimulated,  and  the  prudent 
measure*  taken  to  strengthen  our  means  of  d&dncc, 
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were  not  until  now  increased.  The  greater  the  dan- 
ger the  more  firm  their  resolution  of  opposing  the 
perfidious  intentions  of  a viie  and  sanguinary  foe, 
who  defend  that  odious  system  of  oppression  which 
ha  ; Loa  long  deprived  them  of  the  enjoyment  of  the 
most  trivial  privileges  that  preserve  harmony  in  so- 
cie.it  v — a foe  whose  demeanor  and  ostentation  become 
offensive  to  the  most  common  mind,  and  whose  pur- 
suit is  one  continued  system  of  fraud,  treachery, 
bribery  and  unheard  of  crimes  ! 

That  divine  justice  which  punishes  the  perjured 
ai>d  ungrateful,  once  more  invited  them  to  the, field 
where  their  heroic  virtues  and  much  admired  patriot- 
ism were  put  to  the  test.  Elesondo  headed  in  per- 
son an  army  of  16,000  strong.  He  assured  his  troops 
we  would  never  give  them  battle,  and  that  he  would 
consume  us  within  the  narrow  walls  of  the  capital. 
On  the  18th  of  June  last,  we  offered  him  battle  with 
©nly  750  strong.  He  fled  before  us  in  confusion  and 
despair.  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month  and  the 
same  hour,  resolved  on  victory  or  death,  my  little 
band  of  renovated  heroes  appeared  before  them  on 
the  banks  of  El  Chcirco  del  Alazan  arrayed  for  bat- 
tle, and  took  them  on  surprize.  After  a severe  en- 
gagement of  two  hours  and  a half  the  republican 
standard  was  planted  central  of  the  enemy’s  camp  ! 
Elesondo  was  tiie  first  that  fled — his  troops  soon  af- 
ter were  completely  conquered,  dispersed,  and  the 
field  covered  with  his  dead  and  wounded ! the  sun 
had  not  yet  sunk  in  the  bosom  of  the  MTest,  when  1 
returned  to  the  capital  with  the  enemy’s  standard  at 
my  feet,  stained  with  their  own  blood ! 

The  plains  of  Charco  del  Alazan,  where  the  heroes 
of  La  Bahia  and  Salado  so  nobly  distinguished  them- 
selves, shall  never  again  be  stained  with  the  pure 
blood  of  renowned  patriots.  Aradondo  attempted 
to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  Elesondo.  He  came  as  far 
as  Lareda,  where  reason  taught  him  that  freemen 
never  can  be  conquered.  He  has  fled  to  the  Rio  del 
Nort,  where  his  troops  are  hourly  deserting  to  re- 
publican armies  in  their  interior — “Dio  la  midiede , 
guai  a chi  la  tocea .” 

The  liberties  of  Texas  are  now  perfectly  secure. 
The  strength  of  our  arms  is  knbwn  by  all  the  royal 
troops.  Ryan  is  endeavoring  to  unite  his  powerful 
forces  with  mine,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cogquiila 
will  rise  against  their  oppressors  the  moment  we 
commence  our  march  to  defend  them,  when  the  suc- 
cessful blow  is  given. 

I may  therefore  invite  freemen  from  all  nations  to 
share  in  the  conquests  I have  gained,  and  enjoy 
unmolested  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Mexican 
citizens.  Not  far  distant  is  that  welcome  period 
when  all  New  Spain  will  cease  to  nourish  her  op- 
pressors. The  old  system  of  .monarchy  is  about  to 
expire,  and  the  love  of  freedom  pervade  the  breast 
of  all  men.  Her  trade  and  commerce  will  no  long- 
er be  confined  to  one  or  two  powers,  but  the  whole 
universe  enjoy  a portion  of  her  unknown  riches. — 
Vera  Cruz  will  cease  to  be  the  only  port  by  which 
the  provinces  will  be  supplied  with  foreign  trade. — 
The  industrious  patriot  will  hail  with  extacy  and  joy, 
the  slow  moving  vessel  that  gently  glides  upon  the 
waters  of  Matagorda,  which  comes  to  supply  Texas 
— also  Cogquiila  on  the  west,  and  New  San  Ander 
on  the  south . The  northern  and  eastern  frontiers  of 
Texas  receives,  by  land,  the  trade  of  the  Ohio,  Mis- 
souri and  a great  part  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. — 
All  the  bays  and  harbors  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico 
and  California  will  be  opened  in  a short  time  to  the 
tra^e  of  all  commercial  powers.  The  wealth  of  Po- 
tosi  will  be  divided  among  those  who  merit  the  en- 
joyment of  her  stores.  Spain  will  be  a theatre  on 
which  millions  wish  to  act  a distinguished  part. — 
In  fine,  the  universe  will  court  her  for  her  wealth. 
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and  admire  her  for  the  liberal  government  that  pro- 
tects her. 

Freemen  of  all  nations  ! The  fertile  plain?  of  Tex- 
as will  no  more  be  stained  with  the  precious  blood 
of  patriots.  Here  you  may  enjoy  life  acco1  ding  to 
your  wishes;  here  peace  and  comfort  will  smile,  must 
smile,  on  renovated  Mexicans,  until  the  end  of  time. 

To  the  immortal  sons  of  Columbia  am  I indeb  ted 
for  this  favorable  change  in  the  government  of  my 
country.  The  strength  of  their  arms  has  weakened 
the  pride  and  insupportable  arrogance  of  my  ene- 
mies. Worthy  people  ? you  are  certainly  entitled 
to  more  honors  than  I can  pay  you.  I offer  you  as 
a tribute  of  respect  the  gratitude  of  a young  but 
virtuous  government  and  a peaceful  habitation  a- 
mong  the  grateful  Mexicans,  who  know  how  to  ap- 
preciate your  worth  and  stimulate  your  ambition  to 
serve  them  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

Done  at  the  government  house  of  St.  Fernando  de 
Bexar,  July  4,  1813,  and  the  third  year  of  our 
Independence.  BERNARDO  GUTIEREZ. 


University  of  Maryland. 

At  a meeting  of  the  faculty  of  pkysick  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1813, 
a committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into  and  re,- 
port  the  present  state  of  the  Institution.  The  fol- 
lowing report  was  presented  at  a meeting  held  on 
the  19th  inst. 

w The  committee  appointed  on  the  17th  inst.  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Institution  beg  leave  to  REPORT — 

“ That  they  have  examined  the  state  of  the  Insti- 
tution and  congratulate  the  regents  and  the  friends 
of  medical  literature  generally,  on  the  flourishing 
condition  and  flattering  prospects  of  the  University. 
Notwithstanding  the  numerous  difficulties  incident 
to  the  organization  of  a new  and  extensive  establish- 
ment, the  persevervance  and  industry  of  the  build- 
ing committee  have  surmounted  every  obstacle. 

“ That  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
professors  and  the  different  classes,  was  commenced 
on  the  7th  May,  1812,  and  so  far  advancedas  to  admit 
ill  he  professors  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter. 

“ 'Fiie  apartments  provided  for  the  classes  are 
more  spacious  and  convenient  than  any  other  in  Ame- 
rica, and  deemed  inferior  to  none  in  Europe. 

“ That  the  professor  of  chemistry  and  mineralo- 
gy, has  been  occupied  during  the  recess  of  the 
classes,  in  improving  his  apparatus  and  in  augment- 
ing and  arranging  his  mineralogical  collection. 

“ That  the  greatest  attention  has  been  given  to 
making  such  arrangements  as  will  most  promote  the 
cultivation  of  anatomy ; such  preparations  also  as 
were  necessary  to  the  professorship  of  midwifery, 
have  been  provided — and  that  the  professor  of  the 
principles  and  practice  of  surgery,  is  abundantly 
furnished  with  such  drawings,  preparations,  models 
and  instruments  as  have  been  introduced  into  the 
best  schools  of  Europe. 

“ That  the  various  branches  of  medical  science 
will  be  taught  as  follows  : Institutes  of  privrciples  of 
physick — by  John  B.Davidge,  M.  D. 

Anatomy — by  James  Cocke,  M.  D. 

Principles  and  practice  of  surgery — by  Wm.  Gib- 
son, M.  D. 

Chemistry — by  Elisha  De  Butts,  M.  D. 

Materia  Medica — by  Samuel  Baker,  M.  D. 

Midwifery— by  Richard  W.  Hall,  M.  D. 

Practice  of  physick — by  Nathaniel  Potter,  M.  D i 

“ The  lectures  will  commence  on  the  last  Monday 
in  October,  and  terminate  on  the  1st  of  March.” 

The  above  report  was  received  and  ordered  t& 
be  publish^.  JOHN  13.  DAV1DGE,  De^n. 
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Law  of  the  U States. — Seamen. 

The,  bill  for  the  “regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the 
public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  States” 
has  already  been  inserted  in  the  Register.  But  it 
underwent  some  alteration,  and  the  law,  as  pass- 
ed ana  approved,  is  so  very  important  to  a consi- 
deration of  the  merits  of  the  contest  in  which 
we  are  engaged  with  England,  that  we  insert  it 
from  the  official  copy,  for  easy  reference.] 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the 
public  rynd  private  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
lie  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, 'I'll at  from  and  after  the  termination  of  the 
war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged 
with  Great  Britain,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ 
on  board  anv  of  the  public  or  private  vessels  of  the 
United  States  any  person  or  persons  except  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  persons  of  color,  native  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  it  shall 
nut  be  lawful  to  employ  as  aforesaid  any  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  unless  "such  citizen 
shad  produce  to  the  commander  of  the  public  ves- 
sel, or  to  a collector  of  the  customs,  a certified  co- 
py of  the  act  by  which  he  shall  have  been  naturaliz- 
ed, setting  forth  such  naturalization  and  the  time 
thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  private  vessels  of  the  United  States  sailing 
from  a port  in  the  United  States  to  a foreign  port, 
the  list  of  the  crew,  made  as  heretofore  directed  by 
law,  shall  be  examined  by  the  collector  for  the  dis- 
trict from  which  the  vessel  shall  clear  out,  and,  if 
approved  of  by  him,  shall  be  certified  accordingly. 
And  no  person  shall  he  admitted  or  employed''  as 
aforesaid,  on  board  of  any  vessel  aforesaid,  unless 
his  name  shall  have  been  entered  in  the  list  of  the 
crew,  approved  and  certified  by  the  collector  for  tne 
district  from  which  the  vessel  shall  clear  out  as  afore- 
said. And  the  said  collector,  before  he  delivers  the 
list  of  the  crew,  approved  and  certified  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  captain,  master  or  proper  officer  of  the  ves- 
sel to  which  the  same  belongs,  shall  cause  the  same 
t*»  be  recorded  in  a book  by  him  for  that  purpose  to 
be  provided,  and  the  said  record  shall  be  open  f< li- 
the inspection  of  all  persons,  and  a certified  copy 
thereof  shall  be  admitted  in  evidence  in  any  court 
in  which  any  question  may  arise,  under  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised from  time  to  time  to  make  such  further  re 
gulations,  and  to  give  such  directions  to  the  several 
commanders  of  public  vessels,  and  to  the  several 
collectors,  as  rmay  be  proper  and  necessary  respect 
ing  the  proofs  of  citizenship,  to  he  exhibited  to  the 
commanders  and  collectors  aforesaid:  Provided, 

that  nothing  contained  in  such  regulations  or  direc- 
tions shall  be  repugnant  to  any  of  tiie  provisions  o: 
this  act.  < 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  time  this  act  shall  take  effect,  no  seam  a' 
or  otligr  seafaring  .nan,  not  being  a citizen  of  the 
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United  States,  slu  11  be  admitted  as  a passenger  on 
board  any  public  or  private  vessel  of  the  U.  States, 

.n  a foreign  port,  without  permission  in  writing 
trom  the  proper  officers  of  the  country  of  which 
such  citizen  or  seafaring  man  may  be  subject  or 
citizen. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  time  that  this  act  shall  take  effect,  the  con- 
suls and  commercial  agents  of  any  nation  at  peace 
with  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  (under 
such  regulations  as  may  by  prescribed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States)  to  state  their  objections 
to  the  proper  commander  or  collector  as  aforsaid, 
against,  the  employment  of  any  seamen  on  boaid  of 
any  public,  or  private  vessel  of  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  his  being  a native  cit  izen  or  subject  of 
such  nation,  and  not  embraced  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  may  be  lawfully  employed  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act  ; and  the  said 
consuls  or  commercial  agents  shall  also  be  admitted 
under  said  regulation,  to  be  present  at  the  time  when 
the  proofs  of  citizenship  of  the  persons  against 
whom  such  objections  may  have  been  made,  shall 
be  investigated  bv  such  commander  or  collector. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further1  enacted , That  if  anv 
commander  of  a public  vessel  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  knowingly  employ  or  permit  to  be  employed, 
or  shall  admit  or  receive,  or  permit  to  be  admitted 
or  received,  on  board  his  vessel,  any  person  whose.  • 
employment  or  admission  is  prohibited  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  for- 
feit and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for 
each  persoft  thus  unlawfully  employed  or  admitted 
on  board  such  vessel. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  of  this 
act,  be  employed,  or  be  received  on  board  of  any 
private  vessel,  the  muster  or  commander,  and  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel,  knowing  thereof, 
shall  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  person  tints  unlawfully  employed  or  de- 
ceived, in  any  one  voyage  ; -which  sum  or  sums  slnlt 
be  recovered,  although  such  seaman  or  person  shall 
have  been  admitted  and  entered  in  the  certified  list 
of  the  crew  aforesaid,  by  the  collector  for  the  dis-- 
trict  to  which  the  vessel  may  belong’;  and  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  arising  under  or  incurred  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted  and 
recovered,  With  cost  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  and 
shall  accrue  and  be  one  moitv  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moity  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  any 
commander  or  master  of  a public  or  private  vessel  of, 
the  United  States,  whilst  in  o foreign  port  or  place* 
from  receiving  any  American  seamen  in  conformity 
to  law  or  supplying  any  deficiency  of  seamen  on 
board  such  vessel,  by  employing  American  seamen 
or  subjects  of  such  foreign  country,  the  employment 
of  whom  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  laws  thereof.  ‘ 

Sec.  lf>.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  have  no  effect  or  operation 
with  respect  to  the  employment,  as  seamen,  of  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  any  foreign  nation  which 
shall  not,  by  treaty  or  special  convention  with  the 
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government  of  the  United  States,  have  prohibited 
on  board  of  her  public  and  private  vessels  the  em- 
ployment of  native  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  have  not  become  citizens  or  subjects  of  such 
nation. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  this  <ci  contained  shall  be  construed  as  to  prevent 
any  arrangement  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  power  which  may  take  place  under  any  trea- 
ty or  convention,  made  arid  ratified  in  the  manner 
prescr'ibecl  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person 
who  sh  ill  ai-five  in  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
the  time  when- this  &ct  shall  l.keefhct,  shu  11  be  ad- 
mitted to  b(  come  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  who 
Shall  not  for  the  continued  term  of  five  years  next 
preceding  his  admission  as  aforesaid,  have  resided 
within  the  United  States,  without  being,  at  any  time 
during  ihe  said  five  year*,  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted \ That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged  or  coun- 
terfeited, any  certificate,  or  evidence  of  citizenship 
referred  to  in  this  act ; or  shall  pass,  utrer,  or  use, 
as  true,  any  false,  forged  or  counterfeited  certificate 
of  citizenship,  or  shall  make  sale  or  dispose  of  ; rr 
certificate  or  citizenship  to  any  person  other  than 
to  the  person  for  whom  it  was  originally  issued,  and 
to  whom  it  may  of  right  belong,  every  such  person 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  ; and 
on  being  thereof  convicted,  by  due  course  of  law, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard 
labor  for  a period  not  less  that  three  or  more  th..n 
five  years,  or  be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, at  the  discretion  of  the  court  taking  .cogniz- 
• ance  thereof. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted , that  no  suit 
shall  be  brought  for  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  incur- 
red under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  the  su  t 
be  commenced  within  three  years  from  the  time  oi 
live  forfeiture. 


Trial  for  Piracy. 

London,  July  6. — High  court  of  admiralty. — Yes- 
terday the  high  court  or  admiralty,  fur  the  trial  of 
offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  was  opened  be- 
fore sir  W.  Scott,  in  the  justice  hall  of  Newgate, 
with  the  accustomed  solemnities. 

PIRACY. 

John  Wiltshire,  al  ias  Jonathan  Bowers,  alias  John 
Wright,  alias  John  Ryiey,  a native  of  Plymouth, 
and  Gins.  Conely,  a native  of  Ireland,  stood  indict- 
ed for  haying  piratical ly  sailed  in  a privateer  called 
the  True  Blooded  Yankee,  under  color  of  an  Amen 
can  commission,  on  the  high  seas  \\  here  they  aided, 
assisted,  and  comioried  divers  armed  men  in  the 
capture  of  vessels  appertaining  to  the  sovereign  or 
the  subjects  of  England. 

It  appeared  that  tlie  True  Blooded  Yankee  was 
fitted  out  as  an  American  privateer  by  certain  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  in  the  harbor  of  Brest,  about  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  She  was  armed  with 
26  guns,  and  carried  a compliment  of  175  men,  20 
of  whom  were  French.  About  the  latter  end  of  De- 
cember, Charles  Conolly  entered  on  board  of  bis 
own  free  will,  and  on  the  28  h March,  the  prisonei 
Wiltshire  was  put  on  board  bv  two  armed  men,  un- 
der the  name  of  Ryiey.  On  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1813,  this  privateer  sailed,  and  on  entering  the  Bri- 
tish channel  she  gave  chase  to  a merchant  ship,  fired 
several  guns  after  her,  but  she  escaped  by  superior 
(swiftness  of  sailing.  They  proceeded  to  the  coast 


>t  fi  t n.  i,  where  they  chased  and  captured  a ves 
sel  before  the  lights  of  Wicklow  c.  lied  the  Marga- 
ret, and  put  an  Americ  n prizemaster,  wi  h six 
sailors,  on  board,  and  removed  ihe  greater  part  of 
her  crew. — The  two,  prisoners  at  the  bar  were  of 
the  number  put  on  board;  Wiltshire  carried  a diik 
concealed  about  his  clothes  and  sompfirr  es  managed 
th-‘  helm. — Conolly  was  unarmed,  but  performed  du- 
ty in  common  with  the  other  sailors.  They  proceed- 
ed for  Morlaix,  when  they  were  captured  hv  the 
N rrvrod  cutter,  and  carried  into  Pivmnuth.  There 
they  were  put  on  hoard  the  Salvador  del  Mundo, 
where  they  were  suspected  to  be  n tives  of  Britain, 
by  Air.  Farham,  the  master  at  arms,  but  they  both 
denied  the  circumstance. 

Two  persons  proved  the  indentityof  Wiltshire  as 
an  Englishman.  Csncemin-g  the  birth  place  of  Con- 
olly, there  was  no  evidence. 

The  prisoner,  Wiltshire,  in  bis  defence,  said,  he 
had  been  confined  three  years  in  a French  dungeon, 
and  anxious  to  see  the  light  of  d y,  he  pretended 
that  he  was  an  American,  without  being  conscious 
of  war  being  declared,  upon  which  two  armed  nun 
carried  him  on  board  'he privateer,  where  they  left 
him.  His  mortification  was  intolerable  when  he  dis- 
covered he  was  to  be  armed  gainst  his  native  coun- 
try, and  he  sailed  with  a sore  heart.  "When  die 
Margaret  was  captured,  he,  with  six  others,  were 
put  on  board,  and  he  formed  the  design  of  earn  ing 
the  vessel  into  Liverpool,  which  he  communicated 
to  the  helmsman,  who  discovered  it  to  i he  prize* 
mtster,  and  he  was  most  carefully  watched  in  con- 
sequence. He  had  served  his  country  long,  had  lost 
blood  in  her  set  vice,  and  lie  . prayed  for  the  mercy 
of  the  court. 

Conolly  said  he  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  had 
been  carried  to  America  in  his  youth. 

Justice  Chamhre,  in  summing  up  the  evidence, 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  acquitting  Conolly,  in- 
asmuch as  there  was  no  proof  of  his  being  a native 
of  either  Britain  or  Ireland 

The  Jury  immediately  found  Wiltshire.guilty,  and 
acquitted  Conolly. 

Sir  Win.  Scott,  in  passing  sentence  of  death  on 
the  prisoner,  said  that  the  circumstances  which  he 
h id  mentioned  in  extenuation  of  his  guilt  should  be 
represented  to  those  from  whom  mercy,  under  his- 
present  situation  could  only  flow — The  prisoner 
bowed  and  retired. 


Barbarities  of  the  Enemy. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represent 
talives,  'appointed  to  enquire  into  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which: 
the  war  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy . 

(Continued  from  page  70.) 

No.  VII. 

PILLAGE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OE  PRIVATE  PROPERTY  ON" 
THE  CHESAPEAKE  BAY,  AND  IN  THE  NEIGHBORING 
COUNTY  • 

William  Sears,  of  Talbot  county,  in  Maryland,  states.,  that  about 
the  day  of  April  last,  whilst  the  British  squadron,  commanded 
as  he  understood,  by  admiral  Warren,  lay  about  Sharp’s  island,  in 
the  Chesap  ake  bay,  he  being  on  the  isiapd,  called  Poplar  island 
his  place  of  r sidence,  observed  some  tend,  rs  and  barges  coming 
off  from  the  squadron  in  a direction  towards  the  said  island.  The 
relator  was  then  in  the  act  of  removing  his  furniture  and  other 
property  fwwn  the  island,  and  hastened  th  rein  from  seeing  the 
apparent  approach  of  the  enemy ; but  the  said  tenders  and 
barges,  whilst  this  relator  was  crossing  to  the  main  with  his 
scows  and  batf  aux  laden  with  his  property,  and  in  tow  of  ilia 
schooners,  appeared  suddenly  to  pul  back  to  th  ir  ships.  The 
r lator  afterwards,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  same  day 
made  two  other  trips  to  the  island  and  succeeded  in  getting  off*  all 
his  haeon.  On  the  succeeding  day,  as  this  relator  thinks  it  was,  he 
again  went  on  the  island  and  got  off  forty  or  fifty  barrels  of  his 
corn  and  some  other  articles,  without  any  interruption  .from  the 
enemy.  The  relator  having,  in  his  first  trip,  got  off  his  family  and 
slaves,  he  now  watched  the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  his 
farm  on  the  main.  On  Sunday  morning  the  he  saw  two  ten- 
ders come  to  at  Poplar  island  and  go  ashore  in  barges,  aud  after 
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seme  length  of  time  he  saw  them  depart  from  the  island.  The 
relator,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last  mentioned  day,  in  company  j 
with  several  of  his  neighbors,  went  to  see  what  the  enemy  hail  j 
done  on  the  island,  and  found  that  they  had  injured  nothing,  nor 
taken  any  thing  away  except  some  cider  from  the  cellar.  The 
relator  then  took  off  with  him  as  many  of  his  hogs  ami  other 
artiedes  as  he  could,  and  was  hurried  o!f  by  seeing  the  enemy  put 
off  from  the  squadron  with  several  barges  in  tow  of  th  ir  ten* 
ders.  The  enemy,  on  that  evening,  took  possession  of  the  island, 
and  remained  that  night  and  part  of  the  next  day,  as  well  as  tins 
relator  recollects  ; and,  on  the  last  mentioned  day,  left  the  island 
am!  followed  the  squadron,  which  in  the  mean  ti  nt  had  move  d up 
the  bay.  The  relator  seeing  this,  on  the  next  or  the  second  day 
after,  again  went  on  the  island,  and  there  found  that  the  enemy 
had  take  and  killed  about  thirty  head  of  black  catti  *,  right) -six 
h ad  of  old  sheep  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  la  nes  ; that  they 
had  killed  three  hundred  breeding  sows  in  their  beds,  whose  pigs 
were  found  dead  ; and  that  they  had  taken  off  almost  ill  his  poultry. 
all  he  supposes  they  could  catch.  From  his  house  (wit  r he  had 
)'  ft  some  of  his  worst  fur  dtur:  ) they  had  taken  off  an  old  looking- 
glass  worth  about  four  dollars,  and  some  newspapers  in  a file.— 
They  broke  several  locks  and  one  door,  and  thr  w many  things 
about  the  house.  In  a house  on  the  island  which  had  been  occupied 
hv  James  Sears,  they  broke  his  desk  to  pieces  and  threw  about  his 
furniture  and  other  things ; but  the  relator  does  not  now  recollect 
that  any  thing  was  taken  away. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  William  Sears  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  this  22d  day  of  June,  1813. 

WILLIAM  SEARS. 

Maryland , Talbot  count;/,  s s. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  22d  day  of  June,  1313,  William 
Sears,  esq.  of  Talbot  county,  personally  appears  before  me,  the 
subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
in  and  for  Talbot  county,  duly  commissioned,  and  qualified,  and 
made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  that  the  statement  of  fact 
herein  contained  is  substantially  true,  to  the  best  of  liis  knowledge, 
recollection  and  belief. 

Sworn  before  me,  PETER  DENNY. 

State  of  Maryland,  Talbot  county,  to  rvit: 

I hereby  certify, that  Peter  Denny,  esq.  before  whom  th'1  aboveaffi- 
davit appears  to  have  beeu  made,  and  who  lias  thereto  subscribed  bis 
name,  was  at  the  time  of  taking  and  signing  the  same,  and  still  is, 
one  of  the  state  of  Maryland’s  justices  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  thereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
the  seal  of  my  office,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  Anno 
Domini  1813. 

(L.  S.)  * J \COB  LOCKERMAN, 

Clerk  of  Talbot  county  court 

Ccncil  county , state  of  Maryland. 

Personally  appeared  before  ni",  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  and  state  aforesaid,  Frisby  Henderson, 
and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God.  that  on 
the  29th  day  of  April,  1813,  about  seven  o’clock,  A.M.  a consider- 
able British  force,  distributed  into  thirteen  barges,  commenced  a 
hostile  attack  on  a landing  called  Frenchtown,  the  property  of  this 
deponent,  in  the  county  aforesaid  ; that  some  days  previous  liter  to, 
a battery  for  five  guns  had  heen  commenced  on  the  wharf,  but 
was  in  an  unfinished  state;  that  on  the  approach  of  the  British 
force  eight  or  ten  m u collected  and  comment- -d  firing  from  the 
battery,  and  stopped  the  advance  of  the  barges  for  some  time.  The 
ammunition  bring  expended,  thebargps  then  cam  ■ on  and  a firing 
from  them  commenced  of  cannon  shot  at  the  battery  and  also  at 
th  dwelling-hous-s  in  Frenchtown.  The  British  then  landed  on 
the  wharf  and  immediately  set  fire  to  a new  stor  ehouse  on  the 
wharf,  which  at  that  time  contained  nothing  hut  a large  quantity  of 
oats,  the  property  of  this  deponent,  and  also  a fishery  adjoining  the 
wharf  was  set  on  fire  at  the  same  time;  after  burning  the  said 
store-house  and  fishery,  a force  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
marines  was  marched  from  the  wharf  through  Frenchtown  and  up 
the  river  shore  to  the  dwelling-house  of  the  deponent,  and  demanded 
the  wav  to  the  town  of  Elkton  ; that  finding  the  rivu-  must  be 
crossed  on  that  direction  to  g t to  Elkton,  the  whole  force  returned 
to  Frenchtown,  broke  open  the  upper  store-house,  which  was  at 
that  time  full  of  goods,  part  of  which  was  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  remainder  for  different  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, to  the  amount,  probably,  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
and  plundered  and  carried  off  part  of  the  goods,  and  set  fire  to  the 
house  and  burnt  it  with  the  remainder  of  the  goods.  This  deponent 
saith.  that  the  two  store-houses  and  the  fishery,  together  with  the 
oats  and  other  property  he  had  in  the  upper  store-house,  burned  by 
the  British  a9  aforesaid,  lie  has  sustained  a loss  of  about  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  oil  this  12th  day  of  June,  1313. 

ALEXR.'  KINKEAD. 

Caccil  county . state  of  Maryland. 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Cordelia  IVniuglon,  living 
in  Ftenchtown.  and  made  oath  on  tile  Holy  Eva  ig  lists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  she  saw  the  British  on  the  29th  of  April,  I8t3. 
land  on  the  wharf  at  Frenchtown  and  immediately  set  fire  to  ami 
burnt  the  store-house  and  fishery;  that  on  the  British  breaking 
open  the  upp'-r  sfor. -house,  this  deponent  went  down  to  the  store- 
hotise  and  solicited  the  commanding  officer  not  to  bunr-the  house; 
lie  replied  that  lie  came  for  the  purpose  of  burning  tlie  store-houses, 
that  they  were  public  property ; that  this  depontmt  r-  plied,  the 
store-, muses  were  private  property  and  belonged  to  h-r  brother; 
the  officer  said  there  was  public  property  in  it  and  should  lie 
burnt,  and  ordered  the  house  set  on  fire  and  burnt  it  with  all  the 
g'qpds  thej  did  not  Carry  away. 

Swcru  before  me,  the  subscriber,  the  12th  dav  of  June,  1313. 

ALEXR.  KIN READ. 


Cctcil  county , state  of  Maryland. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subecri’iei-,  one  of  the-  justice* 
of  th-p  ac"  for  the  county  aforesaid,  ILlfo  P nington. and  made 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God.  t!iat  she  saw  the 
British,  on  the  29ih  of  April,  1313,  land  on  ute  wharf*  at  Frenchtown 
and  immediately  set  fire  to  and  burn  down. the  store-bans.?  and 
fish  ry ; that  aft  r the  store-house  was  on  fire  the  mariner?  wera 
marched  tip  from  the  wharf,  and  at  the  time  of  the  plundering  and 
burning  the  upper  store-house  the  ni-irio  -rs  were  formed  in  the 
road  opposite  h r mother’s  house:  the  officer  commanding  the 

urines,  who  informed  this  deponent  his  name  was  Wybourne, 
said  their  orders  w.re  to  burn  the  stage-stable  and  destroy  the 
stag'-coach-s ; that  on  this  depou  it’s  soliciting  of  him  not  to 
burn  the  st.ilil  s and  stages,  the  ofiie-r  replied,  th-  question  they 
generally  ask-d  wiimth-v  wnt  to  any  plat- - was.  how  the  j voted  at 
the  elections,  and  inquired  of  this  deponent  if  her  uncle,  meaning 
Mr.  Henderson,  voted  for  the  war. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  this  12th  day  of  June,  1313. 

ALEXR.  KINKEAD. 

I do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  I 
was  impressed  at  my  houseat  Turner's cr  ok,  by  the  British  ibrevs.  as 
they  passed  up  theriv  r Sassafras  to  Frederick  and  George  towns, 
and  was  forced  to  accompany  them  to  the  a‘iove  places.  On  our  way 
up  we  were  met  by  two  mulatto  men  jo  a oatt  mix.  Ca;>t.  Byngfthe 
iwirr,  I believe  of  the  offie  i;  in  whose  boat  l was,  took  a white 
handkerchief,  fastened  it  o >.  his  esponiooa,  and  was  about  to  enter 
the  batten  us  with  tha  negroes  in  order  to  proceed  np  the  river  to 
inform  the  officer  commanding  there,  that  if  he  would  not  fire 
upon  the  barges  they  would  not  destroy  the  town,  when  he  was 
ordered  by  the  admiral  not  to  do  so,  who  olwerved,  “that  lie  would 

ly  send  the  negro  s with  the  message,  that  as  they  were  known 
to  the  people  in  the  fort  above  he  expected  that  they  would  Mieve 
what  they  told  them.”  We  were  then  opposite  to  Mr.  Wiek.cs’ 
farm,  which  I think  must  be  abont  a mile  below  the  fort,  l'he 
batteaux  with  the  negroes  went  to  the  fort  as  directed  and  the 
British  forces  soon  after  followed.  I was  in  the  foremost  boat  and 
continued  in  said  boat  until  tlirir  return  down  the  riv  r after 
burning  the  towns,  when  I was  land.xl  on  Mr.  W th  red’s  shore, 
and  most  positively  declare  that  there  wis  no  while  flag  ever 
hoisted  in  her  or  any  of  the  other  bouts  to  my  knowledge,  nor  did  • 
I ever  hear  any  of  the  British  officers  or  privates  say  that  they  had 
ever  hoisted  a flag,  or  that  one  ever  had  been  fired  on. 

The  captain,  on  his  return  down  the  river,  declared,  that  “ if  he 
could  catch  colonel  Veazey,  who  commanded  at  the  fort  above,  he 
would  quarter  him  and  give  me  part  of  his  quarter  for  steaks,  for 
that  the  fire  he  had  received  was  one  of  Washington's  rounds.” 

I can’t  say  positively  what  number  of  men  they  lost,  as  they 
would  only  acknowledge  live  wounded,  but  think  they  have  sus- 
tained gtvatei  injury. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  9tli  day  of  June,  1813. 

JOHN  STAVELY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  S AMUEL  BOYER. 

I certify,  that  I was  at  th  . battery  on  Pearce’s  Point  on  the  6th 
of  May,  when  a squadron  of  British  barges  visited  Georgetown  ; 
that  I had  a full  view  of  all  the  barges  until  they  got  possession  of 
the  battery  on  the  Cmcil  shore,  and  that  I saw  no  whit-  Hag  dis- 
played from  either  of  the  barges.  W.  iPENCER. 

June  9th,  1813. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify,  that  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  at  the 
time  ad  miral  Cockburn  with  a considerable  arm-d  force  attacked 
and  destroyed  Frederick  and  George  towns,  on  Sassafras  river,  iu 
the  state  of  Maryland,  w re  in  or  neai  the  breast-work  below  Fre? 
dericktown,  under  the  command  of  oolouel  Thomas  W.  Veazey. 
From  our  position,  w-*  hod  a full  and  perfect  vi-w  of  the  enemy’s 
hostile  armament,  and  saw  nothing  with  it,  or  preceded  or  followed 
it,  that  indicated  or  had  th  ■ ajip-amuce  of  a flag  of  truce,  according 
to  the  established  usage  of  civilized  nati  ms. 

We  understand  a flag  of  truce  to  be  a mission  for  -a  nacifie  pur- 
pose, accompanied  by  men  without  arms,  and  unprotected  uy  a 
naval  or  military  force. 

The  barges  moved  up  the  river  in  closeand  compact  order ; the 
leading  boat  a few  yards  a-head  of  the  r st,  said  to  he  admiral  Cock- 
burn’s,  carried  a coloured  flag,  ami  was  escorted  by  not  less  tha  i 
fifteen  armed  barges  and  full  of  armed  men  immediately  in  its 
rear,  and  evi  1 -ntly  approaching  in  a menacing  manner  and  with 
hostile  intentions. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  10th  day  of  June,  1313, 


Jid.ii)  Du  Toy 
John  Etiieriagtou 
Moses  N.  Carson 
his 

Hezekiah  A Dowlin 
mark 
Jo oios  S.  Price 
Elias  See 
Gaorgo  I! ..aster 


Joshua  Ward 
John  W.  Etheringtou 
D.da  F.  Heath 
John  V.  Price 
Henry  E.  Coalman 
Samuel  Dixon 
Joshua  Greenwood 
Robert  H.  Maxwell 
William  Etherington 
John  LofVis 

We  saw  no  flag  of  any  description. 

Jos  -ph  Davis  his 

William  Roberts  Nicholas  A T.  Franks 

Dormer  O ikes  n *rk 

his  Joshua  Huffingtoa 

Meshiik  X Kendrick  in* 

mark  Nathan  A Furrow 

his  mart* 

John  A Coaly 
mark 

State  of  Maryland,  C ecil  county,  «. 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  Amin  Domini,  1813,  personally  aupeareT 
each  and  every  person  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing 
certificate,  before  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  foe 
county  and  state  aforesaid* and uiadc oath oa the Bte-ly  Evangciisaf'. 
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cf  Almighty  God,  that  the  fact?  detailed  in  the  foregoing  certifi*  wiieji  the  British  forces  landed  on  theh'-ach  of  Fred-Vicktovcn'ini? 
dims  are  tru-x  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief.  marched  up  through  th.  streets,  th -v  fill  in  with  this  d,  ponent  trt 

Sworn  before  H.  B.  PENINGTON.  'his  rrotli-  r Jam  s Atm. ’s  ho  ist.  Th--  troops  were  leaded  liy  ilie 

f do  hereby  certify,  that  I was  at  tli  - bivast-work  near  Fr»  <li  rick-  commanding  oftiv- r,  (admiral  Cockburn,  as  tliis  deponent  Was 
town  en  the  Gtli  ultimo,  when  the  British  came  up  th  river  in  j informed  by  ore-  of  th  men)  and  observed,  wlio  th 
theft  barges,  and  that  I <iid  not  see  a Hag'  of  truce,  nor  do  I believe 
that  the  commandii.g  officer  at  the  breast-work  knew  or  supposed 
ny  such  thing  in  or  among  the  barges.  As  witness 


there 

iov  hand  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  181 

JAMES  SCANLAN. 

Sworti  to  before  th  • subscriber,  a justice  of  th  peace  for  Cceeil 
countv,  and  state  of  Maryland,  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

The  deposition  of 'Richard  Baniaby,  of  Fr  dericktown, in  Ccecii 
co:.  iy.  Maryland,  aged  about  forty-eight  years,  being  duly  sworn, 
depos^th  and  saith,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6t!i  of  May,  after 

tl.c  engagement  look  place  at  the  fort  below  this  town,  that  beM1*8  brother’s  wif  was  confined  up  stairs,  in  a very 
went  a short  di-ta  >c  • out  oi  town  to  s--e  some  females  to  a place  of  turn,  with  an  infant  only  two  days  old.  He  tin  ii  < 
safety,  and  on  his  r<  turn  hi  met  about  twenty  of  the  British  troops  I be  ch  ared  out ; Mrs.  i.PDoimah,  his  wif  ’s  moth  r.  run  out  cl-.p- 
armed,  commanded  by  an  officer,  who  observt  d on  meeting  him,  j l'|"g  her  hands,  ami  begg  d for  Go  ;,s  sak.  to  spar.-  li  r chil ',  for 
here  is  one  of  the  damned  rase' i Is  from  tin- fiat,  and  then  enquired  ,'r  m-  was  removed  her  life  wotud  tie  lost.  H then  ord  -red,  sr 


nnation 

tre  tiles r-  tiiat  kept  such  a firing  upon  11s?  are  tli-  v r gulars  ? 
This  deponent  answered  no— tb  y are  militia.  He  then  wind 
where  tli>  v were  gone,  and  was  told  he  did  not  know ; he  th  n 
asked  \vh  re  are  all  the  men  of  the  tow-.,  and  was  informed  th  y 
w.-re  moved  out;  U<  said  !i>-  had  sent  word  to  th  shore,  lint  if  he 
was  not  fir  d upon  lie  would  not  d stray  any  property.  a ■<’>  turned 
round  and  observed  to  a black  boy  standing  bv,  you’bl-u-k  son  of 
a bitch  was  one  of  the  p rsons  i s lit  word  by*  wlii.h  the  boy 
denied.  He  then  ord  red  the  ip.  n to 'go  on  a;  d burn  am!  destroy, 
w hich  th  y ex.  cut  <1  with  fidelity.  This  deponent  then  begg-d  the 
admiral  to  spare  !iis  lions  (meaning  the  house  of  Jan  s All  :■)  as 

1'cat.e  sit i . a- 

r d h r to 


hi 


vli  re  the  damned  rascals  which  were  at  the  fort  had  run  to,  and  I tl»i 
ordered  him  to  go  with  him  and  shew  them  to  him  ; the  dependent  " "" 
observing  he  did  not  know  wh  re  they  were,  the  offic-r  swore  he 
was  a liar,  and  drew  his  sword  and  threatened  to  kill  him,  one  of 
the  men  presented  a bayonet  and  another  drew  a dirk  and  swore  if 
lie  did  not  go  he  would  run  it  throng’ll  him;  he  afterwards  went 
with  tht  pi  as  far  as  captain  Francis  B.  C handler’s  lions-',  at  which 
time  Francis  B.  Chandler  was  going  towards  his  house,  d on 
their  hearing  some  person  call  him  captain,  the  officer  ord,  r d hi-; 
jneti  to  take  him  ; the  admiral  coming  up  at  ihis^inn,  enquired  tile 
reason  that  the  house  was  not  on  lire.  \ ft. Awards  this  depom  nt 
returned  to  fits  own  house  with  the  admiral  and  r qu-  st-i!  of  him 
not  to  have  it  s.  t on  fir  ; the  admiral  promised  it  should  not  be 
burnt  if  he  would  furnish  him  with  thirty  fowls,  which  h.  pro  »is.  d 
ho  would  do;  he  furnished  them  with  about  thirteen  fowl  ; th-y 
then  took  away  and  destroyed  nearly  tin-  whol-  of  his  furniture 
wliieh  was  in  the  house,  and  his  provisions,  and  left  him. 

Given  under  my  hand  tins  1 ihJune,  1813. 

RICHARD  BARXABY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
Co«bl  county,  the  dav  and  y ar  above  written. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

The  deposition  of  Francis  B.  Chandp  ar,  of  Fred  ncKt.nvit,  Ccecii 
county,  Maryland,  aged  about  thirty-nine  years,  being  duly  swum, 
deposes  and  saith,  tiiat  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of'  May  last,  just 
as  he  had  r- turned  from  the  fort,  he  was  standing  n -ar  liis  house 
and  mw  a British  party  consisting  of  about  fifty  persons,  armed 
and  leaded  hy  an  offic-  r,  said  to  he  a post-captain,  running  up  to 
liis  house;  that  he,  this  dejion. nt,  stepped  upon  the  steps, of  the 
house  and  requested  the  offic-  r not  to  enter;  tiiat  he  caught  bun 
by  the  breast  and  called  him  a damned  rascal  mat  pulled  him  Tom 
oil'  the  steps,  and  then  entered  the  house  with  th  whole  of  the 
party  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  ord;  red  the  men  to  go  to  work 
anil  called  lor  fire;  that  th.  y imm-diat  ly  commenced  cutting  the 
stuir-cas; , window-sash  and  breaking  the  glass,  and  s- 1 tin.  hotis 
on  fire  in  three  piac.s;  that  at  this  time  admiral  Coekburn 
riv  ii,  and  I>  -,  this  deponent,  begged  him  to  have  the  fir 
u til  he  would  reason  the  case  with  him,' and  the  ad 
him  what  he  could  do;  if  he  could  furnish  thirty  bullocks  in  half 
an.hour;  that  if  he  could  not  the  house  should  be  burnt,  and  asked 


lost.  H then  ord  red,  snare 
house.  H now  marched  off  aft.  r tie-  men  had  been  g.m  f'  r 
little  tim- , and  shortly  afterwards  r turn-  d on  horse-back. 
1 hi*  deponent  th.  n r>  cju  sted  the  admiral  to  soar  him  on  house 
mat  he  might  collect  his  family  together  in  aft  r it  should  pi  a?e 
Providence  to  restore  peace  between  the  tw  o nations.  H-  th  n di- 
eted this  deponent  to  get  him  some  I owls,  who  inform  -!  him  he 
n.id  none  ; he  dainuvd.hi.M,  a-  d ask--d  if  he  could  not  g i them,  and 
w as  told  no  ; im  m-diat-  ly  alt.  rwards  a fir.  was  made  in  the  si.  re- 
hous  - and  cousnm  d.  While  G<  org  :v;d  Fred-  rick  tv  s \v  r in 
names,  the  admiral  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent  obserr  d t b-s 
officers— w ll,  my  lads,  this,  looks  w 11— to  which  no  reply  was 
made,  and  lie  or  red  ail  hands  on  l oerd  th--  boats.  That  this  de- 
ponent saw  tin  British  tw-»  and  a half  miles  «T.  coming  up,  a d 
saw  no  dag  or  truce  or  any  thing  like  it  ; that  this  d po  .cut  is  of 
Opinion'  th.  defence  mad  by  colonel  V-azev  a-id  tie:  men  under 
his  command  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  much  credit,  and 
justified  by  every  circumstance  within  his  knowl.  'go,  thou gb 
k and  brother  are  sufferers  to  nearly  one-ha'.  ’ oi  th<-  nro.i  rty 


m Fr  dencktow . . * JOHN  LLF.N 

bwon.  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  12th  day  ot  June,  18:3, 
a justice  oi  the  peace  tor  Cceeil  county. 

...  H.  B.  PF.NINGTON. 

The  (1  position  of  Joshua  Ward,  living-  about  one  mile  from 
Fivib  ri;  ivtown  in  Ccecii  county,  aged  t rty-lbur,  being  <!nlj  sworn, 
Uirpos  ti;  and  saith,  tnat  from  the  best  information  ii  could  obtain 
from  ihos  persons  that  were  lift  at  his  hous-,  that  a party  of 
British  consisting  of  net  ween  thirty  and  forty  men,  comma  .ded  by 
an  officer,  said  to  be  a post-captain,  o..  the  6th  of  May  l ist,  went 
to  his  lions  - and  immediately  placid  a guard  round  it,  inquired 
particularly  for  him,  and  searched  every  part,  of  th  house,  sw.  r- 
i g they  would  sacrific  him;  being  disappoint  d itr  finding  ft, 
they  then  began  to  destroy  the  tattles,  chairs,  looking-gl  ass  -s.,  he. 
wh.  ii  they  had  completed  titc  d.  struetio  of  such  furtiiture  as 
they  could  not  -take  off  with  them,  th  officer  himself  took  down  a 
j-air  oi  handsome  lookiug»gla$»es,  otiicw  of  the  party  took  as  u • ch 
-kburn  ar-  °*  the  bedding,  clothing,  plate,  wiudo w^-urtaii .s,  Vc  as  they  could 
■■  put  out,  conveniently  carry  with  them  ; my  little  b >v’s  cloth  s they  -arri  d 
iral  ask  <1  on  the  point  of  their  bayonets;  b-fore  th-  v left  tit  • house  t -ey 


him  if  he  would  try  to  get  the  n— mid  upon  this  deponent  repljdng 
in  the  affirmative,  ordered  the  fire  to  be  put  out  for  the  pr;  sent ; 
that  lie,  this  deponent,  got  upon  his  hovsu.  and  rod-  about  half  a 
mile,  when  he  fell  in  with  colonel  Vea/.ey  a id  informed  him  wh  it 
It;-,  was  after, and  that  the  colonel  told  him  to  go  back  and  inform 
the  admiral  thvf  he  should  not  have  them  ; tiiat  he  returned  and 
in  binned  the  admiral  o:  it,  who  then  asked  him  what  else  lie 
coWld  do,  and  if  he  had  a good  d -al  of  poultry,  and  upon  tvplyi 
yes,  told  him  he  must  hat  e it,  and  ordered  his  int  o to  catch  it, 
vrisjeh  was  done  and  carried  off;  that  then  by  the  great  persua- 
sion and  entreaty  of  this  deponent’s  wife  and  sister,  the  house  wa3 
ordered  not  to  be  burnt ; but  tbe  sister  of  this  deponent  was  much 
abused  l y one  of  their  inferior  officers,  for  her  exertions  in  en- 
deavoring to  save  the  property;  tiiat  this  deponent  had  his  ware- 
house burnt  by  them,  with  a considerable  quantity  of  goods  in  it; 
and  that  he  him*  It  was  a prisoner  with  them  for  about  three 
hours.  Given  under  my  hand  this  12th  June,  1813. 

FRANCIS  B.  GHANDLEAR. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a justice  of  tbe  peace  for 
Cc.  eil  count v,  the  dav  and  year  above  written. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON 

On  this  12th  day  of  June,  1813,  personally  appeared  Jonathan 
Greenwood,  aged  thirty  years,  and  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  d.-ciaffi  and  say,  that  on  the 
murniug  of  the  6th  or  May  last,  upon  the  Jan  nog  o,r  the  British 
forces  at  Fred-  ri'-kuiwn.  where  this  deponent  resides,  an  officer  and 
two  sailors  came  to  said  deponent’s  bouse,  and  .swore  that  if  they 
bad  not  found  him  without  arms,  they  would  have  thrust  him 
through  with  their  bayonets ; they  then  retired,  fi  ll  in  with  some, 
o tlier  forces,  which  soon  .after  came  to  deponent’s  house,  broke  it 
open,  took  wh -.lever  they  conveniently  could  earn  away,  and 
destroyed  the  vest  with  their  cutlasses  and  dirks,  and  burned  it, 
with  bis  dwelling-house,  store-house  and  kitchen.  The  officers 
appeared  to  .be  the  most  active  in  the  destruction  cf  his  property. 
Tin-  houses  in  the  t .-wn  were  soon  after  generally  set  on  fire  and 
dc- troyed.,  . JONATHAN  GREENWOOD. 

Sworn  t<Y  and  subscribed  before  me.  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
Ce  cil  county,  on  tbe  day  and  year  above  written. 

' H.  P.  PENINGTON. 

Th  dei'o-ition  of  captain  John  Allen,  ol‘  Fred,  ricktown.  CtEci! 
county,  Vlarjland,  aged  about  fifty-one  years,  being  duly  sworn. 
depos:  rti  ami  sitrth-,  that,  eti  the  monnog  of  the  6th  of  May  last, 


put  powder  in  , very  room  below  stairs,  an  offic  r got  fire  bi  os  If 
Iro  n tim  kitchen,  a d bad  it  kindled  in  tliediff  rut  rooms,  and  a 
bed  put  in  tin  cellar  with  a part  of  the  broken  chairs,  tal  I s.  &c. 
and  a fir<  kindh-d:  they  then  left  the  house,  but  continued  in  the 
yard  until  the  fir;  was  bursting  from  the  windows,  and  swore  that 
if  there  was  an  attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire  they  would  put  the 
person  to  death,  tiiat  they  intended  to  return  and  hum  ev--ry  tiling 
on  the  farm  ; they  fir  d at  one  of  my  sons  not  tw-.  lve  years  of  age, 
as  he  was  driving  orf  a flock  of  sheep. 

JOSHUA  WARD> 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
Ccecii  county,  Marj  land,  this  14th  June.  1813. 

K.  B.  PENINGTON. 

The  deposition  ofToilus  Robetson,  aged  about  thirty-four  years, 
who  did  live  within  about  one  mile  from  Fredericktown  in  Ccecii 
county,  Maryland;  This  deponent  states  tnat  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  May,  lie  was  at  the  Invast-work  near  Frederick  town,  at  the 
time  th  British  armament  came  up  the  Sassafras  river;  that  he 
saw  no  flag  ot  truce;  that  after  the  militia  were  obliged  to  r tr  at 
he  returned  home,  and  in  a very  short  time  saw  a party  of  the 
British  coming  towards  his  house,  and  he  and  his  family  left  their 
house,  except  two  black  women  and  a black  man,  who  stut-  that 
the  British  took  the  deponent’s  household  furniture  and  piled  it  up 
in  the  yard  before  the  house-door,  and  set  them  on  fire,  which 
communicated  to  the  house  and  consumed  it  also;  the  barn  which 
stood  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  house  w as  set  on  fire  and 
consum-.-d.  This  deponent  lost  all  his  household  goods  and  provi- 
sions. IT  saw  Fr.-dericktown  inflames  previous  to  his  lea',  ing  his 
bouse,  which  alarmed  himself  and  family  to  that  degree  that  he 
abandoned  his  house  for  their  safety. 

Witness  my  hand,  TOII.US  ROBETSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  Ccecii  county,  Maryland,  this  14th  day  of  June,  1813. 

H.  B.  PENINGION. 

The  deposition  of  Moses  N.  Cannon,  aged  about  thirty-two,  who 
lives  within  about  one  half  mile  oi  Fredevicktown  in  Ccecii  county, 
Maryland:  This  deponent  states  that  he  was  at  tin  breast-work 
near  Frcdt  nektow  n on  the  6th  of  May  last,  when  the  British  ar* 
nament  came  up  the  Sassafras  river,  tiiat  he  saw  ho  flag  of  truce  ; 
tiiat  aft;  r the  militia  were  obliged  to  retreat  h returned  home,  and 
was  occupied  in  turning  horses  put  o‘  his  win  al-field,  when  a part  of 
the  British  came  to  his  nousi,  he  rode  up  to  them, and  they  informed 
him  mat  lie  was  their  prisoner;  and  on  his  observing  that  lie  was 
in  theft  power,  they  enquirt-fot  him  if  he  hud  any  thing  to  drink. 
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and  he  answering  in  the  negative,  they  told  him  he  had  got  some- 
tiling  to  at,  and  ask'  d hi  ■.  if  h.  wanted  Ins  house  burnt,  and  he 
ausw.  ring  i.:  th>*  negative,  the\  teid  him  to  go  then  to  the  captain, 
that  he  was  in  the  lions  and  would  set  fire  to  it ; and  on  his  going 
towards  the  lions.' lie  met  the  person  whom  th  y call  d the  captain 
With  another  person  with  him,  load-d  with  l»is,this  deponent's,  b*-d- 
cloth,  s, a j<air  boots,  and  a number  of  otic  f articles.  carrying  th-m 
to  *,  mis  his  in  * , who  w.r  formed  outside  th  • yard,  at  the  ti  n an 
Oilier  0^11  horsMm*k  rode  tip  and  enquir  d of  the  deposu-nt  where 
the  da  nnt  d n. '.litis,  were;  In  olnerv  d to  him  th.  y had  r tr  at  . , 
pointing  at  the  same  ti-n.  towards  a Wood;  he  observed  he  must 
burn  the  Je.miienr’s  I muse,  ami  on  the  dejiuin  nt  expostulating 
With  him,  and  stut'.ug  the  ilisadvaut.ag  s be  would  labor  under  in 
•as’’  his  lions  .v  ,5  tuiri.t.  he  then  enquir-  d ol  him  ill  road  to  the 
mouth  of  Elk  riv  -r,  and  if  he.  the  o I t.  r.  could  march  his  men 
there,  and  the  k on  a in  00s  rved  that  his  gov-rnan-nt  would  not 
per  nit  him  to  giv  him  a y instruction ; ai.d  the  offic  r ohs  rved 
tie  t o< • kn.-w  that  as  w 11  as  tin  deponent,  nut  that  he  might  trust 
& British  offic  r and  smir  d,  and  turned  ids  horse  and  order  d his 
me  ! to  march,  ami  th  y went  01F  without  imrning  the  house  or 
as-dvg  any  more  questions.  The  <1  -pouent  then  went  to  a neigh- 
boring lions  to  s.  e about  a part  of  his  family  and  on  ids  r.  turn 
ba -k  towards  his  lions! , h.  was  fired  on  by  a party  of  the  British 
st  il’O.ied  in.  the  public  road,  about  one  hlindr.  d and  fifty  yards 
ir  . •.  th  d poe.i  . t’s  lions.  ; he  tin  n r tr  ated  across  the  ti<  Id,  a id 
aha. doited  i.is  hous--  ; he  saw  ail  r riding  Ifom  the  part)  w ho  fired 
on  him,  a party  going  towirds  his  lions-,  who  as  h-  supposes,  tit - 
atroy  dor  took  away  th  • residue  of  his  hous  -hold  goods,  ami  broke- 
th  window-glass  sasb,  doors,  ami  did  consul,  ran!  damage-  to  Isis 
hous  . Fr.di  ricklowu  was  on. fire  about  the  time  the  first  party 
of  tin-  British  came  to.  the  deponent’s  house 

Witness  my  hand,  MOSES  N.  CANNON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a justice  of  the  p.  ace  for 
€ Cecil  county,  Mary  iand,  this  iburte<  nth  <i«.y  of  June,  id  13. 

H.  B.  PENING  TON. 

Ido  li  -r.  by  certify,  that  being  in  th<  tort  at  Fr--<1  ricktown  on 
Sassafras  river,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  of  May  last,  when  a 
butef-  took  pltce  with  tin  British  and  ihe  militia  under  tlu  com- 
mand of  colonel  Thomas  W.  Vcaz.-y,  I distinctly  saw  the  enemy 
from  the  time  they  fir  t cu.m-  in  >i  w,  and  discern  d no  flag  01 
tract  or  any  thing  r<-s<  u*.  flog  one.  Tin,*  enemy  aft.  r some  resis- 
tance landed,  burned  Fred  rick  and  George  towns,  and  destroyed 
a great  d al  of  other  private  properly.  My  lions  about  eight  mil  s 
on  the  river  from  th-  fort,  was  plundered  by  them  on  tli-ir  way 
down  the  riv-  r.  JNO.  T*  Y’EAZY. 

Sassafras  Nock,  Ccccil  county,  June  28/A,  1813. 

f worn  before  II.  B.  PENINGTON. 

[H.-rc  follows,  in  the  printed  volume  of  documents,  a staiem  nt 
of  the  species,  quantity  and  valuation  of  prop,  vty,  burnt  or  other- 
wise destroyed  or  taken  away,  by  tin- . hi  my  at  Frtucriektown  and 
Georg,  town,  tin  amount  of  winch  is— 

A t Frederick  town  Doh.  15.871  07 

At  Georgetown  19.7.75  81 

Total  burnt  and  d*  stroy  d or  taken  off  35,626  88 

This  stat  m.-iit  is  sign  d and  authenticated  by  Messrs,  John  J. 
Cox,  John  Maxwell  a..u  James  Biackiston.] 

Easternshore , Maryland. 

SIR— Multipli  d engageirunts  and  forgeifulm ss,  succeeding 
each  other,  have  pr  vented  my  101  warding  to  y'ou  this' statement  of 
the  depredations  committt  d on  my  property  at  Sharp's  Island,  by 
th  • enemy  while  in  the  Ch1  sap  ake.  On  the  12tli  of  April,  wlul* 

I was  in  the  act  of  rcfiiovi.  g my  stock,  &e.  they  landed  upwards 
of  an  hundred  men  and  prevent  d my  r- -moving  any  thi  g.  They 
detained  me  on  the  isl  .nd  until  the  17ih.  in  which  lime  th-y  w.-re 
principally  engaged  in  getting  wat>  r.  Declarations  were  made  by 
admiral  Warren  and  tue  other  officers,  that  every  thing  of  the 
stuck  or  grain  kind,  taken  away  , should  Ik  paid,  lb  , at  a fair  price. 
Admiral  Cockburn  was,  I was  informed,  at  tins  time  sent  up* the 
bay  with  the  advance  detach- n.-nt  of  the  fleet.  A hniral  Ware  n’s 
ship  h id  a f xv  tenders  oidy  r u-ained,  about  the  island.  At  that, 
time  they  took  tw«  nty-  -ight  hogs,  lour  she.  p,  (wi  Ive  cattle,  thir- 
teen  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  iidbrined  me  that  th»y  should 
allow  the  following  prices  lor  them:  hogs,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
ci : ts ; sheep,  two  dollars  a d fifty  c uts;  cuttle,  thirteen  dol- 
lars a piece  j corn,  om-  dollar  p r bush  1.  O11  my  return  to  the 
island  some  w < ks  aft-  nvants,  the  accounts  were  made  out, 
to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  forty-*  ven  dollars,  hills  on 
their  govern  newt  f .-r  the  amount,  except  about  fifty-four  dollars  in 
specie.  Before  I returned  to  the  island,  the  b t had  ail  gone  down 
tlie  bay.  1 understood  from  the  inhabitants,  living  in  sight  of  th. 
Island,  that  the  enemy  had  paid  th.*  isiand  another  v isit  anti  iiad 
made  a general  sweep  of  the  stock.  O . my  arrival  at  the  island  I 
found  it  too  true.  They  had  taken  ail  -uy  sh  -up,  in  number  ninety- 
one  ; sixty-fiv*  of  which  were  one-half  and-  three-fourths  blood 
merinos,  and  one  full  blood  rain,  which  cost  me*  ninety-five  dollars, 
eighteen  head  of  cattle  and  about  twenty  liogs.  Tli-.y  left  a hill  on 
their  government  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 
casii  to  the  amount  of  forty.  They  took  ail  the  poultry,  shot  in  a 
wanton  manner  one  of  the  finest  boars  which  this  country  Could 
produce,  and  which  was  unuh  admired  »*y  admiral  Warren  lor  his 
uncommon  bautyam!  br  ed,  and  who  forbid,  asa  tavor  tome,  that 
hi*  should  be  disturbed.  They  bayou,  ted  others,  which  they  Eft 
wounded,  and  which  would  have  lx  en  lost,  had  my  ovevst  r not 
saved  apart  by  killing  them.  They  left  nothing  for  I lie  sheep  only 
a promise  of  two  d lars  per  head.  1 have  estimate  d my  loss,  arising 
principally  from  this  last  visit,  at  twelve  hundred  and  three  dollars, 
as  will  appear  by  the  follow  ing  statement : 

[H  re  follows  a detaili  d statement  of  the  value  of  the  articles 

taken.] 

I wifi  give  those  prices  to  any  person  who  will  reinstate  the  same 
number  of  stock  and  nine,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  or  deliver  them 
at  any  of  my  ianus,  the  ram  excepted,  45  1 have  raised  others. ul  the, 


same  kind.  The  injury  done  me  by  breaking  ti^»  the  flock  of  sh  p 
i far  beyoed  the  prices  stated,  as  they  cannot  fie  t*.  ii-stnt  d Sir  se>  r- 
lal  years.  The  destruction  of  the  ram  was  a wanton  outrage,  as  he 
was  not  fit  to  be  eaten.  He  was  i ayon#  ted  and  I Indies  <-  left  on  toe 
island.  This  I pr  sume  was  aimed  at  our  m.uiiifacUue?. 

There  will  lie  a loss  of  at  last  20p<-r  ci -nt.  upon  th  * lulls  if  sold 
li>*iv,  and  probably  a total  loss  it  I wait  for  tin*  Brit  id  1 governin'-:  t 
;o  pay  th,  m.  Add  this  to  the  amount  above  given,  makes  the  total 
loss  1,203  dollars.  Your  friend  and  servant, 

JACOB  GIBSON. 

Marengo,  18th  July,  1813. 

James  Nabb,  esq.  near  Easton « 

Talbot,  county,  set. 

On  the  20th  July,  1813.  ca  ne  Jacob  Gibson,  esq.  be. fore  me,  n.-.'e 
ofthejustic- s of  tlie  peace  forth*  state  of  Maryland,  and  for  Talbot 
county  aforesaid  a:  d made  oath  011  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that'  what  is  contained  in  th-*  within  instrument  of 
w riting,  is  just  and  true,  as  slated,  as  near  as  he  can  ascertain. 

WILLIAM  HARRISON. 

(Copy.) 

U.  States'  frigate  Adams,  July  24,  1813. 
SIR— I have  the  honor  to  em-los-  the  copy  «*f  a l>  it • v*  fro  n lie.i- 
t nant  Read,  giving  the  particulars  of  the  loss  of  th>-  schooner  A-p, 
and  tlie  inhuman  conduct  of  the  enemy  to  lira*  commander.  Mr. 

S gourm  y.  Another  letter  from  lieutenant  Read  of  the  same  dat  *, 
mentions  that  no  part  of  tlie  em-o.y’s  force  wer.  then  above  Black* 
stoic  -’s  island.  He  further  states,  that  in  their  attempts  to  land  oil 
the  Virginia  shore, they  hav*-  been  invariably  repulsed. 

Very  resp  etfuily,  &c. 

C.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  Win.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

(Copy.) 

United  States'  cutter  Scorpion. 

Potomac,  July  23d,  Mi 3. 

SIR, — It  is  with  much  pain  I have  to  inform  you  <>■  tlie.  <1  ath  of 
poor  S -gouruey,  who  was  killed  a f w days  ago  (I  cannot  say 
when)  gallantly  defending  his  v.--sel.  Me  was  attacked  whilst  lying 
m Kinsale  er.-i'k,  by  lhr<-'  launches,  and  aft  r a sharp  rout,  st  beat 
th;  in  ini*  They,  how  ver,  on  gaining  tin  mouth  of  the  creek  wi 
r in  forced  by  two  more,  and  again  lvin-w.-tl  tlie  conilict.  About 
tl-.is  time  Mr.  Sigourney  got  wounded  through  the  l»udy.  Tlie 
ei*.  w on  seeing  hiui  tall,  having  no  officer  capable  of  h ading  tliein, 
jun  j).  d overboard  and  gained  the  slmr,  ; when  the  enemy,  who  by  , 
liiis  lime  succeeded  in  g- tting  on  hoard  finding  the  colors  siul 
flying  and  St-gouruey  sitting  up,  barbarously  Knocked  his  braa.s 
nut  with  tlie  butt  end  ol  a musk  t. 

At  tlie  commencement  of  the  action,  Mr.  S 'guiiruey  thinking 
them  too  strong  lor  him.  had  rati  the  schooner  on  shore,  in  which 
situation  the  enemy  found  hir,  and  not  being  able  to  g t .her  oil, 
set  11  r on  fir  *.  The  militia,  how  ev*.  r,fw!n>  must  have  been  slow  in 
collecting)  by  tiiis  time  got  own  and  beat  them  oil",  retook  the 
schooner  and  extinguished  the  flames. 

They  have  since  bnri.  d Mr.  Segounv-y  with  the  honors  of  War. 

1 have  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  crew. 

1 am,  sir,  v<  ry  resp.  etfuily, 

GEO.  C.  READ. 

Captain  Charles  Morris,  United  States'  frigate  Adams. 

F.  S.  Ail  this  I hav  from  authority  which  cannot,  be  doubted. 
Extract  tf  a letter  from  midshipman  H.  M.  M'Cliniock,  dated 
Kinsale,  July  19/ /i,  1813,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  department . 

“ We  were  attacked  by  fi(*e  boats  ; we  continued  doing  the  same 
as  before,  hut  having  so  1 w men  we  were  unabl-  to  ivp.1  the  ene- 
my; when  tlu-y  lioardi-d  us  they  refused  giving-  any  quarters} 
tin  r,  wen*  upwards  of  fifty  men  on  our  decks,  which  compelled  us 
to  leav.  the  vssel,  as  tiieenemy  had  possession ; tliey  put  heron 
fire  and  r treated.” 

Ex  tract  of  a letter  from  John  Tuberville . major  of  the  2d  brigade, 
inch  regiment  ot  the  Virginia  militia,  dated  Kinsale,  July  20 tin 
1813. 

I arrived,  myself  at  the  place  of  capture  before  the  colors  wire 
low,  red,  anil  am  confident  that,  even  at  that  time,  th-*ir  numbers 
amounting  to  b tween  sixty  and  seventy,  might  hav.  1>  enri  dutid 
one  ijalt,  before  they  could  maKe  tlieir  escape,  could  I have  con.- 
iiianried  tw  nty  deter  mined  men.  The  gallant  commandant  h i 
befi.r  the  enemy  boarded  him,  by  a liall  which  passed  through  h.i 
body,  but  continued  to  fight  U;  the  last  extremity.  When  thud 
were  forty  or  fiity  of  the  enemy  on  deck, one  of  the  schooner’s  crew 
asked  for  quarters,  which  was  denied  him.  At  tiiis  instant,  the  fiw 
men  remaining  made  their  escape  by  swimming  to  the  shore,  an  l 
Mr.  Segouri.ey  was  instantly  shot,  through  the  head.  The  vessel 
was  shortly  s<  t on  fire  and  the  bqrges.ro wed  off.  - The  officers  fought 
bravely, and  Mr.  M'Clintoek defended  tlie  vessel  with  much,  credit 
to  hiinselt}  afr-  r the  commanding  office.  \v«s  wounded.” 

Mom  William  Junes,  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

(Copy.) 

Nenebern,  July  19,  1813. 

SIR— On  Sunday  night  the  11th  imtk/.t,  an  English  fleet 
consisting  of  one  s<  venty-rbur,  three  frigates,  one  brig  and  thr,  e 
schooners,  anchor  d about  one  mile  from  Ocracoke  bar;  about 
da)-urt*ak  w-  were  informed  of  it  on  PoiUnmutli,  by  pri- 
sons from  Ocracoke.  1 imiiiediauly  got  up  and  ordered  the 
cutter  to  get  under  way,  and  run  up  to  Newbcrn  and  give  tlie 
alarm,  which  she  did,  but  made  a very  narrow  escape  from  the 
harge-s,  as  she  wasobiiged  to  heat  over  the  swash  against  wind  :u.d 
tide,  while  the)  could  row  a straight  course.  I believe  admiral 
Cockburn  intend  d to  have  visited  Newbern  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  the  banks, -hut  was  prevented  by  the  cutter  making  ln-r 
escape  to  give  the  alarm : indeed  he  said  such  was  his  intention, 
and  was  much  exasperated  because  the  barges  did  not  take  her.  1 
believe  there  was  as  many  as  twenty-five  barges  that  crossed  the  bar, 
and  I think  th  re  could  not  have  been  less  than  three  thousand 
regulars,  marines  and  sailors,  in  them  : they  captured  the  privateer1* 
bug  Anaconda,  ot  £*e\>  »YovJs,  gfid  tlw  letter  ef  marque  schooner 
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Atlas,  of  Philadelphia,  both  valuable  fast-sailing  vessels  ; tiny  tb*m 
landed  o i Portsmouth  and  Oeraeoke,  and  such  a cruel,  wanton 
des^a  tioii  of  proptrty  was  scarcely  ever  witnessed;  they  broke 
in  pieces  almost  every  species  of  furnitures  cut  open  b-ds,  and 
scattered  the  f athers,  am!  even  carried  their  villainy  to  such  a 
length  as  to  rob  many  women  of  their  children’s  clothes  without 
bating  th-  rn  a s en  d suit  to  their  bucks.  The  officers  pretended 
time  should  be  no  d-  pre  dations  committed,  ami  when  complaints 
were  made  to  them  tie.  y would  say,  “point  out  the  fellow  and  he 
shall  lx;  corrected,”  well  knowing  it  was  impossible  to  identify 
any  one  oft!'.  among  such  a number  ot  strangers.  They  took 
off  the  two  places  two  hundred  cattle,  four  hundred  sheep,  and 
sixteen  hundred  fowls,  for  which  they  pretended  to  pay  the  inha- 
bitants, some  of  whom  1 believe  r«  c-ivif.  mmv  than  compensation, 
and  others  received  nothing:  in  short  tlu-y  have  mined  almost  all 
on  the  pieces.  I had  time  to  send  my  tru  k with  what  bonds  ami 
money  there  are  belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  board  the 
cutter  which  escaped ; I also  had  time  to  bri  g a ti-w  of  the  most, 
valuable  pajx-rx  b longing  to  the  office;  it  is  well  I did,  for  they 
destroyed  my  office  entirely,  every  pap.  r in  it,  both  public  and 
private  ; they  destroy.-d  my  library  and  all  other  property  of  mine 
they  could  find,  about  eight  hundred  dollars  w or  lit ; and  then  sent 
me  on  board  the  seventy-four  where  th  y detained  me  two  days, 
until  they  had  embarked  and  were  read)  to  sail.  I was  on  shore 
two  days  before  they  discovered  I was  a public  officer;  I pre- 
sume tit-  y sent  m.  on  board  to  prevent  observation.  After  they 
hadjk‘>tme  until  they  were  ready  to  start,  they  turned  me  adrift  in 
the  ocean  in  a small  boat  with  four  Spaniards,  not- one  of  whom 
vAs  acquainted  with  the  bar  more  than  mystU,  in  consequence  oi 
winch  we  got  into  the  breakers  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being 
lost;  ail  these  things  were  transacted  under  the  direction  of  the 
humane  admiral  Cuckburn.  I b lirve,  fro>n  tire  conversation  I 
overheard,  that  they  intend  to  visit  Beaufort,  then  Wilmington, 
and  so  on  to  the  southward. 

My  returns  shall  be  made  ns  soon  as  I can  gtt  what  remains  in 
same  kind  of  order.  Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  S.  SINGLETON,  Col. 
Eon.  William  Jones,  acting  secretary  of  the  treasury.- 

On  tin-  morning  of  the  3d  May,  the  day  the  British  under  com- 
ma/ of  admiral  Cockhurn  made  tin-  attack  on  the  town  of  Havre 
de-Grace,  on  my  return  from  the  commons  where  I had  d posit  d 
so m . ammunition,  I observed  an  offic  r on  the  horse  of  Mr.  James 
Wood,  oi  this  place,  a few  paces  in  a S.  W.  direction  of  the  church. 
At  first  sight  I was  of  the  opinion  it  was  one  of  our  officers,  which 
I thought  to  be  adjutant  M-Kir.na,  having  heard  but  a few  mo- 
rn nts  before  the  voice  of  John  O’N-  ill  crying  out  in  words  to  this 
effect,  “damn  it  men  return,  wo  can  c-  rtainly  beat  the  rascals  off.” 
I was  however  deceived,  as  t is  officer  was  the  person  who  took 
O’Neill  prisoner  while  in  the  act  of  inlreating  the  militia  to  re- 
turn. Not  knowing  at  what  time  O’N-ill  was  taken  by  him,  I 
advanced  in  a direction  towards  the  church  tin  my  way  to  the 
magazine,  to  assist  in  carrying  off  more  ammunition,  when  I dis- 
covered in  the  irout  of  the  church  a file  of  marines.  To  the  best  of 
toy  recoil  ctien  I was  then  at  a distance  or  from  100  to  150  yards 
front  the  officer  on  horse-back,  anc!  I think  about  the  same  from 
three  militia-men,  wli'-n  this  officer  (said  to  lie  a lieutenant  West- 
fall)  will  i a drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  it  being  the  only  fag  he 
carried,  cried  out  two  or  three  times,  “ will  you  surrender?'’  one 
ot  tiie  nfiiitia-n)en  mad-  answer,  but  what  it*  was  I could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear,  and  immediate!)  fired  on  him,  ami  it  is  said  wounded 
h.m  in  the  hand.  Finding  «t  impossible  to  reach  tire  magazine,  the 
n a lines  then  being  round  the  church,  which  was  contiguous  to  it, 
I bent  my  course  towards  Mrs.  Sears’  -i  vern  in  hopes  of  finding 
some  of  the.  British  officers  tirer,  and  by  intreaty  to  save  sonre  of 
the  private  property,  which  I was  fearful  would  b.  destroyed.  On 
reaching. Mr.  Sears’ sign-post.  I tour. d the  first  division  of  boats  had 
just  reached  the  wharf,  and  two  large  guns  were-  fired,  one  oi 
vouch  threw  a ballon  the  roof  and  knocked  olf  some  shingles;  th- 
firing  titen  ceased,  when  two  other  gen  th-ruen  with  my  self  advanced 
on  the  wharf  and  asked  for  the  commander  of  that  division  of 
boats.  A person  whom  I suppos.  d to  be  a midshipman  from  Ins 
appearance,  answered  “ captain  Lawrence  will  be  here  directly  ;” 
ht  then  asked  a number  of  questions,  such  as,  have  you  any  news- 
papers, bow  many  militia  have  you  and  where  are  they  stationed, 
win  r is  your  post-office,  &c.  Ike.  to  all  o>  which  we  carefully  a voided 
g vi/ig  any  direct  answer.  Some  of  th  barges  then  warp  d up 
alo.  g side  of  the  wharf,  when  I thought  it  most  prudent  to  leavi 
lire, m,  being  fearful  tiiat  I should  be- made  a prisoner.  I then  walk  <1 
up  towards  the  ferry-house,  followed  by  the  two  gentlemen  who 
want  with  me  on  the  wharf;  vve  were  met  by  an  officer  who  im- 
mediately ordered  us  back.  After  reaching  the  ower  end  of  the 
wiiart  the  ipkishipman  beforementioned  sfid — si  . this  is  captain 
Lawrence,  poi  ting  to  th  officer.  Lawrence-  then  add  re  s d u i 
words  to  tins  ameu  “whai  have  you  got  to  say  for  yourselves; 
Where  is  your  mayor  or- chief  magistrate?”  H was  told  we  had  no 
mayor,  and  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the  place.'  H then  asked. 
“ A) e you  prepared  uninnsom  the  town  ?”  I asked  hiin  what  sum 
he  demand*  cl ; he  saiiwhout  20,000  dollars.  We  told  him  no  such 
sum  could  he  raised.  “ Wiiy  then,”  he  replied,  “d-d  yon  fire  on  us  ? 
had  you  not  done  that, and  hung  out  a flag  we  would  have  treated 
j"ou  letter.”  i thru  asked  him  what  was  ter  intention  in  eom- 
)ng,  and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  acted  had  a flag  been 
hung  out  on  tlu-ir  approach.  To  the  first  question  he  gave  no 
a swer  hut  aft  r a short  pause  observed,  “about  one  half  the  sum 
now  demanded  would  have  been  taken.”  He  was  then  told,  small  as1 
that  might  appear  to  him  it  could  not  have  been  raised.  Then, 
says  hr.  turning  Justify  round, “in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  vour 
town  snail  he  in  flames  ; you  shall  now  feel  the  effects  of  war.?’  The 
said  cgptsin  Lawrence  then  went  into  the  tavern  of  Mrs.  S-*ars  and 
with  two  or  t hree  men  brought  out  a bale  or  box  of  goods  (which 
was  said  to  have  been  lodged  there  the  night  before,  belongingto  a 
•*adv  in  Gt-oi'getovvn)  and  placed  a few  paces  in  front  of  the  house  ; 
aridth'tsr  tftictsr  (name  unknown)  entered  afterwards  And  brought 


out  a second  box,  and  placed  it  near  the  first.  Captain  Lawrence 
then  turned  to  him  ana  said,  “sir.  I have  placed  a guard  here,  we 
must  now  attend  to  other  business;  wr  will  se>*  to  this,”  pointing 
to  the  goods,  “to-night.”  The  order  to  fire  the  houses  was  then 
given,  and  captain  Lawrence  walked  down  street  and  entered  the 
store  of  S.  Hogg  and  co.  the  door  of  which  had  been  previously 
broken  opm,  and  a few  men  were  in  the  act  of  taking  off  wearing 
appar'  1,  fee.  others  had  got  to  the  counting  room  desk  in  search  of 
money,  scattering  the  papers,  &c.  on  the  floor.  The  shameful  act  of 
pilfering  t e goons  was  however  reserved  for  the  redoubtable  captain 
Law-re  nee;  he  it  was  who  first  began  the  shameful  seen*-,  so  tlis- 
grac  ful  to  an  officer,  by  taking  down  knives,  forks,  &<:.  saying, 
4’ha  I the  very  thing  w want,”  and  turning  round  called  in  a fresh 
st  of  plunderers  ami  said  “hoys,  here  is  fine  plunder:”  the  nun  did 
not  wait  as  cond  invitation  ; but  set  in  with  their  worthy  leader, 
a nl  in  a short  time  emptied  the  store,  excepting  some  articles 
which  were  of  little  value. 

WM.  T.  KILLPATRICK. 

P.  S.  When  I found  that  captain  Lawrence  ordered  his  men  m 
the  store  and  gave  the  order  to  plunder,  I remonstrated  with  him 
oil  the  impropriety.  Of  such  proceeding,  and  observed  that  with 
civilized  nations  at  war  private  property  had  always  been  respected. 
He  replied  in  a hasty  manner  “you  ought  to  be  more  particular  in 
your  choice  of  representatives;  you  wanted  war  and  you  shall  now 
ieel  the  ejects.”  W.  T.  K. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fiftli  day  of  June,  1313.  before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  came  James  Wood,  of  Havre-de.- Grace,  before  me  the 
subscriber,  om  of  the  justices  df  the  peace  for  Harford  county,  and 
made  oath  according  to  law ; that  on  Monday  morning  the  3d  of 
-lay,  1813,  between  daylight  and  sunrise,  as  he  was  riding  in  the 
town  of  Havre  de-Grace  he  discovered  some  men  in  the  act  of 
hauling  up  the  shore  a piece  of  artillery  that  had  been  niounti  d on 
the  battery,  a. id  from  th  > ir  dress  and  the  dullness  of  the  morning 
he  took  tin  m to  be  Americans,  nor  did  he  discover  his  mistake  until 
he  was^  made  prisoner  and  compelled  to  dismount ; upon  which 
the  officer  commanding  the  British  immediately  mounted  his 
horse.  A short,  period  after  be  w'as  ordered  on  board  of  a barge  in 
coin pany  with- some  other  prisoners,  which  barge  was  moved  up  to 
Mrs.  S ars’  wharf  in  company  with  other  barges.  Some  short  time 
after  be  discovered  a house  at  some  distance  from  the  water  to  be 
on  fire,  winch  excited  some  surprise ; (the  house  belonged  to  Mr. 
Joins  1'ucker)  he  observed  to  the  cockswain  of  the  boat,  there  was  a 
house  on  fire,  and  asked  if  he  did  not  suppose  it  to  be  set  on  tire  by 
a rocket ; lie  re  plied  “ perhaps  it  might ;”  directly  after,  I saw  the 
British  kindling  a fire  in  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Sears,  and  asked  them 
for  what  that  was  intended ; the  cockswain  answered  to  set  that 
house  on  fire ; I then  asked  them,  why  you  are  not  going  to  hum 
the  building?  The  reply  from  an  officer  on  board  the  same  barge 
(and  who  I believe  had  not  been  on  shore)  was  “yes,  sir,  we  shall 
lay  your  town  iii  ashes ;”  and  in  a few  minutes  I saw  a general 
conflagration  ofti-e  greater  part  of  the  best  buildings  during  the 
time  I remained  on  board,  which  was  until  a very  short  time  before 
they  left  the  place.  I saw  the  officers  a*  well  as  the  men  in  small 
squads  bringing  on  board  the  barges  as  they  lay  at  the  wharf  plun* 
dsred  property  of  almost  every  description,  and  depositing  it;  du- 
ring the  lime  an  officer  brought  on  board  a large  trunk  or  box,  and 
calling  U)  one  of  the  men  said  “I  will  give  yon  two  dollars  to  take 
care  of  this  for  me ; this  is  my  own  plunder ; this  was  a stage- 
passe  ger’s  property,  and  therefore  is  mine.”  He  further  declares 
that  he  has  no  knowkge  of  any  flag  of  truce  being  held  out  by 
the  British,  nor  does  he  believe  there  was  any. 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fiftli  day  of  June,  1813,  beiore  \ 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  cam  - Roxana  Moore,  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  Harford  county,  state  of  Maryland,  and  made  oath 
according  to  law  ; that  on  Monday  morning  the  3d  of  May,  in 
consequence  of  the  firing  of  the  British  into  the  town  of  Havre-de- 
Grace  I lied  lor  safety  (my  husband  being  from  home)  into  the 
Cellar  ot'  the  house  in  which  I lived  ; th.  t upon  the  firing  having 
siopt,  I cann  up,  and  meeting  an  officer  on  horse-back,  and  who 
was  wounded  in  the  hand,  I applied  to  him  for  protection,  fearing 
i jury  from  some  of  the  men.  He  replied,  “I  will  not  hurt  you  nor 
shall  my  men,  but  I will  burn  your  hous I answered  him  I 
could  not  get  out  of  it  with  my  little  children.  He  replied  “then  I 
will  hum  yOur  house  with  you  and  your  children  in  it.”  They  pro- 
ceeded a little  furiht  r,  and  after  having  set  fire  to  my  neighbor 
Richard  Mansfield’s  tavern-house,  a number  of  them  returned  and 
began  to  pillage  ami  plunder.  They  took  tilt*  whole  of  my  bed 
Clones,  my  own  clothes,  and  all  my  children’s,  even  to  my  youngest 
child’s,  a baby  not  two  months  old,  together  with  my  cradle  furni- 
ture . Upon  my  soliciting  them  to  spare  me  some  fi  w things,  one 
replied,  “I  will  take  everything  I can,  its  what  we  came  for,”  and 
immediately  seized  a shawl  from  around  my  neck,  and  which  was 
at  tnattime  nearly  all  the  covering  ny  little  baby,  whom  I held  in 

y arms  had,  anc!  carried  it  away ; they  more  than  once  put  fire  to 
till  house,  !>yt  from  the  exertions  of  some  of  my  neighbors  it  was 
as  often  pyt'out. 

She  further  declares  that  she  never  saw  any  flag  of  truce  held 
out  by  the  British,  nor  does  she  b-  lieve  there  was  any. 

ROXANA  MOORE. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813,  before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  came  Richard  Mansfield,  a citizen  of  Havre-tU  -Grace, 
before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  Harlbftl 
count),  M u-)  land,  and  made  oath  according  to  law  ; that  on  Mon- 
day morning,  the  third  of  May,  1813,  being  in  hss  own  house  about 
sunrise  and  viewing  the  British  barges  as  they  came  up  the  river, 
they  keeping  up  a continual  firing  into  the  town  until  they 
readied  Mrs.  Sears’  wharf,  being  about  two  hundred  yards  below 
this  deponent’s,  when  the  firing  ceased,;  they  then  landed,  and  as 
well  as  lie  could  discover,  at  the  dtstaude  from  which  lie  stood,  im 
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snetBati-ly  launched  a twenty-four  pounder  on  board  a ferry-boat,  13  due  to  England,  wonderfully  called  the  iC  shield  O 

aifLcieu  humanity,”  and  the  leader  of  the  league, 
mat  further  attention  should  be  paid  to  her  move- 
men  is. 

l.i  her  treaty  with  Sweden,  which  is  well  exposed 
by  Cobbctt's  remarks  annexed,  (and  they  are  of  that 
kind  that  “ he  who  runs  may  re  id”)  see  page  50,  En~ 

holy  and  undi-. 


which  biigrd  hm',as  sin  began  to  s tik  in  the  wat>  r as  soon  as  they 
Jnovi-d  her  out,  and  in  af  w niinut  s went  down  ; during  this  ti  ne 
two  ol  the  barg  a kept  moving  slowly  up  towards  this  deponent’s, 
and-as  soon  as  they  landed,  a petty  officer  nin  to  this  deponent’s 
ferry-hoatand  call  a out“tli  re  is  nothing  in  her}”  “east  her  o if,” 
was  the,  reply,  which  was  instantly  done.  Tins  d po  tent  and  his 
sou  being  at  thi^s  time  on  the  wharf,  discovered  a Biitish  officer  on 
horse-back  witli  several  men  at  bis  heels,  making  to  his  house, 

upon  which  ho  returned  and  met  them  a f w yards  in  front  of  1 , . . . 

his  house,  'l'his  officer  whose  name  this  d potvnt  since  learned  j gluiia  agrees,  III  the  name  Of  the  )h 


wa,  lieutenant  W slfali,  and  who  was  wounded  through  the  hand,  , vided  trinity,  without  even  t killg  the  trouble  to  give 
immediately  ordered  th,  house  to  be  s.  t on  fire.  This  deponent  rm.  >,  ...  rrnt!Ilc.i  ln  u . nosscss  the 

remonstrated  against  such  procedure,  urging  its  h-iog  unptvcc-  * /0l  cona  lt-  U)  J'.1  i of  1 

dented  among  civiiii  d n ;t;ons  at  war,  to  >uru  am!  destroy  private  “ 1 wful  king  OI  Denmark,  <)t  his  * lawful  donu- 
prouerty : that  when  nations  were  at  war  all  public  prop,  rty  be-  ni0ns  {UKl  l0  ,nn  X them  t ) the  territories  of  a lute 
came  lair  objects  of  destruction,  but  that  private  property  had;  .,  , • ...  . ..  1 .1  1 r 

heretofore  b.en  r spected.  except  such  as  might  unfortunately  he)  reiiegado  Ulkl  CUL-thl'Oat,  MOW  the  acknowledged 
injured  by  the  usual  and  customary  node  of  wartar> , or  that  might,  “ legitimate”  crown  prince  of  Sweden  / — Yet  this  is 
be .taken  as  provision^  His  r-  ply  was -‘by  G-y  ij .sh.mld  be  burnt.’’!  raere  U pe  Gf  her  Won  ton  Violation  of  those  laWS 
1 Ins  deponent  and  a Mr.  King  wiio  tame  with  the  officer,  solicited  (r.  - 1 . , . . 


•ponent and ; 
lie  moveable  property 
i n the4  A 


for  t 

tur  \ staling  to  hi  u that  that,  was  th 

and  was  ail  In  had.  He  r.-pli- d generally,  i>y  ord  n'  g Ins  men  to  I 
burn.  During  this  co.iv-  rsation  the  men  wer-  in  tin  house,  break- 


in  tlie  house,  it  b.-ing  furi 
deponent*! 


ie  anects  to  revere,  as  seen  in  her  conduct  with 
ly  dep  ud  nee,j  r sped  to  Sicily. 

The  king  of  tiie  “ two  Sicilies,”  in  the  year  1805, 

ing  and  destroying  every  thing  b. for  them.  Mr.  King  then  b g-j  OSt  the  whole  of  his  continental  possessions,  tilt: 
d tile  officer  lor  one  hour,  saying  that  w hat<  v.t  could  not  be  j^njr  ]()m  0f  N ,ptes,  beiltV  about  three  fourths  of 
red  in  that  time  might  go.  The  officer s r -ply  was,  “one  hour,  , 0 . , . r.  , . , 

hoiwe.”  I.uini  diat- ly ' bis  territory,  by  lus  hostility  to  France  and  devotion 

n four  to  England ; and  .Murat  the.  brother-in-law  of  .A’a- 


saveu  111  mat  time  mignt  go. 
no  by  G— d,  not  five  miiiut  s;  burn  tiiat 
they  commenced,  and  had  the  dwi  liing  house  on  fin 

l'im  'l: *"*?'*'  to*  tUrV , W;lh I poleon bolds  'it  as  king.  At  all  times  and  on  all  oc- 

Mi.  ivn  g.  continiietl  to  solicit  ’or  p emission  to  save  some  lunii-  ■ , o . . , 

tiuv;  auer  some  lime,  lieutenant  We* full  obsers  d,  “ you  mayjC.lSlons  ilaS  Sicily  been  “ the  most  obedient  humble 

he 


save  what  jom  can,  and  wiiat  you  can  s,:ve  shall  tot  tie  disturbed*”  ,eivaiu”  of  England  ; every  resource  of  the  islarv 
1.x.  rtions  were  then  made  liv  this  d.  poi.nt,  his  son,  and  Mr.!  . . ,,,  1 : ,1  ,.  . />  ...  , . , _ „„  / 

King,,  to  save  Iron  thed-voufiig  HameS,  whicn  proved  suce  ssful  disposed  of  by  tile  jifilish  ambassador  as  h 

for  a short  time ; hut  a tVw  minutes  convinet  d us  vvliat  little  d - t lOUgilt  might  best  subserve  toe  “common  cause.' 


pendenc;  was  fo  be  plae-d  on  th  w irri  of  a British  officer,  as  t!nj 
men,  aided  by  uffic  rs,  carried  off  W ’at  had  h •.  ti  by  great  exer- 
tions and  eo  ski- -ruble  risk  saved  from  the  fia  nes.  The  enemy  > ad 
keen  busily  employed  breaking,  destroying,  and  carrying  away, 
until  the  tla  n s got  to  such  a ii  iglit  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  go 
Mi. ‘no  the  walls,  j'ln-y  then  com  a-  need  upon. such  property  a« 
this  deponent  i.ia  l sav  d,  carrying  od' . vi  ry  portable  aniel  , ii..til 
their  barges  w r-  stow,  i ; tripping  up  iieds,  throwing  the  feathers 
to  tiie  ur.  cutting  up  chairs,  nr.  aking  open  desks  fee.  &c.  The 
office)-  who  uiadejlie  attack  «n  a walnut  desk,  refused  to  have  it 
tini-  yk  d,  but  alt.  r breaking  open  the  lid  discovered  tin  inner  door, 
rxuliingiy  esclai  nod,  ah  l f am  us  d to  such  tilings,  or,  I am  ac- 
quainted with  opening  desks — or  some  xpr-ssion  to  that  amount ; 
and  imui  I atel)  broke  it  open  apd  ci‘,  .time  d his  search  as  if  for 
money.  \ft  r having  destroyed  and  earn  d o f nearly  the  whole  of 
this  deponent’s  property,  am!  s ei  g th<-  buildings  burnt  down, 
they  moved  down  to  Mrs.  Stars’  wharf^  and  joined  the  other  barg  -s. 
This  deponent  was  then  advised  by  some  of  his  friend,  to  apply  to 
some  ol  tlr  ofiic  rs,  ao  I '•ndcavo.-'tog  t sonu- ofhis  prop,  rt)' oack  ; 
which  he  did,  but  found  such  obstacles  in  the  way  that,  after  get- 
ting a looking-glass  and  some  two  or  tmve  arti'-lcs  of  small  vatu  -, 
h gave  it  up.  But  upon  meeting  the  admiral  in  p.  rson  lie  re- 
newed !iis  application,  an  ! after  so  n.  time  was  dir.  cted  t)  go  011 
boxrd  and  gi  t whotiie  could.  The <1  nonent  then  stated  the  impos- 
sioili'y  of  sueceetli.ng  without  an  offi  • r to  accompany  him.  An 
o/fic.  r was  sent— l>ut  after  repeated  attempts  to  get  some  of  his 
property  he  was  from  the  abuse  and  threats  of  b.  ing  run  through 
witii  a sw.ir  i from  an  officer  of  marines,  tor  claiming  his  property, 
compel!  -d  to  d'din  any  further  ex  rtions  after  getting  another 
looking-glass  a d a f w .nor  - trifling  articles. 

This  deponi  nt’s  obs  ivations  being  confined  to  his  own  house 
and  its  immediate  neighborhood,  which  was  a:  the  upper  end  of 
The  village,  h • was  not  aney  -wit  i ss  to  their  savag— like  conduct 
generally.  In  onedw.  liing  house  and  grocery  store,  the  property  of 
Mr.  George  Burtoll,  which  stood  a f w rods  h low,  and  in  front  of 
this  depone) it’s,  he  saw  the  enemy  pin  idering,  and  breaki  g very 
tiling  to  pit  c sand  indeed  by  setting  it  on  fir.--  and  burning  it 
down.  A number  of  houses  w -r  - set  011  fire  that  were  not  con- 
sumed. A number  they  ody  roe  be’ I and  broke  the  doors  and  win- 
dows. mong  the  latter  was  th v.  church,  in  w liicli  not  one  solitary 
window  was  I ft  whole.  During  the  time  this  deponent  w;.s  on 


lOUgUl  llligl 

In  ftcl  a \vn>,  in  every  essential  quality,  a province 
> Great  Britain. 

Tiie  king,  since  his  flight  from  tiie  continent,  has 
several  tunes  been  imprisoned  in  his  own  palace* 
guarded  by  British  soldiers,  as  the  caprice  of  the 
British  minister  directed  ; who  dictated  all  his  mea- 
,nre whether  they  regarded  the  home  or  foreign 
relations  of  the  state  ; and  punished  him  for  the  will 
nat  would  sometimes  manifest  itself  to  regulate  his 
own  affairs.  He  now  is  a close  prisoner,  and  the 
British , Without  disguise,  govern  the  island  for— — — 
“ the  deliverance  of  Europe  !” 

Tue  queen,  uut  of  tiie  emperor  of  Austria,  and 
."rand  daughter  of  -Maria  Theresa,  a high  spirited 
woman,  w.is  tiie  very  soul  of  the  opposition  that 
the  king  of  Sicily  gave  to  France.  But  finding'  the 
British  yoke  actually  imposedqhite  as  intollerable  as 
t e Drench  was  apprehended'  to  be — she,  retaining 
m full  her  hatred  to  the  latter, attempted -to  weaken 
he  influence  of  the  former,  and  regain  fir  her  hus- 
oand,  his  freedom,  and  with  it  the  authority  that  be- 
longed to  him  as-a  king.  The  design  failed — Lord 
Bentinck  charged  her,  with  being  under  “ French 
influence ,”  made  a state  prisoner  of  the  king,  and 
t reated  her  as  < rebel 
“ the  deliverance  of  Europe  /” 

A bused  as  a vassal,  where  it  war  her  province  to 
command,  by  insolent  foreigners — she  solicited  leave 
of  the  Bi  itish  ambassador  to  retire  to  Austria.  Lord 
Bentinck  was  “ most  graciously  pleased”  to  grant 


;h  it  he  immediately  saw  and  knew.  Amo..?  which  was  Jam -s  Constantinople  ; where  the  Turk  received  her  COUf* 
iriS4.SS»9&lSSS.*'' “"“Sly  ana  perm:!  ted ‘her  to  pass  through  his  domi- 


Mrs.  Scars  wharf  and  on  board  the  barges  he  solicited  for  the  . , , c ' li  u . u b r 

prisoners,  citiz-ns  of  tin-  town,  to  be  set  at  liberty— aaminir  those  Pefliles^»  Hnd  she  was  forwarded  by  .lie  Way  Ol 

that  b 1 *'  ' --  - - ' 4 - “ ' 

Sears, 

Irishn.au— i.oui  oi  wnien  were  in  the  most  posn..v  . . rr.  , 

fused.  And  as  soon  as  o’n.  ii’s  na  iie  was  mentioned,  the  officer  to'  Bions  by  land  t«  Vienna  ; a long*  and  pain tul  journey* 
whom  the  application  was 
ha  " 

parole.  I iiis  deponent  declares  hr  has  no  k.mwl  ge  of  any  flag  of 
truce  being  sent  by  the  British,  nor  does  lieo  lieve  there  was  any 
_ , . . B.  MANST1ELD. 

Sworn  to  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813,  b fore 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 

(To  be  concluded.) 


mom  the  apj.lieatiou  was  made  r.-pli  d,  no— swearing  he  would  OVer  the  WOl'St  possible  roads,  Ulld  through  a semi- 
nvt*  O Neil  hung  it  he  could*  O N'  il  fiiis  siuct*  been  disciidrirfd  on  ^ » i 1 , ir  j • . i 

arolc.  This  deponent <K*htivs  h-  has  no  k.iowi  ffe  of  anv  flaff  ofi  °.a‘ °aroUS  couni  rJ5  11  ^ Capable  of  affording*  those 

ittle  comforts  that  her  age  and  situation  required. 


Kingdom  ot  Sicily. 

In  the  supplement  that  issued  with  the  last  num- 
ber of  the  weekly  register,  page  83,  in  an  article 
beaded  with  tiie  high-sounding  words  “ Deliverance 
of  Europe was  briefly  noticed  some  of  the  basi 
proceedings  of  the  hypocrites  who  use  them.  But  it 


I feel  for  tins  queen  no  other  commisseration  than  I 
should  have  for  any  other  old  woman  driven  from  her 
oome  by  vdlians.  There  is  nothing  in  royalty  that 
excites  any  sensibility.  But  what  will  the  English 
(I  mean  the  knot,  in  the  United  Slates  who  prate 
o us  of  Bonaparte's  injustice  to  Ferdinand)  sav 
to  it?  Whatever  there  is  to  excite  a reverence 
or  royal  blood  is  presented  in  the  case  of  the  queen 
>f  Sicily ; for  she  is  a woman,  and  descended  from 
lie  most  illustrious  of  her  breed,  and  has  every 
pretension  to  “ legitimacy”  that  royalty  can  boast cf 
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The  poor  miserable  tool  Ferdinand  was  charged  by 
his  own  father  with  a design  to  murder  him,  and 
acknowledged  by  lus  mother  (a  wanton  strumpet) 
to  be  the  fruit  of  her  intercourse  with  Go doy,  a low- 
lived and  infamous  creature.  But  tins  does  not  les- 
sen the  infamy  of  Napoleon' s conduct,  m my  opinion  ; 
though  it  should  have  great  weight  with  those  who 
reverence  the  blood  of  princes.  Wdl  they  agree 
with  me  that  monarchy  is  altogether  a roguery  ? — 
an  i cease  to  cant  about  the  cause  of  libei'ty  in  Spain , 
to  oe  effected  by  the  British , who  destroy  liberty  in 
Sicily  P Will  they  unite  in  repressing  and  repel- 

ling every  thing  that  savors  of  monarchy,  and  cleave 
to  this  republic  as  the  last  hope  of  freedom,  and  unite 
in  exciting  a “holy  hatred”  of  kings,  and  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  them  ? 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  by 
thd  queen  of  Sicily  to  the  British  ambassador,  previ- 
ous to  her  leaving  the  country;  which  none  of  the 
English  above  ailuded  to,  have  yet  noticed  in  their 
newspapers : 

“ Lord  Beutinch — Notwithstanding  the  present 
extraordinary  and  irregular  proceeding  of  your 
court,  to  force  me,  the  queen  of  the  two  Sicilies, 
by  birth  archduches  of  Austria,  to  abandon,  alter 
an  union  of  45  years,  the  king  my  spouse,  and  my 
family,  to  retire  into  my  native  country,  under  the 
specious  but  false  pretexts — sometimes  of  my  pre- 
tended correspondence  with  the  common  enemy, 

an  atrocious  calumny  ! of  which  1 defy  any  one  to 

ring  the  slightest  valid  proof,]  and  sometimes  the 
violent  propensity  I betrayed,  as  it  is  s od,  to  create 
obstacles  to  the  project  of  the  English  government 
to  change  the  constitution  under  which  Sicily  has 
Existed  so  many  ages  ; notwithstanding,  I am  ver) 
far  from  acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  British 
government,  of  which  God  has  rendered  me  quite 
independent  by  birth,  I do  not  feel  less  the  necessi- 
ty of  submitting  to  the  order  it  prescribes;  since 
this  submission  appears  the  only  means  or  preserv- 
ing the  interest  of  my  family,  to  which  having  de- 
voted myself  during  the  whole  of  my  toilsome  ca- 
reer, I do  not  hesitate  to  make  this  last  sacrifice, 
though  it  may,  perhaps,  cost  me  my  Life. 

“ l declare,  then,  to  you,  my  lord,  and  through 
you  to  your  court,  that,  to  this  consideration  only, 
and  not  to  any  other,  1 yield — and  am  ready  to.  set 
out  towards  the  end  of  tile  present  month,  to  return 
to  the  dominions  of  the  emperor  of  Austria,  my  au- 
gust kinsman  and  nephew. 

“ I must  decline  going  to  Sardinia,  as  I do  not 
choose  to  be  separated  from  every  branch  of  my  fa- 
mily, and  as,  at  my  time  of  life,  the  separation 
must  be  expected  to  be  final ; I wish  likewise  to 
avoid  dying  in  a foreign  land. 

“ I wish  that  in  making  the  arrangements  for  my 
return  to  my  native  country,  the  voyage  may  be  ren- 
dered as  short  and  as  little  toilsome  as  possible ; my 
ag~,  and  my  health  destroyed  by  twenty  years  of 
pain,  of  chagrin,  and  persecution  of  every  kind,  do 
not  even  leave  me  the  hope  of  terminating  this  jour- 
ney. 

“ In  submitting  to  this  act  of  violence,  as  T cannot 
nor  ought  not  to  forget  what  is  due  to  my  birth  and 
rank,  I demand,  I claim,  the  previous  execution  ot 
the  following  conditions  ; and  I am  persuaded,  my 
lord,  that  you  will  both  consent  and  hasten  the  ful- 
filment of  them. 

“ 1.  That  an  arrangement  shall  be  made  to  secure 
to  my  creditors  payments  of  their  demands,  not  be 
ing  willing  to  quit  Sicily,  and  fail  in  so  sacred  a du- 
ty. I demand  also,  that  measures  shall  be  taken 
for  the  restitution  of  my  diamonds,  which  are  depo- 
sited in  die  bank  of  Palermo. 

“ 2."  There  shall  be  delivered  to  me,  as  soon  as 


possible,  a sum  equal  to  the  expences  of  a jour- 
ney so  long  and  so  remote  as  I shall  be  compell- 
ed to  undertake,  with  a retinue  befitting  the  rank  in 
which  providence  has  placed  me. 

“ 3.  That  there  shall  be  secured  to  me  a sum  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  this  rank  in  the  country  to  which  I 
shall  retire,  and  that  it  shall  oe  paid  every  6 months 
in  advance, 

“ 4.  That  permission  to  depart  shall  be  granted  to 
every  person  whom  I may  be  willing  to  aiu.ch  to  mv 
service,  and  to  that  of  my  son  Leopold,  who  accom- 
panies his  unfortunate  mother;  and  that  those  who 
receive  pay  from  me,  or  pensions  from  the  Sicilian 
government, shallreceive  an  assurance  that  they  shall 
be  transmitted  v herever  I may  reside. 

“ 5.  Lastly, 'that  there  shall  be  placed  at  my  dispo- 
sition, a frigate  belonging  to  the  King,  a corvette, 
and  the  necessary  transports,  on  board  which  my  re- 
tinue and  my  equipage  may  be  embarked  ; and  I 
request  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  captain  of 
the  frigate,  for  my  particular  tranquility,  being  in 
the  greatest  dread  of  travelling  by  sea. 

“ I have  reason  to  believe,  my  lord,  that  you  will 
find  nothing  but  is  reasonable  and  convenient  in 
my  demands,  the  execution  of  which  is  indispensa- 
ble to  a journey  as  long  as  it  is  toilsome,  and  to 

which  your  government  compels  me. Your 

instructions,  according,  to  my  information  from 
England,  are  to  make  use  of  your  influence  over  the 
Sicilian  government,  to  dispose  it  to  make  all  neces- 
sary and  convenient  arrangements  which  may  be 
required.  If  you  have  hitherto  demonstrated  ex- 
treme perseverance  and  firmness  in  obliging  me  to 
make  a sacrifice  of  my  existence,  I have  reason  to 
hope,  my  lord,  that  without  you  depart  from  the 
orders  of  your  court,  you  will  maintain  the  same 
character  in  order  to  insure  the  last  days  of  a prin- 
cess, the  victim  of  all  kind  of  misfortunes,  and  to 
whom  your  government,  and  the  English  nation  it- 
self, wdi  one  day  or  other  tender  the  justice  that  she 
merits. 

“ 1 transmit  you  this  letter  by  the  hands  of  gener- 
al  Macfarlane,  to  whom  I owe  infinite  gratitude  and 
thanks  for  the  delicate  manner  in  which  lie  has  borne 
himself  towards  me  and  which  makes  me  desirous 
of  continuing  to  receive  through  him,  any  farther 
explanations  of  their  painful  affair. 

“1  beg  you  will'" offer  my  compliments  to  lady 
Ren  thick,  whose  feeling  heart,  I am  persuaded,  par- 
ticipates and  deplores  my  unmerited  sufferings. 
April,  1813/’ 


||t of  m ggrt*. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Rtissian  Mediation. — “On  this  subject,  so  interest- 
ing to  every  class  of  our  readers,  (says  the  National 
Intelligencer J no  further  official  information,  we  be- 
lieve, has  yet  been  received  by  government.  The 
British  ministerial  prints  ridicule  the  idea  of  accept- 
ing* the  mediation  of  any  third  power  and  employ 
all  their  influence,  such  as  it  is,  against  it.  And 
we  have  no  recent  circumstance  on  which  we  place 
much  reliance,  which  favors  t.he  idea  of  its  accept- 
ance by  the  .British  government.  The  only  indica- 
tion of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  respect  the  friendly  interference,  of  Rus- 
sia, is  the  intimation  contained  in  the  late  English 
papers  that  lord  Walpole  has  sailed  for  St.  Peters- 
burg ; with  what  object  is  not  stated.  A gentle- 
man of  high  respectability,  now  in  London,  writing 
to  his  friend  in  this  country  however,  suggests  an 
opinion,  or  rather  a hope  prevalent  in  certain  circles 
m England,  that  our  ministers  will  not  be  suffered 
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to  leave  St.  Petersburg  without  an  effort  by  the  Bri- 
tish authorities  towords  an  amicable  settlement  of 
our  differences.  This  hope,  frail  as  it  is,  is  all  we 
have  to  rely  on  ; and  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
state  our  views  of  the  subject,  to  prevent  erroneous 
impressions  in  this  respect  from  gaining  ground/’ 

It  is  stated  that  our  people  are  very  scantily  fed 
and  basely  treated,  at  Quebec.  Many  ot  them  die 
daily.  “ British  humanity” 

It  is  the  infamous  cupt.  Elliott,  who  suffered  his 
school-fellow  capt.  Hart , of  Kentucky,  to  be  murder- 
e t by  the  savages,  that  was  on  board  the  British 
fleet  on  Erie,  and  now  is  a prisoner.  The  whole  arc 
marched'  to  C/uhcothe.  If  they  were  sent  round  to 
Canada,  by  the  wav  of  JYew  Orleans,  it  warn  id  be  a 
just  retaliation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy,  ir. 
tins  respect. 

The  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  who  had  charge  of 
the  public  stores  which  were  set  fire  to  at  Suckett's 
Harbryr  in  Way  last,  was  arrested  by  order  of  corn. 
Chawncey,  on  "a  charge  of  cowardice,  tried  by  a court 
martial,  and  most  honorably  acquitted  on  that 
ch  o ge  ; but  ordered  to  receive  a private  reprimand 
for  not  putting  fire  to  the  stores  sooner  than  he  re- 
luctantly did,  as  required  by  his  superior  officer. 

Some  hints  are  thrown  out  that  induces  us  to  be- 
lieve that  the  very  valuable  cargo  of  the  British  brig 
Ann,  sent  a prize,  and  a good  prize,  into  Newbern, 
was  expressly  shipped  at  Liverpool  to  be  smuggled 
into  the  United  States.  We  rejoice  that  the  goods 
have  changed  owners.  It  is  intimated  that  some 
folks  in  Baltimore  had  a concern  in  this  business. — 
We  pray  that  they  may  be  ferretted  out. 

Flour  has  risen  in  Baltimore  to  7 or  8 dollars  per 
barrel.  Immense  quantities  are  going  on  by  inland 
conveyance,  to  the  eastern  ports,  “ not  blockaded,” 
where,  by  “neutrals,”  it  goes  direct  to  Halifax.  This 
must  be  stopped.  It  is  disgraceful  beyond  precedent, 
and  injurious  b -yond  calculation.  Feed  the  forces  ol 
the  enemy,  apd  let  him  smuggle  his  goods  into  the 
United  S'ates,  and  he  will  gladly  agree  that  the  war 
sfr.dl  last  forever.  Tiie  export  of  provisions  should 
be  absolutely  prohibited.  The  stales  that  are  the 
growers  would  rej  b e at  such  a law,  for  they  honest- 
ly want  peace;  and  very  well  know  that  tiie  only 
way  to  obtain  ail  honest  peace  is  to  give  all  possible 
effect  to  the  war.  Those  who  have  nothing  to  sell 
will  oppose  such  a law  ; but  we  hope  it  will  pass  im 
mediately  on  the  meeting  of  congress,  and  that  every 
resource  of  the  country  will  he  ponded  to  the  com- 
mon object  of  distressing  the  enemy,  as  leading  to 
justice. 

Singular  present. An  officer  belonging  to  the 

Erie  fleet,  has  sent  as  a present  to  his  friend,  Mr. 
Clay,  speaker  of  the  house  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  the  NAIL  wi  h which  the  British 
commodore  had  fastened  his  flag  to  die  mast.  How 
pitiful  after  that,  to  strike  to  an  inferior  force  ? But 
our  tars  know  better  “ how  to  nail  ’em.” 

The  enemy  squadrons  off  New- London  and  in  the 
Chesapeake  have  been  very  quiet  and  peaceable  since 
our  last. 

Mr.  Lurcher  (says  the  Mb  any  Argus)  a member  of 
the  Troy  Greens,  and  the  only  one  of  that  corps, 
we  are  told,  who  turned  out  at  the  call  of  his  coun- 
try, states  in  tlfe  last  Northern  Budget,  that  one  po- 
litical party  offered  to  provide  for  his  family  if  he 
went  into  the  service,  and  the  other  political  part) 
offered  to  pay  his  Jive  if  he  would  stay  at  home. 

British  frigates. — The  enemy  is  building  many 
vessels  apparently  for  the  express  purpose  of  fight- 
ing for  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar;  and  to  regain,  ir 
the  estimation  of  the  multitude,  the  honor  he  ha: 
lost.  We  say  of  the  “vulgar,”  because  no  well  in- 
formed man  can  be  duped  by  the  names  they  give 


these  new  vessels,  calling  them  razees  or  fri-raVT, 
when  in  truth  they  arc  really  ships  of  theline.^  For 
instance,  we  learn  from  a Lon  (Ion  paper,  that  the 
Achbar  frigate,  is  fitting  out  at  Woolwich,  “to  car- 
ry 64  very  heavy  guns.”  No  doubt  her  main  batte- 
ry will  consist  of  42  pounders  ; and  her  strength  and 
weight  of  metal  be  fully  double  that  of  our  largest 
frigates. 

A new  frigate  to  be  called  the  Java,  is  immediate- 
ly to  be  built  in  England,  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions : — gun-deck  172  feet,  keel  145,  breadth  ,43, 
tons  1450.  She  will  be  rated  50,  but  carry  64  gams. 

The  design  of  having  a frigate  of  that  name  will 
probably  be  anticipated  by  t he  United  States.  1V>, 
j already  have  a Frolic  and  a Peacock  in  the  water,  and 
may  have  a Guerriere  and  a Java , in  two  or  three 
months. 

The  surviving  lieutenants  of  the  Shannon,  have 
been  promoted  to  commanders. 

The  L r i Nelson,  to  carry  144  guns,  was  to  -be 
launched  i«  England  in  August. 

The  whole  mystery  unravelled,'  or  John  Bull  as  cun- 
ning as  any  body  ! — London,  .July  28. — The  victories 
of  the  American  ships,  over  the  British  frigates,  are 
said  to  be  attributable,  in  a great  measure,  to  vn 
improvement  in  their  shot.  The  cartridge  (instead 
of  being  made  up  in  canvas,)  is  ascertained  to  have 
been  cased  with  led.  This  enabled  them,  it  seems, 
to  load  with  greater  despatch,  and  to  fire  with  ad- 
ditional effect — hence  the  destructive  havoc  of 
their  broadsides.  The  commissioners  of  the  ?d- 
Imiralty  are  now  m full  possession  of  all  the  cirouir- 
1 stances,  which  are  stated  to  have  been  communicat- 
ed by  a lieutenant  in  our  navy.  Such,  it  is  rumour- 
ed, are  the  consequences  attached  to  this  discovery, 
that  an  officer  who  made  it,  and  gave  the  important 
information,  has  very  properly,  by  way  of  reward, 
been  promoted  by  their  lordships  to  the  command 
of  a vessel. 

violation  OF  ca rtel. — Captain  Daniel  Camphel, 
master  of  the  cartel  brig  Anna  Maria,  lately  arrived 
at  New-Bedford,  was  forcibly  dragged  from  his  ves- 
sel by  the  licut.  of  a British  press  gang  on  live  28th 
of  July  just  after  the  vessel  had  got  under  way  at 
Falmouth,  bound  to  Dartmouth,  where  she  was  to 
take  in  the  American  prisoners  to  bring  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Capt.  Campbell  is  a citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted S.ates,  and  has  resided  17  tears  in  this  city, 
where  his  family  still  resides  ; his  certificate  of  nii- 
vuralization  was  taken  from  him,  and  he  was  taken 
on  board  a guard  ship  at  Falmouth,  and  detained, 
so  that  the  cartel  was  obliged  to  put  to  sea  without 
him. 

Dayton,  (0.)  September  12.— Extract  of  a letter 
from  John  Johnson,  Esq.  Indian  agent  ct  Eiqua,  to 
the  editors.— “ l have  information  from  Detroit  that 
the  British  and  their  allies  ard  in  great  confusion, 
and  have  no  confidence  in  each  other;  a number  of 
the  Indians  have  gone  home.  Tecumseh  and  Round 
Head  are  said  to  be  the  only  leaders  that  are  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  the  enemy  ; they  "are  the  most 
popular,  and  of  course  have  a considerable  number 
of  followers,  it  is  my  opinion  however  that  when 
matters  come  to  a crisis,  the  savages  will  shew  their 
true  character;  and  will  abandon  “the  bulwark  of 
our  religion”  to  her  fate.” 

Col.  Gardiner,  (says  a Plaitsbvrg  paper)  appointed 
agent  for  prisoners  in  Quebec,  from  Boston,  on  his 
way  thence,  was  turned  back  this  side  of  Montreal, 
by  the  commanding  officer  on  the  station,  who  ob- 
served to  him  that  they  did  not  want  an  agent  at 
Quebec — and  fequested  him  to  return  home, 
MILITARY. 

From  the  armies  under  Hampton,  at  Sachet fs  Hay- 
bar,  or  Fort  George , we  have  no  intelligence  since 
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eur  last.  Of  Harrison'' s movements  some  account 
will  be  found  below. 

Major  Chapin  with  an  adventurous  party  of  vo- 
lunteers, passed  from  Buffalo  into  Canada,  on  the 
19th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  surprising'  a British 
guard  commanded  by  col.  IVarren  ; but  the  colonel 
is  supposed  to  have  anticipated  the  design,  and  had 
retired. 

They,  however,  took  several  prisoners  and  some 
flour  and  blankets  belonging  the  enemy  ; but  paid  .< 
scrupulous  regard  to  the  property  of  individuals. 
Gen.  Porter , with  a similar  party,  also  crossed  a 
day  or  two  after,  and  marched  some  miles  through 
the  country  without  opposition.  He  brought  lour 
prisoners  back  with  him. 

A report  prevailed  at  Chilicolhe  Sept.  23,  that 
brig.  gen.  Tecumseh  had  been  ltd  Ted,  and  his  aid 
had  been  taken  prisoner,  in  a skirmish  with  a part} 
of  our  spies. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press, 
dated  Sept.  24,  says “ Owing  to  the  high  premi- 

um offered  by  the  British  for  horses,  equipments. 
See.  several  of  our  dragoons  had  deserted  to  them 
from  Part  George,  and  were  duly  rewarded.  A pret- 
ty sleek  Yankee  proposed  playing  them  a trick  in 
his  own  way,  and  obtained  permission  to  desert; 
and  on  his  arrival  at  the  British  camp  he  received 
the:  promised  reward,  and  from  his  agreeable  man- 
ners, soon  became  a favorite  of  the  commanding 
general — after  gaining <all  the  information  he  wished, 
this  modern  Araspes  returned  to  camp  with  general 
Vincent’s  domestics,  best  riding  horses,  &c  &.c. — 
Gen.  Vincent  sent  in  a flag,  demanding  his  horses  as 
stolen  ; his  demand  was  refused.  A few  days  after 
two  poor  honest  dragoons  deserted  ; immediately  on 
their  being  reported  to  general  Vincent  he  ordered 
them  shot — this  being  known  generally,  has  effec- 
tually stopped  any  further  movements  of  this  kind 
of  gentry. 

“Many  deserters  arrrive  at  Fort  George  every  day. 
The  Swiss  and  Germans  now  begin  to  find  their  way 
here  from  Kingston  and  Prescott,  all  would  visit  us, 
but  for  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  water,  to  obviate 
which,  I expect  we  shall  pass  over  in  a few  days,  as 
preparations  are  in  a state  of  forwardness  for  a 
movement. 

Our  men  are  getting  in  order  for  a fight,  and  I 
think  when  the  day  of  trial  arrives  they  will  not  be 
found  wanting.” 

It  is  admitted  that  a dreadful  sickness,  as  well  as 
a great  scarcity  of  provisions,  prevails  in  Upper 
Canada.  The  Montreal  papers  dolefully  announce 
both. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  JJ.  S.  army 
to  the  secretary  of  roar  dated 

“ Ou i licothe,  Sept.  2S,  1813. 

Although  much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
the  barbarities  of  our  enemy  to  our  countrymen,  that 
the  fortune  of  war  have  placed  in  their  power,  and 
which  have  been  supported  by  proofs  undeniable  ; 
even  those  honored  with  the  proud  name  of  Ameri- 
cans pretend  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  their  ori- 
gin. I am,  therefore,  from  a sense  of  duty  to  rav 
country  and  my  injured  fellow  brethren  in  arms, 
induced^  to  make  known  to  you  a confirmation  in 
part  from  the  lips  of  a British  officer  now  on  his  pa- 
role in  this  town,  of  the  enormities  committed  on 
our  soldiery  at  Raisin,  and  Miami,  opposite  fort 
Meigs,  by  the  Indians  under  the  command  of  gen. 
Proctor.  In  conversation  with  him,  lie  informed  me 
that  after  the  surrender  of  the  Kentuckians  under 
col.  Dudley  at  the  Rpids  of  the  Miami  of  the  lakes, 
he  was  near  general  Proctor’s  tent  when  one  of  our 
unfortunate  officers  came  up  and  asked  the  general 
* where  they  were  to  be  quartered  ?’  that  Proctor 


imperiously  ordered  him  off — 'hat  the  officer  retired 
but  a few  yards,  when  lie  was  met  by  a small  party 
of  Indians  and  inhumanly  murdered  under  the  eye 
of  Proctor. 

Another  instance  he  relates  of  a soldier  that  was 
taken  during  tiie  last  si^ge  of  fort  Meigs  bv  a party 
of  Indians  and  conducted  to  the  Br  tish  general’s 
camp,  painted  black,  (a  mark  they  always  affix  to 
prisoners  when  sentence  of  death  is  pronounced  on 
them)  ; that  some  one  of  the  officers  (lie  thinks 
lieut.  col.  Short  lately  killed  at  Sandusky)  went  to 
their  general  to  intercede  for  t'ie  poof  captive  ; that 
he  was  ordered  ‘ off,  and  severely  reprimanded  for 
interesting  himself  i'or  a ‘ damned  Yankee  ;*  and  that 
shortly  after,  the  prisoner  was  conducted  and  bar- 
barously butchered  in  the  face  of  the  British  army. 

This  same  officer  also  relates  a conversation  that 
took  place  between  Proctor  and  Tecumseh,  in  which 
the  latter  observed,  * 1 conquer  to  save,  and  you  to 
murder.*  ” 

Vincennes,  Ind.  Sept.  18. — We  are  infofVned  gen, 
Howard  marched  on  the  4th  inst.  against  the  Indians 
with  a force  of  from  2000  to  2500  men — against 
what  point  his  force  will  be  directed  we  are  not  in- 
formed— the  next  mail  from  the  westward  will  no 
doubt  furnish  us  with  some  particulars. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  St.  Louis,  to 

his  friend  in  Pittsburgh,  dated  August  27. 

“An  expedition  is  formed  at  tins  place  to  route 
the  savages  from  the  Illinois  and  M.ssissipp;  terri- 
tories, to  rendezvous  on  the  30th  inst.  about  30  mi  lea 
from  this  place,  and  take  up  their  line  of  march  on 
the  1st  of  September.  Gen.  Howard  commands  the 
expedition  which  is  to  consist  of  210  regular  troops 
in  boats,  3 companies  U.  S Rangers  each  about  100 
strong,  2 companies  of  old  rangers,  each  75  strong, 
and  three  companies  of  mounted  militia,  100  strong 
each.  The  expedition  will  be  40  days  out,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  we  shall  have  to  contend  with 
powerful  hordes  of  red  skins,  as  our  frontiers  have 
been  lined  with  them  last  summer,  and  have  had 
frequent  skirmishes  with  our  regulars  and  rangers. 
Report  says  Dixm  is  come  to  the  Upper  Mississippi 
with  cannon.  I hope  in  my  next  to  be  able  to  give 
a good  account  of  him  and  his  savage  associates.” 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  of  the  llegister  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Erie,  Pa.  states  that  the  enemy’s 
fleet  on  the  lake  had  been  very  scantily  supplied 
with  bad  provisions,  and  confirms  the  many  accounts 
we  have  had  of  the  great  scarcity  of  food  in  the 
upper  province  of  Canada ; so  much  so  that  the 
•white  -war  chief,  the  English  gen.  Proctor , had  been 
compelled  to  dismiss  a considerable  part  ©f  his 
blood  hounds.  The  writer  exults  at  Perry's  victory, 
and  congratulates  himself  that  that  frontier  is  re- 
lieved from  all  apprehension  of  “ the  • white  or  red 
savages .” 

The  in  famous  Elliott , who  is  general  Proctor’s 
great  scalping  knife , is,  we  believe,  a native,  of  Mary- 
land, and  an  uncle  of  the  gallant  capt.  Elliott,  of  the 
navy.  Perry’s  able  second  on  the  lake.  One  branch 
of  the  farrtily  were  ivkigs , tiie  other  tories . The  to- 
ryism  of  Elliott  satisfactorily  accounts  for  Ins  deeds. 

NAVAL. 

Oliver  II.  Perry , esq.  mas  ter- comm  and  ant  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  senior  officer  on  lake 
Erie,  acting  as  commodore,  has  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  captain,  bv  the  president,  in  approba- 
tion of  his  gallant  conduct  in  the  late  battle  on  the 
lake. 

Capt.  Oliver , of  the  Valiant,  commanding  off  JY. 
London,  says  it  “ cannot  be  true”  that  Perry  has  cap- 
tured Barclay's  fleet  on  lake  Erie. 

Capt.  Barclay  who  commanded  the  British  force 
on  Erie , lost  an  arm  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar.— 
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The  unfortunate  man  lost  the  other  in  his  battle  with  the  magistrate  of  the  place,  to  man  and  equip  this 
Perry  ; vessel  in  a perfect  manner  to  fight  the  Entevprize. — 

Decatur's  squadron,  at  New  London , fired  a sa-jCapt.  Blythe  sailed  with  the  most  confident  belief 
lute  on  receiving  the  news  of  Perry's  victory.  The!  of  speedily  returning’  to  port,  crowned  with  the 
bells  of  the  town  were  .dso  runir.  and  a salute  fired  same  laurels  that  decked  the  brow  of  c.ipt.  BnoKm 


from  fort  Trumbull.  Brig.  gen.  Burbeck  forbade  a 
repetition  at  fort  Griswold. 

The  battle  on  the  lake. — At  the  moment  that  Perry 
commenced  the  action  lie  hoisted,  at  his  fore-top-g.il- 
lant  mas.  head,  a Urge  flag,  until  then  unseen  by,  and 
unknown  to  Ins  officers,  on  which  were  these  words 
legible  to  the  whole  fleet  and  to  the  enemv,  “DON’T 
GIVE  UP  TI1E  SHIP.”  This  had  a powerful  effect. 
When  he  left  the  Lawrence  she  iiad  only  seven  men 
fit  for  duly — and  the  commodore  himself  helped  to 
fire  the  last  gun  that  was  serviceable,  before  he  quit 
her.  Some  of  the  British  officers  have  arrived  at 
Chilicothe.  A Worthington,  O.  paper  says,  that  the 
enemy  had  3d0  killed  in  the  action.  Some  of  the 
prisoners  have  passed  through  that  place,  accommo- 
dated with  horses,  and  furnished  with  every  conve- 
niency.  They  speak  of  the  battle  as  being  one  of 
the  hottest  ever  fought , and  acknowledge  that  the 
wind  was  very  favorable  to  them  ; giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  use  their  long  guns,  (of  which  we 
h id  very  few)  and  preventing  our  vessels  from  get- 
ing  into  close  action,  as  all  would  have  done,  had  it 
"been  possible. 

The  British  papers  call  com.  Rodgers  “the  Julius 
Caesar”  of  America.  And  on  its  being  reported  that 
he  had  been  captured  by  a 74,  say  laud  we  believe 
truly)  that  “few  events  would  give  more  satisfac- 
tion to  the  public  than  a visit  from  the  commodore.” 
They  strangely  hate,  or  wonderfully  fear,  this  man. 
But  they  will  by  and  bye  Ie  irn  that  every  officer  is  a 
.Rodgers,  and  that  every  Rodgers  is,  at  least , a Nelson. 
Tne  lamented  Burrows  died  more  valiantly  ; and  the 
fortunate  Perry  equalled  him  in  the  boldest  of  his 
darings. 

From,  the  London  Courier  of  . Tidy  20. 

Several  small  squadrons  have  been  detached  in 
search  of  commodore  Rodgers,  and  the  other  fri- 
gates which  lately  escaped  out  of  the  American 
ports.  Commodore  Rodgers  having  watered  at 
North  Bergen,  sailed  thence  on  the  2d  inst.  Lord 
A.  Beaucierk  sailed  from  St.  Helen’s  on  Thursday, 
With  the  Royal  Oalc  and  Seahorse ; the  lion,  captain 
Paget  is  gone  from  Plymouth,  with  the  Superb, 
JMenelaus,  and  Fly and  admiral  Young  has  detach- 
ed several  frig,  tes  from  his  fleet,  to  go  north  about. 

A cartel  has  arrived  at  New-York  with  151  pri- 
soners from  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland. 

About  6d  sailors  passed  through  Montgomery,  N. 
Y.  for  the  lakes,  on  the  24th  inst.  It  is  said  the 
greater  part  ot  these  have  just  returned  from  the 
British  prison  ships,  immediately  volunteering  to 
fight  for  the  acknowledgment  of  those  rights  that 
had  been  so  grossly  violated  in  their  own  persons. — 
They  were  impressed  men,  discharged  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  and  held  as  prisoners  for  exchange. 

Capt.  Blyth,  killed  on  board  the  Boxer,  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  conquest  of  Cayenne,  and 
received  of  the  prince  regent  of  England  a hand- 
some present  in  money  to  purchase  a sword  or  some 
other  memorial.  His  opponent,  the  invincible  Bur- 
rows, had  little  or  no  experience  in  the  business  of 
a battle,  and  the  gallant  JWCall,  (on  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  Ente'rprize  devolved)  had  never  even 
seen  a fight ! 

The  Enterprize  and  Boxer . — A gentleman  just  ar- 
rived from  ttie  eastward,  who  was  in  St.  Johns  when 
the  Boxer  sailed  from  that  port,  on  her  last  cruize, 
(says  the  Boston  Patriot J states,  that  great  exer- 
tions were  made  at  St.  Johns  several  days  before  the 
Boxer  sailed  by  the  government  officers,  <is  well  as 


Indeed  so  confident  was  he  of  success,  that  lie  made 
promises  to  some  of  his  crew  before  they  entered  on 
board  his  ship,  that  they  should  form  a part  of  the 
prize  crew  to  conduct  the  Enterprize  to  Halifax. — 
No  American,  that  has  a soul  within  him,  can  help 
feeling  additional  exultation  and  pride  at  the  glo- 
rious issue  of  this  engagement,  when  he  is  informed 
of  the  high  expectation  which  the  British  entertain- 
ed of  succeeding  in  all  naval  battles  which  should 
follow  the  victory  over  the  Chesapeake  ; “the  more 
conspicuous  because  it  stands  alone.” 

The  common  council  of  New  York  and  Jllbnvy 
have  each  voted  a sword  to  com.  Perry,  and  the  for- 
mer have  also  resolved  to  present  him  with  the 
“freedom  of  the  city.”*  At  BOSTON,  a commit- 
tee of  the  citizens  has  been  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  a sword  as  aforesaid.  In  the  conjmit- 
the  we  observe  the  names  of  some  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  who  solemnly  voted, 
that  it  did  not  become  a “ moral  and  religious  people" 
to  rejoice  at  our  victories,  and  we  had  with  pleasure 
their  return  to  patriotism. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Com.  O.  II  Perry  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  dated 

United  States’  schr.  Ariel,  Put-in-  Bay,  Sept.  24, 1813. 
Snt — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  about 
tvvelve  hundred  troops  were  yesterday  transported 
to  a small  island  distant  about  4 leagues  from  Mal- 
den, notwithstanding  it  blew  hard  with  frequent 
squalls.  This  day,  although  the  weather  is  not 
settled,  the  squadron  will  agitin  take  over  as  many 
more.  We  only  wait  for  favorable  weather  to  make 
a final  move.  I need  not  assure  you,  sir,  that  every 
possible  exertion  will  be  made  by  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  command  to  assist  the  advance  of  the 
army,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  say,  that  the  utmost  harmony  prevails 
between  the  army  and  navy. 

I have  tile  honor  to  be,  Sec.  O.  II.  PERRY. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  Lt.  John  J.  Yarnctll  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  dated, 

U.  S.  schooner  Lawrence,  Erie,  23d  September  1813. 
Sm — I have  the  honor  to  announce  to  }ou  my  s^fe 
arrival  here  with -the  U.  S.  sclir  Lawrence.  She 
has  on  board  all  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  squa- 
dron. 1 have  made  such  arrangements  as  will  contri- 
bute much  to  their  relief.  Died  of  the  typhus  fever, 
Richard  Willliams  and  Henry  Vanpool,  marines, 
during  our  passage  from  Put-in-bay. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  J.  YARN  ALL. 

The  lion.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

COMMODORE  RODGERS’  CRUISE. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Rodg&rs  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  dated 

U.  S.  frigate  President,  Newport,  Sept.  27, 1813, 
Sir — Your  having  been  informed  ol  my  leaving 
Boston  on  the  2od  of  April  last,  and  of  my  depar- 

* This  is  a “ custom  more  honored  in  the  breach 
than  the  observance.”  The  compliment  is  well 
enough  ; but  it  goes  to  sustain  an  old  English  aris- 
tocrat ical  usage,  repugnant  to  the  whole  spirit  of 
our  institutions.  It  may  be  useful  to  observe,  that 
m most  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  free  England,  a 
man  cannot  exercise  certain  trades  or  professions 
therein,  or  be  eligible  to  office,  unless  he  has  served 
an  apprenticeship  there,  or  obtains  the  “ freedom  of 
the  city,”  by  purchase,  or  in  compliment-. 
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ture  from  President  Road  in  company  with  the 
Coagress,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  it  now 
0:ily  remains  for  me  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
m\  proceeding1  since  the  latter  date. 

In  a few  hours  after  getting  to  sea,  the  wind,  which 
had  been  light  from  the  westward  shifted  to  trie  S. 
E.  and  obliged  me  to  beat,  consequently  prevented 
our  g'etting  clear  of  the  bay,  until  the  3d  of  May, 
when  in  the  afternoon  while  in  chase  of  a British 
brig  of  war,  near  the  shoal  of  George’s  Bank,  we 
passed  to  windward  of  three  sail,  two  of  wluch, 
from  their  appearance  and  the  information  previous- 
ly received,  I judged  to  be  the  La  Hogue  74,  and 
Nymph  frigate  and  the  third  a merchant  brig.  Al- 
ter getting  clear  of  George’s  Bank  the  wind  veered 
to  the  nordi  eastward,  and  we  continued  along  east 
southerly,  in  the  direction  of  the  southern  edge  of  the 
Gulf  Stream  until  the  8th  of  May  in  long.  60,  W.  lut. 
39, 50, N.  when  I parted  company  with  the  Congre  s. 
Afar  parting  company  I shaped  a course  as  near 
as  the  wind  would  permit,  to  intercept  the  enemy’s 
West  India  commerce  passing  to  the  southward  of 
the  Grand  Bank ; not  meeting  with  any  thing  in  this 
direction  except  American  vessels  from  Lisbon  and 
Cadiz,  I next  pursued  a route  to  the  northward  on  a 
parallel  with  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Grand  Bank, 
so  as  to  cross  the  tracks  of  his  West  India,  Halifax, 
Quebec,  and  St.  John’s  trade.  In  this  route  expe- 
riencing constant  thick  fogs  for  a number  of  days, 
and  not  meeting  any  thing,  after  reaching  the  lati- 
tude of  48  N.  I steered  to  the  S.  E.  towards  the 
Azores,  off  which,  n different  directions,  I continu- 
ed until  the  6dt  of  June,  without  meeting  a single 
enemy’s  vessel,  or  any  others,  except  two  Americans. 
At  this  time  falling  in  with  an  American  ship  bound 
to  Cadiz,  and  receiving  information  that  she  had, 
four  days  before,  passed  an  enemy’s  convoy  fom 
the  West  Indies  bound  to  England  i crowded  sail  to 
the  N.  E.  and,  although  disappointed  in  falling  in 
with  the  convot7,  I nevertheless  made  four  captures, 
between  the  9th  and  13th  of  June. 

Being  now  in  the  latitude  of  46  N.  and  long.  28 
W.  I determined  on  going  into  the  North  Sea,  and 
accordingly  shaped  a course  that  afforded  a pros- 
pect of  falling  in  with  vessels  bound  to  Newfound- 
land from  St.  George’s  channel,  by  the  way  of  Cape 
Clear,  as  well  as  others  that  might  pass  north  about 
to  the  northward  of  Ireland : to  my  astonishment, 
however  in  all  this  route  I did  not  meet  with  a single 
vessel,  until  I made  the  Shetland  Islands,  and  even 
off  there  nothing  but  Danish  vessels  trading  to  Eng- 
land under  British  licences.  At  the  time  1 l eached 
the  Shetland  Islands,  a considerable  portion  of  my 
provisions  and  water  being  expended,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  replenish  these,  previous  to  determining 
what  course  to  pursue  next;  and  1 accordingly  for 
this  purpose,  put  into  North  Bergen  on  the  27th  of 
June  ; but,  much  to  my  surprise  and  disappoint- 
ment, was  not  able  to  obtain  any  thing  but  water, 
there  being  an  unusual  scarcity  of  bread  in  everv 
part  of  Norway,  and  at  the  time  not  more  in  Bergen 
than  a bare  sufficiency  for  its  inhabitants  for  four 
or  five  weeks.  This  being  the  case,  after  replenish- 
ing my  water  I departed  on  the  2nd  of  July,  and 
stretched  over  towards  the  Orkney  Islands  and  from 
thence  towards  the  North  Cape  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  a convoy  of  25  or  30  sail,  which  it  was 
said  would  leave  Archangel  about  the  middle  of 
July  under  the  protection  of  two  brigs  or  two  sloops 
of  wur;  ami  which  was  further  confirmed  by  two 
vessels  I captured  on  the  13th  and  18th  of  the  same 
month.  In  this  object  however  the  enemy  had  the 
good  fortune  to  disappoint  me,  by  a line  of  battle 
ship  and  a frigate  making  their  appearance  off  the 
North  Cape  on  the  19th  of  July,  just  I was  in 


momentary  expectation  of  meeting  the  convoy  * on 
first  < discovering  the  enemy’s  two  ships  of  war,  not 
being  able  owing  to  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  to 
ascertain  their  character  with  precision,  I stood  to- 
wards them  until  making  out  what  they  were,  I haul- 
ed by  the  wind  on  the  opposite  tack  to  avoid  them  : 
but,  owing  to  faint,  variable  winds.  Calms,  and  entire 
day  ligln  (the  sun  in  that  latitude  at  that  season, 
appearing  at  midnight  several  degrees  above  the 
horizon)  they  were  ennbleU  to  continue  the  chase 
upwards  of  80  hours  ; during  which  time,  owing  to 
different  changes  of  the  wind  in  their  favor,  they 
were  brought  quite  as  near  to  us  as  was  desirable. 
At  the  time  of  meeting  with  the  enemy’s  two  ships,, 
the  privateer  schooner  Scourge  of  New-York,  which 
1 had  fallen  in  with  the  day  before,  was  in  company  ; 
but  their  attention  was  so  much  engrossed  by  the 
President  that  they  permitted  the  Scourge  to  escapt 
without  appearing  to  t..ke  any  notice  of  her. 

Being  thus  disappointed  in  meeting  with  the  con- 
voy, and  a still  further  portion  of  my  provisions 
being  expended,  I determined  to  proceed  to  a more* 
westerly  station,  and  accordingly  steered  to  g da 
the  direction  of  the  trade  pass, rig  out  of  and  into* 
the  Irish  Channel.  In  this  position  between  the  25tbi 
of  July  arid  2d  of  August,  1 made  three  captures,, 
when,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  a superior  force 
in  that  vicinity,  1 found  it  expedient  to  change  my 
ground  ; and  after  taking  a circuit  round  Ireland,, 
and  getting  into  the  latitude  of  Cape  Clear,  steered 
for  the  bands  of  Newfoundland,  near  to  which  I 
made  two  more  captures,  and  by  the  latter  one  found 
that  the  Bellerophon  74  and  Hyperion  frigate  were 
on  the  eastern  part  of  the  Bank,  and  only  a few  miles 
to  the  westward  of  me;  I however  did  not  fall  in 
with  them.  From  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Grand. 
Bank,  to  which  I had  beat  all  the  way  from  the  N. 
W.  coast  of  Ireland  (the  wind  having  prevailed 
without  intermission,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the 
middle  of  September  from  west  to  south  west)  1 
steered  for  the  United  State  , without,  seeing  a single 
vessel  of  any  kind  until  the  22d  of  the  present 
month,  being  near  the  South  Shoal  of  Nantucket,  f 
met  with  a Swedish  brig  and  an  American  cartel 
(the  Russian  ship  Koffnung)  from  London,  bound  to 
Newbedford. 

By  this  time  my  provisions,  and  particularly  bread, 
was  so  nearly  consumed  as  to  make  it  indispensably 
necessary  that  I should  put  into  the  first  convenient 
port  after  gaining  the  requisite  information  of  the 
disposition  of  the  enemy’s  cruizers  as  could  enable 
me  to  steer  clear  of  a superior  force  ; and  tins  I was 
enabled  to  do  in  a manner  winch  1 shall  communi- 
cate in  another  letter.*  On  the  23d  inst.  I captured 
his  Britannic  m jesty’s  schr.  High  Flyer,  (tender  to 
admiral  Warren)-  with  which  vessel  I now  have  te 
inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  tills  port. 

Annexed  is  a list  of  vessels  captured  and  destroy- 
ed, in  which  were  made  271  prisoners.  I have  now 
however,  only  55  prisoners  on  board,  having  sent  to 
England  on  parole  78  in  the  Duke  of  Montrose  ; 76 
in  the  Greenland  ship  Eliza  Swan,  and  62  in  the 
barque  Lion,  of  Liverpool. 

During  my  cruize,  although  I have  not  had  it  in 
my  power  to  add  any  additional  lustre  to  the  cha- 
racter of  our  little  navy,  I have  nevertheless  render- 
ed essential  service  to"  my  country,  1 hope,  by  har- 

* It  is  understood  that  com.  Itodgera , when  he  saw 
the  High  Flyer,  luckily  or  providentially  hoisted  a 
fiag  that  happened  to  be  the  private  British  signal  of 
die  day.  The  High  Flyer  came  to  him,  atul  believ- 
ing him  British , communicated  what  he  desired, 
with  a knowledge  of  all  the  signals  of  the  British: 
navy. — xd. 
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Y?ssing  the  enemy’s  commerce,  and  employing  to  his 
'disadvantage  more  th..n  a dozen  times  the  force  of  a 
single  frigate. 

My  officers  and  crew  have  experienced  great  pri- 
vations since  I left  the  United  States,  from  being 
nearly  five  months  at  sea,  and  living  the  last  three 
months  of  that  time  upon  a scanty  allowance  ot  the 
roughest  fare  ; and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  I 
acquaint,  you  that  they  are  ill  in  better  health  than 
might  be  expected,  although  you  may  well  suppose 
that  their  scanty  allowance  has  not  been  of  any  ad- 
vantage to  their  strength  or  appearance. 

Tne  High  Flyer  was  commanded  by  lieut.  Hutch- 
inson, second  of  the  St.  Domingo.  She  is  a remark- 
able fine  vessel  of  her  class,  sails  very  fast,  and 
would  make  an  excellent  light  cruizer,  provided  the 
government  have  occasion  tor  a vessel  of  her  de- 
scription. 

Just  at  the  moment  of  closing  my  letter,  a news- 
paper has  been  handed  me  containing  capt  Broke’s 
challenge  to  my  late  gallant  friend  capt.  Lawrence, 
in  which  he  mentions  with  considerable  emphasis  the 
pains  he  had  taken  to  meet  the  President  and  Con- 
gress with  die  Shannon  and  Tcnedos. 

It  is  unnecessary  at  present  to  take  further  notice 
«f  captain  Broke’s  observations  than  to  say,  if  that 
was  ills  disposition,  his  conduct  was  so  glaringly 
opposite  as  to  authorise  a very  contrary  belief.  Re 
la  live  to  c ipl.  Broke,  I have  only  further  to  say,  that 
I hope  he  has  not  been  so  severely  wounded  as  to 
make  it  a sufficient  reason  to  prevent  his  re-assuming 
the  comm  indof  the  Shannon  at  a future  day. 

I have  the  honor  tp  lie,  &c. 

JNO.  RODGERS. 

Tke  hon.  William  Jones , 

Sec  rv  of  the  jX'avy,  Washington. 

List  of  vessels  captured  and  destroyed. 

9th  of  June,  brig  Kitty,  of  Greenock,  Robert  Love, 
master,  of  2 guns  and  11  men,  from  Newfoundland, 
bound  to  AiiCaiit,  (Spam)  with  a cargo  of  codfish. 
Ordered  her  For  F aiice. 

10th  June,  packet  brig  Duke  of  Montrose,  A.  G. 
Blewett,  commander,  of  12  guns  and  34  men,  from 
Falmouth,  bound  to  Halifax.  Sent  her  to  England 
as  a cartel,  with  78  prisoners. 

llui  June.  Letter  of  Marque  brig  Maria,  of  port 
Glasgow,  (Scotland)  John  Bald  master,  of  14  guns 
and  >5  men,  from  Newfoundland  bound  to  Spain, 
w\th  a cargo  of  cod  fish  : ordered  her  for  France. 

12th  June.  Schooner  Falcon,  of  Guernsey,  John 
Manger  master,  of  2 guns  and  10  men,  from  New- 
foundland bound  to  Spain,  with  a cargo  of  cod  fish  ; 
ordered  for  France. 

July  12.  Brig  Jean  and  Ann  of  Salt  Coats,  Robert 
C.ddwell  master,  from  Cork  bound  to  Archangel,  in 
ballast,  look  out  her  crew  and  sunk  her. 

July  18.  Brig  Daphne,  of  Whitby,  William  Gales 
master,  of  2 guns,  and  9 men,  from  South  Shields 
bound  o Archangel,  in  ballast  : took  out  her  crew 
and  sunk  her. 

July  24.  Ship  Eliza  Swan,  of  Montrose,  John 
Young  master,  of  8 guns  and  48  men,  from  a Green- 
land whaling  voyage  ; bound  to  Montrose  with  fish 
blubber,  ransomed  her  for  5000  pounds  sterling. 

July  29.  Brig,  Alert,  of  Peterhead,  George  Shand 
master,  from  Archangel,  bound  to  Oporto  (via  En- 
gland) with  a cargo  of  pitch  and  tar  : Look  out  the 
crew  and  burnt  her. 

August  2.  Barque  Lion,  of  Liverpool,  Thomas 
Hawkins  master,  of  8 guns  and  52  men  from  Green- 
land, whaling  vo)  age  bound  to  Liverpool,  with  fish 
blubber  : ransomed  her  for  350U  pounds  sterling. 

August  30.  Hermaprodile  brig  Shannon,  of  S'. 
•EnAs,  John  Perkins  master,  from  St,  Kitts  bound  to, 


EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR.  ]Q1 


London,  with  a cargo  of  rum,  sugar  and  molasses  ; 
ordered  her  for  the  United  Stales. 

Sept.  9.  Brig  Fly,  of  Bermuda,  James  Bowey 
master,  of  6 guns  and  9 men,  from  Jamaica  bound 
to  London,  with  a cargo  of  coffee:  ordered  her  to 
the  United  States. 

Sept.  23d.  His  Britannic  majesty’s  schooner  High 
Flyer,  lieut.  George  Hutchinson  commander,  of  five 
guns,  5 officers,  and  34  men. 

TREMENDOUS  BATTLE  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy , dated 
uHead-Quartrn,  Fort  Georgt-,  Sept.  9,  1S13. 

“I  enclose  you  a letter  from  commodore  Chauucey, 
which  he  put  into  my  hands  the  day  before  yester- 
day, and  beg  leave  to  add  the  following  brief  but 
interesting  detail 

“The  commodore  entered  this  port  on  the  24' H. 
instant  with  his  squadron.  Oo  the  26th  we  received 
satisfactory  inform  ition  direct  from  York,  that  on 
the  day  of  the  commodore’s  arrival  here  (Friday  the 
24th)  the  British  squadron  was  on  the  opposite 
coast.  This  communication  being  made  to  the  com- 
modore he  promptly  ascertained  the  fact  to  his  sa- 
tisfaction, and  on  the  27th  in  the  evening  left  port  in 
quest  of  his  antagonist.  Yesterday  morning  his  squa- 
dron was  descried  near  mid  channel,  between  this 
place  and  York,  standing  for  the  latter  place,  and 
about  noon  we  discovered  by  the  smoke  in  which 
his  vessels  were  occasionally  enveloped,  that  he  was 
closely  engaged  and  had  the  wind  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  scarcely  discernable.  We  could,  however, 
with  the  aid  of  our  glasses,  distinctly  perceive  th  it. 
the  British  squadron  was  forced  to  leeward  towards 
the  head  of  the  lake  ; and  the  aci  ion  continued 
without  intermission  until  we  lost  sight  of  the  stern- 
most  of  our  vessels  ^bout  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  The 
issue  must  therefore  hnvs  been  decisive,  because 
tne  breeze  freshened,  without  any  change  in  its  di- 
rection, and  the  narrowness  of  the  lake  made  it  im- 
possible for  the  vanquished  party  to  escape  by  any 
m uioeuvre. 

“ I have  no  doubt  the  victory  is  ours,  but  am  ap- 
prehensive it  has  cost  us  dear;  since  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy  were  superior  to  those  of  our  squadron, 
and  the  British  commander  is  an  officer  not  only  of 
desperate  resolution  but  of  great  naval  skill. 

“If  commodore  Chauncey  has  survived,  which  T 
implore  Heaven  m iy  be  the  case,  we  shall  behold 
him  mantled  with  glory,  as  his  ship  was  yesterday 
beheld  wrapt  in  the  flame  and  smoke  of  her  bat- 
teries.” 

A postscript  to  the  above  letter  dated  late  in  the 
evening,  says  “ a flag  w.is  sent  to  the  British  camp 
on  the  lake  last  evening;  the  receiving  officer  ac- 
knowledged we  had  tile  wind  and  observed  that  a 
vessel  had  been  dismasted;  this  was  observed  from' 
the  heights  of  Lewi  stow  n also,  and  it  is  believed  it 
was  the  Royal  George,  by  the  Pike.  A vessel  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Woife,  bore  up  to  the  relief  of  the 
crippled  ship,  and  engaged  the  Pike,  and  111  ey  went 
out  of  sigh',  covered  with  smoke,  anJP  apparently 
about  to  board.” 

“September  29th,  eight  o’clock,  P.  M. — We  hav# 
not,  as  yet,  heard  from  Cluiuncey  : the  utmost  does 
not  exceed  fif.y  miles  to  the  end  of  the  bay — but  the 
wind  is  still  adverse.  I begin  to  fear  his  victory  may 
have  cosf  too  much — I have  sent  out  several  small 
cruft  to  look  for  linn;  but  the  sea  which  is  running 
ins  forced  them  back.  It  was  visible  the  Pike  bore 
he  brunt  of  the  eng..gemen>.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Chauncey  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  ntezy,  dated 
U.  S.  ship  General  Pik«  , Niagara  river,  25th  Sept.  1813. 

Si  a — A fit- 1 1 had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  qp 
the  l&lh,  I continued  to  iduukude  the  enemy  ijjjtil 


102  the  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1813. 


the  17th,  when  the  wind  blowing  heavy  from  th  • 
westward,  t|ie  enemy  having  run  in  o Kingston,  and 
knowing  he  could  not  move  from  that  pi  ce  before  a 
change  of  wind,  I took  the  opportunity  of  running 
into  Sackett’s  Harbor. 

I remained  but  a few  hours  at  the  harbor  and  h*f. 
it  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  but  did 
not  arrive  here  until  yesterday,  owing  to  continual 
head  winds,  not  having  laid  our  course  during  the 
passage.  On  the  19th  I saw  the  enemy’s  fleet  near 
the  False  Ducks,  but  took  no  notice  of  him  as  I 
wished  him  to  follow  me  up  the  lake. 

There  is  a report  here,  and  generally  believed,  that 
Cupt.  Perry  has  captured  the  whole  of  he  enemy’s 
fleet  on  lake  Erie.  If  dm  should  prove  true  in  ail 
its  details  (and  God  grant  that  it  may)  he  has  im- 
mortalised himself  and  not  disappointed  the  high 
expectations  formed  of  his  talents  and  bravery. 

I have  learnt  from  a source  which  can  be  depended 
upon,  that  we  did  the  enemy  much  more  injury  in 
our  rencountre  on  the  11th  than  1 had  expect-  d — I 
find  th.it  we  killed  c ptain  Mulcaster  of  the  Royal 
George  and  a number  of  his  men  and  di  consider 
able  liiju-y  m that  ship,  as  well  as  several  oher  ves- 
sels. It  was  truly*  unfortunate  that  we  could  not 
have  brought  the  enemy*  to  a general  ac  i n on  that 
day,  as  I im  confident  that  the  victory  would  have 
been  as  complete  as  that  upon  1 ke  Erie.  1 however 
h ve  the  consol,  tion  to  know  that  evert'  exertion 
was  used  to  bring  him  to  close  action.  If  we  diu 
not  succeed  it  w as  uoi  our  fault. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISxVAC  CHAUNCEY. 

The  hon  William  Jones, 

Sec’ry  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

(Xj*  With  inexpressible  anxiety  we  look  for  the 
result  of  the  battle,  but  it  cannot  reach  us  for  the 
present  number  of  the  Register. 


Denmark. 

£The  fate  of  no  country  in  Europe,  (says  the  Na- 
tional Advocate)  except  Poland,  is  more  interesting 
than  that  of  Denmark.  We  extract  from  the  Paris 
Moniteur  the  following  expositions  of  her  affairs, 
which  agrees  exactly  with  the  Danish  declaration  on 
the  same  subject,  and  is  not  contradicted  by  the 
London  journalists,  who  admit  the  whole  extent  of 
■the  baseness  of  the  treatment  she  has  met  with  from 
the  British  cabinet.] 

Her  majesty  the  empress  and  queen  regent  has  re- 
ceived the  following  intelligence  from  the  army,  dat- 
ed the  13th  June  : 

Baron  de  Kaas,  Danish  minister  of  the  interior, 
despatched -with  letters  from  the  king,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  emperor. 

After  the  affair  of  Copenhagen,  a treaty  of  alliance 
was  concluded  between  France  and  Denmark.  By 
that  treaty  the  emperor  guaranteed  the  integrity  of 
Denmark. 

In  thenar  1811,  Sweden  made  known  at  Paris, 
the  desire  she  had  of  uniting  Norway  to  Sweden,  and 
demanded  the  assistance  of  France.  She  was  an- 
swered, that  whatever  wish  France  had  to  do  an  a- 
greeable  thing  to  Sweden,  a treaty  of  alliance  having 
been  concluded  with  Denmark,  guaranteeing  the  in- 
tegrity of  that  power,  his  majesty  could  not  give  his 
consent  to  the  dismemberment  of  the  territory  of 
his  ally. 

From  this  moment  Sweden  detached  herself  from 
France,  and  entered  into  negotiations  with  her  ene- 
mies. 

Afterwards,  the  war  between  France  and  Russia 
became  imminent.  The  Swedish  court  proposed  to 
make  common  cause  with  -’ranee,  but  at  the  snme 


time  renewing  its  propositions  relative  to  Norway. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Sweden  represented,  that  from 
the  Norwegian  ports,  a descent  upon  Scotland  was 
easy,  it  was  in  vain  that  she  dwell  upon  all  the  gua- 
rantees which  the  ancient  alliance  ol  Sweden  gave 
France  of  the  conduct  she  would  follow  towards 
England.  The  reply  of  the  cabinet  of  the  T u Ho- 
nes was  the  same  ; it  had  its  hands  tied  by  the  trea- 
ty with  Denmark 

From  that  moment  Sweden  kept  no  longer  any 
measures;  she  contracted  an  alliance  with  Russia  and 
England  ; and  the  first  stipulation  of  that  treaty  was 
the  common  engagement  of  compelling  Denmark  to 
cede  Norwyv  to  Sweden. 

The  battles  of  the  Smolensk,  and  of  the  Moskwa, 
restrained  the  activity  of  Sweden. ; she  received 
some  subsidies,  made  some  preparations  ; but  beg..n 
no  hostilities  The  events  of  the  winter  of  1813  r- 
rived,  the  French  troops  evacuated  Hamburgh  ; the 
situation  of  Denmark  became  perilous  : at  war  with 
England,  threatened  by  Sweden  and  Russia,  F:  nee 
appeared  unable  to  support  her.  The  king  of  Den- 
mark, with  that  fidelity  which  characterises  him, 
addressed  himself  to  the  emperor,  in  order  to  get 
out  of  this  situation.  The  emperor,  who  wishes  that 
his  policy  should  never  be  at  the  expence  of  his  al- 
lies, replied,  that  Denmark  was  at  liberty  to  treat 
with  Englandto  save  the  integrity  of  her  territory, 
and  that  his  esteem  and  friendship  for  the  king 
should  receive  no  diminution  from  the  new  connec- 
tion which  the  force  of  circumstances  obliged  Den- 
mark to  contract.  The  king  expressed  all  his  gra- 
titude at  this  proceeding. 

Four  ships’  crew's  of  very  excellent  sailors  had 
been  furnished  by  Denmark,  and  manned  four  ships 
of  our  Scheldt  fleet.  The  king  of  Denmark, -during1 
this  time,  having  expressed  a desire  that  these  sai- 
lors should  be  restored,  the  emperor  sent  them  back 
to  him  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness,  at  the 
same  time  expressing  to  the  officers  and  seamen  the 
satisfaction  in-  felt  :<t  their  good  con'd  net. 

Events,  however,  proceeded.  The  allies  thought 
hat  the  reveries  of  Burke  were  realized.  The 
French  empire,  in  their  imagination,  was  alre  dy 
effaced  from  the  face  of  the  globe  ; and  this  idea 
must  have  predominated  to  a strange  degree,  when 
they  offered  Denmark,  as  a compensation  for  Nor- 
way, our  departments  of  the  32d  military  division, 
and  even  all  Holland,  in  order  to  recom pence  in  die 
north  a maritime  power,  who  should  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Russia. 

The  king  of  Denmark,  far  from  suffering  himself 
to  be  surprised  by  those  deceitful  offers,  said  to  ihem 
— ‘you  wish,  then,  to  give  me  colonies  in  Europe, 
and  that  too  to  the  detriment  of  France  ?’ 

In  ihe  impossibility  of  making  the  king  of  Den- 
mark participate  in  so  foolish  an  idea,  prince  Dotgo- 
rucki  was  sent  to  Copenhagen  to  demand  that  they 
should  make  a common  cause  with  the  allies,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  allies  would  guarantee  the 
integrity  of  Denmark,  and  even  of  Norway.  The 
urgency  of  circumstances,  the  imminent  danger 
which  D nma-  k ran,  the  distance  of  the  French  ar- 
mies, her  own  salvation,  made  the  policy  of  Denmark 
give  way.  The  king  consented,  in  return  for  the 
guarantee  of  his  dominions,  to  cover  Hamburg  and 
to  keep  that  town  sheltered  from  the  French  armies 
during  the  war.  He  felt  that  all  was  disagreeable 
to  the  emperor  in  this  stipulation  ; he  made  all  the 
modifications  which  it  was  possible  to  mJce  in  it; 
and  did  not  even  sign  it,  but  by  giving  way  to  the 
entreaties  of  all  those  by  whom  he  was  surrounded, 
who  represented  to  him  the  necessity  of  saving  his 
Rates  ; but  he  was  far  from  thinking  it  was  only  a 
§WQ  laid  for  turn.  They  wished  to  place  him  at 
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'frar  with  France,  and  after  making  him  by  this  mea- 
sure lose  in  that  circumstance  his  natural  support, 
they  would  have  broken  their  word,  and  obliged  him 
to  subscribe  to  all  the  shameful  conditions  they  chose 
to  impose  on  him. 

M.  de  Bernstorff  proceeded  to  London  ; he  ex- 
pected to  have  been  eagerly  received  there,  and  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  than  renew  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  prince  Dolgorucki : but  what  was  his 
astonishment  when  the  prince  regent  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  king’s  letter,  and  when  lord  Castlereagh 
gave  him  to  understand,  there  could  be  no  treat) 
between  England  and  Denmark,  unless,  as  a preli 
minarv  article,  Norway  was  ceded  to  Sweden.  A 
few  days  after,  count  Bernstorff  received  an  order  to 
return  to  Denmark 

At  the  same  moment  similar  language  was  held 
to  count  Molike,  envoy  from  Denm  u-k  to  the  empe 
ror  Alexander.  Prince  Dolgorucki  was  disavowed 
as  hiving  exceeded  his  powers:  and  during  tins 
time  the  Danes  were  giving  their  notification  to  the 
French  army,  and  some  hostilities  took  place  ! 

We  shall  in  vain  open  the  annals  of  nations  to  dis- 
cover in  them  policy  more  immoral.  It  was  at  the 
moment  that  Denmark  found  herself  thus  engaged 
in  a war  with  France,  that  the  treaty  to  which  she 
was  conforming  was  at  the  same  time  disavowed  at 
London  and  in  Russia,  and  that  advantage  was  tak- 
en of  lh»  embarrassments  in  which  that  power  was 
placed,  to  present  her  as  an  ultimatum  with  a treat) 
which  engaged  her  to  acknowledge  the  cession  o i 
Norway  ! 

Under  those  difficult  circumstances  the  king  shew- 
ed the  greatest  confidence  in  the  emperor ; he  de- 
clared his  treaty  void;  he  recalled  his  troops  from 
Hamburg  ; he  ordered  his  army  to  march  with  the 
French  army ; and,  in  short,  he  declared  that  he  still 
considered  himself  as  allied  to  France,  and  that  he 
relied  upon  the  emperor’s  magnanimity. 

Tiie  president  de  Kaas  was  sent  to  the  French 
he  ad -quarters,  with  letters  from  the  king.  At  the 
same  time  the  king  dispatched  to  Norway  the  here- 
ditary prince  of  Denmark,  a young  prince  of  the 
highest  promise,  and  particularly  beloved  by  the 
Norwegians.  Hr*  set  outdisguised  as  a sailor;  threw 
himself  into  a fishing  boat,  and  arrived  in  Norway 
on  the  22d  of  May. 

On  the  30th  May,  the  French  troops  entered  Ham- 
burg, and  a Danish  division  which  marched  with 
our  troops  entered  Lubeck. 

Baron  de  Kaas,  while  at  Altona,  experienced  an- 
other scene  of  perfidy,  equal  to  the  first.  The  en- 
voys from  the  allies  came  to  his  lodgings,  and  gave 
him  to  understand,  that  they  renounced  the  cession 
of  Norway,  and  that  on  condition  of  Denmark  mak- 
ing common  cause  with  the  allies,  it  should  no  lon- 
ger be  made  a question ; they  conjured  him  to  delay 
his  departure. 

The  reply  of  M.  de  Kaas  was  simple— “I  have  my 
orders  and  must  execute  them.”  They  told  him  the 
French  armies  were  defeated ; that  did  not  move  him; 
(ie  continued  his  journey. 

However  ow  the  31st  of  May,  an  English  fleet  ap- 
peared before  Copenhagen  ; one  of  the  ships  of  war 
anchored  before  the  town,  and  Mr.  Thornton  present- 
ed lumself.  He  stated  that  the  allies  were  going  to 
commence  hostilities,  if,  within  forty-eight  hours, 
Denmark  did  not  sign  a treaty,  the  principal  condi 
tions  of  which  were,  to  cede  Norway  to  Sweden,  -to 
immediately  give  up,  en  depot , the  province  of  Dron- 
theim,  and  to  furnish  25,00'J  men  to  act  with  the  al- 
lies against  France,  and  conquer  the  indemnities, 
which  were  to  be  the  portion  of  Denmark.  He  at 
the  same  time  declared,  that  the  overtures  made  to 
M.  de.  Kaas,  on  his  journey  to  Altona,  were  disavow- 


ed and  could  only  be  considered  as  military  sugges- 
tions. 

The  king  indignantly  refused  this  insolent  sum- 
mons. Meanwhile,  the  prince  royal,  having  arrived 
in  Norway,  published  the  following  proclamation. 

“ Norwegians  ! — Your  king  is  sensible  of,  and  ap- 
preciates your  unshaken  fidelity,  boih  to  himself  and 
the  dynasty  of  the  kings  of  Norway  and  of  Denmark, 
who  have,  for  centuries  past,  reigned  over  \our  sires 
and  yourselves.  His  paternal  desire  is  to  draw  still 
clo-er  the  indissoluble  ties  of  brotherly  love  and  the 
muon  which  prevail  between  the  people  of  the  two 
kingdoms.  The  heart  of  Federic.k  VI.  is  ever  with 
you;  bui  his  cares  of  watching  over  every  branch  of 
the  administration  of  the  state,  deprives  him  of  be.ng 
personally  in  the  midst  of  Ins  good  people  of  No* 
way.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  lie  has  sent  me  amongst 
you,  as  governor,  to  execute  lus  will,  as  if  lie  was 
present,  His  orders  shall  be  mv  laws.  My  efforts 
sball  be  to  g -in  his  affection  end  confidence.  Perh:  ps 
difficult  trials  await  us.  But,  placing  confidence 
in  Providence,  I shall  without  fear,  be  the  first  to 
me  t the  storm  that  may  threaten  us  ; and  w.th  your 
aid,  faithful  Norwegians,  I shall  s amount  all  obsta- 
cles. I know  I mav  rely  upon  fidelity  to  the  king; 
that  it  is  your  wish  to  preserve  inviolate  the  ancient 
independence  of  Norway  ; and  that  the  motto  winch 
unite  us  is,  For  God , the  kivg,  and  the  country .** 
(Signed)  “ CHRISTIAN  FREDERIC, 

Prince  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  governor  of 
the  kingdom  of  Norway,  and  general  in 
ch  ef.*’ 

The  confidence  which  the  king  of  Denmark  had 
in  the  emperor  has  been  entirely  justified,  and  all 
the  bonds  between  the  two  nations  have  been  re- 
established, and  strengthened.  * 

The  French  army  is  in  Hamburg;  a Danish  divi- 
sion follows  its  motions  to  support  it.  The  English, 
by  their  policy,  obtained  only  shame  and  confusion  ; 
the  wishes  of  all  worthy  men  accompany  ihe  here- 
ditary prince  of  Denmark  into  Norway.  What  ren- 
ders the  situation  of  Norway  critical, 'is  the  want  of 
provisions  ; but  Norway  shall  remain  Danish — the 
integrity  of  Denmark  is  guaranteed  by  France. 

The  bombardment  of  Copenhagen  whilst  an  Eng- 
lish minister  was  still  with  the  king ; the  burning  of 
the  capital  with  the  fleet,  without  a declaration  of 
war,  or  any  previous  hostility  ; appeared  to  be  the 
most  odious  scene  of  modern  history ; but  the 
crooked  policy  which  leads  the  English  to  demand 
the  cession  of  a province,  happy  for  so  n any  \ears 
unuer  the  sceptre  of  the  house  of  Holstein,  and  the 
series  of  intrigues  to  which  they  have  had  recourse 
to  obtain  this  odious  result,  shall  be  considered  as 
more  immoral  and  more  outrageous  than  even  the 
burning  of  Copenhagen. 

In  it  we  observe  that  policy  of  which  the  houses 
or  Timour  and  of  Sicily  have  been  the  victims,  and 
which  has  despoiled  them  of  their  dominions.  The 
English  are  accustomed  in  India  to  be  nexer  stopped, 
by  any  idea  of  justice — they  follow  this* policy  in 
Europe. 

It  appears  that  in  all  the  negocia tions  which  the 
allies  have  had  with  England,  the  powers  tiis  great- 
est enemies  to  France  have  been  disgusted  by  the 
excessive  pretensions  of  the  English  government. 

The  basis  even  of  the  peace  of  Lunevdle  are  de- 
clared bv  the  English  to  be  inadmissible,  as  too  fa- 
vorable to  France. 

Madmen  ! They  are  deceived  in  their  latitude, 
and  take  Frenchmen  for  Hindoos. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

A Spanish  privateer  has  carried  into  England  a 
Danish  vessel  front  England  bound  to  France  Having 
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a British  licence.  Spain  is  at  war  with  Denmark  and 
J' ranee.  A new  question  for  an  admiralty  court  will 
now  arise.  Tne  privateer  and  her  prize  were  taken 
ill  to  naval  custody. 

Despatches  from  our  minister  in  France  have  been 
received  oy  a very  late  arrival  at  Boston.  Report 
says  they  are  important. 

It  is  said  to  be  ascertained  in  Turkey,  that  vacci- 
nation renders  an  individual  unsusceptible  of  the 
plague. 

Murat  has  appointed  his  wife  queen  regent  of  Na- 
ples, and  proceeded  to  Ins  command  m the  grand 
rvnriv  of  Napoleon. 

The  French  empress  after  meeting  her  husband 
at  Mayence,  and  spending  a few  days  with  him,  hj»s 
returned  to  Paris. 

Bad  neivs  from  JVfexico. — It  was  only  in  the  last 
number  tint  we  published  Bernado's  proclamation, 
holding  out  the  most  flattering  prospects  of  the  pro- 
gress of  republicanism  in  Texas.  We  have  now  the 
unpleasant  duty  to  record  the  reverse  that  follows,  j 
politely  communicated  to  tiic  editor  of  the  Register 
from  a source  that  forbids  him  to  hope  it  is  ever 
doubtful  : 

From  the  Red  River  Herald — Extra, 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of  the  first  re- 
spectability, dated  Natchitoches , dept.  4,  and  re- 
ceived by  this  day's  mail. 

“1  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  the  Republican  army 
of  Texas  were,  on  the  18lii  ultimo,  entirely  defeat- 
ed, 20  miles  beyond  St,  Antonio,  by  the  army  of 
Arradondo.  General  Toiledo  attacked  them  in  their 
©amp,  a well  chosen  position,  with  a force  of  about 
one  to  three. 

The  royalists  (mostly  regular  troops  from  the. -in- 
terior) were  .'at  first  beaten  and  driven  some  distance 
with  the  loss  of  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  many 
killed.  General  Toiledo,  suspecting  an  ambuscade, 
ordered  his  troops  to  halt  and  form  on  a better 
ground,  but  the  Americans  with  an  indescribable 
enthusiasm  and  impetuosity  in  despite  of  every  ex- 
ertion of  their  officers,  rushed  into  the  ambuscade, 
where  many  pieces  of  the  cannon  of  the  enemy  Were 
opened  on  them  by  which  they  were  mostly  tle-j 
sti-oyed — such  as  were  not,  retreated  in  confusion,  j 
leaving  every  thing  behind  him.  General  Toiledo,  j 
colonels  Kemper  and  Perry,  with  about  sixty  others, ! 
have  arrived  at  Nacogdoches,  and  report  says  as  j 
jnany  more  are  at  Trinity.  W.  B.  Wdkmson,  who j 
Was  in  the  bailie  acting  as  aid  to  general  Toiledo,: 
arrived  here  yesterday  and  returned  this  morning: 
with  annunciation  to  enable  such  as  were  at  Nocog-, 
doches  to  make  a stand,  and  as  far  as  possible  cover 
the  retreating  remnant  of  the  army,  who  are  hourly  i 
coining  in.  j 

Three  hundred  families  had  left  St.  Antonia  and, 
Ixi  Bahia  for  this  place,  20b  of  them  women  on  foot, 
escaping  from  the  bloody  vengeance  of  Arradondo,  ', 
who,  at  Atliruea  ana  Sukblco  distinguished  himself] 
fey  puttinggfe’omen  and  children  to  death,. 

It  is  probable  300  Americans  are  lost,  and  the 
whole  country  between  Rio  Grande  and  the  Sabine 
will  be  desolated.  We  can  yet  form  nothing  like  a 
list  .of  the  whole  number  killed. 

From  persons  who  are  hourly  arriving  here  we  are 
led  to  believe  we  shall  in  a few  days  nave  several 
hundred  of  the  most  wretched  of  human  beings 
Seeing  from  their  country  and  .their  homes  to  save 
their  lives. 

Doctor  Foi;svthe  is  s^fe  at  Nacogdoches.  William 
Sloccum,  the.  two  G or n i leys  and  Gaston  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  are  missing. 

How  safe  we  are  here,  h doubt  hi! ; .*  little  ..line 
Wui  shew  as. 


A letter  from  Havanna,  dated  Aug  18,  says — fl  A 
vessel  has  just  come  in  from  Vera  Cruz,  which  brings 
ihe  melancholy  intelligence  that  El  Caro  jVorenu  at 
th^head  of  30  or  40, GUO  republicans,  has  taken  pos* 
session  of  the  rich  province  JJe  Oxana  and  Del  Pu- 
erto De  Acapulco.  The  revolution  makes  progress/ 
and  nothing  henceforth  can  stop  it. 

We  have  a verbal  report  that  Austria  has  joined 
the  allies  ! — It  is  very  improboblc. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FKOM  PAGE  79. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Vatial  Register 

582,  583.  A brig  and  a sloop,  sent  into  Machias, 
by  the  Industry  of  Salem. 

584.  Packet  Lapwing,  captured  bv  the  Rattlesnake 
privateer,  (fitted  out  at  Bordeaux)  and  sent  into 
Falmouth  as  a cartel. 

585,  586.  Tvv*  ships  taken  by  the  True  Blooded 
Yankee,  and  sent  into  France. 

587.  Sloop  Traveller,  with  a cargo  of  52  packages 
of  dry  goods,  13  casks  red  wine,  70  crates  crockery 
ware,  68  casks  of  copperas,  15  hhds.  allum,  4 do. 
do.  sugar,  sent  into  Machias,  by  the  privateer  boat 
Lark. 

588.  Packet  Duke  of  Montrose,  captured  by  the 
President  frigate  and  sent  to  England  as  a cartel. 

589.  Brig  Jane  and  Ann  captured  by  ditto,  and 
sunk. 

590.  Brig  Daphne,  captured  by  ditto,  and  sunk. 

591.  Ship  Eliza,  8 guns,  captured  by  ditto,  and 
ransomed  for  .F5000. 

592.  Brig  Alert,  captured  by  ditto  and  burnt. 

583.  Barque  Lion,  of  8 guns,  captured  by  ditto, 
and  ransomed  for  =£3000. 

594.  “His  majesty's ” schooner  Highflyer,  5 guns, 
captured  by  ditto,  and  brought  into  Newport,  R.  I. 

(Xjr*  Several  of  the  President’s  prizes  are  yet  to  be 
■heard  of — some  were  ordered  f°r  France  and  others 
for  the  United  States.  We  apprehend  that  this 
ransoming  is  a bad  business.”  It  is  contrary  to  the 
English  laws  to  pay  it,  and  honor  will  not  do  much. 
Better  had  they  went  “ down  cellar." 

595.  Ship  Industry,  sent  into  Birgen  (Norway) 
by  the  True  Blooded  Yankee,  and  there  sold. 

A London  paper  says,  that  the  Congress  frigate 
has  captured  and  destroyed  5 vessels  from  South 
America.  The  President  has  on  board  a considera- 
ble quantity  of  valuable  articles  taken  from  the 
prizes  she  destroyed. 

596.  Ship  London  Packet,  14  guns,  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  London,  laden  with  16,000  hides,  &c.  cap- 
tured by  the  letter  of  marque  brig  Argus,  of  Boston, 
on  her  voyage  from  France,  and  sent  into  Boston, 
where  the  brig  has  also  arrived.  The  prize  is  esti- 
mated at  $16.), 000. 

59 7.  Brig  A iantic,  from  Trinidad  for  Covk,  laden 

with  320  hhds.  sugar,  90  seroons  of  indigo,  and  other 
valuable  commodities,  captured  by  the  same  and 
ordered  for  the  first  port  in  the  United  States.  The 
indigo,  worth  18  or  20,000  dollars  was  taken  out  of 
the  prize  and  is  safe.  1 

598.  Brig  J-*ne,  captured  by  ditto,  and  ransomed 
to  dispose  of  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  above. 

599.  Brig  Jane,  in  ballast,  captured  by  the  Snap 
Dragon,  and  given  up  Vo  dispose  of  her  prisoners. 

6U0.  Brig  Venus,  captured  by  ditto  anil  ditto. 

601  Schooner  Elizabeth,  captured  by  ditto,  di- 
vested of  her  valuable  articles  and  given  up. 

602,  603.  Brig  Happy  and  barque  Reprisal,  cap- 
tured by  ditto,  and  ditto. 
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Patriotism  of  Tennessee. 


Soon  after  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  now  in 
session,  had  convened,  information  reached  them  of 
the  late  horrible  massacre  on  the  Mobile.  The  fol- 
lowing official  acts,  the  spontaneous  result  of  the 
impression  such  an  event  was  likely  to  make  on  the 
minds  of  high-minded  freemen,  have  been  obligingly 
handed  for  publication.  Tiiis  is  the  genuine  pa- 
triotism of  a republic — prompt,  energetic  and  with- 
out alloy. 

AN  ACT 

To  repel  the  invasion  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  by 
the  Creek  Indians  ; and  to  afford  relief  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  bp  the  general  assembly  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee,  that  of  the  militia  of  said 
state,  the  governor  is  hereby  authorised  to  organize 
and  march  immediately  any  number  not  exceeding- 
three  thousand  five  hundred  men  ; in  such  propor- 
tions of  infantry,  riflemen,  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
mounted  infantry,  as  the  governor  and  commanding 
general  may  deem  proper  for  the  public  service — to 
any  place  in  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  or  in  the 
Mississippi  territory,  where  said  troops  may  give  re- 
lief to  the  citizens  of  said  territory,  and  repel  the 
invasion  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  by  said  Indians 
and  their  allies. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  contract  for 
and  supply  said  troops  with  provisions,  ammunition 
and  arms  at  the  expense  of  said  state,  until  the  ge- 
neral government  make  provision  for  said  troops, 
and  to  draw  on  the  treasurers  of  said  state  for  the 
money ; or  borrow  the  same  of  either  the  banks  in 
Tennessee,  or  any  other  source  at  a rate  of  interest 
usual  in  said  banks. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  enacted.  That  in  the  event  the  gene- 
ral government  refuse  to  pay  the  aforesaid  troops, 
for  their  services,  as  other  similar  troops  are  paid 
by  the  said  government;  then  and  in  that  event, 
said  troops  shall  be  paid  by  the  state  of  Tennessee 
in  the  same  manner  the  United  States  pay  similar 
troops. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  enacted.  That  each  or  either  of  the 
banks  in  Tennessee  are  hereby  authorised  to  lend 
to  the  governor  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  used 
in  supplying  the  aforesaid  troops,  or  for  their  pay,  or 
the  purchase  of  ammunition  or  arms. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  enacted,  That  any  sum  the  governor 
may  borrow  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  re- 
venue of  this  state  shall  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  of 
the  same  and  the  interest — and  in  the  event  the  ge- 
neral govern ynent  do  not  pay  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  governor,  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state  a tax  shall  be  laid  on  the  taxable  pro- 
perty of  this  state,  sufficient  to  raise  the  sum  and 
the  interests  thereon,  which  may  be  borrowed  by  the 
governor. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  governor’s  war- 
rant on  the  treasury  of  this  state,  for  the  sum  or 
sums  he  may  borrow,  and  the  interests  thereon,  shall 
be  sufficient  and  conclusive  evidence  of  such  debts, 
and  shall  entitle  the  lenders  to  draw  interest  on  tl»e 

Tol.  y. 


sum  or  sums  advanced  from  the  time  advanced,  un- 
til said  sum  or  sums  be  repaid,  and  that  the  interest 
shall  be  paid  half  yearly,  agreeable  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest mentioned  in  the  second  section  of  this  act. 
TH.  CLAIBORNE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
R.  C.  FOSTER, 

Sfteaker  of  the  Senate, 

Sept.  25th,  1813— Duplicate. 

State  of  Tennessee,  in  general  assemble,  September 
27th,  1813. 

Whereas  the  recent  massacres  committed  by  the 
Creek  Indians,  on  our  southern  frontiers,  together 
with  the  unexpected  number  of  warriors  of  that  na- 
tion which  have  lately  resorted  to  arms  against  the 
United  States,  has  produced  a conviction  on  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  this  legislature,  that  the 
number  of  • troops  called  for  by  the  general  govern-' 
ment,  to  repel  and  subdue  tins  savag-e  enemy,  is  in- 
sufficient to  answer  the  contemplated  purpose,  and 
the  general  assembly  have  directed  three  thousand 
five  hundred  additional  troops  to  be  raised  in  th'rs 
state,  to  aid  in  suppressing  this  new  ally  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  as  it  is  believed  that  the  force 
should  also  act  under  the  direction  of  the  general 
government,  and  be  supported  at  the  common  ex- 
pence ; Therefore, 

Resolved , That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  and 
he  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  give  immediate 
information  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States  of 
the  time  when,  and  the  place  at  which,  the  three 
thousand  five  hundred  men  will  he  prepared  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  general  government,  accompanied 
with  a request  that  t he  said  troops  be  immediately 
received  into  the  public  service. 

TH.  CLAIBORNE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Ii.  C.  FOSTER, 

_ Speaker  of  the  Senate . 


Indian  Warfare. 

The  following  letter  from  Judge  Toulmin  to  the 
editor  of  the  Raieigh  Register,  gives  a particular 
account  of  the  late  shocking  massacre  at  Tensaw  : 

“ JHobile,  September  7. 

u Dear  Sir— The  dreadful  catastrophe  which  we 
have  been  some  time  anticipating  has  at  length  taken 
place.  The  Indians  have  broken  in  upon  us,  in  num- 
bers and  fury  unexampled.  Our  settlement  is  over- 
run, and  our  country,  T fear,  is  on  the  eve  of  bein^ 
depopulated.  The  accounts  which  we  received  led 
‘ us  to  expect  an  attack  about  the  full  moon  of  Au- 
gust; and  it  was  known  at  Pensacola,  when  the 
ammunition  was  given  to  the  Indians  who  were  to 
be  the  leaders  of  the  respective  parties  destined  to. 
attack  the  different  parts  of  our  settlement.  The 
attempt  was  made  to  deprive  them  of  their  ammu- 
nition (issued  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a British  general)  on  their  way  from  Pensa- 
cola (and  in  which  it  was  said  the  Indians  lost  more 
than  20  men,  although  only  one  third  of  our  people 
stood  their  ground)  it  is  highly  probable  in  somi 
measure  retarded  their  operations;  and  the  steady 
succession  of  rain  contributed  to  preduoe  tke  same. 
G 
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effect,  Had  their  attempt  been  conducted  with  i 
more  judgment  and  supported  with  more  vigor,  |] 
there  would,  have  been  an  end,  for  a time  of  Indian  !i 
warfare.  In  consequence  of  the  delay,  our  citizens  j 
began  to  grow  careless,  and  confident  ; and  several 
families  who  had  removed  from  Tensaw  to  Fort 
Svoddert,  returned  again  and  fell  a sacrifice  to  the 
merciless  savages. 

Our  whole  plan  of  defence  was  erroneous.  It  was 
adopted  by  the  citizens  under  an  imperfect  view  of 
their  danger.  From  the  best  accounts  which  I can 
obtain,  1 suppose  that  there  must  have  been  twenty 
forts  erected  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river  between 
Fort  Stodderl  and  the  upper  settlements,  a distance 
of  about  70  miles,  which  in  a country  so' thinly  set- 
tled as  ours,  could  not  be  maintained,  even  if  they 
fcad  been  better  constructed.  About  the  20th  of 
August,  intelligence  was  communicated  to  us  by 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  that  in  eight  or  tew  days,  that 
an  attack  would  be  made  by  distinct  bodies  of 
Creeks  on  Mims’s  Fort,  in  the  Tensaw  settlement, 
which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Alabama,  nearly  oppo- 
site to  Fort  Stoddert — on  the  forts  in  the  forks  of 
Tombigby  and  Alabama — on  Easely’s  fort,  near  the 
Choctaw  line  on  the  Tombigby — and  finally  on  the 
Fort  and  United  States’  trading  house  at  H.  Hopkins, 
A very  valuable  officer,  major  Densely  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  volunteers,  commanded  at  Fort 
Mims.  About  a mile  or  two  from  it  was  another  for', 
at  Pierce’s  mills  ; find  a few  miles  below  that  place, 
at  another  mill  a small  party  of  solders  was  also' 
stationed.  Mims,  however,  where  were  the  greatest 
number  of  families  and  property  collected,  seems  to 
have  been  the  sole  object  of  attack  in  that  quarter. 

A few  days  before  the  attack,  some  negroes  of 
Mr.  M(Girt’s  who  lived  in  ^lat  part  of  the  Creek 
territory  which  is  inhabited  by  half  breeds,  had  been 
sent  up  the  Alabama  to  his  plantation  for  corn  ; 
three  of  them  were  taken  by  a party  of  Indians.  One 
escaped  and  brought  down  news  of  the  approach  of 
the  Indians.  The  officer  gave  but  little  credit  to 
him;  but  they  made  some  further  preparation  to 
receive  the  enemy.  On  the  next  day  Mr,  James 
Cornels,  a half-breed,  and  some  white  men,  who  had 
been  out  on  the  late  battle  ground,  and  discovered 
the  trail  of  a considerable  body  of  Indians  going 
towards  Mr.  M ‘Girl’s,  came  to  the  fort  and  informed 
the  commanding  officer,  of  the  discovery.  Though 
their  report  did  not  appear  to  receive  full  credit, 
it  occasioned  greater  exertions  ; and  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  considerable  work  was  done  to  put  the  fort 
in  a state  of  defence.  Sunday  morning  three  negroes 
were  sent  out  to  attend  the  cattle,  who  soon  return- 
ed with  an  account  that  they  had  seen  20  Indians. — 
Scouts  were  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
report.  They  returned  and  declared  that  they  could 
see  no  signs  of  Indians.  One  of  the  negroes  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Randon  was  whipped  for  bringing  what 
they  deemed  a false  report — He  was  sent  out  again 
on  Monday,  and  saw  a body  of  Indians  approaching ; 
but  afraid  of  being  whipped  lie  did  not  return  to 
Mims’s,  but  to  Pierce’s  fort ; but  before  his  story 
could  be  communicated,  the  attack  wa s made.  The 
commanding  officer  called  upon  Mr  Fletcher,  who 
owned  another  of  the  negroes,  to  whip  him  also. — 
He  believed  the  bov  and  resisted  two  or  three  appli- 
cations ; but  at  length  they  had  him  actually  brought 
out  for  the  purpose,  when  the  Indians  appeared  in 
view  of  the  fort.  The  gate  was  open.  The  Indians 
had  to  come  through  an  open  field  150  yards  wide, 
before  they  could  reach  the  fort,  and  yet  they  were 
within  thirty  steps  61  the  fort,  at  11  in  the  morning, 
before  they  were  noticed.  The  sentry  then  gave  the 
Cry  of  ‘ Indians  !’  and  they  immediately  set  up  a most 
fcrerible.  ’war-whoop  and  rushed  into  the  gate  with 


inconceivable  rapidity,  and  got  within  it  before  the 
| people  of  the  fort  had  any  opportunity  of  shutting 
|it.  This  decided  their  fate.  Major  Beasely  was  shot 
I through  the  belly  near  the  gate.  He  called  to  the 
men  to  take  care  of  the  ammunition  and  to  retreat 
to  the  house.  He  went  himself  to  a kitchen  wliere 
it  is  supposed  he  must  have  been  burnt. 

Tiie  fort  was  originally  square.  Major  Eeasely 
had  it  enlarged,  by  extending  the  lines  of  two  sides 
about  50  feet,  and  putting  up  a new  side  info  which 
the  gate  was  removed.  The  old  line  of  pickets  stood  : 
and  the  Indians  upon  rushing  into  the  gate,  obtained 
possession  of  this  additional  part,  and  through  the 
port  holes  of  the  old  line  of  pickets  fired  on  the  peo- 
ple who  held  the  interior.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  fort,  an  offset  or  bastion  was  made  round  the 
back  gate,  winch  being  open  on  the  ou:side  was  also 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Indians,  who  with  the 
axes  which  lay  scattered  about  immediately  began 
to  cut  down  the  gate.  There  was  a large  body,  of 
Indians,  though  they  probably  did  not  exceed  400. 
Our  people  seemed  to  sustain  the  attack  with  un- 
daunted spirit.  They  took  possession  of  the  port 
holes  in  the  other  lines  of  the  fort  and  fired  on  the 
Indians  who  remained  in  the  field.  Some  of  the  In- 
dians got  on  the  block  house,  at  one  of  the  corners  : 
but  after  firing  a good  deal  down  upon  the  people 
they  were  dislogded.  They  succeeded  however  in 
setting  fire  to  a house  near  the  pickets  from  which 
it  was  communicated  to  the  kitchen  and  from  thence 
to  the  main  dwelling  house.  They  attempted  to  do 
it  by  burning  arrows,  but  failed.  When  the  people 
in  the  fort  saw  the  Indians  retained  full  possession 
of  the  outer  court,  that  the  gate  continued  open,  that 
their  men  fell  very  fast,  and  that  their  houses  were 
inflames,  they  began  to  despond.  Some  determined 
to  cut  their  way  through  the  pickets  and  escape. — 
Of  the  whole  number  of  whitemen  and  half-breeds 
in  the  fort,  it  is  supposed  that  not  more  than  25  or 
30  escaped  and  of  these  many  were  wounded.  The 
rest  and  almost  all  the  women  and  children  fell  a 
sacrifice  either  to  the  arms  of  the  Indians  or  to  the 
flames.  The  battle  terminated  about  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a half  before  sunset. 

The  information  thus  far,  was  given  to  me  by  a 
person  of  character  and  credibility,  who  was  present 
during  the  whole  scene,  and  who  escaped  through 
the  opening  made  in  the  pickets.  The  women  and 
children  took  refuge  in  an  upper  storv  of  the  dwel- 
ling house  : and  it  is  said  that  the  Indians  when  the 
building  were  in  flames,  danced  round  them  with 
savage  delight.  The  helpless  victims  perished  in  the 
flames.  It  is  also  reported,  lhat  when  the  buildings 
were  burning  and  the  few  who  remained  were  ex- 
posed to  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  they  collected 
as  many  as  they  could  of  the  guns  of  the  deceased, 
and  threw  both  them  and  the  remaining  stock  of  am- 
munition into  the  flames,  to  prevent  their  becoming 
subservient  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  to  the  de- 
struction of  heir  fellow  citizens.  Surely  this  was 
an  instance  of  determined  resolution  and  benevolent 
foresight  of  which  there  are  not  many  examples. 

But  notwithstanding  the  bravery  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  the  Indians  carried  all  before  them,  and 
• murdered  the  armed  and  the  helpless  without  dis- 
■ crimination.  Our  ioss  is  7 commissioned  officers  and 
about  100  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
of  the  first  .regiment  of  Mississippi  Territory  volun- 
teers. TiiereA-vvere  about  24  families  of  men,  wo* 

, men  and  children  in  the  fort,  of  whom  almost  all 
: have  perished,  amounting  to  about  160  souls  I 
, reckon,  however,  among  them  about  six  families  of 
i half-breeds,  and  seven  Indians.  There  wefe  also 
: about  100  negroes,  of  whom  a large  proportion  were 
killed.  The  half-breeds  have  uniformly  done  them- 
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wives  h Dior,  anti  those  who  survive  will  afford  great 
assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Some  of 
the  most  respectable  among*  them  were  at  Pierce's 
fort,  anrJ  are  ready  with  all  their  dexterity  and  all 
their  courage,  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  friends,  I 
and  the  Restriction  of  their  property.  It  was  princi- , 
pally  through  them  that  we  learnt  that  the  real  ob-  [ 
ject  of  thf:  Indians,  in  obtaining  ammunition  at  Pen-' 
sacola,  wjis  to  make  immediate  war  on  the  white 
people,  at)id  that  the  idea  entertained  in  the  eastern  J 
part  of  tlv;  Creek  Nation,  that  this  was  only  a se-j 
•condury  anil  remote  object,  was  not  founded  in  fact,  I 
and.  was  probably  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  put-  j 
ting  us  off  our  guard,  and  keeping  out  of  sight  the 
real  intention  of  their  revolt  against  the  constituted! 
authorities  of  their  nation. 

The  mournful1  tale  of  the  disaster  at  Mims’ reach- 
ed the  cantonment  near  Fort  Stoddert,  a distance  of 


whole  within  their  reach  in  one  scene  of  desolation  * 
It  is  said  that  they  have  left  their  wives  and  chib 
dren  at  a western  frontier  settlement  of  the  Creeks 
on  a branch  of  the  Tom  Bigby,  called  the  Black 
Warrior,  and  should  they  be  closely  pressed,  (ot 
which  however  l see  no  probability)  they  will  de- 
camp with  the  whole  and  Join  the  Western  tribes. 

Had  the  ChoctaWs  been  engaged  in  our  service, 
they  would  have  given  them  a check  : but  as  it  is, 
our  only  hope  for  aid,  or  rather  for  revenge  air  some 
distant  day,  rests  on  the  energy  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States. 

I am  deal*  sir,  yours  very  sincerely  and  respect- 
fully. HENRY  TOULAIIN. 

Sept.  34 — A British  armed  sclrooner  has  arrivcd 
at  Pensacola  with  ammunition,  clothing  >.nd  blank- 
ets from  the  Bahamas,  for  the  hostile  Indians. 


16  miles,  not  untill  about  10  o’clock  on  Tuesday 
night.  This  cantonment  (called  Mount  Vernon) 
was  very  ill  calculated  for  defence,  and  was  like  the 
fort  on  Tensaw,  wonderfully  encumbered  by  helpless 
families.  It  had  been  suggested  in  the  morning  of 
that  day,  tiiat  the  removal  of  the  helpless  to  a place 
of  security,  would  be  highly  expedient  : but  the 
difficulties  of  removal  and  of  support  when  remov- 
ed, presented  themselves  more  forcibly  to  the  minds 
of  many,  than  the  danger  of  delay  ; and  even  those 
who  saw*  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  could  not  re- 
concile themselves  to  the  idea  of  abandoning  their 
fellow*  citizens. 

When,  hou*ever,  the  news’  of  the  massacre  at 
Fort  Mims  arrived,  there  was  no  longer  any  hesita- 
tion ; and  such  was  the  hurry  of  a flig’ht  conducted 
almost  at  midnight,  that  few  took  any  thing  with 
them,  even  to  support  themselves  on  their  way  to 
Mobile.  Some  pushed  off  by  water,  others  fled  by 
land  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  whole 
face  of  the  country  exhibited  a.  scene  of  consternation 
and  distress — Widow’s  fled  for  the  preservation  of 
their  own  lives,  whilst  tortured  by  a belief  in  the 
direful  death  of  their  husbands  or  friends — and 
some  escaped  from  fort  Stoddert,  'lamenting  in  the 
bitterness  of  agonized  grief  the  murder  of  mothers, 
fathers,  sisters  and  brothers — The  river  w*as  strew- 
ed with  boats  from  fort  Stoddert  to  Mobile  ; and 
here  many  have  no  shelter  and  no  means  of  support, 
unless  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  im- 
pressed by  a view  of  the  distressing  urgency  of  then- 
situation,  should  afford  them  assistance  out  of  the 
public  stores. 

What  attacks  have  been  made  on  the  upper  forts 
at  St.  Stephens,  and  in  the  forks,  which'  are  now* 
reduced  to  two,  I do  not  know* — I fear  however  the 
same  result  was  at  Mims  ; and  all  which  the  survi- 
vors can  hope  for,  is  that  some  little  respite  may 
be  afforded  to  the  straggling  inhabitants,  and  to 
the  town  of  Mobile,  after  the  forts  are  demolished,] 
and  that  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  their  wound- j 
ed  and  carrying  home  their  plunder  may  induce  the 
Indians  to  delay  for  a few*  weeks  an  attack  on  the) 
town  ’of  Mobile,  and  on  the  military  station  near! 
fort  Stoddert. 


Barbarities  of  the  Enemy. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represent 
talives , appointed  to  enquire  into  the  sprint  and  manner  in  udikft 
the  roar  has  been  waged  by  the  enemy . 

(Continued  from  page  95.)  ' 

No.  VIII. 

OUTRAGES  AT  HAMPTON. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  general  Taylor  to  admiral  Warren , dated 
head-quarters,  Norfolle,  29th  June , 1813. 

“I  have  heard  with  grief  and  astonishment  of  the  excess,  both  to 
property  and  persons,  committed  by  the  land  troops,  who  took 
possession  ot  Hampton.  The  respect  I entertain  for  your  personal 
character  leads  me  to  make  known  these  excesses.  It  would  not 
become  me  to  suggest  what  course  of  enquiry  and  punishment  is 
due  to  the  honor  ot  your  arms.  But  the  world  will  suppose  those 
acts  to  have  been  approved,  if  not  excited,  which  are.  passed  over 
with  impunity.  I do  not  howevor  deprecate  any  measures  which 
you  may  think  necessary  or  proper— hut  am  prepared  for  any 
species  of  warfare,  which  you  may  be  disposed  to  prosecute.  It  is 
for  the  sake  of  humanity  I enter  this  protest. 

“We  are  in  this  part  of  the  country  merely  in  the  noviciate  of 
our  warfare.  The  character  it  will  hereafter  assume,  whether  of 
mildness  or  ferocity,  will  materially  depend  on  the  first  operations 
of  our  anus  and  on  the  personal  character  and  dispositions  of  the 
respective  commanders.  For  myself,  I assure  you  most  solemnly, 
that  I neither  have  authorised,  nor  will  sanction  any  outrage  on 
humanity  or  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare.  On  the  contrary,  I think 
it  due  no  less  to  my  personal  honor,  than  to  that  of  my  country,  to 
repress  and  punish  every  excess.  I hope  that  these  sentiments  will 
be  reciprocated.  It  will  depend  on  you  w liether  the  evils  insepe- 
rable  from  a state  of  war,  shall  in  our  operations,  be  tempered  by 
the  mildness  of  civiliaed  life,  or  under  your  authority  be  aggra- 
vated by  all  the  fiend  like  passions  which  can  be  instilled  iuto  them.” 
ADMIRAL  WARREN  TO  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

His  Britannic  majesty's  ship  San  Domingo , Hampton  Roadsj, 
Chesapeake  Bay,  June  29,  1813. 

SIR,— I have  "to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
(day,  stating  that  you  had  communicated  to  your  government  the 
proposal  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  also  that  some  excesses 
had  been  committed  by  the  troops  iH  the  late  affair  at  Hampton, 
lhave  communicated  to  my  friend,  sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  the  com- 
mander ofhis  majesty’s  forces  on  shore,  this  part  of  your  letter,  and 
he  will  have  the  boner  of  writing  to  you  upon  the  points  to  which 
it  alludes. 

I beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  is  my  wish  to  alleviate  the  mip- 
fortunes  of  the  war  commenced  against  liiy  country,  by  every  means 
in  my  power;  at  the  same  time  I am  prepared  to  meet  any  result 
tiiat  may  ensue  between  the  two  nations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

(Signed)  JOHN  B.  WARREN, 

Admiral  of  the  blue,  and  commander  in  chieC- 

Brigadier  general  Taylor , 

Commanding  the  United  States  forces  at  Hampton. 

A true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE,  major,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gert. 


But  at  all  events,  I think  it  probable  that  by  tbe 
first  quarter  of  tbe  next  moon,  they  will  return  in 
greater  force  ; and  as  the  Spaniards  unquestionably 
encouraged  them,  it  is  possible  that  they  may  then 
be  ready  to  support  them.— Should  no  assistance 
come  from  the  Mississippi,  from  Tennessee  and 
from  Georgia,  the  whole  country  from  the  Choc- 
taws to  the  sea  will  be  a desolate  waste  and  a white 
man  will  not  dare  to  raise  his  head  out  of  the  limits 
of  a military  garrison.  As  it  is  we  have  abandoned 
our  houses,  our  crops  and  our  herds,  and  wherever 
the  Indian!?  have  appeared,  they  have  involved  the 


SIR  SIDNEY  BECKWITH  TO  GENEUAL  TAYLOR. 

Ilis  'majesty's  ship  San  Domingo,  June  29,  1813. 

SIR, — Admiral  sir  John  Warren  having  communicated  to  me 
the  contents  of  your  letter,  I Jose  no  time  in  assuring  you,  that  your 
j ish  cannot  exceed  mine  to  carry  on  war  with  every  attention  to 
the  unfortunate  individuals,  in  whose  immediate  vicinity  military 
operations  may  take  place.  In  this  spirit  I shall  vie  with  you  to  the 
j utmost.  At  the  same  time  I ought  to  state  to  you,  that  the  excesses 
i of  w hich  you  complain  at  Hampton  were. occasioned  by  a proceed- 
ing of  so  extraordinary  a nature,  that  if  I had  not  been  an  eys 
witness,  I could  not  have  credited  it.  At  the  recent  attempt  on 
Craney  island,  the  tie-ops  in  a barge  sunk  by  tbe  fire  of  your  guns 
clung-  to  the  wreck  of  the  boat.  Several  Americans,  I assure  )t>u 
most  solemnly,  waded  off  from  the  island,  and  in  the  presence  of 
/all,  engaged,  tired  upon,  and  shot  these  poor  fellows.  With  a fuel- 
ing natural  to  such  a proceeding  the  inta  of  jk&t  landed  at 
Hampton* 
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That  occurrences  of  the  kind  may  never  occur  agai  i,  and  that  hut  admiral  Warren  expressed  a wish  that  I would  r mf. in,  saying 


the  troops  of  each  nniiort  niav  be  guided  by  sentiments  ot  honor 
and  humanity  is  the  earnest  wish  of  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  SIDNEY  BECKWITH,  quarter-master  general. 
brigadier  general.  Taylor , 

Commanding  the  United  States  troops  at  Norfolk. 

A true  copy- JAMES  MAURICE,  major, 

Acting  assistant  adjutant  general. 

Head-Quarters.  Norfolk,  July  1,  1813. 

STR-It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  receive  your  assu- 
ffu.ce  that  von  wish  “to  carry  on  war  with  every  attention  to  tin 
Unfortunate  individuals  in  whose  immediate  vicinity  military  op. 
rations  may  take  place.”  Such  sentiments  a one  give  spl.  n or  to 
eour.4'’"  avid  confer  honcrr  on  military  stall.  Worthless  is  the  laurel 
sieei.ed  in  female  urns,  and  .joyless  the  conquests  which  hav. 
inflicted  jwedlt  ss  woe  on  the  peaceful  and  unresisting.  1 he  frank 
ness  with  which  you  admit  the  excesses  at  Hampton  is  a guarantee 
against  the  repetition.  . . , , , .... 

I cannot  doubt,  sir,  your  conviction  that  the  scene  described  by 
you  at  Crane y island  was  really  act'  d.  Bet  by  the  very  reason  it 
fl">KiU-ed  to  you  incredible  and  inhuman,  it  should  have  been 
aiiautliorwcd.  Your  own -perception  of  propriety  shall  decide,  if 
futs  should  not  have  been  ascertained  and  redress  demanded, 
hefm^  retaliation  was  resorted  to,  a retaliation  too  extravagant  in 
its  measure"  applying  not  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  all~dged  of- 
fence oil  their  comrades,  but  to  the  innocent  and  help!  ss.  I havi 
reason  to  think  that  you  are  mistaken  in  yonr  impressions  ot  the 
conduct  of  onr  troops  at  Cranny  island— that  they  waded  into  the 
wat<  r,  on  the  sinking  of  vuur  boat,  is  true— but  I learn  tliat  it  was 
fertile  purpose  of  securing  their  conquest  and  assisting  the  perish- 
ing—one  pit-son.  pei-l.R vs  more,  was  slot,  but  it  was  only  for  a 
continued  effort  to  escape,  after  repeated  offers  of  safety  on  sur- 
render-such at  least  is  the  representation  made  to  me.  If  however 
your  yielding  troops  h^ve  been  butchered,  it  is  due  to  the  honor  o' 
our  arms  to  disclatfrt  and  punish  the  enormity.  The  fame  of  my 
country  shall  never  be  tarnished  by  such  conduct  in  th-~  troops 
under  toy  command,  i leave  to-day  ordered  an  enquiry  into  thi 
facts,  by  a board  of  field  officers— proper  m-astires  shall  be  taken 


to  punish  whatsoever  of  impropriety  may  have  been  committed. 
I flatter  myself  you  will  perceive  in  these  measures  a disposition 
to  afford  no  cause  of  reproach  in  any  future  conflict.  When  We 
r»pet.  let  us  ombat  as  soldiers,  jealous  of  the  honor  of  our  respec- 
tive countries,  anxious  to  surpass  each  other  as  well  in  magnani- 
mity ns  in  courage.  „ , 

Ai  cept,  sir,  tlic  assurance  of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 
('Signed)  ROBERT  B.  TAYLOR.  Brig.  gen.  commanding. 

To  sir  Sidney  Beckwith , O.  M.  general, 
co  , Hounding  the  land  forces  vj  tl.  B.  M. 

Hampton  Roads. 

A copy— JOHN  MYERS,  Aid-de-camp. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  brigudrir-general  Taylor  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  dated  Norfolk,  id  July,  1313. 

I enclosed,  as  was  promised  yestetday,  copies  of  the  letters  written 
to  admiral  Warren  and  general  Beckwith.  My  aid  who  carried 
them  down  yesterday,  brought  back  a leu  r from  admiral  Warren, 
of  which  a copy  is  enclosed,  and  has  made  a statement  of  what 
occurred  in  his  conference  with  the  gen.  ral. 

The  letter  of  the  admiral,  though  polite,  is  certainly  not  respon- 
sive to  any  tiling  which  has  occurred;  and  the  core  ersation  with 
the  gent  ral,  though  equally  civil,  is  obviously  designed  to  prevent 
any  further  discussion  of  the  subject.  From  the  report  of  prisoners 
and  deserters,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  before  the 
attack  on  Craney island, die  cupidity  o‘  the  troops  had  been  excited 
by  a promise  of  the  pillage  of  Norfolk  ; to  inflame  their  resentment 
after  their  failure,  and  to  keep  alive  the  hope  of  plunder  at  Nor- 
folk, there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  our  troops  have  unmeritedly 
been  charged  with  misconduct  at  Craney  island,  and  that  made  a 
pretext  for  th  >r  excesses  and  their  conduct  at  Hampton.  I enter- 
tain no  doubt  of  the  justification,  of  the  honor  and  magnanimity  of 
our  men,  bytiie  report  of  the  beard  of  officers.  Ido  not  mean  that 
the  subject  shall  drop,  but  w hen  I communicate  the  report.  I shall 
leave  the  British  commander  the  alternative,  either  of  adopting 
similar  measuses  in  his  own  army  or  remaining  under  the  imputa- 
tion of  having  excited  their  troops  to  commit  these  excesses.  Our 
troops  are  highly  inflamed. 

‘Notes  for  captain  Myers  in  his  interview  with  admiral  Warren. 

A defenceless  and  unresisting  town  has  been  given  up  to  indis- 
criminate pillage— though  civilized  war  tolerates  this  only  as  to 
fortified  places  carried  by  assauti  and  aft  r summons. 

Individuals  have  been  stripped  naked— a sick  man  stabbed 
twicein  the  hospital— a sick  man  shot  at  Pembroke  in  bis  bed,  and 
in  the  arms  of  bis  wife,  long  after  the  defeat  of  the  troops— his  wife 
also  shot  at  anti  wounded,  a Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby, 

Females  have  been  not  only  assaulted  and  personally  abused  and 
Struck — but  even  violated. 

If  occasion  offers,  notice  may  he  incidentally  made  of  the  in- 
formation given  by  prisoners  and  deserters  of  the  promise  to  plun- 
der at  Norfolk. 

As  to  the  imputation  on  our  troops  at  Craney  island,  if  admiral 
Warren  should  mention  it  deny  the  fact  and  state  the  actual  con- 
duct of  our  troops,  in  going  into  the  water  to  assist  their  men, 
and  then  giving  them  refreshment  as  soon  as  they  entered  the  tort. 
Bef-  r to  the  conduct  of  all  our  prisoners,  particularly  those  taken 
from  the  boats  of  the  Victorious. 

JNO  MYERS,  capt.  and  aid-de-eamp. 

Head-Quarters,  Norfolk,  July  2d,  1813. 

SIR,— In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I proceeded  yesterday  with  a 
flag  of  truce  to  admiral  Warren  in  Hampton  Roads,  to  whom  I 
banded  both  the  dispatch  for  himself  and  that  for  sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with. The  admiral  received  me  w ith  civility,  and  w ith  many  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  term#  of  your  letter.  Sir  Sidney  wa"s  on 


that  he  would  desire,  no  doubt,  to  give  a reply. 

Sir  Skim  y did  not  arrive  ‘tiil  eight  o'clock.  He  expressed  great 
respect  for  the  motives  that  had  actuated  you,  sir,  in  t!».-  m asnr  s 
which  you  wert  pursuing— the)  were  more  than  bed  rat'd— it  was 
su  i cient,  lie  said,  if  your  own  mind  was  satisfn  d.  H express  d 
regr  t at  the  trouble  you  had  taken,  and  much  d-  f r<  c ce  f<ir  yo  r 
cimractei  with  a resolution  to  vie  with  you  in  efforts  to  con!  ne 
future  <>|>‘  rations  within  the  bounds  of  humanity  »«d  the  usages 
ol  w ar.  He  said,  in  allusion  to  the  pretended  conduc  t of  our  nun 
at  Crany  island,  that  it  proceeded  no  doubt  from  a f.  v.  of  the  more 
disorderly.  I deni,  d the  charge  altogether,  as  I h f dom  in  my 
previous  interview,  when  it  was  made  the  justifies tion  of  their 
outrages  at  Hampton,  on  the  ground  of  retaliation. 

1 tumid  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give  to  your  dispatch  a 
wiatten  reply.  By  the  light  manner  in  which  tu  glanced  at  the 
',l!j  vt  ol  your  investigation,  1 could  p-rceive  th.rt  it  was  pressed 
further  than  was  desirable  to  him.  It  was  my  \yv,h  how  vtr,  to 
be  able  to  report  to  you  the  probability  of  a lik  -/course  of  enquiry 
on  his  part,  and  I emimera  ed  tin  catalogue  of  abuses  and  violence 
at  Hampton.  I mentioned  the  pillage  of  the  town  and  the  wanton 
destruction  of  medicine.  That  individuals  had  lei 


_ _ .....  een  stripped  nak- d. 

A sick  man  stabbed  twice  who  was  in  the  hospital.  A sick  man 
shot  in  ins  bn!  at  Pembroke  and  in  the  arms  of  Ins  wife,  who  was 
also  shot  and  wound  d,  long  al  t r the  deficit  of  the  troops,  a Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kirby— and  finally  the  assault  c,.i  females,  their  being 
sum  k and  personally  abused  and  even  violated. 

At  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Kir’  y and  the  wound  given  to 
his  Wif. , s»r  bid  ey  distinctly  admitted  i i.  The  others  h appea.ed 
nut  to  be  acquainted  with  tin*  particulars  of,  ami  expressed  some 
concern  at  it.  II.  sai  l that  h.  had, .how*  ver,  on  coming  to  a know- 
ledge of  their  conduct,  immediately  ordered  the  embarkation  of 
lj1;  troops  that  were  concern- d,  with  a determination  that  they 
should  not  again  land,  and  that  while  be  was  unable  to  control  a 
past  event,  the  responsibility  ofa  recurrence  should  rest  on  himself. 
.1  !,at  tin  troops  under  his  command  were  strangers  to  him  on  his 
arrival  here,  and  appealing  to  my  knowledge  ot  the  nature  of  lhe 
w'.,r  >’i  Spain,  in  which  these  men  (meaning  th<-  French  corps)  he 
said  had  been  trained,  told  me  they  could  not  be  re  strained. 

1 hus  far  by  thought  lie  couid  not  give  a more  convincing  proof 
of  the  sincerity  ol  his  prol’ssions  than  in  the  withdrawal  of  those 
troops,  and  that  he  hail  moreoe  r just  been  emplby-d  in  finding  a 
new  watering  place  on  Back  river  in  order  to  remove  lrom  Hamp- 
ton and  to  quirt  the  mind,  of  the  inhabitants. 

He  assured  me  tliat  in  making  such  a pledge,  as  he  was  doing,  it 
should  not  be  lightly  r garth  d— that  he  would  eith-  r send  away 
tli.  st  troops,  or  wait  the  arrival  of  others  for  new  operations.  He 
concluded  by  expressing  a hope  that  you,  sir,  would  in  future  use 
no  reserve  in  communicating  any  subject  of  impropriety,  and  on 
Ins  part,  that  lie  should  certainly  do  so,  with  a due  regard  to  the 
liberality  of  your  conduct.  He  hoped  the  subject  was  at  rest. 
I took  my  leave.  I have  the  honor  to  b|j,  8cc. 

JOHN  MYERS,  captain  and  aid-de-camp. 
Brig.  gen.  Robert  B.  Taylor,  Not  folk.:  . 

Extract,  ofa  letter  from  general  Taylor  to  sir  Sidney  Beckwith , 
quarter-master  general,  commanding  the  lam'l  force  of  H.  B.  M. 
at  Hampton  Roads,  dated  Head-Quarters,  July' 5th,  1313. 

“I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  officers  convened  to  enquire  into  the  transactions  at 
Crany  island.  They  doubtless  will  convince  you  that  in  that  affair, 
the  American  troops  merited  no  censure ; that  their  conduct  was 
distinguished  by  humanity  and  magnanimity  ; and  that  the  distance 
to  which  you  were  removed  from  the  scene,  by  rendering  it  im- 
possible that  you  could  be  informed  of  the  motives  ot  their  con- 
duct, unhappily  led  you  to  draw  conclusions  equally  mistaken 
and  unmerited. 

“You  have  done  me  the  justice  to  declare,  that  the  measures 
pursued  by  me,  evince  a disposition  to  'permit  in  my  troops  no 
abuses  on  humanity  or  the  laws  of  civilized  war.  As  1 cannot 
doubt  the  existence  of  similar  sentiments  with  y ou,  I have  a right 
te  expect  on  your  part  measures  equally  decisive  and  unambigu- 
ous. If  I had  deemed  it  needful  to  forbid  openly  to  iny  whole 
army  hll  acts -of  impropriety  ; and  to  direct  a public  investigation, 
of  charges  believed  to  be  unmerited,  but  having  the  sanction  of 
your  imputation.  1 put  to  your  candor  to  determine,  if  'X  cesses 
in  your  troops,  admitted  by  yourself,  and  some  of  them  of  the  most 
atrocious  character,  should  pass  unnoticed.  My  conduct  and  your 
declarations  give  me  a claim  to  ask  that  these  excesses  be  punished. 
Your  army  will  then  h am  the  abhorre  nce  you  feel  for  such  acts, 
and  be  restrained  by  the  fear  of  your  indignation  from  similar 
outrages.  But  if  these  admitted  excesses  are  passed  by,  the  im- 
punity of  the  past  will  be  construed  by  your  troops  into  an  en- 
couragement of  future  outrages,  and  your  own  humane  inten- 
tions be  completely  defeated ; neither  can  you  be  unmindful  of 
the  propriety  of  taking  from  my  army  the  pretexts  for  impro- 
priety by  a knowledge  of  effectual  restraints  on  y oar’s. 

“I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  liberality  of  your  conduct  m 
promising  to  remove  the  troops  who  committed  the  outrages  at 
Hampton  from  the  opportunity  of  repeating  these  enormities. 
But,  besid-  s that  my  confidence  in  the  gallantry  of  the  American 
troops  (bi-bids  me  to  desire  any  diminution  of  your  force,  such  a 
measure  being  liable  to  misconception  by  our  own  troops,  might 
not  attain  your  object.  The  rank  and  file  of  an  army  seldom 
reason  very  profoundly,  and,  however  erroneously,  might  ascribe 
I heir  withdrawal  to  the  desertions  which  have  on  every  opportu- 
nity taken  place  in  that  corps,  and  in  their  unwillingness,  it’  any 
should  have  been  displayed,  to  tire  on  the  American  troops.  If 
this  should  unfortunately  be  the  case,  your  force  w ill  lie  diminished, 
without  securing  the  great  ends  of  discipline  ami  humanity  for 
which  you  had  with  so  much  liberality  made  the  sacrifice.  I am 
the  more  pressing  on  this  subject,  because  I have  reason  to  believe 


riiore  at  OffiPoint  Comfort.  Feeling  some  difficulty  about  the  that,  even  since  your  assurance,  though  unquestionably  against 
propriety  otaebi-ying  w board  for  his  arrival,  I wgs  about  to  dei>ai  t!  your  good  wishes,  very  improper  acts,  have  heuit  committed  on 
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Junes’  river.  Th<-  domestic  property  of  peaceable  private  ckizns 
ra  (Voted  by  all  civilized  nation*,  has  been  pillag'd,  ami  "li  t 
furnished  no.  alluivment  to  cupidity,  has  been  wantonly  defaced 
a*d  desuoyed. 

"If  such  act*  are  either  directed  or  sanctioned,  it  is  important  to 
vs  and  to  the  world  to  know,  what  species  of  warfare  the  arms 
tt  Great  Britain  mean  to  wag..  It'  authorised,  it  will  be  ot  little 
practical  avail  to  know  that  the  director  of  these  arms  ent  u tains 
the  most  liberal  personal  dispositions  while  these  dispositions 
remain  dormant  and  inoperative. 

"If  I am  troublesome  on  this  subject,  charge  it  to  my  anxious 
4»‘s>re  that  nothing  may  occur  to  emoitt  r our  own  fo-b"gs  and 
those  of  dur  r -speetive  nations.  In  the  progrtss  ol  the  w.ir, 
charges  pf  inhumanity  hav  e unhappily  been  tr'-queni  anil  recipro- 
cal. Iain  not  iudiif.  r'-nt  io  the  inf  .my,  which  such  a charge  * 
on  the  officer,  who  either  encourages  or  permits  it.  1 derive 
til.  highest  satisfaction  from  tile  assurances’  jou  have  given  ol 
• tniiar  senti  nc  ts.  We  have,  sir.  become  enemies  by  the  sacred 
obligations  we  ow"  our  respective  countries.  But  on  the  great  and 
expanded  subject  of  human  bappiuess,  wt- should  be  friends  by  the 
sympathy  of  our  feelings.  Let  us  then  cordially  unite,  and  exer- 
cising effectual lv  the  powers  with  which  our  governments  have 
invested  us,  give  to  our  warfare  a character  of  magnanimity,  con- 
ferring equal  honor  on  ourselves  and  on  our  countries.” 
EXTRACT  FHOH  ntiSKHAI.  OR II KBS. 

Ast.  Adjt.  Gen's  Office,  Norfolk , July  L IS  13. 
The  general  couimamiiug,  has  deemed  it  proper  to  rt  monstrati- 
against  the  excesses  cominitte.d  by  the  British  troops,  "iio  took 
ossession  of  Hampton.  It  has  been  attempted  to  justify  or  pal- 
ate these  excesses,  on  the  ground  of  inhumanity  in  sou.,  of  tin 
troops  at  Craney  island,  who  are  charged  with  having  waded  into 
the  river  and  shot  at  the  unresisting  and  yielding  to. , who  clung 
to  the  wreck  of  a boat,  which  had  been  stink  by  the  tire  of  our 
guns.  Humanity  and  nurey  are  inseperable  from  true  courage, 
and  the  general  knows  too  well  the  character  of  th  ■ troops  under 
his  command,  to  doubt  their  magnanimity  towards  an  unresisting 
foe.  It  is  equally  due  to  the  honor  of  the  troops  engage  ;!,  and  to 
the  hithertq  Unquestioned  fame  of  the  American  arms,  for  honor 
and  clemency,  that  the  imputation  should  be.  investigated. 

It  the  charge  be  well  founded,  the  army  must  oe  purified  by 
unishment  for  this  abomination.  If,  as  the  commander  hopes  ami 
elieves,  the  conduct  of  our  troops,  has  been  misconceived,  the 
World  should  have  an  authentic  record  to  repel  the  imputation. 

H therefore  directs  that  a board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  colonel 
Freeman,  president,  lieutenant-colonels  Boykin,  Mason  and  Read, 
do  convene,  the  day  after  to-morrow,  at  a place  to  be  appointed  by 
the  president  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  ill  se  charges  and 
report  accordingly.  JAMES  MAURICE,  major, 

Acting  Ast.  Adjt.  General. 

TO', PONT  OF  THE  BOAUO. 

The  evidence  having  been  gone  through,  the  board,  aft  -r  deli- 
berate and  mature  consideration,  do  pronounce  the  following 
opinion 

That  it  appear'  from  the  testimony  adduced  that  on  the  22d  of 
last  month,  in  the  action  at  Craney  island,  two  of  the  enemy’s 
boats  in  front  of  their  iine  were  sunk  by  t h n tire  of  our  batteries  ; 
the  soldi  rsand  sailors  who  were  in  Cose  boats  were  cons,  queiitly 
afloat  and  in  danger  ot  drowning,  and  being  in  front  of  the  boats 
which  were  uninjured;  to  disable  these  our  guns  were  necessarily 
fired  in  a direction  of  the  men  in  the  water,  but  with  no  intention 
whatever  to  do  them  further  harm ; but  on  the  contrary,  orders  w . re 
given  to  prevent  this  by  ceasing  to  lire  grape,  and  only  to  fire 
round  shot ; ;l  also  is  substantiated  that  one  of  the.  enemy  w ho  had 
apparently  suriv  d red,  advanced  towards  th  * shore,  about  one 
hundred  yards,  When  he  suddenly  turned  to  his  right,  anti  endea- 
vored to  inaki  h s escape  to  a body  of  the  enemy  who  bad  landed 
above  the  island  and  who  were  then  in  view  ; then  and  not.  till  th./n 
was  lie  fiivd  upn  to  bring  him  hack,  which  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  he  was  taken  unhurt  to  the  island. 

It  further  appears  that  tfie  troops  on  the  island  exerted  them- 
selves, in  acts  of  hospitality  and  Kindness  to  the  unresisting  and 
yielding  foe. 

Therefore  the  board  d \ with  great  satisfaction,  declare,  as  their 
unbiassed  opinion,  th  t the  charge  alleged  against  the  troops  is 
unsupported ; and  that  the  character  of  the  American  soldiery 
for  humanity  and  magnanimity  lias  not  been  committed ; but 
•n  the  coutr.  ry,  confirmed. 

C.  FREEMAN,  col.  artillery,  president. 

A.  T.  MASON,  It.  col.  commanding  Sthregt.  infty. 
F.  M.  BOYKIN,  It.  col.  commanding  3 d regt.  infty. 
T.  READ,  jun.  It.  commanding  artillery. 

J.  BARBER,  recorder. 

Atrue  and  correct  cooy.— J.  MAURICE,  major,  acting  ast.  adjt.  gen. 
Copy  of  a note  from  sir  Sidney  Beckwith  to  general  Taylor,  dated 
if  M.  ship  Sun  Domingo,  July  6.  1813. 
Quarter-master  general  sir  Sydney  Beckw  ith  begs  leave  to  re- 
turn his  best  acknowledgments  to  general  Taylor  for  his  polite 
communication, 'and  to  repeat  his  earnest  wish  that  military  oj»e- 
rations  should  be  carried  on  with  all  the  lila.-iatlity  and  humanity 
which  becomes  the  respective  nations.  Any  infringement  of  the 
established  usages  of  war  will  instantly  he  noticed  and  punished. 
Extract  of  a letter  frony  brigadier-general  Taylor  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  dated  Norfolk,  7th  July,  1813. 

"The  board  of  officers  convened  to  examine  the  charge  brought 
against  our  troops,  in  the  affair  at  Craney  island,  have  made  such 
a report  as  an  American  could  desire.  I enc  losed  a copy  yesterday 
to  the  British  commander  with  a letter  of  which  a cony  is  en- 
closed. The  bearer  of  my  despatch  w as  met  by  a flag,  the  officer 
of  which  received  the  despatch,  and  a few  hours  after  returned 
with  an  answer,  of  which  a copy  is  also  enclosed.  I fear,  from  the 
generality  of  its  terms,  that  little  amelioration  of  the  system  hither- 
to practised  is  t»  be  expected  ; but  something  is  gained  by  placing 


t en -my  so  decidedly  in  the  wrong,  that  the  work!  cannot  doubt 
t • whom  i>  to  ue  ascribed  any  excesses  which  hereafter  may  be 
commuted  on  either  side.” 

Extract  from  an  official  letter , addressed  by  major  Crutchfield  to 
governor  Barhoit drred 

Vork  county,  Half  Way-House.  June  ioth.  lWS. 

“To  give  you,  sir,  an  idea  »f  the  savagoiike  disjmsinou  of  the 
enemy,  on  their  getting  possession  of  the  neighborhood,  would  bs 
but  a vain  attempt.  Although  sir  Sidney  Beckwith  assured  me 
tliat  no  uneasiness  might  be  felt  in  relation  to  the  unfortunate 
Americans,  the  fact  is,  that  on  yesterday  there  were  several  dead 
bodies  ping  unbind  d,  and  the  wounded  not  even  assisted  into 
town,  although  ohst  rv  d to  be  crawling  towards  a cold  aud  inhos- 
pitable pron  ction.  The  unfortunate  f males  of  Hampton  who 
could  not  leave  the  town,  wt-tv  suffered  to  lie  abused  in  die  most 
shameful  manner,  not  only  by  the  venal  savage  foe,  but  by  the 
unfortunate  and  infatuated  blacks  who  were  encouraged  by  them 
in  their  excesses.  They  pillaged  and  encouraged  every  act  of 
mnird  r and  rapin- — killing  a poor  man  by  the  name  of  Kirby  who 
had  been  Lying  on  his  bed  at  the  point  of  death  for  more  than  six 
weeks,  shooting  his  wife  in  the  hip  at  the  same  time,  and  killing 
his  faithful  dog  w hile  lying  tmd-  r liis  feet.  The  murdered  Kirby 
was  lying,  last  night,  wme  riwg  in  his  bed.” 

[ Het-e  foil  me  the  letters  of  captain  Cooper;  the  article  signed  P. 
attributed  U>  colonel  R.  fc.  Parker,  and  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
Griffin  and  Lively,  inserted  in  vol.  IV.  page  334,  et  Reg.  under 
the  head  of  "Monsters  at  Hampton.”] 

Extract  from  a report  made  to  major  Crutchfield  by  Thomas  Griffin 
and  Robert  Lively,  esqrs.  dated  York,  Ath  July,  1813. 

“TJpou  reaching  Hampton,  u scene  of  desolation  and  d.  struetion 
presented  its.  It— the  ii-w  inhabitants  we  found  in  town,  seemed  not 
yet  to  have  recovered  from  thiir  alarm— dismay  and  consternation 
sat  on  every  countenanc* — reports  had  reached  us  of  the  violence 
and  uncontrolled  fury  of  the  enemy,  after  they  obtained  possession 
of  tin-  place — their  conduct  in  some  cases  beinor  repr’v-uted  such 
as  would  have  disgraced  the  days  of  Vandalism— out*  feelings  were 
"inch  excited,  and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the  enquiry 
as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say,  that  from  all  the  in- 
formation we  could  procure,  from  sou rc  s too  respectaU  ■ to  per- 
mit us  to  doubt,  we  are  compelled  to  hole  v-_>  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the  ag.  in  which  we 
live.  Tile  s x hitln-rto  giim-rf.-d  by  the  soldier’s  iiouur,  . scaped  not 
the  rude  assaults  of  superior  force,  nor  could  disease  disarm  the  foe 
of  his  ferocity.  The  apology  that  these  atrocities  wore  committed 
by  the  French  soldiers  attached  to  the  British  forces,  now  in  our 
waters,  appeared  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  employed 
them,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer  is,  or  should  be,  .•vet 
responsible  for  the  condom  of  the  troops  tinder  his  command.” 
(To  be  continued.) 

Officers  Prisoners  in  Canada. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Beaufort,  near  Quebec,  Sept.  9th,  1813. 

Gentlemen, — Enclosed  vou  have:  a fud  and  correct 
list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States* 
army,  &c.  prisoners  of  war  in  Canada.  It  will,  no 
doubt,  be  a gratification  to  the  friends  of  many  of 
the  unfortunate  persons  composing  this  list,  to  hive 
their  .vanes  published  m your  paper  ; and  as  I have 
the  pleasure  of  a slight  acquaintance  wi  th  you,  I am 
requested  and  induced  to  ask  your  compliance  with 
this  favor  ; more  especially  as  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  not  received  this  necessary  infor- 
mation, and  I have  the  consent  of  the  American 
commanding  officer  here. 

1 am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  servant,  DAVID  P.  POLK. 

Names  of  American  officers,  &c.  prisoners  of  war  m 
Beaufort,  near  Quebec. 

Brigadier  generals. — .1 ' Tries  Winchester,  United 
States’  army;  John  Ch  ndler,  do.;  William  H. 
Winder,  do. 

Lieutenant-colonels. — Charles  G.  Boerstler,  14th 
regt.  U.  S.  infantry  ; William  Lewis,  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteer militia. 

►I Injurs. — Lewis  Taylor,  26th  regt.  TT.  R.  infantry; 
Christopher  Van  de  Venter,  attached  to  the  quarter- 
master general’s  department ; G ;orge  Madison, 
Kentucky  volunteer  militia. 

Captains. — John  Machesney,  6th  regt.  U.  S.  in- 
f-uitry;  Andrew  McDowell,*  U.  S.  light  ar.  Ilery; 
Kenneth  M‘Kenzie,*  14th  regt.  U.  S.  infhntry; 
Henry  Flemming,  do;  David  Cummings.*  do; 
George  Steel,*  16th  regt.  U. S.  infantry;  Al  s under 
M'Ewen,  do;  Derick  Vail  Veghien,  2dd ; Isaac 
Ronch,  do;  Lemuel  Bradford,*  21st  do;  Oliver 
Herrick,*  12  months  volunteers,  district  of  Maine* 
Joshua  Conkey,*  New- York  militia. 
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First-lieutenants. — Henry  Shell,*  6th  reg't.  U.S.  in- 
fantry ; Joseph  Marshall,*  14th  do  ; Thomas  Kamev, 
do  ; Richard  Ariel,*  do  ; John  Waring,  do  ; Thomas 
Randal,  do;  Abel  VVheelock,*  U.  S.  light  dragoons ; 
Henry  Van S wearen ger, * do.  rifle  regiment ; William 
0.  Beard,*  do. 

Second-lieutenants . — John  W.  Thompson,  14th 
regt.  U.  S infantry;  George  Morris,*  do;  John  G. 
Clarke,*  5th  regt.  U.  S.  infantry ; Ira  Drew,®  21st  do ; 
John  H.  Cranson,  9th  do  ; Benjamin  K.  Burd,"  light 
dragoons;  George  Murdock,  U.  S.  infantry ; Kim- 
mel  Godwin,*  14tl>  regt.  U.  S.  infantry;  Nicholas 
N..  Robinson,  do  ; David  P.  Polk,*  12th  do. 

Third  lieutenants. — William  G.  Saunders,*  14th 
regt..  U.  S.  infantry;  Abraham  Clarke,*  do  do; 
Masson  Mudd,  do  do;  Samuel  Griswold,  23d  do; 
James  Smith,  20th  do  ; Lewis  Goddard,*  New-York 
militia. 

Ensigns. — Washington  Dennison,  twelve  months 
volunteers,  district  of  Maine ; Benjamin  Graves,* 
New-York  militia. 

Lieutenant. —Sidney  Smith,  U.  S.  navy. 

Sailing-master. — Jarius  Loomis,  do. 

Masters1  -mutes. — John  Trumbull,  do  ; John  Free- 
born, do.  do. 

Pilot. — Abraham  Walter,  do.  do. 

Midshipmen ; — Horace  B.  Sawyer,*  db.  do  ; Walter 
JST.  Montgath,  do.  do. 

United  States  citizens. — James  W.  Wood,  taken 
at  Plattsburgh;  Innis  B.  Palmer,  taken  at  fort 
Schlosser. 

Those  marked  thus  * have  gone  to  Halifax,  9th 
August,  1812. 


Admiral  Cockbum’s  Despatches. 

(VltOM  A LONDON  PAPER.] 

The  following  abstract  ot  the  pompous  details  of 
admiral  Cockburn , might  well  make  us  laugh,  if 
his  savage  outrages  could  inspire  any  tiling  else 
than  horror.  The  infamous  wretch  claims  bril- 
liant achievment,  in  actions  that  would  have  been 
disdained  by  a one  gun' private? v.  Ed.  Reg. 

His  first  report  to  admiral  Warren,  April  29, 
states,  that  a detachment  of  marines  and  artillery, 
consisting  of  155  men,  proceeded  with  the  boats  of 
the  squadron,  under  the  direction  of  lieut.  West- 
phal,  first  of  the  Marlborough,  to  Frenchtown  on  the 
Elk,  “where,  after  a short  resistance,  they  obliged 
the  Americans  to  abandon  that  place,  and  their  de- 
pots of  stores,  flour,  cavalry  equipments,  &c.  Ike. 
They  likewise  destroyed  5 vessels  near  that  place. 
This  service  was  performed  with  great  gallantry, 
aM  only  one  seamen  was  wounded.” 

Admiral  Cockburn’s  second  report,  dated  off 
Turkey  Point,  May  3,  gives  an  account  of  the  attack 
upon  Havre-de-Gra.ce,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna. This  place  (says  the  account)  had  ac- 
quired importance  from  the  American  colors  being 
hoisted  on  u lately  erected  battery.  The  attack  was 
made  in  two  divisions  rone  under  the  command  of 
lieut,  Westphal,  and  the  other  under  captain  Law- 
rence of  the  Fantoine.  A warm  fire  was  opened  on 
the  place  at  day -light  by  capt.  L’s  division,  which 
was  smartly  returned  from  the  battery  for  a short' 
time,  but  which  soon  slackened,  when  capt.  L.  ef- 
fected a landing  with  the  marines  ; the  Americans 
withdrew  from  the  battery,  and  took  shelter  in  thej 
town.  Lieut.  W.  got  possession  of  the  battery,  and ' 
turned  the  guns  against  the  ei  ferny,  and  thereby 
forced  them  to  retreat  with  their  whole  force  to  the 
farthest  extremity  of  the  town,  where  they  were 
pursued,  and  at  length  forced  to  take  shelter  by  the 
Cyo©4s.  ' • 


The  gallant  lieutenant  received  a shot  through 
the  hand  in  the  pursuit,  but  notwithstanding  suc- 
ceeded w;th  the  other  in  taking  prisoner  a captain  o f 
militia;  an  ensign  and  a few  armed  individuals 
were  also  taken,  but  the  rest  having  penetrated  diet 
woods  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  pursue  farther* 
and,  therefore,  adds  admiral  Cockburn,  “after  set- 
ting- fire  to  some  of  the  houses,  to  cause  the  pro- 
prietors (who  had  deserted  them,  and  forjned  part , 
| of  the  militia  who  had  fled  to  the  woods)  to  under- 
stand and  feel  what  they  were  liable  to  bring  upon 
themselves  bv  building  batteries  and  acting  towards 
I us  with  so  much  useless  rancoui*,  1 embarked  in  the 
boats  the  guns  from  the  battery,  and  having  also 
taken  and  destroyed  about,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
stand  of  small  arms,  I detached  a small  division  of 
boats  up  the  Susquehanna,  to  take  and  destroy  what- , 
ever  they  might  meet  with  in  it,  and  proceeded  my- 
self with  the  remaining  boats  under  captain  Law- 
rence, in  search  of  a cannon  fotmdery,  which  I had 
gaiped  intelligence  of,  whilst  on  shore  in  Havre,  as 
being  situated  about  three  or  four  miles  to  the  north- 
ward, where  we  found  it  accordingly,  and  getting 
possession  of  it  without  difficulty,  commenced  in- 
stantly its  destruction,  and  that  of  the  guns  and 
other  materials  we  found  there,  to  complete  which, 
occupied  us  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  as  there 
were  several  buildings,  and  much  complicated,  hea- 
vy machinery  attached  to  it.  It  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Cecil,  or  Principio  founderv,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  valuable  works  of  the  kind  in  Ame- 
rica ; the  destruction  of  it,  therefore,  at  this  moment, 
wdl,  I trust,  prove  of  much  national  importance. — 
We  have  been  on  shore  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy’s 
country  and  on  his  high  road  between  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia.  The  boats  sent  up  the  Susquehanna 
destroyed  five  vessels  and  a flour  store.” — Total  tak- 
en and  destroyed — 50  guns  and  130  stands  of  arms. 

The  third  report  of  admiral  Cockburn  dates  from 
Sassafras  river,  and  in  it  mentions  successful  attacks 
on  Georgetown,  Fredericktown,  and  another  town 
situated  up  that  river.  At  the  two  former  much  re- 
sistance was  made,  and  in  consequence,  the  whole 
of  the  towns  were  destroyed,  except  the  houses  of 
those  who  had  remained  peaceably  in  them,  and 
taken  no  part  against  us.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
other  place  met  the  admiral  at  landing,  to  say  that 
they  had  not  permitted  either  guns  or  militia  to  be 
.stationed  there  ; and  that  whilst  there  he  should 
i meet  with  no  opposition.  The  admiral  then  entered 
the  town  with  a small  guard,  and  ascertaining  that 
there  was  no  public  property  of  any  kind,  or  war- 
like stores,  re-embarked,  leaving  the  people,  well 
pleased  with  the  wisdom  of  their  determination  in 
the  mode  of  receiving  him.  The  admiral  adds,  “X 
also  had  a deputation  from  Charlestown,  in  the  north 
east  river,  to  assure  me  that  that  place  is  considered 
by  them  at  your  mercy,  and  that  neither  guns  nor 
i militia  men  shall  be  suffered  there  ; and  as  I am  as- 
jsured  that  all  the  places  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
: Chesapeake  have  adopted  similar  resolutions,  and 
| there  is  now  neither  public  property,  vessels,  or 
j warlike  stores  remaining  in  this  neighborhood,  I pro- 
pose returning  to  you  with  the  light  squadron  to-* 
morrow  morning.” 


AMERICAN  NAY  AL  GLORY. 

It  is  a fact  worthy  of  everlasting  remembrance, 
that  the  United  States,  with  only  8 or  9 frigates, 
had  their  flag  flying,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  North 
Sea , in  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic,  and  in  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  “ilie  thousand”  British  ships  of  war  “to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.”  What  a lesson  i* 
tills  to  European  nations  ! 
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Maryland  —Election-Statistics. 

The  following' table  was  compiled  to  shew  the  monstrous  absurdity  of  the  system  bv  which  the  people 
of  Maryland  are  supposed  to  be  represented,  which  has  regard  neither  to  population  or  taxation,  and 
partakes  immediately  of  the  shire  and  borough  mockeries  of  England.  Examination  will  preclude  th'6 
necessity  of  comment vve  are  satisfied  that  it  is  generally  correct: 
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United  States’  Navy  List,  October  16,  1813. 


NAMES. 

Rate 

| Commanders. 

| Stations , &c. 

built i 

k*c. 

Commission 

.[Adams,  frigate 

32 

38 

Capt.  C.  Morris 

Potowmac,  rebuilt 

1813 

Ordinary. 

Alert,  sloop  of  war,  B. 

Prison  ship 

New  York,  taken 

1812 

C. 

Ariel,  scbr 

3 

Lieut.  Puckett 

Lake  Erie 

c. 

Asp,  do. 

1 

Lieut.  Smith 

Lake  Ontario 

Boston,  frigate 

32 

40 

Washington  city,  refitting 

1800 

Boxer,  brig’,  B. 

16 

18 

Portland,  taken 

1813 

c. 

Constitution,  frigate 

4f 

54 

Capt.  C.  Stewart 

Boston 

1800 

c. 

Constellation,  do 

36 

44 

C.  Gorden 

Norfolk,  rebuilt 

1812 

c. 

Congress,  do. 

36 

44 

J.  Smith 

On  a cruize 

1800 

c. 

Carolina,  schr 

14 

Southern  coast,  purchased 

1813; 

c. 

Conquest,  do. 

8 

Lieut.  Pettigrew 

Lake  Ontario,  do. 

1812 

Chippeway,  do.  B. 

1 

Lake  Erie,  taken 

1813 

c. 

Caledonia,  do.  B. 

3 

Magrath 

Ditto  do. 

1812 

Detroit,  sloop,  B. 

18 

20 

Lake  Erie,  taken 

1813 

Duke  of  Gloucester,  do.  B. 

12 

Lake  Ontario,  do. 

1813 

c. 

Essex,  frigate 

32 

40 

Capt.  D.  Poter 

On  a cruize 

1800 

c. 

Euterprize,  brig 

14 

16 

Lieut.  Renshuw 

Portland 

1801 

c. 

Elizabeth,  schr. 

2 

Lake  Ontario  purchased 

1812 

a 

Frolic,  sloop 

20 

22 

JWas.Com.  Bainbridge 

Boston 

1813 

c. 

Ferret,  schr 

Lieut.  Crawley 

Southern  coast 

c. 

Fair  American,  do. 

4 

Chauncey 

Lake  Ontario, purchased 

1812 

c. 

General  Pike,  frigate 

28 

32 

Cm.Chauncey.Cp.Sin- 

Lake  Ontario 

1813 

c. 

Gov.  Tompkins,  schr 

6 

Lieut.  Brown  [clair 

ditto  purchased 

1812 

c. 

Growler,  do. 

10 

12 

Lieut.  Smith 

Lake  Champlain 

e. 

Hornet,  sloop 

18 

20 

M.  C.  Biddle 

New  London 

1801 

Hunter,  brig,  B. 

10 

Lake  Erie,  taken 

1813 

0. 

John  Adams,  frigate 

Block  ship 

New  York 

1800 

Louisiana 

38 

20 

c. 

Lawrence,  brig 

18 

20 

Capt.  O.  H.  Perry 

Lake  Erie 

1813 

Lady  Prevost,  do.  B. 

13 

ditto,  taken 

1813 

c. 

Lady  of  the  lake,  schr 

3 

Lake  Ontario 

1813 

Little  Belt,  do.  B. 

3 

Lake  Erie,  taken 

1813. 

c. 

Macedonian,  frigate,  B. 

38 

49 

Capt.  J . Jones 

New  London,  taken 

1812 

c. 

Madison,  sloop  # 

24 

28 

M.  C.  Crane 

Lake  Ontario 

1813 

New-York,  frigate 

36 

44 

Washington  city,  refitting 

1800 

c. 

Niagara,  brig 

18 

20 

M.  C.  J.  D.  Elliott 

Lake  Ontario 

1813 

c. 

Nonsuch,  schr 

12 

Lieut.  Mork 

Southern  coast,  purchased 

1813 

<C. 

Oneida,  arig 

16 

18 

M.  C.  Woolsey 

Lake  Ontario 

c. 

Ontario,  schr 

2 

Stephens 

ditto,  purchased 

1813 

c. 

Ohio,  do. 

1 

Dobbins 

Lake  Erie 

c. 

President,  frigate 

44 

54 

Com.  J.  Rodgers 

Rhode  Island 

1800 

c. 

Peacock,  sloop 

20 

22 

JW.  C.  Warrington 

New  York 

1813 

c. 

President,  do. 

10 

12 

M.  C.  Macdonough 

Lake  Champlain 

c. 

Pert,  schr 

3 

Adams 

Lake  Ontario 

c. 

Porcupine,  do. 

1 

Tenat 

Lake  Erie 

Queen  Charlotte,  sloop,  B. 

18 

20 

ditto  taken 

1813 

c. 

Rattlesnake,  brig 

14 

16 

Lieut.  J.  O.  Creighton 

Eastern  coast 

c. 

Rambler,  do. 

10 

12 

Boston,  purchased 

1813 

c. 

Raven,  do* 

1 

Lake  Ontario,  do. 

1813 

c. 

Syren,  brig 

16 

18 

JYL  C.  Ridgley 

Boston 

c. 

Sylph,  schr.f 

18 

20 

Leonard 

Lake  Ontario 

1813 

c. 

Scorpion,  do. 

2 

Champlin 

Lake  Erie 

c. 

Somers,  do. 

2 

Almy 

ditto 

Troup,  brig 

18 

Southern  coast 

a 

Trippe,  schr. 

1 

Lieut.  Smith 

Lake  Erie 

c. 

Tygress,  do. 

1 

Conklin 

ditto 

c. 

United  States,  frigate 

44 

54 

Com.  Decatur 

New  London 

1800 

c. 

Wasp, 

20 

22 

j\L  C.  Blakelv 

Newburyport 

1813 

Under  direction  of 

Building. 

Ship,  of  the  line 

74 

Capt.  Hull 

Portsmouth,  laid  derwn 

1813 

do. 

74 

Capt  Bainbridge 

Chari,  -tow  n (Ms}  do. 

1813 

do. 

74 

Philadelphia  do. 

1813 

do. 

Frigate 

44 

ditto  do. 

1813 

do. 

44 

Baltimore  do. 

1813 

do. 

44 

WaUvngton  city  do. 

1813 

do. 

44 

Norfolk  do. 

1813 

i do, 

Sloop  of  war 

20 

M.  C.  Spence 

Baltimore  do. 

1813 

clo. 

20 

ditto  do. 

1813 

do, 

20 

Washington  city  do. 

1813 

d3t 

20 

Charleston  S.  C.  do. 

1313 

do, 

20 

ditto  do. 

1813 

Besides  those  there  are  many  gun-boats,  several  cutters  and  three  or  four  bomb  vessels. 

J f The  Sylph  had  only  10  guns  mounted. 

f The  foregping  list  is  not  official,  but  we  have  labored  to  muke  it  tolerably  cornet,  and  believe  it  is  so 
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Officers  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Ststtes. 


POST-CAPTAINS. 


!. 


M ASP  RR  S’-CO  M M ANDERS. 


Nmncs  according  to  rank\Comm\ 


Alexander  Murray 
John  Rodgers 
William  Uainbr'ulg* 
Hugh  G.  Campbel 
Stephen  Decatur 
Thomas  Tin  gey 
Charles  Stewart 
Isaac  Hull 
Isaac  Chauncey 
John  Shaw 
John  Smith 
John  H.  Dent 
David  Porter 
John  Cassin 
Samuel  Evans 
Charles  Gordon 
Jacob  Jones 
Charles  Morris 
Joseph  Tarbell 
Arthur  Sinclair 
Oliver  H.  Perry 


STATIONS,  &c. 


N »vy-y«rd,  Philadelphia 
President  ,44,  Rhode  Island, 
74,  b. at  Charlestown,  (.Ms.)j 
Southern  station 
U.  States,  44,  N.  London 
Navy -yard,  Washington 
Const  itution,  44,  Boston 
74,  building  at  Portsmouth 
Comdg.  on  lake  Ontario 
Navy-yard,  Ncvv-Orleans 
Congress,  36,  at  sea 
Navy-yard,  Charleston,  s.  c. 
Essex,  32.  at  sea 
Navy-vard,  Gosport 
Navy-yard,  New-York 
1812  Constellation,  36,  Norfolk 
1812  Macedonian,  38,  N.  London 

1812  Adams,  32,  Potomac 

1813  Com  flotilla  in  Chesapeake 
1813  Pike,  lake  Ontario 
1813JCommanding  on  lake  Erie 


Names  according  to  rank-' 
J unes  T.  Leonard 
Joseph  Cambridge 
Win.  M.  Crane 
James  Biddle 
Lewis  Warrington 
Ti»os.  Macdonougl 
Charles  G.  Ridglet 
Samuel  Angus 
Johnston  Blakeley 
M.  T.  Woolsey 
j Robert  T.  Spence 
! JohnOrde  Creighton 
i Edward  Trenchard 
John  Downes 
| George  Parker 
! Daniel  I.  Patterson 
i John  1).  Henley 
Jesse  D.  Elliott 
John  J.  Yarnall 


Cmvtn 


ST  IT  IONS,  ire. 


S>lph,  18,  lake  Gniarid 
Frolic,  20,  Boston 
Madison,  24,  iake  Ontario 
Hornet,  18,  New-London 
Peacock,  20,  New-York 
Comdg.  on  lake  Champlain 
Syren,  14,  Boston 
Cmdg.  flotilla  on  Delaware 
Wasp,  20,  Newbury purtl 
Oneida,  18,  lake  Ontario 
Navy-yard,  Baltimore 
kutitesnake,  14,  at  sea 


1812 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1815 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
181 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 

1813Niagara,  18,  lake  Erie 
1813lLuwrence,  18,  do. 


Sugar  planting  in  Georgia. 

Being  informed  that  some  successful  experiments 
had  been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  m 
Georgia,  we  took  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
gress made  towards  the  attainment  of  an  object 
so  interesting.  One  of  the  gentlemen  addressed 
cn  this  subject  was  favored  with  the  following 
statement,  which  he  received  of  his  friend,  and 
politely  forwarded  for  insertion  in  the  Register. 

Safet.o,  August  17,  1813. 
Sir — Your  letter  on  the  subject  of  sugar  planting, 
has  come  to  hand,  and  in  reply  to  your  inquiries  of 
my  opinion  of  its  probable  success,  I can  only  say, 
that  my  opinion  is  made  up,  on  the  experience  of 
six  or  seven  years  planting,  from  one  to  five  acres. 
I never  made  any  sugar  until  two  years  ago,  because, 
as  you  know,  I have  been  uniformly  in  the  legisla- 
ture at  that  season  of  the  year,  when  the  cane  is 
ripe.  Two  years  ago,  there  was  made  twenty-five 
pounds  of  good  sugar,  and  last  year  eight} -four,  on 
my  plantation,  from  two  rows,  of  one  hundred  and 
five  feet  long,  or  something  less  than  the  fortieth 
part  of  an  acre — this  would  be  upwards  of  three 
thousand  weight  to  the  acre ; but  i would  not  ex- 
pect a field  of  cane  to  be  as  good. 

I had  last  year  ten  acres.  1 gave  one  acre  away  to 
a friend,  and  put  up  into  stack,  as  they  do  in  Lou- 
isiana, nine  acres,  intending  to  plant  one  hundred 
this  season  ; — but  the  winter  was  so  severe  that  my 
cane  was  injured  in  stack,  and  1 could  only  plant 
forty  odd  acres.  I am,  however,  erecting  my  su- 
gar works,  and  shall  plant  extensively  the  coming 
year,  meaning  only  to  manufacture  this  season  as 
much  as  will  fully  instruct  my  people. 

For  many  years,  the  public  opinion  in  this  quar- 
ter, has  run  \jery  much  against  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane,  and  I was  deterred  (against  the  convic- 
tions of  my  own  mind  in  its  favor)  from  going  to  the 
expence  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  erecting  sugar 
works.  At  present,  every  one,  that  has  seen  tne 
sugar  made  at  my  place,  and  the  cane  growing,  is 
anxious  to  go  into  the  cultivation,  and  in  two  years 
some  thousand  acres  will  be  planted. 

I have  thus  confined  my  answer  to  your  single 
enquiry  as  to  the  probable  success  of  this  article. 
Had  I supposed,  you  wished  for  a more  detailed  ac- 


count I would  have  given  it.  You  will  observe  this 
sugar  has  been  produced  upon  a Sea-Island,  though 
I have  no  doubt  the  culture  will  extend  some  dis- 
tance into  the  country,  though  if  cultivated  on 
swamp  land,  I suspect  the  sugar  will  not  be  of  an 
equal  quality. 

Audi  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SPALDING. 

J.  W.  Devereavx,  Esq. — Jlliltedgeville. 


European  Prospects. 

We  have  before  noticed  the  little  dependence  that 
is  to  be  put  in  European  advices,  first  distorted  in 
the  columns  of  the  British  ministerial  papers,  and 
then  so  garbled  on  this  side  of  the  Jitlantic  as  to 
doubly-  obscure  the  weak  rays  of  truth,  that  had 
forced  their  way  through  the  mass  of  delusion — for 
the  ‘“well-inclined”  in  the  United  States  only  take 
such  parts  of  the  news  as  best  suits  their  own  pur- 
poses, to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public  intelli- 
gence : and  it  unfortunately  happens  that  the  foreign 
gazettes  very  generally  fail  into  the  hands  of  persons 
capable  of  the  thing  here  complained  of. 

The  late  intelligence  from  Europe  of  ihe  rupture 
of  the  armistice  and  the  new  coalition  of  Jinssia, 
Austria,  Prussia,  Britain  and  Sweden  against 
France,  whether  it  be  true  to  the  amount  as  stated 
or  not,  lias  afforded  infinite  satisfaction  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States  ; who  see,  in  the  wonder- 
ful conjunction,  many  reasons  to  induce  Great  Bri- 
tain to  persist  in  her  arrogant  and  inadmissible  pre- 
tensions, so  far  as  they  concern  our  country — for  tiii^ 
and  nothing  else,  is  the  cause  of  the  exultation  we 
see  in  many  of  our  journals.  Were  not  England 
concerned  in  those  wars,  they  would  feel  as  little 
interest  for  the  “ deliverance  of  Em  ope”  as  for  the 
Okltvf.p.avcf.  of  Asia — and  that  “humanity,”  “liber- 
ty,” or  “religion”  has  no  part  in  their  feelings,  is 
proved  from  their  pei  feet  insensibility  to  ihe  oppres- 
sions of  Ireland,  the  outrages  in  Sicily  and  worship 
of  Juggernaut. 

We  sincerely  regret  the  facts  that  have  transpired, 
if  true  ; and  we  shall  consider  them  as  such  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  a few  passing  remarks.  We  re- 
gret them,  frst,  as  bolstering  the  pride  of  our  ene- 
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my,  and  diverting  the  people  of  Great  Britain  from 
looking  towards  such  measures  as  might  lead  to  an 
honorable  peace.  Secondly , because  of  the  torrents 
of  blood  that  must  flow  and  overwhelming  desola- 
tion that Will  follow,  this  new  and  ill-advised  confe- 
deracy— and,  thirdly , as  its  object  will  entirely  fail, 
that  J\r apoleoiCs  already  mighty  power  may  be  in- 
creased, by  the  discomfiture  of  those  who,  with  a 
short  season  of  peace  and  a due  attention  to' their  re- 
sources, might  have  withstood  his  pretensions,  in  a 
quarrel  of  their  own. 

It  appears  probable  that  Bonaparte  calculated  the 
armistice  would  not  terminate  in  peace,  from  the 
immense  bodies  of  troops  that  have  marched  from 
France  and  Italy  and  . the  states  of  the  confederation 
of  the  Rhine,  to  join  Iris  grand  army  near  the  line 
of  demarkation.  This  force,  at  our  last  accounts, 
must  have  amounted  to  nearly  500, GUO  men,  and 
that  of  the  allies  was,  perhaps,  as  great,  yet  not 
so  well  disposed  or  concentrated.  But  what  could 
have  induced  ‘ ids  father-in-law , the  emperor  of 
Jiustria , to  join  in  this  league  against  him,  if  he 
has  really  joined  it,  is  incomprehensible  ; unless 
we  attribute  it  to  that  infatuation,  or  rather  insanity, 
tliat  has  for  many  years  possessed  the  cabinets  of  Eu- 
rope, leading  directly  to  the  establishment  of  the 
power  they  meant  to  destroy,  and  making  tlieir  Own 
territories  the  seat  of  the  calamities  they  would  have 
inflicted  on  others.  And  to  those  who  have  view- 
ed the  chain  of  events  for  twenty  odd  years  past  on 
that  continent,  it  will,  indeed,  appear  that.  Quern 
liens  vi lit  perdere prints  dementat. 

Six  times  has  Napoleon  placed  his  foot  upon  the 
neck  of  Austria — six  times  lias  he  refrained  to  exer- 
cise the  conquerors  right,  and  permitted  a power  to 
exist  that  fought  unfeignedly  for  the  annihilation  of 
his  own.  He  hoped  to  have  bound  the  emperor  to 
the  happiness  of  his  own  people,  by  a marriage  with 
his  beloved  daughter,  and  the  birth  of  a grandson 
would  have  appeared  to  have  consummated  this 
desire.  This,  wife,  the  child  of  the  emperor  of  Jlus- 
trio, , has  been  treated  with  the  most  marked  tender- 
ness and  respect  ; and,  in  his  absence,  she  directs, 
as  the  regent,  the  affairs  of  the  empire.  What  else 
could  lie  have  done  to  shew  his  confidence  in  Aus- 
tria— and  what  lias  Austria  to  prefer  again  him  ? — 
.What  had  she  not  to  hope  from  ins  friendship,  and 
that  of  his  wife  and  her  son,  the  heir  apparent  of 
the  most  powerful  state  in  the  world  ? The  declara- 
tion of  war  (if  Austria  has  declared  war)  may  give 
us  some  clue  to  the  conduct  of  her  ruler,  when  we 
receive  it. 

Moreau,  it  is  also  stated,  lias  joined  Bernadotte , 
who  has  a force  of  about  100,000  men,  a medley  of 
many  nations,  somewhere  near  life  Elbe.  We  are  yet 
douotful  of  Bernadotte' s real  designs  ; but  look  upon 
him  as  a ruined  man,  if  he  lias  really  and  truly  in- 
tended to  earn  the  wages  of  England,  and  desert  the 
friend  who  has  made  him  what  he  is. 

for  many  reasons  too  tedious  to  detail,  we  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  this  English  coalition  will  he 
immediately  dissolved.  Bonaparte  has  taken  his 
measures,  and  will  command  the  peace  of  the  conti- 
nent. 

W e are  pleased  with  these  anticipations,  though  we 
sincerely  deplore  the  causes  that  give  birth  to  them  ; 
for  we  cannot,  on  any  account,  consider  this  war,  but 
as  the  war  of  Great  Britain ; and  we  fervently  wish 
th&t  Great  Britain  may  be  discomfited  everywhere 
and  in  every  thing , until  she  does  the  just  part  to  the 
United  States,  our  country.  May  all  the  allies  of  the 
enemy,  our  enemy , fail ; whether  they  be,  the  savages 
of  America,  the  Moors  of  Africa,  the  Cossacks  of 
Europe,  or  the  murderous  idolaters  of  Asia  /—Mu' 


she  be  pinched  on  every  side,  and  return  to  ho&.ea$j 
through  necessity,  the  only  law  she  respects. 

Always  considering  Bonaparte  a bad  man,  and  ne- 
ver beuig  able  to  bring  myself  to  forgive  him  for  his 
assumption  of  the  throne,  I have  no  pleasure  in  his 
victories — out  when  1 see  in  them  the  humilia- 
tion of  the  enemy  of  my  oum  country , my  feelings 
may  be  described  by  saying,  I am  glad  that  England 
is  defeated,  though  1 regret  that  Bonaparte  h«*s  con- 
quered : and  so  viewing  it,  as  I have  more  regard  to 
the  peace  and  independence  of  the  United  States  than 
for  the  “ deliverance  of  Europe as  the  British  wars 
are  fancifully  called,  I am  free  to  confess,  that  the 
sensation  of  pleasure  far  overbalances  that  of  regret. 

^nnt$  0f  m 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  conquest  of  Canada.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  United  States,  from  a long  period  of  peace, 
were  destitute  of  military  means  save  what  existed 
in  the  natural  resources  of  the,  country,  and  had  but 
few,  very  few,  citizens  acquainted  with  the  multifa- 
rious busines  of  war,  a science  that  can  only  be  learn- 
ed with  great  application,  and  considerable  experi- 
ence  and  when  to  the  reflections  iinmediately 

present  with  these  facts,  we  add  the  difficulties  cast 
in  our  way  by  the  conduct  of  general  Bull,  so  proli- 
fis  of  injury,  we  shall  see  the  point  of  die  reim  rk 
made  by  that  tough  old  patriot,  major-general  Put* 
nam,  who  had  fully  participated  in  the  labors  and 
dangers  of  the  conquest  of  Canada,  then  a very 
inconsiderable  colony,  by  the  British,  the  war  for 
which  ended  by  the  capture  of  Quebec,  September 
■ 13,  1759. 

Being  often  questioned,  at  the  first  dawnings  of 
our  glorious  revolution,  by  many  of  the  royal  officer* 
of  distinction,  with  whom  lie  had  served  in  Canada , 
as  to  the  part  he  would  take  in  the  event  of  an  open 
rupture,  he  said,  “ -with  his  country .”  When  the  “ na- 
kedness of  the  land”  was  pointed  out  to  him,  and  the 
prowess  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies  were  en- 
larged upon,  to  shew  the  folly  of  resistance — he  re- 
turned “ that  the  event  was  with  Providence  ; but 
that  he  had  calculated,  if  it  required  six  ykaiis  for 
the  combined  forces  of  England  and  the  colonies,  to 
/conquer  such  a feeble  country  as  Canada,  it  would* 
at  least  take  a long  time  for  England  alone  to  over- 
come the  colonies,”  &c. 

Rktaliation.  Salem  Oct.  9. — On  Thursday  last, 
ten  English  prisoners  were  selected  from  the  prison 
ship  in  this  town,  and  sent  to  Ipswich  stone  jail,  to 
be  kept  in  close  confinement,  as  hostages  in  part  for 
the  sixteen  unfortunate  Americans  confined  in  a 
dungeon  at  Halifax.  We  also  learn  that  about  one 
hundred  English  soldiers  and  seamen  are  to  be  de- 
tained in  retaliation  for  those  so  unaccountably  seT 
lected  from  the  American  prisoners  at  Halifax,  and 
sent  to  England.  This  mode  of  retaliating  upon  the 
enemy  has  produced  good  effects  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  we  trust  that  a speedy  release  of  our  un* 
fortunate  countrymen  so  cruelly  and  so  unjustly  con- 
lined  by  the  enemy,  will  be  the  immediate  result  of 
this  spirited  measure  of  our  government. 

The  Russian  mediation.  Our  commissioners  aiv 
rived  at  St.  Petersburgh  on  the  27th  of  July.  Lords 
Aberdeen  and  Walpole  have  proceeded,  or  were  about 
to  proceed  to  the  continent,  as  some  suppose  to  meet 
Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard. 

We  are  led  to  believe  (says  the  JYew-York  Gazette ) 
from  private  advices  per  the  Robert  Burns,  that  al- 
though the  British  government  had  rejected  the  me- 
diation of  Russia,  they  had  sent  out  lord  Walpole 
and  Mr.  Moriere,  to  hear  the  propositions  of  Messrs 
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Bayard  and  Ackms.  Few,  however,  were  so  sanguine, 
as  to  suppose,  that  a peace  would  grow  out  of  this 
mission,  as  it  was  believed  in  England,  that  our  com- 
missioners were  not  clothed  with  any  powers  which 
were  not  dependent  on  the  proffered  mediation  of 
Russia.  We  shall  probably  soon  know  more  about 
tlie  nature  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  envoys. 
Our  opinion  is,  that  their  powers  are  unlimited.  In 
this  case  the  result  may  be  propitious  to  the  friends 
of  peace. 

Erchajige,  &c.  A letter  from  Liverpool,  dated 
August  29,  says — “I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  as  agreed  upon  by  colonel 
Barclay  and  general  M JsOn  has  not  been  sanctioned 
by  the  British  government.” 

The  following  letter  from  one  of  the  British  under 
secretaries  of  state,  has  been  published  hs  relating  to 
tiie  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  : 

[COPY.] 

“ Whitehall,  Aug.  14,  1813. 

“ Sir — I am  directed  by  lord  Sidmouth  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
stating  the  arrival  of  the  Robert  Burns  cartel,  at 
Liverpool,  from  New-York,  and  requesting  permis- 
sion for  her  return  to  America  with  passengers. 

“ You  also  state  in  your  letter  that  the  documents 
which  accompany  it  will  show  on  what  ground  the 
cartel  was  enabled  to  come  to  this  country,  from 
which  you  trust  a similar  indulgence  will  be  granted 
to  the  ship  on  her  return  voyage,  namely  to  take  as 
passengers  all  Americans  who  may  have  regular 
passports : also  any  British  subjects  (except  a me- 
chanic) whose  concerns  may  call  them  to  the  United 
States. 

“ In  reply,  I am  to  acquaint  you,  that  permission 
will  be  given  to  the  Robert  Burns  cartel  to  return 
to  New-York,  with  such  American  prisoners  as  shall 
iiave  been  duly  exchanged  : but  that  the  British  go- 
vernment cannot  consent  to  allow  any  American 
citizen  resident  here  to  proceed  as  passenger  on 
board  the  cartel  until  some  satisfactory  explanation  j 
shall  have  been  given  of  the  detention  of  British 
subjects,  resident  in  the  United  States.* 

“ For  the  same  reason  the  British  government  can- 
not permit  any  British  subjects  to  proceed  in  the 
cartel  to  the  United  States,  as  they  may  be  thereby 
exposed  to  the  same  measures  of  s ^verity. 

I am,  &c.  (Signed)  J.  BECKETT.” 

“ C.  Sheils , Esq.  St.  Mildred's  Court." 

An  English  paper,  speaking  of  the  ninth  Septem- 
ber, the  day  recommended  by  the  President  as  a day 
of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  had  these  words  : 
“Let  no  man  who  wishes  t«  continue  the  war  by  ac- 
tive means,  by  vote,  or  lending  money,  dare  to  pros- 
trate HIMSELF  AT  THE  ALTAR,  Oil  the  fast  day  ; fol* 
these  are  virtually  as  much  partakers  in  the  war  as 
the  soldier  who  thrusts  the  bayonet  ; and  although 
they  may  not  be  consumed  at  the  altar,  yet  the  j udg- 
ments  of  the  Almighty  will  await  them  !”  Well — 
and  on  the  tenth,  the  very  next  day.  Perry  “consum- 
ed” the  enemy  ! — Miserable  wretches  ! 

The  firings  of  the  flotillas  on  lake  Erie,  were 
heard  on  the  10th  ult.  distinctly,  by  many  persons 
down  the  lake,  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles. 


* British  subjects  have  not  been  detained.  The 
order  that  certain  of  them  should  remove  from  the 
sea  coast,  the  coast  being  threatened  by  the  enemy, 
has  probably  given  rise  to  the  idea  ; we  have  not  so 
far  forgot  what  was  due  to  humanity  as  first  to  do 
what  the  enemy  has  done  ; nor  have  any  been  made 
prisoners  but  such  as  were  really  captured  as  such. 
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A bill  is  before  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
authorising  the  treasurer  to  borrow  of  the  banks 
130,000  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  7 per 
cent,  to  pay  the  state's  quota  of  the  direct  tax. 

British  license. — On  Saturday  last,  the  hon.  judge 
Story  pronounced  (before  the  circuit  court  now  in 
session  in  Exeter,  N.  II.)  sentence  in  the  case  of  the 
ship  St.  Lawrence,  sent  into  Portsmouth,  (with  a 
British  license)  by  the  privateer  America,  of  Salem* 
condemning  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  captors,  for  a 
breach  of  the  United  States  non -importation  law. 

[_Bos.  pap.  9th  inst. 

In  consequence  of  the  late  movements  of  our  ar- 
mies, there  has  been  a levy  en  masse  in  Lower  Cana- 
da, of  all  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  from  15 
to  25  years  or’  age. 

CANADIAN  PROCLAMATION. 

By  his  excellency  lieutenant-general  sir  George  Phe- 

vost,  governor-general  and  commander-in-chief 

in  and  over  his  maj  esty’s.  North  A merican  provinces, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

It  having  been  represented  to  his  excellency,  the 
commander  of  the  forces,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  by  the  government  of  the  U.  States, 
of  the  novel  and  unjustifiable  principle,  of  making 
prisoners  of  war,  and  parolling,  the  unarmed  and 
peaceable  citizens  of  these  provinces,  several  sub- 
jects of  his  majesty  have,  under  such  circumstances, 
been  deterred  from  accepting  employment  in  their 
j different  callings  as  mechanics  or  otherwise , or  from 
aiding  in  any  other  manner  the  public  service,  under 
an  apprehension  of  exposing  themselves  to  the  re- 
sentment. of  the  enemy  for  having  violated  their  pa- 
role, his  excellency  takes  this  public  opportunity  cf 
declaring,  that  such  a principle  is  not  sanctioned  by 
the  usages  of  war  amongst  civilized  nations,  and 
that  no  parole  thus  extorted  from  peaceable  citi- 
zens not  taken  in  arms,  can  be  considered  as  bind- 
ing upon  them,  or  as  exempting  them  from  any  mi- 
litary or  other  duties  which  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  perform. 

The  only  legitimate  objects  of  capture  on  land 
during  war,  as  recognized  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
are  those  wiio  are  actually  engaged  in  military  ser- 
vice, or  who  are  found  with  arms  in  their  hands ; 
beyond  these  two  descriptions  of  persons  it  has  ne- 
ver been  the  practice  of  the  modern  nations  of  Eu- 
rope to  consider  any  other  as  liable  to  be  carried 
away  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  as  subjects  to  be  pa- 
roled. 

It  was  reserved  for  America,  who  lias  last  assum- 
ed a rank  among  the  nations,  and  for  those  acting 
under  its  authority,  unnecessarily  to  increase  the 
calamities  of  war,  by  making  peaceable  and  unof- 
fending citizens  subject  to  its  rigours,  and  by  exact- 
ing from  them  engagements,  tlie  nature  of  which  is 
to  preclude  them  from  gaining  tlieir  subsistence  by 
their  honest  and  ordinary  callings,  if  exercised  in 
support  of  the  government  which  protects  them. — 
In  order  to  remove  from  tlie  minds  of  such  persons, 
who,  having  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  engagements  of  this 
nature,  all  apprehension  with  regard  to  the  conse- 
quences of  violating  them,  his  excellency  deems  it 
necessary  thus  publicly  to  declare,  that  a parole, 
even  lawfully  taken,  can  only  extend  to  tlie  military 
service  in  arms,  either  in  the  garrison  or  the  field, 
of  the  persons  giving  it,  and  cannot  preclude  them 
from  performing  tlieir  ordinary  duties  as  subjects, 
or  from  the  exercise  of  their  usual  civil  occupations. 

And  his  excellency  here  further  declares,  that 
should  the  enemy  still  persist  to  act  upon  the  unjust 
principle  beforementioned,  and  should  any  persons 
(who  having  been  paroled  as  aforesaid,  shall  again 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,)  be  treated  with 
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severity  in  consequenae  of  their  having  been  employ- 
ed in  the  public  service  in  any  other  manner,  he  will 
not  fail,  immediately  to  avail  himself  of  the  means 
within  his  power,  of  removing  from  the  American 
frontiers  such  of  their  citizens  as  shall  lie  within  his 
reach,  and  of  retaliating  upon  them  all  the  severity 
and  rigor  which  shall  h <ve  been  practised  towards 
any  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  under  the  foregoing 
circumstances. 

His  excellency  at  the  same  time  feels  it  incumbent 
upon  him  further  to  declare,  that  as  he  has  strong 
reasons  to  believe  that  in  several  instances  the  pa- 
roles thus  taken  have  been  sought  for  by  the  per- 
sons as  giving  them  the  means  of  evading  the  per- 
formance of  their  militia  and  other  duties,  and  as 
others,  notwithstanding  the  present  declaration, 
may,  from  similar  or  worse  motives,  be  induced  still 
to  withhold  their  aid  in  carrying  on  public  works, 
his  excellency  will  feel  himself  compelled  forthwith 
to  send  all  such  useless  and  disaffected  characters 
out  of  the  country  to  the  enemy,  to  whom  they  con- 
sider themselves  as  belonging,  as  prisoners  of  war, 
there  to  remain  as  such  until  regularly  exchanged. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  Kingston, 
this  fourth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

GEORGE  PREVOST, 
Commander  of  the  forces. 
By  his  excellency’s  command, 

E.  B.  Brextoiy. 

MILITARY. 

From  Ontario. — By  the  statements  published  in 
our  last,  an  universal  anxiety  was  excited,  whetted 
not  a little  »y  the  apparently  incomprehensible 
want  of  intelligence,*  as  to  the  result  of  the  contest 
between  the  hostile  squadrons  on  Ontario.  It  was  noi 
until  Wednesday , almost  a week  after  we  first  heard 
of  the  battle,  we  learned  that  Chauncey , if  not  en- 
tirely victorious,  had  at  least  obtained  a signal  tri- 
umph over  his  arrogant  foe, — to  the  great  distress  of 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  not  yet  received  official  details  : indeed 
the  accounts  we  have  are  extremely  desultory,  but 
they  all  agree  in  this,  that  Yeo  was  beaten  ; and  that 
Chauncey  returned  to  Sackeit's  Harbor  afier  cap- 
turing four  of  his  schooners,  filled  with  tiviops. 

The  facts  are  briefly  as  follows  : — The  action  took 
pi  .ce  as  stated  in  page  101— but  the  battle  was  not 
general;  for  the  enemy  avoided  it,  and  so  far  suc- 
ceeded, that  tire  Pike  alone  for  more  than  half  an 
hour  fought  his  whole  fleet ! — Yeo  got  so  near  the 
land  off  Burlington  heights,  the  better  to  be  pro- 
tected ay  the  land  batteries,  that  the  Wolfe  grounded, 
and  tiie  other  vessels  were  compelled  to  surround 
her  to  save  her  from  ihe  terrible  fire  of  our  frigate. 
Chauncey  maintained  the  fight  for  about  an  hour 
longer,  when,  (~ as  it  seems,  for  we  are  not  informed 
hew  it  happened)  finding  he  could  not  effect  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy,  after  Perry's  excellent 
manner,  and,  perhaps,  having  some  other  important 
object  in  view,  he  left  the  “knight  of  the  rueful 
countenance”  and  proceeded  down  the  lake,  cap- 
tuning  on  his  way  four  of  the  enemy’s  schooners, 
(two  of  them  being  those  they  took  from  us  some 
time  ago)  having  on  hoard  about  280  German  troops 
and  let  l the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  the  Syl/di  in  chase 
of  a fifth  vessel,  which  they  have  probably  taken. 
This  sketch  may  suffice  until  we  are  better  informed 
of  part  iculars.  In  the  affiar,  the  Pilce  had  fif  teen  or 
twenty  killed  and  wounded ; and  the  enemy  is  sup- 
posed to  have  suffered  very  considerablv. 

# * Several  express  mails  arrived  at  Washington 
city,  without  a single  letter  from  the  lines — supposed 
by  military  orders. 


The  northern  armies,  are  probablv,  this  day,  Cn 
tirely  in  Canada.  Major-general  J lamp  ton,  with  4000 
choice  troops,  whose  number  w«s  considerably  in- 
creased immediately  on  his  arrival,  reached  Ogdnrs- 
burg,  (on  the  St.  Lawrence , about  13<J  miles  west  of 
Montreal J on  the  4ih  inst.  His  object  was  known 
only  to  himself  and  his  superiors  ; but  as  his  troops 
had  left  behind  them  all  their  baggage  except  what 
was  necessary  for  their  immediate  w^nts,  a sudden 
attack  on  the  enemy  was  fairly  expected.  It  seems 
as  if  lie  were  to  cross  the  river  and  take  a position 
to  stop  the  communication  between  Kingston  and 
Lower  Canada.  Major-general  Wilkinson  lef  t fort 
George  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  with  many  boats, 
carrying  about  4000  of  the  best  troops,  arrived  at 
Sackett's  Harbor  on  ihe  2d  or  3d  inst.  at  which  place 
the  most  extensive  preparations  had  been  made  for 
a grand  secret  expedition.  We  are  not  yet  informed 
it  the  expedition  has  sailed,  but  suppose  it  did  about 
the  7th,  and  Chauncey  doubtless  came  there  to 
do  his  part  in  it.  Yeo,  it  appears,  had  went  up  to 
the  head  of  the  lake  to  bring  down  the  British 
troops  ; and  that  he  partially  succeeded  in  getting 
them  off  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  capture  of  some 
parties  of  them  ; but  his  main  object  was  defeated. 
Tort  George  is  left  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Scott,  with  700  regulars  and  500  New-York  militia; 
but  the  whole  of  tiiat  frontier  is  in  the  efiarge  of 
b'-igadier-generai  JWClure , of  New-York,  with  a 
force  altogether  of  3 or  4 ;00  men,  including  5 or 
6uu  Indians.  The  patriotism  of  the  New'-York  mili- 
tia surpasses  all  praise ; they  have  flocked  to  the 
frontier  with  all  possible  alacrity,  and  have  no  scru- 
ples of  conscience  about  entering  the  enemy’s  country. 
When  general  M'Clure  arrived  at  l^wiston,  tiie 
British,  from  Queenston , opened  a fire  upon  him  ; 
but  they  were  soon  silenced  bv  a couple  of  pieces  of 
cannon  brought  from  fort  George  and  many  of  their 
buildings  laid  in  ashes  by  hot  shot.  We  sustained  no 
injury.  Every  thing  in  this  quarter,  is  full  of  life 
and  spirit,  and  has  a prospect  of  glorious  success. 

From  the  north-wester'll  army  we  have  nothing  fur- 
ther than  is  stated  below  ; save  only  that  a letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  Register  says,  generally,  that  every 
possible  preparation  had  been  made  and  was  making 
to  pursue  the  white  and  red  enemy  in  all  directions. 

On  the  whole,  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  entire 
enemy  force  west  of  Montreal  will  be  in  our'  possession 
in  a few  days , if  it  has  not  alveudy  happened.  The 
address  and  united  talents  of  the  secretary  at  war 
and  general  Wilkinson , assisted  by  the  excellent 
Chauncey,  appear  to  have  completely  out  gener ailed, 
the  enemy  on  the  lower  lake,  and  Perry's  mighty 
deed  opened  the  way  for  all  sorts  of  successful  ope- 
ration in  the  upper  country. 

0 fp Additional — Since  the  above  written  we  have 
an  account  to  which  we  attach  full  credit,  that  a part 
of  the  N.  W.  army,  probably  colonel  Johnson's 
mounted  men,  had  entered  Detroit  on  the  28th  ult. 
without  opposition.  The  enemy  had  evacuated  and 
burnt  the  tort  and  citadel  and  all  the  public  build- 
ings. Our  indians  had  captured  and  brought  in  13 
or  14  of  the  enemy  Indians. 

It  is  stated  that  general  Dearborn  has  been  order- 
ed to  take  the  command  at  New  York  for  a short 
time  ; after  which  he  will  proceed  to  the  frontiers. 

The  states  of  New  Yor  k and  Vermont  are  pouring 
forth  their  patriotic  spirits  to  the  lines — from  whence 
we  hope  and  believe  they  may  soon  return  to  their 
homes,  conscious  of  having  “ done  the  state  some 
service.” 

Col.  Constant,  of  the  3d  reg.  U.  S infantry,  has 
resigned  his  command,  -in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  colonels  Pike,  Winder,  and  Izard,  to 
be  brigadier  generals  in  the  army  of  the  United 
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States,  considering  himself  injured  by  the  violation 
of  his  grade.  His  resignation  has  been  accepted  by 
the  President. 

For  prisoners  in  Canada,  see  page  109. 

Many  letters  from  the  Creek  country  confirm  the 
horrid  account  of  the  fight  and  massacre  at  Tenasio, 
or  Tensaw,  as  noticed  m page  77,  with  additional 
particulars.  There  were  308  souls,  in  all,  in  the 
fort,  of  whom  only  17  or  18  escaped.  The  Indian 
force  was  about  70 0 warriors  ; who,  after  the  massa- 
cre, ravaged  all  the  adjacent  country,  burnt  the 
houses,  and  killed  or  carried  off  the  negroes  and 
stock.  It  is  thought  they  lost  nearly  2 O’J,  for  our 
people,  seeing  no  hope  of  escape,  fought  desperate- 
ly. There  appears  a disposition  to  blame  col.  Haw 
kins  for  giving  a false  security  ; and  for  restraining 
the  military  movements  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. A considerable  number  of  gen.  Jackson’s  mount- 
ed volunteers  were  to  have  rendezvoused  near  Nash- 
ville on  the  26lh  ult.  to  go  against  the  savages. 

For  some  interesting  particulars,  see  page  105 — 6. 

Tlte  garrison  at  Norfolk  is  kept  up  by  fresh  troops 
from  the  interior.  Among  them  is  a company  of 
riflemen,  completely  equipped,  of  whom  it  is  said 
ever}'  one  can  bring-  down  liis  man  at  the  distance  of 
200  yards. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  maj.  gen  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  roar , dated  head  quarters,  Bass  Island, 
22nd  Sept.  ‘1813. 

“ Tne  greater  part  of  the  troops  are  here  with  me, 
and  the  whole  will,  I believe,  be  up  bv  12  o’clock.  1 
shall  proceed  as  far  as  the  Middle  Sister,  in  the 
course  of  to  night  and  to-morrow,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing night  get  so  near  the  enemy’s  coast  as  to  land  two 
or  three  miles  below  Malden  by  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  These  prospects  may,  however,  be  retard- 
ed by  adverse  winds. — Com.  Perry  gives  me  every 
assistance  in  his  power.” 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  MALDEN. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  maj.  gen.  Harrison  to  the  war 
department. 

Head-Quarters,  Andu-rstburg,  Sept.  23, 1813. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  liiat  1 landed 
the  army  under  my  command  about  three  miles  be- 
low this  place  at  3 o’clock  this  evening,  without  op- 
position, and  took  possession  of  the  to,vvn  in  an  hour 
after.  General  Proctor  has  retreated  to  Sandwich 
with  his  regular  troops  and  Indians,  having  previous- 
ly burned  the  fort,  navy-yard,  barracks  and  public 
store  houses — the  two  latter  were  very  extensive, 
covering  several  acres  of  ground.  I will  pursue  the 
enemy  to-morrow,  although  there  is  no  probability 
of  my  overtaking  him,  as  he  has  upwards  of  one 
thousand  horses,  and  we  have  not  one  in  the  army. 
I shall  think  myself  fortunate  to  be  able  to  collecl  a 
sufficiency  to  momft  the  general  officers.  It  is  sup- 
posed here  that  general  Proctor  intends  to  establish 
himself  upon  the  river  French,  forty  miles  from 
Malden.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Wit.  II.  HARRISON. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Berry  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  schooner  Ariel,  Malden  Harbor, 

23d  September,  18  3,  5 P.  M. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
army  under  Major-general  Harrison,  have  this  mo- 
ment marched  into  Malden,  without  opposition  and 
that  the  squadron  are  now  at  anchor  off  t he  town. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  &c.  O.  H.  PERRY. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Smith  of  the  rife  re- 
giment, to  colonel  A.  Y.  jYiCholl,  inspector-general , 
dated 

Lower  Sandusky,  October  .d,  1813. 

I have  already  collected  52.0  oi  my  regimem. — 
Tha  last  accounts  from  the  general  suite  that  he  was 
iil  pursuit  of  Proctor  who  had  evacuated  Malden,  % 


few  hours  before  belauded,  I fear  he  will  make  his 
escape.  I leave  here  immediately  for  Portage,  and 
probably  head  quarters  to  procure  transport  for  my 
detachment” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Harrison  to  go- 
vernor Meiers , dated  Head  Quarters,  Amhersts- 

burg,  27th  of  September,  1813,  10  o’clock , P.  M, 

Dkar  Si  a, — The  enemy  have  given  up  this  impor- 
tant place  without  opposition  ; having  destroyed 
the  fort  and  all  the  public  buildings,  which  were 
immensely  extensive  and  valuable,  particularly  tlte 
navy -yard. 

Proctor  Was  yesterday  at  Sandwich,  with  his  re- 
gulars and  indians.  It  is  supposed  he  is  bending  his 
course  to  the  river  French,  there  to  fortify  and  make 
a stand.  I shall  follow  him  as  soon  as  I collect  a few 
horses  to  mount  the  general  officers  and  some  of 
the  staff. 

A miserable  French  poney  upon  which  the  vene- 
rable and  patriotic  governor  of  Kentucky  was 
mounted,  is  the  only  one  in  the  army. 

We  Ended  three  miles  below  the  town.  I wish 
your  troops  to  remain  at  one  of  the  Sandusky’s  for 
orders.  Your  friend, 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

NAVAL. 

Fra  British  account  of  the  proceedings  of  admi- 
ral Cock-bum,  at  the  head  of  the  Chessapeake , see 
page  110. 

The  sloops  of  war.  Frolic,  Wasp  and  Peacock, 
lately  launched,  are  of  the  burthen  of  509  tons,  have 
2G  ports,  and  will  carry  20  32  lbs.  carronades  and  2 
long  9’s,  and  196  men. 

Capt.  Gordon  has  taken  the  command  of  the  Con- 
stellation, lying  at  Norfolk. 

A captain  of  one  of  the  74’s  that  was  sent  after 
corn.  Rodgers,  writing  to  his  friend,  says  “tell  Mr. 

that  he  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  com. 
Rodgers  bye  and  bye  in  Edinburgh  — and  adds 
“we  expect  to  have  a tough  contest  with  him.” 

British  naval  appointment. — Captain  S.  Pephem, 
to  the  command  of  the  -Solus  frigate,  under  orders 
to  join  sir  J.  L.  Yoe,  on  the  lake  service  in  America. 

IJelow  will  be  found  the  British  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus,  with  the  death  of 
Leut.  com.  Allen,  late  of  the  frigate  United  Stales f 
and  highly  approved  by  Pecatur  for  his  conduct  in 
the  battle  with  the  Macedonian.  We  have  content- 
ed ourselves  with  saying  that  these  accounts  are  “es* 
sentially  false  and  shall  be  much  dlsapointed  if  it 
does  not  appear,  that  tlte  force  of  the  Pelican  was 
really  in  weight  of  metal  as  well  as  in  men,  nearly 
double  that  of  our  brig.  Previous  to  her  capture 
the  Argus  had  destroyed  twenty-one  vessels  of  die 
enemy  : — see  prize  lists.  We  have  lost  another  hero, 
and  a fine  little  brig — but  the  enemy  has  gained  no 
honor. 

A vessel  that  lias  arrived  at  New-York  from  North 
Carolina,  ofi  Currituck  picked  up  two  barges  in 
which  were  cutlasses,  an  18  pounder  and  other  war- 
like implements. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  having  consi- 
dered the  iaie  British  brig  Boxer  as  of  equal  force 
with  the  Enterprize,  has  ordered  her  to  be  delivered 
up  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap  ors. 

The  British  privateer  Dart  iiad  committed  great 
depredations  on  the  eastern  coast.  Lieutenant  JV¥* 
c hols  on,  commanding  at  Rhode-lsl&nd,  had  the  re- 
venue cutter  manned  with  about  2 > men,  all  volun- 
teers, and  she  went  out  and  took  the  privateer — se4; 
official  account.  The  Dart  had  robbed  a vessel  that 
h.ul  been  released  at  Bermuda  of  §>500  ; which  was 
recovered,  and  given  by  the  owners  to  the  crew  of 
t ie  cutter  in  compliment  to  their  conduct.  Ros? , the 
captain  of  the  privateer,  appears  a finished  villain-. 
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A bat!??  off  Portsmouth,  between  the  U.  S.  brig 
Rattlesnake,  Opt.  Creighton,  and  the  British  b*ig 
Young  Emulous,  captain  Godfrey,  is  expected.  The 
latter  has  16  guns  and  128  men,  and  was  formerly 
the  U.  S.  brig  Nautilus.  The  latter  is  of  14  guns  and! 
120  or  130  men. 

Yarmouth,  ('Nova  Scotia J Sept.  10. — The  late  Li- 
verpool Packet,  now  called  (as  they  say)  the  Young 
Teazer’s  Ghost,  has  been  off  this  place  for  the  last 
four  days. 

Capture  of  the  U S.  brio  Argus. 

The  following,  from  a London  paper  of  Aug.  25, 
is  essentially  false  so  far  as  the  statement  regards 
the  force  of  the  respective  vessels.  But  as  an  ac- 
count of  the  affair  may  soon  be  expected,  through 
the  navy  department,  we  offer  no  further  remarks 
upon  the  British  tale,  at  present. 

London,  Atig.  25. — “The  Americans  wanted  ano- 
ther proof  of  British  superiority  on  the  ocean.  The 
Pelican  has  afforded  it,  in  the  capture  of  the  Argus. 
On  the  14th  instant,  at  a quarter  past  6,  A.  M.  the 
Pelican  descried  a vessel  on  fire,  between  Milford 
Haven  and  Saltees,  and  a brig  in  company  ; on  ap- 
proaching nearer,  the  brig  stood  away  under  easy 
sail  from  the  vessel  on  fire,  When  the  Pelican  crowd- 
ed all  sail  in  pursuit  of  her.  The  brig  continued 
her  course  for  some  time,  until  being  ready  for  ac- 
tion, she  took  in  her  royals,  and  hove  to  the  wind 
on  the  larboard  tack.  When  close  enough,  the  brig 
gave  three  cheers  and  a broadside.  Soon  afterwards, 
the  Pelican  being  also  prepared  for  action  returne'd 
the  salute  of  three  cheers,  and  a broadside  with  a 
similar  complement.  The  opponents  closed,  and  af- 
ter a contest  of  40  minutes,  in  which  the  brig  was 
raked  five  times,  capt.  Maples  gave  directions  for 
boarding  on  her  starboard  bow,  and  she  was  instant- 
ly carried,  the  Americans  making  no  resistance  what- 
ever, and  running  below.  In  the  act  of  boarding, 
the  American  ensign  was  lowered,  and  after  the 
brig  had  struck,  Mr.  Young,  the  master’s  mate,  re- 
ceived his  death  wound  by  a ball  from  the  fore  top. 
The  Argus  fought  well  while  the  cannonading  con- 
tinued ; but  her  guns  were  not  levelled  with  preci- 
sion, and  many  shots  passed  through  the  Pelican’s 
royals.  The  Argus’s  hammocks  were  cut  away  fore 
and  aft,  and  her  sides  shew  evident  tokens  of  the 
dexterity  of  her  antagonist.  The  Pelican’s  sides  ai*e 
also  full  of  grape  shot,  but  her  riggingand  sails  are 
injured  the  most.  Two  shots,  however,  found  their 
way  through  the  boatswain’s  and  carpenter’s  cabins. 
The  British,  though  justly  irritated  with  American 
braggadocia,  were  cool  and  steady,  and  their  enthu- 
siasm was  regulated  by  the  most  attentive  discipline. 
A spent  ball,  after  passing  through  the  hammocks, 
struck  one  of  capt.  Maples’s  buttons,  and  fell  on 
the  deck.  Lieut.  Walsh,  and  Mr.  Granville,  master, 
highly  distinguished  themselves  ; but  it  is,  perhaps, 
invidious  to  select  any  names  where  one  and  all  per- 
formed their  duty.  The  Argus  carries  18  24  poun- 
ders and  2 long  l;2’s  formerly  belonging  to  the  Ma- 
cedonian j and  had  130  men  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action  ; of  whom  six  men  were  killed  and  six- 
teen wounded,  besides  her  captain.  The  Pelican 
mounts  16  32  pounders  and  4 long  6\s,  and  began 
the  battle  with  only  113  men,  (Mr.  Peane  arid  five 
men  being  absent  in  a prize)  of  whom  two  were 
killed  and  three  wounded.  Capt.  Allen,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Argus,  lost  his  leg  at  ihe  second 
broadside  ; but  did  not  leave  the  deck,  until  from 
his  fainting  away  through  the  loss  of  blood  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  remove  him  below.” 

Admih a ltj:  Ckvick,  August  24. 
Retract  of  a letter  from  capt.  Atopies  of  his  majesty's 

shop  Pelican,  to  vice-admiral  Thornborovgh,  and 


transmitted  by  ihe  hitter  officer  to  J.  W.  Croker,  Esq- 
His  Majesty’s  sloop  Pelican,  St.  David's  Head, 

East  five  leagues,  August  14 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  obedience 
to  your  orders  to  me  of  the  12th  instant,  to  cruize 
in  St.  George’s  channel  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade,  and  to  obtain  information  of  the  American 
sloop  of  war,  I had  the  good  fortune  to  board  a brig, 
the  master  of  which  informed  me  that  he  had  seen 
a vessel  apparently  a man  of  war  steering  to  the  N. 
E.;  at  4 this  morning  I saw  a vessel  on  fire,  and  a 
brig  standing  from  her,  which  I soon  made  out  to 
be  a cruizer ; made  all  sail  in  chase,  and  at  half 
past  five  we  came  alongside  of  her  (she  having  short- 
ened sail,  and  made  herself  clear  for  an  obstinate 
resistance)  when  after  giving  her  three  cheers  our 
action  commenced,  which  was  kept  up  with  great 
spirit  ou  both  sides  43  minutes,  when  we  lay  her 
alongside,  and  were  in  the  act  of  boarding  when  she. 
struck  her  colors.  She  proved  to  be  the  U.  States’ 
sloop  of  war  Argus,  of  360  tons,  18  twenty-four 
pound  carronades,  and  2 long  12  pounders  ; bad  on 
board  when  sailed  from  America,  (two  months  since) 
a complement  of  140  men,  but  in  the  action  12 7, 
commanded  by  lieutenant-commandant  W.  H.  Allen, 
who,  I regret  to  say,  was  wounded  in  the  early  part 
of  the  action,  and  has  since  suffered  the  amputation 
of  his  left  thigh. 

No  eulogium  I could  use  would  do  sufficient  jus- 
tice to  the  merits  of  my  gallant  officers  and  crew 
(which  consisted  of  116  ;)  the  cool  courage  they  dis- 
played, and  the  precision  of  their  fire,  could  only  be 
equalled  by  their  zeal  to  distinguish  themselves  ; 
but  I must  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  my  first  lieut.  Thomas  Welsh  ; of  Mr. 
Ganville,  acting  master  ; Mr.  Wm.  Ingram,  the  pur- 
ser, who  volunteered  his  services  on  deck ; and  Mr, 
Richard  Scott,  the  boatswain. 

Our  loss,  I am  happy  to  say,  is  small  ; — one  mas- 
ter’s-mate,  Mr.  William  Young,  slain  in  the  moment 
of  victory,  while  animating,  by  his  courage  and  ex- 
ample, all  round  him  ; one  able  seamen,  John  Kite- 
ry  ; besides  five  seamen  wounded,  who  are  doing 
well;  that  of  tilie  enemy  I have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain, but  it  is  considerable ; her  officers  say, 
about  forty  killed  and' wounded.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.  J.  F.  MAPLES,  Commander. 

Plymouth,  August  24 

On  Saturday  last,  the  21st  was  interred  with  mi- 
litary honors,  William  Henry  Allen,  Esq.  late  com- 
mander of  the  United'  States  sloop  of  war  Argus, 
who  lost  his  left  leg  in  an  action  with  his  majesty’s 
sloop  of  war  Pelican,  J.  F.  Maples,  Esq.  captain,  in 
St.  George’s  channel,  the  14th  inst.  whereof  he  died 
in  Mill  Prison  Hospital,  on  the  15th  following. 

PROCESSION. 

Guard  of  Honor. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Royal  Marines, 

With  two  companies  of  that  corps, 

The  Captains,  Subalterns  and  Field-Adjutant 
(officers  with  hat-bands  and  scarfs.) 

Royal  Marine  Band. 

Vicar  and  Curate  Of  St.  Andrew’s. 

Clerk  of  ditto. 

The  HEARSE, 

With  the  Corps  of  the  deceased  Captain, 

Attended  by  eight  Seamen,  late  of  the  Argus, 
with  crape  round  their  arms, 
tied  with  White  crape  ribbon. 

Also,  Eight  British  Captains  of  the  Royal  Navy,  as  Pall-Bearev? 
with  hat-bands  and  scarfs, 

Captain  Allen’s  Servants  in  Mounting. 

The  Officers  late  of  the  Argus,  in  uniform,  with  crape  sashes- 
and  hat-bands,  two  and  two. 

John  Hawker,  Esq.  late  American  Vice-Consul, 
anil  his  Clerks,  Captain  Pellowe, 

Commissioner  for  Prisoners  of  War. 

Dr.  M‘ Grach,  Chief  Medical  Officer  at  Mill 
Prison  D pot. 

Captains  of  the  Royal  Navy,  in  port, 
two  and  two. 

Followed  by  a very  numerous  and  respectable  tetinu? 
of  inhabitants. 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


119 


The  procession  left  Mill  Prison  at  12  o’clock. — 
The  coffin  was  covered  with  a velvet  pall,  on  which 
was  spread  the  American  ensign,  under  which  the 
action  was  fought,  and  on  that  the  hat  and  sword  of 
the  deceased  were  laid.  On  the  coffin  being  remov- 
ed to  the  hearse,  the  guard  saluted  ; and  when  de- 
posited in  the  hearse,  the  procession  moved  forward, 
the  band  played  the  “Dead  March  in  Saul.”  On 
their  arrival  near  the  church,  the  guard  halted  and 
clubbed  arms,  single  files  inward,  through  which 
t"he  procession  passed  to  the  church,  into  winch  the 
corpse  was  carried,  And  deposited  in  the  centre  aisle, 
whilst  the  funeral  service  was  read  by  the  Rev. 
Vicar,  after  which  it  was  removed  and  interred  in 
the  south  yard  (passing  through  the  guard  the  same 
order  from  as  to  the  church)  on  the  right  of  Mr. 
Delphy,  midshipman  of  the  Argus,  who  lost  both 
his  legs  in  the  same  action,  and  was  buried  the  pre- 
ceding evening. 

<Ct>py  of  a letter  from  commodore  Rodgers  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

JJ.  S.  Frigate  President,  Patuxet , Oct.  7th. 

Sm — Enclosed  1 have  the  honor  of  transmitting 
von  a letter  this  moment  received  from  lieutenant 
N.cholson,  comm  nding  the  gun  boats  at  Newport, 
informing  me  of  the  capture  of  the  British  private 
armed  sloop  Dart. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon . William  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  N icholson  to  com- 
modore Rodgers. 

Newport,  October  5th,  1813. 

Sin — I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  private  armed  sloop  “Dart,” 
by  the  revenue  cutter  of  this  place  last  evening. — 
She  appeared  off  the  harbor  before  sun  set ; the 
captain  of  the  cutter  offered  his  services  to  go  out ; 
l put  on  board  three  sailing  masters  and  about  20 
men  ; she  immediately  made  sail  and  laid  aboard  the 
Dart,  and  earried  her  by  boarding  ; her  first  officer 
was  killed ; two  of  our  own  men  were  wounded 
slightly.  The  prisoners  1 send  for  your  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  JOSEPH  NICHOLSON. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  frigate  President. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Campbell  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  dated 

St.  Mary’s,  Sept.  18,  1813. 

Sir — We  had  yesterday  morning  and  night  pre- 
ceding one  of  the  most  severe  gales  I have  ever  wit 
nessed.  It  commenced  about  6 P.  M.  at  N.  N.  E. 
and  veered  to  N.  by  W.  when  it  blew  with  the  great- 
est  force,  and  continued  until  about  1 A.  M.  at 
which  time  the  tide,  which  had  risen  to  an  uncom- 
mon height,  ceased  to  flow,  and  for  about  one  hour 
we  were  favored  with  a calm.  About  2 o’clock  the 
gale  re-commenced  at  S.  W.  and  blew  until  day- 
break with  equal,  indeed,  I think,  increased  vio- 
lence. Here  the  destruction  commenced ; every 
vessel  in  harbor  drove  on  shore  or  sunk  at  their 
mooring's.  Gun  vessel  No.  164,  John  R.  Grayson, 
commander,  that  had  just  returned  from  conveying 
troops  to  Beatifort,  upset  at  anchor,  and  of  26  souls 
on  board  at  the  time  she  went  down  only  six  were 
saved.  Mr.  Grayson  and  two  men  reached  t he  marsh 
on  the  Florida  side,  and  with  great  difficulty  sup- 
ported themselves  through  the  night  and  until  It 
o’clock  next  day,  when  ihqy  were  discovered  and 
taken  off.  Mr.  Lecompt,  midshipman  on  board,  and 
two  men,  were  taken  off'  from  an  old  wreck  about 
two  and  a quarter  miles  down  the  river  between 
this  place  and  Point  Peter,  to  which  place  they 
were  taken.  No.  161,  ill  ordinary,  lies  sunk  a little 


above  the  harbor.  I am  in  hopes  she  will  be  got  up. 
No.  62,  the  same  which  was  reported  as  condemna- 
bie,  which  lay  off  the  town,  having  on  board  the 
men  attached  to  vessels  in  ordinary,  sunk  at  her 
anchors,  but  fortunately  no  lives  were  lost.  No. 
160,  158,  63  and  165  are  on  shore  above  high  water 
mark — they  will  be  got  off  with  little  damage.  The 
two  former  are  in  ordinary.  No.  3,  hospital  vessel, 
parted  her  cables  and  drifted  over  a body  of  marsh 
about  3 miles,  and  is  now  on  the  Florida  shore  ; I 
have  sent  her  assistance,  and  hope  she  will  be  got 
off'.  No.  168,  John  Hulburd,  commander,  lying  off 
the  south  end  of  Cumberland,  not  being  able  to 
fetch  into  this  river  above  Point  Peter,  run  for  the- 
harbor  of  Fernandina,  and  anchored  above  the  town, 
from  which  situation  he  was  driven  some  miles  over 
a marsh,  and  is  now  on  shore  about  6 or  7 miles  from 
this  place  with  the  loss  of  his  mainmast.  The  Sau- 
cy Jack  privateer,  of  Charleston,  lying  ready  to  sail, 
is  now  lying  high  and  dry  on  a marsh  that  must  be 
it  least  5 feet  above  the  level  of  low  tide.  She 
draws  14  feet,  seven  feet  being  the  common  rise. 

This  town  has  suffered  much  : seven  inhabited 
houses  blown  down,  and  several  in  frame — but  no 
lives  lost ; much  more  fortunate  than  its  neighbor- 
ing town  Fernandina,  where,  1 am  told  by  a gentle- 
man just  from  that  place,  that  20  houses  are  blown 
down,  every  vessel  in  port  drove  on  shore,  excepts 


Swedish  brig,  and  a considerable  amount  of  mercan- 
tile property  destroyed.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

HUGH  G.  CAMPBELL. 

Two  gun-boats  were  launched  at  Plattslmrg,  on 
the  6th  inst.  Every  thing  for  their  equipment  was 
so  far  prepared,  that  they  would  be  immediately 
ready  for  service. 

Midshipman  Claxton , of  the  Lawrence,  has  died 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  on  Erie.  He 
was  19  years  old,  had  been  several  years  in  the 
navy,  and  was  a youth  of  great  promise. 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW -LONDON. 

The  people  of  Killing-worth  had  a fifth  skirmish 
with  some  of  the  British  barges  on  the  3rd  inst. — 
They  were  beaten  oif,  as  it  is  supposed  with  consi- 
derable loss. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

There  is  a manifest  disposition  in  the  British  offi- 
cers to  convert  their  vessels  of  war  into  slave  ships. 
The  trade  in  negroes  has  been  brisk,  though  several 
times  checked  and  punished  ; and  measures  have 
been  taken  to  stop  it  in  future.  Five  or  six  of  these 
deluded  and  unfortunate  creatures  were  shot  by  a 
party  of  militia,  attempting  ll.eir  escape  to  the 
enemy  in  Lvnhaven  bay. 

On  the  10th  inst.  some  of  the  enemy’s  barges  were 
in  the  Patuxent , apparently  sounding  the  channel : 
After  which  they  went  down  the  bay. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  104. 

"The  winds  and  sens  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

"Ami  not  a sail,  but  by  JwmUsion  spreads  !” 

British  Navot  Register 

604.  British  privateer  schr.  Dart,. six  9 lb.  carro- 
nades  and  six  swivels,  captured  by  the  V.  S.  revenue 
cutter  Vigilant,  enpt.  Cahoone  and  carried  into 
Newport,  off -which  she  had  been  committing  man-v 
depredations. 

(CfThe  following  list  of  prizes  made  by  tl.e  latf 
U.  S.  brig  Argus,  is  copied  from  a Plymouth  (E.) 
oaper.  It  shews  ihe  efficiency  of  that  kind  of  war- 
fare we  have  often  recommended  in  the  Relisted, 
to  wit,  the  fitting  out  of  a number  of  small  vessels 
to  destroy  the  trade  of  th«  enemy ; who  sheiild  be 
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bound  never  to  attempt  to  send  in  a prize,  or  fight  a 
battle  with  a vessel  of  war,  if  it  could  possibly  be 
avoided.  The  Bel  ford  (see  No.  623)  is  said  to  have 
been  worth  1 0,000!.  sterling. 

605.  Schr.  Salamanca,  of  Poole,  from  Oporto  to 
Newfoundland,  destroyed. 

606.  Brig  Susannah,  from  Madeira?,  to  London, 
cargo  destroyed;  vessel  sent  to  England  with  pri- 
soners. 

- — Schr.  Matilda,  an  American  privateer,  captur- 
ed by  the  Lion  privateer,  and  since  recaptured  and 
sent  to  EngJ^nd, 

60T.  Brig  Richard,  from  Gibraltar  to  London, 
destroyed. 

6 j8.  Brig  Fowey,  from  Limerick  with  provisions, 
destroyed. 

6 09.  Sloop  Lady  Francis,  from  Limerick  with  pro- 
visions, destroyed. 

610.  Ship  Barbadoes,  a transport  from  Cork  to 
Limerick,  in  ballast  destroyed. 

611.  Brig  Alliance,  transport,  from  Cork  to  Lime- 
rick, in  ballast,  destroyed. 

612.  Schr.  Cordelia,  from  Antigua  to  Bristol, 
destroyed. 

613.  Ship  Betsey,  of  Bristol,  sent  to  France  ; re- 
captured and  brought  to  Plymouth. 

614.  Ship  Mariner,  of  Bristol,  destroyed. 

615.  Sloop,  name  unknown,  from  Poole  to  Liver- 
pool, with  clay,  destroyed. 

616.  Brig  Helena,  With  clay,  sent  to  England  with 
prisoners. 

617.  Brig,  name  unknown,  from  Wales  to  London, 
with  slates  : this  brig  was  quite  new,  being  her  first 
voyage,  destroyed. 

*618.  Cutter  Diana  and  Betty,  from  Ireland  to  llfra- 
oombe,  with  bullocks,  destroyed. 

619.  Ship  Defiance,  from  Greenock  to  Newfound* 
land,  destroyed. 

620.  Brig  Baltic,  from  Barbadoes  to  Dublin,  des- 
troyed. 

621.  Sloop,  name  unknown,  with  slates,  iron,  &c. 
cargo  destroyed,  vessel  sent  as  a cartel. 

622.  Brig  Bedford,  from  Dublin  to  London,  cargo 
1 5,500  pieces  of  linen , destroyed. 

623.  A pilot-boat  belonging  to  Bristol,  liberated. 

624.  Another  vessel  destroyed,  particulars  not  I 
known. 


British  Representation. 

The  persons  named  below  were  the  late  great 
leaders  of  the  British  government  in  1807.  They 
were  elected  from  the  rotten  boroughs  to  serve  in 
'Parliament  by  the  number  of  votes  affixed  to  thei 


honorab’e  names — 
Mr.  Canning,  . . 

Lord  Castlereagh, 

36  Returned  for  N.  Town. 

32 

, . Plympton. 

Mr.  Rose,  . . , 

. 24  , 

. . Christchurch. 

Mr.  Long,  . . . 

55 

Hessemere. 

Mr.  Huskisson, 

. 80  . 

Liskeard. 

Mr- S.  Bourne, 

, 24  . 

. Christchurch. 

Sir  A.  Warlesley, 

42 

St.  Michaels. 

Sir  J.  Pultenev,  . 

. 93  . 

Mel’comb  Regis. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Sanders, 

83 

. Ed.dburgshire. 

Hon.  S.  Perceval, 

740  . 

. Northampton. 

1209 

The  British  House  of  Comm/ms  consists  of  about 

700  member,  almost  as  multitudinous  as  the  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  has  ever  been! of  these, 

less  than  200,  and  often  120  or  130,  dp  the  business 
of  the  nation.  Such  is  the  boasted  “ check”  on 
monarchy. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

By  a cartel  ship  that  has  arrived  at  New  York,  in 
35  days  from  Liverpool,  with  15  passengers,  papers 
as  late  as  the  27th  Aug.-  have  been  received — from 
which  it  appears — 

That  the  armistice  was  broken  on  the  10th  of 
August,  the  six  days  notice  for  the  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities being  given,  the  determination  of  Austria  to 
join  the  allies  being  at  the  same  time  declared,  with 

150.000  men.  The  aggregate  of  the  allied  forces  of 
Russia,  Austria  and  Prussia  is  given  at  477,000 men. 
The  crown-prince  of  Sweden  is  near  the  Elbe  with 

89.000  men. — 9,000  British  troops  arrived  at  Stral- 
sund  on  the  6 li  August.  Every  thing  is  busy,  and 
mighty  events  may  be  expected,  as  the  opposing 
forces  are  each  ready  to  act.  Indeed,  from  a firing 
heard  along  the  French  coast,  it  was  supposed  that 
Bonaparte  had  already  gained  a victory.  Moreau 
had  arrived  in  Russia,  and  it  is  said,  will  probably 
have  a high  command  in  the  army.  In  Spain,  the 
affairs  of  the  British  are  rather  unfavorable.  W el- 
lington appears  to  have  been  pretty  severely  defeated 
near  Pamplona.  Another  account,  however,  is  the 
very  reverse  of  tins  ; and  a jYerv-York  paper  says 
“WE  are  now  relieved  from  the  apprehension”  of 
Wellington’s  defeat,  &c.  The  truth  will  out  by  and 
bye.  It  is  stated  that  all  the  French  prisoners  in 
Russia  have  been  marched  to  Siberia  / 

The  elections  in  Maryland  have  terminated  in  a 
considerable  “republican”  gain — see  page  III.  As 
the  senate  of  15  members,  is  wholly  “republican,” 
and  the  governor  is  elected  by  a joint,  ballot,  the  po- 
litical character  of  the  executive  will  be  changed. 

Q2/'  Though  a majority  of  the  votes  in  Alleghany 
county  were  in  favor  of  the  “republican”  candidates, 
the  judges  of  the  election,  it  is  stated,  have  under- 
taken to  return  the  “federalists  ;”  thereby  exactly 
reversing  the  strength  of  the  parties  in  joint  ballot. 
The  cause  given  is,  that  one  of  the  judges  being  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  from  his  oath  of  office  sup- 
posed qualified  to  act,  was  not  sworn  to  that  special 
duty,  as  his  two  colleagues  were,  for  which,  all  the 
judges  of  the  county  assembled,  rejected  the  votes 
of  that  district  To  decide  upon  this , does  not  appear 
the  province  of  the  judges  ; but  it  will,  if  admitted, 
completely  effect  the  purpose.  Had  they  returned 
those  highest  in  vot  e,  and  left  the  legality  of  the  elec- 
tion to  be  decided  by  the  legislature  to  whom  it  is 
thought  to  belong,  whether  the  members  were  re- 
tained or  rejected  there  had  been  a majority  of  3 
or  1,  as  the  case  might  be,  in  joint  ballot,  for  go- 
vernor. 

The  elections  in  Pennsylvania , so  far  as  we  have 
heard  of  them,  have  ended  with  increased  majori- 
ties for  the  “ republican”  tickets. 


POSTCRIPT. 

Wauiiew,  (O.)  Oct  5. 

By  the  express. — We  announce  the  glorious  intelli- 
gence that  Michigan  territory  is  once  more  ours. — 
Our  army  tdok  possession  of  Detroit  on  the  28th  of 
Sept.  The  British  retreated  from  Malden  at  the 
first  appearance  of  our  fleet.  They  burnt  up  all  the 
public  buildings  and  stores,  both  at  Malden  and 
Detroit.  The  army  landed  without  opposition,  and 
pursued  its  course  up  Detroit  river  to  Sandwich  ; 
the  fleet  sailed  at  the  same  time  for  Detroit.  The 
British  have  retreated  for  lake  Ontario,  by  the  river 
De  Trench.  The  Indians,  with  Tecumseh  at  their 
head,  have  turned  upon  their  allies,  and  are  harass- 
ing their  retreat.  A flag  has  been  sent  in  by  the  In- 
dians soliciting  peace.  The  British,  when  they  be- 
gan their  retreat,  had  but  three  days  provisions. 
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The  U.  States  Navy  List,  &c. 

Inserted  in  our  last,  we  exceedingly  regret  to  say, 
has  several  errors.  A moment’s  recollection  would 
have  pointed  them  out;  but  confiding  in  a partial 
statement  furnished  by  a friend  with  a view  to  a 
complete  list,  we  did  not  so  carefully  examine  the 
facts  as  we  ought,  or  are  accustomed  to  do  in  things 
of  the  kind.  The  errors,  so  far  as  we  are  informed 
of  them,  are  these — the  frigates  Boston,  Constitu- 
tion, Congress,  Essex,  John  Adams,  President,  and 
United  States,  were  “built”  before  the  year  “1800,” 
as  stated— say  in  1798 — and  the  llomet  in  1804  or 
1805.  .Mast.  Com.  Charles  G.  Ridgley,  is  in  Balti- 
more, and  to  command  the  sloop  of  war  first  to  be 
launched  here.  The  Syren,  We  believe,  i3  under 
charge  of  Mast.  Com.  Parker. 


Transmission  of  the  Register. 

The  numerous  complaints  that  have  reached  me 
from  the  state  of  Virginia,  within  a few  weeks  past, 
ot  the  detention  the  Weekly  Register,  almost 
leads  me  to  suspect  what  1 would  not  willingly  be- 
lieve, that  I am  not  fairly  dealt  with  ; but  by  whom, 
or  where,  I cannot  form  an  idea.  I have  lost  fifty 
subscribers  in  Virginia,  because  the  Register  is 
often  detained  3 or  4 weeks  on  the  road  to  places 
where  it  ought  to  arrive  in  from  3 to  8 days.  This 
is  too  serious  a matter  to  be  lightly  dealt  with  ; and 
nothing  shall  be  left  uridone  to  effect  a discovery  of 
the  cause. 

The  editor  has  only  to  repeat  what  he  has  so  often 
declared,  that  the  Hegisler  is  so  strongly  packed, that 
it 'Cannot  honestly  fail  of  reaching  its  destination  un- 
injured, unless  by  getting  wet  in  the  mail.  I have 
numbers  sent  from  this  office  a 1000  miles  and  up- 
wards, which  were  returned  in  the  same  envelope, 
unruffled.  And  such  things  happen  frequently  : — 
the  papers  detained — are  supposed  lost  and  sup- 
plied,—then  arrive  and  are  politely  sent  back  to  keep 
up  any  files,  bv  those  who  are  anxious  to  preserve 
their  own.  And  all  the  packages  (again  made  up  in 
strong  bundles  and  addressed  to  the  several  states 
and  territories)  go  into  the  Post-Office  heie  on  the 
day  of  publication,  the  packages  for  Tennessee  ex- 
cepted, which  I prefer  to  retain  until  the  Tucsdcy 
following,  that  they  may  proceed  directly  on  { the 
mail  for  that  state  carrying  papers  but  once  in  a 
week.  From  frequent  observation  (as  well  as  from 
the  great  accuracy  of  the  gentlemen  in  our  Post-of- 
fice) I am  convinced  that  they  go  hence  as  regularly; 
and  here  all  the  charge  / can  have  of  them  ends. 

1 o ascertain  the  causes  of  detention , generally, 
and  particularly  that  at  this  time  complained  of,  the* 
editor  earnestly  solicits  the  scrutiny  with  the  advice 
of  his  friends.1 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH: 

Gentlemen,  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Speaker , and 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 
The  severe  pressure  of  the  war  upon  the  people 
of  this  state,  gives  uuusual  importance  to  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Vol.  V. 


As  l have  conceived  necessary  for  the  public  safe' 
ty,  to  avail  myself  of  the  enlarged  powers  delegated, 
to  the  executive  by  the  resolutions  of  the  last  legis- 
lature, it  is  proper  that  I submit  to  jour  considera- 
tion a brief  statement  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  those  powers  were  exercised. 

When  the  United  States'  squadron  took  refuge  ill 
the  harbor  of  New -London,  it  was  at  one  perceived 
that  the  decayed  and  feeble  state  of  the  fortifications 
afforded  a precarious  defence.  The  menacing  ap- 
pearance of  the  hostile  squadron  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor,  and  the  strong  probability  that  the  town 
would  be  destroyed  in  the  conflict  which  was  hourly 
expected,  produced  amongst  the  inhabitants  the 
greatest  consternation.  In  this  moment  of  alarm  the 
major-general  of  the  3d  division,  and  the  brigadier- 
general  of  the  3d  brigade  considered  themselves 
justified,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  the  citizens,  in 
summoning  the  militia  to  their  assistance.  Having 
issued  orders  for  that  purpose,  they  immediately 
dispatched  an  express  to  me  with  intelligence  of 
these  transactions.  On  this  occasion  I could  not 
hesitate  as  to  the  course  which  it  became  my  duty 
to  pursue.  'Hie  government  of  Connecticut,  the 
last  to  invite  hostilities,  should  be  the  first  to  repel 
aggression.  In  my  view  it  was  not  a time  to  enquire 
into  the  character  of  the  enemy  or  the  causes  which 
made  him  such,  when  our  territory  was  invaded  and. 
our  citizens  were  demanding*  protection  ; and  when 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  gallant  navy  was 
exposed  within  our  own  waters,  to  instant  capture 
or  destruction.  I made  no  delay  therefore  in  signi- 
fying to  those  officers  my  entire  approbation  of  their 
conduct.  The  necessary  supplies  were  immediate- 
ly forwarded,  and  generally  such  measures  of  de- 
fence were  adopted  as  the  emergency  evidently  re- 
quired. Information  of  these  proceedings,  and  of 
subsequent  operations  at  New-London,  was  duly 
transmitted  to  the  general  government,  and  the  in- 
structions of  the  president,  in  relation  to  this  impor- 
tant subject,  were  requested.  I received  assurances 
from  the  national  executive  that  measures  would  be: 
taken  to  put  the  fortifications,  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  harbor  of  New-London,  into  a respectable 
state  of  defence  : that  the  wages  of  the  militia  thus 
called  into  service  under  the  authority  of  the  state* 
should  be  paid  from  the  national  .treasury ; and  that? 
provision  would  be  made  for  liquidating  and  dis- 
charging the  accounts  of  the  commissary  and  quar- 
ter master  departments. 

The  causes  which  first  occasioned  the  array  of  a 
military  force  at  New-London  has  not  ceased  to 
operate.  Accordingly  at  the  request  of  the  general 
government,  a considerable  body  of  troops  has  beeix 
kept  at  that  station.  I have  endeavored,  conforma- 
bly to  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  divide  the  duty 
between  the  militia  and  the  military  corps,  and  to 
spread  detachments  of  the  former  over  the  several 
brigades.  To  men,  however,  who  are  accustomed  to 
different  pursuits,  the  service  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  burdensome.  The  remark  is  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  regimeuts  in  the  neighborhood  of 
New-London.  From  their  proximity  to  the  »cene  of 
action  they  were  of  course  first  brought  into  the 
field;  and  although  they  were  first  dismissed  as 
speedily  as  circumstances  would  permit,  vet  the  fre- 
H ' 
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qwent  alarms  produced  by  sudden  augmentations  of 
the  enemy’s  force  as  frequently  compelled  them  to 
return.  Thev  have  therefore  suffered  losses  and 
privations  which  could  be  equalled  only  by  the  pa- 
tience and  magnanimity  with  winch  they  were  en- 
dured. Their  hardships  were  unhappily  increased 
hy  an  occurrence,  which  as  it  is  intimately  connect- 
ed with  these  events,  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed. — 
An  order  from  the  wa*r  department  for  the  dismis- 
sion of  all  the  militia,  then  on  duty,  arrived  at  the 
moment  a detachment  from  the  distant  brigades 
Was  on  the  march  to  relieve  those  who  had  been  so 
repeatedly  called  into  service.  Believing  the  gene- 
ral government  had  the  right  of  determining  what 
degree  of  force  would  suffice  to  protect  the  national 
property,  and  unwilling  to  obtrude  the  services  of 
our  citizens  upon  the  public  when  they  were  not  de- 
sired, especially  in  a season  so  very  important  to  our 
husbandmen,  I issued  instructions  giving  full  effect 
to  the  order.  Scarcely  however  had  the  disbanded 
troops  reached  their  several  homes,  before  a request 
for  the  militia  was  renewed,  enforced  by  an  urgent 
petition  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  New-Lon- 
don  and  Groton.  This  combined  application  I felt 
Po  disposition  to  refuse.  The  requisite  aid  was  im- 
mediately ordered ; but  from  the  necessity  of  the 
ease,  men  who  had  been  just  discharged,  were  obli- 
ged to  repair  again  to  the  post  of  danger,  and  to 
remain  until  a new  detachment  could  be  levied  and 
brought  to  their  relief.  The  ground  of  this  proce- 
dure is  hitherto  unexplained. 

The  patriotism  displayed  by  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates both  of  the  military  corps  and  of  the  militia 
during  the  whole  of  this  anxious  period,  merits  the 
highest  commendation,  Whilst  their  ready  obedi- 
ence to  the  first  summons  of  their  government  has 
$hown  them  to  be  the  best  of  citizens,  their  strict 
attention  to  every  part  of  military  duty  has  proved 
them  to  be  the  best  of  soldiers.  They  have  given 
the  state  indisputable  evidence  of  their  attachment 
to  its  constitutions,  and  of  their  ability  to  defend 
them. 

The  British  force  stationed  in  our  waters  having 
occasioned  great  inquietude  along  the  whole  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  every  precaution,  consistent  with 
a due  regard  to  the  general  safety,  has  been  adopted 
for  its  protection.  Guards  are  placed  at  the  points 
most  exposed.  In  many  towns  on  the  coast  the  citi- 
zens exempt  by  law  from  military  service,  animated 
by  a laudable  zeal,  have  formed  volunteer  companies 
of  artillery  pursuant  to  the  act,  and  the  quarter 
master  general  has  received  directions  to  supply 
them  with  ordnance.  The  resident  militia  whether 
infantry,  cavalry  or  artillery  have  been  excused  from 
other  duty,  and  are  allowed  to  remain  as  a local  de- 
fence ; and  sufficient  quantities  of  ammunition  are 
distributed,  suited  to  the  various  descriptions  of 
force.  In  our  present  state  of  preparedness,  it  is  be- 
lieved a. -descent  upon  our  coast  will  not  be  attempt- 
ed, a well  grounded  hope  is  entertained  that  it  will 
be  attended  with  little  success.  Unfortunately  we 
hive  not  the  means  of  rendering  our  navigation 
equally  secure.  Serious  depredations  have  beeu 
■committed  even  in  our  harbors,  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  usual  communication  through  the 
Sound  is  almost  wholly  interrupted.  Thus  while 
anxiously  engaged  in  protecting  our  public  ships, 
we  are  doomed  to  witness  the  unrestrained  capture 
of  our  private  vessels,  and  the  consequent  suspen- 
sion of' commercial  pursuits.  These,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, are  necessary  effects  of  a state  of  war,  but 
they  are  not  the  less  to  be  deplored. 

In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  assembly  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session,  T made  immediate  application 
ins  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 


proportion  of  arms  to  which  the  milit  aof  this  state 
are  entitled,  under  the  act  of  congress  making  ap- 
propriations for  that  object,  and  1 have  the  satisffc- 
tion  to  inform  you  that  two  thousand  stands  are  re- 
ceived. By  the  act  just  mentioned  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide  by  law  for  their 
distribution. 

The  various  military  supplies  authorised  by  the 
resolves  of  the  last  session,  are  for  (he  most  part 
procured.  The  wisdom  of  the  legislature  in  these 
preparatory  measures  became  sufficiently  evident 
from  the  events  which  soon  after  followed.  As  the 
United  States  were  not  in  a condition  to  provide 
tents,  camp  eqnippage,  or  the  suitable  ammunition, 
our  troops  were  furnished  in  these  respects,  and  for 
a considerable  time  with  subsistence  also,  by  the 
quarter-master  general  and  commissary  general  of 
the  state. 

You  will  perceive  the  expediency,  gentlemen,  of 
carefully  reviewing  the  “ Act  for  forming  and  con- 
ducting the  military  force  of  this  state.”  Several 
obvious  amendments  are  suggested  by  the  present 
situation  of  our  country.  Amongst  others  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  penalty  for  refusing  or  neglecting 
to  perform  a tour  of  duty,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  should  be  rendered  more  definite# 
if  not  more  efficient.  You  will  also  consider  the 
propriety  of  prescribing  rules  for  the  government  of 
the  militia  whilst  in  actual  service,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state.  Although  recent  experience  may 
h-ve  shewn  that  an  habitual  love  of  order  and  su- 
bordination supersedes,  in  a great  measure,  the  ne- 
cessity for  any  new  restraints,  still  you  will  reflect 
whether  it  is  either  prudent  or  safe  to  remain  ill 
this  respect  wholly  destitute  of  some  positive  regu- 
lations. 

I*  will  not  be  expected,  gentlemen,  that  I should 
particularly  recommend  to  y6ur  notice  the  various 
subjects  which  may  properly  occupy  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  assembly.  They  are  confined  principal- 
ly to  affairs  of  a local  nature  and  will  not  escape 
your  observation.  Our  political  system  calls  for  no 
theoretical  reforms  ; nor  does  our  happy  state  of 
society  depend  on  a multiplication  of  laws.  I should 
rejoice  in  being  permitted  to  announce  to  you  that 
our  prospects  abro  id  correspond  with  that  dt  gree  of 
quiet  and  security  to  be  found  at  home. 

Gentlemen — The  progress  of  the  war  affords  little 
hope  that  its  calamities  will  soon  come  to  an  end. 
The  characteristic  bravery  of  our  seamen,  in  what- 
ever service  they  are  engaged,  is  indeed  a just  theme 
of  national  exultation  ; and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wish- 
ed that  our  naval  triumphs  may  produce  an  auspi- 
cious effect  upon  this  unhappy  contest,  the  evils  of 
which  are  seen  and  felt  in  whatever  concerns  the  real 
prosperity  of  the  country,  To  mitigate  these  evils, 
you  will  be  disposed  to  employ  every  faculty  which 
the  structure  of  our  government  allows  you  to  exer- 
cise ,•  and  if  any  constitutional  effort  on  your  part 
may  contribute  to  remove  them,  I am  persuaded  it 
will  not  be  withheld.  The  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  Connecticut  upon  1 his  momentous  subject  cannot' 
be  misunderstood.  Their  disapprobation  of  the  war 
was  publicly  declared  through  the  proper  organ, 
shortly  after  hostilities  commenced  ; accompanied 
with  an  assurance  that  the  obligations  imposed  by 
the  constitution  should  nevertheless  be  strictly  ful- 
filled. If  no  event  has  occurred  to  vary  their  opi- 
nion, the  highest  evidence  is  furnished  of  fidelity 
to  their  engagements.  They  have  pursued  that  ho- 
nourable course  which  regards  equally  the  legitimate! 
claims  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  rights  and  dig- 
nity of  their  own  government. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  gentlemen,  that  I 
meet  you  in  general  assembly  at  this  interesting  pe- 
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..  . i.  T fi-pp.v  suhmit  1o  vonv  examination  those  “TV  princes  adopts!  by  the  Uintn!  States  on  the  subject  of 
. M.  3 nce.\  sunnrn  to  )om  \ expatriation,  are  liberal,  bnt  arc  perfectly  inapplicable  to  a public 

measures  which  the  crisis  seemed  to  demand  and;  elu.,rty  i„  ti:ue  of  war. 

which  rav  best  judgment  led  me  to  adopt;  and  1 “Some  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  of  Michigan, 


shall  cheerfully  accept  your  counsel  and  direction, 
relative  to  that  line  of  conduct. which  the  executive 
ought  to  observe,  as  well  under  the  circumstances 
.which  now  exist,  as  in  those  emergencies  which  will 
probably  arise. 

While  we  implore  the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence 
upon  our  endeavors  to  promote  the  public  welfare, 
let  us  be  thankful  that  amidst  the  distresses  of  war, 
so  much  internal  tranquility  has  prevailed,  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  revolutions  which  agitate  the 
world,  we  still  enjoy  the  privileges  of  freemen, 
with  dispositions  to  defend  and  perpetuate  thc.se  in- 
estimable blessings. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 
Cfeneral  assembly,  Oct.  session,  1813. 


citizens  of  the  UoUed  States  of  Am.- rica.  have  bi-tn  innch  urgi.don 
this' subject,  and  an-  apprehensive  of  being  further. troubled. 

“I  bail  the  further  honor  of  receiving,  on  rhe  8ih  instant,  your 
verbal  message  by  your  aid-ik-oamn,  Mr.  M L*  an,  acquainting  ise 
that  there M as  no  capitulation  on  the  22d  of  January,  and  that  the 
prisoners  surrendered  at  discretion. 

“I,  therefore,  beg  pardon  for  that  mistake. 

“The  principles,  however,1  of  the  law  of  nations,  impose  an  obli- 
gation almost  equally  strong.” 

No.  25  .-‘-TRANS L ATION. 

Territory  of  Michigan)! 

District  itf -Detroit.  >s,‘ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  tin-  district  of  Detroit,  Joseph  Roberts, an 
inhabitant  on  river  nux  Raisins,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  deposes  and  says;  that  on  tile  next  day  after  the  battle 
or.  the  said  river  Raisins,  a short  time  aft'  r sunrise,  he  saw  the 
Indians  kill  the  American  prisoners,  with  their  tomahawks,  and 
that  they  shot  sev<  ral,  to  wit,  three,  that  the  indians  set  the  house 
on  fire,  and  .that  in  .going,  out,  the  prisoners  were  massacred  and 
killed  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  snv : three  were  shot,  the  others  werra. 
killed  in  the  houses,  and  burnt  w ith  thy  bouses.  The  Indians  burnt 
first  the  house  of  Jean  B.ibtiste  Joreaume,  and  afterwards  that  of 
Gabriel  Godfr.y,  junior.  The  deponent  lias  been  informed  that 
there  were  about  forty-eight  or  forty-nine  prisoners  in  toe  twfo 
houses.  Thedeponent  has  seen  dead  bodies  on  the  high  way,  which 
the  hogs  were  .tearing  and  eating.  Mr.  Brunot  told  the  deponent 
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.„..ipanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  rei. . _ - , . . - 

(alives,  appointed  to  enquire  info  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  I tliat  the  Indians  bad  killed  those  of  tiie  prisoners  who  were  least 
he  war  has  been  waned  by  the  enemy.  wounded  and  that  the  others  were  burnt  alive. 

(Continued  from  page  109.)  ' Antuine  Cmeilarie  ami  Alexis  Salliof,  inhabitants  of  the  river 

No.  VIII.  s I Ecorces,  t<  VI  the  deponent  that  two  prisoners  hud  been  burnt  in 


Massacre  and  burning  of  American  prisoners  surrendered  to  offi- 
cers of  Gres t-Bri tain,  hy  indiums  in  the  British  service.  Aban- 
donment of  the  remains  of  Americans  killed  in  battle  or  mur- 
dered after  the  surrender  to  the  British.  The  pillage  and  shooting 
of  American  citizens  and  the  burning  of  their  houses  after  sur- 
rendering to- the  British,  under  the  guarantee  of  protection. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  Augustus  B.  Woodvcard.  esq.  to  gen  Proctor. 

Detroit,  February  2d„  1813. 

“They  [the  inhabitants  of  Michigan]  have  entertained  a constant 
apprehension  that  when  the  American  forces  approach  the  terri- 
tory, and  when  an  engagement  had  taken  place,  the  fury  of  the 
savage  mind  at  the  sight  of  blood,  and  in  reflecting  on  the  dead 
they  lose,  and  perhaps  on  the  retaliatory  treatment  of  prisoners, 
Or  of  the  dead,  which  their  cruel  mode  of  warfare  is  always  likely 
to  produce,  might  drive  them  to  an  ignoble  revenge  on  the  prison- 
ers they  find  in  the  country,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it,  w ho  are 
American  citizens.  They  therefore  pressed  this  subject  on  your 
attention  previous  to  the  battle  of  the  22d  of  January,  1813  ; and 
felt  satisfied  with  your  assurance  that  you  considered  your  own 
honor  pledged  for  their  effectual  protection. 

“Since  the  result  of  that  battle,  facts  are  before  their  faces  which 
they  cannot  shut  their  eyes  upon.  Some  of  them  are  perhaps 
unknown  to  yourself.  I will  enumerate  some  which  I believe  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  establishing  beyond  the  rpach  of  contra- 
diction. 

“•First. — Some  of  the  prisoners  after  the  capitulation  of  the  22d 
of  January,  1813,  have  been  tomahawked  hy  the  savages. 

“Second.— Some  of  the  prisoners  after  that  capitulation,  have 
been  shot  by  the  savages. 

“Third.— Some  of  the  prisoners  after  that  capitulation  have  been 
burnt  by  the  savages. 

“Fourth.— Sumo  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  after  the  capitulation, 
have  been  shot  by  the  savages. 

“Fif  th.— The  houses  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory, 
American  citizens,  after  the  capitulation,  have  been  burnt  by  the 
savages. 

“Sixth.— Some  of  the  inhabitants,  American  citizens,  after  the 
capitulation,  have  been  pillaged  by  the  savages.” 

A.  AV.  M*1EAX,  KSQ.UIRE,  TO  XIR.  WOODWARD. 

Sandwich , 9th  February , 1313. 

SIR— You  w ill  have  the  goodness  to  appoint  a day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adducing  before  colonel  Proctor  such  proof  as  you  may 
•have,  to  substantiate  the  assertions  in  your  letter  to  him,  relative 
to  the  slaughter  of  the  enemy’s  sick  ami  wounded,  on  the  22d  of 
January  last.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &fc. 

(Signed)  A.  IV.  M‘LE AN,  Aid-de-camp. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  general  Pvortoh. 

“ Sandwich,  February  10th,  1313. — I had  the  honor  to  receive,  orv 
Ac  third  day  of  this  month,  a verbal  message  from  you,  communi- 
cated to  me  by  major  Muir,  requesting  me  to  procure  some  evi- 
dence of  the  massacre  of  the  American  prisoners,  on  the  23d  day  of 
January  last.  I 

‘‘I  rnet  with  only  a few  persons  at  Detroit  who  are  inhabitants  of 
the  river  Raisin,  nor  w as  it  altogether  a pli  asant  task  to  those,  to 
relate,  in  these  times,  the  scenes  they  have  beheld.  Some  of  them, 
however,  appeared  before  a magistrate,  anil  I send  you  copies  of 
what  they  have  stated.  It  will occur  to  you,  sir,  immediately,  that 
\vhat  any  of  them  state  on  the  information  of  others,  though  not 
direct  evidence  in  itself,  leads  to  the  source  where  it  may  he  obtained. 

“In  communicating  your  message,  major  Muir  added  something 
having  relation  to  American  citizens,  w ho  might  be  willing  to  take 
the  oath  to  the  king. 

“It  will  be  obvious  to  you,  sir.  that  in  a stasc  of  open  and  declared 
war,  a subject  or  citizen  of  one  party  cannot  transfer  Iris  alle- 
giance to  the  other  party,,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of 
treason ; and,  while  nothing  can  excuse  his  guilt,  so,  neither  are 
those  innocent  who  lay  temptation  before  thefci. 


the  house  of  Graudon,  on  the  river  aux  Sables.  The  deponent  has 
heard  that  the  indians  had  torn  out  the  litarts  of  the  prisoners, 
anil  had  brought  them  still  smoking  into  the  houses,  but  did  not 
v.ecpllect; the- names  of  the  informants;  he  believes,  however,  they 
were  men  worthy  of  credit. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  after  the  first  action  on  the  river 
Raisin,  the  indians  fired  on  one  named  Solo,  son-in-law  to  Stephot 
Labeau,  an  inhabitant  on  the  river  aux  Sables,  when  returning 
from  the  house  of  Graudon  to  his  father-in-law  ; on  Iris  arrival,  he 
hallooed  to  his  father-in-law  to  open  the  door,  sayingthathe  was 
mortally  wounded;  Stephen  Labeau  opened  the  door  and  told  his 
son-in-law  to  throw  hjmselfon  his  bed,  but  that  in  trying  to  move  he 
fell  dead.  An  imlian  knocked  at  the  door,  and  Labeau  having  open- 
ed it,  received  a ball  in  his  breast,  and  ieil  dead.  The  son  of  Labeau 
made  his  escape ; the  indians  shot  several  shots  at  him  which  did 
no<  reach  him. 

Tiie  deponent  says  further . that  Baptiste  Cquteur  was  killed  near 
the  house  of  the  deponent,  on  the  day  of  the  second  .battle  on  the 
river  Raisin,  a little  after  sunrise. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  th<*  indians  have  often  threatened 
to  burn  Ids  .house  anil  barn,  if  he  did  not  march  with  them  ag^insi? 
the  Americans.  The  deponent  says  be  is  an  American  citizen. 

The  deponent  says  that  several  pi  his  neighbors  have  tojd  him  that 
tjiey  had  received  the  same  threat.  Other  settlements  have  been- 
threatened  with  fire.  The  mills  and  houses  on  the  river  aux  Rochas, 
w ere  burnt  in  the  month  of  September  last,  after  the  capitulation* 
of  Detroit.  And  further  this  deponent  s%id  not. 

JOSEPH  ROBERT. 

Swmrn  and  subscribed  before  me.  the  4th  February,  1813. 

PE  TER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D, 
No.  26, 

Territory  of  Michigan,  ? 

District  of  Detroit , 3SS* 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  day,  February  the  fourth,  A. 
pne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  personally  came  before 
the  undersigned,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  th*  district  aforesaid, 
viz.  John  M‘Ponnell,  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  who 
alter  bring  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saiibv  that  a few  days  after  the  battle  of  the  2'z\t 
January  last,  (at  the  river  Raisin)  he  was  personally  present  at  the 
house  of  James  May,  esq.  when  he  heard  the.  same  James  May  ask 
Mr.  William  Jones,  the  acting  agent  for  the  imlian  department,  if 
there  would  l»e  any  impropriety  in  purchasing  .the.  prisoners  froia 
th“  indians ; and  that  lie  heard  the  said  William  Junes  say ‘that  he 
thought  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  purchasing  them,  but 
net  undertake  to  authorise  any  person  to  do  so;’  that  in. 


woiih 

consequence,  of  which  this  deponent  'purchased  three  or  four  eft 

the  prisoners,  amongst  the  number  was  one.hv  the  name  of 

Hamilton,  a private  in  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  declared  to 
this  deponent,  that  on  the  first  or  second  day  after  the  battle  at 
river  /Raisin,  on  the  22d  January  last,  as  lie  and  some  of  Ids  fellow- 
prisoners  were  marching  with  the  indians  between  this  place  anil 
river  Raisin,  they  came  up  to  where  one  of  the  prisoners  was 
burnt,  tiie  fife  jest  expiring,  am}  an  Indian  kicking  the  ashes  of 
his  back,  saying  • damned  son  of  a hitch.'1 

This  deponent  al%o  further  depose, th  as  aforesaid,  that  dpctOi 
Bowers,  a surgeon’s  mate  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  .was 
purchased  him  and  some  oilier  gentlemen,  stated  to  this  depo- 
nent ‘that  he  was  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded  after  the  battle, 
but  felt  rather  timid  on  account  of  the  savages,  but  that  he  received 
such  assurances  from  captain  or  colonel  Elliott,  of  the  safety  of 
himself  as  well  as  the  remaining  prisoners,  he  concluded  to  stay, 
as  sleighs  were  promised  to  lie  sent  to  fetch  them  away  the  next 
morning ; that  near  about  daylight  of  the  morning  following  the 
day  of  the  battle,  the  indians  came  into  the  house  where  said 
Bovvers  was  with  the  other  prisoners,  and  proceeded  to  plunder 'and 
tomahawk  such  as  could  not  walk;  and  stripping  the  said  Bowers 
and  the  wounded  prisoners  of  all  their  clothes ; that  while  th* 
said  Bowers  and  two  other  prisoners,  named  S carls  an-.1.  Bradford  „ 
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as  near  as  tlt»  deponent  can  recollect,  were  sitting  by  tie  five  in  This  is  to  certi f j-,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Jarvi- 
tiie  Indian  camp,  an  indinn  came  up  who  appeared  to  be  drunk,  ary  hist  pa»t,  an  indian  woman  canu  to  my  dwelling  house,  on  the 
ind  called  the  said  Sends,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  recollect,  a river  Rouge,  and  informed  that  on  the  morning  of  that  day  an 


Madis«n  or  Was/ungtcm,  then  took  up  a tomahawk  and  struck  the 
*aid  Sends  on  the  shoulder;  that  the  said  Saris  caught  hold  of 
the  tomahawk  and  held  it  for  some  time ; that  the  *aitl  Rowers 


Bowers’  ran  and  came  up  to  tire  old  chief  (w! 
dennnoiit  and  others)  who  took  him  under  his  protection,  and  was 
trv  kUid  to  hil’  This  deponent  further  deposetli,  that  he  ha 
reason  to  believe  the  aforesaid  Bowers  and  Hamilton  are  now  at 
Sandwich,  and  if  applied  to,  th-y  could  give  more  ample  .nior- 
matior.  relative  to  the  particulars  atoresaid.  ^ndfunl.er  this  <ie- 
nouent  sayeth  not.  JOHlv  M‘DON.N  .XL. 

™Sworn  and  subscribed  at  my  chambers  in  the  city  of  Detroit,, 
the  day  and  year  before  written.  ^JAMES.  MAI. 

APPURTENANCES  to  no.  2ck 
No.  1. 

Note  from  Mr.  John  ftP Donnell  to  James  May,  Esquire. 

J Detroit.  February  4,  1813'.- 

Dear  Sir, I had  a conversation  with  Mr.  Smart,  after  leaving 

your  houseto-day.  who  had  a conversation  with  Bowers  r J 1 T*“J 
ford.  He  observes  that  I lisve  made  several  material  err< 


aiid  Brad- 

(HRpLp... rrors  irrmy 

affidaCiT  before  you  thisday.  He  says  the  prisoner  killed  was  of  th< 
name  ofBIvtbe,  instead  of  Searls  -r  and  inentio'.  a some  other  errors- 
that  differ  widely  from  what  1 have,  sworn  to,  so  that  . 1 think  it  is 
a iiita  that  Rowers’ and  Brail  ford’s  own  affidavit  could  not  he  had 
instead  'of  mine*  Yours,  J.  M DON  NELL. 

James  May , esquire , 

No  2.  '• 

Note  from.  Mr.  McDonnell  to  Mr.  l.yoru^his  c'.VrK. 

I wish  von  to  mention  to  judge  Woodward,  that  application  is 
tttacle  f it  me  by  a friend  on  the  other  side,  to  remain  till  the  navi- 
gation opens.  On  that  account  I hope  that  In  will  keep  hack  the 
deposition  that  I have  made  regarding  the  murders  committed  by 
the  savages  on  the  river  Raisin,  as  he  has  much  better  testimony  to 
substantiate  facts  than  what  I have  sworn  toon  hearsay;  and  as 
I am  sure,  if  the  colonel  was  even  disposed  to  hear  my  application, 
that  affidavit  will  be  enough  to  send  me  off,  or  else  if  I'was  allowed 
to  remain,  Elliott  would  set  tin-  indiaus  on  me. 

’ No.  .7.— TRANSLATION, 

j territory  of  Michigan,'}- 

District,  of  Detroit.  5 , , . . „ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  ues»c-  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  Antoine  BoulSrd,  of 
the  river  aux  Raisins,  who  being  sworn  on  the  Hulv  Evangelists, 
depose! li  and  savs.  that  on  the  next  day  after  the  last  battle  on  the 
river  aux  Raisins,  lie  saw  the  indiaus  kill  the  secretary  of  the 
American  general,  who  was  on  the  horse  of  the- endian  who  had 
taken  lfim  prisoner,  with  a rifle  shot;  that  the  prisoner  fell  on  one 
side,  and  an  imlian  came  forward  with  a sabre,  finished  him, 
seal ned  him,  stript  him  and  carried  away  his  clothes.  The  body 
remained  two  days  on  the  high-way,  before  the  door  of  the  depo- 
nent, was  part  eat  up  by  the  hogs.  Afterwards,  the  deponent- 
together  with  Francois  I.asselle,  Hubert  Lacroix,  Chs.  Chovin,  anil 
Louis  Lnjoye,  took  up  the  corpse  at  dusk  ot  the  evening-  and 
carried  it  into  a field  near  the  woods,  where  the  hogs  did  not  go. 
They  dared  not  to  bury  it  for  f ar  of  being  surprized  by  the 
Indians.  And  further  ti>is  deponent  saith  not.- 

ANTOINE  ( is  X mark)  BOLLARD- 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  in  my  presence,  the  5th  February,  1813. 

PETER  A L DRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  28. 

I hereby  certify,  that  the  next  day  after  the  last  battle  on  the 
river  aux  Raisins',  the  secretary  of  the  American  general  was  taken 
near  the  door  of  the  deponent;  was  wounded  and  placed  on  a 
horse;  that  seven  or  eight  indiaus  were  near  the  house,  one 
of  whom  shot  him  in  the  head  with  a rifle;  that  he  did  not  fall  off 
his  horse  until  another  Indian*  drawing  a sabre,  struck  him  on  the 
head  several  times,  and  then  he  foil  to  the  ground  ; was  scalped 
anil  stript  of  bis  clothes,  and  left  on  the  road,  where  he  remained 
one  day  and  a half;  I,  the  deponent,  with  Francois  Lass-  He, 
Hubert 'Lacroix,  Louis  C.hovin,  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day. 
took  up  the  body,  carried  it  to  the  skirts  'of  the  woods,  and  covered 
it  with  a few  branches,  but  could  not  slay  to  bury  it,  for  fear  of  the 
'Indians  that  w ere  in  the  neighborhood ; and  on  the  next  day  after 
the  last  battle  I was  near  the  house  of  Gabriel  Godfrey  junior,  and 
the  house  of  Jean  Babtistere  Ji  reaiim,  where  a gn  at  number  of 
prisoners  Were  collected  ; and  that  1 heard  the  screaming  of  the 
prisoners  whom  the  indians  were  tomahawking ; that  the  savages 
set  the  houses  on  fire  and  went  off". 

Detroit , S February , 1813. 

LOUIS  (his  M mark)  BERNARD. 

dit  Lajoye. 

No.  29. 

I certify,  that  the  bodies  of  the  Americans  killed  at  the  battle  of 
la  riviere  aux  Raisins,  of  the  twenty-second  of  January  last,  re- 
mained unburied ; and  that  I have  seen  the  hogs  and  dogs  eating 

* The  hogs  appeared  to  be  rendered  mad  by  so  profuse  a diet  of 
christ  a • flesh. 

I saw  the  houses  of  Mr.  Gerome  and  Mr.  Godfroy  on  fire,  an  * 
have  heard  that  there  were  prisoners  in  them. 

Th  inhabitants  did  not  dare  to  bury  the  dead  eii  account  of 
The  indians.  . ...  , 

The  inhabitants  have  been  threatened  by  the  indians,  it  they 

d not  take  up  arms  against  the  Americans. 

Michigan , February  <ith,  1813. 

(Bijfntd)  ALEXIS  (bis  ^ mark)  LABADIE. 


American  prisoner  had  been  killed  in  th-  imlian  camp,  and  the 
reason  she  assigned  for  killing  him  was,  becaus"  he  had  expressed 
a hatred  tor  the  indians.  ROBERT  ABBOT. 

Detroit,  S th  Feb.  1813. 

Territory  of  Mi,  hi  van, \ ... 

District  of  Detroit , $90,lw,fc‘ 

P’TsonaHy  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  Aaron  Thomas 
and  Ag  les  Thomas,  his  wife,  who  both  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that  th-  Indians  have  taken  from 
th  an,  from  the  house  of  Mr.  Atwater,  on  the  16th  :>f  \ ugust,  1812, 
-me  chintz  gown,  valued  s v-  n and  a half  dollars,  one  calico  gown, 
valued  three  dollars  s-v-nty-five  cents,  on,-  calimanco  petticoat 
valued  four  dollars,  on  - pair  of  cotton  stockings,  one  dollar  fifty 
cents,  one  pair  woolen  stockings  seventy-five  c-uts,  one  pair  of 
silk  gloves,  onevlollar  fifty  cents,  one  new  small  trunk  two  dollars, 
one  pocket diook  two  dollars,  thread  on-  dollar,  ne-  dies  fifty  c*  nts, 
one  shawl- one  dollar,  one  cambric  liai  dk  rchief  st  vi  nty-five  cents, 
one  Cotton  ditto  sixty-two  and  one  half  cents,  one  shift  one  dollar, 
three-fourths  of  a pound  of  pepper  fifty  c-  nts,  om  cake  of  choco- 
late twenty-five  cents,  one  tan  fifty  cents,  one  blanket  three  dol- 
lars,, one  cloak  ten  dollars,  thr-e  yards  of  check  cotton  ninety-three 
and  thr-e-fburtlis  Cents,  one  shawl  one  dollar,  one  fiannei  loose 
gown  three  dollars.  On  the  twelfth  Seyt-mher,  taken  on  river 
Rouge,  one  chesnut  sorrel  horse  fifty  dollars — saddle  and  bridle  ten 
dollars.  On  Friday,  the  eleventh  Septernh-v,  tak  n on  river 
Rouge,  one  other  saddle,  eight  dollars,  one  pair  b ather  leading 
hues  two  dollars  fifty  eent>,  leading  lim  s s-venty-five  cents,  one 
axe  two  dollars  fifty  cents,  chintz  patches  two  dollars. 

Sw urn  b-fine  moat  my  chambers,  17th  September,  1812. 

(Signed)  F.  AUDRAIN.  J.  P.  D.  D. 

Letter  from  the  indians  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin — 
not  dated 

The  Hu roiis.  and  the  other  tribes  of  indians,  assemhlt  d at  the 
Miami  Rapids,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin. 
FRIENDS  f LISTEN  I 

You  have  always  told  us  you  would  give  us  any  assistance  in 
your  power. 

We,  therefore, as  the  enemy  is  approaching  us,  within  twenty-five 
mil  s,  call  upon  you  all  to  rise  up  and  come  here  immediately* 
bringing  your  arms  along  with  you. 

Should  you  fail  at  this  time,  we  will  not  consider  votiin  future 
as  friends,  and  the  consequences  may  b>  wry  unpleasant. 

WV  are  w-11  convinced  you  have  no  w ritings  forbidding  you  to 
assist  us.  We  are  your  friends  at  present. 

(Signed)  ROUND  HEAD. 

By  an  cmhlcm  resembling  a horse. 

(Signed):  WALK  IN  THE  WATER. 

By  an  emblem  resembling  a turtle. 

No.  33— TRANSLATION. 

Letter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  Ilaisin,  dated 

Riviere  Aux  Raisins,  the  13lh  of  November,  1812. 

To  the  honorable  judge  W oocheiuul,  Detroit,  Riviere  aux  Raisinsr 
the  i3th  November,  1812. 

SIR. — In  the  embarrassment  in  which  we  find  ourselves  at 
present,  on  the  subject  of  a letter  addressed  to  colonel  Navar.  on 
the  par;  0f  th.  Ht.ro  s and  other  savage  tribes,  wre  depute  him  to 
you  to  repn  sent  to  you  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  th-  river 
Raisin,  {untying  you  to  assist  him  with  your  advice  in  so  delicate  a 
matter,  having  at  all  times  had  great  confidence  in  your  gr.  at 
knowledge. 

We  hhve  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient 
servants, 

(Signed)  JAQUES  LASELL, 

JEAN  BA'FISTE  GEROME, 

JEAN  BATISTE  REAUGRAND, 
FRANCOIS  LASSELL, 

DUNCAN  REID, 

JEAN  BATISTE  LASELLE. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  ensign  Isaac  L.  Baker,  agent  for  thi 

prisoners  taken  after  the  battle  of  Frenchfmvn,  January  . id,  1813, 

to  brigadier-general  Winchester,'  dated  “ British  Niagara,  Fe* 

bruary  26,  1813. 

“For  the  greatest  number. of  bur  unfortunate  fellow-soldiers  hew- 
ing sent  from  D.  troit,  we  are  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  ouv 
prisoner  fellow-citizens  there,  who  with  unexampled  generosity 
when  th-y  saw  their  countrymen  driven  through  the  streets  like 
sheep  to  a market,  lavished  their  wealth  for  their  ransom.  Nor  was 
the  procuration  of  our  liberty  all.  We  had  been  almost  entirely 
stript  by  the  indians.  Clotln  -s*such  as  the  exigency  of  the  occasion 
p -rmitti  d to  he  prepared,  were  furnished  us. 

“On  the  8th  instant  colonel  Proctor  ordered  me  to  make  out  % 
return  of  all  the  prisoners  who  were  killed  by  the  indians  subse- 
quent to  the  battle,  agreeable  to  the  best  information  I could 
collect.  The  enclosed  return  marked  R,  was  .produced  by  this 
order.  I might  have  added  the  gallant  captain  Nathaniel  Gray; 
S.  Hart,  deputy  inspector  general ; captain  Virgil  M‘Crackin,  of 
colonel  Allen’s  regiment;  captain  John  H.  Woolfolk,  your  se- 
cretary ; ensign  Levi  W-lIs,  of  the  7th  United  States  infantry* 
a.id  a number  of  privates,  whom  I find  by  subsequent  informa- 
tion, have  been  massacred. 

“The  'memory  of  past  services  rendered  me  by  captain  Han’s 
family,  made  me  particularly  anxious  to  ascertain  his  fate.  I flat- 
tered mys.-lf  he  was  alive,  and  every  information  1 could  g-  t for 
some  time  fluttered  my  hopes.  But  one  of  the  last  prisoners  Who 
was  brought  in.  told  me  that  the  captain  was  cet  inly  massacr-d. 
He  was  so  badly  wounded  as  to  prevent  him  from  walking.  The 
i dians  took  him  some  distance  on  a horse,  but  at  length  took  him 
off  and  tomahawked  him. 

“About  the  10th  instant;  an  Indian  brought  captain  M‘Crackin’s 
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oammission  to  Sanilwich— the  paper  was  bloody.  The  fellow  said  : He  saw  the  flag  hoisted  by  the  British  sent  to  the  American  force*'* 
ht  took  the  captain  unhurt,  but  some  time  after,  when  stripping  /'and  saw  it  pass  three  times  to  the  Americans  before  the  surrender, 
mill  examining  him,  he  found  an  indiau  scalp  in  his  bosom,  which  | H could  not  undiTstand  English,  but  understood  that  general 
induced  him  to  kill  him.  This,  you  cannot  but  be  assured,  is  ai  Winchester  was  taken  prisoner  before  he  got  to  the  lim-s  of  his 
humbug  of  the  fellow’s  owu  making,  to  screen  himself  from  the  j owt  men ; tliat  he  was  compelled  to  carry  the  flag  to  his  own  forces 


-odium  of  barbarity.  The  captain’s  character,  and  tin*  danger  th,. 
attended  his  carrying  such  furniture  in  a disastrous  battle,  give  it 
the  lie. 

“Captain  Woolfolk,  after  having  been  wounded  in  tue  places,  by 
some  means  had  got  refuge  in  one  «f  the  French  houses  on  the 
Raisin.  He  was  discovered  next  day  and  dragged  from  his  asylum. 
He  was  taken  to  the  house  of  a Mr.  Lasellc,  where  he  said  lie 
tvmtld  give  10C0  dollars  to  any  one  who  would  purchase  him. 
Mr.  Laseile  said  it  was  out  of  /us  power,  hut  lie  had  no  doubt  his 
broths  r would  do  it,  who  lived  at  hand.  He  directed  his  owners  to 
•the  house  of  bis  brother,  but,  as  the)  were  on  their  way,  an  Indian 
from  a waste  house  shot  him  through  the  In  ad. 

‘•Ensign  Weils  was  taken  by  my  side  unhurt.  I. considered  him 
its  alive  until  my  arrival  at  this  place.  Captain  Nags  tells 
killed  by  a Ptiuawatimiu  indimt,  not  long  after  he 


l<:  he  was 
taken. 


after  he  was  taken ; that  he  understood  the  reason  of  the  flag 
passing  so  often  was,  that  th**  Americans  refused  to  surrender  upon 
any  other  terms  than  that  tite  wounded  should  In*  taken  care  of,  the 
dead  buried  and  theinlrafliitants  protected  in  their  property.  Thai 
the  British  first  refused  to  agree  to  these  terms,  but  finally  did 
agree  to  them.  He  also  understood  that  the  loss  of  the  British  and 
indians  in  the  action  was  about  400  killed.  He  also  understood  that 
the  loss  of  the  Ann  rieuns  in  the  action  was  about  180  killed. 

He  knows  that  on  the  day  of  the  action  all  the  prisoners  who  were 
able  to  march  were  marched1  ofF  towards  Malden ; the  wounded, 
about  6o  or  80  in  number,  left  in  two  houses  without  any  of  their 
friends  or  a physician  to  lake  pare  of  them,  and  without  any  British 
officer  or  men.  * bout  ten  Indians  remained  behind  upon  the 
ground;  the  balance  of  the  indians  went  off  with  the  British,  nniT 
he  was  told  by  some  of  the  Canadian  militia  that  the  British  had 


Many  fresh  scalps  have  been  brought  in  since  the  battle,  and j promised  the  mdians a froKck  that  night  at  Stony  creek,  about  six 


dead  bodies  seen  through  the  country,  which  proves  that  others 
have  been  killed  whosv  names  I have  not  been  aide  to  find  out, 
independent  of  those  reported  to  colonel  Proctor. 

“This.  sir.  is  all  the  information  J.  have  been  able  to  collect, 
concerning  those  w ho  are  massacred.  1 lie  fif  teen  or  eighteen  men- 
tioned in  tin  remarks  to  the  return  made  to  colonel  Proctor,  whose 
Jim  a s do  not  appear,  were  not  known  by  those  who  saw  them 
killed. 

“Major  Graves  of  the  5th  regiment  of  Kentucky -volunteers,  I 
have  been  aide  to  get  no  information  of.  further  than  that  he  was 
brought  to  the  river  Rouge,  on  t ■ • 25th  or  26th  of  January  in  a 
sleigh.  I f-ar,  from  our  having  li  -ard  nothing  of  him  since,  that  he 
is  no  more,  and  that  valuable  officer  forever  lost  to  his  country. 

“The  d*'ad  of  our  army  are  still  denied  the  rites  ot  sepulture.  At 
the  time  I Eft,  Sandwich,  I was  toU  the  hogs  were  eating  them. 
A gentleman  told  meh  had  seen  .them  running  about  with  skuiE, 
arms,  kgs  and  other  parts  of  the  human  system  in  their  mouths. 
The  French  people  on  the  Raisin  buried  captains  Hart,  Woolfolk 
and  some  others,  but  it  was  more  than  th  ir  ims  were  worth,  to 
fhave  been  caught  paying  this  last  accustomed  tribute,  te  mortality. 

“I  have  several  times  agitated  the  subject  of  burying  the  deaii, 
when  in  company  with  the  British  officers,  but  they  always  sn- 
iveled that  the  indians  would  noi  suffer  it.” 

B. 

A return  of  the  American  prisoners  who  serve  tomahawked  by  the 
indians  subsequent  to  the  bc.tt  'e  at  Frtnddmon,  January  22d,  1813. 

1.  Pascal  Hickman,  captain ; 2.  Ja  nes  E.  Blythe,  private ; 
2.  Charles  G iles,  do.  4.  Thomas  S.  Crow,  do.  5.  Daniel  Dar- 
m il,  do.  6.  Thomas  Ward,  do.  7.  William  Butler,  do.  8.  Henry 
Downy,  do.  9.  John  P.  Sidney,  do. 

In  addition  to  the  above  number,  I saw  two  others  tomahawked 
at  Sandy  ere  k myself,  and  find  that  the  prisoners  now  in  the 
hospital  in  Sandwich  saw,  say  fifteen  or  eighteen  others,  treated 
in  the  same  manner.  Two  men  tell  me  they  saw  one  who  had 
th  appearance  of  having  been  burned  to  death.  Those  men  who 
saw  H nry  Downy  and  William  Butler  killed,  tell  me  that  the 
Indians  1 ft  them  without  scalping. 

ISAAC  L.  BAKER,  Ensign  2d  U.  S.  infantry . 
Colonel  H.  Proctor. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  -major-general  Harrison  to  the  secretary  at 
soar,  dated  at  the  Miami  Rapids,  February  11,  1813. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  deposition  of  Medard 
Labadi- , who  was  at  the  liver  Raisin  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  re*’ 
maiiied  there  "11  the  Gih  instant.  His  account  of  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  action,  is  corroborated  by  several  others,  nor  Is  there  the 
least  reason  to  doubt  his  statement,  as  it  regards  the  horrible  fate 
of  our  wounded  men.  There  is  another  circumstance  which 
plainly  shews  that  the  British  have  no  intention  to  conduct  the 
war  (at  h ast  in  this  quarter)  upon  those  principles  which  have H 
been  held  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations.  On  the  30th  ultimo  I 
dispi  tch  d doctor  M‘ICeehan,  a surgeon ’s-mate  in  the  militia,  with 
a flag,  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  our  wounded.  He  w as  attended 
b,  o le  of  our  militia-men  and  a Frenchman.  On  the  night  after 
their  departure,  they  halted  near  this  place  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a f w hours’  sleep,  in  a vacant  cabin  upon  the  bank  of  the 
riv-T.  Th  canolein  which  they  travelled  was  left  at  the  door  with 
the  flag  set  up  in  it.  They  Were  discovered  by  a party  of  indians 
(accompanied,  it  is  said,  by  a British  officer)  and  attacked  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  deposition.  The  militia-man  was  killed 
and  scalped,  the  doctor  and  the  Frenchman  taken.  Doct  <r  MUve— 
ban  was  furnished  with  a letter  addressed  to  any  Bri'ish  officer 
wliom  he  might  meet,  describing  the  character  in  which  he  went, 


miles  from  the  river  Raisin. 

He  was  liberated  after  the  line  of  M at*h  was  formed  for  Maldea. 
The  next  morning  he  was  in  the  houses  where  thr  wounded  were. 
Tint  morning  about  fifty  indians  returned;  they  brought  whiskey 
with  them ; they  drank  some  and  gave  some  to  the  indians  there, 
and  between  9 and  10  o'clock,  A.  M,  commenced  killing  the 
wounded,  then  «•  t fire  to  the  bouses  the  wounded  were  in,  and 
consumed  them.  He  was  at  his  father’s,  on  this  side  of  the  Detroit 
river,  about  seven  days  after  the  action,  and  saw  across  the  river 
the  prisoners  marched  off  for  Niagara  from  Malden. 

Hesaith  that  he  saw  taken  by  his  house,  by  captain  Elliot,  and 
nine  Wyandot  indians,  two  men  that  he  understood  had  been  sent 
by  general  Harrison  with  a flag  to  rhe  British.  One  of  the  men 
(Mr.  Tessier)  lie  knew,  the  other  he  did  not  know,  hut  understood 
he  was  a doctor.  He  had  not  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
them,  but  understood  from  an  inhabitant,  to  whom  Mr.  Tessier 
communicated  it,  that  they  stopped  for  the  night  and  left  the  flag 
hoisted  on  the  car  ink  ; and  that  the  flag  was  taken  away  unknown 
to  them,  and  that  the  indians  fir  d on  them ; that  he,  Tessier,  told 
them  they  were  Frenchmen,  and  surrendered,  upon  which  the 
indians  ceased  firing  and  took  them.  They  then  mentioned  they 
were  sent  w ith  a flag.  The  indians  said  they  were  liars  and  took 
them  off. 

Mr.  Tessier  was  set  at  liberty  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  remained 
two  day  s expecting  the  doctor  to  return.;  at  the  end  of  which  time 
Tessi  r was  sent  for  by  the  British  and  taken  to  Malden.  He  under, 
stood  that  die  doctor  was  sent  off  immediately  to  Niagara;  the 
doctor  was  wounded  in  the  ancle.  He  understood  the  British 
charged  the  doctor  and  Tessier  with  being  spies.  And  f urther  he 
saitlt  not. 

(Signed)  MEDARD  LAB B \ DIE. 

Witness,  C.  Gratiot,  captain  of  engineers  and  interpreter. 

Sworn  to  before  me  tiles  ilthday  of  February,  1813.  Camp,  foot 
of  the  Miami  Rapids. 

(Signed)  C.  S.  TODD,  die.  judge  ad. 

A tr-ue -copy— R.  GRAHAM,  aid-de-camp . 

( To  be  concluded.) 


“The  friends  of  the  Navy.” 

It  is  not  among-  the  least  of  passing1  wonders, 
that  certain  men  calling  themselves  a “ peace  party” 
a U using  every  possible  means,  honorable  or  disho- 
n rable,  to  bring  defeat  and  disgrace  on  all  the  war- 
like operations  of  the  United  States,  should  claim  for 
themselves  the  whole  glory  of  the  mighty  deeds 
performed  by  our  little  navy,  and  give  to  the  heroes 
that  achieved  them  a political  designation  as  opposite 
to  their  own  conduct  as  the  antipodes.  It  is  of  no 
consequence  to  the  public  what  a man  has  been  ; it 
s sufficient  that  “he  is  honest,  that  he  is  capable, 
that  he  is  faithful  to  the  constitution.”  And  any  one 
may  hold  what  private  opinion  he  pleases,  on  reli- 


gion or  politics , without  cause  of  offence,  provided 

Whom  he  mignt  meet,  describing  the  character  in  wmen  ne  went,  y cl  , . . . , • . 

and  the  object  for  which  lie  was  sent,  an  open  letter  to  generalise  performs  WttSlt  IS  title  to  society  and  is  true  to  HIS 
Winchester,  and  written  instructions  to  himself,  all  of  which  he  (country.  The  liberal-minded  pay  little  regard  to 


was  directed  to  shew  to  the  first  officer  he  met  with.  He  was  also  tins' i man  It.  if-  the* 

supplied  with  one  hundred  dollars  to  procure  necessaries  for  the JUQSe  \nf  at  nous  or  a man.  Hut  tnc 
prisoners.”  \ language  ot  our  naval  heroes  exactly  coincides  with 

The  affidavit  of  Medard  Labbadie,  late  resident  near  the  river  their  actions , and  it  is  an  infamous  libel  upon  them 
Raisin,  in  the  Michigan  territory.  He  being  sworn,  saith,  he  was  m - - --  - - - 

his  house  when  he  heard  the  guns  at  the  commencement  ot  the 
action  at  the  river  Raisin,  or.  the  22d  January,  1813,  between  the 


to  suppose  that  they  would  sustain  with  their  lives 
the  principles  of  the  war,  if  the  wav,  were  “wicked 

American  forces  under  general  Winchester,  and  the  British  Cana-!  an(£  ? mjnst ” 

diau  and  iudian  forces,  said  to  be  canimanded  by  colonel  St.  George,  j J lu  * „ . . 

After  some  little  time,  he  heard  tliat  the  indians  were  killing  the  I It  ever  has  been  a favorite  idea  With  the  editor 
inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Americans,  upon  which  he  went  towards  j that  the  bodv  of  the  people  Composing  the  two  great 
the  scene  of  action,  in  order  to  save  his  family.  As  he  went  on,  he  p)*  t],*,  TTnilr-rl  St*itr«  w cninllv  i^lm,. 

was  with  one  other  inhabitant  taken  nrisoner  by  two  Wyandot  parties  Ot  tilt  United  states,  Wei  e equally  jeal,OU8 

of  the  honor  ot  their  country — and  if  what  faction * 
says  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  be  true,  as  that  they 


was  with  one  other  inhabitant  taken  prisoner  by  two  Wyandot 
indians,  and  carried  prisoner  to  the  indian  lines,  from  which  he 
eaw  great  part  of  the  action.  The  right  wing  of  the  Americans  had 
given  way  before  be  got  sight  of  the  action.  It  terminated  after  the 
sun  was  some  hours  high,  not  far  from  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  by  the 
surrender  ofth?  Americaa  forces  that  then  remained  on  the  ground. 


* Xot  “federalism” 
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are  “federalists, f”that  idea  is  charmingly  supported 
by  their  patriotic  exertions  to  vindicate  the  rights  We 
contend  for — epitomized  in  com.  Decatur's  famous 
toast  of  “tree  trade  and  no  impressment.” 

One  of  the  differences  of  opinion  in  the  two  poli- 
tical sections  of  the  people,  regarded  the  naval  es- 
blishment.  The  “federalists”  were  understood  as 
wishing  it  more  extensive  than. the  “republicans” 
believed  was  consistent  with  sound  policy.  It  is  not 
our  present  purpose  to  examine  the  causes  why  those 
opinions  were  formed;  we  only  notice  their  existence 
to  shew,  that  without  a political f idea  coming  into 
the  consideration,  the  officers  of  the  navy  naturally 
cleaved  to  that  interest  they  believed  most  likely  to 
subserve  their  own  ; for  it  is  as  reasonable  that  a 
navy  officer  should  approbate  an  increase  of  the  na- 
vy establishment,  us  for  a merchant  or  a mechanic 
to  desire  an  extension  of  his  business  ; and  without 
it,  he  musthave-expected  to  remain  nearly  stationa- 
ry, a condition  most  unsuitable  to  a generous  spirit. 
They,  therefore,  in  this  respect , must  needs  have  been 
“federalists.”  But  there  is  something  else  that  m*y 
liave  influenced  them. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  soon  af- 
ter he  came  into  the  presidency,  sold,  by  public 
auction,  many  of  the  United  States’  vessels.  This 
act  must  have  checked  the  noble  aspirings  of  many 
youthful  officers;  thirsting  for  promotion.  The) 
felt  the  effect  as  coming  from  the  “republicans;”  and' 
it  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  transfer  resent- 
ment from  law  itself  to  the  execution  of  it.  Be- 
sides, faction  lias  so  often  presented  the  sale  of  those 
vessels  as  the  act  of  the  “republicans,”  and  given  it 
in  evidence  of  their  hostility  to  the  navy,  so  many 
millions  of  times,  with  a hardihood  in  falshood  un- 
precedented, that  thousands  believe' the  act  for  this 
sale  was  passed  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  political  friends — 
though  the  statute  books  record  it  as  the  deed  of  a 
“federal”  congress,  approved  by  a “federal”  presi- 
dent, Mr.  John  Adams.  And  the  law  was  a good 
one.  The  vessels  directed  to  be  sold  Were  purchas- 
ed for  a temporary  purpose  ; and  that  purpose  being- 
answered,  they  were  directed  to  be  sold — for  the 
very  excellent  reason,  that  they  would  require  great 
repairs  ; and,  when  repaired,  would  never  be  worth 
much  as  ships  of  -war,  having  been  common  mer- 
chantmen. 

Like  causes  produce  like  effects.  Who  gave  to 
Lawrence , to  Jones  and  to  Burrows,  and  even  to 
Midi  and  to  Bainbridgc,  the  opportunity  to  earn  a 
name,  and  immortalize  themselves  ? Who  afforded 
to  Chauncey  the  high  renown  of  putting  a superior 
British  fleet,  (commanded  by  one  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced officers  of  their  navy)  to  frequent  flight, 
and  blocking  it  up  ? Or,  furnished  Ihe  means  by 
which  heroic  Perry  had  the  great  glory  of  cap- 
turing the  first  fleet  the  British  ever  lost  ? Dodgers 
and  Decatur  had  already  established  a character ; 
but  the  rest  had  not  had  the  chance  to  signalize 

j-  The  officers  of  the  navy  are  Americans.  I do 
not  admit  that  they  are,  or  haye  been,  “federalists;” 
nor  do  I claim  them  or  any  of  them,  as  “republi- 
cans ;”  but  shall  reason  on  the  matter  as  though  they 
were  of  the  former ; which  the  reader  will  please 
to  observe  I consider  as  “essentially”  different  from 
those  I call  “factianists  ” This  distinction  may  be 
more  clearly  shewn  by  noting  the  remark,  which 
the  candid  politician  of  all  parties  will  agree  is  cor- 
rect—-that  “every  Englishman  is  a federalist;  but 
all  federalists  are  not  Englishmen” — meaning  those 
Englishmen  who  reside  in  or  frequent  our  sea.ports, 
and  applying  the  observation  to  principles  ay  well  as  l 
men. 

As  applied  to  the  parties.  1 


themselves,  and  must  have  remained  in  comparative 
obscurity  but  for  the  “events  of  the  war.”'  Honor 
and  interest,  then,  as  well  as  patriotism,  direct  the 
officers  to  support  the  government  in  the  noble  stand 
it  has  taken  ; and  when  the  new  frigates  and  sloops 
are  afloat,  we  shall  have  a repetition  of  gallant  feats 
performed  by  men'  now  known  to  the  people  only  by 
the  roll  of  officers  attached  to. the  navy  department. 
They  have  been  patronized  by  the  executive  to  the 
extent  of  their  hopes,  and  their  labors  are  richly 
rewarded  in  the  gratitude  of  an  admiring  country  . 
Can  they  be  opposed  to  a war  in  which  they  fight  so 
eagerly  l Would  they  put  down  an  administration 
that  has  so  sincerely  cherished  them  ? We  cannot 
believe  either,  unless  we  charge  them  with  hypo- 
crisy and  ingratitude  combined.  This,  at  least,  is 
very  certain,  that  they  do  not  consider  the  war  as 
“unjust  or  unnecessary  " nor  do  they  think  it  wrong 
to  wui  a battle,  though  faction , through  the  senate  of 
Massachusetts,  has  declared  that  a “moral  and  reli- 
gious people"  shall  net  rejoice  at  it ! — It  is  also  posi- 
tive that  they  are  not  of  the  ’‘peace-party.”  They 
arc  not  bound  to  the  service — they  entered  it  volun- 
tarily, and  may  retire  when  they  please.  But,  it 
may  be,  said,  it  is  their  profession  ; the  means  bv 
which  they  obtain  a livelihood.  Very  well — hut  'if 
money  has  been  furnished  to  prevent  the  general 
marchihg  of  a certain  militia  to  the  lines  at  this  im- 
portant period  (and  it  is  confidently  stated  that 
great  sums  were  in  readiness  to  pay  the  fines  of  any 
that  refused)  can  we  believe  that  ways  and  means 
would  be  wanting  to  provide  for  officers  of  the  navy- 
thinking  it  wrong  to  contend with  the  “ bulwark  if 
the  religion  we  profess,”  who  should  resign  in  disgust 
with  “the  wicked  authors  of  this  wicked  war?"  Cer- 
tainly not.  Such  resignations  would  be  trumpeted 
forth  and  supported  by  the  whole  power  of  faction 
and  England , iw  the  thousand  wonderful  ways  that 
the  distributor^  of  the  secret  service  money  know  of.§ 
But  the  very  heart  and  soul  of  our  seamen  is  en- 
gaged in  this  war.  The  most  of  them  had  some  vow 
of  vengeance  unfulfilled ; for  most  of  them  had 
suffered  by  the  insolence  or  tyranny  of  their  present 
open  enemy.  They  are  all  volunteers,  officers  and 
men — they  go  to  battle  of  their  own  free  will ; and 
lie  is  a base  scoundrel  that  does  of  his  free  will  what 
his  conscience  tells  him  is  wrong,  Who  shall  say 
that  this  is  the  character  of  our  tars  ? 

We  might  pursue  this  subject  and  from  general 
remarks  descend  to  individual  cases,  to  expose  the 
canting  hypocrisy  of  these  pretended  “friends  of 
the  navy  a set  of  strange  and  inconsistent  beings 
tossed  about  bv  their  passions, and  continually  involv- 
ing themselves  in  soffie  ridiculous  absurdity.  We 
shall  merely  and  briefly  notice — that  these  “ friends 
of  the  navy”  hate,  most  wickedly  hate,  com.  Dodg- 
ers because  he  refused  to  strike  his  flag  to  the  drunk- 
en captain  of  “ the  king’s”  sloop  the  Little  Belt 
and  because  he  said  that  nearly  one  half  of  the  crew 
of  the  President  frigate  had,  at  one  tjme  or  other, 
been  impressed  by  the  British.  These  “ friends  of 
the  navy”  hold  up  com.  Decatur  to  ridicule,  by 
using  his  famous  toast,  (a  sentiment  that  will  be 
supported  while  the  pine  tree  grows  to  bear  our  en- 
sign) of  “ Free  trade  and  no  impressment ,”  as  a mot- 
to to  announce  the  arrival  of  waggons,  whether  from 
the  interior  as  heretofore,  or  to  places  where  the 
intercourse  was  chiefly  by  water.  A “friend  of  the 
navy,”  imported  from  Ireland,  I believe  was  the  fa- 
ther of  this  witty  application.  It  may  perhaps  be 

j § The  “friends  of  the  navy,"  by  all  sorts  of  stories, 
incessantly  labor  to  provoke  a misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  executive  and  the  officers  of  the  navy  ; 

( which  vve  consider  as  a part  of  the  seryity. 
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Well  enough  for  him  to  support  the  can  e of  his  ever,  the  coasting1  business  excepted.  If  an  end  to 
master |J  by  underrating  the  great  principles  f >r  jtlie.se  had  been  demanded  instead  of  ncgociat&d  for, 
"wmeh  both  the  army  and  navy  contend  ; but  flint 'all  !iad  been  well,  and  the  present  war  avoided, 
natives  should  so  eagerly  copy  the  libel  on  the  gal-  How  powerfully  do  these  remarks  impress  upon 
fant  Decatur,  has  surprised  me  much.  The  brave  | us  the  force  of  Franklin's  celebrated  saying,  “ that  he 
JBainbridge  has  come  m for  his  share  of  abuse — he  j who  gives  up  essential  liberty  to  purchase  a temporary 
offended  the  “ friends  of  the  navy”  by  saying  in  an ! safety,  deserves  neither  liberty  nor  safety  /”  *But  the 
official  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  “ that  he  j spirit  of  trade — a spirit  that  has  no  country  and  re- 
Zt  id  determined  to  maintain  our  belligerent  rights,  for'  gards  no  rights,  crept  in,  and  led  us  on  step  by  step 
that  as  neutrals  no  rights  had  been  left  vs”  This  j to  the  last  stage  of  debasement — to  the  very  thresh- 
Was  rank  “jacobinism;”  it  denied  die  “magnanimity”!  hold  of  the  dungeon  that  tyranny  had  digged  to  im- 
of  G.  Britain,  and  has  subjected  him  to  many  mean,  mure  our  independence.  Here  to  resist,  or  give  up 
but  untangible  insinuations.  As  to  Channcey , he  all  hope  of  relief,  were  the  only  alternatives  pre- 


ruined himself  with  these  “friends  of  the  navy”  by 
pulling  the  fact  upon  official  lecord,  that  a human 
scalp  was  found  in  the  legislative  hall  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, suspended  near  the  mace.  This  was  a dread- 
ful stroke  upon  the  “bulwark  of  our  religion”  and 
all  the  English  ha  e him  of  course.  They  have  great- 
ly libelled  him  latterly  ; they  had  not  die  hardihood 
to  say  that  he  .was  a coward,  but  they  have  constant- 
ly insinuated  that  he  was  afraid  to  meet  the  “ gallant. 
Yeo.”  As  to  Perry,  at  the  instant  he  gained  the  vic- 
tory on  Erie,  the  faction  claimed  him  as  a “federal- 
ist.” Stunned  by  the  splendor  of  the  deed,  its  con- 
sequences were  not  discerned,  and  even  the  folks  at 
Boston  voted  him  a sword,  for  his  valor  in  conduct- 
ing the  “wicked  war  upon  the  innocent  Canadians.” 
But,  now  it  appears,  that  that  victory  opened  “the 
W iy  to  enter  the  heart  of  the  country,”  and  backing 
they  call  The  splendid,  illumination  at  Charles- 
ton a “mania”  And  thus  they  go  on  through  the 
whole  list  to  shew  themselves  eriends  or  thb  stavt. 


War  Prospects. 

Being,  in  sincerity  and  truth,  a friend  of  peace  with 
All  nations,  the  editor  heartily  congratulates  his 
readers  on  the  prospect  of  speedily  obtaining  it, 

through  the  united  exertions  of  the  people  to  pro-  expected  of  them,  has,  no  doubt,  had  great  in- 
secute  the  war,  and  give  it  termination  on  honorable  ! fluence  with  many.  It  is  a happy  combination  ofeir- 


sented  Happily,  \ye  chose  the  former;  and  we  ven- 
ture to  predict  (from  the  facts  that  every  moment  ac- 
cumulate to  strengthen  the  opinion,  in  the  opening 
resources  of  our  country)  that  he  who  lives  to  see 
the  end  of  this  war,  (and  we  believe  it  will  not  last 
long)  will  see  the  United  States  in  a condition  of 
prosperity  and  happiness  that  the  most  visionary 
theorist  in  government  ever  supposed  was  attaina- 
ble. Among  oursehes — in  the  production  of  the  raw 
material  in  some  places  and  its  manufacture  in 
others,  will  spring  up  a home  trade  that  shall  bind 
the  states  to  each  other,  and  slay  1 lie  many-headed 
monster  that  has  distracted  the  people,  and  divided 
them  into  parties  almost  as  hostile  as  two  nations  at 
war ; to  the  great  dereliction  of  principle,  with  a 
denial  of  the  enjoyments  of  social  intercourse,  and 
that  confidence  and  good  will  that  should  exist  in 
one  people. 

i know  my  disposition  is  sanguine;  but  I appre- 
hend the  time  is  at  hand,  when*  the  party  designa- 
tions of  “republicans”  and  “federalists”  will  fall 
into  disuse,  and  the  people  have  one  proud  American 
feeling.  “A  consummation  devoutly  to  he  wished.” 

Too  great  a portion  of  every  community  measures 
the  merits  of  a cause  by  the  success  that  attends  it. 
And  the  late  successes,  of  the  army  and  navy,  with 
the  hope  of  a speedy  ‘accomplishment  of  all  we 


terms.  The  resistance  of  the  inadmissible  preten- 
sions of  the  enemy  daily  becomes  more  popular,  as 
is  proved  by  the  recent  elections,  and  the  increased 
facility  with  which  the  government  obtains  men  and 
money. 

There  are  no  rules  of  policy  or  expediency  that 
should  lead  a good  citizen,  or  wise  administration, 
into  a quarrel ; nor  ought  temporary  convenience  to 
permit  the  abandonment  of  a principle  on  which 
depends  the  future  safety  of  individuals  or  states. 
A stand  taken  at  the  onset  of  injustice,  very  often 
interrupts  its  progress,  and  brings  the  matter  back 
to  its  original  condition.  The  love  of  peace  may  as 
easily  grow  into  a fault  as  the  spirit  of  war ; yet 
the  former  is  an  amiable  weakness,  that  like  charity 
has  its  apology  with  it,  and  covers  a multitude  of| 
errors 


cumstances  when  those  who  deserve  success  com* 
tnand  it. 

As  we  never  despaired  of  the  republic,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  rejoice  in  the  prospects  of  the  times; 
leading  to  all  we  ever  desired,  in  an  honest  and 
honorable  peace  with  Great  Britain.  If  we  had  been 
united,  the  war  never  had  been;  if  we  are  united, 
it  will  soon  end. 


North  Western  Indians. 


By  the  despatches  from  generals  Harrison  and 
M' Arthur,  and  the  natural  sequence  of  events  on 
the  north  western  frontier,  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  war  of  the  allies  is  finished  ; the  ex- 
istence of  the  lndiansjin  the  most  significant  meaning 
But  the  first,  unfairly  encouraged  by  an  | of  the  word,  depending  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Uni- 
unholy desire  for  trade,  was  the  great  cause  of  the  I ted  States.  Justice  would  say  to  the  deluded  crea- 


present  war.  When  th e first  American  was  impres 
sed,  if  by  a special  mission  to  the  court  of  St.  James' 
we  had  demanded  his  release,  giving  to  the  case  all 
the  consequence  that  the  principle  involved  entitled 
it  to,  it  now  seems  the  unanimous  opinion  that  that 
horrible  practice  (in  every  essential  quality  the  same 
as  Algerine  slavery)  would  not  have  been  persevered 
in.  And  so  with  the  orders  in  council,  which  assumed 
the  right  to  regulate  our  trade  in  all  cases  whatso- 


II  “ Once  British  always  British”—  the  general 
sentiment  of  these  “friends  of  the  navy'* 

UTlie  Boston  “friends  of  the  navy” — papers,  are 
filled  with  apologies  for  the  vote  of  a sword  to  com. 
” r* 


tures,  you  have  murdered  in  the  summer,  starve  in  the 
winter.  You  have  submitted  only  through  necessity. 
With  the  fall  of  your  friends , have  perished  your 
resources  for  food  and  clothing- — had  they  been  for- 
tunate, ?/<m  would  yet  have  scalped.  Away  ! — as  “yon 
have  made  your  bed  so  you  must  lie.”  We  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  you ; we  cannot  depend  upon 
you  ; you  have  planned  your  own  annihilation — look, 
to  yourselves,  and  so  be  it.”  This  is  the  language 
of  a just  resentment  ; and,  on  the  instant,  we  felt 
willing  they  should  be  refused  that  protection  their 
ivants  compelled  them  to  ask  ; but  charity  interpos- 
ed, and  demanded  that  the  race  should  be  spared, 
if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  remain  a monument 
of  the  humanity  of  the  republic,  whose  policy  and 
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principle  it  is  to  spare  the  vanquished,  whether 
white  or  red  savages. 

In  seaman’s  phrase,  these  poor  people  are  com- 
pletely “on  their  beam  ends.”  The  savage,  at  best, 
but  scantily  provides  for  his  winter’s  subsistence — 
but  these  have  been  so  fully  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Christian  Englishmen , that  time  and 
opportunity  was  not  allowed  them  to  make  pre- 
paration for  the  season  that  approaches;  and  they 
must  be  fed  and  clothed  by  the  United  States,  or 
perish. 

As  it  possible,  they  never  again  will  have  the 
means  of  committing  such  murders  and  assassina- 
tions as  England  dictated  to  them,  occasionally, 
from  the  year  1776  to  this  time — as  their  fidelity 
may  be  secured  by  the  hostages  they  must  give  as 
well  as  by  their  dependent  condition,  and  as  they 
may  be  useful  to  alarm  the  enemy  with  those  hor- 
fors  he  actually  inflicted  upon  us,  philanthropy,  as 
well  as  policy,  approves  the  measures  that  general 
J\P Arthur  has  pursued. 

If  the  success  attends  our  arms  that  present  pros- 
pects lead  us  to  calculate  upon,  a. very  considera- 
ble number  of  them  may  be  brought  down  the  lakes 
to  assist  in  the  operations  against  Lower  Canada, 
and  the  provinces  of  Nova- Scotia  and  New -Bruns- 
wick, during  the  winter.  Not  that  they  should  be 
let  loose  to  kill  and  destroy;  but,  under  proper  re- 
gulations, assist  the  regular  forces  in  hurras  sing  the 
enemy  to  a successful  termination  of  the  contest  in 
arms,  as  to  land  operations.  If  the  conquest  of  Que- 
bec and  Halifax  should  not  be  resolved  upon,  or 
cannot  be  accomplished,  these  indians  will  be  of 
great  use  in  rendering  the  possession  of  no  value  to 
the  enemy,  an  object  of  considerable  importance  ; 
and  they  will  do  this  immediately.  Besides,  as  we 
are  fully  satisfied  that  they  can  be  restrained,  their 
employment  will  be  worth  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance, by  the  seal  that  their  conduct  shall  give  to 
•the  barbarity  of  Englishmen.  It  will  be  extremely 
useful  to  establish,  by  practice,  the  falsity  of  the 
enemy’s  plea  respecting  this  people ; that  the  pre- 
sent generation — as  well  as  posterity,  may  duly 
esteem  the  character  of  the  enemy,  whose  powerful 
influence  in  the  United  States  we  desire  may  he 
destroyed  ; for  it  is  fatal  to  happiness  and  the  cause 
of  continual  feuds. 

“They  have  agreed  (says  J\V  Arthur J to  take  hold 
of  the  same  tomahawk  with  us  ; and  strike  all  who 
are  or  may  be  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
British  or  indians.”  [How  like  British  faith  is  this 
agreement,  by  turns  fighting  against  or  making 
peace  with  any  people  or  any  power,  “ legitimate ” or 
illegitimate,  that  may  serve  the  purposes  of  the  mo- 
ment ! — ] And  with  such  guarantees  for  their  good 
behavior  as  our  good  fortune  and  their  necessities 
have  put  into  our  hands,  we  again  say,  let  them  be 
spared;  and  employed  against  those  who  put  the 
tomahawk  into  their  hands,  provided  they  use  it 
only  to  defeat  men  in  arms.  If  otherwise,  they  will 
be  punished  and  discharged,  for  our  own  honor ; 
though  the  British  and  “ innocent  Canadians'*  would 
hardly  dare  to  complain  if  they  scalped  their  women 
»nd  children. 


MX tt$  0f  tfyt 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Ahxy  addresses,  The  following  excellent  re- 
marks are  from  the  Kentucky  Gazette  : 

“ It  has  lately  become  very  fashionable  in  the 
American  army,  for  the  officers  every  now  and  then 
to  meet  together  and  address  some  fulsome  praise 
to  the  world  concerning  the  commanding  general. 


■ I he  impropriety  of  this  conduct  must  be  evident  to 
I every  military  man. 

A subaltern  officer  is  prohibited  bv  military  law 
from  censuring  his  superior.  If  then  he  cannot  ex- 
press his  opinions  freely  so  as  to  censure  on  suitable 
occasions  how  is  he  competent  to  eulogize  his 
commanding  officer  r 

Suppose  an  officer  refuses  to  sign  one  of  these 
addresses — if  the  general  be  ambitious  (as  is  fre- 
quently the  case)  he  may  report  the  non-subscribing 
officer  to  the  secretary  of  war,  as  unfit  for  a military 
situation  and  have  him  stricken  from  the  rolls. 

It  is  said  that  sir  James  Craig,  whilst  governor- 
general  of  Canada,  issued  an  order  to  the  army,  that 
inasmuch, as  no  subaltern  officer  has  a right  to  criticise 
on  the  conduct  of  his  superiors , neither  should  he  be 
permitted  to  compliment  /dm  by  public  addresses.  This 
afterwards  became  a standing  order  in  the  whole 
British  army. 

Let  the  American  government  take  advantage  of 
the  practice  of  other  nations.” 

CocKiicjt^’s  expedition.  The  following  are  ex- 
tracts from  the  journal  kept  on  board  his  late  B.  M. 
schooner  High -Flyer,  captured  by  com.  Badgers, 
furnished  for  publication  to  the  editor  of  the  Provi- 
dence Patriot,  by  an  officer  of  the  frigate  President. 
CCj'fhe  High-Flyer  was  one  of  the  “light  squadron” 
mentioned  by  Cockburn  in  his  despatch  to  admiral 
Warren,  see  page  1 10. 

“ Wednesday,  April  28th — Moderate  breezes  and 
fine  weather — at  day  light  up  anchor  and  anchored 
off  Spesutia  Island — r.  m.  fine  weather — at  5 weighed 
and  took  the  boats  of  the  squadron  in  tow,  with  an 
expedition  to  attack  Frenchtown , situated  on  the  Elk 
river — at  12  anchored. 

1 h urs day,  April  29th — Light  winds  and  fine — at  1 
the  expedition  shoved  oft’,  weighed  and  followed  up 
—at  3 got  on  shore,  X'an  our  anchor  out  and  hauled 
her  off— employed  working  up  the  river  to  cover  the 
boats  at  8 anchored  as  near  the  town  as  the  depth 
of  water  would  permit — at  1 p.  m.  the  expedition  re- 
turned after  having  effected  its  purpose : carried  a 
5 gun  battery  and  destroyed  the  town — weighed 
and  stood  down  the  river — at  4 anchored  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river ; landed  the  marines,  and  got  a 
stock  of  bullocks  off. 

Friday,  April  30th — moderate  and  fair  weather — 
at  daylight  weighed  and  stood  down  to  Spesutia 
Island— employed  during  the  day  taking  bidlocks 
down  to  the  JMaidstone  (frigate.) 

Saturday,  May  1st — Moderate  and  fine  weather — 
employed  in  carrying  bidlocks  down  to  the  JHaidstone 
— p.  m.  fine  weather,  employed  as  above. 

Monday,  May  3d — Weighed  and  stood  into  Havre 
de  Grace , a town  in  the  mouth  of  Susquehannah  ri- 
ver, to  support  the  boats  destined  on  the  attack,  un- 
der rear  admiral  Cockburn — at  4 anchored  as  near 
the  town  as  depth  of  water  would  allow — at  day  light 
the  boats  carried  the  fort  of  4 guns  and  town  under 
a heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musquetry : burnt  the 
town,  and  proceeded  to  destroy  a cannon  foundery  on 
the  adjacent  coast,  which  was  attended  with  every 
success  : 50  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  foundery  to- 
tally" destroyed— at  sunset  boats  returned  ‘with  a 
GOOD  SHARE  OF  PLUNDEli — midnight  fresh 
breezes  and  rainy  weather. 

Wednesday,  5th  May — Moderate  breezes  and  fine 
weather ; employed  drying  the  sails  and  cleaning 
the  vessel — at  sunset  weighed  and  stood  up  the  Sas- 
safras river,  to  protect  tiie  boats  on  the  attack  of 
Georgetown  and  Fredericktown — midnight  got  on 
shore,  and  was  not  able  to  effect  getting  her  off’  un- 
til next  tide. 

Thursday,  6th  May— Light  winds  and  fine  weather 
—at  4 the  expedition  assembled  alongside,  and  then 
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shoved  off  for  the  attack  of  Frederick  and  Georg  e- 
towns—  9 got  the  vessel  afloat  and  ran  up  the  river 
as  far  as  possible — r.  m.  fine  weather — at  2 the  boats 
returned,  after  a total  destruction  of  thk  two 
towns — Weighed  and  made  sail  out  of  the  river; 
Dolphin  and/Lynx  in  company — at  5 anchored  along- 
side the  Maidstone.” 

It  is  staled  that  Samuel  York,  taken  in  arms  a- 
gainst  his  cfiuntry  on  board  the  British  privateer  Li 
verpool  Packet,  has  been  tried  and  cleared  in  Exe- 
ter, N.  II. 

The  “Maryland  Republican,”  printed  at  Annapa- 
lis,  gives  the  names  of  eighteen  citizens  of  this  slate, 
who  having  been  enslaved  by  the  European  .Alge- 
rines t had  been  released, and  are  detained  as  prisoners 
on  board  a single  prison-ship,  the  St.  Antonia  !— 
“The  shield  or  afflicted  humanity.” 

We  are  told  (says  the  Albany  Argus  J that  the 
British  are  equipping  a ship  of  war  of  144  guns. 
What  is  that  for,  seeing  that  they  have  not  sailors 
to  man  the  vessels  they  already  have  ? VV  e know  of 
no  other  object  than  that  ot  challenging  commo- 
dore Rodgers,  in  the  President  frigate,  to  single 
combat. 

It  is  said,  that  several  curious  persons  intruded 
themselves  upon  the  army  commanded  by  Hampton, 
merely  to  know  its  force  and  destination,  which  had 
been  kept  so  secret.  The  general,  to  gratify  this 
thirst  for  information,  freely  told  them  they  should 
go  along  with  him  a;ul  see  every  thing  ; anu  so  de- 
tained them. 

Commodore  Rodgers  (says  a Providence  paper) 
haunts  the  imaginations  of  the  British  officers. 
When  the  commander  of  the  High  Flyer  received 
his  lust  instructidns  previous  to  his  capture,  com. 
Oliver  said  to  him — “take  care  you  are  not  outwit- 
ted by  the  d d yankees  ! and  especially  be  care- 

ful of  that  commodore  Rodgers,  if  lie  comes  across 
you,  he  will  hoist  you  upon  his  jib-boom,  and  carry 
you  into  Boston  !” 

The  First  Baltimore  Volunteers,  who  lately  return- 
ed from  Canada  with  the  thanks  of  their  country, 
for  a faithful  duty  of  12  months  duration,  have  reor- 
ganized themselves,  and  are  attached  to  one  of  the 
militia  regiments  for  the  defence  of  their  City.  The 
greater  part  of  these  men  are  industrious  mechanics;  | 
and,  we  trust,they  will  be  sought  out  and  encouraged! 
by  a discerning  public,  as  their  avocations  may  be  j 
required.  Mr.  Thomas  Warner , originally  ensign  of  | 
this  company,  has  been  appointed  captain. 

Han'ison’s  victory  has  been  celebrated  at  Wash-  j 
ington,  Alexandria , Wilmington  (Del.)  Philadelphia , | 
and  J\rew-York  by  brilliant  illuminations.  In  the. 
two  latter,  by  recommendation  of  the  constituted 
authorities. 

Lieutenant  Hutchinson,  who  was  taken  in  the 
High  Flyer,  bv  com.  Rodgers,  is  one  of  the  wretches 
who  rifled  that  gallant  hero’s  house  at  Havre  de 
Grace ; and  lias  now  in  his  possession  a sword  which 
he  stole  from  him.  This  sword  has  been  recognized 
by  com.  Rodgers,  as  well  as  by  his  steward.  Vet  this 
lieutenant  lias  been  parolled,  and  is  now  at  liberty  at 
Providence.  J\'at.  Adv. 

MILITARY. 

We  are  mufch  in  the  dark  as  to  the  movements  on 
the  northern  frontier.  It  is  stated  that  on  the  9th 
inst.  all  the  heavy  ordnance  and  baggage  was  em- 
barked in  boats  and  scows  at  Sucketts  Harbor , for  a 
secret  expedition. 

There  was  a considerable  fall  of  snow  at  Sacketts 
Harbor  on  the  10th, 

Brigadier-general  Izard  has  joined  the  army  under 
general  Hampton. 

The  army  that  entered  the  Creek  country  from 
Georgia,  was  near  fort  Hawkins  about  the  20th  of 


September.  It  consisted  of  two  regiments  of  infantry 
(United  States*  quota,)  one  batallion  volunteer  in- 
fantry, one  company  regular  troops  and  six  troops 
cavalry, — the  regiments  are  commanded  by  colonel 
Jenkins  of  Greene  county,  and  colonel  Harris  of 
CLrke — the  whole  consisting  of  3,400  men. 

A letter  from  the  Choctaw  agency,  dated  Septem- 
ber 19,  says — “ The  Choctaw  nation  are  warmly  at- 
tached to  us,  and  have  declared  war  against  the 
Creeks.” 

I is  also  stated  that  the  Cherokees  have  embodied 
700  of  their  warriors,  who  are  fully  equipped,  to 
act  with  us.  A considerable  number  of  hardy  vo- 
lunteers from  Tennessee  were  on  the  Creek  lands  by 
the  23di  ult.  and  it  was  thought  they  would  amount 
to  5000  men  by  the  1st  inst.  The  fate  of  the  mur- 
derers is  sealed  , and  their  extermination  will  af- 
ford another  proof  of  the  folly  of  listening  to  merci- 
less and  unfeeling  Englishmen. 

That  admirable  partizan  officer,  colonel  (late  ma- 
jor) Chapin,  of  New-York,  with  a body  of  volun- 
teers and  Indians,  had  a pretty  severe  brush  Avith 
the  British  picquets  near  fort  George , on  the  6th 
inst.  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  in  with  loss. 

HAllRlSON’s  VICTORY. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  gen.  Harrison  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War - 

Head-quarters,  Sandwich.  U.  C.  30th  Sept.  1813. 

Sin — Gen.  Proctor  lias  with  him  475  regulars  of 
the  41st  and  Newfoundland  regiments;  60  of  the 
10th  regt.  of  veterans  ; 45  dragoons  ; .and  from  600 
to  1000  Indians.  Some  deserters  who  left  him  the 
night  before  last,  give  the  latter  as  the  number. — 
The  citizens  of  Detroit  suppose  the  former  to  be 
correct. 

The  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  have  withdrawn  from 
the  British,  and  have  sent  in  three  of  their  warriors 
to  beg  for  peace,  promising  to  agree  to  any  terms 
that  I shall  prescribe.  I ha\7e  agreed  to  receive 
them  upon  condition  of  their  giving  hostages  for 
tlieir  fidelity,  and  immediately  joining  us  with  all 
their  warriors.  The  Wyandots,  Miamies,  and  the 
band  of  Delawares,  which  had  joined  the  enemy, 
are  also  desirous  to  lie  received  upon  the  same  terms. 

The  celebrated  chief  Mam  Pock  is  at  the  head  of 
the  hostile  band  on  the  Detroit  side  of  the  Streight. 
Tecumseh  heads  that  which  remains  Avith  the  Bri- 
tish. The  inhabitants  of  Detroit  who  were  in  daily 
communication  with  them,  make  the  former  from 
1000  to  1200.  Their  object  in  dividing  their  force 
was  to  make  a night  attack  upon  the  part  of  the 
army  which  crossed  over  to  Detroit,  or  that  which 
remained  on  this  side,  by  a junction  of  tlieir  force 
some  miles  above. 

A detachment  of  the  army,  and  some  of  the  ves- 
sels of  war,  will  set  out  for  the  reduction  of  Macki- 
nac and  St.  Joseph’s,  in  a few  days. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

1VM.  II.  HARRISON. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Sec’ry  of  War. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  gen.  At1  Arthur  to  the  Secret 
tary  of  War. 

Detroit,  Oct  6,  1813. 

You  have  no  doubt  been  advised  by  the  command- 
ing general,  that  Malden  and  this  place  were  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy  previous  to  the  arrival  of  our 
army,  and  that  all  the  public  buildings,  &c.  AVere 
destroyed.  On  our  arrival  at  Sandwich,  my  brigade 
was  ordered  across  the  river  to  disperse  some  Indians, 
Avlio  Avere  pillaging  the  town,  and  to  take  possession 
of  this  place.  Information  Avas  received  that  seve- 
ral thousand  Indians  had  retired  a small  distance 
into  the  woods,  with  intructions  to  attack  gen.  Har- 
rison’s army  on  its  passage,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
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tarding  its  progress,  consequently  my  brigade  was 
left  to  garrison  this  place. 

Since  gen.  Harrison’s  departure,  five  nations  of 
Indians,  viz.  the  Ottoways,  Chippewa  vs,  Pottewat- 
temies,  Miamies  and  Kickapoos,  who  were  but  a 
few  miles  back,  have  come  in  for  peace,  and  1 have 
agreed  that  hostilities  should  cease  for  the  present 
on  the  following  conditions  : “They  have  agreed  to 
take  hold  of  the  same  tomahawk  with  us,  and  to 
strike  all  who  are,  or  may  be  enemies  to  the  United 
States,  whether  British  or  Indians.”  They  are  to 
bring  in  a number  of  their  women  and  children,  and 
leave  them  as  hostages  whilst  they  accompany  us  to 
war.  Some  of  them  have  already  brought  in  their 
women,  and  are  drawing  rations. 

I have  just  received  a note  from  gen.  Harrison,  ad- 
vising that  he  had  last  evening  overtaken  gen.  Proc- 
tor’s force,  and  had  gained  a complete  victory  ; that 
all  the  principal  officers,  gen.  Proctor  excepted,  were 
in  his  possession,  which  no  doubt  ends  the  war  in 
tills  quarter.  I have  the  honor,  &c. 
j DUNCAN  MCARTHUR. 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army 
Copy  of~a  letter  from  gen.  Harrison,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War. 

Head-quarters,  near  Moravian  Town,  on  the  River 
Thames,  80  miles  from  Detroit,  5th  October,  1813, 
Sm — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  the  army  under  my  com- 
mand has  this  evening  obtained  a complete  victory 
over  the  combined  Indian  and  British  forces  under 
the  command  of  general  Proctor.  I believe  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  regulars  are  taken 
or  killed.  Amongst  the  former  are  all  the  superior 
officers  excepting  gen.  Proctor.  My  mounted  men 
are  now  in  pursuit  of  him.  Our  loss  is  very  trifling. 


army  reached  the  river,  which  is  twenty-five  miles 
from  Sandwich  and  is  one  of  4 streams  crowing  out 
route,  over  all  of  which  are  bridges,  and  being  deep 
and  muddy,  are  unfordable  for  a consider.' hie  dis- 
tance into  the  country — the  bridge  here  whs  found 
entire,  and  in  the  morning  I proceeded  with  John- 
son’s regiment  to  save,  if  possible,  the  others.  At 
the  second  bridge  over  a branch  of  the  river  Thames?, 
we  were  fortunate  enough  to  capture  a lieutenant  of 
dragoons  and  eleven  privates,  who  had  been  sent  by 
gen.  Proctor  to  destroy  them.  From  the  prisoners  I 
learned  that  the  third  bridge  was  broken  up  and  that 
the  enemy  had  no  certain  information  of  our  ad- 
vance. The  bridge  having  been  imperfectly  destroy- 
ed, was  soon  repaired  and  the  army  encamped  at 
Drake’s  farm,  four  miles  below  Balson’s. 

The  river  Thames,  along  the  banks  of  which  our- 
route  lay,  is  a fine  deep  stream,  navigable  for  ves- 
sels of  considerable  burthen,  after  the  passage  o£ 
the  bar  at  its  mouth  over  which,  there  is  six  and  a 
half  feet  water. 

The  baggage  of  the  army  was  brought  from  De- 
troit in  boats  protected  by  three  gun-boats,  which, 
com.  Perry  had  furnished  for  the  purpose,  as  well  as 
to  cover  the  passage  of  the  army  over  the  Thames 
itself,  or  the  mouths  of  its  tributary  sreams  ; the 
banks  being  low  and  the  country  generally  open 
(prairies)  as  high  as  Dalson’s,  these  vessels  were 
well  calculated  for  that  purpose.  Above  Dalson’s 
however,  the  character  of  the  river  and  adjacent 

country  is  considerably  changed. The  former, 

though  still  deep,  is  very  narrow  and  its  banks  high 
and  woody.  The  commodore  and  myself  therefore 
agreed  upon  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  boats  un- 
der a guard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  and  I 
determined  to  trust  to  fortune  and  the  bravery  of 


The  brave  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  is  the  only  officer  j my  tro0pS  to  effect  the  passage  of  the  river.  Below 
whom  I have  heard  of  that  is  wounded,  he  badly,!  a place  called  Chatham  and  4 miles  above  Dalson’s  is 
hut  I hope  not  dangerously.  I the  third  unford.ble  branch  of  the  Thames;  the 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 'bridge  over  its  mouth  had  been  taken  up  by  the  In* 
your  obedient  humble  servant,  - 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 

The  lion.  John  Armstrong , JSec’ry  at  War. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  major-general  Harrison  to  the  se- 
cretary of  'roar. 

Head-quarters,  Detroit,  9th  Oct.  1813. 

Sir — In  rry  letter  from  Sandwich  of  the  30th  ulti- 
mo, I did  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I was 
preparing  to  pursue  the  enemy  the  following  day. — 
From  various  causes,  however,  I was  unable  to  put 
the  troops  in  motion  until  the  morning  of  the  2nd 
inst.  and  then  to  take  with  me  only  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  of  the  regular  troops,  Johnson’s 
mounted  regiment  and  such  of  governor  Shelby’s 
volunteers  as  were  fit  for  a rapid  inarch,  the  whole 
amounting  to  about  three  thousand  five  hundred 
men.  To  gen.  M‘ Arthur  (with  about  700  effectives) 
the  protecting  of  this  place  and  the  sick  was  com- 
mitted. Gen.  Cass’s  brigade,  and  the  corps  of  lieut. 
col.  Ball  were  left  at  Sandwich,  with  orders  to  fol- 
low me  as  soon  as  the  men  received  their  knapsacks 
and  blankets,  which  had  been  left  on  an  island  in 
lake  Erie. 

The  unavoidable  delay  at  Sandwich  was  attended 
with  no  disadvantage  to  us.  General  Proctor  had 
posted  himself  at  Dalson’s  on  the  right  banjt  of  the 
Thames  (or  Trench)  fifty  six  miles  from  this  place, 
where  I was  informed  he  intended  to  fortify  and  wait 
to  receive  me.  He  must  have  believed,  however,  that 
I had  no  disposition  to  follow  him,  or  that  he  had  se- 
cured my  continuance  here,  by  the  reports  that  were 
circulated  that  the  Indians  would  attack  and  destroy 
this  place  upon  the  advance  of  the  army  ; as  he  ne- 
glected to  commence  the  breaking  up  the  bridges 
'until  the  night  of  the  2nd  inst.  On  that  night  our 


dians,  as  well  as  that  dfc^|‘Gregor’s  M ils,  one  mile 
above— several  hundred  of  the  Indians  remained  to 


dispute  our  passage,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  commenced  a heavy  fire  from  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  creek  as  well  as  that  of  the  river. 
Believing  that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was 
there,  I halted  the  ^rmv,  formed  in  order  of  battle, 
and  brought  up  our  two  six  pounders  to  cover  th$ 
party  that  were  ordered  to  repair  the  bridge — a; few 
shot  from  those  pieces,  soon  drove  off  the  Indians 
and  enabled  us,  in  two  hours,  to  repair  the  bridge 
and  cross  the  troops.  Colonel  Johnson’s  mounted 
regiment  being  upon  the  right  of  the  army,  had 
seized  the  remains  of  the  bridge  at  the  mills  under 
a heavy  fire  from  the  Indians.  Our  loss  upon  this 
occasion,  was  two  killed  and  three  or  four  wounded, 
that  of  the  enemy  was  ascertained  to  be  considera- 
bly greater.  A house  near  the  bridge  containing  a 
very  considerable  number  of  muskets  had  been  set 
on  fire — -but  it  was  extinguished  by  our  troops  and 
the  arms  saved.  At  the  first  farm  above  the  bridge, 
we  found  one  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  on  fire,  loaded 
with  arms  and  ordnance  stores,  and  learned  that 
they  were  a few  miles  ahead  of  us,  still  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  with  the  great  body  of  the  Indi- 
ans. At  Bowles’  farm,  four  miles  from  the  bridge 
we  halted  for  the  night,  found  two  other  vessels  and 
a large  distillery  filled  with  ordnance  and  other  va- 
luable stores  to  an  immense  amount  in  flames— it  was 

impossible  to  put  out  the  fire two  twenty-four 

pounders  with  their  carriages  were  taken  and  a large 
quantity  of  ball  and  shells  of  various  sizes.  The 
army  was  put  in  motion  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  I pushed  on  in  advance  with  the  mounted  regi- 
ment and  requested  gov,  Shelby  to  follow  as  expe- 
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ditiously  ns  possible  with  the  infantry,  the  governor’s 
zeal  and  that  of  his  men  enabled  them  to  keep  up 
with  the  cavalry,  and,  by  9 o’clock,  we  were  at 
Arnold’s  Mills  having  taken  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  two  gun-boats  and  several  batteaux  loaded 
with  provisions  and  ammunition. 

A rapid  at  the  river  at  Arnold’s  mills  affords  the 
only  fording  to  be  met  with  for  a considerable  dis- 
tance, but,  upon  examination,  it  was  found  too  deep 
for  the  infantry.  Having,  however,  fortunately  taken 
two  or  three  boats  and  some  Indian  canoes  on  the 
spot,  and  obliging'the  horsemen  to  take  a foot-man 
behind  each,  the  whole  were  safely  crossed  by  12 
o’clock.  Eight  miles  from  the  crossing  we  passed 
a farm,  where  a part  of  the  British  troops  had  en- 
camped the  night  before,  under  the  command  of 
col.  Warburton.  The  detachment  with  gen.  Proctor 
had  arrived  the  day  before  at  the  Moravian  towns, 
4 miles  higher  up.  Being  now  certainly  near  the  ene- 
my, I directed  the  advance  of  Johnson’s  regiment  to 
accelerate  their  march  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
intelligence.  The  officer  commanding  it,  in  a short 
time,  sent  to  inform  me,  that  his  progress  was  stop- 
ped bv  the  enemy,  who  were  formed  across  our  line 
of  march.  One  of  the  enemy’s  waggoners  being  also 
taken  prisoner,  from  the  information  received  from 
him,  and  my  own  observation,  assisted  by  some  of  my 
officers,  I soon  ascertained  enough  of  their  position 
and  order  of  battle,  to  determine  that,  which  it  was 
proper  for  me  to  adopt. 

I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  my  gene- 
ral order,  of  the  27th  ult.  prescribing  the  ovrieiv  of 
inarch  and  of  battle  when  the  whole  army  should 
act  together.  But  as  the  number  and  description  of 
the  troops  had  been  essentially  changed,  since  the 
issuing  of  the  order,  it  became  necessary  to  make  a 
corresponding  alteration  in  their  disposition.  From 
the  place  where  our  army  was  last  halted,  to  the  Mo- 
ravian ‘jtovvns,  a distance  of  about  three  and  a half 
miles,  the  road  passes  through  a beach  forest  with- 
out any  clearing,  and  fictile  first  two  miles  near  to 
the  bank  of  the  river.  At  from  two  to  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  river  a swamp  extends  parallel  to  it, 
throughout  the  whole  distance.  The  intermediate 
ground  is  dry,  and  although  the  trees  are  tolerably 
thick,  it  is  in  many  places  clear  of  underbrush. — 
Across  this  strip  ofland,  its  left  appciyed  upon  the 
river,  supported  by  artillery  placed  in  the  wood, 
their  right  in  the  swamp  covered  by  the  whole  of 
their  Indian  force,  the  British  troops  were  drawn  up. 

The  troops  at  my  disposal  consisted  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  regulars  of  the  27tfi  regiment, 
five  brigades  of  Kentucky  volunteer  militia  infantry, 
under  his  excellency  gov.  Shelby,  averaging  less  than 
five  hundred  men,  and  col.  Johnson’s  regiment  of 
mounted  infantry,  making  in  the  whole  an  aggregate 
something  above  three  thousand.  No  disposition  of 
an  army,  opposed  to  an  Indian  force  can  be  safe 
unless  it  is  secured  on  the  flanks  and  in  the  rear. — 
I had  therefore  no  difficulty  in  arranging  the  in- 
fantry conformably  to  my  general  order  of  battle. 
General  Trotter’s  brigade  of  500  men,  formed  the 
front  line,  his  right  upon  the  road  and  his  left 
upon  the  sw*mp.  General  King’s  brigade  as  a se- 
cond line,  150  yards  in  the  rear  of  Trotter’s  and 
Chiles’s  brigade  as  a corps  of  reserve  in  the  rear  of 
it.  These  three  brigades  formed  the  command  of 
major-general  Henry  ; the  whole  of  gen.  Desha’s  di- 
vision, consisting  of  two  brigades,  were  formed  en. 
potence  upon  the  left  of  Trotter. 

Whilst  I was  engaged  in  forming  the  infantry,  I 
had  directed  col.  Johnson’s  regiment,  which  was 
still  in  front,  to  be  formed  in  two  lines  opposite  to 
the  enemy,  and,  upon  the  advance  of  the  infantry, 
to  take  ground  to  th<?  left  and  foyming  upon  that 


flank  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  right  of  the  Indians^ 
A moment’s  reflection,  however,  convinced  me  that' 
from  the  thickness  of  the  woods  and  swampiness  or 
the  ground,  they  would  be  unable  to  do  any  thing 
on  horseback,  and  there  was  no  time  to  dismount 
them  and  place  their  horses  in  security ; I therefore 
determined  to  refuse  my  left  to  the  Indians,  and  to 
break  the  British  lines  at  once  by  a charge  of  the 
mounted  infantry ; the  measure  was  not  sanctioned 
by  any  thing  that  I had  seen  or  heard  of,  but  I was 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  succeed.  The  Ameri- 
can backwoodsmen  ride  better  in  the  woods  than 
any  other  people.  A musket  or  rifle  is  no  impedi- 
ment to  them,  being  accustomed  to  carry  them  ort 
horseback  from  their  earliest  youth.  I was  persuad- 
ed too  that  the  enemy  would  be  quite  unprepared  for 
the  shock  and  that  they  could  not  resist  it.  Con- 
formly  to  this  idea,  I directed  the  regiment  to  be! 
drawn  up  in  close  column,  with  its  right  at  the  dis- 
tance of  fifty  yards  from  the  road,  (that  it  might  be 
in  some  measure  protected  by  the  trees  from  the  ar- 
tillery) its  left  upon  the  swamp,  and  to  charge  at 
full  speed  as  soon  as  the  enemy  delivered  their  fire. 
The  few  regular  troops  of  the  27th  regt.  under  their 

col.  (Paul)  occupied,  in  column  of  sections  of  four, 
the  small  space  between  the  road  and  the  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and 
some  ten  or  twelve  friendly  Indians  were  directed  to 
move  under  the  bank.  The  crotchet  formed  by  the 
front  line  and  gen.  Desha’s  division  was  an  impor- 
tant point.  At  that  place,  the  venerable  governor 
of  Kentucky  was  posted,  who  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  preserves  all  the  vigor  of  youth,  the  ardent  zeal 
which  distinguished  him  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  the  undaunted  bravery  which  he  manifested  at 
King’s  Mountain.  With  my  aids-de-camp,  the  act- 
ing assist,  adj.  gen.  capt.  Butler,  my  gallant  friend 

com.  Perry  who  did  me  the  honor  to  serve  as  my  vo- 
lunteer aid-de-camp,  and  brig.  gen.  Cass,  who  hav- 
ing  no  command  tendered  me  his  assistance.  I plac- 
ed myself  at  the  head  of  the  front  line  of  infantry, 
to  direct  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  and  give 
them  the  necessary  support.  The  army  had  moved 
on  in  this  order  but  a short  distance,  when  the 
mounted  men  received  the  fire  of  the  British  line 
and  were  ordered  to  charge  ; the  horses  in  the  front 
of  the  column  recoiled  from  the  fire  ; another  was 
given  by  the  enemy,  and  our  column,  at  leng  th  get- 
ting in  motion,  broke  through  the  enemy  with  irre- 
sistible force.  In  one  minute,  the  contest  in  front 
was  over ; the  British  officers,  seeing  no  hopes  of 
reducing  their  disordered  ranks  to  order,  and  our 
mounted  men  wheeling  upon  them  and  pouring  in  a 
destructive  fire,  immediately  surrendered.  It  is 
certain  that  three  only  of  our  treops  were  wounded 
in  this  charge.  Upon  the  left,  however,  the  con- 
test was  more  severe  with  the  Indians.  Col.  John- 
son, who  commanded  on  that  flank  of  his  regiment, 
received  a most  galling  fire  from  them,  which  was 
returned  with  great  effect.  The  Indians  still  fur- 
ther to  the  right  advanced  and  fell  jn  with  our  front 
line  of  infantry,  near  its  junction  with  Desha’s  di- 
vision, and  for  a moment  made  an  impression  upon 
it.  His  excellency  gov.  Shelby  however  brought  up 
a regiment  to  its  support,  and  the  enemy  receiving 
a severe  fire  in  front,  and  a part  of  Johnson’s  regi- 
ment having  gained  their  rear,  retreated  with  pre- 
cipitation. Their  loss  was  very  considerable  in  the 
action,  and  many  were  killed  in  their  retreat. 

I can  give  no  satisfactory  information  of  the  num- 
ber of  indiuns  that  were  in  the  action,  but  they  must 
have  been  considerably  upwards  of  one  thousand. 
From  the  documents  in  my  possession,  (general 
Proctor’s  official  letters,  all  of  which  were  taken) 
and  from  the  information  of  respectable  inhabitant* 
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©f  this  territory,  the  Indians  kept  in  pay  by  the  Bri- 
tish were  much  more  numerous  than  has  been  ge- 
nerally supposed.  In  a letter  to  general  de  Rotten- 
burg  of  the  27th  instant,  general  Proctor  speaks  of 
having  prevailed  upon  most  of  the  indians  to  ac- 
company him.  Of  these  it  is  certain  that  fifty  or  sixty 
Wyandot  warriors  abandoned  him.* 

The  number  of  our  troops  was  certainly  greater 
than  that  of  the  enemy,  but  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  they  had  chosen  a position  that  effectually 
secured  their  Hank,  which  it  was  impossible  for  us 
to  turn,  and  that  we  could  not  present  to  them  a 
line  more  extended  than  their  own,  it  will  not  be 
considered  arrogant  to  claim  for  my  troops  the 
palm  of  superior  bravery. 

In  communicating  to  the  president  through  you, 
sir,  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who 
served  under  my  command,  I am  at  a loss  how  to 
mention  that  of  governor  Shelby,  being  convinced 
that  no  eulogium  of  mine  can  reach  his  merit.  The 
governor  of  an  independent  state,  greatly  my  supe- 
rior in  years,  in  experience  and  in' military  character, 
he  placed  himself  under  my  command,  and  was  not 
more  remarkable  for  his  zeal  and  activity,  than  for 
the  promptitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he 
obeyed  my  orders.  The  major-generals  Henry  and 
Desha,  and  the  brigadiers  Allen,  Caldwell,  King, 
Chiles  and  Trotter,  all  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers, 
manifested  great  zeal  and  activity.  Of  governor 
Shelby’s  staff,  his  adjutant-general,  colonel  M‘Dow- 
ell,  and  his  quarter- master  general,  colonel  Walker, 
rendered  great  service,  as  did  his  aids-de-camp,  ge- 
neral Adair  and  majors  Barry  and  Crittenden.  The 
military  skill  of  the  former  was  of  great  service  to 
us,  and  the  uctiyitv  of  the  two  latter  gentlemen  could 
not  be  surpassed.  Illness  deprived  me  of  the  talents 
of  my  adjutant-general,  colonel  Gaines,  who  was  lef. 
at  Sandwich.  His  duties  were  however  ably  per- 
formed by  the  acting  assistant  adjutant  general, 
ciptain  Butler.  My  aids-de-camp,  lieutenant  O’ Fal- 
lon and  captain  Todd,  of  the  line,  and  my  volunteer 
aids,  John  Speed  Smith  and  John  Chambers,  esq. 
have  rendered  me  the  most  important  service  from 
the  opening  of  the  campaign.  I have  already  stated 
that  general  Csss  and  commodore  Perry  assisted  me 
in  forming  the  troops  for  action.  The  former  is  an 
officer  of  the  highest  merit  and  the  appearance  of 
tiie  brave  commodore  cheered  and  animated  every 
breast. 

It  would  be  useless,  sir,  after  stating  the  circum- 
stances of  the  action,  to  pass  encomiums  upon  coi. 
Johnson  and  his  regiment.  Veterans  could  not  have 
manifested  more  firmness.  The  calonei's  numerous 
wounds  prove  that  he  was  in  the  post  of  danger. 
Lieutpnant-colonel  James  Johnson  and  the  majors 
Payne  and  Thompson  were  equally  active,  though 
more  fortunate.  Major  Wood  of  the  engineers,  al- 
ready distinguished  by  his  conduct  at  fort  Meigs, 
attended  the  army  with  two  six  pounders.  Having 
no  use  for  them  in  the  action,  he  joined  in  the  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy  and  With  major  Payne  of  the 
mounted  regiment,  two  of  my  aids-de-camp,  Todd 
and  Chambers,  and  three  privates,  continued  it  for 
several  miles  after  the  rest  of  the  troops  had  halted, 
and  made  many  prisoners. 

I left  the  army  before  an  official  return  of  the  pri- 
soners, or  that  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  was  made 
out.  It  was  however  ascertained  that  the  former 
amounts  to  six  hundred  and  one  regulars,  including 

_ *A  British  officer  of  high  rank  assured  one  of  my 
aids-de-camp,  that  on  the  day  of  our  landing,  gene- 
ral Proctor  had,  at  his  disposal,  upwards  of  three 
thousand  indian  warriors,  but  asserted  that  the 
greatest  part  had  left  him  previous  to  the  action. 


twenty -five  officers.  Our  loss  is  seven  killed  and 
twenty-two  wounded,  five  of  which  have  since  died. 
Of  the  British  troops  twelve  were  killed  and  twenty- 
two  wounded.  The  indians  suffered  most — thirty- 
three  of  them  having  been  found  upon  the  ground, 
besides  those  killed  on  the  retreat. 

On  the  day  of  the  action,  six  pieces  of  brass  artil- 
lery were  taken,  and  two  iron  twenty-four  pounders 
the  day  before.  Several  others  were  discovered  m 
the  river  and  can  be  easily  procured.  Of  the  brass 
pieces,  three  are  the  trophies  of  our  revolutionary 
war  that  were  taken  at  Saratoga  and  York,  and  sur- 
rendered by  general  Hull.  The  number  of  small 
arms  taken  by  us  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  must 
amount  to  upwards  of  five  thousand  ; most  of  them  . 
had  been  ours  and  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  at  the  river  Raisin  and  colonel 
Dudley’s  defeat.  I believe  that  the  enemy  retain  no 
other  military  trophy  of  their  victories  than  the 
standard  of  the  4tli  regiment — They  were  not  mag- 
nanimous enough  to  bring  that  of  the  41st  regiment 
into  the  field,  or  it  would  have  been  taken. 

You  have  been  informed,  sir,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  under  my  commaed  in  action ; it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  they  merit  also 
the  approbation  of  their  country  for  their  conduct, 
in  submitting  to  the  greatest  privations  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness. 

The  infantry  were  entirely  without  tent  s,  and  for 
several  days,  the  whole  army  subsisted  upon  fresh 
beef  without  bread  op' salt. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 
General  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  ivur. 

P.  S.  General  Proctor  escaped  by  the  fleetness  of 
his  horses,  escorted  by  forty  dragoons  and  a num- 
ber of  mounted  indians. 

GEN -EH  AX  ORDERS — OF  DEBARKATION-,  OF  MARCH, 
AND  OF  BATTLE. 

Head-quarters  on  board  the  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel \ 
September  17  th,  1813. 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  general  to  land  the 
army  on  the  enemy’s  coast,  the  following  will  be  the 
order  of  debarkation,  of  march  and  of  battle. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army  will  be  composed  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  his 
excellency  gov.  Shelby,  acting  as  major  general. — 
The  left  wing,  of  the  light  corps  of  lieut.  col.  Ball 
and  the  brigades  of  general  M‘Arthur  a d Cass. 
This  arrangement  is  made  with  a view  to  the  locali- 
ties of  the  ground  upon  which  the  troops  are  to  act 
and  the  composition  of  the  enemy’s  force,  and  is  cal- 
culated in  marching  up  the  lake  or  strait  to  place 
our  regular  troops  in  the  open  ground  on  the  lake, 
where  they  will  probably  be  opposed  by  the  British 
regulars,  and  the  Kentucky  volunteers  in  the  woods, 
wiiich  it  is  presumed  will  be  occupied  by  the  ene- 
my’s militia  and  Indians.  When  the  signal  is  given 
for  putting  to  the  shore,  the  corps  of  lieutentant 
colonel  Ball  will  precede  the  lefft  wing ; t]ie  regi- 
ment of  volunteer  riflemen  the  right  wing : these 
corps  will  land  with  the  utmost  celerity,  consistent 
with  the  preservation  of  good  order,  and  as  soon  as 
landed  will  seize  the  most  favorable  position 
for  annoying  the  enemy  and  covering  the  disembarka- 
tion of  the  troops  of  the  line.  Gen.  Cass’s  brigade 
will  follow  col.  Bull’s  corps,  and  gen.  Calme’s  the 
volunteer  riflemen.  The  regiments  will  land  and 
form  in  succession  upon  those  which  precede  them. 
The  right  wing,  with  its  left  in  front,  displaying  to 
the  left.  The  brigades  of  generals  King,  Allen  and 
Caldwell,  will  form  successively  to  the  right  of  gen. 
Calme’s,  gen.  M‘Arthur’s  and  Childs’  brigades  will 
form  the  reserve.  The  general  will  command  in 
person  the  brigades  of  gen.  Cass  and  Caimes,  assist- 
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£d  by  major-general  Henry.  His  excellency  governor 
Shelby  will  have  the  immediate  command  of  the 
three  brigades  on  the  right,  assisted  by  major-gene* 
ral  Desha.  As  soon  as  the  troops  are  disembarked, 
the  boats  are  to  be  immediately  sent  back  to  the 
fleet.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  of  landing 
here  prescribed,  is  somewhat  that  of  direct  eschel- 
lons  deployed  into  line  upon  the  advanced  corps  of 
the  right  and  left  wing.  It  is  the  intention  oi  the 
general,  however,  that  all  the  troops  which  are  pro- 
vided with  boats  should  land  in  as  quick  succession 
as  possible  j and  the  general  officers  commanding 
towards  the  extremities  of  the  line  are  authorised  to 
deviate  from  the  arrangement  to  counteract  any 
movement  of  the  enemy,  by  landing  any  part  of  their 
commands,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  corps, 
which  is  herein  directed  to  precede  them.  The  corps 
of  lient.  col.  Ball  and  the  volunteer  rifle  regiment 
will  maintain  the  position  they  occupy  on  landing 
until  tile  troops  of  the  line  are  formed  to  support 
them  ; they  will  then  retire  through  the  intervals 
of  the  line,  or  to  the  flanks,  and  form  in  the  rear 
of  line. 

A detachment  of  artillery,  with  a six,  four  and 
three  pounder  and  howitzer,  will  land  with  the  ad- 
vanced light  corps ; the  rest  of  the  artillery  will 
be  held  in  reserve  and  landed  at  such  points  as  maj. 
Wood  may  direct. 

The  point  of  landing  for  the  reserve,  under  briga- 
dier-general M* Arthur,  cannot  now  be  designated  ; 
it  will  be  made  to  support  any  point  of  the  line  which 
may  require  aid,  or  be  formed  on  the  flanks  as  cir- 
cumstances may  render  necessary.  The  arrangement 
for  1 mding  the  troops  will  be  made  entirely  under 
the  direction  of  an  officer  of  the  navy,  whom  com- 
modore Perry  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  offer  for 
that  purpose.  The  debarkation  of  the  troops  will  be 
covered  by  the  cannon  of  the  vessels.  The  troops 
being  landed  and  the  enemy  driven  off,  or  not  oppo- 
sing the  landing,  the  army  will  change  its  front  to 
the  left,  and  form  in  order  of  battle  in  the  following 
manner — The  two  brigades  of  regular  troops  and  two 
of  the  volunteers  to  be  formed  in  two  lines  at  right 
angles  to  the  shore  of  the  lake.  General  M-Arthur a 
brigade  and  Calmes*  to  form  the  front  of  the  line, 
and  Cass  and  Childs’  the  second  line;  the  regular 
troops  still  on  the  left ; that  flank  of  both  lines  rest- 
ing on  the  shore,  the  distance  between  the  two  lines 
will  be  three  hundred  yards.  The  remaining  three 
brigades  of  volunteers  will  be  drawn  up  in  a single 
line  of  two  ranks,  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of 
march,  its  head  upon  the  right  of  the  front  line 
forming  a crotchet  f tnpetence J with  that  line  and 
extending  beyond  the  second  line.  The  corps  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Ball  will  form  the  advance  of'  the 
left  wmg  at  the  distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  the 
regiment  of  rifle  volunteers  the  advance  of  the  right 
ring  at  the  same  distance. 

Some  pieces  of  light  artillery  will  be  placed  in  the 
ro  ul  leading  up  the  lake,  and  at  such  other  points 
as  major  Wood  may  direct.  When  the  order  is  given 
for  marching,  the  first  and  second  lines  will  ad- 
vance by  files  from  the  heads  of  companies  ; in 
other  words*  these  two  lines  will  form  two  columns, 
inarching  by  their  flanks  by  companies  at  entire 
distances.  The  three  brigades  on  the  right  flank 
will  be  faced  to  the  left  and  marched  forward — the 
head  or  this  column  still  forming  en  potence  with 
the  front  line.  It  is  probable  that  the  two  brigades 
of  the  front  line  will  extend  from  the  lake,  some  dis 
tance  into  the  woods,  on  the  right  flank,  and  it  is 
desirable  it  should  be  so — but  should  it  be  other- 
wise, and  the  crotchet  or  angle  be  at  any  time  on 
the  open  ground,  his  excellency,  governor  Shelby,, 


138 


will  immediately  prolong  the  front  line  to  the  right 
by  adding  to  it  as  many  companies  of  the  leading 
brigade  of  the  flank  column  as  will  bring  the  angle 
and  consequently  the  flank  column  itself  completely 
within  the  woods.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
enemy  will  make  their  attack  upon  the  army  on  its 
march,  that  their  regular  troops  will  form  their 
right  upon  the  lake,  their  militia  occupy  the  ground 
between  the  regulars  and  the  woods,  and  the  indiana 
the  woods.  The  formation  herein  prescribed  is  in- 
tended to  resist  an  arrangement  of  this  kind.  Should 
the  general  conjecture  on  that  subject  prove  correct, 
as  it  must  be  evident  that  the  right  of  the  enemy 
cannot  be  turned,  and  on  that  wing  his  best  troops 
must  be  placed,  it  will  be  proper  to  refuse  him  our 
left,  and  direct  our  principal  effort  to  uncover  the 
left  flank  of  his  regulars  by  driving  off  his  militia. 
In  the  event  here  supposed,  theiefore,  it  will  be 
proper  to  bring  up  a part  or  the  whole  of  general 
Cass’s  brigade,  to  assist  the  charge  made  by  general 
Calmes,  or  that  the  former  should  change  positions 
with  the  brig*ade  of  volunteers  in  the  second  line. — 
Should  the  general  think  it  safe  to  order  the  whole 
of  Cass’s  brigade  to  the  right,  without  replacing  it 
with  another,  general  Cass  will  march  it,  the  right 
formed  in  oblique  escheilons  of  companies.  It  will  be 
the  business  of  general  M‘  Art  bur  in  the  event  of  his 
wing  being  refused  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  enemy 
(and  with  the  assistance  of  the  artillery)  prevent  his 
front  line  at  least  from  interrupting  the  progress  of 
our  right.  Should  the  enemy’s  militia  be  defeated, 
the  brigade  of  ours  in  advance  will  immediately 
wheel  upon  the  flank  of  the  British  regulars,  and 
general  M‘Arthur  will  advance  to  attack  them  in 
front.  In  the  mean  time,  his  excellency  governor 
Shelby  can  use  the  brigade  in  reserve  of  the  second 
line  to  prolong  the  flank  line  from  its  front  or  left  or 
to  reinforce  any  weak  part,  of  the  line.  In  all  cases 
where  troops  ir  advance  are  obliged  to  retire  through 
those  who  are  advancing  to  support  them,  it  will  be 
done  by  companies  in  files,  which  will  retire  through 
the  intervals  of  the  advancing  line,  and  wall  imme- 
diately form  in  the  rear.  The  light  troops  will  be 
(particularly  governed  by  this  direction. 

The  disposition  of  the  troops  on  the  right  flank  is 
such  as  the  commanding  general  thinks  best  calcu- 
lated to  resist  an  attack  from  indians  which  is  only’ 
to  be  expected  from  that  quarter.  His  excellency 
governor  Shelby  will,  however,  use  his  discretion  in 
making  any  alteration  which  his  experience  and 
judgment  may  dictate.  Lieutenant-colonel  Ball, 
lieutenant-colonel  Simral,  and  the  general  officers 
commanding*  on  the  flank  line,  are  to  send  out  small 
detachments  in  advance  of  the  two  former  corps, 
and  to  the  flank  of  the  latter.  Should  they  discover 
the  enemy  in  face  immediately  notice  will  be  sent  to 
the  lines.  The  g-eneral  commanding  on  the  spot  will 
immediately  order  the  signals  for  forming  in  order 
of  battle  which  will  be  the  beat  “to  arms.” 

All  signals  will  be  immediately  repeated  by  all 
the  drums  of  the  line — the  signal  for  the  whole  to 
halt  is  the  retreat.  Drums  will  be  distributed  along 
the  heads  of  companies,  and  the  taps  occasionally 
given  to  regulate  their  march. 

Lieutenant-colonels  Ball  and  Simrall  are  to  keep 
the  general  constantly  advised  of  the  discoveries 
made  by  the  advanced  parties.  V/ here  it  shall  be- 
come necessary  for  the  corps  of  Ball  ar.d  Simrall  to 
retire,  they  will  form  on  the  flank  or  in  the  rear  of 
M‘Arthur*s  and  Calmes’  brigades,  and  receive  the 
orders  of  the  brigadiers  respectively. 

. Brigadier-general  Cass  will  designate  such  offi- 
cers as  lie  may  deem  proper,  to  assist  capt&in  Elliott,, 
of  the  navy,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  boats  said  the 
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debarkation  of  the  troops.  The  general  will  be  the 
signal  for  the  whole  to  move.  Bv  command, 
(Signed)  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

CoL  Adj.  Gen. 

Truly  copied  from  the  original. 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  A.  A.  Adj.  Gem 

fFrcetrcrcl  of  a letter  from  brigadier-general  JVt(  Clurt, 
to  hie  excellency  governor  Tompkins,  dated 

“Fort  George,  half  nast  5 o'clock,  P.  M. 

6th  October,'  ISIS. 

**  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  commenced 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy.  About  500 
militia  volunteers  and  about  150  Indians,  command- 
ed by  col.  Chapin,  attacked  the  picket  guard  of  the 
•anemy  about  about  a mile  and  an  half  from  Fort 
•George,  and  drove  them  in  upon  the  main  body, 
when  the  enemy  opened  a fire  from  several  field 
pieces.  Our  men  retired  in  good  order  into  the 
(fort,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  two  or  three 
wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  was  seven  killed,  many 
wounded  and  4 prisoners.  In  a short  time  the  enemy 
appeared  in  considerable  force  wilhjn  500  yards  of 
The  fort,  at  the  edge  of  the  Woods;  Chapin  again 
•sallied  out  witli  about  300  men  and  some  Indians — 
■commenced  a brisk  fire  on  the  whble  of  the  enemy’s 
dine  and  drove  them  half  a mile  ; but  perceiving  by 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  that  they  would  out- 
flank us,  I ordered  200  to  reinforce  him,  and  in  two 
detachments  to  attack  the  enemy’s  flanks.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  diving  the  enemy  into  the  woods,  when 
night  coming  on  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  Our 
loss  was  trifling  ; I have  not  ascertained  that  of  the 
enemy.  Colonel  Chapin  is  a brave  man.  Every  officer, 
and  .soldier  did  his  duty.” 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq.  of  Lancaster,  has  been  ap- 
pointed professor  of  mathematics  in  the  military 
academy  of  the  U.  S.  at  West  Point. 

Burlington,  ( ■Vermont J Oct.  15. — On  the  evening 
• of  tile  11th  instant,  a detachment  of  the  rifle  corps, 
eousiStingof  about  130  men,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Isaac  Clark,  embarked  on  board  of  batteaux 
at  Cliazy,  N.  Y.  and  proceeded  to  Caldwell’s  Man- 
ner, in  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  and  landed  at 
the  house  of  a Mr.  Cook,  where  there  was  deposited 
about  three  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property  re- 
cently smuggled  from  the  states,  consisting  of  lea- 
ther, shoes,  &c. ; after  taking  and  putting  on  board 
of  the  batteaux  the  above-mentioned  property,  they 
proceeded  from  thence  and  landed  at  Rock  river, 
near  the  Canada  lines,  about  break  of  day.  The 
troops  immediately  formed  and  proceeded  towards 
St.  Armands,  the  expedition  was  so  conducted  that 
the  enemy  was  not  apprized  of  their  approach,  until 
the  riflemen  were  within  fifty  rods  of  the  British 
encampment ; on  hearing  alarm  guns  fired,  and  the 
British  drums  beat  to  arms,  the  riflemen  advanced 
precipitately  upon  them,  so  that  they  had  not  time 
even  to  form  their  troops,  they  however  attempted 
to  make  a stand.  Major  Powell  who  commanded  the 
British  forces  was  immediately  taken  prisoner.  The 
•enemy  commenced' a fire  upon  our  troops  from  be- 
hind houses,  fences,  &c. ; a column  advanced  in 
front,  but  they  were  all  soon  compelled  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  Several  made  their  escape  and  secreted 
themselves  in  cellars,  chambers,  &c. 

The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  enemy  is  not  exactly 
known ; three  were  killed  and  a considerable  number 
wounded ; two  were  wounded  of  the  rifle  corps. — 
Colonel  Clark  has  made  nine'.y  three  prisoners,  taken 
»ne  hundred  and  twenty  stand  of  arms,  eight  horses 
and  seven  oxen.  The  prisoners  arrived  at  this  post 
«n  the  13th  instant. 

NAVAL. 

®bmmodore  Decatur's  squadron  was  prepared  for 


an  escape  from  New- London,  the  first  opportunity. 
Those  acquainted  with  the  coast  think  the  sensbn 
has  arrived  when  he  will  get  past  the  British  frigate- 
guards — as  their  ships  of  the  line  are  now  called.— 
The  blockading  squadron  consisted  of  one  74,  one 
razee,  two  frigates,  a sloop  of  war  and  a schooner. 

It  being  reported  at  Halifax , that  com.  Dodgers 
had  arrived  on  our  coast,  a whole  fllkt  was  sent  out 
to  catch  him. 

A British  frigate  is  cruising  off  Portland,  to  keep 
the  Enterprize  or  Rattlesnake  from  interrupting  the 
cruises  of  “his  majesty’s”  brigs  on  that  station. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  com.  ChOmneey  tb  the  secretary  6 
the  navy,  dated 

Uniteft  States’ shin  General  Pike, 

Off  Niagara,  1st.  Oct.  1813. 

Sie — On  the  26th  uit.  it  was  reported  to  me,  that 
the  enemy’s  fleet  was  in  York — I immediately  dis- 
patched the  Lady  of  the  Lake  to  look  into  York,  and 
ascertain  the  fact — she  returned  in  the  evening  with 
the  information  that  the  enemy  was  in  York  bay.  I 
immediately  prepared  to  weigh,  but  owing  to  a 
strong  wind  from  N.  N.  E.  was  not  aide  to  get  out 
of  the  river  until  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and,  ow- 
ing to  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  a part  of 
the  squadron  got  separated  and  did  not  join  before 
next  morning  at  8 A.  M. — On  the  28th,  the  General 
Pike,  Madison  and  Sylph,  each  took  a schooner  in 
tow  and  made  all  sail  for  York.  Soon  after  discover- 
ed the  enemy’s  fleet  under  way  in  York  bay,  shaped 
our  course  for  him  and  prepared  for  action — he  per- 
ceived our  intention  of  engaging  him  in  his  position, 
tacked  and  stood  out  of  the  bay,  wind  at  east  ; I 
formed  the  line  and  run  down  for  his  centre.  When 
we  had  approached  within  about  3 miles  he  made  all 
sail  to  the  southward — I wore  in  succession  and  stood 
on  the  same  tack  with  him,  edging  down  gradually 
in  order  to  close— at  10  minutes  past  meridian,  the 
enemy  finding  that  we  were  closing  fast  with  him, 
and  that  he  must  either  risk  an  action  or  suffer  his 
two  rear  vessels  to  be  cut  off,  he  tacked  in  succes- 
sion, beginning  at  the  van,  hoisted  his  colors  and 
commenced  a well  directed  fire  at  this  ship,  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  his  rear,  and  attacking  our  rear 
as  he  passed  to  leeward  ; perceiving  his  intention,  I 
was  determined  to  disappoint  him  ; therefore  as  soon 
as  the  Wolf  (the  leading  ship)  passed  the  centre  of 
his  line  and  abeam  of  us,  I bore  up  in  succession 
(preserving  our  line)  for  the  enemy’s  centre  ; this 
manoeuvre  not  only  covered  our  rear  but  hove  him  in 
confusion  ; he  immediately  bore  away,  we  had  how- 
ever closed  so  near  as  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear  with 
effect,  and  in  20  minutes  the  main  and  mizen  top 
mast  and  main-yard  of  the  Wolf  was  shot  away  ; he 
immediately  put  before  the  wind  and  set  all  sail  up- 
on his  foremast ; I made  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to 
make  all  sail ; the  enemy,  however,  keeping  dead  be- 
fore the  wind,  was  able  to  outsail  most  of  our  squad- 
ron. As  it  brought  all  the  sail  upon  one  mast,  he 
did  not  feel  the  loss  of  his  main  and  mizen  top-mast. 
— I continued  the  chase  until  near  3 o’clock,  during 
which  lime  I was  enabled  in  this  ship  (with  the  Asp 
in  tow)  to  keep  within  point  blank  shot  of  the  ene- 
my, and  sustained  the  whole  of  his  fire  during  the 
chase.  Capt.  Crane  in  the  Madison,  and  lieutenant 
Brown  in  the  Oneida,  used  every  exertion  to  close 
with  the  enemy,  but  the  Madison  having  a heavy 
schooner  in  tow  and  the  Oneida  sailing  very  dull  be- 
fore the  wind,  prevented  those  officers  from  closing 
near  enough  to  do  any  execution  with  their  carron- 
ades.  The  Governor  Tompkins  kept  in  her  station, 
until  her  foremast  was  So  badly  Wounded  as  to  oblige 
her  to  shorten  sail.  Lieut.  Finch  of  the  Madison  who 
commanded  her  for  this  cruise  (o\ying  to  the  indis- 
I position  of  Ifceut.  Pettigrew)  behaved  with  great  gal- 
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Iswtf’V  amt  is  ftn  officer  of  much  promise.  Captain 
Wooisey  in  the  Sylph  Was  kept  astern  by  the  Ontario, 
Which  he  had  in  tow,  but  did  considerable  execution 
with  his  heavy  guns. 

At  15  minutes  before  3 P.  M.  I very  reluctantly 
relinquished  the  pursuit  of  a beaten  enemy — the 
reasons  that  led  to  this  determination  were  such  as.  I 
flatter  myself  that  you  will  approve — they  were 
these : At  the  time  I gave  up  the  chase,  this  ship 
was  making  so  much  water,  that  it  required  all  our 
pumps  to  keep  her  free  (owing  to  our  receiving  se- 
veral shot  so  much  below  the  water  edge,  that  we 
could  not  plug  the  holes  from  the  outside)  the  Cov. 
Tompkins  with  her  foremast  gone,  and  the  squa- 
dron within  about  six  miles  of  the  head  of  the  lake, 
blowing  a gale  of  wind  from  east  and  increasing 
with  a heavy  sea  on,  and  every  appearance  of  the 
Equinox.  I considered  that  if  I chased  the  enemy 
to  his  anchorage  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  I should  be 
obliged  to  anchor  also,  and  although  we  might  suc- 
ceed in  driving  him  on  shore,  the  probability  was 
that  we  should  go  on  shore  also— lie  amongst  his 
friends,  we  amongst  our  enemies,  and  after  the  g ilt- 
abated,  if  he  could  succeed  in  getting  off  one  or 
two  vessels  out  of  the  two  fleets,  it  would  give  him 
as  completely  the  command  of  the  lake  as  if  he  had 
20  vessels.  Moreover  he  was  covered  at  his  anchor- 
age by  apart  of  his  army,  and  several  small  batte- 
ries thrown  up,  for  the  purpose.  Therefore,  if  we 
could  have  rode  out  the  gale,  we  should  have  been 
-cut  up  by  their  shot  from  the  shore  ; under  all  these 
circumstances,  and  taking  into  view  the  conse- 
quences resulting  from  the  loss  of  our  superiority 
on  the  lakes  at  this  time,  1 without  hesitation  relin- 
quished the  opportunity  then  presenting  itself  of  ac- 
quiring individual  reputation  at  the  expense  of  my 
country. 

The  loss  sustained  by  this  ship  was  considerable, 
owing  to  her  being  so  long  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  fleet,  but  our  most  serious 
loss  was  occasioned  by  the  bursting  eft  one  of  our 
guns,  which  killed  and  wounded  22  men  and  tore 
up  the  top- gallant  forecastle  which  rendered  the  gun 
upon  that  deck  useless.  We  had  four  other  guns 
cracked  in  the  muzzle,  which  rendered  their  use 
extremely  doubtful,  ©ui  main-top-gallant  mast  was 
shot  away  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and  the 
bow  sprit,  fore  and  main  mast  wounded,  rigging, 
and  sails  much  cut  up,  and  a number  of  shot  in  our 
hull,  several  of  which  were  between  wind  and  wa- 
ter, and  27  men  killed  and  wounded,  including 
those  by  the  bursting  of  the  gun.  The  Madison  re- 
ceived a few  shot,  but  no  person  hurt  on  board. — 
The  Gov.  Tompkins  lost  her  foremast  and  the  Onei- 
da her  main-top  mast  badly  wounded.  We  have, 
however,  repaired  nearly  all  our  damages,  and  are 
ready  to  meet  the  enemy.  During  our  chase  one, 
If  not  two,  of  the  enemy’s  small  vessels  was  com- 
pletely in  our  power  if  I could  have  been  satisfied 
with  so  partial  a victory,  but  1 was  so  sure  of  the 
yvhole  that  I passed  them  unnoticed,  by  which  means 
they  finally  escaped. 

The  gale  continued  until  last  night,  but  the  wind 
still  blows  from  the  eastward.  I thought  it  impor- 
tant to  communicate  with  general  Wilkinson,  to  as- 
certain when  he  meant  to  move  with  the  army.  1 
therefore  ran  off  this  place  for  that  purpose,  and 
he  thinks  that  the  public  service  will  be  promoted 
by  rny  watching  sir  James  at  the  head  of  the  lake, 
and  if  possible  preventing  his  return  to  Kingston, 
while  he  proceeds ; with  the  army  for  Sackett’s  Har- 
bor. I shall,  therefore,  proceed  immediately  in 
quest  of  the  enemy. 

I have  great  .pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  assis- 
tance I received  from  captain  Sinclair  during  our 


chase,  in  using  his  best  exertions  to  bring  this  ship 
into  close  action.  The  other  officers  and  men  be- 
haved to  my  perfect,  satisfaction,  and  were  extreme*- 
ly  anxious  to  close  with  the  enemy  even  singly,  and. 
if  he  ever  gives  us  an  opportunity  for  close  action, 
they  will  show  that  they  are  not  inferior  to  any  of 
their  countrymen. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yoiw* 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  William  Jones , Sec’ry  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Clicmncey  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

United  States’  ship  General  Pike, 

Sackett’s  Harbor,  6th  Oct.  1813. 

Sitt — I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I ar- 
rived here  this  morning,  with  five  of  the  enemy’s 
vessels,  which  I fell  in  with  and  captured  last  even- 
ing off  the  Ducks.  They  were  part  of  a fleet  of  seven 
sad  which  left  York  on  Sunday  with  234  troops  on 
board,  bound  to  Kingston.  Of  this  fleet  five  were  cap- 
tured, one  burnt,  and  one  escaped  ; the  prisoners, 
amounting  to  nearly  300,  besides  having  upwards  of 
300  of  our  troops  on  board  from  Niagara,  induced 
me  to  run  into  port  for  the  purpose  of  landing  both. 

I have  an  additional  pleasure  in  informing  you, 
that  amongst  the  captured  vessels  are  the  late  U.  S. 
schooners  Julia  and  Growler,  the  others  are  gun- 
vessels. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant.  ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  William  Jones , 

Sec’ry  of  the  navy , Washington. 

Return  of  the  troops  of  II.  B.  JWs  Be  Watteville 
regiment , captured  on  the  5th  October. 
s 1 major,  1 captain,  3 subalterns,  1 -surgeon,  10 
sergeants,  4 drummers  and  bugles,  202  rank  and  file. 

(Signed)  C.  W.  GRANT,  L.  C.  B.  M.  L.  C. 

Officers  and  marines. — 1 lieutenant,  2 master’s' 
mates,  35  seamen  and  marines,  of  the  royal  navy, 
and  4 sailing  masters  of  the  provincial  navy. 

Inspector  General’s  Office , 
Sackett’s  Harbor , Oct.  7,  1813. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  furnish  youi 
with  the  names,  rank  and  regiment  of  the  officers 
landed  from  on  board  the  fleet  on  the  6th  inst.  viz. 

Charles  de  Villatte,  major,  Watleville  regiment 
Frederick  Zellender,  captain  do.  do. 

Francis  Dicenter,  lieutenant  do.  do. 

W.  A.  Steel,  lieutenant  and  adjutant  89th  do. 
Arthur  Carter,  lieutenant  royal  artilleiy. 

Charles  Morris,  volunteer  do.  do. 

David  Duvall,  lieutenant  Watteville  regiment.- 
Albert  Manuel,  do.  do.  do. 

Marc.  M‘Mahan,  lieut.  8th  or  King’s  regiment: 
Torbeia,  assistant  surgeon,  Watteville  do. 

I am  shy 

J.  GIBSON,  Inspector-genCra 
Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey , U.  S.  navy. 


Captain  x\Ilcn. 

Late  of  the  United  States’  sloop  of  -war  Argus*. 

William  Henry  Allen  was  an  officer,  no  less  dis- 
tinguished by  his  bravery  than  the  uniform  courtesy 
and  amenity  of  his  manners.  In  ordinary  life,  we 
discover  nothing  of  those  high  qualities,  for  which 
in  the  hour  of  danger  he  was  found  to  be  so  pre-em- 
inent. He  relaxed  into  all  the  mildness  of  the  po- 
lished and  amiable  gentleman,  stated  his  opinions 
with  modesty,  and  carefully  abstained  from  irritat- 
ing or  insulting  language.  His  conversation,  al- 
though peculiarly  unostentatious,  was  luminous  and 
instructive,  aud  combined  the  elegance  of  the  sclios 
lar  with  the  sound  practical  sense  of  a n*an  of  inter- 
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course  with  the  world.  He  studied  naval  tactics  .as  their  seats  before  the  election  of  governor  is  at" 
a science,  and  labored  to  adorn  and  decorate  the  tempted,  in  December  next. 


.stem  and  masculine  character  of  the  sailor  with  the 
milder  graces  and  softer  embellishments.  In  this 
he  succeeded  completely,  and  was  capable  of  turn- 
ing to  the  view  the  stern  and  intrepid  side  of  his 
character  or  the  milder  and  more  amiable,  as  occa- 
sion required.  In  his  friendships  he  was  ardent,  con- 
stant and  effective.  All  these  advantages  were  ren- 
dered still  more  conspicuous  by  a noble  masculine 
deportment,  and  the  fine  form  which  he  inherited 
from  nature.  A stranger  in  his  company  and  per- 
fectly ignorant  of  his  character,  would  find  his 
heart  drawn  powerfully  towards  him,  by  the  pre- 
dominant and  pervading  sympathy,  which  such  en- 
dearing qualities  always  excites.  He  would  be  dis- 
posed to  converse  more  with  him  and  to  cultivate  his 
friendship.  Every  hour  he  would  feel  this  attach- 
ment growing  stronger,  as  the  varied  beauties  of  the 
character  were  disclosed  in  succession.  Such  was 
Wm.  Henry  Allen.  He  had  adorned  his  name  by  his 
bravery,  which  was  so  conspicuous  in  the  affair  of 
the  Macedonian.  This  enlarged  his  ideas,  and  made 
him  pant  for  fame,  that  last  infirmity  of  noble  minds. 
He  has  fallen,  indeed — but  to  all  the  purposes  of 
life  he  had  lived  long  enough.  He  had  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  his  country,  and  died  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty.  This  humble  wreath  is  not  less  a 
tribute  to  individual  friendship  than  to  justice. 

[£T.  S.  Gat. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 


,A ‘ew-Jersey  election. — The  political  character  of 
this  state  is  completely  changed  by  the  late  elec- 
tions. The  “republicans'*  have  a majority  in  each 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and  the  executive  will 
have  the  same  designation. 

Comparative  view  of  the  legislature , 1812  and  1813. 

1812.  1813. 

Council.  Assembly.  Council.  Assembly. 

tep.  Fed.  Rep.  Fed.  Rep.  Fed.  Rep 

0 3 

4 0 

3 0 


Bergen 

Essex 

Munis 

Sussex 

Middlesex 

Somersett 

Hunterdon 

Burlington 

Monmouth 

Salem 

Gloucester 

Cumberland 

•ape  May 


Fed. 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 
0 

4 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
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The  Pennsylvania  returns  shew  a great  increase  of 
“republican**  votes.  The  detail  may  be  inserted  as 
soon  as  the  returns  are  complete.  The  whole  repre- 
sentation in  congress  from  this  state  is  “republican,” 
and  many  counties  have  cast  off  their  old  members 
in  the  assembly.  The  district  that  elected  Mr.  Glo- 
ninger  (a  federalist)  to  congress  last  year  (who  lias 
resigned  his  seat)  has  returned  a republican  by  a 
majority  of  from  1500  to  2000  votes. 

Maryland  election. — Two  returns  have  been  made 
by  the  judges  of  Alleghany  county,  one  from  each 
district  being  convened  to  make  tile  usual  return. 
Tour  of  the  judges  have  returned  four  “federalists” 
with  a note  stating  an  “irregularity”  in  one  of  the 
districts;  and  two  of  the  judges  have  absolutely 
returned  three  republicans  and  one  federalist  as 
the  voice  of  the  people  directed.  All  the  judges 
are  “federalists.**  From  the  information  afforded, 
whether  of  the  flimsy  pretence  to  vitiate  the  elec- 
lection,  or  the  public  feeling  respecting  it,  we  give 
our  opinion  that  those  highest  in  yot<j  will  obtainj 


We  have  no  European  news  since  our  last. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  *ft03(  PAGE  120. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Re  t> aster 

625.  “ His  majesty's”  schooner  Julia,  captured  by 
commodore  Chauncey  on  Lake  Ontario. 

626.  “ His  majesty's”  schr.  Growler,  captured  by 
ditto  on  ditto. 

627.  628,  629.  Tlu*ee  of  “ his  majesty's ” gun  ves- 
sels captured  by  ditto  on  ditto. 

630.  One  of  “ his  majesty's ” gun  vessels  burned 
by  ditto  on  ditto. 


British  Discipline. 

“England  is  a flogged  nation.”  - Cobbcti . 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  on  a recent  debate  on  the  cruelty 
of  military  officers,  in  the  British  house  of  com- 
mons, stated,  that  John  O'Brien , a private  soldier, 
was  by  the  order  of  .col.  Orde,  on  the  Halifax  station, 
for  a small  offence,  loaded  with  a heavy  knapsack, 
in  hot  weather  and  ordered  to  walk  about  all  day, 
allowing  him  no  rest,  and  made  to  take  his  dinner  at 
the  sundial,  standing.  He  then  deserted,  but  sur- 
rendered himself.  For  this  he  was  tried,  and  sen- 
tenced a thousand  lashes  ; but  being  recommended 
to  mercy,  he  received  only  500  of  them  ! ! ! The  ho- 
norable member  stated  a variety  of  other  cases  which 
appeared  before  a court  martial,  respecting  officers 
and  privates.  In  three  years  and  a half,  said  he,  one 

HUNDRED  AND  THITITl'-TWO  THOUSAND  LASHES  had  been 

inflicted  on  a body  of  only  400  men,  exclusive  of 
garrison  and  drum  head  sentences.  And  yet  such 
a cruel,  wanton  and  wicked  nation  as  England,  is 
called  the  “bulwark  of  the  religion  we  profess.’* 


British  import  of  Cotton. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Liverpool,  dated  Aug.  27, 
“ Cotton — In  the  first  seven  months,  1812,  the  im- 
port of  it  was — 

From  America  ...  78,600  bags 

Brazil  and  Lisbon  - - 15,179 

Dutch  colonies  - - 5,930 


Total,  - - - 139,700 

In  the  first  seven  months  of  1813 — 

From  America  - 12,080  bags, 

Brazil  and  Lisbon  - - 45,380 

Dutch  colonies  - - 12,120  ' 

Other  parts  - 12,430 


Total,  - - - 82,010 

Being  a decrease  of  supply  of  57,790  bags,  all  of 
the  largest  size.  The  import  last  month  was  17,500 
bags,  of  which  nearly  5,000.  were  of  the  produce  of 
the  United  States,  received  principally  through  the 
medium  of  neutrals,  and  9,000  from  the  Brazils.” 


POSTSCRIPT. 

We  have  a report  which  appears  worthy  of  credit, 
that  his  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  Morgiana,  carry- 
ing 30  guns,  has  bben  sent  into  Newport,  (R.  1.)  by 
the  privateer  Saratoga,  of  N.  Y.  of  14  guns.  “ If  it 
be  true  we  shall  hear  more  of  it.” 

It  is  stated  that  the  British  force  under  gen.’ Fift- 
een t retreated  from  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George 
on  hearing  of  , the  fall  of  Malden. 
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British  Parliament. 

|The  following-  debate  is,  in  many  respects,  highly 
interesting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I 
the  representation  of  lord  Cochrane  be  true,  how 
humble  is  the  state  of  the  British  sailor  h— if  what 
Mr.  Croker  advances  is  correct,  how  honorable  to 
©ur  own  tars  ! — Little  did  Mr  C.  apprehend  the 
splendid  eulog'uun  he  was  passing  on  the  American 
seamen,  in  the  portrait  he  gave  of  the  gallantly 
of  those  they  so  easily  conquered.] 

JULT,  1813. — STATE  OF  THE  JTAVT. 

Lord  Cochrane  rose  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to 
tall  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  present  state 
of  the  navy.  He  would  not  long  trespass  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  In  order  to  place  before  them 
in  a clear  and  perspicuous  manner  his  sentiments  up- 
on this  most  important  subject,  he  had  embodied 
them  in  a resolution,  which  members  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  perusing,  and  weighing  with  due 
deliberation  during  the  period  of  adjournment,  and 
the  truth  of  which  they  would  thus  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  ascertaining.  He  could  only  say,  that  to  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  which  he  should  state,  he 
could  most  fully  pledge  himself.  He  would  then 
content  himself  with  reading  his  resolution,  and 
should  reserve  whatever  else  he  might  have  to  ofier 
to  the  house  till  he  heard  whether  any  objection 
should  be  made — an  event  which  he  did  not  antici- 
pate, as  he  saw  not  upon  what  ground  objection 
could  rise.  The  noble  lord  then  read  the  following 
resolution : 

“That  the  honor  of  his  majesty’s  crown,  the  glory 
and  safety  of  the  country,  does  in  a great  degree 
depend  on  the  maintenance,  especially  in  time  of 
war,  of  an  efficient  naval  establishment.  That  du- 
ring  the  late  and  present  war  with  France,  splendid 
victories  have  been  gained  by  his  majesty’s  fleets  and 
vessels  of  war,  over  a vast  superiority  in  the  num- 
ber of  guns  and  men,  and  in  the  weight  of  metal. — 
That  these  victories,  gained  under  such  circum- 
stances, were  obtained  by  the  skill  and  intrepidity 
of  the  officers,  and  by  the  energy,  zeal  and  valor 
©f  the  crews.  That  during  the  present  war  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  his  majesty’s  naval 
service  has,  in  several  instances,  experinced  defeat, 
in  a manner,  and  to  a degree,  unforeseen  and  unex- 
pected by  this  house,  by  the  admiralty,  and  by  the 
country  at  large.  That  the  cause  of  these  lamenta- 
ble defeats  is  not  any  superiority  possessed  by  the 
enemy,  either  in  skill  or  valor,  nor  the  well  known 
difference  in  the  weight  of  metal,  which  heretofore 
has  been  deemed  unimportant ; but  arises  chiefly 
from  the  decayed  and  heartless  state  of  the  crews  of 
his  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  compared  with  their 
former  energyi  and  zeal — and  compared,  on  the 
other  hand,  with  the  freshness  and  vigor  of  the 
crews  of  the  enemy.  That  it  is  an  indisputable  fact, 
that  long  and  ultimated  confinement  to  a ship,  as 
well  as  to  any  other  particular  spot,  and  especially 
when  accompanied  with  the  diet  necessarily  that  of 
ships  of  war,  and  a deprivation  of  the  usual  recrea- 
tions of  man,  seldom  fails  to  produce  a rapid  decay 
of  the  physical  powers — the  natural  parent,  in  such 
cases,  of  despondency  of  jnind.  That  the  late  and 
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present  war  against  France  (including  a short  inter 
val  of  peace,  in  which  the  navy  was  not  paid  off) 
have  lasted  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  that  a 
new  naval  war  has  recently  commenced.  That  the 
duration  of  the  term  of  service  in  his  majesty’s  navy 
is  absolutely  without  any  limitation  : and  that  therfc 
is  no  mode  provided  for  by  law,  for  the  fair  and  im- 
partial discharging  of  men  therefrom  ; and  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  practice,  decay,  disease,  in- 
curable wounds,  or  death,  can  alone  procure  the  re- 
lease of  any  seaman,  of  whatever  age,  or  whatever 
length  of  service.  That  seamen  who  have  become 
wholly  unfit  for  active  service,  are,  in  place  of  be- 
ing discharged  and  rewarded,  according  to  their 
merits  and  their  sufferings,  transferred  to  ships  on 
harbor  duty,  where  they  are  placed  under  officers 
wholly  unacquainted  with  their  character  and  form- 
er conduct,  who  have  no  other  means  to  estimate 
them,  but  on  the  scale  of  their  remaining  activity 
and  bodily  strength  ; where  there  is  no  distinction 
made  between  the  former  petty  officer  and  the  com- 
mon seaman ; between  youth  and  age ; and  when 
those  worn  out  and  wounded  seamen,  who  have 
spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives,  or  have  lost  their 
health  in  the  service  of  their  country,  have  to  per- 
form a duty  more  laborious  than  that  of  the  convict 
felons  in  the  dock  yards  ; and  with  this  remarkable 
distinction,  that  the  labors  of  the  latter  have  a 
known  termination.  That  though  the  seamen,  thus 
transferred,  and  thus  employed,  have  all  been  inva- 
lided, they  are  permitted  to  re-enter  sliips  of  war  on 
actual  service  : and  that  such  is  the  nature  of  the 
harbor  duty,  that  many,  in  order  to  escape  from 
it,  do  so  re-enter ; there  being  no  limitation  as  to 
the  number  of  times  of  their  being  invalided,  ot 
that  of  their  re-entering.  That  to  obtain  a dis- 
charge  from  the  navy,  by  purchase,  the  sum  of  eigh- 
ty pounds  sterling  is  required  by  the  admiralty, 
which  together  with  other  expenses,  amount  to 
twenty  times  the  original  bounty,  and  is  equal  to  all 
that  a seaman  can  save,  with  the  most  rigid  econo- 
my, during  the  average  period  in  which  he  is  capa- 
ble of  service  ; that  this  sum  is  demanded  aide* 
from  men  of  all  ages  and  of  all  lengths  of  servitudes 
from  those  pensioned  for  wounds,  and  also  from 
those  invalided  for  harbor  duty;  thus  converting 
the  funds  of  Greenwich  and  the  reward  of  former 
services  into  a means  of  recruiting  the  navy  ; that 
such  is  the  horror  which  seamen  have  of  this  us«- 
less  prolongation  of  their  captivity,  that  those  who 
are  able,  in  order  to  escape  from  it,  actually  return 
into  the  hands  of  government  all  those  fruits  of  their 
toil  which  formerly  they  looked  to  as  the  means  of 
some  little  comfort  in  their  old  age.  That  besides 
these  capital  grievances,  tending  to  perpetuate  the 
impress  service,  there  are  others  worthy  the  serious 
attention  of  this  house.  That  the  petty  officers  and 
seamen  on  board  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels 
of  war,  though  absent  on  foreign  stations  for  many 
years,  receive  no  wages  until  their  return  home,  ana 
are  of  course  deprived  of  the  comfort#  which  those 
wages  paid  at  short  intervals,  w ould  procure  them  ; 
that  this  is  now  more  severely  felt,  owing  to  the  re- 
cent practice  of  postponing  declarat  ions  of  war  until 
long  after  the  war  has  been  actually  begun  ; by  whifh 
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tne-ans  the  navy  is  deprived  under  1 lie  name  of  droits,  i 
of  the  first  fruits  and  greatest  proportion  of  the 
prize  monev  to  winch  they  have  heretofore  been  enti- 
tled ; and  thus,  and  by  the  examinations  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty,  the  proportion  of  captures 
Which  at  last  devolves  to  the  navy  is  much  too  small 
to  produce  those  effects  which  formerly  were  so  be- 
neficial to  the  country  ; that  while  their  wages  are! 
Withheld  from  them  abroad,  wnen  paid  at  home, 
tyhieh,  to  prevent  desertion,  usually  takes  place  on 
the  day  before  they  sail  out  again,  having  no  oppor- 
tunity to  go  on  shore,  they  are  compelled  to  buy 
slops  of  Jews  on  board,  or  receive  them  from  go- 
vernment 15  per  cent,  higher  than  their  acknowledg- 
ed value;  and  being  paid  in  bank  notes,  -t hey  are 
naturally  induced  to  exchange  them  for  money  cur- 
rent in  other  countries,  and  which  it  is  no'orious 
that  t hoy  do  at  an  enormous  loss  ; that  the  recovery 
of  the  pay  and  prize  money  by  the  widows,  chil- 
dren, or  relatives  of  .seamen,  is  rendered  as  difficult 
as  possible  : and  finally,  the  regulations  with  regard 
to  passing  of  the  examination  requisite,  previous 
tp  an  admission  to  the  benefits  of  Greenwich  hospi- 
tal, subject  the  disabled  seamen  to  so  many  difficul- 
ties, and  to  such  long  delays,  thsit  in  numerous  cases, 
he  is  compelled  to  beg  his  way  in  the  pursuit  of  a 
booh,  tlie  amount  of  which,  even  in  event  of  the 
loss  of  both  eyes,  or  of  both  arms,  does  not  equal 
th  it  of  tlie  common  board  wages  of  a footman. — 
That  one  of  the  best  and  strongest  motives  to  me- 
ritorious conduct  in  military  and  naval  men,  is  the 
prospect  of  promotion,  while  such  promotion  is,  at 
the  same  time,  free  of  additional  expense  to  the  na- 
tion ; but  that  in  tlie  British  naval  service,  this  power- 
fit!  and  honorable  inciteTnen.t  has  ceased  to' exist, 
seeing  that  the  means  of  rewarding  merit  has  been 
almost  wholly  withdrawn  from  naval  commanders  in 
chief,  under  whose  inspection  services  are  perform- 
ed.; in  fact  it  is  amattterof  perfect. notoriety.,  that 
it  has  become  next  to  impossible  for  a meritorious 
subordinate  petty  officer  or  seaman  to-  rise  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  ; that  in  scarcely  any  instance  promo- j 
ti  n or  employment  is  now  to  be  obtained  in  the 
navy,  through  any  other  means  than  what  is  called 
parliamentary  interest — that,  is,  the  corrupt  influ- 
ence of  boroughs.  That  owing  to  these  causes,  chief- 
ly, the  crews  of  his  nv  jesty’s  ships  of  war  have,  in 
general,  become  in  a very  considerable  degree  worn 
out  and  disheartened,  and  inadequate  to  the  per- 
formance, with  their  wonted  energy  and  effect,  of 
those  arduous  duties  winch  belong  to  the  naval  ser- 
vice ; and  that  hence  has  arisen  by  slow  and  imper- 
ceptible degrees,  the  enormous  augmentation  of 
our  ships  and  men,  while  the  naval  force  of  our  ene- 
mies is  actually  much  less  th rrn  in  former  years. — 
Thai,  as  a remedy  for  this  alarming  national  evil,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  grievances  of  the 
navy,  some  of  . which  only  have  been  recited  above, 
should  be  redressed  ; that  a limitation  of  live  dura- 
tion of  service  should  be  adopted,  accompanied  with 
the  certainty  of  a suitable  reward,  not  subject  to  any 
of  .the  effects  of  partiality,  and  that  measures  should  ! 
be  taken to  cause  the  comfortable  situations  in  ihej 
ordinary  of  the  dock  yard, — the  places  of  porters,  I 
messengers,  &c.  &c.  in  and  about  the  offices  be 
longmg  to  live  sea  service,  the  under  wardens  of  the 
nav.il . forests,  &c. — to  be  bestowed  on  meritorious 
c&c  < ved  -petty  officers  and  seamen,  instead  of  Ik  mg, 
ss  teev  now  generally  are,  tlie  wages  of  corruption 
in  ’borough  elections.  That  this  house,  convinced 
that  a decrease  of  energy  of  character  cannot  by 
compensated  by  an  augmentation  of  the  number  of 
ships,  guns,  and  men,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  a 
grievous  pecuniary  burden  to  the  country,  will,  at 
aa  #ariy  period  noxt  session,  institute  an  enquiry  by 


special  committee,  or  otherwise,  into  tlie  mattes 
above  stated,  and  particularly  w ith  a view  to  dis- 
pensing suitable  rewards  to  seamen  ; that  they  wilt 
invje-,tigale  the  state  of  the  fund  of  Greenwich  hos- 
pital, and  ascertain  whether  it  is  necessary  to  apply 
b : droits  of  the  admiralty,  and. droits. of  the  crovvn, 
as  the  natural  first  means  of  compensation  to  those 
who  have  acquired  them  by  their  valour,  their  prm 
, vat  ions  «nd  their  sufferings.” 

Sir  Francis  Bui  dett  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C;  oker  said,  he  should  think  himself -wanting 
in  duty  to  the  house,  if  he  did  not  at  once  assure 
them,  that  except  the  very  opening  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  just  been  read  from  the  chair,  there 
was  not  one  statement  which  was  not  unfounded  in 
fact,  or  exaggerated  in  the  highest  degree.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  had  only  to  lament  that  the  noble  lord 
had  not  brought  forward,  this  subject  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session,  so  that  his  statements  might 
have  been  refuted  in  a manner  more  decided,  al- 
though, perhaps  not  more  satisfactorily  than  they 
would  be  on  the  present  occasion.  He  was  surprised 
that  the  noble  lovely  should  have  ve»i  tired  to  submit 
to  the  house  a resolution  bearing  upon  its  face  such 
evident  marks  of  its  own  falsehood — a resolution,  so 
replete  as  it  was  with  the  most  unfounded  calumny, 
and  with  such  distortion  of  facts — who  but  the  noble 
lord  would  have  ever  dreamed  of  such  an  insinua- 
tion as  that  the  late  victories  gained  by  the  Ameri- 
can navy  over  the  British  Sag  had  been  attributable, 
not  to  the  inequality  of  force,  but  to  tlie  misconduct 
and  pusilanimity  of  our  sailors'  ? (Hear,  hear.) — . 
What 1 he  would  ask,  was  the  crew  of  the  Java  dis- 
pirited when  she  was  taken  ? (Hear.)  When  the 
Macedonian  was  taken,  was  her  crew  sunk  in  apa- 
thy and  broken-hearted  ? (Hear,  hear. ) So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  he. could  state  from  his  own 
knowledge*  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  actions  m 
which  these  vessels  were  engaged,  and  in  which  they 
had  fought  with  so  much  honor  to  themselves,  and. 
so  much  glory  to  the  British  name,  when  almost  all 
hopes  bad  failed,  their  spirit  and  valor  still  remain- 
ed unsubdued  ; and  instead,  as  the  noble  lord  would 
have  Live  house  to  believe,  of  sinking  amidst  the 
weight  of  their  misfortunes,  they  cheered  each 
other,  with  reiterated  shouts  of.  encouragement  ; 
and  those  cheers  invariably  commenced  amongst  the 
wounded  in  the  cockpit!  Did  this,  lie  would  de- 
mand of  the  noble  lord,  show  any  tiling  like  a crew 
disheartened  ? Did  this  show  a British  sailor  to  be 
aught  but  what  lie  had  ever  proved  himself  to  be  ? 
Did  tins  tend  to  tarnish,  or  to  diminish  the  lustre 
which  had  ever  attended  the  career  of  the  British 
navy  ? (Hear,  hear.)  With  these  facts  before  the 
house  and  die  country,  was,  he  not  authorized  to 
call  upon  the  noble  lord  to  state,  how  he  could  pre- 
sume to  ask  the  house  to  vote  for  his  resolution  ? 
Another  fact  he  would  state,  which  he  supposed  the 
noble  lord  would  construe  into  a new  proof  of  the 
apathetical  and  disheartened  state  of  our  sailors. — 
That  to  which  he  alluded,  was  the  conduct  of  John 
Humble,  the  boatswain  of  the  Java,  who,  it  would 
be  seen  on  his  examination  before  a court  martial, 
amongst  other  facts,  stated,  that  having  had  his 
arm  carried  aw:  v,  he  went  below  to  tire  surgeon, 
and,  had  his  stump  “pul  to  rights, as  he  termed  it:, 
by  having  the  tourniquet  applied  to  it,  returned  to 
the  (leek  and  cheered  the  hoarders  with  his  pipe. — 
(Hear,  hear.)'  Was  this  a proof  of  any  diminution 
of  British  vaior,  or  of  a falling  off  in  tlie  character 
and  spirit  of  those  brave  men,  who,  until  libelled 
and  blown  upon  by  the  ndiije  lord,  had  stood  above 
the  most  distant  imputation  of  misconduct  ? In  tlie 
same  degree  as  this  part  of  tlie  resolution  of  the  no- 
ble lord  was  incorrect,  so  was  all  the  rest.  With 
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rpetd  to  the  fact  stated,  of  80 1.  being  demanded  | Mr.  Wrottesley  bore  test! 
• tiie  dischnnre  of  everv  seaman  from  the  naw,  j the  naval  public  officers. 


for  die  discharge  or  every  seaman 
nothing  coti'id  he  more  unfounded.  The  truth  was, 
that  80/.  certainly  was  demanded  for  the  discharge 
or  an  able  seaman  ; but  in  proportion  as  the  ability 
and  usefulness  of  the  nun  diminished  so  did  the 
sum  required  for  his  discharge.  For  instance,  an 


lltnony  to  the  facility  in 


If 

Mr.  Stainforth  opposed  the  resolution. 

Lord  Cochrane  replied.  He  said  he  was  not  disv 
pleased  at  the  warmth  with  which  his  disposition 
had  been  niet.  Ii  certainly  would  be  injurious  to  no 


out  fee,  but  received  a pension  for  the  remainder  partly  from 

was 
to 
such 

cleat  to  effect  that  object,  had  the  noble  lord  m urn  j ™Vne  ri-ht  honorable  secretary  had 

t dned  so  much  authority  over  them  as  he  did  in ! challenged  him  to  s how  an  lUstance  of  an  ciSfccr  hav- 
former  times-a  circumstance  which,  happily  there |"M?  purchased  has  discharge  from  such  service.  He 
was  much  reason  to  doubt.  'The  noble  lord  had 


talked  also  ot  Corruption,  and  had  said,  that  pro- 
motions c;uld  only  be  obtained  by  means  of  corrup- 
tion and  parliamentary  influence.  He  would  a: :1c  the 
noble  lord,  it*  his  promotion  was  the  effect  of  Cor- 
ruption ? (Hear,  hear,  hear.)  Was  the  red  ribbon 
which  was  given 'to  him,  for  the  first  time  to  a man 
of  ills  rank,  the  effect  ot  parliamentary  influence  ? — 
(hear,  hear!) — And  was  the  promotion  of  many 
other  men  whom  he  could  name,  if  it  would  not  be 
in  some  degree  invidious,  to  be  attributed  to  such 


would  n une  a Mr.  Ford,  who  had  served  with  hirrf 
in  the  Imperieuse,  who  had  done  so  ; and  Nelson* 
his  cockswain  of  that  vessel,  had  been  placed  in 
harbor  service,  and  had  returned  to  him  ; and  ano- 
ilier  person  of  the  name  of  Farley  of  the  Leda,  had 
three  times  left,  that  degrading  service,  and  had  each 
time  returned  to  him,  and  died  with  him,  complete- 
ly worn  out  in  the  service.  These  were  facts  which 
iie  was  prepared  to  prove  at  the  bar,  as  he  was  all 
those  which  had  been  denied  with  so  much  warmth 
>y  tiie  right  honorable’ secretary.  To  show  further* 


an  unworthy  cause  ? It  was  easy,  however,  for  the  that  the  crews  of  British  ships  of  war  Were  une- 
' w*0Olquai  to  themselvesjieretoiore,  he  would  relate  What 


ressing  a nope,  i.iiat  u me  hook;  tom  | 
dared  to  press  it  to  a division,  tiiat  tiie  house  Would 
leave  him  in  such  a minority  as  would  prove  tiie  in- 
dignation with  which  it  was  regarded  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Lockheart  entreated  the  noble  lord  to  with- 
draw a resolution  so  inconsistent  with  the  charac- 
ter which  his  lordship  had  always  born,  nd  so  hos- 
tile to  every  feeling  which  the  house  had  ever  enter- 
tained towards  the  British  navy. 

Sir  F.  liurdett  thought  there  was  sufficient  reason 


than  h s own  crew,  consisting  of  248.  If  the  right 
honorable  secretary  doubted  this  fact,  he  might  ia- 
quire,  and  he  would  easily  verify  it.  The  noble 
lord  had  heard  that  the  sailor*  taken  prisoners  by 
the  Americans,  had  been  found  running  away  in  the 
back  settlements  ; that  forty  of  them  had  been 
brought  b..ck  by  force,  and  that  from  the  manifes- 
tation of  jhis  .propensity,  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
Ira!  been  broken  off.  The  lateness  of  the  period  at 
' Inch  he  had  brought  forward-  his  resolution  had 
been  ccmpl  ioed  of.  He  did  intend  ro  bring  in  a bill 
to  limit  the  term  of  service,  but  circumstances  had 
(prevented  him  ; but  he  would  carry  his  intention  in- 


next  session.  With  respect  to  par- 
noe,  the  right  honorable  secretary* 


stated  by  the  noble  lord  for  an  inquiry,  and  the  very 
doubts  which  were  urged  by  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Croker)  proved  to  him  most  strongly 
the  necessity  of  that  inquiry.  He  would  agree  that! to  effect  in  the  n 
the  period  of  the  session  at  which  the  matter  had  liamentary  inflm 
been  brought  forward  was  too  advanced,  yet  if  the  (had  asked,  whether  he  had  found  it  of  service  to 
resolution  was  rejected  now,  he  hoped  the  noble  himself  in  his  profession  ? lie  certainly  had  not,  be- 
cause lie  hud  never  prostituted  his  vole  for  that  pur- 
pose ; but  he  had  no  doubt  others  had  found  that  in- 
fluence of  great  avail.  When  lie  again  brought  for- 
ward the  subject,  lie  should  prove  ail  the  facts  lie 
had  adduced,  and  he  hoped  so  much  ignorance  of 
the  subject  Would  not  then  be  found  to  prevail. 

Air.  Crpker  replied  to  the  questions  put  by  lore! 
Cochrane,  that  the  government  had, at  all  times  been 
very  watchful  over  the  harbor  duty,  but  that  it  had 
not  taken  any  new  steps  since  the  suggestions  of  tha 
noble  lord.  He  had  never  heard  that  the  sailors 
taken  prisoners  by  the  Americans,  had  been  found, 
running  away  to  the  back  settlements  ; nor  of  forty 
men  being  brought  back  by  force.  The  exchange  of 
prisoners-  was  broken  off,  in  consequence  of  some 
wrong  done  to  the  British  seamen,  and  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  fault  ol  theirs. 

The  resolution  was  then  negatived  without  a dt<* 
vision.. 


lord  would  renew  the  subject  at  an  early  part  of  the 
ensuing  session.  He  would  not,  however,  advise 
Fie  noble  lord  to  withdraw  his  resolution  after  die 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  stigmatized  by  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Croker.) 

Mr.  Rose  in  the  fullest  manner  denied  all  that  dud 
been  advanced  by  the  noble  lord,  with  respect  either 
to  the  difficulty  of  sailors  receiving  their  pay  or  the 
prize  money.  | 

Mr.  Calcraft,  in  terms  of  great  animation,  com- 
plimented Mr.  Croker  on  the  speech  which  he  had 
made,  and  observed,  that  the  resolution  of  the  no- 
ble lord  was  calculated  to  do  more  mischief  in  the 
British  navv,  than  any  oilier,  plan  which  could  be 
devised.  The  honorable  gentleman  then  defended 
the  character  of  the  British  sailors  with  becoming 
zeal  and  energy,  and  concluded  by  expressing  a 
hope,  that  the  resolution  would  meet  in  that  house 
the  fatqit  so  eminently  deserved. 
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Barbarities  of  the  Enei 


‘uiy. 


remained  with  me;  at  the 
; Praetor  " 


same  time  I informed  eolonef 


Pioetor  o.  my  apprehensions  for  the  saf  ty  of  the  wounded  and 
[tin-  surgeons  ; h - i-  pli  d,  lie  undtr  no  apprehensions,  jou  will  he 
, p fleetly  sale,  I will  plac.-  >ou  under  the  special  care  of  th  chiefs 
until  morning,  nr.il  wry  early  I will  send  eoiv-vanc-ts  for  the 
i wounded  and  yourst  If  to  Amb  -rstihurg.  Shortlv  after,  I was  re- 
qu.-sted  to  ascirlan.  the  number  and  rank  ofili.*'womided,aiid  in 
so  doing,  was  assisted  by  a British  orHc-r  (wh  s na  oe  1 did  not 
3.  ( k low)  to  whom  I likewis.-  communicated  my  appr  fusions 

s if  t)  ; he  inamf  si  d some  irritation  at  my  doubts  of  British  honor 
magnanimity,  and  assured  me  prot  cii.m  would  be  a lorded  nn 


DOCUMENTS 

Afimtipanying  the  report  i f the  commute  of  the  home  of  represen- 
tuliocs,  unpointed  to  enquire  into  the  spiru  and  manner  in  which  ''•’•I'ning,  and 

the  rear  hot  been  wa^ed  by  the.  enemy.  j wounded  and  vourst 

(Conclud  'd  fro  o >agc  125.) 

No.  VII 1. 

NichJiijt'ii.e,  Kentucky , April  241  h,  1813. 

SIR,— Yottrs  of  the  5th  instant,  r;  questing  me  to  give  you  a, 

Statement  / e-  ciing  the  ial  • disast.  r at  Freneh'town,  was  duly ^ amiass.ii-.  u me  pim  cu.m  would  be  a forded  me. 

r ceiveti.  Hi-»t  assured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  sensations  the  most!  hif‘eog*.g*.U  in  tins  business,  oite  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
unpleasant  that  I undertake  to  recount  tin*  infamous  and  barba-,  Wu*‘"ded  was  crowded  with  indians  who  w -re  p *ac*  able,  but  one 
tous  conduct  of  the  British  and  indium  aft.  r tin-  battle  of  the!0  t"‘m\v:,o  could  speak  E iglish,  admonished  the  Britisli  officer 
22d  of  January.  The  blood  runs  cold  in  my  Veins  when  I think  of  it.  | 0 tne  propriety  oi  stationing  interpreters  in  the  houses.  Upon  my 
On  the  morning  of  the  23,-1,  snortly  aft  r light,  six  or  eight  i rc*am  *roia  l;,iS  business  to  the  ro  mi  I occupied,  and  which  was 
Indians  came  to  tite  house  of  Jean  Babtiste  J*  rcamne,  where  I was  ; f,',:.1?*>?rl  [‘T  r,,^  wmni'led  officers,  Ijivt,  and  was  made  acquainted 

I'isited 
bo 
si  hie 
not 
call 

„..v  — , r *i.i  , j - ....  «... ^ house 

the  massacre  of  the  wounded  prisoners.  1 was  one  amongst  iliej!1.1  A.mi.-r»tsburg,  Where  he  should  remain  until  r cov  r *d,  assuring 
first  that,  was  taken  prisoner,  ami  was  taken  to  a horse  a’tout  *%'.Pf'ai*.-dlypso  dang.  r was  to  be  appr*  bended,  and  if  possible 
twenty  paces  from  tin*  home  alter  being  divested  of  part  of  my  i a'i;wou‘“  v^matn  h*‘a  th;*t  mght.  In  the  afternoon  captain 

oloth  - - ‘ ' * 

prefe 

Hickman  at  the  door,  togi  « «v*«.  v*..» ..  v.» — ...  . , . 

was  not  acquainted.  Supposing  a g. m-ral  massacre  had  coin- 1 tlj*yuS‘hi  (for  my  dtur-s  r quiivd  my  a*  tent  ion  nearly  all  the 

inenc.d,  I nia  I an  effort  to  get  to  a house  about  one  hunthe  i i Y*  hth  ,nfe*'i'1';'tcrs  suddenly  disappeared.  About  an  hour  alter 
yards  distant,  wf;S,eh  contained  a numlier  of  wounded,  but,  on  my  j nt, the  Indians  began  t«>  colhct  in  th**  town,  and  commenced 
reaching  the  hous  , to  mv  great  mortification,  found  it  suvrotfmlea  : P'uUtk*rnig  the  houses  in  which  the  wound-d  were  placed,  ami 
*-  n..a — ...  ->  -.e  ...  ~ ..  .: then  stopped,  them  and  myself  of  our  clothing.  At  this  tihn*  the 


trity  paces  from  tin*  bouse  after  bring  divested  of  part  of  my  ! - u *u  *e.uai.i  won  nim  tnat  inglit.  I*i  the  afternoon  captain 

thi-.g,  and  commanded  by  signs  th  re  to  remain  for  l'urth -r  i and  every  British  officer  left  the  encampment,  leaving 

Imb.  Shortly  after  being  there,  i saw-  th in  knock  down  captain  } ’*  Vuve  interpreters.  From  the  repeated  assurances,  my  ap- 

.‘kman  at  (be  door,  togetlier  with  several  others  wuh  wliom  I I”  hensioits  w r • quieted ; for  who  could  doubt  ? About  one  hour 


by  Italians,  which  pr  eluded  the  possibility  of  my  giving  notice  to  , upped  mem  and  myself  of  our  clothing.  At  this  time  lh< 

tie  unfortunate  victims  of  savage  barbarity.  An  Indian  clii.  f of  the  j 1001,1  ~ *,  °ceuj>nd  was  crowd  *d  with  indians.  and  captain  Hart’i 
Tama  tribe,  by  the  name  of  McCarty,  gave  me  poss  ession  oi  It  s . wound  already  painful,  b ing  injured  by  them,  I conveyed  him  tc. 
liovse  and  blanket,  telling,  me  by  signs,  to  lead  the  horse  to  the  !a*J  a<l|oming  house  witich  bad  been  p!uud**ivd  and  was  empty, 
house  which  I had  just  before  left,  'l'lie  Indian  that  first  took  tin  , * m>-‘t  the  indian  (who  on  th**  preceding  day  had  reouestf-d 


house  which  I had  jus;  before  left.  The  unban 
by  this  time  came  up  and  manifested  a hostile  disposition  towar 


. . - preceding  day  Had  requested 

that  interpreters  shoulu  b*-  left)  and  he  knew  my  rank.  He  inquired 


vy  mis  iim.e  came  up  anu  manir.-steu  a Hostile  atsposiiiou  towards  : * * .............  ...  aim  ne  ivnew  n.\  rants,  tie  inquired 

me,  by  raising  his  tomahawk  as  if  to  give  me  the  fatal  blow,  w-lech  : s,ll‘&eons  w re  l ft  and  why  the  w-onud^l  wer  left?  ^ 

nrev.  nted  hv  my  very  good  friend  McCarty.  On  my  l'eachiiig  ; J'  lJi‘vU  it  was  tile  Wish  of  colonri  Proctor  we  should  remain  until 
house  w hich  I had  first  started  from,  1 saw  the  Indians  take  j f . C0U  ( SLlK(.  for  us ; and  captain  Hart  informed  him  captain 


was 
the 

off  sevgrai  prisoners,  w hom  I uft*.rw:.rds  saw  in  the  road,  in  a most 
niaegl'  d condition,  and  entirely  stript  of  their  clothing. 

Messrs.  Bradford,  S«-*rls,  Turner  and  Blythe,  w ere  collected  round 
a earriole  which  contained  artid*  s taken  by  the  indians  from  the 
citizens.  W.  had  all  been  placed  there  by  our  respective  cantors, 


was  a friend  of  his  ami  was  to  call  for  him  that  morning. 
He  shook  his  head  significantly,  and  replied  they  were  damned 
rascals,  or  we  would  have  been  taken  off  the  preceding  Hay.  ^ 
Indian  informed  me  every  individual  wmtkl  be  kill  d,  and  r quei 
me  to  be  quiet,  tor  the  ehr  fs  were  then  in  council  nod  “may  lie, 
only  tne  wounded  would  be  killed.  Captain  Hart  o f red  him  one 


The 
quested 


Except  Blythe,  who  came  where  we  were,  entreating  an  .indian  to  , , wounueci  would  he  killed.  Captain  Hart  o.f  re 

©onvev  him  to  Malden,  promtsi  ’gto  give  him  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  , L<  dollars  to  take  liirn  to  Malden.  He  replieil,  y 

.V  . ° /.  ° - J ’ lia.  iv  uiiniiiU  Tr!.tl_  .....  • ..  »• 


and,  whilst  in  (lie  act  of  pleading  for  mercy,  an  indian  nunvsavag 
than  the  other  stepped  up  behind  hint,  tomahawked,  stripped  and 
scalp'  d him.  The  next  that  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  houses 


vou  are  too 


ly  woundeo.  While  we  were  conversing,  one  of  the  wounded 
was  tomanawked  at  our  feet.  Shortly  after,  the  indian  returned  and 
to.d  me,  I was  prisoner,  and  must  go.  I was  taken  by  tile  indian  to 


on  fire  that  contained  stv.iv.i  woiuul-d  whom  1 knew  were  not  it'15-  house  I had  k-ft.  and  there  discovered  that  captain  Hickman 
able  to  g.-t  out.  After  the  hous*'s  wi-re  m arly  consunn-d,  t»i*  *7  two  others  had,  itt  my  alisence,’ been  tomahawk *-d.  scaipt,and 
m rived  marching  orders,  and  after  arriving  at  Sandy  creek  the  waf  r'c;j :!TU'  taken  by  tin . indian* towards  Malden  about 

Indians  called  a half,  and  com  “ | ” *“ 5~ 

and  eating-  a little  sweetened 
Turner  and  myself  received  som 


neiictcl  cooking ; after  preparing  I ouf  A caun-  to  the  encampment  of  tin-  British  wounded, 

gruel,  Messrs.  Bradford,  Sear)*,  ipU<  !1,?t  ca.l,ta,:!  Hluottand  the  sui*g*on  of  the  41st  regiment. 

t*  and  were  eating,  when  an  indian  j ■*‘*>hoU  immediately  recognized  me,  and  inquired  the  cause 

dime  up  and  proposed  exchanging  Ins  moekusons  fin*  Mr.  Scarfs’  ot  s>tu:s(!ou.  I iuior.uod  him  what  had  taken  place,  and  re- 
which  he  readily  complied  with.  They  then  exchanged  hats, ! ^u' sl7  , 10  t.°  st',M^  immediately,  tliat  some  who 


shoes, 

after  which  the  ind 
itiin,  at  the  same  lime 
raised  Ids 

into  the  cavity  of  thy  hotly.  Semis  then  Caugl 
hawk  and  appeared  to  resist,  and  upon  my  telling  him  that  his  fate 
was  inevitable,  lie  closed  his  eyes  and  received  tlie  savage  blow 
viiieh  tenni.iaied  his  existriice.  I was  near  enough  to  him  to  re- 
ceive the  brains  and  blood,  aft  r the  fatal  blow,  on  my  blanket. 
A short  time  after  the  d 'util  of  Searls,  1 saw-  three  otlnrs  share  a 
similar  fate.  WV  then  set  out  for  Brownstown.  which  plat-  w; 
readied  about  twelve  or  one  o’clock  at  night.  After  being  exposed 
to  several  hours  incessant  rain  in  reaching  that  place,  we  wi  re  put 
into  the  council  house,  the  floor  of  which  was  partly  covered  with 
water;  ar  which -place  we  remained  until  next  morning,  when  w* 
again  received  marching  ord  -rs  for  their  village  on  the  river  U.mge, 
wliich  place  we  made  that  day.  where  I was  kept  six  days,  tlnn 
taken  to  Detroit  and  sold.  For  a more  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, I lake  th  * lib* Tty  of' referring  you  to  a publication  which 
appeared  in  the  public  prints,  signed  by  ensign  J.  L.  Baker;  and 
16  the  publication  of  judge  Woodward'  both  of  which  1 haw  par- 
ticularly examined  and  find  them  to  bo  literally  correct,  so  far  as 
. camy  under  my  notice. 

I am  air,  with  due  regard,  your  fellow-citizen, 

GUSTAVUS  M.  BOWER. 

• Surgeon's  -mate  5th  regt.  Kty,  volunteers. 

Jessamine  county,  to  tv  it. : 

1 his  day  Gustavos  M.  JBow.  r personally  came  befiire  nie,  John 
wealths’  iltstices  of  the  nine.'"  in  and  fm. 


«...  *.  .......  Lu^l  ,.n ... , u nan,  i - 1 , *1.  ...  — * — * vi  - — --  ......  ..  re  badly 

m inquired  how  many  men  Harrison  had  wuh  j wotl‘m  0 might  n still  alive,  and  could  b~  savetl,  ami  particularly 

* calling  Searls  a Wasitiugfui;  or  Madison,  tiie.i  j aa,Hc<*  Hnrt,  for  whom  he -manifested  much  friendship. 

tomahawk  and  struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  cut  I UapUin  Elliott  r*  plu  tl,  it  is  now  too  lat(\  you  may  r *st  assuret! 
tavitv  of  the  body.  Searls  then  taught  hold  of  tin*  toina-lf  ,at  tous''  w!,°  alv  once*  taken  by  the  Indians  are  safe,  and  will 

be  taken  to  Malden,  and  those  who  are  badly  wounded  are  kill -c| 

! oi  t!lis-.  ^ vepli  d,  many  are  un.-ble  to  walk,  and  some  will  1j« 
kill.  d alter  making  an  effort  and  walking  s wra!  miles,  who 
might  be  saved  ; to  which  he  replied,  eliarilv  begins  at  home,  n.y 
own  wounded  are  to  be  conveyed  first,  and  if  any  sleighs  rem  en, 
they  shall  be  s.-ot  hack  for  your  wounded.  My  anxiety  to  get 
permission  to  return,  ‘in  hopes  of  saving  some  of  the  prisoners, 
inc.uceu  me  at  length  to  make  an  appeal  to  their  avarice.  The 
surgical  instruments  of  th  • detachment  w-re  left  in  the  room  I 
occttpii  tl,  and  I iulormeii  the  surgeon  of  their  value  and  impor- 
tance at  that  time;  he  inunediatc  ly  despatched  an  interpreter  for 
them,  who  returned  with  the  information,  they  were  destroyed 
111  the  burning  of  the  house,  and  gave  additional  confirmation  of 
the  niassacre  of  the  wounded.  I was  released  from  tlte  indians  by 
captain  El.iott  and  the  surgeon.  At  this  time  my  Imither,  who  was 
wounded,  anti  several  others  were  in  possession  of  the  indians,  who 
were  taking"  them  towards  Malden.  I requested  tliejr  release  and 
p rnnssion  for  theni  to  accompany  m«  on  foot,  under  British  pro- 
tection. Captain  Elliott  told  me  it  was  impossible,  and  to  he  under 
no  f at's;  they  were  safe,  (or  ite  knew  the  fidelity  of  tlte  indians 
with  whom  they  were.  When  the  intelligence  of  the  massacre  was 
by  me  communicated  to  captain  Kiliott  and  the  surgeon,  they 
appeared  much  t xasperated,  and  d-*elared  it  was  impossible  to 
restrain  the  savages.  The  cause  In*  then  assigned  to  me  was,  that 


,1  mar,  *'><!  ,.»*  <«(!> “to  &' i",kiM'‘l  «"*  »'”• 

,,,u,v  et«,  ^ ^ of 

Ij>mL  p.ie,!*,*  **,,  iWiu.nnr,  1 ' L*'  I the  event.  During  the  plunder  and  th<*  massacre,  our  wound 


wounded 


MeH  aifioneoftLe  coramonwealths’  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
sail* 
stat 
AJ 

Bledsoe,  esc.  Lexington.  Lexmston  Man  2d  181A  j cwiidetcteri  themsylres  with  the  utmost  composure  and  resignation, 

SIR, -I  received  your  letter  some  time  .ini,  rdntive  u,  the  diLs-  j £,*0^00  wi,ieb  tl,e*'  k,,ew  WouW  b-  1Vui,U  ss*  ai^ 

trous  affair  of  Frenchtowo,  of 220  and  23.1  January  last.  For  the  I Te  ...  i 1 , , „ 

, . ’a..  • ".  * f **1sl*  1(11  ® It  was  asserted  by  colonel  Proctor  m a conversation  at  Am- 

hersts  urg,  that  the  indians  had  got  some  whiskey  in  the  house  we 
wen- stationed,  and  had  become  intoxicated.  That  the  indians  may 
have  had  some  whisk  *y,  I shall  not  deny,  but  I think  I can  safely 
say,  that  they  did  not  procure  it  there,  and  that  was  not  the  cause 
ot  the  massacre,  for  on  the  preceding  days  and  subsequent  to  the 


particulars  of  the  action,  and  the  t<  nus  of  capitulation,  I refer  y 
to  the  official  report  of  general  Winchester,  which  is.  correct  as’ fat 
as  came  within  my  knowledge.  After  the  capitulation  I was  intro- 
duced to  colonel  Proctor,  the  commander  of  the  British  forces  and 
Indians,  as  one  of  die  surviving  sqrgeons,  and  by  him  was  requested 

tt>  attend  to  our  wounded,  who  w re  left  on  the  ground  where  the  I action  of  is.!,  i YV 1» - ^ 

«. fe“£lu.  I ac4ui«Kdl mt m)! teK 
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it  was  all  consumed  by  tlie  British  and  indians  who  1m  l quar- 
»i*ml  in  the  lions  prior  to  the  action  of  the  I8th ; besides  thel 
3 dia-.s  shewed  no  manifestation  of  drunkenness  ; their  deliberate] 
pilfering  and  t!i»*ar  orderly  conduct  throughout,  was  such  as  would 
Slot  be  txp- 1 ted  from  drunken  indians. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Malden  I was  again  solicited  to  take  charge 
t>f  toe  wounded,  the  surgery  was  op  n<  d to  me,  and  I Imd  thi- 
ns- of  the  medicines  and  dressings  necessary,  and  th  y had  as 
comfortable  rooms  as  could  be  procured.  During  our  stay  at 
!MrM>  n some  eight  or  ten  of  the  wounded  wer  ■ brought  in  by  the 
Indians;  several  mad  • their  '’scan  - who  Were  doomed. to  vmssacre 
ami  found  protection  with  the  inhabitants  of  tlr-  territory,  who 
brought  them  into  Malden,  and  several  made  their  escape,  wa  .di  re<l 
In  and  deliver'd  themselves  e;i  at  the  fort.  Prior  to  our  1 avsng 
Malden,  one  poor  fellow  was  brought  in  scalp)  alive  bj  the  indium 
and  delivered  up  to  th  * Britisn,  out  b-for*  I r -ached  him  d ath 
put  an  end  to  his  so. f -rings.  I frequently,  and  on  every  occasion, 
ttrg  d th<*  British  officers  to  e.\  ri  therm  lv-  s ami  procure  the 
release  of  th  wound*  il  from  the  i.uiiuus.  urging  the  necessity  ot 
having  their  wounds  dressed.  In  a conversatio  . on  this  subject 
with  captain  Elliott,  and  while  urging  it,  he  r plied,  to,  indians 
are  excellent  surgeons.  The  prisoners  Were  all  marched  oif  to 
Sandwich  aft-  r remaining  u few  days  at  Malden,  ami  I was  called 
Upon  to  know  how  many  from  the  ir  wounds  w ri  unabl  to  march ; 
who  had  sleighs  furnished  them,  which  was  the  case  during  the 
march  to  fort  G urge.  Before  I conclud  , I must  say,  that  the 
terms  ot  capitulation  Were  violated  in  every  particular  by  the 
enemy.  The  wounded  w re  not  protect  d ; private  property  was 
not  In  ld  sacred;  and  our  side  arms  w re  not  r sior  d.  With  a few 
exceptions,  I was  treated  respectfully  hy  the  Brit. sh  ofiiei  rs,  save 
the  abus*  which  wa.  lavished  on  my  government,  a id  that  was  ny 
Hu  means  sparingly  bestoweti.  I am,  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  TODD,  M.  D 

And  Me  surgeon  to  the  5th  regt.  Kent.  vol.  militia. 

The  hon.  Jesse  Bl-xlso  -. 

The  commonwealth  f Kentucky,  Fayette  county,  ss. 

This  day  doctor  Joan  Todd  ca  ne  b fore  m , John  H.  Morton,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  f >r  said  county,  and  made  oatii  that  the  facts 
stated  in  the  foregoing  lett  r are  snlistmitially  true  to  the  best  of 
bis  knowledge.  Given  under  my  hand  this  3d  day  of  Mac.  1813. 

' JOHN  H.  MORTON. 

State  of  Kentucky,  Pendleton  county . in  the  town  of  Falmouth. 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1 8 13,  I John  Daws  i .,  an  ord  rly  ser- 
in Gluve’s  co  npany  of  the  first  ngiment  Kentucky 


jeant  in  captain 

'volunteer  militia,  being  detailed  oif  ami  attached  to  captain  Wri-I 
Sea  n'ct’s  company,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  18th  January,  and  did 
not  rec  ivc  a wound,  but  ou  the  22d,  about  nine  o’clock,  r -d  ived  a 
shot  under  the  right  arm  which  lodged  between  the  ribs.  After  the 
capitulation  of  our  troops,  there  came  a paymaster  of  the  British 
army  in  the  house  wh  r * i was,  to  tak  tltenum  >er  of  wounded 
that  was  in  the  house ; I asked  what  was  to  be  done  with  us  ; lie 
replied,  don’t  make  yourself  uneasy  a out  that,  yon  shall  lie  pro* 
tected  this  night  by  a strong  guard  which  sliati  be  left  with  you. 
But  to  my  sad  misfortune,  I bund  tlure  were  but  three  interpreters 
1.  ft,  and  in  the  night  an  officer  took  two  of  them  away,  a id  in  the 
morning  the  other  one  said  lie  couidnot  taik  Indian.  So  when  the 
Indians  came  in  the  morning,  they  broke  open  the  doors  of  the 
houses,  began  to  to  nahawk,  scalp  and  plunder,  then  s t fire  to  the 
Lous*  s which  contained  the  prisoners;  with  tiiis  I got  up,  pit  on 
my  gr.atcoat,  put  up  my  knapsack,  and  went  out  of  doors.  I had 
not  be  n out  more  than  one  minute,  before  an  indian  cam**  up  to 
m and  took  the  coat  off  my  back,  also  another  indian  told  me  to 
put  my  knapsack  in  his  sled  ; I did  so.  At  this  time  major  Graves 
and  captain  Hart  were  out  in  tin*  yard.  1 !■  -ard  captain  Hart  make 
a bargain  with  an  indian  to  take  him  to  Malden,  which  tin*  in  lian 
agre,  d to  do  fin*  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  I saw  the  indian 
put  a pa»r  of  socks  on  Hart  and  put  him  on  a horse;  this  was  the 
last  I saw  of  Mart,  lth.-n  saw  a man  riding,  whom  I thought  was 
a British  officer.  I mad  • to  him,  but  found  that  he  was  an  indian 
■who  was  aid-de-camp  to  general  Roundhead;  he  had  wit  it  him 
•when  I came  up  twelve  men.  It  was  at  the  mouth  of  a Imp  where 
I overtook  him,  where  there  were  two  indians  scalping  two  men  ; 
he  hallooed  to  th  on  to  give  way  ; they  did  so.  After  this  vv  - went 
on, and  on  Sandy  cr**ek,  about  three  miles  from  the  battle  ground, 
I saw  major  Graves  in  a.i  indian  sl-igli ; this  is  the  last  account  of 
him  that  I.  could  ascertain.  vV  went  on  that  night  to  Brownstow  i, 
*»d  in  the  mor  *ing  of  the  2*itii,a  man  gave  out  walking  with  th  * 
rheumatic  pains,  who  was  by  the  name  of  Downey.  TV*  indians 
tomahawked  him  and  then  stript  him.  We  th  *n  march  d on  above 
D.  troit  on  the  river  Rouge.  I stayed  with  them  seven  days,  they 
then  took  me  into  Detroit  (leaving  a young  man  in  the  camp  by 
the  name  of  John  Davenport)  and  sold  me  to  major  Muir,  wh*> 
commands Tort  De  troit.  I then  was  sent  over  to  Sandwich,  th-r  I 
staved  until  th  ■ 8th  of  February;  they  marched  me  to  fart  George 
and  released  me  on  the  19th  of  February,  1813. The  above  is  a tro 
statement  as  far  as  I saw,  though  I saw  numbers  massacred  that  l 
did  not  know. 

Duri  ig  mv  confinement  with  the  indians,  whilst  at  their  camps, 
Wiey  shewed  more  humanity  than  the  British. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  2lst  day  of  April,  1813. 

JOHN  DAWSON. 

Pendleton  county,  ss. 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  commonwealths’ justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify 
that  the  foregoing  certificate  of  John  Dawson,  was  written,  sub- 
scribed and  sworn  to  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  April,  1813, 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 

State  of  Kentucky,  Pendleton  county,  in  the  town  of  Falmouth. 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1813,  I,  Thomas  Pollard,  a private  ot 
captain  Glare’s  company,  of  the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteer militia,  was  in  battles,  fought  with  th-  British  and  indian 
army,  on  flic  I8th  and  2id«f  January  last,  at  the  river  Jlaisin,  and 


after  the  surrender  of  onr  armv  as  prisoners  of  war,  on  the  22 
upon  the  assurances  of  the  British  offic  rs  promising  prot-mtion  to 
my  Wounded  f.  llow-soldiers,  and  that  they  would  send  carrioles  for 
them  the  next  day ; although  I had  received  no  injury  in  either1 
of  the  actions  fought  on  the  13th  and  22d,  I volnntanlv  staid  to- 
assist  and  comfort  mv  messmut  *s,  John  Dawson  and  Albert  Ami 
merman  and  Jesse  Green,  all  of  whom  had  ive  iwd  wounds  by  balls. 

I have  first  • xa mined  the  statement  made  and  sworn  to,  by 
John  Dawson,  hereto  annexed,  and  witnessed  every  circumstance 
tin  rein  stated  to  be  truly  stated,  within  my  own  know!  dg  •.  The 
iodian  who  bargained  with  captain  Hart  to  take  him  to  fort  Malden 
for  one  hundred  dollars,  a id  took  charge  of  him — put  him  on  a 
horse  and  started  on  bis  way ; spoke  good  enough  the  English 
tongue  for  us  to  umL  r>taud  the  contract. 

THOMAS  POLLARD. 

Pendleton  coutUy . ss. 

I,  William  Mauntjoy,  one  of  the  commonwealths'  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  state  ui  Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify, 
that  tlie  foreg  ji  ,g  certificate  of  Thomas  Pollard,  was  subscribed 
and  sworn  bei'or.-  m-.  Given  under  my  hand  this  2Kt  April,  13 1.1s 

State  »f  Kentucky,  Pendleton  county,  the  taum  of  Falmouth. 

O.i  tlie  2lst  day  of  April,  1313,  I,  Albert  Anuneruian,  .a  private  Of 
captain  GUve’s  company  of  the  fir«t  regiment  of  Ker.tnckv  vo» 
iu nicer  miiitia,  *>  iug  woun  fed  in  th-  battle  of  the  13th  January 
la^t,  at  the  riv  r Raisin,  by  a ball  i i the  fl -*sh  of  th.  thigh  ; and 
from  the  window  of  the  fious  which  was  appropriated  for  an 
hospital,  was  a witness.to  the  battle  of  the  22-1  of  th-  same  month, 
and,  alt-r  the  surrender,  I,  being  but  slightly  wounded,  proposed 
marching  with  the  rest  ol  th  • prisoners,  and  w*ts  prevent  d by  the 
order  oi  a British  officer,  who  said  trial  a guard  would  be  left  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded,  and  earriol.  s would  h s *nt  fi*r  them  to 
ml  inio  Aluldeu  on  the  next  morning.  But  to  my  asto  -ishment  no 
guard  was  1 ft,  and,  about  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  2.3d,  a 
party  ol  indians  r-turn.d  to  th*  hospital,  and  the  first  indian  that, 
can.  to  the  room  l was  lodged  in.  could  sp-ak  th  ■ E'lgli.h  lan- 
guag  He  was  ask  d by  one  of  the  wound  xl  what  w.u  t.)  lx:  done 
with  the  wounded.  II  r ph  cl  they  are  all  to  be  killed  that  cmuld 
. iioi  walk;  and  shortly  alt-r  .»  g n ral  massacre  commenced.  I 
; instantly  pin  on  my  xnapsack  and  went  out  of  the  Irons** ; my 
knapsack  w<cs  dema.  ded  ay  an  indian  at  th  - door,  to  whom  I gave 
* it.  H - conducted  ,n-  u>  u log  some  littl  * distance  from  th-  house, 
jon  which  I sat  down,  where  I witness  d tie*  butch* -ry  of  many  of 
; !1*y  ieil  .w-citiz  ns— S'lif.  r-  rs  :*y  the  tomahawk  and  se  dping  knife  ; 
and,  to  finish  the  sc.-ne,  set  lire  to  tlie  houses  occupi-i  by  the 
wound— d prisoners,  many  of  them  struggling  in  the  arms  of  death, 
put  their  heads  out  o;  the  windows  whilst  envelop  d i i smoke 
and  flames.  < After  this  bloody  work  was  finish  •<!,  I w .s  march-d 
: o.i  on  the  dir  etion  towards  B'r-iwnstown,  by  an  ind-.a*’,  and  when 
about  half  a nil  To  n Fr-n-htovrn  on  our  way,  was  overtaken  by 
two  indians  who  had  captain  Hart  i i custody,  mounted  on  a horsS 
j As  they  approached  n arly  to  us,  I ooticeil  tlv*y  w re  speaki'ig 
j loud  and  animated  as  if  in  a qiiarr *1,  hut  not  understanding  their 
| language  did  not  uud.  rstaml  what  passed  between  them,  but  think 
it  is  pronani  * t.oat  the*  quarrel  was  occasioned  »-. •««}».  e*v,igone  hut!- 
i dred  dollars  which  1 uud*  rst<od  captain  H«l*t  had  giv*  n to  one  of 
| the  indians  aforesaid,  to  conv  y him  to  tori.  Malden.  The  quarrel 
appeared  to  grow  very  warm,  so  much  so,  that  the  indians  took 
ai  n at  each  other  with  their  guns,  as  if  to  * rtl-  the  dispute— it 


i appeared  to  me  as  if  they  hn  I mutually  agreed  t * kill  cantnin  Hare 
i and  piqnj  r him  ol  the  r.  st  of  his  nion**y  a i i eu  cts  which  they' 
did, by  taking  him  off  his  horse,  then  knocked  hi-*i  dowsi  with  .f’ltfiar 
club,  scalped  aud  to  nahawK-d  him,  and  stript  him  naki-d.  l-  avine* 
his  body  on  the  ground.  I was  gratifi  *d  in  observing  that,  during 
this  scene  of  tmi,  captain  Hart  r frained  iro  n supplication  eg 
iutr-aty,  hut  appeared- perfectly  calm  and  collected.  ‘He  met  his 
fate  Wnh  that  firmness  which  was  his  particular  characteristic.  No 
other  prison  r of  our  army  of  the  United  States  mu  nivm  nt  to 
witness  tills  melancholy  scene,  the  death  of  captain  Hart.  During 
oy  captivity  with  the  indians,  live,  days  only,  I was  treated  with 
more  hospitality  than  I had  any  reason  to  expect,  much  more  so 
than  I exp  ri  me  d from  tlie  Briiisn,  aft-r  I was  ransomed  at 

0 troit,  hy  Mr.  Benjamin  Chiu  nden,  who  v.ail  ever  be  entitled 
to  my  utmost  gratitude ; by  bi  n I was  humanely  treated,  an:!  a!s» 
by  some  of  the  French  Cami.ha.u. 

ALBERT  (his  X mark)  AMMERMAN. 

Pendleton  county,  ss. 

I,  William  Mou  itjoy,  one  of  the  commonwealths’ justices  of  the 
i>  ac  , for  the  state  ol  K otocky,  in  and  for  said  county,  rfo  certify 
th-  for  going  certificate  of  Albert  Ammcrman,  was  subscribed  anl 
sworn  to  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  April,  1813.  » 

WM.  MOUNT.-OV*. 

Lexington.  A Mu!  !3th,  IS13, 

SIR— You  r-qu?st  of  me  a statement  of  facts*  within  mv  own 
knowledge,  concerning  the  murder  of  our  men  alter  the  batile  and 
surr  ad*,  r at  Frenchtown. 

1 was  one  of  those  who  was  taken  by  the  indians  on  the  retreat, 
about  o*ie  and  a linlf  miles  from  where  the  action  first  commenced] 
Just  before  we  w**r  • taken,  with  the  assistance  of  lieutenant  Chinn, 
belonging  to  the  militia,  I formed  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men, 

1 then  discovered  the  indians  running  upon  us  on  each  side  and 
in  front,  about  sixty  in  number,  with  their  arms  at  n trail.  I dis- 
covered there  was  no  chance  to  repel  them.  I ordered  the  men  to 
ground  their  arms,  which  was  done : the  indians  then  came  up 
and  s-cured  the  arms  of  our  men,  aud  shot  them,  including  the 
lieutenant  loefinv  mentioned.  I was  the  only  pile  saved,  f was 
taken  and  delivered  up  to  colonel  Elliott,  a British  officer. 

As  to  tlie  murder  of  the  wounded,  I kno’y  nothing  of  my  owf 
knowledge.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GARRjHJTTi 

Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe. 

Fayette  county . ss. 

Tins  day  lieutenant  Ashton  Garret^  of  the  17th  regiment  17- 
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ipferiy. 


■ before  me,  aiul  made  oaili  that  tli-.  a>  v.>a;£  Mate 
just  am!  inte  to  th>-  l>  st  of  his  kimwlidgv  and  bi-iioi. 

Giv  n uml  r tnv  haul  tiiis  13th  day  <>i  Auril,  1-.13. 

J.  H.  MOK  i ON,  J.  P. 

.State  of  Kentucky.  Fayette  county , ss. 

Personally  a»j>c‘av<l  before  -n..  u justice  of  the  peace  f.r  the 
county  aior-said,  Cli  ules  Bradford,  an  jnhpJiita.nt  of  the  town  of) 
Lexington,  state  of  Kmitucisy,  wiio  bring  duly  sworn  o ■ the  Holy 
Evangelists,  d<  posetii  and  saith,  that  he  was  m the  actions  at  the 
river  Raisin,  on  the  18th  a.  d 22  * of  January  last,  that  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  hip  arid  remained  at  French  town  after  the 
capitulation  ; that  on  the  22  1 before  tlie  piisam  rs  (who  wore  able 
to  walk)  were  marched  for  Malden,  h"  saw  cant.  W.u.  Elliott,  with 
whom  he  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  a ul  of  whom  he  inquired 
personally,  what  would  be  done  with  the  wounded  pr  snuers? 
•Whether  they  would  be  taken  to  Malden  that  evening  with  the 
other  prisoners  or  not  ? He  said  tie  y would  not  be  taken  to 
>lsldvr»  that  evening!,  hat  a strong  guard  would  be  left  to  protect 
them  against  any  outrage  tueiutlians  might  be  disposed  to  commit. 
Elliott  bad  a similar  conversation  with  major  Graves,  captains 
Hart  and  Hickman,  m d doctors  Todd  and  Bow  rs,  in  tkj  presence 
of  this  deponent.  Ho,  Elliott,,  furt^  r stated,  that  sleighs  would 
be  sent  to  convey  the  Wounded  to  MiWen  thciwxt  morning.  This 
deponent  forth,  r says,'  that  tlu  British  marched  av  ay;  no  guard 
was  left  to  protect  the  wounded,  and  that  captain  EilmU,  when 
asked  the  reason,-  observed  that  some'  interpreters  \v<  re  left  whose 
influence  among  tlie  Indians  was  great-  r,  and  that  they  w.-iv 
b‘ tti  r able  to  prote  ct  us  than  a guard.  About  two  or  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  23d  January,  this  d.-pouent  discover  d that 
the  interpreters  had  left  the  house  in  which  Fie  was,  and  lie  never 
saw  them  aft- a wards ; that  between  daylight  and  sunrise,  on  the 
23d,  lie  saw  a large  number  of  iitdiae.s  come  to  the  house,  they 
burst  open  tbg  floor,  and  in  a f \v  •minutes  commenced  plundering 
■the  prisoners,  and  tomahawking  those  who  Were  unable  to  walk. 
This  deponent  left  the  house  as  .smb;V'as  possible  and  wr.it  into  the 
yard,  where  a no  nber  of  his  l.-llow. prisoners  had  assembled ; he 
was  there  claimed  as  a prison- r by  an  in  ’iaiff  wbo  gave  him  some 
©nicks  to  hold  whilst  he  plundered  more.  At  this  time  lie  was 
standing  with  doctor  B»w  r and  Ja  ties  E.  Blythe,  when  an  indian 
without  any  provocation,  tomahawked  Blythe  and  scalped  him, 
.Shortly  after,  they  (the indiaus)  set  fire  to  the  houses  in  which  the 
wounded  had  been  quartered,  and  burnt  them  down,  with  the 
bodies  of  those  whom  they  had  murdered.  This  deponent  was  t!»£« 
taken  by.  the  indiaus.  in  company  with  do-tor  Bower,  Charles 
Searis,  Julius  Turner,  and  several  others  to  Sandy  creel; ; that  on 
the  wav  he  saw  a number  of  the  prisoners  who  had  been  tonm- 
hawkecl;  that  whilst  at  Sandy  creek,  they  murdered  Charles 
Se.'nh,  Thomas  S.  Crow,  and  three  or  four  others;  that  this  depo- 
nent was  then  packed  with  Jbrtv  or  fifty  pounds  w agin  and  taf.  ii 
to  the  river  Rouge,  where  the  Indians  had  'mermiped  ; that  whilst 
!»'.•  was  there  lie  inquired  of  an  indian  whetm  r It-  would  take  him 
to  Malden, as  he  wished  to  b - given  to  colonel  Elliott.  The  indian 
said  if  colonel  Elliott  told  him  to  do  so  iie  would,  as  they  always 
did  as  h:  requested'  the, it.  This  d .-poncut  vvs  six  days  with  the 
indiaus  before  they  took  him  to  D troit,  wh-re  he  was  purchased 
by  Stephen. March  and  Oliver  W.  Miil.-r,  for  eighty  dollars;  that 
the  British  officer  commanding  at  D troit  (major  Muir)  again 
claim. ?d  him  as  a British  prisoner,  not.w  itlrtanding  his  iiaving  just 
been  ransomed  fr  «m  their  alii,  s,  by  his  own  conutrytnc’.i,  a:n!  s tit 
bi  n to  Sandwich,  where  h i\  main  d u util  the  9th  or  10th  February, 
when  he  was  s • jt  to  fort  Ci’-orgv  ami  ther-  parob-d.  Tots  ik  pon-ni 
states,  that,  whilst  a prisoner  at  Sandwich,  In*  was  several  times 
.treated  insultingly  by  the  British  officers,  and  by  o .e  John 
M- Gregor ; that  the  citizens  gen  rails  ir  ai  d the  prisoners,  with 
-kindness  and  attention,  as  far  as  was  in  their  power. 

I his  hi  ing  ti;e  first  opportunity  the  deponent  has  had,  of  e>:- 
piysse.g  Jus  gratitude  to  th  American  eirizns  who  mat'  d the 
prisoner*  wij.lt  so  much  friendship  and  humanity  at  Detroit,  ca  i- 
jiot  r train  from  so  doing.  And  us  long  as  !>•-  fives,  the  uaues  of 
Messrs.  Mack,  Miller.  Smart,  Woodward.  Williams,  McDonald, 
Hunt,  Mays,  &c.  shall  never  be-  forgot. ton. 

CKAS.  BRADFORD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  tiiis  23ib  dav  Anri!,  1313. 

o.'  KiEisk  j.  r, 

(topr.) 

Untied.  States'  slut)  Madison,  Sackett' s TIarbor,  4th  June,  18 13. 

SIR — I have  the  honor  to  pr  sent  you.  by  the  hands  of  lieutenant 
Dudley,  the  British  standard  taken  a.t  York,  on  the  27th  of  April 
last,  accompanied  by  the  mace,  over  which  was  hung  a human  scalp. 

Ihpse  articles  vy  .re  taken  from  the  parliament  hoosr  by  one  o’ 
my  officers,  and  presented  to  me.  The  scalp  I caused  to  ik_  presented 
to  general  Dearborn,  who,  I believe,  still  has  it  in  his  possession. 
I also  send,  hy  tile  same  gentleman,  one  of  the  British  flags  taken 
ai  fort  George  on  the  27th  of  May. 

I have  tiie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  sir.  your  most  obedient 
servt.  ‘ ISAAC  CHAUNCEik 

Hon.  IV m.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy,  tVashingt.cn . 

A true  copy  f'roiq  (Jie  original,  filed  in  the  navv  d 
.July  22 d,  J813. 


y oepartment, 
W.  JONES. 


SUPPLE  M ENT  A R Y. 

The  following  letters  belong  to  the  preceding  series 
of  docurpents,  apd  are  inserted  in  the  volurne  pub 
lished  .by  order  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
tlie  United  St  tes,  but  omitted  in  the  J\\uiunal 
Itilelligeiiper,  from  which  we  copied,  or  neglected 
pf  ourselves.  They  are  amongst  the  most  interest- 
ing of  all  the  papers  exhibited  to  shew  the  bar- 


m i treatment  die  lamented  Laim'evce  ami  his 
brave  ofrieers  un  i crew  experienced,  the  reader 
is  requested,  to  turn  to  page  1<)2,  of  the  4-tli  vol. 
of  the  R;;8isteh,  And  see  the  public  thanks  of  the 
first  and  secon  i lieutenants,  the  master,  surgeon 
and  purser,  formerly  o!  the  Peacock , published  in 
the  New  Yoik  papers,  March  27.  These  English- 
men say,  ‘five  ceased  to  consider  ourselves  Jr  ixon- 
era  ; and  every  tiling  that  friendship  could  nictate 
w:  s adopted  by  you  [captain  Lawrence']  and  tlie 
officers  of  the  Hornet , to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
we  should  otherwise  have  expe  rienced”  from  the 
loss  of  their  property,  clothes,  ecc.  which  they  did 
not  suppose  would  have  been  plundered,  seeing 
they  were  freely  clothed  and  bountifully  fed  by 
the  generous'  tars  of  Columbia. 

Truly,  the  heart  sickens  at  these  detested  details — 
b it  every  man  should  read  them,  and  tear  from 
it  is  heart  as  lie  woul  d a viper  that  was  gnawing 
him,  every  prejudice  he  felt  in  favor  of  this  most 
abandoned,  mos  cruel,  most  haughty,  and  most 
unprincipled  nation. 

Washington  City,  July  30. 
From  William  Berry,  midshipman  in  the  frigate 
Chesapeake. 

Sir, — I consider  myself  bound  to  lay  before  you 
what  came  under  my  knowledge  while  on  board  tlie 
Chesapeake,  as  well  as  on  board  the  Shannon. 

Af..er  the  enemy  had  complete  possession  of  the 
ship,  midshipmen  Randolph  and  Fiushman  were 
ordered  from  the  fore  and  main-top.  In  coming  from 
the.  shrouds  lieutenant  Fdkner  (the  British  officer) 
said  to  his  men,  kill  those  damned  rascals.  Then, 
and  immediately,  several  muskets  were  discharged 
at  them,  but  without  effect.  My  station  was  in  h.e 
mizen-top,  where  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
their  actions.  I ‘was  looking’  on  deck  when  I saw  one 
of  the  Chesapeake’s  men  crawling  alo.ng,  attempting 
to  ge*  below  with  one  of  his  logs  off.  One  of  the 
enemy  stepped  up  to  him  ivith  hi $ cutlass,  and  imme- 
diately put  an  end  to  his  existence.  Lieutenant  F dkner 
looked  up  iu  the  nmzeu-top  ; pointed  at  me,  said  to 
his  men,  go  up  three  of  you  and  throw  that  damned 
Yankee  overboard.  They  immediately  rushed  up, 
seizing  me  by  the  collar,  now,  saul  they,  you  d unned 
Yankee,  you  shall  swim  for  it,  attempting  to  throw 
:ne  overboard  ; but  I got  within  the  rigging,  when 
one  of  them  kicked  me  in  the  breast,  which,  vas  t lie 
cause  of  my  falling ; being  stunned  hy  the  fall,  I lay 
some  time  senseless,  and  token  / came  to,  I -was  cut 
over  the  head  with  a cutlass,  which  nearly  terminated 
mv  existence  Eleven  of  our  midshipmen  were  con- 
fined m a srh.iU  place,  nine  feet  by  six,  with  an  old 
Sail  to  he  on,  and  a guard  at.  tlie  door,  until  a day  or 
two  before  our  arrival  at  Halifax;  and  likewise 
eleven  of  us  upon  five  rations,  and  some  days  only 
one  meal.  Our  clothes  were  taken  on  board  of  the 
Shannon  ; lieutenant  W allis,  the  commanding  officer 
on  board,  would  not  let  us  take  our  clothes  below 
with  vis,  but  pledged  Ins  word  and  honor  as  an 
officer,  we  should  receive  our  clothes.  But  we  dis- 
covered next  morning  that  their  midshipmen  had  on 
our  clothes  and  side  arms.  We  were  conversing  toge- 
ther respecting*  our  clpdies — one  of  their  midship- 
men Overheard  our  conversation,  and  made  a report 
to  the  lieutenant  commanding.  lie  then  sent  word 
lo  Uo,  that  if  we  said  any  thing  more  about  the 
clothes,  he  would  put  us  in  the  fore-hold  with  the 
men.  We  expected  to  receive  our  clothes  when  we 
arrived  in  port,  but  I assure  you,  sir,  nothing  was 
ever  restored.  Other  rascally  things,  occurred,  which 
out  officers  will,  when  they  return,  make  known  to 
the  public,  disgraceful  tq  a civilized  nation.  If  your 
request  could  have  been  made  sooner,  I should  have 


imfmtf tty.  for  a mmiti  eu  the  infer-  felt  gratified  in  muting  a fuller  statement, 
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I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
WILLI  AM  BERRY. 

If  on.  Jj.  Condit,  Washington. 

Another  circumstance  took  pi:  co  on  boavd  which 
entirely  escaped  my  memory  until  this  moment.  Se- 
veral of  tiie  officers  had  money  taken  from  them 
which  they  received  from  the  Chesapeake  as  prize 
money.  Mr.  Higinbolhurn,  as  nearly  as  1 can  recol- 
lect, had  upwards  of  130  dollars. 

Georgetown,  July  30. 

Sir — Having  perused  a letter  of  yours  to  Bony, 
requesting  information  respecting  the  treatment  oi 
the  American  officers  and  seamen  of  the  late  Chesa- 
peake, I consider  myself  bound,  sir,  to  by  before 
you  what  came  under  my  knowledge.  My  having' 
been  wounded  and  remaining  on  board  the  Chesa- 
peake, might  not  give  me  th.it  scope  for  observation 
which  others  possessed  ; bu'  I am  sorry  to  say  many 
things  transpired,  disgraceful  to  ike  'character  of  a 
brave  enemy.  WniLi.  undressing  myself  in  the 'steer- 
age, after  the  Americans  were  driven  below  or  had 
surrendered,  and  after  resistance  hiul  ceased,  l be-  j 
lieve  entirely,  several  nuiskets  and  pistols  were  at 
once  noi: Red  down  the  'hatch way,  and  discharged  in; 
Viie  direction  of  the  cockpit;  and  as  the  steerage 
and  cockpit  were  fii  led  with  wounded,  in  all  proba- 
bility some  of  them  were  killed  outright.  It  was 
midshipman  Hopewell,  and  not  L.vmgston,  who  was 
go  inhumanly  treated,  as  described  in  tire  public 
prints.  It  has  been  t le  custom  in  our  navy,  to  tak-. 
the  side  arms  of  officers  (prisoners)  but  to  restore 
them  on  their  leaving  the  ship.  Ours  were  taken, 
worn,  md  never  restored,  tog-: her  with  what  n. mio- 
tic-1 instruments  they  could  iav  their  hands  on. 

When  spoken  to  by  the  American  officers. on  the 
subject,  the  answer  w.s,  such  things  were  free  blun- 
der. A day  or  two  afi-er  the  >e  ion,  I was  conversing 
with  lieut.  Bu  id  and  Mr.  Nicholis,  near  the  taflfK, 
resp. cling  the  engagement,  when  it.  was  observed 
some  of  tlie  Shannon’s  men  were  listening  i<»  our 
conversation.  Immediately  after,  lieutenant  Faulk- 
ner, the  commanding  officer,  ordered  centmels  to 
bn  placed  at  the  mi/,  n-mast.  And,  said  he  to  them, 
if  you  see  any  of  the  Cnesapenke’s  officers  abaft  Urn 
m>zen-mast,  cut  them  down  ; if  you  see  them  con- 
versing together*  cut  them 'down  without,  hesitation. 

It  will  be  remember  al  the  three  officers  who  c.  ti  - 
ed this  order,  were  all  severely  wounded.  We  re- 
ceived no  caution  and  overheard  it  by  accident..  S 
great  was  the  rage  for  plunder,  that  captain  Law- 
rence, before  his  death,  could  not  obtain  a bottle  of 
wine  from  his  private  sea  stores,  without  a note 
from  he  doctor  to  the  lieutenant  commanding.  1 
pass  ov  r the  robbing  of  tiie  midshipmen  on  board 
the  Shannon,  as  it  did  not  come  under  my  immedi- 
ate notice.  If  your  request  could  have  been  made 
earlier,  I should  have  felt  gratified  in  making  a 
fuller  statement.  You,s  > e p - 'tfuliy, 

W.h.  A.  WEAVER. 

lion.  Lewis  Co.vdit,  Washington. 

(Ej*  Having  now  completed  the  publication  of  th<" 
documents  respecting  the  barbarities  of  the  enemy, 
we  invite  tl^e  American , the  man,  and  the  Christian , 
to  review  and  ponder  upon  them.  If,  in  either  cha- 
racter, he  can  reconcile  the  conduct  of  the  British 
with  “the  rule  of  right,”  we  are  grossly  mistaken. 

Tii  our  next  number,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  ,s 
Convenient,  we  propose  to  present  a very  brief  epi- 
tome of  the  facts  sustained,  with  reference  to  the 
p ;ges  in  which  they  are  to  be  found  at  length,  for 
Com rrio a use. 

Thus  is  an  apt  occasion  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Adan- 
court,  of  Troy,  N\  Y has  notified  his  intention  of 


eolation.  Ic  is  expected  they  will  make  20b  pages  ; 
and  will  be  sold  at  87  1-2  cents  in  boards,  or  75  cents 
m pamphlet  form.  We  wish  he  may  meet  the  suc- 
cess he  deserves. 


Reasons  against  the  War ! 

“ because  it  has  rent  asunder , perhaps  f rerev% 
nations  of  the  same  language,  luxes  and  religion  / 

“ nations  connected  by  the  strong  bond,  of  affinity  in  d 
“ community  of  interest  ; and  who  ins  e d of  slugging 
“ for  the  ovee’hrmo  of  each  other  should  be  connected 
“ in  a holy  ! rogue  to  defend  taw,  liberty  and  rtligjoi} 

“ against  the  most  unprincipled  and  dangerous  tyrant 
who  was  ever  permitted  to  scourge  the  earth.*9 
If  the  war  is  indeed  to  m.  ke  us  a separate  peopl ?, 

and  we  hope  and  believe  tint  it  will if  it  is  to 

“ he  an  asunder  forkvkh”  the  many  guilty  ties 
which  h.-ve  fastened  us  to  the  Harpy  of  the  earth  and 
sea,  who  filis  remotest  nations  with  her  filth  and 
destroys  all  tha  she  touches,  giving  substance  to 
fid >le — we  sav,  in  the  sincerity  of  our  he-  rt,  so  mote  it 
be  ! for  then  sin  ll  commence  a golden  age,  and 
United  America  regard,  as  she  ought,  every  people, 
as  “ enemies  in  war,  in  peace  f lends  presen  L pri- 
vations being  repaid  a thousand  fhv.  by  the  benefits 
tin  t will  follow  our  dehveivi'c  from  foreign  prefix* 
ii  t ons;  originating  in  prejudice  and  sustained  by 
!";  flic,  to  the  continual  excitation  of  p.rlv  broil*-* 
the  consequent  demoralization  'of  the  citizen  om! 
disgr;  ce  or‘ tlie  nation  d character.  That  we  do  no-  so 
regard  Great  Britain,  is  seen  in  the  art  iele  before  ns* 
cop  d from  4he  leading  fiction  print  in  t fie  United 
States  ; that  euiog'zes  (as  do  nv-nv  others)  the  enev 
mv  of  our  country;  that  palliates  his  eno  mitie-s, 
though  of  a character  that  would  have  disgraced 
the  barbarous  ages,  and  extols  him  as  t lie  “bul- 
wark” of  all  that  is  nobl  , magn  um, a, ms  or  humane  { 
ihat  has  no  sense  of  national  glory ; no  smipathy 
but  for  those  who  have  “called  into  c:vd:zH  war 
the  tomahawk  -rid  scalping  knife  that  nr-,  km  a 
subject  of  laughter  of  women  viol  tied  and  chddren 
i murdered,  and  in  It*?  confl  D-ration  and  plunder  cut 
defenceless  towns  and  vilf-g-s,  sees  nothing  to  con- 
demn ! We  hop  • and  trust  in  God  that  this  war  is 
de. -tined  to  make  the  ‘Ten  ” the  writer  f vr;  and 
Uii'k  that  it  .will,  though  peace  (i-anKstiy  desired) 
should  be  proclaim 'd  to-morrow.  W;  have  seen  the1 
enemy  in  his  true  colors,  ami  the  hoi  ribie  impress  iup 
his  conduct  Ins  made,  wdl  never  l>e  effaced  : but 
more  than  this,  die  arrogant  pretensions  that  pre- 
ceded tlie  war,  gave  birth  to  an  interest  winch  the 
war  will  nurture  into  manhood,  that  shall  gave  tlie 
coup  de  grace  to  agonizing  faction,  new  fixed  on  the 
wheel,  and  in  horror  beholding  the  blow  aimed  to 
terminate  its  existence.  Tins  interest  s in  our  ma* 
v-f  clones  ; it  is  they  that  shr\[  finish  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States-  The  cap, ml  immediate* 
iy  appertaining  to  that  interest  amounts  to  seme 
hundreds  of  millions  ofddiars,  and  it  geometrically 
increases.  Pennsylvania  and  J'SewYork  have  more 
than  four  millions  of  sheep,*  many  of  which  are  of 
the  most  valuable  breeds  Tlie  hills  of  Ohio  are  co- 
vering with  them,  and  in  all  of  ihe  states  an  extra- 
ordinary attention  is  paid  to  .multiply  the  stock  of 
this  most  profitable  .mm  1.  There  are  large  flocks 
of  pure  Jie rinoes,  and  probably  millions  of  a mixed 
blood.  The  value  of  tlie  sheep  in  the  United  States 
may  be  safely  estimated  at  between  sixty  and  eighty 
millions  of  dollars.  As  to  the  mahufacturiug  esta- 
blishments, we  have  nothing  whereby  to  form  ap 
opinion  of  their  value  ; but  the  capital  embarked  in 

* Pennsylvania  1,489,948— New- York  1, 280,000* 


publishing  these  documents,  tel*  more"  general  cir- 


m6re  than  three  years  ago. 
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things  of  the  kind,  great  and  small,  is  immense. — 
As  for  instance,  Pittsburg , in  Pennsylvania,  manu- 
factures goods  to  the  value  of  more  than  a million 
per  annum,  and  it  is  calculated  that  the  accumulated 
c pital  of  tKat  town  is.not  less  than  gfOO.OOO  a year, 
from  the  various  fabrications.  There  is  one  concern 
in  a neighboring  state,  that  disburses  at  the  rate  ot 
seventy  Jive  thousand  dollars  a year  in  weekly  wages, 
though  the  works  are  little  more  than  half-finished. 
1 Baltimore  will  be  sold,  the  present  year,  goods  to 
the  value  of  % 500,000 , chiefly  made  in  the  neighbor- 
hood; and  more  extensive  works  than  those  in  ope- 
ration are  erecting,  the  greater  part  of  which  will 
commence  manufacturing  before  the  next  spring: 
and  thus  it  is  in  very  many  other  places— -for  you  can 
seldom  open  "a  newspaper  without  seeing  some  new 
establishment  announced,  or  new  article  of  domestic 
Workmanship  offered  for  sale.  All  these  are  the  growth 
pr  progress  of  five  or  six  years  ; in  the  early  part  of 
which  ourenterprizing  citizens  suffered  exceedingly 
for  the  want  of  workmen,  as  well  to  make  the  ma- 
chinery as  to  manage  it.  • That  difficulty  exists  vo 
longer.  All  these  strike  powerfully  at  those  goods 
we  were  accustomed  to  receive  from  England — the 
effect  wiil  be  felt  abrqad ; and  at  home  will  COM- 
MAND a disseverance , of  the  “strong  bonds”  that 
have  united  us  to  foreigners,  and  made  it  extremely 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  real  difference  between  an 
American  and  an  Englishman,  in  policy  and  conduct. 
May  Heaven  hasten  the  time  ! — we  want'  no  “bond” 
with  any  nation — we  desire  “peace,  commerce  and 
honest  friendship  with  all ; entangling  alliances  with 
none,”  for  “ it  is  as  easy  for  a cam-*!  v>  go  through 
the  eye  of  a needle,”  as  for  a republic  and  a monarchy 
to  have  a “ community  of.  interest.” 

Our  ^language”  is,  unfortunately,  the  same— 
Happy  would  it  be  for  America  if  this  were  not  so, 
that  we  might  know  and  always  mark  the  hostile  fo- 
reigner. Hut  as  it  is,  we  find  England  and  English- 
pien,  like  the  “frogs”  that  infested  Egypt,  (let  loose 
upon  us,  perhaps,  for  our  sins)  even  in  our  “knead- 
ing troughs” — insinuated  into  the  deepest  recesses 
of  domestic  life,  by  many  mediums— polluting  all 
things  with  anti- American  ideas,  and  exciting  the 
“very  stones  to  rise  in  mutiny”  against  the  genius  of 
pur  government  and  the  law  of  tfie  land. 

In  many  respects,  our  “laws”  have  a close  resem- 
blance, or,  indeed,  are  the  same  as  those  of  Eng- 
land. But  in  many  essential  qualities — qualities 
that  designate  the  freeman  and  the  slave,?—  they  di fi- 
fe -.  We  shall  men  if  n only  one  case,  from  on  that  dev 
‘pends  a multitude  of  others,  naturally  presenting 
themselves.  In  the  United  States,  it  is  the  right  of 
$he  citizen  to  ch  nge  his  rulers— in  England,  it  is 
fiigh  treason  to  imagine  a change  ! 

We  now  come  to  the  hobby  that  profligate  politi- 
cians have  ridden  to  death,  so  far  as  wicked  men 
call  destroy  the  ordinances  of  GOD,— we  mean  our 
^RspiGiox,”  the  cant  of  the  b.»se  of  all  ages,- — Crom- 
-wellf  Bonaparte  and  the  Guelphs.  It  is  true,  we 
have  the  m jor  part  of  the  sects  that  prevail  in 
Grpeqt  Britain,  (as  well  as  in  other  countries),  but 
this  i§  ail.  We  have  no  church  establishment— -no  ec- 
flesia§tipal  courts— no  tythes— no  priests  who  travel 
about  and  exact  a tenth  of  the  whole  produce  of 
the  farmer,  of  grain,  grass,  fruit,  garden  stuffs, 
cattle,  poultry  or  pigs,  whether  the  farmer  be  of 
bis  Ghurch  or  not.  No — we  have  nothing  like  this  ! 
We  have  no  state  religion ; and  therefore  few  knaves 
tl>e  altar  or  hypocrites  in  our  churches,  speaking 
comparatively.  But,  by  this  unity  in  “religion,”  per- 
il, ps,  is  meant  the  Protestant  religion,  in  general, 
embracing  al).  the  sects..  What  has' Britain  done  for 
the  Protestant  cause?  Why,  she  ha$  pc; sec u ted  a 

fcrfjS  pf  fwr  rn  protect  Subjects, 


senting  from  the  dogmas  of  her  national  church , witk 
inquisitorial  cruelty,  and  yet  persecutes  them — and 
she  makes  war  as  cheerfully  against  Protestants  as 
Catholics.  Her  present  allies  are  understood  to  be 
Sweden,  Pmissia,  Austria , Portugal,  Spain,  Sicily 
and  Russia — the  two  first  are  Protestant — the  four 
next  Roman  Catholic , and  the  last  of  the  Greek  church. 
She  has  also  been  allied  with  Turkey,  and  the  cross 
and  the  crescent  were  united  in  a “holt  league”  to 
pu  '.  down  the  tr  religion  of  Fran  cc  ! — She  is  at  war  with 
the  United  Slates,  Denmark,  Saxony,  Bavaria,  West- 
phalia, France  and  Naples ,-  the  four  first  chiefly 
Protestant,  and  the  two  last  Catholic.  But  enough 
of  this — the  Spirit  cf  Avarice  with  a lust  for  domi- 
nation, is  the  god  of  the  British  government  ; at 
whose  altar  they  immolate  millions  of  human  beings 
without  remorse,  not  caring  of  what  sect  or  persua- 
sion they  are.  This  is  literally  proved,  as  to  many 
cases,  by  the  revenues  they  derive  from  the  temples  of 
Juggernaut,  for  permission  to  sacrifice  wen  to  the 
idol* 

There  cannot  be  a “community  of  interest,”  na- 
turally or  morally,  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  for  there  is  nothing 
in  the  one  like  the  other,  in  its  constitution  or  ob- 
jects ; and  as  to  trade,  her  interest  is  to  obtain  a 
monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  the  world  ; ours,  that 
it  should  be  free.  Every  thing  on  which  her  power 
depends  is  hostile  to  us,  and  there  is  a “community 
ot  interest”  in  nothing. 

But  we  should  be  connected  with  England  “in  a 
HOLY  LEAGUE  to  defend  law,  liberty  and  rkxt- 
gton  !” — Gracious  Providence  ! of  what  manner  of 
stuff  are  we  made!  A“holy  league”and  with  England, 
the  common  robber,  the  man-stealer,  the  scalper  of 
women  and  children  and  prisoners,  the  incendiary 
and  the  ravisher.  A “holy  league”  and  with  En* 
gland,  the  enemy  of  our  fathers,  and  our  present 
unprincipled  foe.  A “holy  league”  and  with  En- 
gland, the  cause  of  every  war  that  has  afflicted  the 
civilized  world  for  fifty  years  past,  the  common  pest 
of  society  and  plague  of  the  earth.  A “holy  league” 
and  with  England,  the  cold-calc nlating  assassin  of 
thirty  millions  of  people  in  India,  the  ferocious 
murderer  in  Ireland,  the  minister  of  famine  and  pes- 
tilence in  America: j-  A “holy  league”  and  with  En- 
gland, the  most  profligate  and  corrupt  government 
in  the  universe,  administered  by  the  most  finished 
vi Ilians  in  the  world,  who  make  a boast  of  bribery, 
laugh  at  fraud,  and  cherish  all  sorts  of  whoredoms. 

* The  following  is  from  a Boston  paper,  being  part 
or  an  essay  designed  to  prove  the  justice  of  governor 
Strong’s  asseveration,  that  K England  is  the  bulwark 
of  the  religion  we  profess .” 

“It  must  however  be  acknowledged,  that  England 
is  not  very  particular  about  her  alliances  in  this  matter. 
While  she  is  at  war  with  Saxony , Denmark,  Bava- 
ria, &c.  kc.  she  is  allied  to  Spain,  Portugal,  Russia , 
&c.  so  that  France  may  be  considered  nearly  as  fa- 
vorable to  the  Protestants  as  the  English,  while  it 
must  be  lamented  that  the  nations  appear  at  present 
to  be  leaving  religion  out  of  their  calculations  ; such 
has  been  the  progress  of  Deism  and  Atheism.  Still 
all  thi*  does  not  alter  what  England  has  been  ; she 
mas  been  forages  the  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion ; for  no  nation  ever  entered  more  lively  into 
tht*  Protestant  interest  than  she  bid  !”  [True — that 
she  might  make  bishops  for  herself,  and  have  a state 
church  of  her  own.] 

f 11,500  men,  perished  on  board  the  Jersey  prison 
ship,  lying  near  New  York,  during  the  war,  by  far 
mine  and  pestilence.  Nearly  the  same  infernal  cru-« 
jelly  is  now  practiced  upon  such  Americans  as  a,r§ 
unfortunate  enough  to  fail  into  their  hands. 
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A ‘‘holy  league”  and  with  England,  a government  so 
polluted,  so  gangrened  with  every  abomination,  that 
it  must  perish  of  its  own  action,  sooner  or  later. — 
A “holy  league”  and  with  England , to  “defend  tiie 
ww”  as  laid  down  in  the  orders  in  council — “ubkii- 
tt”  as  enjoyed  under  impressment,,  and  “relioion” — 
What  religion  ? Chri8liun , Jew  or  Turk  ? — of  the  En- 
glish church,  the  Scotch  church , the  various  Dissen- 
ters, the  Catholic,  theGreek  church,  JITahome  tan  or  Pa- 
gan ; for  England  .as  willingly  “defends,”  or  fights 
against,  one  of  these  as  the  other.  NO — “a  .vorld  of 
ourselves”  we  will  have  no  “league”  i\  1 1 any  nation, 
much  less  with  one  red  to  her  arm -pits  in  the  blood 
of  innocence;  and  we  say  “let  him  be  accused  of  all 
tiie  people”  that  proposes,  much  more  that  attempts 
to  effect,  a “ connection”  with  either  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  further  than  the  relations  of  amity 
and  commerce  require. 

We  have  went  into  an  examination  of  the  infamous 
paragraph  that  heads  this  article,  because  it  is  the 
sentiment  of  the  faction  that  directs  the  movements 
of  a very  respectable  party  in  the  United  States  ; 
that  honest  men  may  look  at  it  and  turn  with  disgust 
from  traitors  to  their  God  and  country.  There  is 
nothing  very  new  in  the  matter  quoted.  The  arch 
villain  Arnold  proposed  just  such  things,  and  talked 
about“la\v,  liberty,  religion,”  and  “France”  in  a pro- 
clamation to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  after 
lie  had  sold  himself,  body  and  soul,  aiul  received  the 
"wages  of  his  infamy,  fie  has  had  many  followers  ; 
and  his  desire  was  once  nearly  accomplished,  as  Pre- 
sident Adams  has  testified  to  the  world.  Since  then,  a 
legislative  body  wentso  far  as  toadvise  that  we  should 
“take  protection  under  the  British  cannon,  and  unfurl 
the  republican  banner  against  the  imperial  standard.” 

These  ire  the  workings  of  a real  British  party 

and  now  is  the  time  that  every  man  who  loves  his 
country  should  separate  himself  from  it.  It  is  sheer 
toryism,  and  has  no  attribute  that  belongs  to  an  ho- 
nest man  or  a good  citizen. 


The  late  Illuminations. 

The  earnestness  with  which  I myself  pour  over  a 
file  of  old  newspapers,  to  fasten  upon  something  to 
shew  the  character  and  manners  of  the  people  of 
my  country  in  times  that  have  past,  has  induced 
me  to  record  many  articles  to  gratify  the  same 
feeling  in  others  a little  whde  hence. 

The  late  splendid  illuminations  at  Charleston  and 
Philadelphia,  the  first  for  Perry's  and  the  latter 
for  Harrison's  victory,  being  handsomely  describ- 
ed, become,  as  it  were,  a part  of  the  history  of 
the  manners  of  pur  time,  and  should  be  preserv- 
ed to  remembrance.  We  have  also  added  a no- 
tice of  the  proceedings  at  New  York  & Richmond. 
Illumination  at  Charleston,  S.  C.Oct.  5.  From 
the  “Times”  of  the  following  day. — Last  night,  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Intendant 
and  Wardens,  this  city  was  most  splendidly  illumi- 
nated, in  honor  of  the  late  glorious  victory  obtained 
over  the  enemy’s  fleet  on  lake  Erie,  by  the  gallant 
commodore  Perry.  On  this  occasion  some  very 
elegant  and  appropriate  transparencies  were  exhibit- 
ed, with  suitable  devices  and  patriotic  mottos. — 
Among  the  most  conspicuous  were  those  exhibited 
at  the  houses  of  major  Geddes,  J.  II.  White,  Esq. 
and  John  Everingham,  Esq.  Major  Geddes’  was  a 
large  transparency,  executed  with  great  taste  and 
happiness  of  design,  describing  the  action  on  Erie, 
just  at  the  critical  and  important  moment  that  com- 
modore Perry  was  passing  in  his  boat  from  his  own 
crippled  vessel,  the  Lawrence,  which  had  borne  the 
fire  of  the  whole  British  force  for  two  hours,  and  was 
no  longer  able  to  fire  a gun,  to  bring  into  close  action 


the  Niagara,  which  had  suffered  but  little  ; and  i* 
which  he  achieved  a victory  unparalleled  in  naval  his- 
tory : oh  the  upper  part  of  the  picture  was  inscribed, 
“ The  Almighty  has  granted  another  glorious  victory 
on  the  left  over  the  prostrate  symbols  of  royalty, 
was  the  motto,  “ liberty  triumphant.” 

Mr.  White’s  were  five  in  number — we  will  endea- 
vor, in  a few  words,  to  give  a description  of  them  : 
The  centre  transparency,  which  first  attracted  the 
attention,  describes  the  deeply  interesting  period 
when  Perry,  the  intrepid  hero  of  the  lake,  swept 
through  the  line  of  the  enemy,  spreading  destruc- 
tion among  their  shipping,  (thus,  in  fact,  forming  a 
continuation  of  major  Geddes’s  piece,  and  complet- 
ing the  history  of  the  action  ;)  just  above  this  soared 
the  American  Eagle,  grasping  a trident,  which  he 
poises  over  the  scene,  to  be  disposed  of  according 
as  the  event  of  the  conflict  may  determine,  which 
he  seemed  to  be  watching*  over  with  parental  fond- 
ness. The  all-seeing  eye  of  fate  overlooked  the 
whole,  scattering  the  rays  of  truth  in  ail  directions. 
At  the  base,  the  appropriate  words  of  Perky’s  com- 
munication— “It  hath  PLEASED  THE  ALMIGH- 
TY.” 

In  the  west  window — The  genius  of  America,  ia 
bold  and  brilliant  colors,  trampling  a lion  under  her 
feet.  Motto,  “ entsh  the  monster .” 

In  the  east  window — A female  figure,  representing 
industry,  and  plenty,  sea  tering  her  fruits.  Motto, 
“ plenty  shall  abound'' 

In  the  windows  of  the  upper  story  were  two  che- 
rubs, wrapt  in  light  clouds,  supporting  escutcheons, 
with  the  names  of  Lawrence,  Ludlow,  Burrows , and 
Sigourney.  ‘Motto — 

“ There’s  a sweet  little  Cherub  that  sits  up  aloft, 

“ To  take  care  of  the  lili*  of  poor  Jack.” 

Mr.  Everingham’s  transparency  (which  we  under- 
stand was  executed  by  Mr.  Wight  man,  jun.)  was 
highly  appropriate  : we  will  attempt  to  describe  it : 

On  the  right,  a marble  monument  erected  on  a rock, 
on  the  base,  “ departed  heroes ” — oil  the  top,  an  urn, 
from  which  was  suspended  by  a wreath  of  laurels, 
the  names  of  Lawrence,  Ludlow  and  Burrows — over 
the  monument,  an  eagle,  in  her  talons  the  shield  of 
hope  with  an  anchor — also,  a trumpet;  and  in  hev 
bill  the  motto,  *‘  Free  trade  and  sailor's  rights .”  On 
the  left,  a naval  column,  rising  from  the  ocean,  with 
the  names  of  “ Rodgers,  Decatur,  Hull,  Buinbridge , 
Jones , Chauncey  and  Porter ,”  entwined  around  it 
with  laurels  ; on  the  top  of  which  a bust  of  Periy , 
over  which  was  an  eagle,  in  the  act  of  crowning  the 
bust  with  a wreath  of  laurel — with  the  motto  in  her 
bill,  of  “ Pont  give  up  the  ship.”  Between  the  mo- 
nument and  column,  a view  of  the  early  part  of  the 
action  on  lake  Erie,  in  which  the  Lawrence  is  seen 
close  combat  with  the  Detroit , and  the  sloop  Trippe 
coming  round  the  naval  column — above  the  naval  en- 
gagement, is  a likeness  of  Washington  in  a star,  over 
which  was  Fame  approaching  the  monument,  and 
looking  towards  the  bust  of  Perry  sounding  her7 
trumpet. 

The  effect  of  these  several  pieces  was  very  great, 
and  attracted  a vast  concourse  of  people  to  the  re- 
spective places  ; so  much  so,  that  a passage  through 
the  crowd  was  effected  with  difficulty. 

The  orphan-house  made  a brilliant  appearance, 
from  its  extensive  size,  and  the  great  number  of 
windows  which  were  liberally  and  tastefully  lit  up. 
The  exchange,  the  banks,  and  other  public  build- 
ings, attracted  much  attention.  In  the  exchange,  a 
superb  band  of  music  played  during  the  evening. — 
We  believe  that  the  illumination  of  last  night  ex- 
ceeded in  brilliancy,  that  of  March  last  ; though 
much  of  its  effect  was  lost  by  the  brightness  of  the 
moon.. 
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It  is  highly  honorable  to  the  city,  that  the  greatest 
order  and  decorum  was  observed  in  the  streets, 
though  exceedingly  crowded.  At  the  appointed 
hour,  9 o’clock,  the  ilium ination  ceased,  and  the  in- 
ha  bit  ants  retire!  quietiy  and  peaceably  to  their  re 
sp active  homes. 

AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

Agreeably  to  permission  granted  by  the  mayor, 
the  capture  of  general  Praetor’#  army  by  the  United 
States  army  under  general  Damson,  was  celebrated 
in  this  city  on  die  evolving  of  the  2 is*  Oct.  by  a bril- 
liant ill unwia firm-— the  suburbs  also  exhibited  their 
usual  degree  of  patriotic  fee  b tig,  and  even  the  town 
o C nrtden  (opposite)  was  lit  up. 

The  tr  Misparenc.es  in  different  parts  of  tlie  city 
were  so  numerous,  that  it  would  be  a vain  task  to 
attempt  a particular  description  of  them — we  shall 
therefore  notice  a few  only,  without  any  design  how- 
ever, to  disparage  others 

Tiie  most  conspicuous  we  saw,  were  those  of  the 
house  of  Jacob  G.  Koch,  corner  of  Ninth  and  Mar- 
ket streets— she  Market  street  front  presented  five 
different  transparencies,  in  front  of  as  many  large 
windows. 

Tiie  basement  story  presented  two  ; the  western 
Window  contained  a sh  f;  of  a fluted  Doric  column. 


was  beautiful  ; but  only  one  transparency  was  new, 
the  rest  were  from  the  palmer's  lni\.  : 

In  several  houses  we  could  perceive  transparent 
cies  of  ships,  and  mottos,  all  significant  of  that 
event. 

At  the  adjutant-generai’s  ofiVce  the  British  flag, 
on  which  was  written  in  large  characters  “ taken  at. 
Erie.”  The  immense  crowd  which  was  collected  to 
:ee  the  British  flag  “token  at  Erie”  is  inconceivable;; 
several  bands  of  music  and  companies  of  ladies  vi- 
sited this  spectacle  so  exh derating. 

It  was  observed  by  a lady  in  the  group,  ^thnt  a 
“victory,  like  Perry’s  which  gave  security  and  re- 
“ pose  to  200,000  families,  wlio  had  a week  before 
“ never  went  to  sleep  with  the  certainty  of  escaping 
“conflagration  or  the  tomahawk  Until  morning,  was 
“ a true  occasion  for  rejoicing.” 

A trade. man’s  house  between  Tiiird  and  Fourth, 
in  Market  street,  displayed  at  every  window  a series 
of  shields  in  transparent  colbrs,  on  each  , of  which 
was  inscribed  the  names  of  some  of  our  gallant 

countrymen amongst  whom  were  Pike,  King, 

Chrystie , f Cools,  Croghan , Johnson — Rogers,  De- 
catur, Krill',  Lawrence,  Perry,  Jones,  Bainbridge t 
Channcey,  Burroughs,  Allen,  Moffat,  iVoosier , 
EtliaiL 


round  which  was  a scroll  containing  a phrase  from  I Mr.  Murray,  engraver,  had  an  exquisite  transpa- 
gen.  Harrison’s  official  letter — “ It  has  pleased  P'ro-\ rency.  And  there  were  several  which  we  should 
vidence  /”  f n the  summit  of  the  shaft  was  a bust,  have  wished  to  have  staid  and  seen,  but  the  current 
With  a scroll  above,  inscribed  “ Hati  djsox.” 


On  the  window  adjacent  was  a similar  shaft,  with 
a scroll  containing  the  sentence  float  corn.  Pern’s 
letter — “ It  km  pleased  the  Almighty,’*  and  on  the 


opportunity  to  dwell  for  any  sufficient  time  on  the 
transparencies  generally. 

The  town  at  10  o’clock,  displayed  a scene  of  si- 


summit  a bust  presented  by  the  scroll,  in  scribed  lienee  and  tranquility,  such  as  no  city  or  country  in 
^ P.-.rry.”  |tiie  universe  could  shew  the  like  ; it  was  not  the  sul- 

Ort  ihe  middle  story,  west  window,  was  a female ilen  command  of  despotism  or  the  agonizing  curfew, 
figure,  large  as  life,  with  the  American  shield,  the  I that  bade  slave?  retire  to  darkness'  and  sorrow; 
-stripes  in  the  lower  field,  and  the  stars  dh  a blue  { but  a free  and  happy  people,  elated  by  the  glory  and 
gi’ound  in  the  upper ; beneath  the  fed  of  the  figure,  safety  of  their  country,  and  the  achievments  of 
which  represented  America,  was  a lion  crouching,  their  gallant  defenders,  entering '.with  the  ardor  of 
with  the  foot  of  a figure  on  its  neck;  from  the  j honorable  virtue  into  the  celebration  of  their  happi- 
mmr  h of  the  figure  issued  a label  inscribed  “Urine,  (ness,  and  vindicating  their  claim  to  the  eternal  en- 
JUim'ty , Independence .**  joyment  of  their  liberties  and  right,  by  a reverence 

Oil  the  east  window  was  a representation  of  an  j ft  a*  social  order.  Philadelphia,  at  half  an  hour  after 
American  general  officer,  and  two  Indian  chiefs. at  exhibiting  the  streets  crowded  with  beauty,  in  num- 
m feet ; the  glittering  torhuhawk  and  scalping  knife  j bers  equal  at  least  to  any  city  of  the  world,  was  as 
were  on  the  ground;  and  from  the  mouth  of  one  of  j quiet  and  undisturbed  by  the  footsteps  of  the  pas- 


the  Indians  issued  u label  with  the  words  “ Accept 
&nr  submission.’* 

In  the  attic  window  was  a naval  trophy;  the 
ground  work  the  American  flag,  over  which  appear- 
ed in  relief,  k pennant  inscribed  “ Free  trade  anil  sail- 
ors rights’* 

The  west  part  of  Mr.  Rotch’s  house  in  Ninth 
TrCet,  was  illuminated  and  decorated  in  another  but 
elegant  style  ; the  numerous  windows  exhibited  wax 
lights  tastefully  interspersed  Willi  bouquets  and  flow- 
er vases  of  a great  variety  of  kinds,  and  Wreaths, 
festoons,  and  garlands  of  laurel,  myrtle,  oak,  palm 
and  grape  leaves. 

The  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Mills,  architect, 
in  George  street,  betweet  Eight  and  Ninth,  was 
beautifully  illuminated  ; in  the  front  there  was  a 
large  transparency  of  military  action,  the  flight  of 
the  enemy  and  the  pursuit,  in  a very  beautiful  style. 

At  the  corner  of  Eight  and  Race  streets  was  erect- 
ed a triumphal  arch  of  about  40  feet  elevation  and 
diameter,  illuminated;  and  bearing  a portrait  and 
emblems  corn  memorable  of  the  glorious  events, 

At  the  comer  of  Tiiird  and  Ciiesuut,  there  was  a 
very  elegant  transparency  : a portrait  of  a general 
officer  at  full  length,  with  military  apparatus — this 
transparency  was  very  well  executed. 


senger,  as  the  priaries  of  Louisiana — it  was  an  exqui- 
site sensation  to  view  at  half  past  nine  o’clock,  me 
gay,  giddy,  cheerful,  happy,  innocent  crowd,  press- 
ing wit  hout  rudeness  or  ill  nature  along  the  well  pav- 
ed footways — in  an  hour  all  disappeared — the  win- 
dows, which  were  illuminated  with  joy,  had  dis- 
charged their  tribute  to  public  gladness — they  were 
now  dedicated  to  silence  and  repose — the  streets  pre- 
sented their  accustomed  appearance,  and  the  lamps 
seemed  reluctant  to  show  tlie  passenger  his  way, 
jealous  of  the  biaze  that  had  concealed  their  useful- 
ness the  preceding  part  of  the  evening.  Aurora. 

AT  NEW-YOttK. 

On  Saturday  evening*,  October  23,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  common  council,  tlie  City  l full  was 
illuminated  in  honor  of  the  recent  successes  of  die 
American  arms  in  Upper  Canada.  That  magnificent 
structure,  by  far  tlie  most  splendid  pile  of  archi- 
tecture in  America,  and  not  exceeded  by  many  in 
Europe,  was  lighted  throughout  its  spacious  flout, 
(comprising  upwards  of  fifty  winnows  and  divisions 
in  tiie  portico)  to  the  tower  or  cupola  on  the  cent  re, 
as  Weil  us  in  its  extensive  wings,  containing  about 
thirty  windows.  The  transparent  naval  paintings 
used  at  the  former  celebrations  ill  the  city  hotel 
were  here  displayed,  with  the  addition  of  the  d}  ing 


The  theatre  presented  a variety  of  transparencies  1 injunction  of  the  gallant  Lawrence,  “d'ont  givngtifi i 
and  an  illumination  pf  coloured  lamps  ; the  effect  j the  ship,** 
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Tammany  Hall  next  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
thous *nds  of  admiring'  spectators.  Over  the  princi- 
pal entrance  of  this  building  was  exhibited  a well 
executed  emblematic  transparency,  painted  by  Mr. 
Holland,  representing  tlie  Indian  chiefs  surrendering 
to  general  Harrison,  soliciting  peace,  and  delivering 
their  women  and  children  as  hostages,  with  a view 
of  the  battle  of  lake  Erie,  and  commodore  Perry 
leaving  his  ship  for  tlie  Niagara. 

The  Theatre  presented  a transparent  painting, 
exhibiting  the  American  eagle  spreading  over  a 
considerable  portion  of  tlie  globe,  and  pointing  with 
its  beak  to  the  motto  from  Perry’s  immortal  des- 
patch, (elVe  have  met  the  enema,  and  than  are  ours 
The  front  of  this  massy  edifice  was  ornamented  with 
variegated  lamps. 

The  Naval  Panorama , next  adjoining,  exhibited  a 
mechanical  transparency,  representing,  in  continual 
and  rapid  motion,  a Hornet  striking  a Peticoch  in  its 
breast,  with  other  figures  and  suitable  devices  and 
inscriptions. 

At  the  Debtor's  Prison,  in  letters  of  lire,  appeared 
“IVe  have  met  the  enemy , &c."  Go  ye  and  do  likewise. 

Washington  and  Mechanics’-Halls  were  illumi- 
nated. The  custom-house  also,  and  the  different 
hotels,  public  houses,  and  markets,  joined  in  the 
brilliant  and  gratifying  displav. 

From  tlie  battery  was  seen  two  of  commodore 
Lewis’s  gun-boats,  superbly  decorated  with  lamps 
of  various  colors.  The  commodore’s  barge  was 
Ornamented  with  patriotic  transparencies,  and  in  the. 
course  of  the  evening,  a discharge  of  rockets  from 
bis  boat  enlivened  the  scene.  £ Columbian . 

AT  RICHMOND 

The  illumination  took  place  by  recommendation  of 
the  mayor  as  follows 

Fkllow  C it  ,t  z r.  n s — Again  “ BY  BLESSING  OF 
PROVIDENCE,”  WE  ARE  VICTORIOUS  The 
complete  victory  obtained  over  the  combined  Indian 
and  British  forces,  under  the  command  of  general 
Proctor,  who  has  himself  doubtless  ere  this  graced 
tlie  triumph  of  our  most  gallant  general  Harrison, 
will  give  us  entire  possession  of  the  Canadas ; and 
operate  more  powerfully  to  the  restoration  of  peace, 
than  the  mediation  of  any  power  on  earth.  Give  vent 
to  y»ur  feelings  ; think  of  Perry  who  paved  the  way, 
or  Harrison,  whose  intrepid  valor  has  thus  so  nobiy 
achieved  tlie  victory.  Let  an  illumination  generally 
take  place  throughout  our  city  on  the  evening  of  to- 
morrow, under  this  restriction  only  ; that  by  ten  of 
the  evening,  they  be  all  extinguished — the  safety  o' 
our  city  requires,  that  1 should  urge  this  precaution 
— when  it  is  most  ardently  wished,  that  every  citizen 
will  retire  with  grateful  hearts  to  their  respective 
abodes. 

Doubtless  every  patriotic  sentiment  will  lead  our 
citizens  to  concur  in  this  recommendation.  But  let 
the  houses  of  absentees,  of  orphans,  &, c.  which  mat 
not  be  lighted  on  this  memorable  occasion,  be  re- 
spected. 

Mayor's  office, 

Sunday  evening,  10  P.  M. 

, ROBERT  GREENIIOW,  Mayor. 

The  following  account  of  it  is  from  the  “ Virginia 
Patriot ,”  a “federal”  paper: 

The  illumination,  in  tiiis  city,  on  Monday  evening 
last,  was  by  far  the  most  splendid  we  have  ever  wit- 
nessed, and  in  every  respect  suited  to  the  occasion. 
Before  the  sable  clouds  of  night  had  enveloped  the 
the  city  in  darkness,  the  illumination  commenced, 
and  the  names  of  “ Perry,  Harrison,  and  Chauncey,” 
soon  shone  with  distinguished  lustre  in  every  quar- 
ter. Every  thing  like  base,  sordid  avarice  yield- 
ed to  the  finer  feelings  of  patriotism;  and  with  few 


exceptions,  a just  sensibility  pervaded  ev'erv  bosom* 
Many  transparent  ami  appropriate  paintings  present- 
ed themselves  to  the  view  ; but  it  would  be  invidi- 
ous to  notice  the  exertions  of  anv  particular  indivi- 
dual, where  all  performed  their  duly.  To  crown  tlie 
climax,  and  give  a zest  to  joy,  the  ladies  of  Rich- 
mond, were  seen  descending  in  lovely  groups  from 
Shockoe  Hill  to  tlie  main  street,  there  to  ornament 
and  embellish  the  scence.  Tlie  most  perfect  harnio- 
nv  and  good  order  prevailed  ; and  the  ladies  roam- 
ed about  in  full  security,  free  and  undisturbed  : In 
short,  l)ii l one  sentiment  seemed  to  exist  : the  sun- 
shine of  jov  and  exultation  illuminated  every  coun- 
tenance, and  none  was  found 

“ So  lost  to  virtue,  lost  to  manly  thought,** 

as  to  dare  interrupt  this  delightful  banquet  of  the 
mind,  bv  the  least  improper  conduct.  To  be  sure, 
the  civil  authority,  much  to  their  credit,  took  every 
necessary  step  to  prevent  disorderly  behaviour;  but 
we  rejoice  to  say,  sensual  pleasures  were  forgotten, 
while  the  names  of  “Perry,  Harrison  and  Chau  nee),” 
dwelt  on  every  tongue.  At  nine,  tlie  streets  were 
generally  clear  of  the  crowd,  and  at  ten  o’clock, 
agreeably  to  the  mayor’s  request,  every  light  was 
extinguished. 


Commodore  Chauncey. 

FROM  THK  NATIONAL  ADVOCATK. 

As  this  gallant  and  able  officer  lias  been  subject  t« 
much  criticism  and  some  obloquy,  we  deem  it  hut 
justice  to  give  the  following  rapid  and  concise 
sketch,  by  which  the  importance  of  his  services  may 
be  in  some  degree  estimated 

G.i  die  6Ji  October,  1812,  commodore  Chauncey 
arrived  at  Hacketl’s  Harbor  as  commander  of  live 
United  States’  naval  forces  on  the  lake's  Ontario, 
Erie,  Huron,  Michigan,  &.c.  at  which  time  the  only 
vessel  owned  by  the  United  States  on  the  waters  wefsc 
the  brig  Oneida.  He  immediately  purchased  all  the 
merchant  vessels,  and  fitted  them  as  gun-boats,  and 
on  the  8di  of  November  sailed  in  pursuit  of  the  ene- 
my with  the  Oneida  and  six  schooners,  and  having 
fallen  in  with  tiie  Royal  George  on  the  9th,  chased 
her  into  the  bay  of  Quinte.  In  the  night  lie  lost 
sight  of  her,  and  the  next  day  chased  her  into 
Kingston,  and  engaged  her  and  the  batteries  for  an 
hour  and  a half,  until  he  was  obliged  to  haul  off  by 
tiie  violence  of  the  wind.  On  the  1 2th  he  chased  the 
Earl  Moira  into  Kingston,  and  captured  the  trans- 
port sloop  Elizabeth  with  captain  Brock  of  the  49ih 
British  regiment,  which  was  under  convoy  of  the 
Earl  Moira.  Or,  the  10th,  he  took  off  Kingston, 
tlie  schooners  Jane  and  Mary  II., rt,  tlie  former  of 
which  was  burnt.  Tlie  enemy  were  kept  blockaded 
in  Kingston  until  the  7lh  December,  at  which  time 
com.  Chauncey  re i timed  into  Sackett’s  Harbor,  be- 
ing* no  longer  able  to  keep  the  Lke  on  account  of 
tlie  ice.  On  the  26th  of  November,  the  ship  Madi- 
son was  launched,  having  been  built  in  45  working 
clays.  He  then  proceeded  to  Erie,  and  purchased  nil 
the  private  vessels  on  that  lake,'  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  building  two  sloops  of  war.  From  thence 
he  came  to  this  city,  made  contracts  for  building  on 
both  lakes,  and  sent  on  the  Carpenters  and  oilier 
mechanics  necessary  far  that  purpose  to  Erie. 

On  the  ninth  of  April,  the  keei  of  the  General 
Pike  was  laid,  and  siie  was  launched  on  tlie  12th 
June;  during  which  time  the  commodore  had  also 
sent  carpenters- to  Black  Rock,  who  titled  out  and 
repaired  five  vessels  at  that  place,  which  were  sent 
to  Erie.  The  General  Pike  sailed  in  100  dai  s from 
the  time  her  keel  was  laid.  On  the  27th  April  our 
squadron  captured  at  Yoik  the  brig  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester and  20  boats,  and  destroy  ed  a ship  on  the 
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stocks  which  was  intended  to  mount  23  guns,  andi 
•arried  away  an  immense  quantity  of  shot,  shells 
and  other  munitions  of  war.  In  June  they  also  cap- 
tured the  transport  schooner  Lady  Murray,  laden 
with  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  and  several 
soldiers  of  the  8th  British  regiment. 

When  commodore  Chauncey  assumed  this  com- 
mand, a year  since,  the  enemy’s  force  upon  lake 
Ontario  consisted  of  six  vessels,  mounting  80  guns  ; 
upon  lake  Erie  five  vessels,  mounting  50  gum-. — 
The  guns,  munitions,  and  every  article  for  the  ar- 
mament and  fitting  our  vessels,  were  transported 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  officers, 
seamen  and  marines. 

Mark  die  result!  On  Erie  the  enemy’s  squadron 
has  been  all  captured  by  an  office."  selected,  by  com- 
modore Chauncey.  On  lake  Ontario,  he  has  recap- 
tured the  two  vessels  which  were  taken  by  the  rash- 
ness of  their  commanding  officers,  and  captured  a 
flotilla  of  the  enemy’s  transports  with  a large  body 
©f  troops  on  board,  and  convoyed  our  troops  from 
fort  George  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  besides  what  we 
have  before  stated.  He  has  endeavored  by  every 
means  in  his  power  to  bring  his  vaporing  adversary 
to  battle — but  the  latter  as  constantly  evaded  the 
•ontest,  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  decline  by  his 
vessels  sailing  better  in  squadron. 

From  a Baltimore  paper  of  July  16,  1307. 

A very  short  time  since,  capt.  Chauncey  returned 
from  a \ oyage  to  the  East  Indies,  winch,  under  a 
furlough  he  had  made  as  a private  citizen*  On  th. 
passage  home  in  the  Indian  Ocean  he  was  brought  to 
by  a British  ship  of  war  of  64  guns,  and  a lieu t.  and 
10  or  12  men  sent  on  board  his  ship.  The  British 
officer,  an  impertinent  puppy*  without  even  saluting 
dipt.  C.  as  a person  having  any  pretensions  to  gen- 
tility would  luivfe  done,  immediately  ordered  one  of 
his  men  to  stand  by  the  helm.  Capt.  C.  justly  of- 
fended, told  his  sailor  to  knock  any  man  down  who 
attempted  to  take  his  place  without  his  (Chatincey’s) 
orders.  The  attempt  Was  made,  and  the  English 
sailor,  by  prostration,  paid  his  tribute  of  veneration 
to  tlie  nerve  of  the  vankee.  The  lieut.  now  ripped 
out  as  many  handsome  oaths  and  threats  as  a person 
could  wish,  and  advanced  to  take  the  helm  himselfj 
— Chauncey  stepped  before  him,  and  upon  the  Eng-' 
lishman’s  laying  his  hand  upon  it,  seized  him  by  tjhe 
scruff  of  the  neck  and  threw  him  overboard  into 
the  boat.  Upon  this  the  lieut.  and  his  men  went  off, 
and  capt.  C,  was  presently  boarded  by  60  or  70  men, 
among  them  the  first  officer  of  bis  majesty’s  ship, 
who  abused  capt.  C.  in  words  not  a little,  for  his 
treatment  to  the  lieut.  ; who  replied,  I treated  the 
puppy  as  he  deserved.  He  either  did  not  know  his 
duty  and  the  manners  of  a. gentleman,  or  would  not 
exercise  them.  You  have  now  a superior  force  on 
board  the  ship — do  what  you  please.  Capt.  C.  then 
went  on  board  the  man  of  war,  where  he  received 
some  more  compliments  from  the  commodore,  to 
which  he  replied  in  the  same  manner  ; without  giv- 
ing* way  one  inch  to  that  haughty  spirit  which  cha- 
racterises too  many  of  the  officers  of  the  British 
navy.  This  spirit  probably  preserved  him  from  the 
effects  of  their  violence,  and  he  was  dismissed  as 

the  d dest  obstinate  vankee  rascal  they  had  ever 

jr.et  with,  without  their  knowing  him  as  any  thing 
else  than  the  master  of  a common  East  India  man. 

Previous  to  leaving  the  British  ship,  capt.C.  very 
leisurely  took  a memorandum  of  the  officer’s  names 
who  had  insulted  him,  saving,  “perhaps  I may  come 
athwart  von  some  day,  wlien  you  shall  know  who 
and  what  1 am}* 


CommodoreOliver  Hazard  Perry. 

Who  by  liis  late  brilliant  achievement  on  Lkfc 
Erie,  has  secured  to  himstdf  the  proudest  niche  iu 
the  temple  of  Fame,  is  the  eldest  son  of  ( 'lu/stopher 
Raymond  Perry,  esquire,  formerly  of  Newport, 
Rhode-Ishmd,  but  for  some  months  past  a resident 
of  this  town.  He  commenced  his  naval  career  about 
the  year  1793,  as  a midshipman,  and  served  in  that 
! capacity  a considerable  time  on  board  the  General 
I Greene,  of  32  guns,  commanded  by  his  father,  and 
[employed  principally  on  the  Havanna  station.  Oi> 
jthe  reduction  of  the  navy  in  1 3J1,  many  officers 
were  thrown  out  of  the  service;  but  young  PERRY, 
notwithstanding  the  comparative  inactivity  of  peace- 
ful times,  perseveringly  continued  in  the  profession 
he  had  chosen,  passing  through  the  various  grades 
of  promotion  until  we  find  him  in  the  winter  of 
1 1810-11,  lieutenant  and  commander  of  the  Revenge 
1 schooner,  attached  to  commodore  Rodgers’  ».qua* 
jdron,  which  wintered  that  season  at  New -London. 
[Here  lie  was  continually  under  the  eye  of  that  able 
land  accomplished  officer,  and  received  from  him  a 
full  share  of  that  confidence  which  lie  so  eminently 
merited.  A misfortune,  however,  overtook  him 
while  on  this  station.  The  Revenge,  in  returning 
from  Newport  to  Now  London,  in  thick  weather, 
struck  on  Watch-hill  reef,  and  went  to  pieces;  but 
the  crew  were  all  saved,  with  most  of  her  arma- 
ment. As  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  a court  of 
inquiry  was  instituted  to  investigate  lieutenant 
j Perry's  conduct  in  that  affair,  and  the  result  was  a 
I most  honorable  acquittal. 

| Lieutenant  Perry  was  afterwards  invested  with 
the  command  of  the  United  States’  flotilla  at  New- 
port,  where  lie  continued  until  some  months  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  present  war,  when  he  was 
appointed,  with  tlie  rank  of  master  and  commander, 
to  the  command  of  the  naval  forces  on  lake  Erie, 
which  at  that  time  consisted  of  a very  few  small 
vessels  only.  And  here  his  astonishing  assiduity  and 
unconquerable  perseverance  shone  forth  with  a 
splendor  which  fairly  augured  a brilliant  result  to 
ail  his  complicated  labors  in  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  a force  sufficient  to  cope  with  that  ot  the 
enemy.  Every  nerve  was  strained  for  the  purpose, 
artizans  and  sailors  were  sent  from  tlie  Atlantic 
states,  and  we  at  length  behold  him  sally  forth  to 
victory  and  to  glory. 

The  importance  of  the  late  victory  is  immense,  and 
the  public  joy  ou  tlie  occasion  has  been  completely 
and  unequivocally  manifested  by  the  sound  of  artil- 
lery, the  chiming  of  cells,  and  brilliant  illuminations 
from  one  extremity  of  the  country  to  the  other. 

Commodore  Perry  has  three  brothers  also  in  the 
navy,  two  of  whom  are  lieutenants  on  board  the 
President;  and  the  other,  the  youngest,  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  was  on  board  the  Lawrence,  ser- 
ving as  a midshipman  in  the  late  glorious  battle, 
and  was  the  only  one  of  that  class  of  officers  who 
was  not  either  killed  or  wounded  ! It  seems,  in  Let, 
almost  a miracle  that  in  the  midst  of  such  horrible 
carnage,  when  so  many  gallant  fellows  took  their 
way  to  the  “world  of  spirits,”  both  the  brothers 
should  escape  unhurt. 

Commodore  Perry  is  now  but  little  more  than 
twenty -eight  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1785.  [jYomci'ich  Courier.  ^ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

There  is  now  great  sensibility  in  the  faction  prints 
about  the  employment  of  the  Indians  against  those 
who  placed  the  tomahawk  in  then*  bands. — Debased 
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oreatures,  that  never  published  one  line  of  remark  on 
the  murders  they  committed  on  their  own  fellow- 
citizens  ; but  concealed  tlieir  cruelties  or  made  a 
savage  jest  of  them. 

Glorious  Hauhisov.  The  following  gener  d order, 
issued  on  the  day  of  the  debarkation  of  our  troops 
into  Canada , is  one  of  the  “unkindest  cuts”  the  “bul- 
"Soark  of  our  religion”  ever  received,  if  there  remains 
«ne  particle  of  shame  in  her  system  : 

Head- Quarters  on  board  the  Ariel, 
September  27,  1813. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  general  int  reats  his  brave  troops  to  remember 
ihrit  they  are  the  sons  of  sires  whose  fame  is  immor- 
tal : That  they  are  to  fight  for  the  rights  of  their  in- 
sulted country,  whilst  their  opponents  combat  for 
tfte  unjust  pretensions  of  a master. 

Kentuckians — remember  the  river  Raisin  ; but 
remember  it  o ily  whilst  the  victory  is  suspended. — 
The  revenge  of  a soldier  cannot  be  gratified  upon  a 
fallen  enemv.  Ih  command, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  A.  Adj.  General 

General  Harrison  (says  the  Democratic  Press)  has 
added  a new  manoeuvre  to  the  science  of  military 
tactics — the  charging  bayonet  on  horse  back  ; which 
rnay  afford  some  ingenious  Englishman  an  opportu- 
nity of  discovering  a method  of  counteracting  it, 
just  as  captain  Manby  has  explained  to  the  enlighten- 
ed John  Bull  the  American  secret  of  conquering  at 
sea. 

“General  Harrison’s  detailed  letter  (says  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer J tells  us  every  tiling  that  we  wish  to 
know  about  the  officers  except  himself.  He  does  jus- 
tice to  every  one,  but  to  Harrison — and  the  world 
must,  therefore,  do  justice  to  the  man  who  was  too 
modest  to  be  just  to  himself.  We  ask  what  heart  is 
there  that  does  not  bow  with  gratitude  to  the  gallan- 
try of  Shelby,  who  has  shone  in  two  wars,  and  of 
Perry,  who  conquers  on  both  elements.” 

A British  major. — The  following  gasconading  no- 
tice was  sent  out  to  judge  Moore,  of  Champlain,  by 
major  Perreault,  who  commands  about  sixty  Cana- 
dians and  Indians  at  Odletown.  A few  nights  previ- 
ous to  the  promulgation  of  this  petty  mandate,  our 
militia  had  attacked  a picket  near  the  lines,  which  so 
excited  the  ire  of  the  British  major,  that  he  issued, 
Without  delay,  the  following  “ humane  advertisement.” 
“La  Cole,  1 Otli  October. 

“ Citizens  of  Champlain  ! — I am  happy  that  huma- 
nity should  still  have  so  much  power  over  me  so  as 
to  inform  you  that  should  any  of  the  militia  of  Cham- 
plain, be  found  ;>  jvering  this  side  of  the  line,  I will 
let  loose  upon  your  village  and  inhabitants,  th»  Ca- 
nadian and  indian  force  under  my  command.  You ! 
are  probably  aware  that  it  lias  been  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  I have  till  now  withheld  them.  But  your 
cowardly  attack  at  midnight,  of  a small  picket  of 
ours,  has  torn  asunder  the  veil  which  hid  you  from 
them. — So  beware  ! 

J.  PERREAULT,  major  commanding  ad.  post. 

“P.  S.  M.  ijor  Perreault  would  be  obliged  to  the 
honorable  judge  Moore,  to  acquaint  the  citizens  of 
Champlain  of  the  tenor  of  the  above  humane  ad- 
vertisement. i 

The  Salem  Gazette  of  the  22d  instant,  thus  an* 
Bounces  Harrisorts  victory — 

“At  length  the  handful  of  British  troops,  which  for 
more  than  a year  had  baffled  the  numerous  armies  of 
the  United  Stales , in  the  invasion  of  Canada,  deprived 
of  the  genius  of  the  immortal  Brock,  have  been  obli- 
ged to  yield  to  superior  power  and  numbers.” 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser , of  the  23d,  on  the 
«ame  subject,  says — 

HfVe  shall  surrender  ttU  enr  conquests  at  a peace. 


Jt  is  indeed  a hopeful  exploit  for  Harrison , with  Jive- 
thouscind  troops , who  have  been  assembling  and  pre- 
paring ever  since  Ju'y , 1812,  to  Jight  and  conquer 
four  hundred  and  ffty  worn  out , exhausted  British, 
regulars,  whom  the  Indians  had  previously  deserted. 

“Does  this  wipe  away  the  disgrace  of  the  surren- 
dei'  of  Hull,  of  2000  to  1400 — or  of  Winchester** 
defeat,  or  of  Clay’s  destruction  ?” 

A late  London  paper  says — “On  the  passage  of  tho 
Frolic,  captain  Mitchell,  to  Portsmouth,  from  iho 
Downs,  she  made  her  number  to  the  Niobe,  captai*. 
Montague,  which  ship  is  in  attendance  to  H.  R.  II. 
the  duke  of  Clarence,  at  Brighton.  As  soon  as  hi» 
royal  highness  understood  it  was  the  Frolic  whick 
had  been  captured  by  the  American  sloop  of  wap 
Wasp,  lie  expressed  a wish  to  go  on  board  of  her* 
which  he  did  in  two  hours  afterwards,  and  held  a, 
levee.  The  officers  were  introduced  to  his  royal 
highness,  and  complimented  on  the  native  gallantry* 
they  had  displayed.” 

[Now  what  would  “his  royal  highness”  hare  saic^ 
if  the  Frolic  had  taken  the  H'asp  ?] 

From  the  London  Sun  of  August  13. — In  our  lasO 
page  we  have  given  some  curious  extracts  from  the 
American  papers.  American  honor  is  as  distinguished 
on  land  by  the  service  of  officers  on  parole,  not  t* 
serve,  as  her  courage  is  conspicuous  on  the  seas  by 
her  largest  frigates  running  away  from  the  British 
smallest,  mistaking  them  (fear  is  a great  magnifier  of 
objects)  in  the  mist  for  seventy  fours. 

“The  capture  of  the  Argus  is  the  second  lesson  of 
inferiority.  The  Yankees  said  they  wanted  a few 
besides  the  Chesapeake.  Why  don’t  they  come  fairly 
to  the  task?  They  would  soon  have  knowledge  beaten 
into  them.” 

[“Fame  let  thy  trumpet  tnmx!, 

“Ttll  all  the  world  around” 

That  a British  sloop  of  war  cjptured  an  American 
brig,  after  almost  an  hour’s  hard  fighting.] 

It  appears  the  British  are  now  building  ninety-six 
vessels,  to  carry  in  the  whole,  according  to  rate, 
4048  guns— eight  of  them  are  first  rates — fourteen 
74*s,  six  5 0’s,  twenty-five  frigates,  See. 

Among  the  prisoners  on  board  the  ship  Detroit , 
captured  on  Erie,  were  two  indians  who  had  been 
placed  in  the  tops  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  but 
skulked  below  on  the  first  broadside  from  the  Law- 
rence. Commodore  Ferny  asked  one  of  them,  wh® 
could  speak  a little  English,  what  he  had  been  placed 
there  for  ? — he  replied  “to  shoot  Yankees.” 

Captain  Allen,  late  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus. — The 
following  is  from  an  Irish  newspaper.  From  the 
amiable  character  of  the  deceased,  as  well  as  from 
the  distinguished  humanity  that  lias  marked  the 
whole  proceedings  of  our  seamen,  we  cannot  doubt 
the  literal  truth  of  the  fact.  How  unlike  the  conduct- 
or the  enemy,  for  whom  many  in  the  United  States 
claim  every  ennobling  qualit  y,  and  contend  that  the 
good  actions  of  our  people  are  mere  copies  of  Bri- 
tish magnanimity  ! Where  shall  we  find  any  thing 
like  this?  Aristides  and  Rhinaldini ! — The  officers 
of  the  United  States’  sloop  of  war  W asp,  captured 
by  the  Poic tiers,  were  rifled  of  every  thing — those 
of  the  Chesapeake  were  compelled  to  attend  the  fu- 
neral of  their  late  commander  in  the  very  clothes 
they  fought  in,  having  no  change  of  raiment  left 
them  ; and  the  dying  Lawrence  hardly  got  a drop 
ot  the  wine  that  had  belonged  to  Ii  s private  stores, 
to  cherish- expiring  nature  ! Cockburn,  an  aduiii al, 
a very  thief,  did  deeds  on  the  shores  of  the  Chesu- 
peake  that  a plunderer  of  the  Pyrenees  would  have 
thought  bene-th  him.  In  the  whole  of  our  acquaint- 
ance with  the  enemy,  we  have  found  but  two  offi- 
cers worthy  of  comparison  with  our  common  priva- 
teersmen ; they  are  sir  Tpojjias  Hardy,  of  the  Ka- 
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wilies,  and  captain  Byron,  oP'  the  Belvidera.  We,  and  on  behalf  of  Ills  majesty,  has  been  pleased  it> 
mention  them  with  pleasure;  for  they  stand  like  j appoint  liie  following*  officers  to  take  the  rank  by 


hots  in  horrid  Sodom,  to  intercede  for  a race  of 
monsters.  See  page  142. 

“It  would  be  injustice  not  to  notice  the  excellent 
conduct  of  captain  Allen,  of  the  Argus.  He  allowed 
the  passengers  and' crews  of  the  Betsey  and  Mariner 
to  remove  every  article  of  their  private  property  ; 
and  in  order  that  they  might  have  liberty  to  do  so, 
he  would  not  suffer  one  of  his  officers  or  crew  to  be 


brevet,  as  undermentioned 

To  be  major-genera h. — -Colonels  Duncan  Her  rack, 
John  Vin  rent,  4Pth^regi»nent ; Robert  L?  hbvidge, 
infantry  field  officer;  Henry  Proctor,  41st;  A. 
Hdckett,  104th  ; L.  i)e  Watteville. 

To  be  colonels. — Lieutenant-colonels  W.  Douglass, 
:98th  regiment;  H.  Scots  103d  regiment;  J.  B.  St. 


George,  infantry  field  officer  ; J.  Menron 
present  below  whilst  they  were  employed  in  packing)  Copy  of  a 1st  ter  from  brigadier -general  Parker  to  the 
up  their  effects.  Captain  Gilbert,  of  the  Mariner,  Secretary  at  war,  dated 


had  left  some  articles  of  -cabin  furniture  behind, 
which  captain  Allen  sent  after  him  in  his  boat.  A 
great  coat,  belonging  to  an  officer  of  one  of  the  cap- 
tured ships,  was  missing,  and  it  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Argus.’  Captain 
Alien  immediately  ordered  the  man  to  be  tied  up, 
npd  he  actually  received  a severe  flogging.  Consi- 
derable stalls  in  specie  were  saved  by  the  passengers, 
as  captain  Allen  would  not  allow  his  men  to  touch 
a single  article.” 

The  greater  part  of  the  British  vessels  of  wav 
lately  at  Halifax,  have  left  that  port,  destination 
unknown — supposed  for  the  Chesapeake. 

MILITARY. 

No  certain  accounts  of  the  movement  of  the  north- 
ern army  under  Wilkinson,  has  yet  reached  us.  We 
have  a report  that  the  whole  force  sailed  from  Sack- 


Buulixgtox,  October  19, 1813. 
Sm — T have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a communi- 
cation from  colonel  Isaac  Clarke,  dated  the  15th  irisL 
The  expedition  appears  to  have  been  well  concert- 
ed and  happily  executed,  for  which  the  colonel  de- 
serves great  credit. 

On  our  part  none  were  killed,  and  only  two  wound- 
ed, neither  of  them  dangerously. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour 
obedient  servant,  THOMAS  PARKER, 

Brigader-geueral  commanding’. 
The  how.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  war. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Clark  to  brigadier-ge- 
neral Parker,  dated 

Camp  Shazey-LaniViiig,  Oct.  15,1813. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I can  inform  you  of  a suc- 

elC s Harbor  on  the  18th  ins  V Destination  unknown,  cessful  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Massesquoj  bay  oil 


We  have  nothing  important  from  the  Creek  coun 
try  ; but  from  the  arrangements  made,  we  expect 
iimmuiiately  to  hear  that  the  British  allies  in  that 
quarter,  who  formed  a “ holy  league ” to  murder  and 
destroy,  are  also  on  their  “beam  ends.” 

From  a statement  made  in  the  Kentucky  Gazette 


of  the  12th  instant,  it  appears 


the  morning  of  the  12th  inst.  (after  detailing  his 
approach  to  the  enemy  which  evinces  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  country,  the  colonel  states  : ) At 
this  tiiTie  I had  only  the  riflemen  with  me,  the  artille- 
ry moving  slow  and  die  militia  protecting  their  rear. 
VVe  proceeded  to  the  village  (Massesquoi)  and  ar- 


that  that  state  has  [ rived  within  fifteen  rods  of  the  enemy  before  we 


sent  to  the  frontiers  since  the  declaration  of  war,  no  I were  discovered.'  We  found  them  draw  up  uncier 
less  than  seventeen  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seven-  major  Powell  in  a manner  that  would  have  annoyed 

tyfyoe  men!  What  an  exertion  fora  country  that  | us  much  had  we  attacked  them  by  water,  .but  wholly 

twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  was  a wilderness  ! — Ken- ! unprepared  to  defend  themselves  on  the  land  side  ; 
tucky  has  lost  many  of  her  choisest  sons  in  this  con-  j they  commenced  a fire  on  the  left  flank,  but  in  ten 
fiict,  but  her  zeal  and  courage  is  unabated.  She  has  | minutes  after  the  first  attack  they  laid  down  then* 
now  at  least  7000  men  in  the  service— -in  Canada  or ; arms  and  surrende  red  themselves  prisoners  or  war. 

Understanding  that  a force  of  200  men  under  col. 
Lock  was  marching  to  attack  us,  I dispatched  capt. 


©n  its  frontier. 

On  the  20th  inst.  the  troops  under  gen.  Hampton, 


then  at  ihe  “Four  corners  Chataugac,”  drew  six  days  : Finch  with  his  company  to  reconnoitre  them  and  as 

certain  their  course.  He  proceeded  with  such 


provisions,  and  vyere  on  the  eve  of  a march. 


The  1st  and  3rd  regiments  of  Vermont  militia, ! promptness  and  ability  as  to  surprise  and  capture  the 
stationed  at  Burlington,  were  reviewed  byr  brig.  gen. ; advanced  guard,  consisting  of  cavalry,  excepting  one 


Parker  on  the  15th,  who  dismissed  ail  the  next  uay 
except  those  that  had  volunteered  to  enter  the  ene- 
TnVs  country. 

The  Burlington  paper  tells  us  that  Hampton  has 
in  custody  several  curious  persons,  who  had  been 
lurking  about  his  army. 

“From  private  letters  received  In  this  city  (says  the 
’National  Intelligencer  of  the  28th)  from  the  north, 
we  learn  that  gen.  Wilkinson  has  been  very  ill  at 
fort  George.  lie  moved  with  the  troops  from  that 
pi  ace  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and,  at  the  last  dates 
from  the  latter  place,  was  still  indisposed,  hut  not 
so  much  so  as  to  prevent  his  commanding  the  con- 
templated expedition — which  lias  been  much  delay- 
ed by  circumstances  that  no  human  ingenuity  could 
control.  If  commodore  Chauncey  could  have  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  the  British  fleet,  as  was  ex- 
pected, our  work  would  have  been  easy.  No  fault 
rs  attributable  to  him— he  has  done  all  that  could  be 
done,  as  his  antagonist  had  the  heels  of  him,  and 
always  availed  himself  of  the  advantage  his  superior 
sailing  afforded  him.  We  must  soon  expect  some- 
thing interesting  from  that  quarter.” 

Extract  from  a late  ..Montreal  paper. 

‘TSis  royal  highness  the  prince  regent*  in  the  name 


man  who  escaped,  and,  giving  the  information,  the 
enemy  retreated. 

The  prisoners  were  then  put  on  board  our  boats 
an  1 sent  o Burlington.  . 

Our  whole  force  engaged  was  one.  hundred  and , 
two — the  number  of  prisoners  taken  is  one  hundred 

and  one,  their  killed  nine  and  wounded  fourteen. 

1 am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  ser- 
vant>  ISAAC  CLARK. 

Brig.  Gen.  Parker, 

commanding  at  Burlington,  Vi. 

Buffalo,  October  19. 

Extract  from  a letter,  dated  Fort  George,  October  17. 

“On  the  11th  inst.  we  marched  out  with  a force  of 
eleven  hundred,  inclusive  of  Indians  to  see  what 
had  become  of  the  gallant  Vincent.  But  we  found 
that  he  had  absconded  precipitately,  burning  all  the 
public  property  he  could  reach.  From  the  best  in- 
formation there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  militia,  who  were  supposed  by  the  ene- 
my to  amount  to  500 0 men,  and  the  employment  or 
tiie  Indians,  struck  terror  to  their  souls  and  caused 
dieir  retreat.  We  marched  to  the  Twelve  Mfle 
Creek,  and  were  pursuing  the  rear  guard  of  tneene- 
jiv,  who  were,  abou  t two  hundred  strong  at  the  i or* 
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C't ,py  of  a letter  from  commodore  Chatincey  to  tlfl' 
secretary  of  the  navy , dated 

X-'nited  StstttV  siMp  General  Pike, 

Snckett’s  Harbor,  8tli  Oct.  1813. 
Sir, — As  soon  a3  the  last  of  liie  fioi.il  L with  the 
troops  cleared  the  Niagara,  I proceeded  in  quest  of 
die  eupmy . On  the  2d  instant,  at  10  A.  M.  discovered 
him  steering  a course  for  Niagara  with  studding* 
sails  and  all  sails  set,  wind  from  the  south  and  west- 
ward ; we  made  all  sail  in  chase,  but  as  soon  as  we 
shot  out  from  the  land  so  that  he  could  fairly  make 
us  ou  , h-:  took  in  studding-sails  and  hauled  upon  a 
wind  to  the  westward  and  made  all  sail  from  us; 
the  wind  being  light  all  day  we  made  but  little 
progress  against  the  current,  and  at  sun-down  the 
enemy  was  off' Twenty  Mile  Creek  and  had  evidently- 
gained  considerably  from  us.  During  the  night  tin* 
Wind  continued  so  light  that  we  altered  our  position 
but  very  little,  and  at  day -light  on  the  3d  saw  the 
enemy  at  anchor  close  ih  the  island  between  Twelve 
and  Twenty  mile  creek  ; as  soon  as  he  saw  us  he 
weighed  and  made  ail  sail  io  the  westward,  wind 
from  south  to  south-west  and  squally.  I made  all 
sail  in  chase,  and  continued  the  chase  the  whole 
day,  it  blowing  very  heavy  in  squalls  ; at  sun-dowa 
we  could,  barely  make  him  out  from  the  mast-head 
when  he  appeared  nearly  up  to  the  head  of  the  lake ; 
it  continued  squally  with  rain  and  the  night  very 
dark  ; at  da)  light-  on  the  4th  hazy,  could  see  no- 
thing of  the  enemy — continued  working  up  for  the 
head  of  the  lake  ; towards  meredian  it  became  calm, 

I ordered  the  Lady  of  the  Luke  to  sweep  up  to  Bur- 
lington Bay  and  ascertain  whether  the  fleet  was 
their  class, ' in  the  world,  strongly  manned  with  as  there — at  half  past  9 P.  M.  she  returned  with  in- 
brave  men 'as.  are  brought  down  'the  bloody  Hag  of  j formation  that  the  fleet  was  not  there.  Saw  but  two 
Ung land.  1 gumboats.  It  struck  me  at  once  that  he  had  availed 

By  ;;  lettqr  from  Gloucester,  C.  II.  Ya.  it  appears  | himself  of  the  darkness.of  the  preceding  night  and 
that  all  the.  vessels  were  not  put  on  the  23d  instant ; I had  either  run  for  Kingston  or  down  the  lake  for  the 
three  of  them  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  j purpose  of  intercepting  the  flotilla  with  the  army, 
place-  A regiment  of  militia  with  a proportion  of  1 1 therefore  made  all  sail  and  shaped  my  course  for 
cavalry  and  artillery,  had  been  called  called  out  to  the  Ducks,  with  a view  of  intercepting  him  or  his 
assist  them  it  n-  cessary ; they  wait  for  a gde  of 'prizes  if  he  should  have  made  any.  The  wind  in- 
creased to  a strong  gale  from  the  northward  and 
westward  and  continued  during  the  whole  day  on 
the  5th,  we  therefore  made  a great  run,  for  at  1 P. 
M.  we  passed  Long- Point;  at  3 discovered  seven 
sail  near  the  F.dse  Ducks  ; presuming  them  to  be 
the  fleet  made  sail  in  chase  ; at  4 made  them  out  to 


\Vith  baggage  and  sick.  But  the  movements  or 
ettl.  Scott,  who  gave  ns  notice  thu<  he  was  about  to 
quit  this  fort,  compelled  gen.  M‘C lure  very  reluc- 
tantly to  give  up  the  pursuit.  Wt  took  a Circuit 
through  the  country  to  Chippewa,  and  mence  to  this 
place.  We  have  collected  immense  quantities  of 
public  stores — perhaps  lUO'J  barrels  oi  flour,  3 or 
409  stand  of  arms,  500  hides,  tallow,  bread,  hats, 
&.C.  The  conduct  of  the  Indians  ought  to  silence 
the  British  pretext  of  not  being  able  to  restrain 
diem.  The  address  of  gen.  M ‘Clare  is  a sufficient 
stwnment  on  their  conduct.  We  have  a party  now 
out.  Col.  Chapin  is  with  them.  We  look,  for  news 
from  them  every  moment.” 

The  23d  infantry  and  11  the  light  artillery,  have 
left,  fort  George  and  taken  up  their  line  of  march 
for  the  eastward  on  Thursday  last.,  col.  W.  Scott  ac- 
companied them  ; but  we  do  not  learn  that  gen.  M. 
Porter  has  left  fort  Niagara. 

We  learn  that  col.  Gri  ve,  with  the  7th  regt.  of 
s'tate  artillery,  is  on  his  inarch  for  the  frontier. 

NATAL 

The  enemy  has  again  appeared  in  Long  Island 
*ou)td,  and  look  or  burnt  a few  small  vessels.  Com. 
Lewis,  with  ins  flotilla  of  gun  boats,  left  New- York 
to  repel  them  on  the  21st  iiist. 

We  have  nothing  interesting  ns  to  the  blockades 
of  New- London  or  the  Chescapeahe. , except  every 
reason  to  believe  that  a fleet  of  Baltimore  privateers 
and  letters  of  marque  got  safely  to  sea  some  days 
ago.  The  enemy  will  soon  hear  of  them  and  reei 
them.  Among  them  are  some  of  the  best  vessels  <4 


w,ind. 

Of  Cattaix  Pouter,  who  left  the  Del.. ware  Octo- 
ber 25,  1312,  in  the  Essex  twelve  months  ago,  we 
have  the  following  account,  communicated  to  the 
editor  (if  tile  Democratic  Press , in  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Boston,  dated  October  21 — It  is  what  the 
printers  call  “roundabout,”  but  may  he  true  : 

“A  gentleman  dined  w ith  me  jcslerday,  who  is 
of  Norfolk,  his  name  Bank.sy  he  had  just  arrived 
from  Havanna.  Tie  informed  me  that  in  the  middle 
of  August  last,  he  was  in  Jamaica,  where  were 
three  or  four  gentlemen,  masters  of  vessels,  who 
had  been, captured  by  captain  Porter  of  the  frigate 
Essc-r,  an.d  carried,  ships  and  cargoes,  into  Lima. 
When  they  had  been  liberated  they  travelled  on 
mules  across  the  southern  continent  to  Porto  Bello, 
on  their  way  to  England.  They  had  been  comman- 
ders of  South  Sea  ships,  engaged  in  ihe  whale  fish- 
ery, See.  Captain  Porter  was  m fine  health,  as  was 
all  his  ship’s  company.  Frigate  and  crew  in  excel- 
lent order,  lie  had  with  him  an  excellent  man  of 
War  brig  which  he  had  t.xken  and  officered,  and  man- 
ned her  by  new  enlistments,  and  kept  her  in  compa- 
ny for  cruizing  Site  was  a very  fine  vessel.  He  got 
at  Lima  all  supplies.  He  had,  as  those  English  mas- 
ters expressed  it,  “gutted  many  Vessels,  and  had 
much  property  on  board.”  lie  was  endeavoring  the 
sale  of  -the  captured  ships,  but,  wu-i  not  permitted: 
it  was,  however,  expected  he  would  accomplish  it.” 
Two  elegant  gal  lies  were  launched  at  Piatt  sbui'g , 
lake  Champlain,  on  the  9th  instant.  On  the  next 
day,  two  long  18  pounders  were  mounted  upon  them, 
and  they  proceeded  directly  after  to  the  foot  of  the 
lake  under  the  command  of  commodore  MfDenouJh. 


ihe  sloops  and  sciioo 
Sylph  and  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  to  cast  off  their 
tow,  and  chase  N E.  soon  after  perceiving  the  enemy 
separating  on  different  tacks,  1 cast  on  the  Governor 
Tompkins  from  this  ship,  gave  the  squadron  ia 
charge  of  captain  Crane  and  made  a 1.1  sail  in  chase; 
at  5 tiie  enemy  finding  us  to  gain  fast  upon  him,  and 
one  of  his  gun-vessels  sailing  much  worse  than  the 
est,  lie  took  the  people  out  and  set  her  on  fire.  At 
sun-down,  when  opposite  the  Beal  Ducks,  the  Ha- 
milton, (late  Growler)  Confiance,  (late  Julia)  and 
M rv  Ann,  struck  to  us.  The  Sylph  soon  after 
brought  down  the  Drummond,  cutter-rigged.  The 
Lady  Gore  run  into  the  Ducks,  hut  the  Sylph  (which 
was  left  to  watch  her)  took  possession  of  her  early 
the  next  morning.  T ie  Enlerprize,  a small  schooner, 
is  the  only  one  that  escaped,  and  she  owed  her  safety 
to  die  d .rkness  of  the  night. 

Finding  much  difficulty  in  shifting  the  prisoners, 
owing  to  tile  smallness  of  our  boats  and  a heavy  sea, 
I determined  to  take  the  prizes  in  tow  and  run  for 
this  place  and  land  the  prisoner*  and  troops  that  I 
had  on  board..  We  mi  rived  here  at  day  light. -On  the 
6th,  the  Lab  \ a:  the  L da*  having  lowed  one  of  the 
prizes  in,  i dispatched  her  immediately  to  cvtn-ie 
between  the  Beal  and  False  Ducks.  Site  returned 
the  same  afternoon,  having  discovered  the  enemy's 
squadron  going  Liu®  Kingxlcua. 
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I have  repaired  the  principal  damages  sustained 
*y  this  sliip  in  the  action  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
have  put  a new  fore-mast  into  the  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. We  are  now  ready  and  waiting  the  movements 
©f  the  army  which  is  contemplated  will  leave  here 
«n  the  10th. 

The  vessels  captured  on  the  5th  are  gun-vesseis, 
mounting  from  1 to  3 guns  each,  with  troops  from 
the  head  of  the  lake  (but  last  from  York)  bound  to 
Kingston.  We  learnt  from  the  prisoners  that  the 
enemy  was  very  much  cut  up  in  their  hulls  and 
spars,  and  a great  many  men  killed  and  wounded, 
particularly  on  board  the  Wolfe  and  Royal  George. 
I inclose  herewith  a list  of  the  prisoners*  taken 
•n  the  5th. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant.  ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Sec’ry  of  the  navy,  Washington. . 


American  Prizes. 

WEBKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  136. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

<JAud  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

631.  (<His  majesty's ” packet  Morgiana,  18  guns, 
9 pounders,  two  of  them  long  brass  pieces,  50  men, 
burthen  400  tons,  captured  by  the  privateer  Saratoga 
•f  4 guns  and  116  men,  by  boarding.  [The  Saratoga, 
chased  by  a frigate,  had  been  compelled  to  throw 
overboard  12  of  her  guns  previous  to  the  action,  but 
took  the  brass  pieces  from  the  packet  and  continued 
her  cruise.]  The  Morgiana  was  obstinately  defended 
— had  two  men  killed  and  five  wounded,  among  the 
latter,  the  captain  severely.  The  Saratoga  had  three 
men  killed  and  seven  wounded.  Before  the  Morgiana 
struck  she  threw  over  the  mail.  The  prize  lias  ar- 
rived at  Newport,  R.  1.  where  her  late  captain  has 
publicly  ottered  his  thanks  to  the  prize-master  for  Ins 
humanity,  &.c. 

632.  Ship  — , captured  by  the  Saratoga  and  burnt. 

633.  Brig — , captured  by  ditto  and  ditto. 

634.  Schooner , of  130  tons,  from  St.Johns  for 

the  West-Indies,  sent  into  Machias,  by  the  privateer 
General  Stark. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Vermont  election. — There  was  no  legal  choice  of 
governor  by  the  people  at  the  last  election.  Mr. 
(Jalusha  (rep.)  had  a majority  of  295  over  Mr.  Chit- 
tenden (fed.)  but  not  a plurality  of  all  that  were 
given,  and  the  choice  was  decided  by  a joint  ballot 
of  the  council  [or  senate]  and  assembly.  The  coun- 
cil, elected  by  a general  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
state,  consists  of  eight  republicans  and  four  federal- 
ists, the  assembly  of  109  federalists  and  103  repub- 
licans. On  the  joint  ballot,  Mr.  Chittenden  (fed.)  had 
a majority  of  three  votes,  and  is  governor  of  Vermont. 

'Xjr’Tiiere  is  a special  law  in  Vermont  providing 
that  citizens  of  the  state,  belonging  to  the  army,  may 
vote  in  any  part  of  the  state  for  state  officers ; but 
all  such  votes  were  thrown  by  as  illegal.  It  is  stated 
tjjat  Vermont  has  from  2 to  3000  citizens  in  arms. 


DELAWARE  ELECTION. 


Counties. 

Rodney. 

Riddle. 

New-Custle, 

1128 

2033 

Sussex,  majority  J 

1114 

to 

Kent,  f do.J 

662 

00 

2904 

2033 

Mr.  Rodney  is  a “federalist.”  A3  many  do  noL 
*Thi$  list  is  already  inserted,  see  page  135. 


know  that  there  are  two  families  of  the  Rodneys  «■ 
Delaware*  who  have  never  agreed  on  any  political 
question  since  1775,  it  may  serve  the  public  infor- 
mation to  state,  that  the  Mr.  Rodney  elected  is  of^ 
the  opposite  line  to  the  late  attorney  -general  of  the 
United  States. 

The  legislature  of  New- Jersey,  met  at  Trenton  on 
the  26th.  In  the  council,  Charles  Clark  (rep.)  was 
elected  to  the  chair  without  opposition.  In  the  house 
the  votes  were,  for  Bateman  (rep.)  20 — Pearson 
(fed.)  11. 

“ The  St.  Mary’s  f JMd.J  return  is  deemed  illegal, 
as  the  law  expressly  says  that  the  levy  court  of  the 
county,  in  the  month  of  August,  yearly,  shall  ap- 
point the  next  ensuing  judges,  and  that  judges  must 
be  sworn  in  on  the  day  of  election,  first  Monday  of 
September,  by  a magistrate,  and  if  no  magistrate  is 
at  hand,  the  first  named  judge  is  to  swear  m himself 
and  he  to  swear  the  two  assistant  judges  ; no  com- 
mission however,  issued  from  the  levy  court,  and  the 
last  year’s  judges  undertook  to  open  the  poll  and 
make  the  return  without  any  swearing  in.”  \A.Her. 

Flour  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  October  20,  #17 
per  barrel. 

A trading  vessel  on  Erie,  belonging  to  Mr.  Park, 
of  Buffalo,  was  wrecked  near  the  town  of  Erie  on 
the  10th  inst.  There  was  a dreadful  gale  on  the  lake 
that  day,  with  a fall  of  snow  about  three  inches  deep. 
It  was  thought  that  some  of  the  vessels  of  Ferry’s 
fleet  may  have  suffered. 

LATEST  FROM  MEXICO. 

Alexandria,  f Lous.J  Sept.  -24  — The  unfortunate 
sufferers  are  coming  in  daily.  Ii  appears  that,  much 
to  the  astonishment  of  all,  Elesondo  has  liberated 
the  Americans  taken  prisoners  in  and  after  the  action. 
No  parole  was  required ; he  advised  them  never  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  royalists  again,  unless  by 
approbation  of  the  American  government,  of  which 
he  spoke  with  much  respect  and  intimated  that  an 
expedition  under  the  patronage  of  government,  would 
have  his  co-operation — fie  treated  the  Americans 
with  humanity  and  supplied  them  with  provisions 
for  their  return  home  ; but  most  of  the  Spanish  pri- 
soners were  shot. 

General  Toledo  arrived  here  on  Monday  evening 
last — he  has  the  entire  approbation  of  the  officers 
and  men  generally,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
lie  was  eminently  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  com- 
mand, and,  had  his  orders  been  obeyed,  would  have 
led  the  Patriots  on  to  triumph  and  to  glory. 

There  is  no  kind  of  doubt,  that  at  the  time  of  re- 
treat, the  Patriots  had  much  the  advantage,  and, 
could  the  officers  have  rallied  them,  their  triumph 
would  have  been  complete.  It  is  stated  that  the 
royalists  lost  upwards  of  700  and  the  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  Patriots  did  not  exceed  four  hundred. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

We  have  an  arrival  from  Leith  at  Boston,  that 
brings  London  dates  to  the  7th  of  September. 

We  have  reports  (and  nothing  but  reports)  of  a 
great  battle,  fought  between  the  French  and  the  al- 
lies near  Dresden , about  the  20th  of  August,  in  which 
both  claim  the  victory.  One  account,  however,  de- 
finitely states  that  Bonaparte  had  got  a complete 
victory,  and  entered  Berlin,  on  the  24th  or  2ith  of 
the  same  month. 

This  is  also  announced  by  the  minister  of  the  po- 
lice at  Paris,  but  he  gives  no  particulars.  We  believe 
it,  because  a depression  of  the  funds  was  felt  at 
London. 

We  have  never  seen  so  much  sty ff,  with  so  little 
point.  It  only  certainly  appears,  that  Austria  is  at 
war  with  France,  anu  there  has  been  a dreadfttl 
1 battle. 
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Hamilton’s  Report. 

(Uf’The  editor  presents  this  supplement  to  his 
patrons  chiefly  to  get  in,  and  keep  in  one  body,  a 
considerable  portion  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  celebrated 
report  on  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States, 
laid  before  congress  in  1790*  This  interesting  do- 
cument-forms Jan  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country  in  one  of  its  [now]  most  valuable  con- 
cerns ; and  we  think  will  be  read  with  no  common 
attenf  ion*  It  deserves  this — both  on  accouht  of  the 
intrinsic  merit  of  the  report  itself,  as  because  of  the 
many  curious  facts  it  brings  to  the  recollection,  to 
shew  the  mighty  changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  short  period  of  twenty-three  years-1— changes 
that  the  most  visionary  never  imagined  could  so 
soon  be  brought  about,  but  in  which  were  the  hopes 
of  the  patriot  ever  since  the  revolution.  Troth  what 
has  happened,  we  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
the  future  ; and  indulge  a belief  that  the  rent  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  is  at  hand.  This  vo- 
luminous article  (making  nearly  100  pages  of  a 
common  8vo.  volume,  but  which  we  shall  get  in  in 
less  than  thirty J is  one  of  those  originally  promised 
in  the  prospectus ; but  has  for  some  time  been  pur- 
posely delayed  as  the  immediate  precursor  of  a 
report  mi  the  actual  state  of  Our  manufactures,  com- 
piled from  the  returns  of  the  marshals  in  1810,  and 
designed  (we  understand)  to  be  published  during 
the  next  session  of  congress. 


The  secretary  o f the  treaswy,  in  obedience  to  the 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  1 5th  of  Janua- 
ry* 1790,  has  applied  his  attention  at  as  early  a pe- 
riod as  his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  the  subject 
of  manufactures  ; and  particularly  to  the  means  of 
promoting  such  as  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
States  independent  on  foreign  nations,  for  military 
and  other  essential  supplies : and  he  thereupon  re- 
spectfully submits  the  folloioing  report : 

The  expediency  of  encouraging  manufactures  in 
the  United  States,  which  was,  not  long  since,  deemed 
very  questionable,  appears  at  this  time  to  be  pretty 
generally  admitted.  The  embarrassments,  which 
have  obstructed  the  progress  of  our  external  trade, 
have  led  to  serious  reflections  on  the  necessity  of 
enlarging  the  sphere  of  our  domestic  commerce  : 
the  restrictive  regulations,  Which  in  foreign  markets 
abridge  the  vent  of  the  increasing  surplus  of  our 
agricultural  produce,  serve  to  beget  an  earnest  de- 
sire, that  a more  extensive  demand  for  that  surplus 
may  be  created  at  home.  And  the  complete  success 
which  has  rewarded  manufacturing  enterprise,  in 
some  valuable  branches,  conspiring  With  the  pro- 
mising symptoms  which  attend  some  less  mature 
essays  in  others,  justify  a hope,  that  the  obstacles  to 
the  growth  of  this  species  of  industry,  are  less  for- 
midable than  they  were  apprehended  to  be  ; and  that 
it  is  not  difficult  to  find  in  its  further  extension,  a 
full  indemnification  for  any  external  disadvantages, 
which  are,  or  may  be  experienced,  as  well  as  an 
accession  of  resources  favorable  to  national  inde- 
pendence and  safety. 

There  still  are,  nevertheless,  respectable  patrons 
of  opinions,  unfriendly  to  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures.  The  following  are,  substantially,  the 

Vol.  y. 


arguments  by  which  these  opinions  are  defended  ? 

“In  every  country  (say  those  who  entertain  them) 
agriculture  is  the  most  beneficial  and  productiva 
object  of  human  industry.  This  position,  generally* 
if  not  universally  true,  applies  with  peculiar  em- 
phasis to  the  United  States,  on  account  of  their  im- 
mense tracts  of  fertile  territory,  uninhabited  and 
unimproved.  Nothing  can  afford  so  advantageous  an 
employment  for  capital  and  labor,  as  the  conver- 
sion of  this  extensive  wilderness  into  cultivated 
farms.  Nothing  equally  with  this,  can  contribute  to 
the  population,  strength  and  real  riches  of  tha 
country* 

“To  endeavor,  by  the  extraordinary  patronage  of 
government,  to  accelerate  the  growth  of  manufac- 
lures,  is,  in  fact,  to  endeavor,  by  force  and  art, 
to  transfer  the  natural  current  of  industry,  from  a 
more  to  a less  beneficial  channel.  Whatever  has  such 
a tendency  must  necessarily  be  unwise:  indeed  it 
can  hardly  ever  be  wise  in  a government,  to  attempt 
to  give  a direction  to  the  industry  of  its  citizens* 
This,  under  the  quick-sighted  guidance  of  private 
interest,  will,  if  left  to  itself,  infallibly  find  its  own 
Way  to  the  most,  profitable  employment ; and  it  is  by 
such  employment,  that  the  public  prosperity  will  be 
most  effectually  promoted.  To  leave  industry  to 
itself,  therefore,  is,  in  almost  every  case,  the  sound- 
est, as  well  as  the  simplest  policy. 

“This  policy  is  not  only  recommended  to  the 
United  States,  by  considerations  which  affect  all 
nations  ; it  is,  in  a manner,  dictated  to  them  by  the 
imperious  force  of  a very  peculiar  situation.  The 
smallness  of  their  population,  compared  with  theii? 
territory — the  Constant  allurements  to  emigration 
from  the  settled  to  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  coun- 
try—-the  facility  with  which  the  less  independent*, 
condition  of  an  artisan  can  be  exchanged  for  the 
more  independent  condition  of  a farmer — these,  and 
similar  causes,  conspire  to  produce,  and,  for  a length 
of  time,  must  continue  to  occasion,  a scarcity  of 
hands  for  manufacturing  occupation,  and  dearness  of 
labor  generally.  To  these  disadvantages  for  the  pro- 
secution of  manufactures,  a deficiency  of  pecuniar/ 
capital  being  added,  the  prospect  of  a successful 
competition  With  the  manufacturers  of  Europe,  must 
be  regarded  as  little  less  than  desperate.  Extensive 
manufactures  can  only  be  the  offspring  of  a redun- 
dant, at  least  a full  population.  Till  the  latter  shall; 
characterise  the  situation  of  this  country,  ’tis  vain  to 
hope  for  the  former. 

“If,  contrary  to  the  natural  course  of  things,  aai 
unseasonable  and  premature  spring  can  be  given  to 
certain  fabrics,  by  heavy  duties,  prohibitions,  boun- 
ties, or  by  other  forced  expedients  ; this  will  only  be^ 
to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  community  to  those  ox 
particular  classes.  Besides  the  m isdirection  of  labor, 
a virtual  monopoly  will  be  given  to  the  persons  em- 
ployed on  such  fabrics' ; and  an  enhancement  of  price,* 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  every  monopoly,  must}’ 
be  defrayed  at  the  expence  of  the  other  parts  of  th* 
society.  It  is  far  preferable,  that  those  persona 
should  be  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth* 
and  that  we  should  procure,  in  exchange  for  it# 
productions,  the  commodities,  with  which  foreign- 
ers are  able  to  supply  us  rn  greater  perfection.,. 
upon  better  terms*” 

L? 
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This  mode  of  reasoning'  is  founded,  upon  facts  and 
principles,  which  have  certainly  respectable  preten- 
sions. If  it  had  governed  the  conduct  of  nations, 
more  generally  than  it  has  done,  there  is  room  to 
suppose,  ‘that  it  might  have  carried  them  faster  to 
prosperity  and  greatness,  than  they  have  attained  by 
the  pursuit  of  maxims  too  widely  opposite.  Most 
general  theories,  however,  admit  of  numerous  ex- 
ceptions ; and  there  are  few,  if  any,  of  the. political 
kind,  which  do  not  blend  a considerable  portion  of 
error  with  the  truths  they  inculcate. 

In  order  to  an  accurate  judgment,  how  far  that, 
which  has  been  just  stated,  ought  to  be  deemed  lia- 
ble, to  a similar  imputation,  it  is  necessary  to  advert 
aure  fully  to  the  considerat  ions  which  plead  in  favor 
of  manufactures,  and  which  appear  to  recommend 
tjie  special  and  positive  encouragement  of  them,  in 
-certain  cases,  and  under  certain  reasonable  limi- 
tations. 

It  ought- readily  to  be  conceded,  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  earth,  as  the  primary  and  most  certain 
source  of  national  supply — as  the  immediate  arid 
chief  source  of  subsistence  to  man— as  the  principal 
source  of*those  materials  which  constitute  the  nutri- 
ment of  other  kinds  of  labor — as  including  a state 
most  favorable  to.  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
the  human  mind— one,  perhaps,  most  conducive  to 
tile  multiplication  of  the  human  species— has  intrin- 
sically a strong  claim  to  pre-eminence  over  every 
other  kind  of  industry. 

But,  that  it  has  a title  to  any  thing  like  an  exclu- 
sive predilection,  in  any  country,  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted with  great  caution.  That  it  is  even  more  pro- 
ductive than  every  branch  of  industry,  requires  more 
evidence  than  has  yet  been  given  in  support  of  the 
position.  That  its  real  interests,  precious  and  im- 
portant as,  without  help  of  exaggeration,  they  truly 
are,  will  be  advanced,  rather  than  injured  by  the  due 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  may,  it  is  believed, 
be  satisfactorily  demonstrated.  And  it  is  also  be- 
lieved, that  the  expediency  of  such  encouragement, 
iu  a general  view,  may  be  shown  to  be  recommended 
4>y  the  most  cogent  and  persuasive  motives  of  na- 
tional policy. 

It  has  been  maintained,  that  agriculture  is  not 
only  the  most  productive,  but  the  only  productive 
species  of  industry.  The  reality  of  this  suggestion, 
in  either  respect,  has,  however,  not  been  verified  by 
any  accurate  detail  of  facts  and  calculations : and 
the  general  arguments  which  are  adduced  to  prove 
it,  are  rather  subtle  and  paradoxical,  than  solid  or 
convincing. 

Those,  which  maintain  its  exclusive  productive- 
ness, are  to  this  effect : 

Labor,  bestowed  upon  the  cultivation  of  land, 
produces  enough,  not  only  to  replace  all  the  neces- 
sary expenees  incurred  in  the  business,  and  to  main- 
tain’ the  persons  who  are  employed  in  it,  but  to 
afford,  toget  her  with  the  ordinary  profit  on  the  stock 
or  capital  of  the  farmer,  a net  surplus,  or  rent  for  the 
landlord  or  proprietor  of  the  soil.  But  the  labor  of 
artificers  does 'no.ning  more  than  replace  the  stock 
which  employs  them,  or  which  furnishes  materials, 
tools,  and  wages,  and  yield  the  ordinary  profit  upon 
that  stock.  L yields  nothing  equivalent  to  the  rent 
of  land.  Neither  does  it  add  any  thing  to  the  total 
value  of  the  whole  annual  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  of  the  country.  The  additional  value  given  to 
those  parts  of  the  produce  of  land,  which  are  wrought 
into  maiiufitctures,  is,  counterbalanced  by  the  value 
of  those  other  parts  of  that  produce,  which  are  con- 
sumed by  tlte  rhanufafcttirers.  It  can  therefore  only  be 
by  saving  or  parsimony,  not  by  the  positive  produc- 
tiveness of  their  labor,  that  the  classes  of  artificers 
eetti  in  any  degree  augment  the  revenue  of  the  society. 


To  this  it  has  been  answered, 

1.  “That  inasmuch  ns  it  is  acknowledged,  that 

manufacturing  labor  re-produces  a value  equal  to  that 
which  is  expended  or  consumed  in  carrying  it  on, 
and  continues  in  existence  the  original  stock  or 
capital  employed,  Bought,  on  that  account  alone,  to 
escape1  being  considered  as  wholly  unproductive : 
that  though  it  should  be  admitted,  as  alledged,  that 
the  consumption  of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  by  the 
classes  of  artificers  or  manufacturers,  is  exactly 
equal  to  the  value  added  by  their  labor  to  the  ma- 
terials upon  which  it  is  exerted;  yet  it  would  not 
thence  follow,  that  it  added  nothing  to  the  revenue 
of  the  society,  or  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  annual 
produce  of  its  land  and  labor.  If  the. consumption, 
for  any  given  period,  amounted  to  a given  sum.  aqd 
• lie  increased  value  of  the  produce  manufactured,  in 
the  same  period,  to  a like  sum,  the  total  amount  of 
the  consumption  and  production  during  that  period, 
would  be.  equal  to  the  two  sums,  and  consequently 
double  the  value  of  the  agricultural  produce  con- 
sumed. And  though  the  increment  of  value,  pro- 
duced by  the  classes  .of  artificers,  should  at  no  time 
exceed  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  land  con- 
sumed by  them,  yet  there  would  be  at  every  mo- 
ment, in  consequence  of  their  labor,  a greater  value 
of  goods  in  the  market,  than  would  exist  indepen-, 
dent  of  it.  „ . 

2.  “That  the  position,  that  artificers  can  augment 
the  revenue  of  a .society,  only  by  parsimony,  is  true., 
in  no  other  sense,  than  in  one  which  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  husbandmen  or  cultivators.  It  may  be 
alike  affirmed  of  all  these  classes,  that  , the  fund 
acquired  by  their  labor,  and  destined  for  their  sup- 
port, is  not,  in  an  ordinary  way,  more  than  equal  to 
it.  And  hence  it  will  follow,  that  augmentations  of 
the  wealth  or  capital  of  the  community  (except  ira 
the  instances  of  some  extraordinary  dexterity  or 
skill)  can  only  proceed,  with  respect  to  any  of  them, 
from  llie  savings  of  the  move  thrifty  and  parsimo- 
nious. 

3.  “That  the  annual  produce  of  the  land  and  la- 
bor of  a country  can  only  be  increased,  in  two  wrays, 
by  some  improvement  in  the  productive  powers  of 
the  useful  labor,  which,  actually  exists  within  it,  or 
by  some  increase  in  the  quantity  of  such  labor  ; that 
with  regard  to  the  first,  the  labor  of  artificers  being 
capable  of  greater  subdivision  and  simplicity  of 
operation,  than  that  of  cultivators,  it  is  susceptible, 
in  a proportionably  greater  degree,  of  improvement 
in  its  productive  powers,  whether  to  be  derived  from 
ail  accession  of  skill,  or  from  the  application  of 
ingenious  machinery  ; in  which  particular,  there- 
fore, the  labor  employed  in  the  culture  of  land  can 
pretend  to  no  advantage  over  that,  engaged  in  ma- 
nufactures : that  with  regard  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  quantity  of  useful  labor,  this,  excluding  adven- 
titious circumstances,  must  depend  essentially  upon 
an  increase  of  capital,  'Which  again  must  depend  upon 
the  savings  made  out  of  the  revenues  of  those,  who 
furnish  or  manage  that,  Which  is  at  any  time  em- 
ployed, whether  in  agriculture,  or  in  manufactures, 
or  in  any  other  'Way.”' 

But  while  the  exclusive  productiveness  of  agricul- 
tural labor  has  been  thus  denied  and  refuted,  the 
superiority  of  its  productiveness  has  been  conceded 
without  hesitation.  As  this  concession  involves  a 
{joint  of  considerable  magnitude,  in  relation  to  max- 
ims of  public  administration,  the  grounds  on  which 
it  rests  are  worthy  of  a distinct  and  particular 
examination. 

One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of,  in  support  of 
the  idea,  may  be  pronounced  both  quaint  and  super- 
ficial ; it  amounts  to  this  : — That  in  the  productions 
of  the  soil,  nature  co-operates  with  man ; and  that  the. 
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eifect  of  their  joint  labor  must  be  greater  than -that 
of  the  labor  of  man  alone. 

This,  however,  is  far  from  being  a necessary  in- 
ference. It  is  ye ry  conceivable,  that  the  labor  of  mm 
alone  laid  out  upon  a work,  requiring  great  skill  and 
art  to  bring  it  to  perfection,  may  be  more  productive, 
in  value,  than  the  labor  of  nature  and  man  combined, 
when  directed  towards  more  simple  operations  and 
objects  : and  when  it  is  recollected  to  wont  an  ex- 
tent the  agency  of  nature,  in  the  application  of  the 
mechanical  powers,  is  made  auxiliary  to  the  prose- 
cution of  manufactures,  the  suggestion  which  has 
been  noticed,  loses  even  the  appearance  of  plau- 
sibility 

It  might  also  be  observed,  with  a contrary  view, 
that  the  labor  employed  in  agriculture  is  in  a great 
measure  periodical  and  occasional,  depending  on 
seasons,  liable  to  various  and  long  intermissions  i 
while  that  occupied  in  many  manufactures  is  con- 
stant and  regular,  extending  through  the  year,  em- 
bracing, in  some  instances,  night  as  well  as  day.  It 
is  also  probable,  that  there  are  among  the  cultiva- 
tors of  land,  more  examples  of  remissness,  than 
among  artificers.  The  farmer,  from  the  peculiar 
fertility  of  his  land,  or  some  other  favorable  circum- 
stance, may  frequently  obtain  a livelihood,  even  with 
a considerable  degree  of  carelessness  in  the  mode  of 
cultivation  ; but  the  artisan  can  with  difficulty  effect 
the  same  object,  without  exerting  himself  pretty 
equally  with  ail  those,  who  are  engaged  in  the  same 
pursuit.  And  if  it  may  likewise  be  assumed  as  a fact, 
that  manufactures  open  a wider  field  to  exertions  of 
ingenuity  than  agriculture,  it  would  not  be  a strained 
conjecture,  that  the  labor  employed  in  the  former 
being  at  once  more  constant,  more  uniform,  and  more 
ingenious,  than  that  which  is  employed  in  the  latter, 
will  be  found  at  the  same  time  more  productive. 

But  it  is  not  meant  to  lay  stress  on  observations  of 
this  nature  : they  ought  only  to  serve  as  a counter- 
balance to  those  of  a similar  complexion.  Circum- 
stances so  vague  and  general,  as  well  as  so  abstract, 
can  afford  little  instruction  in  a matter  of  this  kind. 

Another,  and  that  which  seems  to  be  the  principal 
argument  offered  for  the  superior  productiveness  of 
agricultural  labor,  turns  upon  the  allegation,  that 
labor  employed  on  manufactures  yields  nothing-equi- 
valent to  the  rent  ofland ; or  to  that  surplus,  as  it  is 
called,  which  accrues  to  the  proprietor  of  the  soil. 
But  this  distinction,  important  as  it  has  been  deemed, 
appears  rather  verbal  than  substantial. 

It  is  easily  discernible,  that  what,  in  the  first 
instance,  is  divided  into  two  parts,  under  the  deno- 
minations of  the  ordinary  profit  of  the  stock  of  the 
farmer  and  rent  to  the  landlord,  is,  in  the  second 
instance,  united  under  the  general  appellation  of  the 
ordinary  profit  on  the  stock  of  the  undertaker ; and 
that  this  formal  or  verbal  distribution  constitutes 
the  whole  difference  in  the  two  cases.  It  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked,  that  the  land  is  itself  a stock 
or  capital,  advanced  or  lent  by  its  owner  to  the 
occupier  or  tenant,  and  that  the  rent  lie  receives  is 
,only  the  ordinary  profit  of  a certain  stock  in  land, 
not  managed  by  the  proprietor  himself,  but  bv 
another  to  jvhom  he  lends  or  lets  it,  and  who,  on 
on  his  part,  advances  a second  capital  to  stock  and 
improve  the  land,  upon  which  he  also  receives  the 
usual  profit.  The  rent  of  the  landlord  and  the  profit 
of  the  farmer  are  therefore  nothing  more  than  the 
ordinary  profits  of  two  capitals,  belonging  to  two 
different  persons,  and  united  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
farm  ; as,  in  the  other  case,  the  surplus  which  arises 
upon  any  manufactory,  after  replacing  the  expences 
of  carrying  it  on,  answers  to  the  ordinary  profits  of 
one  or  more  capitals  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
$icU  manufactory,  it  is  said  *ne  or  more  capitals ; 


because,  in  fact,  the  same  thing  which  is  contem- 
plated in  the  case  pf  the  farm, .sometimes  happens  in 
that  of  a manufactory.  There  is  one,  who  furnishes 
a part  of  the  capital,  or  lends  a part. of  the  niont-v,  bv 
wnicli  it  is  carried.on,  and  anql’ner,  who  carries  it  or, 
with  the  addition  of  his  own  capital.  Out  of  the 
surplus  which  remains,  after  defraying  expences,  an 
interest  is  paid  to  the  money-lender  for  the  propor- 
tion of  the  capital  furnished  by  him,  which  exactly 
agrees  with  the  rent  paid  to  the  landlord:  and  the 
residue  of  that  surplus  constitutes  the  profit  of  the 
undertaker  or  manufacturer,  and  agrees  with  what 
is  denominated  the  ordinary  profits  of  the  slock  of 
the  farmer.  Both  together  make  the  ordinary  profits 
of  two  capitals  employed  in  a manufactory  as  in 
the  other  case,’  the  rent  of  the  landlord  and  the  re- 
venue of  the  farmer  compose  the  ordinary  profits  of 
two  capitals,  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  a farm. 

The  rent,  therefore,  accruing  to  the  proprietor  of 
the  land,  far  from  being  a criterion  of  exc  lusive  pro- 
ductiveness, as  has  been  argued,  is  no  criterion  even 
of  superior  productiveness.  The  question  must  still 
be,  whether  the  surplus,  after  defraying  expences, 
of  a given  capital,  employed  in  the  purchase  and 
improvement  of  a piece  of  land,  is. greater  or  less, 
than  that  of  a like  capital,  employed  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a manufactory  ; or  whether  the  whole  value 
produced  from  a given  capital,  and 'a  given  quantity 
of  labor,  employed  in  one  wav,  be  greater  or  less 
than  the  whole  value  produced  from  an  equal  capi- 
tal and  an  equal  quantity  of  labor,  employed  in  the 
other  way  ; or  rather,  perhaps,  whether  the  business 
of  agriculture  or  that  of  manufactures  will  \ ield  the 
greatest  product,  according  to  a compound  ratio  of 
the  quantity  of  the  capital  and  the  quantity  of  labor, 
which  are  employed  in  the  one  or  in  the  other,. 

The  solution  of  either  of  these  questions  is  not 
easy : it  involves  numeVous  complicated  details, 
depending  on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  objects 
to  be  .compared.  It  is  not  known  thatlhe  compari- 
son has  ever  yet  been  made  upon  sufficient  data, 
properly  ascertained  and  an:  lized.  To  be  able  to 
make  it  on  the  present  occasion,  with  satisfactory 
precision,  would  demand  more  previous  enquiry  and 
investigation,  than  there  has  been  hitherto  either 
leisure  or  opportunity  to  accomplish. 

Some  essays,  however,  have  been  made  towards 
acquiring  the  requisite  information  ; which  have 
rather  served  to  throw  doubt  upon,  than  to  confirm 
the  hypothesis,  under  examination.  But  it  ought  to 
be  acknowledged,  that  they  have  been  too  little 
diversified,  and  are  too  imperfect,  to  authorise  a 
definitive  conclusion,  .either  way  ; leading  rather  to 
probable  conjecture  than  to  certain  deduction.  They 
render  it  probable,  that  there  are  various  branches 
of  manufactures*  in  which  a given  capital  will  yield 
a greater  total  product,,  and  a considerably  greater 
net  product,  than  an  equal  capital  invested  in  the 
purchase  and  improvement  of  land’s  ; and  that  there 
are  also  some  branches,  in  which  both  the  gross  and 
the  net  produce  will  exceed  that  of  agricultural 
industry : according  to  a compound  ratio  of  capital 
and  labor.  But  it  is  on  this  last  point,  that  there  ap- 
pears to  be  the  greatest  room  for  doubt.  It  is  far 
less  difficult,  to  infer  generally,  that  the  net  pro- 
duce of  capital  engaged  in  manufacturing  enter- 
prises is  greater  than,  that  of  capital  engaged  in 
agriculture. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  are  not  designed  to 
inculcate  an  opinion,  that  manufacturing  industry  is 
more  productive  than  that  of  agriculture.  They  are 
intended  rather  to  show,  that  the  reverse  of  this 
proposition  is  not  ascertained  ; that  the  general  ar- 
guments which  are  brought  to  establish  it,  are  not 
satisfactory ; and  consequently,  that  a supposition 
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of  the  superior  productiveness  of  tillage,  ought  to 
be  no  obstacle  to  listening  to  any  substantial  induce- 
ments to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  which 
may  be  otherwise  perceived  to  exist,  through  an 
apprehension,  that  they  may  have  a tendency  to 
divert  labor  from  a more  to  a less  profitable  em- 
ployment. 

It  is  extremely  probable,  that  on  a full  and  accu- 
rate developement  of  the  matter,  on  the  ground  of 
fact  and  calculation,  it  would  be  discovered  that 
there  is  no  material  difference  between  the  aggre- 
gate productiveness  of  the  one,  and  of  the  other 
kind  of  industry;  and  that  the  propriety  of  the 
encouragements,  which  may  jn  any  case  be  proposed 
to  be  given  to  either,  ought  to  be  determined  upon 
considerations  irrelative  to  any  comparison  of  that 
pature. 

II.  But  without  contending  for  the  superior  pro- 
ductiveness of  manufacturing  industry,  it  may  con- 
duce to  a better  judgment  of  the  policy,  which 
ought  to  be  pursued  respecting  its  encouragement, 
to  contemplate  the  subject,  under  some  additional 
aspects,  tending  not  only  to  confirm  the  idea,  that  this 
kind  of  industry  has  been  improperly  represented  as 
unproductive  in  itself;  but  to  evince  in  addition, 
that  the  establishment  and  diffusion  of  manufac- 
tures have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  total  muss  of 
useful  and  productive  labor,  in  a community,  greater 
than  it  would  otherwise  be.  In  prosecuting  this  dis- 
cussion, it  may  be  necessary,  briefly  to  resume  and 
review  some  of  the  topics  which  have  been  already 
touched. 

To  affirm  that  the  labor  of  the  manufacturer  is 
unproductive,  because  lie  consumes  as  much  of 
the  produce  of  land,  as  he  adds  value  to  the  raw 
materials  which  he  manufactures,  is  not  better 
founded,  than  it  would  be  to  affirm,  that  the  labor 
of  the  farmer,  which  furnishes  materials  to  the  ma- 
nufacturer, is  unproductive,  because  he  consumes  an 
equal  value  of  manufactured  articles.  Each  furnishes 
a certain  portion  of  the  produce  of  his  labor  to  the 
other,  and  each  destroys  a correspondent  portion  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  other!  In  the  mean 
time,  the  maintenance  of  two  citizens,  instead  of 
one,  is  going  on  ; the  state  has  two  members  instead 
of  one  ; and  they  together  consume  twice  the  value 
of  what  is  produced  from  the  land. 

If  instead  of  a farmer  and  artificer,  there  were  a 
farmer  only,  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
devoting  a part  of  his  labor  to  the  fabrication  of 
clothing  and  other  articles,  which  he  would  procure 
of  the  artificer,  in  the  case  of  there  being  sucb  a 
person  ; and  of  course  he  would  be  able  to  devote 
less  labor  to  the  cultivation  of  liis  farm,  apd  would 
draw  from  it  a proportionally  less  product.  The 
whole  quantity  of  production,  in  this  stale  of  things, 
in  provisions,  raw  materials,  and  manufactures, 
•'would  certainly  not  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of 
what  would  be  produced  in  provisions  and  raw  ma? 
terials  only,  if  there  were  an  artificer  as  well  as  a 
farmer. 

Again— If  there  were  both  an  artificer  and  a 
farmer,  the  latter  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue 
exclusively  the  cultivation  of  his  farm.'  A greater 
quantity  of  provisions  and  raw  materials  would  of 
course  be  produced,  equal,  at  least,  as  has  been 
already  pbserved,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  provi- 
sions, raw  materials  and  manufactures,  which  would 
exist,  on  a contrary  supposition.  The  artificer,  at 
the  same  time,  would  be  going  on  in  the  product  ion 
of  manufactured  commodities  ,*  to  an  amount  suffi 
cient  not  only  to  repay  the  farmer,  in  those  commo- 
dities, for  the  provisions  and  materials  which  were 
procured  from  him,  but  to  furnish  the  artificer  him 
self  with  a supply  of  similar  commodities  for  his 


own  use.  Thus  then,  there  would  be  two  quantities 
or  values  in  existence,  instead  of  one  ; and  the  reve- 
nue and  consumption  would  be  double  in  one  case, 
what  it  would  be  in  the  other. 

If,  in  place  of  both  these  suppositions,  there  were 
supposed  to  be  two  farmers  and  no  artificer,  each  of 
whom  applied  a part  of  his  labor  to  the  culture  of 
land,  and  another  part  to  the  fabrication  of  manu- 
factures ; in  this  case,  the  portion  of  the  labor  of 
both,  bestowed  upon  land,  would  produce  the  same 
quantity  of  provisions  and  raw  materials  only,  as 
would  be  produced  by  the  entire  sum  of  the  labor  of 
one  applied  in  the  same  manner  : and  the  portion  of 
the  labor  of  both  bestowed  upon  manufactures, 
would  produce  the  same  quantity  of  manufactures 
only  as  would  be  produced  by  the  entire  sum  of  the 
labor  of  one  applied  in  the  same  manner.  Hence  the 
produce  of  the  labor  of  the  two  farmers,  would  not 
be  greater  than  the  produce  of  the  labor  oftlie  farmer 
and  artificer;  and  hence  it  results,  that  the  labor  of 
the  artificer  is  as  positively  productive  as  that  of  the 
farmer,  and,  as  positively,  augments  the  revenue  of 
the  society. 

The  labor  of  the  artificer  replaces  to  the  farmer 
that  portion  of  his  labor  with  which  he  provides  the 
materials  of  exchange  with  the  artificer,  and  which 
he  would  otherwise  have  been  compelled  to  apply  to 
manufactures  ; and  while  the  artificer  thus  enables 
the  farmer  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  agricultural  in- 
dustry, a portion  of  which  lie  purchases  for  his  own 
use,  he  also  supplies  himself  with  the  manufactured 
articles  of  which  he  stands  in  need.  He  does  still 
more,  Besides  this  equivalent,  which  lie  gives  for 
the  portion  of  agricultural  labor  consumed  by  him, 
and  this  supply  of  manufactured  commodities  for 
his  own  consumption,  he  furnishes  still  a surplus, 
which  compensates  for  the  use  of  the  capital  ad- 
vanced either  by  himself  or  some  other  person,  for 
carrying1  on  the  business.  This  is  the  ordinary  profit 
of  the  stock  employed  in  the  manufactory  ; and  is, 
in  even'  sense,  as  effective  an  addition  to  the  income 
of  the  society,  as  the  rent  of  land. 

The  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  artificer,  conse- 
quent!}', may  be  regarded  as  composed  of  three 
parts;  one,  by  which  the  provisions  for  his  subsis- 
tence and  the  materials  for  his  work  are  purchased 
of  the  farmer;  one,  by  which  he  supplies  himself 
with  manufactured  necessaries  ; and  a third,  winch 
constitutes  the  profit  on  the  stock  employed.  The 
two  last  portions  seem  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  system,  which  represents  manufacturing  in- 
dustry as  barren  and  unproductive. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  illustrations,  the 
products  of  equal  quantities  of  the  labor  of  the 
farmer  and  artificer  have  been  treated  as  if  equal  to 
each  other.  But  this  is  not  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  assert  any  such  precise  equality.  It.  is  merely 
a manner  of  expression  adopted  for  the  sake  of 
simplicity  and  perspicuity.  Whether  the  value  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  farmer  be  somewhat 
more  or  less,  than  that  of  the  artificer,  is  not  mate- 
rial to  the  main  scope  of  the  argument,  which  hither- 
to has  only  aimed  at  showing  that  the  one,  as  well  as 
the  other,  occasions  a positive  augmentation  of  the 
total  produce  and  revenue  of  the  society. 

It  is  now  proper  to  proceed  a step  further,  and  to 
enumerate  the  principal  circumstances,  from  which 
it  may  be  inferred — that  manufacturing  establish- 
ments not  only  occasion  a positive  augmentation  of 
the  produce  and  revenue  of  the  society,  but  that 
they  contribute  essentially  to  rendering  them  greater 
than  they  could  possibly  be,  without  sucli  establish* 
ments.  These  circumstances  are, 

1.  The  division  of  labor. 

2.  An  extension  of  the  use  .of  machinery. 
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3.  Additional  employment  to  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, not  ordinarily  engaged  in  the  business. 

4.  The  promoting  of  emigration  from  foreign 
-countries. 

5.  The  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the  diversity 
of  talents  and  dispositions  which  discriminate  men 
from  each  other. 

6.  The  affording  a more  ample  and  various  field 
|br  enterprise. 

7.  The  creating,  in  some  instances,  a new,  and 
securing,  in  all,  a more  certain  and  steady  demand 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil. 

Euch  of  these  circumstances  lus  a considerable 
influence  upon  the  total  mass  of  industrious  effort 
in  a community : together,  they  add  to  it  a degree 
of  energy  and  effect,  which  are  not  easily  conceived. 
Some  comments  upon  each  of  them,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  have  been  stilted,  may  serve  to  explain 
their  importance. 

I.  As  to  the  division  of  labor. 

It  has  justly  been  observed,  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  thing  of  greater  moment  in  the  economy  of  a 
nation,  than  the  proper  division  of  labor.  The  se- 
paration of  occupations  causes  each  to  be  carried  to 
a much  greater  perfection  than  it  could  possibly 
acquire,  if  they  were  blended.  This  arises  princi- 
pally from  three  circumstances. 

1st.  The  greater  skill  and  dexterity  naturally 
resulting  from  a constant  and  undivided  application 
to  a single  object.  It  is  evident,  that  these  properties 
must  increase,  in  proportion  to  the  separation  and 
simplification  of  objects,  and  the  steadiness  of  the 
attention  devoted  to  each  ; and  must  be  less,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  complication  of  objects,  and  the 
number  among  which  the  attention  is  distracted. 

2d.  The  economy  of  time,  by  avoiding  the  loss  of 
it,  incident  to  a frequent  transition  from  one  ope- 
ration to  another  of  a different  nature.  This  depends 
on  various  circumstances  ; the  transition  itselt; — the 
orderly  disposition  of  the  implements,  machines, 
and  materials  employed  in  the  operation  to  be  re- 
linquished— the  preparatory  steps  to  the  commence- 
ment of  a new  one — the  interruption  of  the  impulse, 
which  the  mind  of  the  workman  acquires,  from 
being  engaged  in  a particular  operation — the  dis- 
tractions, hesitations  and  reluctances,  which  attend 
the  passage  from  one  kind  of  business  to  another. 

3d.  An  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery.  A man 
occupied  on  a single  object,  will  have  it  more  in  his 
power,  and  will  be  more  naturally  led  to  exert  his 
imagination  in  devising  methods  to  facilitate  and 
abridge  labor,  than  if  he  were  perplexed  by  a variety 
of  independent  and  dissimilar  operations.  Besides 
this,  the  fabrication  of  machines,  in  numerous  in- 
stances, becoming  itself  a distinct  trade,  the  artist, 
who  follows  it,  has  all  the  advantages  which  have 
been  enumerated,  for  improvement  in  his  particular 
art : and  in  both  ways  the  invention  and  application 
of  machinery  are  extended. 

And  from  these  causes  onited,  the  mere  separation 
of  the  occupation  of  the  cultivator,  from  that  of  the 
artificer,  has  the  effect  of  augmenting  the  productive 
powers  of  labor,  and  with  them,  the  total  mass  of  the 
produce  or  revenue  of  a country.  In  this  single  view 
of  the  subject,  therefore,  the  utility  of  artificers  or 
manufacturers,  towards  promoting  an  increase  of 
productive  industry,  is  apparent. 

II.  As  to  an  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery,  a 
point  which,  though  partly  anticipated,  requires  to 
Pe  placed  in  one  or  two  additional  lights. 

The  employment  of  machinery  forms  an  item  of 
^reat  importance  in  the  general  mass  of  national 
industry.  ’Tis  an  artificial  force  brought  in  aid  of 
the  natural  force  of  man  and,  to  all  the  purposes  of 
Ubor,  is  an  increase  of  hands ; an  accession  of 


strength,  unincumbered  too  by  the  expense  of  main- 
taining the  laborer.  May  it  not  therefore  be  fairly 
inferred,  that  those  occupations  which  give  greatest 
scope  to  the  use  of  this  auxiliary,  contribute  most 
to  the  general  stock  of  industrious  effort,  aad,  in 
consequence,  to  the  general  product  of  industry? 

It  shall  be  taken  for  granted,  and  the  truth  of  the 
position  referred  to  observation,  that  manufacturing 
pursuits  are  susceptible  in  a greater  degree  of  the 
application  of  machinery,  than  those  of  agriculture. 
If  so,  all  the  difference  is  lost  to  a community,  which, 
instead  of  manufacturing  for  itself,  procures  the  fa- 
brics requisite  to  its  supply  from  other  countries. 
The  substitution  of  foreign  for  domestic  manufac- 
tures is  a transfer  to  foreign  nations  of  the  advan- 
tages accruing  from  the  employment  of  machinery 
in  the  modes  in  which  it  is  cspable  of  being  em- 
ployed, with  most  utility  and  to  the  greatest  extent. 

The  cotton  mill  invented  in  England,  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  is  a signal  illustration  of  the  ge- 
neral proposition  which  has  been  just  advanced.  In 
consequence  of  it,  ali  the  different  processes  for 
spinning  cotton  are  performed  by  means  of  machines, 
which  are  put  in  motion  by  water,  and  attended 
chiefly  by  women  and  children  ; and  by  a smaller 
number  of  persons,  in  the  whole,  than  are  requisite 
in  the  ordinary  mode  of  spinning.  And  it  is  an  ad- 
vantage of  great  moment,  that  the  operations  of  this 
mill  continue  with  convenience,  during  the  night,  as 
well  as  through  the  day.  The  prodigious  effect  of 
such  a machine  is  easily  conceived.  To  this  inven- 
tion is  to  be  attributed  essentially  the  immense  pro- 
gress, which  has  been  so  suddenly  made  in  Great 
Britain,  in  the  various  fabrics  of  cotton. 

III.  As  to  the  additional  employment  of  classes  of 
the  community,  not  originally  engaged  in  the  parti- 
cular business. 

This  is  not  among  the  least  valuable  of  the  means 
by  which  manufacturing  institutions  contribute  to 
augment  the  general  stock  of  industry  and  produc- 
tion. In  places  where  those  institutions  prevail,  be- 
sides the  persons  regularly  engaged  in  them,  they 
afford  occasional  and  extra  employment  to  industri- 
ous individuals  and  famrl’es  who  are  willing  to  de- 
vote the  leisure  resulting  from  the  intermissions  of 
their  ordinary  pursuits  to  collateral  labors,  as  a re- 
source for  multiplying  their  acquisitions  or  their  en- 
joyments. The  husbandman  himself  experiences  a 
new  source  of  profit  and  support  from  the  increased 
industry  of  his  wife  and  daughters  ; invited  and 
stimulated  by  the  demands  of  the  neighboring  manu- 
factories. 

Besides  this  advantage  of  occasional  employment 
to  classes  having  different  occupations,  there  is  ano- 
ther of  a nature  allied  to  it,  and  of  a similar  tendency. 
This  is,  the  employment  of  persons  who  would  other- 
wise be  idle,  (and,  in  many  cases,  a burden  on  the 
community’)  either  from  the  bias  of  temper,  habit, 
infirmity  of  body,  or  some  other  cause,  indisposing 
or  disqualifying  them  for  the  toils  of  the  country. 
It  is  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that,  in  general, 
women  and  children  are  rendered  more  useful,  and 
the  latter  more  early  useful,  by  manufacturing  esta- 
blishments, than  they  would  otherwise  be.  Of  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  the  cotton  manufac- 
tories of  Great  Britain,  it  is  computed  that  four- 
sevenths  nearly  are  women  and  children  ; of  whom 
the  greatest  proportion  are  children,  and  many  of 
them  of  a tender  age. 

And  thus  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  attributes  of 
manufactures,  and  one  of  no  small  consequence,  to 
give  occasion  to  the  exertion  of  a greater  quantity  of 
industry,  even  by  the  same  number  of  persons,  where 
they  happen  to  prevail,  than  would  exist,  if  there 
were  no  such  establishments'. 
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IV.  As  to  the  promoting-  of  emigration  from  lb-; 
reign  countries. 

Men  reluctantly  quit  one  course  of  occupation 
and  livelihood  for  another,  unless  invited  to  it  by 
very  apparent  and  proximate  advantages.  Many, 
who  would  go  from  one  country  to  another,  if  they 
bad  a prospect  of  continuing,  with  more  benefit,  the 
callings  to  which  they  have  been  educated,  will  often 
not  be  tempted  to  change  their  situation  by  the  hope 
of  doing  better  in  some  other  way.  Manufacturers, 
who  (listening  to  the  powerful  invitations  of  a better 
price  for  their  fabrics,  or  their  labor,  of  greater 
cheapness  of  provision  and  raw  materials,  of  an  ex- 
emption from  the  chief  part  of  the  taxes,  burdens 
and  restraints,  which  they  endure  in  the  old  world, 
of  greater  personal  independence  and  consequence, 
under  the  operation  of  a more  equal  government, 
and  of,  what  is  far  more  precious  than  mere  religi- 
ous toleration,  a perfect  equality  of  religious  privi- 
leges) would  probably  flock  from  Europe  to  *he 
United  States  to  pursue  their  own  trades  or  profes- 
sions, if  they  were  once  made  sensible  of  the  advan- 
tages they  would  enjoy,  and  were  inspired  with  an 
■assurance  of  encouragement  and  employment,  will, 
With  difficulty,  be  induced  to  transplant  themselves, 
with  a view  to  become  cultivators  of  land. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  tint  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  open  every  possible  avenue  to  emi- 
gration from  abroad,  it  affords  a weighty  argument 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  ; which,  for 
the  reason  just  assigned,  will  have  the  strongest 
tendency  to  multiply  the  inducements  to  it. 

Here  is  perceived  an. important  resource,  not  only 
for  extending  the  population,  and  with  it  the  useful 
and  productive  labor  of  the  country,  but  likewise 
for  the  prosecution  of  manufactures,  without  de- 
ducting from  the  number  of  hands  which  might 
otherwise  be  drawn  to  tillage ; and  even  for  the  in- 
demnification of  agriculture  for  such  as  might  hap- 
pen to  be  diverted  from  it.  Many,  whom  manufac- 
turing views  would  induce  to  emigrate,  would 
afterwards  yield  to  the  temptations,  which  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  this  country  holds  out  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  And  while  agriculture  would  in  other 
respects  derive  many  signal  and  unmingled  advanta- 
ges, from  the  growth' of  manufactures,  it  is  a prob- 
lem, whether  it  would  gain  or  iose,  as  to  the  article 
of  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  carrying  it  on. 

V.  As  to  the  furnishing  greater  scope  for  the  di- 
versity.of  talents,  and  dispositions,  which  discrimi- 
nate men  from  each  other. 

This  is  a much  more  powerful  mean  of  augment- 
ing the  fund  of  national  industry  than  may  at  first 
sight  appear.  It  is  a just  observation,  that  minds, 
of  the  strongest  and  most  active  powers  for  their 
proper  objects,  fall  below  mediocrity,  and  labor 
without  effect,  if  confined  to  uncongenial  pursuits. 
And  it  is  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  the  result  ol 
human  exertion  may  be  immensely  increased  by  di- 
versifying its  objects.  When  ?dl  the  different  kinds 
of  industry  obtain  in  a community,  each  individual 
can  find  his  proper  element,  and  call  into  activity 
the  whole  vigor  of  his  nature.  And  the  community 
is  benefited  by  the  services  of  its  respective  members, 
in  the  manner  in  which  each  can  serve  it  with  most 
effect. 

If  there  be  any  thing  in  a remark  often  to  be  met 
with,  namely,  that  there  is,  in  the  genius  of  the  peop  le 
of  this  country,  a peculiar  aptitude  for  mechanic 
improvements,  it  would  operate  as  a forcible  reason 
for  giving  oportunities  to  the  exercise  of  that  species 
of  talent,  by  the  propagation  of  manufactures. 

VI.  As  to  the  affording  a more  ample  aud  various 
field  for  enterprize. 

Tjiis  alp  is  of  greater  consequence  in  the  gene- 


ral scale  of  national  exertion,  than  might  perhaps  on 
a superficial  view  be  supposed,  and  has  effects  not 
altogether  dissimilar  from  those  of  the  circumstance 
last  noticed.  'I*o  cherish  and  stimulate  the  activity 
of  the  human  miml  by  multiplying  the  objtcts  of 
enterprize,  is  not  among  the  least  considerable  of 
the  expedients,  by  which  the  wealth  of  a nation  may 
be  promoted.  Even  things,  in  themselves  not  posi- 
tively advantageous,  sometimes  become  so,  bv  their 
tendency  to  provoke  exertion.  Every  i ew*  scene 
which  is  opened  to  the  busy  nature  of  man,  to  rouse 
and  exert  itself,  is  the  addition  of  a new  energy  to- 
the  general  stock  of  effort. 

The  spirit  of  enterprize,  useful  and  prolific  as  it 
is,  must  necessary  be  contracted  or  expanded  in  pro- 
portion to  the  simplicity  or  variety,  of  the  occupa- 
tions and  productions  which  are  to  be  found  in  a so- 
ciety. It  must  be  less  in  a nation  of  mere  cultiva- 
tors, than  in  a nation  of  cultivators  and  merchants  ; 
less  in  a nation  of  cultivators  and  merchants,  than 
in  a nation  of  cultivators,  artificers,  ahd  merchants- 

VII.  As  to  the  creating,  in  some  instances,  a new, 
and  securing  in  all  a more  certain  and  steady  demand 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil. 

This  is  among  the  most  important  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  been  indicated.  It  is  a principal 
mean,  by  which  the  establishment  of  manufactures 
contributes  to  an  augmentation  of  the  produce  or 
revenue  of  a country,  and  has  an  immediate  and  di- 
rect relation  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  exertions  of  the  husbandman 
will  be  steady  or  fluctuating,  vigorous  or  feeble,  in 
proportion  to  the  steadiness  or  fluctuation,  adequate- 
ness or  inadequateness  of  the  markets  on  which  he 
must  depend,  for  the  vent  of  the  surplus,  which  riiaf, 
be  produced  by  his  labor  ; and  that  such  surplus,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things,  will  be  greater  or  less 
m the  same  proportion. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  vent,  a domestic  market  is 
g-reatly  to  be  preferred  to  a foreign  one  ; because  it. 
is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  far  more  to  be  relied 
upon. 

It  is  a primary  object  of  the  policy  of  nations  to 
be  able  to  supply  themselves  with  subsistence  from 
their  own  soils  ; and  manufacturing  nations,  as  far  as 
circumstances  permit,  endeavor  to  procure  from  the 
same  source,  the  raw  materials  necessary  for  their 
own  fabrics.  This  disposition,  urged  by  the  spirit 
of  monopoly,  is  sometimes  even  carried  to  an  inju- 
dicious extreme.  It  seems  not  always  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  nations  who.  have  neither  mines  nor  ma- 
nufactures, can  only  obtain  the  manufactured  articles 
of  which  they  stand  in  need,  by  an  exchange  of  the 
products  of  their  soils  ; and  that,  if  those  who  can 
best  furnish  them  with  such  articles,  are  unwilling  to 
give  a due  course  to  this  exchange,  they  must  of  ne- 
cessity make  every  possible  effort  to  manufacture  for 
themselves;  the  effect  Of  which  is,  that  the  manu- 
facturing nations  abridge  the  natural  advantages  of 
their  situation,  through  an  unwillingness  to  permit 
the  agricultural  countries  to  enjoy  the  advantages, 
of  then  vs,  and  sacrifice  the  interest  of  a mutually 
beneficial  intercourse  to  the  vain  project  of  selling 
every  thing  and  buying  nothing’. 

But  is  is  also  a consequence  of  the  policy,  which 
has  been  noted,  that  the  foreign  demand  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  agricultural  countries,  is  in  a great  degree 
rather  casual  and  occasional,  than  certain  or  con- 
stant. To  what  extent  injurious  interruptions  of  the 
demand  for  some  of  the  staple  commodities  of  the 
United  States,  may  have  been  experienced,  from  th;  t 
cause,  must  be  referred  to  the  judgment  of  these 
who  are  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  the 
country  : but  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  such  ii  - 
terruptions  are  at  tames  very  inconveniently  felt,  and 
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that  eases  not  unfrequently  occur,  in  which  markets 
are  so  confined  and  restricted,  as  to  render  the  de- 
mand very  unequal  to  the  supply. 

Independently  likewise  of  the  artificial  impedi- 
ments, which  are  created  by  the  policy  in  question, 
there  arc  natural  causes  tending  to  render  the  exter- 
nal demand  for  the  surplus  of  agricultural  nations  a 
precarious  reliance.  The  differences  of  seasons  in 
]}te  countries  which  are  the  consumers,  make  im- 
mense differences  in  the  produce  of  their  own  soils, 
in  different  years,  and  consequently  in  the  degrees  of 
their  necessity,  for  foreign  supply.  Plentiful  har- 
vests with  them,  especially  if  similar  ones  occur  at 
the  same  time  in  the  countries  which  are  furnishers, 
occasion  of  course  a glut  in  the  markets  of  the 
latter. 

Considering  how  fast  and  how  much  the  progress 
of  new  settlements  in  the  United  States  must  increase 
the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  and  weighing  seri- 
ously the  tendency  of  the  system,  which  prevails 
among  most  of  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  ; 
whatever  dependence  may  be  pHced  on  the  force  of 
natural  circumstances  to  counteract  the  effects  of  an 
artificial  policy;  there  appear  strong  reasons  to  re- 
gard the  foreign  demand  for  that  surplus,  as  too  un- 
certain a reliance,  and  to  desire  a substitute  for  it, 
in  an  extensive  domestic  market. 

To  secure  such  a market,  there  is  no  other  expe- 
dient, than  to  promote  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. Manufacturers,  who  constitute  the  most 
numerous  class,  after  the  cultivatorsof  land,  are  for 
that  reason  the  principal  consumers  of  the-  surplus 
of  their  labor. 

This  idea  of  an  extensive  domestic  market  for  the 
surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  is  of  die  first  consequence. 
It  is,  of  all  tilings,  that  which  most  effectually  condu- 
ces to  a flourishing  state  of  agriculture.  If  the  effect 
of  manufactories  should  be  to  detach  a portion  of  the 
hands,  which  would  otherwise  be  engaged  in  tillage, 
it  might  possibly  cause  a smaller  quantity  of  lands 
to  be  under  cultivation  : but  by  their  tendency  to 
procure  a more  certain  demand  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  they  would,  at  the  same  time,  cause 
the  lands,  which  were  in  cultivation,  to  be  better 
improved  ami  more  productive.  And  while,  by  their 
influence,  the  condition  of  each  individal  farmer 


can  be  said  in  reference  to  the  particular  situation 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  conclusions  appear- 
ing to  result  from  what  has  been  already  offered. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  idea  is  of  no  inconsi- 
derable 'weight,  tint  however  true  it  mi^ht  be,  that 
a state,  which,  possessing  large  tracts  of  vacant  and 
fertile  territory,  was  at  the  same  time  secluded  from 
foreign  commerce,  would  find  its  interest  and  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  in  diverting  a part  of  its 
population  from  tillage  to  manufactures;  yet,  it  will 
not  follow  that  the  same  is  time  of  a state,  which, 
having  such  vacant  and  fertile  territory,  has,  at  the 
same  time  ample  opportunity  of  procuring  from 
abroad,  on  good  terms,  all  the  fabrics  of  which  it 
stands  in  need,  for  the  supply  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
power  of  doing  this  at  least  secures  the  great  advan- 
tage of  a division  of  labor,  leaving  the  farmer  free 
to  pursue  exclusively  the  culture  of  his  land,  and 
enabling  him  to  procure  with  its  products,  the  manu- 
factured supplies  requisite  either  to  his  own  wants 
or  to  his  enjoyments.  And  though  it  should  be  true, 
that  in  settled  countries,  the  diversification  of  indus- 
try is  conducive  to  an  increase  in  the  productive 
powers  of  labor,  and  to  an  augmentation  of  revenue 
and  capital ; yet  it  is  scarcely  conceiveable  that 
there  can  be  any  thing  of  so  solid  and  permanent  ad- 
vantage to  an  uncultivated  and  unpeopled  country, 
as  to  convert  its  wastes  into  cultivated  and  inhabited 
districts.  If  the  revenue,  in  the  mean  time,  should 
be  less,  the  capital,  in  the  eyent,  must  be  greater. 

To  these  observations,  the  following  appears  to  be 
a satisfactory  answer — 

1.  If  the  system  of  perfect  liberty  to  industry  and 
commerce  were  the  prevailing  system  of  nations,  the 
arguments,  which  dissuade  a country,  in  the  predica- 
ment of  the  United  States,  from  the  zealous  pursuit 
of  manufactures,  would  doubtless  have  great  force. 
It  will  not  be  affirmed,  that  they  might  not  be  per- 
mitted, with  few  exceptions,  to  serve  as  the  rule  of 
national  conduct.  In  such  a state  of  things,  each 
country  would  have  the  full  benefit  of  its  peculiar 
advantages,  to  compensate  for  its  deficiencies  or  dis- 
advantages. If  one  nation  were  in  condition  to  sup- 
ply manufactured  articles  on  better  terms  than  ano- 
ther, that  other  might  find  an  abundant  indemnifica- 
tion in  a superior  capacity  to  furnish  the  produce  of 


would  be  meliorated,  the  total  mass  of  agricultural  the  soil.  And  a free  exchange,  mutually  beneficial. 


production  would  probably  be  increased.  For  this 
must  evidently  depend  as  much,  if  not  more,  upon 
the  degree  of  improvement,  than  upon  the  number  of 
acres  under  culture. 

It  merits  particular  observation,  that  the  multi- 
plication of  manufactories  not  only  furnishes  a mar- 
ket for  those  articles  which  have  been  accustomed 
to  be  produced  in  abundance,  in  a country  ; but  it 
likewise  creates  a demand  for  such  as  were  either 
unknown  or  produced  in  inconsiderable  quantities. 
The  bowels,  as  well  as  the  surface  of  the  earth,  are 
ransacked  for  articles  which  were  before  neglected 


of  the  commodities  which  each  was  able  to  supply, 
on  the  best  terms,  might  be  carried  on  between 
them,  supporting  in  full  vigor  the  industry  of  each. 
And  though  the  circumstances  which  have  been 
mentioned,  and  others,  which  will  be  unfolded  here- 
after, render  it  probable,  that  nations  merely  agri- 
cultural, would  not  enjoy  the  same  degree  of  opu- 
lence, in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  those  which 
united  manufactures  with  agriculture  ; yet  the  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  the  lands  of  the  former, 
might,  in  the  end,  atone  for  an  inferior  degree  of 
opulence  in  the  mean  time  ; and  in  a case,  in  which 


Animals,  plants,  and  minerals  acquire  a utility  and  opposite  considerations  are  pretty  equally  balanced, 
value,  which  were  before  unexplored.  (the  opinion  ought  perhaps  always  to  be,  in  favor  of 

The  foregoing  considerations  seem  sufficient  to  [leaving  industry  to  its  own  direction, 
establish,  as  general  propositions,  that  it  is  the  inte-l  But  the  system,  which  has  been  mentioned,  is  far 
rest  of  nations  to  diversify  the  industrious  pursuits  of  from  characterising  the  general  policy  of  nations, 
the  individuals  who  compose  them — that  the  esta-  The  prevalent  one  has  been  regulated  by  an  opposite 
blishment  of  manufactures  is  calculated  not  only  to  spirit.  The  consequence  of  it  is,  that  the  United 
increase  the  general  stock  of  useful  and  productive  States  are,  to  a certain  extent,  in  the  situation  of  a 
labor,  but  even  to  improve  the  state  of  agriculture  in  country  precluded  from  foreign  commerce.-  Thev 
particular,  certainly  to  advance  the  interests  of  those  jean,  indeed,  without  difficulty,  obtain  from  abroad 
who  are  engaged  in  it.  There  are  other  views,  tthat  the  manufactured  supplies,  of  which  they  are  in 
will  be  here-if  er  taken  of  the  subject,  which,  it  is  want ; but  they  experience  numerous  and* very  in- 
Coneeived,  will  serve  to  confirm  these  inferences:  fjurious  impediments  to  the  emission  and  vent  of 

V If  I.  Previously  to  a further  discussion  of  t1^  ob-j  their  own  commodities.  Nor  is  this  the  case  in  re- 
jections to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  ference  to  a single  foreign  nation  only.  The  regvda- 
which  have  be$n  stated,  it  will  be  of  use  to  see  what!  dons  of  several  countries,  with  which  we  have  tha 
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most  extensive  intercourse,  throw  serious  obstruc 
tions  in  the  way  of  the  principal  staples  of  tue 
-United.  States. 

In  such  a position  of  things,  the  United  States 
cannot  exchange  with  Europe  on  equal  terms  : and 
the  want  of  reciprocity  would  render  them  the  vic- 
tim of  a system,  which  should  induce  them  to  con- 
fine their  views  to  agriculture,  and  refrain  from  ma- 
nufactures. A constant  and  increasing  necessity,  on 
their  part,  for  the  commodities  of  Europe,  and  only 
a partial  and  occasional  demand  for  their  own,  in 
return,  could  not  but  expose  them  to  a state  of  im- 
poverishment, compared  with  the  opulence  to  which 
their  political  and  natural  advantages  authorise 
them  to  aspire. 

Remarks  of  this  kind  are  not  made  in  the  spirit  of 
complaint.  ’Tis  for  the  nations,  whose  regulations 
are  alluded  to,  to  judge  for  themselves,  whether  by 
aiming  at  too  much,  they  do  not  lose  more  than  they 
gain.  ’Tis  for  the  United  States  to  consider  by  what 
means  they  can  render  themselves  least  dependent, 
on  the  combinations,  right  or  wrong,  of  foreign 
policy. 

It  is  no  small  consolation,  that  already  the  mea- 
sures which  have  embarrassed  our  trade,  have  acce- 
lerated internal  improvements,  which,  upon  the 
whole,  have  bettered  our  affairs.  To  diversify  and 
extend  these  improvements,  is  the  surest  and  safest 
method  of  indemnifying  ourselves  for  any  inconve- 
niences which  those  or  similar  measures  have  a ten- 
dency to  beget.  If  Europe  will  not  take  from  us  the 
products  of  our  soil,  upon  terms  consistent  with  our 
interest,  the  natural  remedy  is,  to  contract,  as  fast  as 
possible,  our  wants  of  her. 

2.  The  conversion  of  their  waste  into  cultivated 
land  is  certainly  a pomt  of  great  moment  in  the  po- 
litical calculations  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
degree  in  which  this  may  possibly  be  retarded  by 
the  encouragement  of  manufactories  does  not  appear 
to  countervail  the  powerful  inducements  to  affording 
that  encouragement. 

An  observation,  made  in  another  place,  is  of  a 
nature  to  have  great  influence  upon  this'  question. 
If  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  interests,  even  of 
agriculture,  may  be  advanced  more  by  having  such 
of  the  lands  of  a state  as  are  occupied  under  good 
cultivation,  than  by  having  a greater  quantity  occu- 
pied under  a much  inferior  cultivation — and  if  ma- 
nufactories, for  the  reasons  assigned,  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  have  a tendency  to  promote  a more  steady 
and  vigorous  cultivation  of  the  lands  occupied,  than 
would  happen  without  them — it  will  follow  that 
they  are  capable  of  indemnifying  a country  for  a 
diminution  of  the  progress  of  new  settlements  ; and 
may  serve  to  increase  botli  tiie  capital  value  and  the 
income  of  its  lands,  even  though  they  should  abridge 
(he  number  of  acres  under  tillage. 

But  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  that  the  progress 
of  new  settlements  would  be  retarded  by  the  ex  ten-, 
sion  of  manufactures.  The  desire  of  being  an  inde- 
pendent proprietor  of  land  is  founded  on  such  strong 
principles  in  the  human  breast,  that  where  the  op- 
portunity of  becoming  so  is  as  great  as  it  is  in  the 
United  States,  the  proportion  will  be  small  of  those, 
whose  situations  would  otherwise  Jead  to  it,  who 
would  be  diverted  from  it  towards  manufactures. 
And  it  is  highly  'probable,  as  already  intimated,  that 
the  accessions  of  foreigners,  who,  originally  drawn 
ever  by  manufacturing  views,  would  afterwards 
abandon  them  foi;  agricultural,  would  be  more  than 
an  equivalent  for  those  of  our  own  citizens,  who 
might  happen  to  be  detached  from  them. 

The  remaining  objections  to  a particular  encou- 
ragement of  maimfkciures  in  the  United  States,  now 
require  to  be  examined. 


oi  ^se  turns  on  the  proposition,  that  irr-^* 
dustry,  if  left  to  itself,  will  naturally  find  its  way 
to  the  most  useful  and  profitable  employment . 
whence  it  is  inferred,  that  manufactures,  without  the 
aid  of  government,  will  grow  up  as  soon  and  as  fust, 
as  the  natural  state  of  things  and  the  interest  of  the 
community  may  require. 

Against  the  solidity  of  this  hypothesis,  in  the  full 
latitude  of  the  terms,  very  cogent  reasons  may  be 
offered.  These  have  relation  to  the  sti-ong  influence 
of  habit  and  spirit  of  imitation,  the  fear  of  want  of 
success  in  untried  enterprises,  the  intrinsic  difficul- 
ties incident  to  first  essays  towards  a competition 
with  those  who  have  previously  attained  to  perfec- 
tion in  the  business  to  be  attempted,  the  bounties, 
premiums,  and  other  artificial  encouragements,  with 
which  foreign  nations  second  the  exertions  of  their 
own  citizens  in  the  branches  in  which  they  are  to  be 
rivalled. 

Experience  teaches,  that  men  are  often  so  much 
governed  by  what  they  are  accustomed  to  see  and 
practice,  that  the  simplest  and  most  obvious  im- 
provements, in  the  most  ordinary  occupations,  are 
adopted  with  hesitation,  reluctance,  and  by  slow 
gradations.  The  spontaneous  transition  to  new  pur- 
suits, in  a community  long  habituated  to  different 
ones,  may  be  expected  to  be  attended  with  propor- 
tionably  greater  difficulty.  When  former  occupa- 
tions ceased  to  yield  a profit  adequate  to  the  sub- 
sistence of  their  followers,  or  when  there  was  an 
absolute  deficiency  of  employment  in  them,  owing  to 
the  superabundance  of  hands,  changes  would  ensue- 
but  these  changes  would  be  likely  to  be  more  tardy 
than  might  consist  with  the  interest  either  of  indivi- 
duals or  of  the  society.  In  many  cases  they  would 
not  happen,  while  a bare  support  could  be  ensured 
by  an  adherence  to  ancient  courses;  though  a resort 
to  a more  profitable  employment  might  be  practica- 
ble. To  produce  the  desirable. changes,  as  early  as- 
may  be  expedient,  may  therefore  require  the  incite- 
ment and  patronage  of  government. 

The  apprehension  of  failing  in  new  attempts  is 
perhaps  a more  serious  impediment.  There  are 
dispositions  apt  to  be  attracted  by  the  mere  novelty 
of  an  undertaking  ; but  these  are  not  always  those 
best  calculated  to  give  it  success.  To  this,  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  confidence  of  the  cautious,  sa- 
gacious capitalists,  both  citizens  and  foreigners, 
should  be  excited.  And  to  inspire  this  description  of 
persons  with  confidence,  it  is  essential  that  they 
should  be  made  to  see  in  any  project,  which  is  new, 
and  for  that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  precarious, 
the  prospect  of  such  a degree  of  countenance  and 
support  from  government,  as  may  be  capable  of 
overcoming  the  obstacles,  inseparable  from  first 
experiments. 

The  superiority  antecedently  enjoyed  by  nations, 
who  have  pre-occupied  and  perfected  a branch  of 
industry,  constitutes  a more  formidable  obstacle, 
than  either  of  those,  which  have  been  mentioned,  to 
the  introduction  of  the  same  branch  into  a country, 
in  which  it  did  not  before  exist.  To  maintain,  be- 
tween the  recent  establishments  of  one  country  and 
the  long-matured  establishments  of  another  country, 
a competition  upon  equal  terms,  both  as  to  quality 
and  price,  is,  in  most  cases,  impracticable.  The  dis- 
parity, in  the  one,  or  in  the  other,  or  in  both,  must 
necessarily  be  so  considerable,  as  to  forbid  a suc- 
cessful rivalship,  without  the  extraordinary  aid  and 
protection  of  government. 

But  the  greatest  obstacle  of  all  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  a new  branch  of  industry,  in  a coun- 
try, in  which  it  was  before  unknown,  consists,  as  far 
as  the  instances  apply,  in  the  bounties,  premiums, 
> and  other  aids,  which  are  granted,  in  a variety 
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cases,  by  the  nations  in  which  the  establishments  to 
be  imitated,  are  previously  introduced.  It  is  well 
known  (and  particular  examples  in  the  course  of  the 
report  will  be  cited)  that  certain  nations  grant 
bounties  on  the  exportation  of  particular  commodi- 
ties, to  enable  their  own  workmen  to  undersell  and 
supplant  all  competitors,  in  the  countries  to  which 
those  commodities  are  sent.  Hence  the  undertakers 
of  a new  manufacture  have  to  contend  not  only  with 
the  natural  disadvantages  of  a new  undertaking,  but 
with  the  gratuities  and  remunerations  which  other 
governments  bestow.  To  be  enabled  to  contend  with 
success,  it  is  evident,  that  the  interference  and  aid 
of  their  own  government  are  indispensable. 

Combinations  by  those  engaged  in  a particular 
branch  of  business,  in  one  country,  to  frustrate  the 
first  efforts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  tempo- 
rary sacrifices,  recompensed  perhaps  by  extraordi- 
nary indemnifications  of  the  government  of  such 
country,  are  believed  to  have  existed,  and  are  not 
to  be  regarded  as  destitute  of  probability.  The 
existence  or  assurance  of  aid  from  the  government 
of  the  country,  in  which  the  business  is  to  be  in- 
troduced, may  be  essential  to  fortify  adventurers 
against  the  dread  of  such  combinations — to  defeat 
their  effects*  if  formed,  and  to  prevent  their  being 
formed,  by  demonstrating  that  they  must  in  the 
end  prove  fruitless. 

Whatever  room  there  may  be  for  an  expectation 
that  the  industry  of  a people,  under  the  direction  of 
private  interest,  will,  upon  equal  terms,  find  out  the 
most  beneficial  employment  for  itself,  there  is  none 
fora  reliance,  that  it  Will  struggle  against  the  force 
of  unequal  terms,  or  will,  of  itself,  surmount  all  the 
adventitious  barriers  to  a successful  competition* 
which  may  have  been  erected  either  by  the  advan- 
tages naturally  acquired  from  practice  and  previous 
ossession  of  the  ground,  or  by  those  which  may 
ave  sprung  from  positive  regulations  and  an  arti- 
ficial policy.  This  general  reflection  might  alone 
suffice  as  an  answer  to  the  objection  under  exami- 
nation ; exclusively  of  the  Weighty  considerations 
which  have  been  particularly  urged. 

The  objections  to  the  pursuit  of  manufactures  in 
the  United  States,  which  next  present  themselves 
to  discussion,  represent  an  impracticability  of  suc- 
cess, arising  from  three  causes — scarcity  of  hands, 
dearness  of  labor,  want  of  capital. 

The  two  first  circumstances  are,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, real,  and,  within  due  limits,  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  obstacles  to  the  success  of  manufacturing 
enterprise  in  the  United  States.  But  there  are  va- 
rious considerations,  which  lessen  their  force*  and 
tend  to  afford  p assurance,  that  they  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  the  advantageous  prosecution  of 
many  Very  Useful  and  extensive  manufactories. 

With  regard  to  the  scarcity  of  hands,  the  fact 
itself  must  be  applied,  with  no  small  qualification, 
to  certain  parts  of  the  United  States.  There  are 
large  districts,  which  may  be  considered  as  pretty 
fully  peopled  ; and  which,  notwithstanding  a con 
tinual  drain  for  distant  settlement,  are  thickly  in- 
terspersed with  flourishing  and  increasing  towns. 
If  these  districts  have  not  already  reached  the  point, 
to  which'  the  complaint  of  scarcity  of  hands  ceases, 

tcvr,;V. 


they  are  not  remote  from  it*  and  are  approaching 
fast  towards  it;  and  having  perhaps  fewer  attrac* 
tions  to  agriculture,  than  some  other  parts  of  the 
union,  they  exhibit  a proportionably  stronger  ten- 
dency towards  other  kinds  of  industry.  In  these 
districts,  may  be  discerned,  no  inconsiderable  ma- 
turity for  manufacturing  establishments. 

But  there  are  circumstances,  which  have  been  al- 
ready noticed  with  another  view,  that  materially 
diminish  every  where  the  effect  of  a scarcity  of 
hands.  These  circumstances  are — the  great  use 
which  can  be  made  of  women  and  children  ; on 
which  point  a very  pregnant  and  instructive  fact 
has  been  mentioned  ; the  vast  extension  given  bv 
late  improvements  to  the  employment  of  machines, 
which  substituting  the  agency 'of ’fire  and  water,  has 
prodigiously  lessened  the  necessity  for  manual  la- 
bor— the  employment  of  persons  ordinarily  engaged 
in  other  occupations*  during  the  seasons,  or  hours  of 
leisure— which,  besides  giving  occasion  to  the  exer- 
tion of  a greater  quantity  of  labor  by  the  same  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  thereby  increasing  the  general 
stock  ot  labor,  as  has  been  elsewhere  remarked,  may 
also  be  taken  into  the  calculation*  as  a resource  for 
obviating  the  scarcity  of  hands— lastly*  the  attrac- 
tion of  foreign  emigrants.  Whoever  inspects  with 
a careful  eye,  the  composition  of  our  towns,  will  he 
made  sensible  to  what  an  extent  this  resource  rra}' 
be  relied  upon.  This  exhibits  a large  proportion  of 
ingenious  and  valuable  workmen,  in  different  arts 
and  trades,  Who*  by  expatriating  from  Europe,  have 
improved  their  own  condition,  and  added  to  the  in- 
dustry and  wealth  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a na- 
tural inference  from  the  experience,  we  have  already 
had, that  as  soon  as  the  United  States  shall  present  the 
countenance  of  a serious  prosecution  of  manufactures, 
as  soon  as  foreign  artists  shall  be  made  sensible  that 
the  state  of  things  here  affords  a moral  certainty  of 
employmentand  encouragement,  competent  numbers 
of  European  workmen  will  transplant  themselves, 
effectually  to  insure  the  success  of  the  design.  How 
indeed  can  it  otherwise  happen,  considering  the  va- 
rious and  powerful  inducements,  whith  the  situation 
of  this  country  offers,  addressing  themselves  to  srt 
many  strong  passions  and  feelings,  to  so  many  gene* 
inland  particular  interests? 

It  may  be  affirmed,  therefore,  in  respect  to  hands 
for  carrying  on  manufactures,  that  we  shall  in  a great 
measure  trade  upon  a foreign  slock  ; reserving  our 
own  for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands*  and  the  manning 
of  our  ships*  as  far  as  character  and  circumstances 
shall  incline.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the 
objection  to  the  success  of  manufactures*  deduced 
from  the  scarcity  of  hands,  is  alike  applicable  to 
trade  and  navigation  ; and  yet  these  are  perceived 
to  flourish,  without  any  sensible  impediment  from, 
that  cause. 

As  to  the  dearness  of  labor,  (another  of  the  ob- 
stacles alleged)  this  has  relation  principally  to  two 
circumstances ; one,  that  which  lias  been  just  discus- 
sed, or  the  scarcity  of  hands  ; the  other,  the  great--, 
ness  of  profits. 

As  far  as  it  is  a consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
hands,  it  is  mitigated  by  all  the  considerations 
! which  have  been  adduced  as  lessening  that  deficien- 
cy. It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  disparity  in  this 
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spect,  between  some  of  the  most  manufacturing 
parts  of  Europe  and  a large  proportion  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  is  commonly  ima- 
gined. It  is  also  rnucii  less  in  .regard  to  country  la- 
borers ; and  while  a careful  comparison  shows,  that 
there  is,  in  this  particular,  much  exaggeration  ; it 
is  also  evident,  that  the  effect  of  the  degree  of  dis- 
parity winch  does  truly  exist,  is  diminished  in  pro- 
portion to  the  use  which  can  be  made  of  machinery. 

To  illustrate  this  last  idea — let  it  be  supposed,  that 
the  difference  of  price,  in  two  countries,  of  a given 
quantity  of  manual  labor,  requisite  to  the  fabrica- 
tion of  a given  article,  is  as  ten  ; and  that  some  me- 
ch  mic  power  is  introduced  into  both  countries, 
which,  performing  half  the  necessary  labor,  leaves 
only  naif  to  be  done  by  hand,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
difference  in  the  cost  of  the  fabrication  of  the  arti- 
cle in  question,  m the  two  countries,  as  far  as  it  is 
connected  with  the  price  of  labor,  will  be  reduced 
from  ten  to  five,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction 
of  that  power. 

This  circumstance  is  worthy  of  the  most  particular 
a mention.  It  diminishes  immensely  one  of  the 
objections,  most  strenuously  urged,  against  the 
success  of  manufactures  in  the  United  Spates. 

To  procure  *11  such  machines  as  are  known  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  c m only  require  a proper  pro- 
vision and  due  pains.  The  knowledge  of  several  of 
the  most  important  of  them  is  already  possessed. 
The  preparation  of  them  here,  is,  in  most  cases, 
practicable  on  nearly  equal  terms.  As  far  as  they 
depend  on  water,  some  superiority  of  advantages 
m y be  claimed,  from  the  uncommon  variety  and 
greater  cheapness  of  ihe  situations  adapted  to  mill 
seats,  with  which  different  parts  of  the.  United 
States  abound. 

So  far  as  the  dearness  of  the  labor  may  be  a con- 
sequence of  the  greatness  of  profits  in  any  branch 
of  business,  it  is  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  The 
undertaker  can  afford  to  pay  the  price. 

There  are  grounds  to  conclude  that  undertakers 
of  manufactures  in  this  country  can,  at  this  time, 
afford  to  pay  higher  wages  to  the  workmen  they  may 
employ,  than  are  paid  to  similar  workmen  in  Europe. 
The  prices  of  foreign  fabrics,  in  the  markets  of  the 
United  States,  which  will  for  a long  time  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  domestic  ones,  may  be  considered 
as  compounded  of  the  following  ingredient s.The  first 
cost  of  materials,  including  the  taxes,  if  any,  which 
are  paid  upon  them  where  they  are  made — the  ex- 
pense of  ground,  buildings,  machinery  and  tools — 
the  wages  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  manufac- 
tory— the  profits  on  the  capital  or  stock  employed — 
the  commissions  of  agents  to  purchase  them  where 
they  are  made — the  expense  of  transportation  to  the 
United  States,  including  insurance  and  other  inciden- 
tal charges — the  taxes  or  duties,  if  any,  and  fees  of 
pffiee  which  are  paid  on  their  exportation — the  taxes 
or  duties,  and  fees  of  office  which  are  paid  on  their 
importation. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  items,  the  cost  of  materials, 
the  advantage,  upon  the  whole,  is  at  present  on  the 
Side  of  the  United  States,  and  the  difference  in  their 
favor,  must  increase,  in  proportion  as  a certain  and 
extensive  domestic  demand  shall  induce  the  proprie- 
tors of  land  to  devote  more  of  their  attention  to  the 
production  of  those  materials.  It  ought  not  to  esca.pt 
observation,  in  a comparison  on  this  point,  that  some 
of  the  principal  manufacturing  countries  of  Europe 
are  much  more  dependent  on  foreign  supply  for  the 
materials  of  their  manufactures,  than  would  be  the 
United  States,  who  are  capable  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  a greater  abundance,  as  well  as  a greater 
variety  of  the  requisite  materials. 

A«  w tAie  second  itesi,  the  expense  of  grounds, 


buildings,  machinery  rnd  tools,  an  equality  at  lea# 
may  be  ..ssumeu ; since  advantages  m some  parti  - 
culars will  counterbalance  temporary  disadvantages 
in  others. 

As  to  the  third  item,  or  the  article  of  wages,  ther 
comparison  certainly  turns  against  the  United  States; 
though,  as  before  observed,  not  in  so  great  a degree 
as  is  commonly  supposed. 

The  fourth  item  is  dike  applicable  to  the  foreign 
and  to  the  domestic  man  fac Hire.  It  is  indeed  more 
properly  a result  than  a particular,  to  be  compared. 

But  with  respect  to  all  the  remaining  items,  they 
are  alone  applicable  to  the  foreign  manufacture* 
and  in  the  strictest  sense  extraordinaries ; consti- 
tuting a.  sum  «i  extra  charge  on  the  foreign  fabr-c, 
winch  camiot  be  estimated  at  less  than  from  fif- 
teen to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  it  at  the  ma- 
nufactory. 

Tins  sum  of  extra  charge  may  be  confidently 
regarded  as  more  than  a counterpoise  for  the  real 
difference  in  the  price  of  labor;  and  it  is  a satisfac- 
tory proof  that  manufactures  may  prosper  in  defiance 
of  it  in  ihe  United  States. 

To  t he  general  allegation,  connected  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  scarcity  of  hands  and  dea  ness  of  la- 
bor that  extensive  manufactures  can  only  grow  out  of 
a redundant  or  full  population,  it  will  be  sufficient,  to 
answer  generally,  that  the  fact  has  been  otherwise. 
That  the  situation,  alleged  to  be  an  essential  condi- 
tion of  sucsess,  has  not  been  that  of  several  nations,, 
at  periods  when  they  had  lready  attained  to  maturi- 
ty in  a variety  of  manufactures. 

The  supposed  want  of  capital  for  the  prosecution! 
of  manufactures  in  the  United  States,  is  the  most 
indefinite  of  the  objections  whichare  usually  opposed 
to  it. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  pronounce  any  thing  precise' 
concerning  the  real  extent  of  the  monied  capital  of 
a country,  and  still  more  concerning  the  proportion 
which  it  bears  to  ihe  objects  that  invite  the  employ- 
ment of  capital.  It  is  not  less  difficult  to  pronounce 
how  far  the  effect  of  any  given  quantity  of  money,  as 
capital,  or,  in  other  words,  as  a medium  for  circu- 
lating the  industry  and  property  of  a nation,  may  be 
increased  by  the  very  circumstance  of  the  addition, 
which  is  given  to  it  by  new  objects  of  employment. 
That  effect,  like  the  momentum  of  descending  bo- 
dies, may  not  improperly  be  represented,  as  in  a 
compound  ratio  to  mass  and  velocity.  It  seems  pretty 
certain,  that  a given  sum  of  money,  in  a situation,  in 
which  the  quick  impulses  of  commercial  activity 
were  little  felt,  would  appear  inade  quate  to  the  cir- 
culation of  as  great  a quantity  of  industry  and  pro- 
perty, as  in  one,  in  which  their  full  influence  was 
experienced. 

it  is  not  obvious,  why  the  same  objections  might 
not  as  well  be  made  to  external  commerce  as  to 
manufactures  ; since  it  is  manifest  that  our  Immense 
tr  ids  of  land,  occupied,  and  unoccupied,  are  capable 
of  giving  employment  to  more  capital  than  is  ac- 
tually bestowed  upon  them.  It  is  certain,  that  the 
United  States  offer  a vast  field  for  the  advantageous 
employment  of  capital,  but  it  does  not  follow,  that 
there  will  not  be  found,  in  one  way  or  another,  a 
sufficient  fund,  for  ti  e successful  prosecution  of  any 
species  of  industry  which  is  likely  to  prove  trulyr 
beneficial. 

The  following  considerations  are  of  a nature  to 
remove  all  inquietude  on  .he  score  of  want  of  capit  L 

The  introduction  of  banks,  as  has  been  shown  on 
another  occasion,  has  a powerful  tendency  to  extend 
the  active  capital  of  a coun  ry.  Experience  of  the 
utility  of  these  institutions  is  multiplying  them  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  probable  th  t they  w ill  be 
established  wherever  they  can  exist  with  advantage  j 
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end  wherever  they  can  be  supported,  if  administered  | 
With  prudence,  they  will  add  new  energies  to  all 
pecuniary  operations. 

The  aid  of  foreign  capital  may  safely,  and  with 
considerable  latitude,  be  taken  into  calculation.  Its 
instrumentality  has  been  long  experienced  in  our 
external  commerce  ; and  it  has  begun  to  be  felt  in 
various  other  modes.  Not  only  our  funds  but  our 
agriculture  and  other  internal  improvements  have 
been  animated  by  it.  It  has  already,  in  a few  in- 
stances, extended  even  to  our  manufactures. 

It  is  a well  known  fact,  that  there  are  parts  of 
E* trope,  which  have  more  capital,  than  profitable 
domestic  objects  of  employment.  Hence,  among 
other  proofs,  the  large  loans  continually  furnished 
to  foreign  states.  And  it  is  equally  certain,  that  the 
capital  of  other  parts  may  find  more  profitable  em- 
ployment in  the  United  States,  than  at  home.  And 
notwithstanding  there  are  weighty  inducements  to 
prefer  the  employment  of  capital  at  home,  even  at 
less  profit,  to  an  investment  of  it  abroad,  though 
with  greater  gain,  yet  these  inducements  are  over- 
ruled, either  by  a deficiency  of  employment,  or  by  a 
very  material  difference  in  profit.  Both  these  causes 
operate  to  produce  a transfer  of  foreign  capital  to 
the  United  States.  *Tis  certain,  that  various  objects 
in  this  country  hold  out  advantages,  which  are  with 
difficulty  to  be  equalled  elsewhere;  and  under  the 
increasingly  favorable  impressions,  which  are  en- 
tertained of  our  government,  the  attractions  will 
become  more  and  more  strong.  These  impressions 
will  prove  a rich  mine  of  prosperity  to  the  country, 
if  they  are  confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  pro- 
gress of  our  affairs.  And  to  secure  this  advantage, 
little  more  is  necessary,  than  to  foster  industry,  and 
to  cultivate  order  and  tranquility,  at  home  and 
abroad. 

It  is  not  impossible,  that  there  may  be  persons 
disposed  to  look  with  a jealous  eye  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  capital,  as  if  it  were  an  instrument 
to  deprive  our  own  citizens  of  the  profits  of  our  own 
industry  ; but  perhaps  there  never  could  be  a more 
Unreasonable  jealousy.  Instead  of  being  viewed  as 
a rival,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a most  valuable 
auxiliary;  conducing  to  put  in  motion  a greater 
quantity  of  productive  labor,  and  a greater  portion 
of  useful  enterprise  than  could  exist  without  it.  It 
is  at  least  evident,  that  in  a country  situated  like  the 
United  States,  with  an  infinite  fund  of  resources,  vet 
to  be  unfolded,  every  farthing  of  foreign  capital, 
which  is  laid  out  in  internal  ameliorations,  and  in 
industrious  establishments  of  a permanent  nature,  is 
a precious  acquisition. 

And  whatever  be  the  objects  which  originally  at 
tract  foreign  capital,  when  once  introduced,  it  may 
be  directed  towards  any  purpose  of  beneficial  exer- 
tion, which  is  desired.  And  to  detain  it  among  us, 
there  can  be  no  expedient  so  effectual  as  to  enlarge 
the  sphere,  within  which  it  maybe  usefully  employ- 
ed : though  introduced  merely  with  views  to  specu- 
lations in  the  funds,  it  may  afterwards  be  rendered 
subservient  to  the  interests  of  agriculture,  commerce 
and  manufactures. 

But  the  attraction  of  foreign  capital  for  the  direct 
purpose  of  manufactures  ought  not  to  be  deemed  a 
chimerical  expectation.  There  are  already  examples 
of  it,  as  remarked  in  another  place.  And  the  exam- 
ples, if  the  disposition  be  cultivated,  can  hardly  fail 
to  multiply.  There  are  also  instances  of  another 
kind,  which  serve  to  strengthen  the  expectation; 
enterprises  for  improving  tiie  public  communica- 
tions, by  cutting  canals,  opening  the  obstructions  in 
rivers,  and  erecting  bridges,  have  received  very  ma- 
terial aid  from  the  same  source. 

When  the  manufacturing  capitafist  of  Europe 
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shall  advert  to  the  many  important  advantages 
which  have  been  intimated,  in  the  course  of  this  re- 
port, he  cannot  but  perceive  very  powerful  induce- 
ments to  a transfer  of  himself  and  h is  capital  to  the 
United  States.  Among  the  reflections,  which  a 
most  interesting  peculiarity  of  situation  is  cal- 
culated to  suggest,  it  cannot  escape  his  observa- 
tion, as  a circumstance  of  moment  in  the  calculation, 
that  the  progressive  population  and  improvement  of 
the  United  States,  ensure  a continually  increasing 
domestic  demand  for  the  fabrics  which  he  shall  pro- 
duce, not  to  be  affected  by  any  external  casualties  or 
vicissitudes. 

But  while  there  are  circumstances  sufficiently 
strong  to  authorise  a considerable  degree  of  reliance 
on  the  aid  of  foreign  capital,  towards  the  attainment 
of  the  object  in  view,  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  good 
ground  of  assurance,  that  there  are  domestic  re- 
sources of  themselves  adequate  to  it.  It  happens, 
that  there  is  a species  of  capital,  actually  existing 
within  the  United  Stales,  which  relieves  from  all  in- 
quietude, on  the  score  of  want  of  capital.  This  is  the 
funded  debt. 

The  effect  of  a funded  debt,  as  a species  of  capital, 
has  been  noticed  upon  a former  occasion  ; but  a more 
particular  elucidation  of  the  point  seenLsto  be  re- 
quired by  the  stress  which  is  here  laidupun  it:  this 
shall  accordingly  be  attempted. 

Public  funds  answer  the  purpose  of  capital,  front 
the  estimation  in  which  they  are  usually  held  by 
monied  men  ; and  consequently  from  the  ease  and 
dispatch  with  which  they  can  be  turned  into  money. 
1'ius  capacity  of  prompt  convertibility  into  money 
causes  a transfer  of  stock  to  be  in  a great  number  of 
cases  equivalent  to  a payment  in  coin — and  where  it 
does  not  happen  to  suit  the  party  who  is  to  receive, 
(o  accept  a transfer  of  stock,  the  party  who  is  to  pay, 
is  never  at  a loss  to  find  elsewhere  a purchaser  of  his 
stock,  who  will  furnish  him  in  lieu  of  it,  with  the 
coin  of  which  he  stands  in  need. 

Hence,  in  a sound  and  settled  state  of  the  publid 
funds,  a man  possessed  of  a sum  in  them  can  embrace 
any  scheme  of  business,  which  offers,  with  as  much 
confidence  as  if  he  were  possessed  of  an  equal  sum 
in  coin. 

This  operation  of  public  funds,  as  capital,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  denied : but  it  is  objected  to  the  idea 
of  their  operating  as  an  augmentation  of  the  capital 
of  tile  community,  that  they  serve  to  occasion  th£ 
destruction  of  some  other  capital  to  an  equal  amount. 

The  capital  which  alone  they  can  be  supposed  to 
destroy,  must  consist  of — the  annual  revenue,  which 
is  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  t lie  debt, 
and  to  the  gradual  redemption  of  the  principal — the 
amount  of  the  coin,  which  is  employed  in  circulating 
the  funds,  or,  in  other  words,  in  effecting  the  differ- 
ent alienations  which  they  undergo. 

But  the  following  appears  to  be  the  true  and  accu- 
rate view  of  this  matter — 

1st.  As  to  the  point  of  the  annual  revenue  requi- 
site for  tiie  payment  of  interest  and  the  redemption 
of  principal. 

As  a determinate  proportion  will  tend  to  perspi- 
cuity in  the  reasoning,  let  it.  be  supposed  that  tho 
annual  revenue  to  be  applied,  corresponding  with, 
the  modification  of  the  six  per  cent.' stock  of  the 
United  States,  is  in  the  ratio  of  eight  upon  the  hun- 
dred ; that  is,  in  the  first,  instance,  six  on  account  of 
interest,  and  two  on  account  of  principal. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident,  that  the  capital  destroyed, 
to  tiie  capital  created,  would  bear  no  greater  propor- 
tion than  eight  to  one  hundred.  There  would  be. 
withdrawn  from  the  total  mass  of  oilier  capitals  a 
sum  of  eight  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  public  credit^;-- 
while  lie  would  be  possessed  of  a sum  of  one  hup: 
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dred  dollars,  ready  to  be  applied  to  any  purpose,  to 
be  embarked  in  any  enterprise,  which  might  appear! 
to  him  eligible — here  then  the  augmentation  of  capl-j 
till,  or  the*’ excess  of  that  which  is  produced,  beyond 
that'  which  is  destroyed,  is  equal  to  ninety-two  doi-i 
lars.  _ | 

To  this  conclusion  it  may  be  objected,  that  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars  is  to  be  withdrawn  annually,  j 
until  the  whole  hundred  is  extinguished,  and  it  may  i 
be  inferred,  that  in  process  of  time  a capital  will  be 
destroyed,  equal  to  that  which  is  at  first  created. 

Hut  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  interval,  between  the  creation  of  the  capital! 
of ‘one  hundred  dollars,  and  its  reduction  to  a sum 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  annual  revenue  appro- 
priated to  its  redemption — there  will  be  a greater 
active  capital  in  existence,  than  if  no  debt  had  been 
Contracted.  The  sum  drawn  from  other  capitals,  in 
any  one  year,  will  not  exceed  eight  dollars  : but 
there  wilt  be,  at  every  instant  of  time  during  the 
whole  period  in  question,  a sum  corresponding  with 
so  much  of  the  principal,  as  remains  unredeemed,  in 
the  hands  of  some  person  orother,  employed,  or  rea- 
dy to  be  employed,  in  some  profitable  undertaking. 
There  will,  therefore,  constantly  be  more  capital,  in 
capacit.'-  to  be  employed,  than  capital  taken  from 
emplo  it  at.  The  excess*  for ‘the  first  year,  has  been 
stated  to  he  ninety-two  do  Hass;  it  will  diminish,  year- 
ly : but  there  always-  will  be  an  excess,  until  the 
principal  of  the  debt  is  brought  to  a level  with  the 
Redeeming  annuity,'  that  is,  in  the  case  Which  has 
been  assumed  by  way  of  example,  to  eight  dollars. 
The  reality  of  this  success  becomes  palpable,  if  it 
be  supposed,  as  often  happens,  that  live  citizens  of  a 
foreign  country  import  into  the  United  States  one 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  an  equal  sum  of 
public  debt:  here  is  an  absolute  augmentation,  of 
the  mass  of  circulating  coin  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  At  the  end  of  a year,  the  foreigner 
is  presumed'  to  draw  back  eight  dollars,  on  account 
of  his  principal  and  interest,'  but  lie  still  leaves 
ninety-two  of  his  original  deposit  in  circulation,  as 
he  in  like  manner  leaves  eighty-four,  at  tlm  end  of 
the  second  year,  drawing  back  then  also  the  annuity 
of  eight  dollars  : and  thus  the  mattcr'proceeds  ; the 
capital  left  in  circulation  diminishing  each  year,  and 
Coming  nearer  to  line  level  of  the  annuity  drawn 
b.«ck.  There  are,  however,  some  differences  in  the 
ultimate  operation  of  the  part  of  the  debt,  which  is 
purclus.-d  by  foreigners  and  that  which  remains  in 
the  hands  of  Citizens. . Hut  the  general  effect,  in 
each  case,  though  in  different  degrees,  is  to  add  to 
the  active  capital  of  the  Country. 

Hitherto  the  reasoning  has  proceeded  on  a con- 
cession of  the  position,  that  the  re  is  a destruction 
of  some  other  capital,  to  the  extent  of  the  annuity 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the 
redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  debt : but  in  this, 
too  much,  has  been  conceded.  There,  is,  at  most,  a 
temporary  transfer  of  some  other  capital,  to  the 
amount  of  the  annuity,  from  those  who  pay,  to  the 
credit»r  Who  receives;  which  he  again  restores  to 
the  circulation,  to  resume  the  offices  of  a capital. 
This  iie  docs  either  immediately,  by  employing  the 
money  in  some' branch  of  industry,  or  mediately  bv 
lending  it  to  some  other  person,  who  does  so  employ 
it,  or  by  spending  it  on  Ills  own  maintenance.  In 
either  supposition,  there  is  no  destruction  of  capital : 
there  is  nothing  more  than  a suspension  of  its  mo- 
tion for  a time;  that  is,  while  it  is  passing  from 
the  hands  of  those  who  pay  into  the  public  coffers, 
and  thence  through  the  puhilc  creditor,  into  some 
other  channel  of  circulation.  When  the  payments  of 
interest  are  periodical  and  quick,  and  made  by  the 
instrumentality  of  banks,  the  diversion  or  suspen- 


sion of  capital  may  almost  be  denominated  moment 
tary.  Hence  the  deduction  on  this  account  is  fin. 
less,  than  it  at  first  sight  appears  to  be. 

C To  be  continued. _) 


Boston  Memorial. 

We  have  been  requested  to  register  the  following 
memorial;  and,  as  it  falls  immediately  into  the 
plan  of  the  work,  we  are  happy  to  oblige.  The 
object  is  to-  shew  the  ground  the  Merchants  took,, 
when  England , by  an  order  in  council,  had  merely 
touched  the  carrying-trade  ; i.  e.  a dealing  in  the 
commodities  of  other  nations.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  after-orders  prohibited,  in  a much  more 
extensive  manner,  the  transportation  of  our  own 
productions,  except  on  paying  a duty  or  tnbute  on 
them  at  a British  port,  and  the  like  on  the  return - 
cargoes. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  in  congress  assembled. 

The  subscribers,  a committee  of  the  merchants  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  duly  empowered  for  the  pur- 
pose, respectfully  ask  leave  to  address  the  govern- 
ment on  a subject  highly  interesting  to  the  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  and  involving 
in  its  results  a great  pecuniary  property,  acquired  as" 
they  belo  ve  by  honest  exertions  in  the  prosecution 
of  an  open,  fair,  and  authorised  trade. 

While  your'  memorialists  have  witnessed  with 
mingled  feelings  of  indignation  towards  the  perpe- 
trators, and  of  commisseratiou  for  their  unfortunate 
countrymen,  the  insults  and  barbarities  which  the 
commerce  of  these  states  has  sustained  from  the 
cruizcrs  of  France  and  Spain,  it  is  their  object  in 
the  present  memorial,  to  confine  their  animadver- 
sions to  the  more  alarming,  because  more  numerous 
and  extensive  detentions  and  condemnations  of  Ame- 
rican vessels  by  Great  Britain  ; and  to  advert  to  the 
principles  recently  avowed,  and  adopted  by  her 
courts,  relative  to  neutral  trade  in  articles  of  colonial 
produce.  Principles  which,  it*  admitted,  or  practi- 
sed upon  in  all  the  latitude  which  may  fairly  be  in- 
ferred to  be  intended,  would  be  destructive  of  the 
navigation,  and  radically  impair  the  most  lucrative 
commerce  of  our  country. 

The  law  of  nations,  like  all  other  laws  not  formed 
by  express  compact,  must,  to  give  it  an  obligatory 
force,  lie  founded  on  the  rule  of  right,  and  be  con- 
strued to  exist  only  from  open  declaration,  or  from 
a tacit  acquiescence  under  its  operation  by  the  par- 
ties interested  in  it. 

It  is  a law  which  can  never  be  considered  as  abso- 
lutely permanent,  for  being  established  by  common 
consent  for  the  general  good,  it  can  only  be  support- 
ed so  long  as  it  produces  the  effect  intended,  and  so 
various  are  the  changes  in  the  political  world 
from  the  relative  situation  of  states  at  different 
epochs,  and  from  the  growth  of  new  empires,  that 
it  may  very  possibly  happen,  that  what  promoted 
the  public  happiness  at  one  time,  and  there- 
from became  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  might  at 
another  period  tend  only  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
an  individual  nation,  at  the  expense,  and  to  the  de- 
pression and  injury  of  many  other  nations. -r-Tn  such 
case,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  expect,  that  old  princi- 
ples, even  if  they  had  been  once  expressly  admitted, 
would  become  obsolete,  or  be  newly  modified, 
and  made  to  conform  to  a state  of  nations  widely 
different  from  that  in  which  they  originated, — 
at  any  rate,  your  memorialists  presume  it  can 
never  be  justly  contended,  that  principles  of  ma- 
ritime law  have  been  admitted  by  a nation,  during 
nv  liose  existence  they  had  never  been  avowed  nor  act- 
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rdupon,  merely  because  such  nation  dul  not  autici-jilot  being  able  satisfactorily  to  dispose  at  the  isle  of 
pate  and  combat  pretensions  which  it  never  imma-  France  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  remained  af- 
fined would  be  seriously  advocated.  Principles  that  | ter  defraying  the  expenses,  purchased  another  ves- 
liad  been  virtually  abandoned  subsequently  to  their  jsel,  gave  her  the  same  name,  pin  on  hoard  the  rosi- 
first  avowal,  even  during  an  intermediate  and  inve-  due  of  her  original  cargo,  and  completed  his  load- 
terate  war,  and  during  the  prosecution  of  a trade 
which  is  now  interdicted  and  alleged  to  be  illegal, 
djut  which  trade  was  at  that  time  sanctioned  b\  the 
promulgated  decisions  of  her  courts,  and  by  an  offi- 
cial communication  from  one  of  the  highest  organs- of 
the  very  government  which  is  now  attempting  to  des- 
troy it,  and  with  its  suppression  to  annihilate,  or 
greatly  diminish  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations. 

From  the  decree  of  the  lords  of  appeal  in  the  case 
.of  the  Essex,  Qrne  . . from  the  judgment  of  sir  Win. 

Scott,  in  several,  other  cases  since  that  decree,  m di- 
rect contravention  of  his  former  decisions — from  the 
multiplied  arres  tat  ions  and  detentions  of  American 
vessels,  of  which  every  arrival  furnishes  a more  ex- 
tended list— there  is  great  cause  to  apprehend,  that 
the  British  government  mean  to  set  up  as  a principle, 

— 'I'hat  she  has  a right  to  interdict  all  commerce  by 
neutrals  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  -which  ports  had 
not  been  open  previously  to  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities— that  if  she  permits  a trade  ivith  them  in  any  de 


ing  with  freight  belonging  to  citizens  of  this  town  ; — 
wji.Ii  this  remnant  saved  from  his  misfortunes,  he 
proceeded  on  the  voyage,  and  had  nearly  reached 
the  mouth  of  our  harbor,  when  Ids  vessel  was  cap- 
timed  by  a British  cruizer,  carried  into  Halifax,  and 
there  by  the  vice-admiralty  court  condemned,  be- 
cause among  tiie  papers  were  found,  a memoY-mmim 
reminding  the  captain  after  his  arrival  within  the 
harbor  of  Boston,  to  insert  in  the  manifest  to  jje  de- 
livered at  the  custom  house,  that  the  ship  was'bound 
“for  Boston  and  Embden,” — a provision  merely  in- 
tended to  operate  in  case  of  the  restoration  of  peace 
before  the  return  of  the  vessel,  and  which,  as  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were,  when  she  departed 
f om  Boston,  was  needful  to  enable  her  to  proceed 
to  Europe  without  unloading  the  cargo,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  ; and  which  provision,  the  captain 
must  have  been  well  convinced,  was  rendered  whol- 
ly nugatory  with  the  second  ship,  because  when  he 
left  the  United  States  he  knew,  that  if  any  part  of 
grec,  she  has  a right  to  prescribe  the  limits  of  it — /ajacargo  was  entered  the  whole  must  bo  landed  ; and 
investigate  the  intention  of  the  parties  prosecuting  it,  | having  taken  freight  which  lie  was  obliged  to.  d<  liver 
and  if  such  intention  be  not  the  actual  disposition  of\  here,  there  no  longer  remained  an  election  respect- 
ive property  in  the  neutral  country , to  consider  the  mcr-  ing  the  termination- of  the  voyage,  and  that  it-  must 
chandize , even  after  the  importation  into  such  country,  | of  necessity  be  concluded  at  Boston. 
aj ter  having  been  landed  therein,  -warehoused  and  the\  The  precautionary  memorandum  to  insert  in  the 
duties  paid  on  it,  as  only  in  the  stage  of  a continued',  manifest  after, the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  the  harbor,. 
and  direct  voyage  from  the  colony  to  the  mother  conn- 1 t!ie  Wards  “Boston  and  Embden,”  was  practised  at 
try,  or  vice  versa,  and  therefore  illegal,  and  liable  to  | the  time  for  the  same  purpose,  by  many  of  our  most 
condemnation.  correct  and  intelligent  merchants  and  is  no  evidence 

Speculating  upon  the  apparent  avowal  of  these  of  an.  indention  to  avail  of, the  permission  widen  it 
principles,  the  vice-admiralty  judges  of  Great  Bri- 1 gave  to  proceed  to  Europe.  In  thecaseof  the  Indus,  the 
tain,  the  officers  of  her  ships  of  war  and  cruizers,  owners  have  disavowed  most  formally,  under  the  ex- 
seem  to  consider  them  as  the  signal  for  harrassing  isting  political  state  of  Europe,  any  intention  of  conti-- 
and  arresting  neutral  commerce,  and  vigilantly  aei- ! miing  the  voyage;  and  this  asseveration*  is-corrobora- 
ing  in  conformity  with  these  impressions.  We  find  | tecl  by  the  strongest  collateral  evidence  it  is  possible 
that  scarcely  an  American  vessel  can  pass  the  Balia-  j to  adduce — the  same  orders  having  been  given  in 
mas,  the  slreights  of  Gibraltar,  or  the  English  chan-!  previous  enterprises,  in  none  of  which  bad  i-ii-e  per- 
nel,  without  being  seized,  in  some  cases  condemned,  mission  been  availed  of— but  in  every  case  in-  which 
and  in  others  released  either  without  damages,  or  j they  were  interested,  the  cargoes  had  been  actually 
with  the  conviction,  that  the  demand  for  com pensa-  landed  an  I sold  in  the  United  States,  notwilhstand- 
tion  would  be  attended  with  greater  expense  than  ing  a similar  declaration  in  the  manifests. 

Would  be  defrayed  by  a successful  pursuit  of  it.  In  another  case,  your  memorialists  learn,  that  a 

In  some  instances,  your  memorialists  find  new  ves-  vessel  (the  Aurora,  Hall)  belonging  to  Portsmouth 
sels  on  their  first  passage  from  the  United  States  to. jin  Nevv-Hampshire,  afer  having  carried  out  a cargo 
Europe,  arrested,  carried  out  of  their  course,  and  | of  innocent  merchandise,  the  property  of  natives  and 
injuriously  detained  under  the  vexatious  pretence  of  j merchants  of  this  town,  to  the  neutral  port  of  Leg- 
a continuity  of  voyage  from  the  country  or  colony  of  horn,  ordered  from  thence  with  specie  to  Calcutta, 
a belligerent,  | and  from  thence  to  return  with  a cargo  to  this  place. 

In  another  instance  they  have  witnessed  a vessel  has  been  arrested  in  the  progress  of  the  voyage,  car- 
captured  and  condemned  under  the  most  fririlous  ried  into  Gibraltar, and  may  probably  be  condemned, 
pretext,  when  in  the  prosecution  of  an  acknawledg-  because  her  outward  cargo  consisted  of  colonial 
ed  and  permitted  trade,  under  circumstances  which  | produce,  and  because  the  captain  was  permitted  by 
banished  every  shadow  of  doubt,  as  to  the  real  des-jliis  orders  to  stop- at  the  isle  of  France,  on  his  voy- 
t ination  of  the  vessel,  the  indeutity  of  the  owners,  age  to  Calcutta,  and  to  avail  of  the  state  of  the 
or  the  actual  intentions  of  the  parties.  markets  there,  should  they  be  favorable  to  procure 

a return  cargo  for  Boston  ; thus  embarrassing  a 
rade,  which,  whether  prosecuted  to  the  one  place 


Is  our  memorialist  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Indus, 


Myrick,  which  vessel  was  owned  by  gentlemen  of  tra 

this  town,  not  engaged  in  commission  business — j or  to  the  other,  has  bv  all  parties  been  considered 
possessing  very  abundant  capital  lo  undertake  large  jopen,  and  extending  the  taint  of  a cargo  of  colonial 
and  distant  enterprizes,  and  the  fairness  of  whose  I produce  further,  than  by  most  nations  is  attached  to 
intentions  or  conduct,  lias,  never  been  questioned  or  ja  loading  of  articles  wholly  contraband  of  war,  for 
suspected.'  j it  is  admitted  by  them  even  in  that  case,  that  the 

The  Indus  proceeded  from  Boston  to  Batavia,  j offence  is  deposited  with  the  cargo,  and  ceases  on 
there  purchased  a cargo,  and  on  the  return  there- 
with to  Boston,  was  dismasted,  and  after  suffering 
severely  from  the  elements,  obliged  to  put  into  the 
Mauritius — on  her  arrival  there,  the  ship  was  found 
too  much  isj  tired  to  prosecute  the  voyage,  was  con- 
demned as.  not  seaworthy.  and  sold. — ' The ■ cap 


its  delivery. 


Your  memorialists  will  .not  proceed  to  fatigue  the 
attention  of  government  by  citing  cases,  winch  they 
presume,  so  soon  as  regular,  documents  can  be  ob- 
tained, will  be  transmitted  in  precise  statements  to 
.11  the  department  of  state.  These  few  instances  tii ejr 
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have  thought  it  needful  to  notice,  in  order  to  demon- 
strate, that  unless  the  present  disposition  of  British 
admiralty  courts,  and  navy  officers  can  be  counter- 
acted and  removed,  a widely  dispersed  and  unpro- 
tected commerce,  extending  to  every  region  of  the 
globe,  will  only  serve  to  invite  depredation,  to  bank- 
rupt ourselves,  and  enrich  others,  until  such  com- 
merce be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  ocean,  and 
leave  nothing  in  its  stead,  but  sentiments  of  hostili- 
ty, and  acts  of  contention. 

Without  entering  into  elaborate  disquisitions,  your 
memorialists  request  permission  to  make  a few  re- 
marks on  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  principles 
assumed  by  Great  Britain, 

1st.  It  is  contended  by  Great  Britain,  that  she  has 
the  right  to  interdict  entirely  a trade  bv  neutrals  to 
the  ports  of  her  enemies,  such- ports  not  having  heen 
open  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  having  the 
right  to  interdict  this  trade  altogether,  she  has,  a 
fortiori,  the  right  to  modify  it  as  she  pleases — and 
of  consequence,  if  an  enemy  nation  should  remain 
in  a state  of  war  for  half  a century,  any  alteration  of 
her  colonial  system,  which,  very  probably  the  pro- 
gress of  events  might  have  produced  ill  time  of 
peace,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  her,  even  should 
there  have  taking  place  during  that  time,  a total  and 
acknowledged  revolution  of  her  government,  and 
an  abolition  of  all  her  ancient  systems. 

2ndly.  That  having  allowed  a direct  trade  between 
the  colonies  of  her  enemies,  and  neutral  countries, 
she  has  a right  to  say,  that  such  trade  shall  cease 
and  determine  in  the  neutral  state — and  that  to  pre- 
vent its  further  progress,  she  has  the  right  to  exa- 
mine in  all  cases,  to  whom  property  found  on  the  ocean 
belongs — to  trace  the  evidences  of  a continuity  of 
trade — to  investigate  the  latent  intentions  of  neutral 
merchants — to  discriminate  between  importers  and 
exporters — and  then  to  accord  to  one  part  of  a com- 
munity, what  she  denies  to  another  part. 

A taeit  submission  to  pretensions  thus  lofty  and 
comprehensive,  but  which  your  memorialists  trust 
are  most  of  them  untenable,  would,  they  conceive, 
be  an  abandonment  of  rights  openly  recognized, 
and  a direlection  of  the  most  important  commercial 
interests  of  our  country. 

Reason,  and  the  most,  powerful  considerations  of 
equity  enjoin  it  as  a duty  on  the  United  States  to  op- 
pose these  pretensions  ; for 'circumstanced  as  these 
states  are,  possessing  an  immensely  extended  and 
fertile  territory,  producing  mostly  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  which,  with  the  merchandize  obtained 
from  abroad  by  the  industry  and  enterprize  of  her 
citizens,  she  is  obliged  to  barter  or  furnish  in  pay- 
ment for  importations  of  foreign  produce  or  manafac- 
tures — It  behoves  her,  strenuously  to  contend  for  the 
right  of  an  open  commerce  in  innocent  articles  between 
other  nations  that  are  willing  to  accord  with  it  and 
herself;  for  if  the  right  be  not  both  claimed  and  ad- 
mitted, scarcely  any  of  the  European  powers  can  in 
future  be  engaged  in  warfare,  without  making  the 
United  States,  in  opposition  both  to  her  efforts  and 
wishes  either  a victim  or  a party  in  the  contest;  for 
it  is  well  known  that  the  trade  of  this  country  with 
nearly  all  the  colonies  of  European  powers  is  carried 
on  by  occasional  permissions,  and  by  partial  relaxa- 
tions of  tile  prohibitory  system,  and  if  the  British 
contend,  that  the  port  of  Batavia  shall  not  be  opened 
to  neutrals  in  time  of  war,  because  it  has  ordinarily 
been  closed  against  them  in  periods  of  peace-— that 
the  temporary  permission  to  trade  there,  Was  extort- 
ed merely  by  the  pressure  of  the  maritime  superio- 
rity of  Great  Britain,  and  that  to  relieve  this  pres- 
sure by  the  puachase  of  Javenese  produce  was  coun- 
teracting the  effect  of  her  arms,  and  giving  aid  to 
her  enemies  in  the  war.  It  might  with  equal  force , 


by "panty  of  reasoning  be  contended  by  France,  or 
any  other  nation  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  that  the 
limited  permission  given  to  the  United  States  to 
trade  to  Jamaica  in  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  was 
evidently  granted  with  reluctance,  and  was  extorted 
by  the  noweb  of  their  arms  on  the- continent  of  Eu- 
rope ; that  to  oppose  and  counterbalance  these.  Great 
Britain  was  necessitated  to  victual  and  man  immense 
fleets,  and  to  organize  and  support  numerous  armies 
— that  to  provision  these  fleets,  and  to  provide  for 
these  armies  consumed  all  the  produce  of  her  coun- 
try— that  not  having  any.  articles  of  subsistence  to 
spare,  she  must  therefore  either  abandon  her  colonics 
to  famine,  or  reduce  or  distress  her  armaments  by  di- 
vertingfrom  them, part  ofthe  supplies  destined  to  their 
support — and  that  for  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States  to 
step  in,  and  avail  of  even  a six  weeks  permission  to 
supply  her  colonies,  and  thus  prevent  their  falling  an 
easy  pray  into  the  arms-  of  France  from  the  pressure 
of  their  own  necessities,  was  actually  giving  aid,  and 
comfort,  and  existence  to  the  enemy  of  France,  was 
in  effect  making  a common  cause  with  her,  and  of 
course  rendered  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
when  captured  in  the  prosecution  of  such  trade,  law- 
ful prizes  to  the  cruizers  of  France. Thus  your 

memorialists  conceive  these  pretensions  afford  con- 
stant sources  of  collision,  continually  tending  to  in- 
volve these  states  in  the  issue  of  European  wars,  and 
would  oblige  the  government  on  the  occurrence  of 
such  wars,  speedily  to  unite  with  one  or  other  of  the 
parties  in  order  that  the  commerce  of  the  country 
might  lawfully  avail  itself  of  some  degree  of  secu- 
rity, from  the  protection  which  its  own  force,  and 
that  of  its  allies  could  afford. 

To  this  state  of  things  yourmemoralists  believe  it 
can  neither  he  the  interest  nor  wish  ofthe  British  go- 
vernment, to  reduce  our  country. 

The  right  of  internal  commercial  regulation  in 
articles  of  an  innoxious  nature  is- one  of  the  essential 
and  inherent  rights  of  every  independent  sovereignty 
and  with  the  exception  of  a trade  to  blockaded  ports, 
or  in  articles  contraband  of  war,  every  government 
has  a right  to  sell  the  surplus  articles  of  its  manu- 
factures and  produce  to  neutral  merchants,  who  on 
their  part,  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  to  a 
fair  and  honorable  course  of  dealing,  purchasing 
exclusively  for  their  own  account ; and  refusing  to 
cover  the  property  of  a belligerent,  are  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  their  own,  and  the  respect  of  other 
governments — for  the  most  tenacious  advocates  for 
die  rights  of  belligerents  admit,  that  during  war, 
neptrals  have  aright  to  enjoy  in  the  utmost  latitude 
the  trade  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed  in  time 
of  peace.  Now  if  a belligerent  has  a right  to  block- 
ade an  extended  sea  coast,  and  to  exclude  neutrals 
from  perhaps  fifty  different  ports  (as  was  the  French 
ports  in  the  channel  during  the  last  war)  how  can 
the  neutral  enjoy  his  usual  peace  trade  in  its  great- 
est latitude,  unless  this  deprivation  is  balanced  by 
another  trade  which  is  opened  to  him  during  the 
war  ? 

As  to  the  inquisitorial  right  of  search  into 
the  ownership  of  neutral  property  set  up  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  doctrine  appended  to  it;  that  a 
neutal  importer  shall  not  again  export  his  goods,  but 
that  they  shall  be  first  alienated  and  passed  into  the 
possession  of  others — Your  memorialists  believe 
them  to  be  unsound  in  point  of  principle,  offensive 
in  practice  and  nugatory  in  effect — for  the  importa- 
tion of  merchandise  into  a neutral  country,  landing 
it,  payment  of  duties  on  it,  and  exposing  it  for  sale, 
as  fully  domesticates  such  merchandise,  and  makes 
it  as  much  a part  of  tiie  marketable  stock  of  the 
country  as  the  corn  which  is  raised  in  its  fields,  or 
the  beef  that  is  fatted  on  its  mountains ; and  thence-* 
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’forward  it  becomes  as  much  the  right  of  one  citizen 
as  of  another,  to  export,  or  appropriate  it,  as  he 
chooses,  and  the  attempt  by  another  government 
Subsequently  to  discriminate,  and  to  deprive  a neu- 
tral merchant  of  the  right  to  purchase  a cargo  for 
exportation,  because  possibly  he  owned  a fiftieth 
part  of  it  on  importation,  can  only  excite  irritation — 
iuvite  collision — lead  to  fictitious  sales,  and  eventu- 
ally would  d.minish  in  i very  small,  if  in  any  degree, 
shipments  of  foreign  produce. 

Thisdoctrine  is  probably  more  injurious  in  itsopera- 
x.o  ionic  the  U.States  than  to  any  oi  here  mntry.  Secoiiu 
to  no  nation  on  the  earth  in  enterpnze,her  ciLz  ns  ar 
yet  inferior  to  those  of  many  oilier  countries  in  capi- 
rtalr—hence  arises  the  necessity  of  numerous  associ- 
ates from  the  right  of  any  subsequent  trade  in  arti- 
cles derived  from  advent  tires  in  which  they  had  been 
concerned,  to  perhaps  a very  sm  .11  amount,  ana 
which  adventures  after  the  arrival  in  Ute  United 
States,  are  as  much  terminated,  so  far  s respects 
a continuity  of  association,  as  if  the  property  had 
been  sunk  in  the  ocean,  and  tints  to  throw  advan- 
tages into  the  laps  of  their  neighbors  from  a partici 
pation  of  which  they  are  interdicted,  is  manifestly 
arbitrary  and  unjust. 

Your  memorialists  would  with  reluctance  believe 
that  the  sacred  tribunals  of  justice  have  become  sub- 
servient to  motives  of  political  expediency , more  espe- 
cially in  a nation  whose  judicial  proceedings  have 
frequently  deserved  and  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  civilized  countries,  yet  they  know  not  eas  ily  how 
to  reconcile  on  any  other  ground  the  contradictory 
proceedings  of  the  British  admiralty  courts  during 
the  last  and  present  war. 

In  February,  1800,  there  came  on  for  final  adju 
dication  before  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  Great 
Britain,  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Laskey.  This  was 
a vessel  bound  from  Marblehead  to  Bilboa,  captured, 
and  carried  into  England,  because  she  had  on  board 
249  boxes  #f  Havanna  sugars,  and  30  hhds.  of  Car- 
raccas  cocoa,  the  produce  of  Spanish  colonies,  and 
■was  brought  to  trial,  principally  under  the  pretence 
that,  as  she  was  carrying  those  articles  to  a port  of 
Spain,  the  trade  was  in  effect  a direct  one  between 
the  colony  and  the  mother  country,  and  therefore 
illegal,  and  subjecting  the  property  to  condemna- 
tion. 

The  Polly  was  owned  by  a merchant  of  Marble- 
head, who  in  his  attestation  declared,  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  trading  both  with  old  Spain  and 
with  the  H«vnnna.  In  evidence  on  the  trial  it  ap 
peared,  that  the  Polly  on  a previous  voyage  had 
been  to  Bilboa — that  she  took  frorp  thence  bills  of 
exchange  on  the  Havanna — that  with  these  bills,  she 
in  part  paid  for  the  identical  sugars  which  were 
found  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  capture — that 
for  the  residue  of  the  purchase,  bills  were  drawn 
from  the  Havanna  on  the  house  in  Bilboa  who  did 
the  business  of  the  vessel  on  her  former  voyage — 
and  by  the  certificates  of  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Marblehead,  it  appeared  that  the  sugar  had 
been  imported  from  the  Havanna  on  bdard  the  Polly 
in  June,  and  exported  by  her  to  Bilboa  in  August — 
the  intermediate  time  being  employed  in  repairing 
the  vessel,  and  preparing  her  for  the  voyage.  It 
also  appeared  by  the  deposition  of  the  mate,  that 
the  captain  had  destroyed  some  of  his  papers. 

A case  more  pertinent  to  the  question  at  issue,  or 
more  strongly  marked,  could  scarcely  be  imagined 
by  the  strongest  powers  of  invention. 

For  the  captors,  there  appeared  the  king’s  advo- 
cate (undoubtedly  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  in  the 
nation)  and  Mr.  Arnold.  In  delivering  its  judg- 
ment, the  court  asked,  whether  it  were  contended 
thaj  ap  ^.mgrican  could  not  purchase  articles  of  this 


nature,  and  import  them  bona  fid?  to  America  o'» 
ins  own  account,  and  afterwards  export  them  ? It 
was  answered,  no — Tile  court  then  stated,  that  an 
American  has  undoubtedly  a right  to  import  the 
produce  of  the  Spanish  colonies  for  his  own  use,  and 
after  it  is  imported  bona  fide  into  his  own  country, 
he  would  be  at  liberty  to  cany  them  on  to  the  gene- 
r l commerce  of  Europe.  The  vessel  and  cargo 
were  restored  to  the  neutral  claimants. 

In  1801,  in  consequence  of  a decree  of  the  vice, 
admiralty  court  at  Nassau,  condemning  the  cargo  of 
an  American  vessel  going  from  the  United  States  to 
a port  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  with  a cargo  consist- 
ing* of  articles  the  growth  of  old  Spain — our  highly 
respectable  and  able  minister  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don immediately  addressed  lord  Hawkesbury,  his 
i jesty’s  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  remon- 
strated in  a respectful,,  but  firm  and  dignified  man- 
ner, against  this  infringement  and  violation  of  the 
rights  of  neutrals.  The  remonstrance  met  that 
prompt  attention  from  the  British  government  which 
i s merits  demanded.  The  subject  was  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  advocate  general,  who  re-*' 
parted,  that  the  sentence  of  the  vice-admiralty  cqurt 
a>  Nassau  was  founded  in  error, — that  it  was  now 
(18t)l)  distinctly  understood,  anti  iiad  been  repeat- 
edly so  decided  by  the  high  court  of  appeals,  that 
the  produce  of  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  may  be 
imported  by  a neutral  into  his  own  country,  and  may- 
be re-exported  from  thence  even  to  the  mother  coun- 
try of  such  colony ; and  in  like  manner,  the  pro- 
duce and  manufactures  of  the  mother  country,  may 
in  this  circuitous  route  legally  find  their  way  to  the 
colonies — that  a djrect  trade  li*d  not  been  recognized 
as  legal,  and  the  decision  of  what  was,  or  was  not, 
a direct  trade,  was  a question  of  some  difficulty, 
but  that  the  high  court  of  admiralty  had  expressly 
uecided,  and  the  advocate-general  saw  no  reason  to 
expect  the  court  of  appeals  would  vary  t he  rule,  that 
landing  the  goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neu- 
tral country,  breaks  the  continuity  of  the  voyage, 
and  is  such  an  importation  as  legalizes  the  trade,  al- 
though the  goods  be  i*c-sliipped  in  the  same  vessel, 
and  on  account  of  the  same  neutral  proprietors,  and 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  country. 

The  report  of  the  advocate-general  was  accepted 
by  the  British  government,  immediately  transmitted 
by  lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King ; and  by  his  majes- 
ty’s express  command,  communicated  by  the  duke 
of  Portland,  the  principal  secretary  of  sta*e,  to  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  with  the  in- 
formation, that  it  was  his  majesty’s  pleasure,  that 
the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  advocate-general’s  re- 
port, should  be  immediately  made  known  to  the  se- 
veral judges  of  the  vice-admiralty  courts,  setting 
forth  to  them  what  is  held  to  be  laiv  upon  the  sub- 
ject, by  the  superior  tribunals,  for  their  f uture  guid- 
ance and  direction. 

Thus  are  obtained  so  recently  as  within  five  years, 
the  deliberate  opinions  on  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion, of  the  most  eminent  English  civilians,  and  of 
the  high  court  of  admiralty,  corroborated  (if  one  of 
the  first  law  officers  of  the  crown  may  be  credited) 
by  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  same  court  of  ap- 
peals, which  by  its  late  and  contradictory  decree  in 
the  case  of  the  Essex,  Orne,  has  caused  so  disas- 
trous an  arrestation  and  condemnation  of  America** 
property. 

Judgments  thus  perspicuously  stated,  and  enforc- 
ed by  the  highest  authority,  it  was  fair  to  consider 
as  intended  for  a beacon,  to  direct  to  the  channel, 
through  which  neutral  commerce  might  be  prose- 
cuted with  security.  It  is  hoped  the  event  will  not 
prove,  i hey  were  a mere  ignis  fatuus  to  ensnare,  the 
innocent  and  unsuspicious. 
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At  any  rate,  whether  the  doctrine  were  sound  or 
pot,  or  whether  it  injured  Great  Britain  or  not,  it 
cannot  become  the  integrity  and  magnanimity  oi  a 
great  and  powerful  nation,  at  once,  and  without  no- 
tice, to  reverse  her  rule  of  conduct  towards  other 
states,  and  to  prey  upon  the  unprotected  property 
of  a friendly  power,  the  extension  ot  whose  com- 
merce had  bsen  invited  by  the  formal  avowal  of  her 
intentions,  and  prosecuted  under  a reliance  on  her 
good  faith,  and  from  the  confidence  reposed,  that 
her  courts— uniform  in  their  principles— would  ne- 
ver be  influenced  by  the  time-serving  politics  of  the 
moment 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  for  the 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  effect 
is  notoricrus.  From  her  recent  conduct,  great  losses 
have  been  sustained, ,/our.,  commerce  has  been  check- 
ed and  embarrassed,  and  large  quantities  of  pro- 
duce are  now  remaining  locked  up  in  this  country 
which'  were  purchased  for  foreign  markets,  because 
our  merchants  cannot  send  it  abroad,  without  taking 
risks  on  themselves  which  prudence  would  not  jus- 
tify, or  without  paying  such  rates  for  insurance  as 
the  trade  of  the  country  cannot  afford. 

Thus  circumstanced,  the  merchants  of  Boston 
have  thought  it  their  duty  respectfully  to  make 
known  their  complaints  to  the  government.  Believ- 
ing the  citizens  of  the  United  States  desirous  of 
cultivating  relations  of  amity  with  the  whole  human 
race,  and  particularly  connected  as  they  are  with 
Great  Britain,  by  habits  of  constant  intercourse  and 
by  mutual  wants,  they  cannot  but  hope,  that  like 
dispositions  are  entertained  by  the  British  nation  to- 
wards this  country,  and  if  measures  were  speedily 
taken  for  the  amicable  discussion  by  negotiation  of 
our  complaints,  that  a sense  of  her  own  interest,  and 
a respect  for  the  rights  of  others,  would  induce  her 
to  depart  from  her  present  measures,  and  to  conduct 
towards  us  with  justice  and  liberality. 

Under  this  persuasion,  and  without  meaning  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  derogate  from  the  talents  or 
attention  of  the  American  minister  at  the  court  of 
London,  the  subscribers,  with  deference  and  humili- 
ty, beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether,  when  so  impor- 
tant national  interests  are  at  stake,  a special  mission 
would  not  carry  with  it  great  influence,  and  be  very 
instrumental  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  reasona- 
ble wishes. 

In  all  events,  fully  relying  that  the  subject  of  our 
differences  with  Great  Britain  will  receive  the  due 
consideration  of  government,  and  that  such  mea- 
sures will  in  consequence  be  promptly  adopted,  as 
will  tend  to  disembarrass  our.  commerce — assert  our 
bights— AND  SUPPORT  THE  DIGNITY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Your  memorialists  have  the  honor  to  remain,  in 
behalf  of  their  constituents  and  themselves,  most 
respectfully, 

JAMES  LLOYD,  fun. 
JOHN  COFFIN  JONES, 
DAVID  GREENE, 
GEORGE  CABOT, 
ARNOLD  WELLES, 
THOMAS  M.  PERKINS, 
DAVID  SEARS. 

Attest,  Isaac  Winslow,  jun,  Sec’ry. 


Degradation  of  the  Press. 

The  following  articles,  so  completely  expose,  the 
condition  of  the  British  Press,  and  contain  so 
many  important  things,  that  are  certainly  true, 
that  we  could  not  refuse  to  record  them  for  the 
guidance  of  our  readers  on  receiving  intelligence, 
first  so  mangled  “ at  home.”  and  then,  re-clipped 


and  doubly  obscured  by  kindred  spirits  in  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

FROM  COBBETT’S  WEEKLY  RRG1STEE. 

London , September  18. 
Continental  War. — From  the  moment 
of  the  re  commencement  of  this  war,  I was 
of  opinion,  and  I expressed  that  opinion,  that 
Bonaparte  would  defeat  the  Allies ; that  he 
would  break  up  the  coalition  ; and  that  he 
would  then  dictate  terms  to  his  enemies,  My 
reasons  for  this  opinion  I have  given  at  length 
— and  I have  heard  nothing,  from  any  quar- 
ter, in  answer  to  those  reasons.  It  is  impos- 
sible, to  restrain  one’s  indignation  at  viewing 
the  endeavors  which  are  used,  by  the  press  of 
both  the  political  factions  in  this  country,  to 
prevent  the  people  from  coming  at  the  real 
truth  with  regard  to  the  prospects  in  the  war, 
and  even  with  regard  to  events  which  have 
actually  taken  place.  The  French  Bulletins, 
which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
paper,  give  a complete  history  of  the  campaign 
up  to  the  30th  Aug.  and  from  these  bulletins 
it  appears,  that  the  Allied  army,  commanded 
by  the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria  and 
the  King  of  Prussia,  had  been  defeated  by  the 
French  army  under  Bonaparte.,  with  the  loss 
of  sixty  thousand  men,  sixty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  forty  stand  of  colors.  Is  there  any  one  in 
his  senses  who  doubts  of  the  truth  of  this 
statement?  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
such  person  in  England,  if  he  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  compare  the  statements  of  the  French 
Bulletins  with  the  facts  as  they  have  after- 
wards proved  to  be.  Indeed,  none  but  those 
whose  wish,  and,  indeed,  whose  business  it  is,  to 
deceive  the  people,  can  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this 
statement  on  the  part  of  the  French.  If  the 
statement  be  true,  it  appears  to  me,  that  very 
little  further  resistance  will  be  made,  by  the 
Austrians,  at  least.  They  have  received  such 
a blow  at  the  outset. as  to  sicken  them.  There 
will,  doubtless,  be  more  battles  fought ; and, 
it  will  be  hard,  indeed,  if  our  new  friends, 
Bernadette  and  Moreau,  do  not  give  us  some 
little  proof  of  their  skill  and  courage;  but  I 
really  do  not  expect  that  we  shall  hear  of  the 
grand  French  army  meeting  with  a serious 
repulse,  I expect  to  hear,  that  that  army 
has  been,  with  very  few  exceptions,  as  rapid 
hi  gaining  victories,  as  during  any  former 
campaign.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  right  to 
notice  (though,  perhaps  it  may  produce  no 
good  effect)  the  frauds  which  have  been  prac- 
tised in  England,  with  a view  of  deceiving  the 
people  with  regard  to  these  important  events. 
During  the  former  part  of  the  last  week,  it 
was  stated  in  the  London  newspapers,  that 
Bernaclotte  had  attacked  the  French  army, 
had  gained  a great  victory  over  it,  and  had 
killed  one  French  Marshal,  and  mortally 
wounded  another.  This  lie  served  to  feed  the 
[thinking  people  of  England  for  three  days. — 

I At  the  end  of  that  time  the  French  papers  had 
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tiome  to  hand,  and  had  discovered,  not  only 
that  Bernadette  had  gained  no  victory  at  all, 
and  had  merely  been  able  to  stand  his  ground 
for  a little  while,  in  the  face  of  a mere  detach- 
ment from  the  French  army ; but  these  pa- 
pers also  informed  us  that  the  Allies  had  been 
defeated  by  the  French,  in  the  manner  above 
stated.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  contriv- 
ed to  keep  this  latter  fact  from  the  public  for 
three  days,  is  very  curious,  and  deserving  of 
a particular  account  put  upon  record.  There 
is  nothing  in  which  the  people  are  more  inte- 
rested than  in  the  means  that  are  thus  made 
use  of  deceive  them.  They  are  constantly 
told  of  the  deceptions  practised  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  France.  They  are  bidden  to  be  proud 
of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  which  exists  in 
their  own  country  ; they  arc  bidden  to  com- 
pare the  political  sunshine  in  which  they  live, 
with  the  darkness  in  which  the  people  of 
France  are  kept.  And,  yet  they  are  at  the 
same  time  the  most  completely  duped  of  any 
nation  that  ever  existed  in  this  world.  Not 
to  suffer  men  to  print  at  all  upon  the  subject 
of  politics  and  political  news  ; this  is  not  the 
way  to  deceive  the  people ; this  is  not  the  way 
effectually  to  keep  them  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
truth.  The  way  to  effect  this  purpose  is  to 
have  a press,  which  the  people  shall  regard  as 
being  free,  and  which,  from  the  workings  of 
various  unseen  wheels,  from  an  influence  flow- 
ing through  numerous  obscure  and  intricate 
channels,  shall  convey  to  the  people  falsehood 
instead  of  truth.  He  who  knows  nothing  of 
any  event  that  takes  place,  is  in  a better  situ- 
ation, in  point  of  knowledge,  than  he  who  be- 
lieves that  which  is  false  with  respect  to  the 
events  which  take  place.  No  knowledge  at 
all.  is  better  than  a belief  that  you  know  facts, 
of  which  you  really  know  only  the  contrary. 
The  man  who  has  lost  a horse,  which  has 
been  stolen,  and  taken  towards  the  East,  is  in 
a worse  situation, from  believing  that  the  horse 
is  gone  towards  the  West,  than  lie  would  be 
in,  if  wholly  at  a loss  to  guess  which  way  his 
horse  was  gone.  To  leave  hounds  at  a fault, 
is  much  better  than  to  call  them  off  and  put 
them  upon  a wrong  scent.  These  are  almost 
self-evident  propositions;  and  upon  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  these  propositions  proceed,  we 
may,  I think,  safely  affirm,  that  it  would  be 
better  for  a nation  to  have  no  press  at  all,  than 
a press  which  feeds  it  with  falsehoods.  A 
press  which  has  no  pretensions  to  freedom  ; a 
press  like  that  of  France, which  is  well  known 
— which  is  openly  avowed,  to  be  under  the 
previous  inspection  of  the  government  ; a 
press,  like  the  press  in  India,  which  can  send 
forth  nothing  which  has  not  first  received  the 
approbation  of  some  officer  under  the  govern- 
ment, who,  sometimes,  crosses  out  advertise- 
ments, if  they  relate  to  publications  which  he 
disapproves : I say,  that  a press  like  this  is 
jess  mischievous,  because  less  calculated  to 


deceive,  than  a press  which  the  people  believe 
to  be  free,  but  which  is.  in  fact,  under  the  con- 
trol of  those,  who  find  it  their  interest,  ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  a hundred,  to  publish  false- 
hood and  not  truth.  Such  a press  as  this  is 
the  grand  instrument  of  deception,  of  delusion, 
of  producing  in  a nation  a total  perversion  of 
the  mind : and  such  a press  now  exists  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  people  of  France  read  the  newspapers 
as  publications  made  by  the  government,  and, 
of  course,  they  believe  no  more  of  them  than 
they  see  supported  by  real  acts  and  occuri  cn- 
ees. They  judge  from  the  evidence  of  their 
senses;  and,  accordingly,  theyaie  not  deceiv- 
ed. But  the  people  in  England, looking  upon 
every  editor  of  a newspaper  as  being  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  say  what  he  thinks,  and  more 
especially  to  publish  true  accounts  of  what  is 
passing  in  the  world;  and  the  said  people,  not 
being  able  to  get  behind  the  curtain,  to  see 
the  reason  why  editors  of  papers  should  pre 
fer  falsehood  to  truth,  naturally  believe  all 
that  they  read;  and  therefore,  they  are,  as  to 
political  events,  the  most  deceived  people  in 
the  world.  There  are  certain  documents, 
however,  which,  though  calculated  to  circu- 
late disagreeable  truths,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  suppress ; because,  through  some  chan- 
nel or  other,  such  documents,  like  the  famous 
‘ Book,’  would  find  their  way  into  print ; and 
this  would  totally  blast  the  reputation  of  those 
newspapers,  whose  business  it  is,  not  only  to 
promulgate  falsehoods, but  to  cause  them  to  be 
regarded  as  truths.  The  way  they  go  to 
work,  therefore,  when  they  get  hold  of  one  of 
these  documents,  is,  to  keep  it  back,  in  the 
first  place,  as  long  as  they  can ; but  this  can- 
not be  done  for  any  considerable  length  of 
time.  Seldom  for  more  than  forty-eight 
hours.  During  this  interval,  they  go  to  wo?  k 
with  both  hands,  to  weaken  the  effect  of  the 
document  upon  the  public  mind.  With  one 
hand  they  make  a sort  of  summary  of  the 
contents  of  the  document,  in  which  summary 
they  contrive  to  break  down  the  document  to 
about  one-half  of  its  real  force.  To  this  sum- 
mary they  subjoin  a commentary  of  their  own 
— in  which  they  endeavor  to  show,  that  the 
facts  related  in  the  document  cannot  be  true  ; 
or,  if  true  in  part,  only  to  a trilling  extent  — 
.At  the  same  time,  with  the  other  hand,  they 
introduce  some  piece  of  intelligence  of  a very 
favorable  nature.  This  is,  in  general,  intelli- 
gence wholly  invented  for  ti  c purpose. — — 
Hatched,  as  the  saying.  It  usually  makes  hs 
appearance  under  the  head  of  SECOND 
EDITION,”  printed  in  enoimously  large 
letters,  and  gives  an  account  of  scire  very  sig- 
nal victory  on  our  side.  The  union  of  the*e 
two  tricks  weakens  the  effect  of  the  adverse 
intelligent  e at  its  first  going  forth.  The  no  t 
day  nothing  is  said  of  the  good  news  announ- 
ced in  the  second  edit: op  the  cay  befoie.  If 


passes,  of  course  uncontradicted,  is  believed 
by  a vast  majority  of  the  people;  and  becomes 
recorded  in  their  minds  as  true.  The  writers 
of  these  newspapers ; the  literary  impostors 
who  play  these  tricks,  know  very  well,  that 
the  weli-informed  part  of  the  community  re- 
gard them  as  most  impudent  and  profligate 
scoundrels ; but  they  also  know,  that  ninety- 
nine  persons  out  of  a hundred,  are  not  well 
informed,  and  to  a great  part  of  the  remain- 
der they  know  that  falsehood,  even  glaring 
falsehood,  in  the  shape  or  good  news,  is  more 
pleasing  than  truth,  in  the  shape  of  bad  news: 
and  with  this  knowledge  in  their  minds,  they( 
pocket  the  profit  of  their  impudence,  and 
laugh  at  the  contempt  of  the  sensible  few.  If 
I want  any  thing  to  convince  me  of  the  vast 
importance  of  the  repeated  victories  of  .Napo- 
leon, I should  find  it  at  once  in  the  tricks  of 
these  men  in  announcing  to  the  people  the 
account  of  those  victories. — - — The  London 
press  was  in  possession  of  the  French  bulle- 
tins on  Thursday,  the  9th  inst.  It  took  very 
good  care  not  to  publish  them  t:il  Saturday, 
the  1 1th  inst.  In  the  mean  while  it  was  at 
work  in  the  manner  before  described  ; and  I 
appeal  to  every  reader  who  lives  in  a country 
town,  whether  he  did  not  believe,  during  the 
whole  of  Friday  and  Saturday  last,  that  the 
french  army  had  been  defeated  by  the  allies  ? 
Such,  I will  venture  to  say,  was  the  general 
belief  through  tlie  whole  kingdom.  At  last, 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  French  bulletins 
themselves  reached  the  people  in  the  country, 
at  this  distance  from  London.  But,  good  use 
had  been  made  of  the  lapse  of  time;  for  there 
were  not  only  commentaries,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  show  that  the  French  bulletins 
could  not  be  true  ; but  there  were  victories 
hatched  for  Bernadotte,  and  bulletins  hatch- 
ed in  his  name,  announcing  such  victories, 
which  appear  to  have  been  wholly  invented 
for  the  occasion  ; it  being  manifest  that  in  the 
slight  affair  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  gain- 
ed no  victory  at  all.  The  typographical  trick 
played  off  upon  this  occasion,  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice. The  whole  mass  of  intelligence  had  for 
title  these  words:  “ Victory  gained  by  the 
Crown  Prince — Great  battle  near  Dresden .” 
Only  observe  this  trick  ! it  was  a victory 
gained  by  the  Crown  Prince  ; but,  it  was  only 
a great  battle  near  Dresden, though  the  impos- 
tor well  knew,  that  in  half  a minute  from  the 
reading  of  the  title,  every  one  must  see  that 
this  great  battle  ended  in  a most  tremendous 

victory  gained  by  the  emperor  Napoleon. 

But  half  a minute  was  something!  Half  a 
minute  was  a great  deal  as  to  the  intelligent 
reader  ; and,  as  to  the  mass  of  readers,  they 
would  take  care  (most  thinking  people  as  they 
are)  to  carry  the  title  full  in  their  minds  while 
reading  the  whole  of  the  intelligence.  And 
yet,  with  these  tricks  daily  under  our  eyes  ; 
with  these  at  once  impudent  and  sorry  tricks 


ring  us  in  the  face,  and  with  the 
success  of  the^e  impostors  well  known  to  us 
all,  we  have  the  shamelessness  to  pretend, that 
the  people  of  France  are  less  fairly  dealt  with 
than  the  people  of  England,  with  regard  to 
political  intelligence  ! If  I may  be  permitted 
to  step  aside  for  a moment,  1 will  avail  my- 
self  of  it  to  observe,  that  in  private  concern# 
as  well  as  public  concerns,  the  English  press 
is  a base  and  mischievous  deceiver  There  are 
hundreds  of  men,  who,  w ithout  any  fair  pre- 
tensions to  public  esteem  or  admiration,  have 
gained  great  celebrity — have  become  person# 
of  great  public  consideration,  and  have  even 
pocketed  the  profits  of  their  reputation,  in 
consequence  of  nothing  but  the  judicious  em- 
ployment of  their  moneys with  those  who  have 
the  press  in  their  hands.  I have  in  my  eye  a 
man  who,  without  one  grain  of  talent,  without 
one  sentiment  of  honor,  performing  for  years 
functions  very  little  above  those  of  a mere 
pimp,  was  regarded  by  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  as  the  man  above  all  other# 
distinguished  for  refinement  in  all  thp  notions 
of  the  higher  order.  A creature  more  com- 
pletely devoid  of  real  honesty,  more  puffed 


put  before  his  name,  does  not,  perhaps,  exist 
in  the  whole  world ; and  yet,  through  the 
means  of  this  detestable  press,  he  was  through-’ 
out  the  kingdom,  regarded  as  the  profoundest 
of  statesmen,  and  as  the  very  pink  of  honor, 
it  would  be  a curious  thing  to  ascertain  what 
is  the  actual  amount  of  the  money  received  at 
the  different  newspaper  offices  in  payment  of 
of  the  praises  they  bestow  upon  individuals, 
or  the  inventions  or  property  o.  individuals, 
I do  not  mean  what  they  receive  for  those 
honest  puffs  which  the  lottery  proprietors  or 
the  venders  of  medicines  put  in  the  newspa- 
pers. There  is  nothing  unfair  in  these ; they 
are  avowedly  puffs:  but  what  I complain  of, 
are  those  paragraphs,  which  appear  as  if  w7ritp 
ten  by  the  editor  himself,  and  which  begin 
with  a “ We:’’  when,  perhaps,  hg  has  never 
read  them,  or  even  seen  them,  they  having 
been  received  at  the  office  by  the  clerk,  w7ho„ 
upon  being  paid  the  price  of  them,  according 
to  their  length,  has  sent  them  up  stairs  to  the 
printer  for  insertion.  This  praise,  as  well  of 
• he  dead  as  of  the  living,  is  actually  to  be 
bought  in  London  by  measure  ; as  one  buys 
woollens  and  linens.  The  clerk  to  a newspa- 
per office  has  a guage , by  which  he  will  tell 
in  a moment,  the  stated  price  of  any  article 
that  you  present  to  him.  There  are,  indeed, 
certain  cases,  where  the  quality , as  well  as  the 
quantity,  is  taken  into  view7.  For  instance, 
if  the  party  praised  be  notorious  and  even  pro- 
verbial for  every  species  of  villainy,  the  price 
is  high  to  obtain  the  praise  of  being  possessed 
of  every  virtue,  It  w7ould  have  cost  Nichol* 
son,  who  seems  to  have  been  a murderer  by 
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instinct,  many  hundred  pounds,  if  he  had  had 
them,  to  obtain  any  tiling  like  a decent  apolo- 
gy for  his  conduct;  and,  perhaps,  it  did  not 
cost  a trifle  to  attribute  to  motives  of  wonder- 
ful delicacy,  Goldsmith’s  blowing  of  his  own 
brains  out,  and  to  make  it  appear  that  his 
corpse,  in  place  of  being  buried  in  a cross  road, 
was  hardly  sufficiently  honored  by  being  de- 
posited in  the  earth  amidst  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  full  congregation  of  the  children 
of  Israel.  And  we  are  the  people,  are  we, 
who  have  the  effrontery  to  point  the  linger  of 
scorn  at  the  French  people  on  account  of  their 
being  kept  in  darkness  by  the  press ! To  re- 
turn to  our  subject — it  appears  that  Moreau 
lias  made  his  exit  from  this  nether  world. — 
The  Courier  newspaper  seems  to  lament  this 
exceedingly,  and  so  do  I too:  for  I should  like 
to  have  seen  him  live  out  the  campaign,  in  or- 
der that  the  world  might  see  how  many  sol- 
diers of  the  French  army  would  have  gone 
over  to  him.  The  French  newspapers  speak 
the  voice  of  the  government,  or,  they  speak 
not  at  all.  But  all  the  papers,  except  the  offi- 
cial paper,  may  keep  silence  if  they  please. — 
They  are  at  liberty  to  refrain  from  speaking; 
and  therefore,  I look  upon  the  following  arti- 
cle, which  is  taken  from  a French  newspaper, 
as  expressing  pretty  fairly  the  sentiments 
which  the  people  of  France  entertain  with  re- 
gard to  the  conduct  of  Moreau. 

“Pam,  September  5. — The  ex-general  Moreau 
arrived  at  Prague  on  the  20th  August.  Some  people 
appeared  to  doubt  his  arrival  on  the  continent,  and 
his  connexions  with  the  enemies  of  his  country. 
There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  on  this  subject. 
This  ex-general,  who  has  for  a long  time  resided  in 
America,  has,  without  doubt,  heard  talk  of  general 
Arnold,  so  celebrated  in  the  American  revolutionary 
war,  and  who,  after  having  gloriously  fought  in  the 
ranks  of  his  countrymen,  conspired  against  the  go- 
vernment of  his  country.  The  conspiracy  being  dis- 
covered, the  traitor  offered  his  services  to. the  Eng- 
lish, who  made  use  of  him,  by  despising  and  con- 
demning him  to  inaction  and  oblivion.  The  name  of 
Arnold,  dishonored  in  history,  is  never  mentioned  in 
America,  without  being  accompanied  by  some  dis- 
graceful epithet,  and  children  even  only  pronounce 
it  with  execration.  Why  did  not  such  an  example 
deter  the  ex-general  Moreau  ? But  he  chose  rather 
to  throw  off' the  mask,  and  by  new  steps  justify  the 
opinion  of  all  intelligent  men,  whom  his  hypocrisy 
had  not  been  able  to  deceive.  There  he  then  has 
joined  the  Russians  and  Prussians  ! This  intelli- 
gence has  dissipated  all  illusions  respecting  him. 
Public  indignation  is  pronounced  against  him  ; it 
will  pursue  him  to  the  tomb,  and  deliver  up  his 
name  to  the  justice  of  posterity.  In  all  times,  in  all 
countries,  the  man  who  joined  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  lost  all  his  titles  to  consideration,  and  did 
not  even  fail  to  excite  contempt  in  those  who  profited 
by  his  treason.  On  this  head,  the  sublime  words  of 
that  model  for  French  warriors, the  chevalier  Bayard, 
are  known.  He  was  mortally  wounded  fighting 
against  the  imperials,  at  whose  head  was  found  the 
constable  Bourbon,  who  had  basely  sold  himself  to 
the  enemies  of  France.  The  traitor  arrived  near 
Bayard,  and  seeing  him  ready  to  expire,  could  not 
restrain  his  tears — “Do  not  weep  for  me”  said  the 
chevalier,  without  fear  and  .'without  reproach , indig- 


nantly to  him,  “weep  for  yourself  for  having  be- 
trayed your  country  and  your  oath  ” 

Those,  I take  it,  are  the  real  sentiments,  of 
the  great  body  of  the  French  people.  They 
are  not  the  sentiments  of  our  newswriter s, 
who,  while  they  commend  the  ripping  out  cf 
the  quivering  bowels  of  Englishmen  found 
lighting  against  England,  bestow  the  boldest 
praises  on  a Frenchman,  who,  after  having 
been  raised  from  poverty  to  riches  in  the  ar- 
mies of  France,  comes  from  America  to  Eu- 
rope to  volunteer  Ins  services  in  the  armies  of 
her  enemies.  These ‘gentlemen  have  surely 
never  read  the  holy  scriptures,  which  express- 
ly forbids  the  using  of  tuo  weights  end  tuo 
measures.  No,  these  gentlemen  never  read 
the  scriptures,  or  they  would  remember  that 
men  are  to.  be  judged  by  the  rules  and  max- 
ims by  which  they  judge  others  ; end,  if  it  he 
a crime  worthy  of  the  most  terrible  of  deal!?* 
in  an  Englishman  to  fight  against  England, by 
what  logic  do  they  think  the  world  is  to  be 
convinced  that  it  is  a meritorious  act  : nay,- 
even  an  act  of  patriotism  in  a Frenchman  to 
fight  against  France  ? They  wiii  say,  perhaps, 
that  Moreau  cloes  not  like  the  government  of 
France,  and  that  be  thinks  that  the  man  at 
the  head  of  that  government  ought  to  be  put 
down.  In  short,  that  it  is  not  France  that 
Moreau  is  fighting  against,  but  against  Bona- 
parte. Indeed!  and  do  you  think  that  an  Eng- 
lishman, found  fighting  against  England, would 
not  be  able  to  make  the  same  sort  of  apology 
for  his  conduct?  I will  warrant  it,  that  there  is 
no  man,  amongst  all  those  that  have  been  exe- 
cuted by  us  for  this  crime,  who  would  not  have 
saved  his  life,  if  it  could  have  been  saved  uj*on 
a similar  plea.  Decency,  one  would  think, 
common  decency  would  be  sufficient,  if  we 
h ad  any  sense  of  it,  to  restrain  us  from  praising 
this  man’s  conduct ; but  if  we  are  r.ot  to  be 
restrained  by  that  sort  of  feeling,  surely  we 
ought  by  a reflection  cn  the  danger,  which 
such  an  example  might  possibly  have  upon  our 
soldiers  and  sailors. 

WILLIAM  COBBETT. 
Botley,  14th  Sept.  1813. 

The  following  extract  from  the  London  Monthly  Ma- 
gazine, a work  of  the  highest  reputation^  ffor  June 
last J finishes  the  picture  that  Cobbctt  has  drawn  of 
the  British  Phess  : 

“ YV : have,  (luring  successive  months,  warned  our 
readers  against  the  mischievous  political  delusions 
spread  with  apparent  system  by  most  of  the  London 
newspapers.  A ll  the  benefits  of  a free  press  seemed 
suddenly  to  be  lost  to  the  free  pople  of  Engla  nd ; 
and  the  “ Cossack  Hurrah ” appeared  to  1 ive  bent 
the  minds  of  Englishmen  to  a yoke  of  mental  vassal- 
age, almost  as  degrading  as  that  of  the  wretched 
Siberians.  We  do  not  affect  to  trace  so  disgraceful 
a change  to  its  sources,  because  they  are  probably 
so  complicated  as  to  evade  our  analysis  ; but  we 
will  state  some  facts  relative  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  London  press  which  ought  to  be  made 
known  through  an  independent  channel,  and  leave  it 
to  our  readers  tQ  draw  inferences  and  connect  cad- 
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6es  with  effects.  It  seems  that  owing1  to  the  re-action 
of  political  animosity,  the  intercourse  with  the  con- 
tinent became  a few  years  since  so  uncertain  and 
dangerous,  that  the  newspapers  found  it  difficult, 
and  always  very  costly  to  procure  foreign  intelli- 
gence. As  high  a sum  as  5ul.  or  even  6.1.  was  fre- 
quently paid  by  a single  paper,  or  by  a union  of  two 
or  three  papers,  for  any  series  of  new  foreign  ga- 
zettes. There  seemed  in  fact  to  be  no  limits  to  the 
competition  that  might  be  excited  among  the  rival 
papers,  nor  to  the  cupidity  of  masters  of  vessels,  who 
smuggled  the  documents  from  shore  to  shore.  At 
length,  as  a measure  of  self-defence,  the  proprietors 
united  in  an  arrangement  vyitli  the  Post  offices,  thro’ 
which,  in  future,  they  were  to  be  supplied  simulta- 
neously with  the  same  extracts  from  the  French 
papers. 

The  terms  were  to  be  84  guineas  per  week,  that  is, 
42  guineas  from  six  morning  papers,  and  the  same 
sum  from  as  many  evening  papers  as  could  be  induc- 
ed to  unite  in  the  subscription.  The  latter  could 
not  agree  in  the  arrangement  and  two  of  these  pa- 
pers alone  shared  the  expense  for  a considerable 
time.  At  length  these  abandoned  it  also,  and  the  84- 
guineas  are  now  paid  by  six  morning  papers,  at  the 
rate  of  14  guineas  each  per  week,  or  12  guineas  per 
day,  because  the  Moniteur  is  published  every  day 
without  intermission.  None  of  the  editors  there- 
fore see  the  foreign  papers  from  -which  they  pub- 
lish their  extracts,  and  we  are  told  the  inspection  of 
them  has  been  denied  - when  desired  on  particular  occa- 
sions,. In  stating-  these  facts,  however,  we  blame  no 
die  for  making,  imposing  or  submitting  to  arrange- 
ments which  under  all  the  circumstances  might  be 
unavoidable.  Our  sole  object  is  simply  to  enable 
the  public  correctly  to  estimate  and  qualify  the  cre- 
dit which  is  due  to  foreign  intelligence  so  selected, 
and  fully  to  understand  the  present  mode  in  which 
it  is  brought  before  them.  The  selectors  and  trans- 
lators may  do  impartial  justice : but  in  all  questions 
in  which  truth  is  to  be  separated  from  falsehood, 
we  like  to  take  as  little  as  possible  on  trust ; and  in 
politics,  like  commerce,  the  best  security  of  the 
public  is  the  free  competition  of  candidates  for  pub- 
lic favor,  and  the  best  data  on  which  to  form  judg- 
ments are  those  which  arise  out  of  the  collision  of 
opposing  interests  and  opinions.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  lakes. — T\Ve  are  daily  becoming  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  many  interesting  particulars  that  belong 
to  these  insland  seas.  The  winds  upon  them  appear 
much  more  uncertain  than  they  are  on  the  ocean  ; 
and  they  are  also  more  subject  to  storms.  The  U. 
S.  schooner  Cldppeway , sailed  from  Put-in- Bay  for 
Malden , on  the  10th  ult. — within  a few  miles  of  'De- 
troit river  she  parted  with  her  anchor  and  was  driven, 
with  great  impetuosity  and  danger  down  to  the  low- 
er end  of  the  lake,  under  her  bare  poles,  near  Buf- 
falo, where  she  beached.  The  crew  and  passengers 
were  all  saved  but  one,  who  left  the  vessel  and  at- 
tempted to  make  the  shore  on  an  oar ; and  a consi- 
derable quantity  of  baggage  was  lost,  but  the  schoo- 
ner was  got  off  without  much  damage.  All  the  rest 
ot  our  vessels  were  in  safe  harbor.  The  lake  rose 
nea:ay  eight  feet.  The  Buffalo  paper  says  that  while 
the  sierra  raged  many  -water  spouts  were  observed  on 
the  lake,  “one.  of  which  was  very  large,  and  the 
others  smaller.  The  first  appearance  was  like  a whirl- 
wind oil  tile  water,  which  raised  a spray  of  a large 
diameter  to  a considerable  distance  in  the  air,  from 
the  top  of  which  was  seen  to  rise  a column  of  water 
increasing  in  size  uutijit  was  lost  among  til?  cjouds.” 


A good  appointment. — Certain  persons  of  Philadel- 
phia, associating  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  our 
late  victories,  held  their  meeting  at  the  sign  of  the 
“ Lion  turned  upside  down.” 

“Aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  /” — It  is  stated  in 
the  Albany  Argus,  that  a suit  of  superfine  Berkshire 
(Ms.)  doth,  has  been  sent  as  a present  o the  Prince 
R gent  of  England.  It  is  thought  it  may  prove  a good 
negociator. 

Facts  are  developing  themselves  to  shew  that  the 
Spaniards  at  Pensacola  are  deeply  engaged  in  tin* 
late  proceedings  of  the  Creeks. 

One  of  the  passengers  in  the  ship  Erie,  reports, 
that  he  understood  that  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard 
had  left  St.  Petersburg,- the  latter  end  of  August, 
without  effecting  any  thing.  It  is  further  said,  that 
they  had  not  been  received  at  that  court  by  any  one, 
as  official  characters -which  -we  do  not  believe. 

A letter  to  the  editor  from  Chilicothe,  states  it  as. 
a thing  believed,  that  Brig.  gen.  Tecumsch  was  killed 
in  the  fight  on  the  Thames. 

The  ’76  association  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  have  voted 
a sword  to  their  “absent  member”  lieutenant  John 
J.  Ed-war ds,  of  the  Niagara. 

A piece  of  plate  to  the  value  of  $400  has  been 
voted  to  commodore  Perry,  by  the  citizens  of  New- 
port, R.  I. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  common  council  of 
JVew-York , a motion  was  made  to  present  major- 
general  Harrison  with  a sword  and  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  as  the  like  had  been  bestowed  on  Decatur, 
Perry,  &c.  But  the  motion  was  negatived.  Ayes  5, 
noes  12. 

The  prisoners  taken  by  Perry  have  arrived  at 
Chilicothe.  Those  made  by  Harrison  are  expected. 
Huts  have  been  erected  for  their  accommodation. 

The  Kentucky  volunteers  under  governor  Shelby, 
as  well  as  Johnson's  regiment,  have  been  discharged, 
and  are  on  their  way  home.  Colonel  Johnson,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  is  in  a fair  way  to  recover  his  many 
honorable  wounds. 

Steel’s  list,  for  Sept.  1813,  places  on  the  Halifax, 
Newfoundland,  &c.  stations,  71  vessels,  viz.  11  of 
the  line,  1 of  50  guns,  21  frigates,  15  sloops,  15 
brigs,  2 cutters,  and  6 schrs.  In  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  passage,  68  vessels,  viz.  6 of  the  line,  3 
from  44  to  50  guns,  17  frigates,  16  sloops,  19  brigs, 
3 cutters,  and  4 schrs.  On  the  coast  of  Africa,*  4 
sail,  3 sloops  and  1 brig.  South  America,  28- sail, 
viz.  4 of  the  line,  3 from  44  to  50,  11  frigate's,  3 
sloops,  6 brigs  and  1 cutter,  'total  at  sea — 583  ves- 
sels, of  which  98  are  of  the  line,  14  from  44  to  50 
guns,  125  frigates.  See. 

Ear!  Stanhope  has  formed  a plan  to  counteract  the 
American  torpedoes — 250  seamen  are ’coming  from 
England  toman  the  fleet  on  lake  Ontario,  also  1200 
troops  for  Canada,  with  some  reinforcements  for 
Bermuda  and  the  West  Indies.  One  of  the  74’s  that 
went  to  fight  the  frigate  President,  in  the  northern 
seas,  has  returned  to  England,  as  well  as  she  went 
forth,  tear  and  wear  only  excepted.  Nine  of  the  late 
crew  of  the  Argus  have  been  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  prisoners  on  suspicion  of  being  British,  sub- 
jects. The  Erie  brought  despatches  for  government- 
In  a late  fleet  that  arrived  in  England  from  China 
and  India  were  $1,000,000.  The  Madagascar  frigate 
with  her  guard,  the  Centaur,  of  74,  has  arrived  in 
England,  after  four  months  cruize,  without  taking 
one  prize,  though  they  chased  a schooner.  Among  the 
rarities  in  the  London  papers,  are  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  the  Macedonian  frigate,  at  sea,  and  dJsn, 
of  the  destruction  of  our  squadron  in  J\'e~w~  London. 

• Loxnox,  Aug.  24. — On  Friday  sen’night,  a court 
martial  was  held  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship  Gladia- 
tor, rear  admipal  Foote,  president,  on  Thomas  Ma- 
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wat,  seaman,  belonging  to  Ills  majesty’s  ship  Gar- 
land, for  desertion,  and  for  being  found  on  board. the 
American  brig  of  war  Vixen.  The  court  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  chargee.vas  proved;  but  in  consequence 
of  circumstances,  did  adjudge  him  to  receive  three 
hundred  ladies  through  the  licet,  to  forfeit  all  his 
\vages,  and  to  solitary  confinement  in  the  Marshalsea 
♦br  12  calender  mouths. 

The  French  naval  force  in  the  Toxcl  is  very  con- 
siderable, several  vessels  are  apparently  ready  for 
sea.  Much  vigilance  is  used  to  prevent  communica- 
tion with  the  British  ships  on  the  coast.  The  fish- 
ing boats  that  come  out  being  escorted  by  gun  ves- 
sels, to  keep  ofiT  the  English  barges. 

It  is  variously  reported  that  4 ships  of  the  line  and 
3 frigates,  were  about  to  leave  France  for  New- York. 
The  news  comes  through  the  English  papers ; which 
Further  sav  that  out  of  the  many  prizes  lately  sent 
in,  the  French  had  got  157  volunteers  to  proceed  in 
tiie  frigates  for  the  United  States. 

The  d shing  expeditions  of  our  privateers  have 
given  new  spirit  to  the  French,  who  have  latterly 
made  many  valuable  prizes  in  the  British  channel. 

liy  IH  It  tarn.  Henry  Harrison,  major-general  in  the  army  of  the 

United  States,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  8th  Military 

District , A PROCLAMATION. 

The  enemy  having been  driven  from  tiie  territory  of  Michigan, 
ami  a part  of  the  army  under  my  command  having:  taken  possesdou 
itf  it,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  civil  government  ot  the  terri- 
tory -shon id  here-established,  and  the  former  officers  renew  the  exer- 
cise of  their  authority;  I have  therefore  thought  proper  to  proclaim, 
Chat  all  appointments  and  commissions  which  have  been  derived 
from  British  officers,  are  at  an  end;  that  the  citizens  ot  the  territo- 
ry are  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  enjoyed 
previously  to  the  capitulation  made  by  general  Hull  on  the  15th  of 
August  1812.  Under  the  present  circumstances, and  until  the  will 
of  the  government  be  known,  I have  thought  proper  to  direct  that 
sill  persons  having  Civil  offices  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  at  the 
period  of  the  capitulation  of  D.  troit,  resume  the  exercise  ot  the 
powers  appertaining  to  their  offices  respectively.  In  the  present 
dispersed  statemf  its  population,  many  officers  are,  doubtless,  ab- 
sent. In  all  cases  thus  situated,  the  last  incumbent  who  resigned 
the  office,  will  resume  the  exercise  of  its  duties.  The  laws  in 
force  at  the  period  above  mentioned,  will  be  re-established  and  con- 
tinue in  force  until  repealed  hy  the  proper  authority. 

Given  at  Head-quarters,  the  29th  day  of  September,  1813. 

WM.  II.  HARRISON. 


believe,  of  brig.  gen.  C'ass.  Captain  Barclay,  lute 
commander  of  the  late  British  fleet  on  Erie,  accom- 
panied Harrison  and  Perry , and  it  is  thought  will 
recover  of  his  wounds. 

From  St.  Lonis  we  have  satisfactory  accounts  of 
the  measures  that  have  been  taken  to  meet  and 
punish  tiie  Indians  in  that  quarter.  But,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  Harrison's  victory  has  given  peace  to  all 
the  western  country.  The  news  of  it  will  fly  like 
wild  fire  among  tiie  savage  tribes,  and  point  out  the 
necessity  of  submission. 

A letter  from  Pass  Christian,  dated  September  17, 
states  that  information  had  been  received  there  of 
the  arrival  of  a British  vessel  at  Pensacola,  having 
on  hoard  a large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  two 
Seminole  Indians,  who  have  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
generals  in  the  British  service. 

Tiie  following  is  given  as  a return  of  the  volun- 
teers and  militia  that  have  marched  from  Kentucky % 
since  the  declaration  of  war. 

TO  THE  NORTH-WEST. 

Avgust,  1812.— Commanded  by  gen.  Payne  and  col.  Wells,  2,500 
Commanded  by  colonels  Poague,  Jennings 

and  ltarbee,  1,800 

September.  Commanded  by  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  500 
TO  THE  WEST. 

Commanded  !>v  genera!  Hopkins,  5,000 

TO  THE  NORTH-WEST. 

March,  1S13. — Commanded  by  general  Clav.  1.500 

April.  Commanded  by  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  1,200 

July.  Commanded  by  colonel  Owens,  600 

September.  Commanded  hy  governor  Shelby,  4,000 

Commanded  by  captain  Butler,'  75 

17,175 

In  addition  to  this  list  there  were  about  two  hundred  men 
marched  from  this  state  by  captains  Hopkins,  Graham  and  Price, 
which  brings  the  number  up  to  seventeen  thousand  three  hundn  d 
and  seventy-five.  We  cannot  say  that  this  statement  is  precisely 
correct.  It  may  not  be  enough,  or  it  may  be  too  much  by  a few 
hundred.  [ Hen.  Gaz. 

It  is  stated  that  muj.  gem  Proctor  reached  the  Bri- 
tish at  Burlington  Heights  with  only  17  men.  The 
following  “official”*  account  of  his  expulsion  from 
the  upper  province  lias  been  published  by  the  enemy. 

Montreal,  Oct.  18. 


By  the  General, 

john  o’fallan,  aid-de-camp. 

MILITARY. 

Hampton's  army,  at  our  iast  accounts,  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  Carlorj  Rapids, 
15  miles  this  side  of  Montreal , and  four  miles  from 
the  British  army  under  governor  Prevost , said  to 
consist  of  5000  men,  regulars  and  militia.  Hampton 
was  supposed  to  be  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Wil- 
kinson, who  was  reported  at  Ogclensburg  on  the  22nd 
ftr  23d  inst.  going  down  with  about  500  battcaux. — 
The  inhabitants  of  Montreal  are  said  to  be  moving 
their  valuable  effects  to  Quebec.  If  these  reports  be 
true,  and  we  think  they  may  be  relied  upon,  Kings- 
ton will  be  left  for  an  after  business,  or  to  fall  of  itself, 
the  resources  being  cut  off. 

Maj.  gen.  Dearborn  has  arrived  at  New- York. 

Maj.  gen.  Harrison  and  Ids  suit,  with  com.  Pern/, 
arrived  at  Erie,  in  the  Ariel,  from  Detroit,  on  the  22(1 
ult.  and  were  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  tli.tt 
place  with  rapture,  with  the  thunder  of  cannon,  il- 
luminations, and  every  demonstration  of  joy,  to  the 
deliverers  of  fhe  frontier.  Commodore  Perry  proceeds 
to  Newport,  R.  I.  Cell.  Harrison  with  his  disposable 
force  (supposed  to  be  about.  2000  regulars)  proceed- 
ed with  the  troops  the  next  day,  aiul  arrived  at  Black 
Hock  on  tiie  24th — expecting,  it  is  said  to  go  on  im- 
mediately  in  tiie  Ontario  fieel,  to  join  Wilkinson  at! 
Sacketi's  Harbor.  But  Chauncey  is  occupied  in  wait- 
ing- upon  Sir  James  Yeo  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake. 
If  gen.  Vincent,  or  any  British  force,  however,,  remains 
near  tiie  head  of  the  lake,  he  may  find  something  to’ 
do,  and  mil  do  it.  The  force  left  at  Detroit,  is  about 
1000  regulars  and  2000  militia,  under  command,  we 


GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  commander  oi  the  forces  has  the  deepest  regret  in  announc- 
ing to  the  army,  that  Lieut.  Riilbnstein,  staff  adjutant,  arrived 
yesterday,  and  is  the  bearer  of  the  following  unpleasant  intelli- 
gence. That  ma  jor-general  Proctor  having  sustained,  by  the  un- 
fortunate capture  of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  the  loss  of  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  his  military  force,  which  was  serving 
on  board  that  fleet,  as  well  as  the  principal  heavy  ordnance  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  his  military  positions — commenced  his 
retreat  from  the  fort  of  Sandwich  on  the  24th  September,  having 
previously  dismantled  the  posts  of  Amherstburgh  and  Detroit,  anu 
burned  and  destroyed  every  public  building  and  stores  of  every 
description. 

I The  retreating  regular  force  consisting  of  a small  detachment 
of  Royal  Artillery,  n troop  of  Provincial  Dragoons,  and  the  re- 
mains of  the  41st  regiment,  in  all  about  450  rank  and  file — which 
was  accompanied  by  a body  of  Indian  w arriors  from  10  to  15C9. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  and  army  appeared  off  Amherstburgh  on  ih  * 
26th  Sept,  and  landed  on  the  following  day.  but  soon  re-cniltarl.od 
their  troops  and  proceeded  by  Lake  St.Clair,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  river.  The  American  army  was  again  landed,  and  ac» 
eompanied  by  gun-boats,  followed  the  route  of  major-genual  Tree 
I tor’s  corps,  which,  having  been  much  retarded  by  the  slow'  progress 
jof  loaded  battcaux,  they  were  enabled  to  come  up  with  tin-  c or 
j guard  anti  loaded  boats  on  the  third  inst.  and  succeeded  incaptur- 
' ing  the  whole.  M aj  « r-  genre  a I P roc  to  r being  thus  deprived  of  Uu; 

! means  of  supporting  his  little  army,  was  m der  the  necessity  of- 
j awaiting  the  enemy's  attack;  which  took  place  at  four  o’clock; 

; on  the  evening  of  the  5th  iest.  near  the  Moras  ian  village. 

| A six  pounder  on  the  flank,  was,  by  some  unpardonable  vc- 
i gleet,  left  destitute  of  ammunition,  atid  the  enemy,  availin'?  hiin- 
j self  of  this  unfortunate  circumstance,  pressed  upon  that  part  of 
j tiie  line  which,  wanting  the  support  of  artillery,  was  forced  I y the 
j superior  mini  hers  of  the  enemy.  Major-general  Proctor,  txfited 
j himself  to  rally  (he  troops,  who.  being  exhausted,  with  fatigue  not 
j having  received  any  prov  isions  the  preceding  day,  vsrre  unable  to. 
make  adequate  exertions  to  resist  the  superior  numbers  by  w hich 
they  wire  assailed. 

The  safety  of  major-general  Proctor,  the  officers  of  his  persona, 
staff,  and  some  few  others,  together  with  about  fifty  men,  has  onl 7 

* A “British  official”  account  and  a hv.ge f hehooi, 
are  synonintous,  yet.  we  shall  insert  them  as  they 
reach  usk to  let  the  neon!**  see  ho.vv  JjuJai  BjUl is  gijlU 
od- 
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as  yet  been  ascertained.  The  Indian  warriors  retreated  towards 
Maekedash. 

The  enemy’s  force  employed  on  this  service  is  estimated  at  from 
10  to  12,000  strong,  including  troons  of  every  description. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj’t  Gen. 

Address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  province  of  Canada. 

Brigadier-general  McClure,  commanding  the  Niagara  frontier, 
finds  the  upper  province  deserted  by  the  British  army  and  aban- 
doned by  its  government.  In  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  in- 
habitants, it  is  essential  to  their  security  that  some  regulations 
should  be  established  for  their  government,  while  the  American 
army  has  the  power  of  enforcing  them.  The  general  regrets  to 
say /that  illegal,  unauthorised  and  forbidden  pillage  has  been  com- 
mitted by  a few,  who  are  lost  to  all  honor  and  insensible  of  the 
obligations  of  a soldier.  To  arrest  such  practices,  to  afford  all  the 
protection  in  his  power,  and  to  ensure  safety  to  the  property  and 
persons  of  the  inhabitants  who  are  now  under  his  control,  the: 
general  has  issued  this  address. 

The  employment  of  the  indians  has  been  a source  of  extreme  , 
regret  to  the  general.  But  finding  them  called  out  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  expecting  to  attack  an  army  who 
had  long  employed  them  in  scenes  of  atrocity  and  outrage  at 
•which  humanity  shudders, he  was  driven  to  the  only  alternative  left 
him  of  using  the  same  weapon  against,  our  enemies  which  they  had 
used  against  ourselves.  That  the  British  army  had  abandoned  their 
encampments  and  fled  before  the  American  force,  does  not  weaken 
the  necessity  which  he  was  under,  of  employing  the  indians  before 
he  knew  that  the  enemy,  had  abandoned.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
due  to  them  to  say,  that  the  indians  have  conducted  themselves  far 
better  than  could  have  beeu  expected,  if  the  example  of  the  British 
officers  and  British  savages  be  a criterion.  Not  a single  individual 
lias  been  scalped  or  tomahawked  by  them,  no  prisoner  of  war  has 
been  burnt,  the  dead  have  not  been  thrown  into  the  public  high- 
ways, the  women  and  children  have  not  been  massacred,  not  has 
private  property  been  destroyed  except  in  cases  where  the  former 
conduct  of  the  owners  required  exemplary  retaliation.  The  proper- 
ty which  they  have  plundered  has  in  eases  where  it  was  possible, 
been  restored  to  the  inhabitants  at.  the  expense  of  the  United 
Scat-s ; and  when  the  necessity  for  theit-employ  ceased  to  exist, 
the  indians  were  sent  to  the  American  side  of  the  river  beyond  the 
reach  of  temptation,  to  wait  until  circumstances  justified  another 
tall  upon  them.  The  relation  of  these  facts  is  doe  to  the  honor  of 
our  .government,  to  the  reputation  of  the  general  and  to  the  re- 
putation of  the  indians.  From  it  also,  the  inhabitants  of  Canada 
may  h am,  what  they  may  expect  from  American  forbearance  ami 
clemency. 

To  insure  that  forbearance,  the  inhabitants  have  an  easy  duty  to 
perform— let  them  abstain  from  communications  with  the  British 
army  and  remain  at  home  qiiii  tly  pursuing  their  avocations.  Those 
who  conduct  differently  will  incur  the  penalties  of  rigorous  martial 
law.  The  character  of  our  free  republican  government  and  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  will  justify  an  expectation  of  security 
and  protection  ; all  civil  magistrates  will  continue  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  their  offices  merely  as  conservators  of  the  peace  ; as 
£n*  as  they  are  able,  they  will  preserve  order  and  quiet  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  existing  laws  of  the  province,  so  far  as  they 
regard  the  public  peace,  and  not  interfering  with  the  regulations 
of  the  army,  will  he  considered  in  force  until  other  measures  are 
taken.  The  magistrates  are  particularly  required  to  give  infor- 
mation at  head-quarters  of  all  violences  committed  by  the  Ame- 
rican troops  or  citizens,  unless  they  are  authorised  by  a written 
order.  The  general  enjoins  the  inhabitants  to  submit  to  their 
magistrates,  and  those  who  refuse  obedience  must  be  reported  to 
head-quarters.  The  brigadier-general  invites  all  the  inhabitants 
who  are  disposed  to  be  peaceable,  orderly  and  neutral,  to  return 
to  their  homes  and  their  business.  He  cannot  promise  complete 
security,  but  h,e  engages  as  far  as  his  power  extends,  to  protect 
the  innocent,  the  unfortunate  and  the  distressed. 

GEO.  MT'LURE,  Commanding  Niagara  frontier. 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  George,  Oct.  16,  1813. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a correspondent  of  the  Chi- 
licothe  Fredoviun , dated 

Detroit,  October  11,  1813. 
On  the  27lh  ult.  we  landed  on  the  Canada  shore, 
3 miles  below  Malden,  and  marched  up  to  its  ruins 
without  opposition,  the  same  afternoon.  We  found 
Malden  burnt,  all  moveable  public  property  either 
taken  away  or  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  flown.  The 
next  day  we  marched  on  in  pursuit  towards  Sand- 
wich : arrived  there  on  the  29th ; crossed  over  to 
Detroit  the  same  day,  where  we  were  greeted  with 
tearful  eyes  and  joyous  hearts  by  the  poor  plunder- 
ed inhabitants.  A large  number  of  Indians  were  still 
around  the  town  ; and  so  bold  were  some  that  even 
while  we  were  crossing  the  river,  some  warriors  were 
Seen  on  the  opposite  bank.  They  fled,  however,  on 
our  landing.  Our  Indians  and  captain  PuthufPs  com- 
pany were  sent  out  scouting  immediately  on  our 
arrival,  and  shortly  returned  with  two  warriors  and 
a squaw  prisoners. 

Col.  Johnson’s  regiment  arrived  on  the  30th,  and 
after  crossing  over  with  their  horses,  pursuit  was 
immediately  made  after  the  enemy  up  the  river 


Thames.  At  the  distance  of  about  80  miles  front 
this,  colonel  Johnson’s  regiment,  some  other  volun- 
teer Kentuckians,  and  a few  regulars,  overlook  the 
enemy,  and  after  a few  fires,  made  the  whole  Bri-* 
tish  force  vitrsoxKns  ! Proctor  escaped  but  very  nar- 
rowly, having  left  his  horse  and  chaise,  sword  and 
papers  on  the  road.  TecUmseh  has  fallen.  Six  hun- 
dred British  regulars,  including  thirty  officers,  are 
prisoners.  No  Indians  were  captured  ; but  a great 
many  were  slain.  We  had  13  men  killed,  and  a few 
wounded.  Colonel  Johnson  was  wounded  in  fib  e 
places  ! General  Harrison  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
fight.  Commodore  Perry  and  general  Cass  acted  as 
his  volunteer  ciids-de-camp.  Governor  Shelby  was 
also  there. 

A considerable  number  of  the  savages  have  for- 
saken the  bad  cause  of  king  George.  Several  flags 
were  brought  to  this  place  since  our  arrival,  and  up- 
wards of  fifteen  hundred  are  within  six  miles  in  a 
starving  condition. 

Proctor  is  certainly  a grand  coward  ; for  his  force, 
(counting  Indians  and  all)  was  unquestionably  suffi- 
ciently respectable  to  authorise  an  effort,  ere  he  gave 
up,  destroyed  and  retired  from  the  strong  holds  of 
Malden  and  Detroit.  The  day  previous  to  our  land-- 
ing,  15,000  rations  were  issued  to  the  Indians,  of 
whom  3000  were  warriors  These,  with  his  regu- 
lars, could  have  annoyed  us  much  at  landing,  and 
also  have  given  him  time  to  retreat,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. Enclosed  is  Tecumseh’s  talk,  at  Amherst- 
burgh,  previous  to  the  retreat : it  was  found  among-' 
general  Proctor’s  papers.  General  Harrison  return- 
ed 2 days  ago  The  troops  are  daily  getting  back  ; 
and  I believe  that  an  expedition  to  Mackinac  is  in- 
tended by  a part  of  our  force. 

SPEECH  OF  TECUM  SEN, 

In  the  name  of  the  indian  chiefs  and  warriors,  to 

major-general  Proctor,  as  the  representative  of 

their  great  father — the  king. 

Father,  listen  to  your  children ! You  have  them 
noxv  all  before  you. 

The  war  before  this,  our  British  father  gave  the 
hatchet  to  his  red  children , when  our  chiefs  were  alive. 
They  are  noxv  dead  In  that  war,  our  father  xvas 
t hr  oxen  on  his  buck  by  the  Americans,  and  our  father 
took  them  by  the  hand  without  our  knowledge  ; and  xce 
are  afraid  that  our  father  will  do  so  again  at  this  time. 

Summer  before  last,  xvhen  I came  forxvard  xvitli  my 
red  brethren,  and  ’xvas  ready  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in 
favor  of  our  British  father,  xve  were  told  not  to  be  in 
a hurry,  thmt  he  had  not  yet  determined  to  fight  the 
Americans. 

Listen  /- — When  war  xvas  declared,  our  father  stood 
up  and  game  vs  the  tomahawk,  and  told  us'  that  he  xvasr 
then  ready  to  strike  the  Americans  „•  that  he  wanted 
our  assistance  ; and  that  he  would  certainly  get  us  our 
lands  back,  which  the  Americans  had  taken  from  vs. 

Listen  ! You  told  ns,  at  that  time,  to  bring  forxvard 
our  families  to  this  place  ; and  xve  did  so  ; and  you 
promised  to  take  care  of  them,  and  that  they  should  xvant 
for  nothing , xvhile  the  men  would  go  and  fight  the 
enemy.  That  xve  need  not  trouble  ourselves-  about  the 
enemy's  garrison  that  xve  lenexv  nothing  about  them , 
and  that  our  father  would  attend  to  that  part  of  the 
business.  You  also  told  your  red  children,  that  you 
xvould  take  good  care  of  your  garrison  here , which 
made  our  hearts  glad. 

Listen!  11 hen  xvexv ere  last  to  the  Rapids,  it  is  true 
we  gave  you  little  assistance.  It  is  hard  to  fight  people 
xvho  live  like  ground  hogs. 

Father  listen!  Our  feet  has  gone  out ; xve  know 
they  have  fought  ; we  have  heard  the  great  guns  : but 
knoxv  nothing  of  what  has  happened  to  our  father  xvith 
one  arm.  Our  ships  have  gone  one  xvay,  and  xve  ar 
much  astonished  to  see  our  father  tying  up  every  thing 
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nnd  preparing  to  run  away  the  other,  loilhout  letting  his 
red  children  Jcnow  -what  his  intentions  live.  You  al- 
ways told  us  to  remain  here  and  take  care  of  our  lands  ; 
it  made  our  hearts  glad  to  hear  that  was  your  wish. 
Our  great  father,  the  king , is  our  head,  andyou  rcpre 
'sent  him.  You  always  told  us,  that  you  would  never  draw 
your  foot  off  British  ground  : but  now,  father,  we  see 
you  are  drawing  back,  and  we  are  sorry  to  see  our  fa- 
ther doing  so  without  seeing  the  enemy.  H e must 
compare  our  father’ s conduct  to  a fat  animal,  that  car- 
ides  its  tail  upon  its  back,  but  when  affrighted , he 
drops  it  between  his  legs  and  runs  off. 

Listen,  Father  ! The  Americans  have  not  yet  de- 
feated us  by  land  ; neither  are  we  sure  that  they  have 
done  so  by  water  : we,  therefore,  wish  to  remain  here, 
and  fight  our  enemy,  if  they  should  make  their  appear- 
ance. If  they  defeat  us,  we  will  then  retreat  with  our 
father. 

At  the  battle  of  the  Rafrids  last  war,  the  Americans 
certainly  defeated  us  ; and  when  we  retreated  to  our 
father'' s fort  at  that  place  the  gates  were  shut  against 
ns.  IVe  were  afraid  that  it  would  now  be  the  case  ; 
but  instead  of  that  we  now  see  ourBritish  father  pre- 
paring to  march  out  of  his  garrison. 

Father  ! You  have  got  the  arms  and  ammunition 
which  our  great  father  sent  for  his  red  children.  If 
you  have  an  idea  of  going  away , give  them  to  us,  and 
you  may  go  and  welcome,  for  us.  Our  lives  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Great  Spirit.  Ti  e are  determined  to  de- 
fend our  lands , and  if  it  be  his  will  we  wish  to  leave 
our  bones  upon  them. 

Amherstburg , Sept,  18,  1813. 

Extract  of  another  letter  from  the  same,  dated 
Detroit,  October  13,  1813. 

Nothing  of  much  importance  has  transpired  since 
the  date  of  my  last.  Additional  movements  are  in 
contemplation,  and  will  be  put  in  motion  in  a few 
days:  one  to  Mackinac,  the  other  to  Long  Point. — 
A sufficient  force  will,  no  doubt,  be  sent  to  each  to 
subdue  both  places : that  done,  and  we  shall  have 
performed  our  part,  since  we  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  from  Put-in-Bay  Island. 

After  repeated  overtures  of  peace  by  the  Potlawati- 
mie  and  Miami  Indians  (the  principal  hostile  tribes) 
the  general  consented  to-day,  in  council,  to  a sus 
pension  of  hostilities,  until  the  will  of  government 
can  be  made  known,  upon  the  following  terms,  viz. 
That  they  should  leave  with  us  several  of  their  prin- 
cipal chiefs  as  hostages,  and  on  to-morrow  move  off 
to  their  respective  hunting  grounds ; that  they 
should  draw  at  fort  Wayne  ammunition  to  answer 
their  hunting  purposes,  and  occasionally  provisions 
for  their  families  ; and  that  perfect  peace  and  friend- 
ship should  exist  among  all  the  hostile  tribes  and 
our  people,  together  with  our  friendly  Indians,  un- 
til the  general  slvould  be  instructed  by  government 
what  course  to  pursue  towards  them.  Massac,  an 
intelligent  venerable  looking  old  chief,  principal 
warrior  of  the  Pottawatavnie  tribe,  was,  on  this  oc- 
casion, speaker  on  behalf  of  the  Indians.  lie  ac- 
knowledges that  the  hostile  tribes  had  acted  very 
unwisely  and  foolishly  in  going  to  war  with  us,  anil 
that  they  were  all  very  sorry  for  it.  It  now  appears, 
that  the  operations  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife  have  for*  the  present  ceased;  and  1 trust  that 
government  will,  in  its  wisdom,  pursue  that  course 
towards  the  savages,  which  will  ensure  peace  and 
tranquility  to  this  unfortunate  frontier  country, 
where  nothing  but  a continued  scene  of  cruel  war- 
fare has  been  exhibited  ever  since  its  first  settlement 
two  centuries  ago. 

While  in  council,  the  arrival  of  a captain  Le  Bre- 
ton, with  a flag,  was  announced.  He  was  the  bearer 
ol  a letter  from  gen.  Proctor  to  general  Harrison, 
i'^questmg  that  some  papers  taken  in  tire-  late  action 


175 


might  be  returned.  Tins  paltry  excuse  to  ascertain, 
levery  thing  going  on  with  our  army,  must  be  obvious 
to  all.  It  won’t  do  to  play  yankee  tricks  with  yan- 
\kees.  Our  general  with  his  non  quam  dormis,  atone 
glimpse  perceived  the  object,  and  informed  captain 
j Le  Breton  that  he  should  return  him  to  a different 
part  of  Ins  army;  but  for  the  present,  he  must  re- 
main where  he  was.  Can  it  be  possible  because  the 
officers  of  our  government  are  celebrated  for  their 
manifest  generosity  and  hospitality  to  the  fallen  foe, 
under  whatever  clime  or  circumstances,  that  advan- 
tages like  this  should  be  taken  by  the  enemy  ? It  is 
too  much  for  an  honorable  nation  to  war  with  a dis- 
honorable one,  when  the  latter  <Yill  derive  no  lessons 
of  liberality  or  justice  from  the  examples  of  the 
former. 

It  gives  me  unspeakable  satisfaction,  to  see  the 
eyes  of  all  classes  of  people  fixed  on  our  youthful 
heroes  Perry  and  Croghan,  with  veneration  and  gra- 
titude ; and  well  may  the  British  and  Indians  view 
them  with  astonishment.  If  Lavuter  was  alive  and 
here,  he  could  point  them  out  from  a crowd  of 
10,000  strangers.  The  very  phiz  of  these  characters 
show  every  thing  that  is  military,  brave,  intrepid 
and  humane 

NAVAL 

Two  English  frigates  are  said  to  have  gone  round 
Cape  Horn  to  search  for  the  Essex. 

We  have  some  scraps  of  intelligence,  by  way  of 
Jamaica  and  Carthagena,  that  corroborate  the  ac- 
count in  our  last  of  the  Essex.  One  report  says  she 
has  from  4 to  5 millions  of  dollars  on  board. 

The  blockade  of  J\rew-London  is  exceedingly  rigid. 
The  enemy  lies  as  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor 
as  he  can — but  our  squadron  may  get  out  in  a gale. 

Com.  Lewis  returned  to  New-York  on  the  27th  ult, 
without  “ meeting”  the  enemy. 

Three  enemy  boats  entered  the  sound,  a few  days 
since,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  some  vessels 
lying  at  New  Inlet,  J\'orth- Carolina.  A party  of  mili- 
tia came  upon  them,  captured  one  barge  with  17 
men  and  drove  the  others  off.  Among  the  prisoners 
are  some  negroes  supposed  to-be  runaways. 

The  U.  S.  brigs  jYiiigara,  Caledonia  and  Hunter*. 
with  the  schrs.  Ariel,  and  Lady  Frevost,  and  sloops 
Trippe  and  Little  Belt,  arrived  at  Buffalo  on  the  24th 
nst.  with  Ferry,  Harrison  and  AV Arthur,  and  a de- 
tachment of  the  N.  W.  army  about 2000  strong. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  152. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

Br  itish  Naval  Register . 

638,  637,  63S,  639.  640,  641,  642,  643,  644,  645,  646,  647,  64S,  649s 
650,  651,  652,  653,  634,  6 55,  656,  657 — twenty-two  ships,  to  wit : 
the  Economy,  Pax,  and  Diligence, of  London  ; Lib ny,  Betsy,  and 
Hope,  ot  Hull;  Jolly  Bachelor,  and  Experiment,  o Aberdeen; 
Ruby,  Britannia,  Prosperous,  Burton,  Latona,and  Friends  Adven- 
ture, of  Shields  ; Nottingham,  of  New  Castle  ; Westmoreland  of 
Rlyth;  Brothers,  of  Lancaster ; Perseverance,  of  Yarmouth  ; Har- 
ford, of  Sunderland;  Thetis,  of  Lynn  ; and  Brunswick,  of  Dublin, 
all  from  Archangel,  laden  with  grain  and  naval  stores,  captured  by 
the  privateers  Rattlesnake,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Scourge,  of  New 
York,  and  sent  into  Norioaj— an  excellent  market,  particularly 
nu-  the  grain.  This  is  probably  the  fleet  or  a part  of  it,  that  com  . 
Rodgers  was  looking  for. 

658,659,660,  561,  662.  663,664,665,  666,  667,  663,669,  670— thir- 
teen merchant  vessels,  captured  on  the  coast,  of  Spain,  by  the  Leo, 
o!  Baltimore,  and  burnt. 

[How  forcibly  should  th  se  exploits,  with  those  of  the  Argns\ 
8cv.  impress  upon  Congress  the  importance  of  fi  ting  out  many 
fast  sailing  vessels  for  tin-  only  vie w of  harrassing  the  commerce  of 
the  enemy  ? And  in  France  or  Norway,  deposits  might  be  n.ade 
of  the  prisoners  for  exchange.  We  thiuk  the  balance  would  be 
greatly  in  our  tavor.] 

671.  One  of  his  majesty's  gun-boats,  carrying  1 long  "2  pounder 
and  50  men,  driven  near  the  shore  by  the  late  storm  on  Ontario, 
and  captured  by  capt.  Morgan’s  rifle  corns. 

672.  £Lip  IkubJsvaf  Dublin-  captured  by  the  Scourge  and  RVr* 
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Uosnake,  as  above,  ant!  jivpn  up  to  dispose  of  her  prisoners.  The 
value  of  the  prizes  nr.  !e  by  those  privateers,  is  immense. 

C'/’The  property  destroyed  by  the  Argus,  in  the  Irish  sea  is  valu- 
ed at  2,500,000  dollars. 

673.  Schooner  Fame,  of  Barbadoes,  laden  with  Madeira  wine ; 
captured  by  the  Saratoga,  and  wrecked  on  Long  Island;  crew  and 
ear  fro  all  saved. 

674.  Ship  .SY.  Lftwrence.  from  England,  with  a British  license 
Full  of  most  valuable  British  goods,  worth  from  3 to  400.000  dolls., 
captured  by  an  Eastern  privateer,  and  sent  into  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 
where  she  was  condemned.  The  vessel  and  property  is  affected  to 
have  been  American. 

675,676.  Two  vessels  captured  by  the  Yankee,  and  given  up  to 
discharge  her  prisoners.  The  Yankee  has  again  returned  to  Rhode 
Island  after  a successful  cruise,  in  which  she  captured  nine  vessels. 
The  letter  of  marque  schr  Water  Witch,  of  New  York,  fell  in 
w ith  a fleet  of  British  vessels,  and  took  several  of  them.  Particu- 
lars hereafter. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

K UROPE AN  AFFA I RS. 

There  has  been  terrible  fighting  in  Germany  ; but 
the  knavery  or  ignorance  of  the  printers  through, 
whose  hands  the  details  have  past,  (and  we  have 
none  but.  what  have  reached  us  by  the  way  of  Eng- 
landJ have  thrown  them  into  such  wonderful  con- 
fusion, that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  real  state  of  things,  much  less  to  ascertain 
the  facts  that  belong  to  them.  So  far  as  the  events 
are  narrated  in  the  French  bulletins,  we  nave,  at 
least,  a well  connected  stonr  c all  else  is  “uproar 
wild.” 

The  French  accounts  detail  a great  battle  fought 
near  Dresden  on  the  26th  and  27th  of  August.  The 
French  were  commanded  by  Bonparte,  in  person, 
assisted  by  Murat,  Ney,  Marmont,  Victor,  Mortier, 
St  Cvr,  &c . The  allies  were  under  the  emperors  of 
Russia  and  Austria,  and  the  king  of  Prussia;  the  lat- 
ter is  said  to  have  had  the  direction  of  the  whole.  The 
forces  of  the  contending  parties  must  have  amounted 
to  350,000  men.  The  action  began  at  4 or  5 o’clock 
In  the  evening;  the  allies  appear  to  have  been  driven 
from  their  ground  before  night — and  the  next  day, 
though  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  the  French  pursued 
their  advantages  with  great  success — and  state  the 
result  to  he  25  or  3 0,000  prisoners,  40  standards,  and 
60  pieces  of  cannon  taken, — the  whole  loss  of  the 
allies  being  estimated  at  60,000  men  ; the  French 
loss  only  4,000,  which  is  improbable.  JWubat,  with 
the  cavalry,  appears  to  have  conducted  himself  with 
his  usual  skill,  courage  and  good  fortune.  On  the 
23th,  29th  and  30th,  the  French  pursued  their  suc- 
cesses and  took  1000  ammunition  waggons  and  many 
prisoners.  They  found  the  neighboring  villages  full 
of  the  wounded  of  the  allied  army — “they  counted 
10,000.”  The  French  accounts  are  as  late  as  the 
8th  of  September,  and  notice  various  minor  suc- 
cesses ; but  admit  they  lost  3 or  4,000  prisoners  in 
Silesia,  being  a part  of  the  duke  of  Tarente’s  com- 
mand, pursuing  the  allies,  who  were  separated  from 
tiie  other  forces  bv  the  rising  of  the  waters,  which 
swept  away  the  bridges,  &c.  Moreau,  who  had  been 
appointed  “major-gen  aral  and  chief  of  the  staff”  of 
the  Russian  forces  (the  same  post  that  Berthier 
holds  under  Bonaparte)  while  discoursing  with 
Alexander , was  mortally  wounded  by  one  of  the  first 
cannon  the  French  fired  on  the  26th  It  carried  off 
both  legs,  passing  through  his  horse,  and  he  died  on 
the  2nd  September. 

In  consequence  of  these  events  the  empress  regent 
of  France, ordered  a grand  Te  Detim. 

The  war  also  goes  on  in  Italy.  The  French  force, 
under  the  viceroy,  is  reported  to  have  gained  some 
advantages — which  other  statements  deny. 

The  English  accounts  admit  a defeat  before  Dres- 
den, hut  deprive  the  battle  of  the  great  importance 
the  French  ascribe  to  it — and  say  that  the  allies  on 
the- 5th  of  September  “issued  from  the  passes  of 
Bohemia ,”  and  took  the  roads  leading  to  Dresden ; 
where,  it  was  calculated  another  battle  might  be' 


fought  about  the  10tn  of  that  month.  Rut  Paris  pn* 
pers  of  the  20th  are  silent  on  the  subject,  from  which 
the  English  editor?  infer  the  French  have  been  beat- 
en. It  appears  that  Bernadotte  made  a successful  at- 
tack upon  the  left  wing  of  the  French  armv,  under 
Vundamme  at  Danncveitz , where  he  took  about  10,000 
prisoners  ; that  Blacker  obtained  considerable  ad- 
vantages to  the  right ; other  successes  are  claimed 
for  the  allies,  too  tedious  fonts  to  detail,  even  if  the 
truth  could  be  gleaned  from  the  mass  of  matter  pre- 
sented, winch  is  impossible.  See  Cobbett’s  remarks 
p*ge  168. 

Contrary  to  our  belief,  the  crown  prince  of  Swe- 
den lias  really  joined  the  allies,  and  the  emperor  of 
Austria  has  staked  Lis  crown  on  the  issue.  If  Bona- 
parte conquers,  they  will  be  ruined;  for  he  certainly 
will  not  permit  them  to  retain  a power  that  may 
again  be  used  against  him.  The  arch-duke  Charles 
(prince  von  Sclvwartzcnburg J commands  the  Azts- 
trians,  said  to  be  160,000  men.  The  Danes  are  said 
to  have  suffered  much  in  the  action  with  Bernadotte , 
whose  force  is  rated  at  110,000-  In  Spain  the  Bri- 
tish are  reported  successful.  St,  Sebastians , with  a 
garrison  short  of  2000  men,  has  surrendered.  Sou  It 
is  drawing  troops  from  France,  and  a great  battle 
may  be  looked  for  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Py- 
renees. Sachet  is  at  Barcelona,  with  40,000  men.— 
The  British  have  appointed  the  earl  of  Aberdeen 
minister  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  Old  king  George 
still  lives,  “tranquil  and  comfortable  (as  the  bulle- 
tin says)  although  his  disorder  remains  undiminish- 
ed.” The  whole  contending  forces  of  France  and 
the  allies,  are  given  at  the  mighty  aggregate  1,140,000 
men,  in  Germany  and  Italy. 

The  military  affairs  of  the  coalition  appear  better 
managed  than  on  any  former  occasion,  and  the  forces 
on  each  side  are  powerful,  beyond  precedent ; and 
more  bloody  battles  have  been  fought,  perhaps,, 
than  Europe  ever  witnessed  before,  in  the  same 
time.  From  the  most  careful  examination,  we  con- 
clude, that  the  advantage  was,  on  the  whole,  much 
in  favor  of  the  French,  but  that  nothing  decisive  had 
been  accomplished,  in  any  case,  by  either  party.  If 
it  so  turns  out,  that  Bonaparte,  shall  defeat  the  alli- 
ance, it  would  almost  incline  us  to  believe  that  he  is 
the  immediate  instrument  of  Providence  to  accom- 
plish his  all-wise  purposes,  against  which  the  power 
of  man  exerts  itself  in  vain.  The  details  and  ac- 
counts of  the  late  battles  and  movements  of  the  ad- 
verse armies,  would  occupy  three  or  four  numbers  of 
the  Register — we  have  carefully  read  the  whole  and 
collect  the  opinion  above  stated.  As  several  vessels 
are  expected  from  France,  we  look  for  later  and 
more  regular  accounts ; nor  do  we  look  to  them 
with  indifference,  for  on  the  issue  relatively  depends 
the  more  speedy  restoration  of  peace  to  the  United 
States. 

Pennsylvania  Election. — A letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Register  from  a gentleman  at  Harrisburg , gives 
the  following  result  of  the  late  elections  in  Pennsyl- 
vani  i: 

The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  95  mem- 
bers of  whom  eighty- four  are  “republicans”  and  eleven 
“ federalists.” 

The.  Senate  consists  of  31  members,  one-third 
elected  annually — of  those  elected  the  present  year, 
all  are  “ republican”  but  one,  and  he  had  a majority 
of  only  11  votes. 

New- Jersey. — Wm  S.  Pennington  (rep.)  has  been 
elected  governor  of  New- Jersey.  The  votes  were, 
for  Pennington  3C — for  Ogden  (fed.)  20.  The  brother 
of  the  governor  elect  did  not  vote,  and  two  members 
were  absent.  — 

We  have  reports  that  Kingston  has  fallen,  and 
'the  whole  British  fleet  taken.  Not  believed. 
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The  pressure  of  articles  for  record,  the  present  week,  with  the 
continuation  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  report,  lias  necessarily  postpone 
several  matters  prepared  for  the  press.  We  are  laboring  to  col- 
lect some  domenie  statistical  facts ; which,  we  apprehend,  will 
afford  much  satisfaction  to  our  readers.  A part  may  be  ready  by 
the  time  that  Mr.  Hamilton's  report  is  concluded,  anil  be  at- 
tached to  it,  to  shew  things  as  they  arc.  On  the  purport  of 
governor  Gilman's  speech  to  the  legislature  of  Nero- Hampshire, 
many  persons  will,  doubtless,  require  some  explanation ; and  the 
facts,  as  they  appear,  shall  hereafter  be  stated,  for  the  circum- 
stances demand  a record.  We  are  not  well  enough  acquainted 
with  the  singular  matters  to  which  he  alludes,  than  to  say, 
generally,  there  are  two  setts  of  judges  in  that  state,  each  claim- 
ing a like  jurisdiction  ; the  old  declaring  the  appointment  of 
the  junior  to  be  unconstitutional. 
tT!ie  late  charge  of  Luther  Martin , esquire,  chief  judge  of  the 
criminal  court  to  the  grand  inquest  of  Baltimore  county,  with 
, ttie  reply  of  tint  latter,  embracing  some  great  national  topics,  is 
laid  on  for  insertion. 


Legislature  of  New  Hampshire. 

Cow co hi;,  Oct.  27. 

The  two  houses  of  the  General  Court  having 
-formed  a quorum,  a committee  was  appointed  to 
wait  on  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  inform 
him  they  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
he  might  be  pleased  to  make.  At  12  o’clock,  his 
excellency,  attended  with  the  honorable  council, 
met  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  in  the  hall 
of  representatives,  and  delivered  the  following 
SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Hepi'esentatives, 

Having,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council  re- 
quested your  attendance  in  general  court,  before  the 
time  to  which  you  were  adjourned,  it  is  my  duty  to 
state  caiises  which  made  this  request  necessary. — 
To  make  statements  to  the  legislature,  respecting 
improper  conduct  of  individual  persons,  is  an  un- 
pleasant task,  but  in  the  present  case  unavoidable. 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  legislature  passed 
the  twenty -fourth  day  of  June,  1813,  establishing  a 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  and  circuit  courts  of 
common  pleas, one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judi- 
cial court,  opened  the  court  at  Dover,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Strafford,  at  the  time  by  law  appointed 
for  that  purpose ; on  the  same  day,  Richard  Evans, 
esq.  and  Clifton  Claggett,  esq.  two  persons  who  were 
formerly  justices  of  tire  superior  court  of  judica- 
ture, pretended  to  open  a court  in  a formal  manner, 
having  a person  of  their  own  appointment,  whom 
they  called  clerk  of  the  court,  and  proceeded  to 
make  speeches,  and  to  do  other  acts  in  open  deli 
ance  of  the  law  aforesaid. 

At  the  time  by  law  appointed,  the  supreme  ju- 
dicial court  was  opened  at  Exeter,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  by  the  chief  justice  and 
one  of  the  associate  justices,  and  tke  usual  oaths 
were  administered  to  the  grand  jurors.  After  this 
the  two  persons  aforenamed,  being  present,  directed 
the  person  whom  they  called  their  clerk,  to  admin- 
ister the  oaili  to  the  grand  jurors ; they,  the  jurors, 
no  otherwise  regarding,  than  with  astonishment. — 
Indeed,  it  must  excite  astonishment,  in  the  minds 
of  all  good  men,  to  see  persons,  once  justices  of 
the  superior  eourt,  thus  as  it  were,  trifling  with  the 
sacredness  and  solemnity  of  oaths. 

Many  other  things  were  there  said,  and  done,  to 
the  great  interruption  of  the  regular  and  orderly 
-proceeding’s  of  the  supreme  judioml  court. 

Vo  t V.  3 


The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Reeking' . m,  - • mg 
refused  obedience  to  the  chief  associate  justice  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court,  this  court  were  left  u 
die  unprecedented  situation  of  having  no  proper  of- 
ficer, or  goaler,  to  command  for  the  preservation  of 
order  and  the  public  peace. 

Since  the  proclamation  was  issued  for  convening 
the  legislature,  it  is  said,  transactions  somewhat 
similar  have  taken  place  in  the  county  of  Hillsbo- 
rough. The  sheriff  of  that  county,  with  the  two 
persons  aforenamed,  having  taken  possession  of  the 
court  house  at  Amherst,  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  were  obliged  to  seek  some  other  place 
for  holding  the  court 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I have  been  compelled 
to  speak  publicly  of  such  transactions—  hope  Innv 
be  excused  from  being  more  particular,  more  espe- 
cially as  there  are  many  members  of  the  legislature 
who  saw  and  heard,  and  C‘tn  give  full  information 
respecting  these  unexampled  proceedings. 

Whatever  woful  work,  party  spirit  may  make  in 
other  respects,  it  was  hoped  that  in  a government, 
constituted  like  our  own,  there  would  not  have  been 
an  attempt  16  organise  opposition  to  law.  If  one 
set  of  men  can  w ith  impunity,  thus  proceed  in  t he 
violation  of  one  law,  another  set  of  men  may  at- 
tempt to  organise  opposition  to  any  other  law,  w hich 
they  imagine  injurious  to  their  personal  interests. 
Surely,  if  at  anytime,  any  thing  is  wrong,  there:,  re, 
in  our  free  system  of  government,  other  remedies 
than  open  and  public  defiance  of  law. 

The  existing  state  of  things  requires  the  candid 
and  serious  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

1 have  not  received  copies  of  the  laws  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  congress  of  the  United  Stater,  but 
understand  that  there  is  a clause  in  the  act  to  lay  and 
collect  a direct  tax  within  the  United  States,  allow- 
ing each  state  to  vary  by  an  actor  its  legislature, tin* 
respective  quotas  imposed  on  its  several  counties  ; 
also  a clause  allowing  each  state  to  pay  Us  quota  in- 
to the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  thereon  to 
be  entitled  to  certain  deductions.  Whether  the  le- 
gislature will  think  proper  to  make  order  on  inesa 
subjects,  is  submitted  for  their  consideration. 

By  a communication  made  to  the  legislature  by 

excellency  governor  Plainer,  on  the  second  day 
of  Jiqie  last,  it  is  stated,  that  he  had  directed  a mili- 
tary watch  or  guard,  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  Little  Harbour,  Application  has  bees* 
msde  for  payment  ; but  as  the  legislature  had  not 
made  order  upon  the  subject,  I have  not  taken  anv* 
measures  respecting  it,  and  it  will  require  your  con*- 
sideration  at  this  time. 

It  was,  gentlemen, with  much  regret,  that  the  Exe* 
cutive  saw  the  necessity  of  convening  the  legisla- 
ture at  this  time.  But  it  was  unavoidable  ; audit 
is  hoped,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  have  a session 
of  long  continuance. 

JOHN  TAYLOR  GILMAN, 
State  of  JV erv- Hampshire,  Gel.  27,  1813. 


Legislature  of  Rhode-Islanch 

The  Legislature  of  this  state  convened  at  South 
Kingston,  on  the  25th  ult.  and  the  next  day  formed 
a quorum, when  they  unAnipjcusly  elected  J.  B.  Ma$o& 


X?8  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY.  NOVEMBER  13,  1813. 


esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  ancl 
Thomas  Bur:;e9s,!jesq.  clerk.  His  excellency  gover- 
nor Joxxs  coininunicated  the  following 
MESSAGE  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

In  compliance  with  your  resolutions  of  the  l ist 
S.ession,  two  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  selected 
from  those  belonging  to  the  state,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  which,  it  is  presumed,  will  fully  an- 
swer the  purpose  intended,  with  a small  expense  to 
prepare  them — the  care  of  which,  and  getting*  them 
suitably  mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  was  com- 
mitted to  colonel  Thomas  Noyes,  who  will  report 
tp  you  the  progress  he  has  made. 

With  respect  to  the  powder,  purchased  by  the 
Quarter  master  general  of  the  state,  of  which  com 
plaints  have  been  made,  I presume  the  report  of  the 
brigadier-generals,  whose  duty  it  was  made  at  the 
last  session,  to  cause  it  to  be  inspected,  will  give 
you  a correct  statement  of  its  quality,  when  you, 
will  be  able  to  determine  whether  an  additional 
quantity  shall  be  purchased  or  not.  • 

I conceive  it  unnecessary,  at  this  time,  logo  into 
detail  on  the  subject  of  our  resources,  or  of  our  sup- 
plies of  ordnance,  arms.  See.  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly are  possessed  of  the  necessary  information,  and 
can  determine  what  further  steps  ought  to  be  taken 
hy  them  for  the  security  of  this  state.  While  we 
felicitate  ourselves  that,  no  invasion  has  yet  been 
made  upon  tlvi 9 state,  yet  from  the  extent  and  ac- 
cessibility of  our  shores,  we  shall  always,  during 
the  war,  remain  exposed  to  the  apprehension  and 
danger  of  this  calamity,  and  as  there  seems  to  be 
no  well  grounded  hope  of  a speedy  termination  of 
this  destructive  evil,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  pre- 
pare our  minds  for  its  contingency.  It  "is  also  our 
highest  duty  to  remember,  with  gratitude,  that  Di- 
Vine  goodness  which  has  hitherto  protected  us  from 
many  of  the  distresses  and  sufferings  of  war,  and 
preserved  to  us  the  fruits  of  our  labor,  and  tiie  inva- 
luable privileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  us  from  our  ancestors. 

In  the  contest  in  which  we  are  unluppily  engaged, 
i,n  which  the  United  States  have  already  expended 
so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  incurred  a large 
accumulation  of  debt,  burthen-some  to  u's  and  to  our 
remote  posterity,  however  we  may  lament  the  fatal 
policy  by  which  this  state  of  things  has  been  pro- 
duced, it  is  nevertheless  our  duty  to  submit  with  pa- 
tience to  the  privations  and  distresses  of  the  times, 
until,  by  the  operations  of  our  excellent  institutions, 
a change  may  be  effected  in  the  measures  of  our  pre- 
sent rulers, or  such  others  appointed  ih  their  places, as 
shall  pursue  a system  better  adapted  to  promote 
the  true  interest  of  this  extensive  nation.  A go- 
vernment like  that  of  the  United  States,  formed  for 
t he  good  of  the  people,  is  admirably  fitted  for  the 
true  purpose  of  defence  against  foreign  invasion,  or 
domestic  tyranny ; but  is  illy  calculated  for  offen- 
sive war  and  schemes  of  conquest.  The  unprepar- 
ed condition  of  the  nation,  at  the  commencement 
of  this'  unhappy  war,  and  the  subsequent  removal  by 
the  enemy  of  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  our  hos- 
tility, ought  to  have  operated  powerfully  on  the  ad- 
ministration, as  reasons  for  suspending  further  pro- 
ceedings, by  an  armistice,  and  for  Commencing  a sin- 
cere negociattion  for  peace  : but  from  the  preva- 
lence of  violent  counsels,  and  the  effect,  as  I fear, 
of  national  animosity,  carefully  excited  by  crafty 
politicians,  we  are  still  exposed  to  the  perils  of  this 
unnatural  state  of  things,  and  to  the  evils  of  that 
desolating  scourge,  from  which,  by  pursuing  contra- 
ry maxims  of  policy,  we-  had  been  for  many  years 


If  the  United  States  would  regain  the  proud  ctn:^ 
ncnce  on  which  they  lately  stood’,  they  must  remem-' 
her,  “ that  it  is  righteousness  which  exalts  a na- 
tion,, and  that  sin  is  a reproach  to  any  people  they 
must  endeavor  to  conduct  their  foreign  relations, 
not  so  much  with  reference  to  the  views  of  n party, 
or  to  the  prejudices  or  partialities  with  which  fo- 
reign nations  are  viewed,  but  with  a strict  regard 
to  truth  and  fair  dealing,  and  to  the  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives of  other  powers. 

With  a return  of  peace,  we  may  hope  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  blessings  by,  which  it  is  generally  ac- 
companied— commerce  extended  to  every  shore — 
agriculture  improved,  and  our  moral  and  religious 
institutions  and  privileges,  strengthened  and  in- 
creased. 

In  war,  our  rights  and  the  constitution,  and  union 
of  the  United  Slates  are  ever  in  danger  of  violation, 
and  not  only  are  the  people  exposed  to  the  loss  of 
life  and  liberty,  but  a general  laxity  of  morals,  and 
disregard  of  civil  institutions,  threaten  evils  which 

may  be  as  lusting  as  they  are  extensive. F.ut 

under  the  smiles  of  a gracious  Providence,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  for  a restoration  of 
our  national  tranquility,  and  that  the  people,  re- 
membering the  toils,  privations  and  sufferings, 
by  which  our  liberties  were  secured,  will  ad- 
here to  those  principles  and  maxims  under  which 
the  country  has  formerly  prospered ; and  putting 
their  confidence  in  the  wise  and  good,  may  be  ena- 
bled to  support  their  rights  an*1  privileges,  and 
transmit  them  unimpaired  to  posterity. 

WILLIAM  JONES: 
South  Kingston,  Oct.  26,  1813. 


Legislature  of  New  Jersey. 

Governor’s  Message  to  the  Legislature  of 
New- Jersey., 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Elected  by  the  voluntary  unsolicited  suffrages 
of  the  representatives  of  a free  people  to  the  office 
of  first  Magistrate  of  the  state  ; and  after  due  con- 
sideration, having  conceived  it  my  duty  to  take  up- 
on myself  the  execution  thereof,  not,  however,  with- 
out  anxious  solicitude  lest  the  po vers  of  n,y  mind 
should  prove  unequal  to  the  various,  important  and 
arduous  duties  assigned  to  it  by  our  constitution,  I 
apprehend  it  proper,  from  time  to*  time,  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  legislature,  not  only  such  information 
as  may  be  peculiarly  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, but  my  opinions  and  observations  on  such 
executive  duties  as  may'  have  relation  to  the  genera-l 
concerns  of  the  state,  or  such  as  arc  in  any  manner 
connected  with  the  legislative  department  of  go* 
vernment. 

On  first  entering  upon  the  important  duties  of  my 
station,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  my  acquaintance 
with  the  executive  concerns  of  the  state  is  such  as 
to  afford  any  useful  information  upon  its  details. — 
Some  general  observations,  however,  arising*  on.  of 
the  present  situation  of  our  country,  appear  to  me 
proper  to  be  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

In  the  administration  of  our  government,  we  shall 
unquestionably  find  that  the  internal  government 
and  concerns  of  the  state  will  occupy  our  principal 
attention,  and  deserve  .our  special  care  ; at  the  same 
time  it  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  our  state 
is  a member  of  a great  federative  republic,  in  which 
we  have  an  important  stake — that,  as  citizens  ot  our 
own  state  we  have  duties  to  perform  to  the  union. 
The  states,  composing  the  American  republic,  ante- 
rior to  the  adoption  of  die  constitution  el'  the  United 
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States,  xvere  sovereign  and  independent;  by  that 
instrument,  which  is  the  last  act  of  the  people,  a 
certain  portion  of  that  sovereignty  was  taken  from 
the  states  and  vested  in  the  general  government — 
that  which  was  not  so  transferred,  was  reserved  to 
the  states,  and  now  remains  in  them.  In  designat 
big  the  line  between  the  sovereignty  of  the  union, 
tmd  that  of  the  stales, it  is  to  be  appreiien  led  that' 
real  di. 'Realties  may  arise  : and  the  interest  of  all, 
calls  for  a candid  and  liberal  interpretation.  Among 
the  powers  vested  in  the  general  government,  is 
that  of  making  war  and  peace,  and  with  it  the 
means  of  defence  and  annoyance,  and,  as  a conse- 
quence, that  of  the  command  and  disposal  of  the 
military  force  of  the  nation  ; in  which,  as  I appre- 
hend, is  included  the  militia,  not  by  implication 
and  construction,  but  by  clear,  unambiguous  and 
expressive  provisions.  It  has  been  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  me,  that  this  part  of  the  constitution  could 
ever  have  admitted  of  a doubt — there  can  be  nothing 
plainer  than  that  the  people,  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  general  government,  the  control  of  the  militia 
whenever  the  public  exigencies  shall  require  it. — 
The  following  clause  in  the  constitution  has,  how- 
ever, given  rise  to  a question  of  vast  importance  to 
the  United  States  : “Congress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel 
invasions.”  It  is  contended  by  high  authority,  that 
the  state  governments,  or  what  is  worse,  that  the 
executives  of  the  state  governments,  are  the  sole 
and  exclusive  judges  to  determine  whether  the  case 
exists — from  which  determination  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, for  if  the  power  of  adjudging  the  question  is 
reserved  to  the  state  governments,  it  is  a sovereign 
independent  power,  and  cannot  be  controlled.  If 
this  interpretation  of  the  constitution  be  the  true 
one,  the  militia,  that  great  bulwark  of  our  national 
security,  is  wrested  from  the  general  government, 
and  placed  under  the  discretion  or  caprice  of  the 
state  executives,  who  can  at  any  time  paralize  and 
defeit  the  operations  of  the  general  government. — 
An  attentive  examination  of  the  constitution  on  the 
subject  or  the  militia,  must  unerringly  mark  out 
tiie  power  of  the  federal  government  over  them. — In 
the  first  place,  the  national  defence  is  committed  to 
that  government : according  with  this,  a power  is 
expressly  given  to  organize  (that  is,  to  form  into 
corps)  arm  and  discipline  the  militia— to  make  laws 
to  call  them  forth  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  to  suppress 
insurrections  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  make  laws 
for  governing  them,  when  thus  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States— and  the  President  of  the 
tTnited  State.?  is  made  commander  in  Chief  of  the 
blilitia  thus  called  out.  There  is  a power,  however, 
reserved  to  thfc  states  of  appointing  the  officers  and 
training  the  militia,  but  this  training  it  to  be  in  con- 
formity to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  congress. — 
The  state  executives,  backed  by  a legislative  act. 
Cannot  change,  in  a single  instance,  the  discipline 
prescribed  by  congress,  yet  it  is  contended  that  they 
have  a power  to  control  the  general  government  in 
calling  fdrth  the  militia.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  doctrine  is  fraught  with  incalculable  mischief, 
"and  tiiat  it  carries  in  its  bosom  the  seeds  of  nation- 
al dissolution.  The  militia  forms  the  great  defence 
of  our  nation — An  exposed  sea-coast  of  two  thousand 
miles,  with  a territorial  frontier  of  double  the  ex- 
tent, can  never  be  defended  at  every  point  by  regu- 
lar force — the  resources  of  no  country  are  equal  to 
it.  The  argument  in  favor  of  this  construction  is, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  trust  Congress  with  powers  so 
important.  An  argument  from  the  use  to  the  abuse 


of  a power,  might  have  been  proper  in  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  constitution,  but  cannot  do 
away  its  express  provisions  or  impair  a plain  ration- 
al interpretation  ; nor  is  it  easy  to  perceive  why 
more  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  general 
than  the  state  governments— they  are  both  elected 
by  the  people,  and  responsible  to  them  for  the  abuse 
of  power ; and  it.  is  certainly  fit,  that  the  govern- 
ment, whose  special  duty  it  is  to  protect  and  defend 
the  country,  should  have  the  command  of  its  mili- 
tary forces,  and  experience  proves  that  the  general 
government  lus  no  disposition  to*  vex  and  oppress 
the  militia. 

A doctrine  of  a similar  Complexion  to  the  forego- 
ing, has  made  its  appearance  in  modern  times  ; it 
having  recently  become  a question  whether  the  mili- 
tia can  be  constitutionally  marched  out  of  their  own 
state,  although  it  is  not  denied  but  that  the  militia 
may  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates^ 
if  the  state  executives  do  not  chuse  tri  interpose 
their  authority,  yet  they  must  stop  at  a territorial 
line  separating  two  states.  A probable  case,  grow- 
ing out, of  this  doctrine,  only  wants  to  be  stated  to 
expose  its  absurdity — suppose  the  state  of  Delaware 
to  be  suddenly  invaded  from  the  sea,  by  a powerful 
enemy,  and  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land should  remain  at  home,  or  assemble  on  the  con- 
fines of  their  own  states,  and  there  wait  inglorious 
spectators  of  the  ruin  of  their  neighbors,  themselves 
the  next  victims  of  a system  of  local  policy,  as  illi- 
beral as  it  is  weak  and  pernicious.  The  patriots  of 
the  revolution  were  unacquainted  with  those  refin- 
ed speculations,  in  the  winter  of  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-six  and  seven,  when  New-Jersey  was 
overrun  by  the  enemy.  The  Delaware,  with  its 
floating  ice,  formed  no  obstacle  to  the  intrepid  mili- 
tia ofrennsylvania — had  they  hesitated  at  state- 
lines,  the  spirit  of  their  gallant  chief  would  never 
have  animated  the  classic  groves  of  Princeton, aiid  N. 
Jersey  for  a much  longer  time  must  have  endured 
the  scourge  of  a cruel  and  vindictive  foe. 

For  the  purposes  of  national  defence,  we  are  but 
or.e  people  : this  is  as  well  the  letter,  as  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution. 

Do  not  understand  me  gentlemen*  as  entertaining 
a disposition  to  surrender  to  the  general  govern- 
ment tie  smallest  portion  of  our  state  sovereignty  ; 
so  far  from  that,  I know  ita  importance,  and  should 
the  general  government,  unfortunately  for  our  coum 
try,  be  so  lost  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the 
union,  and  so  regardless  of  justice,  as  to  encroach 
upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  I pledge  myself  to 
be  the  last  man  in  it  to  yield  to  the  usurpation. — • 
Yet,  while  we  exact  from  the  government  of  the 
union,  an  observance  of  our  state  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty, let  us  render  to  the  legitimate  constitutional 
powers,  entrusted  to  it  by  the  people,  for  the  gene- 
ral security. 

There  is  no  prihciple  more  universally  felt  and  ac* 
knowledged,  and  that  applies  itself  more  forcibly  t© 
the  understanding  of  every  reflecting  man,  than  that 
the  prosperity,  safety  and  happiness  of  every  por- 
tion of  the  United  S-tates,  depends  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  union.  History  instructs  us  that  in  all 
Confederative  states,  there  is  a latent  tendency  to 
weaken  the  power  of  the  head,  and  to  strengthen, 
that  of  the  members.  This,  probably,  arises  from 
the  frailty  of  man*  who  feels  with  greater  sensibility 
an  immediate  gratification  j than  a remote  interest. 
It  does  not  require  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  to  foretell 
the  moment  the  union  is  dissolved  America  is  un- 
done. 

The  war  in  which  our  country  is  unhappily  engagy 
ed,  has  been  brought  upon  us  by  the  injustice  of  a 
nation,  that  knows  no  law  bather  own  will,.  aadfctlV 
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itiits  to  no  restraints  but;  those  of  superior  force.  Aj  See.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  a sufficient  port irtn 
long  course  of  lawless  violence  committed  on  the  of  the  taxes  and  other  income  of  tl»e  state,  be  and 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens  on  the  high  seas,  j the  same  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  said 
had  bj'ejt  remonstrated  against,  with  becoming  <Ie* | loan,  and  the  interest  arising  thereon  : and  that  life 
common  the  part  of  our  government,  until,  by  a j said  loan  shall  be  paid  and  discharged  within  one 
COUJV.C  of  diplomatic  discussion,  the  controversy  had  year  from  the  time  of  obtaining  the  same,  in  such 
arrived  at  a crisis,  when  it  was  found  we  must  ei-  quarterly  or  half  yearly  payments  as  the  governor 
ther  abandon  die  persons  and  property  of  our  citi-; shall  direct. 

2 ens  on  lire  high  seas,  10  the  violence,  insolence  and  See.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  monies  thence 
rapacity  of  a haughty,  imperious  and  unjust  nation, ! arising,  together  with  a sufficient  3um  of  the  mo- 
or assert  our  rights  by  arms.  Well  informed  men,  mts  now  in  the  treasury  to  make  up  die  residue  of 
possessed  of  American  feelings,  saw  and  acknow-j  the  state  quota  as  aforesaid,  be  and  the  safiie  is  here-' 
Itdgcd  tiie  injury — 1L  became  then  a matter  of  policy,  by  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  said  quota; 


or.  which  it  must  be  admitted,  honest  and  intelligent 
men  have  differed  in  opinion.  But  who  so  proper  to 
determine  that  question,  as  the  constituted  authori- 
ty of  die  nation,  to  whom  the  power  of  peace  and 
War  is  constitutionally  committed  ? The  disposition 
<»f  our  government  to  make  a peace  upon  fair  and 
.reasonable  terms,  cannot  be  doubted.  Every  attempt 
to  that  end  has  been  treated  by  die  enemy  with  scorn. 
We  have,  then,  no  other  alternatives,  than  a vigo- 
rous prosecution  of  the  war,  or  an  inglorious  peace 
that  w ould  compromit  the  rights  of  our  country, 
and  disgrace  the  American  name.  The  unexampled 
success  of  our  arms  on  the  element  on  which  we 
have  been  injured,  evinces  the  retributive  justice  of 
Divine  wisdom.  The  success  of  our  land  forces,  in 
not  only  repelling  the  enemy  from  our  borders,  but 
carrying  tiie  war  into  their  own  territory,  and  re- 
ducing to  submission  their  savage  allies,  affords  a 
subject  of  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  events. 

It  is  a subject  of  consolation  and  gratitude*  that, 
amid  the  ravages  of  war,  the  citizens  of  our  state 
have  been,  in  a great  measure,  exempt  from  its  pangs 
■— -that  die  labor  of  our  husbandmen  has  been  bless- 
ed with  an  abundant,  harvest,  and  a ready  market — 
and  that  our  domestic  and  public  manufactories  have 
prospered  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

WILLIAM  S.  PENNINGTON. 
A'e-w  Jersey , November,  1813. 


Laws  of  New  Jersey. 

An  act,  to  provide  for  paying  the  direct  tax  of  this 
state. 

>v  ueiik.vs,  by  a law  of  the  United  States,  entitled  “an 
net  to  lay  and  polled  a direct  tax  within  the  Unit- 
ed Suites,”  passed  the  second  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  it  is  en- 
acted that  the  quota  of  New  Jersey  should  be  one 
hundred  and  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  one  dollars  and  eighty  three  cents  : And 
wnci  vas,  by  the  seventh  section  of -said  act,  it  is 
enacted  “that  each  state  may  pay  its  quota  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  thereon  be 
Cu tided  to  a deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum  if 
paid  before  the  tenth  day  of  February  next  — 
And  whereas,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
tmd  upwards  of  the  monies  now  in  the  treasury 
mf}'  be  safely  appropriated  towards  the  payment 
of  said  direct  tux  : A d whereas,  it  may  be  a great 
Saving*  to  the  state  to  borrow  the  residue  of  the 
sum  required  to  pay  the  Said  tax — Therefore, 

,c*  I*  Us  it  enacted  by  the  council  and  general  as - 
| ’’hi  °f  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
th-  -a y 0f  f/lg  samCi  That  the  treasurer  of  the  state 
he  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered  to  bor- 
row on  the  credit  of  this  slate,  the  sum  of  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per 
^atum  per  annum,  to  be  reimbursed  by  such  quar- 
terly or  half  yearly  payments  as  the  governor  of  the 
-stode  direct. 


and  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  authoris- 
ed and  required,  to-  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  in  discharge  of  the  quota 
aforesaid,  before  the  tenth  dry  of  February  next  ; 
and  that  lie  give  notice  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  of  the  intention  to  pay 
such  quota  as  aforesaid,  before  the  tenth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary next. 

[They  have  also  passed  acts  to  repeal  the  acts  pass- 
ed last  year  on  ths  “spur  of  the  moment,”  which 
altered  die  plan  by  which  members  of  congress  and 
electors  of  presiueni  we  e theretofore  chosen,  and 
retored  the  **ccu  tomed  forms-] 


Legislature  of  Vermont. 

O 

On  Saturday,  23d  October,  1813,  his  excellency 
gov.  C blittbni>f.ii,  met  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  addressed  them  in  the  following  spxbch. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council , and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

We  meet  under  prospects  not  the  most  flattering. 
Our  political  horizon  is  encircled  with  clouds  some* 
what  portentous.  It  is  a period  peculiarly  interesting 
as  it  respects  our  national  and  state  affairs,  and  most 
eventful  in  the  history  of  the  world  : A crisis  de- 
manding the  united  wisdom,  prudence,  and  firmness 
of  the  whole  community.  Under  these  views  and 
prospects,  and  with  a due  sense  of  my  own  inexpe- 
rience, and  imperfections,  it  is  with  extreme  diffi- 
dence that  I enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  me  by 
the  constituted  authorities  of  a moral  and  enlight- 
ened people.  But,  I do  it  cheerfully,  relying  on 
that  candor,  and  indulgence,  which  I have  hereto- 
fore so  often  experienced. 

The  national  constitution  having  wisely  placed 
our  foreign  relations  in  the  hands  and  tinder  the  con- 
trol of  the  general  government,  our  attention  will 
principally  be  directed  to  the  local  concerns  of  the 
state.  To  provide  for  the  protection,  and  promote 
the.  greatest  possible  prosperity  and  happiness  of  eve- 
ry class  of  citizens,  being  the  legitimate  object  of 
all  free  governments,  will  necessarily  claim  your  at- 
tention. The  peculiar  situation,  under  which  I am 
called  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  chief  magistrate, 
must  afford  an  apology  for  not  laving  before  you,  at 
this  time,  so  particular  a view  of  the  affairs  of  the 
state,  as  might  be  desirable.  But  I have  the  satis- 
faction of  believing,  that  the  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  legislature,  composed  of  men  elected 
from  every  portion  of  Lire  sta.e,  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  feelings  and  necessities  of  their 
constituents,  will  furnish  all  the  information  neces- 
sary to  promote  the  public  interest. 

The  preservation  of  all  free  governments  princi- 
pally depending  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  forcibly  recommends  the 
propriety  of  select  ing  for  office,  men  distinguished 
for  virtue  and  talents  ; such  as  will  enforce  their  pre- 
cepts by  moral  and  virtuous  example  ; disregarding 
tiiose  local  or  party  views  which  stimulate  one  part 
of  the  community  to  trample  on  the  rights  q!  the.. 
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a\h.er,  uu;l  to  sport  with  the  feelings  and  happiness 
sip  their  fellow  men.  In  just  retribution,  for  this 
perversion  of  reason,  this  violation  of  duty,  it  will 
generally  be  found  that  this  spirit  is  not  less  des- 
tructive to  the  happiness  of  the  aggressor  than  of  the 
aggrieved. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  of  the  militia  will 
not  fail  to  claim  your  deliberate  consideration.  I 
have  always  considered  this  force  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed, and  exclusively  assigned  for  the  service  and  pro- 
tection of  the  respective  states  ; excepting  in  the 
cases  provided  for  by  the  national  constitution,  viz. 
to  execute  the  lotos  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrection 
ami  repel  invasions.  It  never  could  have  been  con- 
templated by  the  wise  framers  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, who,  it  appears,  in  the  most  cautious  man- 
ner, guarded  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  or  by 
the  states  who  adopted  it,  that  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  were,  by  any  kind  of  magic,  at  once  to 
be  transformed  into  a -regular  army  for  the  purpose 
of  foreign  conquest  ; and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
a construction  should  have  been  given  to  the  consti- 
tution, so  peculiarly  burdensome,  and  oppressive  to 
that  important  class  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

The  known  spirit  and  patriotism  of  the  militia 
forbid  the  supposition  that  they  will  not  cheerfully 
perform  their  duty,  when  it  shall  be  clearly  defined 
and  their  rights  permanently  secured  ; and  nothing 
is  now  Wanted,  but  proper  regulations  and  suitable 
encouragement  to  render  them  an  efficient  force  for 
nil  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  national  and 
state  constitutions.  But  a recurrence  to  our  present 
militia  system  will  evince  the  propriety  of  many  al- 
terations and  amendments.  The  propriety,  likewise, 
of  many  alterations  in  our  present  mode  of  laws  may 
be  apparent.  But  that  subject  being  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  honorable  council  of  censors,  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  waiting  the  result 
of  their  deliberations.  The  state  of  our  financial 
concerns  will  be  derived  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment; and  the  known  integrity  and  ability,  with 
which  the  duties  of  that  office  have  been  performed, 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  its  correctness.  And  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  no  additional  burdens  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  present  year. 
A consideration  of  the  embarrassed  situation  of  our 
commerce — the  great  source  of  national  and  indivi- 
dual income,  in  times  of  prosperity,  and  the  heavy 
burthens  soon  to  be  imposed  in  the  form  of  direct 
and  internal  taxes,  cannot  fail  to  recommend  a strict 
attention  to  the  principles  of  economy,  both  public 
and  private. 

The  national  constitution  very  justly  enjoins  due 
obedience  to  all  the  laws  and  regulations,  which  are 
made  in  conformity  to  it.  Ilut  the  same  charter  of 
our  political  rights  ensures  us  the  freedom  of  speech: 
a right  never  to  be  resigned,  while  a single  vestige 
of  civil  liberty  remains.  It  is,  therefore,  our  un 
questionable  right,  and,  at  periods  iikethe  present, 
it  may  he  considered  our  duty,  not  only  to  reflect  on 
the  state  of  our  public  affairs  ; but  with  a manly  and 
temperate  frankness,  becoming  freemen,  to  express 
our  sentiments  respecting  them  ; and  in  the  exercise 
of  all  fair  and  constitutional  means,  endeavor  to  pro- 
duce such  a state  of  things,  as  will  promote  a just, 
secure  and1  honorable  peace,  and  avert  the  evils  we 
feel,  and  the  much  greater,  which  we  have  reason  to 
expect,  from  a war  with  the  most  powerful  nation 
of  Europe,  and  from  the  toils  and  intrigues,  still 
more  dangerous,  of  another.  The  war,  in  which, 
we  are  engaged,  would  require  the  united  wisdom 
and  energy  of  the  nation  to  sustain.  It  was  declar- 
ed under  circumstances,  which  forcibly  induced  a 
great  proportion  of  the  people  to  consider  it,  at  least, 
doubtful,  as  tjo  its  necessity,  expedience  or  justice,  i 


And  its  continuance  has  become  still  more  so,  since 
the  removal  of  the  orders  in  council,  the  p me. pal 
aiieclgea  cause  of  it.  The  subject  of  impressment 
never  having  been  considered  a sufficient  cause  of 
war  bv  either  of  the  preceding  administrations,  and 
having  been  once  adjusted  by  two  of  the  present  ca- 
binet, Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  ministers  on 
our  pr.rr,  in  such  a manner,  ns  was  by  them  stated 
to  be  both  safe  and  honorable  to  our  country ; it 
would  seem  that  it  ought  not  now  to  lie  considered 
an  insuperable  obstacle  to  a fair  and  honorable  peace, 
or  an  adequate  cause  lor  a protracted,  expensive  ami 
destructive  war.  The  conquest  of  the  Canadas,  of 
which  so  much  has  been  saiu,  if  desirable  under  any 
circumstances,  must  be  considered  a poor  compen- 
sation for  the  sacrifices,  which  are  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  made.  Notwithstanding  the  multiplied 
embarrassments,  and  afflictive  judgments,  witu 
which  we  are  visited,  yet,  as  a people,  our  si ui.it i. ip 
is  enviable  compared  with  that  of  many  other  por- 
tions of  our  feiiow  men,  who  are  groaning  under  the 
icon  hand  of  despotism  and  oppression  ? and  we  h ve 
the  highest  reason  to  express,  with  grateful  hearts, 
our  dependence  on  an  indulgent  Providence  for  tbe 
bouinies  of  the  present  season,  and  other  innumera- 
ble, unmerited  blessings,  we  still  enjoy. 

Should  the  documents  of  the  office  furnish  matter 
fov  your  consideration,  it  will  be  made  the  subject,  of 
a future. , communication.  In  the  prosecution  of  ti.o 
important  business  of  the  session,  you  may  lie  assur- 
ed that  every  measure  calculated  to  pi-omo  e the  se- 
curity, prosperity  or  happiness  of  our  constituents, 
shsdl  meet  with  my  cordial  co-operation  and  suppor’* 
I *m  sensible,  that  in  times  of  party  heat,  and  gene- 
ral commotion,  passion  too  often  usurps  the  pi.iceof 
reason  ; — which  seldom  fails  to  lead  to  aw  improper 
result.  But,  with  a firm  reliance  on  the  assistance; 
of  ]>ivine  Providence,  l trust  we  shall  never  disre- 
gard those  duties,  which  are  enforced  by  the  m.tion-d 
and  state  constitutions,  and  which,  if  steadily  pur- 
sued, will  not  fail  to  result  in  the  promotion  of  tlni 
p ubiLc  good. 

MAKTJN  CRITTENDEN. 


Austrian  Manifesto. 

The  Austrian  monarchy,  has  been  compelled,  by  its  situation.hy 
its  various  connections  with  the  other  powers,  and  i's  importance 
in  the  confederacy  of  European  states,  to  engage  i’i  most  of  tito»-i 
wars  which  have  ravaged  Europe  tor  upwards  of  U enty  years.— 
Throughout  the  progress  of  these  arduous  stru^i-s,  the  same  Apo- 
litical principle  has  invaiiablv  directed  his  imperial  mn.j--.sty.  A 
lover  of  peace  from  a sense  of  duty,  from  his  ownnr.tnr.il  fivlfcgs 
and  from  attachment  to  his  people  ; free  f rom  all  ambitious  thoughts, 
of  couuuest  and  aggrandizement,  hi*  majesty  has  only  taken  up 
arms  when  called  by  the  urgent  necessity  of  self-preservation,  by 
an  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  contiguous  states  inseparable  from  hrs 
own  or  by  the  danger  of  beholding  the  entire  social  system  or  Eu- 
rope a prey  to  lawless  and  absolute  power.  To  promote  justice 
and  order  have  been  the  object  of  his  majesty’s  life  and  reign  ; for 
these  alone  has  Austria  contended.  If  in  these  frequently  unsuc-r 
cessftil  contests,  deep  wounds  have  been  inflicted  on  the  monarchy, 
still  his  majesty  has  the  consolation  to  reflect,  that  the  fat?:  cf  his 
empire  has  not  beeu  hazarded  upon  needless  and  violent  enterpri- 
ses ; that  all  his  decisions  were  justified  before  God,  his  people,  hi* 
contemporaries, and  posterity. 

Notwithstanding  the  mpst  ample  preparations,  the  war  in  l'S-'.O. 
would  have  brought  the  suite  to  min,  had  not  the  ev-r  mentor;* hie 
bravery  of  the  army, and  the  spirit  of  true  patriotism  which  n«i» 
mated  all  parts  of  the  monarchy,  overbalanced  even*  advers^oevur- 
rente.  The  honor  of  the  nation  and  its  ancient  renown  in  -arms, 
were  happily  upheld  during  all  the  mischances  of  this  war;  hut 
valuator  provinces  were  lost;  and  Austria,  fey  the  cession  01  the 
countries  bordering  upon  the  Adriatic,  w as  deprived  of  all  share 
in  maritime  commerce,  one  of  the  most  efficient  .m  ans  ufpromot« 
iug  her  industry ; a blow  which  wouP  hav>  bean  mors  sensibly  felt, 
had  not  at  the  same  time  the  whole  continent,  been  closed  by" a ge- 
neral and  destructive  system,  preventing  all  commercial  inter- 
course, and  almost  suspending  all  communication  amongst  nation*. 

The  progress  and  fesult  of  this  war,  fully  satisfied  his  majesty, 
that  in  the  obvious  impossibility  «f  an  immediate  ami  thorough  im- 
provement of  the  political  condition  ol  Europe,  shaken  as  it  was 
to  its  v-ry  foundation^  the  exertions  of  individual  states  in  ile-ir 
own  defence  instead  ol  sotiing  bounds  to  the  general  distr-ss  would 
only  tend  to  destroy  the  little  strength  they  still  retained,  would 
hasten  laefoll  of  the  v I*  Ay  and  even  destroy  ail  hopes  of  iotpr# 
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aH(l  better  times.  Under  this  conviction,  his  majesty  foresaw  tin* 
Important  advantages  that  would  result  from  a peace,  which,  is 
secured  for  some  ywirst  might  check  this  overgrown  and  hitherto 
irresistible  power,  might  allow  his  monarchy  tiiat  repose  which 
V’r5  indispensable  to  the  restoration  of  his  finances  and  his  army, 
and  at  the  same  time  procure  to  toe  neighboring  state#  a period  ol 
rek  ation,  which,  if  managed  with  prudence  and  activity,  might 
jnepare  the  way  to  more  fortunate  results.  Such  a peace,  itndei 
tbf  existing  circumstances  of  danger,  was  the  only  oue  to  be  ob- 
tained by  an  extraordinary  .effort.  The  emperor  was  sensible  of  it, 
urn!  ma  t.  this  effort  for  the  preservation- of  the  empire,  for  tit. 
inos*  sacred  interests  of  mankind,  aa  a security  against  immeasur- 
able evils,  as  a pledge  of  the  future  order  of  things,,  his  majesty  s<t- 
eri fi cod  what  was  dearest  to  his  heart.  With  this  view  exalted  h- 
boveaii  M.-tnon  scruples,  armed  against  every  misconstruction  of 
the  moment,  an  alliance  was  formed  which  was  intended  by  a sens, 
ol  some  security  to  re-animate  the  weaker  and  more  suffering  pat- 
ty, after  the  miseries  of  an  unsuccessful  struggle  to  incline  the 
stronger  and  victorious  one  to  a course  of  moderation  and  justice, 
without  wliich.  the  eoinmunity  of  states  can  only  be  considered 
as  n community  of  misery. 

Ills  majesty  w as  the  mors  justified  in  these  expectations,  because 
at  the  time  of  tin-  consuwmstion  of  his  Union  the  emperor  Napo- 
leon bad  attained  that  point  of  his  career  when  the  preservation 
of  his  conquests  was  a more  natural  and  desirable  object  than  a 
V:  stl  -ss  struggle  after  new  possessions — Any  faithrr  extension  of 
Iris  dominions,  long  since  outstretching  their  proper  limits,  was  at- 
tended with  evident  dsng-r,  not  only  to  France,  already  sinking 
tinder  the  burthen  o Ins  conquests  but  even  to  Iris  own  persqnal  in- 
terest. What  his  authority  gained  in  extent,  it  necessarily  lost  in 
point  of  security!  By  an  union  w ith  the  most  ancient  imperial  fa- 
mily in  Christendom*  the  edifice  of  Iris  greatness  acquired  in  the 
ryes  of  tb'*  French  nation  ami  of  the  world,  sucii  an  addition  of 
strength  and  perfection,  that  any  ulterior  scheme  of  aggrandise* 
merit  must  only  Weaken  and  destroy  its  stability.  What  France, 
what  Europe,  what  so  many  oppressed  and  despairing  nations 
earnestly  demanded  ol  Heaven,  a sound  policy  prescribed  to  the 
tri'impkf.;:t  ruler  as.  a law  of  seif  preservation— and  it  was  allow- 
ed to  hop*  th;>t  so,  many  great  and  united  motives  waitild  prevail 
over  the  ambition  of  an' individual. 

If  these  flattering  prospects  were  destroyed,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  Austria.  After  many  years  fruitless  exertions,  after  boundless 
•sacrifices  of  ifvfvy  description,  there  existed  sufficient  motives  for 
the  attempt  to  procure  a better  order  of  things  by  confidence  and 
foncrss'uiu,  when  Streams  of  blood  had  hitherto  produced  nothing 
but  misery  and  destruction  j nor  can  his  majesty  ever  regret  that 
V*  has  been  induced  to  attempt  it. 

rflie  year  1SI0  was  not  yet  closed,  the  war  still  raged  in  Spain, 
the  poope  of  Germany  had  scarce  been  allowed  a sufficient  time 
to- receiver  from  the  devastations  of  the  two  former-wars,  wheu.  in 
an  evil  hour  the  emperor  Napoleon  resolved  to  unite  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  North  of  Germany  with  the  mass  of  countries 
which  bore  t lie  name  of  the  French  empire,  and  to  rob  the  ancient 
free  commercial  cities  of  Ilanibtygh,  Bremen  and  Lubeck.  first  of 
t eir  political,  and  shortly  alter  of  tiitir  commercial  existence,  and 
with  that  of  their  means  of  subsistence.  This  violent  step  was, 
adopted  without  even  any  plausible  pretensions,  in  contempt  of 
every  decent  form,  without  any  previous  declaration,  or  commu- 
nication with  auv  other  cabinet,  under  the  arbitrary  and  f utile 
pretext  that  the  w ar  with  England  required  it. 

This  cruel  system,  which  was  intended  to  destroy  the  commerce 
of  the  would,  at  lire  expense  of  the  independence, -the  prosperity, 
the  rights  and  dignity,  audio  utter  ruin  pi  the  public  and  private 
property  of  nil  the  continental  powers,  was  pursued  with  unre- 
leniirsg  sc.-v.iity.  in  the  vain  expectation  of  forcing  a result  [the 
subjugation  of  England]  which,  had  it  not  fortunately  proved  ttn- 
ptfcri.iablr,  would  have  plunged  Europe  for  a long  time  to  come 
into  a state  of  poverty,  impotence  ana  barbarity. 

The  decree  by  .wlucii  a new-  French  dominion  Was  established  on 
the  German  coasts,  umi  r the  title  of  a thirty-second  military  di- 
vision, was  in  itself  sufficiently  calculated  lo  raise  the  suspicions 
i ■ the  adjoining  states,  am!  ji'  was  the  more  'alarming  to  them  as 
rite  forerunner  of  future  and  greater  dangers’.  By  this  decree  it 
became  evident  that  the  system ‘which  had  been  created  in  France 
(although  previously  transgressed,  yet  5 till  proclaimed  to  lie  in  ex- 
istence), the  system  of  the  pretended  natural  hoists  of  the  French 
empir'e,  was  without  any  farther  justification  or  explanation,  over- 
thrown, anti  even  the  emperor’#  arbitrary  acts  were  in  the  same 
ni-bitraryniiRimcr  annihilated — neither  the  princes  of  the  Rhenish 
Botifedeuacj*  nor  the  kingdom  ol  Westphalia,  no  territory,  great  or 
s ohil,  was  spared  iu  the  accomplishment  of  tltj*  ‘dreadful  usttrpa- 
rion.  Ta»  boundary  drawn  by  blind  caprice  without  cither  ml-  or 
plan,  without  ar.y  cdr.sideratiuu  of  ancient. or  more  recent  political 
r.luUons,  inters -cted  riv?-is  »'«}  countries,  cut  off  the  middle  and 
p91ltl1e.ru  states  of  Grraiany.from  all  connection  with  the  German 
passe  ! the  Eju--,  separated  Denmark  from  Germany, "laid  its 
jm- tensions  even  to  the  Baltic,  and  seemed  to  be  rapidly  approach- 
ing the  line  of  Prussian  fortresses  stijl  occupied  on  the  Oder,  and 
>0  little  did  this  act  of  usurpation  (however  powerfully  it  affected 
- •!  rights  and  possessions,  all  geographic,  political  and  mifitarv 
|me«  of  demarcation)  carry  with  it  a character  oi‘  determinate  and 
cduipKf:*.  accession  oft  rritory,  that  it  was  impossible  to  view  it  in 
*njy  olhef.ijght  than  as .over tinner  of  still  greater  usurpations,  by 
ivirich  one  half  of  Germany,  was  lo  hpcouie  a French  province, 
iuid  tlie  emperor  Napoleon  thy  ansoltite  ruler  of  the  continent. 

To  Russia  and  Prussia  this  unnatural  extension  of  the  French 
t ■•rritory  could  no.tfail  of  producing  the  most  serious  alarm.  The 
la  it  r,  surrounded  on  ail  sides,  no  longer  capable  of  free  action, 
it  prived  ol  every  mentis  of  obtaining  fresh  strength,  appeared 
fastening  to  its  dissolution.  Russia,  aliv-ady  in  fear  for  li  . r western 
im:  tier  by  the  conversion  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  declared  a fire 
••  .!y  by  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  into  a French  military  post,  and  of  a 
£>eat  part  ol  F.w.'pid  into  a French  province,  could  not  but  ace, 


in  tiie  advance  of  the  French  dominion  along  the  sea  coast, 
and  in  the  new  chains  prepared  for  Prussia,  the  imminent  danger 
of  her  German  and  Polish  possessions.  From  this  moment  then- 
lore,  the  rupture  between  France  and  Russia  was  as  good  as  decided. 

Not  without  deep  and  just  anxiety  did  Austria  observe  the  storm 
which  was  gathering.  The  scene  of  hostilities  would  iu  every  ease 
lie  contiguous  to  b . r provinces,  wliich  owing  to  the  financial  system 
which  hail  cramped  the  restoration  of  her  military  means,  were  in 
n very  defenceless  state.  In  a higher  point  of  view,  the  struggle 
wliich  awaited  Prussia  appeared  still  more  doubtful,  as  it  commen- 
ced under  the  same  unavoidable  conjuncture  of  affairs,  with  the 
same  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  other  powers,  and  with 
the  same  disproportion  in  their  relative  means,  consequently  was 
just  as  hopeless  as  all  former  struggles  of  the  same  nature.  His 
majesty  the  emperor  made  every  effort  in  his  power  by  friendly 
mediation  with  both  parties  to  avert  the  impending  storm.  No  hu- 
man judgment  could  at  that  time  forsee  that  the  period  was  so  near 
at  hand,  when  the  failure  of  these  f riendly  attempts  should  prove 
more  injurious  to  tbe  emperor  Napoleon  than  to  Iris  opponents. 
Thus,  however,  it  was  resolved  by  the  wisdom  of  Providence. 

When  the  commencement  of  hostilities  was  no  longer  doubted, 
his  ma  jesty  was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  measures  which,  in 
so  unnatural  and  dangerous  conjuncture,  might  combine  Iris  own 
security  with  just  consideration  for  tbe  real  interest  of  neighboring 
states.  The  system  of  unarmed  inaction  the  only  neutrality  which 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  according  to  his  own  declarations,  would 
ha  ve  permitted,  was  by  every  maxim  of  policy-  wholly  inadmissible, 
and  would  at  least  have  proved  only  a vain  endeavor  to  shrink  from 
the  approaching  trial.  A power  so  important  as  Austria  could  not 
renounce  all  participation  in  tbe  interest  of  Europe,  nor  could  she 
place  herself  in  a situation  in  which,  equally  ineffective  in  peace 
or  war.  she  would  lose  her  voice  and  influence  in  all  great  negotia- 
tions, without  acquiring  any  guarantee  tor  the  security  of  her  own 
frontier.  To  prepare  for  war  against  France  would  have  been, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  as  little  consonant  with  equity 
as  with  prudence.  The  emperor  Napoleon  bad  given  his  majesty 
no  personal  ground  for  hostile  proceedings : and  the  prospect  of 
attaining  many  beneficial  results  by  a skilful  employment  of  the 
established  friendly  n iaiions,  by  confidential  representations,  and 
by'  conciliatory  councils,  bail  not  been  abandoned  as  hopeless.  Antf 
with  regard  to  tbe  immediate  interests  of  Use  state  such  a revolution 
would  inevitably  have  been  attended  with  this  consequence— *tltaC 
tbe  Austrian  territory  would  have  become  tbe  first  and  principal 
seat  of  war,  which  with  its  well  known  deficiency  of  means  of 
defence  could,  in  a short  time,  have  overthrown  the  monarchy. 

In  this  painful  situation  bis  majesty  bad  no  other  resource  than 
to  take  the  field  on  the  side  of  France.  To  take  up  ai  ms  for  France, 
in  the  real,  sens*-  of  the  worn,  would  have  been  a measure  not  only 
in  contradiction  with  the  duties  and  principles  of  the  emperor,  but 
eyen. with  th«  repeated  declamtioas  of  Iris  cabinet,  which  had,  with- 
out syiy  reserve,  disapproved  of  this  war.  On  the  signature  of  the 
the  treaty  of  the  12th  March,  1812,  his  majesty  proceeded  upon 
two  distinct  principles  : Tilt?  first,  as  is  proved  by  tbe  words  of  tbe 
treaty,  was  to  leave  no  means  untried,  which  might  sooner  or  later 
obtain  a peace:  the  other  was  to  place  himself  internally-  and  ex- 
ternally in  a position, _ which, if  it  should  prove  impossible  to  effect 
a peace,  or  in  case  the  turn  of  the  \y:u"  should  render  decisive  mea-- 
s.ures  in  this  part  necessary,  would  enable  Austria  to  act  with  inde- 
pendence, and  in  either  of  th-s*  cases  to  adqpt  the  measures  which 
a just  and  wise  policy-  should  prescribe.  Upon  this  principle  it  was 
that  only  a fixed  and  comparatively  smalt  part  of  the  army  was 
destined  to  co-operate  in  the  war,  and  the  other  military  resources, 
at  that  time  in  a state  of  readiness,  or  that  still  remained  to  be  pre- 
pared, were  not  called  forth  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war.  By  % 
kind  of  tacit  agreement  between  the  belligerents,  the  Austrian 
territory  was  even  treated  as  neutral  The  real  end  and  views  of- 
the  system  adopted  by  hist  majesty,  could  not  escape  tbe  notice  of 
France,  Russia,  or  any  liel'iigt-’rrnt  observer. 

Tlie  campaign  of  1812  furnishes  a memorable  example  of  the 
fitilnre  of  an  undertaking  supported  by  gigantic  powers,  conducted 
by  a captain  of  tbe  first  rank,  when,  in  the  confidence  of  great 
niilitsry  talents,  he  despises  the  rules  of  prudence,  and  oatstepj 
the  bounds  of  nature.  Tlie  illusion  of  glory  carried  the  emperor 
Napoleon  into  the  heart  of  the  Russian  empire ; and  a false  politi- 
cal view  of  things  induced  him  to  imagine  that  he  should  dictate  a 
peace  In  Moscow,  should  cripple  the  Russian  power  for  half  a 
century,  and  then  varturn victorious.  When  the  magnanimous  con- 
stancy of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  the  glorious  deeds  of  ins  warriors , 
and  the  unshaken  fidelity  of  bis  people,  put  an  end  to  his  dream, 
it  was  too  late  t«  repent  it  with  impunity.  The  whole  French  army 
was  scattered  and  destroyed ; in  less  than  four  months,  we  have 
seen  tilt-  theatre  of  war  transferred  from  the  Dnieper  and  the  Dwi- 
tia  to  the  Oder  and  the  Elbe. 

This  rapid  and  extraordinary  change  of  fortune  was  the  fore- 
runner of  an  important  revolution  in  all  the  political  relations  of 
Europ-’.  The  confederacy  of  Russia,  Great  Britain  and  Sweden, 
presented  a point  of  union  to  all  neighboring  states.  Prussia 
whom  report  bad  long  declared  determined  to  resist  all,  to  prefer 
even  tiie  danger  of  immediate  political  destruction  to  the  lingering 
sufferings  of  continued  oppression,  seized  the  favorable  moment 
and  threw  herself  into  the  arms  of  tbe  allies.  Many  greater  and 
smaller  princes  of  Germany  were  ready  to  do  the  same.  Every* 
where  the  anient  desires  of  the  people  anticipated  the  regular 
proeet dings  Of  tlieir  governments.  Their  impatience  to  live  iii 
independence,  and  tinder  tlieir  own  laws,  the  sentiment  of  woqnd- 
ed  national  honor,  and  tin-  hatred  of  a foreign  dominion,  broke  out 
to  bright  flames  on  ail  sides. 

His  majesty  the  emperor,  too  intelligent  not  to  consider  this 
change  ofaftaiis,  as  tbe  natural  ami  necessary  consequences  ol  a 
previous  violent  political  convulsion,  and  too  just  to  view  it  in 
ang'-r,  was  sob-Jy  bent  Upon  scouring,  by  deep  digested  and  well 
cam biaed  measures,  the  real  ami  permanent  interests  of  tbe  Ettro- 
jj?an  commonwealth.  Already- in  the  beginning  of  December 
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Considerable  step*  had  been  taken  on  the  part  of  th"  Austrian  ca-  allow  further  scope  t®  the  bravery  of  their  troops  than  the  momraJ: 
-L-  ’ ' ^ - i r quired.  and  preserved  a considerable  |>art  •!’  thrir  str<Mi$ch  f to 

a period,  when,  with  mor  extended  means,  they  migllPtoft'k  to 
t)i  attainment  of  greater  objects.  For  the  9aine  cause,  ahA  with  a 
view  to  the  der  elopement  of  events,  tie  y consent*  d to  the  armistieq. 

In  the  oieau  time  the  retreat  of  tin*  allies  had  for  tin*  moment 
given  an  app  arance  to  the  war  which  daily  became  more  inter- 
esting to  the  emperor,  from  the  impossibility,  if  it  should  proceed, 
of  his  remaining  an  inactive  spectator  of  it.  The  fat-  of  the  Prus- 
sian monarch  was  a point  which  peculiarly  attracted  the  attention 
ofhis  maj'  sty,  feeling  as  the  emperor  .did,  that  the  restoration  of  the 
Prussian  .monarchy  was  tin  first  step  towards  that  of  the  whole 
political  system  of  Europe,  and  he  viewed  the  danger  in  which  lie 
now  stood,  as  t qually  affecting  himself.  Already  in  the  month  of 
April  had  the  emperor  Napoleon  suggested  to  the  Austrian  cabinet, 
that  he  considered  the  dissolution  of  th?  Prussian  monarchy  as  u 
natural  consequence  of  her  defection  from  France  and  of  the  ooutf- 
rotation  of  the  war,  and  that  it  now  only  depends  upon  Austria  tcvpdd 
tlie  most  important  and  most  flourishing  of  her  province!*  to  its 
own  state:  a suggestion  which  showed  distinctly  enough,  that  rtp 
means  could  properly  be  neglected  to  save  that  power.  If  this 
great  object  could  not  be  obtained  by  a just  peace  it  was  necessary 
to  support  Russia  and  Prussia  by  a powertul  co-operation.  Fro'.u 
this  natural  view  of  things,  upon  which  even  France  coull  no 
longer  deceive  h-rst-H)  his  majesty  continued  his  preparations  with 
unwearied  activity;  Ik-  quitted  in  the  early  part  of  July  his  resf- 
dsuci-  and  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of  action,  in  order 
the  more  effectually  to  labor  lbr  the  negotiation  of  peace,  which 
still  continued  to  he  the  object  of  his  most  ardent  desires,  aigl 
partly  to  be  able  the.  more  effectually  to  conduct  liie  preparations 
for  war,  if  no  other  choice  should  remain  for  Austria. 

A short  time  before,  the  emperor  Napoleon  had  declared,  “that 
he  had  proposed  a congress  to  l>e  held  at  Prague,  where  plenipo* 
tentiaries  from  France,  the  United  States  of  North- America,  Den- 
mark, the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  other  allied  princes  ou  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other,  plenipotentiaries  of  England,  Russia, 
issja,  and  the  Spanish  insurgents,  and  the  other  allies  of  this 


® i t,  in  order  to  dispose  the  emperor  Napoleon  to  qni  t and 
pi  iccfal  policy,  on  grounds  which  equally  int  r.  st<-d  the  world 
-ami  hi*  own  welfare.  These  steps  w r-  from  time  to  time  renewed 
amienibrevd.  Hope*  had  been  entertained  that  the  impression  of 
lan  year’s  campaign,  the  recollection  of  th  ■ fruitless  sacrifice  ot  an 
itii.n  use  army,  the  severe  mussner  s of  every  description  that 
Would  be  necessary  to  replace  tluit  loss,  the  d ‘Cided  disinclination 
of  France,  and  of  all  those  nations  eonuect-d  with  le  v to  a war 
Which  without  any  prospect  of  future  indemnification  exhausted 
and  ruined  her  internal  strength  ; that  lastly,  even  a calm  reflet- 
tio.i  on  the  douoiful  issue  of  this  new  and  highly  imminent  crisis, 
would  move  the  emperor  to  lisun  to  the  representations  of  Austria. 
The  tone  of  these  representations  was  carefully  adapted  to  the 
Ciivii  nstauees  of  the  times,  serious  as  the  greatness  of  theobj-ot, 
moderate  as  the  desir  of  a favorable  issue,  and  as  the  xistmg 
friendly  relation*  required. 

That  tliia  overture  flowing  from  so  pure  a motive  should  be  d - 
old  til y rejected,  could  not  certainly  be  foreseen.  But  the  manner 
in  wmeh  they  were  received,  and  "still  more  the  striking  contrast 
lb  l\v  11  the  s.-iiti!iv-nts  entertained  by  Austria  and  t!»t  whole  con- 
duct of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  to  the  period  ofthes  unsuccessful 
«ndeavors  for  peace  soon  destroyed  the  best  hopes  that  were  enter- 
tained. Instead  of  endeavoring  by  a moderate  language  to  improv  - 
sit  f’Hs:  our  view  at"  the  future,  and  to  lessen  the  general  tlespon. 
dents,  ic  was  on  1 very  occasion  solemnly  declared,  before  the  Uiglv- 
csr  authorities  in  France,  that  the  emperor  would  hear  of  no  pro- 
position for  peace,  that  should  violat  • tie  integrity  of  the  French 
empire,  in  ih?  Fr  •neb  sense  of  the  word,  or  that  should  makeany 
pretension  to  tlie  arbitrarily  incorporated  provinc-. 

A t the  same  time,  eventual  conditions,  with  which  this  selflcreated 
boundary  did  not  appear  to  have  any  relation,  were  spoken  ofl  at 
one  time  menacing  indignation,  at  another  with  hitter  contempt— 
as  if  it  had  not  b en  possible  to  declare  in  terms  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct, the  resolution  ol  the  emperor  Napobon,  not  to  make  to  the 
geposeof  the  world  even  one  single  nominal  sacrifice. 

The*,  hostile  demonstrations  were  attended  with  this  particular 
mortification  to  Austria,  that  they  placed  even  the  invitations  to 
peace  with  this  cabinet,  with  the  knowledge  ami  apparent  consent 


g ous  light,  flic  sovereigns  united  against  France,  instead  of  any 
answer  to  Austria’s  propositions  for  negotiation,  and  her  offers  of 
mediation,  laid  before  her  the  public  declarations  of  the  Fiviuji 
emperor.  And  when  in  the  month  of  March,  bis  majesty  sent  a 
minister  to  Loudon,  to  invite  England  to  share  in  negotiation  for 
peace,  the  British  ministry  replied,  “that  they  would  not  believe 
Austria  still  entertained  any  hopes  of  peace,  when  the  emperor 
Napoleon  had  in  the  mean  time  expressed  sentiments  Which  could 
only  tend  to  the  perpetuation  of  war a declaration  which  was 
the  more  pai.ful  to  his  majesty,  the  more  it  was  just  and  well 
founded. 


hostile  mass,  should  meet,  and  lav  the  ground  work  of  a durable 
peace  with  this  cabinet,  with  the  knowledge  ami  apparent  consent  p -ace,”  To  whom  this  proposition  was  addressed,  in  what  man- 
of  Franc-',  made  to  other  courts,  in  a faJs..  and  highly  disadvanta-i  n.-r,  in  what  diplomatic  form,  through  whose  organ,  it  could  have 

“ *'  1 ‘ *”  ‘ 1 ' ‘ ” ’ j _.<• bean  done,  was  pi  rfectly  unknown  to  the  Austrian  cabinet  ; which 

only  was  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstance  through  the 
mediation  of  the  public  prints.  How  too,  sudi  a project  could  be 
brought  to  bear— how  from  the  combination  of  such  dissimilar 
elements,  without  any  previously  regulated  plan, a negoeiation  for 
peace  was  tp  be  set  on  foot,  was  so  little  to  be  comprehended,  that 
it  was  very  allowable  to  consider  the  whole  proposition  rather  as  a 
play  of  tlie  imagination,  than  as  a serious  invitation  to  die  adoption 
of  a great  political  me  sure. 

I Perfectly  acquainted  with  a!!  the  obstacles  to  a general  peace", 
Austria  had  long  cor.  is  hie  red  whether  this  distant  and  difiicujt. 
Austria,  however,  did  not  upo.  this  account,  cense  to  impress  in  object  was  not  rather  to  be  attained  progressively,  and,  in  this 
more  forcible  and  distinct  t-rms  the  necessity  of  peace,  upon  the'  opinion,  had  expressed  heiwjf  both  to  France,  and  to  Russia  and 
^nindof  the  emperor  0;  France;  directed  in  all  her  measures  bv|  Prussia  upon  the  subject  of  a continental  peace.  Not  that  the 
this  principle,  that,  as  all  order  and  balance  ol  power  in  Europe  j Austrian  court  had  misconceived,  even  fora  moment,  the  necessity 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  boundless  superiority  of  France,  no  i-aljand  importance  of  an  umwrsal  peace  among  all  the  great  powers 
peace  was  t<<  be  • xp<  cud,  uni.  ss  that  superiority  were  diminished,  j of  Europe,  and  without  which  there  was  no  hope  of  either  safety 
llis  majesty  in  the  mean  time  adopted  every  necessary  measure  to ' or  happine»»,or  Jiad  imagined  that  the  continent  could  exist,  if  the  *■- 
®tfength*m  and  concentrate  his  arnii.-s ; sensible  that  Austria  must  j paration  of  England  »v:v  not  invariably  considered  us  a most  deadly 
b prepar-il  for  war  if  her  mediation  were  lobe  entirely  uua- 1 evil ! The  negoeiation  which  Austria  proposed,  after  the  alarming 
vailing.  His  imperial  majesty  had  moreover  been  long  since  per-  declaration  of  France  had  nearly  destroyed  all  hopes  of  England 
suaded,  the  probability  of  an  iso  mediate  share  in  the  war,  would  no  uniting  hr  endeavors  in  the  attempt  to  procure  a general  peace, 
longer  be  xcluded  from  his  calculations.  The  actual  stare  af  tilings  was  an  epicntia.l  part  of  the  grt-ut  approaching  negoeiation,  for  a 
could  not  be  continued;  of  ibis  the  emperor  was  convinced:  this  general  and  effective  congress  tor  peace:  it  was  intended  as  pre- 
conviction  was  the  main-spring  of  his  actions,  and  was  naturally  (.oratory  ta  this,  to  draw  up  the  preliminary  articl-s  of  the  future 
strengthened  by  the  failure  of  any  attempt  to  procure  a ptaee.—  treaty,  io  pave  the  way  by  a long  continental  armistice  to  a more 
The  result  was  apparent.  By  one  means  or  the  other,  either  by  I extended  and  durable  negoeiation.  Had  the  principle  upon  which 
negoeiation  or  by  force  of  arms,  a new  state  of  things  must  be!  Austria  advanced  been  other  than  this,  neither  Russia  nor  Prussia, 
effected.  j bound  by  the  strongest  ties  to  England,  would  cv«r  have  listened  to 

The  emperor  Napoleon  w'as  not  only  aware  of  the  Austrian  pre-'ihe  proposals  of  the  Austrian  cabinet 
orations  for  war,  nut  «ven  acknowledged  them  as  necessary,  and  A ’ter  th  Russian  and  Prussian  c< 
mified  them  in  more  than  one  instance.  He  had  sufficient  reason  deuce  in  his  majesty,  highly  flattering 


pa  rations 
justified 

to  believe  that  his  majesty  the  emperor,  at  so  decisive  a period  for 
the  fate  of  the  whole  world,  would  lay  aside  all  personal  and  mo- 
mentary feelings,  would  alone  consult  the  lasting  welfare  of  Aus- 
tria, and  of  the  countries  by  which  she  is  surrounded,  and  would 

resolve  nothing  but  wdiat  this  great  motive  should  impose  as  a duty  purpose  his  imperial  majesty  resolved  towards  t lie  end  of  th 
upon  him.  I he  Austrian  cabinet  had  never  expressed  itself  in  I month 


courts,  animated  by  a cotifi. 
whly  flattering  to  the  emperor,  had  already 
declared  their  concurrence  in  the  proposed  congress  under  the 
mediation  of  Austria,  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  t!i«  formal 
ass.  ut  of  the  emperor  Napoleon  and  to  determine  upon  what 
principle  the  negoeiation*  tor  peace  were  to  be  carried  on.  For  this 


-xpivssetl  itself  in  I inontti  of  June  to  send  his  ministers  for  foreign  affairs  to  Dreadem 
ter  ns  that  would  warrant  any  other  construction,  and  yet  the  I The  result  of  this  mission  was  » convention  concluded  upon  tins 
French  did  not  only  acknowledge  that  the  Austrian  mediation  1 30th  June  accepting  the  mediation  of  his  imperial  tnaicstv  in-tlv 
could  only  be 


power.  Whatever  the,  French  government  could  either  hope  or!  was  determined  hy  the  same  convention  that  the  emperor  Napoleon 
fear  froin  Austria,  this  acknowledgin' nt  was  of  itself  a previous  i should  not  give  notic  • of  the  rupture  of  the  armistice,  which 
justilfcatu  n o‘  the. whole  intended  and  hitherto,  adopted  measures  | to  terminate- on  the  20th  of  July,  at  that  time  existing 
“of  his  niipeiial  majesty.  I himself  and  Russia,  till  the  10th Of  August;  and  his  rm 


universally  acknowledged  military  talents  of  their  leader, and  uartly 
to  the  pohtcal  combinations  by  which  the  allied  sovereigns  wer  ■ 
guided  in  all  their  undertakings.  They  acted  under  th.:  just  sun- 


laj-sty  another  proof  of  tfulr  confidence,  and  at  thes 
satisfy  tim  world  that  they  would  nut  refuse  any  prospect  of  peace, 
however  confined  it  might  lie,  that  they  would  not  refuse  any  o* 

..  ..  .....  just  slip-  tempt  which  might  prepare  tbe  way  to  it,  ov'-rea'ine  every  eoiisid*— 

jiosuion,  that  a cause  like  the  one  in  which  they  wi  re  engaged,  ration.  The  only  alteration  made’ in  the  convention  of  tho  30lb 
could  not  possinly  he  confined  to  themselves,  that  sooner  or  later.  | June,  was,  that  th-»  term  of  opening  tin*  congress,  sinua  the  final  re- 
vs lietli  r sucersstn!  or  tmfortunap  , every  star  - which  still  preserved  ! gnlations  could  not  so  S4011  be  determined,  should  be  defertud  untii 
p shadow  ot  independence  must  join  their  confab  racy,  every  th  - 12th  of  July.  , 

yidi'peiiu.jR  tuany  must  act  w:th  thetn.  Tfiev,  therefore;  did  i\j%'  fn  the  tuuU-t  time  his  majfstr,  ayho  would  & ytt  ubtrti3v;iaH 
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hopes  of  completely  ttmiinatingby  a general  peace,  the  sufferings  actual  service,  300,000  dollars  appropriated. 


ati<f 


of  mankind  and  thr  convulsions  of  the  political  world,  had  also 
resolved  upon  anew  attempt  with  the  British  government.  The 
emperor  Napoleon  not  only  revived  the  proposal  with  apparent 
approbation,  but  even  voluntarily  offered  to  expedite  the  business, 
by  allowing  the  persons  to  be  dispatched  for  that  purpose  to  Edig- 
land,  a passage  through  France.  When  it  was  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  unexpected  difficulties  arose,  the  passports  were  delayed 
from  time  to  time,  under  trifling  pretexts,  and  at  length  entirely 
refused.  This  proceeding  afforded  a fresh  and  important  ground 
for  entertaining  just  doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  assurances 
which  the  emperor  Kapok-on  liad  more  than  one*  pnbliclv  ex* 
pressed  of  his  disposition  to  peace, although  several  of  his  expres- 
sions at  that  particular  prriod,  afforded  just  reason  to  Wire  that  a 
maritime  p>eace  was  the  object  of  his  most  anxious  solicitude. 

During  that  interval  their  majesties  the  emperor  of  Russia  and 
the  king  of  Prussia  had  nominated  their  plenipotentiaries  to  tire 
congress,  and  had  furnished  them  with  very  decisive  instructions. 
On  the  12th  July  they  both  arrived  at  Prague,  as  well  as  his  ma- 
jesty's minister,  charged  with  the  concerns  of  the  mediation. 

The  negotiations  were  not  to  be  protracted  beyond  the  ICth  of 
August,  except  in  the  event  of  their  assuming  such  a character  as 
to  induce  a confident  hope  of  a favorable, result.  To  that  .lay  the 
armistice  had  been  extended  through  the  mediation  of  Austria ; 
the  political  ami  military  situation  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  the 
coQUitio/i  of  tlte  countries  they  oecupkd,  and  their  anxious  wish 
to  terminate  an  irksome  period  of  uncertainty  prevented  any  fur- 
ther *.x tension  of  it.  With  nil  these  circumstances  the  emf*  rer 
Nftpol  .on  was  acquainted  ; lie  well  knew  that  tins  period  of  the 
.nogrociatigiis  was  sv.oes«irily  defined  by  that  of  the  armistice : and 
he  could  not  moreover  conceal  from  himself  how  much  his  own 
determinations  would  influence  the  happy  abridgement  and  suc- 
cess till  resuitof  the  pending  negotiations. 

Tt  was  there  fuse  with  real  sorrow  tli*t  his  majesty  soou  perceived 
rot  only  that  no  serious  step  was  taken  by  France  to  accelerate 
this  great  work,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  as  if  a procrasti- 
nation of  the  in  got  is tiens,  and  evasion  of  a favorable  issue  had 
been  decidedly  intended.— There  was  indeed  a French  minister  at 
the  place  of  congress,  but  without  any  orders  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, until  the  appearance  of  the  first  plenipotentiary. 

Tiie  arrival  of  that  plenipotentiary  was. in  vain  expected  from 
day  to  day.  Nor  was  it  until  the  21st  July  that  it  was  ascertained, 
that  a demur  which  took  place  on  settling  the  renewal  of  tint  ar- 
mistice between  the  French  and  Russian  and  Prussian  commis- 
sion- rs  an  obstruction  of  very  subordinate  importance,  having  uo 
fertinvnee  whatever  upon  the  congress,  and  which  might  have  been 
very  . . >.ly  and  speedily  removed  by  tire  intei  fercetv.  of  Austria, 
tv  as  mad  use  of  as  the  justification  of  this  extraordinary  delay. 
And  when  this  last  pretext  was  removed,  it  wa?  act  until  the  28th 
of  July,  sin  tern  days  after  that  appointed  for  the  opening  of  the 
co  .gross  that  the  first  French  plenipotentiary  arrived. 

Even  on  the  very  first  day  after  this  minister's  arrival,  no  doubt 
remained  as  to  the  fate  of  the  congress.  The  form  m which  the 
f li  powers  were  to  be  delivered  and  mutual  explanations  should 
be  conducted,  n point,  which  had  already  treated  by  all  par- 
ties, b cam-  the  object  of  a discussion,  which  rein’  -red  all  the  en- 
d-av  ore  of  the  nnaiating  powers  abortive.  The  apparent  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  power*  entrusted  to  flip  French  negotiator,  occasioned 
a silence  of  several  days.  . Nor  was  it  until  the  9th  of  August  that 
this  minister  gave  i:i  a new  declaration,  by  which  the  difficulties 
with  respect  to  forms  were  by  no  means  removed,  nor  the  negocis.- 
tio  i by  one  st'-p  brought  nearer  to  its  object.  After  a useless 
exchange  of  notes  upon  r-my  preliminary  question,  the  10th  of 
August  arrived.  The  Prussian  and  ftussiaa  negociators  could  not 
exceed  this  term:  the  congress  was  at  sn  end,  and -the  resolution 
which  Austria  had  to  form  was  previously  determined,  by  the  pro- 
gress of  this  negotiation— by  the  actual  conviction  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  peace— by  the  no  longer  doubtful  point  of  view  in  which 
his  majesty  examined  the  great  question  in  dispute— by  the  princi- 


Eles  and  intentions  of  the  allies,  wherein  the  emperor  recognised 
is  own— and  finally,  by  tile  forme*;  positive  declarations,  which 
left  no  room  for  misconception. 

Not  without  sincere  affliction,  and  alone  consoled  by  the  cer- 
tainty that  every  means  to  avoid  the  war  had  been  exhausted, 
dots  the  emp  ror  now  find  himself  compelled  to  action.  For  three 
years  has  his^  majesty  labored  with  unceasing  perseverance  to 
effect,  by  mild  and- conciliatory  measures  real  and  durable  peace 
for  Austria  and  thr  Europe.  All  his  endeavor*  have  failed:  there 
is  now  no  remedy,  no  resource  to  be  had  but  to  arms.  The  empe- 
ror takes  them  up  without  any  personal  animosity;  from  a pam- 
f*‘l  necessity,  .from-  an  irresistible  duty,;  upon  grounds  which  any 
faithful  citizen  of  his  realm,  which  the  world,  which  the  emperor 
Napoleon  himself  in  a moment  of  tranquility  and  reason,  will 
acknowledge  and  justify.  The  necessity  of  this  war  is  engraven  in 
the  heart  of  every  Austrian,  of  every-  European,  under  whoeoever 
dominion  he  may  live,  in  such  legible  characters  that  no  art  is 
necessary  to  distinguish  them.  Tlie  nation  and  the  army  will  do 
their  duty.  A union  established  by  common  necessity',  and  by  the 
mutual  interest  of  every  power  that  is  in  arms  lor  its  indepen- 
dence, v i it  give  due  weight  to  our  exertions  ; and  the  rssult,  with 
the  assistance  of  Heaven,  will  be  such  as  must  fulfil  the  just 
expectations  of  every  friend  of  order  and  of  peace. 

Vicuna,  August  14,  1813. 


200.000  annually,  for  3 years,  for  the  purchase  of. 
ship  timber — and  the  frigates  Philadelphia,  General 
Green,  New-York  and  Boston,  to  be  re-built. 

Gun-boats  to  be  laid  lip,  and  distributed  in  the 
harbors  of  the  maritime  frontier. 

By  the  act  of  2nd  January  1813,  four  sliips  of  74 
guns,  and  six  ships  of  44  guns,  are  to  be  built— 

2.500.000  dollars  appropriated. 

By  the  acts  of  Mrrch  3,  1813,  six  sloops  of  war 
are  to  be  built,  and  such  a number  of  sloops  of  war 
or  oilier  armed  vessels  to  be  manned,  S-c.  as  the  pub- 
lic service  on  the  lakes,  may  require — 900,000  dolls, 
appropriated- — 100,000  dollars  appropriated  for  a 
dock-yard. 

Sale  of  the  gun  boats  unfit  for  service,  author- 
ised. 

Which,  with  $4,033,788  55  expenses  of  the  navy 
And  marine  for  1813,  is  $8,433,788  55  cents,  for  a 
n*vy,  and  twenty  new  vessels  to  be  built.” 

Practical  gunnery — Gen.  Morton's  brigade  of  N. 
Y.  state  artillery,  was  exercised  at  a target  (a  smalt 
vessel  of  60  tons,  anchored  at  the  distance  of  1000 
yards)  last  week  ; of  the  90  shot  fired,  50  struck  the 
vessel,  and  she  was  sunk.  It  was  universally  be- 
l.eved  that  every  shot  would  have  “told'*  iu-.d  the  ob- 
ject been  a ship  of  war.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  that 
New-York  has  such  expert  defenders. 

Commerce  of  the  Enemy. — The  British  have  had 
80  sail  of  vessels  captured  in  the  European  seas, 
within  a few  months  past  by  the  frigate  President 
the  brig  Argus,  and  five  of  our  privateers  : though 
no  sail  is  spread  but  by  permission  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty. 

A letter  from  Erie,  states,  that  the  following  In- 
dians having  made  peace  with  the  United  States, 
were  furnished  with  provisions  at  Detroit : 
Pottawatamies,  - 

Mutinies,  Bel  river  Miamies,  and  Weaws, 
Kickapoos,  - - * ' 

Tawas  and  Chippeways,  - 
Wyandots,  - - - " * 

Total,  - - * * - 3419 

After  being  supplied,  they  were  sent  oft  to  their 
respective  villages,  and  we  hope  and  believe  *vul  be 

The  same  letter  says — “Of  those  who  followed  the 
northwestern  army,  now  remaining  at  Detroit,  there 
are — 

Senecas,  - 


834 
942  ‘ 
323 
920 
400 


Wyandots, 

Shawanees, 

Delawares. 


Total, 


75 

31 

35 

30 

171 


0f  m 

MISCELLANEOUS^  ^ 

Navy  of  the  United  States. — By  the  act  of  the  30th 
of  M * ch,  1812,  the  frigates  Chesapeake,  Constel-j 
tatran,  and  Adams,  are  to  be  immediately  put  into*  ton,  S.C. 


There  have  been  near  300  altogether  attached  to 

the  N.  W.  army.  ^ 

I have  conversed  with  several  officers  who  were  m 
the  array  when  Proctor's  army  was  captured  on  the 
river  Le  Trench,  on  the  5th  inst. . It  is  certain  t.iat 
Tecumseh  ivas  killed  in  the  action  ; his  body  was 
viewed  by  many  of  the  British  officers,  who  all  ac- 
knowledged it.  , _ 

The  principal  stand  that  was  made  was  by  the  In- 
dians ; the  regulars  threw  down  their  arms  and  cal- 
led for  quarters,  after  one  or  two  fires,  which  had 
done  but  little  execution  to  our  troops.  The  whole 
number  of  British  regulars  surrendered,  was  some- 
thing rising  600,  and  the  number  of  Indians  engaged 
was  about  1200,  who  scattered  in  all  directions  af- 
ter they  were  routed  ; 45  of  them  were  killed,  and 
12  regulars.  Our  loss  was  but  8 or  10  killed. 

The  vestry  of  the  Hebrew  Synagogue,  at  Charles*' 
feeling  grateful  towards  &&  Almighty 
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disposer  of  Events,  for  having  pleased  to  crown  with 
success  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  both  by  land 
and  sea,”  appointed  Sunday,  the  31st  ult.  as  a day  of 
thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

The  fbliowing  is  given  in  a Lexington  paper  as 
the  speech  of  the  Indians  who  submitted  to 
r ihur — 

“Father — we  arc  now  unarmed ; we  are  at  your 
tnercy,  do  with  us  as  you  think  proper.  Our  squaws 
and  children  are  perishing  ; we,  ourselves,  are  pe- 
rishing'— if  you  dike  us  by  the  hand,  we  are  willing 
to  take  up  U»e  tomahawk  against  any  power,  either 
white  or  red,  which  you  may  direct.” 

They  were  immediately  taken  by  the  hand ; to- 
bacco was  distributed  among  them,  and  they  weir; 
directed  to  bring  up  their  squaws  and  children — 
and  were  promised  that  they  and  their  tribes  should 
bo  fed  at  the  expanse  of  the  U.  Suites. 

Oaptain  Broke,  of  the  British  frigate  Shannon,  has 
been  created  a baronet,  by  the  Prince  Regent. — 
Gen.  Hislop,  who  was  on  board  the  Java,  has  also 
been  created  a baronet. 

The  British  have  oi  Naval  officers,  220  admirals, 
624  captains,  651  commanders,  3267  lieutenants. 

Itis  stated  that  4000  troops  have  been  enlisted  in 
the  state  of  Vermont,  since  the  war.  On  which  it 
has  been  jocosely  observed,  that  well  might  the 
peace  party  curry  their  point  at  the  polls,  as  so  many 
of  tl;e  -war party  had  went  forth  to  effect  the  will  of 
the  nation  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

A Nsw-Yoik  paper  iias  the  following  paragraph  : 
**  Col.  Grant,  a British  prisoner,  while  on  his  way 
from  Sacketl’s  Harbor  to  Greenbush,  happened  in 
conversation  with  a gentleman  in  Champion,  who 
asked  the  colonel  how  they  liked  the  war  in  Canada: 
the  colonel  replied,  “ when  our  government  says 
•aaf?’,  we  never  stand  to  talk  about  politics” 

Russian  . Mediation . — We  have  nothing  certain  as 
to  the  probable  success  or  failure  of  the  mission  to 
Hussia,  though  an  abundance  of  speculations  are 
afloat  ih  the  papers.  One  of  them  says,  that  Mr. 
JVfunroe  has  written  to  a relative  in  Virginia,  inform- 
ing him  that  the  British  had  appointed  an  envoy  to 
meet  our  ministers. 

Retaliation  in  Extensa. — We  republished,  a short 
time  since,  from  a Salem  paper,  a paragraph  stating, 
that  ten  English  prisoners  in  our  possession,  had  been 
closely  confined  at  Ipswich,  in  this  district,  in  reta- 
liation for  sixteen  American  prisoners  held  in  dun- 
geons in  Halifax,  by  the  enemy.  We  have  since 
ascertained,  from  a correct  source,  that  the  number 
of  prisoners  retaliated  on  are  sixteen  ; and  we  take 
occasion,  for  the  information  and  alleviation  of  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  our  unfortunate  one  hundred 
and  one  countrymen  who  have  been  torn  from  their 
wives,  children  and  parents,  and  sent  to  England  un- 
der the  false  pretence  of  their  being  British  subjects, 
to  state  that  a like  number  of  English  prisoners  of 
war  have  been  designated,  and  are  now  detained  by 
order  of  the  President  as  hostages  for  the  security 
and  good  treatment  of  our  countrymen,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  liberated,  until  our  citizens  are  re- 
stored to  their  connections  and  country,  in  safety. — 
Roslon  Chron. 

Prom  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Having  been  informed,  from  more  than  one  quar- 
ter, that  a false  statement  has  been  in  circulation, 
that  every  barrel  of  flour  furnished  to  the  North- 
Western  Army  during  the  last  year,  has  cost  the 
United  States  from  fifty  to  sixty  dollars,  we  have 
thought  it  our  duty  to  enquire  into  the  facts.  With 
lids  view  we  have  applied  to  the  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  purchases  and  supplies  of  the 
North  Western  arm)',  who  is  fortunately  now  in 
this  city,  from  whom  we  have  received  the  follow- 
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ing  satisfactory  official  information.  Since  the  de* 
clarationof  war,  we  learn  that  Mr.  Piatt  has  beeii 
distinguished  as  a public  agent  for  his  talents,  zeal, 
integrity,  and  unwearied  application  in  the  public 
service.  His  statement  is  fully  corroborated  by 
another  respectable  and  well  informed  gentleman,, 
whose  statement  not  having  been  reduced  to  writ- 
ing, we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  avail  ourselves 
of  it.  Mr.  Piatt’s  letter  completely  puts  down  the 
slander. 

TO  THE  EDITORS. 

Washington  City,  Nov.  6,  1813. 

Gentlemen — In  answer  to  your  enquiries  relative: 
to  the  cost  of  flour  for  the  Western  army,  I am  Able 
to  give  you  the  most  correct  information. 

I was  appointed  deputy  commissary  of  purchases 
in  the  service  of  the  U.  States,  in  September  1812— 1 
and  since  that  time  have  been  constantly  employed 
at  the  head  of  the  purchasing  department  for  lire 
army  under  general  Ilarrlson,  until  after  a defeat  of 
the  whole  British  and  Indian  forces  under  general 
Proctor  in  Upper  Canada.  The  cost  of  flour  foi' 
the  North  Western  army  has  varied  at  different  sea- 
sons and  at  different  posts.  The  average  price* 
have  been  us  follows,  viz  : at  Cincinnati,  on  the  Ohm, 

6 dollars  per  bbl.  at  Piqua,  8 dollars — at  St.  Mary’s 
10  dolls.  50cts.at  Amanda  11  dolls,  at  for*  Defiance 
and  fort  Wayne  14  dollars,  and  at  fort  Meigs  on 
the  Miami,  the  most  remote  post,  the  highest 
price  &t  which  flour  has  been  supplied,  including  all 
incidental  expenses,  lus  not  exceeded  15  dolls,  per 
barrel. 

I take  the  liberty  to  state,  for  your  further  infor- 
mation, that,  at  the  last  mentioned  post,  the  average 
cost  to  the  U.  States  of  beef  and  pork,  has  been  5 
dolls,  per  hundred — at  the  other  posts  mentioned, 
the  meat  part  of  the  ration,  has  cost  from  3 dolls, 
50  cts.  to  4 dolls.  50  cts.  per  hundred. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sirs*, 
your  obedient  rervant, 

JOHN  H.  PIATT, 

Deputy  commissioner  of  purchases  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  U.  States,  attached  to  the  North 
Western  army. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton. 

Tub  Micuicaxiaxs. — The  day  may  not  hare  arriv- 
ed, but  it  must,  ere  long,  come,  when  the  Ameri- 
can republic  will  be  under  a necessity  of  demanding; 
and,  by  proper  perseverance,  of  obtaining  redresa 
for  every  injury  done  to  her  citizens,  whether  in  re- 
lation to  their  persons,  or  their  commercial  or  other 
property  ; and  in  whatever  quarter  or  region  of  the 
world  committed. 

At  the  present  moment,  the  violation  of  the  capi- 
tulation of  Detroit  will  claim  the  first  attention.— 
Ample  indemnity  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  suf- 
ferers ; and  if  our  nation  cannot,  by  arms,  obtain  a 
counter-indemnification,  perhaps  it  ought  magnani- 
mously to  sustain  the  loss.  The  fidelity  of  our  citi- 
zens is  not  of  a nature  to  be  trampered  with;  and, 
where  they  are  true  to  us,  we  must  be  true  to 
tuem.  We  lay  this  day  before  our  readers  the  pro- 
test of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
in  relation  to  the  violation  of  the  third  article  of  the 
capitulation  which  ignobly  subjected  them  to  Bii- 
tish  domination. — Nat.  hit. 

Tiie  protest. — Whereas  it  has  been  signified  to 
us,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
resident  at  Detroit  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  by 
co!.  Henry  Proctor,  the  British  commanding  officer, 
that  it  is  his  will  and  pleasure  we  should  depart 
from  and  leave  the  said  territory,  and  lie  so  orders 
and  directs  it;  leaving  behind  at  the  same  time  as 
we  necessarily  must  do  our  dearest  relatives  exposed 
tp  all  the  cruelties  and  evils  incident  to  a stale  of 
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tvar,  and  our  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  maraud- 
ing savage : 

Resolved  therefore,  that  we  consider  the  said  or- 
der of  the  said  col.  Henry  Proctor,  as  a flagrant 
rand  gross  violation  of  the  3d  article  of  the  capitula- 
tion, made  and  concluded  at  Detroit,  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  August  last,  and  by  reason  whereof 
this  place  was  surrendered  to  the  British  flag. 

Resolved  2ndly,  that  it  is  a duty  we  owe  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  country,  to  resist  manfully,  and 
spiritedly,  bv  all  the  powers  of  reason  and  argument, 
•vefy  unwarrantable  attempt  upon  our  personal 
rights,  that  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  the  arti- 
cles of  capitulation. 

And  whereas  we  entertain  a very  sensible,  and 
thorough  conviction,  that  a military  officer,  by  an 
unjustifiable  and  wanton  invasion  of  the  private 
rights  of  an  individual,  may  not  only  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  his  own  government,  but  will  lay  him- 
self personally  responsible  to  the  individual  injured  : 

Resolved  therefore,  3diy,  That  for  every  violation 
of  our  rights  and  privileges,  attended  with  an  inju- 
ry to  our  person  or  property,  we  will  make  a so- 
lemn appeal  in  the  dernier  resort  to  the  umpire  of 
flie  law. 

Resolved  4thly,  Tliat  we  entertain  a high  sense  of 
the  honor  of  a military  parole  and  the  virtuous  and 
delicate  use  that  ought  to  be  made  of  it ; as  like- 
wise of  the  necessity  and  the  propriety  of  a strict 
and  exemplary  neutrality  so  long  as  we  remain  un- 
der  the  "British  flag,  and  are  protected  in  our  per- 
sons and  property  agreeable  to  the  true  spirit  and 
.detter  of  the  articles  of  the  capitulation. 

Resolved  5thly,  That  if  there  are  any  amongst  us 
whose  conduct  and  behaviour  doe*  not  strictly  com- 
port with  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  preceding 
resolution,  they  ought  not  to  be  screened  from  pu- 
nishment, but,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  assist  inexpos- 
ing them  to  the  just  animadyersion  and  censure  of 
their  own  improper  conduct. 

And  whereas  we  entertain  a high  sense  of  the 
manly,  dignified  and  spirited  Conduct  of  Augustus 
33.  Woodward,  Esq.  whose  services  have  heretofore 
been  so  pre-eminently  useful  to  the  inhabitants. 

Resolved  therefore,  6thly,  That  he  be  presented 
with  these  resolutions,  with  a request  to  lay  them 
before  the  said  col.  Henry  Proctor,  and  to  use  all 
lawful  and  honorable  intreaty  with  him  to  obtain  a 
revocation  of  his  aforesaid  order,  so  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  aforesaid  3d  article  of  the  capitula- 
tion, and  so  manifestly  injurious  at  this  particular 
season  of  the  year  to  our  persons  and  property. 

Signed  by 

l^ewis  Bond,  David  M'Clean,  William  Wilson, 
John  Dicks,  Arch.  Lvon,  Israel  Taylor,  Anderson 
Martin,  William  W.  Scott,  David  Henderson,  Wil- 
liam Russell,  Joseph  Spencer,  James  Patterson, 
George  R.  Chittenden,  W.  Robertson,  John  Walker, 
Conrad  Leek,  E.  Brush,  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  Peter 
Desnoyeres,  Robert  Smart,  James  Burnett,  Richard 
H.  Jones,  William  Brown,  J.  M‘Donnell,  John  Cong- 
sett,  Duncan  Roid,  A.  Langan,  George  Battzes, 
. James  Chittenden. 

Detroit , 1st  February t 3813. 

MILITARY* 

Northern  armies. — We  are  w about  any  regular  in- 
telligence from  cither  of  the  northern  armies;  and 
the  reports  in  the  newspapers  are  so  desultory  that 
we  hardly  dare  to  notice  them.  It  is  stated,  liowe 
ver,  that  on  the  27th  uit.  the  British  and  Indians, 
3J0J  strong,  under  gov.  Prevost,  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced corps  of  gen.  Hampton's  army,  then  a few 
miles  from  Montreal , which  brought  up  the  main 
body,  who  repulsed  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the 
bayoiict,  and  drove  ljim  from  the  field.  Our  frss 


reported  at  between  30  and  40  killed  and  wounds- 
ed — That  of  the  enemy  is  not  stated.  After  uliich 
our  army  returned  to  “Chatague  Four  corners.”  It 
is  intimated  that  the  sole  object  of  Hampton  at  pre- 
sent is  to  keep  sir  George  Prevost  in  check  while 
Wilkinson  finishes  the  business  at  Kingston,  Stc.  tor 
he  has  not  passed  down  the  St.  La-wrence,  as  report- 
ed last  week.  Our  last  account  from  maj.  gen.  ff  il- 
kinsoji’s  force  is  of  the  23d  ult.  when  they  were  on 
Grenadier  Island ; their  movements  are  said  to  have 
been  retarded  by  continual  torrents  of  rain.  Chavit- 
cey  was  off  Kingston  blocking  up  Yoe. 

Washington  City,  Nov.  9. — The  36th  regiment  o£ 
infantry,  lately  encamped  near  this  city,  have  march- 
ed. Capt.  Joseph  Hook’s  company  to  garrison  fort 
Washington,  on  the  Potomac  : captains  Merrick  and 
Dencales*  companies,  of  100  men  each,  to  garrison 
forts  Madison  mid  Severn  : the  residue  of  the  36tk 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Carberry, 
to  winter  quarters  at  Fredericktown  barracks. 

A detachment  of  the  38th  regiment,  of  400  men* 
under  the  command  of  major  Frailey,  will  strike 
their  tents  on  Friday,  and  embark  for  forts  Nelson 
and  Norfolk.  The  residue  of  the  38th  regiment, 
we  understand,  are  to  garrison  fort  M ‘Henry. 

Near  a thousand  men  of  those  regiments  have  been 
encamped  within  a mile  of  the  Capitol,  since  the 
first  day  of  September,  and  in  that  time  only  four 
men  have  died. 

New  Orleans,  Oct.  9. 

From  Mobile,  we  learn  that  Gen.  Flournoy  was 
about  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  about  1800 
men,  consisting  of  the  3d,  and  part  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment U.  S.  volunteers,  a detachment  of  cavalry  from 
Natchez,  and  the  local  militia. 

Two  Choctaw  chiefs  had  visited  Gen.  F.  and  of- 
fered their  services  against  the  Creeks — the  general 
accepted  their  offer,  and  they  returned  home  tQ 
prepare  their  y oung  men  for  the  war. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  general 
Harrison  to  governor  Meigs  : 

Hoait-quarters,  Detroit,  Oct.  11,  I81S. 

Dear  Governor— -You  will  have  heard  before  this 
reaches  you,  that  J was  fortunate  enough  to  overtake 
general  Proctor,  and  his  tawny  allies,  and  io  give 
them  a complete  drubbing.  I have  six  hundred  and 
one  prisoners  of  the  British  regulars,  officers  in- 
cluded, among  which  there  are  two  colonels. 

Nothing  but  infatuation  could  have  governed  gen. 
Proctor’s  conduct.  The  day  that  I landed  below 
Malden  be  had  at  his  disposal  upwards  ©f  3000  In- 
dian warriors  ; his  regular  force,  reinforced  by  the 
militia  of  the  district,  would  have  made  his  num- 
bers pearly  equal  to  my  aggregate  ; which,  on  the 
day  of  landing,  did  not  exceed  4500.  The  papers 
have  greatly  exaggerated  the  number  of  militia 
from  Kentucky  : those  which  embarked  with  me  at 
Portage,  did  not  amount  to  three  thousand  rank  and 
file,  and  several  hundred  of  them  were  left  in  the 
islands. 

The  Indians  were  extremely  desirous  of  fighting 
us  at  Malden.  I enclose  you  Tecumseh’s  speech 
to  Proctor  ;*  it  is  at  once  an  evidence  of  the  talents 
of  the  former,  and  the  great  defect  of  them  in  the 
latter.  Ilis  inferior  officers  say  that  his  conduct  has 
been  a continued  series  of  blunders.  He  manifested , 
indeed,  some  judgment,  in  the  choice  of  his  field 
of  battle,  as  he  was  so  posted  that  I could  not  turn 
him,  and  could  only' oppose  a line  of  equal  extent  to 
his.  However,  the  contest  was  not  for  a moment 
doubtful.  The  greater  part  of  his  Indians  were  in 
the  air  (according  to  the  Persian  military  phraseolo- 
gy) and  his  regulars  broken  and  made  prisoners  by 
— -~r—w — •— — 1 — -~t**-’* 
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a single  charge  of  mounted  infantry.  We  took  up- 
on the  ground,  or  near  it,  a fins  brass  field  train  of 
artillery.  Several  of  the  pieces  are  the  trophies  of  the 
revolution,  taken  at  Saratoga  and  York,  and  sUrren 
dered  by  gen.  Hull.  The  number  of  small  arms 
and  military  stores  taken  by  us  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  is  immense.  My  force  in  the  action,  of  all 
descriptions,  was  short  of  2500. 

I am  'preparing  an  expedition  to  Michilimackinac, 
and  another  to  Long  Point,  to  destroy  at  the  latter  a 
a depot  of  provisions. 

I shall  send  orders  to  general  Gano,  by  this  con- 
veyance It  is  probable  that  the  greater  part  of  his 
troops  may  be  dismissed  in  a short  time.  Tire  In- 
dians in  this  neighborhood,  are  submitting  at  dis- 
cretion. I am  your  friend, 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 
Ills  excellency  Gov.  Meigs. 

NAVAL. 

The  Horatio  frigate,  with  her  inward, the  Venerable 
of  74  guns,  was  lately  off  the  Western  islands, 
cruising  for  American  vessels.  The  Sea-horse  fri- 
gate, With  her  convoy , the  Royal  O ik,  74,  has  return- 
ed t*  Bantrybay,  from  a cruise  after  com.  Rodgers. 
Two  frigates  that  sailed  in  company  to  catch  him, 
have  also  fortunately  returned  together.  Some  of 
the  74’s  that  went  after  him,  are  yet  to  be  heard  of. 
How  great  would  be  the  glory  of  taking  that  hated 
man  ! 

The  phrase,  “ cruising  frigates,”  seems  blotted 
from  the  naval  vocabulary  of  the  enemy.  Determin- 
ed not  to  expose  their  ‘ defective  masts’  and  * worm 
eaten  cannon’  to  the  hazard  of  meeting  one  of  our 
• terrible  non-descripts,*  the  frigates  now  always 
sail  in  pairs,  or  under  cover  of  at  least  a 74  gun  ship. 
Two  of  them  have  been  dispatched  to  catch  the 
Essex — and  if  they  do  meet  her,  perhaps,  may  cap- 
ture her. 

A person  from  Halifax  mentions  the  arrival  at 
that  place,  of  several  vessels  of  war  from  England. 
He  also  states  that  the  Chesapeake  is  to  be  sent  there 
for  a raveecshoiv — and  that  admiral  Warren  was  to 
winter  at  Bermuda. 

The  Majestic  (razee)  appeared  off  Provincetown, 
(Maine)  on  the  16th  ult.  when  her  captain,  having 
seized  three  small  vessels,  made  a proposition  to 
give  them  up,  provided  he  received  as  their  ransom 
a supply  of  water;  and  if  refused,  threatened  to 
destroy  every  house  in  the  place.  After  some  nego- 
tiation, 200  puncheons-  were  carried  to  the  ship  by 
the  inhabitants.  The  water  was  not  paid  for ; but 
the  commander  of  the  Majestic  observed,  that  the 
Nymphe  frigate  would  soon  be  there  for  a supply, 
and  that  they  should  lose  nothing  by  it,  &c. 

Several  American  privateers  are  on  the  British 
.coasts.  The  Lion  and  2 others,  is  cruising  on  the 
coast  of  Spain,.  Tiie  Scourge  and  Rattlesnake,  re- 
leased 18Q  prisoners,  which  they  took  in  the  fleet 
from  Archangel. 

The  U.  States’  brigs  Enterprise  and  Rattlesnake 
/ailed  from  Portsmouth,  some  days  ago,  to  ascertain 
the  character  of  two  British  vessels  that  were  off 
the  harbor.  They  approached  within  three  miles  of 
the  enemy,  and  finding  them  too  heavy,  returned. — 
They  are  stfid  to  be  the  Fantome  and  Epervier,  very 
>tout  sloops  of  war,  rating  18  guns  each,  and  pro- 
bably carrying  22. 

Sachet? s Harbor , 10 th  October , 1813. 

“Captain  Morgan,  of  our  riflemen,  was  sent  a few 
clays  ago  with  li is  company  to  Gravelly  Point,  be- 
tween here  and  Kingston,  near  the  latter  place,  see- 
ing an  English  schooner  gun  boat,  he  concealed  his 
men  in  the  woods,  about  60,  and  sent  a small  boat 
along  the  shore,  which  the  enemy  espying,  gave 
to  it,  and  when  they  came  near,  Cjb  small  boat 


landed,  and  the  men  ran  into  the  woods ; the  gun 
boat  came  near  shore  and  sent  a party  after  the  fugi- 
tives, on  which  Morgan’s  company  rushed  out  and 
peppered  them  so  well  with  rifle  balls,  (killing  or 
wounding  whoever  appeal  ed  on  deck)  that  the  Eng- 
lishmen lay  down  close,  and  the  wind  drove  the*ir 
gun  boat  ashore,  when  the  riflemen  waded  out  in 
the  w ater  and  took  possession  of  her,  with  about  5$ 
prisoners,  having-  killed  three  and  wounded  seven 
of  the  enemy,  without  the  loss  of  a man  on  our 
side.” 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

An  enemy  frigate,  bng  and  sloop,  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  appeared  off  the  Potomac , and  have  since 
committed  the  usual  depredations  on  the  shores  and 
the  bay  craft.  They  have  plundered  much  and  burnt 
many  small  vessels.  A 74  has  since  come  up—* 
“bulwark”  of  civilized  war. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  175. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain's  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register, 

677,  678,  679,  680,  681,  682,  683;  684,  685,  686* 
687,  688,  689,  690,  691 — fifteen  vessels,  captured 
off  Jamaica  by  the  Lady  Cordelia,  of  Charleston, 
“gutted”  and  destroyed.  The  Lovely  Cordelia  has 
arrived  safely  in  port. 

692.  A brig  captured  by  ditto  and  manned  for 
the  United  States — wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

693.  Brig  President,  with  a valuable  cargo  of 
sugar,  molasses  and  rum,  sent  into  Savannah,  Ly  the 
Polly,  of  Salem. 

(Xj*  The  Yankee  in  her  last  cruize  of  49  days,  cap- 
tured the  brig  Ann,  with  rum,  salt  and  dry  goods, 
for  Newfoundland,  valued  at  $$40,000  ; brig  Mary, 
salt,  coals  and  crockery,  worth  20,000 ; brig  Des- 
patch, dry  goods,  cutlery,  &c.  8cc.  invoiced  at  /80,000 
sterling  ! brig  Tele.mach.us,  with  rigging’,  coals,  pro- 
visions, &c.  $$40,000  ; brig  Favorite,  of  little  value, 
given  up  to  release  the  prisoners ; schr.  Katv,  laden 
with  wine  ; barque  Paris,  10  guns,  .captured  after 
35  minutes  fight,  a very  valuable  vessel ; brig  Howe, 
6 guns — threw  the  guns  overboard  and  gave  up  the 
vessel  to  the  prisoners  ; John  and  Mary,  shot,  pro- 
visions, &c.  worth  £>49,000.  These  loaded  vessels 
were  part  of  a fleet  from  Cork,;  two  of  them  were 
ordered  for  France,  and  the  rest  for  different  ports 
of  the  United  States,  where  we  shall  greet  their 
arrival.  ***  It  is  possible  the  greater  part  of  the 
Yankees  prizes  may  be  recaptured.  If  shq  had  be- 
longed to  the  United  States,  sailing  under  orders  to 
destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty would  have  been  equal  to  half  a million  of 
dollars  on  his  part,  and  the  gain  of  180  prisoners  oil 
ours,  in  the  space  of  49  <lays- 

694.  Brig  Mary,  laden  with  salt, coal  and  crockery, 
from  Scotland  for  Newfoundland,  captured  by  the 
Yankee,  and  sent  into  Chatham. 

Law  of  Treason. 

From  the  Democratic  Press. 

CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Pennsylvania  District,  October  7,  181*. 

On  Saturday  tlie  grand  .jury  returned  a true  bill  against  IVillians 
Pryor, a citizen  of  Massachusetts,  for  treason  against  the  United 
States,  by  adhering  to  thei"  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort, 
William  Prior  was  accordingly,  bound  in  a recognizance,  with  two 
sureties  to  take  bis  trial,  at  the  next  April  term  ; Judge  Washing- 
ton's absence,  on  account  of  severe  indisposition,  rendering  a post- 
ponement of  tlie  trial  necessary. 

Judg  • Peters,  at  tin*  opening  of  the  session,  delivered  a charge  to 
the  grand. jury,  expounding  tin:  law  of  treason,  in  a clear  and  for- 
cible manner.  \Ve  hope  10  obtain  a copy  of  the  charge  for  publi- 
cation, in  thtyuieaullmv.  we  canmA  forbear  presenting  u*e  foiitmin^ 
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estfaets,  byway  of  solemn  admonitimi.to  eitizeni  rraidvnt  every 
Where,  as  well  as  to  aliens,  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States* 

“ The  wise  and  virtuous  framers  of  our  constitution  were  aware 
^ of  the  evils  attendant  on  multiplied  items  of  cliarges,  which  mi^ht 
^ be  construed  into  treason.  They  knew  the  agitations  into  which 
<l  free  governments  are  liable  to  lie  thrown ; and  they  endeavored 
**to  guard,  as  far  as  human  systems  will  permit,  against  the  eonse- 
“ quell ces  of  such  agitations.  In  establishing  a happy  improve- 
*•  ment  of  the  system  of  government,  they  remained  conscious, 

‘‘  they  could  not  change  the  nature  of  man  ; prune,  in  the  vicissi- 

* tudesof  power,  to  use  for  his  own  purposes,  die  means  which  he 

* reprobated,  while  employed  by  otlier  hands. 

“ By  our  constitution,  then,  it  is  declared  that  “treason  against 
the  United  States,  sliall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  them, 

“ or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,” 
&c.  &c. 

“ The  law,  in  regard  to  the  point,  which  I have  deemed  it  naecs- 
**■  sary,  at  this  time,  to  discuss,  appears  to  be  : 

“ X.  Joining  with  enenues,  in  acts  of  hostility,  by  sea  or  land,  will 
make  a man  a traitor,  within  both  the  clauses  of  our  constitution  ; 
relating  to  levying  war,  ami  adhering  to  enemies.  But  it'  this  be 
done  through  fear  of  death  (not  slight  apprehension)'  and  while  the 
party  is  under  actual  force;  and  he  takes  the  first  opportunity  of 
escaping:  he  is  excused.  But  the  mer?  apprehension  of  having 
houses  burned  or  property  destroyed,  furnishes  no  ground  of  ex- 
cuse. 

“ 2.  Furnishing  enemies  with  moitetj,  arms,  ammunition  or  other 
necessaries,  will  t> e prime  .fade  evidence  of  treason.  But  if  ene- 
mies come  with  a superior  force,  and  exact  contributions,  submis- 
sion is  not  criminal. 

“ As  to  remuneration , mads  and  received,  far  plunder  or  any  acts 
of  violence  ; it  must  be  left  to  the  jury,  as  a fact  of  intention  and 
precedent;  exciting  suspicion,  but  nut  absolutely  conclusive. 

“ Tii;-  bare  sending  money  or  provisions  (except  under  the  cir- 
cumstances before  stated)  or,  worst  of  all,  sending  intelligence,  to 
enemies  engag--d  in  hostile  operations  ; will  amount  to  treason,  in 
giving  aid  and  comfort ; though  the  money,  provisions  or  int“lli- 
gence,  be  intercepted.  The  act  was  complete,  outlie  part  of  the 
traitor,  though  it  had  not  the  intended  effect. 

“ Supplying  with  provisions  or  refreshments,  hostile  ships,  fleets, 
or  troops,  blockading  our  ports,  and  beleaguering  and  ravaging  our 
coasts,  is  a most  aggravated  offence.  It  tends  immediately  anf 
i directly,  to  promote  and  assist  hostile  operations ; atwl  is  a species  of 
aid  and  comfort,  peculiarly  deserving  condign  punishment.  Intei- 
‘ ligev.ee  given  to  such  ships,  fleets  or  troops,  is  doubly  reprehensible, 
lor  evident  reasons. 

“ The  merchants  of  an  European  nation,  who  in  times  long  passed, 
supplied  their  enemy  with  guu  jxiwder,  to  batter  down  the  walls  of 
their  own  cities  ; are  hung  up,  by  history,  to  everlasting  infamy. 
Yet  their  cupidity  and  defection,  were  not  more  base,  than  are 
the  conduct  and  motives  of  those,  who  are  now  guilty  of  the  offences 
I have  just  mentioned. 

“ lVrking  letters,  containing  intelligence  of  a hostile  nature,  and 
only  putting  them  in  the  post  oflkv,  where  they  were  stopped  ; has 
been  adjudged  to  be  treason , under  the  words  ‘ giving  aid  or  comfort. 
But  merely  expressing  opinions,  though  they  may  be  averse  to  pub- 
lic measures,  (unless  done  with  a view  to  influence  and  direct  the 
enemy  itvhostile  enterprizrs)  is  not  the  kind  of  intelligence  consider- 
ed thus  criminal ; though  it  were  better  omitted. 

“■  Necessary  correspondence,  with  an  enemy,  is  not  treasonable, 
nor  unlawful.  The  subject  matter  alone,  gives  it  a character.  Tn 
our  situation,  epistolary  correspondence,  and  other  innocent  inter- 
course, are  indispensable  teethe  business  and  affairs  of  those  whose 
lawful  pursuits  and  connections,  have  been  suddenly  aiul  unexpect- 
edly, cut  off  by  the  war. 

4.  Enlisting , or  procuring  persons  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  is  treason  ; thougli  no  actual  hostility  be  committed.  But 
marclting  or  some  other  overt  act,  must  be  shewn. 

“ 5.  Taking  a commission  to  cruize  in  an  enemy’s  ship  against  the 
tJnited  States  is  treason  ; if  the  party  go  on  board  that  ship : which 
is  an  act  of  hostility,  although  lie  commit  no  other.  So  is  it  with 
an  engagement  in  enemy’s  service,  in  any  capacity,  if  there  be  any, 
advance,  or  overt  act,  in  execution  of  the  agreement. 

“6.  A conspiracy  with  intents  aid  and  comfort  is  notan  overt  act. 
of  ailherence  ; unless  aid  and  con  fort  be  afterwards  given.  And 
then  it  is  treason,  in  every  one  of  the  conspirators  ; tor  there  are 
no  accessaries  in  treason,  all  are  principals;  according  to  English 
authorities  adopted  here,  thougit  some  respectable  opinions  are 
otherwise. 

“ 7,  (Fords  or  writings,  are  not  overt  acts.— But  if  such  acts  be 
afterwards  actually  committed  by  the  party,  they  may  he  evidence 
of  intention ; upon  which  the  jury  must  decide.  Acts,  and  not 
words  are  the  ingredients.— Writings  never  promulgated,  are  less 
than  all  evidence  of  treason.  Algernon  Sidney’s  ease  is  well  known. 
His  sacrifice  continues  to  excite  unqualified  detestation. 

“ 8.  Mere  residence  in  a state  at  war,  is  not  of  itself,  an  act  of 
father aiy:e. 

“9.  There  can  be  now,  no  doubt  of  the  meaning  of  tlie  term 
thwsftide,  however  it  might  have  been,  heretofore,  disputable.” 


A case  of  Impressment. 

T->  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Observing'  in  your  paper  some  anecdotes  respect- 
ing press  gangs,  I will  relate  to  you  one  which  I had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  personally,  and  in  which 
Bauch  pleasantry  was  used  at  my  expense. 

Jh  .the;  month  <?f  Feb.  1 797 t I b, slanged  to  theel-ilp 


,Fi  ielity,  capt.  Charles  Weeips,  .lying  in  tlie  barbaE. 
of  St.  Pierre’s,  Martinique.  About  1 o’clock  Sun^ 
day  morning,  I was  awakened  by  a noise-on  the  deck, 
and  on  going  up,  found  the  ship  in  possession  of  a 
press  gang.  In  a few  minutes  all  hands  were  forced, 
out  and  ordered  into  their  boat,  and  in  a heavy  show- 
er of  .rain  conveyed  on  board  the  Ceres  frigate.  We- 
were  ordered  on  the  gun  deck  until  daylight,  by 
which  time  about  8J  Americans  were  collected. — 
Soon  after  sunrise,  each  ship’s  crew  was  ordeyed- 
int.o  the  cabin  to  be  overhauled — each  was  question- 
ed as  to  his  name,  &c.  when  I was  called  on  tor  iuy 
place  of  birth,  and  answered  Newcastle,  Delaware- 
The  captain  affected  not  to  hear  the  last,  but  said 
aye,  Newcastle,  lie’s  a collier,  the  very  man  ; 1 war- 
rant him  a sailor,  send  him  down  to  the  doctor.— 
Upon  which  a petty  officer,  whom  ! recognized' as  ^ 
one  of  the  press  gang,  made  answer,  sir,*!  know  this- 
fellow — he  is  a schoolmate  of  mine  and  his  name  is. 
Kelly — lie  was  born  in  Belfast— and,  Tom,  you  know1 
me  well  enough,  so  don’t  sham  yankee  any  more.  I 
thought,  says  the  captain,  he  was  a countryman  of 
my  own,  but  an  Irishman’s  all  one— take  him  away. 
The  next  was  a Prussian,  who  had  shipped  in  ILm-. 
burg,  as  carpenter  of  the  Fidelity,  in  Sept.  L96. — 
H?  affected,  when  questioned,  to  not  understand 
English,  but  answered  in  Dutch.  Upon  which  the. 
captain  laughed  and  said,  this  is  no  yankee,  send 
him  down  and  let  the  quarter-master  put  him  in  the 
mess  with  the  other  Dutchmen  ; they  will  understand 
him,  and  the  boatswain  will  learn  him  to  talk  English. 
He  was  accordingly, kept.  1 was  afterwards  discharg- 
ed bv  an  order  from  admiral  Harvey,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  Mr*  Craig,  at  that  time  American  agent  br 
vice-consul. 

I further  observed  that  full  one-third  of  the  crew 
were  impi*essed  Americans. 

JOHN  DAVIS,  of  Abel. 

Navy  Yard,  October  12. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

M.  de  Kan  z,  w has  been  received  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  as  minister  from  the 
court  of  Sweden. 

There  was  an  unprecedented  snow-storm  at  Erie, 
on  the  11th  and  12th  Oct.  last.  It  feLl  to  the  depth 
of  12  inches  on  a level ; but  soon  melted  away. 

Our  enemy's  war. — A London  paper  ot  August  bO, 
says— “ Tlie  subsidy  to  Austria,  contingent  *n  hexv 
alliance,  is  already  in  progress  of  payment.  Four 
bills  of  £25,000  each,  drawn  on  Vienna, at  three  days* 
sight,  have  actually  been  paid  in  London  under  in- 
structions from  the  Treasury. 

On  lake  Champlain  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a hard  battle  has  been  fought  before  this  date,  be- 
tween the  flotillas.  A number  of  choice  seamen 
from  Quebec,  are  said  to  have  reinforced  the  enemy. 
Hut  we  have  full  confidence  in  com.  Jllacdonough, 
and  his  officers  and  men,  and  do  not  fear  tlie  result. 

In  general,  there  Ls  a great bek  of  news  from  the 
armies.  We  are  content  that  it  is  so,  knowing  it  to 
be  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  commanders. 
There  was  too  much  scribbling. 

A son  of  tlie  late  Touissaint  POuverture,  of  St. 
Domingo,  is  in  London,  and  understood  to  be  a 
preacher  of  talents.  __ 

It  was  reported  in  England,  that  Mr.  Kemble,  of 
the  theatre,  was  coming  to  the  United  Stales. 

The  place  of  Poet  La  urea  t,  has,  it  is  said,  been 
conferred  on  Mr.  Southey. 

Of  the  twenty-seven  millions,  form  ing  the  amount 
of  the  late  loan,  the  sum  of  21,152,674!.  has  been 
paid,  according  to  accounts  made  op  at  tfac  bank  op 
Satsrrdity. 


th-e  WEEKLY  REGISTER— HAMILTON'S  report*. 


189 


Hamilton’s  Report. 

to  secretary  of  the  treasury , in  obedience  to  the  order 
of  the  hows  of  representatives  of  the  1 5th  of'Janua 
ry,  1 73  has  applied  his  attention  at  as  early  a ps 
spoil  as  his  other  duties*  would  permit,  to  the  subject 
if  manufactures  ; anil  particularly  to  the  means  of 
promoting  such  as  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
■ States  ind'peudent  on  foreign  nations,  for  military 
and  other  essential  supplies  : and  he  thereupon  re- 
spectfully submits  the  following  report  : 

(coktinckh  fhom  page  164-) 
v There  is  evidently,  as  far  as  regards  the  annuity, 
aa  destruction  nor  transfer  of  any  other  capital,  than 
that  portion  of  the  income  of  each  individual,  which 
goes  to  make  up  the  annuity.  The  land,  which  fur- 
nishes the  farmer  with  the  sum  which  he  .s  to  Con- 
tribute, remains  the  same  ; and  the  like  may  be  ob- 
served of  other  capitals.  Indeed,  as  far  as  the  tax, 
which  is  the  object  of  contribution  (as  frequently 
-happens,  when  it  dees  not  oppress  by  its  weight) 
may  luve  been  a motive  to  a greater  exertion  in  any 
occupation:  it  may  even  serve  to  increase  the  con- 
tributory capital  : this  idea  is  not  without  importance 
the  general  view  of  the  subject. 

It  remains  to  see,  what  further  deduction  ought 
to  be  made  from  the  capital  which  is  created,  by  the 
existence  of  the  debt,  on  account  of  the  coin,  which 
is  employed  in  its  circulation.  This  is  susceptible 
of  much  less  precise  calculation  than  the  article 
which  has  been  just  discussed.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  what  proportion  of  coin  is  necessary  to  carry  on 
die  alienations  which  any  species  of  property  usually 
undergoes.  The  quantity,  indeed,  varies  according 
to  circumstances.  But  it  may  still,  without  hesita- 
tion, be  pronounced,  from  the  quickness  of  the  rota- 
tion, or  rather  of  the  transitions,  that  the  medium  of 
^circulation  always  bears  but  a small  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  the  property  circulated.  And  it  is 
thence  satisfactorily  deducible,  that  the  coin  em- 
ployed in  the  negociations  of  the  funds,  and  which 
serves  to  give  them  activity,  as  capital,  is  incompara- 
bly less  than  the  sum  of  the  debt  negotiated  for  the 
purpose  of  business. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  that  the 
negotiation  of  the  funds  becomes  itself  a distinct 
business  ; which  employs,  and  by  employing,  diverts 
a portion  of  the  circulating  coin  from  other  pursuits. 
But  making  due  allowance  for  this  circumstance, 
there  is  no  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  effect  of  the 
diversion  of  coin  in  the  whole  operation  bears  any 
considerable  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  capital 
to  which  it  gives  activity.  The  sum  of  the  debt  in 
circulation  is  continually  at  the  command  of  any  use- 
ful enterprise,  the  coin  itself  which  circulates  it,  is 
never  more  than  momentarily  suspended  from  its  or- 
dinary functions.  It  experiences  an  incessant  and 
rapid  flux  and  reflux  to  and  from  the  channel  of  in- 
dustry to  those  of  speculations  in  the  funds. 

There  are  strong  circumstances  in  confirmation  of 
this  theory.  The  force  of  monied  capital  which  has 
been  displayed  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  height  to 
which  every  species  of  industry  lias  grown  jtp  under 
it,  defy*  a solution  from  the  quantity  of  coin  which 
that  kingdom  has  ever  possessed.  Accordingly  it 
has  been,  coeval  with  its  funding  system,  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  men  of  business,  and  of  the 
generality  of  the  most  sagacious  theorists  of  that 
country,  that  the  operation  of  the  public  funds  as 
capital  has  contributed  to  the  effect  in  question. — 
Among  ourselves  appearances  thus  far  favor  the  same 
conclusion.  Industry  in  general  seems  to  have  been 
T-e-an -mated.  There  arc  symptoms  indicating  an  ex- 
tension of  our.  commerce.  Our  navigation  lias  cer 
t a inly  of  lute  bad  a considerable  spring,  and  there 


appears  to  be  in  many  parts  of  the  union  a command 
of  capital,  which,  till  lately,  since  the  revolution  at 
least,  was  unknown.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  to 
be  acknowledged,  that  other  circumstances  havrv 
concurred  (and  in  a great  degree)  in  producing  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  that  trie  appearances  are 
not  yet  sufficiently  decisive  to  be  entirely  relied 
upon. 

In  the  question  under  discussion,  it  is  important 
to  distinguish  between  an  absolute  increase  of  capi- 
tal, or  an  accession  of  real  wealth  and  an  artificial 
increase  of  Capital,  as  an  engine  of  business,  or  as 
an  instrument  of  industry  and  commerce.  In  the 
first  sense,  a funded  debt  has  no  pretensions  to  being 
deemed  an  increase  of  capital ; in  the  last,  it  has 
pretensions  which  are  not  easy  to  be  controverted. — 
Of  a similar  nature  is  bank  credit,  and,  in  an  inferior 
degree,  every  species  of  private  credit. 

But  though  a funded  debt  is  not  in  the  first  in- 
stance, an  absolute  increase  of  capital,  or  an  aug- 
mentation of  real  wealth  ; yet  by  serving  ns  a new 
power  in  the  operations  of  industry,  it  has,  within 
certain  bounds,  a tendency  to  increase  the  real  wealth 
of  a community  ; in  like  manner  as  money  borrowed 
by  a thrifty  farmer,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm,  may,  in  the  end,  add  to  Ills  stock 
of  real  riches.  s 

There  are  respectable  individuals,  who,  from  a 
just  aversion  to  an  accumulation  of  public  debt,  are 
unwilling  to  .concede  fo  it  any  kind  of  utility,  who 
can  discern  no  good  to  alleviate  the  ill  with  which 
they  suppose  it  pregnant ; who  cannot  be  persuaded, 
that  it  ought  in  any  sense  to  be  viewed  as  an  increase 
of  capital,  lest  it  should  be  inferred,  that  the  more 
debt  the  mote  capital,  the  greater  the  burdens  the 
greater  the  blessings  of  the  community. 

But  it  interests  the  public  councils  to  estimate  eve- 
ry object  as  it  truly  is  ; to  appreciate  how  far  the 
good  in  any  measure  is  compensated  by  the  ill  ; or 
the  ill  by  the  good  ; either  of  them  is  seldom  un- 
mixed. 

Neither  will  it  follow,  that  an  accumulation  of 
debt  is  desirable,  because  a certain  degree  of  it  ope- 
rates as  capital.  There  may  be  a plethora  in  the 
political,  as  in  the  natural  body;  there  maybe  a 
state  of  things  in  which  any  such  artificial  capital  is 
unnecessary.  The  debt  too  may  be  swelled  to  such  a 
size,  as  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  may  cease  to  be 
useful  as  a capital,  serving  only  t.o  pamper  the  dissi- 
pation of  idle  and  dissolute  individuals  : as  that  the 
sums  required  to  pay  the  in  terest  upon  it  may  become 
oppressive,  and  beyond  the  means  which  a govern- 
ment can  employ,  Consistently  with  its  tranquillity, 
to  raise  them  ; as  that  the  resources  of  taxation,  to 
face  the  debt,  may  have  been  strained  too  far  to  ad- 
mit of  extensions  adequate  to  exigencies,  which  re- 
gard the  public  safety. 

Where  this  critical  point  is,  cannot  be  pronounced; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  believe,  that  there  is  not  such 
a point. 

And  as  the  vicissitudes  of  nations  beget  a perpe- 
tual tendency  to  the  accumulation  of  debt,  thera 
ought  to  be  in  every  government,  a perpetual,  anx-. 
ious,  and  unceasing  effort  to  reduce  that  which  at. 
any  time  exists,  as  fast  as  shall  be  practicable,  con- 
sistently with  integrity  and  good  faith. 

Reasonings  on  a subject  comprehending,  ideas  S9. 
abstract  and  complex,  so  little  reducible  to  precise 
calculation  as  those  which  enter  into  the  question 
just  discussed,  are  always  attended  with  a danger  of 
running  into  fallacies.  Due  allowance  ought  there* 
fore  to  be  made  for  this  possibility — but  as  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject  admits  of  it,  there  appears  to 
be  satisfactory  ground  for  a belief  lhat  the  public 
funds  operate  as  $ resource  of  capital  to  the  cuizerfs 


190  the  Weekly  register— Saturday,  November  13,  i8is. 


fef  the  United  States,  and,  if  they  are  a resource  at 
all,  it  is  an  extensive  one. 

To  all  the  arguments  which  are  brought  to  evince 
the  impracticability  of  . success  in  manufacturing'  es- 
tablishments in  the  United  States,  it  might  have 
been  a sufficient  answer  to  have  referred  to  the  ex- 
perience of  what  has  been  already  done:  it  is  cer- 
tain that  several  important  brandies  have  grown  up 
and  flourished  with  a rapidity  which  surprises  ; af- 
fording an  encouraging  assurance  of  success  in  fu- 
ture attempts  ; of  diese  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
enumerate  the  most  considerable — 

I.  Of.  skins. — Tanned  and  tawed  leather,  dressed 
skins,  shoes,  boots  and  slippers,  harness  and  saddlery 
•f  all  kinds,  portmanteaus  and  trunks,  leather 
breeches,  gloves,  muffs  and  tippets,  parchment  and 
glue. 

II.  Of  iron. — Bar  and  sheet  iron,  steel,  nail  rods 
and  nails,  implements  of  husbandry,  stoves,  pots  and 
ether  household  utensils,  the  steel  and  iron  work  of 
carriages,  and  for  ship  building,  anchors,  scale 
beams,  and  weights,  and  various  tools  of  artificers, 
arms  of  different  kinds,  though  the  manufacture  of 
these  last  has  of  late  diminished  for  want  of  demand. 

III.  Of  wood. — Ships,  -cabinet  wares  and  turnery, 
wool  and  cotton  cards,  and  other  machinery  for  ma- 
nufactures and  husbandry,  mathematical  instru- 
ments, coopers  wares  of  every  kind. 

IV.  Of  flax  and  hump. — Cables,  sail-cloth,  cord- 
age, twine  and  packthread. 

V.  Bricks  and -coarse  tiles,  and  potters’  wares. 

VI.  Ardent  spirits,  and  malt  liquors. 

VII.  Writing  and  printing  paper,  sheathing  and 
wrapping  paper,  pasteboards,  fullers’  or  press  pa- 
pers, paper  hangings. 

VIII.  Hats  of  fur  and  wool,  and  of  mixtures  of 
both.  Women’s  stuff  and  silk  shoes. 

IX.  Refined  sugars. 

X.  Oils  of  animals  and  seeds,  soap,  spermaceti 
and  tallow  candles. 

XI.  Copper  and  brass  wares,  particularly  utensils 
fiar  distillers,  sugar-refiners  and  brewers,  andirons 
and  other  articles  for  household  use — philosophical 
apparatus. 

XII.  Tin  wares,  for  most  purposes  of  ordinary 
tfse. 

XIII.  Carriages  of  all  kinds. 

XI V.  Snuff',  chewing  and  smoking  tobacco. 

XV.  Starch  and  hair  powder. 

XVI.  Lampblack  and  other  painters’  colours. 

XVII.  Gunpowder. 

Besides  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which  arc 
tarried  on  as  regular  trades,  and  have  attained  to  a 
considerable  degree  of  maturity,  there  is  a vast 
scene  of  household  manufacturing,  which  contri- 
butes more  largely  to  the  supply  of  the  community, 
than  could  be  imagined,  without  having  made  it  an 
object  of  particular  enquiry.  This  observation  is 
tlie  pleasing  result  of  the  investigation  to  which  the 
subject  of  this  report  has  led, and  is  applicable  as  well 
tV>  tiie  southern,as  to  the  middle  and  northern  states  ; 
great  quantities  of  coarse  cloths,  coatings,  serges, 
and  flannels,  linsey  woolseys,  hosiery  of  wool,  cot- 
ton and  tliread,  coarse  fustians,  jeans  and  muslins, 
Checked  and  striped  cotton  and  linen  goods*  bed- 
ticks,  coverlets  and  counterpanes,  tow  linens,  coarse 
shirtings,  sheeting-s,  towelling  and  table  linen,  and 
various  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton,  and  of  cotton 
and  flax,  are  made  in  the  household  way,  and  in 
many  instances  to  an  extent  not  only  sufficient  for 
tiie  supply  of  the  families  in  which  they  are  made, 
but  for  sale,  and  even  in  some  cases,  for  exportation, 
lit  is  computed  in  a number  of  districts  that  two- 
thirds,  or  three-fourths,  and  even  four-fifths  of  all 
the  cloathkig  of  Vue  inhabitants,  are  made  by  them- 


selves. The  importance  of  so  great  a progress,  as 
appears  to  have  been  made  in  family  manufactures, 
within  a few  years,  both  in  a moral  and  political 
view,  renders  the  fact  highly  interesting. 

Neither  does  the  above  enumeration  comprehend 
all  the  articles  that  are  manufactured  as  regular 
trades.  Many  others  occur,  which  are  equally  well 
established,  but  which  not  being  of  equal  importance 
have  been  omitted.  And  there  are  many  attempts 
still  in  their  infancy,  which,  though  attended  with 
very  favorable  appearances,  could  not  have  been 
properly  comprised  in  an  enumeration  of  manufac- 
tories already  established.  There  are  other  articles 
also  of  great  importance,  which,  though  strictly 
speaking,  manufactures,  are  omitted,  as  being  im- 
mediately connected  with  husbandry:  such  are  flour, 
poi  and  pearl  ash,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  and  the 
like. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed,  an  objection  to  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  of  a nature  differ- 
ent from  those  which  question  the  probability  of  suc- 
cess— this  is  derived  from  its  supposed  tendency  to. 
give  a monopoly  of  advantages  to  particular  classes, at 
the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  who,  it 
is  affirmed,  would  be  able  to  procure  the  requisite 
supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  on  better  terms 
from  foreigners,  than  from  our  own  citizens,  ami 
who,  it  is  alleged,  are  reduced  to  a necessity  of 
paying  an  enhanced  price  for  whatever  they  want, 
by  every  measure,  which  obstructs  the  free  compe- 
tition of  foreign  commodities. 

It  is  an  unreasonable  supposition,  that  measures 
which  serve  to  abridge  the  free  competition  of  fo- 
reign articles,  have  a tendency  to  occasion  an  en- 
hancement of  pr  ices,  and  it  is  not  denied,  that  such 
is  the  effect  of  a number  of  cases  : but  the  fact 
does  not  uniformly  correspond  with  the  theory.  A 
reduction  of  prices  has,  in  several  instances,  imme- 
diately succeeded  the  establishment  of  a domestic 
manufacture.  Whether  it  be  that  foreign  manufac- 
turers endeavors  to  supplant  by  underselling  our 
own,  or  whatever  else  be  the  cause,  the  effect  has 
been  such  as  is  stated,  and  the  reverse  of  what  might 
have  been  expected. 

But  though  it  were  true,  that  the  immediate  anct 
certain  effect  of  regulations  controuling  the  cof/ipc* 
tition  of  foreign  with  domestic  fabrics,  was  an  in- 
crease of  price,  it  is  universally  true,  that  the  con- 
trary is  the  ultimate  effect  with  every  siiccess>ful  ma- 
nufacture. When  a domestic  manufacture  has  attain- 
ed to  perfection,  and  lias  engaged  in  the  prosecutiotf 
of  it  a competent  number  of  persons,  it  invariably  be- 
comes cheaper.  Being  free  from  the  heavy  charges 
which  attend  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities, 
it  can  be  afforded,  and  accordingly  seldom  or  never* 
fails  to  be  sold  cheaper,  in  process  of  time,  than  was 
the  foreign  article  for  which  it  is  a substitute.  The 
internal  competition,  which  takes  place,  socn  does 
away  every  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  re-' 
duces  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a 
reasonable  profit  on  the  capital  employed.  This 
accords  with  the  reason  of  the  thing  and  with  ex** 
perience. 

Whence  it  follow*?,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
Community,  with  a view  to  eventual  and  permanent 
economy,  to  encourage  the  growth  df  manufactures,, 
in  a national  view,  a temporary  enhancement  of 
price  must  always  be  well  compensated  by  a perma- 
nent reduction  of  it. 

It  is  a reflection,  which  may  with  propriety  be’ 
indulged  here,  that  this  eventual  diminution  of  the 
prices  of  manufactured  articles,  Which  is  the  result 
of  internal  manufacturing  establishments,  has  a di- 
rect and  very  important  tendency  to  benefit  agricul- 
ture* It  enables  the  farmer  to  procure,  with  a 
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Smaller  quantity  of  his  labor,  the  manufactured  pro- 
duce of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and  consequently 
increases  the  value  of  his  income  and  property. 

The  objections  which  arc  commonly  made  to  the 
expediency  of  encouraging',  and  to  the  probability 
of  succeeding  in  manufacturing  pursuits,  in  the 
United  States,  having  now  beea  discussed,  the  con- 
siderations, wh  ich  have  appeared  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  recommending  that  species  of  industry, 
fo  the  patronage  of  the  government,  will  be  mate- 
rially strengthened  by  a few  general  and  some  par- 
ticular topics,  which  have  been  naturally  reserved 
for  subsequent  notice. 

I.  There  seems  to  be  a moral  certainty  that  the 
trade  of  a country,  which  is  both  manufacturing  and 
agricultural,  will  be  more  lucrative  and  prosperous, 
than  that  of  a country  which  is  merely  agricultu- 
ral. 

One  reason  for  this  is  found  in  that  general  effort 
of  nations  (which  has  been  already  mentioned)  to 
procure  from  their  own  soils,  the  articles  of  prime 
necessity  requisite  to  their  own  consumption  and 
use  ; and  which  serves  to  render  their  demand  for  a 
foreign  supply  of  such  articles  in  a great  degree  oc- 
casional and  contingent.  Hence,  while  the  necessi- 
ties of  nations  exclusively  devoted  to  agriculture, 
for  die  fabrics  of  manufacturing  states,  are  con- 
stant and  regular,  the  wants  of  the  latter  for  the 
products  of  the  former,  are  liable  to  very  considera- 
ble fluctuations  and  interruptions.  The  great  ine- 
qualities, resulting  from  difference  of  seasons,  have 
been  elsewhere  remarked : this  uniformity  of  de- 
mand, on  one  side,  and  unsteadiness  of  it  on  die 
other,  must  necessarily  have  a tendency  to  cause  the 
general  course  of  the  exchange  of  commodities 
between  the  parties,  to  turn  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  merely  agricultural  states.  Peculiarity  of 
situation,  a climate  and  soil  adapted  to  the  produc- 
tion of  peculiar  commodities,  may,  sometimes,  con- 
tradict the  rule  ; but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  be  found,  in  the  main,  a just  one. 

Another  circumstance,  which  gives  a superiority 
of  commercial  advantages  to  states  that  manufac- 
ture, as  well  as  cultivate,  consists  in  the  more  nume- 
rous attractions,  which  a more  diversified  market 
offers  to  foreign  customers,  and  in  the  greater 
scope  which  it  affords  to  mercantile  enterprise.  It 
is  a position  of  indisputable  truth  in  commerce,  de- 
pending, too,  on  very  obvious  reasons,  that  the  great- 
est resort  will  ever  be  to  those  marts,  where  com- 
modities, while  equally  abundant,  are  more  various. 
Each  difference  of  kind,  holds  out  an  additional  in- 
ducement : and  it  is  a position  not  less  clear,  that 
the  field  of  enterprise  must  be  enlarged  to  the  mer- 
chants of  a country,  in  proportion  to  the  variety,  as 
well  as  the  abundance  of  the  commodities  which 
they  find  at  home  for  exportation  to  foreign  mar- 
kets. 

A third  circumstance,  perhaps  not  inferior  to 
either  of  the  other  two,  conferring  the  superiority 
which  has  been  stated,  has  relation  to  the  stagna- 
tions of  demand  for  certain  commodities  which,  at 
at  some  time  or  other,  interferes  more  or  less  with 
the  sale  of  411.  The  nation  which  can  bring  to  mar- 
ket but  few  articles,  is  likely  to  be  more  quickly 
and  sensibly  affected  by  such  stagnations,  than  one 
which  is  always  possessed  of  a great  variety  of  com- 
modities : the  former  frequently  finds  too  great  a 
portion  of  its  stock  of  materials,  for  sale  or  ex- 
change, lying  on  hand— or  is  obliged  to  make  inju- 
rious sacrifices  to  supply  its  wants  of  foreign  arti- 
cles, which  are  numerous  and  urgent,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  its  own. — 
The  latter  commonly  finds  itself  indemnified,  by  the 
k&i  prices  of  some  articles,  for  the  fov  price*  of 


others — and  the  prompt  and  advantageous  sale  of 
those  articles  which  are  in  demand,  enables  its 
merchants  the  better  to  wait  for  a favorable  change, 
in  respect  to  those  which  are  not.  There  is  ground 
to  believe,  that  a difference  of  situation,  in  this  par- 
ticular, has  immensely  different  effects  upon  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

From  these  circumstances  collectively,  two  inw 
portant  inferences  are  to  be  drawn  ; one,  that  there* 
is  always  a higher  probability  of  a favorable  ba- 
lance of  trade,  in  regard  to  countries,  in  which 
manufactures,  founded  on  the  basis  of  a thriving 
agriculture,  flourish,  than  in  regard  to  those,  whicht 
are  confined  wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  to  agricul- 
ture ; the  other,  (which  is  also  a consequence  of  the 
first)  that  countries  of  the  former  description  are 
likely  to  possess  more  pecuniary  wealth,  or  money, 
than  those  of  the  latter. 

Facts  appear  to  correspond  with  this  conclusion.- 
The  importation  of  manufactured  supplies,  seem  in'* 
variably  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural  people  of 
their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the  manufactur- 
ing countries  of  Europe,  be  compared  is  this  parti- 
cular, with  that  of  countries  which  only  cultivate, 
and  the  disparity  will  be  striking.  Other  causes,  it 
is  true,  help  to  account  for  this  disparity  between 
some  of  them  ; and  among  these  causes,  the  rela- 
tive state  of  agriculture;  but  between  others  of 
them,  the  most  prominent  circumstance  of  dissimili- 
tude arises  from  the  comparative  state  of  manufac- 
tures. In  corroboration  of  the  same  idea,  it  ought 
not  to  escape  remark,  that  the  West  India  islands, 
the  soils  of  which  are  the  most  fertile,  and  the  na- 
tion, which  in  the  greatest  degree  supplies  the  rest 
of  the  world,  with  the  precious  metals,  exchange 
to  a loss  with  almost  every  other  country. 

As  far  as  experience  at  home  may  guide,  it  wifi 
lead  to  the  same  conclusion.  Previous  to  the  revd- 
lut ion,  the  quantity  of  coin,  possessed  by  the  colo- 
nies, which  now  compose  the  United  States,  appeal- 
ed to  be  inadequate  to  their  circulation  ; and  their 
debt  to  Great  Britain  was  progressive.  Since  the 
revolution,  the  states,  in  which  manufactures  have 
most  increased,  have  recovered  fastest  from  the  ire- 
juries  of  the  late  war,  and  abound  most  in  pecunia- 
ry resources. 

It  ought  to  be  admitted,  however,  in  this  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  that  causes,  irrelative  to  the 
state  of  manufactures,  account,  in  a degree,  for  the 
phenomenon  remarked.  The  continual  progress  of 
new*  settlements,  lias  a natural  tendency  to  occasion 
an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  ; though  it  indem- 
nifies for  the  inconvenience,  by  that  increase  of  the 
national  capital,  which  flows  from  the  conversion 
of  waste  into  improved  lands : and  the  different  de- 
grees of  external  commerce,  which  are  carried  on  by 
the  different  states,  may  make  material  differences 
in  the  comparative  state  of  their  wealth.  The  first 
circumstance  has  reference  to  the  deficiency  of  coin 
and  the  increase  of  debt  previous  to  the  revolution  j 
the  last  to  the  advantages  w hich  the  most  manufac- 
turing states  appear  to  have  enjoyed,  over  the  others 
since  the  termination  of  the  late  war. 

But  the  uniform  appearance  of  an  abundance  of 
specie,  as  the  concomitant  of  a flourishing  state  ofv 
manufactures,  and  of  the  reverse,  where  they  d® 
not  prevail,  afford  a strong  presumption  of  their  fa- 
vorable operation  upon  the  wealth  of  a country. 

Not  only  the  wealth,  but  the  independence  andt 
security  of  a country,  appear  to  be  materially  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  manufactures.  Eve: 
ry  nation,  with  a view*  to  those  great  objects,  ought 
to  endeavor  to  possess  within  itself  all  the  essentials 
of  national  supply.  .These  comprise  the  mean§ 
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The  possession  of  these  is  necessary  lo  the  per- 
Jfc  ction  of  the  body  politic,  to  the  safety  as  well  as 
the  welfare  of  the  'Society  : the  want  of  either,  is 
i})e  want  of  an  important  organ  of  political  life  and 
motion ; and  in  the  various  crisis  which  await  a state, 
it  must  severely  feel  the  effects  of  such  deficiency. 
The  extreme  embarrassments  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  from  an  incapacity  of  supply- 
ing themselves,  are  still  matter  of  keen  recollection: 
a future  war  might  be  expected  again  to  exemplify 
the  mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a situation,  to  which 
-that  incapacity  is  still  in  too  great  a degree  appli- 
cable, unless  changed  by  timely  and  vigorous  exer- 
tions. To  effect  this  change,  as  fast  as  shall  be 
pmdent,  merits  all  the  attention,  and  all  the  zeal  of 
our  public  counsels  ; *tis  the  next  great  work  to  be 
accomplished. 

The  want  of  a navy  to  protect  our  external  com- 
merce, as  long  as  it  shall  continue,  must  render  it 
,a  peculiarly  precarious  reliance,  for  the  supply  of 
-essential  articles,  and  must  serve  to  strengthen  pro- 
-digiodsiy  the  arguments  in  favor  of  manufactures. 

To  these  general  considerations  are  added  some  of 
a more  particular  nature. 

Our  distance  from  Europe,  the  great  fountain  of 
manufactured,  supply,  subjects  us,  in  the  existing 
finite  of  things,  to  inconvenience  and  loss  in  two 
ways. 

The  bulkiness  of  those  commodities  which  are  the 
«hief  productions  of  the  soil,  necessarily  imposes 
very  heavy  charges  on  their  transportation,  to  dis- 
tant markets.  These  charges,  in  the  cases,  in  which 
the  nations,  to  whom  our  products  are  sent,  main- 
tain a competition  in  the  supply  of  their  own  mar- 
kets, principally  fall  upon  us,  and  form  material  de- 
ductions from  the  primitive  value  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished^ The  charges  on  manufactured  supplies, 
brought  from  Europe,  are  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
same  circumstance  of  distance.  These  charges, 
again,  in  the  cases  in  which  cur  own  industry  main- 
tains no  competition,  in  cur  own  markets,  also  prin- 
cipally fall  upon  us  ; and  are  an  additional  cause  of 
, extraordinary  deduction  from  the  primitive  value  of 
©ur  own  products  ; these  being  the  materials  of  ex- 
change for  the  foreign  fabrics,  which  we  consume. 

The  equality  and  moderation  of  individual  proper- 
ty, and  the  growing  settlements  of  new  districts, 
occasion,  in  this  country,  an  unusual  demand  for 
coarse  manufactures  ; the  charges  of  which  being 
greater  in  proportion  to  their  greater  bulk,  augment 
live  disadvantage,  which  has  been  just  described. 

As  in  most  countries  domestic  supplies  maintain  a 
very  considerable  competition  with  such  foreign  pro- 
ductions of  the  soil,  as  are  imported  for  sale  ; if  the 
extensive  establishment  of  manufactories  in  the  U. 
.States  does  not  create  a similar  competition  in  re- 
spect to  manufactured  articles,  it  appears  to  be  clear- 
ly deductible,  from  the  considerations  which  have 
been  mentioned,  that  they  must  sustain  a double  loss 
in  their  exchanges  with  foreign  nations ; strongly 
•onducive  to  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  and 
very  prejudicial  to  their  interests. 

These  disadvantages  press  with  no  small  weight, 
on  the  landed  interest  of  the  country.  In  seasons  of 
peace,  they  cause  a serious  deduction  from  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  the  products  of  the  soil.  lathe 
time  of  a war,  which  should  either  involve  our- 
selves, or  another  nation,  possessing  . a considerable 
share  of  our  carrying  trade,  the  charges  on  the  trans- 
portation of  our  commodities,  bulky  as  most  of  then; 
are,  could  hardly  fail  to  prove  a grievous  burden  t< 
tlte  farmer,  while  obliged  to  depend  in  so  great  de- 
gree as  he  now  does,  upon  foreign  markets  for  the 
vent  for  the  surplus  of  his  labor. 

As  far  as.  the  prosperity  of  tire  fisheries  of  the 


United  States  is  impeded  by  the  want  of  an  adequate- 
market,  there  arises  another  special  reason  for  de- 
siring the  extension  of  manufactures.  Besides  the 
fish,  which,  in  many  places,,  would  be  likely  to 
make  a part  of  the  subsistence  of  the  persons"  em- 
ployed ; it  is  known,  that  the  oils,  bones,  and  skins 
of  marine  animals,  are  of  extensive  use  in  various 
manufactures.  Hence  the  prospect  of  an  additional’ 
demand  for  the  produce  of  the  fisheries.* 

One  more  point  of  view  only  remains,  in  which  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  encouraging  manufac- 
tures in  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  an  opinion,  that 
though  the  promoting  of  manufactures,  may  be  thei 
interest  of  a part  of  the  union,  it  is  contrary  to  that 
of  another  part.  The  northern  and  southern  regions- 
are  sometimes  represented  as  having  adverse  inter- 
ests in  this  respect.  Those  are  called  manufactur- 
ing, these  agricultural  states  ; and  a species  of  op- 
position is  imagined  to  subsist  between  the  manufac- 
turing and  agricultural  interest. 

This  idea  of  an  opposition  between  those  two  in- 
terests is  the  common  error  of  the  early  periods  of 
every  country ; but  experience  gradually  dissipates, 
it-  Indeed  they  are  perceived  so  often  to  succour 
and  to  befriend  each  other,  that  they  come  at  length 
to  be  considered  as  one  ; a supposition  which  has 
been  frequently  abused,  and  is  not  universally  true. 
Particular  encouragements  of  particular  manufac- 
tures may  be  of  a nature  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
landholders  to  those  of  manufacturers  ; hut  it  is  ne- 
vertheless a maxim  well  established  by  experience, 
and  generally  acknowledged  where  there  has  been 
sufficient  experience,  that  the  “aggregate**  prosperi- 
ty of  manufactures,  and  the  “aggregate”  prosperity 
of  agriculture  are  intimately  connected.  In  the" 
course  of  the  discussion  which  has  had  place,  various 
weighty  considerations  have  been  adduced  operating 
in  support  of  that  maxim.  Perhaps  the  superior 
steadiness  of  the  demand  of  a domestic  market  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  the  soil,  is  alone  a convincing 
argument  of  its  truth. 

Ideas  of  a contrariety  of  interests  between  the 
northern  and  southern  regions  of  the  union,  are  in 
the  main  unfounded  as  they  are  mischievous.  Tit© 
diversity  of  circumstances,  on  which  such  contra- 
riety is  usually  predicated,  authorises  a directly  con- 
trary conclusion.  Mutual  wants  constitute  one  of 
the  strongest  links  of  political  connexion  : and  the 
extent  of  these  bears  a natural  proportion  to  the  di- 
versity in  the  means  of  mutual  supply. 

Suggestions  of  an  opposite  complexion,  are  ever 
to  be  deplored,  as  unfriendly  to  the  steady  pursuit 
of  one  great  common  cause,  and  to  the  perfect  har- 
mony of  all  the  parts. 

In  proportion  as  the  mind  is  accustomed  to  trace 
the  intimate  connexion  of  interest,  which  subsists 
between  all  the  parts  of  a society,  united  under  the 
same  government — the  infinite  variety  of  channels 
which  serve  to  circulate  the  prosperity  of  each  to 
and  through  the  rest — in  that  proportion  it  will  be 
little  apt  to  be  disturbed  by  solicitudes  and  appre- 
hensions, which  originate  in  local  discriminations. — 

fj Having  frequently  experienced  the  trouble  of 
many  references , f in  periodical  publications  in  gene- 
ralJ to  find  the  whole  of  a subject  too  long  fen'  inser- 
* ion  in  one  number  and  continued  through  several , 
he  editor  has  adopted  a plan  to  lessen  the  evil,  by 
commencing  such  matter  at  the  close  of  one  number* 
■o  be  resumed  at  the  beginning  of  the  next,  and  there - 
•v  diminishes  the  number  of  breaks  in  a volume. 

This  change  in  the  order  of  the  matter , has  produc- 
’d no  change  in  the  matter  itself ; as  may  be  seen  by 
ref  string  to  the  preceding  pages , 
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[continued  from  page  192-) 

It  is  a truth  as  important  as  it  is  agreeable,  and  one 
to  which  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  exceptions,  that 
every  thing  tending  to  establish  substantial  and  per- 
manent order,  in  the  affairs  of  a country,  to  increase 
the  total  mass  of  industry  and  opulence,  is  ultimate- 
ly beneficial  to  every  part  of  it.  On  the  credit  of 
this  great  truth,  an  accpiiescence  may  safely  be  ac- 
corded, from  every  quarter,  to  all  institutions,  and 
arrangements,  which  promise  a confirmation  of  pub- 
lic order,  and  an  augmentation  of  national  re- 
sources. 

But  there  are  more  particular  considerations 
which  serve  to  fortify  the  idea,  that  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  is  the  interest  of  all  parts  of 
the  union.  If  the  northern  and  middle  states  should 
be  the  principal  scenes  of  such  establishments, they 
Avouid  immediately  benefit  the  more  southern,  by 
creating  a demand  for  productions,  some  of  which 
they  have  in  common  with  the  other  states,  and 
Others  of  which  are  either  peculiar  to  them,  or  more 
abundant,  or  of  better  quality,  than  elsewhere.— 
These  productions,  principally,  are  timber,  flax, 
hemp,  cotton,  wool,  raw  silk,  indigo,  iron,  lead, furs, 
hides,  skins,  and  coals  : of  these  articles,  cotton 
and  indigo  are  peculiar  to  the  southern  states;  as 
are,  hitherto,  lead  and  coal ; flax  and  hemp  are,wr 
may  be  reused  in  greater  abundance  there,  than  in  the 
more  northern  states  ; and  the  wool  of  Virginia  is 
said  to  be  of  a better  quality  than  that  of  any  other 
state  : a circumstance  rendered  the  more  probable 
by  the  reflection,  that  Virginia  embraces  the  same 
latitudes  with  the  finest  wool  countries  in  Europe. 
The  climate  of  the  south  is  also  better  adapted  to 
the  production  of  silk. 

The  extensive  cultivation  of  cotton,  can,  perhaps, 
hardly  be  expected,  but  from  the  previous  establish- 
ment of  domestic  manufactories  of  the  article  ; and 
the  surest  encouragement  and  vent  for  the  others, 
would  result  from  similar  establishments  in  respect 
to  them. 

If,  then,  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  State’s,  generally,  to  encourage 
manufactures,  it  merits  particular  attention,  that 
there  are  circumstances  which  renders  the  present 
a critical  moment  for  entering  with  zeal  upon  the 
important  business.  The  effort  cannot  fail  to  be 
materially  seconded  by  a considerable  and  increasing 
influx  of  money,  in  consequence  of  foreign  specula- 
tions in  the  funds,  and  by  the  disorders  which  exist, 
in  different  parts  of  Europe, 

The  first  circumstance  not  only  facilitates  the 
execution  of  manufacturing  enterprises  : but  it  in- 
dicates, them  as  a necessary  mean  to  turn  the  thing 
itself  to  advantage,  and  to  prevent  its  being  even- 
tually an  evil.  If  useful  employments  be  not  found 
for  the  money* of  foreigners,  brought  to  the  country 
to  be  invested  in  purchases  of  the  public  debt,,  it 
will  quickly  be  re-exported  to  defray  the  expense  of 
an  extraordinary  consumption  of  foreign  luxuries  ; 
and  distressing  drains  of  our  specie,  may  hereafter 
be  experienced,  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the 
principal  of  the  purchased  debt. 

This  useful  employment,  too,  ought  to  be  of  a 
sature  to  produce  solid  and  permanent  knproye- 
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incuts.  If  the  money  merely  serves  to  give  a tem 
porary  spring  to  foreign  commerce — as  it  cannot 
procure  new  ajid  lastuig  outlets  for  the  products  of 
the  country — there  will  be  no  real  or  durable  ad- 
vantage gained.  As  far  as  it  shall  find  its  way  in 
agricultural  amelioration*,  in  opening  canals,  and  in 
similar  improvements,  it  will  be  productive  of  sub* 
stantial  utility.  But  there  is  r ason  to  doubt,  whe- 
ther in  such  channels  it  is  likv.  to  find  sufficient 
employment,  and  still  more,  w 4 her  those  who 
possess  it,  would  be  as  re  d ly  atti  cted  to  objects 
of  this  nature,  as  to  manufacturing  pursuits  ; which 
bear  greater  analogy  to  those  to  which  they  are  ac- 
customed, and  to  the  spirit  generated  by  them. 

To  open  the  one  field,  as  well  as  the  other,  will  at 
least  secure  a better  prospect  of  useful  employ- 
ment, for  whatever  accession  of  money  there  ha* 
been  or  may  be. 

There  is,  at  the  present  juncture,  a certain  fo- 
mentation of  mind,  a certain  activity  of  specula- 
tion and  enterprise,  which,  if  properly  directed, 
may  be  made  subservient  to  useful  purposes ; but 
which,  if  left  entirely  to  itself,  may  be  attended 
witli  pernicious  effects. 

The  disturbed  state  of  Europe,  inclining  its  citi- 
zens to  emigration,  the  requisite  workmen  will  be 
more  easily  acquired,  than  at  another  time ; and 
the  effect  of  multiplying  the  opportunities  of  em- 
ployment to  those  who  emigrate,  may  be  an  increase 
of  the  number  and  extent  of  valuable  acquisitions 
to  the  population,  arts,  and  industry  of  the  country. 

To  find  pleasure  in  the  calamities  Qf  other  na- 
tions, would  be  criminal : but  to  benefit  ourselves 
by  opening  an  asylum  to  those  who  suffer  in  conse* 
quence  of  them,  is  as  justifiable  as  jt  is  politic. 

A full  view  having  now  been  taken  Gf  the  in<juc&, 
ments  to  the  promotion  of  manuf!tCl ures  ;n 
States,  accompanied  with  an  examination  of  tlxe 
principal  objections  which  are  commonly  urged  in 
opposition,  it  is  proper,  in  the  next  place,  to  consi- 
der the  means  by  which  it  may  be  effected,  as  in- 
troductory to  a specification  of  ’the  objects,  which 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  appear  the  most  fit  tb 
be  encouraged,  and  of  the  particular  measures 
which  it  may  be  advisable  to  adopt,  in  respect  to 
each. 

In  order  to  a better  judgment  of  the  means  pros- 
per to  be  resorted  to  by  the  United  States,  it  will  be 
of  use  to  advert  to  those  which  have  been  employed 
with  success  in  other  countries.  The  principal  of 
the«-e  are — 

I.  Protecting  duties— or  duties  on  those  foreign 
articles  which  are  the  rivals  of  the  domestic  ones  in- 
tended  to  be  encouraged. 

Duties  of  this  nature  ev  dently  amount  to  a vir- 
tual bounty  on  the  domestic  f.brics,  since,  by  cni 
hancingthe  charges  on. foreign  rticles,  they  enable 
the  national  manufacturers  to  un  dersell  all  their  fo- 
reign competitors.  Tje  propriety  of  this  speeds 
of  encouragement,  need  not  to  he  dw  It  upon  ; as  it 
is  not  only  a clear  result  from  the  numerous  topics 
which  have  been  suggested,  but  is  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  Spates,  in  a vai  ietv  of  instances:  it 
has  the  additional  reeomm  n on  of  being  arc* 
source  of  revenue.  Indeed,  ad  the  dvt'm  imposed 
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on  imported  articles,  though  with  an  exclusive  view 
TO  revenue,  have  the  effect  in  contemplation,  and, 
except  where  they  fall  on  raw  materials,  wear  a 
Beneficent  aspect  towards  the  manufactures  of  the 
Country. 

II-  Prohibitions  of  rival  articles,  or  duties  equi- 
valent to  prohibitions. 

This  is  another,  and  an  efficacious  mean  of  encou- 
raging national  manufactures  : but  in  general  it  is 
6nly  fit  to  be  employed  when  a manufacture  has  made 
Such  a progress,  and  is  in  so  many  hands,  as  to  in- 
sure a due  competition,  and  an  adequate  supply,  on 
reasonable  terms.  Of  duties  equivalent  to  prohi- 
bitions, there  are  examples  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  are  other  cases,  to  which  the  prin- 
ciple may  be  advantageously  extended : but  they  are 
not  numerous. 

Considering  a monopoly  of  the  domestic  market  to 
its  own  manufacturers,  as  the  reigning  policy  of 
manufacturing  nations,  a similar  policy,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  in  every  proper  instance,  ii  die-  ■ 
fated, it  might  almost  be  said, by  the  principles  of  clis-  < 
tributive  justice  : certainly  by  the  duty  of  endea- 
voring to  secure  to  its  citizens,  a reciprocity  of  ad- 
'femtages. 

lit  Prohibitions  of  the  exportation  of  the  mate-  : 
rials  of  manufactures. 

The  desire  of  securing  a cheap  and  plentiful  sup- 
ply for  the  national  workmen,  and,  where  the  article  : 
is  "either  peculiar  to  the  country,  or  of  peculiar  qua-  < 
lily  there,  the  jealousy  of  enabling  foreign  workmen,  ■ 
fo  rival  those  of  the  nation,  with  its  own  materials, 
are  the  leading  motives  to  this  species  of  regulation, 
It  ought  not  to  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  in  no  instance 
proper ; but  it  it  is  certainly  one  Which  ought  to  be 
adopted  with  great  circumspection,  and  only  in  very 
plain  cases.  It  is  seen  at  once,  that  its  immediate 
operation  is  to  abridge  the  demand  and  keep  down 
the  price  of  the  produce  of  some  other  branch  of 
industry,  generally  speaking,  of  agriculture,  to  the 
prejudice  of  those  who  carry  it  on  ; and  though,  if 
it  be  really  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  any  very 
important  national  manufacture,  it  may  happen  that 
those  who  are  injured,  in  the  first  instance,  may  be 
eventually  indemnified,  by  the  superior  steadiness 
of  an  extensive  domestic  market,  depending  on 
that  prosperity  ; yet  in  a matter,  in  which  There  is 
so  much  room  for  nice  and  difficult  combinations, 
in  which  such  opposite  considerations  combat. each 
other,  prudence  seems  to  dictate,  that  the  expedient 
in  question,  ought  to  be  indulged  with  a sparing 
hand. 

1Y.  Pecuniary  bounties. 

This  has  been  found  one  of  the  most  efficacious 
means  of  encouraging  manufactures,  and  it  is,  in 
aome  views,  the  best.  Though  it  has  not  yet  been 
practised  upon  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  (unless  the  allowance  of  the  exportation  of 
dried  and  pickled  fish  and  salted  meat  could  be  con- 
sidered as  a bounty)  and  though  it  is  less  favored 
fay.  public  opinion,  than  some  other  modes— its  ad- 
vantages are  these — 

1.  It  is  a species  of  encouragement  more  positive 
and  direct  than  any  other,  and  for  that  veiy  reason, 
has  a more  immediate  tendency  to  stimulate  and  up- 
hold new  enterprizeSj  increasing  the  chances  of 
profit,  and  diminishing  the  risques  of  loss,  in  the 
first  attempts. 

2.  It  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  a temporary  aug- 
mentation of  price,  which  is  incident  to  some  other 
modes,  or  it  produces  it  to  a less  degree  ; either  by 
making  no  addition  to  the  charges  on  the  rival  fo- 
reign article,  as  in  the,  case  of  protecting  duties,  or 
by  making  a smaller  addition.  The  first  happens 
when  the  femd  for  the  bounty  is  derived  from  a dif- 


ferent object,  (which  may,  or  may  not,  increase  the 
price  of  some  other  article,  according  to  the  nature 
■ if  that  object)  ; the  second,  when  the  fund  is  de- 
riv  d from  the  same  or  a similar  object  of  foreign 
manufacture.  One  per  cent,  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle, converted  into  a bounty  on  the  domestic,  will 
have  an  equal  effect  with  a duty  of  two  per  cent,  ex- 
clusive of  such  bounty ; and  the  price  of  the  foreigu 
commodity  is  liable  to  be  raised,  in  the  one  case,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  other,  in  that 
of  two  per  cent.  Indeed,  the  bounty,  when  drawn 
from  another  source,  is  calculated  to  promote  a re- 
duction of  pricer  because,  without  la)  ing  any  new 
charge  on  the  foreign  article,  it  serves  to  introduce 
a competition  w ith  it,  and  to  increase  the  total  quan- 
tity of  the  article  in  the  market. 

3.  Bounties  have  not,  like  high  protecting  duties, 
a tendency  to  produce  scarcity.  An  increase  of 
price  is  not  always  the  immediate,  though,  where 
the  progress  of  a domestic  manufacture  does  not 
counteract  a rise,  it  is  commonly  the  ultimate  effect 
of  an  additional  duty.  In  the  interval,  between  the 
laying  of  the  duty  and  a proportionable  increase  of 
price,  it  may  discourage  importation,  by  interfering 
with  the  profits  to  be  expected  from  the  sale  of  the 
article. 

4.  Bounties  are  sometimes  not  only  the  best,  but 
the  only  proper  expedient,  for  uniting  the  encou- 
ragement of  a new  object  of  agriculture  with  that 
of  a new  object  of  manufacture.  It  is  the  interest 
of  the  farmer  to  have  the  production  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial promoted,  by  counteracting  the  interference 
of  the  foreign  material  of  the  same  kind.  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  manufacturer  to  have  the  material 
abundant  and  cheap.  If,  prior  to  the  domestic  pro- 
duction of  the  material,  in  sufficient  quantity,  to 
supply  the  manufacturer  on  good  terms,  a duty  be 
laid  upon  the  importation  of  it  from  abroad,  with  a 
view  to  promote  the  raising  of  it  at  home,  the  inte- 
rest both  of  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  will  be 
disserved.  By  either  destroying  the  .requisite  sup- 
ply, 6r  raising  the  price  of  the  article,  beyond  what 
cannot  be  afforded  to  be  given  for  it,  by  the  conduc- 
tor of  an  infant  manufacture,  it  is  abandoned  or 
fails  ; and  there  being  no  domestic  manufactories 
to  create  a demand  for  the  raw  material,  which  is 
raised  by  the  farmer,  it  is  in  vain,  that  the  competi- 
tion of  the  like  foreign  article,  may  have  been  de- 
stroyed. 

It  cannot  escape  notice,  that  a duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  an  article  can  no  otherwise  aid  the  do- 
mestic production  of  it,  than  fay  giving  the  latter 
greater  advantages  in  the  home  market  It  can  have 
no  influence  upon  the  advantageous  sale  of  the  arti- 
cle produced,  in  foreign  markets ; no  tendency, 
therefore,  to  promote  its  exportation. 

The  true  way  to  conciliate  these  two  interests,  is 
to  lay  a duty  on  foreign  manufactures  of  the  mate- 
rial, the  growth  of  which  is  desired  to  be  encourag- 
ed, and  to  apply  the  produce  of  that  duty  by  way 
of  bounty,  either  upon  the  production  of  the  mate* 
rial  itself,  or  upon  its  manufacture  at  home,  or  upon 
both.  In  this  disposition  of  the  thing,  the  manufac- 
turer commences  his  enterprise,  under  every  advan- 
tage, which  is  attainable  as  to  quantity  or  price  of 
the  raw  material;  and  the  farmer,  if  the  bounty  be 
immediately  given,  is  enabled  by  it  to  enter  into  a 
successful  competition  with  the  foreign  material ; 
if  the  bounty  be  to  the  manufactui’er  on  so  much 
of  the  domestic  material  as  he  consumes,  the  opera- 
tion is  nearly  the  same;  he  has  a motive  of  inte-- 
rost  to  prefer  the  domestic  commodity,  if  of  equal 
quality,  even  at  a higher  price  than  the  foreign,  so 
long  as  the  difference  of  price  is  any  thing  short  of 
the  bounty,  whiph  is  allowed  upon  the  article 
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Except  the  simple  and  ordinary  kinds  of  house- 
hold manufacture,  or  those  for  which  there  are  very 
commanding'  local  advantages,  pecuniary  bounties 
are  in  most  cases  indispensable  to  the  introduction 
of  a new  branch.  A stimulus  and  a support  not 
less  powerful  and  direct  is,  generally  speaking,  es- 
sential to  the  overcoming  of  the  obstacles  which 
arise  from  the  competitions  of  superior  skill  and 
maturity  elsewhere.  Bounties  are  especially  esseu-  particulars  winch  are  susceptible  neither  of  specie- 


wise,  numerous  exigencies,  incident  to  the  affairs 
of  a nation,  would  have  been  left  without  a provi- 
sion. The  phrase  is  as  comprehensive  as  any  that 
could  have  been  used ; because  it  was  not  tit  that 
the  constitutional  authority  of  the  union,  to  approx 
priate  its  revenues,  should  have  been  restricted  with- 
in narrower  limits  than  the  “general  welfare  and 
because  this  necessarily  embraces  a vast  variety  of 


tial,  in  regard  to  articles,  upon  which  those  foreign 
ers  who  have  been  accustomed  to  supply  a country, 
are  in  the  practice  of  granting  them 


cation  norcf  definition. 

It  is  therefore  of  necessity  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  national  legislature,  to  pronounce,  upon  theo'o- 


The  continuance  of  bounties  on  manufactures  long  jects,  which  concern  the  general  welfare,  and  for 


established,  must  almost  always  be  of  questionable 
policy : because  a presumption  would  arise  in  every 
such  case,  that  there  were  natural  and  inherent  im- 
pediments to  success.  But  in  new  undertakings, 
they  are  justifiable,  as  they  are  oftentimes  necessary. 

There  is  a degree  of  prejudice  against  bounties, 
from  an  appearance  of  giving  away  the  public  mo- 
ney, without  an  immediate  consideration,  and  from  a 
supposition,  that  they  serve  to  enrich  particular 
Classes,  at  the  expense  of  the  community. 

But  neither  of  these  sources  of  dislike  will  bear 
serious  examination.  There  is  no  purpose  to  which 
public  money  can  be  more  beneficially  applied,  than 
to  the  acquisition  of  anew  and  useful  branch  of  in- 
dustry ; no  considerations  move  Valuable  than 
permanent  addition  to  the  general  stock  of  produc- 
tive labor. 

As  to  the  second  source  of  objection,  it  equally 
lies  against  other  modes  of  encouragement  which 
are  admitted  to  be  eligible.  As  often  as  a duty  up- 
on a foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price,  it 
causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacture.  A bounty- 
does  no  more.  But  it  is  the  interest  of  the  society, 
in  each  case,  to  submit  to  a temporary  expense, 
which  is  more  than  compensated,  by  an  increase  of 
industry  and  wealth — by  an  augmentation  of  resour- 
ces and  independence — and  by  the  circumstances  of 
eventual  cheapness,  which  has  been  noticed  in  ano- 
ther place. 

It  would  deserve  attention,  however,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  this  species  of  encouragement  in  the 
United  States,  as  a reason  for  moderating  the  degree 
of  it  in  the  instances  in  which  it  might  be  deemed 
eligible,  that  the  great  distance  of  this  country  from 
Europe  imposes  very  heavy  charges  on  all  the  fabrics 
which  are  brought  from  thence,  amounting  from  15 
to  30  per  cent,  on  their  value,  according  to  their 
bulk. 

A question  has  been  made,  concerning  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  apply  this  species  of  encouragement ; but 
there  is  certainly  no  good  foundation  for  such  a ques- 
n«e  national  legislature  has  express  authori 


ty  “ to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises, to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,”  with  no  other  qualifi- 
cations than  that  “ all  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  U.  States;  that  no 
Capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in 
proportion  to  numbers  ascertained  by  a census  or 
enumeration  taken  on  the  principles  prescribed  in 
the  constitution  ; and  that  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be 
laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  state.” 

These  three  qualifications  excepted,  the  power 
to  raise  money  is  plenary  and  indefinite ; and  the 
objects,  to  which  it  may  be  appropriated,  are  no  less 
comprehensive  than  the  payment  of  the  public  debts 
and  the  providing  for  the  common  defence  and  gene- 
ral welfare.  The  terms  “general  welfare”  were 

doubtless  intended  to  signify  more  than  was  express  v , 

cd  or  imported  iu  thyi$  which  preceded;  other-! that  the  fabric,  than  the° materia^ 


which,  under  that  description,  an  appropriation  of 
money  is  requisite  and  proper.  And  there  seems  to 
be  no  room  tor  a doubt,  that  whatever  concerns  the 
general  interests  of  learning,  of  agriculture,  of  manu- 
factures, and  of  commerce,  are  within  the  sphere 
of  the  national  councils,  as  far  as  regards  an  appli- 
cation of  money. 

The  only  qualification  of  the  generality  of  the 
phrase  in  question,  which  seems  to  be  admissible,  is 
this — that  the  object,  to  which  an  appropriation  of 
money  is  to  be  tuade,  be  general  and  not  local ; its 
operation,  extending  in  fact,  or  by  possibility, 
throughout  the  union,  and  not  being  confined  to  a 
particular  spot. 

No  objection  ought  to  arise  to  this  construction, 
from  a supposition  that  it  would  imply  a power  to  do 
whatever  else  should  appear  to  congress  conducive 
to  the  genoral  welfare.  A power  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney, with  this  latitude,  which  is  granted  too  in 
express  terms,  would  not  carry  a power  to  do  any 
other  thing,  not  authorised  in  the  constitution,  ei- 
ther expressly  or  by  fair  implication. 

V.  Premiums. 

These  are  of  a nature  allied  to  bounties,  tholtgjfi 
distinguishable  from  them  in  some  important  fere- 
tures. 

Bounties  are  applicable  to  the  whole  quantity  of 
an  article  produced  or  manufactured,  or  exported., 
and  involve  a correspondent  expense  ; premiums 
serve  to  reward  some  particular  excellence  or  supe- 
riority, some  extraordinary  exertion  or  skill,  and 
are  dispensed  only  in  a small  number  of  cases.  But 
their  effect  is  to  stimulate  general  effort : contrived 
so  as  to  be  both  honorary  and  lucrative,  they  address 
themselves  to  different  passions  ; touching  the  chords 
as  well  of  emulation  as  of  interest.  They  are  acr 
cordinglv  a very  economical  mean  of  exciting  tlf* 
enterprise  of  a whole  community. 

There  are  various  societies  in  different  countries, 
whose  object  is  the  dispensation  of  premiums  for  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manufactures, 
and  commerce  : and  though  they  are,  for  the  most 
part,  voluntary  associations,  with  comparatively 
slender  funds,  their  utility  has  been  immense.  Much 
has  been  done  by  this  mean  in  Great  Britain  Scot* 
land,  in  particular,  owes  materially  to  it  a prodigious 
amelioration  of  condition.  From  a similar  establish- 
ment in  the  United  States,  supplied  and  supported, 
by  the  government  of  the  union,  vast  benefits  might 
reasonably  be  expected.  Some  further  ideas  on  this 
head,  shall  accordingly  be  submitted  in  the  conclyi-, 
sion  of  this  report. 

VI.  The  exemption  of  the  materials  of  manufad^ 
tures  from  duty. 

The  policy  of  that  exemption,  as  a general  rul$> 
particularly  in  reference  to  new  establishments,  i& 
obvious.  It  can  hardly  ever  be  advisable  to  add  the 
obstructions  of  fiscal  burdens  to  the  difficulties 
which  naturally  embarrass  a new  manufacture  ; and 
where  it  is  matured  and  in  condition  to  become  aa 
;■] object  of  revenue,  it  is,  generally  speaking,  bettey 
■- ] that  “ A * ■*'  ‘ 
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subject  of  taxation.  Ideas  of  proportion  between 
the  quantum  of  the  tax  and  the  value  of  the  article 
can  be  more  easily  adjusted  in  the  former  than  in  the 
latter  case.  Ail  argument  for  exemptions  of  this 
kind  in  the  United  States,  is  to  be  derived  from  ihe 
practice,  as  far  as  their  necessities  have  permitted, 
of  those  nations  whom  we  are  to  meet  as  competi- 
tors in  our  own  and  in  foreign  markets. 

There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  it ; of  which 
some  examples  will  be  given  under  the  next  head. 

The  laws  of  the  union  afford  instances  of  the  ob- 
servance of  the  policy  here  recommended ; but  it 
will  probably  be  found  advisable  to  extend  it  to  some 
other  cases.  Of  a.  nature,  bearing  some  affinity  to 
that  policy,  is  the  regulation  which  exempts  from 
duty  the  tools  and  implements,  as  well  as  the  books, 
clothes,  and  household  furniture  of  foreign  artists, 
who  come  to  reside  in  the  United  States  ; an  advan- 
tage already  secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  . the 
union,  and  which,  it  is  in  every  view,  proper  to  con- 
tinue. , . _ . _ 

VII.  Drawbacks  of  the  duties  which  are  imposed 
on  the  materials  of  manufactures. 

[t  lias  already  been  observed,  as  a general  rule, 
that  duties  on  those  materials  ought,  with  certain 
exceptions,  to  be  forborne.  Ox  these  exceptions, 
three  cases  occur,  which  may  serve  as  examples— 
one,,  where  the  material  is  itself  an  object  of  general 
or  extensive  consumption,  and  a fit  and  productive 
source  of  revenue  : another,  where  a manufacture  of 
a simpler  kind,  the  competition  of  which  with  alike 
domestic  article  is  desired  to  be  restrained,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  a raw  material,  from  being  capa- 
ble by  a farther  process,  to  be  converted  into  a ma- 
nufacture of  a different  kind,  the  introduction  or 
growth  of  which  is  desired  to  be  encouraged ; a 
third,  where  the  material  itself  is  a production  of 
the  country,  and  in  sufficient  abundance  to  furnish 
a cheap  and  plentiful  supply  to  the  national  manu- 
facturers. , . . 

Under  the  first  description  comes  the  article  of 
molassesr  It  is  not  only  a fair  object  of  revenue,  but 
being  a sweet,  it  is  just  that  the  consumers  of  it 
should  pay  a duty  as  well  as  the  consumers  of  su- 
par. 

Cottons  and  linen  in  their  white  state  fall  under 
the  second  description— a duty  upon  such  as  are  im- 
ported is  proper  to  promote  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  similar  articles  in  the  same  state— a draw- 
back of  that  duty  is  proper  to  encourage  the  print- 
in tr  and  staining  at  home  of  those  which  are  brought 
from  abroad.  When  the  first  of  these  manufactures 
lias  attained  sufficient  maturity  in  a country,  to  fur- 
nish a full  supply  for  the  second,  the  utility  of  the 
drawback  ceases. 

The  article  of  hemp  either  now  does  or  may  be 
expected  soon  to  exemplify  the  third  case,  in  the 
United  States.  . 

Where  duties  on  the  materials  of  manufactures 
^t-e  not  laid  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a compe- 
tition w ith  some  domestic  production,  the  same  rea- 
sons which  recommend,  as  a general  rule,  the  ex- 
emption of  those  materials  from  duties,  would  re- 
commend, as  a like  general  rule,  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks  in  favor  of  the  manufacturer  ; according- 
ly, such  drawbacks  are  familiar  in  countries  which 
systematically  pursue  the  business  of  manufactures; 
which  furnishes  an  argument  of  tiie  observance  of  a 
similar  poliev  in  the  United  States  ; and  the  idea 
has  been  adopted  by  the  laws  of  the  union,  in  the 
instan ces-of  salt  and  molasses.  It  is  believed  that  it 
will  be  found  advantageous  to  extend  it  to  some  other 
articles. 

VIII.  The  encouragement  of  new  inventions  and 
discoveries,  at  home,  and  of  the  introduction  into 


the  United  States  of  such  as  may  have  been  made  in 
other  countries ; particularly  those  which  relate  to 
machinery. 

This  is  among  the  most  useful  and  unexceptiona- 
ble of  the  aids  which  can  be  given  to  manufactures. 
The  usual  means  of  that  encouragement  are  pecunia- 
ry rewards,  and,  for  a time,  exclusive  privileges. — 
The  first  must  be  employed,  according  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  utility  of  the  invention  or  discovery. — 
For  the  last,  so  far  as  respects  “authors  and  inven- 
tors,” provision  has  been  made  by  law.  But  it  is 
desirable,  in  regard  to  improvements  and  secrets  of 
extraordinary  value,  to  be  able  to  extend  the  same 
benefit  to  introducers,  as  well  as  authors  and  inven- 
tors ; a policy  winch  has  been  practised  with  advan- 
tage in  other  countries.  Here,  however,  as  in  some 
other  cases,  there  is  cause  to  regret,  that  the  com- 
petency of  the  authority  of  the  national  government 
to  the  good,  which  might  be  done,  is  not  without  a 
question.  Many  aids  might  be  given  to  industry — 
many  internal  improvements  of  primary  magnitude 
might  be  promoted,  by  an  authority  operating 
throughout  the  union,  which  cannot  be  effected,  as 
well,  if  at  all,  by  an  authority  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a single  state. 

But  if  the  legislature  of  the  union  cannot  do  all 
the  good  that  might 'be  wished,  it  is  at  least  desira- 
ble, that  all  may  be  done  which  is  practicable. — 
Means  for  promoting  the  introduction  of  foreign  im- 
provements, though  less  efficaciously  than  might  be 
accomplished  with  more  adequate  authority,  will 
form  a part  of  the  plan  intended  to  be  submitted  in 
the  close  of  this  report. 

It  is  customary  with  manufacturing  nations  to  pro- 
hibit, under  severe  penalties,  the  exportation  of  im- 
plements ana  machines,  which  they  have  either  in- 
vented or  improved.  There  are  already  objects  for 
a similar  regulation  in  the  United  States  ; and  others 
may  be  expected  to  occur  from  time  to  time.  The 
adoption  of  it  seems  to  be  dictated  by  the  principle 
of  reciprocity.  Greater  liberality,  in  such  respects, 
might  better  comport  with  the  general  spirit  of*  the 
country;  but  a selfish  and  exclusive  policy  in  other 
quarters  will  not  always  permit  the  free  indulgence 
of  a spirit,  which  would  place  us  upon  an  unequal 
footing.  As  far  as  prohibitions  tend  to  prevent  fo- 
reign competitors  from  deriving  the  benefit  of  the 
improvements  made  at  home,  they  tend  to  increase 
the  advantages  of  those  by  whom  they  may  have 
been  introduced  ; and  operate  as  an  encouragement 
to  exertion. 

IX.  Judicious  regulations  for  the  inspection  of 
manufactured  commodities. 

This  is  not  among*  the  least  important  of  the  means, 
by  which  the  prosperity  of  manufactures  may  be  pro- 
moted. It  is  indeed  in  many  cases  one  of  the  most 
essential.  Contributing  to  prevent  frauds  upon  con- 
sumers at  home,  and  exporters  to  foreign  countries — 
to  improve  the  quality  and  preserve  the  character  of 
the  national  manufactures,  it  cannot  fail  to  aid  the 
expeditious  and  advantageous^sale  of  them,  and  to 
serve  as  a guard  against  successful  competition  from 
other  quarters.  The  reputation  of  the  flour  and 
lumber  of  some  states,  and  of  the  potash  of  others , 
has  been  established  by  an  attention  to  this  point. — 
And  the  like  good  name  might  be  procured  for  those 
articles,  wheresoever  produced,  by  a judicious  and 
uniform  system  of  inspection,  throughout  the  ports 
of  the  United  States.  A like  system  might  also  be 
extended  with  advantage  to  other  commodities. 

X.  The  facilitating  of  pecuniary  remittances  from 
place  to  place — 

Is  a point  of  considerable  moment  to  trade  in  ge- 
neral, and  to  manufactures  in  particular;  by  ren- 
dering more  easy  the  purchase  of  raw  materials  and 
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provisions,  and  the  payment  for  manufactured  sup- 1 
plies.  A general  circulation  of  bank  paper,  which  J 
is  to  be  expected  from  the  institution  lately  estab-j 
lished,  will  be  a most  valuable  mean  to  this  end. — 
But  much  good  would  also  accrue  from  some  addi- 
tional provisions  respecting  inland  lulls  of  exchange. 
If  those  drawn  in  one  state  payable  in  another,  were 
made  negociable,  every  where,  and  interest  and  da- 
mages allowed  in  carie  of  protest,  it  would  gre:  tty 
promote  negociations  between  the  citizens  of  differ- 
ent states,  by  rendering  them  more  secure  ; and, 
with  it,  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  each. 

XL  The  facilitating  of  the  transportation  of  com- 
modities. 

Improvements  favoring  this  object  intimately  con- 
cern all  the  domestic  interests  of  a community  : but 
they  may  without  impropriety  be  mentioned  as  hav- 
ing an  important  relation  to  manufactures.  There  is 
perhaps  scarcely  any  thing,  which  has  been  better 
calculated  to  assist  the  manufactures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, than  the  amelioration  of  the  public  roads  of 
that  kingdom,  and  the  great  progress  which  has 
been  of  late  made  in  opening  canals.  Of  the  former, 
the  United  Slates  stand  much  in  need  ; for  the  lat- 
ter they  present  uncommon  facilities. 

The  symptoms  of  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
inland  navigation,  which  have  lately  appeared  in 
some  quarters,  must  fill  with  pleasure  every  breast 
warmed  with  a true  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  These  examples,  it  is  to  be  hoped,-  will 
stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  government  and  citi- 
zens of  every  state.  There  can  certainly  he  no  ob- 
ject more  worthy  of  the  cares  of  the  local  adminis- 
trations ; and  it  were  to  be  wished,  that  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  national  goverment  to 
lend  its  direct  aid  on  a comprehensive  plan.  Tills  is 
one  of  those  improvements,  which  could  be  prose- 
cuted with  more  efficacy  by  the  whole,  than  by  any 
part  or  parts  of  the  union.  There  are  cases  in  which 
the  general  interest  will  he  in  danger  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  collision  of  some  supposed  local  interests.  Jea- 
lousies, in  matters  of  this  kind,  are  as  apt  to  exist, 
as  they  are.  apt  to  be  erroneous. 

T ie  following  remarks  are  sufficiently  judicious 
and  pertinent  to  deserve  a literal  quotation  : “good 
roads,  canals,  and  navigable  rivers,  by  diminishing 
the  expense  of  carriage,  put  the  remote  parts  of  a 
country  more  nearly  upon  a level  with  those  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  town.  They  are,  upon  that  ac- 
count, the  greatest  of  all  improvements.  They  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  the  remote,  which  must 
always  be  the  most  extensive  circle  of  the  country. 
They  are  advantageous  to  the  town, by  breaking  down 
the  monopoly  of  the  country  in  its  neighbor.. ood/rluv 
are  advantageous  even  to  that  part’  of  the  country. 
Though  they  introduce  some  rival  commodities  into 
the  old  market,  they  open  many  new  markets  to  its 
produce.  Monopoly,  besides-,  is  a great  enemy  to 
good  management,  which  can  never"  be  universally 
established,  but  in  consequence  of  that  free  and  uni- 
versal competition,  which  forces  every  body  to  have 
recourse  to  it,  for  the  sake  of  self-defence.  It  is 
not  more  tjian  fifty  years  ago  that  some  of  the  coun- 
ties in  the  neighborhood  of  London  petitioned  the 
parliament,  against  the  extension  of  the  turnpike 
roads,  into  the  remoter  counties.  These  remoter 
counties,  they  pretended,  from  the  cheapness  of  la- 
bor, would  be  able  to  sell  their  grass  and  corn  cheap- 
er in  the  London  market,  than  themselves,  and  they 
would  thereby  reduce  their  rents  and  ruin  their  cul- 
tivation. Their  rents,  however,  have  risen,  and 
their  cultivation  has  been  improved,  since  that  time.” 

Specimens  of  a spirit,  similar  to  that  which  go- 


verned the  counties,  here  spoken  of,  present  them- 
selves too  frequently  to  the  eye  of  an  impartial  ob- 
server, and  rentier  it  a wish  of  patriotism,  that  the 
body  in  this  country,  in  whose  councils  a local  or 
partial  spirit  is  least  iikelv  to  predominate,  were  at 
liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  the  general  in  teres*,  in 
tlio.se  instances,  in  which  there  might  be  danger  of 
tiie  interference  of  such  a spirit. 

The  foregoing  are  the  principal  of  the  meant,  by 
which  the  growth  of  manufactures  is  ordinarily  pro- 
moted. It  is,  however,  not  merely  necessary,  that 
the  measures  of  government,  which  have  a direct 
view  to  manufactures,  should  be  calculated  to  assist 
and  protect  them  ; but  that  those,  which  only  colla- 
terally affect  them  in  the  general  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration, should  be  guarded  from  any  peculiar 
tendency  to  injure  them. 

There  are  certain  species  of  taxes,  which  arc  apt 
to  be  oppressive  to  different  parts  of  the  communit  y, 
and,  among  other  ill  effects,  have  a very  unfriendly 
aspect  towards  manufactures.  A 11  poll  or  capitation 
taxes  are  of  this  nature.  They  either  proceed  ac- 
cording to  a fixed  rate  which  operates  unequally,  and 
injuriously  to  the  industrious  poor;  or  they  vest  a 
discretion  in  certain  officers,  to  make  estimates  and 
assessments,  which  are  necessarily  vague,  and  con- 
jectural,- and  liable  to  abuse.  They  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  abstained  from,  in  all  but  cases  of  dis- 
tressing emergency. 

Ail  such -taxes  (including  all  taxes  on  occupations) 
which  proceed  according  to  the  amount  of  capital 
supposed  to  be  employed  in  a business,  or  of  profits 
supposed  to  be  made  in  it,  are  unavoidably  hurtful 
to  industry.  It  is  in  vein  that  the  evil  may  be  endea- 
voured to  be  mitigated  by  leaving  it,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  tlie  option  of  the  part}-  to  be  taxed,  to  de- 
clare the  amount  of  his  Capital  or  profits. 

Men  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business  have  com- 
monly weighty  reasons  to  avoid  disclosures,  which 
would  expose,  with  any  thing  like  accuracy,  the  real 
state  of  their  affairs.  They  most  frequently  find  it 
better  to  risk  oppression,  tlnn  to  avail  themselves  of 
so  inconvenient  a refuge.  And  the  consequence  is, 
that  they  often  suffer  oppression. 

When  the  disclosure,  too,  if  made,  is  not  defini- 
tive, but  controlable  by  the  discretion,  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  revenue 
officers,  it  ismotonly  an  ineffectual  protection,  but 
t he  possibility  of  its  being  so,  is  an  additional  reason 
for  not  resorting  to  it  - 

Allowing  to  the  public  officers  the  most  equitable 
dispositions — yet  where  they  are  to  exercise  a discre- 
tion without  certain  data,  they  cannot  fail  to  be  of- 
ten misled  by  appearances.  The  quantity  of  busi- 
ness which  seems  to  be  going  on,  is,  in  a vast  num- 
ber of  cases,  a very  deceitful  criterion  of  the  pro- 
fits which  are  made  ; yet  it  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
they  can  have,  and  it  is  the  one  on  which  they  will 
most  naturally  rely.  A business,  therefore,  which 
may  rather  require  aid,  from  the  government,  than 
be  in  a capacity  to  be  contributory  to  it,  may  find 
itself  crushed  by  the  mistaken  conjectures,  of  the 
assessors  of  taxes. 

Arbitrary  taxes,  under  which  denomination  are 
comprised  all  those,  that  leave  the  quantum  of  the 
tax  to  be  raised  on  each  person,  to  the  discret  ion  of 
certain  officers,  are  as  contrary  to  the  genius  of  li- 
berty as  to  the  maxims  of  industry.  In  this  light 
they  have  been  viewed  by  the  most  judicious  observ- 
ers on  government,  who  have  bestowed  upon  them 
the  severest  epithets  of  reprobation  ; as  constitut- 
ing one  of  the  worst  features  usually  to  be  met  with 
in  the  practice  of  despotic  governments. 

C'i'o  be  coniihued.J 


198  'The  weekly  register— Saturday,  November  20, 1813. 


Progress  of  the  enemy. 

We  insert  the  following’  “project  for  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  to  X r. \v - E Poland,”  to  shew  honest 
men  the  progress  of  the  enemy , ancl  to  perpetuate  to 
infamy  the  faction  that  subserves  his  iniquitous 
purposes.  I call  it  a faction,  aye,  a base  and  prosti- 
tute faction,  that  every  reflecting’  American,  whe- 
ther he  be  a “ republican ” or  a “ federalist ” must 
reprobate  and  despise. 

Cut  such  are  the  doctrines  of  a very  extensive 
“knot  of  knaves,”  who  have  their  confidential 
friends  and  fellow  laborers  scattered  through  the 
United  States.  Of  themselves,  they  are  contempti- 
ble ; but,  through  the  blind  adherence  of  many  to 
party,  of  some  consideration  in  the  republic  ; pre- 
tending to  patriotism , to  a love  of  peace,  to  federal- 
ism ! ! — and  more  than  all,  to  a reverence  for  the 
practice  and  precepts  of  WASHINGTON!!! — a 
name  of  such  tali ^ manic  virtue,  as,  in  the  eyes  of 
s'ome,  to  purge  of  his  crime  the  basest  wretch  that 
calls  upon  it;  through  the  attributes  that  belong  to 
it  are  as  different  from  the  qualities  of  his  affected 
follower,  as  the  ministrations  of  an  angel  to  the 
machinations  of  a devil. 

Washington-  told  us  to  “FROWN  INDIGNANT- 
LY ON  THE  FIRST  DAWNING  OF  EVERY  AT- 
TEMPT TO  ALIENATE  ANY  PORTION  OF  THE 
COUNTRY  FROM  THE  REST,  OR  TO  ENFEE- 
BLE THE  SACRED  TIES  THAT  NOW  LINK  ITS 
VARIOUS  PARTS.”  I shall  obey  this  injunction, 
let  he  be  offended  that  will.  I would  purchase  no 
man’s  patronage  by  an  apparent  insensibility  to  this 
mos t vile  propos'd' ion.  The:  e is  danger  in  becoming 
familiar  with  such  things — no  man  grows  instantly 
vile ; and  he  who  terminates  a horrid  life  on  the 
gallows  unrepented  of  the  past,  and  careless  of  the 
future,  might  have  been  saved,  if  he  had  been  check- 
ed on  his  first  step  from  virtue.  It  is  criminal  to 
look  at  those  proceedings  with  indifference,  or 
smile  at  them  as  the  ravings  of  infuriated  men — we 
should  “frown”  upon  them, — particularly  at  their 
“first  dawning;”  nipping  in  its  bud,  the  terrible 
mischief  that  must  follow  the  treason,  if  suffered  to 
come  to  maturity.  It  is  no  question  between  the 
*( republican ” and  the  “federalist  but  a plain  case  at 
issue  between  the  American  and  his  enemy — a des- 
perate foreign  faction,  led  on  by  an  ambition , that 
would 

“Rather  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven.” 

I have  no  fear  of  what  this  faction  may  do,  further 
than  demoralize  the  people,  and  gradually  under- 
mine their  veneration  forthe  constitution  ; though 
I know  very  well  that  Great  Britain  has  counted 
much  on  “her  party”  in  the  United  States.  For,  in 
in  the  present  state  of  tilings,  the  brawny  arm  of 
the  farmer,  mechanic  and  manu  facturer  is  every  where 
rekdy  to  seize  the  traitor  by  the  throat,  and  make 
his  soul  shrink  into  the  darkness  that  belongs  to  tbe 
infernal  passions  that  influence  him.  Yet  I think  it 
right  to  hold  up  their  movements  to  execration;  for 
“Vice  is  a monster  of1  sue.li  hideous  mien, 

“That  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  seen.” 

Let  every  American  read  the  proposition  ; and  if 
he  yet  doubts  what  he  should  do,  let  him  turn  to 
and  carefully  peruse  the  last  legacy  of  Washing- 
ton,* being  his  farewell  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  reproba.  * it  as 
it  deserves— and  “frown”  into  annihilation  the  trou- 
bled .spirit  that  devised,  or  aided  and  assisted  in 
offering  it  to  public  consideration. 

We  should  despise  ourselves  for  proposing  a re- 
mark, by  way  of  argument,  on  the  doctrines  ad- 
vanced by  the  factionist.  Every  position  is  false  ; 

*&ee  Vol.  HI,  page  $85. 


and  their  impudence  is  equalled  only  bjr  the  total 
disregard  of  truth  in  the  writer  and  publisher.  But 
it  shews  the  verity  of  the  matters  that  John  Henry 
disclosed,  and  the  following  extract  from  one  of  his 
letters  to  governor  Craig  [of  Canada]  is  so  exactly 
in  point,  that,  while  we  refer  to  the  whole  corres- 
pondence [see  Weekly  Register,  vol.  II,  page  18.1 
we  cannot  refuse  to  reinsert  it  here  r It  is  dated  at 
Boston,  March  7,  1809 — 

“I  have  now  ascertained  with  as  much  accuracy  as 
possible,  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  by  the 
party  in  Massachusetts  that  is  opposed  to  the  mea- 
sures and  politics  of  the  general  government.  I have 
already  given  a decided  opinion  that  a declaration 
of  war  is  not  to  be  expected:  but,  contrary  to  alt 
reasonable  calculation,  should  the  congress  possess 
spirit  and  independence  enough,  to  place  their  popu- 
larity in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a measure,  the  l eg  is - 
, lature  of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the 
neighboring  states  ; will  declare  itself  permanent, 
until  a new  election  of  members;  invite  a congress 
to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  the  federal  states, 
and  erect  a separate  government.  This  congress 
would  probably  begin  by  abrogating  the  offensive 
laws,  and  adopting  a plan  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  power  and  authority  thus  assumed.  They  would, 
by  such  an  act,  be  in  a condition  to  make  or  receive 
proposals  f rom  Great  Britain and  I should  seize  the 
first  moment  to  open  a correspondence  with  your 
excellency.  Scarce  any  other  aid  would  be  neces- 
sary, and  perhaps  none  required  than  a few  vessels 
of  war  from  the  Halifax  station,,  to  protect  the  man- 
time towns  from  the  little  navy  which  is  at  the  disposal 
of  the  mitio?ial  government.  What  permanent  conneo 
tion  between  Great  Britain  and  this  section  of  the 
republic  would  grow  out  of  a civil  commotion, 
such  as  might,  be  expected,  no  person  is  prepared  to 
describe;  but  it  seems  that  a strict  alliance  must 
result  of  necessity.” 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  volume 
of  the  Register  wherein,',  in  the  “ wbys  and  where- 
fores” that  have  governed  me,  I promised  some  no- 
| tice  of  the  population,  resources,  future  prospects, 

| of  the  several  states,  many  correspondents  have 
j urged  the  task.  But  all  the  documents  necessary 
for  the  purpose  are  not  yet  collected,  and  some  may 
not  be  obtained  until  after  the  meeting  of  congress — 
when  they  are  had,  I shall  attempt  to  shew,  and  feel 
confident  to  demonstrate,  the  utter  contempt  and 
insignificance  of  the  seat  of  the  faction,  separated 
from  and  compared  with  the  other  parts  of  the  con- 
federacy  to  explain  how  their  “commerce,”  the 

great  god  they  worship,  would  leave  them,  because 
they  have  nothing  whereon  to  feed  bis  avarice  ; nor 
can  they  command  it,  though  like  the  Butch,  they 
might  “ trample  on  the  cross”  to  have  it.— — to  shevv^ 
that  their  population  now  rapidly  declining  (and  eve- 
ry day  losing  its  influence  by  an  increase  in  other 
parts)  would  leave  them  by  thousands  for  more  fer- 
tile countries  and  less  oppressed  states,  where  bread 
enough  is  raised  for  the  consumption,  with  a great 
surplus  for  exportation.  Tbe  folks  at  Boston,  who 
seize  on  the  revolutionary  fame  of  Massachusetts , 
shall  see  that  things  have  greatly  altered  since 

1776 as  for  instance,  Kentucky  and  Ohio  were 

then  wildernesses — they  now  have  as  great  a popula- 
tion as  Massachusetts,  including  the  district  of 
Maine.  Nor  is  there  less  change  in  the  relative 
wealth  and  resources  of  the  several  states.  Many 
silly  people  thought  if  Boston  would  not  support  the 
government  with  money,  the  “wheels  must  stop 
and,  to  prevent  supplies,  very  ungenerous  and  vr gen- 
tlemanly means  were  used.  In  1776,  Baltimore,  com- 
pared  with  Boston , was  a mere  speck  in  the  political 
<^cale ; but  now  the  latter  has  a greater  population 
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and  jiuch  more  capital,  (good  honest,  specie,  or  bank 
note*  circulating  the  same  as  specie)  than  the  former ; 
not  to  mention  jYew-  York  and  Philadelphia,  On  the 
loans  we  may  say  more  hereafter ; but  we  venture 
the  opinion,  th&t  Pennsylvania  has  the  ability  to  raise 
more  money,  real  money,  than  the  whole  of  the 
boasted  “ New- England  States.”  Improved  land  in 
that  state  sells  within  from  50  to  70  miles  of  a sea- 
port, at  from  200  to  250§  per  acre,*  by  the  hundred 
acres,  entire  plantations,  if  of  good  quality;  and 
money  was  never  so  plenty  as  now.  Why  are  these 
changes  '?  W“  shall  shew  they  are  t he  natural  result 
of  soil,  situation  and  climate;;  and  that  they  will 
yet  proceed  to  an  extent  far  more  alarming  to  the 
faction,  if  it  shall,  remain  to  fret  and  vex  itself. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  we  apprehend  the  neces- 
sity of  these  remarks.  We  would  speak  of  all  parts 
of  the  union  as  having  a community  of  interest,  as 
indeed  they  have  ; and  have  it  supposed  as  impossi- 
ble to  dissolve  the  confederacy  as  to  stop  the  courses 
of  the  planets.  We  are  decidedly  opposed  to  all 
■** geographical  distinctions ” which  Washington  so 
severely  reprehended,  and  avoid  mentioning  them, 
even  in  common  conversation  : but  it  seems  right  to 
bringdown  the  “high  blown  pride”  of  the  faction 
that  deceives  honest  “ New- England,”  and  arrogates 
to  itself  all  the  talents,  all  the  wealth,  and  all  the 
respectability  of  the  nation — and  we  shall  pursue  the 
matter,  we  trust,  equally  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
true  Americans.. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

PROJECT  FOR  THE  RESTORATION  OF  PEACE  TO  NEW 
ENGLAND. 

It  being  now  pretty  well  ascertained  that  all  New 
England,  that  is  to  say,  all  that  part  of  the  United 
.Stases  which  has  a homogeneous,  uniform,  national 
character,  is  opposed  to  this  unjust  and  ruinous  War, 
it  remains  now  to  consider  bv  what  means  they  can 
jrestore  to  themselves  the  blessings  of  peace  consis- 
tently with  the  constitution  and  the  preservation  of 
internal  quiet. 

We  enter  on  this  discussion  upon  the  supposition, 
that  the  people  of  New  England  will  not  alter  their 
views  on  account  of  any  partial  successes  in  Canada. 
Should  the  United  States  or  its  unjust  and  unwise 
administration  succeed  with  seven  millions  of  peo- 
ple, whose  resources  they  command,  to  eonquer  Up- 
per or  even  Lower  Canada,  an  event  that  we  have 
Always  deemed  probable,  the  situation  of  New  Eng- 
land, instead  of  being  in  any  degree  ameliorated, 
Will  be  rendered  most  dreadful. 

Their  commerce,  on  which  they  rely,  will  b/ more 
vigorously  assailed  and  more  certainly  destroyed — 
their  fisheries  will  be  annihilated,  and  their  new 
■neighbors  who  have  plunged  them  into  this  war,  the 
very  men  who  have  often  threatened  to  cut  their 
throats  because  they  did  not  agree  with  them  in  the 
expediency  of  destroying  their  birth-right.  Com- 
merce, will  be  in  an  armed  attitude  as  victors  on 
their  frontiers.  The  conquest  then  of  all  Canada 
including  Quebec,  will  be  deemed  by  all  enlighten- 
ed people  in  New  England  as  only  the  signal  of  their 
downfall  and  ruin. 

They  wilj  therefore  be  more  desirous  of  peace  than 
ever.  How  is  this  to  be  obtained  ? The  constitution 
has  provided  them  with  direct,  regular  and  easy 
means.  Means,  which  render  unnecessary  civil 
commotions,  separation,  or  any  of  the  other  extreme 
remedies  which  might  be  worse  than  the  disease. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  pro- 
vided that  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated,  are 
referred  to  the  states  respectively  or  to  the  people. 

* Some  faring  in  York  county,  have  sold  for  g>275 
gp.  acre. 


By  the  same  instrument  it  is  provided,  that  “no 
| state  shall  without  the  consent  if  congress  enter  into 
any  treaty  with  any  foreign  state  or  power.”  This 
provision  is  therefore  tantamount  to  a declaration, 
that  any  stale  with  the  consent  of  congress  may  en- 
jter  into  a treaty  with  any  foreign  power. 

[ The  constitution  then  has  authorised  us,  and  our 
necessities  and  interest  invite  us,  to  endeavor  to  make 
a separate  ti'eaty  with  Great  Britain,  asking  however 
the  consent  of  congress.  This  I think  we  ought  to 
do,  and  this  1 presume  they  will  not  on  their  own 
principles  refuse. 

Timid  men  ought  not  to  be  alarmed  at  a propor- 
tion winch  it  seems  was  contemplated  in  the  forma- 
tion of  our  constitution.  There  ought  to  be  nothing 
to  alarm  us  in  the  exercise  of  a constitutional  right, 
especially  when  its  exercise  is  so  important,  and  is 
to  restore  to  us  the  blessings  of  peace. 

The  prudent  and  moderate  state  of  Connecticut 
has  already  availed  itself  of  another  of  these  nega- 
tive clauses  of  the  constitution.  The  constitution 
provides  that  “no  state,  except  in  time  of  war , shall 
keep  on  foot  troops,”  &c. 

Connecticut  has  construed  this  into  an  express  ad- 
mission that  any  state  in  time  of  war  mav  keep  on 
foot  troops,  and  has  organized  a corps  of  elite  for 
their  defence  against  foreign  or  domestic  foes. 

Some  may  think  it  inconsistent  with  the  federal 
union,  for  one  or  more  states  to  make  a separate 
peace,  but  if  they  will  look  into  history  they  will 
find  many  examples  of  confederated  vepublies  or 
states  in  which  a part  of  them  maintained  a perfect 
neutrality. 

There  have  been  times  in  which  the  province  of 
Holland  alone,  without  the  other  six  provinces,  has 
been  engaged  in  war.  The  Germanic  body  offers 
many  sueh  examples.  Our  own  country  exhibits 
one  instance  very  striking.  During  our  revolutiona- 
ry war  it  was  agreed  that  the  Island  of  Bermuda 
should  remain  neutral,  and  acts  of  the  then  congress 
were  passed  directing  our  cruisers  to  respect  that 
neutrality. 

It  was  not  considered  by  Great  Britain  a crime  in 
Bermuda  to  request  it,  nor  against  their  policy  to 
grant  it. 

It  cannot  therefore  be  deemed  in  New  England 
an  indecorous  request  to  ask  that  they  may  be  per- 
mitted to  stand  neuter  in  a war  which  they  oppoaed 
unamiously,  which  is  fatal  to  their  interests,  and 
which  may  ultimately  destroy  their  liberties. 

The  states  in  favor  of  the  war  urged  it  from  one 
or  the  other  of  all  the  following  motives. 

1st.  A desire  to  drive  the  Indians  out  of  lands  which 
they  wanted  to  purchase  and  which  they  could  not  in 
any  other  way  so  cheaply  acquire. 

2ndly.  To  rob  the  poor  Canadians , and  acquire  a, 
new  and  easier  outlet  for  the  production  of  the  western 
states. 

3dly.  To  divert  the  forces  of  Great  Britain , and 
thus  favor  the  progress  of  Bonaparte  in  his  conquest  of 
Spain  and  Russia.  The  expeditions  into  Spanisji 
America  are  made  with  the  same  view. 

Lastiy.  To  add  new  territories  to  the  United  States 
to  be  held  by  right  of  conquest  in  which  not  only  votes 
would  be  obtained,  but  a military  force  might  be  kept 
to  insure  the  submission  of  the  Eastern  States. 

It  is  not  perceived  that  our  neutrality  would  affed 
either  these  objects. — The  war  may  still  be  prosecu- 
ted by  the  heroes  of  the  west — Canada  may  be  sub- 
dued— Its  inhabitants  honorably  plundered— The  In- 
dians destroyed  and  exterminated— :Great  Britain 
weakened  and  her  force  diverted — and  New  England 
surrounded  with  victorious,  and  mercenary,  and-de* 
voted  troops,  much  more  ready  and  willing  to 
tmx  throats  than  either  the  British  or  the  Indians. 
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I ask,  then,  seriously,  whv  New -England  should 
Pot  unite  as  one  man,  and  ask  permission  to  make  a 
gepardte  peace  pursuant  to.  the  constitution , leaving  all 
tlieir  obligations  and  connections  with  the  United 
States  in  full  force,  and  why  the  other  states  who  arc 
left  in  possession  of  all  the  blessings  and  advantages 
of  War  and  all  its  fruits,  which  we  do  not  ask  to  di- 
vide with  them,  should  not  agree  to  our  propositi. 

This  is  no  sudden  thought,  nor  is  it  done  -without  the 
WOst  serious  ami  solemn  reflection. 

I hope  e vert)  legislator  in  New  England  will  ponder 
Upon  and  be  prepared  to  meet,  the  question  this  winter. 

If  we  unite,  and  congress  agree  as  they  ought  to 
do,  to  it,  we  shall  once  more  be  happy.  It  they  do 
not  agree  to  it,  but  unveasonabh  refuse  it,  it  will 
then  remain  for  the  wise  and  prudent  to  decide  what 
We  ought  to  do  when  a just  and  reasonable  and  con- 
stitutional request  is  refused. 

A CONSTITUTIONALIST. 


MISCE  LLANEOU  ST 

ling  .Argus. — We  have  always  considered  captain 
■ Staples*  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Argus  by  the 
Pelican  as  a pure  “British  official ” or,  in  other 
Words,  as  a great  falshood.  We  are  yet  to  learn  the 
facts  from  our  own  officers — one,  however,  of  high 
importance,  has  leaked  out  in  the  London  papers  in 
these  Words  ; — “As  the  action  closed,  his  majesty’s 
ship  Leonidas,  [rated  38]  captain  Seymour,  fell  in 
with  them,”  [the  Argus  and  Pelican .]  It  was  not 
convenient  for  captain  Maples  to  state  this  incident ; 
which,  doubtless,  led  to  the  surrender  of  our  vessel. 

The  Scourge  privateer  still  doing  a great  busi- 
ness off  the  North  Cape.  Not  a vessel  for  Archangel 
escapes  her  (says  a letter  from  Lisbon. J “Every 
thing  taken  is  sh*e  of  being  saved,  as  three  hours 
grail  will  send  them  in  behind  a chain  of  islands,  and 
on  the  one  at  the  entrance,  the  privateer  has  erected, 
or  rather  repaired  and  supplied  an  old  battery,  strong 
enough  to  keep  off  small  cruisers.  The  Danes  take 
possession  of  them  immediately,  and  conduct  them 
to  Drontheim,  so  that  the  crew  of  the  Scourge  re- 
mains complete,  as  Danes  are  hired  to  man  the  for- 
tress the}’  have  erected. 

Commodore  Perry  was  received  with  great  respect 
by  the  corporation  of  Albany , on  the  8th  inst.  and 
the  common  council  voted  him  the  freedom  of  the 
city  in  a gold  case,  with  an  elegant  sword.  Jle  has 
since  arrived  at  Newport,  I?.  I.  where  he  was  received 
with  rapture-  It  is  said  he  is  to  command  on  that 
Station  until  a frigate  is  provided  for  him. 

The  corporation  of  New  York  have  given  the  name 
of  “ Perry -street”  to  one  of  the  new  streets  of  that 
city,  in  honor  of  the  hero  of  Erie. 

By  our  latest  accounts  from  Halifax,  it  appears 
that  the  British  have  1j6  vessels  of  War,  carrying 
3139  guns,  on  the  North  American  station.  A pret- 
ty handsome  armament  to  manage  “ five  or  six  in- 
built frigates.” 

All  the  reports  agree  in  stating  the  usage  of  our 
people,  prisoners  there,  as  horrible.  A late  Port- 
land piper  has  the  following,  which  we  believe  is 

literally  true “ It  is  well  that  the  public  should 

have  an  idea  of  the  place  where  our  Americans  are 
confined.  To  give  a full  description  is  not  in  our 
power  ; but  agreeably  to  information  received,  Mel- 
ville Island  where  TWELVE  HUNDRED  Americans 
are  confined,  is  little  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  from  its  low  situation  is  generally  very  unhealthy 
•—its-  circumference,  about  sixteen  hundred  feet — on 
this  nauseous  spot  is  situated  a building  of  two  sto- 
rieS—130  feet  in  length  aud  40  feet  broad— and  of 


the  upper  room  30  feet  is  set  apart  for  the  sick — tire 
remainder  of  this  apartment  now  cofit 3ms  180 
American  prisoners.  In  the  lower  room  are  770  more 
cooped  up  to  breathe  the  same  breath  and  generate 
disease  by  this  narrow  confine — 350  more  are  near 
this  island  on  board  a prison  ship.  In  this  situation, 
under  the  most  rigorous  treatment,  our  brethren  re- 
main—-the  brave  tars  of  our  navy  and  many  of  the 
soldiers  of  our  country  are  here  doomed  to  breathe 
their  last  from  a pestilence  which  carries  off  three  or 
four  of-a  day— and  to  heighten  the  poignancy  of  their 
reflections,  they  are  told  bv  the  British  agent,  Mil- 
ler, u to  die  and  be  damned”— The  king  has  150  acres 
of  land  to  bury  them.” 

\ We  have  also  many  anecdotes  like  the  annexed — 
j certain  British  officers  at  Halifax  were  endeavoring 
j to  entice  a boy,  an  apprentice  to  an  American  mer- 
idian t,  to  enter  their  service — on  which  an  officer  of 
the  late  Yorktown  privateer  who  s'tood  by  said,  **  Joe 
don’t  go.”  For  his  impudence , he  was  put  ten  days  in 
the  black  hole,  on  short  allowance. 

They  have  impressed  fifteen  men  from  the  prison 
ship  at  Quebec,  and  forced  them  to  do  duty  in  their 
ships.  Among  them  are  two  citizens  of  Maryland  j 
to  wit,  William  Kelly,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  who 
again  entered  to  serve  his  country,  and  John  Todd,  a 
native  of  Prince  George’s  county,  both  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  infantry. 

The  fact  is,  if  the  barbarities  of  the  enemy  beggar 
all  description,  the  venality  and  baseness  of  our 
I own  citizens  forms  a fair  counterpart  to  them.  In 
the  month  of  September,  in  the  course  of  one  day, 
27,0 00  barrels  of  flour  arrived  at  Halifax  from  the 
United  States.  It  is  transported  from  the  grain- 
growing  slates,  by  internal  conveyances,  to  eastern 
ports  “ not  blockaded  from  w hence,  by  Swedish 
fags  and  oilier  means,  it  goes  immediately  to  feed 
the  enemy.  A gentleman  who  lias  just  arrived  home, 
says,  that  when  he  left  Halifax,  there  were  upwards 
iof  two  hundred  “ moral  and  religious”  Americans , in 
j that  city,  in  open  and  direct  communication  with  the 
British — smuggling  backwards  and  forwards.  Will 
congress  hesitate  to  deny  the  exportation  of  provi- 
sions ? Had  this  been  done  at  the  last  session,  the 
present  atate  of  things  would  have  been  materially 
different.  We  pray  to  heaven,  that,  while  the  war 
lasts,  we  may  have  no  half-way  measures.  They  are 
disgraceful  to  the  age  we  live  in.  What  is  it  if  our 
j seamen  and  soldiers  are  brave,  if  the  legislative  pow- 
er of  the  country  fights  against  them  r 

The  London  Pilot  of  the  11th  of  August,  says 
that  thirteen  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
have  been  seized  by  the  British  in  the  port  of  Cun- 
ton,  - This,  we  suppose  is  the  respect  of  the  enemy 
for  “ neutral  rights 

The  Tenedos  frigate,  and  her  guard.  La  Hogue  of 
74  guns,  has  returned  to  Halifax,  from  a cruise  of 
about  3 months  for  commodore  Rodgers.  They  cap- 
tured nothing  but  one  Spanish  vessel. 

Several  British  vessels  of  war  have  lately  arrived 
at  Quebec,  said  to  have  on  board  considerable  rein- 
forcements. Among  them  the  brave  sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with, and  2(500  of  his  gallant  marines,  so  famous 
for  their  deeds  in  the  Chesapeake.  300  seamen  for 
die  lake  flotillas  have  also  arrived  there.  Some 
troops  are  also  reported  to  have  arrived  at  Halifax 
from  England. 

Mr.  Croker,  (says  the  Aurora  J in  his  late  pane- 
gyric in  the  British  parliament,  upon  the  British 
navy,  [see  page  138]  mentions  John  Humble,  boat- 
swain of  the  late  frigate  Java.  There  is  an  anecdote 
of  Humble  which  may  never  have  come  to  Mr.  Cho- 
ker’s ears.  It  is  related  by  the  officers  of  Constitu- 
tion who  were  present  when  the  ^rcurastance  took 
place  It  is  this  : 
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!i  general  order  inserted,  below,  it  ap- 
is majesty's”  government  has  directed 


Two  or  three  evenings  after  t lie  crew  of  the  Javajout  for  the  express  purpose  of  gulling  the  British 
were  taken  on  board  the  Constitution,  Humble  was  nation  ; and,  prostituted  as  the  press  is,  il  one  theni 
sitting’ in  a corner  of  a ward  room,  in  which  there  I should  succeed' in  taking  an  American  frigate,  the 
were  a number  of  officers  of  both  ships.  A British  design  will  be  partially  effected. 

By  a British 
pears  that  “his 

the  close  imprisonment  o {'forty-six  American  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officer #,  to  be  retained  as  host- 
ages for  the  safety  of  twenty-three  soldiers  we  hold 
in  security  for  the  release  of  as  many  of  our  citizens, 
taken  at  Queenstown,  and  sent  to  England,  on  the 
pretence  of  their  being  British  born  subjects,  ike. 

Commodore  Decatur  lired  a salute  at  New - London, 
for  Harrison's  victory;  but  brigadier-general  Burbcck 
(ofthe  U.  S.  army J did  not. 

Montreal,  October  30. 

Yesterday  sixty-two  American  prisoners  arrived 


A British 

lieutenant  of  marines  observed,  “He  wished  to  hea- 
ve!! that  the  crew  of  the  Java  were  again  on  board 
of  her  in  good  condition,  and  that  the}'  might  again 
fall  in  with  the  Constitution — he  had  no  doubt  the} 
would  give  a very  different  account  of  her.”  Hum- 
ble looked  up,  and  said — “Sir,  whenever  in  the  Java, 
or  anv  other  British  frigate,  you  may  fall  in  with,  as 
an  enemy,  such  a ship  and  such  a ship’s  company  as 
fhi<f,  j had  rather  be  on  yonder  bills  (pointing  to  the 
hills  on  tiie  coast  of  South  America)  looking  at  ye, 
than  to  be  on  board  of  ye  !” 

British  naval  glory. — “ From  the  Condon  Morning 
Chronicle: — It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  traits  in  the  _ 

character  of  the  present  naval  administration,  that  a I here,  winch  were  taken  in  the  upper  province  and  at 
line  of  battle  ship , with  an  admiral’s  flag  flying  (that I Chateauguay. 

of  lord  Amelins  Ileauclerk,)  is  now  appointed  to  j We  see  by  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  the^lst  insr. 
cruise,  in  hopes  of  encountering  an  American  fri-  that  the  embargo  on  all  articles  of  grain  and  proro- 
gate !”  sion  which  had  been  continued  to  the  5th  of  the  pre- 

A good  remark. — An  eastern  editor  asks  the  iCmoral  sent  month,  is  extended,  (with  the  exception  ofsup- 
end  religions  people ,”  who  hold  it  wrong  to  make  war  [ plies  necessary  for  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of  Lu- 
upon  the  “ innocent  Canadians ” — if  Great  Britain  did\  brador,  and  the  settlements  on  the  Anticosti,)  ’till 
not  cox nu Eli  that  country  by  the  aid  or  OCR  ances-  die  15th  of  December  next. 
tors?  . , MILITARY. 

A Boston  paper  says,  that  the  commander  of  the  From  the  Northern  . Irmies.—We  have  no  official 
fort  at  Newport,  R.  I.  has  issued  an  order,  stating  information,  nor,  indeed,  any  other  account  that  can 
that  no  American  vessel  will  be  permitted  to  leave  j be  relied  upon.  It  is  stated,  that  Gen-  IVilkinson 
that  place  with  more  provisions  on  board  than  is  s nf- { lef  c Grenadier  island,  about  the  1st  inst.  with  his 
ficient  for  the  crew.  I whole  force  8,700  men,  to  proceed  down  the  St.  Laiv- 

A Newbwpport  paper  says,  “The  elegant  man-  j mice.  Besides  those,  he  had  three  regiments  of 
sion-house,  late  of  gen.  Peabody,  built  a few  years  [light  dragoons  at  Ogdc.nsburg.  it  is  further  said, 
since  at  an  an  expence  of  31, OOP  dollars,  (land  Sec.  that  the  advance  under  gen.  Brown  had  had  askir- 
included)  went  off  under  the  hammer,  last  Tuesday,  jin  ish  with  the  enemy,  whom  he  directly  dispersed, 
at  7,550  dollars  ! — O tempora  /”  I 1 he  troops  from  fort  George  had  joined.  Chavncey 

In  Fennsylvania,  i-ntire  plantations,  hundreds  ofjstdl  employed  in  waiting  on  sir  James  L.  Yeo.  Jt  is 
acres,  50  or  60  miles  from  a sea-port,  are  selling  for  | uncertain  whether  Kingston  or  - Montreal  was  aimed 
$5250  per  acre.  O Mores  ! i at.  Montgomery  took  the  latter  on  the  12th  of  No- 

B rigadter-general  Cass , has  been  appointed  provi- 1 vember,  1775.  Of  Hampton's  skirmish  we  have  no 
sional  governor  of  the  Michigan  territory.  additional  information  worthy  of  note.  A Buffalo 

Steele's  navy  list.  There  never  was  a set  of  ere  a- 1 paper  of  Nov.  2,  says  that  on  the  preceding  Wcdnes- 
tures  so  wretchedly  deceived  as  the  British.  We | day  the  troops  under  Harrison  crossed  the  Niagara, 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  this  delu-  at  Black  Rock,  and  marched  for  Fort  George—  the 
sion  till  the  “events  of  the  war”  brought  to  us  their  enemy  are  said  yet  to  have  some  troops  in  the  vi- 
“ official  accounts ” of  things  with  which  tue  also  were  cinity.  It  seems  as  if  Harrison  himself  had  after- 
acquainted.  John  Bull  is  to  be  pitied;  for  every  wards  went  on  to  join  / i ilk  in  son.  We  think  that 
chance  of  information  is  so  polluted,  that  he  cannot  for  next  week’s  paper,  we  shall  have  an  account  of 
discern  the  truth  of  passing  events,  strive  as  much  I the  late  movements,  &c.  worthy  of  record.  The  fol- 
as  he  mar.  He  has  no  source  of  private  information,  lowing  letter  from  .Sachet?*  Jlarbor  throws  a Hale 
for  every  letter  and  newspaper  arriving  in  his  coun-j  light  upon  the  proceedings — 

try  is  examined  by  the  government,  who  give  out  Extract  of  a letter  from  Sachet? s Harbor,  dated  No- 


such  parts  as  may  conveniently  he  made  known.  In 
Steele's  list  we  did  expect  something  of  honesty,  but 
jt  is  like  the  rest.  Take  the  following  cases — 
When  the  Guerriere  was  captured  from  the  French, 
she  was  called  a forty  four  gun  frigJte  of  the  first 
class.  The  British  added  jive  guns  to  her  comple- 
ment, making  forty-nine  in  all,  an.l,when  we  took  her, 
called  her  a thirty-eight  gun  frigate,  captured  by  the 
Constitution  of  fifty-eight. 

The  capture  ofthe  Chesapeake  of  forty-nine  guns, 
is  announce^!  by  the  Shannon  of  thirty-eight  guns, 
though  each  had  the  same  number  of  guns. 

The  Argus  is  said  to  have  carried  twenty  four 
guns,  and  to  be  taken  by  the  Pelican  of  eighteen 
guns ; though  there  is  no  fact  more  notorious  than 
that  the  latter  was  by  far  the  most  powerful  vessel. 

The  Majestic , a razee,  now  on  our  coast,  having 
all  the  strength  and  efficient  armament  of  a 74  gun 
ship,  and  carrying  about  70  guns,  is  called  a fifty-four. 
JTow  what  a boast  would  be  if  this  "fifty  four"  should 
capture  the  President  frigate  of  fifty-eight  ! 


vember  o. 

“I  have  procured  for  you  and  enclose  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  gen.  Brown  to  the  colonel  commanding 
at  this  post.  Gen.  Wilkinson  left  Grenadier  island 
on  the  3d,  with  the  last  division  of  the  army,  accom- 
panied with  commodore  Chauncey  and  his  fleet.  The 
weather  since  the  3d  has  been  much  more  favorable 
than  we  have  had  for  the  last  five  weeks.  It  is  un- 
derstood here,  the  British  have  been  concentrating 
at  Prescott,  with  a view  to  make  all  the  resistance 
possible.  Eight  Canadians  deserted  to  this  place 
two  days  ago.  The  militia,  since  the  capture  of 
Proctor’s  army,  are  very  unwilling  to  do  duty.  Those 
who  refuse,  even  though  born  within  the  United 
States,  are  treated  with  great  cruelty.  They  deny 
our  right  to  employ  British  subjects  in  our  army  or 
navy,  even  with  their  own  approbation,  yet  they 
force  American  citizens  to  fight  their  battles  both  by 
sea  and  land,  whether  they  will  or  not.” 

Head-quarters,  French  Creek,  Nov.  2,  1813- 
. SIR — We  were  attacked  last  evening  by  the  ene- 
There  is  no  doubt  but  tiiat  these  razees  were  fitted  mv.  He  shewed  two  brigs,  and  two  schrs  with 
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some  gun  and  other  boats.  He  was  repulsed.  This 
morning  the  attack  was  renewed  with  the  same  suc- 
cess. The  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  landing  any 
where  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  position,  that  J 
have  yet  learned.  We  have  lost,  say  ten  men  in  kil- 
led and  wounded.  The  enemy  must  have  suffered 
very  considerably,  as  we  saw' many  bullets  take  ef- 
fect. 

He  is  now  making  the  best  of  his  way  into  King- 
ston Channel.  Our  boats  have  sustained  no  injury 
whatever. 

By  order  of  general  Brown, 

L.  AUSTIN-,  aid-de-camp. 

<5oi.  Richard  "Dennis, 

commanding  S <ckett's  Harbor. 

It  is  agreed  that  Tecrtmseh  was  killed  in  the  battle 
on  the  Thames.  He  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest,  “indian 
warrior  that  ever  lifted  a tomahawk/’  More  than 
of  his  followers,  it  seems,  were  slain  on  the 
field,  for  they  fought  bravely, and  stood  their  ground 
manfully.  The  survivors  who  have  came  in  and  re- 
ceived protection,  speak  much  of  the  cowardice  of 
Proctor  and  the  British.  The  chief  Walk-in ■ the -wa- 
ter was  second  in  command,  and  has  come  in;  as  a 
condition  of  his  pardon,  he  sat  out  to  catch  his  ‘‘fa- 
ther/’ major-general  Proctor — but,  unfortunately, 
fhiled;  not,  we  believe,  for  want  of  a disposition  to 
«cize  the  royal  murderer.  The  fruits  of  Harrisons 
victory,  independent  of  its  eventual  advantages,  are 
thus  stated — 609  British  regulars  prisoners,  2 colo- 
nels, 4 majors,  and  17  officers  of  the  line;  12  pieces 
of  cannon;  6000  stand  of  arms;  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores  valued  at  one 
million  of  dollars. 

Extract  of  a lei  ter  to  the  editor  of  the  Weekhj  Regis- 
ter, da  ted  Chi  lien  the,  JVov.  9. 

"About  six  hundred  prisoners  captured  from  "his 
majesty”  in  Canada,  by  the  gallant  Harrison  and  his 
brave  backwoodsmen,  arrived  here  this  evening  under 
the  care  of  a “boy,”  immortalized -as  the  “hero  of  Fort 
Stephenson” — (L.  Sandusky) — the  gallant,  the  intre- 
pid Croghan.  They  will  join  their  comrades,  taken 
with  the  Erie  British  fleet,  tomorrow,  at  " Camp 
Bull,”  about  3-4  of  a mile  above  our  town,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Scioto  river.  There  are  several  families 
of  women  and  children  with  them.  The  officers,  I 
believe,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  left  sick, 
are  all  in  town,  on  parole — they  are  in  general,  dash- 
ing young  bucks . The  whole  number  of  prisoners 
bow  at  this  place,  including  officers,  and  the  fami- 
lies of  soldiers,  amounts  probably,  to  upwards  of 
cue  thousand.  I understand,  they  are  to  remain  here 
nil  winter,  and  perhaps,  till  exchanged.  Extensive 
barracks  are  erecting  at  "Camp  Bull”  for  their  ac- 
commodation. Their  guard  is  composed  of  militia 
from  this  town  and  neighborhood.  I shall  endeavor 
to  ser.  l you  in  my  next  a compleat  roll  of  the  offi- 
cers names,  rank,  &c.  with  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  troops  at  camp. 

"Col.  Campbell,  lieut.  col.  Croghan,  and  several 
bther  officers  from  the  army,  are  in  town.  I was  as 
much  astonished  as  pleased  in  beholding,  this  even- 
ing, the  youthful  hero.  Indeed,  to  think  of  the  migh- 
ty deed  which  he  performed,  and  of  the  immortal 
fame  that  deed  has  gained  him,  and  then  behold  his 
*very  youthful  appearance,  you  would  almost  involun- 
tarily exclaim,  with  the  British  officer  at  Seneka — 
" Gracious  God  ! is  it  possible  ! /” 

'The  Petersburg  Volunteers  have  been  discharged 
in  the  most  honorable  manner  by  brigadier-general 
Cass.  He  says — 

"In  granting  a discharge  to  this  patriotic  and  gal- 
lant corps,  the  general  feels  at  a loss  for  words  ade- 
quately to  convey  his  sense  of  their  exalted  merits. 
Almost  exclusively  composed  individuals*  who, 


had  been  nursed  in  the  lap  of  ease,  they  have  for  12 
months  borne  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a 
military  life,  in  the  midst  of  an  inhospitable  wilder*? 
ness,  with  a cheerfulness  and  alacrity  which  lias  ne- 
ver  been  surpassed  ; their  conduct  in  the  field  has 
been  excelled  by  no  other  corps.” 

The  same  "general  order”  also  "grants  an  honor- 
able discharge”  to  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  undei; 
col.  Hill. 

The  Creeks. — We  have  no  important  incidents 
from  the  Creek  country  since  our  last.  The  editor 
of  the  Register  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a -com- 
munication .from  Toyrbigbe,  which  he  designs  to  in- 
sert in  his  next  number.  It  contains  some  interest- 
ing facts  of  the  past,  with  many  important  remarks 
as  to  the  future  dispositions  of  this  people. 

Ther editor  of  the  Register  is  indebted  to  a venera- 
ble friend  residing  near  the  Canada  line,  for  a 

* Montreal  paper  of  the  50th  ult.  containing  the 

two  following  " general  orders/% 

Head-Quarters, 

A Fnurche,  on  Chaieauguay  river,  Oct.  27th,  1813. 

General  orders. — llis  excellency  the  governor 
in  chief  and  commander  of  the  forces  has  received 
from  major-general  De  Waiteville,  the  report  of  the 
affair  which  took  place  at  the  advanced  position  of 
his  post,  at  11  o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  between 
the  American  army  undey  the  command  of  major- 
general  Hampton,  and  tjis  advanced  pickets  of  the 
British  thrown  out  for  the  purpose  of  covering  work- 
ing parties,  under  the  direction,  of  It.  col.  De  Sallisl- 
berry  ; the  judicious  position  chosen  by  that  officer* 
and  the  excellent  disposition  of  his  little  band,  com- 
posedof  the  light  company  of  Canadian  fenct hies, and 
two  companies  of  Canadian  voitigeurs,  repulsed  with 
loss  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  principal  column, 
commanded  by  gen.  Hampton  in  person  and  the  A me* 
rican  light  brigade  under  col,  McCarty,  was  in  a 
like  manner  checked  in  its  progress  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  by  the  gallant  and  spirited  advance 
of  the  flank  company  Sd  batallion  embodied  !militia 
under  captain  Daly,  supported  bv  captain  Bruyers* 
company  of  Sedentry  militia.  Captains  D;dy  and 
Bruyers  being  both  wounded,  and  their  companies 
having  sustained  some  loss,  their  position  was  imme- 
diately taken  up  by  a flank  company  of  the  first  bfi- 
tallion  embodied  militia.  The  enemy  rallied  ajid 
repeatedly  returned  to  the  attack,  which  terminated 
only  with  the  day  in  his  complete  disgrace  and  de- 
feat, being  foiled  by  a handful  of  men  not  amount* 
ing  to  a twentieth  part  of  the  force  opposed  to  them, 
but  which  nevertheless  by  their  determinied  brave- 
ry maintained  their  position,  and  effectually  protect? 
ed  the  working  parties,  who  continued  their  labors 
unmolested.  Lieut,  col.  De  Salisberry  reports  hav- 
ing experienced  the  most  able  support  from  captain 
Ferguson  in  command  of  the  light  company  Canadi- 
an Fencibles,  and  also  from  captain  Jean  Bapt.  Bu- 
chesnay  of  the  two  companies  of  Voltigeurs  ; from 
captain  Lamoote  and  adjutants  Ilebden  and  O.  Sulli- 
van, and  from  every  officer  and  soldier  engaged, 
whose  gallantry  and  steadiness  were  conspicuous 
and  praise-worthy  in  the  highest  degree. 

His  excellency  the  governor  in  chief  and  com- 
mander of  the  forces  having  had  the  satisfaction  of 
himself  witnessing  the  conduct  of  the  troops  on  this 
brilliant  occasion,  feels  it  a gratifying  duty  to  ren- 
der them  that  praise  which  is  so  justly  their  due  ; 
to  major-general  De  Watteville  for  the  admirable  ar- 
rangement established  by  him,  for  the  defence  of 
his  post ; to  lieut.  col,  De  Salisberry  for  his  judicious 
and  officerlike  conduct  displayed  in  the  choice  of 
position  and  arrangement  of  his  force  : to  the  offi- 
cers and  jneit  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the  warmest 
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acknowledgments  of  his  excellency  are  due,  for 
their  gallantry  and  steadiness,  and  to  ali  the  troops 
at  the  station  the  highest  praise  belongs,  for  their 
zeal,  steadiness  and  discipline  and  for  the  patient 
endurance  of  hardship  and  privation  which  the) 
have  evinced.  A determined  perseverance  in  this 
honorable  conduct  cannot  fail  of  crowning  the  brave 
and  loyal  Canadians  with  victory,  and  hurling  dis- 
grace and  confusion  on  the  head  of  the  enemy  that 
would  pollute  their  happy  soil. 

By  the  report  of  prisoners,  the  enemy’s  force  is 
stated  at  7,500  infantry,  4i'0  cavalry  and  ten  field 
pieces.  The  British  advanced  force  actually  engag- 
ed, did  not  exceed  three  hundred*  The  enemy 
suffered  severely  from  our  fire,  as  well  as  from  their 
own  ■,  some  detached  corps  having  fired  upon  each 
other  by  mistake  in  the  woods. 

Canadian  light  company  had  3 rank  and  file  killed 
— 1 sergeant,  3 rank  and  file  wounded. 

Voltigeurs,  4 rank  and  file  wounded. 

Third  battaiiion  flank  company,  1 captain  wound- 
ed, 2 rank  and  file  killed,  6 wounded  and  four 
missing. 

Chateauguay  Chasseurs,  1 captain  wounded. 

Total — 5 rank  and  file  killed — 2 captains,  1 ser- 
geant, 13  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  4 missing. 

Officers  wounded — captain  Daley,  3d  embodied 
militia,  twice  wounded  severely,  but  not  dan- 
gerously—Captain  Bruyers,  Chateaugauy  chas- 
seurs, slightly. 

(Signed)  EDWABD  BAYNES,  adj.  gen. 

Head-quarter.?—  Montreal,  27 th  Oct.  1813. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

His  excellency,  the  governor  general  and  commander  of  the 
forces,  having  transmitted  to  his  majesty’s  government  a letter 
from  major-general  Dearborn,  announcing  that  l lie  American 
commissary  of  prisoners,  resident  at  London,  had  informed  bis 
government  that  twenty-three  soldiers  of  the  1st,  6tl»  and  13th  re- 
giments U.  S.  infantry,  taken  prisoners,  had  been  sent  to  Eng- 
land, and  were  detained  in  rigorous  confinement,  as  British  sub- 
jects ; and  that  the  said  major-general  Dearborn  had  received  in- 
structions from  his  government  to  place  in  elose  confinement 
twenty-three  British  subjects  to  be  kept,  as  hostages  and  exchange, 
of  the  aforesaid  United  States’  soldiers  sent  to  England;  and  that, 
in  oliedieiice  to  his  said  instructions  he  had  cansed  twenty-three 
British  subjects  to  be  closely  confined,  and  kept  as  hostages: 
And  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  major-general  Dear- 
born, being  soldiers  serving  in  the  American  army,  made  prison- 
ers at  Queenstown,  who  declared  that  they  were  horn  British  sub- 
jeets,  having  been  sent  in  confinement  to  England  to  he  tried  ac- 
cording to  law:  his  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  through 
the  office  of  the  right  hon.  lord  Batliurst,  secretary  of  state,  to 
announce  without  delay  to  major-general  Dearborn,  that  he  had 
transmitted  to  his  government  a copy  of  that  letter,  and  that  in 
consequence  he  had  received  instructions  to  give  explicit  notice 
to  major-general  Dearborn,  that  his  excellency  had  been  command- 
ed by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  forthwith  closely 
imprison  and  detain  forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  twenty  three  Bri- 
tish soldiers  who  have  been  closely  confined  by  order  of  the  Ame- 
rican government.  At  the  same  time,  his  excellency  is  directed 
to  give  notice,  that  he  is  authorised,  in  case  any  of  the  said  British 
soldiers  should  suffer  death  under  the  pretext  that  the  soldiers,  now 
prisoners  in  England,  and  whom  not  only  the  laws  of  Great  Bri- 
tain hut  of  every  independent  state,  placed  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances would  condemn,  have  been  found  guilty  and  in  conse- 
quence been  executed,  to  select  from  among  the  American  offi- 
cers and  non-commissioned  officers,  double  the  number  of  British 
soldiers  who  shall  have  been  so  unjustly  put  to  death,  and  to  imme- 
diately execute  the  said  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers. 

And  his  excellency  is  further  authorised  to  make  known  to  ma- 
jor-general Dearborn,  that  the  commanders  of  the  armies  and  of 
the  fleets  of  his  majesty  on  the  American  coasts,  have  received 
orders  to  prosecute  the  war  with  unintermitting  rigor  against  all 
the  towns,  cities  pr  villages,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  if,  after  the  due  communication  of 
these  presents  to  major-general  Dearborn,  and  the  grant  of  a rea- 

* To  have  made  “this  official  account.”  complete , 
the  British  should  have  surrounded  Hampton’s  army 
of  7,900  men  with  their  300,  and  made  the  whole 
prisoners.  ^-I^est  some,  from  the  monstrous  lies 
contained  in  this  account,  may  suspect  it  a forgeryf 
the  editor  of  the  Register  assures  his  readers,  that 
he  copied  it  immediately  from  the  Montreal  paper, 
ip  which  it  first  appeared. 


suitable  time  for  transmitting  them  to  the  American  government, 
that  government  should  unhappily  refuse  to  abandon  its  design  of 
taking  away  the  lives  of  any  of  its  soldiers  who  are  at  present,  or 
who  may  hereafter,  he  k*pt  as  hostages,  for  the  causes  mentioned 
in  the  letter  of  major-general  Dearborn. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces,  in  announcing  to 
the  troops  the  orders  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
flatters  himself  that  they  will  he  sensible  of  the  paternal  solicitude 
whicli  his  royal  highness  has  shewn  for  the  protection  of  the  person 
and  honor  of  the  British  soldier,  which,  in  contempt  of  justice,  of 
humanity,  and  the  law  of  nations,  have  been  grossly  outraged  in 
the  persons  of  tsventysthree  soldiers  now  closely  confined  as  hos- 
tages for  an  equal  number  of  traitors  who  have  been  guilty  of  the 
infamous  and  unnatural  crime  of  raising  their  parricidal  arms 
against  the  country  w hich  gave  them  birth,  and  who  will  he  tried 
according  to  th*  equitable  laws  of  their  offended  country. 

The  British  soldier  will  view  this  outrage,  which  is  an  abandon- 
ment of  all  principle,  and  an  aggravation  of  the  atrocious  insults 
and  cruel  barbarities  daily  and  maliciously  practised  on  many  of 
his  unhappy  comrades,  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  as  an  additional  incitement  to  confirm  his  resolution  ne- 
ver to  yield,  but  with  his  life,  his  liberty  to  an  enemy,  who  is  a 
stranger  to  every  principle  of  honor,  of  justice,  and  of  the 
laws  of  war. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 
Adjutant-general  of  British  North  America* 

[ A letter  from  governor  Prevost  to  maj.  gen.  Wit - 
binsoiiy  to  the  same  purport  as  the  preceding  “gene- 
ral order”  appears  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  18th  inst.  On  inserting  which,  the  editor  ob- 
serves— 

“We  are  not  a little  pleased  to  learn,  from  an  offi 
cial  source,  that  as  soon  as  these  measures  of  the. 
enemy  were,  made  known  to  our  government,  the 
President  gave  orders  to  have  forty-six  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  enemy  in  our  possession  put 
in  close  confinement.  We  presume  these  officers 
will  be  selected  from  those  who  were  taken  by  com.. 
Perry  and  general  Harrison,  and  are  now  in  Ohio  and 
Kentucky.  This  just  measure  of  retaliation  is  not 
so  severe  as  it  might  be:  but  it  will  teach  the  Bru- 
tish government  that  republics  possess  energy  when 
the  times  require  it  ”] 

From  the  London  Gazette— Sept.  11. 

Colon! at.  Department, 

])<rw  n i nif -Street.  Sept.  7. 

A despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  has  been  re- 
ceived by  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  Ins  majesty’s  principal  secretaries 
of  state,  from  lieut.  gen.  sir  George  Prevost,  Bnrt. : 

“ Kingston , U.C.  July  3, 1313. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  copies  of  letters 
from  colonel  Vincent  and  lieutenant  colonel  Bisbopp, and  of  the 
papers  accompanying  them, .containing  the  highly  gratifying  in- 
j tHiigenee  of  the  capture,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  of  a body  of  the 
enemy’s  {forces,  consisting  of  two  field  officers;  21  other  officers  of 
different,  ranks,  27  non-commissioned  ofneere,  and  462  privates, 
together  with  a stand  of  colors,  and  2 field  pieces.  The  details 
of  this  gallant  affair,  which  reflects  so  much  credit  on  our  Indian 
allies  as  well  as  upon  lieut.  Fitzgihhon,  for  the  promptitude  and 
decision  with  which  lie  availed  himself  of  the  impression  their  at- 
tack had  made  upon  the  enemy,  will,  I have  no  doubt,  he  read  by 
your  lordship  with  great  satisfaction.  Since  the  surprise  of  the 
enemy’s  camp  at  Stoney  Creek,  on  the  6th  ultimo,  and  their  sub- 
sequent retreat  from  the  forty-mile  Creek,  in  which  almost  the 
whole  of  their  camp  equipage,  together  with  a quantity  of  stores 
and  provisions,  fell  into  our  hands.  Major-general  Dearborn  has 
withdrawn  the  troops  from  fort  Erie,  and  has  concentrated  his 
forces  at  Fort  George.  Colonel  Vincent  has  in  consequence 
made  a forward  movement  from  the  head  of  the  lake,  in  order  to 
support  the  light  infantry  and  Indian  warriors,  who  ave  employed 
in  circumscribing  the  enemy,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  make  use  of 
their  own  resources  for  the  maintenance  of  their  army.  Major- 
general  de  Rottenburg  lias  assumed  the  command  of  the  Centre 
Division  of  the  army  of  Upper  Canada.  After  the  squadron  un- 
der commodore  sir  James  L.  Yeo  had  shown  itself  off  the  Forty- 
Mile  Creek,  which  principally  determined  the  enemy  to  retreat 
from  that  position,  it  was  very  successfully  employed  in  interrupt- 
ing and  cutting  off  the  supplies  going  from  the  Gennessec  vivev, 
and  their  other  settlements  upon  the  southern  shore  of  the  lake; 
live  small  vessels,  with  provisions,  clothing  and  other  articles  wert? 
taken,  and  several  loaded  boats  were  captured  and  some  destroyed* 
[Tran m itted  by  colonel  Vincent.] 

Heaver  Dam.  June  24,  1813. 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  troops  you  have 
done  me  the  honor  to  place  under  liiy  command,  have  succeeded 
this  day  in  taking  prisoners  a detachment  of  the  United  Slates’ 
army,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col.  Boevstlcr.  In  this  affair 
the  Indian  warriors,  under  the  command  of  captain  Kerr,  were  the 
only  force  actually  engaged ; to  them  great  merit  is  doe,  and  to 
them  I feel  particularly  obliged,  for  their  gallant  conduct  on  this 
occasion.  On  the  appearance  of  the  detachment  of  the  4yth  regi- 
ment, under  lieutenant  Fitzgihhon,  and  the  light  company'  of  the 
8lh  or  king's  regiment,  the  two  flank  companies  of  the  104th,  under 
major  de  Harden,  and  the  provincial  cavalry  under  captain  Hall  - 
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the  whole  surrendered  to  Ins  ma  jesty’s  forces.  To  the  conduct  of 
lieut.  FitxgiMwn,  through  whose'  address  the  capjuilatian  was  eirej 
tered  into,  may  he  attributed  the  surrender  of  the  American  force,  j 
To  major  dc  Harden,  for  liis  speedy  movement  to  the  point  of  at- 
tack, and  execution  of  the  arrangements  I had  previously  entered 
into  with  him,  t am  very  much  obliged.  I have  the  honor  to  en- 
close the  capitulation  oiiL  red  into  between  colonel  Boerstler  and 
Myself,  and  a return  of  prisoners  taken,  exdnsiveof  wounded;  not 
yet  ascertained.  I lost  no  time  in  forwarding  iny  staff  adjutant, 
lieut.  Barnard,  to  communicate  this  intelligence.  He  lias  been 
particularly  active  and  useful  to  me  upon  all  occasions.  I hate 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  him  to  yon,  and  la-"'  the  favor  of 
you  to  recommend  him  to  sir  George  Provost,  as  an  active  and  pro- 
mising young  officer. 

I.  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  CECIL  BISHOPP, 

- Lieut.  Col.  commanding  the  troops  in  advance. 
Brig.  gen.  Vincent,  &c. 

Township  of  Louth , June  2-1,  HI’. 

SIB— At  de  Cori3,  this  morning  about  7 o’clock,  I received  in 
for. nation,  that  a hot  it  iOOO  of  the  enemy,  with  two  guns,  were  ad- 
vancing towards  me  from  Si.  David's.  I soon  after  heard  a lire  of 
cannon  and  musketry,  and  in  consequence  rode  in  advance  two 
miles  on  the  St.  David’s  road  ; I discovered  by  the  firing,  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  fin-  the  road  on  the  mountain.  I sent  oT cor- 
net M‘ Kd-nney  to  order  out  my  detachment  of  the  49th,  consisting 
©f  a subaltern  arid  46  rank  and  file,  and  closed  upon  the  enemy  to 
reconnoitre.  I discovered  him  on  the  mountain  road,  and  took  a 
position  on  an  eminence  to  the  right  of  it.  My  ni»n  arrived,  and 
posited  on  in  his  front  tocut  off  Ins  retreat  under  a fire  of  his  guns, 
which,  however,  did  no  execution.  After  examining  bis  positions, 
1 was  inform-*!  he  expected  reinforcements;  I therefore  decided 
Upon  summoning  him  to  surrender.  After  the  exchange  of  seve- 
ral propositions,  between  lieut.  col.  Boerstler  and  myself,  in  the 
name  of  lieut.  col.  de  Harden,  lieut.  col.  B.  agreed  to  sunymier  on 
the  terms  s ated  in  the  articles  of  capitulation.  On  my  muni  to 
»iy  men  to  send  out  an  officer  to  superintend  the  details  of  the 
surrender,  >ou  arrived. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  ike. 

(Signed)  J.  FITZGTBBON, 

Lieut.  49 ill  foot. 

To  major  de  Harden,  Sic. 

June  24. 1813. 

Particulars  of  the  capitulation  made  between  captain  M‘ Dowell, 
«mthe  part  of  Ik- tit.  col.  Boerstler,  of  the  United  States’  army, and 
major  tie  Hm-d-ii.  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  Canadian  regiment, 
®n  the  part  of  li.-ut.  col.  P.ishopp,  commanding  the  advance  of  the 
British,  resjiecting  the  force  under  lieut.  col.  Boerstler. 
tit.  That  lieut.  col.  Boerstler,  and  the  force  under  his  command, 
shall  surrender  prisoners  of  war. 

2d.  That  the  officers  shall  retain  their  arms,  horses  and  Baggage. 
3d.  That  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  shall  lay  down 
th*’ir  arms  at  the  head  of  the  British  column,  and  become 
prisoners  of  war. 

Mi.  That  the  militia  and  volunteers,  with  lieut.  col.  Boerstler^liall 
be  permitted  to  return  to  the  U.  States,  on  parole. 

(Signed)  AXDW.  M'DOWEI.L, 

> Captain  U.  S.  light  artillery. 

Acceded  to, 

(Signed)  P.  G.  BOERSTLER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  detachment  U.  S.  army. 

P.  V.  DE  HARDEN, 

: Major  Canadian  reg’t 

RETURN 

(if  American  Prisoners  taken  near  Fort  George,  June  24,  1813. 

Light  dragoons— 1 contct,  l sergeant,  19  rank  and  film  Light 
artillery — 1 captain,  1 lieutenant,  l sergeant,  31  rank  and  file.  6th 
regiment  of  infantry— 1 captain,  1 lieutenant,  3 sergeants,  54  rank 
and  file.  14th  ditto— 1 lieut.  colonel,  3 captains,  11  lieutenants,  1 
surgeon,  15  sergeants,  300  rank  and  file.  20th  ditto — 1 major.  23d 
ditto— 1 captain,  4 sergeants,  2 drummers,  57  rank  and  file. 

Total— 1 lieut.  colonel,  1 major,  6 captains,  15  lieutenants,  1 cor- 
net, 1 <mrgeon,  25  sergeants,  2 drummers,  462  rank  and  file. 

Return  of  Ordnance , &c . 

One  12  pounder,  one  6 pounder,  2 curs,  stand  of  colours  of  the 
lull  U.  States’  regiment. 

(Signed)  EDW.  BAYNES, 

Adj't  Gen. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  supposed  to  be  about  100  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

From  the  Buffalo  Gazette. 

The  following  interesting  extract  of  a letter,  was  written  by  a 
captain  in  Abe  British  dragoons  (addressed  to  liis  parents  in  Eng- 
land) and  found  among  Gen.  Proctor’s  papers— and  we  are  assur- 
ed by  an  officer  in  the  army,  that  it  was  found  with  a broken  seat; 
probably  having  been  entrusted  to  a distinguished  officer  of  the 
British  army,  who  fearing  it  might  contain  something  concerning 
liis  own  conduct,  liis  curiosity  ied  him  to  examine  its  contents: 
Extract  from  a letter  written  at 

“ Detroit , Se/d.  26, 1813. 

“Our  fleet  upon  the  lake  sailed  about  20  days  ago,  from  our 
port  into  that  of  the  Americans,  after  a dose  action  of  3 hours 
and  a half,  without  one  making  their  escape : the  consequence  of 
w hich  is,  we  have  lost  all  hopes  of  ever  regaining  the  command  of 
the  lake  ; and  our  army,  consisting  of  550  regulars  and  2500  wild 
Indians,  who  havedeclared  that  they  will  not  budge  one  inch  fur- 
ther, and  remind  us  of  our  general  having  promised  to  conquer 
or  leave  their  bones  with  them;  as  we  are  now  completely  in  the 
savages’ power,  we  are  obliged,  in  a great  measure,  to  act  as  they 
think  proper.  The,  celebrated  chief  Tecumseh,  dined  with  me 


last  Friday,  and  assured  me  his  Indians  were  determined  to  give 
j battle  the  moment  the  Americans  approach.  Onr  geueral  should 
i h - act  contrary  to  their  wishes,  may  repent  his  rash  opposition  ; — 
however  prudent  he  may  conceive  a r treat  at  such  an  awful  cri- 
sis. ^ These  savages  have  no  mercy.  The  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife  decide  imoicbately  the  wretch  who  falls  in  their  hands, 
and  many  dread  l!i4  war  whoop  may  sound  in  our  ears,  if  »> 
act  contrary  to  their  ideas,  which  are  as  wild  as  themselves.  B> 
have  sprewl  a riet  which  mail  catch  us.  I hate  these  savage  bar- 
barians. You  cannot  place  confiiknc  ■ i:i  them;  and  without-  a 
sufficient  force  to  keep  them  in  check,  they  are  more  plague 
than  profit.” 

The  subjoined  document  was  found  among  Gen.  Proctor’s  paper* 
taken  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  which  we  have  obuuiied  lb® 
permission  of  Gen. Harrison  to  publish.  It  will  be  read  ...  h con- 
siderable interest.  Buffalo  Gaz  !e. 

COPY 

Of  a letter  from  Sir  George  Prevnst  to  Commodore  Sir  James 
Lucas  Yeo. 

“ Hen l-qnnrtcrs — Kingston.  19 th  September,  1813. 
SIR— The  Centre  Division  of  the  Upper  Canada  army  is  placed 

in  a situation  very  critical  and  one  novel  in  the  system  dS'  war, 
that  of  investing  a force  vastly  superior  in  numbers,  within  a 
J strongly  intrenched  position.  It  was  adopted  and  has  becsi  main- 
tained from  a confident  expectation,  that  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  squadron  under  your  command,  a combined  attack,  ere  this, 
could  have  been  effi.vtt'd  on  the  enemy  at  Fort  George,  with  eve- 
ry prospect  of  success.  To  the  local  disadvantages  of  the  positions 
occupied  hy  our  army,  have  been  a.ld-d  disease  and  desertion  to  a 
degree  ending  for  immediate  remedy.  You  are,  therefore,  requir- 
ed to  proceed  with  the  fleet  under  your  command,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  to  the  head  of  the  lak  •,  affording  sufficient  convoy 
to  the  small  vesss-ls  containing  those  stores  and  supplies  of  which 
j the  army  is  in  the  most  pa  ssing  want.  Upon  your  arrival  near 
| the  head-quart- rs  of  life  Centre 'Division,  you  will  consult  with 
major-general  De  Rottenburg,  >vbo -will  unite  in  his  person,  the 
i civil  and  military  command  in  Upper  Canada,  upon  my  withdraw- 
ing from  the  province  upon  the  eligibility  of  a combined  attack, 
for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  tile  position  of  fort 
George,  hj  a rapid,  forward  movement  of  the  army,  bringing  up 
in  battery  at  the  same  time,  the  heavy  ordnance,  mortars  and 
howitzers  now  embarked.  This  attack  must  be  supported,  by  the 
countenance  of  your  squadron  and  the  fire  of  such  vessels  as  are 
armed  with  a description  of  ordnance  favorable  to  it.  Should  this 
attempt  appear  to  you  to  he  attended  with  too 'great  liazarn  to 
the  squadron,  under  the  possible  circumstance  of  the  enemy  ap- 
pearing on  the  lake,  you  will  in  that  case  distinctly  state  your 
sentiments  to  major-general  De  Rottenburg,  who  will  immediately 
upon  ascertaining  your  inability  to  assist  him,  take  measures  for 
evacuating  the  position  he  now  occupies.  In  the  execution  of 
which  movement  you  will  give  liis  army  every  support  and  assis- 
tance, consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  vessels;  and  having  per- 
formed this  service,  you  will  pursue  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
most  probable  speedily  to  ensure  the  acquisition  of  the  naval 
ascendancy. 

Aon  are  already  acquainted  with  the  decided  fine  of  conduct 
which  I wish  to  be  observed  on  lake  Erie,  by  oapt.  Barclay,  and 
you  will  not  fail  to  impress  on  that  officer  the  absolute  necessity  of 
regaining  the  naval  superiority,  and  to  preserve  uninterrupted 
the  intercourse  between  Amherstburg  and  Long  Point;  in  order 
that  the  supplies  and  stores  in  depot  at  the  latter  place,  and  at  the 
head  of  tire  lake,  may  be  transported  in  safety  to  the  Right  Di- 
vision. 

The  flotilla  of  transports  on  lake  Ontario  are  to  be  kept  em- 
ployed.as  long  as  the  season  will  admit,  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
provisions  and  other  supplies  collected  at  Kingston,  and  destined 
for  the  Right  and  Centre  Divisions  of  the  army,  and  they  are  to 
receive  from  your  force  the  necessary  protection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  PREVOST, 

Commander  of  the  forces. 

Com.  Sir  J.  L.  Yeo. 

GROAN  INGS.— From  the  Otiebec  Gazette. — “The  victor}-  gained 
by  the  Americans  on  hike  Erie,  has  excited  an  enthusiastic  joy 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  two  great  political  parties  in 
ti»it  country  are  vising  with  each  other  for  the  honor  of  that  vic- 
tory, and  all  opposition  to  the  war  seems  for  a time  to  be  forgotten 
in  the  gratification  of  national  pride  which  it  lias  afforded. 

•‘The  contest,  if  it  ought  ever  to  have  been  so  called,  between 
Gre  at- Britain  and  the  United  States,  on  the  water,  has  indeed  been 
gratifying  to  the  Americans,  and  mortifying  to  British  subjects, 
beyond  any  thing-  that  could  have  been  figured  by  the  utmost 
stretch  of  imagination.  Vessels  of  an  inferior  class,  very  badly 
manned,  hare  been,  as  is  were,  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  enemy’s 
vessels,  fresh  from  port,  fully  prepared,  and  manned  with  picked 
seamen , so  as  to  afford  them,  at  least,  a semblance  of  superiority, 
over  British  officers  and  seamen,  beyond  what  w-as  ever  obtained 
by  the  most  powerful  and  brave  of  the  numerous  nations  with 
whom  they  have  contended. 

“How  long  this  disgraceful  state  of  things  is  to  last,  we  cannot 
tell  ; but  ifit  is  not  quickly  remedied,  we  are  sure  *hat  it  will  not 
only  prove  ruinous  to  these  provinces,  but  dangerous  to  the  naval 
existence  of  British  greatness,  which  has  arisen  from  the  superio- 
rity of  her  naval  officers  and  seamen  over  those  of  every  other 
nation;  for  though  the  Americans  cannot  for  the  present  with 
their  eight  frigates,  destroy  the  two  hundred  ships  of  the  line  of 
Great  Britain,  their  successes  will  infuse  fresh  vigor  into  all  her 
enemies,  which  ought  always  so  be  counted  as  consisting,  or  likely 
to  consist  of  every  nation  that  navigates  the  ocean. 

Tiie  good  citizens  of  London  may  triumph  in  their  victories  in 
Spain  and  Portugal ; bat  the  conquerors  of  Vittaria  and  the  Py- 
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rencrs  v ill  »i<u  Jong  defend  England,  should  she  suffer  the  sceptre  of  j 
the  ocean  to  slip  out  of  her  hands.*Then,  in  the  insulting  language  | 
of  one  who  hates  her,  ‘’she  must  take  the  rank  among  nations  to  | 
which  her  population  and  territorial  resources  entitle  her  ; the  j 
rank  from  which  her  trade  and  seamen  raised  her;  we  mutti 
receive  governors  from  Rome  and  kings  from  Normandy.  _ 

The  fill  arcing  remark s on  the  preceding  article  are  j mm  a j 
Halifax  paper  of  the  ’doth  ultimo. 

“We  cannot  imagine  uhat  power  is  to  vrrpst  from  us  the  “sceptre  j 
of  the  ocean A handful  oi  American  frigates  have  evaded  our  j 
cruisers,  but  without  taking  from  their  <!•  s.  rts,  we  can  sal*  lysav, 
they  have  been  extrem.  ly  favored  by  fortune.  To  such  eckbvity 
have  they  arrived,  that,  the  destruction  of  them  would  cause  more 
rejoicing,  than  the  battle  of  the  “Nile"  or  “Trafalgar” 

“The  extract  we  have  given  from  the  Quebec  Gazette  has  great 
merit,  though  alloyed  by  a mixture  of  fretfulness,  which,  perhaps, 
local  circumstances  may  excuse.  So  far  from  questioning  the 
right  “the  good  citizens  of  London' ” may  have  for  triumphing 
for  »he  Wattles  of  Vittorio  and  the  Pyrenees,  we  hold  them  as 
auspicious  to  ur  national  character,  honor,  and  possibly  salvation ; 
the  only  thing  we  have  to  consol-  us  in  the  event  of  the  sceptre 
of  the  ocean  slipping  from  our  hands,  is  the  heroism  of  our  army; 
posterity  wiii  do  it  justice,  ami  its  leader,  in  the  future  pages  of 
history,  will  not  have  a less  distinguished  place  than  the  immortal 
Nelson. 

“V.'e  have  not  a doubt  but  the  citizens  of  Canada,  should  a con- 
test take  place  on  shore,  will  have  cause  to  join  chorus  with  those 
of  London,  for  battles  won  Ivy  our  irmy.” 

A Montreal  paper  of  October  1 d,  says — “At  Sackett’s  Harbor,  the 
Americans  have  laid  the  keels  of  two  vessels  equal  in  length  to  the 
Pike;  ami  we  are  a little  further  advanced  in  one  that  was  begun 
sonw  three  months  ago!  The  file  of  commodore  Barclay  cannot 
hr  sufficiently’  lamented;  sixty  or  seventy  additional  sailors  would 
hav  e enabled  that  brave  officer  to  have  saved  a country  larger 
than  the  empire  of  Alexander  the  great.1’* 

Smuggling  arid  Treason— The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter 
found  on  board  one  of  the  Yankee's  prizes : 

M v rle  v,  Eng1.  3d  Aug*.  1813. 

DUPLICATE. 

Mr.  James  Webster — Quebec. 

SIR— Have  your  iett.  r of  the  19th  June  to  band  a few  days  ago, 
in  which  you  say  the  goods  you  have  sold  in  Canada,  except  a lew 
pieces,  and  about  300  or  4001.  which  has  got  to  Albany.  If  these 
be  all  the  goods  you  have  unsold,  l am  convinced  you  might  have 
made  me  a remittance;  but  I am  informed  by  a gentleman  from 
the  United  States,  that  you  had  twice  the  above  amount  in  AlUiny. 
I can  assure  you  I have  never  been  so  disappointed  since  I begun 
the  business . as  I have  been  this  summer.  The  goods  in  Net  a York 
and  Philadelphia  we  know  were  locked  Fast,  but  knowing  what 
goods  were  in  Canada  unsold,  I bad  as  much  confidence  as  man 
could  have  that  I should  have  remittances  for  them  as  soon  as  any 
money  could  be  transferred  from  thence ; but  you  have  disap- 
pointed me  in  a manner  no  person  could  have  made  me  believe 
vou  would  have  done  ; other  persons  have  met  with  a good  mar- 
ket in  Canada  for  their  goods,  and  made  remittances  for  nearly 
the  whole  of  them  since  ; when  at  the  same  time  I Could  not  hear 
one  word  of  yon,  either  from  yourself,  or  by  any  other  person 
where  you  was  ; indeed  I Ijave  hcen  so  completely  at  a loss  to 
know  whether  yon  were  on  the  land  of  the  living  or  not,  having 
never  heard  from  you  from  January  to  June,  and  then  you  neither 
say  where  you  have  been,  or  what  you  have  been  doing.  Have  re- 
ceived 4001.  ]ier  favor  of  Messrs.  Dodshon  and  Dickerson,  buttheir 
letter  dont  say  where  yon  was ; only  please  band  the  within  bill 
to  Mr.  Dixon  from  Mr.  IVebster.  You  surprise  me  by  saying  you 
can  sell  the  goods  in  Albany  any  day,  but  you  think  it  better  to*  let 
them  lay  till  next  fall,  when,  atthesaine  time  you  must  be  certain 
that  the  money  would  have  been  worth  double  to  me  here  than 
what  you  can  get  extra  advance  in  the  fa!!,  if  you  only  considered 
what  goods  are  locked  fast  in  the  S'"./"  •.  and  what  1 bad  on  hand 
manufactured  for  there.  Heivv.iui  have  enclosed  you  invoices 
and  patterns  of  eight  bales  of  cloths;  and  should  wish  you  to  make 
them  into  money  as  soon  as  possible,  but  not  to  sacrifice  them;— 
though  I am  particularly  straitened  for  money,  yet  should  not 
wish  the  goods  sacrificed  to  relieve  me,  but  leave  it  entirely  to  your 
own  judgment  how  low  you  are  to  go,  as  they  are  invoiced  as 
usual.  I sent  you  seven  bal-s  by  the  vessel  with  Mr.  Isaac  Dod- 
shon, who  I hope  has  arrived  safe  and  in  good  health,  and  hope  the 
goods  are  sold  and  a remittance  on  its  way  to  this  country.  Messrs, 
Wm.  Gilder  and  Sons,  I believe,  have  sent  you  nine  or  ten  bales 
cloths,  and  instructions  along  with  them;  your  father  has* also 
sent  you 'three  hales  cloths;  hope  you  will  not  have  left  Quebec 
before  the  first  part  arrives.  Have  sent  you  on  an  account  of  what 
goods  were  in  the  hands  of  friend  Merrick,  also  the  state  of  my  ac- 
count with  him,  except  the  difference  of  exchange  in  purchasing 
bills:  since  writing  you  that  account,  have  received  letters  from 
Mr.  Merrick  and  Mr.  John  Vaughan,  desiring  I would  semi  on  such 
accounts  as  would  prove  them  Mr.  Merrick's  property,  otherwise 
the  bonds  would  not  i>c  given  up  ; accordingly  have  sent  them  such 
documents  as  will  enable  them  to  get  them  out  of  the  hands  of'  go- 
vernment ; in  such  case  dont  see  a power  of  attorney  would  be  of 
any  use,  but  when  you  can  leave  Quebec.  Before  winter  sets  in, 
would  have  von  go  on  to  Philadelphia , if  you  can  with  safety,  and 
see  both  Mr.  Merrick  and  Mr.  John  Vaughan,  and  endeavor  to  ^et 
what  money  you  can,  if  they  have  got  Hie  goods  liberated,  and  for- 
ward it  as  soon  as  possible;  you  will  see  by  the  account,  that  I 
have  received  very  little  on  account  of  those  goods  sent  him  when 
my  former  account  is  balanced  ; hope  you  will  use  every  exertion 
you  can  to  get  what  money  from  them  you  can,  but  leave  the  wav 


* We  took  more  prisoners  on  Eric  than  we  had  men  engaged  in 
the  fight. 


and  manner  to  your  own  judgment;  only  to  take  care  to  take 
no  pa/ter  along  with  you  that  will  do  any  harm  if  they  are  taken 
from  you.  Wishing  you  health  and  prosperity,  and  am,  sir,  yours 
respectfully. 

For  JOSEPH  DIXON, 

JO.  ASQ.TTF.Tlt. 

Extracts  from  a letter  from  William  Hodgson  and  Co.  merchant* 
at  Sheffield,  Eng.  to  Henry  Cox,  merchant,  Quebec.  This  letter 
was  intercepted  by  the  Yankee  privateer— <!awd 

“ Sheffield , Sth  mo.  3 d.  lfil.T. 

•'We  have  shipped  to  thy  care  a consul' Table  proportion  of  the 
goods  we  had  in  Liverpool,  and  which  wouid  amount  to  about  40004. 
This  we  are  induced  to  do  by  what  thou  says  in  thy  No.  3,  and  lit 
hopes  tluiu  wilt  he  able  to  get  quit  of  most  or  uii  of  them  pretty 
directly  on  arrival,  on  advantageous  terms— and  should  not  this  be 
rite  case,  the  remainder  which  are  not  disposed  of,  may  lay  over  in 
Quebec  until  the  ensuing  spring,  and  should  they  not  be  disposed 
of,  and  an  o)>eiiing  should  take  place  with  the  United  State*,  they 
might  then,  if  necessary,  be  re*shipj>ed  for  Philadelphia,  If  t/toa 
does  attempt  to  get  any  goods  into  the  country  thou  al  Lutks  to  in  thy 
Kh.  3,  it  will  require  great  care  and  caution  on  thy  part , and  thou 
must  be  sure  to  act  safety,  or  not  at  all.” 

NAVAL. 

The  London  Gazette,  (the  British  official  paper) 
of  the  13?h  September  is  stated  to  contain  a list  of 
“one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  s'cssels  taken  from  the 
Americans  by  the  squadron  under  admiral  Warren , 
between  the  30th  of  March  and  22nd. July  last.”  What 
a glorious  list  for  John' Bull — 120  vessels!  ! — Off 

i hats  and  huzza  for  Britain's  omnipotence  ! ! But 

softly,  how  many  of  those  “ vessels ” were  oyster  boats9 
and  wood  flats,  and  batteaux — Sir  John  has  not  told 
that. 

By  turning  to  the  account  of  the  capture  of  <c  his 
majesty’s”  scln*.  Dominica,  by  the  Decatur  priva- 
teer, it  will  appear  that  the  Queen  Charlotte  packet 
was  in  company  ; and,  seeing  the  result  of  the  battle, 
made  her  escape.  Well,  this  packet  has  arrived  in 
England,  and  reported  that  she  left  the  Dominica 
in  chase  on  an  American  privateer ! 

The  United  States  have  on  t lie  southern  coast,  a 
cutter  called  the  Young  Boxer,  carrying  9 guns,  and 
commanded  by  sailing  master  Mark.  This  vessel  is 
not  mentioned  in  oht  navy  list. 

Baltimore  has  now  at  sea  a good  many  stout  pri- 
vateers and  well  armed  letters-of-marque.  We  do 
not  expect  however,  that  they  will  bum  villages  in 
the  West  Indies,  steal  negroes,  or  rob  old  women.  If 
any  were  known  to  do,  what  CocMmrn  and  the 
“mild”  ilarren  did — they  would  be  kicked  out  of  a 
society  of  scavengers. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore.  Lends  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy.  * 

New.- York,  November  7,  1813. 

Sir — I halve  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  re-cap- 
ture of  the  American  schr  Sparrow,  of  Baltimore, 
from  New-Orleans,  bound  to  this  port,  laden  with 
sugar  and  lead.  On  the  third,  the  enemy’s  ship 
Plant ugenet  chased  the  said  vessel  on  shore  near 
Long  Branch,  six  miles  distant  from  where  the  flo- 
tilla is  stationed,  and  took  possession  of  her  with 
about  one  hundred  men.  A detachment  from  the 
flotilla  marched  against  them,  attacked  them,  drove 
them  from  on  board  the  vessel,  and  took  possession 
Under  a Are  from  the  enemy’s  ship  and  barges.  In 
the  affair  we  lost  one  man  ; the  enemy’s  loss  must 
have  been  considerable,  as  many  were  seen  to  fall. 
The  whole  cargo,  together  with  sails,  rigging  kg. 
have  been  saved,  vessel  bilged. 

I have  the  honor,  ko. 

J.  LEWIS. 

lion.  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the  narrv. 

The  salvage  of  the  cargo  of  the  Sparrow  was  a 
very  gallant  affair.  The  74  came  n£ar  enough  to  fire 
grape  shot  at  our  people  ; having  no  sort  of  shelter, 
they  laid  down  on  the  sand,  and  presented  their  heads 
to  the  enemy  ; and  when  his  barges  neared  the  shore 
they  rose  and  beat  them  off.  To  the  shame  of  the 
f people  of  the  neighborhood,  they  refused  any. assiss 
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spade  to  dig-  a 


THE  UNITED  STATES  HAVE 
LOST. 


NAMES  OF  VESSELS. 


Scourge 
Brig  Argus 
Sloop  Growler  (Cham- 
plain) 

Sloop  Eagle  (ditto) 
Total  loss 


tance ; nay,,  it  is  said,  even  denied 
grave  for  the  man  that  was  killed. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

From  a journal  kept  at  Point  Look  Out,  (mouth 
of  the  Potomac J it  appears  that  the  barbarians  fre- 
quently conflagrate  the  dwellings  of  the  people  near 
tiie  shores.  This  is  what  some  call  “magnanimity” 

Always  ready  with  an  excuse. — A Poston  paper; 
after  inserting  two  or  three  articles  from  the  Alex- 
andria Gazette*  respecting  the  state  of  things  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac , has  the  following  excuse. 

“note.  Letters  from  England  state  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  destruction  of  the  Irish  and  English 
coasters,  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus,  (which  had  been  i Frigate  Chesapeake 
ascertained,  it  was  said,  to  have  been  in  consequence!  Ship  Wasp 
of  preremptory  orders  from  the  American  govern-  Bng  y^n”* 
ment)  the  admiralty  had  given  orders  for  the  most  Schr.  Growler 
severe  retaliation  on  the  American  coasting  trade ! 
and  craft.  The  following  instance  is  thus  complained  Hamilton 
of — “ Waterford,  Aug.  18.  Mr  John  Lewis,  a dealer 
in  cattle,  informs  us  that  the  Dinah-and- Betty,  a 
coaster,  in  which  he  was  passenger,  having  thirty 
head  of  cattle  on  board,  was  taken  by  the  Argus  on 
Wednesday  j near  the  SmalPs,  in  sight  of  two  other 
coasters  then  burning;  that  the  enemy  killed  three 
©f  the  cattle  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  and  burned  the 
vest  with  the  vessel.” 

Now  it  would  he  implied  by  this,  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  vessels  of  an  enemy,  was  something  new 
to  the  usages  of  war,  though  it  has  been  practised, 
and  held  lawful,  by  all  nations  in  every  age  of  the 
world.  How  very  pitiful ! — Do  not  all  men  recollect, 

Uhat  admiral  Coclcburn  went  a-b  oat -hunting  in  many  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks  of  the  Chesapeake.  Did  he 
spare  the  most  miserable  craft  that  he  could  lay 
hold  of?  No — every  thing  was  burned  or  destroyed. 

"Were  these  things  clone  “m  consequence”  of  the 
orders  given  to  the  Argus ? They  happened  before 
that  vessel  sailed  ! As  to  the  paragraph  quoted  from 
iVaterford,  the  Boston  editor  is  morally  certain  that 
hi  is  false — a base  and  wicked  lie.  Yet  he  inserts  it 
without  a remark.  Captain  Allen  was  distinguished 
for  his  humanity — but  the  my-so  of  a “Mr.  John 
Lewis ” an  Irish  “dealer  in  cattle,”  is  to  impeach  the 
character  of  the  illustrious  dead  1 For  shame  ! We 
owe  nothing  to  the  forbearance  of  the  enemy — he 
has  done  all  that  the  laws  of  war  allowed,  and  added 
thereto  the  proceedings  of  a savage.  Whatever  we 
might  think  of  a British  admiral  employed  to  destroy 
oyster  boats  and  wood  fiats,  we  never  complained  of 
what  he  clone  in  this  respect.  It  is  barbarisms  on  the 
shore  that  have  stamped  him  with  eternal  disgrace. 

About  1500  American  prisoners  remained  at  Hali- 
fax on  the  30th  ult.  reported  very  sickly.  A partel  is 
expected  at  Salem  with  300  of  these  unfortunate 
men. 


In  immediate  consequence  of  the  war,  the  United  States  end 
Great  Britain  have  severally  lost  the  national  vessels,  described 
below* 


gUllAgUltf 


rUEAT  BRITAIN  HAS  LOST 


NAMES  OF  VESSELS 


13 


Frigate  Giierriere 

Macedonian 

Java 

.Ship  Alert 

|BrigDukeofGlotieester 

Peacock1 

Dominica 

Boxer 

Ship  Detroit 

Queen  Cliavlotte 
Sclir.  Lady  Prevost 
Brig  Hunter 
Sloop  Little  Belt 
Schr.  Chippeway 
Highflyer 
Growler, retaken 
Julia,  ditto 
Five  gun  boats 
14  Packets,  average  10 
guns 

Frigate  Southampton 
Woolwich, 
Barbadoes 
Brig  Emulous 
Plumper 
Avenger 
Falcon 
Magnet 
Moselle 
Persian 
Schr.  Chubb 
Subtle 

Brig  Rhodian 
Bold 

Ship  Laurestinus 
Scln*. Varrable 


umigurts 
4Mj 

49 
43 
26 
10 
22 
16 
18 
19 
17 
13 
10 
3 
1 
5 
3 


14 

| 455  338 


To-day  and  to-morrow. 

following  pointed  paragraph,  extracted  from  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register,  from 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  characters  that  this 
or  any  other  country  has  produced,  affords  so  fine 
a, hint  on  the  general  concerns  of  life,  aipd  so  feel - 
tingly  applies  to  our  own  matters,  that  we  record 
it  with  pleasure  : 

“Your  indulgence  has  been  infinitely  beyond  my 
desert  in  failing  to  make  the  remittance  so  justly 
due  for  your  valuable  repository  of  the  Weekly  Re- 
gister. I know  that  the  good  rule  is,  not  to  put  off 
to  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day  ; but  the  practice 
Is,  too  often  not  to  do  to-day  what  you  can  put  off  to 
to-morrow , and  to  this  I am  sometimes  obliged  to 
plead  guilty.” 


LOSS  IN  KILLED  AND  WOUNDESD. 

American  loss. 

Essex  and  Alert,  0 

Giierriere  and  Constitution, 

Frolic  and  Wasp, 

Macedonian  and  United  States, 

Java  and  Constitution, 

Hornet  and  Peacock, 

Shannon  and  Chesapeake, 

Decatur  and  Dominica, 

JBoxer  and  Enterprize, 

On  lake  Erie 


British  losst 
3 


British  loss 
American  ditto 


guns 

ditto 


14 

105 

10 

80 

12 

104 

34 

17! 

S 

42 

144 

84 

16 

62 

13 

39 

123 

160 

371 

810 

793 

159 

634 

Difference 

The  whole  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  in  service  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  exclusive  of  the  gun  boats,  carried  rather 
less  than  450  guns— of  which  we  lost,  by  captures,  141  guns,  *'hile 
we  took  from  the  enemy  455  guns.  The  vessels  now  in  commission 
carry  more  than  800  guns,  of  which  about  150  ave  on  the  lakes. 

Speaking  of  the  losses  of  the  enemy,  the  National  Advocate  has 
the  following  remarks— 

“No  conflict  in  Europe  has  ever  presented  such  a display  in  los$" 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ; we  can  find  nothing  like  it.  In  the' 
war  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  17 5£,  tne  loss  up  to  the 
year  1760,  is  as  follows : 

Vessels  taken,  &c. 

Lost, 

Total, 

Guns  taken,  &c. 

Lost, 

Total, 


French. 

British. 

83 

9 

18 

13 

101 

22 

3436 

216 

786 

644 

■■ 

■-»■■■■ 

4222 

8»0 

Household  Articles, 

The  followjngj  certainly  not  important  at  present,  may  amtate. 
many  sometime  hereafter.  If  such  lists  were  published  ih  all  the 
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t*uef  cities  and  towns  of  tlie  United  States,  the  contrast  would  i 
be  very  interesting.  These  tilings  lie  long  to  the  damettic  history  ! 
of  a Country;  and,  though  now  despised  for  their  familiarity,1 
vlill.  at  a future  day,  be  regarded  with  much  attention  by  liie 
curious  observer  of  the  progress  of  society. 


Retail  prices  current , Baltimore , November  If,  1813. 


J 


foultrQ. 


Vegetables. 


Butter. 


flier  xc. 
Groceries . 


fluidics. 


fcxt. 


do- 

do. 

do. 

per  ciot. 
per  lb. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


tread  Stuffs. — “White  wheat”  flour, pet  bid.  198  Ihs, 
“Best  superfine,  “family Jtourn  do. 
Superfine-^or  Shipping 
Fine  flour 
Middlings 
Rye  meal 
Indian -ebm  meal 
Beef,  best  and  bestptecef 
Veal  ditto 

Mutton  ditto 
Lamb  ditto 
Pork  ditto 
Bacon 

( XT  The  common  quality  of  meats, 
as  well  as  the  coarse  [di  ces,  are 
from  one-third  to  one-half  less. 

A good  turkey 
— goose 

Wild  ducks  “canvas  backs”  per  pair 
Ditto  “red  heads” 

Other  wild  ducks 
Tame  ducks,  good 
Dunghill  fowls,  good 
Potatoes 
Ditto,  sweet 
Turnips 
Parsnips 
Cabbage  (good) 

Best  fresh 

good 

•——firkin  (best) 

Good 

Sugar— best  brown 

loaf 

Coffee 

lea— “young  hyson” 

Wines  and  foreign  liquors  very  high 
and  various 

Best  4th  proof  whiskey  gal. 

Mould  per  lb. 

Dipt  do. 

Soap,  brown  do. 

Oak  per  cord 

Hickory  do, 


100 


do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
bushel 
do, 
do. 
do. 

per  piece 
per  lb, 
do. 
do, 

do. 

do  25 
do, 
do, 
do. 


From 
D.  «ts. 


15 


1 25 
©2  1-2 


50 

37 1-2 
50 

62  1-2 


371-2 

31 


3® 


To 

D.  cts. 
00 
7 00 
6 25 
5 75 
25 
5 50 
2 25 
10 

12  l-U 
7 
7 
9 
16 


175 
87  1-2 
1 25 
62  1-2 
50 
75 

87  1-2 
56 

1 50 
50 

62  1-: 
8 
50 

37  1-S 
25 
25 
28 
40 
35 

2 50 


6 06 
00 


1 12  1-2 
25 
19 

12  1-2 
700 
9 00 


C^To  Independence. 

Cotton  manufactures  at  Baltimore. — There  are  now 
fanning1  in  Baltimore,  or  rather  in  the  city  and  its 
Vicinity,  about  9,000  spindles;  1500  or  2000  more 
go  into  operation  before  the  first  6f  January  next, 
and  from  the  works  already  in  great  progress,  there 
will  be  about  20,000,  in  the  whole,  by  the  end  of  the 
ensuing  year.  Three  years  ago  ice  did  not  make  a 
thread. 

These  works,  on  the  average,  will  require  35001b. 
of  cotton  per  day , to  keep  them  a going ; and  reck- 
oning 300  days  in  the  year,  will  consume,  per  annum , 
1,050,000  lb.  of  cotton,  rather  more  than  one-eighth 
of  the  whole  export  of  that  article  from  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1805 ; when  trade,  in  general,  wa? 
nearly  at  its  height ; though  the  cultivation  of  that 
commodity  has  greatly  increased  since  then. 

This  cotton  will  make  about  one  million  lbs.  of 
yarn,  which  sells  for  an  average  price  of  70  cents, 
equal  to  $700,000  per  annum  for  the  cotton,  in  its 
first  state  of  improvement. 

But  this  yarn  will  be  wove  into  three  millions  of 
yards  of  cloth,  worth  on  the  average  45  cents  per 
yard,  making  a final  value  of  $1,620,000  per  annum. 

So  much  for  the  “devoted  city.”  Besides,  the 
Union  Manufacturing  company  will  commence  the 
third  mill,  as  soon  as  the  building  of  the  second  is 
done  ; and  begin  to  count  upon  the  fourth.  They 
have  seats  for  sixteen  mills  in  the  space  of  a few 
hundred  yards,  to  be  turned  by  the  Patapsco.  Other 
works  by  other  companies  are  contemplated. 

We  have  also  many  valuable  manufactories  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  property  of  which  is  in  citizens 
•of  Baltimore,  as  well  as  several  in  the  city.  We 


shall  at  this  tifne  only  notice  a machine  at  Ellicvtt's 
mills  that  cuts  (please  to  observe,  I do  not  say  will  cut, 
but  arts  ) twelve  hundred  nails  in  one  minute,  more 
perf  eel  than  any  heretofore  furnished. 

From  the  facts  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
(and  though  1 am  very  curious  about  such  things,  I 
am  convinced  that  I am  not  fully  informed)  f 
venture  to  say,  that  the  domestic  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton, wool,  copper,  brass,  nails  and  glass,  (ONLY  SIX 
ARTICLES)  appertaining  to  Baltimore,  will  give  au 
ultimate  value  of  more  than  two  millions,  of  dollars  for 
the  year  1815,  without  taking  into  calculation  nny 
other  than  those  works  now  in  operation  or  actually 
finishing  or  erecting ; wresting  tlvat  mighty  sum 
immediately  from  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 
And  much  is  done  in  a small  way  in  making  many 
other  goods  that  three  years  ago  were  received  from 
Great  Britain,  to  the  amount  of)  perhaps,  $150,000 
a year. 

Verily,  verily,  these  tilings  will  provoke  a “Home 
influence,”  and  hasten  the  political,  melleniura. 
when  we  shall  regard  all  nations  as  enemies  or  as 
friends,  us  they  may  behave  themselves  to  us.  In 
addition  to  these  more  weighty  considerations,  we 
exultinglv  make  the  remark,  that  every  person  en- 
gaged in  these  manufactures  is  rapidly  adding  ta  his 
wealth. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Though  the  breed  of  Merino  sheep  is  now  very 
numerous  in  the  United  Stales,  the  great  profits 
accruing  on  them,  and  the  consequent  desire  of 
many  to  possess  them,  still  keep  them  very  high- 
68  full  blooded  ewes  brought  at  New  York,  a few 
days  ago,  an  average  price  of  $127  98  each ! the 
three  fourth  blooded  ewes  brought  $26  28 — the 
half  blooded  $10  50. 

Stephen  II.  Moore,  late  captain  of  the  Baltimore 
Volunteers , who  lost  h'S  leg  at  York,  where  pi  kb 
was  killed,  has  received,  (without  application  on 
las  behalf)  from  the  Pres  entof  the  United  States, 
the  office  of  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  cit>  and 
county  of  Baltimore.  This  prompt  attention  of  the 
administration  to  a faithful  soldier,  has  a happy  as- 
pect. 

Hamburg  is  represented  to  be  in  a deplorable  state, 
by  the  re-occupation  of  the  French,  against  whom 
that  city  had,  in  kingly  phrase,  rebelled.  The  con- 
tribution has  been  excessively  severe,  and  thousands 
of  the  people  have  been  compelled  to  labor  on  the 
fortifications.  The  place  has  not,  however,  beets 
committed  to  general  plunder,  rape  and  conflagra- 
tion, as  Cockbum  would  have  served  Baltimore  and 
JYorfoUc,  and,  indeed,  as  was  desired  in  respect  to  the 
former,  by  some  very  charitable  people  of  our  own. 
Let  us  mete  to  all  tyrants  and  villains  by  the  same 
measure.  Suppose  Bonaparte  had  burned  Hamburg 
as  Cockbum  burned  Havre-de-  Grace,  what  would  wcs 
say  of  it  ? The  extent  of  the  calamity  could  not  alter 
its  principle. 

Amendment  to  the  constitution  proposed. — The  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  r 

j Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ten* 
nessee,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  prevail  upon  congress  to  propose  to  the 
several  states,  for  tlieir  adoption,  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  service  of  the  senators  in  congress 
from  six  to  that  of  four  years,  from  the  time  thej 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appointments. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re.-, 
q wired  to  tp  tj-jS 
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slates,  a copy  of  the  resolution  passed  this  general, 
assembly  relative  to  reducing  the  term  of  service  of 


POSTSCRIPT. 


senators  in  congress  from  six  to  four  years,  with  a'  We  have  at  length  sopie  accounts  rrorn  th 
request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  legislatures  j eI  armies,  that  appear  worthy*  of  rel 
of  their  different  states  for  their  consideration. 


Nortft- 
ance.  .The 

New- York  National  Advocate  mentions  the  receipt 
of  a letter  by  the  secretary  at  war  (at.  Albany)  from 


rm  i , 4 • , c 4l  , 08  a letter  oy  uie  secreiary  at  war  (at.  AUianvi  irom 

..Te,e  have  been  two  r.ots  ,n  two  of  the  eastern ! nera,  Jfuml„  dated  at  Pha^  on  „^12th,- 

itWs , winch  ,t  they  had  happened  m Balance,  | whic| , posjti4lv  says  he  should  join  irULmnn  at 
ouW  have  hlled  a thousand  volumes  in  the  news-  Mojmku,  in  t\vo  davs,  o:  s oner.  The  Mum, 


cit: 
w 
papers 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — CONTINUED  FKOX  PAGE  187. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain's  wide  domain, 

“A  nd  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  i” 

British  Naval  Register. 

695,  796.  Two  ships  from  Archangel,  captured 
by  the  Scourge  of  New  York,  and  sent  into  Dorn 
theim,  Norway. 

697.  Schooner  Katy,  with  a cargo  of  wine,  dry 
goods,  &c.  sent  into  New  Bedford,  by  the  Yankee. 

(JjTThe  valuable  prize  of  the  Yankee , see  last  prize 
list,  has  been  recaptured  by  the  Ramilies,  and  sent 
to  Halifax — as  have  also  the  barque  of  10  guns,  and 
the  brig'  Telemachus.  The  Yankee,  however,  was 
as  full  of  their  most,  valuable  goods  as  she  could 
swim. 

698.  An  American  schooner,  from  one  of  the  Eas- 
tern ports,  laden  with  700  barrels  of  flour,  bound 
for  Halifax,  sent  into  New  Bedford,  by  the  Water 
Witch  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

The  Shannon,  a prize  to  the  President  frigate,  has 
been  re -captured. 

The  London  papers  give  a doleful  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  an  American  privateer  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Tagus,  [Portugal.]  They  report  that  she 
had  captured  thirty-turn  British  vessels,  many  of  them 
richly  laden. 

Salem  Privateers. 

From  the  .Essex  Register. 

We  have  obtained  from  a correct  source  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  privateers  belonging  to  this 
port  which  have  been  captured  or  lost  since  the  war, 
with  their  actual  cost.  The  number  of  privateers 
captured,  as  well  as  their  value,  is  greatly  overated 
in  the  Gazette. 

A correct  list  of  privateers  from  this  port , captured  by 
the  British,  with  their  value. 


Schr.  Fair  Trader 
Regulator, 

Active, 

Dolphin* 

Buckskin, 

Revenge, 

■Ship  John, 

Schr.  Enterprize, 

Brig  Montgomery, 

Ship  Alexander,  partly 
owned  in  Salem 
Sclir.  Cossack, 

Boat  Owl, 

Sloop  Wasp, 

Schr.  Growler, 

Farts  of  privateers  owned  in  Salem  V 
which  sailed  from  different  ports,  C 
not  included  in  the  above , say  j 

Privateers  cast  away  and  lost. 
Schr.  Dart,  Davis,  2 

Gallinipper,  Wellman,  2 


Capt.  Morgan, 
Mansfield, 
Patterson, 
Endieott, 
Bray, 
Sinclair, 
Fairfield, 
Morgan, 

S trout. 


Upton, 

Duncan, 

Erving, 

Lindsay, 


1 gun  $ 2,000 

4.500 
2,000 
6,000 
4,000 

5.500 
20,000 
24,000 
24,000 


1 

2 

3 

1 

3 
16 

4 

12 

16 

1 

0 

2 
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gns  of  the  16th,  says  that  Wilkinson  passed  Prescott 
(about  80  miles  below  Kingston)  on  the  night  of  the 
6th  inst.  with  the  loss  of  2 killed  and  3 wounded. — 
He  crossed  into  Canada,  at  Hamilton,  (say  30  miles  . 
lower  down)  oh  the  8th,  without  opposition.  The 
plan  of  the  campaign  is  now  fully  developed,  and  we 
hope  has  effected  all  that  we  expected  this  season. 
The  skirmish  between  Hampton  and  sir  George  lJre- 
vost,  so  foolishly  spoken  of  in  the  “general  order”  of 
the  latter  [see  page  202,]  il'as  exactly  what  we  have 
represented  it  to  be  ; a something  to  divert  the  ene- 
my. Our  killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  affray 
was  only  33;  though  from  certain  papers  of  Boston , 
it  would  have  appeared,  that  sir  George  with  his  300 
had  actually  devoured  the  8000  of  Hampton,  hardly 
suffering  a “ remnant  to  be  saved.”  The  united  forces 
of  Wilkinson  and  Hampton,  who  must  have  joined  to 
act  in  concert  on  or  before  the  15th  instant,  would 
amount  to  about  15,000  men.  Sufficient  to  beat  sir 
George,  and  intercept  the  whole  enemy  force  in  the 
upper  country.  The  British  force  near  Montreal  is 
stated  to  be  6 or  7000,  regulars  and  militia. 

“The  cause  of  the  army,  passing  Prescott  with  so 
trivial  a loss,  (says  the  Argus  J is  stated  to  have 
been  the  following  expedient  adopted  by  the  gene- 
ral : the  old  and  damaged  boats  were  collected,  and 
in  the  early  part  of  the  night  sent  down  the  river 
with  a bare  sufficiency  of  men  to  conduct  them  ; the 
enemy,  mistaking  them  for  the  army,  commenced  a 
tremendous  cannonade,  and  continued  it  till  towards 
morning,  when  their  fire  ceased,  and  the  troops 
passed  down  in  safety.” 

07/*  A late  London  paper  contains  a regular  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of  the  JMacedonian  frigate  by 
the  Tenedos  ; and  states  that  we  had  127  killed  and 
wounded,  but  that  the  British  loss  was  trifling  ! ! 

After  announcing  the  victory , the  same  paper  has 
the  following  paragraph 

“ Division  of  the  United  States. — In  addition  to  the 
above  gratifying  intelligence,  we  learn  that  the  east- 
ern slates  of  America  have,  in  the  most  unanimous 
manner,  expressed  their  .determination  of  seceding 
from  their  allegiance,  unless  the  government  make 
peace  with  England.” 


18,000 

5.000 
600 

3.000 
16,000 

25,000 
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2,500 


Sales  of  prizes  brought  into  Salem 
to  this  date, -amount  to  Dolls. 


$ 164,100 
675,695  93 


Alexandria.  November  1. 

Fire  ! — We  are  sorry  to  state  that  on  Friday  night 
last,  the  draw  house,  belonging  to  the  Washington 
Bridge,  together  with  about  two  hundred  feet  of 
the  bridge,  was  consumed  by  fire.  This  will  occa- 
sion a very  serious  interruption  to  the  travellers  and 
waggons,  of  which  there  are  a vast  number  daily 
passing  north  and  south.  The  bridge  we  hope  and 
expeetpt  will  speedily  be  refitted;  as  it  has,  since  the 
war,  made  a handsome  interest  to  the  stockholders, 
besides  creating  a large  surplus  fund  which  the  di- 
rectors have  prudently  husbanded  for  exigencies. 


The  want  of  room,  to  get  in  as  we  wish,  all 
the  matter  that  presents  itself  for  insertion, 
has  induced  the  editor  to  resolve  on  an  impor- 
tant proposal  to  he  submitted  to  his  reader# 
next  week. 
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Legislature  of  Georgia. 

O n 

governor  Mitchell’s  message  to  the  legislature* 

EXECUTIVE  BEPAETMEXT,  GEORGIA, 

Milledgeville,  Nov.l,  1813. 

Felloiu  citizens  of  the  Senatet 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  period  at  which  you  are  now  assembled  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  most  important  of  any  which  has'oc- 
curred  since  the  establishment  of  our  independence  ; 
engaged  as  we  are  in  hostilities  with  a nation,  the 
maritime  resources  and  naval  power  of  which  has 
no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world  ; and  whose 
government  is  as  base  and  corrupt  as  it  is  powerful. 
Accustomed  to  tyrannize  over  the  ocean,  and  by  her 
wealth  and  intrigue  to  keep  one  half  of  Europe  cut- 
ting the  throats  of  the  other  half,  she  flattered  her- 
self the  United  States  would  not  dare  to  resist  her 
unfounded  claims  to  maritime  supremacy.  In  this 
she  no  doubt  derived  encouragement,  as  well  from 
the  forbearance  manifested  by  our  republican  admi- 
nistration, and  their  known  and  acknowledged  aver- 
sion to  war  and  bloodshed,  which  she  mistook  for 
timidity,  as  from  a conviction  of  having  a party  suf- 
ficiently powerful  in  the  United  States  to  control  the 
government  if  it  dared  to  resist.  This  is  known  to 
every  man  who  has  attended  to  facts  and  passing 
events. 

This  haughty  nation  has  however  been  mistaken, 
as  well  in  the  firmness,  stability  and  energy  of  our 
own  government,  as  in  the  power  of  the  party  she 
relied  wpon  in  this  country  to  promote  her  views  and 
oppose  those  of  their  own  government.  And  here  per- 
mit me  to  remark  the  contrast  between  the  minority 
in  the  British  parliament  and  the  minority  in  con- 
gress. In  the  former  they  no  sooner  found  that  war 
was  declared,  than  they  united  with  ministers,  and 
by  an  unanimous  vote  declared  they  would  support 
the  war  with  a view  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  ; 
in  the  latter  our  minority  thought  of  nothing  so  much 
as  how  thev  were  to  embarrass  the  government,  and 
by  what  means  they  could  defeat  their  measures. — 
Unaccountable  as  the  fact  is,  it  is  nevertheless  true  ; 
it  is  no  fiction,  but  established  by  the  public  proceed- 
ings of  the  British  parliament,  and  the  congress  of 
the  United  States.  How  shameful  for  freemen  to  act 
thus  ! what!  oppose  their  own  government  for  re- 
sisting by  force  of  arms  those  tyrannic  acts  of  a cor- 
rupt and  venal  ministry,  which  had  for  their  object, 
and  if  submitted  to,  must  have  resulted  in  placing 
the  United  States  in  a worse  condition  than  they 
could  be  as  colonies  of  the  British  crown. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  I admit,  that  because 
the  minority  ip  the  British  parliament  pledged  them- 
selves to  support  the  war  until  an  honorable  peace 
could  be  obtained,  that  the  British  ministry  might 
not  procure  such  a peace  with  our  government  ; that 
is  an  object  which  has  been,  I venture  to  say,  at  all 
times  within  their  reach.  Our  government  has  ma- 
nifested an  anxious  desire  of  terminating  hostilities 
bv  a peace  honorable  to  both  parties ; and  if  the 
.British  cabinet  had  been  as  sincerely  disposed  for 
peace,  the  war  would  never  have  commenced,  nei- 
Vol.  Y. 


ther  would  it  have  continued  to  this  day.  But  it  is 
evident  to  the  whole  world,  that  peace  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  enemy,  unless  accompanied  by  a surren- 
der of  those  rights  on  our  part  which  would  entail 
infamy  and  disgrace  upon  us  and  our  country  forever. 
The  pledge  of  the  minority  in  the  British  parliament 
is  therefore  the  more  remarkable,  and  makes  the 
contrast  between  their  conduct  and  the  minority  in 
congress  the  more  striking,  since  our  object  has 
been  uniformly  before  the  war  to  preserve  peace* 
and  since  to  obtain  it ; the  enemy  has  had  no  other  ob- 
ject but  to  findpretexts  for  evading  a compliance  with 
our  just  demands,  and  provoking  us  by  new  aggres- 
sions, whilst  professing  a disposition  to  do  justice.  If 
the  just  principles  on  which  the  war  was  commenced 
were  insufficient  to  produce  equal  unanimity  amongst 
us  to  that  which  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  can  the  minority  not  find  in  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Hampton  and  elsewhere, 
motives  sufficiently  powerful  to  stimulate  them  to 
unite  with  the  majority,  and  by  a bold  and  manly  ef- 
fort to  inflict  merited  chastisement  upon  the  authors 
of  such  barbarous  and  brutal  wrongs  ( I venture  to 
pronounce,  that  he  who  cannot,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  claims  to  be  an  American,  is  a cold  blooded 
traitor. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  contest,  our 
old  revolutionary  heroes  had  nearly  all  droptoff  the 
stage  of  life,  and  from  our  long  habits  of  peace,  the 
handful  of  troops  kept  on  our  frontier  had  afforded 
but  little  opportunity  for  the  display  of  military  ge- 
nius. Our  navy  also  was  as  it  were  in  a state  of  in- 
fancy ; yet  with  this  handful  of  force,  were  we  com- 
pelled in  defence  of  our  inestimable  rights  to  encoun- 
ter, as  I have  before  observed,  the  most  powerful 
and  at  the  same  time  the  most  abandoned  govern- 
ment that  ever  tyrannized  over  any  country. 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  disparity  of  force, 
yet  with  our  numerous  and  brave  population,  and  a 
country  abounding  in  all  the  resources  necessary 
either  for  offensive  or  defensive  warfare,  we  cannot- 
for  a moment  doubt  of  our  final  success.  With  a 
little  experience  in  tha  art  of  war,  which  we  are 
gaining  daily,  our  officers  and  men  will  soon  teach 
the  British  legions  the  difference  between  the  ener 
gieg  of  freemen  fighting  the  battles  of  the  republic* 
and  mercenary  slaves  contending  for  injustice  and 
oppression  under  the  orders  of  a despot!  But  what 
shall  be  said  of  our  navy  i our  infant  navy  ! its  at- 
chievements  in  a relative  point  of  view  are  unparelled 
in  the  history  of  any  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe.  The  enemy  with  his  thousand  ships  of  war 
has  to  boast  but  of  two  triumphs  over  it,  whilst  we 
can  claim  almost  as  many  as  we  have  ships.  May 
we  not  hope  that,  the  late  victory  gained  so  gallantly 
by  commodore  Perry  and  his  brave  associates  on  lake 
Erie,  over  a superior  British  fleet,  and  ihe  com? 
maud  of  lake  Ontario  now  obtained  by  the  brave 
Chaiincey,  will  lead  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
events  winch  must  ultimately  compel  the  enemy  to 
make  peace  upon  honorable  terms,  or  be  driven  from 
the  continent  ? I think  they  will.  Our  army  in  those 
regions  will  now  be  aide  to  act  w 1th  better  elfect,  and. 
the  bloOd  thirsty  savage,  paid  and  instigated  to  scarp 
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and  tomahawk  not  only  our  defenceless  settlers  on  | 
the  frontiers  but  our  unfortunate  prisoners,  will  be 
checked  and  restrained. 

Whilst  we  are  engaged  in  a contest  for  the  main- 
tenance of  those  maritime  rights,  which  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation  we  claim  under  the  iong  established 
principles  of  general  law,  or  law  of  nations,  we  are 
under  peculiar  obligation  to  render  the  homage  of 
our  gratitude  and  praise  to  a bountiful  Providence 
for  the  plenty  with  which  our  country  abounds  in  all 
things  necessary  for  our  comfort  and  convenience. — 
Our  farmers  and  planters  raise  their  own  grain;  their 
docks  and  herds  supply  their  own  beer,  bacon  and 
lamb  -i  and  their  wool  and  cotton  are  both  fabricated 
by  the  industry  of  the  family  into  cloth  for  domestic 
use.  Not  only  so,  but  a considerable  surplus  re- 
mains, by  the  disposal  of  which,  sugar  and  coffee, 
&c.  which  by  long  habit  have  become  in  some  mea- 
sure necessaries  of  life,  are  procured.  And,  the 
game  necessity  continuing,  we  shall  add  to  our  inde- 
pendence by.  the  culture  of  many  articles  which  are 
at  present  supplied  by  importations  from  abroad. 
By  the  efforts  of  some  enterprising  individuals  in 
the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  our  state,  it  has 
been  demonstrated  that  the  sugar  cane  can  be  culti- 
vated with  success and  our  climate  and  soil  are 
peculiarly 'well  calculated  for  producing  both  wine 
and  oil.  Hence  our  independence  of  foreign  supplies 
will  be  insured, and  the  American  farmer  and  planter, 
and  those  of  Georgia  particularly,  will  stand  erect, 
the  most  independent  human  beings  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  under  the  restraints  of  civil  society. 

Happy  for  this  state,  she  has  been  as  yet  exempt 
from  those  malignant  scenes  of  outrage  which  have 
marked  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  other  parts  of 
the  Union  ; but  he  and  his  savage  allies  to  the  north, 
have  finally  succeeded  in  changing  the  aspect  of  af- 
fairs on  our  Indian  frontier.  A large  proportion  of 
the  Creek  Indians  are  in  a state  of  hostility  against 
us.  Some  families  were  murdered  near  the  mouth  of 
Ohio  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  by  a party  of 
Indians  passing  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Upper  Greeks. 
The  principal  'chiefs  of  the  nation,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  agent,  determined  to  punish  the  murder- 
ers, by  putting  them  to  death,  and  a party  of  war- 
riors was  ordered  to  execute  their  determination. — 
This  was  no  sooner  clone  than  the  resentment  of  the 
friends  of  the  murderers  broke  out  in  acts  of  open 
violence  against  all  those  who  had  been  in  any  way 
concerned  in  causing  the  murderers  to  be  put  to 
death.  From  what  has  appeared  since,  it  is,  however, 
certain,  that  the  Upper  Creeks  had  secretly  deter- 
mined to  take  part  with  the  northern  Indians  in  the 
war  against  the  United  States,  and  that  the  c ire um: 
stances  before  mentioned  only  produced  a premature 
disclosure  of  their  object.  A considerable  party 
among  the  Creeks,  however,  preserve  their  faith  to 
our  government,  and  from  them  and  other  sources, 
I have  derived  intelligence,  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  plans  and  movements  of  the  hostile  party.  By 
the  -restrictions  of  the  federal  constitution,  no  state 
can  without  the  consent  of  congress,  ‘"'engage  in  war 
unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  dan- 
ger as  will  not  admit  of  delay.”  Hence  it  was  some 
time  after  the  discovery  of  a hostile  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Creeks,  before  I could  procure  such  in- 
formation as  would  enable  to  act,  restrained  as  the 
state  is  by- the  constitution. 

At  length  on  the  28th  day  of  July  last,  I received 
a written  communication  from  the  chiefs  Who  are  at 
the  bead  of  the  friendly  part  of  the  nation,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter,  a letter  from  colonel  Hawkins, 
as  the  agent  of  Indian  affairs,  announcing  that  the 
object  of  the  hostile  Indians  was,  in  the  first  instance 
the  destruction  of  the  friendly  ones,  and  finally,,  an 


| at  tack  upon  us  ; and  in  colonel  Hawkins’  letter  h 
stated,  that  I should  consider  his  communication 
ns  “authentic  information  of  a meditated  attack.”— 
Thus  our  situation  was  brought  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution.  In  the  mean  time  t 
wrote  the  secretary  of  war,  stating  the  situation  of’ 
the  Indians,  and  the  danger  to  which  our  frontier 
was  exposed  ; but  before  my  letter  reached  its  des- 
tination, the  general  government  with  a promptness 
and  decision  that  evince  a vigilance  and  attention  to 
duty  which  claim  our  warmest  approbation,  had  an- 
ticipated our  wants  ; and  I received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war  a letter  authorising  the  use  of  fifteen 
hundred  militia  from  this  state  against  the  hostile 
Greeks.  A general  order  was  immediately  issued  for 
preparing  the  troops,  and  they  were  soon  after  march- 
ed to  their  late  rendezvous  on  the  Ockmulgee  river. 
Circumstances  which  I deemed  important,  induced 
me  to  enlarge  the  number,  to  a full  brigade,  the  com- 
rnuihd  of  which,  according  to  established  custom  and 
military  usage,  was  tendered  to  general  John  Stew- 
art, as  senior  brigadier,  who,  from . domestic  consi- 
derations, declined ; and  brigadier-general  John 
Floyd  was  then  called  upon  as  the  next  in  seniority, 
who  accepted  an  l is  now  in  command,  and  with  the 
detachment:  And  I have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing, that  the  measures  1 have  pursued,  oid  the  plan 
of  organization  1 have  adopted,  have  been  approved 
by  tne  president. 

The. hostility  of  the  Creeks  being  unexpected  by 
the  government,  they  were  in  no  state  of  preparation 
in  this  quarter  for  the  equipment  and  supply  of  such 
a body  of  troops,  which  laid  me  under  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  them,  until  the  United  States  could 
’ have  time  to  do  so.  For  this  purpose  I advanced 
hom  the  state  funds  appropriated  for  ndlitaary  dis- 
bursements, the  sums  necessary  for  the  contractor 
' and  quarter-master’s  department,  every  cent  of 
which  has  been  returned  and  is  now  in  the  treasury, 

‘ This  advance  was  indispensable,  and  occasioned  by 
‘ the  necessity  that  existed  for  immediately  marching 
the  troops  to  the  frontier,  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the 
people,  and  keep  them  from  breaking  up  and  leaving 
their  homes  ; and.  their  stay  at  their  rendezvous  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the 
equipments  necessary  to  supply  the  various  wants  of 
so  numerous  a detachment.  In  this  respect, however,, 
they  are  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  general 
government  and  their  movements  regulated  by  their 
order.  They  have  now  entered  the  enemy’s  country* 
and  I trust  under  Divine  Providence  they  will,  aided 
by  the  co-operation  of  other  detachments  ordered 
upon  the  same  service,  soon  subdue  the  faithless  sava- 
ges and  compel  them  to  unconditional  submission. 
The  supplies  of  ammunition  which  these  hostile 
ssVJges  have  received  from  the  Spanish  governor  at 
Pensacola,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  making  war 
upon  us,  is  a subject,  the  cognizance  of  which  be  - 
' longs  to  the  United  States  ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  this  secret  enemy  will  no  longer  be  permitted 
with  impunity  under  his  pretended  neutrality,  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  our  enemy  the  means  of  de- 
stroying us. 

The  quantity  of  ammunition  which  I have  pur- 
chased under  the  provisions  of  the  .act  of  the  last 
legislature  has  been  considerable.  Of  powder  there 
luis  been  no  difficult}  in  procuring  the  quantity  re- 
quired ; but  it  has  been  more  difficult  to  procure 
any  considerable  quantity  of  lead.  A sufficiency  has 
however  been  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  troops  now- 
in  the  field,  and  measures  taken,  which  will  insure 
the  delivery  of  a large  quantity  more  at  this  place, 
in  all  the  present  month. 

In  addition  to  the  detachment  now  in  the  field,  other' 
cautionary  measures  for  the  safety  of  the  frontier 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— LEGISLATURE  OF  GEORGIA.  g]  \ 


haVe  been  resorted  to.  Some  small  forts  and  block- 
houses have  been  built,  and  spies  and  scouts  have 
been,  and  are  at  this  time  kept  out  : And  although 
we  have  occasionally  had  false  reports  which  have 
produced  temporary  alarm,  the  savages  have  not 
dared  to  approach  our  settlements  ; that  they  have 
not,  has  been  occasioned,  1 have  no  doubt,  by  our  at- 
titude and  readiness  to  punish  them  on  the  very  first 
aggression. 

Our  sea-board  has  also  been  as  yet  exempt  from 
annoyance  by  the  enemy.  The  last  legislature  pass- 
ed a resolution,  authorising  the  executive  to  keep 
six  companies  of  militia  in  the  field,  one  in  each 
county  on  the  sea-board,  but  inasmuch,  as  I did  not 
perceive  the  necessity  for  their  service,  and  were  to 
be  kept  at  the  expence  of  the  state,  and  that  expence 
would  have  exceeded  the  whole  amount  appropriated 
for  military  disbursements,  in  at  least  a three-fold 
degree,  I declined  calling  them  out.  The  result 
has  justified  my  determination,  and  the  funds  of  the 
state,  and  the  lives  of  the  men  have  been  preserved! 
for  occasions  of  real  danger.  It  is  nevertheless  my 
opinion  that  some  precautionary  measures  are  at  this 
time  necessary.  The  season  has  arrived  and  will 
continue  for  some  time,  which,  in  our  climate,  is  the 
most  favorable  for  the  operations  of  a fleet;  and  as 
little  as  possible  ought  to  be  put  to  hazard. 

The  plan  adopted  in  Savannah,  the  execution  of 
which  is  committed  to  a committee  of  safety,  of 
keeping  vigilant  and  active  persons  employed  with 
fast  rowing  boats  at  the  mouths  of  the  inlets,  to  give 
immediate  notice  upon  the  appearance  of  the  enemy 
and  thereby- prevent  surprise,  is  undoubtedly  as  good 
as  any  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  can  be 
devised  ; but  that  alone  is  insufficient.  A competent 
force  ought  to  be  ready  to  oppose  the  enemy  on  Isis 
first  attempt  to  land.  The  most  efficient  for  this 
purpose,  next  to  that  of  river  craft  armed  with 
heavy  pieces  of  ordnance,  I respectfully  conceive, 
will  be  artillery.  A battalion  of  this  description  of 
force,  organized  so  as  to  be  capable  of  rapid  move- 
ments, and  stationed  at  some  convenient  place  near 
the  sea-coast  for  the  winter  would  be  highly  useful. 
They  could  be  moved  to  some  healthful  situation  in 
the  interior  during  the  summer  and  fall,  or  they 
might  he  permitted  to  return  on  furlough. 

Whilst  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  present  state  and  condition  of  our 
militia.  They  are  our  great  resource  for  defence 
Until  the  arm  of  the  union  can  be  extended  to  our 
protection  and  support.  Thirty  years  experience  has 
taught  us  that  our  present  plan  for  their  instruction 
is  altogether  insufficient ; and  now  that  we  are  in  a 
state  of  war,  it  is  time  to  make  an  effort  to  profit  by 
that  experience.  It  is  with  diffidence  that  1 venture 
to  suggest  a plan  for  our  improvement  in  this  parti- 
cular, but  so  fully  am  I impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  it,  that-,  my  diffidence  has  been  overcome  by  a 
sense  of  public  duty  ; and  I have  therefore  prepared 
a short,  sketch  which  is  submitted  for  your  conside- 
ration in  a separate  document  accompanying  this 
communication. 

The  shares  reserved  for  the  state  in  stock  in  Plan- 
ters* Bank  df  Savannah  were  subscribed  for,  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  paid  before 
the  first  day  of  January  last;  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  more  was  paid  to  the  same  object  before  July 
following  ; which  two  sums  make  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  stock  reserved  for  the 
state,  and  is  all  that  has  yet  been  called  for. 

The  present  situation  of  our  country  requiring 
additional  resources  for  carrying  on  the  just  and  ne- 
cessary war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  congress  at 
their"  iate  session  passed  an  apt  laying  a direct  tax, 


the  proportion  of  which  to  Georgia  is  ninety-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
forty -nine  cents.  The  act  imposing  this  tax  contains 
a proposition,  that  the  states,  or  either  of  them;  may 
pay  their  respective  proportions  into  the  national 
treasury,  and  that,  on  doing  so,  they  will  “be  entitled 
to  a deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum  if  paid  by  the 
10th  of  February  next;  and  of  ten  per  centum,  if 
paid  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  same  year,” 
and  to  collect  the  amount  in  any  manner  they  may 
think  proper.  Permit  me  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  this  proposition;  and  the  passage  of  a law  to 
give  it  effect.  The  state  has  at  this  time  more 
than  the  amount  in  the  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  difficulty  which  lias  already  been  ex- 
perienced of  transporting  large  sums  without  incur- 
ring considerable  expense  will  be  avoided,  the  state 
will  gain  considerably  by  the  transfer,  and  the  United 
States  will  have,  what  is  of  much  importance,  the 
immediate  use  of  tlie  money. 

An  abstract  will  b«  laid  before  you  by  the  trea- 
surer which  will  shew  in  a clear  and  explicit  man- 
ner the  present  state  of  our  finances : and  I have 
pleasure  in  stating  that  they  have  as  vet  been  amply 
sufficient  for  all  our  wants. 

A proposition  has  been  received  from  the  state  of 
North-Carolina  for  altering  the  federal  constitution 
in  those  parts  which  provide  for  the  manner  of 
electing  representatives  in  congress;  and  of  appoint- 
ing1 electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
United  States,  so  that  each  state  shall  by  its  legis- 
lature be  divided  into  a number  of  districts  equal 
to  the  number  of  representatives  and  electors  to 
which  such  state  may  be  entitled,  and  I now  submit 
it  for  your  consideration. 

A list  of  executive  appointments  made  during  the 
recess,  and  which  are  subject  to  legislative  inter- 
ference, is  herewith  submitted. 

To  the  documents  accompanying  this  commu- 
nication, permit  me  to  claim,  your  most  serious 
attention.  They  will  more  fully  and  clearly  explain 
the  transactions  of  the  executive  for  the  last  poli- 
tical year,  than  could  possibly  be  done  by  an  address 
of  tins  kind  without  going  too  much  into  detail. 
Upon  examiaation  1 trust  it  will  be  found,  that  a 
strict  adherence  to  duty  and  an  honest  intent  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  this  state,  have  at  no 
time  and  under  no  circumstances  been  departed 
from.  Having  served  the  state  as  its  governor  for 
four  years  in  succession,  with  slender  talents  it  is 
true,  but  with  a zlal  inferior  to  no  one’s,  and  en- 
tertaining’ an  opinion  that  in  a government  like 
ours,  a rotation  in  office,  particularly  the  executive* 
at  reasonable  intervals  ought  to  prevail,  I take  th* 
liberty  to  decline  being  considered  as  a candidate  at 
the  approaching  election.  I am  well  aware  that  ths 
present  moment  is  a very  unfavorable  one  for  a 
change,  and  I should  have  felt  reluctance  in  making 
a determination  to  withdraw,  if  I had  not  at  the  same 
time  felt  assured  that  you  had  in  your  power  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a gentleman,  whose  taler.ta 
and  integrity  eminently  qualify  him  for  the  station, 
and  who  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  public  con- 
fidence. 

That  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe  may  pro* 
tect  and  defend  our  beloved  country ; that  he  mav 
bless  them  with  peace,  plenty  and  happiness,  is  ths 
sincere  prayer  of  your  devoted  fellow-citizen. 

D .13.  MITCHELL. 

[The  documents  accompanying  the  abqve,  forming 

a part  of  the  history  of  the  war  with  the  Creeks, 

and  being  important  in  other  respacts,  shad  ha 

inserted  hereafter,] 


2[2  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  27,  1813. 


Vermont  Militia. 

»T  HIS  EXCELLENCY  MARTIN  CHITTENDEN,  ESO..  GO- 

T EH  NOR,  CAPTAIN-GENERAL  AND  COMMANDER  IN 

CHIEF,  IN  AND  OYEIt  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT,  A 

PUCLAMATJON. 

Whereas , It  appears  that  the  third  brigade  of  the 
third  division  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  has  been 
ordered  from  our  frontiers  for  the  defence  of  a 
neighboring  state ; — And,  whereas  it  further  appears, 
to  the  extreme  regret  of  the  captain  general,  that  a 
part  of  the  militia  of  said  brigade  have  been  placed 
under  the  command,  and  at  the  disposal  of  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  or  con- 
trol of  the  executive  of  this  state,  and  have  been 
actually  marched  to  the  defence  of  a sister  state, 
fully  competent  to  all  the  purposes  of  self-defence, 
whereby  an  extensive  section  of  our  own  frontier  is 
left  in  a measure,  unprotected,  and  the  peaceable 
good  citizens  thereof,  are  put  in  great  jeopardy,  and 
exposed  to  the  retaliatory  incursions  and  ravages  of 
an  exasperated  enemy : And  whereas,  disturbances 
of  a very  serious  nature,  are  believed  to  exist,  in 
consequence  of  a portion  of  the  militia  having  been 
thus  ordered  out  of  the  state  - 

Therefore , To  the  end,  that  these  great  evils  may- 
be provided  against,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  prevent- 
ed for  the  future : 

Be  it  hno-wn — That  such  portion  of  the  militia 
of  said  third  brigade,  in  said  third  division,  as  may 
be  now  doing  duty,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  or 
elsewhere,  beyond  the  limits  of  this  state,  both  offi- 
cers and  men,  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  by 
the  captain-general  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  forthwith  to  return 
to  the  respective  places  of  their  usual  residence, 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  said  brigade,  and 
there  to  hold  themselves  in  constant  readiness  to  act, 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  brigadier-general  Ja- 
cob Davis,  who  is  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
this  state,  to  the  command  of  said  brigade. 

And  the  said  brigadier-general  Davis,  is  hereby 
ordered  and  directed,  forthwith,  to  see  that  the  mi- 
litia of  his  said  brigade,  be  completely  armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directs,  and  liolden  in  constant 
readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers-^— and  in  case  of  actual  invasion, 
without  further  orders*  t'6  march  with  bis  said  bri- 
gade, to  act  either  in  co-operation  with  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  or  separately*  as  circumstances 
may  require,  in  repelling’  the  enemy  from  our  terri- 
tory, and  in  protecting  the  good  citizens  of  this 
state  from  their  ravages  or  hostile  incursions. 

And  in  case  of  an  event,  so  seriously  to  be  depre- 
cated, it  is  hoped  and  expected,  that  every  citizen 
without  distinction  of  party,  will  fly  at  once  to  the 
nearest  post  of  danger,  and  that  the  only  rallying 
word  will  be — “ Our  Country .” 

Feeling  as  the  captain-general  does,  the  weight  of 
responsibility,  which  rests  upon  him  with  regard  to 
the  constitutional  duties  of  the  militia,  and  the  sa- 
cred ri glits  of  our  citizens  to  protection  from  this 
great  class  of  the  community*  so  essentially  necessa- 
ry in  all  free  countries  ; at  a moment  too,  when  they 
are  90  imminently  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  hostile 
incursions,  and  domestic  difficulties,  he  cannot  con* 
scientiouslyr  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
the  voice  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  by  the  consti- 
tution of  this  and  the  United  States,  without  an 
unequivocal  declaration,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
militaiy  strength  and  resources  of  this  state,  must 
be  reserved  for  its  own  defence  and  protection  exclu- 
sively— excepting  in  cases  provided  for,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales — and  then,  under 
•i-iiVis  derived  oa7y  from  the  commander  in  chief. 


Given  under  mv  hand  at  Montpelier,  this  10th- 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  the  thirty- 
eighth. 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

By  his  excellency* s command. 

SAMUEL  SWIFT,  Sec*ry. 


Commodore  Rodgers. 

It  is  with  uncommon  pleasure  we  present  to  our  rea- 
ders the  following  “sketch  of  the  character  of 
commodore  Rodgers, ” from  a literary  work  pub- 
lished at  Boston , entitled  the  “ Polyanthos ” It 
does  justice  to  the  hated  of  the  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try— and,  by  a striking  comparison,,  exhibits  the 
fact,  that  “ opportunity ” is  not  always  afforded 
even  to  the  most  deserving ; who  seek  it  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  tempt  all  climates,  conditions,  and 
circumstances,  to  And  it. 

This  distinguished  naval  officer  v.ras  born  in  the 
state  of  Maryland,  and  has  followed  the  Seas  front 
his  childhood  -r  and  is  esteemed  a consummate  naval 
officer-  To  a strong  understanding  and  vigorous 
constitution,  this  gentleman  has  added  indefatigable 
industry  ; and  he  is  said  to  unite  the  theory,  and  the 
practice  of  his  noble  profession  in  a pre-eminent  de- 
gree. Brave,  decisive,  ingenious,  full  of  resource, 
this  accomplished  officer  is  looked  up  to  by  the 
younger  officers,  as  to  a great,  mas  ter.  Without  ex- 
ercising any  art  to  obtain  popularity,  he  never  fails 
to  gain  it ; for  men  of  business  admire  him  as  a man 
of  business ; while  those  who  meet  him  in  the  cere- 
monious circles  of  polished  life,  are  no  less  pleased 
with  his  modest,  discreet  and  unassuming  demeanor. 
We  have  never  seen  among  us  a naval  officer  of  any 
nation,  that  more  happily  united  the  sailor  and  the 
gentleman,  than  commodore  Rodgers. 

When  a member  of  congress,  who  had  an  high 
idea  of  the  superior  and  matchless  skill  of  the  Bri- 
tish, and  but  a very  moderate  opinion  of  tlie  skill, 
enterprize,  and  bravery  of  his  own  countrymen,  and 
was  therefore  discouraged  and  dismayed  at  the  idea 
of  our  building  a navy,  asked,  in  a tone  of  despair — 
If  we  had  a fleet,  where  is  the  man  among  us  who  is 
fit  for  an  admiral  of  it  ? — the  answer  from  all  parts 
of  the  house  was — “commodore  Rodgers.” 

One  or  two  events  contributed  to  make  this  gen- 
tleman the  subject  of  party  remark  ; and  the  animad- 
versions of  a party,  are  never  distinguished  for  just- 
ness, or  liberality.  Those  among  us,  who  were  dis- 
posed to  almost  any  concessions,  for  the  sake  of  pre- 
serving peace,  were  not  a little  disturbed  at  the  af- 
fair of  the  Little  Belt,  as  they  feared  that  haughty 
England  would  resent  it  in  a style  that  would  lead 
to  war  ; and  this  led  to  disputes  in  the  public  prints, 
where  truth  and  candor  are  not  always  regarded  as 
they  ought  to  be,  amidst  criminations  and  recrimina- 
tions. The  spirit  of  party  rose  high  on  the  simple 
question  of  -which  ship  fired  frst  ? and  although  the 
government  of  England  conceded  that  point , there  are 
not  wanting  people  among  us,  who,  to  this  day,  ac- 
cuse our  commodore  of  giving  the  first  shot : while 
others  maintained  that  it  was  improper  to  chase  any 
ship  of  war,  while  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  One 
thing  ought,  however,  to  be  mentioned ; — the  offi- 
cers of  the  President  were  ignorant  of  the  size  of 
the  Little  Belt.  It  was  night ; and  they  had  never 
seen  her  broadside,  and  they  supposed  her  to  be  a 
frigate  ; and  although  she  gave  the  first  fire , commo- 
modore  Rodgers  and  all  his  officers  were  filled  with 
regret,  when  they  found  next  morning  that  they  had 
poured  such  a destructive  broadside  into  a vessel 
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so  fitle  able  to  bear  it.  They  have  never  ceased  to 
express  their  regret  at  the  consequences  of  it 

The  same  party  spirit  criticised  the  commodore 
for  not  taking  the  frigate  Beider  a;  but  captain 
Byron,  who  commanded  her/'has  held  a different 
language,  and  pronounced  his  coi'dwct  to  have  been 
able  and  correct.  The  British  frigate  found  the  Pre- 
sident gaining  upon  her  ; she  thereupon  cast  away 
her  anchors,  threw  ever  Iter  boats, and  stove  her  wa- 
ter casks ; and  by  this  sacrifice,  so  lightened  the 
ship  as  to  out-sail  the  President.  This  was  a prudent 
and  justifiable  conduct  in  the  captain  of  the  British 
frigate ; but  would  have  been  reprehensible  in  com- 
modore Rodgers  ; because  his  ship  was  fitted  out 
fi>r  a long  cruize  ; and  swell  a procedure  would  have 
compelled  him  and  his  little  squadron, to  return  again 
into  port.  In  this  chase,  very  serious  damage  was 
..done  to  the  flelvidera,  bv  the  singular  precision  of 
the  President ’#  fire.  One  of  the  President’s  bow 
chasers  burst,  which  killed  several  men,  and  broke 
the  leg  of  the  commodore  ; so  that  in  every  point  of 
view,  there  could  not  be  a shadow  of  blame  cast  up- 
on commodore  Rodgers  for  the  escape  of  the  Belvi- 
dera.  Both  commanders  did  their  duty  ; and  gave 
equal  evidence  of  sound  judgment  and  good  conduct. 

Since  that  period  commodore  Rodgers  has  never 
met  an  English  frigate  that  was  not  in  company  of  a 
seventy  four-,  notwithstanding  lie  has  cruised  in.  the 
European  seas,  and  coasted  the  shores  of  Britain  *nd 
Ireland.  The  President  is  known,  and  British  fri- 
gates fly  from  her  ; and  it  is,  we  presum-,  the  duty 
of  the  commatsder  of  that  ship  to  turn  aside  from  a 
seventy-four  of  any  nation.  No  frigate,  not  even  the 
President,  the  United  States,  or  the  renowned  Con- 
stitution, can  stand,  many  minutes,  the  point-blank 
fire  of  .a  ship  of  seventy-four  guns.  Nautical  science, 
and  the  laws  of  artillerists  have  subjected  this  busi- 
ness to  demonstration. 

Good  luck  and  reputation  almost  always  go  toge- 
ther ; and  acquired  reputation  most  commonly  sinks 
for  want  of  it ; but  some  reputations  are  so  well 
grounded  in  the  public  opinion,  as  to  remain  unshak- 
en amidst  the  want,  of  what  we  short-sighted  mor- 
tals call,  good  fortune.  Incidents  to  the  life  of  ad- 
miral Nelson,  and  commodore  Rodgers  will  illus- 
trate this.  Lord  Nelson  traversed  first,  the  Mediter- 
ranean in  search  of  the  combined  fleet  of  France  and 
Spam  ; and  then  sailed  across  the  Atlantic,  down  ail 
the  West  India  islands  to  Trinidad,  then  back  again 
to  Gibraltar ; next  lie  sailed  along  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
and  then  pursued  his  course  to  the  north-west  of 
Ireland,  without  obtaining  even  a glimpse  of  this 
large  fleet  of  France  and  Spain.  People  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  boundless  ocean,  can  hardly  conceive 
how  it  is  possible  that  such  large  fleets,  spread  over 
a space  of  ocean,  can  miss  each  other.  But  in  judg- 
ing thus,  we  measure  the  great  world  by  our  own 
narrow  rules  of  prejudice.  Nelson  returned  to 
London  deeply  chagrined  at  not  being  able  !to  find 
the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain.  It  is  said  to  have 
affected  visibly  his  lordship’s  spirits,  until  he  found 
the  partiality  of  the  people  towards  him  was  undi- 
minished. 

Luckily  for  Nelson,  no  serious  untoward  accident 
happened  to  *his  fleet  during  this  chase  after  his 
enemies  over  half  the  world.  Had  any  one  of  those 
thousand  accidents  befel  him,  which  prudence  could 
not  foresee,  nor  prescience  guard  against,  so  com- 
mon on  tiie  unstabled  ocean,  all  Nelson’s  laurels 
might  have  been  blasted  by  the  tongue  of  malice; 
and  he  might  have  passed  the  shattered  remains  of 
a painful  life,  with  a constitution  worn  out,  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  neglected  and  forgotten  by 
those  who  owed  him  the  highest  tribute;  for  in- 
gratitude is  a sin  of  monarchies,  as  well  as.  repub. 


lies ; and  the  man  who  can  despise  it,  possesses  a 
quality  superior  to  even  heroism  itself.  The  English 
have  put  lo  death  some  of  their  admirals  for  appa- 
rently trifling  neglects;  but  here  lord  Nelson’s  cha- 
racter was  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  of  the  people,  that  his  want  of  good 
fortune  did  not,  in  the  least,  shake  it. 

And  as  it  happened  with  Nelson,  so  it  happened 
with  Rodgers.  He  has  twice  traversed  over  more 
than  half  the  globe,  without  ever  meeting  a British 
frigate.  He  has  sought  them  in  their  own  seas,  and 
along  their  own  shores  ; but  he  never  yet  had  the 
gf>od  fortune  to  bring  one  to  action.  And  with  all 
this,  he  suffers  no  diminution  of  reputation.  It  is  to 
the  credit  of  the  American  character  to  cherish  and 
uphold  the  high  reputation  of  a most  meritorious 
officer,  notwithstanding  opportunities  have  not  been 
given  him  to  display  his  skill  and  prowess  against 
an  equal  force  of  the  enemy.  It  is  with  commodore 
Rodgkus  in  America,  as  it  was  with  Nelson  jn  Eng- 
land, his  reputation  is  so  deeply  grounded  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  lhat  tlie  want  of  good  fortune 
has  never  shaken  it.  When  the  public  first  heard  the 
brilliant  achievement  of_the  hero  of  lake  Erie,  their 
applause  was  mixed, with  astonishment;  because  the 
young  commander  was  unknown  to  fame,  excepting- 
in  the  small  circle  where  lieutenant  Perkt  was 
intimately  known  and  justly  estimated  ; but  had  it 
been  Rodgers,  the  applause  might  have  been  as 
great,  but  the  surprise  less  ; because  he  occupies 
such  a great  space  in  the  public  estimation,  that 
every  one  would  have  expected  nothing  less. 

Commodore  Rodgkus  is,  we  conjecture,  between 
forty  and  forty -five  years  of  age  ; a man  of  few  words, 
and  not  conspicuous  for  the  love  of  parade  or  dress  ; 
but  his  ship,  for  interior  order,  neatness,  elegance 
and  taste,  may  vie  with  any  tnat  floats  on  the  ocean. 
It  is  said  that  his  discipline  is  perfect;  and  this, 
perhaps,  may  account  for  the  opinion,  that  he  is 
distant  and  very  reserved  to  those  under  him  ; but 
his  reserve  in  company  carries  the  air  of  the  reserve 
of  a studious  man ; without  the  least  trait  of  haugh- 
tiness ; for  humanity  and  great  attention  to  the 
care  of  the  youth  under  his  command,  is  a pleasing 
trait  in  this  brave  man’s  character.  America  ! rest 
satisfied,  and  grateful  that  you  have  a son,  who  will 
bear  your  flag  with  honor  and  glory  through  every 
quarter  of  the  world  : but  as  “time  and  chance  hap- 
peneth  to  all  men,”  so  it  belongs  not  to  mortals  to 
command  opportunity  upon  the  land;  much  less  upon 
the  unstable  ocean.* 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Torpedoes:  Fi'om  the  jYorf oik  Herald : Mr.  Mix 
aguin. — This  gentleman  who  has  devoted  much  of 
Ins  time  to  the  study  of  torpedo  warfare,  yesterday 
gave  a convincing  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  his  torpe- 

* We  attempt  not  to  give  any  particular  facts  or 
occurrences  relating  to  commodore  Rodgers , at  the 
earlier  period  of  his  life,  because  he  is  so  weil 
known,  that  they  would  become  vapid,  and  perhaps 
out  of  place.  He  was  first  lieutenant  under  commo- 
dore Truxton,  and  was  then  distinguished  for  a 
brave,  discriminating,  energetic  mind,  truly  charac- 
teristic of  him.  It  is  this,  which  directed  him  amidst 
the  perils  of  the  ocean.  It  is  this,  which  has  unfurled 
Brittannia’s  sails,  to  drive  this  envious  rival  of  her 
proud  navy  from  the  ocean.  But  no:  the  Genius  of 
Columbia  surrounds  him,  and  bears  him  trium- 
phantly on  the  wave  ; and  has  again  conducted  him 
in  safety  to  her  shores. 
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does  in  destroying  a vessel  of  war,  by  an  experiment 
upon  the  hulk  of  an  old  ship  of  about  400  tons  bur- 
then, which  lies  stranded  in  two  fathom  water,  on 
the  Portsmouth  shore.  He  dropped  the  torpedo 
into  the  water  upon  the  flood  tide,  as  nearly  as  he 
could  judge  100  fathom  below  the  ship,  and  payed 
out  that  length  of  line.  Calculating  by  the  velocity 
of  the  current  in  sweeping  along  a body  of  the  size 
and  weight  of  the  torpedo,  he  jerked  the  line  at  the 
very  moment  it  had  floated  under  the  stern  of  the 
ship,  and  it  instantly  exploded  with  a prodigious 
crash.  The  spray  and  smoke  ascending  in  a huge 
column  to  the  distance  of  30  feet,  while  fragments 
pf  the  wreck  were  scattered  through  the  air  in  every 
direction,  impressed  a temporary  awe  upon  the  be- 
holder. On  examining  the  ship  it  was  found  that 
the  torpedo  had  taken  complete  effect,  having  made 
an  aperture  in  the  side  and  bottom  sufficiently  large 
for  a ship’s  yawl  to  row  through  and  having  blown 
up  the  deck  beams.  See.  Had  the  ship  been  afloat 
at  the  time,  she  must  have  been  precipitated  to  the 
bottom  in  less  than  a minute.  Dreadful  indeed  would 
he  the  havoc  on  board  a man  of  war  in  such  a situa- 
tion ; not  a solitary  being  would  be  left  alive  to  tell 
the  tale 

We  have  it  from  good  authority,  a line  of  torpe- 
does are  prepared,  and  will  immediately  be  sunk  in 
the  narrow  channel  below  Craney  Island,  which  will 
render  it  impossible  for  a vessel  of  tolerable  bur 
then  to  pass  through  it  without  certain  destruction. 

The  Greek  ship  Jerusalem,  of  750  tons,  has  arrived 
at  Boston  fiom  Havana, , with  a mighty  cargo  of  su- 
gar and  coffee,  he.  Tins  is,  perhaps,  the  first  Greek 
ship  that  has  visited  the  United  States,  and  we  no- 
tice the  arrival  as  one  of  the  “events  of  the  w.ar.” — 
'She  is,  of  course,  under  the  Turkish  flag. 

The  mite  of  commodore  Perry , (now,  perhaps, 
more  properly  called  captain  Perry , for  he  was  only 
a master'  commandant  when  he  fought  the  battle  on 
Erie,  since  which  tie  has  been  promoted,  and  lias  leff 
the  command  of  the  squadron)  on  his  arrival  at 
Pen-port,  It.  1.  consisted  of  his  brother,  and  the  four 
sailors  that,  rowed  him  from  the  Lawrence  to  the 
Niagara  It  is  said,  “in  passing  from  the  Lawrence 
to  the  Niagara  in  an  open  boat,  the  gallant  commo- 
modore  stood  up  till  lie  received  two  broadsides,  di 
re ed  at  his  little  barque  from  the  enemy,  and  was 
then  pulled  down  by  the  skirts  of  his  coat,  by  the 
faithful  tars  who  accompanied  him.” 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press , 
dated  Sachet? s Harbor , Nov.  10,  has  the  following* 
paragraph  : — “The  British  are  badly  off  in  Canada. 
An  order  was  issued  a few  days  ago  directing  the 
crops  of  last  year  to  be  beat  out  immediately.  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  to  say  how  much  of  the 
prop  was  necessary  for  the  family,  on  the  most  close 
Calculation,  the  surplus  to  be  given  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  king,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  ele- 
ven dollars  per  barrel  for  flour,  while  his  majesty’s 
subjects  in  Kingston  cannot  get  flour  at  thirty 
dollars  ! ! What  would  a Pennsylvania  farmer  say  to 
such  treatment  ? The  people  are  distressed  for  salt ; 
I am  told  it  has  been  sold  as  high  as  a dollar  per 
quart.  They  have  no  salt  works  on  the  other  side  of 
the  lake  except  a very  small  one  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  Cmty  which  yields  them  but  trifling  ; before 
the  war  their  supplies  were  derived,  from  our  waters. 
Since  when  they  have  to  depend  on  supplies  from 
Quebec.  Our  army  at  Montreal  and  their  supplies 
must  be  cut  off,  not  only  in  this,  but  very  maj^ 
Cther  articles.” 

Vermont. — The  strange  proclamation  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Vermont , see  page  (212,)  has  called  to 
recollection  the  following  extract  from  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  famous  John  Henry  vs;th  governor 


Craig , of  Canada.  It  is  dated  at  Hurling  ton,  Fe- 
bruary 14,  1809 — 

“I  learn  that  the  governor  of  this  state  is  now 
visiting  the  towns  northern  section  of  it ; and 

makes  no  secret  of  hii  determination,  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  militff,  to  refuse  obedience  to  any 
command  from  the  general  government,  which  can 
tend  to  interrupt  the  good  understanding  that  pre-. 
vails  between  the  Citizens  of  Vermont  and  his  ma- 
jesty’s subjects  in  Canada.  It  is  farther  intimated, 
that  in  case  of  War,  he  will  use  his  influence  to  pre- 
serve the  state  neutral , and  resist,  with  all  the  force 
he  can  command,  any  attempt  to  make  it  a party. 

I need  not  add,  that  if  these  resolutions  are  carried 
into  effect,  the  state  of  Vermont  may  be  considered  as 
an  ally  of  Great  Britain 

Miserable  British  expedient.  Whatever  may  have 
b en  the  opinion  of  some  as  to  the  political  sentiments 
of  the  late  Mr.  Barlow,  who  died  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  its  ambassador  to  France,  he  was  univer  - 
sally  regarded  as  an  honest  man;  and  history , faithfu  1 
to  science  and  patriotism,  divested  of  the  dirty  pas- 
sions which  convert  men  into  brutes,  will  record  his 
worth  in  honor  of  the  American  name. 

To  prove  the  existence  of  a “French  influence”  in 
the  United  States,  a stalking  hobby  that  has  been 
ridden  to  death  by  all  the  Englishmen — aye,  by  men 
who  openly  propose  an  alliance — a “holy  league” 
with  England — a wretched  English  printer  at  Sa- 
lem, (Ms.)  quotes  a paragraph  from  a biographi- 
cal sketch  of  the  late  Mr,  Barlow,  by  Dupont,  of 
Nemours, a.  gentleman  of  science  and  one  of  the  most 
estimable  characters  in  France , to  shew  that  Mr. 
Barlow  was  many  years  since  nominated  a “French 
cit  izen  $”  and,  of  course,  that  he  must  have  been  un- 
der the  influence  of  France,  at  the  time  of  his  mis- 
sion— but  will  the  Christian  reader  believe,  that  this 
printer  has  neglected  to  say,  that  the  same  memoir, 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner,  gives  the 
same  qualification  to  the  “great  Washington,  and 

general  Hamilton  ?”  It  nevertheless  is  true Such 

is  the  horrible  prostitution  of  the  press.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  tne  sketch  alluded  to,  which 
shall  be  inserted  at  length  when  opportunity  serves  : 

“ To  be  in  France  at  that  period,  and  not  sensibly 
affected  by  the  revolution  was  a thing  impossible  for 
Mr.  B ; and  while  he  admired  the  energy  with  which 
it  was  Conducted,  he  was  filled  with  detestation  at 
the  disorders  it  occasioned.  He  tried  to  soften 
its  horrors,  and  compose  the  animosity  of  party  by 
political  pieces,  for  which  he  had  the  honor  in  re- 
turn, of  being  nominated  a French  citizen,  together 
with  his  countrymen,  the  great  Washingson,  general 
Hamilton  and  sir  James  Mackintosh 

A few  days  since  a small  sloop  arrived  at  this  port, 
ostensibly  from  Kennebunk,  but  it  seems  the  officers 
of  the  custom-house  had  information  that  she  was 
direct  from  Halifax  ; accordingly  the  sloop  was  tak- 
en into  custody.  On  Wednesday  night  last,  a smug- 
gling gang  went  on  board,  tied  two  men  by  their  legs, 
who  had  possession  of  her,  and  took  her  off  \ with  a 
quantity  of  bale  goods  ! 

These  things,  astonishing  as  it  may  appear,  nowT- 
a-days  are  passed  over  almost  as  matters  of  course. 
The  smuggling  trade  was  never  carried  to  so  high  a 
pitch  as  at  the  present  day.  We  should  think  by 
this  time  it  would  be  advisable  when  a vessel  is. 
seized,  to  have  her  moored  along  side  some  of  our 
public  vessels,  or  have  put  on  board  her  such  an 
armed  force  as  would  be  competent  to  put  down 
such  open,  damnable,  violators  of  law.  We  hope 
measures  have  been  taken  (though  we  have  heard  of 
none)  for  their  apprehension,  for  it  is  shameful  that 
they  should  be  suffered  to  roam  at  large  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  plunder.  [Boston  Patrick 
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By  William  Henry  Harrison , major-general  in  ihe 
army  of  the  United  Suites  ancl  commanding'  the 
8tii  mii i taw  distinct, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

An  armistice  h wing*  been  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  tribes  of  Indians  called  Mm- 
mies,  Pouwatuni«-s,  Es-i-  ver  Vlunnes,  Weas,  Otto- 
ways,  Chippeway*,  an  i Wy  an  dots,  to  continue  until 
the  ol-  asure  of  die  government  of  the  former  shall 
be  known  ; I do  hereby  make  known  the  same  to  -11 
whom  it  may  concern.  The  i/misdce  is  preparatory 
to  a general  council,  lo  be  lie  Id  with  these  different 
tribes;  and,  until  its  termination,  they  have  been 
permitted  to  retire  to  their  hunting- g winds,  and 
there  to  remain  unmolested,  if  they  behave  them- j 
selves  peaceably.  They  have  surrendered  into  our 
hands  hostages  from  each  tribe ; and  have  agreed 
immediately  to  restore  all  our  prisoners  in  their  pos 
session,  and  unite  with  us  in  the  chastisement  o'"  any 
indians,  who  may  commit  any  aggressions  upon  on  ■ 
frontiers.  Under  these  circumstances,  I exhort  all 
citizens  living  upon  the  frontiers  to  respect  the 
terms  of  said  armistice,  and  neither  to  engage  in  nor 
countenance  any  expedition  against  their  person  or| 
property  ; leaving  to  the  government,  with  whom 
the  constitution  has  left  it,  to  pursue  sucli  course, 
with  respect  to  the  indians,  us  they  may  think  most 
compatible  with  sound  policy  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  country. 

Done  at  Detroit,  this  16th  October,  1813. 

(Signed)  War.  Id.  HARRISON. 

By  William  Henry  Harrison,  maj  or-general  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  north-western  army,  and  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  commanding  the  fleet  of 
the  United  States,  on  lake  Erie, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  tiie  combined  operations  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces  under  our  command,  those  of  the 
enemy  within  the  upper  district  of  Upper  Canada 
have  been  captured  or  destroyed,  and  the  said  dis- 
trict is  now  in  the  quiet  possession  of  our  troops  : it 
becomes  necessary  to  provide  for  its  government : — 
Therefore,  we  do  hereby  proclaim  and  make  known, 
that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  laws  ana  customs  of  the  country,  as  they  existed 
or  were  in  force  at  the  period  of  our  arrival,  shall 
continue  to  prevail.  All  magistrates  and  other  civil 
officers  v re  to  resume  the  exercise  of  their  functions; 
previously  taking  an  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  govern- 
ment of  die  United  States,  as  long  as  they  shall  be 
in  possession  of  the  country.  The  authority  of  all 
militia  commissions  is  suspended  in  said  district,  and 
the  officers  required  to  give  their  parole,  in  such  way 
as  the  officer,  who  nuv  be  appointed  by  the  com- 
manding general  to  administer  the  government,  shall 
direct. 

The  inhabitants  of  said  district  are  promised  pro- 
tection to  their  persons  and  property,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  cases  embraced  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  general  Proctor,  of  the  ult.  which  is  de- 
clared to  be  in  force,  and  the  powers  therein  assum- 
ed transfered  to  the  officer  appointed  to  administer 
the  government. 

Given  unller  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Sandwich, 
this  17th  October  1813. 

(Signed)  Wm.  H.  HARRTSON. 

OLIVER  II.  PERRY. 


under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  hare  any  communi- 
cation with  the  ;narr.y.  You  will  therefore  govern 
yourself  accordingly,  and  prohibit  all  intercourse  of 
a contrary  nature.  If  the  commanding  general,  or 
yourself,  di  .11  *L  anv  time  send  a flag  to  the  enemy, 
you  w ill  order  an  officer  and  boat’s  crew  to  convey 
and  receive  dispatches,  or  make  or  receive  any  com- 
munication to  or  from  the  commanding  general,  or 
yourself;  hut  none  other  than  the  officer  and  crew 
u'  der  your  order  must  he  permitted  to  attend  the 
flag,  or  hold  .ny  communication  with  the  enemy, 

• xcept  such  officer  as  the  commanding  general  may 
designate  to  bear  his  communication.  Ail  written 
or  printed  communications  to  or  from  the  enemy* 
must  be  submitted,  to  the  inspection  of  command- 
ing general  or  yourself;  and,  if  approved,  put  under 
a sealed  cover  to  or  from  the  commanding  general  or 
yourself.  If  any  other  boat  or  person  shall  attempt 
to  approach  or  hold  any  communication  with  the 
enemy,  wDhout  the  appro!)  h ion  of  the  commanding 
general,  or  yourself,  you  will  arrest  and  detain  such 
person  or  persons,  together  with  the  boat  or  craft  in 
which  they  may  have  been  detected,  until  tire  U.  S„ 
attorney  for  tine  district  shall  have  an  opportunity, 
upon  your  information,  of  proceeding  against  them 
according  to  law. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES 

Capt.  John  71  Dent,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

j Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant-general  Sir  George 
Prevost,  lieutenant-general  and  commander  of  the 
British  f ree*  in  Canada , lo  major  general  Wilkin* 
son.  commander  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
on  the  northern  frontier. 

H“ih1  Quarters,  Montreal,  17th  October.  181?. 
Sin — Having  transmitted  to  his  majesty’s  govern-’ 
jment,  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  31st 
j of  May  last,  by  major  -general  Dearborn,  in  which  it 
is  stated  tii at  “the  American  commissary  of  prison- 
ers in  London,  had  made  it  known  to  his  government 
tli at  twenty-three  soldiers  of  the  1st,  6th  and  13th 
regiments  of  United  States  infantry  made  prisoners, 
had  been  sent  to  England  and  held  in  close  confine- 
ment as  British  subjects,  and  that  major-general 
I Dearborn  hud  received  instructions  from  his  govern - 
I ment  to  put  in  close  confinement  twenty-three  British 
soldiers  to  be  kept  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
| and  restoration  in  exchange  of  the  soldiers  of  the  U. 
States  who  had  been  sent  as  above  stated  to  Eng- 
land, and  that  in  obedience  to  those  instructions 
general  Dearborn  had  put  twenty-three  British  sol- 
(Lers  in  close  confinement  to  be  kept  as  hostages.’* 
I have  now  the  honor  of  acquainting  you,  that  I have 
received  instructions  from  his  majesty’s  government, 
distinctly  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  that  I have  received 
the  commands  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  forthwith  to  put  in  close  confinement  forty- 
six  American  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,, 
to  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
twenty-three  British  soldiers  stated  to  have  been 
put  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  American 
government. 

I have  been  directed  at  the  same  time  to  apprize 
you  that  if  any  of  the  said  British  soldiers  shall 
suffer  death  by  reason  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers 


Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
commodore  Dent. 

Navy  Department,  November  8,  1813. 
Sib — No  officer,  or  person  in  authority,  civil  or 
military,  except  the  commanding  military  general, 
Or  the  commanding  naval  officer,  has  any  authority, 


of  the  United  States  now  under  confinement  in  Eng- 
land have  been  found  guilty,  and  that  the  known 
law  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but  of 'every  indepen- 
dent state  under  similar  circumstances,  has  been  in 
consequence  executed  ; that  I have  been  further  in- 
structed to  select  cnit  of  tlm  American  officers  and 
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non-commissioned  officers  whom  I shall  have  put 
into  confinement,  as  many  as  may  Rouble  the  number 
of  the  British  soldiers  who  shall  have  been  so  un- 
warrantably put  to  death,  and  cause  such  officers 
and  non-commissrioned  officers  to  suffer  death  im- 
mediately. I have  been  further  instructed  by  his 
majesty’s  government  to  notify  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  die  government  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  commanders  of  his  majesty’s  armies  and  fleets  on 
the  coasts  of  America  have  received  instructions  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  unmitigated  severity,  against 
all  cities,  towns  and  villages  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  if  after 
this  communication  shall  have  been  to  you,  and  a 
reasonable  time  given  for  its  being  transmitted  to 
the  government ; that  government  shall  unhappily 
not  be  deterred  from  putting  to  death  any  of  the 
soldiers  who  now  are  or  who  may  hereafter  be  kept 
as  hostages  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  letter 
from  major-general  Dearborn. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration 
and  respect,  your  excellency’s  obedient  humble 
servant, 

(Signed)  GEORGE  PREVOST, 

Lieuienant-gcnxral  and  commander  of  the  forces. 
His  excellency  major-general  Wilkinson. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  major-general  Wilkinson  to 
lieutenant-general  sir  George  Prevost , dated  Head 
Quarters,  Grenadier  Island , Nov.  1st,  1813. 

“I  yesterday  evening  had  die  honor  to  receive  vour 
letter  of  the  17th  past,  and  shall  immediately  trans- 
mit a cony  of  it  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States. 

“I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  acts  of  our  su- 
periors, whatever  may  be  their  tendency  : but  you 
must  pardon  me  for  taking  exception  to  an  expres- 
sion in  your  letter.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  “DETERRED,”  by  any  considera- 
tions of  life  or  death,  of  depredation  or  conflagra- 
tion, from  the  frithful  discharge  of  its  duty  to  the 
American  nation.” 

Quebec,  November  2.— On  Friday  and  Saturday 
were  escorted  by  a detachment  of  major  Bell’s 
cavalry,  from  their  quarters  at  Beaufort,  to  the  new 
goal,  twenty-three  American  officers;  and  on  the 
latter  day  were  also  taken  from  the  prison-ships,  and 
escorted  by  a detachment  of  the  103d  regiment  to 
the  same  prisons,  a like  number  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  making  in  all  forty-six,  conformable 
to  the  general  order  of  the  27th  ultimo, 

“BRITISH  OFFICIALS.” 

FHOM  THE  EOXDOSr  GAZETTE. 

Admiralty  office,  August  14,  1813. 
Dispatches,  of  which  the  folio vving  are  copies, 
have  been  received  at  this  office  from  admiral  the 
right  honourable  sir  John  Borlaise  Warren,  Bart, 
and  K.  B.  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  on  the  American  and  West  India  station, 
addressed  to  John  Wilson  Crolcer,  esq. 

San  Domingo , Hampton  Roads, 
Chesapeake,  June  24,  1813. 
Si®— I request  you  will  inform  their  lordships, 
that  from  the  information  received  of  the  enemy’s 
fortify, mg  Crany  Island,  and  it  being  necessary  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  that  place,  to  enable  the  light 
ships  and  vessels  to  proceed  up  the  narrow  channel 
to  warns  Norfolk,  to  transport  the  troops  over  on 
that  side  for  them  to  attack  the  new  fort  and  lines  in 
the  rear  of  which  the  Constellation  frigate  was  an- 
chored, I directed  the  troops  under  sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with to  be  landed  upon  the  continent  within  die 
nearest  point  to  that  place,  and  a reinforcement  of 
seamen  and  marines  from  the  ships;  but  upon  ap- 
proaching the  island,  from  the  extreme  shoalness  of 
the  water  on  the  sea  side,  and  the  difficulty  of  get-1 


ting  across  from  the  land,  as  well  as  the  island  itself 
being  fortified  with  a number  of  guns  and  men  from 
the  frigate  and  the  militia,  and  flanked  by  15  gun 
boats,  I considered  in  consequence  of  the  representa- 
tion of  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  their  passing  over  from  the  land,  that  the 
persevering  in  the  attempt  would  cost  more  men 
than  the  number  with  us  would  permit,  as  the  other 
forts  must  have  been  stormed  before  ike  frigate  and 
dock  yard  could  be  destroyed  ; 1 therefore  ordered 
the  troops  to  be  re -embarked. 

I am  happy  to  say,  the  loss  in  the  above  affair  (re- 
turns of  which  are  enclosed)  has  not  been  consider- 
able, and  only  two  boats  sunk. 

1 have  to  regret,  that  captain  Hanchett,  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Diadem,  who  volunteered  his  services, 
and  led  the  division  of  boats  with  great  gallantry, 
was  severely  wounded  by  a ball  in  the  thigh. 

Tiie  officers  and  men  behaved  with  much  bravery, 
and  if  it  had  been  possible  to  have  got  at  the  enemy, 
I am  persuaded  would  have  soon  gained  the  place. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  BORLAISE  WARREN. 

J.  TV.  Croker,  esc. 

A general  return  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing 

in  the  affair  near  Crany  Island,  June  22,  1813. 

Total — 3 killed,  8 wounded,  52  missing. 

SIDNEY  BECKWITH,  Q.  M.  Gen. 

San  Domingo,  Hampton  Roads. 

Chesapeake,  June  27,  1813. 

Sin — I request  you  will  inform  their  lordships  that 
the  enemy  having  a post  at  Hampton,  defended  by 
a considerable  corps,  commanding  the  communica- 
tion between  the  upper  part  of  the  country  and  Nor- 
folk ; I considered  it  advisable,  and  with  a view  to 
cut  off  their  resources,  to  direct  it  to  be  attacked 
by  the  troops  composing  the  flying  corps  attached  to 
this  squadron;  and  having  instructed  rear-admiral 
Cockburn  to  conduct  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition, 
and  placed  captain  Pechell  with  the  Mohawk  sloop 
and  launches,  as  a covering  force,  Under  his  orders, 
the  troops  were  disembarked  with  the  greatest  zeal 
and  alacrity. 

Sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  commanding  the  troops,  hav- 
ing most  ably  attacked  and  defeated  the  enemy’s 
force,  and  took  their  guns,  colours  and  camp,  I re- 
fer their  lordships  to  the  quarter-master  general’s 
report,  (which  is  enclosed)  and  that  will  explain  the 
gallantry  and  behaviour  of  the  several  officers  and 
men  employed  upon  this  occasion,  and  I trust  will 
entitle  them  to  the  favor  of  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  and  the  approbation  of  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty. 

Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  having  reported  to. me  that 
the  defences  of  the  town  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and  the  enemy  completely  dispersed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, I ordered  the  troops  to  be  re-embarked, 
which  was  performed  with  the  utmost  good  order 
by  the  several  officers  of  the  squadron,  under  the 
orders  of  rear  admiral  Cockburn. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BORLAISE  WARREN. 

John  Wilson  Croker , esq. 

His  majesty's  ship  San  Domingo, 

Hampton  Roads,  June  28,  1813. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that  in  com- 
pliance with  your  orders  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
town  and  camp  at  Hampton,  the  troops  under  my 
command  were  put  into  light  sailing  vessels  and 
boats,  during  the  night  of  the  25th  instant,  and  by 
the  excellent  arrangements  ot  rear  admiral  Cock, 
burn,  who  was  pleased  in  person  to  superintend  the 
advance  under  lieut.  col.  Napier,  consisting  of  the 
102d  regiment,  two  companies  of  Canadian  Chas- 
seurs, three  companies  of  marines  from  the  squadron. 
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with  two  six  pounders  from  the  royal  marine  artille- 
ry, were  landed  half  an  hour  before  daylight  the  next 
morning,  about  two  miles  to  the  westward  of  the 
town,  and  the  royal  marine  bataliions  under  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Williams  were  brought  on  shore  so  ex- 
peditiously, that  the  colonel  was  speedily  enabled  to 
move  forward. 

With  a view  to  turn  the  enemy’s  position  our 
march  was  directed  towards  the  great  road,  leading 
from  the  country  into  the  rear  ot  the  town  ; whilst 
the  troops  moved  off  in  this  direction,  rear  admiral 
•Cockburn,  to  engage  the  enemy’s  attention,  ordered 
the  armed  launches  and  rocket  boats  to  commence 
a fire  upon  their  batteries this  succeeded  so  com- 
pletely that  the  head  of  our  advanced  guard  lead 
cleared  a wood  and  were  already  upon  the  enemy’s 
flank  before  our  approach  was  perceived  ; they  then 
moved  from  their  camp  to  their  position  in  the  rear 
of  the  town,  and  here  they  were  vigorously  attacked 
by  lieut.  col.  Napier,  in  the  advance;  unable  to  stand 
which,  they  continued  their  march  to  the  rear  of  the 
town  when  a detachment  under  lieut.  col,  Williams, 
■conducted  by  capt.  Powell,  assistant-quarter  master- 
general,  pushed  through  the  town  and  forced  their 
way  across  a bridge  of  planks  into  the  enemy’s  en- 
campment, of  which,  and  the  batteries,  immediate 
possession  was  gained.  In  the  mean  time  some  ar- 
tillerymen stormed  and  took  the  enemy’s  remaining 
field  p iece. 

Enclosed  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a return  of 
ordnance  taken.  Lieutenant-colonel  Williams  will 
have  the  honor  of  delivering  to  you  a stand  of  colors 
of  the  68th  regiment,  James  city  light  infantry,  and 
one  of  the  1st  battalion  of  the  35th  regiment.  The 
exact  numbers  of  the  enemy  it  is  difficult  to  acer- 
tain. 

From  the  woody7  country,  and  the  strength  of  their 
position,  our  troops  have  sustained  some  loss  ; that 
of  the  enemy  was  very  considerable  ; every  exertion 
was  made  to  collect  the  wounded  Americans,  who 
were  attended  by  a surgeon  of  their  own,  and  by  the 
British  surgeons,  who  performed  amputations  on 
such  as  required  it,  and  afforded  every  assistance  in 
their  power. — The  dead  bodies  of  such  as  could  be 
collected  were  also  carefully  buried. 

I beg  leave  on  this  occasion,  to  express  the  obliga- 
tions I owe  to  lieutenant-colonel  Napier,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Williams,  for  their  kind  assistance,  to 
snujor  Malcolm  and  captain  Smith,  and  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men,  whose  zeal  and  spirited  conduct  enti- 
tle them  to  my  best  acknowledgements. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  SIDNEY  BECKWITH, 

Quarter-master-general. 
Highl  lion.  Admiral  sir  J.  B.  Warren, 

X.  B.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Return  of  ordnance  stores  taken  in  Hampton,  on 
the  25th  June,  1813—4  twelve  pounder  guns,  on  tra- 
velling carriages  ; 3 six  pounder  guns  on  travelling 
carriages,  with  limbers,  and  a proportion  of  ammu- 
nition for  each  of  the  above  calibres  ; three  covered 
waggons  and  their  horses. 

T.  A.  PARKE,  captain  and 
Senior  officer  R.  M.  artillery. 

A return  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  at  Hamp- 
ton, 26th  June,  1813.  Total,  5 killed,  33  wounded, 
10  missing. 

{In  the  preceding,  we  have  another  evidence  of  what 
is  due  to  British  “official  accounts.”  The  affair 
at  Hampton  was  from  2,000  to  2,500  British  against 
349  infantry  and  riflemen,  62  artillery  and  25  ca- 
valry, the  whole  American  force  486  men  ! — The 
knights*  account  of  his  loss  is  wilfully  and  hugely 
false,  as,  indeed,  is  the  whole  statement.] 


, — EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


MILITARY. 

The  Creeks. — It  will  be  seen  by  the  official  state- 
ments below,  that  the  war  against  the  Creeks  ha§ 
commenced  with  a signal  victory ; a victory,  that 
will,  unquestionably,  be  followed  with  an  entire 
overthrow  of  the  faithless  and  ungrateful  barbarians. 

A very  considerable  force  Was  collected  at  fort 
Stoddert,  on  the  first  of  the  present  month,  under 
brigadier-general  Flournoy.  The  Creeks,  beholding 
the  storm  they  had  raised,  were  reported  to  have 
retired,  or  being*  about  to  retire  into  Florida , for 
protection  from  the  Spaniards ; who,  to  speak  of 
them  in  the  most  favorable  terms,  Ipivc  been  the 
agents  of  the  British  in  the  horrid  murders  or  these 
indians.  It  is  positively  stated,  that  general  FI  own  op 
will  pursue  them,  go  where  they  may;  and,  if  the 
Spaniards  are  impolitic  enough  to  shelter  them,  that 
he  will  make  a common  cause  against  both.  A case 
similar  to  this  is  alluded  to  in  the  speech  of  Tecum- 
seh  (see  page  174).  The  British  had  excited  the 
Indians  to  the  former  war ; they  were  defeated  by 
Wayne , at  the  liapids  of  the  All  ami  (see  the  map) 
and  expected  to  have  found  shelter  in  lire  British 
fort — and  they  would  have  been  protected,  but  for 
the  energy  of  the  general ; who  solemnly  declared, 
if  the  Britis/AreceWed  them,  that  lie  would  storm 
the  fort  and  put  every  man  to  death.  The  British 
believed  Wayne  would  do  what  he  promised,  anti 
suffered  their  then  secret  allies  to  perish  in  the 
tornado*  they  had  excited.  Of  this  Tecum  seh  com- 
plains. Fort  Stoddert  is  only  100  miles  distant  from 
Pensacola , and  general  Flournoy  s force  is  represent- 
ed as  strong  enough  for  anv  possible  opposition  that 
all  Florida  can  offer  to  the  chastisement  of  the 
savages  ; and  we  hope  and  trust  that  it  will  be  pro- 
secuted to  an  extent  that  shall  forever  secure  the 
frontier}*  from  the  intrigues  of  the  inhuman  English , 
who  have  sacrificed  this  people — a people  for  whom 
we  had  done  more  than  justice,  as  well  as  all  that 
humanity  required,  and  who  had  not  the  semblance 
of  a complaint  to  prefer  against  us. 

It  is  stated  that  brigadier-general  Williams  has 
proceeded  to  the  army  at  fort  Stoddert.  The  energy 
of  his  character  may  be  very  useful  in  the  course  to 
be  pursued. 

From  the  Albany  Argus  Extra,  JVnv.  14. 

Colonel  King  of  the  army,  arrived  in  town  this 
morning,  with  despatches  for  the  secretary  of  war. 
We  h-ive  wot  seen  the  colonel,  but  we  understand 
the  most  material  facts  brought  by  him  are  as  fill- 
lows  : — 

That  the  British  garrisons  of  Kingston  and  Pres- 
cott (as  soon  as  Montreal  was  known  to  be  the  object 
of  an  expedition)  assembled  and  pursued  our  army 
— their  force  about  2000  men.  They  found  means  to 
overtake  the  rear  of  it  (about  1600)  on  the  11th  inst. 
at  a place  opposite  to  the  village  of  Hamilton,  on 
the  Canada  side,  about  30  miles  below  Prescott.  An 
action  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  was  driven  back 
about  half  a mile.  Here  they  rallied  and  took  a po- 
sition, their  right  upon  tiie  .river,  and  their  left  co- 
vered by  seven  pieces  of  artillery  . Three  cln-rges 
of  t he  bayonet  were  made  upon  them,  one  of  which, 
point  to  point,  lasted  ten  minutes.  The  enemy  was 
again  broken,  and  our  rear  guard  returned  unmolest- 
ed to  its  place  in  the  line.  Our  loss  is  computed  at 
150  or  200  ; that  of  the  enemy  at  double  this  number. 
Twelve  of  the  enemy  were  taken,  who  state  that 

^Tornado,  or  Big  lEind,  the  indians’  name  ior 
Wayne. 

-j*  A party  of  the  Creeks  have  lately  entered  Mor- 
gan county,  Georgia,  murdered  several  persons,  and 
burn/  two  or  three  houses. 
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most  of  the  field  and  staff  officers  were  killed  or 
wounded.  Of  our  army,  general  Covington  is  said 
to  be  mortally  wounded — several  field  and  platoon 
officers  slightly  so.  i General  Boyd  commanded  in 
the  affair. 

[Another  account  says,  that  we  took  185  prison- 
ers. The  Argus  extra,  from  which  the  preceding  is 
taken,  reached  Baltimore  on  Wednesday  morning 
last ; since  when  we  have  received  nothing  addition- 
al.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generals  Office , 

Washington , 1 7th  November,  1813. 

A general  ctSurt-martia  l for  the  trial  of  brigadier- 
general  William  Hull  will  assembleat  some  suitable 
place  in  the  city  of  Albany,  (state  of  Nevv-York)  on 
the  third  day  of  January  next. 

The  court  will  be  composed  as  follows,  viz. — 

President. — Major-general  Henry  Dearborn. 

Members. — Brigadier-generals  Joseph  Bloomfield; 
Thomas  Parker  ; Leonard  Covington.  Colonels  John 
II.  Fenwick  ; Henry  Garberry,  36th  regt.  inf. ; Peter 
Little,  3Ah  regt.  inf. ; Win.  N.  Irvine,  42cl  regt.  inf. 
Lieutenant-colonels  Richard  Dennis,  16th  regt.  inf. ; 
Samuel  S.  Conner,  13th  regt.  inf.;  S.  B.  Davis,  32d 
regt.  inf. William  Scott,  36th  regt.  inf. ; William 
•Steuart,  38th  reg.  inf. 

Special  judge-advocate- — Alexander  J.  Dallas,  esq. 

Supernumeraries. — Lieut,  col.  John  W.  Livingstcn, 
41st  regt.  inf.  ; lieut.  col.  James  G.  Forbes]  42d  do.; 
major  George  Bomford,  corps  of  engineers. 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  tear. 

A.  Y.  NICOLL,  Inspector  General. 

Nashville,  November  9. 

Camp  at  Ten  Islands,  Nov.  4 th,  1813. 

Gov.  Blount, — Sir,  We  have  retaliated  for  the 
destruction  of  Fort  Mims.  On  the  2nd,  I detached 
general  Coffee  with  a part  of  his  brigade  of  cavalry 
and  mounted  riflemen,  to  destroy  Taliushatches, 
where  a considerable  force  of  the  hostile  Creeks 
were  concentrated.  The  general  executed  this  in 
stile.  A hundred  and  eighty-six  of  the  enemy  were 
found  dead  on  the  field,  and  about  eighty  taken  pri- 
soners;- forty  of  whom  have  been  brought  here,  in 
the  number  left,  there  is  a sufficiency  but  slightly 
wounded  to  take  care  of  those  who  are  badly. 

I have  to  regret  that  five  of  my  brave  fellows  have 
been  killed,  and  about  thirty  wounded  ; some  badly 
but  none,  I hope^jnortally. 

Both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost 
bravery  and  deliberation. 

Captains  Smith,  Bradfy  and  Winston  are  wounded 
all  slightly.  No  officer  is  killed. 

So  soon  as  general  Coffee  makes  his  report  I shall 
enclose  it. 

If  we  had  sufficient  supply  of  provisions,  we  should 
in  a very  short  time  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
expedition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  yours, 
&c.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P.  S.  Seventeen  Cherokees  under  th^  command  of 
colonel  Brown,  acted  with  great  bravery  in  the  ac- 
tion. Two  of  Chenubby’s  sons,  and  Jim  Fife  of  the 
Natchez  tribe,  also  distinguished  themselves.  One 
of  the  Creek  prophets  is  killed.  A.  J. 

Camp  at  Ten-Islands,  Nov.  4th,  1813. 

Enclosed  is  general  Coffee’s  report  of  the  engage- 
ment. ANDREW  JACKSON. 

His  excellency  gov.  Blount. 

Camp  at  Ten  Islands , Nov.  4,  1813. 
Ma-tor-gen  khal  Jackson — Sir,  1 had  the  honor  yes- 
terday, of  transmitting  you  a short  account  of  an  en- 
gagement that  tqok  place  between  a detachment  of 


about  nine  hundred  men  from  my  brigade,  with  the 
enemy  at  Taliushatches  towns  ; the  particulars 
whereof  I beg  leave  herein  to  recite  to  you.  Pursu- 
ant to  your  order  of  the  2nd,  I detailed  from  my 
brigade  of  cavalry  and  mounted  riflemen,  nine  hun- 
dred men  and  officers,  and  proceeded  directly  to  tlie 
TallushaTches  towns,  crossed  Coosey  river  at  the 
Fish-Dam  ford,  3 or  4 miles  above  this  place.  I ar- 
rived within  one  and  a half*  miles  of  the  town  (dis- 
tant from  this  place  south-east  eight  miles)  on  the 
morning  of  the  third,  at  which  place  I divided  my 
detachment  into  two  columns  the  right  composed  of 
the  cavalry  commanded  by  colonel  Allcorn,  to  cross 
over  a large  creek  that  lay  between  us  and  the  towns, 
the  left  column  was  of  the  mounted  riflemen  under 
the  command  of  col.  Cannon,  with  whom  I march- 
ed myself.  Colonel  Allcorn  was  ordered  to  march 
up  on  the  right  and  encircle  one  half  of  the  town, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  left  would  form  a half  cir- 
cle on  the  left,  and  unite  the  head  of  the  columns  in 
front  of  the  town  ; all  of  which  was  performed  as  I 
could  wish.  When  I arrived  in  half  a mile  of  the 
towns,  the  drums  of  the  enemy  began  to  beat, 
mingled  with  their  savage  yells,  preparing  for  action, 

It  was  after  sun  rise  an  hour  ; when  the  action  was 
brought  on  by  captain  Hammond  and  lieutenant  Pat- 
terson’s companies,  who  had  gone  on  within  the  cir- 
cle of  alignment  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  out  the 
enemy  from  their  buildings,  which  had  the  most 
happy  effects.  As  soon  as  captain  Hammond  exhibit- 
ed his  front  in  view  of  the  town,  (which stood  in  open 
weodland)  and  gave  a few  scattering  shot,  the  enemy 
formed  and  made  a violent  charge  on  him  ; he  gave 
way  as  they  advanced,  until  they  met  our  right  co- 
lumn ; which  gave  them  a general  fire  and  then 
charged  ; this  changed  the  direction  of  charge  com- 
pletely ; the  enemy  retreated  firing,  until  they  got 
around  and  in  their  buildings,  where  they  made  all 
the  resistance  that  an  overpowered  soldier  could  do  ; 
they  fought  as  long  as  one  existed,  but  their  des- 
truction was  very  soon  corrfpleteci  ; our  men  rushed 
up  to  the  doors  of  the  houses,  and  in  a few  minutes 
killed  the  last  warrior  of  them  ; the  enemy  fought 
with  savage  fury,  and  met  death  with  all  Us  horrors, 
without  shrinking  or  complaining,  not  one  asked  to 
be  spared,  but  fought  so  long  as  they  could  stand  or 
sit.  In  consequence  of  their  flying  to  their  houses 
and  mixing  with  the  families,  our  men  in  killing  the 
males,  without  intention,  killed  and  wounded  a few 
of  the  squaws  and  children,  which  was  regretted  by 
every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  detachment,  but 
which  could  not  be  avoided. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  killed  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  that  were  counted,  and  a number  of 
others  that  were  killed  in  the  weeds  not  found.  I 
think  the  calculation  a reasonable  one,  to  say  two 
hundred  of  them  were  killed,  and  eighty-four  pri- 
soners of  women  and  children,  were  taken  ; not  one 
of  the  warriors  escaped  to  carry  the  news,  a cir- 
cumstance unknown  heretofore. 

I lost  five  men  killed  and  foi*ty-one  wounded,  none 
mortally,  the  greater  part  slightly,  a number  with 
arrows  ; two  of  the  men  killed  was  with  arrows  ; 
this  appears  to  form  a very  principal  part  of  the  ene- 
my’s arms  for  warfare ; every  man  having  a bow  with 
a bundle  of  arrows,  which  is  used  after  the  first  fire 
with  the  gun,  until  a leisure  time  for  loading  offers. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I say  that  our  men  acted  with 
deliberation  and  firmness — notwithstanding  our  num- 
bers were  far  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  it  ,vas 
a circumstance  to  us  unknown,  and  from  the  parade 
of  the  enemy  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  them 
our  equals  in  number,  but  there  appeared  no  visible 
traces  of  alarm  in  any;  but  on  the  contrary  all  ap [fear- 
ed cool  and  determined.,  and  no  doubt  when  they  face 
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a foe  of  their  own  or  of  a superior  number  they  will  had  a fair  experiment  of  its  worth.  On  St.  George’s 
shew  the  same  courage  as  on  this  occasion.  I island  they  destroyed  every  thing  that  could  be  des- 

I have  the  honor  tube  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  t'va  ed,  setting  fire  to  the  fences,  woods,  and  fields, 
obedient  servant,  JXO  COFFEE.  and  breaking  to  pieces  such  tilings  as  the  fire  would 

Brig.  gen.  of  cavalry  and  riflemen. 'not  consume.  The  following  instance  of  the  des- 
Major  gen.  Andrew  Jackson.  j partite  bravery  of  the  base  villians,  deserves  a record. 

Killed , 5 privates.  , “A  party  in  three  boats  or  barges  landed  on  the 

Wounded , 4 captains— 2 lieutenants— 2 cornets— 3 j main,  at  the  house  of  one  J.  C.  Drury,  who  lived  on  a 
sergeants— 5 corporals— 1 artificer— 24  privates.—  point  near  the  island,  robbed  him  of  a barrel  of  her- 
Total  killed  and  wounded  46.  , nngs,  a piece  of  cloth  that  was  in  the  loom  s which. 

was  every  thing  left  in  the  house)  all  his  cabbage, 
.nd  the  only  milch  cow  he  had,  and  a well  grown 


A Raleigh  (N.  C.)  paper  says,  that  governor  Haw- 
kins has  received  a letter  from  major-general  Pinck- 
ney, enclosing  an  extract  of  a despatch  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  directing  him  to  make  all  possible 
preparation  on  the  southern  coasts  to  repel  an  ex 
pected  attack  of  the  British  ; particularly  at  Savan- 
nah, Charleston  and  Wilmington. 

The  venerable  Shelby , and  many  of  his  generous 
sons,  have  arrived  at  their  homes  in  Kentucky.  At 
a public  dinner  gave  to  this  hero  of  the  two  wars,  at 
Lexington,  and  some  of  his  companions,  the  follow- 
ing, among  other  toasts  were  drank  : 

The  American  republic — Its  formation  astonished, 
the  maintenance  of  its  rights  by  the  sword  will  con- 
found, the  tyrants  of  the  old  world. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged — A way  of  civili- 
zation agaist  barbarism ; Heaven  prospers  the  righte- 
ous. 

Governor  Shelby — His  energy,  zeal,  magnani- 
mous exertions  from  infancy  to  the  present  moment 
for  the  republic,  entitle  him  to  the  eternal  gratitude 
of  his  beloved  country. 

General  Wilkinson — “ Quid  times  ? Caesar  cm  veins  ” 

Canada — once  conquered,  no  consideration  should 
induce  us  to  surrender  it  to  the  enemy. 

Tiie  heroes  of  the  revolution,  with  Pike,  Lawrence, 
Bu  rrows  and  Allen,  &c.  were  also  gratefully  remem - 
cered  ; nor  were  Harrison,  Perry,  Chauncey,  Elliott, 
Johnson,  and  his  mounted  regiment,  and  Croghan,  &c. 
forgotten. 

NAVAL. 

A letter  from  Sackett’s  Harbor  gives  a report  that 
Sir  George  Prevost  was  about  to  discard  Sir  James 
L.  Yeo  from  the  command  of  the  British  flotilla,  and 
bestow  it  upon  capt.  Miilcaster  of  the  Royal  George, 
who  is  reported  to  be  a very  brave  and  skillful  offi- 
cer, and  exceedingly  opposed  to  the  knight’s  system 
of  maneuvering,  alias  running  away.  If  this  ap- 
pointment is  made,  a very  hard  fight  between  the 
squadrons  is  expected. 

Of  the  96  wounded  in  the  battle  on  Erie,  (Sept. 
10)  only  four  had  died,  up  to  the  21st  inst. 


yearling*.  The  family  had  been  repeatedly  fired  upon 
and  were  driven  from  the  house,  the  opposite  point 
of  the  island  being  only  200  yards  distant.  A sin- 
gular instance  of  British  gallantry  was  manifested 
towards  this  man’s  daughter,  a young  woman  ; she 
had  gone  down  to  the  shore  to  look  for  her  brother, 
when  one  of  the  English  on  the  island  waded  up  to 
his  waist  on  the  end  of  the  point  to  g*et  a shot  at 
her,  and  actually  fired  twice  at  her  whilst  she  was 
on  the  beach  and  the  balls  hit  close  to  her.” 

They  have  stolen  a great  many  negroes.  Some 
deserters  who  have  got  a shore,  tell  horrible  tales 
of  the  miserable  black  women  that  have  been  taken 
on  board  the  vessels  of  the  “ Defender  of  the  Faith 


American  Prizes. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  ai*e  Britain’s  Wide  domain, 

•And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !*’ 

British  Naval  Register. 


sent  into  Machias,  by  the 


699.  Schooner  - 
General  Stark. 

700.  Sloop  Eliza  Ann,  valuable,  sent  into  East- 
port.  The  commander  of  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Martin  had  demanded  her  restoration,  under  the 
penalty  of  destroying  the  town.  The  demand  was 
not  complied  with,  and  some  shot  were  exchangee! 
between  that  vessel  and  the  fort,  without  apparent 
injury  to  either.  The  Eliza  Ann  was  captured  by 
the  Timothy  Pickering. 


Royal  Affairs. 

One  of  our  newspapers,  sometime  ago,  had  the 
following  paragraph. : 

“.Messrs.  Ilerm  Friese,  Replie  Boschen , Iferm  Hen- 
ry jVauheans , and  Gird  Harms,  citizens  of  Bremen , 
were  inhumanly  MUitDEBKD,  a few  months  since,  by 
orders  of  a French  court  martial,  for  the  exercise  of 
All  tile  | that  fvst  right  of  man,  resistance  to  tyranny 


rest  had  recovered  but  ten,  and  none  of  these  were!  May  heaven  forgive  me,  if  I inadvertently  say  one 
considered  dangerous.  j word  in  favor  of  Bonaparte,  except  in  a comparison 


The  enemy  vessels  remain  off  JYew-London  as 
usual ; and  as  yet  Decatur  “ can’t  get  out  ” Suppose 
the  “ mistress  of  the  sea.”  were  to  blockade  that 
harbor  with  two  frigates  and  a sloop  of  war,  the  force 


with  other  emperors  and  kings,  unless  ids  conduct 
is  essentially  changed — for  though  he  may  be  the 
best  of  the  European  tyrants  (or  kings,  and  the  terms 
are  synonimous)  he  is  a tyrant,  and  l feel  it  my  duty, 


of  our  squadron? Is  John  Bull  afraid  ? It  w$«/|as  a friend  of  freedom  to  deprecate  him.  I have 

to  be  that  a British  vessel  should  beat  Any  other  ves-  borne  ibis  testimony  from  my  childhood  against 


sei  of  her  class,  and  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
would  have  despised  themselves  for  holding  frigates 
in  check  by  seventy  fours.  But  tempora  mutantur  ! 

A 74,  guarding  a frigate,  is  also  on  the  watch  for 
commodore  Rodgers. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy  squadron  that  lias  been  off  and  in  the 
Potomac , went  down  the  bay  on  the  10th  inst.  Like 
the  locusts  of  Asia , they  have  left  nothing  but  deso- 
lation wherever  they  have  touched,  burning  and  des- 
troying every  thing.  Such  barbarisms  were  never 
before  heard  of  among  a people  pretending  to  civi- 
lization. It  were  well  that  the  wretches  who  speak 
qt  the  “ magnanindtif  ’ of  the  English  Winnebagoes, 


kingcraft  ,*  and  until  I know  that  angels  have  de- 
scended from  the  paradise  of  G(5d  to  fill  the  mortal 
seat  of  royalty,  I must  presume  that  seat  is  filled  by 
a knave,  or  a machine  for  knaves  ; having  like  effect, 
except  that  the'former  is  less  productive  of  misery 
to  the  people  than  the  latter,  and  should  be  prefer- 
ed  in  a choice  of  evils. 

1,  therefore,  agree  with  the  writer  of  the  para- 
graph in  condemning  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
court-martial  at  lire  men  ; but,  it  is  due  to  truth  tp 
say,  that  Bremen  was  as  much  a part  of  France  as 
Ireland  is  of  “the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ” — that  the  possession  was  had  and  held 
ill  the  same  way , in  regard  to  both  $ i.  e.  by  conquest 


220  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  27,  1813 


and  the  force  of  arms — and  that  Bremen  having1,  in 
royal  cant,  “rebelled,”  four  of  her  citizens  were 
‘‘murdered”  by  the  French  government,  as  forty 
thousand  Irishmen  had  been  “murdered”  by  the 
British ; and  for  the  like  pretence,  but  generally, 
with  less  ceremony. 

Let  me  ask  this  writer,  if  his  heart  was  inclined  to 
pity  and  his  tongue  pointed  to  reprobate,  when  Orr , 
Tone  and  Fitzgerald,  and  their  hosts  of  companions, 
were  “murdered”  by  the  British, , through  hired 
perjured  witnesses,  and  courts  of  law  pre-ordered  to 
condemn  ? Did  he  feel  the  sacrifice  of  lofty  Emmet , 
who  on  the  threshhold  of  his  grave,  taught  fear  and 
trembling  to  the  ermined  villain?  Does  his  blood  boil 
at  a recollection  of  the  cold  murders  of  Glencoe  and 
Culloden?  Dare  he  reprehend  England  as  he  repre- 
hends France , and  speak  of  every  scoundrel-govern- 
ment as  it  deserves  ? He  dares  not — but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  talk  about  the  morality,  the  religion  and 
the  magnanimity  of  the  former  ; and  propose  a “holy 
Teague ” between  the  United  States  and  her  govern- 
ment ! 

But  we  need  not  travel  to  Germany  for  cases  of 
citizens  murdered  “for  exercising  the  first  right  of 
man,  resistance  to  tyranny  and  we  beseech  him  to 
read,  attentively,  the  following  extracts  from  colonel 
Ethan  Allen's  memoirs,  and  remind  himself  of  the 
fens  of  thousands  of  Americans,  for  that  cause , more 
cruelly  destroyed,  than  were  the  four  citizens  of 
Bremen.  Let  our  first  sympathies  be  for  ourselves 
and  our  own  people ; when  they  are  delivered  from 
the  same  foe  that  colonel  Allen  describes,  now  more 
refined  in  his  cruelties  and  more  desperately  wicked, 
then  May  the  gentleman  concern  himself  as  much  as 
.he  pleases  for  the  “ Deliverance  of  Europe ,”  unno- 
ticed by  the  editor  of  the  Register. 

“ I next  invite  the  reader  to  a retrospective  sight 
and  consideration  of  the  doleful  scene  of  inhumanity 
exercised  by  general  Sir  William  Howe,  and  the  ar- 
my under  his  command,  towards  the  prisoners  taken 
on  Long-Island,  on  the  27th  day  of  August,  1776 ; 
sundry  of  whom  were,  in  an  inhuman  and  barbarous 
manner,  murdered  after  they  had  surrendered  their 
arms  ; particularly  a general  Odel,  or  Woodhul,  of 
the  militia,  who  was  hacked  to  pieces  with  cutlasses, 
when  alive,  by  the  light  horse  men  ; and  a captain  Fel- 
lows, of  the  continental  army,  who  was  thrust 
through  with  a bayonet,  of  which  wound  he  died 
instantly.  Sundry  others  were  hanged  up  by  the 
Iteck  till  they  were  dead.  The  private  soldiers  who 
Were  brought  to  New -York,  were  crouded  into 
churches,  and  environed  with  slavish  Hessian  guards, 
a people  of  a strange  language,  who  were  sent  to 
America  for  no  other  design  but  cruelty  and  desola- 
tion ; and  at  others,  by  merciless  Britons,  whose 
mode  of  communicating  ideas  being  intelligible  in 
this  country,  served  only  to  tantalize  and  insult  the, 
liclpless  and  perishing.  I have  gone  to  the  churches, 
and  seen  sundry  of  the  prisoners  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  in  consequence  of  very  hunger ; and  others 
speechless,  and  near  death,  biting  pieces  of  chips  ; 
others  pleading  for  God’s  sake  for  something  to  eat, 
and  at  the  same  time  shivering  with  the  cold.  Hollow 
groans  saluted  my  ears,  and  despair  seemed  to  be  im- 
printed on  every  one  of  their  countenances.  The  filth 
in  these  churches,  in  consequence  of  the  fluxes,  was 
almost  beyond  description.  The  floors  were  cover- 
ed. 1 have  carefully  sought  to  direct  my  steps  so  as 
to  avoid  it,  but  could  not.  They  would  beg  for 
God’s  sake  for  one  copper,  or  morsel  of  bread. — 
— I have  seen  in  one  of  these  churches  seven  dead, 
at  the  same  time,  lying  among  the  filth  of  the  place. 

I was  persuaded  that  this  was  a premeditated  and 
systematic  plan  of  the  British  council,  to  destroy  the 
youths  of  ota'  land , with  a view  thereby  to  deter  the 


country,  and  make  it  submit  to  tbeir  despotism.-— 
Mortality  raged  to  such  an  intolerable  degree  among 
the  prisoners,  that  the  very  school  boys  in  the  streets 
knew  the  mental  design  of  it  in  some  measure  ; at 
least,  they  knew  they  were  STARVED  TO  DEATH. 
Some  poor  women  contributed  to  their  necessity  till 
their  children  were  almost  starved,  and  all  persons 
of  common  understanding  knew  that  they  were  de- 
voted to  the  crudest  and  worst  of  deaths.  Upon 
the  best  calculations  I have  been  able  to  make  from 
personal  knowledge,  and  the  many  evidences  I have 
collected  in  support  of  the  facts,  I learn  that,  of 
the  prisoners  taken  ou  Long  Island,  fort  Washing- 
ton, and  some  few  others,  at  different  times  and 
places,  about  TWO  THOUSAND  perished  with 
hunger,  cold  and  sickness,  occassioned  by  the  filth  of 
their  prisons  at  New  York,  and  a number  more  on 
their  passage  to  the  continental  lines  , most  of  the 
residue,  who  reached  their  friends,  having  received 
their  death  wound,  could  not  be  restored  by  the  as- 
sistance of  physicians  and  friends  ; but,  like  their* 
brother  prisoners,  fell  a sacrifice  to  the  relentless 
and  scientific  barbarity  of  Britain.” 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Peter  Early,  a well-known  “republican”  character 
of  Georgia,  has  been  elected  governor  of  that  state, 
by  the  legislature  now  in  session. 

William  W.  Bibb,  now  a representative  in  congress 
from  Georgia,  has  been  elected  to  a seat  in  the  se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  vice  William  H.  Craw- 
ford, minister  to  France. 

J\ew-York  city  election.  The  warmest  contest, 
perhaps  ever  known  in  New-York  for  the  choice  of 
“clmrter  officers”  came  on  last  week,  and  terminat- 
ed in  the  gain  of  the  “republicans.”  Last  year  six 
wards  were  “federal,”  and  four  were  “republican” — 
they  are  now  equally  divided,  and  one  of  the  “feder- 
al” wards  was  saved  by  a single  vote  and  another  by 
only  15 — so  that  there  will  be  apolitical  tie  in  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  city  police.  But  from  the 
voles  given,  it  is  calculated  that  Mr.  Benson  (fed.) 
who  has  resigned  his  seat  in  congress,  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  a republican  with  a considerable  majority. 
The  election  is  to  be  held  next  month. 

On  the  2d  and  3d  of  May  last,  lord  Somerville,  of 
Cobearn,  England,  made  sale  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  merinoes.  They  brought  on  the  avei*- 
age,  about  135  sterling  each. 

Progress  of  truth. — The  inquisition  at  Goa  was 
abolished  in  October,  1812  ; and  it  is  now  thrown 
open  to  public  inspection,  with  all  its  cells,  secret 
chambers,  &c. 


Apologetical.  If  in  the  matter  or  manner  of  the 
present  number,  any  want  of  the  usual  attention 
should  appear,  the  editor  requests  that  it  may  be  at- 
tributed to  a temporary  indisposition  which,  (with 
gratitude  be  it  spoken)  for  the  first  time  in  his 
memory,  prevented  him,  for  more  than  two  days, 
from  his  usual  pursuits.  But  since  the  last  publica- 
tion, he  has  been  nearly  denied  the  use  of  his  right 
arm  by  a rheumatic  affection,  attended  with  the 
usual  pain,  which  now  appears  happily  relieved. — 
The  preceding  may  account  for  certain  omissiops  in 
the  present  number. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  luminous  report  will  be  concluded 
next  week  ; when  we  shall  commence  a record  of 
Mu.  Giles'  letters  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  on  the 
proposed  mission  to  Sweden,  and  appointment  of 
Mr.  Gallatin,  a minister  under  the  Russian  media- 
tion, &c.  which  were  rejected  ip  the  senate. 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— HAMILTON’S  REPORT. 


221 


Hamilton’s  Report. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury , in  obedience  to  the  order 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  1 5th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1790,  has  applied  his  attention  at  as  early  a pe- 
riod as  his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  the  subject 
of  manufactures  ; and  particularly  to  the  means  of 
promoting  such  us  will  tend  to  render  the  United 
States  independent  on  foreign  nations,  for  military 
and  other  essential  supplies  : tmd  he  thereupon  re- 
spectfully  submits  the  following  report  : 

(continued  fhom  page  197.) 

It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  such  taxes  are  particu- 
larly inimical  to  the  success  of  manufacturing  indus- 
try, and  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  by  a govern 
ment,  which  desires  to  promote  it. 

The  great  copiousness  of  the  subject  of  this  re 
port  has  insensibly  led  to  a more  lengthy  prelimi- 
nary discussion,  than  was  originally  contemplated 
or  intended.  It  appeared  proper  to  investigate  prin- 
ciples, to  consider  objections,  and  to  endeavor  to 
establish  the  utility  of  the  thing  proposed  to  be 
encouraged  previous  to  the  specification  of  the  ob- 
jects which  might  occur,  as  meriting  oi*  requiring 
encouragement,  and  of  the  measures  which  might 
be  proper  in  respect  to  each.  The  first  purpose 
having  been  fulfilled,  it  remains  to  pursue  the  second'. 

In  the  selection  of  objects,  five  circumstances  seem 
entitled  to  particular  attention  : the  capacity  of  the 
country  to  furnish  the  raw  material — the  degree,  in 
which  the  nature  of  the  manufacture  admits  of  a 
substitute  for  manual  labor  in  machinery — the  faci- 
lity of  execution — the  extensiveness  of  the  uses  to 
which  the  article  can  be  applied — its  subserviency 
to  other  interests,  particularly  the  great  one  of 
national  defence.  There  are,  however,  objects,  to 
which  these  circumstances  are  little  applicable, 
which,  for  some  special  reasons,  may  have  a claim 
to  encouragement. 

A designation  of  the  principal  raw  material,  of 
which  each  manufacture  is  composed,  will  serve  to 
introduce  the  remarks  upon  it.  As  in  the  first 
place, 

IRON.  The  manufactures  of  this  article  are  en- 
titled to  pre-eminent  rank — none  are  more  essential 
in  their  kinds,  nor  so  extensive  in  their  uses.  They 
constitute,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  the  implements  or 
the  materials,  or  both,  of  almost  every  useful  occu- 
pation. Their  instrumentality  is  every  where  con- 
spicuous. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  United  States,  that  they 
have  peculiar  advantages  for  deriving  the  full  bene- 
fit of  this  most  valuable  material,  and  they  have 
every  motive  to  improve  it,  with  systematic  care 
It  is  to  be  found  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
in  great  abundance,  and  of  almost  every  quality 
and  fuel,  the  chief  instrument  in  manufacturing  it, 
is  both  cheap  and  plenty.  This  particularly  applies 
to  charcoal ; but  there  are  productive  coal  mines 
already  in  operation,  and  strong  indications,  that 
the  material  is  to  be  found  in  abundance,  in  a variety 
of  other  places. 

The  enquiries,  to  which  the  subject  of  this  report 
has  led,  have  been  answered  with  proofs,  that  manu- 
factories of  iron,  though  generally  understood  to  be 
extensive,  are  far  more  so  than  is  commonly  sup- 
posed. The  kind,  in  which  the  greatest  progress  has 
been  made,  have  been  mentioned  in  another  place, 
and  need  not  be  repeated  ; but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  every  other  kiiad,  with  due  cultivation,  will 
rapidly  succeed.  'It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  several 
of  the  particular  trades,  of  which  it  is  the  basis,  are 
capable  of  being  carried  on  without  the  aid  of  large 
capitals. 

Iron  works  have  very  greatly  increased  in  the 


United  States,  and  are  prosecuted  with  much  more 
advantage  than  formerly.  The  average  price,  before 
the  revolution,  was  about  sixty-four  dollars  per  ton  ; 
at  present  it  is  about  eighty  ; a rise  which  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  manufactures  of 
the  material. 

The  still  further  extension  and  multiplication  of 
such  manufactures  will  have  the  double  effect  of 
promoting  the  extraction  of  the  metal  itself,  and  of 
converting  it  to  a greater  number  of  profitable 
purposes. 

Those  manufactures  too  unite  in  a greater  degree, 
than  almost  any  others,  the  several  requisites  which 
have  been  mentioned,  as  proper  to  be  consulted  in 
the  selection  of  objects. 

The  only  further  encouragement  of  manufactories 
of  this  article,  the  propriety  of  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  unquestionable,  seems  to  be  an  increase 
of  the  duties  on  foreign  rival  commodities. 

Steel  is  a branch,  which  has  already  made  a consi- 
derable progress,  and  it  is  ascertained,  that  some 
new  enterprises,  on  a more  extensive  scale,  have  been 
lately  set  on  foot.  The  facility  of  carrying  it  to  an 
extent,  which  will  supply  all  internal  demands,  and 
furnish  a considerable  surplus  for  exportation,  can- 
not be  doubted.  The  duty  upon  the  importation  of 
this  article,  which  is  at  present  seventy-five  cents 
per  cwt.  may,  it  is  conceived,  be  safely  and  advanta- 
geously extended  to  one  hundred  cents.  It  is  desira- 
ble by  decisive  arrangements,  to  second  the  efforts, 
which  are  making  in  so  very  valuable  a branch. 

The  United  Slates  already  in  a great  measure 
supply  themselves  with  nails  and  spikes.  They  are 
able,  and  ought  certainly  to  do  it  entirely.  The  first 
and  most  laborious  operation,  in  this  manufacture, 
is  performed  by  water-mills ; and  of  the  persons 
afterwards  employed,  a great  proportion  are  boys, 
whose  early  habits  of  industry  are  of  importance  tt> 
the  community;  to  the  present  support  of  their  fa- 
milies, and  to  their  own  future  comfort.  It  is  not 
less  curious  than  true,  than  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country,  the  making  of  nails  is  an  occasional  family 
manufacture. 

The  expediency  of  an  additional  duty  on  these 
articles,  is  indicated  by  an  important  fact.  About 
1,800,000  pounds  of  them  were  imported  into  the 
United  States,  in  the  course  of  a year,  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  1790.  A duty  of  two  cents 
per  pound  would,  it  is  presumable,  speedily  put  an 
end  to  so  considerable  an  importation.  And  it  is  in 
every  view  proper  that  an  end  should  be  put  to  it. 

The  manufacture  of  these  articles,  like  that  of 
some  others,  suffers  from  the  carelessness  and  dis- 
honesty of  a part  of  those  who  carry  it  on.  An  in- 
spection, in  certain  cases,  might  tend  to  correct  the 
evil.  It  will  deserve  consideration,  whether  a regu- 
lation of  this  sort  cannot  be  applied,  without  incon- 
venience, to  the  exportation  of  the  art  icles  either  te 
foreign  countries,  or  from  one  state  to  another. 

The  implements  of  husbandry  are  made  in  several 
states  in  great  abundance.  In  many  places  it  is  done 
by  the  common  blacksmiths.  And  there  is  no  doubt 
that  an  ample  supply  for  the  whole  country  can  with 
great  ease  be  procured  among  ourselves. 

Various  kinds  of  edged  tools  for  the  use  of  me- 
chanics, are  also  made,  and  a considerable  quantity 
of  hollow  wares  ; though  the  business  of  castings  has 
not  yet  attained  the  perfection  which  might  he 
wished.  It  is,  however,  improving,  and  as  there  are 
respectable  capitals  in  good  hands,  embarked  in  the 
prosecution  of  those  branches  of  iron  manufactories, 
which  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  they  may  all  be  corir 
templated  as  objects  not  difficult  to  be  acquired,  v 
To  insure  the  end,  it  seems  equally  safe  and  pru- 
dent to  extend  the  duty  ad  valorem  upon  all  irfSflu- 
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factures  of  iron,  or  of  winch  iron  is  the  article  of  other  countries,  on  moderate  terms,  and  in  great 
chief  value,  to  ten  per  cent.  plenty. 


Fire  arms  and  other  military  weapons  may,  it  is 
conceived,  be  placed  yvithout  inconvenience  in  the 
class  of  articles,  rated  at  fifteen  per  cent.  There 
exist  already  manufactories  of  these  articles,  which 
only  require  the  stimulus  of  a certain  demand,  to 
render  them  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  United 
States. 

It  would  also  be  a material  aid  to  manufactories  of 
this  nature,  as  well  as  a mean  of  public  .security,  if 
provision  should  be  made  for  an  annual  purchase  of 
military  weapons  of  home  manufacture,  to  a certain 
determinate  extent,  in  order  to  the  formation  of 
arsenals  ; and  to  replace,  from  time  to  time,  such 
as  should  be  withdrawn  for  use,  so  as  always  to  have 
in  store  the  quantity  of  each  kind,  which  should  be 
deemed  a competent  supply 

But  it  may  hereafter  deserve  legislative  consider- 
ation, whether  manufactories  of  all  the  necessary 
weapons  of  war  ought  not  to  be  established,  on 
account  of  government  itself.  Such  establishments 
are  agreeable  to  the  usual  practice  of  nations  ; and 
that  practice  seems  founded  on  sufficient  reason. 

There  appears  to  be  an  improvidence  in  leaving 
these  essential  instruments  of  national  defence  to  the 
casual  speculations  of  individual  adventure ; a re- 
source which  can  less  be  relied  upon,  in  this  case,, 
than  in  most  others;  the  articles  in  question  not 
being  objects  of  ordinary  and  indispensable  private 
consumption  or  use.  As  a general  rule,  manufacto- 
ries on  the  immediate  account  of  government  are  to 
be  avoided ; but  this  seems  to  be  one  of  the  few  ex- 
ceptions, which  that  rule  admits,  depending  on  very 
special  reasons. 

Manufactures  of  Steel,  generally,  or  which  steel  is 
the  article  of  chief  value,  may  with  advantage  be 
placed  in  the  class  of  goods  rated  at  seven  and  an 
half  per  cent.  As  manufactures  of  this  kind  have 
not  yet  made  any  considerable  progress,  it  is  a rea- 
son for  not  rating  them  as  high  as  those  of  iron;, 
but  as  this  material  is  the  basis  of  them,  and  as  their 
extension  is  not  less  practicable,  than  important,  it 
is  desirable  to  promote  it  by  a somewhat  higher  duty 
than  the  present. 

A question  arises,  how  far  it  might  be  expedient 
to  permit  the  importation  of  iron  in  pigs  and  bars, 
free  from  duty.  It  would  certainly  be  favorable  to 
manufacturers  of  the  article  ; but  the  doubt  is,  whe- 
ther it  might  not  interfere  with  its  production. 

Two  circumstances,  however,  abate,  if  they  do  not 
remove,  apprehension  on  this  score  ; one  is,  the  con 
siderabie  increase  of  price,  which  has  been  already 
remarked,  and  which  renders  it  probable,  that  the 
free  admission  of  foreign  iron  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  an  adequate  profit  to  the  proprietors  of 
iron  works ; the  other  is,  the  augmentation  of  de- 
mand, which  Would  be  likely  to  attend  the  increase 
of  manufactures  of  the  article,  in  consequence  of 
tfie  additional  encouragements  proposed  to  be  given. 
But  caution,  nevertheless,  in  a matter  of  this  kind, 
is  most  advisable.  The  measure  suggested  ought, 
perhaps,  rather  to  be  contemplated,  subject  to  the 
lights  of  further  experience,  than  immediately 
adopted. 

COPPER.  The  manufactures,  of  which  this  ar- 
ticle is  ’susceptible,  are  also  of  great  extent  and  utili- 
ty. Under  this  description,  those  of  brass,  of  which 
it  is  the  principal  ingredient,  are  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded. 

The  material  is  a natural  production  of  the  coun- 
try. Min^s  of  copper  have  actually  been  wrought, 
and  with  profit  to  the  undertakers,  though  it  is  not 
known  that  they  are  now  in  this  condition.  And  no- 
thing is  easier,  than  the  introduction  of  it,  from 


Coppersmiths  and  brassfounders,  particularly  the 
former,  are  numerous  in  the  United  Stales  : some  of 
whom  carry  on  business  to  a respectable  extent. 

To  multiply  and  extend  manufactories  of  the  ma- 
terials in  question,  is  worthy  of  attention  and  effort. 
In  order  to  this,  it  is  desirable  to  facilitate  a plenti- 
ful supply  of  the  materials.  And  a proper  mean  to 
this  end  is  to  place  them  in  the  class  of  free  arti- 
cles. Copper  in  plates,  and  brass,  are  already  in  this 
predicament : but  copper  in  pigs  and  bars  is  not ; 
neither  is  lapis  calaminaris,  which  together  with  cop- 
per and  charcoal,  constitute  the  component  ingredi- 
ents of  brass.  The  exemption  from  duty,  by  parity 
of  reason,  ought  to  embrace  all  such  of  these  arti- 
cles, as  are  objects  of  importation. 

An  additional  duty  on  brass  wares,  will  tend  to  the 
general  end  in  view.  These  now  stand  at  five  per 
cent,  while  those  of  tin,  pewter  and  copper,  are  rated 
at  seven  and  an  half.  There  appears  to  be  a proprie- 
ty, in  every  view,  in  placing  brass  wares  upon  the 
same  level  with  them  : and  it  merits  consideration, 
whether  the  duty  upon  all  of  them  ought  not  to  be 
raised  to  ten  per  cent. 

LEAD.  There  are  numerous  proofs,  that  this  ma- 
terial abounds  in  the  United  States,  and  requires 
little  to  unfold  it  to  an  extent,  more  than  equal  to 
every  domestic  occasion.  A prolific  mine  of  it  has 
long  been  open  in  the  south-western  parts  of  Virgi- 
nia, and,  under  a public  administration,  during  the 
late  war,  yielded  a considerable  supply  for  military 
use.  This  is  now  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  who 
not  only  carry  it  on  with  spirit,  but  have  established 
manufactories  of  it,  at  Richmond,  in  the  same  state. 

The  duties,  already  laid  upon  the  importation  of 
this  article,  either  in  its  unmanufactured  or  manu- 
factured state,  insure  it  a decisive  advantage  in  the 
home  market — which  amounts  to  considerable  en- 
couragement. If  the  duty  on  pewter  wares  should 
be  raised,  it  would  afford  a further  encouragement. 
Nothing  else  occurs  as  proper  to  be  added. 

FOSSIL  COAL.  This,  as  an  important  instru- 
ment of  manufactures,  may,  without  impropriety, 
be  mentioned  among  tire  subjects  of  this  report. 

A copious  supply  of  it  would  be  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  iron  branch  : as  an  article  of  house- 
hold fuel,  also,  it  is  an  interesting  production,  the 
utility  of  which  must  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
decrease  of  wood,  by  the  progress  of  settlement  and 
cultivation.  And  its  importance  to  navigation,  as  an 
immense  article  of  transportation  coast-wise,  is  sig- 
nally exemplified  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  several  coal  mines  in 
Virginia,  now  worked,  and  appearances  of  their  ex- 
istence are  familiar  in  a number  of  places. 

The  expediency  of  a bounty  on  all  this  species  of 
coal  of  home  production,  and  of  premiums  on  the 
opening  of  new  mines,  under  certain  qualifications, 
appears  to  be  worthy  of  particular  examination.  The 
great  importance  of  the  article  will  amply  justify  a 
reasonable  expense  in  this  way  if  it  shall  appear  to 
be  necessary  to,  and  shall  be  thought  likely  to  an- 
swer the  end. 

WOOD.  Several  manufactures  of  this  article  flou- 
rish in  the  United  States.  Ships  are  no  where  built 
in  greater  perfection  ; and  cabinet  wares,  generally, 
are  made  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  those  of  Europe. 
Their  extent  is  such  as  to  have  admitted  of  conside- 
rable exportation. 

An  exemption  from  duty,  of  the  several  kinds  of 
wood  ordinarily  used  in  these  manufactures,  seems 
to  be  all  that  is  requisite,  by  way  of  encouragement  . 
It  is  recommended  by  the  consideration  of  a s.milar 
policy  being  pursued  in  other  countries,  and  by  the 
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expediency  of  giving'  equal  advantages  to  our  own 
workmen  in  wood.  The  abundance  of  limber  proper 
for  ship  building  in  the  United  S fates,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  objection  to  it.  The  increasing  scar- 
city and  growing  importance  of  that  article,  in  the 
European  countries,  admonish  the  United  States  to 
commerce,  and  systematically  to  pursue  measures 
for  the  preservation  of  their  stock.  Whatever  may 
promote  the  regular  establishment  of  magazines  of 
ship  timber,  is  in  various  views  desirable. 

SKINS.  There  are  scarcely  any  manufactories  of 
greater  importance,  than  of  this  article.  Their  di- 
rect and  very  happy  influence  upon  agriculture,  by 
promoting  the  raising  of  cattle  of  different  kinds,  is 
a very  material  recommendation. 

It  is  pleasing,  too,  to  observe  the  extensive  progress' 
they  have  made  in  their  principal  branches  ; which 
are  so  far  matured  as  almost  to  defy  foreign  compe- 
tition. Tanneries,  in  particular,  are  not  oniy  carried 
on  as  a regular  business,  in  numerous  instances,  and 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  ; but  they  constitute 
in  some  places  a valuable  item  of  incidental  family 
manufactures. 

Representations,  however,  have  been  made,  im- 
porting the  expediency  of  further  encouragement  to 
the  leather  branch  in  two  ways;  one,  by  increasing 
the  duty  on  the  manufactures  of  it,  which  are  im- 
ported • the  other,  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
bark.  In  support  of  the  latter,  it  is  alleged,  that  the 


of  the  United  States,  which,  if  established  upon 
proper  principles,  would  be  likely  to  improve  the 
quality  of  our  flour  every  where,  and  to  raise  its 
reputation  in  foreign  markets.  There  are,  however,, 
considerations  which  stand  in  the  way  of  such  an 
arrangement. 

Ardent  spirits  and  malt  liquors  are,  next  to  flour, 
the  two  principal  manufactures  ®f  grain.  The  first 
has  made  a very  extensive,  the  last  a considerable 
progress  in  the  United  States.  In  respect  to  both,  an 
exclusive  possession  of  the  home  market  ought  to 
be  secured  to  the  domestic  manufactures,  as  fast  as 
circumstances  will  admit.  Nothing  is  more  practi- 
cable and  nothing  more  desirable. 

The  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  have  done 
much  towards  attaining  this  valuable  object : but 
some  additions  to  the  present  duties,  on  foreign 
distilled  spirits,  and  foreign  malt  liquors,  and  per- 
haps an  abatement,  of  those  on  home  made  spirits, 
would  more  effectually  secure  it : and  there  does 
not  occur  any  very  weighty  objection  to[ either. 

An  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  imported  spi- 
rits would  favor  as  well  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  molasses,  as  that  from  grain.  And  to  secure  to 
the  nation,  the  benefit  of  a manufacture,  even  of 
foreign  materials,  is  always  of  great,  though  perhaps 
of  secondary  importance. 

A strong  impression  prevails  in  the  minds  of  those 
concerned  in  distilleries  (including,  too,  the  most 


price  of  bark,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  large  ex-  j candid  and  enlightened)  that  greater  differences  in 
portations,  has  risen  within  a few  years,  from  about  i tUe  rates  of  duty  on  foreign  ana  domestic  spirits  are 
three  dollars  to  four  dollars  and  a half  per  cord.  necessary,  completely  to  secure  the  successful  mat 
These  suggestions  are  submitted  rather  as  intima-jnufacture  of  the  latter  : and  there  are  facts  which 
lions,  which  merit  consideration,  than  as  matters,! entitle  this  impression  to  attention, 
the  propriety  of  which  is  manifest.  It  i*  not  clear  I K is  known  that  the  price  of  molasSes  for  some 
that  an  increase  of  duty  is  necessary  , and  m regard'  vears  , has  been  s,lcc'essively  ri9i„,  in  the  West 
to  the  prohibition  desired  there  .s  no  evidence  «»jW  m:u.ket  owj  tl  t0  J comp5etition  which 

any  considerable  exportation  hitherto  ; ‘t  did  not  formerly  exish  and  partly  to  In  extension  of 

most  prooable,  that  whatever  augmentation  o.  P™eldenlaml  -m  thi/countrv  gd  ;g3  evident>  tllat  ti,e 
may  nave  tatten  place  is  to  he  attributed  to  an  extern  i.  ]a,e  disturbance,  tbose  island  from  which  w<5 
Sion  of  the  home  demand  from  the  mcrease  of  ma-  N,  our  ,inci  , , must  So  far  interfere 

nufactures  and  to  a decrease  of  the  supply  in  con- 1 ;th  the  p*oduc^0!1  of'  articl  a3  t0  occasion  a 
sequence  of  the  progress  of  settlement  .rather,  than  materiagnhancenlent  of  price.  The  destruction  and 
to  the  quantities  which  have  been  exported.  devastation  attendant  on  the  insum 


It  is  mentioned,  however,  as  an  additional  reason 
for  the  prohibition,  that  one  species  of  the  bark, 
usually  exported,  is  in  some  sort  peculiar  to  the 
country,  and  the  material  or  a very  valuable  dye,  or  ( rpllts  , 
great  use  in  some  Other  manufactures,  in  which  the 
United  States  have  begun  a competition. 

There  may  also  be  this  argument  in  favor  of  an 
increase  of  duty.  The  object  is  of  importance  enough 
to  claim  decisive  encouragement : and  the  progress 
which  has  been  made,  leaves  no  room  to  apprehend 
any  inconvenience,  on  the  score  of  supply,  from  such 
an  increase. 

It  would  be  a benefit  to  this  branch,  if  glue,  which 
is  now  rated  at  five  per  cent,  were  made  the  object 
of ’an  excluding  duty.  It  is  already  made  in  large 
quantities  at  various  tanneries ; and,  like  paper,  is  an 
entire  economy  of  materials,  which  if  not  manufac- 
tured, would  be  left  to  perish.  It  may  be  placed  with 
advantage  in  the  class  of  articles  paying  fifteen  per 
cent.  i 

th 


insurrection  in  Hispa- 
niola in  particular,  must  not  only  contribute  very 
much  to  that  effect,  but  may  be  expected  to  give  it 
These  circumstances,  and  the  duty 
of  three  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  may  render  it 
difficult  for  the  distillers  of  that  material  to  main- 
tain, with  adequate  profit,  a competition,  with  the 
rum  brought  from  the  West  Indies,  the  quality  of 
which  is  so  considerably  superior. 

The  consumption  of  geneva,  or  gin,  in  this  coun- 
try, is  extensive.  It  is  not  long  since  distilleries  of  it- 
liuve  grown  up ‘among  us  to  any  importance.  They 
are  now  becoming  of  consequence  : but  being  still' 
in  their  infancy  they  require  protection. 

It  is  represented,  that  the  price  of  some  of  the. 
materials  is  greater  here  than  in  Holland,  from 
which  place  large  quantities  are  brought — the  price^ 
of  labor  considerably  greater — the  capitals  engaged 
in  the  business  there  much  larger  than  those  which 
are  employed  here — the  rate  of  profits,  at  which  the 
undertakers  can  ’afford  to  carry  it  on,  much  less— 
the  prejudices,  in  favor  of  imported  gin,  strong. 
These  circumstances  arc  alleged  to  outweigh  the 
charges,  which  attend  the  bringing  of  the  article 
from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  and  the  present 
difference  of  duty,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  prosecution 
of  the  manufacture,  with  due  advantage. 

Experiment  could,  perhaps,  alone  decide  with 
certainty  the  justness  of  the  suggestions,  which  are 
made : but  in  relation  to  branches  of  manufacture 


GRAIN.  Manufactures  of  the  several  species  of 
this  article  have  a title  to  peculiar  favor ; not  only 
because  they  are  most  of  them  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  subsistence  of  the  citizens,  but 
because  they  enlarge  the  demand  for  the  most  pre- 
vious products  of  the  soil. 

Though  flour  may,  with  propriety,  be  noticed  as  a 
manufacture  of  grain,  it  were  useless  to  do  it,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  expediency  of  a 
general  system  of  inspection  throughout  the  ports  1 so  important,  it  would  seem  inexpedient  to  hazard 
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an  unfavorable  issue,  and  better  to  err  on  the  side 
of  too  great,  than  of  too  small  a difference,  in  the 
particular  in  question. 

It  is  therefore  submitted,  that  an  addition  of  two 
tents  per  gallon  be  made  to  the  duty  on  imported 
spirits,  of  the  first  class  of  proof,  with  a proportion- 
able  increase  on  those  of  higher  proof;  and  that  a 
deduction  of  one  cent  per  gallon  be  made  from  the 
duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
beginning  with  the  first  class  of  proof,  and  a propor- 
tionable deduction  from  the  du  ty  on  those  of  higher 
proof. 

It  is  ascertained,  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of 
the  malt  liquors  consumed  in  the  United  States  are 
the  produce  of  domestic  brewers.  It  is  desirable, 
and,  in  all  likelihood,  attainable,  that  the  whole  con- 
sumption should  be  supplied  by  ourselves. 

The  malt  liquors,  made  at  home,  though  inferior 
to  the  best,  are  equal  to  a great  part  of  those  which 
have  been  usually  imported.  The  progress  already 
made  is  an  earnest  of  what  may  be  accomplished. 
The  growing  competition  is  an  assurance  of  im- 
provement. This  will  be  accelerated  by  measures, 
tending  to  invite  a great  capital  into  this  channel  of 
employment. 

To  render  the  encouragement  ofdomestic  breweries 
decisive,  it  may  be  advisable  to  substitnte,  to  the  pre- 
sent rates  of  duty,  eight  cents  per  gallon  generally  ; 
and  it  will  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a guard 
against  evasions,  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  a 
prohibition  of  their  importation,  except  in  casks  of 
considerable  capacity.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  such 
a duty  would  banish  from  the  market  foreign  malt 
liquors  of  inferior  quality,  and  that  the  best  kind 
only  would  continue  to  be  imported,  till  it  should  be 
supplanted 'by  the  efforts  of  equal  skill  or  care  at 
home. 

Ttil  that  period,  the  importation  so  qualified 
would  be  an  useful  stimulus  to  improvement : and, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  payment  of  the  increased 
price,  for  the  enjoyment  of  luxury,  in  order  to  the 
encouragement  of  a most  useful  branch  ofdomestic 
industry,  could  not  reasonably  be  deemed  a hardship. 

Asa  further  aid  to  manufactures  of  grain,  though 
upon  a smaller  scale,  the  articles  of  starch,  hair 
powder,  and  wafers,  may  with  great  propriety  be 
placed  among  those  which  are  rated  at  fifteen  per 
cent.  No  manufactures  are  more  simple,  nor  more 
completely  within  the  reach  of  a full  supply  from 
domestic  sources  : and  it  is  a policy,  as  common  as. 
it  is  obvious,  to  make  them  the  object  either  of 
prohibitory  duties,  or  of  express  prohibition. 

FLAX  AND  HE.YIP.  Manufactures  of  these  arti- 
cles have  so  much  affinity  to  each  other,  and  they  are 
so  often  blended,  that  they  may  with  advantage  be 
considered  in  conjunction.  The  importance  of  the 
linen  branch  to  agriculture — its  precious  effects 
upon  household  husbandry— the  ease  with  which 
the  materials  can  be  produced  at  home,  to  any  re- 
quisite extent — the  great  advances  which  have  been 
already  made,  in  the  coarser  fabrics  of  them,  espe- 
cially in  the  family  way,  constitute  claims  of  pecu- 
liar force,  to  the  patronage  of  government. 

This  patronage  may  be  afforded  in  various  ways — 
by  promoting  the  growth  of  the  materials — by  in- 
creasing the  impediments  to  an  advantageous  com- 
petition of  rival  foreign  articles — by  direct  bounties 
or  premiums  upon  the  home  manufacture. 

First.  As  to  promoting  the  growth  of  the  ma- 
terials. 

T i respect  to  hemp,  something  has  been  already 
done,  by  the  high  duty  upon  foreign  hemp.  If  the 
facilities  for  domestic  production  were  not  unusually 
great,  the  policy  of  tire  duty,  on  foreign  raw  mate- 


rial, would  be  highly  questionable,  as  interfering 
with  the  growth  of  manufactures  of  it.  But  making 
the  proper  allowanced  for  those  facilities,  and  with 
an  eve  to  the  future  and  natural  progress  of  the 
countiy,  the  measure  does  na»t  appear,  upon  the 
whole,  exceptionable. 

A strong  wish  naturally  suggests  itself,  that  some 
method  could  be  devised,  of  affording  a more  direct 
encouragement  to  the  growth  both  of  flax  and  hemp, 
such  as  would  be  effectual,  and  at  the  same  time  net 
attended  with  too  great  inconveniences.  To  this 
end,  bounties  and  premiums  offer  themselves  to  con- 
sideration; but  no  modification  of  them  has  yet  oc- 
curred, which  would  not  either  hazard  too  much 
expense,  or  operate  unequally  in  reference  to  the 
circumstances  of  different  parts  of  the  union  ; and 
which  would  not  be  attended  with  very  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  execution. 

Secondly.  As  to  increasing  the  impediments  to 
an  advantageous  competition  of  rival  foreign  articles. 

To  this  purpose,  an  augmentation  of  the  duties  on 
importation  is  the  obvious  expedient ; which,  in 
regard  to  certain  articles,  appears  to  be  recom- 
mended by  sufficient  reasons. 

The  principal  of  these  articles  is  sail  cloth  ; on© 
intimately  connected  with  navigation  and  defence  : 
and  of  which  a flourishing  manufactory  is  established 
at  Boston,  and  very  promising  ones  at  several  other 
places. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  both  safe  and  advisable,  to 
place  this  in  the  class  of  articles  rated  at  ten  per 
cent.  A strong  reason  for  it  results  from  the  consi- 
deration, that  a bounty  of  two  pence  sterling  per  ell 
is  allowed,  in  Great  Britain,  upon  the  exportation  of 
the  sail-cloth  manufactured  in  that  kingdom. 

It  would  likewise  appear  to  be  good  policy,  to 
raise  the  duty  to  7 1-2  per  cent  on  the  following 
articles.  Drillings,  oznaburghs,  ticklenburghs,  dow- 
las, canvas,  brown  rolls,  bagging,  and  upon  all  other 
linens,  the  first  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  of  ex- 
portation, does  not  exceed  35  cents  per  yard.  A 
bounty  of  12  1-2  per  cent  upon  an  average,  on  the 
exportation  of  such  or  similar  linens  from  Great 
Britain,  encourages  the  manufacture  of  them  in 
that  country,  and  increases  the  obstacles  to  a suc- 
cessful competition  in  the  countries  to  which  they 
are  sent. 

The  quantities  of  tow  and  other  household  linens* 
manufactured  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States* 
and  the  expectations  which  are  derived  from  some 
late  experiments,  of  being  able  to  extend  the  use  of 
labor-saving  machines,  in  the  coarser  fabrics  of 
linen,  obviate  the  danger  of  inconvenience,  from  an 
increase  of  the  duty  upon  such  articles,  and  authorise 
a hope  of  speedy  and  complete  success  to  the  en- 
deavors, which  may  be  used  for  procuring  an  internal 
supply. 

Thirdly.  As  to  direct  bounties,  or  premiums  upon 
the  manufactured  articles. 

To  afford  more  effectual  encouragement  to  the 
manufacture,  and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  the 
cheapness  of  the  article  for  the  benefit  of  naviga- 
tion, it  will  be  of  great  use  to  allow  a bounty  of  two 
cents  per  yard  on  all  sail-cloth  which  is  made  in  the 
United  States,  from  materials  of  their  own  growth. 
This  would  also  assist  the  culture  of  those  mate- 
rials. An  encouragement  of  this  kind,  if  adopted, 
ought  to  be  established  for  a moderate  term  of  years, 
to  invite  to  new  undertakings,  and  to  an  extension 
of  the  eld.  This  is  an  article  of  importance  enough 
to  warrant  the  employment,  of  extraordinary  means 
in  its  favor. 

(to  BE  CONCLUDED  IX  THE  StfXT  KT'MBEB.) 
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[CO N OLCTDED  FROM  PAGE  224.] 

COTTON.  There  is  something*  in  the  texture  of 
this  material,  which  adapts  it  in  a peculiar  degree  to 
the  application  of  machines. 

The  singular  utility  of  the  mill  for  spinning  of  cot- 
ton, not  long  since  invented  in  England,  has  been 
noticed  in  another  place : but  there  are  other  ma- 
chines scarcely  inferior  in  utility,  Which,  in  the  dif- 
ferent manufactures  of  this  article,  are  employed 
either  exclwsivly  or  with  more  than  ordinary  effect 
This  very  important  circumstance  recommends  the 
fabrics  of  cotton,  in  a more  particular  manner,  to  a 
country  in  which  a defect  of  hands  constitutes  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  success-. 

The  variety  and  extent  of  the  uses  to  which  the 
manufactures  of  this  article  are  applicable,  is  ano- 
ther powerful  argument  in  their  favor. 

And  the  faculty  of  the  United  States  to  produce 
the  raw  material  in  abundance,  and  of  a quality, 
which,  though  alleged  to  be  inferior  to  some  that  is 
produced  in  other  quarters,  is  nevertheless  capable 
of  being  used  with  advantage  in  many  fabrics,  and 
’is  probably  susceptible  of  being  carried,  by  a more 
experienced  culture,  to  much  greater  perfection, 
suggests  an  additional  and  a very  cogent  induce- 
ment to  the  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  cotton  branch, 
in  its  several  subdivisions. 

How  much  lias  been  already  done,  has  been  stated 
in  a preceding*  part  of  this  report. 

In  addition  to  this  it  may  be  announced,  that  a so- 
ciety is  forming,  with  a capital  which  is  expected  to 
be  extended  to  at  least  half  a million  of  dollars  ; on 
behalf  of  which  measures  are  already  in  train  for 
prosecuting,  on  a large  scale,  the  making  and  print- 
ing of  cotton  goods. 

These  circumstances  conspire  to  indicate  the  ex- 
pediency of  removing  any  obstructions,  which  may 
happen  to  exist,  to  the  advantageous  prosecution  of 
the  manufactories  in  question,  and  of  adding  such 
encouragements  as  may  appear  necessary  and  proper. 


While  a hope  may  reasonably  he  indulged,  that, 
with  due  care  and  attention,  the  national  cotton  may 
be  made  to  approach  nearer  than  it  now  does  to  that 
of  regions  somewhat  more  favored  by  climate,  and 
while  facts  authorise  an  opinion,  that  very  great  use 
maybe  made  of  it,  and  that  it  is  a resource  which 
gives  greater  security  to  the  cotton  fabrics  of  this 
country,  than  can  he  enjoyed  by  any  which  depends 
wholly  on  external  supply,  it  will  certainly  be  wise 
in  every  view,  to  let  our  infant  manufactures  have 
the  full  benefit  of  the  best  materials,  on  the  cheap- 
est terms.  It  is  obvious,  that  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing such  materials,  is  proportioned  to  the  unskilful- 
ness  and  inexperience  of  the  workmen  employed, 
who,  if  inexpert,  will  not  fail  to  commit  great  waste, 
where  the  materials  they  are  to  work  with,  are  of  an 
indifferent  kind. 

To  secure  to  the  national  manufacturers  so  essen- 
tial an  advantage,  a repeal  of  the  present  duty  on 
imported  co-ttcn  is  indispensable. 

A substitute  for  this,  far  more  encouraging  to  do- 
mestic production,  will  be  to  grant  a bounty  on  the 
national  cotton,  when  wrought  at  a home  manufac- 
tory : to  which  a bounty  on  the  exportation  of  it  may 
be  added.  Either  or  both  would  do  much  more  to- 
wards promoting  the  growth  of  the  article,  than  the 
merely  nominal  encouragement,  which  it  is  proposed 
to  abolish.  The  first  would  also  have  a direct  in- 
fluence in  encouraging  the  manufacture. 

The  bounty,  which  has  been  mentioned,  as  exist- 
ing in  Great  Britain,  upon  the  exportation  of  coarse 
linens,  not  exceeding  a certain  value,  applies  also  to 
certain  descriptions  of  cotton  goods  of  similar 
value. 

This  furnishes  an  additional  argument  for  allow- 
ing to  the  national  manufacturers  the  species  of  en- 
couragement just  suggested,  and  indeed  for  adding 
some  oilier  aid. 

One  cent  per  yard,  not  less  than  of  a given  width, 
on  all  goods  of  cotton,  or  of  cotton  and  linen  mixed^ 


The  present  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound,  on  which  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  wiiifi 


the  foreign  raw  material,  is  undoubtedly  a very  se- 
rious impediment  to  the  progress  of  those  manufac- 
turers 

The  injurious  tendency  of  similar  duties,  either 
prior  to  the  establishment,  or  in  tiie  infancy  of  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  the  article,  as  it  regards 
the  manufacture,  and  their  worse  than  inutility  in 
relation  to  the  home  production  of  the  material  it- 
self, have  been  anticipated,  particularly  in  discuss- 
ing the  subject  of  pecuniary  bounties. 

Cotton  has  not  the  same  pretensions  with  hemp, 
to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Not  being,  like  hemp,  an  universal  production  of 
the  country,  it  affords  less  assurance  of  an  adequate 
internal  supply  ; but  the  chief  objection  arises  from 
the  doubts,  wthich  are  entertained  concerning  the 
quality  of  the  national  cotton.  It  is  alleged,  that 
the  fibre  of  it  is  considerably  shorter  and  weaker, 
than  that  of  some  other  places  ; and  it  has  been  ob- 
served, as  a general  rule,  that  the  nearer  the  place 
of  growth  to  the 
the  eottom  Th 


tiie  addition  of  one  cent  per  pound  weight  of  the 
material,  if  made  of  national  cotton,  wouid  amount 
to  an  aid  of  considerable  importance,  both  to  the 
production,  and  to  the  manufacture  of  that  valua- 
ble article.  And  it  is  conceived  tho/  the  expense 
would  be  well  justified  by  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject. 

The  printing  and  staining  of  cotton  goods  is  knowti 
to  he  a distinct  business  fro/h  the  fabrication  of  them.. 
It  is  one  easily  accomplished,  and  which,  as  it  adds 
materially  to  the  value  of  the  article  in  its  white 
state,  and  prepares  it  for  a variety  of  new  uses,  is  of 
importance  to  be  promoted. 

As  imported  cottons,  equally  with  those  which  ar6 
made  at  home,  may  be  the  objects  of  this  manufac- 
ture, it  will  merit  consideration,  whether  the  whole* 
or  a part  of  the  duty,  on  the  white  goods,  ought  nok 
to  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  b.->ck,  in  favor  of  those* 
who  print  or  stain  them.  This  measure  would  cer* 


tainly  operate  a»  a powerful  encouragement  to  the 
e equator,  the  better  the  quality  of  (business  ; ar.d,  though  it  may  in  a degree  counter-* 
at  which. comes  from  Cayenne,  Suri-Jact  the  original  fabrication  of  the  articles,  it  would 
nam,  and  Demarara,  is  said  to  be  preferable,  even! probably  more  than  compensate  for  this  disadvaiw 
•aj.  a material  difference  of  pricey  to  the  Cotton  ofthej  tage,  in"  the  rapid  growth  <»f  a collateral  branch. 
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When  a sufficient  progress  shall  have  been  made,  the 
drawback  may  be  abrogated,  and  by  that  time  the 
domestic  supply  of  the  articles  to  be  printed  or  stain- 
ed wiil  have  been  extended. 

If  the  duty  of  seven  and  a half  per  cent,  on  certain 
kinds  of  cotton  goods  were  extended  to  all  goods  of 
cotton,  or  of  which  it  is  the  principal  material,  it 
would  probably  more  than  counterbalance  the  effect 
of  the  drawback  proposed,  in  relation  to  the  fabri- 
cation of  the  article.  And  no  material  objection  oc- 
curs to  such  an  extension.  The  duty,  then,  consi- 
dering all  the  circumstances  which  attend  goods  of 
this  description,  couid  not  be  deemed  inconvenient- 
ly high  ; and  it  may  be  inferred  from  various  causes, 
iliat  the  prices  of  them  would  still  continue  mo- 
derate. 

Manufactories  of  cotton  goods,  not  long  since  es- 
tablished at  Beverly,  rn  Massachusetts,  and  at  Pro- 
vidence, in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  conduct 
ed  with  a perseverance  corresponding  with  the  pa- 
triotic motives  which  began  them,  seem  to  have 
overcome  the  first  obstacles  to  success  ; producing 
corduroys,  velverets,  fustains,  jeans,  and  other  si- 
milar articles,  of  a quality,  which  will  bear  a com- 
parison with  the  like  articles  brought  from  Manches- 
ter. The  one  at  Providence  has  the  merit  of  being 
the  first  in  introducing  into  the  United  States,  the 
celebrated  cotton  mill ; which  not  only  furnishes 
materials  for  that  manufactory  itself,  but  for  the  sup- 
ply of  private  families  for  household  manufacture. 

Other  manufactories  of  the  same  material,  as  re- 
gular businesses,  have  also  been  begun  at  different 
places  ill  the  state  cf  Connecticut,  but  all  upon  a 
smaller  scale  than  those  above  mentioned.  Some  es- 
says are  also  making  in  the  printing  and  staining  of 
cotton  goods.  There  are  several  small  establish- 
ments of  this  kind  already  on  foot. 

WOOL.  In  a country  the  climate  of  which  par- 
takes of  so  considerable,  a proportion  of  winter,  as 
that  of  a great  part  of  the  United  States,  the  wool- 
len bran  oh  cannot  be  regarded  as  inferior  to  any, which 
relates  to  the.  clothing  of  the  inhabitants. 

Household  manufactures  of  this  material  are  car- 
ried on,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  Suites,  to  a 
very  interesting  extent : but  there  is  only  one  branch, 
which,  as  a regular  business,  can  be  said  to  have  ac- 
quired maturity.  .This  L the  making  of  hats. 

Hats  of  wool,  and  of  wool  mixed  with  fur,  are 
jna'd.e  in  large  quantities,  in  different  states  ; and 
notin' ,X  seems  wanting,  but  an  adequate  supply  of 
materials  to  render  the  manufacture  commensurate 
with  the  u.emand. 

A promisUM?  essay,  towards  the  fabrication  of 
cloths,  cassimt-ws,  and  other  woollen  goods,  is  like- 
wise going  on  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut.  Speci- 
mens of  the  different  kinds  which  are  made,  in  the 
possession  of  the  secretary,  evince  that  these  fabrics 
have  attained  a very  considerable  degree  of  perfec- 
tion. Their  quality  certainly  surpasses  any  thing, 
that  could. have  been  locked  for,  in  so  short  a time, 
and  under  so  great  disadvantages ; and  conspires 
with  the  scantiness  of  the  means,  which  iiave  been 
at  the  command  of  the  directors,  to  form  the  eulo- 
gium  of  that  public  spirit,  perseverance,  and  judg- 
ment, which  have  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much. 

To  cherish  and  bring  to  maturity  this  precious 
embryo  must  engage  the  most  ardent  wishes,  and 
proportionable  regret,  as  far  as  the  means  of  doing 
it  may  appear  difficult  or  uncertain. 

Measures,  which  should  tend  to  promote  an  abun- 
dant, supply  of  wool,  of  good  quality,  would  proba- 
bly afford  the  most  efficacious  aid,  that  present  cir- 
Gjam stances  permit. 

To  encourage  the  raising  and  improving  the  breed 
iff  sheep  at  h*mej  would  certainly  be  the  most  de- 


sirable expedient,  for  that  purpose  ; but  it  may  nc# 
be  alone  sufficient,  especially  as  it  is  yet  a problem, 
whether  our  wool  be  capable  of  such  a degree  of 
improvement,  as  to  render  it  fit  for  the  finer  fabric^. 

Premiums  would  probably  be  found  the  best  mean3 
of  promoting  the  domestic,  and  bounties  the  foreign 
supply  : the  first  may  be  within  the  compass  of  the 
institution  hereafter  to  be  submitted.  The  last  would 
require  a specific  legislative  provision.  If  : n\  boun- 
ties are  granted,  they  ought,  of  course,  to  be  ad- 
justed with  an  eye  to  quality  as  well  as  quantity. 

A fund  for  this  purpose  may  be  derived  from  the 
addition  of  two  and  a half  per  cent,  to  the  present 
rate  of  duty,  on  carpets  and  carpeting  ; an  increase, 
to  which  the  nature  of  the  articles  suggests  no  ob- 
jection, and  which  may,  at  the  same  time,  furnish 
a motive  the  more,  to  the  fabrication  of  them  at 
home ; towards  which  some  beginnings  have  been, 
made. 

SILK.  The  production  of  this  article  is  attended 
with  great ' facility  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Some  pleasing  essays  are  making  in  Con- 
necticut, as  well  towards  that,  as  towards  the  ma- 
nufacture of  What  is  produced.  Stockings,  hand- 
kerchiefs, ribands  and  buttons,  are  made,  though  as 
yet  but  in  small  quantities. 

A manufactory  of  lace,  upon  a scale  not  very  ex- 
tensive, has  been  long  memorable  at  Ipswich,  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts. 

An  exemption  of  the  material  from  the  duty, 
which  it  now  pays  on  importation,  and  premiums 
upon  the  production,  to  be  dispensed  under  the 
direction  of  the  institution  before  alluded  to,  seem 
to  be  the  only  species  of  encouragement  advisable 
at  so  early  a stage  of  the  thing. 

GLASS.  The  materials  for  making  glass  are  found 
every  where.  In  the  United  States,  there  is  no  defi- 
ciency of  them."  The  sands  and  stones  called  tarso, 
which  include  flinty  and  crystaline  substances  gene-r 
rally,  and  the  salts  ofvarjousplants,purticularly  of  the' 
sea  weed  kali  or  kelp,  constitute  the  essential  in<- 
gredients.  An  extraordinary  abundance  of  fuel  is  a 
particular  advantage  enjoyed  in  this  country  for 
such  manufactures.  They  however  require  large- 
capitals  and  involve  much  manual  labor. 

Different  manufactories  of  glass  are  now  on  foot 
in  the  United  States.  The  present  duty  of  12  12 
per  cent,  on  all  imported  articles  of  glass,  amounts  to 
a considerable  encouragement  to  those  manufacto- 
ries. If  any  thing  in  addition  is  judged  eligible,  the 
most  proper  would  appear  to  be  a direct  bounty,  on 
window  glass  and  black  bottles. 

The  first  recommends  itself  as  an  object  of  gene- 
ral convenience  ; the  last  adds  to  that  character,  the 
circumstance  of  being  an  important  item  in  brewe- 
ries. A complaint  is  made  of  great  deficiency  in  this 
respect. 

GUN-POWDER.  No  small  progress  has  beeff 
of  late  made  in  the  manufacture  of  this  very  im- 
portant article  : it  may,  indeed,  be  considered  as 
already  established ; but  its  high  importance  renders 
its  further  extension  very  desirable. 

The  encouragements,  which  it  already  enjoys,  are 
a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  foreign  rival  article, 
and  an  exemption  of  saltpetre,  one  of  the  principal 
ingredients  of  which  it  is  composed,  from  duty.  A 
like  exemption  of  sulphur,  another  chief  ingredient, 
would  appear  to  be  equally  proper.  No  quantity  ol 
this  article  has  yet  been  produced  from  internal 
sources.  The  use  made  of  it  in  finishing  the  bottoms 
of  ships,  is  an  additional  inducement  to  placing  it  in 
the  class  of  free  goods.  Regulations  for  the  careful 
inspection  of  the  article  would  have  a favorable 
tendency. 

PAPER.  Manfcf&ctoi  less  of  paper  are  among  those' 
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Which  are  arrived  at  the  greatest  maturity  in  the 
United  States,  and  are  most  adequate  to  national 
supply.  That  of  paper  hangings  is  a branch,  in  which 
Respectable  progress  has  been  made* 

Nothing  material  seems  wanting  to  the  further 
success  of  this  valuable  branch,  which  is  already 
protected  by  a competent  duty  on  similar  imported 
articles. 

Tn  the  enumeration  of  the  several  kinds,  made 
subject  to  that  duty,  sheathing  and  cartridge  paper 
have  been  omitted.  These,  being  the  most  simple 
Manufactures  of  the  sort,  and  necessary  to  military 
supply,  as  well  as  ship  building,  recommend  them- 
selves equilly  with  those  of  other  descriptions,  to 
encouragement,  and  appear  to  be  as  fully  within  tiie 
compass  of  domestic  exertions. 

PRINTED  BOOKS.  The  great  number  of  presses 
disseminated  throughout  the  union,  seems  to  afford 
an  assurance,  that  there  is  no  need  of  being  indebted 
to  foreign  countries  for  the  printing  of  the  books 
which  are  used  in  the  United  States.  A duty  of  ten 
percent,  instead  of  five,  which  is  now  charged  upon 
the  article,  would  have  a tendency  to  aid  the  busi- 
ness internally. 

It  occurs,  as  an  objection  to  this,  that  it  may  have 
an  unfavorable  aspect  towards  literature,  by  raising 
the  prices  of  books  in  universal  use,  in  private  fami- 
lies, schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learningr  Bat 
the  difference,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  without 
effect. 

As  to  books  which  usually  fill  the  libraries  of  the 
wealthier  classes,  and  of  professional  men,  such  an 
augmentation  of  prices,  as  might  be  occasioned  by 
"u  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  would  be  too 
little  felt  to  be  an  impediment  to  the  acquisition. 

And  with  regard  to  books  which  may  be  specially 
imported  for  the  use  of  particular  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  of  public  libraries,  a total  exemption 
from  duty  would  be  advisable,  which  would  go  far 
towards  obviating  ine  objection  just  mentioned.  They 
are  now  subject  to  a duty  of  five  per  cent. 

As  to  the  books  in  most  general  family  use,  the 
Constancy  and  Universality  of  the  demand  would 
insure  exertions  to  furnish  them  at  home ; and  the 
means  are  completely  adequate.  It  may  also  be  ex- 
pected ultimately,  in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  that  the 
extension  of  the  domestic  manuficture  would  con- 
duce to  the  cheapness  of  the  article. 

It  ought  not  to  pass  unremarked,  that  to  encou- 
rage the  printing  of  books  is  to  encourage  the  ma- 
nufacture of  paper. 

REFINED  SUGARS  AND  CHOCOLATE  are 
among  the  number  of  extensive  and  prosperous  do- 
mestic manufactures. 

Drawbacks  of  the  duties  upon  the  materials,  of 
which  they  are  respectively  made,  in  cases  of  expor- 
tation, would  have  a beneficial  influence  upon  the 
manufacture,  and  would  conform  to  a precedent, 
which  has  been  already  furnished  in  the  instance  of 
molasses,  on  the  exportation  of  distilled  spirits. 

Cocoa,  the  raw  material,  now  pays  a duty  of  one 
cent  per  lb.  while  chocolate,  which  is  a prevailing 
and  very  simple  manufacture,  is  comprised  in  the 
mass  of  articles  rated  at  no  more  than  five  per  cent. 

There  would  appear  to  be  a propriety  in  encou- 
raging the  manufacture,  by  a somewhat  higher  duty, 
on  its  foreign  rival,  than  is  paid  on  the  raw  material. 
Two  cents  per  lb.  on  imported  chocolate  would,  it 
is  presumed,  be  without  inconvenience. 


The  foregoing  heads  comprise  the  most  important 
©f  Lie  several  kinds  of  manufactures,  which  have 
Occurred  as  requiring,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as 
fiaost  proper  for  public  encouragement ; and  such 


measures  for  affording  it,  as  have  appeared  beat  cal,* 
culated  to  answer  the  end,  have  been  suggested. 

The  observations,  which  have  accompanied  this 
delineation  of  objects,  supercede  the  necessity  o£ 
many  supplementary  remarks.  One  or  two,  however, 
may  not  be  altogether  superfluous. 

Bounties  are,  in  various  instances,  proposed  as  one 
species  of  encouragement.. 

It.  is  a familiar  oojection  to  them  that  they'  are 
difficult  to  be  managed,  and  liable  to  frauds.  But 
nei  her  that  difficulty,  nor  tills  danger,  seems  suffi- 
ciently great  to  countervail  the  advantages  ofwhicij. 
they  are  productive,  when  rightly  applied.  And  it  is 
presumed  to  h ive  been  shewn,  that  they  are  in  some 
cases,  particularly  in  the  infancy  of  new  enterprises, 
indispensable. 

Ii  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  guard,  with  ex- 
traordinary circumspection,  the  manner  of  dispensing 
them.  The  requisite  precautions  h ve  been  thought 
of':  but  to  enter  into  the  detail  would  swell  this  re- 
port, already  voluminous,  to  a size  too  inconvenient. 

Ifthe  principle  shall  not  be  deemed  inadmissible, 
the  means  of  avoiding  an  abuse  of  it  will  not  be  likely 
to  present  insurmountable  obstacles.  There  are  use- 
ful guides  from  practice  in  other  quarters. 

Ii  shall,  therefore,  only  be  remarked  here,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  point,  that  any  bounty,  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  manufacture  of  an  article,  cannot  with 
safety  extend  beyond  those  manufactories,  at  which 
the  making  of  the  article  is  a regular  t rade.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  annex  adequate  precautions  to  a 
benefit  of  that  nature,  if  extended  to  every  private 
family,  in  which  the  manufacture  was  incidentally 
carried  on  : and  its  being  a merely  incidental  occu- 
pation which  engages  a portion  of  time,  that  would- 
otherwise  be  lost,  it  can  be  advantageously  carried- 
on,  without  so  special  an  aid. 

The  possibility  of  a diminution  of  the  revenue, 
may  also  present  itself,  as  an  objection  to  the  ar- 
rangements, which  have  been  submitted. 

But  there  is  no  truth,  which  may  be  more  firmly' 
relied  upon,  than  that  the  interests  of  the  revenue 
are  promoted  by  whatever  promotes  an  increase1 
of  national  industry  and  wealth. 

In  proportion  to  the  degree  of  these,  is  the  capa; 
city  of  every  country  to  contribute  to  the  public  trea- 
sury ; and  where  the  capacity  to  pay  is  increased, 
or  even  is  not  decreased,  the  only  consequence  ot‘ 
measures,  which  diminish  any  particular  resource* 
is  a change  of  the  object.  If,  by  encouraging  tht£< 
manufacture  of  an  article  at  home,  the  revenue* 
which  has  been  wont  to  accrue  from  its  importation,, 
should  be  lessened,  an  indemnification  can  easily  be, 
found,  either  out  of  the  manufacture  itself,  or  from, 
some  other  object,  which  may  be  deemed  more, 
convenient. 

The  measures,  however,  which  have  been  submit-, 
ted,  taken  aggregately,  will,  for  a long  time  to  come^ 
rather  augment  than  decrease  the  public  revenue. 

There  is  little  room  to  hope,  that  the  progress  of 
manufactures  will  so  equally  keep  pace  with  the 
progress  of  population,  as  to  prevent  even  a gradual 
augmentation  of  the  product  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ported articles. 

As,  nevertheless,  an  abolition  in  some  instances* 
and  a reduction,  in  others,  of  duties,  which  have, 
been  pledged  for  the  public  debt,  is  proposed,  it 
essential  that  it  should  be  accompanied  with  a com- 
petent substitute.  In  order  to  this,  it  is  requisite* 
that  all  additional  duties  winch  shall  be  laid,  be. 
appropriated,  in  the  first  instance,  to  replace  alL 
defalcations,  which  may  proceed  frorn^  any  such, 
abolition  or  diminution.  It  is  evident,  at  first  glance* 
that 'they  will  not  o ily  be  adequate  to  this,  but  will 
yield  a considerable  surplus.  This.  surplus  will  sejpge?  -<• 
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First.  To  constitute  a fund  for  paying  the  boun- 
ties which  shall  have  been  decreed. 

Secondly.  To  constitute  a fund  for  the  operations 
of  a board  to  be  established  for  promoting1  arts,  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  commerce.  Of  this  insti- 
tution, different  intimations  have  been  given,  in  the 
course  of  this  report.  An  outline  of  apian  for  it  shall 
Row  be  submitted. 

Let  a certain  annual  sum  be  set  apart,  and  placed 
tinder  the  management  of  commissioners  not  less 
than  three,  to  consist  of  certain  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment and  their  successors  in  office. 

Let  these  commissioners  be  empowered  to  apply 
the  fund  confided  to  them,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  emigration  of  artists,  and  manufacturers  in  parti- 
cular branches,  of  extraordinary  importance — to  in- 
duce the  prosecution  and  introduction  of  useful  dis- 
coveries, inventions,  and  improvements,  by  propor- 
tionate rewards,  judiciously  held  out  and  applied — 
to  encourage  by  premiums,  both  honorable  and  lu- 
crative, the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  of  classes, 
iu  relation  to  the  several  objects,  they  are  charged 
with  promoting— -and  to  afford  such  other  aids  to 
those  objects,  as  may  be  generally  designated  by  lav/. 

The  commissioners  to  render  to  the  legislature  an 
annual  account  of  the  transactions  and  disburse- 
ments ; and  all  such  sums  as  shall  not  have  been 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  their  trust,  at  the  end  of 
every  three  years,  to  revert  to  the  treasury,  l't  may 
also  be  enjoined  uppn  them,  not  to  draw  out  the 
m >ney,  but  for  the  purpose  of  some  specific  dis- 
bursement. 

It  may,  moreover,  be  of  use,  to  authorise  them  to 
receive  voluntary  contributions;  making  it  their 
duty  to  apply  them  to  the  particular  objects  for 
which  they  may  have  been  made,  if  any  shall  have 
been  designated  by  the  donors. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  progress  of 
particular  manufactures  lias  been  much  retarded  by 
the  want  of  skilful  workmen.  And  it  often  happens, 
that  the  capitals  employed  are  not  equal  to  the  pur- 
poses of  bringing  from  abroad  workmen  of  a supe- 
rior kind.  Here,  in  cases  worthy  of  it,  the  auxiliary 
agency  of  government  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
useful.  There  are  also  valuable  workmen,  in  every 
branch,  who  are  prevented  from  emigrating  solely 
by  the  want  of  means.  Occasional  aids  to  such  per- 
sons, properly  administered,  might  be  a source  of 
valuable  acquisitions  to  the  country. 

The  propriety  of  stimulating,  by  rewards,  the  in- 
vention and  introduction  of  useful  improvements,  is 
admitted  without  difficulty.  But  the  success  of  at- 
tempts in  this  way  must  evidently  depend  much  on 
the  manner  of  conducting  them.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  placing  of  the  dispensation  of  those  re- 
wards under  some  proper  discretionary  direction, 
where  they  may  be  accompanied  by  collateral  expe- 
dients, will  serve  to  give  them  the  surest  efficacy. — 
St  seems  impracticable  to  apportion,  by  general  rules, 
of  specific  compensations  for  discoveries  unknown, 
and  disproportionate  utility. 

The  great  use,  which  may  be  made  of  a fund  of 
this  nature,  to  procure  and  import  foreign  improve- 
ments, is  particularly  obvious.  Among  these,  the 
article  of  machines  would  form  a most  important 
item-. 

Tiie  operation  and  utility  of  premiums  have  been 
adverted  to — together  with  the  advantages  which 
have  resulted  from  their  dispensation,  under  the  di- 
rection of  certain  public  and  private  societies.  Of 
Li  s,  some  experience  has  been  had  in  the  instance 
of  the  Pennsylvania  society,  for  the  promotion  of 
manufactures  and  the  useful  arts  : but  the  funds  of 
that  association  have  been  too  contracted  to  produce 
mure  than  a very  small  portion  of  the  good  to  which 


■ the  principles  of  it  would  have  led.  It  may  confi- 
dently be  affirmed,  that  there  is  scarcely  any  tiling, 
which  has  been  devised,  better  calculated  to  excite 
a general  spirit  of  improvement,  than  the  institu- 
tions of  this  nature.  They  are  truly  invaluable. 

in  countries,  where  there  is  great  private  wealth, 
much  may  be  effected  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  patriotic  individuals  ; but  in  a community 
situated  like  that  of  the  United  States,  the  public 
purse  must  supply  the  deficiency  of  private  resource. 
In  What  can  it  be  so  useful,  as  in  prompting  and  im- 
proving the  efforts  of  industry  ? 

All  which  is  humblv  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  oj  the  treasury : 


The  war-tax  Laws, 

Passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

As  being  of  the  greater  consequence,  we  have  in* 
serted,  at  length,  the  provisions  for  laying  a direct 
tax,  a tax  upon  stills,  and  a lax  on  certain  pro- 
missory notes — The  other  taxes  are  upon  carriages , 
on  refined  sugar,  on  retailers,  on  sales  at  auction , and 
a duty  on  salt. 

Tiie  carriage  tax  operates  only  on  carriages  kept 


for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  as  follows ; 

On  every  coach  the  yearly  sum  of  $20 

On  every  chariot  or  post  chaise  17 

On  every  phseton  or  coach  pannelled  above  10 

On  every  other  four  wheel  carriage  hanging  on 
steel,  or  iron  springs  7 

On  every  four  wheel  carriage  hanging  on  wood- 
en springs — or  two  wheel  carriage  on  steel  or 
iron  spring's  4 


And  upon  every  other  four  or  two  wheel  carriage  2 
On  refined  sugar , the  duty  is  4 cents  per  pound. 
On  Retailers. — This  tax  levies  the  following  am 
nual  duties  on  retail  dealers,  and  if  in  a town  con- 
taining- more  than  one  hundred  families  the  following 


are  the  rates  : 

On  retailers  of  merchandize,  wines  and  spirits  $ 25 
Of  wines  alone  20 

Of  spirits  alone  20 

Of  domestic  spirits  alone  35 

Of  merchandize  other  than  wines  and  spirits  15 
If  in  any  other  place,  other  than  a town  of  that 
size. 

On  retailers  of  merchandize  with  wines  and 
spirits  $15 

Of  wines  and  spirits  alone  15 

Of  Spirits  alone  12 

*Of  domestic  spirits  alone  10 

Of  merchandize  other  than  wines  and  spirits  10 


On  sales  by  auction , ofi  merchandize,  and  ships  or 
vessels.  This  tax  levies  a duty  on  said  articles  of  25 
cents  on  every  $100  of  the  purchase  money,  with 
the  following  proviso — That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  extend  to  any  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  made  pursuant  to 
or  in  execution  of  any  rule,  order,  decree,  sentence 
or  judgment  of  any  court  of  the  United  States  or 
either  of  them,  or  made  in  virtue  or  by  force  of  any 
distress  for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a distress 
is  allowed  by  law  ; or  made  in  consequence  of  any 
bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  pursuant  to  any  law  con- 
cerning bankruptcies  or  insolvencies ; or  made  in 
consequence  of  any  general  assignment  of  property, 
and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  ; or  made  by 

* Distillers,  however,  having  a distiller’s  licence 
may  sell  liquor  at  their  own  distillery  and  of  their 
own  distilling  without  a retailer’s  license,  provided 
they  do  not  retail  less  than  five  gallons  at  a time. 
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or  on  behalf  of  executors  or  administrators;  or  made 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  any  law  of  tlie  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  touching  the  collection  of 
any  tax  or  duty  ; or  disposal  by  auction  of  public 
property  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  state ; nor 
to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  ships,  their 
tackel,  apparel  and  furniture,  or  the  cargoes  there- 
of, which  shall  be  wrecked  or  stranded  within  the 
United  States,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insur- 
ers or  proprietors  thereof. 

On  suit , a duty  of  20  cents  per  bushel  is  imposed, 
the  bushel  esteemed  56  lbs — and  a bounty  allowed 
on  pickled  fish  exported. 

Ail  the  above  acts  are  to  commence  their  operation 
on  the  first  of  January  next,  and  to  continue  in  force 
for  and  during  the  present  war  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, and  for  one  year  thereafter  and  no  longer. 

(C/The  duties  on  goods  imported  were  also  dou- 
bled. 


Captain  Jesse  D Elliot. 

from  tbe  well  known  character  of  captain  Elliot  of  the  Niagara, 
commodore  Perry's  able  second  in  tbe  battle  on  lake  Erie  ('and 
of  whom  tbe  gallant  commodore  so  emphatically  speaks  in  bis 
official  letter  to  the  navy  department,)  we  passed  over  with 
contempt  certain  anonymous  insinuations  as  the  mere  overflow- 
ings of  the  spleen  of  some  creature  that  envied  a reputation  he 
had  not  the  courage  to  aspire  to  for  himself.  But  as  captain 
Elliot  has  seen  proper  to  notice  these  things,  we  further  his 
view  by  recording  the  following. 

From  the  Northern  Centinel.— In  a number  of  papers  has  been 
published  a letter  from  an  officer  of  the  Lawrence,  and  another 
from  a volunteer  on  hoard  that  vessel,  stating  that  the  Niagara  Itacl 
not  taken  an  active  part  in  the  action  of  the  10th  September.  To 
tbe  ignorance  of  the  latter,  we  may  naturally  impute  nis  uneandid 
and  ikUe  statement.  The  former,  we  fear,  will  not  escape  so  easily. 
We  cannot  hut  condemn  the  conduct  of  editors  who,  upon  such 
slight  proof,  have  endeavored  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  a brave 
and  deserving  officer,  w ho  has,  in  more  than  one  instance,  rendered 
the  most  signal  services  to  his  country.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  pub- 
lish the  following  statement  and  documents,  believing  that  they 
will  put  the  enemies  of  captain  Elliot  to  the  blush,  and  place  his 
conduct  in  its  true  light. 

To  the  editor.— Sir,  Some  persons,  actuated  by  base  and  unworthy 
motives,  have  falsely  and  maliciously  caused  the  public  opinion  to 
he  unfavorably  impressed  with  the  conduct  of  captain  Elliot,  in  the 
Niagara,  on  the  lOtli  September.  I believe  there  are  many  who  en- 
tertain the  erroneous  opinion,  that  the  Niagara  rendered  no  assis- 
tance to  the  Lawrence.  Tbe  subjoined  notes  of  captains  Perry  and 
Elliot,  I hope  will  remove  these  impressions;  and  I can,  from  my 
own  knowledge,  declare  captain  Elliot’s  conduct  to  have  been 
such  as  merits  tbe  applause  of  his  country.  His  brave  and  gallant 
conduct  was  signal  to  all  on  board  the  Niagara,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
could  not  have  been  surpassed.  He  remarked  to  me  repeatedly  in 
the  action,  that  we  were  not  as  ciose  alongside  the  enemy  as  he 
wished;  that  we  left  their  long  guns  too  much  superiority;  and 
that  he  was  certain,  it’  close  alongside  the  Queen  Charlotte,  ten 
minutes  would  determine  the  action  in  our  favor. 

From  a few  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the 
enemy  being  formed  very  close  in  a line  ahead,  their  shot  came 
over  us  in  every  direction,  and  repeatedly  hulled  us,  our  position 
being  preserved  as  I believe  the  line  was  intended  to  be  formed. 
During  the  action,  the  Caledonia  was  so  /close  ahead  of  us,  that  we 
were  obliged  frequently  to  keep  the  main-yard  braced  sharp  aback, 
to  avoid  going  ibul  of  her.  Finding  the  Queen  Charlotte  to  make 
sail  ahead  from  our  lire,  as  was  supposed,  captain  Elliot  luilcd  the 
Caledonia  and  ordered  her  In  1m  put  up,  which  was  done,  and  the 
Niagara  passed  ahead  by  filliug  the  main-topsail,  and  setting  the 
jib  am!  lore  and  aft  mainsails.  The  Niagara  then  closet!  in  the 
wake  of  the  Lawrence,  and  continued  the  action  with  the  usual 
vigor  until  the  Lawrence  dropped  astern*,  when,  it  is  well  known, 
that  almost  instantly  the  Niagara  became  abreast  of  the  Detroit 
and  Queen  Charlotte,  which  could  not  have  been  the  case,  had  site 
been  a long  distance  astern. 

I feel  it  iny  duty  also  'to  observe,  that  the  Lawrence,  until  near 
the  close  of  the  engagement,  bore  a greater  proportion  of  the  fire 
of  the  Detroit  ami  Queen  Charlotte,  and  from  the  Detroit’s  long 
guns,  which  pi*m-d  her  through,  she  suffered  considerably  more  in 
every  respect  than  the  Niagara. 

Captain  Eiliot  volunteering  to  bring  into  close  action  all  our 
small  vessels,  which  was  nobly  and  heroically  executed,  aided  by 
the  exertions  of  their  commanders,  produced  the  brilliant  victory 
which  warms  with  just  pride,  the  bosom  of  every  American. 

HUMPHREY  MAG  RATH. 

U.  S.  brig  Niagara , Pul-in-Bay,  September  18. 
SIR— I am  informed  a report  has  been  circulated,  by  some  ma- 
licious person,  prejudicial  to  my  vessel,  when  engaged  with  the 
enemy’s  fleet . I will  thank  you,  if  you  will,  with  candor,  state  to 
me  the  conduct  of  myself,  officers  and  crew. 

Respectfully,  yyur  obedient  sen  ant, 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOT. 
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U.  S.  schooner  Ariel,  Pul-in-Bay,  September  18. 
My  dear  Sir— I received  your  note  last  evening,  alter  1 had  turned 
in  or  should  have  answered  it  immediately.  1 am  indignant  that 
any  report  should  be  circulated  prejudicial  to  your  character,  :.N 
respects  the  action  of  the  loth  instant.  It  affords  mo  great  pleasure, 
that  I have  it  my  power  to  assure  you,  that  the  conduct  of  your- 
self officers  and  crew*, aval  such  as  to  meet  try  warmest  approbation. 
And  I consider  the  circumstance  of  your  volunteering,  anil  bringing 
the  small  vessels  into  close  action,  as  contributing  largely  to  our 
victory.  I shall  ever  believe  it  a premeditated  plan  to  destiMy  our 
commanding  vessel.  I have  no  doubt,  had  not  the  Queen  Charlotte 
have  ran  from  the  Niagara,  from  the  superior  order  I observed  l.vr 
in.  von  would  have  taken  Iter  in  twenty  minute  - 
With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I am,  dear  sir.  your  friend  tv-u  obedient 
servant,  O.  II.  FERRY, 

Captain  Elliot . 


Gov ernor  S h el  by, 

Of  Kentucky,  lately  in  Canada  at  the  head  of  Ins  gallant  sons,  it 
will  be  rt collected  had  a sword  awarded  to  him  by  the  legislature 
of  North  Carolina,  many  years  ago.  which  was  happily  presented 
to  the  venerable  warrior  just  before  he  set  out  on  his'expeditioii. 
The  following  correspondence  passed  on  the  occasion — 

Executive  office,  N.  C.  Raleigh.  .Tidy  IT. 

Sir— In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  toe  general  assembly  of 
this  state,  passed  at  their  late  session,  I have  the  honor  of  tcmiei  ing 
you  the  SWORD  which  this  letter  accompanies,  as  a testimony 
of  the  distinguished  claim  you  have  on  tbe  gratitude  of  the  stat< , 
for  your  gallantry  in  achieving,  with  your  brothers  in  arms,  the 
glorious  victory  over  the  British  forces  commanded  by  colopcl 
Ferguson,  at  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain  on  the  immovable  7th 
of  October,  1780. 

This  tribute  of  respect,  though  bestowed  at  a protracted  period, 
will  not  he  considered  the  less  honorable  on  that  account,  wlie  i 
you  are  informed  that  it  is  in  unison  with  a resolution  of  the  general 
assembly  passed  in  the  year  1781,  which,  from  some  cause  not 
well  ascertained,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  was  not  complied  with. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  make  you  an  expression  of  the  high  giruifiea- 
tion  felt  by  me  at  being  made  the  favored  instrument  to  present  to 
you  in  the  name  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  this  testimonial  of 
gratitude— this  meed  of  valor;  and  to  remark,  that  Contending  as 
wo  are  at  tie  present  time,  with  the  same  foe,  for  our  just  rights,  the 
ph  asing  hope  may  be  entertained,  that  the  valorous  deeds  of  the 
heroes  of  our  revolution  will  animate  the  soldier  of  th<*  existing 
war,  and  nerve  his  arm  in  laudable  emulation  to  like  achievements’. 

I beg  you  to  accept  an  assurance  of  the  great  consideration  and 
respect,  with  which  1 have  tire  honor  to  be.  sir.  your  obedi-nu  ser- 
vant, WILLIAM  HAWKINS. 

His  excellency,  Isaac  Shelby, 

Governor  of  Kentucky. 

Government-House,  Frankfort,  Ken.  August  25///,  1813. 

SIR— On  the  23d  inst.  I had  the  honor  of  receiving  ypuf  letter 
of  the  17th  ult.  tendering  to  me  a sword,  which  accompanied  if, 
bestowed  by  North  Carolina  as  a testimony  of  the  flattering  senti- 
ments which  she  entertained  in  relation  to  my  conduct  in  the  affair 
of  the  7th  of  October,  1780,  on  King’s  Mountain. 

Engaged  as  my  beloved  contry  then  was  in  a struggle  for  every 
thing  that  was  dear  to  man,  she  had  a right  to  expert  the  zealous 
exertions  of  her  citizens  in  her  behalf  Devoted  to  the  cause  of  my 
country,  impelled  by  a high  seme  of  the  obligations  I owed  he;*, 
and  by*  an  utter  aversion  to  the  tyranny  which  was  endeavoring  to 
oppress  her,  I freely  participated  in  those  exertions  which  led  to, 
and  that  conflict  wliicli  terminated  so  favorably  to  our  arms,  and 
evidently  gave  a favorable  turn  to  the  revolutionary  war,  and  in 
relation  to  which  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  have  been  pleas- 
ed to  express  themselves  in  a manner  the  most  flattering  to  my 
feelings. 

If  the  free-born  sons  of  America  wanted  a stimulus  to  draw 
them  forth  in  defence  of  her  rights,  other  than  a conviction  that 
upon  their  exertions  depended  the  continuance  of  those  rights,  it 
might  be  found  in  the  heart-f  it  satisfaction  derived  from  the  con- 
solation of  having  merited  and  received  the  applause  of  a grateful 
country  fin* the  toils  and  clangers  encountered  in  her  behalf. 

Having  lived  ten  years  of  the  happiest  part  of  my  life  in  Ncrth- 
Carolina,  and  having  received  repeated  marks  of  the  partiality  of 
my  fellow-citizens  in  that  government, during  my  residence  amongst, 
them,  I have  ever  entertained  the  warmest  feelings  of  fraternal 
affection, and  good  will  for  them.  And  I now  accept,  with  vem  ration 
and  respect,  tiiis  honorable  pledge  of  a conpuuanee  of  their  at- 
fection. 

With  considerations  of  high  respect  and  esteem,  I have  the  honor 
to  he  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  SHE  I BY. 

His  excellency , William  Hawkins , 

Governor  of  N.  Carolina. 


Vermont  Militia. 

Brigadier  general  Jacob  Davis,  who  was  charged 
with  his  excellency  governor  Chittenden’s  proclama- 
tion, immediately  repaired  to  the  army  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  executing  his  orders.  We  learn  that  after 
making  his  errand  known,  lie  was  arrested  and  teh.es 
an  a prisoner  to  Plattsburgh. 
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Cantonment,  Plattsburgh , A 'ov.  15,  1815. 

To  his  excellency  > far  tin  Chittenden,  esq.  governor , 

captain-general  and  commander  in  chief,  in  and  over 

li  e slate  of  Vermont. 

Ss« — A most  iovel  and  extraordinary  proclam 
tion  from  your  excellence,  ‘‘ordering  and  directing 
such  portion  of  ..he  militia  of  th  in  iru  brigade  in 
the  third  division  of  lie  xn i iitia  of  Vermont,  now- 
doing  duty  in  the  state  of  New-York,  both  officers 
and  men,  form  with  to  return  to  the  respective  places 
of  their  residences”  has  just  been  communicated  to 
the  undersigned  officers  of  said  brigade.  A measure 
so  unexampled,  requires  we  should  slate  to  your  ex- 
cellency, the  reasons  winch  induce  us  absolutely 
and  positively  io  refuse  obedience  to  the  order  con- 
tained m your  excellency  V,  proclamation.  Wit h due 
def*rejnce  to  your  xc  llencv’s  opinion,  we  humbly 
conceiv  that  when  we  are  ordered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  S:  -;tes,  it  becomes  our  duty,  when  re- 
quire i,  to  march  .o  the  defence  of  any  section  of  the 
un:  .n  We  e not  of  that  class  who  believe  that 
Our  duties  as  citizens,  or  soldiers  are  circumscribed 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  town  or  state  in 
which  We  reside  ; but  that  we  are  under  a paramount 
obligation  to  our  common  country,  to  the  great  con- 
federacy of  states.  We  further  conceive  that  while 
we  are  in  actual  service,  and  during  the  period  for 
which-we  were  ordered  into  service,  your  excellen- 
cy’s power  over  us,  as  governor  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, is  suspended. 

If  it  is  true,  as  your  excellency  states,  that  “ we 
are  out  of  the  jurisdiction  or  control  of  the  execu- 
tive of  Vermont,”  vve  would  ask  from  whence  yoilr 
excellency  derives  the  right,  or  presumes  to  exercise 
the  power  of  ordering  us  to  return  from  the  service 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged  ? If  we  were  legally 
ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  your 
excellency  must  be  sensible  that  you  have  no  authori- 
ty to  order  us  out  of  that  service.  If  v/e  were  ille- 
gally ordered  into  the  service,  our  continuance  in  it, 
is  either  voluntary  or  compulsory.  If  voluntary,  it 
gives  no  one  a right  to  remonstrate  or  complain  ; if 
compulsory,  we  can  appeal  to  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try for  redress  against  those  who  illegally  restrain 
Us  of  our  liberty.  In  either  case,  we  cannot  per- 
ceive th®  right  your  excellency  has  to  interfere  in 
the  business.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  we 
conceive  it  our  duty  to  declare  unequivocally  to  your 
excellency,  that  we  shall  not  obey  your  excellency’s 
order  for  returning ; but  shall  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice of  our  country  until  legally  and  honorably 
discharged.  An  invitation  or  order  to  desert  the 
Standard  of  our  country  will  never  be  obeyed  by  us, 
although  it  proceeds  from  the  governor  and  captain 
general  of  V ermont. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper,  that  we  should  content  our- 
selves with  merely  giving  your  excellency  the  rea- 
sons which  prevailed  upon  us  to  disregard  your 
proclamation  ; but  we  are  impressed  with  the  belief, 
that  our  duty  to  ourselves,  to  the  soldiers  under  our 
command,  and  to  the  public,  require  that  we  should 
expose  to  the  world,  the  motives  which  were  in- 
tended to  be  produced,  and  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished by  such  an  extraordinary  proclamation. — W e 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  state  to  your  excellency 
plainly,  our  sentiments  on  this  subject.-— We  consi- 
der your  proclamation  as  a gross  insult  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  in  service  ; inasmuch  as  it  implies 
that  they  are  so  ignorant  of  their  rights  as  to  believe 
you  have  authority  to  command  them  in  their  present 
situation,  or  so  abandoned  as  to  follow7  your  insiduous 
fcdvice.y  We  cannot  regard  your  proclamation  in  any 
'■other  flight  than  as  an  unwarrantable  stretch  of  ex- 
ecutive authority,  issued  from  the  worst  of  motives, 
t,o  effect  the  basest  purposes.  It  is  in  our  opinion, 


a renewed  instance  of  that  spirit  of  disorganization 
and  anarchy  which  is  carried  on  by  a faction,  to 
overwhelm  our  country  with  ruin  and  disgrace.  We 
cannot  perceive  what  other  object  your  excellency 
could  have  in  view  than  to  embarrass  the  operations 
of  die  army,  to  excite  mutiny  and  sedition  among 
ihe  soldiers,  and  to  induce  them  to  desert,  that  they 
might  forfeit  the  wages  to  which  they  are  entitled 
for  their  patriotic  services 

We  have  however  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your 
excellency,  that  although  your  proclamations  have 
been  distributed  among  the  soldiers  by  your  agent 
delegated  for  that  purpose,  they  have  failed  to  pro- 
duce the  intended  effect — and  although  it  may  ap- 
pear incredible  to  your  excellency,  even  soldiers 
have  discernment  sufficient  to  perceive,  that  the 
proclamation  of  a governor  when  issued  out  of  the 
line  of  his  duty,  is  a harmless,  inoffensive,  nugatory, 
document.  They  regard  it  with  mingled  emotions 
of  pity  and  contempt  for  its  author,  and  as  a striking 
monument  of  his  folly, 

Before  wre  conclude,  we  feel  ourselves  in  justice  to 
your  excellency,  bound  to  declare,  that  a knowledge 
of  your  excellency’s  character  induces  us  to  believe, 
that  the  folly  and  infamy  of  the  proclamation  which 
your  excellency  has  put  your  signature  to,  is 
wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  advisers,  with  whom  we 
believe  your  excellency  is  unhappily  encompassed. 

We  are  with  due  respect  your  excellency  ’s  obedi-* 
ent  servants. 


Luther  Dixon,  lieut.  col. 
Elijah  Doe,  jttn.  major. 
Josiah  Grout,  major. 
Charles  Bennet,  captain. 
Jesse  Post,  captain, 
Elijah  W.  Wood,  captain, 
Elijah  Birg^,  captain, 
Martin  I).  Toilet,  capt. 
Amasa  Mansfield,  capt. 
T.  H,  Campbell,  lieut. 

G.  O.  Dixon,  lieut. 


Francis  Norway,  lieut. 
Joshua  Brush,  lieut. 

Daniel  Dodge,  ensign. 
Sanford  Gadcomb,  capt. 
James  Fulling,  qr.  mr. 
Shepard  Beals,  lieut. 

John  Fuss  it,  surgeon. 

Seth  Clarke,  jr.  surg.  mate. 
Thomas  Waterman,  capt. 
Benjamin  Follet,  lieut. 
Hilu  Hill,  surgeon’s  mate. 


of  tfie 

miscellaneous! 

The  conquest  of  Canada,  176l) — From  Ifvme's  His- 
tory of  England,  continued  by  Dr.  Smollett  and 
others,  vol.  10,  page  45,  the  following  is  transcribed  : 
‘In  a word,  general  Amherst  took  possession  of 
.Montreal  and  completed  the  conquest  of  Canada; 
a conquest  the- most  important  of  any,  that  ever  the 
British  army  achieved,  whether  we  consider  the  safety 
of  the  British  colonies  in  America  now  secured  from 
invasion  and  encroachment  ; the  extent  and  fertility  of 
the  country  subdued ; or  the  whole  Indian  commerce 
thus  transfered  to  Great  Britain .” 

The  Argus  and  Pelican.  The  tonnage  of  the  late 
U.  S.  brig  Argus,  is  thus  given — 

Dimensions  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Argus,  built  in  Boston ^ 
by  Air.  Edmund  IlavU 
Length  of  keel,  for  tonnage,  80  ft.  T 
Breadth  of  beam,  do.  28  do.  v298  tons. 

Depth  of  hold,  do.  12  ft.  8 in.  J 68-95/7/s. 

A London  paper  of  the  31st  August  lias  the  foL 

lowing- “ The  Pelican  brig  of  18  guns,  which  sq 

nobly  captured  the  Argus  American  sloop  of  war,  was*, 
commanded  by  captain  Searie,  when  she  beat  tbe 
French  frigate  Medea,  of  44  guns  into  Guadaloupe, 
after  an  action  of  two  hours,  in  the  year  1799.” 

The  “Pelican  brig”  is  twice  as  large  and  twice  as 
strong  as  the  “Argus  sloop  of  war.” 

A very  handsome  and  effectual  fort,  built  by  the 
detached  militia  at  Portland,  has  been  called  For,! 
Burrows } in  honor  of  the  conqueror  the  J&Qg&f' 
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Letters  to  the  editor  from  Chilicothe  of  the  lt>  ■* 
-and  20lh  ult  give  the  following  list  of  the  British 
prisoners  then  at  that  place.  The  officers  on  parole 
are : 

Lieutenant-colonel  Warburton,  major  Chambers, 
D.  A.  Q.  M.  G.;  major  Muir,  41st  regiment ; cap- 
tain Dorensev,  41st  vio. ; captain  M‘Coy,  do.  captain 
Hill,  do. ; captain  Tellan,  do. ; captain  Dixon,  royal 
.engineer ; lieutenant  Hale,  41st  regiment;  lieuten- 
•nt  Watson,  41st  do.;  lieutenant  Lain,  do.;  lieuten- 
ant Jeboult,  do. ; lieutenant  O’Kcef  ■,  da.;  l.eutenant 
Geale,  do.;  lieutenant  Purvies,  royal  avy  ; lieuten- 
ant S' okoe#do.  do. ; lieutenant  Bremn  r.  provincial 
do.;  lieutenant  llolette,  do.  do.;  lieutenant  Irvi  i , 
royal  navy;  lieutenant  Garden,  royal  Newfoundland 
regiment;  lieutenant  Holmes,  light  dragoons;  en- 
sign Hompessen,  41st  regiment ; ensign  Cochran, 
do. ; ensign  Jones,  do ; A.  B.  Garden,  gentleman, 
volunteer  royal  navy ; John  Richardson,  do.  41st 
regiment ; James  Lamg,  cadet,  41sl  regiment ; John 
Campbell,  master’s  mate,  R.  P.  N. ; G.  Collins,  oo. 
do.  royal  navy  ; John  Fearson,  do.  do. ; James  For- 
tier, do.  do.;  Robert  Nelson,  Midshipman. 

Number  and  description  of  non-comnussioned  officers, 

musicians  and  privates,  prisoners  at  “Camp  Bull,” 

Chilicothe. 


Forty  first  regiment,  - 

480 

R <y:il  Navy,  .... 

114 

Royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  - 

59 

Royal  Artillery,  - 

8 

Royal  Veteran  Battalion,  - 

4 

Canadian  Light  Dragoons,  - 

” 13 

Aggregate 

678 

Note.  “Since  tiie  above  list  was  drawn  oft  al 
40  prisoners,  > ho  were  left  at  Detroit , and  other 
posts  wounded  and  sick,  have  arrived  at  Chilicothe — 
oih.TS  yet  remain.” 

On  the  20th,  the  whole  of  the  British  prisoners 
taken  by  Harrison,  took  boats  to  descend  the  rivers 
Scioto  and  Ohio  to  Newport , Kentucky,  where  there 
are  barracks  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

While  at  Chilicothe,  the  British  officers  strictly 
maintained  that  high  reputation  for  modesty  and  p oo  l' 
order  that  belongs  to  the  unassuming  character  of 
their  nation.  Two  or  three  of  them  were  put  in  the 
common  jail  for  violating  tbe  laws  of  civil  society  ; 
and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  was  scarcely  pre- 
vented from  the  commission  of  a deed  (on  a little 
girl  10  or  12  years  old,)  that  might  have  brought 
him  to  t’ne  gallows.  The  Kentuckians  will  keep  them 
in  due  bounds. 

We  fear  that  a good  many  of  the  prisoners  taken 
by  Harrison  and  Perry  have  made  their  escape  ; as 
we  have  heard  of  several  instances  of  desertion  to 
save  themselves  from  returning  to  the  service  of 
their  “most  gracious”  master.  Poor . fellows  ! we 
pity  them  and  would  let  them  run,  if  it  were  not 
that  we  wanted  them  for  exchange. 

Speaking  of  Harrison’s  victory  an  English  paper 
printed  in  Rhode  Island,  has  the  following*  remark : 
“ Its  was  the  triumph  of  a cloud  of  Kentucky  savages 
over  a handful  of  the  enemy’s  troops — no  more  than 
a march,  and  the  capture,  without  fighting,  of  a few 
brave  mem!” 


1.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States— Cabled  on  thag  anchor 

no  can  move. 

2.  Union—’*  The  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  our  real  irrdepen 
deuce.” 

3.  The  President  of  the  United  States. 

4.  The  American  navy— Wp  claim  the  trident  of  the  western 
si  as. 

5.  Truxton  the  brave — No  Insurgent  against  my  country’s  rights 
— i'engecnct  is  mine. 

6.  Pivble  before  Tripoli— I pay  my  tribute  from  the  cannon’s 
mouth. 

7.  Commodore  Decatur— Your  two  fold  honors  are  your  coun- 
try's pride. 

8.  Captain  Trippe— 11  to  36— no  fearful  odds  where  glory  b the 
boon. 

9.  Somers,  Wadsworth  and  Israel— You  herald  your  fame  to 
the  mansions  above. 

10.  The  modest  Hull— The  Warrior  beaten  and  your  crest  not 
raised. 

1 1. 1'he  generous  and  accomplished  commodore  Bainbfidge  -His 
feathered  arrow  soothes  the  anguish  of  the  vanquished  foe. 

12.  Lawrence,  Allen  and  Burrows— A train  of  satellites  in  the 
Constellation  of  Washington. 

13.  Captain  Join  s— You  do  for  Frolic  what  we  would  for  grave; 

14.  Captain  Elliot— He  won  the  Lymnadt  s of  rude  Erie’s  deep. 

15.  Commodore  Chauncey — Thrice  did  Achilles  chase  Hector 
round  the  walls  of  Troy. 

16.  Commodore  Perry— The  hero  of  the  lake — could  Nelson  have 
done  more  ? 

17.  The  naval  officers  of  the  United  States — All— all  choice  spi- 
rits ot  Columbia’s  growth. 

18.  The  fair — They  smile  benignly  on  the  trophies  of  the  brave. 
Commodore  Bambridge  made  his  public  entre  in- 
to Philadelphia  on  Saturday  last,  with  military  escort, 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people. 

The  British,  off  the  eastern  coast,  are  capturing 
many  small  vessels  laden  with  provisions  ! “Under- 
stood r 

MILITARY. 

The  northern  amnies — In  the  official  letters  inserted 
below,  with  the  other  details  apparently  worthy  of 
reliance,  the  reader  will  perceive  a pretty  complete 
history  of  the  late  transactions  in  the  north.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  offer  one  word  by  way  of  com- 
ment at  tliis  time ; but  shall  briefly  notice  a few 
facts,  &c.  that  have  readied  us  from  other  sour- 


ces— 

Brig.  gen.  Covington  died  of  Ills  wounds  on  the' 
13th  ult.  He  was  a native  of  „ Maryland  and  one  of 
IV  ay  tie’s  favorite  pupils,  having  commanded  the  ca- 
valry m his  memorable  battle  with  the  indians,  at  the 
Rapids  of  tiie  Miami,  in  1794.  Without  deprecia-' 
ting*  the  character  of  any,  he  was  accounted  one  of' 
the  very  best  officers  in  the  service — a braver  man 
never  fell  on  the  embattled  field  ; for  lie  was  “every 
inch  a soldier.”  He  had  (what  is  exceedingly  want- 
ed) great  practical  knowledge  of  all  that  appertains 
to  a military  life,  and  his  loss,  like  that  of  Pike’s, 
will  be  severely  felt  by  his  country.  He  was  shot 
with  a musket  ball  through  the  bowels.  It  is  said 
that  a British  brigadier-general  Fraser,  was  killed 
in  the  affair. 

Major-general  Harrison  arrived  at  New-Tork  on 
the  28lh  ult.  He  left  his  army  in  winter  quarters  at 
Sackett’s  Harbor  ; where  Chauncey,  having  brought 
that  army  down  from  fort  George,  was  about  to  lay 
up  his  fleet  for  the  season.  The  secretary  of  war  is 
reported  on  his  return  to  the  seat  of  government. 

The  affair  of  general  Bimwii,  briefly  mentioned  it) 
general  Wilkinson’s  despatch,  is  thus  stated,  (but  we 
shall  have  the  particulars  by  and  bye) — “theadvance, 
under  Brown , had  a smart  action  with  the  enemy 
about  the  same  time,  fifteen  miles  below,  in  which 
major  Forsyth  received  two  flesh  wounds,  not  dan- 
id  the  result  of  this  action  was,  the  capture 


gerous, 

The  late  British  schooner  High  Flyer,  captured  \from  the  jMtishofffive  pieces  of  artillery,  between  one 
r rfi  ? a Gnt  *ngale’  k‘‘ls  keen  sold  at  auction  hundred  prisoners,  and  a very  large  quantity 

>®r  11,000.  Uf  military  stores.” 

Commodore  Bainbridge  has  lately  visited  the  seat  We  have  yet  to  receive  many  things  of  consider.! 


of  government,  while  there  the  citizens  of  George- 
town invited  him  to  an  entertainment;  among  the 
guests  were  captain  Norris,  lieutenants  .>/* Call,  and 
Forrest.  After  the  feag,t  the  following  toasts  were 
dr  auk; 


ble  interest  as  well  respecting*  Brown’s  battle  as  of 
the  obstinate  contest  that  Boyd  had  with  the  enemy 
— in  which,  it  appears,  each  party  claims  the  victory. 
The  loss  seems  nearly  equal  on  both  sides, 
i It  is  stated  that  generals  Hull,  Winchester  and  Toy 
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for,  colonel  I+erjis,  and  major  Madison,  are  at  last 
exchanged. 

General  Hampton  is  said  to  be  on  his  way  to  the 
seat  of  government.  Izard  in  command  at  Hiatts - 
burg  and  Parker  at  Darlington.  Major-general 
Wilkinson  is  yet  seriously  indisposed,  as  is  also 
major-general  Leids. 

The  following  neat  and  appropriate  proclamation 
was  issued  by  general  Wilkinson  on  entering  Canada. 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 

«' Major-general  and  commander  in  chief  of  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Canadas,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof : 
The  .army  of  the  United  States  which  I have  the 
honor  to  command,  invades  these  provinces  to  con- 
quer, and  not  to  destroy ; to  subdue  the  forces  of 
Ids  Britannic  majesty,  not  to  war  against  his  unof- 
fending subjects — Those,  therefore,  among  you, 
who  remain  quiet  at  home,  should  victory  incline  to 
the  American  standard,  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property.  But  those  who  are  found  in 
arms,  must  necessarily  be  treated  as  avowed  enemies. 

To  menace  is  unjust — to  seduce  dishonourable — 
Yet  it  is  just  and  humane  to  place  these  alternatives 
before  you. 

Done  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  United  States, 
this  sixth  day  of  November,  1813,  near  Ogdensburg, 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

(Signed)  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Bv  the  general’s  command, 

(Signed)  N.  PINKNEY, 

Major  and  aid-de-camp. 

The  Democratic  Press  of  the  29th,  says — **  By  ad- 
vices received  from  general  Wilkinson’s  army,  we 
understand  that  in  consequence  of  a letter  received 
from  general  Hampton,  positively  refusing  to  join 
the  army  under  general  Wilkinson  at  St.  Regis,  a 
consultation  among  the  officers  took  place,  of  which 
tlie  following  is  the  result : for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  our  correspondent.  The  letter  to  us  is 
dated  at  Salmon  river,  French  Mills,  15th  Novem- 
ber 1813. 

Extract  from  the  general  order  of  general  Wilkinson, 
of  the  Y&th  J\ovember. 

“ The  troops  are  to  embark  without  loss  of  time, 
yet,  arc  not  to  be  hurried  in  leaving  the  Canadian 
shore,  from  whence  the  commander  in  chief  is  com- 
pelled to  retire  by  the  extraordinary,  unexampled, 
and  it  appears  unwarrantable  conduct  of  major-ge- 
neral Hampton,  in  refusing  to  join  this  army  with  a 
division  of  4000  men  under  his  command,  agreeable 
to  positive  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
as  he  has  been  assured,  by  the  secretary  at  war,  of 

explicit  instructions  from  the  war  department. 

Thus  deprived  of  a large  portion  of  his  promised 
force,  the  commander  in  chief  feels  himself  bound 
by  a sense  of  regard  to  this  meritorious  corps,  and 
of  sacred  duty  to  the  United  States,  to  spare  the 
lives  of  brave  men,  and  not  to  hazard  the  character 
or  interest  of  the  nation,  by  an  unequal  conflict.— 
He  with  lively  regret,  and  the  deepest  mortification, 
suspends  the  destined  attack  upon  Montreal.  But 
he  assures  this  army  that  it  is  not  abandoned .” 

A letter  from  the  army  said  to  be  under  date  of 
the  lyi-ii,  assures  that  contrary  to  expectation,  gen. 
Hampton  had,  with  his  army,  joined  the  army  under 
general  Wilkinson,  and  that  confident  expectations 
were  entertained  that  the  object  of  the  campaign 
would  yet  be  attained. 

Col.  Dix,  of  the  14th  reg.  a very  valuable  officer, 
died  of  an  inflammation  in  the  lungs  on  the  mornimr 
of  the  14th.  & 

The  foregoing  appear  to  be  all  the  material  facts 
relating  to  Hampton’s  division,  necessary  to  notice, 
at  present,  that  are  not  detailed  below. 


From  this  division  we  have  had  many  reports-, 
as  usual,  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  discern  the 
truth.  It  appears  that  that  army  is  at  Platt sbvrg , in 
winter  quarters — Com.  M Donough  was  also  there 
with  his  flotilla  on  the  17lli— he  was  to  sail  next  day 
with  the  sick  for  Burlington,  and  then  proceed  to 
While  Hall  to  lay  up  his  vessels.  The  British  were 
supposed  to  be  frozen  up  at  tiie  Isle  of  Noix,  as 
there  was  considerable  ice  on  the  lake.  Good  sleigh- 
ing in  Ver  mont. 

The  following  from  the  Plattsburg  paper,  may  be 
accepted  as  a semi-official  account  of  the  affair,  in 
which  300  British  beat  80o0  Americans,  see  page  202., 

Plattsburgh,  JYov.  13. — Many  representations  hav- 
ing been  made,  some  of  them  designedly  erroneous, 
with  respect  to  general  Hampton’s  late  expedition, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  communicate  the  follow- 
ing statement  which  is  from  a source  which  cannot 
but  be  correct,  and  for  the  truth  of  which  we  can 
freely  vouch. 

CoMivnmicATioir. — Our  army  under  gen.  Hampton, 
moved  from  Chateaugav  on  the  21st  Oct.  and  arrived 
at  its  position  at  Sears  on  the  22d.  Thus  having 
with  incredible  labor,  surmounted  24  miles  of  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  route,  through  the  exten- 
sive and  almost  impassible  forest,  which  bounds  the 
Canada  line.  After  four  or  five  miles  of  open  coun- 
try, another  forest  of  6 or  7 miles  is  opposed  to  their 
march,  (which  was  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  ri- 
ver.) This  the  enemy  had  made  almost  an  intire  for- 
tification by  crossing  it  with  felled  trees  interspersed 
with  breast  works  and  ditches : through  these  ob- 
structions the  enemy  was  to  be  assailed — a part  of 
their  forces  consisting  of  light  troops  and  Indians, 
were  posted  in  these  defences,  while  the  main  body, 
commanded  by  sir  George  Prevost  in  person,  was 
lodged  in  the  rear,  fortified  with  batteries  and  can- 
non. The  hardships  our  army  had  endured,  the 
continual  rams  that  were  falling,  and  the  obstruc- 
tions in  front  would  have  damped  the  ardor  of  troops 
less  disposed  to  disregard  all  sufferings  and  perils 
in  pursuit  of  glory  and  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try— but  on  the  contrary,  partaking  largely  of  the 
spirit  which  inspired  their  commander  in  chief,  eve- 
ry individual  seemed  uncommonly  emulous  of  the 
enterprize. 

It  was  believed  that  the  obstructions  could  not  be 
forced  by  our  main  body,  without  great  loss.  To 
avoid  this,  the  light  companies  and  a regiment  of 
infantry  were  detached  at  dark,  on  the  evening  of 
the  25tli,  to  proceed  on  the  opposite  (s.  e.)  side  of 
the  river  to  a fording  place  below  the  enemy’s  ad- 
vance ; which  they  were  to  cross  and  attack  the  ene- 
my in  flank  and  rear,  while  the  main  body  should 
attack  in  front ; and  thus,  destroy  the  enemy’s  de- 
fence at  a blow.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
incessant  rain,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  wood  the 
guide  who  conducted  this  detachment  having  lost 
ills  way,  the  party  did  not  arrive  at  the  proposed 
point.  * The  battalion  of  the  10th  regt.  consisting 
of  about  200  men,  were  at  the  appointed  time,  (3 
o’clock  P.  M.  on  the  26th)  at  the  entrance  of  the 
obstructed  wood,  waiting  the  attack  of  our  troops 
on  the  enemy’s  flank,  which  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  them  to  advance.  At  this  moment  the  enemy 
commenced  a fire  on  this  battalion,  who  promptly 
returned  it,  then  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
their  lurking  places,  dispersing  them  and  intirely 
silencing  their  fire;  in  this  we  had  only  one  mau 
killed  and  some  three  or  four  wounded.  At  this 
moment  the  firing  commenced  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  with  some  of  the  light,  companies  ; and 
it  was  here,  and  not  in  either  of  the  main  divisions 
of  the  army  that  any  serious  loss,  or  the  least  con- 
fusion occurred ; the  enemy  was,  however,  soon  <Ji3» 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


233 


Dep3ell  this  quarter  also.  After  waiting  some  time  tilla,  and  opened  a fire  upon  us,  which  obliged  me 
for  the  renewal  of  the  enemy’s  attack,  the  main  bo-  to  order  a battery  of  18  pounders  to  be  planted,  am! 
1,1  u e 3 ’ a shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  ot  the  enemy  tr 


retire,  together  with  their  troops,  after  some  firing* 
between  the  advanced  parties.  Bothy  this  time,  in 
consequence  of  disembarking'  and  re -embarking  the 
heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far  spent,  that  our  pilot.; 
did  not  dare  enter  the  Saut,  (eight  miles  a continued 


\y  0f  our  army  fell  back  slowly  and  in  good  order  ; 
the  enemy  not  daring  to  show  themselves  or  m the 
least  to  interrupt  their  march  to  u position  4 miles 
from  the  place  of  action.  Here  they  were  short lv 
after  joined  by  the  detached  party  who  had  had 
some  further  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  ot  no 

81’ 
day 

only  failure  of  the  expedition  r - ... 

miscarriage  of  the  guide,  which  disconcerted  a plan  ceiveduo  intelligence  from  gen.  Brown,  I was  still 
which  otherwise  must  have  led  to  the  capture  ot  u 
considerable  portion  of  the  enemy’s  force  and  the 


•«at  account.  At  this  phfce  they  remained  several  rapid)  and  therefore  we  fell  uown  about  two  miles 
xys  without  receiving  the  least  molestation.  The  and  came  to  for  the  night.  Early  next  morning  eve  - 
, V failure  of  the  exi  edition  is  attributable  to  the  ry  thing  was  m readiness  for  motion  ; but  having  re- 


complete  destruction  of  lus  plan  ot  defence. 

The  major-general  deserves  ihe  highest  encomiums  j 
for  skill  and  sagacity  exhibited  in  ins  excellent  ar- 
rangement. 

Our  actual  total  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  miss- 
ing, does  not  exceed  35  men.  The  whole  or  our 
force  engaged  did  not  exceed  225  men  on  tne  side 
where  the  greatest  force  of  the  enemy  was  opposed 
* — the  other  regiments  did  not  arrive  until  the  mo- 
ment when  die  enemy  were  retiring,  _ and  were  only 
formed  in  line,  but  took  no  part  in  the  engagement. 
The  reason  why  the  enemy  were  not  pushed  further 
in  this  point  is  well  known  to  be  solely  that  the  crisis 
of  the  campaign  had  not  yet  sufficiently  advanced 
more  for  serious  operations  in  that  quarter. 

' OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

From  the  Albany  Argus  Extra. 

VROtf  GEN.  WILKINSON  TO  HIE  S ECUS  TAUT  AT  WAR. 

Head-quarters  French  Mills,  adjoining  the  province  of 

Lower  Canada,  November  Id,  1813. 

Sir — I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal  which 
accompanies  this  letter,  lor  ihe  particulars  ot  the 
movements  of  the  corps  under  my  command,  down 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavor  to  exert  my 
enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the  more  striking  and 
important  incidents  which  have  ensued  my  depar- 
ture from  Grenadier  Island  at  the  foot  of  lake  Onta- 
rio, on  the  3d  inst. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston  which  fol- 
lowed me  hung  on  my  rear,  and  in  concert  with  a 
heavy  galley  and  a few  gun  boats,  seemed  determin- 
ed to  retard  our  progress.  I was  strongly  tempted 
to  halt,  turn  about  and  put  an  end  to  ids  teazing  ; 
hut  alas  ! I was  confined  to  my  bed  ; major-general 
Lewis  was  too  ill  for  any  active  exertion  ; and  above 
all,  I did  not  dare  suffer  my  self  to  be  diverted  a sin- 
gle day  from  the  prosecution  of  the  views  of  govern- 
ment. I had  written  maj.  gen.  Hampton  on  the  6th 


delayed, as  sound  caution  prescribed!  should  learn  the 
result  of  his  affair,  before  I committed  the  flotilla 
to  the  Saut.  At  half  past  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  an  offi- 
cer of  dragoons  arrived  with  a letter,  in  which  the 
general  informed  me  he  had  forced  the  enemy,  and 
would  reach  the  foot  of  the  Saut  early  in  the  day. — 
Orders  were  immediately  given  for  the  flotilla  to  sail, 
at  which  instant  the  enemy’s  gun-boats  appeared,  and 
began  to  throw  shot  among  us.  Information  was 
brought  me  at  the  same  time  from  brig.  gen.  Boyd, 
that  the  enemy’s  troops  were  advancing  in  column. 

I immediately  sent  orders  for  him  to  attack  them  ; 
this  report  was  soon  contradicted.  Their  gun- bouts 
however  continued  to  scratch  us,  and  variety  of  re- 
ports ot  their  movements  and  counter  movements 
were  brought  to  me  in  succession  ; which  convinced 
me  of  their  determination  to  hazard  an  attack,  when 
it  could  be  dona  to  the  greatest  advantage, — and 
therefore  I resolved  to  anticipate  them.  Directions 
were  accordingly  sent  by  that  distinguished  officer 
col.  Swift,  of  the  engineers,  to  brig',  gen.  Boyd,  to 
throw  the  detachments  of  his  command,  assigned  to 
him  in  the  order  of  the  preceding  day,  and  com- 
posed of  his  own,  Covington’s  and  Swurtwout’s  bri- 
gades, into  three  colums,  to  march  upon  the  enemy, 
outflank  them  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery. 
Tiie  action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  extremely  sharp 
and  galling,  and,  with  occasional  pauses,  not  .sus- 
tained with  great  vivacity,  in  open  space  and  fair 
combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and  a half  hours, — the 
adverse  lines  alternately  yielding  and  advancing.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  what  was  our 
number  on  the  field, — because  it  consisted  of  indefi- 
j nite  detachments  taken  from  the  boats  to  render  saiw 
the  passage  of  the  Saut.  Generals  Covington  aiui 
Svvartwout  voluntarily  took  part  in  the  action,  at  tile 
head  of  detachments  from  their  respective  brigades, 
and  exhibited  die  same  courage  that  was  displayed 
by  brig.  gen.  Boyd,  who  happened  to  be  the  senior 


inst.  by  his  adjutant-general  colonel  King,  and  had  officer  on  the  ground.  Our  force  engaged  might 
ordered  him  to  form  a junction  with  me  on  the  St . have  reached  sikteen  or  seventeen  hundred  men,  but 
Lawrence,  which  I expected  would  take  place  on  actually  did  not  exceed  eighteen  hundred;  that  of 


the  9th  or  10th.  It  would  have  been  unpardonable 
had  I lost  sight  of  this  object  a moment,  as  I deem- 
ed it  of  vital  importance  to  the  issue  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and  intel- 
ligence, which  the  active  universal  hostility  of  the 
fnale  inhabitants  of  the  country  enabled  them  to  em- 
ploy to  the  greatest  advantage.  Thus,  while  me- 
naced by  a force  in  rear,  tiie  coast  was  lined  by  mus- 
ketry in  front,  •at  every  critical  pass  of  the  river, 
which  obliged  me  to  march  a detachment,  and  this 
impeded  my  progress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  inst.  the  army  halted  a 
few  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Longue  Saut.  In  the 


the  enemy  was  estimated  from  twelve  hundred  to 
two  thousand,  but  did  not  probably  amount  to  more 
than  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred — consisting,  as  1 am 
informed,  of  detachments  from  the  49th,  84th  and 
104th  regiments  of  the  line ; with  three  companies 
of  the  Voltigeur  and  Glengary  corps,  and  the  mili- 
tia of  the  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  es- 
timate. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to 
give  you  a detailed  account  of  the  affair,  which  cer- 
tainly reflects  high  honor  on  the  valor  of  the  Ame- 
rican soldier,  as  no  examples  can  be  produced  of 
undisciplined  men,  with  inexperienced  officers, 
braving  a Are  of  two  hours  and  a half,  without  quit- 


morning of  tiie  1 0th,  tiie  enclosed  order  was  issued.)  ting  the  field  or  yielding  to  their  antagonist.  But, 


Brown  marched  agreeably  to  order,  and  about 
noon  we  were  apprized  by  the  report  of  his  artillery, 
that  he  was  engaged  some  distance  below  us.  At 
-the  same  time  the  enemy  were  observed  in  our  rear, 
And  their  galley  and  gu:>-boats  approached  our  flo- 


s;r,  the  information  1 now  give  you,  is  derived  trom 
officers  in  my  confidence,  who  took  active  parts  in 
this  conflict ; for  though  I was  enabled  to  order  the 
attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not  to  be  able  to  lead 
the  troops  I commanded.  The  disease  will* which  I 
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was  assailed  on  the  2d  of  September,  on  my  journey  ■ 
to  Fort  George,  having,  with  a few  short  intervals 
of  convalescence,  preyed  on  me  ever  since,  and  at  the 
moment  of  this  action,  I was  confined  to  my  bed  and* 
emaciated  almost  to  a skeleton,  unable'  to  set  on  my 
horse  or  to  move  ten  paces  without  assistance. 

I must,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing  on 
your  time  a few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  affair. 
The  objects  of  the  British  and  American  comman- 
ders were  precisely  opposed — the  last  being  bound 
by  the  instructions  of  his  government,  and  the  most 
solemn  obligations  of  duty,  to  precipitate  his  de- 
scent of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  every  practicablo 
means ; because  this  being  effected,  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  opposed  to  the  American  arms 
would  be  surmounted ; and  the  first,  by  duties 
-equally  imperious,  to  retard,  and  if  possible,  prevent 
such  descent.  He  is  to  be  accounted  victorious  who 
effected  his  purpose ! The  British  commander, 
having  failed  to  gain  either  of  his  objects,  can  lay  no 
claim  to  the  honors  of  the  day  The  battle  fluctuated, 
and  triumph  seemed,  at  different  times,  inclined  to 
the  contending  corps  Tile  front  of  the  enemy  were 
at  first  forced  back  more  than  a mile,  and,  though 
fiey  never  regained  the  ground  they  lost,  their  stand 
was  permanent  and  their  charges  resolute.  Amidst 
these  charges  and  near  the  close  of  the  contest  we 
lost  a field  piece  by  the  fall  of  the  officer  who  was 
serving  it  with  the  same  coolness  as  if  he  had  been 
at  a parade  of  review.  This  was  lieutenant  Smith,  of 
tiie  light  artillery,  who,  in  point  of  merit,  stood  at 
the  head  of  his  grade.  The  enemy  having  halted  and 
our  troops  being  again  formed  into  battalion  front  to 
fronts  we  resumed  our  position  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  the  infantry  being  much  fatigued,  the 
whole  were  re-embarked  and  proceeded  down  the 
river  without  any  further  annoyance  from  the  enemy 
or  their  gun-boat,  while  the  dragoons  with  five  pieces 
of  light  artillery  marched  down  the  Canada  shore 
w i t h o u t moles  tat  ion . 

It  is  due  to  his  rank,  to  his  worth  and  his  services, 
that  I should  make  particular  mention  of  brigadier- 
general  Covington,  who  received  a mortal  wound 
directly  through  the  body  while  animating  his  men 
and  leading  them  to  the  charge.  He  fell,  where  he 
fought,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  survived  but  two 
clays. 

Tiie  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  through  the 
Saut  and  joined  that  excellent  officer  brigadier-gene- 
ral Brown,  at  Barnharts,  near  Cornwall,  where  he 
had  been  instructed  to  take  post  and  wait  my  arrival, 
and  where  I confidently  expected  to  hear  of  m*j  >r- 
general  Hampton’s  arrival  on  the  opposite  shore.  But 
immediately  after  I halted,  colonel  Atkinson,  the 
inspector  general  of  the  division  under  major-general 
Hampton,  waited  on  me  with  a letter  from  that 
officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable  regret  and 
surprise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered,  and  in- 
formed he  was  marching  towards  lake  Champlain  by 
way  of  co-operating  in  the  proposed  attack  on  Mon- 
treal. This  letter,  together  with  a copy  of  that  to 
which  it  is  an  answer,  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  a counc  il  of  war,  composed  of  my  general  officers 
and  the  colonel  commanding  the  Elite,  the  chief 
engineer  and  the  adjutant-general,  who  unanimously 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  “the  attack  on  Montreal 
should  be  abandoned  for  the  present  season,  and  the 
army  near  Cornwall  should  be  immediately  crossed 
to  the  American  shore  for  taking  up  winter  quar- 
ters, and  that  this  place  afforded  an  eligible  position 
for  such  quarters.” 

1 acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the  short- 
ness of  the  stock  of  provisions,  (which  had  been 
reduced  by  the  acLs  of  God)  because  that  of  our 
meat  j*id  been  increased  five  days,  and  our  bread  ludj 


been  reduced  only  two  days,  and  because  we  could, 
in  case  ol  extremity,  have  lived  on  the  enemy;  but 
because  the  loss  of  the  division  under  major-general 
Hampton  weakened  my  force  too  sensibly  to  justify  v 
the  attempt.  In  all  my  measures  and  movements  of 
moment,  I have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  general 
officers,  which  have  been  in  accord  with  mv  own. 

I remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  next  da}', 
without  seeing  or  hearing  from  the  “powerful  force” 
of  the  enemy  in  our  neighborhood,  and  the  same  day 
reached  the  position  with  the  artillery  and  infantry, 
fbe  dragoons  have  been  ordered  to  Utica  and  i’ll 
vicinity,  and  1 expect  are  fifty  or  sixty  miles  on  the 
march. 

You  have  under  cover  a summary  abstract  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  of  the  11th  inst. 
which  shall  soon  be  followed  by  a particular  return, 
in  which  a just  regard  shall  be  paid  to  individual 
merits.  The  dead  rest  in  honor,  and  the  wounded 
bled  for  their  country  and  deserve  its  gratitude. 

With  perfect  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Extract  of  a letter  of  the  1 5th  of  November  from 
general  Wilkinson. 

“ It  is  a fact,  for  which  I am  authorised  to  pledge 
.myself  on  the  most  confidential  authority,  that  on 
theTourth  of  the  present  month,  the  British  garrison 
of  Montreal  consisted  solely  of  400  marines  and  200 
sailors,  which  had  been  sent  up  from  Quebec.  We 
have  with  the  provisions  here  and  that  left  at  Chata- 
gua}',  about  forty  days  subsistence,  to  which  I shall 
add  thirty  more.” 

Hon  gen.  Armstrong,  secretary  of  Wear. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  a detachment 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  descending  the 
St.  Lawrence  river,  under  the  command  of  m..;jor- 
general  James  Wilkinson,  in  an  action  fought  at 
Wiiliamsburgh  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1813, 

Killed — Subalterns  3,  serjeants  7,  corporals  3,  mu- 
sicians 1,  privates  88— total  102. 

Wounded — Brigadier-general  1,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  f,  aid-de-camp  1,  colonel  1,  major  1,  captains 
5,  subalterns  6,  serjeants  9,  corporals  13,  musician 
1,  privates  198 — total  237. 

Total  killed  and  wounded  339. 

Karnes  of  the  commissioned  officers  killed  and  "wounded. 

Killed— ^Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Smith,  of  the  light 
artillery  ; lieutentant  David  Hunter,  of  the  12th  re- 
giment of  infantry ; lieutenant  Edward  Olmstead^, 
15th  do,  do. 

Wounded — Brigadier-general  Leonard  Covington, 
mortally,  (since  dead)  , major  Talbot  Chambers,  as- 
sistant adj utant -general,  slightly ; rnaj.  Darby  Noon, 
aid-de-camp  to  brigadier-general  Swartwout,  slight- 
ly ; colonel  James  P,  Preston,  of  the  23d  regiment 
infantry,  severely,  his  right  thigh  fractured  ; major 
W.  Cummings,  8th  regiment,  severely ; captain 
Edmund  Foster,  9th  do.  slightly ; captain  David  S. 
Townsend,*  do.  do.  severely;  captain  Mordecai  My- 
ers, 13th  do.  severely  ; captain  John  Campbell,  do. 
slightly  ; captain  John  B Murduck,  25th  do.  slight- 
ly ; lieutenant  Wm.  S.  Heaton,  11th  do.  severely; 
lieutenant  John  Williams  13th  do.  slightly  ; lieut. 
John  Lynch,*  14tii  do.  severely  ; lieutenant  Peter 
Pelham,*  21st  do.  severely;  lieutenant  James  D, 
Brown,  25th  do,  slightly  ; lieutenant  Arcihbald  C. 
Crary,  do.  do.  severely,  in  the  skirmish  the  day  be- 
fore the  action. 

Adjutant  general's  oficey  Read-  Quarters, 

Military  district , JVb.  9,  French  Mills,  N'ov.  1 8 1 3- 
(Signed)  T.  B.  WALBACK,  Adjuiant-gen . 


* Taken  pri^Qiieg. 
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is.  B.  Colonel  Preston  commanded  ine  18- h regi- 
ment of  infantry  during  tlie  action  ; and  m j or  Cum- 
mings did  duty  with  the  16th  regiment  int.mtry  m 
the  action.  , 

From  general  Wilkinson  to  general  Hampton. 

H ad-Qurarters  of  th  - army,  7 miles  above  Ogdeuburg, 
November  6tb,  1813,  (in  tile  evening). 

Sir — I address  you  at  the  special  instance  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  who  by  bad  roads,  worse  weather 
and  .11  health,  was  diverted  from  meeting  me  near 
this  pLice,  and  determined  to  tread  back  his  steps  to 
Washington  from  Antwerp  on  the  29th  ult. 

I am  destined  to  and  determined  on  the  attack  of 
Montreal,  if  not  preven  ed  by  some  act  of  God ; and 
to  g;ve  security  to  the  enterpnze,  tlie  division  under 
your  command  must  co-operate  with  the  corps  undei 
rny  immediate  orders ; the  point  of  rendezvous  is 
the  circumstance  of  greatest  interest  to  the  issue 
of  this  operation,  and  the  distance  which  separates 
us,  and  my  ignorance  of  the  practicability  of  the 
direct  or  devious  roads  or  routs  by  which  you  must 
march,  make  i t necessary  that  your  own  judgment 
should  determine  the  point ; to  assist  you  in  making 
the  soundest  determination,  and  to  the  most  prompt 
and  effectual  measures,  I can  only  inform  you  of  my 
intentions  and  situation  in  some  respects  of  first  im- 
portance. I shall  pass  Prescott  to-night,  because  the 
stage  of  the  season  will  not  allow  me  three  days  to 
take  it,  shall  cross  the  cavalry  at  Hamilton,  which 
will  not  require  a day.  I shall  thence  pass  forward 
and  break  down  every  obstruction  to  tins  river  with 
Grand  river,  there  to  cross  the  Isle  Perrot,  and  with 
my  scows  to  bridge  the  narrow  inner  channel  and 
thus  obtain  foothold  on  Montreal  Island  about  twen- 
five  miles  from  the  city;  after  which  our  artillery, 
bayonets  and  swords  must  secure  our  triumph  or 
provide  us  honorable  graves. 

Enclosed  you  have  a memorandum  of  field  and 
battering  train,  pretty  well  found  in  fixed  ammuni- 
tion, winch  may  enable  you  to  dismiss  your  own  ; but 
we  are  deficient  in  loose  powder  and  musket  car- 
tridges, and  therefore  hope  you  may  be  abundantly 
found. 

0:i  the  subject  of  provisions  I wish  I could  give  as 
favorable  information ; our  whole  stock  of  bread 
may  be  computed  at  about  fifteen  days,  and  our 
pleat  at  twenty.  In  speaking  on  this  subject  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  he  informed  me  ample  magazines 
were  laid  up  on  lake  Champlain,  and  therefore  I must 
request  of  you  to  order  forward  two  or  three  months 
supply  by  the  safest  rout,  in  a direction  to  the  pro- 
posed scene  of  action.  I have  submitted  the  state 
of  our  provisions  to  my  general  officers,  who  unani- 
mously agree  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  progress 
of  the  expedition  ; and  they  also  agree  in  opinion, 
tiiat  if  you  are  not  in  force  to  face  the  enemy,  you 
should  meet  us  at  St.  Regis  or  its  vicinity. 

I shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  see  you  at  that 
place  on  the  9th,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JA.  WILKINSON, 

j Major  general  Hampton. 

F rum  general  Hampton  to  general  Wilkinson. 

Head-Quarters,  Four  Corners,  Nov.  8,  1313. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  a late  hour  last 
evening,  by  colonel  King,  your  communication  of  tlie 
Glh,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility it  imposed  of  deciding  upon  the  means 
of  our  co-operation.  The  idea  suggested  as  the 
opinion  of  your  officers  of  effecting  the  junction  at 
Si.  Regis,  was  the  most  pleasing,  us  most  immediate, 
until  I came  to  the  disclosure  of  the  amount  of  your 
supplies  of  provisions.  Colonel  Atkinson  will  ex- 
plain the  reasons  that  would  have  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  have  brought  more  than  each  man 
could  have  carried  ou  hjs  back  j and  when  I refleqt-  [ 


u *iiat  in  throwing  myself  upon  your  scanty  means, 

I should  be  weakening  you  in  your  most  vulnerable 
point,  I did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  tlie  opinion,  after 
consulting  tlie  general  and  principal  officers,  that  by" 
throwing  myself  back  on  my  main  depot,  when  all 
ine  means  of  transportation  had  gone,  and  falling 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  straining  every  effort  to 
open  a communication  from  Plattsburgh  to  Coghna- 
vvaga,  or  any  other  point  you  may  indicate  on  tlie  St. 
Lawrence,  1 should  more  effectually  contribute  to 
jour  success,  than  by  the  junction  at  St.  llegis.  The 
way  is  in  many  places  blockaded  and  abatted,  and 
the  road  impracticable  for  wheel  carriages  during 
winter — but  by  the,  employment  of  pack  horses,  if  I 
am  not  overpowered,  I hope  to  be  able  to  prevent 
your  starving.  I have  ascertained  and  witnessed  that 
tiie  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  burn  and  comsurne  every 
tiling  in  our  advance.  My  troops  and  other  means 
will  be  described  to  you  by  colonel  Atkinson.  Be- 
sides the.r  rawness  and  sickliness,  they  have  endured 
fatigues  equal  to  a win!  r campaign,  in  the  late 
snows  and  bad  weather,  and  are  sadly  dispirited  and 
fallen  off:  but  upon  the  subject  1 must  refer  you  to 
colonel  Atkinson. 

With  these  means,  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
human  exertion,  I will  attempt.  With  a mind  de- 
voted to  the  general  objects  of  the  campaign,  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  \V.  H AMPTON. 

His  exc.  major-general  James  Wilkinson. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON  TO-  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

Head- Quarters,  French  JS  tills, 

November  18,  1813. 

j Sir — I beg  this  may  beconsidered  as  an  appendage 
[to  my  official  communication  respecting  the  action  of 
the  11th  instant.  1 last  evening  received  the  enclosed 
information,  the  result  of  the  examination  of  sundry 
prisoners,  taken  on  the  field  of  battle,  which  justifies 
the  opinion  of  the  surviving  general  officers  who  were 
in  the  engagement : this  goes  to  prove,  that  although 
tlie  imperious  obligations  of  duty  did  not  allow  me 
sufficient  time  to  route  the  enemy,  they  were  beaten 
— tlie  accidental  loss  of  one  field  piece  notwithstand- 
ing, after  it  had  been  discharged  fifteen  or  twenty 
times.  I have  also  learned,  from  what  is  considered 
good  authority,  but  I will  not  vouch  for  the  correct- 
ness of  it,  that  the  enemy’s  loss  exceeded  five  hun- 
dred killed  and  wounded.  The  enclosed  report  will 
correct  an  error  in  my  former  communications — as  it, 
appears  it  was  the  89ih,  and  not  the  84th  British 
regiment  which  was  engage-.*  on  tlie  1 1th.  I beg 
leave  to  mention,  relative  to  the  action  of  the  llth, 
what,  from  my  extreme  indisposition,  I have  omitted: 
having  received  information  late  in  the  day,  that  the 
contest  had  become -somewhat  dubious,  1 ordered  up 
a reserve  of  six  hundred  men,  whom  I had  directed 
to  stand  by  their  arms,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Up- 
ham,  who  gallantly  led  them  into  the  action,  which 
terminated  a few  minutes  after  their  arrival  on  the 
ground. 

With  much  consideration  and  respect,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ohdt.  humble  servant, 

JAS  WILKINSON. 
The  hon.  John  Armstrong1,  sec’ry  at  war. 


Statement  of  the  strength' of  the  enemy  in  the  action  of 
the  1 1th  November,  1818,  or  Header's  field  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, in  Upper  Canada— founded  on  the  sepa- 
rate examination  of  a number  of  British  prisoners 
taken  on  the  field  of  battle. 


Prescott. 


Of  the  89th  regiment 

760 

49th 

450 

Voltigeur.-j 

270 

Giengary’s 

80 

Of  the  lcUtb. 

40 
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Canadian  Fencibles 

220 

Indians 

40 

Incorporated  militia 

300 

2170 

Four  pieces  of  mounted  artillery ; and  seven  gun- 
boats— one  mounting*  a 24  pounder. 

I certify  that  the  above  statement  is  correct  agree- 
ably to  the  statement  of  the  above  mentioned 
prisoners. 

(Signed)  I.  JOHNSON, 

Inspector-general  2d  division. 

Head-Quarters,  > 

French  Mills , J\'ov.  16,  1813.  5 

, GENERAL  WILKINSON^  ARMY. JOURNAL. 

Grenadier  Island,  October  30. — This  day  the  ad- 
vance corps  of  the  army  left  this  island  under  general 
Brown,  on  a most  important  expedition  to  Canada. 
The  concentration  of  the  expedition  has  been  long 
delayed  by  events  which  none  but  He  who  holds  the 
winds  and  waves  in  control,  could  have  averted. 

JYov.  2. — The  day  the  rear  division  of  the  expedi- 
tion sailed  in  a flotilla  of  boats,  which  have  covered 
the  river  for  nearly  five  miles.  The  dragoons  have 
been  sent  down  by  land  on  the  American  side  of  the 
river.  They  amount  to  about  500 — the  infantry  and 
other  arms  are  est  imated  at  from  7 to  10,000.  From 
this  island,  which  is  situated  at  the  east  end  of  lake 
Ontario,  to  Montreal,  following  the  course  of  the 
river,  is  estimated  at  180  miles. 

St.  Laxvrence  River , JYov.  2 — The  van  of  the  ex- 
pedition has  arrived  at  French  creek,  about  18  miles 
from  Grenadier  island.  Here  it  was  attacked  yester- 
day and  to  day,  by  a flotilla  from  Kingston,  which 
attacks  were  returned  and  repulsed.  Our  loss  10 
killed  and  wounded.  The  flotilla  returned  to  Kings- 
ton. 

Nov.  2. — The  whole  expedition  concentrates  at 
French  Creek. 

JYov.  4 — The  expedition  is  passing  down  the  river 
— has  cleared  the  Thousand  Islands — and  is  ap- 
proaching Augusta  (or  Precott)  where  the  British 
have  a strong  fort  and  garrison  : but  where  the  river 
is  nearly  two  miles  wide.  The  army  can  pass  far  out 
of  poiht-blank  shot. 

JS'ov.  7 — Last  night  the  army  passed  fort  Prescott 
(Prevost.)  The  general  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
sending  some  old  boats  forward,  on  which  the  Bri- 
tish artillerists  exhausted  their  long  shot ; and  the 
army  passed  harmless,  excepting  from  one  shot 
which  killed  two  men  and  wounded  three  others. 
The  expedition  this  day  reached  Hamilton  which  is 
about  20  miles  below  Prescott  and  Ogdensburg,  and 
about  95  miles  from  Montreal. 

JYov.  9 — The  expedition  has  halted  at  Hamilton. 
The  dragoons  which  had  marched  down  the  river  on 
the  American  side,  were  this  day  embarked  on  board 
scows  and  boats,  and  landed  near  Williamsburg. 
At  the  same  time  about  1,500  men  of  gen.  Boyd’s 
brigade  were  also  landed,  with  a view  to  cover  the 
boats  through  the  rapids,  where  the  defiles  are  nar- 
row and  where  the  enemy  have  erected  block-houses. 
The  dragoons  could  not  conveniently  be  transported 
uown  the  rapid  part  of  the  river  in  the  boats.  The 
expedition  will  move  down,  pari  passu,  with  the 
troops  and  cavalry  landed.  Heavy  cannonade  was 
board  this  day  at  and  near  Cornwall  on  the  Canada 
f ide  situated  about  5 miles  above  the  Indian  village 
*-f  St.  Regis,  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Lower  Canada. 

JYov.  10—' The  expedition  passed  to  opposite  St. 
Regis.  It  is  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  general 
Wilkinson  to  re -embark  the  infantry  here  and  take 
them  down  lake  St.  Francois  (a  part  where  the  river 
expands  into  an  extensive  lake  ;)  and  that  the  dra- 


! goons  should  pass  round  the  head  of  the  lake  on  the 
Canada  side. 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated 

“Fort  Georg k,  Nov.  34. 

“Dear  Sir — We  had  a grand  brigade  parade  yes- 
terday. Our  effective  force  on  this  side  of  tilt  river 
is****men,  independent  of  300  volunteers  that  have 
arrived  under  the  last  call  of  gen.  M'Ckue,  by  order 
of  gen.  Harrison.  The  object  of  calling  on'voiur.- 
teers  was,  for  the  purpose  of  dispossessing  the  ene- 
my of  Burlington  heights.  I think  there  will  be  at 
least  200  volunteers  more  under  the  said  orders. — 
Gen.  Harrison’s  force  is  not  far  from* ***efft-ctivc 
men.  I think  we  shall  be  able  to  start  for  the  heights 
by  Wednesday,  with  a force  of  at  least  ****  men, 
besides  some  Indians.  The  information  that  we 
have  received  to  day  by  two  deserters,  stated  the 
force  of  the  enemy  to  be  1000  regulars  and  1700 
Indians,  with  six  6 pounders,  two  9’s  and  one  12, 
tolerably  well  fortified  on  the  heights. 

Gen.  M'Ciure  is  certainly  entitled  to  much  credit, 
for  his  exertions  in  effecting  the  improvement  and 
discipline  of  the  militia.  He  has  been  indefatiga- 
ble— they  are  equal  in  every  respect  to  regulars. — 
Gen.  Harrison  lias  paid  us  several  compliments.  He 
acknowledged  that  our  troops  are  equal  to  his  in  re- 
spect to  discipline.  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a 
better  disciplined  body  of  militia  have  not  been  in 
service  this  war. 

“I  have  been  broke  off'  in  my  letter  by  hearing  the 
long  roll  beat  in  gen.  IBs  camp.  We  are  all  under 
arms — there  is  a fleet  in  sight,  and  we  cannot  ascer- 
tain whether  an  enemy  or  not.  I will  resume  my 
letter  hi  the  morning. 

“Monday  evening,  Nov.  15. 

“The  fleet  in  sight  last  evening  proved  to  be  ours. 
They  came  to- anchor  in  the  river  about  11  o’clock 
this  morning.  Our  expedition  is  completely  knock- 
ed in  the  head  for  the  present.  General  Harrison’s 
troops  are  now  embarking  for  Sackett’s  Harbor. 

NAVAL. 

Six  of  the  crew  of  the  Majestic  razee  got  on  shore 
on  Cape  Cod,  and  deserted. 

The  sclir.  Experiment,  Thompson,  of  New-York, 
was  captured  on  the  19th,  off  Cape  Henry — a prize- 
master  and  three  men  sent  on  board  and  two  of  the 
crew  taken  out,  the  captain  and  one  man  left.  Same 
night  captain  T.  re-captured  his  vessel.  The  scln*. 
Federalist,  taken  by  the  British,  was  sent  into  cape 
May  for  ransom.  The  citizens  took  possession  of  the 
vessel  and  set  the  men  at  liberty.  The  lieutenant  is 
in  Philadelphia. 

Captain  Carden. — From  the  United  Slates  Ga- 
zette.— “I  observe  that  at  a public  entertainment, late- 
ly given  in  London,  very  distinguished  honors  and 
compliments  are  bestowed  on  captain  Carden,  for  his 
gallant  defence  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Macedonian, 
against  “a  superior  and  overwhelming  force.”  It  is 
well  to  tell  this  story  now — but  it  is  a fact,  that 
captain  Carden  will  not  venture  to  dent*,  that  when, 
before  the  war,  he  Was  at  Norfolk  with  his  ship, 
Decatur  was  also  there  with  the  United  States  ; and 
they  were  frequently  on  board  each  other’s  vessels. 
Captain  Carden  then  contended  that,  his  was  the 
superior  ship  and  better  suited  to  combat.  He  said 
to  Decatur,  if  you  and  1 ever  meet  at  sea  as  enemies, 
I shall  take  you — he  particularly  contended  for  the 
advantage  of  18  pounders  over  24's,  considering  the 
adoption  of  them  in  the  British  navy,-  as  a strict  im- 
provement; alleging  that  the  18’s  could  be  fired  and 
managed  with  so  much  more  facility,  that  in  a given 
time  they  would  throw  more  weight  of  metal  than 
the  24’s  and  were  equal])  destructive  where  they 
struck.” 
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BLOOKA'DE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy  vessels  now  in  the  Chesapeake  consist 
*ff  the  Dragon  74  ; Armine  33  ; Lacedemonian  36  ; 
and  two  brig's. 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW-LONDON. 

The  second  battery  at  Groton  is  rapidly  com- 
pleting. Seven  additional  24  pounders  were  mounted 
upon  it  a few  days  ago.  New -London  is  becoming  a 
very  strong  place. 


Expatriation— Impressment. 

DESULTORY  REMARKS — PERHAPS,  NEW. 

Tlie  late  order  of  the  British  government  commu- 
nicated through  sir  George  Prevost  to  major-general 
Wilkinson,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  President 
thereon,  in  ordering  forty-six  British  officers  into 
close  confinement,  in  guarantee  for  the  safety  of 
that  number  of  Americans  so  held  in  Quebec , has  ex- 
cited afresh  the  discussions  on  the  right  of  expatri- 
ation, and  renewed  the  question  on  the  practice  of 
impressment ; as  it  is  to  the  former,  that  the  British 
advocates  mainly  depend  to  excuse  their  client,  with 
self-known  falsity  pretending  that  native  Americans 
are  taken  only  by  “mistake.” 

It  is  among  the  arts  of  “our  writers,”  as  John  Hen- 
ry called  them,  to  confound  by  “much  speaking”  the 
plain  rule  of  right — and  to  enlist,  if  it  be  possible, 
the  native  prejudices  of  the  people,  not  only  against 
the  administration,  but  the  constitution  itself;  which 
they  would  gladly  destroy,  that  the  views  of  Great 
Britain  may  be  accomplished. 

So  much  has  been  said  on  those  subjects  that  it 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  a new  idea  can  be  started 
In  relation  to  them  : yet  the  ground  chiefly  taken 
•below  has  not  been  travelled  over,  (to  the  best  of  my 
recollection)  and  may  afford  some  instruction. 

TJiough  I am  no  lawyer,  (as  it  is  fashionable  for 
editors  to  be)  but  a mere  printer,  I venture  to  say, 
there  is  no  principal  of  the  natural  or  -written  law 
more  perfectly  understood  than  this — that  what 

THE  LAW  EXPRESSLY  PERMITS  A PERSON  TO  DC,  IT  WILL 
2 USTIFI  AND  SUPPORT  HIM  IN  DOING. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  providse  for 
the  “ naturalization  of  foreigners ” — which  provision 
recognizes  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  promises 
protection  to  those  who  exercise  it.  The  two  latter 
are  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the  former 

Is  it  not  rather  to  he  wondered,  that  Washington 
and  all  the  able  jurists  and  most  venerable  sages 
who  so  deliberately  framed  and  carefully  digested 
every  part  of  that  glorious  instrument ; and  the  col- 
lected wisdom  of  the  individual  states  that  collated, 
revised,  amended,  and  . finally  adopted,  our  con- 
stitution, should  never  have  discovered  that  it  con- 
tained a leading  principle  that  was  an  outrage  upon 
the  established  law  of  nations  l How  much  is  it  to  be 
regretted,  that  some  very  learned  gentleman,  such 
as  the  editor  of  the  London  Courier,  or  other  more ! 
learned  editors  that  I could  mention,  had  not  then 
stepped  forward  to  save  this  republic  from  the  ban 
of  the  civilized  world,*  for  its  innovation  upon  that 
essential  quality  that  binds  society  together  ! 

But  what  areithe  real  merits  of  the  case?  The 
right  and  practice  of  expatriation  is  of  the  oldest 
tradition.  It  existed,  and  was  acknowledged,  in  the 
days  of  Closes  and  Lycurgus,  and  now  exists  in  every 

* “ If  Mr.  Madison  proceeds  in  the  course  he  has 
taken  [to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  his  own  "barbarity,  as 
shewn  in  the  letter  of  sir  G.  Prevost ] he  will 'find 
the  whole  civilized  world  against  him,  will  tout  the 
solitary  exception  of  even  Bonaparte  himself.” 

I V.  Y.  Evening  Post. 


nation,  or  tribe  of  people,  on  the  globe,  that  holds  an 
intercourse  with  any  other  nation,  or  tribe.  The  verv 
savages,  under  the  name  of  adoption,  recognize  if. 
The  forms  vary,  but  the  principle  is  the  same  in  all. 
If  what  is  and  always  has  been,  the  universal  practice 
<f  nations , does  not  constitute  a part  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  I should  like  to  know  what  the  laws  of  na- 
tions are.  England  has  many  statute  laws  on  the 
subject  of  naturalization  [see  note  at  the  end]  ; nay, 
she  has  acknowledged  the  right  of  expatriation  by 
legislating  upon  the  number  of  emigrants  that  may 
leave  her  territories  for  those  of  a.  foreign  state , pro- 
portioning t hem  to  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel  in  which 
they  are  about  to  depart.  But  vve  have  no  need  of 
this — the  right  of  expatriation  is,  ipso  facto,  recog- 
nized in  an  assumption  of  the  right  to  naturalize 
foreigners  ; for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  all 
nations  have,  (at  all  times,  past  and  present)  by 
naturalization , violated  the  law  of  nations  in  regard 
to  expatriation which  law  is  built  upon  the  usages 
of  nations.  Without  expatriation  there  cannot  be 
naturalization.  Let  the  very  learned  editor  of  the 
London  Courier,  or  his  more  learned  fellow  craftsmen 
in  the  United  States,  say  if  this  is  not  so. 

When  I have  thought  upon  expatriation  and  natu- 
ralization; but  more  particularly,  at  times,  when  I 
have  heard  of  an  American  seaman  impressed,  and 
flogged  by  the  British,  for  “refusing  to  do  duty,”  as 
the  Algerine  term  is,  the  interview  between  Paul 
and  the  centurion , as  recorded  in  the  22d  chapter  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles , has  frequently  presented  it- 
self. A “chief  captain”  Imd  ordered  the  Apostle  to 
be  “ examined  by  scourging” — 

“And  when  they  hud  bound  him  with  thongs, 
Paul  said  to  the  centurion  that  stood  by,  Is  it  lawful 
for  you  to  scourge  a mail  that  is  a Homan  and  un- 
condemned? 

“When  the  centurion  heard  that,  lie  went  and  told 
the  chief  captain,  saying.  Take  heed, what  thou  doest; 
for  this  man  is  a Roman. 

“Then  the  chief  captain  carne,  and  said  unto  him, 
Tell  me,  art  thou  a Roman?  He  said.  Yea. 

“And  the  chief  captain  answered,  with  a great 
srtm  obtained  I this  freedom.  And  Paul  said,  but  I 
was  free  born. 

“Then  straight  wax  they  departed  from  him 
which  should  have  examined  HIM  : and  iht < chief 
captain  also  was  afraid,  after  he  knew  that  he 
was  a roman,  and  because  he  had  bound  him.” 

What  a flood  of  intelligence  and  field  for  re- 
mark is  opened  in  this  beautiful  and  appropriate 
passage  ! Let  us  briefly  apply  its  various  points  to 
the  matter  before  us. 

Pnoi’osiTioN.  Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a man 
that  is  a roman  and  ux condemned  ? 

Application.  The  British  officers,  not  the  “chief 
captains”  only,  but  the  most  unfeeling  puppies  and 
infamous  brutes  that  the  British  navy  contains,  do,- 
at  their  own  discretion,  or  caprice,  lay  hold  on,  bin n, 
make  slaves  of,  and  scourge,  the  1'ree  person  of  an 
American  citizen,  “un condemned.” 

Prop.  Take  heed  what  thou  doest : for  this  m in- 
is a ROMAN. 

Ai*p.  Though  it  be  known  to  the  manstealet',  th  •:. 
the  person  carried  off  and  scourged,  is  an  America- 
citizen,  he  does  not  “take  heed  what  he  doeth  ” Uc 
would  not  take  from  a ship  on  the  high  seas,  a bag 
of  cotton  or  hogshead  of  tobacco,  let  him  “suspect” 
them  as  much  as  he  pleased,  because  he  knows 
there  is  a law  in  respect  to  those  things  that  may 
punish  him.  But  has  never  heard  that  his  govern: 
snent  even  censured  one  of  its  officers  for  carrying 
off  men,  however  outrageous  the  case  may  have  been. 
He  knows  that  he  will  be  approved  for  keeping  up 
: '.lie  complement  of  his  crew  ; ;.;.d  that  the  worst  tftat 
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can  possibly  happen  to  him  is,  to  have  the  man  re- 
leased after  months  or  years  of  servitude,  without 
remuneration  or  pay.  Such  a release  is  - what  the  Bri- 
tish government  esteem  the  very  limit  of  all  that  jus- 
tice demands  ; and  there  are  creatures  in  the  United 
States  who  cali  it  “ magnanimous ” to  restore  the  wea- 
ther-beaten sailor  on  these  terms  ! — If  instead  of  a 
man,  a freeman,  created  in  God’s  own  image,  he 
were  a sensele  ss  bale  of  cotton  or  a hogshead  of  the 
weed  tobacco , his  government  might  prosecute  the 
robbery  even  to  the  execution  of  the  robber;  and 
though  the  flag  so  protects  property  that  it  cannot  be 
touched  “uncondemned,”  the  citizen  of  a free  state 
has  no  redress  or  security  ’-—But  the  time  must  and 
will  come,  when  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  for  this 
horrible  abuse.  Decaturs  banner,  “FREE  TRADE 
AND  NO  IMPRESSMENT,”  is  nailed  to  the  mast 
Who  is  base  enough  to  strike  it  ? — “Don’t  give  up  the 
ship  !” 

Prop.  Art  thou  a Roman  ? And  he  said,  tea. 

App.  When  an  impressed  seaman  alleges  that  he 
.is  an  American,  the  British  “examining”  officer, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  decently  calls  him  a.  "liar.” — 
If  he  exhibits  the  proofs  of  his  citizenship,  they  are 
tern  to  pieces  and  thrown  in  his  face,  with  a superci- 
lious observation,  that  "such  things  may  be  purchas- 
ed for  half  a croton  a piece  in  America of,  they  are 
heedlessly  handed  to  the  purser  to  be  put  among  the 
papers  of  the  ship. 

On  a former  occasion  I observed  that  the  work  of 
debasement  began  with  the  use  of  those  papers  grant- 
ed to  seamen,  called  "protections''1  We  do  not  affect 
to  deny  that  many  obtain  them  illegally — for  perju- 
ry and  false  papers  may  be  expected  sometimes  to 
be  found  on  board  an  American  vessel,  seeing  that 
the  British  government  have  for  years  j ustified  the 
use  of  them  as  well  as  of  downright  forgery^—  But 
the  grand  error  was  in  granting  protections  at  all. 

■ — It  tacitly  admitted  that  the  British  might  over- 
haul our  vessels  for  men  and  take  them  out  at  dis- 
cretion ; and  the  practice  had  proceeded  to  such 
lengths,  that  an  American  national  vessel  of  war  was 
actually  searched  by  a press  gang  from  ^British  ship, 
during  Mr.  Adams'  administration.  Tills  roused  the 
spirit  of  seventy-six.  Tlie  president  ignominously 
dismissed  the  commander  that  submitted  to  the  in- 
dignity ; and  directed  that  thereafter  the  crew  of  an 
United  States’  vessel  should  never  be  mustered  but 
by  their  own  officers,  on  any  occasion  or  in  any  man- 
ner soever.  A like  demand  had  been  made  on  nig- 
ged old  Decatur  (father  of  the  present  gallant  com- 
modore) and  the  high  spirited  captain  Tingey,  at 
different  times.  The  British  boarding  lieut.  modest- 
ly requested  that  our  naval  officers  would  exhibit 

the  “protections”  [bits  of  paper']  of  their  men. 

“They  are  there  and  there,"  scornfully  said  these 
genuine  Americans,  pointing  first  at  the  star  spangled 
banner  and  then  to  the  guns — and,  said  Decatur , this 
is  the  music  that  belongs  to  them,"  ordering  the  drums 
to  beat  up  yankee  doodle.  These  vessei.s  were  ^ot 
searched.  Had  this  .stand  been  taken  at  the  begin- 
ning, it  is  very  probable  that  the  present  war  might 
have  been  avoided.  But  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
attempt  to  check,  rather  than  strike  at  the  root  of 
the  evil,  at  once.  Well  do  I remember,  when  a youth, 
to  have  heard  that  venerable  whig  and  most  excel- 
lent man  who  now  is  at  the  head  of  the  medical  s taff 
of  the  United  States,  Dr.  .Tames  Tilton,  say  to  a per- 
son who  was  speaking  of  the  expediency  of  some 

;j'  See  “simulated  papers”  in  various  places  in  die 
Register.  The  British  government  counterfeited  and 
attempted  to  put  into  circulation,  the  continental 
bills  of  the  United  Stated  and  assignats  of  Fra.71.ce. 
-This  is  “jkor ali? x f 


political  muncruvre,  with  that  firmness  in  hohe§tyy 
undissembled  piety  arid  bluntness  of  remark  that 
characterizes  him.  "Aye  sir,  but  is  it  just  ? Do  what 
tou  believe  to  he  right,  and  leave  the  rest  to 
god.”  To  which  also  the  pointed  saving  of  Frankliii 
applies “ He  zv/io  gives  up  essential  Lberiy  to  pur- 

chase temporary  safety , deserves  neither  liberty  nor 
safety."  I humbly  recommend  these  maxims  to  the 
riders  of  the  present  day,  and  to  the  people  of  every 
class  and  condition.  All  of  us  will  find  our  account 
in  observing  them. 

Prop.  And  the  chief  captain  said,  ztrith  a great  sum 
obtained  I this  freedom.” 

Apt.  The  chief  cap  ain  was  a naturalized  citizen: 
of  Dome.  He  had  expatriated himseif  and  held  a high 
office  in  his  adopted  country.  Would  not  Rome 
h.ive  protected  the  person  of  this  citizen  “against  a 
world  in  arms  ?”  But  to  bring  the  case  to  an  imme- 
diate bearing — would  not  Great  Britain  protect  and 
defend,  at  every  hazard,  any  who  had  become  her 
subjects  according  to  the  provisions  of  her  statutes, 
referred  to  below,  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners ? 
Let  us  have  a plain  yea  or  nay.  The  que;iion  is 
distinctly  stated,  anu  none  but  a.  knave  will  retuse 
to  answer  it.  I heft  the  answer.  But  "our  uniters'* * 
will  not  answer  it. 

It  is  among  the  arts  of  those  very  learned  and 
candid  gentlemen,  the  editor  of  the  London  Corn  ier ,. 
and  his  brother  editors  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic , 
to  represent  the  doctrine  of  naturalization , as  con-' 
tended  for  by  the  United  Slates,  as  something  next) 
and  unknown  to  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  by  them  to 
be  lamented,  that  they  cannot  make  it  out  to  be  a 
"French,”  doctrine  : it  would  rhyme  so  well  with  die 
new  "French”  notions  on  the  freedom  of  commerce, § 
that  we  should  have  a most  harmonious  clamor.  It  is 
unfortunate  for  these  gentlemen,  that  British  sta- 
tutes are  now  in  force  and  acted  upon,  more  than  a 
hundred  years  old,  for  the  naturalization  of  f reign-- 
ers investing  them  with  precisely  the  same  rights, 
as  to  citizenship,  that  zee  do,  though  with  much  less 
formula  and  probation  than  is  required  by  the  United 
States  Well' — and  having  made  a man  a citizen  or 
subject  according  to  law,  how  shall  you  deprive  him 
of  that  protection  and  those  privileges  that  belong 
to  his  new  condition  ? The  English  law  says,  that 
a person  so  naturalized,  "shall,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, be  taken  and  deemed  as  a natural  born  subject.” 
Is  it  lawful  in  Great  Britain  and  unlawful  in  the 
United  States  to  do  the  same  dung,  the  law  of  na- 
tions being  the  umpire  ? 

But,  if  we  want  positive  evidence  that  the  British 
government  has  acknowledged  the  right  of  expatri- 
ation, we  have  it  in  the  history  of  our  own  revolution. 
The  American  people  had  the  right  to  expatriate 
themselves,  or  they  were  rebels.  “Rebels”  captured 
cannot  be  treated  and  held  as  prisoners  of  -war  for 
exchange ; but  our  fathers,  taken  m battle,  were 
exchanged  as  “prisoners  of  war,”  and  the  authority 
of  congress,  and  of  Washington,  as  their  general,  was 
acknowledged  very  soon  after  the  controversy  began. 
What  is  the  country  of  the  queen  of  Wirtemburg , a 
daughter  of  George  and  Charlotte  Guelph  ? Is  she  a 
subject  of  England  and  the  queen  of  a state  pre- 
sumed independent  ? It  is  impossible  that  she  can  be 
both.  She  must  be  one  or  the  other.  Which  is  she  ? 
But  a more  remarkable  case  now  strikes'  me.  The 
affair  of  James  J\ 'upper  Tandy,  a distinguished  Irish-1 
mail,  is  familiar  to  every  one.  The  British  bullied  the 

free  imperial  city  of  Hamburg  into  a delivery  of  his 
person,  and  they  carried  him  off  in  triumph,  design- 
ing to  execute  him  for  the  double  crime  of  rebellion- 
in  Ireland,  and  of  treason  for  bearing  arms  against. 

* . — !■>■*»■■» 

§ See  “Treaty  »t  Utrecht,-  vojh  4, 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — EXPATRIATION — IMPRESSMENT,  239 


ills  “legitimate”  sovereign,  for  he  had  a commission 
in  the  trench  service.  But  Bonaparte  demanded  him 
as  a “ French ” soldier,  and  he  was  given  up  ; and 
even  without  exchange  put  down  at  the  place  from 
Whence  he  had  been  taken. 

Prop.  “ Then  straightway  they  departed  from  him, 
•which  should  have  examined  him  £i.  e.  should  have 
Scourged  him]  and  the  chief  captain  also  was  afraid, 
after  he  kvew  that  he  was  a uoi.ian,  and  because 
he  had  bound  him .” 

Arp.  What  might  be  said  on  this  has  already  been 
anticipated.  Besides,  the  proposition,  in  itself,  as 
applied  to  the  things  under  consideration,  is  so  easily 
reducible  to  the  cases  to  which  it  belongs,  that  any 
remark  is  deemed  unnecessary. 

We  shall  only  add  to  this  subject  of  expatriation, 
that  under  some  and  certain  conditions,  every  writer 
on  the  public  law  admits,  that  a map  may  cast  off' 
his  “natural  allegiance.”  It  is  true,  there  are  cases 
where  it  is  rank  treason  to  do  so.  Such,  for  instance, 

I should  consider  it  in  a person  who  came  to  the 
United  States  from  the  British  dominions  since  the 
war,  or  even  when  there  was  a reasonable  certainty 
that  war  would  take  place  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, who  should  take  up  arms  in  our  behalf.  But  he 
that  emigrated  lawfully  cannot  be  made  criminal,  by 
the  course  of  events,  over  winch  he  had  no  control. 
And  though  I would  not  advise  or  desire  that  any 
who  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  when  the 
war  began,  should  take  up  anus  except  for  local 
defence ; yet  those  who  were  citizens,  at  that  time, 
must  be  protected  as  such,  or  we  are  nothing,  And 
they  will  be  protected.  It  is  truly  ridiculous  to  observe, 
that  the  editor  of  the  London  Courier  and  his  brother 
editors  in  America,  who  would  give  up  to  be  half 
hung,  then  have  their  bowels  torn  out  and  thrown  in 
their  faces,  those  naturalized  citizens,  formerly  sub- 
jects of  England,  that  may  be  found  in  arms  against 
her,  eulogize  as  godlike,  the  conduct  of  Moreau, 
ttfho  was  killed  in  fighting  against  France. 

But  thest  learned  and  liberal  gentlemen  very  well 
know  that  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  services 
of  her  “natural  bom  subjects”  [just  or  unjust]  is 
only  the  pretence  for  the  practice  of  impressment — 
the  principle  is  that  “his  majesty  wants  men  and 
must  have  them.”  Britain  has  from  80  to  100,000 
(i  foreign  seamen”  in  her  navy  and  merchant  ves- 
sels]— shall  she  accuse  ns  of  inveigling  her  sailors  ? 
The  excuse  is  too  pitiful. 

Let  any  of  those  gentlemen,  so  learned  in  the  laws 
of  nations,  so  well  convinced  of  the  magnanimity 
and  justice  of  the  British  government,  and  so  zea- 
lous that  “their  king  should  have  his  own,”  attend  to 
the  queries  below.  1 indignantly  hurl  them  into  the 
teeth  of  the  advocates;  let  us  have  no  twisting  or 
turning,  with  a rigmarole  of  words  long  enough  to 
unite  Boston  with  Halifax,  but  a plain,  simple,  can- 
did answer,  to  exonerate  or  condemn.  I should  like 
to  see  those  folks  attempt  to  reconcile  the  practice 
of  my  enemy,  with  the  abstract  principles  they  con- 
tend for  on  behalf  of  their  friend. 

1.  It  is  notorious,  that  some  few  hundreds  of  im- 
pressed American  seamen  have  been  “given  up,”  as 
the  British  call  it,  since  the  war,  without  any  new 
proofs  of  their 'citizenship,  Why  were  not  these  men 
released  before  the  rear  ? 

2.  It  is  officially  stated  by  the  British  government 
that  those  impressed  seamen  given  up,  as  aforesaid, 
were  and  would  be  held  as  prisoners  for  exchange. — 


H See  proceeding  in  the  British  parliament,  June 
13, 1811,  wherein  it  is  shewn  that  in  their  merchants’ 
service,  in  the  year  1810,  there  were  employed  but 
34,000  British  seamen,  aiid  58,'OOt)  “foreign”  seamen. 


On  what  principle  of  law  or  moral  justice  are  these  men. 
so  treated? 

3.  Swedes,  Danes  and  Germans,  nay,  even  French - 
men , who  had  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
become  citizens,  have  been  impressed — and  on  being- 
demanded  by  the  American  government,  refused  a 
release  on  the  ground  that  they  were  Swedes,  Danes,- 
Germans  or  Frenchmen.  This  is  official.  If  “Ins' 
majesty ” requires  only  his  own  subjects , why  were  these 
men  taken  and  retained  ? 

4.  Acknowledged  natives  of  the  United-  States,  oiv 
being  demanded  as  impressed  seamen,  have  been  re- 
fused to  be  given  up,  on  the  plea,  that  they  had  mar- 
ried English  women.  Is  the  simple  fact  of  a sailor’s 
weddng  more  competent  to  the  naturalization  of  a 
foreigner,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  than  the 
five  years  probation,  and  solemn  engagements  re- 
quired by  the  United  Stales  ? 

5.  Would  the  British  suffer  the  crews  of  their 
vessels  to  be  overhauled  for  men,  as  they  overhaul 
American  vessels  ? 

6.  And,  lastly, — Who  is  he  that  shall  sign  a treaty 
with  Great  Britain  to  admit,  that  an  American  ves- 
sel may  be  searched,  and  her  men  carried  away,  at 
any  time,  at  the  discretion  or  caprice  of  any  of  the 
king’s  officers  ? Recollect,  that  the  impressment  of 
seamen  is  a point  in  the  controversy,  and  that  a trea- 
ty which  shall  deny  or  admit  the  right  or  practice*, 
must  be  made,  let  peace  come  when  it  will. 

Will  the  learned  gentleman  come  “foot  to  foot”  and 
meet  these  simple  propositions  ? They  are  definite, 
and  require  nothing  by  way  of  preface  or  preamble 
beginning  with,  a “little  while  before  Adam  was 
created.”  They  want  but  honesty  in  the  respondent^ 
If  there  is  one  honest  man  that  excuses  impressment^ 
let  him  answer. 

NOTE. 

Laws  of  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  naturalization. 

“ And  for  the  better  encouraging  of  foreign  mari- 
ners and  seamen,  to  come  and  serve  on  board  ships 
belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain ; be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every 
such  foreign  mariner  or  seaman,  who  shall  from  and 
after  the  said  25th  day  of  April,  have  faithfully 
served  on  board  her  majesty’s  ships  of  war,,  or  any 
privateer,  or  merchant  or  trading  ship  or  ships,  ves- 
sel or  vessels,  which  at  the  time  of  such  service  shall 
belong  to  any  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  space  of  two  years,  shall,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a na- 
tural born  subject  of  her  majesty’s  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  have  and  enjoy  ail  the  privileges,  pow- 
ers, rights  and  capacities,  which  such  foreign  mari- 
ner, or  seaman,  could,  should,  ought  to  have  had 
and  enjoyed,  in  case  he  had  been  a natural  born  sub- 
ject of  her  majesty,  and  actually  a native  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain.” — f 6 Anne,  c.  37,  sec.  30. 

“ By  statute  13,  Geo.  2,  c.  3,  every  foreign  seaman, 
who  in  time  of  war  serves  two  years  on  board  an 
English  ship  by  virtue  of  the  king’s  proclamation,  is 
ipso  facto  naturalized  under  the  like  restrictions  as 
in  12  W.  3,  c.  2 : (which  statute  of  W.  merely  prohi- 
bits such  naturalized  foreigner  from  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  privy  council  or  of  parliament,  and  from 
having  grant  of  lands  from  the  crown) — and  by  sta- 
tute 13,  Geo.  2,  c.  7,  20.  Geo.  2,  c.  44,  22.  Geo.  2,  c._ 
45,  2.  Geo.  3,  c.  25  and  13.  Geo.  3.  c.  25,  all  foreign, 
protestants  and  Jews,  upon  their  residing  seven  years, 
m any  of  the  American  colonies.  Without  being  ab- 
sent above  two  months  at  a time,  and  ail  foreign  pro- 
testants  serving  two  years  in  a military  capacity 
there,  or  being  three  years  employed  in  the  whald 
fishery,  without  afterwards  absenting  themselves 
from  the  king’s  dominions  for  more  than  one  yeajr, 
aad  none  of  theta  falling  within  the  incapacities  df- 
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dared  by  a statute  4,  Geo.  2,  c.  21,  shall  be  (upon 
taking1  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  or  in 
some  cases  making  an  affirmation  to  the  same  effect) 
naturalized  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  had 
been  born  in  this  kingdom  ; except  as  to  sitting  in 
parliament  or  being  of  the  privy  council  and  holding 
offices  or  grants  of  land,  &c.  from  the  crown 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
By  statute  26,  Geo.  3,  c.  20,  s.  34,  27,  28  and  29. 
Geo.  3,  c.  20,  s.  25,  every  foreigner  who  has  esta- 
blished himself  and  family  in  Great  Britain  and  car- 
ried on  the  whale  fishery  and  imported  the  produce 
thereof  for  the  space  of  five  years  successively,  is 
declared  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a na- 
tural born  subject. 

For  the  first  paragraph  we  are  indebted  to  the  re- 
marks of  a master  writer  in  the  Boston  Patriot.  The 
others  were  collected  by  the  editor  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Republ  ican,  who  handsomely  observes 

“Tiie  terms  of  naturalization  are  different  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States;  but  the  principles 
are  the  same.  If  Great  Britain  naturalizes  and  pro- 
tects foreigners,  how  can  she  deny  the  United  States 
the  same  right.” 


TO  THE  PATRONS  OK  THE 

WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

The  frequent  want  of  room  to  insert  and  preserve 
all  that  is  due  to  the  political  and  civil  history  of 
tiiese  eventful  times,  induced  the  editor,  in  ins  last 
number,  to  sav,  that  an  important  proposition  would 
be  submitted  to  his  readers  in  the  present  sheet:* 
But  previous  to  entering  Upon  this  matter,  he  wishes 
it  clearly  understood,  that  no  step  ■will  be  taken  to 
jeopardize  the  liberal  support  the  existing  plan  of  pub 
licat ion  receives  ; nor  shall  an  alteratio  n take  place  but 
upon  the  most  unequivocal  testimony  that  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  friends  of  the  work  are  in  favor  oj  the 
procedure. 

It  has  often  been  desired  by  distinguished  gentle- 
men in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Register  should  have  such  an  increase  of  matter  as 
to  take  in,  in  detail,  all  that  is  comprehended  in  its 
plan.  Partially  to  effect  this,  the  editor  procured  a 
very  costly  small  type,  which  is  set  up  at  a heavy  ad- 
ditional expence  ; out  this  type  is  so  much  objected 
to,  that  the  disposition  to  give  the  matter  is  always  at 
variance  with,  the  inclination  to  gratify  those  who 
Wish  it  excluded,  because  they  cannot  read  it  with 
satisfaction : and  the  Let  is,  that  little  more  than 
half  of  the  articles  are,  or  can  be  inserted,  which 
are  deemed  necessary  to  complete  and  Jill  up  the  va- 
rious purposes  to  winch  which  the  work  is  devoted. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  suggested,  that  two  sheets, 
or,  at  least,  a sheet  and  a half/ier  week,  should  be 
issued,  with  a proportionate, advance  in  the  cost  of 
the  subscription^ 

Whereupon  it  is  proposed,' a large  majority  of  the 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  REGISTER  AGREEING  THERETO,  AS 

aforesaid,  that,  at  least  a sheet  and  a half  on  the 
average,  shall  be  published  weekly,  making  two  vo- 
lumes per  annum  as  heretofore,  and  the  subscription 
be  seven  instead  o f jive  dollars  a year,  in  advance. 

This  additional  space  would,  enable  the  editor  to  in- 
insert all  the  [interesting]  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  several  states;  many  documents,  speeches  and 
debates  ; foreign  official  papers  and  proceedings  ; and  a 
mighty  mas$  of  matter  that  now  is, and  otherwise  must 
needs  be,  reluctantly  omitted.  The  present  plan  of  the 
work  will  be  rigidly  observed,  nor  shall  any  material  al- 

* This  proposition  was  designed  to  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  last  number,  but  prevented  by  the  in- 
disposition of  tV.e  editor. 


ieration  be  ihade,  except  in  the  number  of  pages  issued 
in  a year,  and  the  price  required  for  them.  And,  though,- 
n general,  a sheet  and  a half  will  be  published  week- 
ly, the  right  must  be  reserved  of  sometimes  issuing 
two  sheets,  or  even  more,  at  a time,  provided  that 
it  shall  appear  advantageous  to  do  so  ; and  of  course, 
of  omitting  the  general  additional  half-sheet,  so  as 
to  bring  the  whole  to  it:  proper  average.  But  extra, 
or  gratuitous  numbers,  shall  be  published  as  hitherto. 

In  point  of  economy,  this  plan  will  probably  be  . p- 
proved  by  those  who  receive  the  Register  as  a book 
of  record  and  reference,  the  charge  for  binding  will 
be  but  little,  if  any,  enhanced ; and,  on  the  whole, 
the  two  volumes  per  annum,  containing  the  usual 
matter  of  three,  will  Cost  about  one  dollar  and  twenty 
five  cents  less,  than  that  matter  would  do  as  published 
at  present. 

The  editor  freely  confesses  that  this  proposition  is 
thrown  out  for  the  consideration  of  his  friends,  ra- 
ther to  gratify  others  than  of  his  own  will;  for  the 
increased  labor  and  responsibility  is  not  seen  without 
apprehension  and  dread.  But  if  such  is  the  will  of 
the  patrons  of  the  Register,  the  attempt  shall  be 
made ; and  arrangements  entered  into  to  preserve 
the  flattering  reputation  the  work  now  enjoys. 

The  present  volume  will  end  with  February  next. 
To  try  the  opinion  of  his  readers,  the  edito;  will 
with  next  week,  or  as  soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to  his 
jagents  proposal  papers  on  which  they  will  be  invited 
i to  enter  their  ayes  and  noes,  as  speedily  as  they  can. 
(If  the  “ayes  ha\e  it”  by  a great  majority  of  all  the 
j subscribers,  the  change  will  be  made  ; if  otherwise , 
no  alteration  can  or  will  be  attempted.  Those  neglect- 
ingtheir  assent  will  be  counted  as  in  the  negative. 


GLORIOUS  POSTCRIPT 

The  editor  has  just  received  a letter  from  his 
friend  at  J\  ashville.  Ten.  communicating  many  par- 
ticulars of  an  action  between  gen.  Jackson  and  the 
British  allies,  the  Creek  Indians,  fought  on  the  7th 
ult.  in  which  the  enemy  was  completely  defeated 
with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  eight  killed, 
— It  was  supposed  many  more  were  slain  that  had 
not  been  found,  on  account  of  the  high  grass  that 
covered  the  field  of  battle.  The  Indians  were  1100 
strong  and  engaged  in  besieging  a fort  of  Friendly 
Indians,  who  on  being  released  were  ready  to  join 
their  forces  with  ours.  We  had  15  men  killed  and 
84  wounded,  generally  slightly.  The  battle  was* 
fought  at  Teiledega,  about  30  miles  from  Uje  Hic- 
kory ground.  Among  the  trophies  of  victory  was  a 
standard  bearing  the  Spanish  cross  ! Particulars 
hereafter. 

A “British  official”  on  the  battle  that  Boyd  had 
with  the  enemy,  is  received.  It  states  that  they 
defeated  a force  exceeding  4,000  men,  and  mad© 
400  prisoners. 

Letters  from  Plattsburg  dated  Nov.  21,  say  that 
Hampton  had  received  orders  to  join  Wilkinson  at 
French  Mills. 

Letters  from  New- York  announce  the  receipt  of 
intelligence  from  Halifax  which  state,  that  in  a 
dreadful  gale  of  wind  at  that  place,  the  La  Hogue  74 
and  Atahmta  sloop  of  war  Were  totally  lost ; and 
that  all  the  vessels  in  port,  except  three  were  driven, 
on  shore,  among  them  the  St.  Domingo  74. 

We  have  Bordeaux  accounts  to  the  20th  October’ 
Nothing  new.  The  French  still  remain  at  Dresden, 
evidently  preparing  for  some  go  eat  enterpr.ze. 
A new  conscription  of  280.000  men  had  been  levied,- 
and  30»QC0  men  were  marching  into  Spain*' 


-1  " ■■ v " :~r — . ...  — — g-ggt 

THIS  WEEKLY  REGISTER- 


3STo.  15  of  vol.  V.]  BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY,  December  11,  1813.  [whole  no.  119. 


Iixc  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — Viiigil. 

Printed  and  published  by  H.  Nilis,  South-st.  next  door  to  the  Mercliants’  Coffee  House,  at  $ 5 per  annum . 


Mr.  Giles 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

From  the  Virginia  Argus. 

No.  I. 

It  has  not  been  usual  with  me  to  address  you,  fel- 
low-citizens, upon  the  state  of  your  public  concerns  ; 
because  I had  heretofore  believed,  that  the  publica-  ] 
tion  of  the  acts  of  your  government,  together  with 
the  conduct  of  the  respective  public  agents  concern-  - 
ed  therein,  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  enable  you 
properly  to  estimate  both.  In  ordinary  times,  I still 
presume,  this  would  be  the  case.  But  the  present  1 
extraordinary  crisis,  has  called  into  action  the  pub- 
lic sensibility  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  given 
rise  to  an  unusual  number  of  pretenders  to  public 
favor  and  support.  T liese  professed  devotees  to  your  . 
interests,  availing  themselves  of  this  state  of  things 
with  an  unusual  activity  and  zeal,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  public  prints,  have  so  confounded  truth 
and  falsehood ; and  so  misrepresented  or  disguised 
the  principles  and  motives  of  such  of  your  repre- 
sentatives,  as  they  consider  obnoxious  to  their  views; 
that  it  requires  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  at- 
tention to  form  a correct  judgement  upon  public 
affairs,  and  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  those 
engaged  in  their  administration.  The  easy  accessi- 
bility to  the  printing  presses,  through  anonymous 
disguises,  has  enabled  these  spurious  patriots,  to 
practise  with  success  upon  the  public  credulity,  and 
thus  to  effect  their  own  selfish  purposes,  when,  if 
stripped  of  these  disguises,  instead  of  the  disinter- 
ested patriots  exclusively  devoted  to  your  interests, 
and  forgetting  his  own  , you  would  often  find,  con- 
cealed beneath  the  veil,  the  ambitious  demagogue 
intent  exclusively  upon  his  own  personal  aggrandize- 
ment at  your  expence  ; or  the  unprincipled  parasite, 
prostituting  the  efforts  of  his  mind  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  patron  to  gain  his  daily  bread  ; being 
too  lazy  to  obtain  it  by  honester  means. 

The  object  of  this  address,  therefore,  will  be,  to 
dissipate  all  these  false  disguises,  and  present  to  you 
the  real  state  of  the  facts  and  the  case  connected 
with  some  of  the  most  important  of  the  recent  mea- 
sures of  the  government,  and  to  explain  as  far  as  I 
have  had  any  in  them,  the  real  principles  and  motives 
of  my  own  conduct.  It  might  reasonably  be  expect- 
ed that  this  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  exempt 
them  from  all  the  malicious  and  stupid  imputations, 
which  have  lately  been  thrown  against  them  before 
the  public  and  certainly  would  be  so,  if  the  public 
mind  noib  formed  an  impartial  tribunal.  Bui  I do 
not  flatter  myself  with  so  fortunate  a result.  Be- 
cause from  the  artifices  I have  already  described,  and 
from  other  concurring  causes,  prejudices  and  resent- 
ments have  certainly  been  excited  to  a considerable 
degree;  and,  when  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  best  of  men  are  once  fully  brought  into  action, 
the  voice  of  truth  and  reason  is  raised  in  vain.  It 
is  like  the  eloquence  of  philosophy  and  fortitude, 
addressed  to  hungry  stomachs  in  time  of  famine,  li 
is  not  heard,  and  of  course  not  regarded.  Stomachs 
have  no  ears  ; as  destitute  of  ears  for  the  reception 
of  truth  and  reason,  are  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  mankind.  Notwithstanding  the  influence  of  this 
Vol.  V. 


conviction,  I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  you,  after 
much  reflection,  to  furnish  you  with  the  means  of 
judging  correctly  iu  these  important  respects.  It  is 
a duty  1 owe  also  to  myself,  to  explain  the  principles 
and  motives  of  my  conduct,  whatever  be  the  recep- 
tion or  the  consequences  of  such  explanation.  Ano- 
ther motive  has  great  influence  With  me  for  this 
proceeding.  It  is  the  high  respect  1 feel  for  the  opi- 
nions of  posterity.  It  is  the  love  of  future  fame  ; 
at  least  so  far,  as  it  regards  honorable  feeling,  and 
purity  of  motive.  If  the  names  of  those  who  have 
lately  been  engaged  in  conducting  the  momentous 
concerns  of  this  country,  should  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  as  certainly  they  will  be ; how  important 
is  it  to  every  one  concerned,  who  feels  this  passion, 
that  posterity  should  be  furnished  with  the  means  of 
judging  rightly  ? because,  when  these  are  afforded, 
posterity  being  always  impartial  and  just,  will  al- 
ways rentier  a right  verdict,  and  pronounce  a right 
judgment.  Time,  and  very  little  time,  too,  will 
sweep  from  this  earth,  the  present  generation,  with 
all  its  busy,  angry,  transitory  passions,  so  highly 
excited,  at  this  time,  by  the  peculiarly  agitated 
state  of  the  world ; and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will 
the  actions  of  those  now  engaged  in  directing  the 
destiny  of  naiions,  be  seen  in  their  true  light  ! and 
sentence  upon  the  character  of  each  individual  pro- 
nounced accordingly. 

But  before  1 enter  upon  the  particular  topics  of 
this  address,  I wish  to  promise,  if,  in  the  course  of 
it,  it  should  appear,  as  it  will  appear,  that  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  and  differences  of  no  inconsidera- 
ble magnitude,  have  existed  between  the  administra- 
tion and  myself,  upon  some  of  the  most  important 
points  of  policy  adopted  by  the  government  ; it  is 
far  from  my  intention,  for  that  cause,  to  criminate 
the  administration  ; and  still  less,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  individually.  I wish  such  differ- 
ences to  be  ascribed,  as  I am  sure  they  ought  to  be 
ascribed,  solely  to  the  infirmities  of  our  nature  ; 
.vhicli  are  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  common  to 
all  men  ; and  by  no  means  to  improper  motives  on 
either  part.  Few  men  of  the  United  States  have  had 
more  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  motives  of  the 
president,  than  myself;  and  these  opportunities 
have,  at  all  times,  assured  me  of  their  unsullied 
purity  ; nor  is  there  any  man  who  would  derive  more 
pleasure  from  bearing  this  honorable  testimony  in 
liis  favor  to  the  world,  upon  all  proper  occasions.—- » 
But  notwithstanding  iny  habitual  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  his  motives,  and  my  respectful  deference 
for  his  opinions,  I cannot  make  an  unhallowed  sacri- 
fice of  the  convictions  of  my  own  judgment  at  the; 
shrine  of  those  sensibilities,  nor  eulogize,  nor  sup  - 
port measures  affecting  the  best  interests  of  my 
country;  which,  after  the  most  diligent  exercise  of 
the  faculties  of  my  own  mind,  I conscientiously  be- 
lieve to  be  founded  in  errors  : merely  because,  I be- 
lieve at  the  same  time,  those  errors,  to  be  uninte:  - 
iiomd,  especially  when  1 well  know  that  the  et;  bo  is 
of  such  errors  upon  society  will  in  no  respect  dm  '-ml 
upon  the  good  or  evil  motives  which  dictated  thorn. 
.1  would  also  remark,  that  in  examining  and  judging' 
of  the  measures  of  the  president,  it  is  but  commoi 
justice  to  him,  always  to  recollect,  that  he  has  be. a 
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called  to  the  administration  of  the  government,  un- 
der circumstances  presenting  the  most  unexampled 
difficulties.  Difficulties  arising  from  internal,  as 
well  as  external  causes,  and  both  equally  beyond  his 
control;  and,  therefore,  his  measures  ought  to  be 
viewed  with  the  most  liberal  indulgence  ; even  by 
those  who  confidently  fancy  they  see  in  them  unfor- 
tunate aberrations  from  the  true  interests  of  his 
country.  Nor  do  I believe,  amidst  all  his  surround- 
ing difficulties,  that  the  president  has  received  that 
assistance,  from  what  is  generally  called  his  cabinet, 
which  at.  other  times,  and  under  other  circumstances, 
might  have  been  expected  from  it.  Its  organization, 
at  this  time,  I believe  to  be  peculiarly  unfortunate. 
Nor  do  1 believe,  that  his  genuine  original  views  of 
the  national  interests,  have  been  at  ®11  improved,  by 
the  intrusions  of  other  self  created  advisers. 

Amidst  so  many  embarrassments,  too  liberal  al- 
lowances for  unintentional  errors  cannot  be  indulged. 
& this  spirit  of  liberal  indulgence,  and  with  no  other 
object  in  view  than  the  discovering  of  truth,  I shall 
proceed  to  execute  the  task  beftwe  me.  In  doing  so, 

I propose  to  invert  the  order  of  time,  by  bringing 
first  to  your  consideration  topics  of  more  recent 
dates,  and  these  will  probably  throw  back  our  re- 
flections to  others,  more  remote  in  point  of  time, 
but  not  less  interesting  in  point  of  character — Let 
me  then  first  call  your  attention  to  the  message  of 
the  president,  nominating  Mr.  Russell,  to  be  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  to  Sweden,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  senate  thereupon. 

The  message  is  ns  follows. 

Monday , May  31. — The  following  written  mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Graham. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  Swedish  government  having  repeatedly  mani- 
fested a desire  to  interchange  a public  minister  with 
the  United  States,  and  having  lately  appointed  one 
with  that  view,  and  other  considerations  concurring  - 
to  render  it  advisable  at  this  period  to  make  a corres- 
pondent appointment,  I nominate  Jonathan  Russell, 
of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  to  Sweden. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

May  29,  1813. 

Circumstances,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  men- 
tion here  prevented  me  from  taking  my  seat  in  the 
senate,  till  about  the  fourth  of  June ; the  senate 
had  previously  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
amongst  other  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  mes- 
sage : 

Resolved;,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  the 
correspondence  which  may  have  passed  between  the 
United  States  and  the  king  of  Sweden  respecting  the 
interchange  of  public  ministers  between  the  said 
governments. 

The  reply  to  which  was  laid  before  the  senate  oh 
the  7th  i,n  the  following  words  : 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  refered  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  third  instant,  request- 
ing the  president  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate 
the  correspondence  which  may  have  passed  between 
the  United  States  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  respect- 
ing the  interchange  of  public  ministers,  has  the  ho- 
nor to  report  to  the  president,  that  no  direct  corres- 
pondence has  taken  place  on  the  subject. 

In  reference  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  the 
secretary  of  state,  submitted  several  extracts  of 
letters  from  Mr.  Speyer,  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Stockholm,  and  a letter  from  Mr.  Beasley,  com- 
missary of  prisoners  at  London,  by  which  the  wishes 
ai Vd  intentions  of  the  Swedish  government  in  rela- 


tion to  the  interchange  of  ministers,  have  been  made 
known  to  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Department 'of  State , Jv.ne  7,  1813. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  it  become  my  duty  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  subject" 

It  will  not  escape  observation,  that  this  report  dis- 
claims all  direct  communications  between  the  two 
governments  respecting  the  interchange  of  public 
ministers.  The  desire  of  Sweden  in  that  respect  is 
stated  to  be  contained  in  the  extracts  accompanying 
tiie  report  of  correspondences  from  our  consul  at 
Stockholm,  and  our  commissary  of  prisoners  at  Lon- 
don. Upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
terms  of  the  president’s  message  are  somewhat  pe- 
culiar in  several  respects.  They  profess  to  intend  to 
make  a “correspondent  appointment,”  on  the  pari  of 
the  United  States  witli  the  one  already  made  on  the 
part  of  Sweden  ; and' they  contain  some  intimation  of 
an  intention  to  invest  our  minister  with  powers  for 
some  objects,  without  specifying  the  precise  powers 
to  be  given,  or  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  them. 
These  circumstances  produced  some  difficulties  irt 
expounding  the  real  objects  of  the  nomination, 
which  were  rather  increased,  than  lessened,  by  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  state.  The  correspondence 
disclosed  by  that  report  ascertained  a fact,  which 
before  was  only  conjecture,  that  the  public  minister 
appointed  on  the  part  of  Sweden  was  not  of  equal 
grade  with  the  one  nominated  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  ; and  of  course,  such  nomination  could 
not  carry  into  effect  the  professed  object  of  the 
message,  to  wit : “to  make  a correspondent  appoint- 
ment,” equality  in  grade  being  deemed  an  essential 
requisite,  to  render  the  appointments  correspondent.' 
But  the  message  at  the  same  time  informs  the  senate, 
that  there  were  “other  considerations  concurring 
render  it  advisable  at  this  period  to  make  a corres- 
pondent. appointment.”  Mr.  Russell  is  therefore  no- 
minated “ minister  plenipotenliaiy ” and  not  minister 
resident,  corresponding  .with  the  character  of  f.he 
Swedish  minister  actually  appointed  to  the  Un'ued 
States.  There  is  not  only  a difference  in  the  grade 
and  compensation,  between  a minister  resident,  and 
a minister  plenipotentiary,  the  one  from  the  United 
States  being  entitled  to  receive  a sum  not  exceeding 

6.000  dollars  outfits,  and  6,000  per  annum,  the  other 

9.000  dollars  outfits  and  9,000  per  annum,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  president ; but  the  most  important 
difference  consists  in  this  consideration — that  the 
one  is  a mere  formal  complimentary  minister,  the 
other  is  an  efficient,  operative  one — {he  one,  is  usu- 
ally without  powers  for  any  material  objects;  the 
other,  is  usually  invested  with  powers  for  material 
objects.  The  real  policy  and  objects  of  this  nomina- 
tion, therefore,  must  be  looked  for  in  words  “other 
considerations  concurring  to  render  it  advisable  at  this 
period,  to  make  a correspondent  appointment.  ” The 
terms  “other  considerations”  are  vague  and  indefi- 
nite. They  do  not  conduct  the  mind  to  any  precise 
objects  or  results  ; yet  in  the  estimation  of  ihe  pre- 
sident, the  objects  comprehended  in  them  could  be 
of  no  inconsiderable  magnitude,  when  they  furnished 
sufficient  inducement  to  him,  not  only  to  reciprocate 
the  diplomatic  civilities,  asked  for  on  the  part  of 
Sweden,  but  to  supersede  them. 

It  was  not  possible  from  these  terms,  for  the  senate 
to  comprehend  with  sufficient  practical  certainty 
the  real  policy  or  objects  of  this  nomination  ,•  and 
yet  some  understanding  of  them  seemed  essential  to 
its  proper  deliberations  on  the  subject.  Its  difficul- 
ties in  that  respect  were  rather  increased,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  extracts  of  the  correspondence  laid  be- 
fore it.  For  from  them  it  appeared,  that  the  original 
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vMenlion  ot  Sweden,  was,  to  servl  only  a charge  de?  diplomatic  ..jcncies  there,  especially  tvith  the  luinoc 
affairs,  to  the  United  States,  the  lowest  grade  of  powers  ; or  some  special  and  great  object  of  a tem- 
public  ministers;  and  that  this  intention  was  after-  porary  nature  to  be  effected  “at  this  period.”  The 
wards  changed  solely  for  the  accommodation  of  the;  first  of  these  objects  suggests  so  many  delicate  con- 
person  appointed.  An  intimation  was  also  contained  siderations  towards  tlie  minor  powers  of  Europe, 
in  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Speyer  our  consul  j that  it  Will  be  passed  over  with  only  a few  general 
at  Stockholm,  of  the  25th  September,  1812,  in  the  i remarks.  The  unfortunate. geographical  position  of 
following  words  : [the  few  remaining  powers  of  this  description,  in  the 

“The  prince  royal  informed  me  the  4th  instaht,  i neighborhood  of  the  great  powers  on  the  continent 
that  he  had  directed  Mr.  KAntzow  to  represent  to  of  Europe,  and  the  weakness  of  the  one,  compared, 
the  English  government  his  desire  to  see  a good  to  the  strength  of  the  other,  necessarily  subject  the 


understanding  restored  with  the  United  States.1 

Which  gave  the  transaction  a character  of  peculiar 
interest  and  delicacy;  whilst  it  threw  no  certain 
light  upon  the  real  objects  of  the  nomination.  In  this 
state  of  uncertainty  and  embarrassment,  feeling  no 
small  solicitude  to  act  understand ingly  upon  a sub- 
ject involving  so  many  considerations,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  after  mature  deliberation,  the  senate  passed 
a resolution,  requesting  a respectful  conference  with 
the  president  upon  the  subject  of  the  nomination; 
the.  evident  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  from  him 
Information  of  his  real  inducement  to  the  measure. 
After  several  assignations  to  receive  the  committee 
<?f  conference,  the  president  by  message  of  the  6th 
July,  directed  to  the  senate,  declined  the  proposed 
conference  altogether.  These  proceedings  require 
and  shall  receive  a distinct  consideration.  The  pre- 
sident having  thus  substantially  refused  to  explain 
to  the  senate  the  real  object  of  the  nomination,  it 
was  of  course  left  to  its  own  reflections  and  con- 
jectures upon  the  subject,  with  such  lights  as  it 
otherwise  possessed.  For  it  cannot  escape  the  obser- 
vation of  the  attentive  reader,  that  although  the 
president  in  his  message  tenders  to  the  senate,- “the 
suitable  information  in  the  possession  of  the  execu- 
tive,” lie  gives  no  intimation  of  a disposition  to  ex- 
plain, formally  or  informally,  the  real  objecis  or  po 
licy  covered  by  the  expressions,  “other  considerations 
Conciun'ing  to  render  it  advisable  at  this  period  to 
make  a correspondent  appointment,”  8cC.  Sec.  he 
term  “ information ,”  relates  exclusively  to  facts.  It  is 
often  cailed  for  by  resolution.  The  term  “considera- 
tions,” relates  exclusively  to  opinions.  They  are 
never  intentionally  called  for  from  the  president  by 
resolutions  on  account  of  its  evident  indecorum.  The 
Senate  being  thus  left  to  itself  with  this  diplomatic 
puzzle  to  unravel,  commence  the  perplexing  duty  by 
endeavoring  to  ascertain  what  considerations  other 
than  a desire  to  reciprocate  diplomatic  civilities 
with  Sweden,  could,  at  this  period,  have  induced  the 
president  to  nominate  a minister  plenipotentiary  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  in  exchange  for  a mi- 
nister resident  on  the  part  of  Sweden. 

With- such  information  as  1 possessed  after  the  best 
reflections  J.  could  bestow  upon  the  subject,  essen- 
tially enlightened  too  by  the  judicious  reflections  of 
other  members  of  the  senate,  I could  conceive  of  no 
considerations  which  did  not  relate  to  one  of  the 
following  objects : either  the  interposition  of  the 
good  offices  of  Sweden  to  obtain  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  as  auxiliary  to^the  Russian  mediation,  was 
thus  to  be  solicited  outlie  part  of  the  United  States ; 
or  the  personal  accommodation  of  Mr.  Russell  was 
thus  to  be  cohsulted  ; it  being  known  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  accept  the  appointment  of  minister 
resident.  Would  either  of  these  considerations  jus- 
tify this  diplomatic  eccentricity  in  our  foreign  inter- 
course ? The  first  of  these  considerations  gave  to 
the  transaction  a character  deeply  interesting  to  the 
nation  in  many  points  of  view.  The  second  was  of 
subordinate  importance.  It  either  presented  a gene- 
ral change  upon  a point  of  policy  held  sacred  by  the 
government  from  its  commencement,  to  wit : not  to 
Extend  pofitieal  eonne'ctioiis  in  Europe,  nor  multiply 


one*  without  the  smallest  imputation  upon  the  go-* 
vernment,  at  all  times  in  some  degree  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  other — of  course  it  is  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  a permanent,  distinct*  and  in- 
dependent political  connection  can  be  established! 
between  the  United  States4  and  any  one  of  these 
minor  powers.  A political  agent  at  any  one  of  them, 
therefore,  would  having  nothing  to  do,  and  it 
generally  found,  that  One  placed  abroad  with  nothing 
to  do,  will  find  business  for  himself  by  doing  mis- 
chief. At  least  it  furnishes  him  with  an  inducement, 
to  do  so,  as  he  will  readily  conclude  that  his  place 
will  not  be  of  long  continuance  without  something 
to  do.  Instead  of  a general  change  in  1 1 . is  point  of 
policy,  therefore,  its  propriety  is  sanctioned  by  both 
experience  and  reflection. 

If  then  the  object  was  of  a temporary  character, 
and  consisted  in  the  policy  of  soliciting  the  inter- 
position of  Sweden,  as  auxiliary  to  the  mediation  cyf 
Russia,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  peace  with, 
Great  Britain,  it  becomes  a question  deeply  inter- 
esting to  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  United  States^ 
to  determine,  whether  on  ihe  9th  cf  v of  Ju]v  last; 
that  policy  ought  to  have  been  adopted  by  ihe  United 
Slates— that  being  the  day  on  which  the  senate  re« 
solved,  “That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send. 

* a minister  plenipotentiary  to  Sweden.” 

In  exam  n ng  this  question  I shall  impose  great 
restraints  upon  myself,  lest  I might  unintem  on.  Uy 
be  betrayed  into  expressions  which  might  possibly 
be  construed  into  a Want  of  respect,  to  the  course  of 
policy  attributed  to  the  president  of  the  United! 
States.  Let  me  then  entreat  you,  fellow-citizens,  to 
reflect  and  determine  for  yourselves;  whether,  undet? 
the  circumstances  existing  on  the  9ili  of  July  last# 
the  solicitation  of  Sweden  to  interpose  her  good 
offices  in  co-operation  with  Russia  to  obtain  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  would  have  promoted  the  dig- 
nity, the  honor  or  the  interest  of  the  United  States  ? 
Would  it  have  had  any  tendency  to  procure  peace?' 
On  the  other  hand,  might  it  not  have  had  some  ten- 
dency to  defeat  its  own  object  ?'  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  whether  the  mediation  of  Russia  was 
offered  of  her  own  voluntary  motion  or  not,  it  was- 
by  that  day  clearly  ascertained  that  it  was  noU- 
sought  for  by  Great  Britain  ; and  it  was  then  be* 
lieved  that  the  overture  was  cooly  received  by  hefy 
and  if  not  promptly  rejected  was  certainly  not 
promptly  accepted.  What  benefit  then  could  lie  ra*. 


* A commercial  connection  has  for  a long  tune, 
existed  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden.  Thrfr 
lias  no  relation  to  a political  connection.  It  is  super- 
intended by  consuls,  who  are  commercial  and  no* 
political  agents.  These  depend  upon  their  official 
perquisites  from  commerce  for  their  compensations* 
No  fixed  salaries  are  allowed  them  by  government.. 
Political  agents  are  allowed  fixed  salaries.  Tn  the 
present  state  of  our  commerce  with  Sweden  might-- 
not  Mr.  Speyer  prefer  a political  to  a Commercial 
agency  ! It  appears  from  his  correspondence,  that' 
lie  declines  presenting  his  consulate  credentials# 
until  the  point  of  a political  connection  with  Swedeaj^ 
should  be  settled  <ip  the.  United  Stgt 
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. ionally  expected  by  soliciting1  the  auxiliary  inter- 
position of  Sweden  f Might  it  not  produce  injurious 
Consequence*?  When  Great  Britain  had  manifested 
So  little  respect  for  the  mediation  of  Russia,  would 
the  solicitude  of  the  United  States  to  enlist  another 
po  wer  of  comparatively  subordinate  influence  in  the 
measures,  increase  the  respect  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  United  States  ? What. inference  would  naturally 
be  drawn  from  such  a proceeding  by  Great  Britain 
and  by  every  other  power  in  Europe?  Certainly  an 
unbecoming  solipitude  for  pence,  and  an  astonishing 
instability  in  carrying  on  a war  recently  proclaimed 
by  the  United  States.  Would  impressions  lik-  these 
be  likely  to  produce  in  Great  Britain  a disposition 
for  peace  ? Would  they  not  rather  induce  her  to 
conclude  that  the  United  States  were  laboring  under 
some  unknown  incapacity  to  conduct  the  war,  and 
finis,  encourage  her  to  prolong  it  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  their  embarrassments,  and  finally  to  re- 
duce them  to  submission  ? And  would  not  her  mis- 
taken views  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment  in  this 
country  upon  the  subject  of  the  war,  enforce  this 
conclusion  ? Recollect  the  taunting  reply  of  lord 
Castlereagh  to  the  overture  for  peace  made  by  the 
president  a,  few  days  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  no  doubt  will  be  left  on  the  subject.  Besides, 
what  persuasives  could  Sweden  address  Great 
Britain  which  could  possibly  influence  her  to  change 
her  own  views  of  her  own  maritime  rights  ? What 
impressions  could  such  a proceeding  be  likely  to 
make  on  the  government  of  France  ? Recollect  her 
late  and  present  relat  ion  With  Sweden  and  the  answer 
to  the  question  is  obvious.  This  part  of  the  subject, 
however,  will  not  be  further  pressed.  These  general 
points  are  intended  to  show  the  general  course  of 
reflections  which  influenced  my  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  to  suggest  to  others  all  additional  and 
consequential  considerations  belonging  to  it.  Its 
peculiar  delicacy  forbids  a more  particular  de- 
velopement. 

If,  then,  the  senate  did  believe,  that  this  measure 
flowed  from  the  amicable  solicitude  of  the  president 
to  obtain  peace,  and  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  could  not  have  had  that  tendency,  but 
might  have  an  opposite  one,  and  be  at  the  same 
time  attended  with  other  injurious  consequences, 
was  it  not  bound  by  the  highest  constitutional  in- 
junction to  prevent  its  adoption  ? If,  however,  the 
senate  when  left  to  conjecture,  should  have  mistaken 
the  real  views  and  objects  of  the  president  in  this 
respect,  as  I sincerely  hope  it  did,  and  if  the  higher 
office  should  have  been  conferred  on  Mr.  Russell 
for  his  personal  accommodation  without  any  refer- 
ence to  eventual  powers  or  objects,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  Swedish  government  and  Mr.  Kantzow 
what  more  proper  reply  could  the  senate  have  made 
to  the  president,  than  it  did  make  ? What  course 
fwtild  be  more  respectful  to  him,  or  less  injurious  to 
Idle  feelings  of  Mr.  Russell,  to  wit — that  it  is  at  this 
time  inexpedient  to  send  a minister  plenipotentiary 
to  Sweden.  Offices  in  this  country,  are  public  pro- 
perty, and  intended  for  public  use,  and  not  for  per- 
sonal benefit,  and  if  Mr.  Russell  could  not  find  it 
convenient  to  accept  the  office  the  public  interest 
required,  in  my  judgment  the  senate  could  not  have 
beta  justified  in  advising  tine  president  to  make  one 
for  his  personal  accommodation,  which  the  public 
interest  did  not  require.  If  the  president  had  thought 
proper  to  reciprocate  on  equal  terms  the  diplomatic  I 
civilities  of  Sweden  and  had  nominated  Mr.  Russell! 
.for  the  mission,  although  its  utility  in  other  respects  j 
might  have  been  questioned  by  some,  I do  not  be- 
lieve there  would  be  in  the  senate  one  solitary  ob- 
jection to  the  measure,  nor  to  the  person  nominated. 
t CCvl^rnly  entertained  ’he  most  respectful  consi-i 


deration  for  Mr.  Russell  personally,  and  would  have 
taken  great  pleasure  in  testifying  it,  by  voting  for 
him  upon  any  proper  occasion";  but  I never  can  per- 
mit my  personal  respects  for  anv  individual  to  carry 
me  so  far  as  to  disregard  in  his  "favor,  solemn  duties 
imposed  on  me  by  my  official  station.  Besides,  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  did  by  no  means  preclude, 
the  president,  from  nominating  a minister  resident 
to  Sweden  corresponding  with  the  one  sent  here  op 
her  part.  Why  this  was  not  done,  is  not  for  the  se- 
nate, nor  for  me  to  enquire.  It  rests  solely  upon  his 
own  discretion.  Nor  can  the  vote  on  this  occasion  be 
considered  as  being  influenced  in  any  great  degree, 
by  party  feelings,  as  will  appear  by  the  ayes  and 
noes  below.  Upon  the  whole,  I have  now  exposed  to 
you  the  real  history  of  this  transaction  which  in- 
fluenced my  conduct  on  the  occasion,  and  I have 
onlv  to  remark  that  its  prospect,  affords  me  much 
consolation.  WM.  B.  GILES. 

Wigwam,  October  20,  1813. 

Friday,  July  9. — The  senate  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  Russell,  of 
Rhode-Island,  to  be  minister  plenipotentiary'  to  Swe- 
den, together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsboro  ugh* 
under  consideration  yesterday,  thereon  : and  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative-— ayes  22,  noes  14,  ns  follows  : 

AYES — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Dagget,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  TSfolds borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Stone,  Wells — 22. 

NOES — Messrs.  Brent,  Bullock,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Howell,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington — 14. 

. Resolved , That  it  is  inexbepient  at  this  time  to 
send  a minister  plenipotentiary  to  Sweden. 


Catholics  of  Ireland 

Dublin,  June  2d. 

“To  the  honorable  the  House  of 

Commons  in  parliament  assembled , 

“We,  the  Roman  Catholic  people  of  Ireland,  again 
approach  the  legislature  with  a statement  of  the 
grievances  under  which  we  labor,  and  of  which  we 
most  respectfully,  but,  at  the  same  time,  most  firm- 
ly, solicit  the  effectual  redress.  Our  wrongs  are  so 
notorious,  and  so  numerous,  that  their  minute  detail 
is  quite  unnecessary,  and  would  indeed  be  impossi- 
ble were  it  deemed  expedient.  Ages  of  persecution 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  patience  on  the  other,  suffi- 
ciently attest  our  sufferings,  and  our  submission. — 
Privations  have  been  answered  only  by  petition — in- 
dignities by  remonstrance- — injuries  by  forgiveness. 
It  has  been  a misfortune  to  have  suffered  for  the  sake 
of  our  religion,  but  it  has  also  been  a pride  to  have 
borne  the  best  testimony  to  the  purity  of  our  doc- 
trine by  the  meekness  of  our  endurance.  Like  the 
great  type  of  our  adoration,  we  have  not  merely  been 
the  passive  victims  of  unjust  infliction,  but  we  have 
even  endeavored  to  expiate  the  cruelty  of  our  op- 
pressors. We  have  sustained  the  power  which 
spurned  us — we  have  nerved  the  arm  that  smote  mi 
—with  a gratitude  always  superior  to  our  privileges, 
we  have  lavished  our  strength,  our  talent,  and  our 
treasuries,  and  buoyed  upon  the  prodigal  profusion 
of  our  young  blood,  the  triumphant  ark  of  British 
liberty. 

“We  approach  then,  with  confidence,  an  enlight- 
ened legislature.  In  the  name  of  nature,  we  ask 
our  rights  as  men — in  the  name  of  the  constitu- 
tion, we  ask  our  privileges  as  subjects — in  the 
name  of  God,  we  ask  the  sacred  charter  of  unper- 
secuted  piety  as  Christians. 

“Are  securities  required  of  US'?  We  offer  them-®- 
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the  best,  securities  a throne  can  have — the  affection 
of  a people.  We  offer  f-ith  that  was  never  violated 
— Hearts,  that  were  never  corrupted— Vaior,  that 
never  crouched.  Every  hour  of  pent  proved  our  al- 
Jegi.nce,  and  evert  field  of  Europe  exhibits  its 
FXi  MPI.ES. 

“We  abjure  all  temporal  authority  except  that  of} 
our  sovereign — we  acknowledge  no  civil  tie,  save! Total  of  chartered  bank  capital, 
that  of- our  constitution — and  for  our  lavish  and 
voluntary  expenditures,  we  only  ask,  a reciprocity 

of  benefits. 

“S.  pu  ■itiug’,  as  we  da,  our  civil  rights  from  our 


In  giving  charters  to  banks,  the  state 
has,  in  several  instances,  reserved  the 
right  of  subscribing  a certain  number  of 
shares,  some  part  of  which  is  already 
subscribed,  and  when  completed,  will 
arid  to  the  above  amount,  about 


2M 


810,00® 


$ 21,660,000 

The  Manhattan  has  2 branches  at  Potighkccjme 
and  Utica — the  Middle  District  Bank  has  one  at 
Kingston — the  Bank  of  Troy  has  one  at  Waterford — ■ 
and  the  Bank  of  Hudson  lias  one  at  Coxsackie  and 


spiritual  duties,  we  earnestly  'desir 


•e  that  they  may' one  at 
unto  Caesar  the  The 


Athens 


things  tint  are  Ciesar’s,” — but  we  must  also  “render 
unto  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.”  Our  church 
could  not  descend  to  claim  a state  authority,  nor  do 
we  ask  for  it  a state  aggrandizement  ; its  hopes,  its 
powers,  and  its  pretentions,  are  of  another  world  ; 
and  when  we  raise  our  hands  to  the  state,  our  pray- 
ers is  not  that  the  fetters  may  be  transferred  to  those1 
hands  which  are  raised  for  us  to  Heaven.  We  would, 
not  erect  a splendid  shrine  even  to  liberty  on  the 
ruins  of  the  'empie. 

“In  behalf  then,  of  five  millions  of  a brave  and 
an  msulted  people,  we  call  on  the  legislature  to  an- 
nihilate the  odious  bondage  which  bovtf  down  the 
mental,  physical  and  moral  energies  of  Ireland-:  *nd 
in  the  name  of  that  gospel,  which  excludes  all  dis- 
tinctions, we  ask  freedom  of  conscience  for  the 
whole  Christian  world.” 

Mr. Charles  Philips  having  been  declared  the  #u 
thor  of  tli is  composition,  several  members  spofr# 
highly  in  his  praise  ; and  Mr.  O’Conner  moved  the 
fallowing  resolution  : 

“That  tlie  heartfelt  gratitude  of  the  Catholic 
board  be  presented  to  the  splendid  and  patriotic 
friend  of  Ireland,  Charles  Philips,  Esq.  barrister  at 
law,  for  the  exertions  by  which  he  has  served  and 
ornamented  the  cause  of  our  common  country.1 

Tins  vote  ol  thanks,  was  passed  with  acclamation. 


Banking  capital  ol  New- York, 

DECEMBER,  1813. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  following  to  the  [New- 
'fmrgj]  Political  Index. 

CHARTERED  BANKS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Capital. 

Jt'ert-York,  Bank  of  New- York,  $ 1,050,000 

Bank  of  America,  4,000, OnO 

City  Bank  2,000,000 

Manhattan  Bank,  2,000,000 

Merchants’  Bank,  1,250,000 

Mechanics’  Bank, 

Manufacturing  Co. 

Union  Bank, 

INe-xburgh,  Bank  of  Newburgh, 

Goshen  Orange  County  Bank, 


times  the  amount  of  their  capital. 

Notices  have  been  given  of  intended  applications  to 
the  legislature, for  the  establishment  of  eight  more 
b,„nks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $>7,708,000— » 
and  a number  of  otlier  applications  it  is  suggested 
will  be  made  ! 

Banking  capital  of  R.  Island. 


Providence, 
Rhode-lsland, 
Exchange, 

Bristol, 

Washington- 

Warren, 

Smithfield, 

Newport, 

Roger  Williams, 
Rhode  Island  Union, 
Rhode-lsland  Central, 
Narragansett, 
Commercial, 


$ 450.009 

100,000 

400.000 

120.000 

50.000 

85.000 

60.000 

120,000 

150.000 

200.000 
60,000 
50, "00 

- 50,000 


$ 1,895,000 

Banks  13;  capital  $ 1,895,000;  bills  in  circula- 
tion 769,922 ; specie  689,981  44 ; bills  of  other 
245,273  16  ; deposites  1,092,260  17 ; depo- 
sited in  other  bvnks  329,212  02;  debts  due  line 
banks  2,486,668  34.  The  foregoing  is  from  an  offi- 
cial report. 


French  Finances. 

The  account*  of  the  French  empire  for  the  year 
1811,  printed  in  1813,  give  the  following  results. 

RECEIPTS  FROM  GENERAL  FUNDS. 

General  receipts  into  the  imperial  treasury  for  1811. 


Direct  taxes, 

. C Produce, 
l ubUc  Dematns,  £ \Voocls,  * 


Ordinary  duties,  .... 

2,000,000 [Duty  on  salt, 

750,o-00i  Extraoruinnvv  duties,  under  decree  22d 


Francs 263,928,089 
41,592,354 
2,961,336 
64,836,017 
o/  ,281,248 


Poughkeepsie , Middle  district  Bank, 
Hudson,  Bank  of  Columbia, 

Bank  of  Hudson, 
Cattskill,  Cattskill  Bank, 

Albany,  t Bank  of  Albany, 

Fanners*  and  Mechanics’ 
State  Bank, 

Troy,  Farmers’  Bank, 

Troy  Bank, 

Lanstngburgli,  Bank  of  Lansmburgh, 
Schenectady,  Mohawk  Bank, 

Utica , Bank  of  Utica, 


1,800,000 

400,000 

400.000 

500.000 

150.000 


J i ily , 1810,  .....  14,091,825 

Lotteiy,  ......  15,952,607 

Post  office,  . . -<  . . . 7,971,597 

Property  redeemed  or  restored,  . . 112,543,892 

Salt  and  tobacco,  duties  beyond  the  Alps,  4,650,000 


300.000  Saltworks,  . . . . . . 

400.000  j Money, ■ 

280.000  j Exterior  receipts  of  Italy, 

600,000 ! Incidental  receipts,  . 

460,000 ! Temporary  contributions  of  the  Mouths 


Cunandai 


<g’t. 


lt-a-’i#  B.mk, 


300.000 

500.000 

200.000 
200,000 
800,000 
500,000! 

$ 2Q,8£0300§’ 


of  the  Rhine  and  Scheldt, 

Holland, 

Illyria,  ...... 

Hamburg,  and  the  Hanseatic  depart- 
ments, . . . * • 

Anticipations  for  1812, 


3,000,000 
1 ,490,5 1$ 
30,000,000 
2,105,42 2 

3,312.552 
47'*^  78 

8,530,338 

14,615,911 

7,479,033 


Total. 


Francs  681*432;35a 
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special  Fcrirjis. 

Additional  tenths,  . . Francs  35,495,339 

Proceeds  of  roads,  canals  and  bridges,  5,334,818 
^Proceeds  of  effects  taken  in  the  military 

service 11,962,649 

^Funds  derived  to  the  treasury  from  exte- 
rior sources, 

Proceeds  of  effects  in  the  murine  service 
Proceeds  of  mines,  . . . 

Dutj/  on  Neapolitan  cottons, 

^Revenues  of  the  Hanseatic  departments* 
of  the  county  of  Lippe,  Iilyria,  and 
Holland,  . . . 

Bunds  not  directly  recovered  by  the  trea- 
sury, . , . . 

jFunds  in  the  caisse  d’amertisment, 

Publication  of  the  bulletin  of  laws,  , 


3,593,369 
1,975,804 
259,131 
. 657,085 


977,213 

10,144,264 
3'J5,000 
. 221,469 


Besourees. 


C Special, 
C General, 


68,826,132 

681,432,862 


General  total  revenue.  1811,  Francs  750,258,994 


m 


President’s  Mess 

0n  the  7th  inst.  at  12  o'clock,  the  President  of  th 
United  States  transmitted  ike  folio-wing  message  to, 
both  houses  of  congress,  by  Jllr.  Coles  his  secretary . 

fellow  citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

In  meet  jug’  you  at  the  present  interesting  conjunc' 
it  would  have  been  highly  satisfactory  if  I 


enemy  were  also  to  be  encountered,  have  presented 
achievments  of  our  naval  arms,  as  brilliant  in  their 
character  as  they  have  been  important  in  their  con- 
sequences. 

On  iake  Erie  the  squadron  under  the  command  of 
captain  Perry,  having  met  the  British  squadron  of 
superior  force,  a sanguinary  conflict  ended  in  the 
capture  of  the  whole.  The  conduct  of  that  officer* 
adroit  as  it  was  daring,  ana  which  was  so  well  second- 
ed by  his  comrades,  justly  entitles  them  to  the  ad- 
miration and  gratitude  of  their  ~ountry;  and  will 
fill  an  early  page  in  its  naval  annals,  with  a victory, 
never  surpassed  in  lustre,  however  much  it  may  have 
bee  n in  magnitude. 

On  lake  Ontario,  the  caution  of  the  British  com- 
mander, favored  by  contingencies,  frustrated  the  ef- 
forts of  the  American  commander  to  bring  on  a de- 
cisive action.  Captain  Chauncy  was  able,  however, 
to  establish  an  ascendancy  on  that  important  theatre: 
and  to  prove,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  effected 
every  thing  possible,  that  opportunities  only  were 
wanted,  for  a more  shining  display  of  his  own  talents 
and  of  the  gallantly  of  those  under  his  command. 

The  success  on  lake  Erie  having  opened  a passage 
to  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  the  officer  command- 
ing the  north-western  army  transferred  the  war  thi- 
ther ; and  rapidly  pursuing  the  hostile  troops  fleeing 
with  their  savage  associates,  forced  a general  action, 
w hich  quickly  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  Bri- 
tish, and  dispersion  of  the  savage  force. 

This  result  is  signally  honorable  to  major-general, 
! Harrison,  by  whose  military  talents  it  was  prepared  ; 


ture, 

could  have  communicated  a favorable  result  to  the1, to  cal.  Johnson  and  his  mounted  volunteers,  whose 
mission  charged  with  neg'ociations  for  restoring  impetuous  onset  gave  a decisive  blow  to  the  ranks  of 
peace.  It  was  a just  expectation  from  the  respect  the  enemy  ; and  to  the  spirit  of  the  volunteer  militia 
due  to  the  distinguished  sovereign  who  had  invited; equally  brave  and  patriotic,  who  bore  an  interesting 
them  by  his  offer  of  mediation,  from  the  readiness  j part  in  the  scene;  more  especially  to  the  chief  ma- 
wkli  which  the  invitation  was  accepted  on  the  part  j gistrate  of  Kentucky  at  the  head  of  them,  whose 
of  the  United  S X .s,  and  from  the  pledge  to  be  found  j heroism,  signalised  in  the  war  which  established  the 
in  an  act.  of  their  legislature  for  the  liberality  which  I independence  of  his  country,  sought  at  an  advanced 
their  plenipotentiaries  would  carry  into  the  negotia-  j age,  a share  in  hardships  and  battles,  for  maintains 
t ons,  that  no  time  woui 
vern merit  in  embracim 


lid  be  lost  by  the  British  go- jing  its  rights  and  its  safety. 

the  experiment  ffir  hastening  j The  effect  of  these  successes  has  been  to  rescue 
a stop  to  the  effusion  .of  blood.  A prompt  and  cor-!  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  from  their  oppressions 
dial  acceptance  of  the  mediation  on  that  side  was 
tile  less  to  be  doubted  as  it  was  of  a nature  not 
to  submit  rights  or  pretensions  on  either  side  to  the 
decision  of  an  union  e,  but  to  afford  merely  an  op- 
portunity, honorable  and  desirable  to  both,  for  dis- 
cussing, and  if  possible  adjusting  their*,  for  the  in- 
terests pf  both. 

The  British  cabinet,  either  mistaking  our  desire 
pf  peace  for  a dread  of  Brit  ish  power,  or  misled  by 
other  fallacious  calculations,  has  disappointed  this 
reasonable  anticipation.  No  communication  front 
'pur  envoys  having  reached  us,  no  information  on 
the  subject  has  been  received  from  that  source.— — 

But  it  is  known  that  the  mediation  was  declined  in 
the  first  instance,  and  there  is  no  evidence,  not  with 
standing  ti  e lapse  of  time,  that  a change  of  disposi 
lion  in  the  British  councils  has  taken  place,  or  is  to 
1>e  expected. 

Under  such  circumstances,  a nation  proud  of  its 
jdghts,  and  conscious  of  its  strength,  had  no  choice 
but  an  exertion  of  the  one  in  support  of  the  other. 

To  this  determination,  the  best  encouragement  is 
fferived  from  the  success  in  which  it  lias  pleased  the 
.Almighty  to  bless  our  arms,  both  on  the  land  and  on 
’“the.,  waters. 

Whilst  proofs  h^ve  been  continued  of  the  enter- 
prize  and  skill  of  our  cruizers,  public  and. private, 

0U  the  ocean,  and  a new  trophy  gained  in  the  capture 
of  a B.  itish  by  an  American  vessel  of  war,  after  an 
^action  giving  celebrity  to  the  name  of  the  victorious 
'i^ojpintladeri  the  great  inland  waters,'  on  which  the 


aggravated  by  gross,  infractions  of  the  capitulation 
which  subjected  them  to  a foreign  power  ; to  allien- 
ate  the  savages  of  numerous  tribes  from  the  enemy* 
by  whom  they  were  disappointed  and  abandoned  ; 
and  to  relieve  an  extensive  region  of  country  from  a 
merciless  warfare  which  desolated  its  frontiers,  and 
imposed  on  its  Citizens  the  most  harrassing  services. 

In  consequence  of  our  naval  superiority  on  lake 
Ontario,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  by  it  for  con- 
centrating our  forces  by  water,  operations  which  had 
been  previously  planned,  were  set  on  foot,  against 
the  possessions  of  the  enemy  on  the  St.  Lawrence. — 
Such,  however,  was  the  delay  produced,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  adverse  weather  of  unusual  violence 
and  continuance,  and  such  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  final  movements  of  the  army,  that  the  pros- 
pect, atone  time  so  favorable,  was  not  realized. 

The  cruelty  of  the  enemy,  in  enlisting  the  savages 
into  a war  with  a nation  desirous  of  mutual  emula- 
tion in  mitigating  its  calamities,  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  any  one  quarter.  Wherever  they  could  be 
turned  against  us,  no  exertions  to  effect  it  have  been 

spared.?: On  our  south-western  border,  the  Creek 

tribes,  who,  yielding  to  our  persevering  endeavors, 
were  gradually  acquiring  more  civilized  habits,  be- 
came the  unfortunate  victims  of  seduction.  A war 
in  that  quarter  has  been  the  consequence,  infuriated 
by  a bloody  fanaticism,  recently  propagated  among 
therm 

It  was  necessary  to  crush  such  a war  before  it  could 
spread  among  the  contiguous  tribes,  and  before 
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QQald  favor  enterprizes  of  the  enemy  into  that  vicini- 
ty. With  this  view  a force  was  called  into  the  ser- 
vice or  the  United  States,  from  the  states  of  Geor- 
gia and  Tennessee,  which,  with  the  nearest  regular 
troop;,  and  other  corps  from  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory,' might  not  only  chastise  the  savages  into  pre- 
sent peace,  but  makes  a lasting  impression  on  their 
tears. 

The  progress  of  the  expedition,  as  far  as  is  yet 
known, corresponds  with  the  martial  ze*l  with  which 
it  w.is  espoused ; and  the  Lest  hopes  of  a satisfacto- 
ry issue  are  authorised  by  the  complete  success  with 
which  a well  planned  enterprise  was  executed 
against  a body  of  hostile  savages,  by  a detachment 
of  the  volunteer  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  the 
gallant  command  of  general  Coffee  ; and  by  a still 
more  important  victory  over  a large  body  of  them, 
gained  underthe  immediate  command  of  major-ge- 
nerrti  JaGkson  ; an  officer  equally  distinguished  for 
his  patriotism  and  Jus  military  talent*. 

The  systematic  perseverance  of  the  enemy  in 
courting  the  ^id  of  the  savages  in  all  quarters,  had 
the  natural  effect  of  kindling  their  ordinary  propen- 
sity to  war  into  a passion,  which,  ev*n  Among  those 
best  disposed  towards  the  United  States,  was  ready, 
if  not  employed  on  our  side,  to  be  turned  against  us. 
A departure  from  our  protracted  forbearance  to  ac- 
cept the  services  tendered  by  th£m,  has  thus  been 
forced  upon  us.  But,  in  yielding  to  it,  the  retaliation 
has  been  mitigated  as  much  as  possible,  both  in  its 
extent  and  m its  character,  stopping  far  short  of  the 
example  of  the  enemy,  who  owe  the  advantage  they 
have  occasionally  gained  in  battle,  chiefly  to  the 
number  of  their  savage  associates,  and  who  have 
not  controlled  them  either  from  their  usual  practice 
of  indiscriminate  massacre  on  defenceless  inhabi- 
tants, or  from  scenes  of  carnage  without  a parallel, 
on  prisoners  u>  the  British  arms,  guarded  by  all  the 
laws  of  humanity,  and  of  honorable  war. 

For  these  enormities  the  enemy  are  equally  re- 
sponsible, whether  with  the  power  to  prevent  them 
they  want  the  will,  or  the  knowledge  of  a want  of 
power  they  still  avail  themselves  of  such  instru- 
ments. 

1*1  other  respects  the  enemy  are  pursuing  a course 
wli.cli  threatens  consequences  most  afflicting  to  hu- 
manity. 

A standing  law  of  Great  Britain  naturalizes,  as  it 
well  known,  all  aliens,  complying  with  conditions 
limited  to  a shorter  period  than  those  required  by 
the  United  States  ; and  naturalized  subjects,  are  m 
war  employed  by  her  government  in  common  with 
native  subjects.  In  a contiguous  British  province, 
regulations  promulgated  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  compel  citizens  of  the  United  Suites, 
being  there  under  certain  circumstances,  to  bear 
arms,  whilst  of  the  native  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  who  compose  much  of  die  population  of  the 
province,  a number  have  actually  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States  within  their  limits;  some  of 
whom  after  having  done  so,  have  become  prisoners 
of  war,  and  are  now  in  our  possession.  The  British 
commander  in  that  province,  nevertheless,  with  the 
sanction,  as  appears,  of  his  government,  thought 
proper  to  select  from  American  prisoners  of  war, 
and  send  to  Great  Britain  for  trial  as  criminals,  a 
number  of  individuals,  who  had  emigrated  from  the 
British  dominions  long  prior  to  the  state  of  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  who  had  incorporated  them- 
selves into  our  political  society,  in  the  modes  recog- 
nized by  the  law  and  practice  of  Great  Britain,  and 
who  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  under  the  banners 
of  their  adop  ted  country,  fighting  for  its  rights  and 
safety. 

The  protectitn  due  to  those,  citizen^  requiring  an 


effectual  interposition  in  their  behalf  a like  number 
of  British  prisoners  of  war,  were  put  into  confine- 
ment, with  a notification  that  they  would  experience 
whatever  violence  might  be  committed  on  the  Ame- 
rican prisoners  of  war  sent  to  Great  Britain. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  necessary  consequence  of 
the,  step  unadvisedly  taken  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  would  have  led  her  government  to  reflect  on 
the  inconsistencies  of  its  conduct,  and  that  a sym- 
pathy with  the  British,  if  not  with  the  American 
sufferers,  would  have  arrested  the  cruel  career  open- 
ed by  its  example. 

This  was  unhappily  not  the  case.  In  violation  both 
of  consistency  and  of  humanity,  American  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  in  double  the  number 
of  the  British  prisoners  confined  here,  were  ordered 
into  close  confinement,  with  formal  notice  that  in 
the  event  of  a retaliation  for  the  death  which  might 
be  inflicted  on  the  prisoners  of  war  sent  to  Great 
Britain  for  trial,  the  officers  so  confined  would  be 
run  to  death  also.  It  was  notified  at  the  same  time 
that  the  commanders  of  the  British  fleets  and  ar- 
mies on  our  coasts  are  instru^'ed,  in  the' same  event, 
to  proceed  with  a destructive  severity  against  our 
towns  and  their  inhabitants. 

That  no  doubt  might  be  left  with  the  enemy  of 
our  adherence  to  the  retaliating  resort  imposed  on 
us,  a correspondent  number  of  British  officers,  pri- 
soners of  war,  in  our  hands,  were  immediately  pitt 
into  close  confinement,  to  abide  the  fate  of  those 
confined  by  the  enemy  ; and  the  British  government 
has  been  apprized  of  the  determination  of  this  go- 
vernment, to  retaliate  any  oilier  proceedings  against 
us  contrary  to  the  legitimate  modes  of  warfare. 

It  is  as  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  they 
lmve  it  in  their  power  to  meet  the  enemy  in  this  de- 
plorable contest,  as  it  is  honorable  to  them,  that 
they  do  not  join  in  it  but  under  the  most  imperious 
obligations,  and  with  the  humane  purpose  of  effec- 
tuating a return  to  the  established  usages  of  war. 

The  views  of  the  French  government  on  the  sub- 
jects which  have  been  so  long  committed  to  negocia- 
tion,  have  received  no  elucidation  since  the  close  of 
your  late  session.  The  minister  plenipotentiary^of  the 
United  Scales  at  Paris  had  not  been  enabled,  by  pro- 
per opportunities,  to  press  the  objects  of  his  mis- 
sion, as  prescribed  by  his  instructions. 

The  militia  being  always  to  be  regarded  as  the 
great  bulwark  of  defence  and  security  for  free  states, 
and  the  constitution  having  wisely  committed  to  the 
national  authority  a use  of  that  force,  as  the  best 
provision  against  an  unsafe  military  establishment, 
as  well  as  a resource* peculiarly  adapted  to  a conn, 
try  having  the  extent  and  the  exposure  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  1 recommend  to  congress  a revision  of  the 
militia  laws  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  more  ef- 
fectually, the  services  of  all  detachments  called 
into  the  employment  and  placed  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

It  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  congress  also, 
whether,  among  other  improvements  in  the  militia 
laws,  justice  does  not  require  a regulation,  under  due 
precautions,  for  defraying  the  expence  incident  to 
the  first  assembling  as  well  as  to  the  subsequent 
movements  of  detachments  called  into  the  national 
service. 

To  give  to  our  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private, 
the  requisite  advantage  in  their  cruises,  it  is  of 
much  importance  that  they  sho\ild  have,  both  for 
themselves  and  their  prizes,  the  use  of  the  ports  of 
friendly  powers.  With  this  view,  1 recommend  to 
congress  the  expediency  of  such  legal  provisions  as 
may  supply  the  defects,  or  remove  the  doubts  of  the 
executive  authority  to  allow  to  the  cruisers  of  other 
powers,  at  war  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
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such  use  of  the  American  ports  and  markets  as  may 
correspond  with  the  privileges  allowed  by  such  pow- 
ers to  American  cruisers. 

During  the  year  ending  the  30th  September  last, 
the  receipts  into  the  treasury  have  exceeded  tUrty- 
seven  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  near 
twenty-four  millions  were  the  produce  of  loans.  Alter 
meeting  all  the  demands  for  the  public  service,  there 
remained  in  the  treasury  on  that  day,  nefer  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Under  the  authority  assigned  in  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  August  last,  for  borrowing  seven 
millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  that  sum  has  been  ob- 
tained on  terms  more  favorable  to  the  United  States 
than  those  of  the  preceding  loan  made  during  the 
present  year.  Further  sums  to  a considerable  amount 
will  be  necessary  to  be  obtained  in  the  same  way 
during  the  ensuing*  year  ; and  from  die  increased 
capital  of  the  country,  from  the  fidelity  with  which 
the  public  engagements  have  been  kept,  fnd  the  pub- 
lic credit  maintained,  it,  may  be  expected  on  good 
gwunds  that  the  necessary  pecuniary  supplies  will 
not  be  wanting. 

The  experices  of  tl , * current  year,  from  the  multi- 
plied operations  falling  within  it,  have  necessarily 
been  extensive.  But  on  a just  estimate  of  the  cam- 
paign, in  which  the  mass  of  them  has  been  incurred, 
the  cost  will  not  be  found  disproportionate  to  the 
advantages,  which  have  been  gained.  The  campaign 
has,  indeed,  in  its  latter  stages  in  one  qirlrter,  been 
less  favorable  than  was  expected,  but  in  addition  to 
our  naval  success,  the  progress  of  the  campaign  has 
been  filled  with  incidents  highly  honorable  to  the 
American  arms. 

The  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  Craney  island,  on 
fort  Meig*s,  on  S«ckett’s  harbor,  and  on  Sandusky, 
have  been  vigorously  and  successfully  repulsed  ; nor 
have  they  in  any  case  succeeded  on  either  frontier, 
excepting  when  directed  against  the  peaceable  dwel- 
lings of  individuals,  or  villages  unprepared  or  unde- 
fended. 

On  the  other  hand  the  movements  of  the  American 
army  have  been  followed  by  the  reduction  of  York, 
and  of  forts  George,  Erie  and  Malden  ; by  the  reco- 
very of  Detroit  and  the  extinction  of  the  indian  war 
in  the  vest ; and  by  the  occupancy  or  command  of  a 
large  portion  of  Upper  Canada.  Battles  have  also 
been  fought  on  the  borders  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
which,  though  not  accomplishing  their  entire  objects, 
reflect  honor  on  the  discipline  and  pro  west  of  our 
soldiery,  the  best  auguriei  of  eventual  victory.  In 
the  same  scale  are  to  be  placed  the  late  successes 
j.u  the  south,  over  one  of  the  most  powerful,  which 
had  become  one  of  the  most  hostile  also,  of  the 
Indian  tribes. 

It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  communication 
without  expressing  a thankfulness,  in  which  all  ought 
to  unite,  for  the  numerous  blessings  with  which  our 
beloved  country  continues  to  be  favored ; for  the 
abundance  which  overspreads  our  land,  and  the  pre- 
vailing health  of  its  inhabitants  ; for  the  preservation 
.of  out  internal  tranquility,  and  the  stability  of  our 
free  hist  1 rations  ; and  above  all  for  the  light  of  Di- 
vme  truth,  and  the  protection  of  every  man’s  con- 
science in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  And  although  among 
our  blessings  we  cannot  number  an  exemption  from 
the  evils  of  war ; yet  these  will  never  be  regarded  as 
the  greatest  of  evils,  by  the  friends  of  liberty,  and 
. the  rights  of  nations.  Our  country  has  before  pre- 
ferred them  to  the  degrading  condition  which  was 
. oe  alternative,  when  the  sword  was  drawn  in  the 
rase  which  gave  birth  to  our  national  independence; 

■ ud  none  who  contemplate  the  magnitude,  and  feel 
he  value  of  that,  glorious  event,  will  shrink  from  a 
niggle  to  maintain  the  high  and  happy  ground  on 
uoji  it  placed  the  American  people. 


V'.  ..  all  good  citizens,  the  justice  and  necessity 

of  resisting  wrongs  and  usurpations  no  longer  to  be 
borne,  will  sufficiently  outweigh  the  privations  and 
sacrifices,  inseparable  from  a state  of  war.  But  it  \a 
a reflection,  moreover,  peculiarly  consoling,  that 
whilst  wars  are  generally  aggravated  by  their  bane- 
ful effects  on  the  internal  improvements  and  perma- 
nent prosperity  of  the  nations  engaged  in  them,  such 
is  the  favored  situation  ofthc  United  States,  that  the 
ctlamities  of  the  contest  into  which  they  have  been 
compelled  to  enter,  are  mitigated  by  improvements 
*nd  advantages  of  which  the  contest  itself  is  the 
source. 

If  the  war  has  increased  the  interruptions  of  our 
commerce,  it  has  at  the  same  time  cherished  and 
multiplied  our  manufactures,  so  as  to  make  us  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  countries  for  the  more  essential 
branches,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  dependent  on 
none ; and  is  even  rapidly  giving  them  an  extent 
which  will  create  additional  staples  in  our  future 
intercourse  with  foreign  markets. 

If  much  treasure  has  been  expended,  no  inconsi- 
drrtble  portion  of  it  has  been  applied  to  objects  du- 
rtfble  in  their  value  and  necessary  to  our  permanent 
safety. 

If  the  war  has  exposed  us  to  increased  spoliations 
on  the  ocean,  and  to  predatory  incursions  on  tlie 
land,  it  has  developed  the  national  means  of  reta- 
liating* the  former,  and  of  providing  protection 
against  the  latter  ; demonstrating  to  all,  that  every 
blow  aimed  at  our  maritime  independence  is  an  im- 
pulse accelerating  the  growth  of  our  maritime  power. 

By  diffusing  through  the  mass  of  the  nation  the 
elements  of  military  descipline  and  instruction,  by 
augmenting  and  distributing  warlike  preparations, 
applicable  to  future  use,  by  evincing  the  zeal  and 
valor  with  which  they  will  be  employed,  and  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  every  necessary  burden  will 
be  borne  ; a greater  respect  for  our  rights  and  a 
longer  duration  of  our  future  peace  are  promised, 
than  could  be  expected  without  these  proofs  of  the 
national  character  and  resources. 

The  war  has  proved,  moreover,  that  our  free  go- 
vernment, like  other  free  governments,  though  slow 
in  its  early  movements,  acquires  in  its  progress  a 
force  proportioned  to  its  freedom ; and  that  the  union 
of  these  states,  the  guardian  of  the  freedom  and  safe- 
ty of  all  and  of  each,  is  strengthened  by  every  oc- 
casion that  puts  it  to  the  test. 

In  fine,  the  war,  with  all  its  vicissitudes,  is  illus- 
trating the  capacity  and  the  destiny  of  the  United 
States  to  be  a great,  a flourishing,  and  a powerful 
natjon  ; worthy  of  the  friendship  which  it  is  dispo- 
sed to  cultivate  with  all  others,  and  authorised,  by 
its  own  example,  to  require  from  all  an  observance 
of  the  laws  of  justice  and  reciprocity.  Beyond 
these  their  claims  have  never  extended ; and  in  con- 
tending for  these,  we  behold  a subject  for  our  con- 
gratulations, in  the  daily  testimonies  of  increasing 
f harmony  throughout  the  nation,  and  may  humbly 
repose  our  trust  in  the  smiles  of  Heaven  on  so  righte- 
ous a cause. 

JAMES  MADISON; 
Washington,  December  7,  1813. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

There  was  a most  dreadful  gale  at  Halifax,  on  the 
evening  of  the  12th  ult.  It  was  accompanied  with 
heavy  showers  of  rain.  It  was  extremely  dark,  and 
the  howling  of  the  wind,  with  the  blue  lights  and 
signal  guns  of  distress  from  the  armed  vessels,  add- 
ed lo  the  piercing  shrieks  of  the  people/  horribly 
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increased  the  terrors  of  the  scene.  The  gale  only 
lasted  about  two  hours,  but.  in  the  morning,  all  the 
shore,  lined  with  wrecks  and  vessels,  proclaimed  the 
strength  of  the  storm.  Among  «he  shipping  in  the 
harbor  were  several  vessels  with  troops,  about  to  sail 
under  admiral  IVarren  on  an  expedition  to  the  south- 
ern coast  of  the  U States.  The  account  details  for- 
ty-five vessels  on  shore,  the  most  of  them  much  in- 
jured, if  not  destroyed ; seventeen  sunk ; 10  or  12  rode 
out  the  gale,  with  the  loss  of  spars,  and  injured  by 
vessels  running  foul  of  them,  &.c.  Besides  these,  we 
observe  the  following  notices  of  such  as  belong  to 
the  royal  navv : 

The  St.  Domingo  and  La  Hogue , of  7 4 guns  each, 
were  ashore  ; apparently  not  essentially  injured  ; but 
we  have  hopes  that  their  weight  on  the  ground, may 
have  finished  them. 

The  Maidstone  36,  ashore  very  much  injured. 

The  Atalanta  sloop  24  guns,  destroyed. 

Brigs  Epervier,  (bilged)  Manly,  Fahtome,  Ring- 
dove and  Arab,  all  ashore,  much  injured. 

Alphea  schooner,  supposed  to  be  lost  with  all  her 
crew. 

(Janso,  do.  ashore,  very  much  injured. 

Shelburne,  do.  dismasted,  and  otherwise  injured. 

Transport  ship  Three  Sisters,  sunk  ; do.  no.  492 
ashore  ; Hyena,  do.  lost  two  masts,  and  bowsprit ; 

Swift,  store  ship,  much  injured  ; ordnance  schooner, 

lost  bowsprit,  and  otherwise  injured.  _J|| 

The  Poic tiers, Victorious,  Nymph,  Tenedos,  Bar- -j  tpe  commanding  officer  (captain  Smith* being  ab- 
rossa,  Diadem,  Success,  Nemesis,  Romulus  and  I,  ■'  * L ’ 1 ’ ’ 

Arab,  rode  out  the  gule;  most  of  them  were  con- 


at.  the  head  of  his  men.”  [See  Wilkinson’s  despatch,  j 
The  president  gave  “our  gallant  guest;”  and  lieut. 
jWCull  being  called  upon  gave  “The  citizens  of 
Baltimore  ; may  their  happiness  and  prosperity  keep 
pace  with  their  hospitality  and  enterprize. 

The  idea  that  belongs  to  the  restoration  of  a captive 
to  lus  home  and  country  is  lost,  in  considering  the  state 
of  British  seamen  ; and  the  extravagant  exertions 
they  frequently  make  to  prevent  a return  to  the 
beloved  service  of  the  king, should  teach  us  to  apply 
this  repugnance  in  aid  of  the  war  against  mansieal- 
ing  and  piracy. 

The  arguments  we  might  use  to  a British  prisoner 
to  induce  him  peaceably  to  obtain  his  “freedom,” 
brings  to  recollection  a scene  said  to  have  occurred 
at  Newgate  [London.]  A fellow  brought  out  to  be 
executed,  instead  of  quietly  submitting  to  his  fate, 
kicked  and  cuffed,  and  resisted  the  officers,  by  every 
means  in  his  power  ; swearing  he  would  defend  him- 
self to  the  last!  The  priest  that  stood  by  came 
forward,  and  concluded  many  soothing  expressions, 
with  “do  dear  man — do  be  hung/” — “I  won’t”  said 
the  fellow — “if  I can  help  it.” 

The  following  is  from  the  Salem  papers  of  the 
27th  ultimo  : — 

Mutiny  on  board  the  cartel. — On  Thursday  evening 
last,  the  British  prisoners  on  board  the  cartel  brig 
Anolostan,  lying  below  the  fort,  bound  to  Halifax, 
rose  upon  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig,  confined 


sent)  and  fifteen  men  below  and  took  complete  pos- 
session of  the  vessel.  Their  avowed  intention  was  to 
board  the  privateer  brig  Alfred,  which  was  lying 
within  gun  shot,  and  go  off  with  both  vessels.  For- 
tunately, in  the  scuffle,  an  officer  of  the  cartel 
jumped  into  a small  boat  which  was  along  side,  and 
got  on  board  the  Alfred,  whose  crew  were  imme- 
diately called  to  quarters,  and  the  brig  prepared  to 
open  a fire  upon  the  cartel  should  she  attempt  to  pass 
her.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Jedutliun  Upton  (an 
officer  of  the  prison  ship)  who  was  sent  on  board  the 
cartel  in  the  revenue-boat  just  before  the  mutiny 
commenced,  succeeded  with  much  difficulty  in  get- 
ting on  board  the  boat,  several  attempts  having  been 
made  by  some  of  the  prisoners  to  stab  him,  but, 
otliers  interfered  and  prevented  it ; he  came  up  to 
town,  took  on  board  captain  Smith  and  several  vo- 


siderably  injured  by  other  vessels  running  foul  of 
them. 

. It  is  probable  this  disaster  may  compel  admiral 
Warren  to  postpone  his  intended  expedition.  How- 
ever, it  would  be  well  for  every  man  on  the  southern 
coast  to  stand  on  his  defence  ; and, among  other  pre- 
cautionary measures,  be  ready  to  send  into  the  inte- 
rior his  negroes ; for  a trade  in  these  miserable  crea- 
tures will  assuredly  form  a prominent  point  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  gallant  knight,  if  he  visits  the 
-shore. 

What  will  the  “ holy  men ,”  the  “elect”  of  Great 
Britain , — they  who  have  impiously  ascribed  to  the 
immediate  agency  of  th£  Almighty,  every  disaster 
that  has  attended  the  American  arms,  say  to  this 
“act  of  God  At  the  very  moment,  too,  when  the|iunteers",  proceeded  along  side  the  A 1 (red,  and  "with 
enemy  was  about  to  depart  to  conflagrate  and  steal,  about  twenty-five  of  the  privateer’s  crew,  well 
to  plunder  and  destroy,  without  legitimate  object  ?—  I armed,  boarded  the  cartel  about  9 P.  M.  (the  wind 
Who  shall  scan  the  ways  of  Providence,  or  blasphe-  blowing  a gale  at  the  time  from  the  southward)  and 
mously  assign  to  eternal  justice  its  course  ?— Hea-  immediately  succeeded  in  driving  the  prisoners  be- 
ven,  in  mercy  forbid,  that  / should  ever  do  this  how,  where  they  were  confined  for  the  night.  No  per- 
illing! How  will  tltey  “account”  for  the  things  that  son  was  seriously  injured  in  this  affair.  The  number 
are  alluded  to  above  ? But  I judge  them  not.  of  prisoners  on  board  was  about  140. 

Lieutenant  — On  Wednesday,  the  1st 

instant,  this  gallant  young  officer  was  entertained  at 
Gadsby’s  hotel,  Baltimore , by  a mixed  company  of 
Americans,  about  sixty  in  number.  Among  the  invited 
guests  were  captains  liidgley  and  Spence,  of  the 
United  States’ sloops  Erie  and  Ontario.  After  dinner 
the  following,  among  many  other  excellent  toasts, 
were  drank. 

The  Union — Esto  perpetua.  [When  this  toast  was 
announced  each  gentleman  rose  by  spontaneous  im- 
pulse from  his  chair,  and  it  was  drank  standing.] 

The  President ; the  memory  of  Washington;  the  navy; 
the  army;  Hull,  Bainbvidge,  Decatur  and  Jones;  Rodg- 
ers, Porter  and  Smith  ; O.  H.  Perry — lake  Erie  too 
limited  a theatre  for  a Nelson’s  soul ; the  brave  El- 
liott— Perry’s  right  arm  in  the  day  of  battle  ; and  the 
memories  of  Lawrence,  Burrows  and  Allen  ; Trippe, 

Somers,  Wadsworth,  Caldwell  and  Israel,  and  Trux- 


Six  of  the 

ring-leaders  are  in  irons.  The  cartel  probably  sailed 
last  night  for  Halifax. 

A “peace”- loving  gentleman  suggests  that  the 
duty  on  bills  and  notes  discounted  by  the  banks  m-y 
be  “evaded”  by  writing  them  upon  birch  bark.  Tins 
was  “found  ®ut”  in  Connecticut. 

The  Columbian  ironically  states  that  many  fast 
sailing  “ Connecticut  runners ” have  made  voyages  to 
and  from  St.  Bartholomews,  in  twenty  days  ! We  trust 
these  “friends  of  commerce”  will  be  checked. 

“Magnanimity.” — “The  English  ship  Isabella,  of 
London,  from  Port-Jackson  (with  25,00  . seal  skins, 
90  tons  oil  andSO.or  40  do.  pearl  shells,)  was  strand- 
ed on  one  of  the  Faulkland  Islands  last  May ; her 
officers,  passengers  and  crew  were  saved  from  their 
perilous  situation  by  the  brig  Ninian,  Barnard,  of 
New  York,  who,  at  the  time  of  preserving  them  in- 


ton,  were  gratefully  remembered.  The  memory  of  \ formed  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
hrigadier-gen.  Covington, — “he  fell  where  he  fought,  Great  Britain: — In  return  for  this  humane  act,  tire 
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officers,  &c.  of  the  Isabella  took  possession  of  the 
Minian,  and  earned  her  to  Eagle  Island,  f run  ivhente 
she  was  sent  to  England , a nos  prize.” 

More  “magnanimity.” — The  British  brig  of  war 
Wasp  lately  captured  two  boats  off'  Plymouth  light, 
one  was  in  ballast,  the  other  filled  with  empty  bar- 
rels—she  carried  them,  as  was  supposed,  ten  leagues 
from  the  nearest  land,  then  sunk  one  of  them  and 
divested  the  other  of  her  rigging  and  sails.  After 
Which  the  crews  of  both  were  told  they  might  take 
fche  latter,  and  “go  to  It — 11,’*  or  remain  on  board 
and  “go  to  Halifax.”  They  preferred  the  chance  of 
the  former,  and  with  one  day's  provisions,  only,  de- 
parted ; they  entreated  for  a little  additional  supply, 
but  the  captain  valiantly  swore  he  would  not  give 
them  an  ounce  to  save  their  lives  ! — Some  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Wasp,  more  humane,  advised  them  to 
stay  on  hoard,  as  it  was  hardly  possible  they  could 
reach  the  shore,  situated,  as  they  were ; but  they 
happily  arrived  at  Boston. 

The  mediation. — A Russian  ship  has  arrived  at 
Charleston,  and  brings  a report  that  the  British  had 
appointed  a plenipotentiary  to  meet  our  ministers  at 
St.  Petersburg. 

Conquest  of  Canada. — A writer,  in  the  Democratic 
Press , who  appears  to  understand  his  subject,  gives 
in  detail,  a sketch  of  the  several  campaigns  against 
Canada  to  wrest  that  country  from  France ; from 
which  it  appears — “The  first  campaign  (1755)  was 
jeommenced  by  the  British  with  10,000  men,  while 
the  whole  force  of  the  French  in  Canada,  was  not 
more  that  1500  regulars,  and  600  militia,  and  failed 

The  second  campaign  (1756)  w<#s  commenced  with 
& British  force  of  18,000  men,  against  the  French 
force  of  5000,  and failed. 

“ The  third  campaign  (1757)  commenced  with  a 
much  superior  force  to  that  of  the  last  year,  against 
a French  force  not  exceeding  9000  men,  and  failed. 

“The  fourth  campaign  (1758)  commenced  under 
the  command  of  general  Abercrombie,  with  a force 
of  50,000  men,  20,000  of  which  were  Americans, 
against  a vastly  inferior  French  force,  and  also  failed. 

“The  fifth  campaign  (1759)  opened  with  even  a 
more  powerful  force  than  that  of  1758,  and  finally 
succeeded  in  expelling  the  French  power  from  Cana- 
da. 

“Fjrexcu  ixeltjexce!” — Extract  from  a late  patri- 
otic gazette — “ Interests  (says  this  writer)  inclines 
every  lover  of  his  country , who  would  promote  her 
prosperity,  to  espouse  the  conduct  and  cause  of  En- 
gland, as  the  advocate  of  commercial  privileges  and 
of  iiatioxal  freedom , without  which  we  can  never 
raise  to  power  or  influence , or  enjoy  peace  and  happi- 
ness. 

“ Humaxitt.”  Half ax<! prisoners. — We  have  been 
informed  from  an  official  cource.  (says  a Boston  pa- 
per) that  three  hundred  of  our  unfortunate  country- 
men at  Halifax,  were  on  the  tenth  of  the  past  mont'h, 
crowded  on  board  of  “ two  small  sloops ,”  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  for  England,  there  to  experience 
that  humanity  and  kindness  which  has  so  peculiarly 
characterised  the  British  nation  during  the  present 
contest  with  this  country. 

Terrible  ! The  following  picture  of  the  situation 
of  the  United  States  is  drawn  in  a late  Boston  Cen- 
tinel.  We  preserve  it  as  a curiosity. 

“ It  is  really  ludicrous  to  hear  us  offer  the  Cana- 
dians liberty  ! — They,  who  have  no  taxes  to  pay — no 
embargoes  to  endure — no  commerce  checked  to 
please  a foreign  state — Who  chose  their  own  parlia- 
ments ; make  their  own  laws ; and  what  is  more, 
manage  their  own  private  affairs  in  their  own  way. — 
These  Canadians  are  invited  by  us  to  partake  of  our 
freedom  : — We,  who  are  just  about  to  be  crushed 
under  our  taxes  ?r-we,  who  pay  half  a dolla  r duty  on 


teas,  and  two  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  first  cosf  of 
coffee ; — we, — who  Cannot  put  a thing  in  their  lips 
which  has  not  been  saddled  with  taxes ; we,  who  can- 
not ride  as  the}’  do  in  their  cabriolets,  without  pay- 
ing for  it  to  an  excise  officer  and  spy  ; — we,  whose 
country  is  filled  with  pimps  and  spies  ; we,  whose 
elections  are  sometimes  carried,  as  m a town  of  Ver- 
mont lately,  by  the  bayonet; — whose  citizens  are 
plundered,  and  sometimes  murdered  by  lured  mer- 
cenaries : — We,  whose  trade  is  cut  up  for  sport  ; — 
whose  cities  are  deprived  of  their  usvial  support,., 
and  wliose  seamen  are  pining  in  our  streets  ; w ho  are? 
compelled  to  become  manufacturers  in  spite  of  our 
natural  inclinations  ; — and  this  by  the  very  men  who 
have  represented  manufactures  as  the  ruin  of  the 
morals  and  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  “Let 
our  work-benches  be  in  Europe,”  was  the  language 
of  the  men  who  compel  us  to  coop  up  our  children 
in  manufactories,  to  the  ruin  of  their  health,  and  the 
destruction  of  their  morals. 

“The  Canadians  knew  better  their  own  freedom — 
and  they  saw'  what  our  liberty  was.  They  vefused 
our  kind  offers  of  liberty,  and  participation  in  em- 
bargoes and  the  thousand  other  blessings  of  our  hap- 
py country.  And  we,  just  in  character  for  a free  peo- 
ple, tell  them,  if  you  do  not  freely  accept  our  offers, 
we  will  burn  your  churches,  conflagrate  your  dwell- 
ings, rob  your  stores,  slaughter  your  children,  and 
force  you  to  be  free.  In  short,  these  things  we  have 
done.” 

Who  is  not  homfed  at  the  horrible  portraiture  ? — * 
Lord  bless  us  N — Let  us  away  to  Canada,  and  there 
enjoy  the  real  liberty  that  belongs  to  the  subject  of 
Groat  Britain. 

[From  the  Lo*Jon  Courier,  June  17, 1813.] 

Policy  of  taking  JYcw-  Orleans. — There  are  argu- 
ments in  our  colonial  journals,  tending  to  prove  that 
there  exists  a necessity  for  our  government’s  taking 
possession  of  the  province  of  New-Orleans.  We  ex- 
tract the  following  observations  on  that  subject:— 
“If  Great  Britain  will  only  take  New-Orleans,  she 
will  divide  the  states.  By  shutting  that  outlet  to  the 
fruits  of  western  industry,  she  will  make  herself 
known  and  respected  by  those  states,  in  spite  of  the 
power  of  the  rest  of  the  union.  If  in  the  war  of  1755, 
France  had  been  as  superior  at  sea,  as  Britain  then 
was,  we  should  never  have  heard  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  The  back  country  would  have  been  as 
well  settled  before  this  with  Frenchmen,  as  it  now  is 
with  the  descendants  of  Britons.  We  ought  at  pre- 
sent to  take  the  benefit  of  former  lessons,  and  make 
those  people  our  friends  when  so  much  is  in  our 
power.  Take  New-Orleans,  which  is  at  the  threshold 
of  our  West-India  islands,  and  which  could  furnish 
them  with  provisions  at  half  the  price  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  pay.  By  such  conduct  firm  allies 
would  be  created  on  the  continent,  our  West -India 
planters  would  be  gratified,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  in  America  guaranteed  from 
traitorous  insults.” 

This  is  very  good — but  the  editor  of  the  Courier 
does  not  know,  that  two  millions  of  people,  as  hardy, 
gallant  and  patriotic  as  the  world  can  boast  of,  are 
i immediately  interested  in  an  outlet  at  Mew-  Orleans / 

I who,  like  the  flood  of  their  own  Mississippi,  would 
precipitate  themselves  on  the  foe,  with  irresistible 
force.  It  would  be  worse  than  a new  Walchercn  ex- 
pedition. To  be  sure,  it  would  be  a pretty  thing  to 
take  Mew-  Orleans ; but  to  keep  it — c’esl  une  autre 
affaire. 

j American  prizes  in  France  — The  Aurora  publishes 
line  following  extract  of  a letter  from  Bordeaux , 
dated  Aug.  20. — “By  a decision  of  the  minister  of 
j commerce  explaining  the  decree  of  his  imperial  and 
1 io]  al  majesty  relating  to  prizes  made  by  American 
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jcrjiizers,  and  sent  into  ports  of  France,  it  appears  : 
“That  all  re-captured  vessels  sent  into  the  ports 
-of  this  empire,  shall  be  obliged  to  exporta  coiitre 
value  equal  to  the  net  amount  of  the  sales  of  such 
vessels  and  cargoes.  The  minister  gives,  as  a rea- 
son for  this  decision,  the  possibility  of  American  cruiz- 
ers  making  arrangements  with  the  enemy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  British  cargoes  into  France.* 
“That  all  bona  fide  prizes  made  on  the  enemy  by 
American  cruizers,  shall  be  received  in  France,  and 
their  cargoes  (prohibited  goods  excepted,  and  even) 
those  may  be  exported,)  be  admitted  for  consump- 
tion. j 

“The  duty  of  enregisterment,  and  the  invalid  duty, 
these  prizes  are  exempted  from,  provided  such  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  are  proceeded  against  by  the  con- 
suls of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  admiral- 
ty laws  and  forms  of  the  United  States,  and  public- 
ly sold  in  the  chancellery  of  the  American  consulate 
“In  the  case  of  the  re-captured  vessel  the  Crite- 
rion, and  the  prize  to  the  President  frigate,  the 
Maria,  the  former  sent  into  Bayonne  and  the  latter 
into-  Bordeaux,  this  decision  of  the  minister  of  com- 
merce has  been  carried  into  effect.” 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register,  from  Chil- 
ticotlie,  dated  November  30,  says — “Colonel  Evans, 
with  three  or  four  other  British  officers,  and  about 
80  privates,  taken  by  Harrison , have  arrived  here 
from  Detroit.  They  will  proceed  in  a day  or  two  for 
•Newport,  Ky.  where  the  officers  are  to  be  placed  in 
close  confinement , by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  In  pursuance  of  like  orders,  the  mar- 
tial of  the  district  of  Ohio  last  week  took  charge  of 
the  prisoners  captured  by  Perry , and  put  them  into 
close  confinement,  in  the  common  jail ; which  is  sur- 
rounded by  a strong  guard.  The  British  officers  do 
not  relish  this  measure,  but  are  candid  enough  lo 
acknowledge  its  justise,  and  are  not  sparing  of  im- 
precations on  their  own  government  as  the  cause.” 

The  letter  mentions  that  certain  documents  are 
said  to  have  been  found  among  Proctors  papers,  of 
high  import — being  the  correspondence  between 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  general  Brock ; 
«f  which,  as  a trial  is  about  to  take  place,  it  would 
be  improper  to  speak  more  particularly  at  present. 

Carr.  Lawrkxce  — From  the  London  Star.— -“The 
late  captain  Lawrence  was  one  of  the  few  comman- 
ders in  the  American  service,  who  had  the  manners 
and  education  of  a gentleman .” 

We  are  much  obliged  to  the  editor  of  the  “Lon- 
don Star”  for  acknowledging,  explicitly,  that  we 
had  one  “ gentleman,”  in  our  service,  and  return 
the  compliment,  by  saying,  that  we  have  heard  of 
two  in  “kis  majesty’s”  thousand  vessels  of  war. — 
The  greater  part  of  the  rest  that  have  scraped  up  an 
acquaintance  with  us,  are  thp  most  pompous,  silly 
and  conceited — or  savage  or  drunken  creatures  we 
know  of.  For  examples,  take  fighting  Lucres,  mo- 
dest Carden ; gallant  Cockburn,  or  temperate  Bing- 
ham and  Capel. 

On  Thursday,  the  2d  inst.  com.  Bainbridge  was 
entertained  at  Philadelphia.  About  300  gentlemen 
of  mixed  politics,  sat  down  to  dinner,  to  which 
were  invited  a $ guests,  the  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers in  that  city  and  its  vicinity.  The  chief  justice 
presided,  with  the  commodore  on  his  right,  and  the 
bishop  of  Pennsylvania  on  his  left.  After  the  cloth 
was  removed  many  American  toasts  were  given,  ac- 
companied with  music. 

General  Hampton , having  arrived  in  season,  was 

* It  is  with  , deep  humility  we  acknowledge  the 
justice  of  this  arrangement.  For  a c^se  in  point  sse 
' frize  lists,  page  25$. 
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invited  to  an  entertainment  prepared  for  general 
Harrison , at  New-York , on  the  1st  inst.  at  Tammany 
Hull.  The  feast  was  got  up  in  the  most  splendid  stile. 
Gen.  Harrison’s  toast  was — “The  freedom  of  the 
seas  and  the  adoption  by  our  government  of  that  Ro- 
man maxim,  which  secured  to  the  citizen  his  invio- 
lability.” 12  cheers. 

A Portuguese  brig  has  arrived  at  Newport,  R.  I. 
laden  with  salt,  merino  -wool,  &c.  She  was  boarded 
by  a French  privateer  that  “ robbed''"  her  of  90  chests 
of  the  tea.  The  capt.  of  the  privateer  said  that  he 
had  captured  twenty -seven  sail  of  British  vessels.-* 
[Why  say  “robbed” — are  not  France  and  Portugal 
at  war  ? But  so  it  is  in  our  papers. 

Norwich,  (Conn.)  Dec.  1. 

Retaliation. — Mr.  William  Maytom,  sailing  master 
of  his  majesty’s  ship  Ramilies,  who  was  some  months 
a prisoner  of  war  in  this  place,  and  who  left  here  in 
the  expectation  of  exchange  by  the  Analostan  cartel, 
lias  been  detained  and  put  into  close  confinement  at 
Providence  for  the  safety  of  Joshua  Penny,  whom 
our  readers  will  recollect  was  taken  from  his  house 
on  Long  Island,  some  time  last  summer,  by  order  of 
sir  Thomas  Hardy,  who  then  commanded  on  this 
station. 

MILITARY. 

Governor  Chittenden' s emissary  to  the  Vermont 
volunteers  in  New-York,  was  released  at  Plattsburg, 
on  giving  security  in  the  sum  of  §5,0 00  dollars  for 
his  appearance  at  the  next  U.  S.  district  court  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

The  campaign  to  the  north  is  certainly  at  an  end. 
Generals  Hampton,  Lewis,  Harrison,  Boyd,  Porter, 
w,th  many  of  the  colonels,  have  left  the  armies  with, 
various  destinations.  Harrison  returns  to  the  8th 
military  district.  Generals  Izard  and  Parker  remain 
with  Hampton’s  division  ; and  general  Brown  com- 
mands at  French  Mills,  general  Wilkinson  being 
much  indisposed.  A letter  received  in  Philadelphia, 
says  the  latter  has  arrived  at  Albany, and  that  his  life 
is  despaired  of. 

We  are  anxious  to  see  Boyd  and  Brown's  accounts 
of  their  battles  with  the  enemy  descending  the  St, 
Lawrence  The  latter  is  spoken  of  as  a very  suc- 
cessful affair. 

The  Buffalo  Gazette  of  Nov.  23,  says  that  the  Bri- 
tish issue  1500  rations  daily  at  Burlington  Heights, 
including  those  to  the  Indian  women  and  children. 
The  force  of  the  enemy  is  about  500  regulars  and  the 
same  number  of  Indians,  fit  for  duty. 

Col.  Smith,  of  the  rifle  regiment,  commands  at 
Sackett’s  Harbor. 

The  troops  at  St.  Regis  have  finished  the  log  huts, 
and  are  in  comfortable  winter  quarters. 

The  order  for  the  march  of  Hampton's  division  to 
St.  Regis,  w as  countermanded  ; except  as  it  respect- 
ed the  2d  battalion  of  the  11th  and  a company  of 
the  5th. 

The  Montreal  papers  are  filled  with  inflated  ac- 
counts of  the  battle  at  Williamsburg — they  rate  our 
force  engaged  at  4,000  men,  and  state  our  loss  to  be 
one  thousand.  They  acknowledge  their  own  to  be 
169.  It  would  appear  from  these  papers  that  their 
force  at  Montreal  is  very  respectable. 

The  Creeks.  We  have  not  yet  received  general 
Jackson's  account  of  his  splendid  victory  over  the 
Creeks  at  Tallegada,  as  noticed  in  the  postscript  to 
our  last.  But  are  satisfied  that  such  a victory  has 
been  gained,  and  wait  contented  for  a regular  detail 
of  the  battle.  We  may  soon  expect  news  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  from  Georgia,  on  tlie  other 
side  of  the  Indian  country. 

M;;j.  gen.  Pinkney  lias  proceeded  to  Milled geville, 
(Geo.)  to  have  a general  charge  of  the  expeditions 
against  the  Creeks.  A detachment  of  100  U.  S.  dra* 
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4*oons-left  Savannah  on  the  20th  ult.  for  fort  Huxo- 
jkins. 

The  Georgia  militia,  under  general  Floyd,  in  the 
Creek  country,  have  been  delayed  in  their  move- 
anents  by  the  default  of  the  Contractor.  The  general 
•having  made  his  case  known  to  the  governor,  he 
communicated  it  to  the  legislature,  and  ^20,000 
were  instantly  appropriated  by  that  patriotic  state 
to  forward  the  expedition. 

Between  4 and  5./0  men,  of  the  38th  regiment, 
recruited  chiefly  in  Baltimore,  have  arrived  at  JYor- 
folky  under  the  command  of  major  Fr alley,  where 
they  are  to  be  stationed  for  the  present.  They  are 
spoken  of  as  a very  fine  body  of  men. 

1 The  Albany  Argus  says,  that  in  the  battle  of  the 
11th,  at  Williamsburg,  the  enemy  made  no  prisoners 
but  the  wounded. 

Quebec,  Nov.  4,  1813.— On  Friday  and  Saturday 
last",  the  following  A merican  officers  were  conducted 
under  an  escort  of  major  Bell’s  volunteer  cavalry, 
from  Beaufort,  where  they  were  on  parole,  and  lodged 
in  the  jail  of  this  city: — 

Major — Christian  C.  Van  de  Venter. 

Captains — John  Machesney,  Henry  Fleming,  Alex- 
ander YTEwen,  D.  Van  Vechten,  Isaac  Itouch. 

Lieutenants — Thomas  Carney,  John  Waring,  Tho- 
mas Randall,  John  Wm.  Thompson,  John.  H.  Cran 
son,  George  Murdoch,  Nicholas  N.  Robinson,  4£ *s- 
son  Mudd,  Samuel  B.  Griswold,  James  Smith,  J.  P. 
Palmer. 

Ensigns — Washington  Dennidon,  David  P.  Polk, 
John  T-.rb.di,  S.  W.  Osgoode. 

Sidney  Smith,  lieutenant,  W.  A.  Monte*th,  mid- 
shipman, of  the  navy. 

The  following  non-commissioned  officers,  from  on 
board  the  transports,  were  also  imprisoned  : — 

JYon-commissioned  officer's. — B.  W.  Stev»ns,  W. 
Tromelle,  Nathan  Jones,  Abel  Lawrence,  Jo.  Whit- 
ney, Frs.  Marco,  Wm.  Sampson,  J.  W.  Price  aluiA 
Pierce,  Ben.  Butman,  J.  P.  Reid,  John  M<»ody,  W. 
,M£Cune,  Elisha  Warren,  Seth  Barnes,  C has.  West, 
H.  D.  Yates,  Lyman,  Baggs,  Geo.  Hassier,  Lyman 
Wiring,  Richard  Taylor,Jacob  Huber,  Alvin  Dew*ll, 
John  Ferguson,  W.  Lyles. 

BRITISH  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  BATTLE  X»AR 
CORNWALL. 

Head-Quarters,  La  Chine,  13th  November,  1813. 

General  Orders. — The  governor  in  chief  and.  com- 
mander of  die  forces  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce 
to  the  troops,  that  the  corps  of  observation  with  the 
division  of  gun-boats,  which  he  had  ordered  from 
Kingston  to  follow  the  movements  of  the  enemy’s 
army  under  major-general  Wilkinson,  and  to  be 
placed  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Morrison,  of  the  89th  regiment,  has  completely  de- 
feated a large  division  of  the  American  army,  coil-  j 
sisting  of  cavalry,  riflemen  and  infantry,  exceeding 
four  thousand  men,  which  attacked  it  on  the  14th 
instant,  near  Crys tier’s,  about  twenty  miles  above 
Cornwall,  taking  from  the  enemy  one  field  piece; 
six  pounder,  <»nd  four  hundred  prisoners.  As  his 
excellency  is  not  vet  in  possession  of  the  particulars 
of  this  brilliant  achievement,  he  cannot  specify  the 
loss  sustained  by  either ; that  of  the  enemy  is  repre- 
'seo*ed  by  ah  e}re-witness  to  the  action,  to  have  been 
very  considerable. 

it  has  further  been  reported  to  his  excellency, 
that  lieutenant-colonel  Morrison,  with  the  89th  re- 
giment, and  captain  Mulcaster,  of  the  royal  navy, 
with  a division  of  gun-boats,  had  effected  a landing 
at  Hamilton,  where  they  were  put  in  possession,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  of  all  the  public  stores 
left  there  for  the  use  of  the  American  army,  and 
among  other  articles  they  restored  to  them  the 
'goods  that  had  be.eu  ufeen  on  board  the  seven  mpa> 


chant  butteaux  belonging  to  Montreal,  captured  (v 
few  weeks  ago,  and  after  destroying  the  public 
buildings  our  forces  again  muted  and  continued  to 
hang  on  the  enemy’s  rear. 

His  excellency  has  also  a report  from  captain  Mul- 
caster, of  the  royal  navy,  stating  his  having  brought 
over  from  Ogdensburg  to  Prescott,  a 13  inch  and  a 
10  inch  brass  mortar,  with  their  stores,  and  a large 
supply  of  provisions,  which  had  been  deposhed 
there  by  the  American  army. 

It  will  also  he  satisfactory  to  the  troops  to  learn, 
that  our  loss  of  brave  and  gallant  soldiers  was  not 
considerable  ; neither  lieutenant-colonels  Morrison* 
Harvey  or  Pearson,  has  suffered  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  the  12th  the  daring  little  band  were  renew- 
ing their  molestation  of  the  enemy  in  his  progress 
towards  Montreal,  where  major-general  Wilkinson 
had  publicly  declared  it  was  the  order  of  his  go- 
vernment to  take  up  his  winter-quarters! 

This  order  to  be  publicly  read  at  the  head  of  every 
regiment  of  regular  troops  and  battalion  of  militia. 
By  his  excellency’s  command, 

EDW.  BAYNES,  Adi  Gera. 

Head-Quarters,  La  Chine,  \5ihNov  1813. 

Gexeual  orders. — His  excellency  the  governor 
general  and  commander  of  the  forces,  has  rec-ived 
from  lieut.  col.  Morrison,  89th  regiment,  the  official 
report  of  the  action  which  took  place  on  he  11th 
inst.  at  Crvitler’s  farm,  2 miles  above  Cornwall,  be- 
tween the  corps  of  observation,  consisting  of  the 
49th  &ud  89  to  regiments,  and  a detachment  from  the 
garrison  of  Prescott,  under  lieut.  col.  Pearson,  the 
whole  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred  men,  and 
the  principal  division  of  the  enemy’s  army  com- 

m*n  led  by  major-general  Boyd. On  the  day  pre- 

cedi#^  the  action,  an  affair  touk  place  in  conse- 
qiAcncr  of  the  Corps  of  observation  pressing  on  the 
«aemy,  tshich.  after  a short  conflict  terminated  in 
h .»  , the  British  division  occupying  that  night 

r.to  ground  on  which  the  affair  had  taken  place. 

On  tto  llili  lieut.  col.  Morrison  continued  hi#  pur- 
wit,  when  tli#  enemy  concentrating  his  force,  made 
a grwHi  effort  to  relieve  himself  from  so  troublesome 
%n  opponent,  and  advanced  with  lus  heavy  columns 
of  infantry,  supported  by  artillery,  his  front  covered 
by  a numerous  body  of  cavalry  and  riflemen.  Lieut, 
col.  Morrison  fell  back  gradually,  and  took  up  a ju- 
dicious position  (which  he  had  previously  made 
choice  of)  Willi  his. little  band,  his  right  on  the  river, 
consisting  of  the  flank  companies  of  the  49th  regi- 
ment end  a detachment  of  the  Canadian  fencibles, 
under  lieut.  col.  Pearson,  with  a six  pounder  a little 
advanced,  supported  by  three  companies  of  the  89‘.h 
regiment  under  captain  Barns — the  49th  and  89th 
regiments  formed,  the  main  body  of  reserve  extend- 
j ing  across  the  road  to  a pine  wood,  occupying  a space 
of  seven  hundred  yards. 

Major  Heriot,  with  a detachment  of  the  Canadian 
voltigeurs,  and  a small  band  of  Indian  warriors  un- 
der lieut.  Anderson,  secured  the  left  flank.  The  ac- 
tion commenced  about  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  in  half  an  hour  became  general,  the  enemy  at- 
tempting to  turn  the  left  of  the  British,  but  were 
repulsed  by  the  49tli  and  89th  regiments,  which  ad- 
vanced, firing  by  wings  and  platoons.  The  enemy 
having  failed  in  this  attempt,  united  their  utmost 
effort  in  sui  attack  on  the  right,  supported  by  four 
pieces  of  artillery  and  their  cavalry,  which  was  in 
iike  manner  repulsed,  the  49ih  and  89th  regts.  hav- 
ing moved  up  in  echellon  and  formed  in  line ; a 
charge  commenced  by  the  49th  regt.  was  not  perse- 
vered in,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy’s  having 
charged  upon  the  right,  and  threatened  to  gain  the 
rear  ; but  their  cavalry  were  so  gallantly  received  by 
tjhrqe  cOBipatties  of  the  89lfh  regt.  -.under  capt. 
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Barns  and  the  well  directed  fire  of  the  artillery  un- 
der cipt..  Jackson,  that  they  were  instantly  repulsed, 
and  by  the  rapid  pursuit  of  capt.  Barns’  party,  a six 
pounder  was  captured  from,  the  enemy  ; who«e  at- 
tention was  now  solely  directed  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  his  beaten  forces.  In  tins  last  effort  he  was  foiled 
by  a judicious  movement  of  the  corps  under  lieut. 
col.  Pearson,  who  continued  to  pursue  the  enemy  in 
his  flight. 

file  re  col.  Morrison  speaks  of  the  merits  of  lieut. 
cols.  Pearson  and  Plenderlath  ; majors  Clifford  anu 
Hariot  of  the  militia  and  capt.  Jackson  : also  of  lieut 
col.  Harvey,  captains  Skinner  and  Davis,  of  the  staff . 
lieul.  Anderson,  of  the  Indian  department,  and  lieut. 
Hagerman  of  the  militia.] 

Ir  is  with  deep  regret  that  licj.it . col.  Morrison 
transmits  a list  of  casualties,  containing  life  loss  of 
several  brave  soldiers— but  when  the  unequal  con- 
test, and  the  quadruple  loss  of  the  enemy,  ami  the 
importance  of  this  splendid  victory  are  considered, 
the  comparative  British  loss  will  appear  less  than 
might  reasonably  b?  expected. 

Ret  urn  of  hilled , wounded  and  missing. 

[Here  follow  the  particular  returns  of  the  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  of  the  several  corps,  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  insert.] 

Total — 1 captain,  2 drummers,  and  19  rank  and 
file  killed;  1 captain,  9 subalterns,  6 serjeants,  and 
131  rank  and  file  wounded  ; 12  rank  and  file  missing. 

Names  of  oj/icers  hilled  and  -wounded. 

49th  regt. — Capt.  Nairne,  killed;  lieut.  Jones, 
wounded  dangerously  ; lieut.  Bartley,  wounded  se- 
verely not  dangerously  ; lieut.  Clans,  wounded,  left 
leg  amputated  ; lieut.  Morton,  wounded  severely, 
not  dangerously ; lieutenant  Richmond,  wounded 
slightly. 

89'h  regt. — Capt.  Brown,  wounded  severely,  not 
dangerously  ; Ensign  Leaden,  wounded  slightly. 

49th  flank  company. — Lieut.  Holland,  wounded 
severely, 

Canadian  Fcncibles. — Lieut.  Delorimiere,  wound- 
ed dangerously,  since  dead  ; It.  Armstrong,  wound- 
ed dangerously.  Bv  his  excellency’s  command. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.Gen.N.A. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  preceding  “official” 
is  from  the  Platlsbvrg  Republican.  It  well  ex- 
poses its  strange  falsehoods.  Another  account 
says  that  we  took  about  50  prisoners  ; that  our 
whole  loss,  killed,  wounded  and  missing  was  but 
350  ; that  not  one  of  our  men  was  taken  prisoner 
during  the  action  ; that  those  that  the  enemy  took 
were  only  a few  stragglers,  not  exceeding  20  or 
30 ; and  that  the  few  wounded  left  on  the  field 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  neglect  of  officers  com- 
manding corps,  who  had  ample  time  to  remove 
them. 

“ If  you  -mould  tell  a great  lie,  take  care  not  to  enter 
into  particulars .” 

The  importance  of  the  above  maxim  to  all  writers 
of  “British  officials,”  which  have  become  other 
terms  for  great  lies,  will  appear  by  comparing  the 
main  assertions  in  the  “British  official”  account  of 
general  Boyd’s  late  action,  with  the  detail' givyn  in 
the  same  statement.  The  “official”  declares  in  the 
first  place,  that  otir  force  consisted  of  more  than 
four  thousand  men  ! ! 

In  the  next  place  it  asserts  that  the  whole  British 
force,  of  all  descriptions,  was  only  eight  hundred  ! ! ! 
But  it  gives  a detail : 

ti  49tii  and  89th  regiments  of  infantry  farmed 
the  body  of  reserve  from  the  road  to  a pine 
wood  occupying  a. space  of  700  yards.” 
a A detachment  firm  .ftre  garrison  of  Pres- 
GOU.” 


Major  Heriot,  commanding  a detachment ? 
of  Canadian  Voltiguers.”  5 

“ A band  of  Indian  warriors  secured  the  left  7 
flank  under  lieutenant  Anderson.”  5 

“ A corps  of  the  royal  artillery  under  eaptain 
Jackson.”  $ 

Lieutenant  Hagerman  of  the  militia  actedS 
for  the  line  as  aid ; of  course  there  was  C 
militia  j 

The  reader  will  observe  that  the  two  regiments, 
occupying  a space  of  700  yards,  formed  only  the 
corps  of  reserve ; of  course  they  must  have  had 
their  main  body  to  fight  their  battle  distinct  from 
them  ; then  let  him  carry  out  the  numbers  severally, 
according  to  his  discretion,  no  larger  than  they  must 
necessarily  have  been  : Then  compare  the  amount 
with  800  men  ! and  he  will  be  able  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  difference  between  the  “official”  state- 
ments, and  the  truth. 

The  truth,  (which  is  well  known  known,  and  for 
which  all  our  gallant  officers  who  Were  engaged  in 
that  well  fought  actioq,  will  pledge  their  reputa- 
tion,) is,  that  the  whole  number  of  American  troops 
who  were  either  in,  or  near  the  action,  was  less  than 
1600  men.  And  it  is  also  equally  true,  that  ihe 
British  out  numbered  us  in  regulars,  and  including 
Indians  and  militia  they  were  superior  in  number  by 
at  least  one  third.  This  last  will  also  be  found  to 
agree  with  the  above  detail  from  the  British  account. 
As  for  the  assertion  of  their  having  taken  400 
prisoners,  it  is  wholly  a fiction,  added  only  to  keep 
the  rest  of  the  statement  in  countenance. 

We  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  Bri- 
tish loss  in  killed  and  wounded  far  exceeded  ours  : 
else  why,  after  making  several  desperate  but  unsuc- 
cessful attacks  to  prevent  our  “little  band”from  em- 
barking, did  they  deem  it  proper  to  stand  aloof  and 
suffer  them  to  get  into  their  boats  and  depart  with- 
out attempting  further  to  molest  them  ; although 
they  had  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  12  gun  boats* 
which  had  they  been  thus  far  successful,  must  have 
destroyed  our  detachment. 

NAVAL. 

Captain  Elliott  has  arrived  at  Buffalo  ; and  has  re- 
gained his  health. 

The  President  frigate. — It  is  stated  that  commo- 
dore Rodgers  went  to  sea,  some  days  ago,  the  British. 
blockade  notwithstanding. 

It  is  said  that  admiral  Warren  by  proclamation, 
has  also  blockaded  Newport  and  Ne-whaven,  with 
the  intermediate  ports. 

The  Essex  and  Congress.-*- Midshipman  Clarfe 
and  seven  seamen  of  the  Essex , have  arrived  a Is 
Newport,  R.  I.  frem  Rio  Janeiro.  He  is  reserved  3u 
his  communications  as  to  where  he  supposes  the 
frigate  now  is,  when  she  may  be  expected*,  &.c.  He 
states  the  following — that  in  January  last,  he  was 
sent  to  Rio  Janeiro  with  a prize;  that  the  prince 
regent  ordered  him  m mediately  to  sea  ; and  the  ves- 
sel not  being  supposed  fit  to  be  carried  to  the  United 
States,  he  took  her  out  of  the  harbor  and  burnt  her. 
About  four  weeks  previous  to  his  sailing  from  Rio 
Janeiro,  the  Rosa,  a prize  to  the  Essex,  had  arrived 
there,  with  the  crews  of  seven  merchant  vessels, 
captured  by  the  frigate.  Captain  Porter,  who  was 
“almost  adored  by  his  officers  and  crew,”  had  fitted 
out  one  of  his  prizes,  and  called  her  the  “Essex 
junior .”  She  had  sent  several  prizes  into  Valparaiso 
(Chili.)  The  last  account  of  the  frigate  was,  that  she 
sailed  from  that  port  pn  the  24th  of  June,  on  a 
cruize. 

The  British  frigate  Nereus  had  arrived  at  Rio 
from  the  river  Plate  with  $2,0-00,000.  They  heard 
that  an  American  frigate  (the  Congress  J was  wait- 
ing for  her,  and  the  cash  was  shifted  V.;.  the  Mbnta- 
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gae,  of  74  guns.  The  Congress  is  said  to  have  wa- 
tered near  Pernambuca  on  the  1st  of  August. 

A frigate  and  two  sloops  of  war  had  sailed  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  to  proceed  round  Cnpe  Horn  to  intercept 
the  Essex,  and  take  possession  of  our  settlement  on 
Columbia  river. 

The  famous  privateers  Rattlenake  and  Scourge 
were  yet  oft  the  North  Cape,  Aug.  19,  doing  an 
active  business. 

A person  who  was  lately  on  board  the  Majestic , 
says  that  the  officers  stated  that  ten  sail  of  the  line 
were  coming  out  from  England  in  the  spring.  When 
Boston  would  be  blockaded.  The  bulwarks  of  the 
Majestic  are  twelve  feet  high  and  eighteen  inches 
thick,  of  solid  timber. 

Capt.  Stafford,  famous  for  his  defence  of  the  I)ol 
pliin  privateer  in  the  Chesapeake  last  summer,  was 
attacked  close  in  with  Charleston,  on  the  27th  ult. 
by  five  boats  from  a British  br  ig  of  war  ; when  close 
wpon  him,  he  tore  one  of  the  boats  to  pieces  with 
grape  shot,  and  gave  the  rest  employ  in  saving  their 
comrades.  The  brig  after  discharging  a broadside  at 
him,  hauled  off.  Capt.  S.  had  one  man  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  unknown. 

Capt.  Kennedy,  of  the  sloop  Betsey,  from  Mau- 
rice river  for  Newbern,  N.  C.  was  captured  by  the 
Lacedemonian,  who  put  5 men  and  a prize  master  on 
board,  leaving  capt.  K.  and  another  person  on  board; 
which  two  made  out  to  surround  the  six  Englishmen, 
and  take  them  safely  to  Newbern.  In  one  of  the 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  re-take  the  vessel,  the 
prize  master  fell  overboard  ; but  capt.  K.  put  out  the 
boat  and  saved  him.  He  promised  that  no  further 
resistance  should  thereafter  be  made,  and  he  did  not 
attempt  it ; but  he  was  well  watched. 

On  the  23d  ult.  the  U.  S.  schooners  Carolina,  of  14 
-guns,  and  “General  Horsford,”  were  at  Wilmington, 
N.  C.  They  are  to  remain  on  that  station.  The  lat- 
ter is  not  yet  fitted  for  service. 

It  is  stated  from  Bermuda , that  the  enemy  vessels 
on  the  North  American  station  have  orders  to  keep 
on  our  coasts  during  the  winter.  We  are  glad  of 
this;  for  admiral  North-West  will  have  some  of 
them. 

A British  barge  belonging  to  the  Jason  sloop  of 
war,  with  a lieutenant  and  7 men,  entered  Milford 
-creek,  Delaware,  a few  days  ago,  and  captured  two 
shallops ; — but  their  retreat  was  cut  off  by  a party 
of  militia  *,  their  barge  captured  and  they  them- 
selves made  prisoners  of.  Three  others  came  in  as 
deserters. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Jacob  Lewis , com- 
manding the  New- York  flotilla  to  the  secretary  of 

the  navy. 

New- York,  November  30, 1813. 

Sru — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
29th  the  flotilla  force  re-captured  from  the  Planta- 
ganet,  a schooner  from  New-Orleans,  loaded  with 
cotton  and  lead. 

The  enemy  had  chased  the  schooner  on  shore  about 
thirteen  miles  from  where  the  flotilla  laid  at  anchor  ; 
however,  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  get  the  ves- 
sel off,  or  to  unladen  the  cargo,  they  were  attacked, 
beaten  off,  and  the  vessel  taken  possession  of.  The 
enemy  sent  a flag  to  demand  a ransom  for  the  schoon- 
er and  cargo,  stating  she  was  in  their  power,  and  un- 
less we  consented  to  ransom  the  vessel,  he  would 
destroy  her — also  also  all  the  houses  on  shore.  All 
his  threats  did  not  answer  his  purpose— the  vessel 
and  cargo  are  ours. 

I have  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  my  consideration 
and  respect, 

JACOB  LEWIS. 

lion.  William  .Tomes, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

P.  S-  One  man  woguided  in  the  affair;  J.  L. 


THE  DAYS  OF  THE  GOTHS,  HETUKYIMG. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  JM  DonnovgK,  de- 
manding the  U-  S.  naval  force  on  hike  Champlain , 

dated  lJlalt  sburg  Bay,  23 d November,  1813,  to  the 

secretary  of  the  navy. 

“Accompanying  this  is  the  voluntary  statement  of 
Abraham  Walter,  wflo  was  pilot  of  one  of  the  sloops 
taken  last  summer.  lie  made  his  escape  from  Que- 
bec ; and,  after  d severe  journey  often  days,  reported 
himself  to  me  yesterday.” 

Affidavit  of  Abraham  Walter,  pilot  of  f}ie  U.  S.  sloop 
Growler , on  lake  Champlain , viz. 

State  of  New-York,  Clinton  county,  ss. 

Ab  ah  am  Waiter,  formerly  pilot  to  the  sloo|*  of 
war  Growler,  on  lake  Champlain,  being  duly  sworn, 
depose th  and  saith,  that  he  was  employed  on  board 
the  sloop  when  it  was  taken  by  the  British  in  June 
last;  that  after  the  sloops  Growler  and  Eagle  were 
surrendered,  the  prisoners,  both  officers  and  sailors, 
were  taken  to  Quebec,  where  they  were  immediately 
confined  on  board  a British  prison  ship  ; there  they 
were  examined  by  a public  officer  or  examiner,  and 
about  eight  or  ten  of  the  prisoners  were  declared  to 
be  British  subjects ; these  were  immediately  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest,  and  put  on  board  a man  of  war 
land  sent  to  England,  to  be  tried  for  treason.  One  of 
] these  was  known  to  be  a native  of  New -Hampshire  by 
• captain  Herreck,  of  the  New-H  amp  shire  volunteers, 

I who  was  also  a prisoner,  and  who  bad  known  him 
ifrom  his  infancy;  and  several  of  the  rest  were  de- 
clared by  other  of  their  acquaintance  to  be  native 
I citizens  of  the  Unil  ed  States.  These  representations 
'were  unavailing  with  British  officers  who  comman- 
jded,  and  they  were  torn  thus  from  thair  companions 
Ito  defend  themselves  against  the  charge  of  treason 
I in  England. 

The  residue  were  still  confined  to  their  prison- 
ships,  in  a situation  more  disagreeable  than  can  well 
be  imagined. 

Some  time  after,  a number  of  British  vessels  were 
wishing  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  the  crews  of  which 
had  mostly  been  pressed  out  of  them  to  fight  the 
American  forces  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  seamen 
were  wanted  to  supply  their  place.  Gen.  Prevost 
sent  an  order  to  general  Glascow,  who  then  com- 
manded there,  directing  him  to  proceed  on  board 
the  prison-ship  and  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  volun- 
teer to  man  their  fleet  for  II  difax  ; and  in  case  they 
refused  to  comply,  to  force  them  on  board  for  that 
purpose  The  application  was  made;  but  the  Ame- 
rican prisoners,  considering  the  measure  unjusti- 
fiable owards  their  own  government,  refused  to 
volunteer,  and  were  accordingly  forced  on  board  the 
vessels  by  a British  press-gang , where  this  deponent 
understood  they  had  quarters  assigned  them,  and 
were  compelled  to  assist  them  in  navigating  British 
vessels  to  Halifax,  and  afterwards  to  England,  as 
this  deponent  lias  since  been  informed  ; and  further, 
that  not  one  of  the  seamen  who  was  a prisoner  there 
was  exempted  from  this  proceeding. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  month  of  November  an  order 
was  received  in  conformity  to  the  prince  regent’s  or- 
der or  proclamation  to  seize  forty-six  American  offi- 
cers and  non-commissioned  officers,  who  were  then 
prisoners  of  war  and  to  imprison  them,  to  be  kept 
in  close  confinement,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  that 
proclamation.  Prisoners  to  that  number,  most  of 
whom  were  officers  there  on  their  parole,  many  of 
them  in  a delicate  state  of  health,  were  immediately 
put  under  arrest,  and  marched  guarded  to  the  pub-*- 
lie  prison,  and  immured  for  what  fate  is  to  him  un- 
known. Among  these  ,destii  ed  for  close  imprison- 
ment, are  lieutenant  Srnijh,  then  in  a declining  state 
of  health,  and  Dr.  James  Wood,  a citizen  of  Cham- 
plain, Who  Waft  taken  from  his  home  whilst  he  ws tar 
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in  tlie  employment  of  the  revenue,  but  us  tins  depo- 
nent believes  no  way  connected  with  the  army.  They 
were  imprisoned  on  the  5th  of  November  instant. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  enemy  has 
uniformly  at  that  place  treated  American  prisoners, 
both  officers  and  privates,  with  extreme  rigor  ; that 
some  time  since  an  American  midshipman  and  two 
masters’  mates,  merely  for  having  proceeded  on  a 
party  of  pleasure,  about  half  a mile  beyond  the  li- 
mits assigned  them,  though  they  immediately  re- 
turned within  them,  were  seized  and  put  into  prison 
and  kept  in  irons,  till  the  general  imprisonment  of 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  as  above  re- 
lated took  place.  And  this  deponent  further  saith, 
.that  all  that  was  allowed  for  the  American  prisoners 
on  board  the  prison  ship  was  daily  one  pound  of  old 
wormy  bread,  which  the  inhabitants  declared  bad 
been  twice  to  the  West  Indies,  and  condemned  for 
spoiled  bread  ; and  one  half  pound  of  exceedingly 
bad  meat,  which  in  almost  any  other  situation  would 
be  absolutely  not  eatable ; no  liquors ; no  soap  to 
prevent  themselves  from  becoming  lousy  ; no  can- 
dles ; and  none  of  the  other  comforts  of  life  ; and 
that  it  ioas  the  opinion  of  all  the  prisoners , that  many 
o f them  had  actually  starred  to  death , not  being  able  to 
eat  the  provisions  ; and  further,  that  immediately  on 
the  prince  regent’s  proclamation  being  received, 
colonel  Gardner  the  American  agent  there,  who  had 
been  occupied  in  paying  off  the  sick  and  privates  of 
the  land  service,  was  immediately  notified  by  go- 
vernor Prevost  to  consider  himself  confined  to  the 
same  limits  which  were  assigned  for  the  officers  at 
Beaufort ; and  u;hen  this  deponent  left  that  place,  he 
was  compelled  to  remain  with  general  Winchester 
and  others,  and  was  not  permitted  to  visit  the  pri- 
soners who  were  in  distress  on  board  the  prison  ships, 
•ol’  to  visit  the  town  to  negociate  his  bills  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  and  had  already  been  obliged  to 
share  what  little  private  money  he  had  with  him 
among  them  for  their  temporary  relief.  This  depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  he  started  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Quebec,  and  came  by  the  way  of  Derby 
in  Vermont,  and  arrived  at  this  place  two  days  since  ; 
and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

ABRAHAM  WALTER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  dav  of  Nov.  1813. 

HENRY  DELERY. 

One  of  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas , 
in  and  for  the  comity  of  Clinton. 

'Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  Rodgers  to  the  secre- 
tary o f the  navy,  dated 

U.  S.  Frigate  President, 

Providence,  November  5, 1813. 

Sin — Mr.  West,  the  bearer  hereof,  and  late  acting 
chaplain  of  this  ship,  was  sent  by  me  to  England  in 
June  last,  in  the  British  government  packet  Duke  of 
Montrose,  which  vessel  after  her  capture,  I convert- 
ed into  a cartel  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  79  pri- 
soners on  parole  to  Falmouth 

You  have  already  had  copies  of  the  stipulations  on 
which  I granted  the  cartel,  as  well  as  of  the  terms 
on  which  the  79  prisoners  above  mentioned  were 
permitted  to  return  to  England  ; but  as  the  British 
government  found  it  convenient  to  pefer  the  forfei- 
ture of  the  honor  yf  79  of  their  subjects,  to  a com- 
pliance with  the  sacred  obligations  under  which  they 
had  voluntarily  bound  themselves  to  the  United 
States,  I have  thought  it  proper  to  direct  Mr.  West, 
who  has  just  returned  from  England,  to  proceed  to 
Washington  in  order  that  you  may  the  more  distinct- 
ly hear  from  himself  the  bad  faith  with  which  the 
British  government  behaved  on  the  occasion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Wh.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy, 


To  Commodore  Rodgers. 

Sih — I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  British  go* 
vemment  has  refused  to  sanction  the  terms  of  ex- 
change enured  into  and  signed  at  the  time  you  cap- 
tured the  Montrose  under  my  command,  and  assign 
as  a reason  that  “such  transactions  are  inconsistent 
with  the  established  understanding  betwen  the  two 
nations.”  I feel  much  regret  at  this  determination 
of  the  government  under  which  I have  the  honor  to 
serve,  and  beg  to  assure  you  that  nothing  in  my  pow- 
er has  been  wanting  to  procure  the  intended  ex- 
change, but  your  good  understanding  of  the  situation 
I hold,  and  that  my  individual  interest  can  have  no 
influence  with  the  established  laws  of  the  two  belli- 
gerents, will,  I have  no  doubt,  excuse  me  from  any 
blame  on  this  head. 

I beg  to  return  you  my  sincerp  thanks  for  your  at- 
tention and  politeness  to  me  while  I had  the  misfor- 
tune of  being  on  board  the  President,  and  am,  with 
the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant* 
A.  G.  BLEWITT. 

Falmouth,  5th  July,  1813, 

The  case  of  those  unfortunate  individuals  as  repres 
sented  below,  is  the  lot  of  thousands  of  their  fel 
low  citizens  so  feloniously  held  and  outrageously 
treated.  The  petitions  were  handed  to  the  editors 
of  the  New- York  Gazette,  by  a passenger  in  the 
sloop  Lady  Washington,  from  Savannah,  captured, 
off  New- York,  a few  days  ago,  by  the  Plantagenet 
and  ransomed.  -The  bearer  of  die  petitions  was  a, 
prisoner  on  board  the  man  of  war  for  five  days, 
and  received  the  paper  from  one  of  the  petition- 
ers. 

H.  J\  f.  S.  Plantagenet,  R.  Lloyd,  captain , 

cruising  off  New-York,  November  21st,  1813. 
Sir, — We  your  petitioners  do  humbly  pray. 
That  you  will  please  to  lay  our  case  before  the  pre- 
sident and  the  house  of  representatives,  as  being 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  being  compelled  to 
serve  on  board  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship,  as 
above,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  : and  moreover, 
we  your  petitioners,  have  made  application  to  the 
board  of  admiralty  at  London,  before  the  said  ship 
sailed  for  the  coast  of  America ; and  before  we 
wrote  to  the  board.  As  soon  as  we  heard  hostilities 
had  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  we  made  application  to  the  captain 
of  the  above  ship,  and  the  said  captain  gave  us  abuse 
and  threatened  to  send  us  on  board  of  a guard  ship. 
When  we  your  petitioners,  could  get  no  redress,  we 
laid  our  case  before  the  board  of  admiralty,  and 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  we  were  ordered 
to  be  discharged,  or  considered  as  prisoners  of  war. 
We,  your  petitioners,  are  not  allowed  to  speak  or  hold 
conversation  • with  any  Americans,  : who  are  at  times  on 
board,  from  coasters  and  small  craft , that  the  above 
ship  at  times  detains. 

[The  petitioner  then,  at  great  length  and  minute- 
ness, tells  how  fie  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
hatting  business  in  Philadelphia,  naming  his  master 
and  where  he  lived,  and  many  of  his  relations,  witht 
the  streets,  & c.  in  which  they  resided.  How'  that  he 
began  business  for  himself  in  “Callowhiil-street/’ 
how  and  when  he  married,  &c.  and  went  to  sea  in  a 

ship  for  Canton,  1799,  8cc.  &c.  and  then  adds] 

1 hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  investigate  into 
this  affair,  and  not  let  me  be  considered  as  an  enemy 
to  my  country,  which  1 am  bound  to  protect,  by  a IT 
lav/s  human  and  divine — And  I am  certain  that  ifs 
must  be  against  nature  to  be  agtiinst  ones  flesh  and 
blood  : but  I am  determined  they  shall  have  my  life 
before  they  shall,  force  me.  1 hope  you  will  take  my 
case  under  your  sage  consideration,  and  your  pet i - 
! l loner  shall  ever  prav, 

JAMES  Kli.LiGAN: 
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Your  petitioner,  Joseph  Parker,  a native  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  seaman,  served  his  time  out  at 
Norfolk,  in  the  above  state,  humbly  begs  that  you 
will  please  to  enquire  of  captain  Barron,  who  for- 
merly commanded  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when  1 
'sailed  with  him  at  that  time,  or  to  Stephen  Decatur, 
who  personally  knows  me,  as  I was  a servant  under 
his  command.  I hope  that  you  will  please  to  take 
my  case  under  your  consideration,  and  your  petition- 
er shall  ever  prav. 

JOSEPH  PARKER. 


The  Austrian  Manifesto, 

Cobbet  has  the  following  remarks  on  the  Austri- 
an Manifesto — page  181. 

“I  shall  then  suppose  that  my  neighbor  Brindley 
of  Reyn  sham,  has  a daughter  who  is  dear  to  him  as 
his  heart’s  blood — (I  suppose  the  case  of  my  friend 
Brindley,  because,  to  his  sorrow,  he  has  no  daugh- 
ter, and  is  too  honest  a man  to  be  offended  by  my 
making  use  of  his  name  in  a case  in  which  no  man 
who  knows  him  would  ever  believe  him  to  be  guilty) 
-■-and  that  my  neighbor  Hildreth,  of  Lower  Fam- 
hnm,  is  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  an  old  family 
quarrel,  by  marrying  farmer  Brindley’s  daughter. 
I shall  suppose  that  farmer  Brindley,  who  attends 
church  on  Sunday  and  holidays,  pays  his  tythes  and 
taxes  with  great  apparent  satisfaction,  lias  conceiv- 
ed a grudge  against  young  Hildreth,  and  envies  the 
prosperous  manner  in  which  he  pursues  husbandry, 
and  the  fine  condition  of  his  live  stock  ; that  he  con- 
ceives an  antipathy  even  at  Ids  high  reputation  in 
Hampshire,  inasmuch  as  Hildreth,  though  he  does 
not  attend  church  so  often,  nor  flatter  thejparson,  is 
still  as  good  a man  in  the  main,  I shall  suppose,  for 
I am  only  supposing,  that  old  Brindley  consents  to 
give  his  daughter,  dearest  to  his  heart,  to  Hildreth 
in  marriage,  and  that  the  grand  children  of  Hildreth 
by  BrimUey’s  daughter,  aro  to  inherit  his  fine  farm 
and  farm  house  in  fee  simple,  and  the  live  stock  ; 
that  they  shall,  as  the  scripture  says,  “become  bone 
of  one  bone  and  flesh  of  one  flesh  and  that  old 
Brindley,  in  order  to  render  every  thing  complete, 
proposes  to  swear  upon  the  holy  evangelists,  to  bu- 
ry all  enmities,  and  to  live  in  that  affection  and  friend- 
ship, which  should  become  the  father  and  husband 
of  tills  tair  and  innocent  peace  offering.  Now,  if  it 
should  afterwards  appear,  in  one  or  two  years  after 
that  Brindley’s  daughter  brings  him  a grandson,  that 
at  the  very  time  of  his  giving  his  daughter  away,  he 
did  so  with  the  premeditated  purpose  to  lay  a scheme 
among  his  neighbors  to  destroy  his  son-in-law,  nay, 
to  cut  his  throat  and  burn  his  farm,  and  by  imputa- 
tions the  most  iniquitous  cast  on  his  son-in-law,  he 
should  preraed statedly  and  secretly  arm  all  his  neigh- 
bors with  clubs  and  staves  and  pitchforks,  to  go  and 
destroy  poor  f:  ildreth,  his  wife,  child,  farm,  farm- 
house and  cattle  ; and  that  when  Hildreth,  sus- 
specting  or  hearing  of  his  design,  should  endeavor 
to  persuade  him  to  remain  peaceably  at  home,  and 
that  no  one  should  molest  him  ; yet,  that  Brindley 
should  still  promise  friendship,  and  still  continue  to 
labor  until  the  neighbors  were  again  so  completely 
enraged  and  had  set  out  to  murder  him  ; what  should 
we  say  of  old  farmer  Brindley  ? would  not  any  man 
say,  that  Botany  Bay  was  too  good  a birth  for  him  ; 
that  such  a monster  should  be  banished  from  human' 
society.  .1  make  no  comments ; if  farmer  Brindley 
wouki  merit  punishment  and  abhorrence,  would  he 
deserve  better,  merely  because  he  ir,  emperor  of  Aus- 
tria. I shall  leave  this  common  lice  story  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a thinking’  people,* 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST — COXTINUEJ)  FROM  PAGE  208. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain's  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

701.  Brig  Dart,  sent  into  Salem. 

702.  A sloop,  richly  laden  with  dry-goods,  said  to 
be  worth  from  1 to  200,000  dollars  taken  by  the/orf 
at  Eastport ! — This  vessel  was  said  to  be  bound  from 
St.  Andrews  for  Halifax,  but  supposed  really  bound 
for  the  United  States,  expecting  to  be  captured  by  a 
smuggling  privateer  boat,  according  to  previous  ar- 
rangements ; for  she  had  been  off  the  port  for  some 
days,  apart  of  which  time  she  was  in  company  with 
two  British  vessels  of  war.  But  it  so  happened,  that  . 
having  got  under  way,  apparently  to  return  to  St, 
Andrews,  the  wind  being  light  and  the  tide  strong, 
she  was  drifted  under  the  very  guns  of  the  fort,  and 
made  prize  of! 

703.  Sloop  Geneval  Hodgkinson,  from  Curracoafov  Martinique, 
with  salt,  &c.  and  some  specie,  captured  by  the  Saratoga,  but  cast 
away  near  Charleston,  S.  C.  where  the  prize-master  and  crew  have 
arrived. 

704.  705,  706,  707,  708,  700, 710.  Seven  small  craft,  captured  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  laden  with  merchandise,  stated  in  a Montreal 
paper  to  be  worth  5000  pounds  sterling. 

711.  Brig  Edward,  from  New -Brunswick,  laden  with  oil  and  fish, 
and  sent  into  Folly  Landing,  by  the  Fox  privateer  of  Baltimore. 

712.  Swedish  brig  Janstofr,  from  Halifax  bound  to  the  enemy 

squadron  offNew-London,  laden  with  dry  goods,  taken  by  the  boat 
Washington,  of  Portland,  and  sent  into  Plymouth.  We  suspect 

this  is  mere  smuggling.  “A  PRIZE  NO  PRIZE.” 

713.  Brig  Lloyd,  from  Goree,  captured  W tire  Saratoga;  her 
cargo  of  camwood,  muskets  and  pistols  taken"out,  and  burnt. 

714.  Ship  Vesta,  of  10  guns,  from  London  for  Bonavista,  cap- 
tured by  the  Saratoga,  divested  of  her  guns  and  all  her  valuables 
and  suffered  to  proceed  with  a little  “friendly  advice,”  not  being 
worth  sending  in.  The  Saratoga  had  thrown  10  of  her  guns  over 
when  chased  by  some  British  vessels  of  war,  and  supplied  herself 
very  opportunely  from  the  Vesta. 

715.  Sehr.  Fame,  from  Barbadoesfor  Berbice  with  the  mail  and 
a quantity  of  government  stores,  captured  by  the  Saratoga. 

716.  Sehr.  Joseph,  of  Surinam,  laden  with  government  stoves  ; 
captured  by  the  Saratoga,  who  took  out  her  cavgo  and  ransomed 
the  vessel,  putting  on  board  29  prisoners  on  parole. 

717.  Sehr.  Lady  Cdckburn,  with  a cargo  of  indigo  and  some  coffee 
—took  out  the  cargo  ami  let  her  pass,  being  leaky. 

tCT  The  Saratoga  has  arrived  at  Wilmington,  N.  G.  and  besides 
the  cargoes  of  the  above  vessels,  is  said  to  have  on  board  a pretty 
considerable  sum  in  specie.  She  watered  at  the  Canary  islands, 
where  she  was  very  generously  treated ; and  at  La  Guyra  was 
saluted  by  the  fort  and  handsomely  supplied  with  live  stock,  and 
every  thing  she  wanted,  in  consequence  of  the  benevolent  behavior 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  after  the  earthquake. 

718.  Brig , from  Halifax  for  Jamaica,  laden  with  fish  and  oil, 

sent  into  St.  Mary’s,  by  the  Saucy  Jack. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Both  houses  formed  a quorum  on  Monday. 

Tuesday , Dec.  7 - — Several  additional  members  ap- 
peared;— at  12  o’clock  a message  was  received  from 
the  President,  ( see  page  246)  and  read ; and  after 
some  unimportant  business  both  houses  adjourned* 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday , Dec.  8. — The  following  committees 
were  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yes- 
terday : 

Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means.— Messrs,  Eppes,  Taylor,  Ro- 
berts, Creighton,  Alston,  M‘Kim,  and  Cox. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures.— Messrs.  Newton, 
Murfree,  Seybert,  Jackson  of  R.  I.  Baylies,  Gourdin,  and  Gros- 
venor. 

Committee  of  Claims.— Messrs.  Archer,  Yancey*  Goodwyn,  La\V, 
Alexander,  Bard  and  Davenport. 

Committee  on  Public  Lands.— Messrs.  M‘Kee,  Robertson,  Hum-1 
phreys,  Mosely,  Irwin,  Pickering  and  jVPCoy. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. — Messrs.  Rhea,  of 
Ten.  Lyle,  Sturges,  Bigelow,  Winter,  Franklin,  and  Hall. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.— Messrs.  Kent  of  Mil- 
Lewis,  Pearson,  Crawford,  Sharp,  Brown  and  Bradley. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. — Messrs  IngarsoU,  Nelson,  Pitkin1 
Stockton,  Pickens,  Montgomery,  and  Oakley. 

Cf  Revisal  and  U n flushed  business. — Messrs.  Condit,  Stanford, 
and  Whsaton., 

Committee  of  Accounts. — Messrs.  Moore, iBarnett  and  John  Reed . 

Thursday , Dec.  9 • — No  public  business  ov"  impor- 
tance done — a confidential  message  was  received 
[from  the  president,  supposed  to  relate  to  an  embargo. 
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Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
cominomvealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  citizens, — Never  has  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  met  at  a. period,  when  duties 
more  important  were  to  be  discharged,  or  rights 
more  sacred  to  be  defended.  Since  the  last  session 
of*  the  legislature,  events  the  most  interesting  have 
followed"  one  another  in  rap  d succession  Our 
sister  states  on  the  lakes  and  on  the  Atlantic  have 
been  invaded,  and  the  capital  of  the  union  menaced 
by  hostile  fleets  and  armies.  I am  happy  and  grate- 
fill  to  say  that  under  Divine  Providence,  the  savage 
invaders  have  been  repelled-  A territory  has  been 
restored  to  the  union,  our  western  fellow-citizens 
now  sleep  in  safety  and  pursue  without  fear  their 
lawful  occupations.  The  hands,  dyed  in  innocent 
blood,  which  were  uplifted  to  slay  and  scalp  .our 
fellow  citizens,  are  now  raised  to  supplicate  their 
mercy.  The  mighty  fleets  laden  with  men  and  en- 
gines of  destruction,  which  hovered  on  our  coasts, 
infested  our  bays  and  rivers,  and  threatened  to  lay 
our  cities  in  ashes,  have  found  it  expedient  to  depart 
without  having  accomplished  any  other  object  than 
that  of  inflaming  the  public  resentment  and  exciting 
the  profoundest  detestation  by  their  brutal  inhumani- 
ty _m  do  they  estimate  the  American  people,  who 
presume  that  the  wrongs  done  them  can  be  consum- 
ed in  the  flames  of  defenceless  villages,  their  re- 
sentments assuaged  by  the  tears  of  their  violated 
countrywomen,  or  their  courage  quenched  by  the 
blood  of  faithlessly  massacred  prisoners.  The  heart 
sickens,  but  the  arm  is  invigorated  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  scenes  of  barbarism  which  have  been  ex- 
hibited on  our  lake  frontier  and  our  Atlantic  borders. 
The  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy,  and  his  desire 
to  do  evil  have  been  sufficiently  manifested,  but  his 
power  has  been  found  more  impotent  than  had  been 
imagined;  nor  have  the  privations  of  the  nation 
h»en  at  all  proportioned  to  what  was  expected,  much 
less  have  we  suffered  the  manifold  calamities,  which 
the  fears  of  the  timid,  or  the  treachery  of  the  factious 
had  pourfraved.  But  if  all  that  had  been  predicted 
had  been  inflicted,  I trust  and  believe  the  fortitude 
and  valor  of  Americans  would  have  borne  them 
without  a murmur,  and  that  the  same  virtues  would 
conduct  them  to  victory  and  safety.  When  war  was 
declared,  the  people  of  the  United  States  knew  that 
they  must  breast  its  dangers  and  overcome  its  diffi- 
culties, and  they  prepared  accordingly;  they  un- 
sheathed the  sword,  not  to  do  wrong,  but  to  compel 
right,  and  they  know  the  value  of  the  rights  for 
which  they  contend  too  well  ever  to  abandon  them. 

For  thirty  years  was  the  attention  of  our  govern- 
ment and  of  our  people  solely  directed  to  cultivate 
the  arts  of  peace  as  congenial  with  the  principles  of 
the  former  as  they  are  with  the  dispositions  of  the 
latter.  Scarcely  was  the  theory  of  military  tactics 
studied,  and  the  happy  situation  of  our  country  pre- 
cluded equally  the  necessity  of  practice.  To  these 
circumstances  and  the  having  to  contend  with  a foe 
inured  to  war,  blood  and  desolation,  it  is  owing 
that  we  met  with  partial  reverses.  Disasters  and 
defeats  are  incident  to  all  wars,  they  were  an  ticipat- 

Vou  V. 


ed — we  could  not  expect  to  be  exempt  from  i*  e lot 
of  other  nations,  but  as  we  have  more  at  stake 
than  any  other  people  upon  earth,  so,  unshrinkingly 
and  undismayed,  ought  we  to  meet  misfortunes  as 
to  convince  the  enemy  that  our  spirit  is  as  uncon- 
querable as  our  cause  is  just.  And  as  the  prowess  of 
our  military  officers  is  rapidly  developing  and, 
the  discipline  of  our  forces  constantly  improving* 
there  is  rational  ground  for  confidence,  that  wiilr- 
the  blessing  of  Heaven  our  efforts  will  result  in  x 
complete  triumph  over  our  enemies. — As  a prelude 
we  refer  with  pride  to  the  glorious  victory  on  lake 
Erie,  which  if  ever  equalled,  was,  in  naval  Warfare 
never  excelled.  A victory  not  less  brilliant  in  its 
achievment  than  important  in  its  effects,  not  less 
honorable  to  the  nation,  than  to  the  highly  distin- 
guished Perry  who  commanded  and  to  the  brave  offi- 
cers and  men  who  composed  that  heroic  force.  Al- 
ready is  the  brow  of  the  young  warrior  Croghan  en- 
circled with  laurels,  and  the  blessings  of  thousands 
of  women  and  children  rescued  from  the  scalping 
knife  of  the  ruthless  savage  of  the  wilderness  aru! 
from  the  still  more  savage  Proctor  rest  on  Harrison 
and  his  gallant  army.  Chaancey , though  not  equal- 
ly successful  with  the  renowned  hero  of  lake  Erie, 
has  sought  and  deserves  to  be  so.  On  that  element 
claimed  by  Britain  as  her  exclusive  domain,  the 
American  "flag  waved  triumphant  in  every  equal 
conflict.  The  infant  navy  of  the  United  States  has 
given  a deep,  can  vve  not  with  truth  sav,  a mortal 
wound  to  the  fell  monster  of  the  deep:  with  these 
truths  before  us,  can  it  be  deemed  presumpti  ous  to 
hazard  the  prediction,  that  the  so  lately,  by  the  ty- 
rant of  the  ocean,  despised  American  navy,  is  des- 
tined completely  to  humble  his  pride — control  his 
power,  and  coerce  him  to  respect  justice  and  the 
rights  of  independent  nations  Were  it  not  the  pro- 
vince of  another  upon  which  I should  regret  to  in- 
trude, it  would  be  delightful  further  to  dwell  upon 
this  proud  and  resplendent  page  of  our  history. 

Tiie  state  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
is  in  every  point  of  view  gratifying ; our  treasury  is 
more  full  than  at  any  former  period,  and  the  receipts 
of  the  last  year  greater  than  that  of  any  former— Ira 
the  treasury  remains  as  you  will  perceive  by  an  ex- 
hibit to  be  made  of  your  financial  concerns  by  the 
accountant  department,  an  unexpended  balance  of 
more  than  three  hundred  and  forty  six  thousand  dol- 
lars.— The  produce  of  the  earth  has  been  abundant— 
All  our  old  manufactures  are  thriving  and  many 
new  ones  are  introduced,  and  in  a prosperous  way ; 
these,  however  we  may  deprecate  and  deplore  the 
calamities  of  a protracted  war,  will  console  us  with  a 
prospect  of  permanent  and  extensive  manufacturing 
establishments  equal  to  our  wants,  and  such  as  will 
ensure  the  real  and  practical  independence  of  our 
country  ; the  erection  of  bridges — the  completion  of 
roads  and  the  clearing  of  lands,  shew  the  genera]  wel- 
fare— And  the  recent  elections  not  only  throughout 
this  state,  but"  all  our  sister  states,  demonstrate  the 
increase  of  public  confidence  to  the  general  govern- 
ment and  the  determination  also  of  the  people  to 
support  the  war  with  ail  their  energies  until  an  ho- 
norable peace  can  be  obtained.  That  no  effort  has 
been  left  untried  to  attain  this  desirable  object,  will,  I 
am  confident,  be  satisfactorily  shewn  by  the  chief  ma- 
ll 
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gistrate  of  the  union  inhis  comm  unication  to  congress.  | 
In  obedience  to  regulations  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  a third  and  a fourth  detachment 
of  Pennsylvania  militia  of  1000  men  each,  were  or- 
dered into  the  service  of  the  union.  The  fourth  de- 
tachment was  to  protect  the  shores  of  the  Delaware, 
and  the  third  to  protect  the  vessels  of  war  then 
build;ig  and  equipping  in  the  harbor  of  Erie  in  this 
state.  The  happy  result  of  this  service  is  amply 
manifested  in  a glorious  victory  to  which  I have  al- 
luded and  the  consequences  that  have  flowed  from 
it.  The  organizing  and  officering  of  these  detach- 
ments agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  secretary  at 
war,  was  attended  with  considerable  difficulty  aris- 
ing out  of  the  inefficiency  of  our  militia  law  and  the 
discordance  between  our  military  system  and  that  of 
the  United  States.  The  many  defects  of  our  system 
render  a complete  and  thorough  revision  not  only  de- 
sirable and  expedient  but  indispensible.— A conform- 
ity with  the  organization  and  regulation  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  would  facilitate  the  detaching 
for  service  any  requisition  which  may  hereafter  be 
made,  and  prevent  many  of  those  contests  between 
corps  and  officers  for  rank  and  precedence  which 
have  too  frequently  tended  to  injure  the  reputation 
of  our  citizen  soldiers  and  the  public  service.  The 
strong  presumption  that  early  in  the  spring  and  dur- 
ing the  summer  the  enemy  will  invade,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plunder  and  devastation,  the  shores  of  the 
Delaware,  is,  independent  of  all  other  considera- 
tions, motives  sufficient  to  induce  the  adoption  of 
all  precautionary  measures  which  prudence  and  fore- 
sight can  suggest.  The  purchase  of  arms  and  am- 
munition and  the  encouragement  of  efficient  volun- 
teer corps,  would  certainly  tend  to  inspire  confi- 
dence as  well  as  multiply  the  means  of  resistance. — 
Circumstanced  as  we  are,  one  of  our  most  imperious 
duties  is  to  give  the  .state  an  energetic  militia  law  : 
our  constituents  expect  it  and  our  country  demands 
it.  Shall  we  disappoint  expectations  so  just,  de- 
mands so  reasonable  ? In  the  message  I had  the  ho- 
nor to  transmit  to  the  legislature  under  date  of  the 
•7th  of  December,  1809,  I submitted  my  opinion  on 
this  subject  so  fully  that  I cannot  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  occupy  your  time  with  further  details. 

Amongst  the  measures  adopted  by  the  general  go- 
vernment for  supporting  the  just  and  necessary  war 
in  which  the  nation  is  engaged,  is  a direct  tax  upon 
property1-. — Possessing  as  our  state  does,  the  means, 
I Cannot  doubt  the  disposition  of  her  legislature  to 
give  effect  to  her  repeated  professions,  by  appropri- 
ating a portion  of  her  treasure  for  the  commutation 
and  prompt  payment  of  the  state’s  quota  of  the  tax. 
Interest  and  patriotism  unite  so  obviously  in  recom- 
mending this  measure  that  the  executive  would  not 
have  recurred  to  it,  were  it  not  for  the  necessity 
there  is,  that  the  subject  should  he  legislated  upon 
without  delay.  The  7th  section  of  the  act  imposing 
that  tax,  provides,  that  each  state  which  determines 
to  pay  its  quota,  and  thus  avail  itself  of  the  15  per 
cent,  deduction,  must  give  information  thereof  to  the 
treasury  department  of  the  United  States  before  the 
10th  day  of  January  next. 

At  no  period  of  our  history  has  the  immense  im- 
portance of  internal  navigation  been  so  striking!) 
exemplified  as  since  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties. The  transportation  of  produce  and  the  inter- 
course between  citizens  of  different  states,  which 
knit  more  strongly  the  bands  of  social  and  po- 
litical union,  arc  greatly  retarded,  and  through  ma- 
ny of  their  accustomed  channels,  entirely  interrupt- 
ed by  the  water  craft  of  the  enemy,  sinking,  burn- 
ing and  otherwise  destroying  the  property  which  it 
Cannot  appropriate  to  its  own  use.  The  clearing  and 
improving  ou?  rivers  and  creeks,  and  connecting* 


them  by  canals  would  afford  us  a safe,  cheap  and! 
expeditious  mode  of  transportation,  in  defiance  of 
the  thousand  ships  of  our  enemy.  Permit  me  to 
hazard  the  opinion  that  less  than  ene  half  the  trea- 
sure expended  by  the  United  States  for  the  protec. 
tion  of  foreign  commerce,  if  combined  with  state 
and  individual  wealth,  and  judiciously  expended, 
would  have  perfected  an  inland  water  communica- 
tion from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Though  the  accom- 
plishment of  so  extensive  a work  may  be  distant, 
yet,  much  may  be  done  towards  it.  Pennsylvania 
has  the  means,  and  I trust  its  legislature  the  dispo- 
sition, to  appropriate  them  towards  perfecting  one  of 
the  great  links  of  the  chain,  by  connecting  the  waters 
flowing  in  the  Chesapeake  with  those  of  the  Delaware. 

The  preservation  of  morals  and  our  free  institu- 
tions, together  with  the  true  interest  of  humanity 
would  be  much  promoted  and  their  perpetuation  se- 
cured by  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  amongst 
all  our  citizens.  A solemn  injunction  contemplating 
these  important  objects,  by  the  establishment  of 
schools  throughout  the  state,  though  contained  in 
the  instrument  from  which  the  departments  consti- 
tuting the  government  derive  their  powers,  remains 
yet  to  be  fulfilled,  on  the  broad  plan  and  liberal 
principles  which  actuated  those  who  enjoined  the 
duty.  The  laws  in  force  have  done  much  good,  a 
careful  revision  of  them  would  probably  do  much 
more,  by  extending  the  benefits  of  this  important 
branch  of  republican  polity. 

The  sale  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes  has  ceased 
to  be  a source  of  revenue  in  some  counties,  because 
the  coercing  payment  under  the  present  laws  is  un- 
popular and  inefficient — I would  suggest  a forfeiture 
to  the  commonwealth  of  all  such  lands,  the  owner 
for  a short  period  of  time  to  have  the  right  of  re- 
demption on  payment  of  a double  tax,  the  penalty 
in  case  of  redemption  and  the  whole  value  of  the 
land  in  case  a forfeiture  becomes  absolute,  to  form 
a school  fund.  Such  a provision  would  remove  the 
odium  attached  to  the  present  procedure  and  the 
liberal  minded  sufferer  would  console  himself  by  re- 
flecting, that  his  want  of  attention  had  contributed  to 
the  promotion  of  a planequally  humane  and  patriotic. ' 

Four  years  existence  has  proved  the  practical  ex- 
cellence of  the  arbitration  principle,  which  is  now 
incorporated  with  and  in  a great  measure  pervades 
our  civil  code.  It  is  generally  resorted  to  by  the 
honest  suitor  whose  object  is  to  have  an  early  anA 
economical  termination  of  a controversy.  Amongst 
the  many  satisfactory  results  from  the  system  is  the 
almost  immediate  lien  which  the  vigilant  plaintiff 
creates  on  the  state  of  the  defendant  without  doing 
him  the  slighest  wrong.  The  defects  of  the  law,  are, 
if  any,  in  the  detail.  The  local  experience  collected 
by,  and  concentrated  in,  the  legislature,  will  dictate 
and  secure  appropriate  remedies. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  law  which  direefs 
that  two  verdicts  rendered  one  way  and  judgments 
thereon  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  parties  litig  nl  as 
to  real  estate,  is  by  the  latter  requisite  rendered  al- 
most inoperative.  The  frequent  setting  aside  the 
verdicts  of  juries,  perpetuates  the  evil  intended  t$ 
be  remedied  by  that  wholesome  provision.  Experi- 
ence has  shewn  that  many  rules  of  court  and  rules  of 
evidence  become  arbitrary  and  subversive  of  justice 
by  their  application  to  cases  of  a peculiar  nature  and 
unfitted  for  the  application  of  general  rules.  It  may 
elucidate  and  perhaps  mitigate  the  harshness  of  the 
preceding  observation  to  state  one  case  of  hardship 
from  among  many  which  occur. — Written  evidence 
upon  which  principally  a plaintiff  may  have  recover- 
ed on  a first  trial,  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  read  in 
evidence  on  a second  trial,  for  no  other  reason  but 
■because  the  party  who  had  been  plaintiff  in  the  first 
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suit  happens  to  be  defendant  on  the  second  trial : in 
every  other  respect  the  cause  is  the  same,  through- 
out and  in  all  its  bearing,  and  the  controversy  about 
the  same  property.  Is  there  not  in  such  decisions 
something  repulsive  to  the  dictates  of  _ common 
Sense,  and  Would  it  not  be  promotive  of  justice  to 
direct  th^t  in  all  cases  “necessity  either  absolute  or 
moral  shall  be  sufficient  ground  for  dispensing  with 
rules  of  court  and  of  evidence  ?” 

The  able  and  elaborate  report  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral on  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  well 
merits  an  early  attention.  Its  philanthropic  princi- 
ples will,  l doubt  not,  animate  the  new  system  which 
humanity  anticipates  as  the  result  of  your  delibera- 
tions. 

Agreeablv  to  a late  decision  of  our  supreme  court, 
it  would  seem  that  in  a case  of  larceny,  comrrfitted 
ill  an  adjoining  state,  the  offender  if  he  flies  hither 
and  brings  with  him  the  property  stolen,  cannot  be 
here  punished.  Under  this  decision,  which  is  now 
considered  settled  law,  some  daring  offenders  have 
already -.scaped,  and  if  such  a practice  be  continued, 
it  will  encourage  theft  in  the  adjoining  states  in  pro- 
portion as  the  impunity  afforded  by  our  courts  be 
conies  known.  This  rule  of  action  thus  laid  down 
Tfy  our  supreme  court  must  become  still  more  alarm- 
ing-and  injurious  if  extended,  as  it  is  presumed  it 
must  be,  to  the  receivers  of  such  stolen  property. — 

It  would  seem  also,  that  the  efficacy  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  is  much  weakened  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  April,  1809,  defining  contempt  of  court : For 
the  information  of  the  legislature  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  shortly  transmit  extracts  of  a letter  from  the 
attorney-general,  shewing  the  inefficiency,  and  point- 
ing out  also  defects  in  that  important  law — the  ha- 
beas corpus  act. 

The  frequent  applications  made  for  pardons  for 
convicts  sentenced  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor, 
founded  solely  on  the  want  of  apartments  wherein 
to  employ  them,  and  of  necessary  tools  and  mate- 
rials, point  out  the  necesssity  of  an  imperative  in- 
junction on  county  commissioners  to  provide  the 
requisite  means  for  the  attainment  of  the  ends  con- 
templated by  our  humane  penal  code.  The  case  of 
an  unfortunate  fellow  mortal,  now  under  sentence 
of  death,  and  who  has  from  the  most  conscientious 
motives  been  twice  respited,  impels  me  to  state  to 
you,  mv  fellow-citizens  : — That  in  Pennsylvania, 
famed  for  the  justice  and  mildness  of  her  penal 
code,  where  a contest  for  six  dollars  has  the  full 
scope  of  legal  investigation  extended,  even  to  the 
supreme  judicial  tribunal  of  the  state,  yet  when  the 
fife  of  a citizen  is  at  stake,  he  shall  be  hurried 
through  all  misapprehensions  of  witnesses  and  ju- 
rors and  errors  of  courts  to  an  untimely  and  dis- 
graceful death.  For  him  there  is  no  court  of  revi- 
sion, of  errors  or  appeals,  nor  has  he  any  remedy 
other  than  in  the  mercy  of  the  executive,  and  that 
remedy  is  an  absolute  pardon,  the  justice  of  which 
must  be  often  doubtful,  and  would  sometimes  be  cul- 
pable : To  your  judgment  and  feelings  it  is  sub- 

mitted whether  essential  alterations  ought  not  to 
take  place  in  this  system. 

Horse-racing,  a vice  ofthe  most  baleful  kind,  both 
as  to  its  immediate  and  consequent  effects  on  morals, 
continues  to  be  predominant  over  the  laws  making 
penal  that  cruel  and  unchristian  sport.  In  despite 
of  the  magistracy  and  the  efforts  of  other  good  citi- 
zens, the  laws  are  violated  with  impunity,  because 
of  the  extreme  difficulty  to  prove  facts,  essential  to 
a conviction  which  ingepuitv  is  never  at  a loss  to 
conceal.  I beg  leave  to  reiterate  the  opinion,  that 
the  forfeiture  of  the  animal,  brought  for  the  purpose 
of  racing  on  any  grounc\,  is  the  most  effectual  mode 
to  stay  the  misc^f. 


Much  mischief  to  the  morals  and  to  the  industry 
of  the  state  are  likely  to  result  from  the  flood  of  pa- 
per thrown  into  circulation  by  unincorporated  banks. 
That  this  is  done  in  despite  of  an  existing  law  is  too 
obvious  to  have  escaped  your  notice.  The  objections 
which  I felt  it  mv  imperious  duty  to  submit  to  your 
predecessors  against  the  passage  of  a general  bank- 
ing law,  and  to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  ybu,  a;  ly 
with  double  force  against  the  practices  now  pursu- 
ing by  unauthorised  associations  throughout  the 
state. ' The  hand  of  an  independent,  disinterested  and 
enlightened  legislature  will,  1 trust,  correct  the  evil. 

Tavern  licences,  regarded  as  sources  of  'revenue, 
from  the  sameness  of  the  sum  paid  for  them  through- 
out the  state,  with  the  exception  ofthe  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  some  Contiguous  places,  operates  very 
u equally,  when  we  compare  the  emoluments  arising" 
from  houses  of  entertainment  in  different  districts  of 
the  state.  The  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  derived  from  the 
privilege  granted.  A discrimination,  founded  on 
some  general  principle,  suppose  on  the  rent  paid  or 
the  value  assessed  on  the  premises  occupied  as  a 
tavern  ; such  a scale  of  prices  would  be  more  equit- 
able, and  would  in  all  probability  be  productive  of 
other  advantages  besides  those  connected  with  the 
treasury. 

The  provisions  of  a resolution  of  a late  legisla- 
ture, have  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  materials 
believed  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  formation  of 
an  explicit  fee  bill.  It  is  due  to  the  people  and  to 
the  public  officer  that  feek  of  office,  for  similar,  ser- 
vices, should  be  uniform,  and  in  no  case  should  the 
sum  to  be  paid  depend  on  the  discretion  of  the  offi- 
cer receiving  or  the  individual  paying.  I would  sug- 
gest also  the  establishing  by  law,  of  the.  pay  and 
other  expences  to  be  allowed  sheriff  s for  the  trans- 
portation of  convicts  to  the  Philadelphia  prison,  as 
a measure  calculated  to  prevent  embarrassment  in 
the  accountant  department. 

The  number  of  new  counties  which  have  been 
erected  out  of  old  ones,  has  so  entirely  deranged  the 
districts  heretofore  established  for  the  appointment 
of  justices  of  the  peace  a£  to  render  difficult  a com- 
pliance with  the  constitutional  injunction,  that  a 
competent  number  of  those  officers  shall  be  commis- 
sioned, in  convenient  districts.  Inconvenience  is  also 
felt  in  all  the  counties  lately  organized  for  judicial 
purposes,  to  which  the  law  of  the  4th  April,  1803, 
does  not  extend.  A new  law  containing  similar  pro- 
visions to  the  law  just  referred  W),  has  therefore  be- 
come necessary. 

The  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  enemy 
on  lake  Erie  and  the  Delaware,  induced  the  expendi- 
ture of  a portion  of  the  $50,000  placed  by  the  legis- 
lature at  the  discretion  of  the  executive.  It  has 
been  appropriated  to  the  repair  of  arms,  the  pur- 
chase of  ammunition  and  camp  equipage,  an  account; 
of  it  and  of  the  monies  expended,  as  additional 
compensation  to  those  of  our  militia  who  had  faith- 
fully served  under  any  of  the  requisitions  of  the 
president  cf  the  United  States,  will  so  soon  as  the 
proper  department  shall  hare  been  furnished  with 
necessary  vouchers,  be  laid  before  you ; and  also 
an  account  of  expences  incurred  by  the  call  of  ma- 
jor-general Mead,  on  the  first  brigade  of  its  division, 
for  the  defence  of  the  United  States31  flotilla  then  ins 
the  harbor  of  Erie. 

The  million  of  dollars  authorised  by  a law  of  the 
last  session  to  he  subscribed  to  the  loan  opened 
by  the  United  .States  government  has  not  been 
subscribed.  The  time  necessarily  consumed  in 
enacting  the  provisions  deemed  necessary  by  some 
of  the  banks  before  they  would  pay  over  the  sums 
they  proposed  to  lean  to  the  commonwealth,  so  fu*-. 
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delayed  the  completion  of  the  loan  required  by  ibe 
state,  that -the  books  for  receiving'  subscriptions  to 
the  loan  ol  the  U.  States  were  closed  before  a copy 
of  the  supplementary  law  passed  by  the  legislature 
could  reach  Philadelphia.  Full  information  of  every 
thing  done  by  the  agents  I had  appointed  tonegociate 
and  complete  the  loan,  subsequent  to  my  communi- 
cation of  the  25th  March  last,  shall  be  laid  before 
the  legislature. 

Agreeably  to  a law  of  the  last  legislature,  a plan 
has  been  approved  for  an  arsenal  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  a contract  for  its  execution  formed,  now 
nearly  executed.  The  various  oilier  duties  enjoined 
on  the  executive,  bv  laws  and  resolutions,  have,  1 
trust,  been  performed  in  a spirit  correspondent  with 
the  motive  that  dictated  the  several  injunctions. 

I have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  explicitly  communi- 
cated such  information,  and  recommended  such  mea- 
sures as  experience  and  reflection  have  suggested, 
and  it  will  be  gratifying  to  my  feelings,  and  I trust 
not  injurious  to  the  interests  of  our  constituents,  if 
you,  agreeing  in  opinion  with  me,  shall  sanction 
with  your  approbation  the  measures  I have  suggest- 
ed. If  we  differ  as  to  the  policy  or  expediency  of 
any  particular  measure,  I am  sure  it  -will  be  an  ho- 
nest difference,  and  mutual  respect  will  teach  us  to 
give  credit  to  each  other,  for  upright  intentions,  pure 
motives,  and  conscientious  convictions  emanating 
from  patriotic  principles. — 5 our  selection  from,  an, 
residence  in,  the  various  districts  of  the  state,  has 
given  you  such  opportunities  of  knowing  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  assembled  ,n  you  such 
a body  of  information,  of  public  feeling  and  public 
opinion  as  never  can  be  collected  under  any  other 
than  a republican  government,  truly  impresses  you 
with  the  character  of  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  secures  for  you  that  respect  and  confidence 
which  necessarily  attaches' to  so  important  a statibn. 
I shall  at  all  times  cheerfully  co-operate  with  you  in 
the  adoption  of  any  measure  calculated  to  promote 
the  freedom,  interest  and  happiness  of  our  consti- 
tuents. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Jliurisburgh,  10th  December , 1813. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. — IV  COUNCIL. 

. - Annapolis,  December , 8,  1813. 

Gentfcmen—In  virtue  of  a resolve  of  the  general  assembly,  at  its 
May  session,  the  treasurer  was  directed  to  borrow  307.000  dollars ; 
fhe  terms  u non  which  the  loan  was  effected,  will  appear  hy  the  re- 
port eff  the  treasurer.  As  soon  as  the  money  was  obtained,  steps  Were 
taken  to  procure  armsTonhianee  mid  military  stores  for  the  state,  and 
considerable ‘purchases  were  made;  but  owing  to  the  interruption  of 
intercourse  between  the  states,  they  could  not  all  be  received  in  time 
to  be  sent  to  those  parts  of  Maryland  which  are  most  exposed  to 
danger.' 

Soon  after-  the  adjournment  of -the  legislature,  an  order  was  pass- 
ed for  a return  of  the  public  records  and  papers  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment ; but  in  consequence  of  the  approach  of  a considerable 
nav-ssi  force  of  the  enemy,  it  was  found  necessary  again  to  order 
their  removal,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  town  of  Upper  Marl  ho- 
roiiaflt.  It  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  direct,  from  time  to  time, 
h return  of  such  of  them  were  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  courts;  but  the  board  has  passed  no  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  rest,  audit  is  submitted  to  the  legislature  what  shall 
be  done  in  regard  to  them.  It  is  certainly  much  to  he  desired  that 
the  offices  should  he  kept  open  for  the  transaction  of  business  ; but 
besides  t!m  difficulty  of  removing  the  records  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment in  time,  whenever  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  may  re* 
quiiy  if,  there  is  considerable  dang'  r of  their  being  lost  or  destroyed 
by  frequent  removals.  The  legislature  will  see  the  necessity  of 
making  soinefnrtber  provision  with  respect  to  them.  The  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  does  not  make  it  the  duty  of  the  officers 
to  open  their  offices  at  the  plage  to  which  their  records  are  removed, 
and  hy  confining  th  authority  thereby  conferred  upon  tin- executive 
to  two  counties,  it  1ms  been  found  impracticable  to  procure  the  ne. 
cessarv  accommodations  for  the  officers. 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  will  of  course  be  directed  to  die 
militia  system  ; in  its  present  state  it  is  almost  a dead  letter,  and 
without  power  to  comp  ! the  service  of  those  who,  on  any  snd'h  ■ 
emergency,  ore  unwilling  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  the  country. 
It  is  tint,  :i!id  eaunot  he  expected,  hut  while  those  who  understand 
•Lite  defects  of  the  system,  contrive  to  avoid  the  service,  others  will 
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engage  in  it  with  cheerfulness,  and  consent  to  bear  an  undue  pm-- 
portion  of  its  burthen  amt  sufferings.  It  was  not  designed  by  the 
wise  framers  of  the  constitution  to  leave  it  to  each  memb*  r of  the 
union  to  defend  itseif,  and  after  having  surrendered  to  the  general 
gov-rnment  the  most  mat.  rial  sources  of  r venue,  it  is  impractica- 
ble for  file  individual  states  to  bear  the  burthen  of  anv  extensive 
system  of  defence.  It  was  therefore  expressly  provid  "d,  that  the 
United  States  should  protect  each  individual  state  against  invasion  ; 
and  the  militia  or  other  force  of  the  latter,  was  designed  to  he  em- 
ployed  only  on  sudden  emergencies,  and  until  the  national  govern- 
ment should  come  to  its  relief.  If  the  expencts  of  a war  waged  by 
the  national  authorities,  ar>  to  he  borne  hy  the  states,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  fbrsee,  that  the  stat.  treasury  will  soon  h-  exhausted,  a-  d the 
annihilation  o!  the  state  government  must  follow.  We  had  an 
unquestionable  right  to  expect,  that  in  a war  d-  clar  d by  ours.  Ives, 
the  nation  would  have  promptly  afforded  to  us  the  protection  which 
tlie  constitution  has  so  solemnly  guaranteed  to  every  member  of 
the  union.  Inst  ad  of  this,  however,  we  have  tod.  plore  the  ravages 
and  distresses  which  have  been  produced  in  different  pans  of  Ma- 
ryland, by  tin  incursions  of  tlu  enemy,  and  that  its  most  exposed 
places  have  been  left  in  a defenceless  and  unprot.  cted  situation. 
T ims  abandoned  by  the  national  authority,  and  without  any  well 
founded  prospect  of  a speedy  termination  of  the  present  disastrous 
war,  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  devise  the  means  of 
defence,  which,  upon  any  future  invasion,  the  state  authorities  shall 
afford.  We  must  again  be  permitted  to  recommend  to  th  ‘ legisla- 
ture the  organization  of  volunteer  corps  of  infantry  (to  b - mount- 
ed) and  which  would  at  this  time  be  found  the  most  efficient  force 
for  tile  kind  of  warfare  in  which  w<-  are  engaged.  In  some  places, 
threatened  with  invasion,  this  species  of  force  has  been  resorted  to, 
under  an  idea  that  it  was  authorised,  and  because  found  capable  of 
affording  the  most  service;  the  pay-rolls  of  those  men,  when  pre- 
sented to  us,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  rejecting,  because 
the  legislature  had  refused  its  sanction  to  their  organization. 

We  would  also  call  th  attention  of  the  legislature  to  those  clauses 
of  the  militia  law,  which  establish  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  for 
the  government  of  the  militia,  wiiile  in  actual  service  ; we  do  not 
m-  an  to  question  the  propriety  of  such  rigorous  rules  *or  the  go- 
vernment ol  a regular  army,  nor  do  we  mean  to  say,  that  the  militia, 
wliil.  in  service,  ought  tube  subject  to  no  regulation,  but  we  per- 
suade ourselves,  that  the  legislature  can  devise  rules  for  the  gov  rn- 
ment  of  the  militia,  without  depriving  them  of  any  of  the  ess  ntial 
privileges  of  freemen,  and  subjecting  them,  for  offences  undefined, 
to  the  most  cruel  and  qpprobious  punishment. 

We  take  the  liberty  also  of  submitting  to  the  legislature,  the 
propriety  of  adopting  a system  of  general  education  ; no  subject, 
upon  which  its  wisdom  can  be  employed,  is  of  move  vital  impor- 
tance, or  can  have  a more  imperative  claim  to  its  attention.  Go- 
vernments, like  those  under  which  we  have  th<  happiness  to  live, 
<1;  peinl  for  their  existence  ami  prosperity  upon  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  their  citizens ; and  to  place  the  means  of  education  with- 
in tin  reach  of  every  description  of  the  people,  ought  to  be  the 
primary  concern,  as  it  is.tlie  unquestionable  duty,  of  the  1 gisla- 
ture  of  every  free  state.  It  is  one  among  the  many  causes  which 
we  have  for  deploring  the  present  war,  that  it  diminishes  those 
resources,  which  out  to  be  employed  in  the  education  of  our  youth  ; 
we  still,  how.  vt-r, think,  that  if,  in  the  opinion' of  the  legislature, 
funds  can  be  spared  tor  the  purpose,  the  work  should  be  commencc- 
ed,and  a system  matured  for  the  establishment  of  schools  in  every 
part  of  the  state. 

The  amount  of  claims  for  pay  and  rations  of  militia,  called  into 
service  in  thf  course  of  the  last  summer,  already  sanctioned  by  this 
-department,  exceeds  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  dollars ; a more 
particular  account  cannot,  atthistime,  be  given,  as  the  board  is  still 
acting  upon  those  clamis,  and  many  of  them  are  yet  to  arrive. 

For  the  purchase  of  arms  and  military  stores,  orders  ha  v,  been 
drawn  to  the  amount  of  sixty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five dollars  ; but  a considerable  sum  is  yet  due  on  this  account. 

We  have  the  honor  tube,  with  much  respe- 1,  vonr  ohedl  t ser- 
vants, LEV.  WINDER. 

The  honorable  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 


Legislature  of  V irginia. 

GOVERNOR  S MESSAGE. 

Council  Chamber,  December  6th,  1813. 
TO  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  DELF.GATJ  S 
FcllffW'Citizens—I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  at  your 
extra  session  the  most  important  events  of  the  war  in  relation  to 
this  commomvtalth  which  had  occured  previous  to  that  period.— 
Among  which  the  occupation  of  our  wat.  rs  hy  the  enemy,  was  the 
most  prominent.  His  squadron,  after  your  adjournment,  continued 
to  receive  large  accessions  ; on  board  of  which  it  was- ascertained 
there  were  considerable  land  forces.  The  conclusion  seemed  to  be 
inevitable  that  he  meditated  serious  designs  against  our  safety,  and 
had  determined  to  make  us  bear  the  brunt  of  the  war.  Virginia 
did  not  regret  that  she  had  been  thus  honorably  distinguished.— 
Although  sacrifices  both  private  and  public  might  be  tlu-  conse- 
quence. they  Were  not  equal  to  the  dust  of  the  balance  in  the  esti- 
mate of  a brav  e and  generous  people,  w aging  a w ar  in  defence  of 
the  unalienable  rights  of  freemen.  .Notwithstanding  the  enemy’s 
force  was  an  imposing  one,  particularly  in -reference  to  the  peculiar 
nature  ofour  eastern  frontier,  and  therefore,  called  for  our  unweari- 
ed attention;  y t no  apprehension  was  indulged  as  to  the  final  result,, 
if  even  a small  portion  ofour  ample  resources  should  be  judiciously 
applied.  The  executive  adapted  its  course  to  the  occasion,  and  in 
addition  to  the  precautionary  measures  which  had  been  adopted  in 
anticipation  of  this  state  of  things,  calk'd  out  considerable  rein-' 
foreemeiits  of  militia, — a few  days  elapsed,  after  these  steps  hail 
been  taken,  before  the  enemy  commenced  his  bp' rations  by  an  at- 
tack, in  great  force  hy  land  and  water.  oi\  Crauy-Island.  * he  result 
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af  this  attempt,  so  humiliating  to  him  and  so  honorabl  • to  our  brav  ■ 
cohutrym  n who  repelled  it,  is  kuowuto  you.  It  would  hnv  b e • 
scarcely  cr  ii  >1  ■,  hut  forth  - fact having  r ally  occur-d,  that  t’.ir 
thousand  discipli. r d troops  could  have  b-en  ivpulvd,  with  slaugh- 
ter, by  six  hundred  militia,  recently  called  into  s -rviee,  with  no 
other  aid  than  a half  finished  redoubt,  and  tie-  generous  co-op  r - 
tion  ol'  a few  brave  volunteers  from  the  navy.  >fter  uud  rgoing 
this  disastrous  catastrophe,  the  enemy  receded,  a id  bent  his  course 
to  Ha.npto  . : — A result  to  his  arms  scarcely  !■  ss  dishonorable  than 
at  Crauy-Islund,  awaited  him  there.  Here  too  his  attack  was  made 
by  land  and  water,  with  a force  variously  represented  ; hut  w :th.»ut 
doubt,  in  a ratio  compared  with  ours,  of  five  to  one.  Althou  ' ■ 
ourlittl  band  was  constrained  to  ji  Id  to  a forc>*  so  overwhelm 
yet  they  acquitted  themselves  as  became  Virginians,  and  by  the 
impression  they  made  upon  the  enemy,  gave  him  ample  cause  ot 
regret  for  his  "attempt.  Having  obtained  puss  ssiou  of  tliis  little 
hamlet,  a loose  was  given  to  violence  and  to  rapine,  and  to 
lust,  which  f aves  an  ind. -liable  stain  on  the  British  character.— 
Private  liouses  w r plan  ered,  giy  hairs  were  exposed  to 
wanton  outrage;  a sick  man  in  his  be.i  was  murd  red,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  aggravation;  our  respectable  1 males  w r 
pu  iiiely  lorneorf,  to  suJVr  the  last d -gree of  unutterable  viol-  nee, 
Iron  ruiiiaus  who  turned  a deaf  ear  to  tli  ir  supplications  and  fra  ■- 
tie  screams;  and  filling  up  the  nn-asur  • of  th«  ir  crim  s,  they  sa- 
cril  giously  plundered  th  • house  of  Go  l. — The  m'daneh  uy  tiding- 
of  tin  fate  of  Ha  npton  were  heard  with  horror;  and  at  their  re- 
cital a blaze  of  indignation  burst  forth  throughout  America.  Out- 
rages like  tliese  call  d tor  severe  aniniad Version,  i’hey  should  hue  • 
been  atoned  fur  by  the  condign  punishment  of  the  offenders,  or  by 
some  terriol.-  m.  asnre  of  retributive  justice.  The  subject,  how  - 
v r,  i long  -d  to  the  gen  ral  government,  to  which  it  was  referred. 
The  correspondency  relativ-  He  reto  will  o-  found  in  pack  t A. 

Tn  enemy  having  given  mis  character  to  the  war;  having  tic- 
cupl  da  part  oi  our  territory,  ins  force  .represented  as  very  eonsi- 
d r bl  , and  ithemg  difficult  to  conjeclur  what  wo  ild  lie  his  next 
o | c t;  tde  executive  adopt  d such  defensive  measures,  as,  in  their 
opinion,  the  txig  nev  called  for,  transmitted  to  tile  president  o; 
the  United  Slat,  s full  information  of  our  situation,  and  advised 
him  of  their  having  called  out  considerable  detach  ueiits  ot  militia  : 
a measure  which  received  the  sanction  of  his  approbation.  I nave 
caused  the  adjutant-general  to  pn  pare,  for  the  information  ol  th 
general  assembly,  ad  tailed  report  (which  is  aiuoiigthe  documents 
marked  B.)  of  these  m.-asur  s,  as  w 11  as  of  every  oth  r adopted 
by  us,  for  the  d‘‘fl  nee  of  the  state, and  also  of  the  operations  ot  the 
en  - ay  which  have  been  limit-. -d  to  predatory  incursions  along  the 
banks  of  our  navigable  bays  and  nv.-rs,  and  every  where  marked 
with  a character  utterly  unworthy  of  a civilized  nation.  By  re- 
ference to  which  report,  will  be  seen  the  various  calls  .which  have 
been  made  upon  the  militia  at  different  periods,  with  the  causes 
leading  thereto, —the  number  now  in  th  service  of  the  Uuiu-d 
Stat  -s,  and  their  respective  positions.  This  report  is  intended  for 
th  - legislature  only,  unless  indeed  in  their  estimation,  itspublica- 
tion  or  particular  parts  thereof  be  deemed  expedient.  In  that  do 
eu  nt  ..t  will  also  be  seen  the  incongruity  with  our  state  system,  ol 
tlier  gelations  of  the  war  department,  relative  to  th  appointment 
of  officers  in  d taclim  ills  of  militia  call  d for  by  the  general  go- 
vernment ; my  unavailing  endeavors  to  obviate  their  effects  *n  our 
requisitions,  and  the  cons  . qut-iu  exclusion  from  service  of  some  of 
Hie  offiers  d -tached  hy  my  general  orders  of  the  16th  April,  1813. 
In  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  secretary  of  war,  I beg  leave 
to  present  th  • subject  to  your  consul  -ration. 

Notwithstanding  tlie  calls  on  our  citizen  soldiers  have  been  nume- 
rous, and  in  the  section  of  the  ‘common wealth  contiguous  to  the 
th  atre  of  a tion  particularly  inconveui  lit,  as  who  e regiments 
have  been  frequently  placed  in  service,  they  have  nevertheless  dis- 
played generally, a degree  of  alacrity  and  cheerfulness  which  give 
th  n lasting  clai  os  to  th«  gratitude  of  their  country.— Numerous 
w re  tbeexam  I > of  patriotk  citizens  who  voluntarily  abandoned 
t-  eir  domestic  joyments,  a id  rallied  around  the  standard  ot  their 
coun  \->  in  tiie  hour, of  her  supposed  danger.  It  furnished  a spec- 
tacle h ghly  gr  i yiwg  to  the  patriot,  and  an  illustrious  proof  of 
tlie  nergy  of  freedom.  Nor  was  this  generous  ardor  confined  to 
ours  Ives:  it  embraced  also  our  .‘L-llow  citizens  of  North  Carolina, 
who  embodying  under  majongeneral  Calvin  Jones,  made  a tender 
o:  th  ir  service.  The  documents  transmitted  (marked  C.)  will 
disclos  the  very  satisfactory  reasons  which  prevented  the  consum- 
mation of  their  honorable  intentions.  Such  -a  distinguished  proof 
of  friendship  cannot  but  make  an  impression  on  our  minds  the  re- 
membrance of  which  will  be  cherished  with  our  loudest  recollec- 
tions. 

In  reviewing  the  events  ef  tlie  year,  reflecting  upon  the  great 
force,  of  the  enemy,  and  the  extent  of  his  designs,  the  length  of 
time  he  remained  in  our  waters,  his  capacity  to  fly  or  fight  as 
circumstances  dictated,  and  tlie  result  of  his  achievements  every 
where  covered  with  disgraces,  there  is  on  our  part  ample  ground 
for  exultation,  mingled  with  gratitude  to  that  Providence  which 
delights  to  dispense  to  us  so  many  instances  of  his  kindness. 

A he  various  measures  of  defence  adopted  by  the  executive,  as 
well  as  frequent  calls  upon  their  respective  regiments  by  the  colonel 
commandant!  under  the  militia  law,  have  necessarily  been  pro- 
ductive of  considerable  expenditures.  The  amount  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  accompanying  document  marked  D ; ami  it  is 
believ  d on  investigation,  they  will  have  been  warranted  by  a 
just  regard  to  the  protection  ol  the  state,  and,  consequently,  will 
found  an  irresistible  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. 

Congress  at  their  Jast  session  imposed  a direct  tax  on  the  United 
States,  with  an  alternative  to  the  state  governments  of  discharging 
their  respective  quotas ; in  which  event  a discount  is  to  be  made  of 
fit  teen  per  centum  if  it  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Stat  s before  the  tenth  day  of  February  next,  or  of  ten  per  centum 
.1  pmd  uciuro  the  first  of  May,  The  qmna  of  Virginia  is  ibreei 


hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-four, 
emus. 

It  is  submitted  to  tlie  legislature  whether  the  propriety  of  an 
assumption  on  our  partis  not  dictated  us  w 11  by  co  si  derations  of 
economy  us  with  u view  to  furnish  to  the  world  a solid  proof  of  our 
Jet-,  r uination  heartily  to  co-operate  with  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

l’ht-  painful  duty  devolves  on  me  of  announcing  to  you  a va. 
canty  in  the  council  of  state  by  the  death  of  g neral  Wood.  Tims 
lias  another  hero  of  the  revolution  paid  the  great  debt  of  nature; 
Ins  distinguished  servic  s will  still  survive  in  the  memory  of  a 
grateful  country. 

Nothing  lias  transpired,  since  your  last  session,  which  indicates 
the  I ast  change  in  our  foreign  relations.  The  enemy  can  be  made 
sensible  of  the  unjust  and  unprofitable  conflict  in  which  he  is 
engag  d,  only  by  a vigorous  and  successful  prosecution  of  the 
war.  Th  distiugiii  v-d  success  which,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
h«s  ev  ry  where  crowned  our  efforts,  both  by  sea  ami  land,  is 
1 1 r-inr--  a o -cuiiar  source  of  gratifi  atiou,  and  on  which  I beg 
1 av:-  to  congratulate  you.  The  illustrious  proofs  of  the  valor  and 
skill  or  our  army  an  1 navy  which  the  events  of  e-. .ry  day  are 
volvi  ig,  united  with  perseverance  on  the  part  of  tlie  lation  and 
tii.  hope  of  Divine  aid  inspired  by  the  justice  of  our  cause.,  leave  us 
little  to  apprehend  as  to  the  issue  of  the  war. 

The  period,  fellow-citizens,  in  which  we  are  called  to  act.  is  the 
most  eventful  m tlie  annals  of  the  world.  Both  hemispheres  are 
bleeding  under  the  dreadful  scourge  of  war.  And,  from  the  prodi- 
gious iforts  w. licit  are  made  in  the  old,  the  present  crisis  seems  to 
be  in  travail  With  the  dutinies  of  half  mankind.  What  will  be  tlie 
r s ot,  m- what  will  be  its  consequences  to  US,  all  trying  time  must 
lecide.  In  any  event  it  behoves  us  to  be  s nsihly  alive  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  tlie  occasion  and  to  prepare  for  any  result.  Let  us  practice 
forbearance  and  moderation  one  to  another,  cherish  concord  and 
brotherly  lov<_.  draw  close  the  cord  of  union,  ami  the  reby  give 
lob  and  undivided  scop  - to  the  energies  of  om-  country— Watch 
with  vestal  vigilance  tin  lamp  of  liberty  which  can  he  kept  alive 
only  by  practising  republican  virtues;  but  above  ail  let  us  uunible 
o.irs  iws  .before  the  throne  of  God,  who,  in  tlie  moment  of  his 
displeasure,  seems  to  be  emptying  the  vial  of  wrath  upon  a guilty 
world,  and  fervently  ronjiivehim  to  avert  from  our  comparatively 
happy  shores  that  wide  waste  of  desolation  which  has  overwhelmed 
tlie  other  hemisphere.  The  present  crisis,  fellow-citizens,  is  one  of 
probation  both  to  the  n&tion  and  to  individuals.  Should  tmevica, 
ani  mated  by  a just  r gard  for  her  rights,  persevering! y continue 
the  contest  in  despite  of  the  sacrifices  inseparably  incident  to  war, 
until  she  shall  have  conquered  an  honorable  peace,  the  heroes 
and  patriots  of  the  present  day  will  be  deservedly  ranked  with 
those  of  the  revolution.  Should  a contrary  course  obtain,  the 
consequences  would  be  such  as  the  mind  of  the  patriot  shrieks 
trom  contemplating.  Ev  ry  individual  is  solemnly  bound  to  dis- 
charge with  fidelity  the  part  assigned  him;  and,  in  proportion  to 
the  sliaiv  of  public  confidence  lie  enjoys,  tbe  sacivdmws  of  this 
obligation  is  increased.  Suffer  me  to  assure  you  that  by  a 
strong  s rise  of  tins  duty,  I have  been  invariably  guided  in  per- 
forming- the  various  acts  of  high  responsibility  which  have  de- 
volved on  me,  at-  a time  as  momentous  as  embarrassing:  and 
should  I have  < red  (as  is  highly  presumable,  being  direct  d by  a 
v ry  liiffrhle  judgment,)  I shall,  nevertheless,  confidently  throw 
mys  If  on  tbe  liberality  of  an  indulgent  country;  not  doubting  it 
will  duly  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  tile  occasion,  and  in  any 
event,  do  ample  justice  to  th-  motive-:  which  have  influenced  my 
endeavors  to  discharge  tire  solemn  duties  imposed  on  me  by  my 
station.  I tend  r to  the  representatives  of  the  people  convened  in 
general  assembly  my  best  wishes  for  their  personal  happiness,  with 
a fervent  prayer  that  their  coitus-  Is  may  continue  to  be  guided  by 
energy,  patriotism  and  wisdom,  and  that  the  result  may  be  pro- 
pitious to  the  safety,  liberty  and  happiness  of  our  muntrv. 

J.  BAB  HOUR. 


Legislature  of  South-Carolina. 

Message,  from  his  excellency , the  governor , delivered  to  t tie  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  on  Tuesday,  23d  November,  1813. 

Fellow-Citizens,— To  have  been  able  to  congratulate  you  upon 
the  prospect  or  returning  peace,  and  a frank  and  honorable  ac- 
commodation of  all  differences  .with  our  enemy  while  it  w ould 
have  been  unaffectedly  gratifying  to  my  own  feelings,  would  have 
been  the  source,  I am  persuaded,  of  not  less  satisfaction  to  you, 
and  to  our  country  generally.  Too  humane  to  behold  the  effusion 
of  blood  with  European  indifference,  or  to  consider  the  nmt. -rials 
of  which  fleets  and  armies  are. composed,  as  mere  instruments  ti  - 
the gratification  of  those  angry  .passions  or  selfish  policy  of  those 
who  direct  them  ; we  do  not  forget  that,  however  unavoidable  tie- 
contest,  the  fall  of  every  jmtriot  soldier  clothes  some  family  in 
mourning:  Too  just  to  offend  or  violate  the  rights  of  others,  we 
desire  only  to  resist  encroachments,  and  to  repel  the  violation 
of  our  own  rights:  Too  wise  and  reflecting  ty  be  dazzled  hy  tbe 
glare  of  military  trophies,  or  seduced  by  tlie  faise  glory  of  con- 
quest, the  only  object  of  our  ambition  is  tbe  quiet  enjoyment  of 
th?  blessings  lavished  upon  us  by  a bountiful  J-Tovjdeie-- ",  and  the 
undisturbed  prosecution  of  our  fair  and  lawful  intercourse  mill 
the  world.  True  to  this  policy,  which  they  have  uniformly  pro- 
fessed, and  honestly  acted  upon,  those  to  whom  has  been  commit- 
ted the  conduct  of  our  foreign  relations,  have  not  ceased,  since  tin: 
commencement  of  futilities,  to  manifest  a >:  anxiety  lor  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  commensurate  with  the  l'diK-tanc-  with  which 
they  found  themselves  compelled  to  resort  to  arms.  In  its  zeal  for 
the  promotion  of  an  event  so  interesting  to  humanity,  and  so  ob- 
viously demanded  by  the  true  polity  to  both  hcliig  r« -«t«.  our  go. 
v-rninent  has^ot  scrupled  to  adopt  m.-v.-.n-w  fm-  ncgociatlon 
which  certainly  might  have  been  rejc.Bc!,  without  any  just  imps}- 
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tation  pf  either  fastidiousness  or  unreasonable  pride.  Unliappil v 
however,  the  moderation  and  euueiiiatory  disposition  manifested 
on  pur*  part  have  upt  only  failed  in  meetinf?  a correspondent  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  but  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe  that  such  a disposition  is  only  to  be  induced  by  the  firm 
and  vigorous  application  of  our  means  of  annoyance  and  distress. 
To  institute  measures  adapted  to  this  end,  and  to  direct  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation  in  such  a manner  as  shall  produce  upon  the 
enemy  the  strongest  impressions,  belongs  exclusively  to  the  ge- 
iierai  government.  The  defensive  preparations,  however,  which 
shall  be  considered  necessary  to  the  better  security  ot  our  own 
boast,  ps  they  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  interesting  to  us,  so  they 
will  doubtless  obtain  from  you  alt  the  attention  they  deserve, 
livery  thing,  it  is  believed,  which  depended  upon  the  executive, 
lias  been  done.  Purchases  of  arms  and  munitions  ot  wav,  to  the  toll 
extent  of  the  appropriations  subject  to  the  control  of  this  depart- 
ment, have  been  either  actually  made,  or  contracted  tor  : the  gene- 
ral staff  has  been  organized:  the  militia  have  been  so  classed  that, 
should  occasion  require,  any  number  of  regiments  can  be  gotten 
into  the  field  w!  limit  delay;  and  such  military  positions  as  were 
deemed  requisite  have  been  directed  to  be  occupied.  The  extension, 
or  contraction , of  these  plans  of  defence  will,  of  course,  he  deter- 
mined by  the  appropriations  which  you  shall  think  proper  to 
make. 

A report  of  the  ofpendituves  for  military  purposes,  during  the 
present  year,  ivili  in  a few  days  be  laid  before  you. 

• In  inviting  your  attention  to  our  militia  system,  the  subject  has 
been  so  often  under  your  review,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind 
you  of  its  defects.  A general  revision  of  it  is  strongly  recommended. 
In  doing  this,  the  necessity  of  rendering  more  frequent,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commanding  officers,  musters  by  companies,  bat- 
talions, regiments  and  brigades,  anil  also  of  making  at  least,  an- 
nual, instead  of  biennial,  the  encampment  of  the  officers  ot  each 
brigade,  will  not  fail  to  present  itself.  I suggest  to  you  also  the 
policy  of  increasing  the  number  of  our  divisions.  While  these  are, 
at  present,  so  f w,  that  in  the  event  of  our  troops  acting  in  con- 
junction with  those,  either  of  the  United  States  or  a sister  state, 
our  general  officers  must  always  invariably  be  outranked;  they 
are  so  large,  and  embrace  such  an  extent  of  territory,  that  the 
command  of  them  is  not  only  inconvenient  hut  burdensome. 

It  is  not  in  the  military  system  only,  that  you  w ill  find  room 
for  improvement.  One  penal  code  calls  loudly  for  correction.  To 
adopt  laws  to  the  character  of  the  people  for  whom  they  are  in- 
tended, is  the  first  maxim  of  the  legislature.  The  political  insti- 
tutions derived  from  our  ancestors,  have  been  long  since  libera- 
lized and  improved : let  us  not.  continue  to  outrage  the  feelings  of 
our  coue  vymen,  by  retaining  the  barbarous  and  unequal  system 
of  punishment  derived  from  the  same  source.  That  punishment 
should  be  proportioned  to  crime,  is  the  language  not  only  of 
humanity,  bat  of  justice.  In  a code,  however,  where  the  ultimum 
svpftlicium  is  allotted  to  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
Offences,  the  idea  of  observing  this  proportion  is  idle.  Let  me 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  then,  to  substitute  for  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  imprisonment  and  hard  labor.  Penitentiaries  have 
been  established  in  so  many  of  our  sister  states,  that  the  supe- 
rior efficacy  of  this  species  of  punishment  is  rio  longer  theoretical, 
put  demonstrated  by  experience.  It  is  urged  therefore  with  the 
more  confidence  upon  your  adoption. 

In  examining  our  judicial y system,  it  offers  so  much  to  be  ad- 
mired, that  perhaps,  it  may  be  considered  almost  invidious  to  search 
for  defects.  One  improvement,  however,  so  forcibly  suggested 
itself  that  I cannot  forbear  presenting  it  to  your  consideration : 
it  is  the  establishment  of  a high  court  of  error  and  appeal,  to  be 
composed  of  judges,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  circuit  court 
judges,  and  to  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction  only.  The  delicacy 
felt  in  revising  the  decisions,  the  reciprocal  bias  towards  the 
opinions  of  each  other,  inseparable  from  the  strongest  and  purest 
minds,  where  the  original  9ml  appellate  jurisdictions  are  com- 
mitted to  the  same  persons,  though  a weighty,  is  by  no  means  the 
only  objection  to  the  existing  system.  At  present,  the  judges  assem- 
ble for  the  purpose  of  bearing  appeals  at  the  close  of  every  circuit. 
■With  minds  harrassed  and  worn  out  by  previous  exertion,  it  is 
obviously  not  only  impossible,  however  distinguished  their  ability, 
that  they  should  be  capable  of  that  full,  deliberate  and  patient  in- 
vestigation due  to  the  important  points  usually  submitted  to  them : 
but  the  annua!  accumulation  of  cases  on  the  appeal  docket  demon- 
strates, that,  with  all  their  diligence,  more  time  is  requisite  for  the 
business  of  the  appeal,  than  can  be  spared  from  the  circuit  courts. 
The  institution  of  the  court  suggested  would  net  oidy  obviate 
these  defects,  but,  it  is  believed,  would  be  the  most  effectual  mean 
of  securing  that  uniformity,  impartiality,  and  correctness  of  deci- 
sion so  desirable  i n our  judicial  proceedings. 

_ Other  subjects  of  communication,  omitted  on  tlie  present  occa- 
sion, from  the  indisposition  under  which  I write,  will  in  a few 
days  be  laid  before  you. 

I supplicate  for  you  the  favor  of  our  God,  and  beseech  him  in  his 
infinite  goodness,  to  rihider  you  the  instruments  of  usefulness,  of 
fionor  and  happiness  to  our  country.  JOS.  ALSTON. 

Columbia,  November  23,1813. 


racter,  in  the  conflict  of  opinion  that  may  be  sup- 
posed to  agitate  her. 

Pauis,  Oct.  8. — Yesterday  at  one  o’clock  her  ma- 
jesty the  empress,  queen  and  regent,  sat  out  in  state 
for  the  Thullieries,  to  repair  to  the  senate  ; and 
having  ascended  her  throne,  placed  on  the  left  of 
die  emperor,  and  the  grand  dignitaries  of  the  empire 
having  taken  their  pioper  places,  she  pronounced 
the  following  speech : 

“ Senators  : The  principal  powers  of  Europe, 
indignant  at  the  pretensions  of  England,  had,  last 
year  re-united  their  armies  to  ours,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  re-establishment 
of  the  rights  of  every  nation.  At  the  first  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  war,  the  slumbering  passions  awoke. — 
England  and  Russia  have  dragged  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria into  their  cause.  Our  enemies  wish  to  destroy 
our  allies  in  revenge  for  their  fidelity ; they  wish  to 
bring  war  into  the  bosom  of  our  beloved  country,  as 
a retaliation  for  the  triumphs  which  have  carried  our 
victorious  eagles  into  the  heart  of  their  states!  know 
better  that  any  one,  what  our  people  would  have  to 
suffer,  if  they  ever  were  conquered.  Before  I as- 
cended the  throne,  where  the  choice  of  my  august 
husband  and  the  will  of  my  father  called  me,  I had. 
the  highest  opinion  of  the  courage  and  energy  ot 
this  great  nation.  This  opinion  has  daily  encreased, 
by  every  thing  that  lias  fallen  under  my  observation 
Paipiliar  for  four  years  with  the  most  intimate 
thoughts  of  my  husband,  I know  the  sentiments  that 
would  agonize  him  upon  a throne  disgraced,  or  a 
crown  without  glory. 

Frenchmen  ! Your  emperor,  your  country  and  ho- 
nor call  you.” 

After  which  the  minister  of  war  ascended  the  tri  - 
bune, read  a report  addressed  to  thp  emperor.  At 
the  conclusion  of  which,  count  Regnaud,  one  of  the 
two  orators  of  the  council  of  state,  presented  to  the 
senate  a project  of. a Senatus  Consultum,  the  object 
of  which  was  the  levy  of  280,000  men,  besides 
30,00.0  to  reinforce  the  armies  in  Spain. 

Count  de  Lacepede  rose  and  addressing  himself 
to  H.  I.  and  R.  majesty,  said— 

“ Madam  : Before  proposing  to  the  senate  mea- 
sures relative  to  the  project  which  has  just  been 
laid  before  the  senate,  I have  the  honor  to  beg  your 
I.  and  R.  M.  to  deign  to  permit  me  to  offer  you,  in 
the  name  of  my  colleagues,  the  respectful  homage 
of  all  those  sentiments  with  which  we  are  penetrated , 
in  seeing  your  majesty  preside  over  the  senate,  and 
hearing  the  memorable  words  that  you  have  just  ut  - 
tered  from  the  height  of  your  throne. 

With  what  gratitude,  with  what  religious  cares, 
we  shall  forever  preserve  the  remembrance  of  it !” 
Senators  ! I have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you  to 
refer  to  a commission,  the  project  of  the  Senatus 
Consultum  which  has  just  been  presented  by  the  ora 
tors  of  the  council  of  state.  This  passed  nem  con. 


Maria  Louisa  Bonaparte. 

The  situation  of  this  lady,  empress,  queen  and  re- 
* gent  of  France  and  Italy,  wife  of  Bonaparte  and 
daughter'  of  the  emperor  of  Austria,  with  whom 
her  husband  is  at  war,  is  very  peculiar,  and  her 
conduct  is  calculated  to  excite  more  than  ordina- 
ry interest.  The  following  proceedings  may  serve 
fc  illustrate  her  sentiments  and  develope  her  cha- 


|&t ef 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Arts  of  thf.  enemy. — At  the  moment  that  congress 
convened,  the  sound  was  blockaded  by  the  British) 
to  let  us  know  that  we  should  not  send  out  provisions, 
if  we  would  feed  our  enemy— and,  the  English  pa- 
pers in  our  sea-port  towns  were  simultaneously  filled 
with  extracts  of  letters  from  Lisbon , &c.  &c.  &c.  to 
shew,  that  if  xz  did  send  out  provisions,  they  would 
not  pay  the  freight.  This  concord  and  concert  is  per - 
fectly  understood)  and  will  avail  the  enemy  nothing. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe,  for  the  sake  of  future  times, 
that  many  of  these  accounts  of  the  price  ot  provi- 
sions, were  headed  with  the  word  “IMPORTANT 
in  capital  letters  ! 
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.Contemptible. — Many  of  the  little  craft  captured 
by  the  Plant  -genet,  of  seventy-four  gwis>  are  ran- 
somed at  the  price  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars each.  A great  business  this,  for  a ship  of  the 
line  ! Among  his  captures  was  a vessel  with  an  or- 
gan  for  one  of  the  episcopal  churches  in  New  York. 
Now,  a gentleman  might  suppose  that  this  article 
would  have  passed  harmless.  No  ; no  ; — they  who 
robbed  the  church  at  Hampton , demanded  and  receiv- 
ed for  its  ransom  #2,d00.  1 -sk  emphatically,  and 

let  every  one  answer  the  question — Is  there  an  officer 
in  the  American  navy  that  would  do  this  thing  ? The 
commander  of  a row-boat  privateer  would  despise  it. 

Maritime  powers. — The  navy  of  Great  Britain 
consists  of  about  1050  vessels,  large  and  small,  6 0 
of  which  are  in  commission — that  of  Russia  is  53 
sad  of  the  line,  34  frigates,  59  cutters  and  brigs,  in 
all  carrying  4,428  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Swedish , 
of  12  sail  of  the  line,  8 frigates  besides  cutters  and 
gun-boats,  8tc.  building  two  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates.  The  Portuguese  have  8 sail  of  the  line,  3 
frigates  and  4 sloops  at  the  Brazils,  and  some  unser- 
viceable vessels  left  at  Lisbon.  The  Danes  have 


the  line,  61  fr  igates,  ready  for  sea,  and  32  sail  of 
the  line,  and  26  frigates  fitting  out  or  building.  The 
American  navy  is  only  8 or  9 frigates  and  10  or  15 
smaller  vessels  (the  lake  flotillas  excepted)  which 
make  more  no.se,  and  excite  more  apprehension  to 
the  British , that  all  the  oilier  navies  of  the  world. — 
Tliis  is  fact.  The  capture  of  Rodgers  by  an  equal 
force,  would,  in  the  estinia  lon.ot  mankind,  surpass 
in  glory  the  conquest  at  ihe  Nile  or  Trafalgar ; and, 
when  Rodgers  s taken  alive,  by  an  equal  force , tlie 
enemy  may  rejoice. 

Emu  ration. — A Worthington,  (O.)  paper  of  the 
24th  ult.  says,  “many  families  have  lately  arrived 
here  from  Lower  Canada,  and  we  are  informed  that  a 
great  .lumber  are  on  their  way  thence  to  this  state.” 
A mighty  population  is  pouring  into  Ohio,  since  the 
capture  and  dispersion  of  the  allied  savages. 

pious,  and  reverential. — From  the  Boston  Ga- 
zette— Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Alba- 
ny, Nov.  24, — “Every  hour  is  fraught  with  doleful 
tidings  from  the  north  : humanity  groans  from  tiie 
frontiers — Hampton's  army  is  reduced  to  about  2UU0 
— Wilkinson’s  cut  up  and  famishing — crimination) 
and  recrimination  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Democracy 
h is  rolled  herself  up  in  weeds,  and  lain  down  for  her 
last  wallowing  in  the  slough  of  disgrace.  Armstrong, 
the  cold-blooded  director  of  all  this  military  anar- 
chy, is  still  here,  but  chop  fallen. 

“No  profane  allusion  ; but 

Now  ‘lift,  ye  saints,  your  beads  on  high, 

And  shout— for  your  rodeniption’s  nigh.” 

“A  peace  party  man.” — A writer  in  the  Democra- 
tic Press  declares  that  Perry  is  the  greatest  “ peace - 
party-man ” in  America — for  that  he  gave  peaee  to  all 
.that  part  of  Upper  Canada  that  lies  above  the  lower 
end  of  lake  Erie,  and  to  the  whole  of  our  frontiers 
from  Bv.ffaloe  to  St.  Louis : saying,  that  when  he  had 
made  peace  on  the  water , lie  volunteered  his  aid  to 
make  peace  on  the  land.  He  therefore  devoutly  ex- 
claims, “ blessed  be  Perry  the  peace  maker”  To 
which  we  heartily  say,  Amen. 

A NEty  fork  market.— New-York  city  has,  hereto- 
fore, obtained  a large  portion  of  its  supply  of  pork 
from  Connecticut;  but  the  Columbian  tells  us  that  one 
person  in  New- York  put  up  $15,000  worth  of  that 
article  for  an  eastern  market  the  present  season. 

British  sympathies.— As  every  thing  that  is  Bri- 
tish is  to  be  extolled  by  the  English  “writers”  in 
America,  the  following,  notice  has  run  its  round  in 
pur  papers. 

‘.'Norton,  the  Indian  chief,  frequently  spoken  of 


luring  the  present  war,  in  Upper  Canada,  is  a man 
of  education,  has  travelled  in  Europe,  and  been  re- 
ceived with  distinguished  attention  for  his  talents 
and  amenity.  While  in  England  in  1804,  lie  trans- 
lated the  gospel  of  St.  John  into  the  Mohawk  lan- 
guage, which  was  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  Bible 
Society.  His  indian  name  is  Tevoninhobarawen.” 

Now  this  Norton  must  be  a very  devout,  “reli- 
gious” and  magnanimous  man.  lie  fights  for  Eng- 
land, and  that  shows  his  devotion  to  “liberty.”  But 
why  did  not  the  knaves  tell  us  that  this  pious  “trans- 
lator of  the  gospel  of  St.  John,”  crossed  the  Niagara 
river  in  the  dead  of  the  night  for  the  purpose  of 
shooting  an  American  sentinel  in  cold  blood  l Holy 
Aorton  ! — ally  of  enolaxd  ! — midnight  murderer  1 
Commodore  Bainiirido'e  was  introduced  to  the 
common  council  of  New- York,  last  week,  and  pre- 
sented with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  lie  also  partook 
of  a public  dinner  in  that  city. 

J Harrison  and  Perky. — In  the  signal  victories 
gained  over  Barclay's  fleet  and  Proctor's  army,  (says 
the  Boston  Chronicle J it  is  impossible  to  separate 
the  brave  and  victorious  commanders.  Perry  and 
Harrison.  The  circumstances  are  indeed  very  strik- 
ing. Harrison  sent  re-in forcements  to  assist  Perry , 
and  the  action  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  whole 
British  feet.  In  return,  com.  Perry,  volunteered 
with  Harrison , and  assisted  him  in  the  capture  of  the 
Britisharmy. 

In  the  following  letter  Perry  does  justice  to  the 
zeal  of  Harrison  and  his  gallant  soldiers— 

U.  S.  schr.  Arial,  Sept.  15,  1813. 

Sir — The  very  great  assistance,  in  the  action  of 
the  10th  inst.  derived  from  those  men  you  were 
pleased  to  send  on  board  the  squadron,  render  it  a 
duty  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  so  timely  a 
reinforcement.  In  fact,  sir,  I may  say,  without  those 
men  the  victory  could  not  have  been  achieved  ; and 
equally  to  assure  you,  that  those  officers  and  men 
behaved  as  became  good  soldiers  and  seamen.  Those 
who  were  under  my  immediate  observation,  evinced 
great  ardor  and  bravery.  Captain  Brevort,  of  the 
second  regiment  of  infantry,  serving  on  board  the 
Niagara,  1 beg  leave  to  recommend  particularly  to 
your  notice  : he  is  a brave  and  gallant  officer,  and 
as  far  as  I am  capable  of  judging  an  excellent  one. 

I am  convinced  you  will  present  the  merit  of  this 
officer  to  the  view  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  war 
as  I shall  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 
(Signed)  OLIVER  H.  PERRY. 

J\Taj.  gen.  IV.  H.  Harrison,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  N.  W.  army. 

Commodore  Perry,  also,  while  at  Albany , spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  eulogium  on  the  Kentucky 
volunteers , and  in  strains  of  admiration  of  the  veteran 
Shelby.  He  represented  them  as  “ brave  even  to 
imprudence”  as  “liberal,  generous  and  humane,  ah 
most  to  a fault.” 

General  Harrison  partook  of  an  entertainment 
at  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday  the  9th  inst.  IIis  suit 
was  also  invited.  The  regular  toasts  being  drank, 
the  general  rose,  and  “with  much  impressiveness  of 
manner”  said — 

“ Gentlemen — Permit  me  to  offer  you  a volunteer 
toast  and  very  briefly  to  state  the  motive  which 
prompts  me  to  take  one  of  the  regular  toasts  of  the 
day  as  a mean  of  communicating  my  opinion.  Be* 
lieving,  as  1 do,  that  a sentiment  is  gaining  ground 
unfriendly  to  republicanism  and  injurious  to  the  na- 
tion, and  knowing  from  my  own  experience,  that  the 
sentiment  is  not  well  founded,  I will  give  you 

“ The  militia  of  the  United  States — tjjey  possess 
the  Roman  spirit,  and  when  our  government  shah 
think  prope?  to  give  them  that  organization  an 


p-,- 


264  THB  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  IS,  1813. 


discipline  of  which  they  are  susceptible,  they  will 
perform  deeds  that  will  emulate  those  of  the  legions 
led  by  Marcelius,  and  Scipio.” 

On  his  way  to  the  seat  of  government  and  route 
home,  general  Harrison  stopped  at  Baltimore  on 
Monday  last,  and  was  waited  upon  and  congratulated 
by  many  of  our  citizens.  It  would  seem  as  if  he 
a.nd  commodore  Perry  had  agreed  to  praise  each 
other ; for  while  the  former  speaks  of  the  commo- 
dore, his  officers  and  men  with  rapture,  the  latter  is 
no  less  eloquent  in  praise  of  the  general  and  the 
brave  men  under  him.  This  is  delightful.  General 
Harrison,  also  speaks  of  Chauncey  as  a patriot,  gen- 
tleman and  seaman,  with  great  warmth. 

“ Our  friends  in  the  north.”  A Halifax  paper,  of 
October  8,  has  the  following  paragraph,  speaking  of 
the  “gloom”  occasioned  by  the  capture  of  Barclay’s 

fleet,  and  Proctor’s  army 

“ Had  We  not  the  means  of  being  as  well  prepar- 
ed as  the  Americans  ? Certainly  we  had  every  superi- 
ority in  that  respect,  and  in  every  other — but  we  ivisely 
forbore  to  make  often  si  ve  war  in  Canada,  lest  our 

FRIENDS  OFjTHE  NORTHERN  STATES  SHOULD  BE  OFF  END- 
ED, arid  therefore  made  actual  invasion  in  the  south- 
ern with  a force  inadequate  to  cause  a division.” 

“ Straws  shew  -which  way  the  wind  blows.”  The 
English  printers  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, always 
speak  of  British  vessels  of  war,  as  “his  majesty’s 
that  is,  as  belonging  to  their  king for  they  give  no 
national  designation.  We  might  collect  fifty  cases 

a week  of  this  kind  of “ French  influence.” 

The  British  prisoners  taken  by  com.  Chauncey 
[210]  on  lake  Ontario,  have  arrived  at  Pittsfield, 
(Mass.)  where  they  will  remain  for  the  present. 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  have  passed  a bill  for 
the  immediate  payment  of  that  state’s  quota  of  the 
direct  tax,  from  the  funds  of  the  state. 

A J\'ew  York  paper  of  the  13th  notices,  in  its  ship 
news,  the  arrival  of  nineteen  coasters  at  that  port, 
the  blockade  notwithstanding. 

Notwithstanding  the  blockade  of  our  coast,  many- 
valuable  vessels  get  out  and  many  arrive.  Among 
the  latter,  during  the  last  week,  we  notice  three  or 
four  very  rich  ships  from  the  South  Sea,  laden  with 
oil.  See. 

A writer  in  the  Albany  Argus,  with  great  ability, 
urges  the  appointment  of  a lieutenant  general  for 
the  command  of  the  armies  on  the  northern  frontier. 
If  the  measure  should  be  adopted,  it  appears  as  if 
the  people  would  expect  John  Armstrong  or  James 
Monroe,  to  fill  that  high  office. 

Governor  Chittenden. — The  following  extracts 
from  a law  of  the  United  States,  passed  28th  Fe- 
bruary, 1795,  approved  by  president  Washington, 
has  been  published  as  applicable  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  governor  of  Vermont , and  his  agent. 

“Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or  indiari  tribe,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  state 
or  states  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or 
scene  of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel 
such  invasion  and  to  issue  his  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  such  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  as  he 
shall  think  proper. 

“Sec.  2.  It  is  enacted.  That  whenever  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  opposed  or  the  execution 
thereof  obstructed  in  any  state  by  combinations  too 
powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  erby  the  powers  vested  in  the 
marshals,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  state  or 
states  as  may^be  necessary  to  suppress  such  combi- 
n: ition,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed ; 


and  the  use  of  the  militia  so  to  be  called  forth,  may 
be  continued,  if  necessary,  until  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  then  next 
session  of  congress. 

Sec.  5th  Provides,  That  every  officer  who  shall 
fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  of  the  laws  before  cited,  shall  foafeit 
a sum  not  exceeding  one  year’s  pay, ; and  such  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  shall  be  liable 
to  be  imprisoned. 

“Sec.  9,  Gives  the  same  power  to  marshals  and 
their  deputies,  in  executing  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  sheriffs  and  their  deputies  in  the  several 
states.” 

The  articles  of  war  provide — “That  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  do  solemnly  swear,  that 
they  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully 
against  all  their  enemies  or  opposers  whatsoever ; 
and  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  him,  according  to  the  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.” 

The  2nd  article  inflicts  “The  punishment  of  death 
on  any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  advise  any  other 
officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the  United 
States.” 

Providence,  Dec.  4. — At  the  circuit  court  now 
sitting  in  this  town,  the  decree  of  the  district  court, 
restoring  the  American  brig  Mary,  laden  with  British 
goods  and  sailing  under  a British  license,  has  been 
reversed,  and  the  property  condemned  to  the  cap- 
tors — she  was  brought  in  by  the  Paul  Jones  privateer 
of  New-York. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  SOUND. 

By  the  right  honorable  sir  John  Borlase  Warren, 
barl.  K.  B.  admiral  of  the  blue,  mid  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  employed 
and  to  be  employed  on  the  American  and  West - 
Indian  station,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

a hroclamation. — Whereas,  his  royal  highness 
the  prince  regent  hath  caused  his  pleasure  to  be 
signified  to  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty,  to  direct,  that  I should 
institute  a strict  and  rigorous  blockade  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, the  Delaware,  and  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
New-York,  Charleston,  Port  Royal,  Savannah,  and 
tbe  river  Mississippi,  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  to  maintain,  and  enforce  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  war  in  similar  cases,  and  the 
ministers  of  neutral  powers  have  been  duly  notified, 
agreeably  to  the  orders  of  his  royal  highness,  that 
all  the  measures  authorised  by  the  law  of  nations, 
would  be  adopted  and  exercised  with  respect  to  all 
vessels  which  may  attempt  to  violate  the  said 
blockade. 

And  whereas  in  obedience  to  his  royal  highness’s 
commands,  I did  without  delay,  station  a naval 
force  off  each  of  the  before  mentioned  bays,  rivers, 
ports  and  harbors,  sufficient  to  carry  his  royal  high- 
ness’s order  for  the  blockade  thereof  into  strict  and 
rigorous  effect ; but  finding  that  the  enemy  by  with- 
drawing his  naval  force  from  the  port  of  New-York 
and  establishing  at  the  port  of  New-L.ondon,  a naval 
station  to  cover  the  trade  to,  and  from  the  port  of 
New-York,  thereby  endeavoring  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
in  his  power,  the  execution  of  bis  royal  highness’s 
said  orders  ; and  also  finding,  that  the  enemy  has 
through  the  medium  of  inland  carriage,  established 
a commercial  intercourse  between  the  said  blocka- 
ded ports  and  the  rivers,  harbors,  creeks,  bays  and 
outlets  contiguous  thereto,  whereby  the  full  effect 
of  the  said  blockade  has  been  to  a certain  degree 
prevented  : in  order  to  put  a stop  to  the  same, 
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I do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me 
given,  and  in  obedience  to  the  orders  I have  re- 
ceived from  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty,  declare,  that  not  only  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  Chesapeake , Delaware, 
New- York,  Charlestown,  Port  Royal , Savannah , and 
the  river  Mississippi  herein  before-mentioned,  are 
continued  in  a state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blockade ; 
but  that  I have  also  ordered  all  that  part  of  Long 
Island  Sound,  so  called,  being  the  sea-coast  lying 
within  Montuck  Point,  or  the  Eastern  Point  of 
Long  Island  and  the  point  of  land  opposite  thereto, , 
commonly  called  Black  Point,  situate  on  the  sea- 
coast  of  the  main  land  or  continent,  together  with 
all  the  ports,  harbors,  creeks  and  entrances  of  the 
East  and  North  Rivers  of  New- York,  as  well  as  all 
other  ports,  creeks  and  bays  along  the  sea-coast  of 
Long-Island,  and  the  state  of  New-York , and  all  the 
ports,  harbors,  rivers  and  creeks,  lying  and  being  on 
the  sea-coasts  of  the  states  of  East  and  West  Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , the  lower  countries  on  the  Delaware , 
Maryland , Virginia , North  and  South- Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  all  the  entrances  from  the  sea  into  the 
said  river  of  Mississippi,  to  be  strictly  and  rigorously 
blockaded  ; and  I do  hereby  in  virtue  of  the  power 
and  authority  in  me  vested,  declare  the  whole  of  the 
said  harbors,  bays,  rivers,  creeks  and  the  sea-coasts 
®f  the  said  several  states  to  be  in  a state  of  strict 
and  rigorous  blockade.  And  I do  further  declare, 
that  1 have  stationed  on  the  sea-coasts,  bays,  rivers 
and  harbors  of  the  several  states,  a naval  force,  ade- 
quate and  sufficient,  to  enforce  and  maintain  the 
blockade  thereof,  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous 
manner. 

And  I do  hereby  require  the  respective  flag  offi- 
ces, captains,  commanders,  and  commanding  officers 
of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels,  employed  and  to 
be  employed  on  the  American  andWest  India  station, 
and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  pay  the 
strictest  attention  to  the  execution  of  the  said  or- 
ders of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  and  also 
the  execution  of  this  order.  And  I do  caution  and 
forbid  the  ships  of  all  and  every  nation  in  peace  and 
amity  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  from  enter- 
ing, or  attempting  to  enter,  or  from  coming  out,  or 
attempting  to  come  out,  of  any  of  the  ports,  harbors, 
bays,  creeks  or  rivers  before  mentioned,  under  any 
pretence  whatsoever ; and  that  none  shall  hereafter 
plead  ignorance  of  the  measures  which  his  majesty 
has  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
force  the  enemy  to  put  an  end  to  a war  on  their  part 
so  unjustly  declared  his  majesty,  and  his  subjects,  I 
have  caused  this  proclamation  to  be  published. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Halifax  the  16th  day 
of  November,  1813. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  blue , and  commander 

in  chief,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

To  the  respective  Hag-  officers,  captains,  command- 
ers, and  commanding  officers  of  his  majesty’s 
ships  and  vessels,  employed  and  to  be  employed 
on  the  American  and  West  India  station,  and  all 
whom  it  may  concern. 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 

GEO.  REDMOND  H ELBERT,  Scc’ry. 
il.  M.  ship  Valiant , off  New-London, 

\ December  2,  1813. 

Sir — Having  received  orders  from  sir  John  Boris se 
Warren,  commander  in  chief  of  Ids  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s naval  forces  in  North  America,  to  declare  Long 
Island  Sound  in  a state  of  rigorous  Blockade,  and  to 
enforce  the  same  : I beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  this 
measure,  and  that  after  the  6th  of  December,  no  j 
vessels  whatever  wiii  be  permitted  to  sail  from  any  j 
port  in  Lo/ig  Island  Sound.  I beg  you  will  be  pleased ! 
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to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  other  neu- 
tral consuls,  in  your  district. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  ROBERT  DUDLEY  OLIVER, 

Capt.  and  senior  officer  in  Long  Island  Sound. 
To  Don  Thomas  Stoughton , 

Spanish  consul  at  New- York. 

MILITARY. 

Third  victory  over  the  allies  in  the  south. — General 
White,  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  was  detached 
on  the  12th  ult.  with  1200  mounted  men,  (including 
upwards  of  300  Cherokees J to  the  [Creek]  Hillabee 
towns.  On  the  17th,  at  one  o’clock  at  night,  being 
within  8 miles  of  the  upper  town,  he  received  in- 
formation from  a half-breed,  that  his  family  and  pro- 
perty would  be  sacrificed  the  next  morning,  if  gen. 
W.  did  not  relieve  them  ; on  which  he  pushed  for- 
ward with  300  troops  and  a part  of  the  Indians,  and 
at  sun-rise  on  the  18th  completely  surrounded  and 
surprized  the  enemy.  They  fired  several  guns,  but. 
the  bayonet,  in  10  or  15  minutes,  settled  the  busi- 
ness. They  held  up  a fag  and  were  spared : 65  had 
been  killed,  and  251  were  taken  prisoners.  We  had 
not  one  man  even  wounded.  The  Cherokees  behaved 
in  the  best  possible  manner. 

Of  tills  affair, we  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  record 
the  official  details.  The  wretched  and  deluded 
Creeks  by  this  time  must  see  f as  all  people  will  see) 
the  worse  than  madness  that  tempted  them  into  al- 
liance with  the  pest  of  the  world — blood-stained  Eng- 
land. But  we  trust  the  gallant  spirits  of  the  south 
and  west  will  not  believe  their  work  done,  until  they 
teach  fea;  and  trembling  to  the  base  Spaniards  who 
made  themselves  the  “go-between”  of  the  barbarian 
British,  to  place  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  in 
the  hands  of  this  people,  for  whom,  in  the  true 
spirit  of  justice  and  humanity,  we  had  done  so  much. 
The  massacre  at  Fort  Mims  demands  this.  How 
cruel  was  it  in  the  British  to  excite  lids  war ; which 
they  must  have  seen  would  begin  in  murder  and  end 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Indians?  If  this  thing  be 
weighed  in  the  mind,  connected  with  the  fact,  that 
the  Creeks  had  not  even  the  semblance  of  a com- 
plaint to  prefer  against  us, — we  shall  discover  the 
bloody  turpitude,  and  savage  disposition  of  the  foe, 
in  its  true  colors.  A disposition  that  would  ally  it- 
self to  any  thing,  in  any  way,  for  a temporary  pur- 
pose, careless  of  the  issue. 

Our  genlrals. — Wilkinson  is  at  Madrid,  N.  Y.  in 
a good  way  to  regain  his  health.  Hampton  was  very 
ill  at  Philadelphia.  Izard  has  been  confined  to  his 
room  at  Plattsburg. 

The  Plattsburg  paper  of  the  4th  inst.  unequivo- 
cally states,  that  major  Pinkney,  aid  to  gen.  Wilkin- 
son, had  arrived  at  that  pLice  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
resting gen.  Hampton  ; the  general,  however,  had 
proceeded  to  the  southward,  and  maj.  P.  went  on 
to  execute  his  orders. 

Six  British  gallies  came  to  Cumberland  Head, 
(lake  Champlain)  on  the  4th  inst  — and  burnt  the 
large  “board  store  on  hovel,”  built  by  gen.  Hampton 
and  his  then  acting  commissaries.  It  was  entirely 
empty.  The  enemy  returned  without  committing 
any  other  damage. 

A British  general  order,  dated  at  La  Chine,  Nov. 
17,  disbands  the  sedentary  militia. 

Lieut  Smith. — It  is  with  much  pleasure  we  learn 
that  this  gallant  young  officer,  so  excellently  spoken 
of  in  maj.  gen.  Wilkinson's  despatch,  for  his  beha- 
viour at  Williamsburg , was  not  killed,  as  stated  by 
the  general.  He  v as  alive  nine  days  after  the  bat- 
| tie,  dangeously  wounded  ; but  with  a possibility  of 
I recovering.  He  was  seen  to  fall,  and  supposed  dead; 
but  lie  had  been  immediately  removed  to  a farm 
'house,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
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The  Buffalo  paper  of  the  30th  nit.  says,  an  expe- 
tlon  has  gone  from  Fort  George  against  the  enem) 
at  Burlington  Heights — that  3419  [late]  hostile  In- 
dians had  tendered  their  services  at  Detroit — that  a 
ball  was  given  in  that  village  to  capt.  Elliott , in  honor 
of  his  behavior  in  the  battle  on  Erie. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brigadier-general  J.  P.  Boyd , 
who  commanded  in  the  battle  of  Williams  burgh,  to 
major-general  James  Wilkinson , commander  in  chief 
Camp,  near  Cornwall,  November  1 u 
Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yes- 
terday while  the  rear  division  of  the  army,  consist- 
ing of  detachments  from  the  1st,  3d  and  4th  bri- 
gades, and  placed  under  my  command  to  protect 
the  flotilla  from  the  enemy  that  hung  on  our  rear, 
was  under  arms  in  order  to  move,  agreeably  to  your 
orders,  down  the  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  a report 
was  brought  to  me  from  the  rear  guard,  that  a body 
of  about  two  hundred  British  and  indians  had  ad- 
vanced  into  the  woods  that  skirted  our  real’.  General 
fSwartwout  with  the  4th  brigade  was  immediately 
ordered  to  dislodge  them  ; general  Covington,  with 
the  3d  brigade,  being  directed  to  be  within  support- 
ing distance.  General  Swartwout  dashed  into  the 
woods,  and  with  the  21st  infantry,  (a  part  of  his 
brigade)  after  a short  skirmish,  drove  them  back  tP 
the  position  of  their  main  body.  Here  he  was  joined 
by  general  Covington.  The  enemy  had  judiciously 
chosen  his  ground  among  the  deep  ravines  which 
every  where  intersected  the  extensive  plain,  and 
discharged  a heavy  and  galling  fire  upon  our  ad- 
vancing columns.  No  opposition,  or  obstacle,  how- 
ever, checked  their  ardor.  The  enemy  retired  more 
than  a mile  before  their  resolute  and  repeated 
charges.  During  this  time  the  detachment  of  the  1st 
brigade,  under  colonel  Coles,  whose  greater  distance 
from  the  scene  of  action  retarded  its  arrival,  rapidly 
entered  the  field. 

Being  directed  to  attack  the  enemy’s  left  flank, 
this  movement  was  promptly  and  bravely  executed 
amid  a shower  of  musquetry  and  shrapnel  shells. 
The  fight  now  became  more  stationary,  until  the 
brigade  first  engaged,  having  expended  all  their 
ammunition,  were  directed  to  retire  to  a more  de- 
fensible position,  to  wait  for  a re-supply.  This 
inovement  so  disconnected  the  line,  as  to  render  it 
expedient  for  the  1st  brigade  likewise  to  retire.  It 
should  be  remarked,  that  the  artillery,  excepting 
two  pieces  under  captain  Irvine,  attached  to  the 
year  division,  (which,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  circuitous  route  they  had  to  take,  were  like- 
wise much  retarded  in  their  arrival)  did  not  reach 
the  ground  until  the  line,  for  the  want  of  ammuni- 
tion, had  already  begun  to  fall  back.  "When  they 
were  arranged,  in  doing  which  I was  assisted  by  the 
skill  of  colonel  Swift,  of  the  engineers,  their  fire 
was  sure  and  destructive.  When  the  artillery  was 
finally  directed  to  retire,  having  to  cross  a deep, 
and,  excepting  in  one  place,  (to  artillery)  impassa- 
ble ravine,  one  piece  was  unfortunately  lost.  The 
fall  of  its  gallant  commander,  lieutenant  Smith, 
and  most  of  his  men,  may  account  for  this  accident. 
In  the  death  of  this  young  man,  the  army  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  promising  officers.  The  squadron  of 
the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  under  major  Wood- 
ford, was  early  on  the  field,  and  much  exposed  to 
the  enemy’s  fire  ; but  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
the  disposition  of  his  line,  did  not  admit  of  those 
successful  charges,  which  their  discipline  and  ardor, 
under  more  favorable  circumstances,  are  calculated 
to  make.  The  reserve,  under  colonel  Upham  and 
major  Malcolm,  did  not  arrive  from  the  boats  in 
time  to  participate  in  but  a small  part  of  the  action; 
but  the  activity  and  zeal  they  displayed  while  en- 


gaged, evinced  the  benefit  that  might  have  be5n 
derived  from  their  earlier  assistance. 

The  whole  line  was  now  re-formed  on  the  bor- 
ders of  those  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  first 
been  driven  ; when  night  coming  on  and  the  storm 
returning,  and  conceiving  that  'the  object  you  had 
in  view,  which  was  to  beat  back  the  enemy  that 
would  retard  our  junction  with  the  main  body  below* 
to  have  been  accomplished,  the  troops  were  di- 
rected to  return  to  the  ground  near  the  flotilla; 
which  movement  was  executed  in  good  order,  and 
without  any  molestation  from  the  enemy. 

I cannot  close  my  representation  of  this  battle, 
without  indulging  in  a few  remarks  upon  the  merits 
of  those  officers,  whose  conduct  will  give  a cha- 
racter to  the  conflict  of  this  day.  General  Coving- 
ton, whose  readiness  to  enter  the  field  was  an  earnest 
of  his  subsequent  activity,  received  a mortal  wound, 
while  leading  his  men  on  to  a successful  charge. 
His  troops,  still  feeling  the  effect  of  his  gallant  ex- 
ample, continued  to  advance  long  after  their  brave 
commander  had  fallen.  His  fate  will  perpetuate 
plain  which  has  been  crimsoned  by  his  blood.  Col. 
Preston  was  severely  wounded  while  nobly  fighting 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  The  universal  sympathy 
which  is  excited  by  the  honorable  misfortune  of 
this  amiable  officer,  attests  the  high  estimation 
which  is  entertained  of  his  talents  as  a soldier,  and 
his  virtues  as  a man.  Major  Cummings,  with  whose 
military  merits  and  exertions  I have  long  been  ac- 
quainted, met  with  a similar  fate  while  leading  to  a 
charge,  and,  undiscouraged  by  the  wound,  continued 
to  advance,  until  loss  of  blood  obliged  him  to  retire. 
Many  platoon  officers  received  disabling  or  slight 
wounds  in  the  honorable  discharge  of  their  duty,  a 
report  of  whose  names  and  merits  I have  directed 
the  several  chiefs  of  brigades  to  make  to  me,  in  or- 
der that  I may  transmit  it  to  you.  It  is  with  great 
satisfaction  I acknowledge  my  warmest  approbation 
of  t!ie  gallantry  and  zeal  which  was  constantly  dis- 
played throughout  this  eventful  day,  by  brigadier- 
general  Swartwout  and  colonel  Coles,  who  com- 
manded the  detachment  of  the  first  brigade. 

After  the  fall  of  general  Covington,  colonel  Pierce, 
on  whom  the  command  of  the  3d  brigade  devolved, 
conducted  with  his  characteristic  coolness  and  valor. 
In  speaking  of  the  other  numerous  field  officers  who 
participated  in  this  battle,  colonels  Gaines  and  Rip- 
ley, lieutenant-colonel  Aspimvall,  and  majors  Mor- 
gan, Grafton  and  Gardner,  their  equal  claim  to  ap- 
plause forbids  the  invidious  task  of  discrimination. 
I find  a pleasure,  likewise,  in  acknowledging  the 
eminent  service  derived  from  the  experience  and 
activity  of  adjutant-general  colonel  Walback  ; from 
the  assistance  of  inspector-general  colonel  Johnson % 
and  assistant  adjutant-generals  majors  Bebee  and 
and  Chambers  : the  latter  was  wounded  in  the  ho- 
norable discharge  of  his  duty.  In  addition  to  these 
acknowledgments,  a sense  of  justice,  as  well  as 
personal  friendship,  induces  me  to  express  my  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Henry 
Whiting,  my  aid-de-camp,  who  was  in  this  instance, 
as  lie  has  been  during  the  whole  campaign,  my  zea- 
lous and  brave  assistant ; lieutenant  Worth,  aid-de- 
camp  to  major  general  Lew  is,  led  by  a laudable  am- 
bition, left  the  flotilla,  and  volunteered  his  accepta- 
ble services  to  me  on  the  field. 

Permit  me  now  to  add,  sir,  that  though  the  result 
of  this  action  was  not  so  brilliant  and  decisive  as  I 
could  have  wished,  and  the  first  stages  of  it  seemed 
to  promise,  yet  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  troops 
had  been  long  exposed  to  privations  and  fatigues,  to 
inclement  storms  from  which  they  often  could  have 
no  shelter;  that  the  enemy  were  superior  to  us  in. 
numbers,  and  grealy  superior  to  us  ip  position,  and 
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supported  by  7 or  8 heavy  gun-boats  ; that  the  action 
being  unexpected,  was  necessarily  commenced  with- 
out much  concert ; that  we  were,  by  unavoidable 
circumstances,  long  deprived  of  our  artillery  ; and 
that  the  action  was  obstinately  and  warmly  contested 
for  more  than  three  hours,  during  which  there  were 
but  a few  short  cessations  of  musketry  and  cannon  ; 
when  all  these  circumstances  are  recollected,  per- 
haps this  day  may  be  thought  to  have  added  some 
reputation  to  the  American  arms.  And  if,  on  this 
occasion,  you  shall  believe  me  to  have  done  my  duty 
and  accomplished  any  one  of  your  purposes,  I shuli 
be  satisfied. 

Allow  me  to  adjoin  my  regret,  which  is  felt  in 
common  with  the  army,  that  the  severity  of  your  in- 
disposition deprived  us  of  your  presence  on  this  oc- 
casion. The  adjutant-general  has  been  directed  to 
furnish  a report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  casual- 
ties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  considera- 
tion and  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
-(Signed)  JNO.  P.  BOYD, 

Brig.  gen.  commanding. 

SECOVD  VICTORY  OVER  THE  CJRKEKS. 

Nashville,  Nov.  2 3— Official  papers — Communicated 
on  Thursday  last. 

Senators  anti  Representatives  of  Tennessee. 

I have  the  the  honor  to  transmit  an  extract  of  a 
letter  received  yesterday  from  general  Jackson  now 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  acting  against 
the  Creek  Indians  ; containing  all  the  details  of  the 
late  engagement  between  the  detachment  from  West 
Tennessee  and  the  Creeks  ; and  informing  of  the  fa- 
vorable result  of  that  important  achievement — they 
deserve  well  of  their  country  for  their  gallant  con- 
duct. 

(extract.) 

Camp  Strother,  near  Ten  Islands  of  Coosa,  JVov.  11. 

Silt — I am  just  returned  from  an  excursion  which 
I took  a few  days  ago,  and  hasten  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  result. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  rnst.  a runner  ar- 
rived from  the  friendly  party  in  Lashley’s  fort,  (Tal- 
ledega)  distant  about  thirty  miles  below  us,  with 
the  information  that  the  hostile  Creeks  in  great  force 
had  encamped  near  the  place,  and  were  preparing 
to  destroy  it ; and  earnestly  entreated  that  I would 
lose  no  time  in  affording  relief.  Urged  by  their  si- 
tuation as  well  as  by  a wish  to  meet  the  enemy  so 
soon  as  an  opportunity  would  offer,  I determined 
upon  commencing  my  march  thither  with  all  my  dis- 
posable force,  in  the  course  of  the  night ; and  im- 
mediately dispatched  an  express  to  general  White, 
advising  him  of  my  intended  movement,  and  urging 
him  to  hasten  to  this  encampment  by  a forced  march, 
in  order  to  protect  it  in  my  absence.  I had  repeat- 
edly written  to  the  general  to  form  a junction  with 
me  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  a few  days  before 
had  received  his  assurance,  that  on  the  7th  lie  would 
join  me.  I commenced  crossing  the  river  at  the  Ten 
Islands,  leaving  behind  me  my  baggage  waggons 
and  whatever  might  retard  my  progress ; and  we 
encamped  that  night  within  six  miles  of  the  fort  1 
had  set  out  to  relieve.  At  midnight  I received  by 
an  Indian  runner,  a letter  from  general  White,  in- 
forming n^e  that  he  had  received  my  order,  but  that 
he  had  altered  his  course ; and  was  on  his  march 
backwards  to  join  major-general  Cocke,  near  the 
mouth  of  Chatuga.  I will  not  now  remark  upon  the 
strangeness  of  this  manoeuvre ; but  it  was  now  too 
late  to  change  my  plan,  or  make  any  new  arrange- 
ment ; and  between  three  or  four  o’clock  I recom- 
menced my  march  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were 
encamped  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  fort.  At 
sunrise  we  came  within  half*  a mile  of  them,  and 
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having  formed  my  men,  I moved  on  in  battle  order- 
The  infantry  were  in  three  lines — the  militia  on  the 
leftaiul  the  volunteers  on  the  right.  The  fipvalrr 
formed  the  extreme  wings  ; and  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance in  a curve,  keeping  their  rear  connected  with 
the  advance  of  their  infantry  lines,  and  enclose  the. 
enemy  in  a circle.  The  advanced  guard  whom  I sent 
forward  to  bring  on  the  engagement,  met  the  attack 
of  the  enemy  with  great  intrepidity  ; and  having 
poured  upon  them  four  or  five  very  gallant  rounds, 
fell  b ack  as  they  had  been  previously  ordered,  to 
the  main  army.  The  enemy  pursued,  and  the  front 
line  was  now  ordered  to  advance  and  meet  him  ; but 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  a few  companies  of 
militia,  who  composed  a part  of  it,  commenced  a 
retreat.  At  this  moment  a corps  of  cavalry  com- 
manded by  lieut.  col.  Dyer,  which  I h&d  kept  as  a re- 
serve, was  ordered  to  dismount  and  fill  up  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  retreat. — This  order  was  exe- 
cuted with  a great  deal  of  promptitude  and  effect. 

The  militia,  seeing  this,  speedily  rallied ; and 
the  fire  became  general  along  the  first  line,  and  on 
that  part  of  the  wings  which  were  contiguous.  The 
enemy,  unable  to  stand  it,  began  to  retreat ; but  were 
met  at  every  turn,  and  pursued  in  every  direction. 
The  right  wing  chased  them  with  a most  destructive 
fire  to  the  mountains,  a distance  of  about  three 
miles  ; and  had  1 not  been  compelled  by  the  faux 
pas  of  the  militia  in  the  onset  of  the  battle,  to  dis- 
mount my  reserve,  I believe  not  a man  of  them 
would  have  escaped.  The  victory  however  was  very 
decisive — two  hundred  and  ninety  of  the  enemy  were 
left  dead  ; and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  many  more 
were  killed  who  were  not  found.  Wherever  they 
ran,  they  left  behind  traces  of  blood  ; and  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  very  few  will  return  to  their  villages  in. 
as  sound  a condition  as  they  left  them.  I was  com- 
pelled to  return  to  this  place  to  protect  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  get  my  baggage.  In  the  engagement, 
we  lost  15  killed  and  lo  wounded,  two  of  whom 
have  since  died.  All  the  officers  acted  with  the  ut- 
most bravery,  and  so  did  all  the  privates,  except 
that  part  of  the  militia  who  retreated,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  battle  ; and  they  hastened  tot 
atone  for  their  error.  Taking  the  whole  together, 
they  have  realized  the  high  expectations  I had  form- 
ed of  them,  and  have  fairly  entitled  themselves  te 
the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

In  haste,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

(Signed,)  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

His  excellency,  William  Blount,  Nashville. 

The  foregoing  is  an  extract  from  the  general’s  let- 
ter to  me — other  parts  of  it  give  no  other  details  of 
the  engagement,  or  the  order  of  battle — the  general 
had  not  received  information  that  the  president  had 
accepted  into  the  public  service  the  3,500  men,  au- 
thorised by  the  act  of  the  27th  September,  to  be 
raised ; or  the  foregoing  would  no  doubt  have  been 
addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war  ; a copy  of  his  let- 
ter will  be  transmitsed  to  that  department ; and  the 
foregoing  is  transmitted  to  the  general  assembly  for 
their  information  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops  ; 
their  act  in  part  authorized  the  raising  of  the  said 
troops;  and  from  a desire  that  the  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see may  know  it.  As  the  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  re- 
gular troops  ordered  on  the  campaign  against  the 
Creeks,  are  by  the  government,  expected  to  act  in 
concert,  it  is  not  improbable  that  general  Cocke  has 
thought  it  advisable,  from  the  information  he  may 
have  received  from  the  regular  or  Georgia  detach- 
ments, respecting  possibly  their  exposed  situation, 
to  go  on  to  them,  and  after  uniting  with  them, 
to  join  general  Jackson  ; this  may  account  forgere-y 
ral  White’s  not  proceeding  to  the  Ten  Islands — he. 
never  will  do  an  act  to  injure  the  service  ; neither 
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will  general  Jackson  or  Cocke  injure  it  by  any  act  of  son  and  Mr.  Shaw,  purser,  in  the  first  cutter  ; and 
tbeirs  ; they  are  all  acting  in  support  of  one  cause,  ' L‘ 

and  no  doubt  they  will  do  their  duty  well,  as  will  the 
detachments  generally  upon  any  and  every  proper 
occasion.  WILLIE  BLOUNT. 

NAVAL.  , , 

The  President  frigate  went  to  sea  on  Sunday  m admirable  order.  Guns  were  fired  from  the  ene- 


lieut.  Gamble,  of  the  marines,  in  the  gig.  Suitable 
signals  were  established,  and  each  boat  had  her 
particular  station  pointed  out  for  the  attack,  and 
every  other  previous  arrangement  was  made  to  pie- 
i vent  confusion.  The  boats,  7 in  number,  rowed  off 


evening,  the  4di  inst.  from  Newport;  where  an  em 
bargo  had  been  laid  three  days  previous  to  her  sail- 
ing. She  has  been  met  with  at  sea,  by  a vessel  tha 


my  to  terrify  them  : they  rowed  up  under  the  muz- 
zles of  the  guns  and  took  their  stations  for  attack- 
ing the  first  ship,  and  no  sooner  was  ihe  Amer  an 

1 


has  arrived  at  New-York.  If  it  should  so  happen  flag  displayed,  by  lieut.  Downes,  as  the  signal  for 
th  it  Rodgers  were  to  make  a dash  along  the  coast  of  boarding,  and  the  intention  was  discovered  by  the 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  he  might  |e,nemy,  than  the  colors  were  struck,  without  a shot 


pick  up  several  English  vessels  that  would  be  very 
useful  for  its  future  defence. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  some  villain, 
immediately  after  the  departure  of  commodore 
Rodgers , wentffrom  Newport  off  to  the  British,  to 
give  hem  the  information.  Captain  Perry  has  insti- 
tuted ui  enquiry  into  the  matter ; and  we  hope  he 
m «y  c tell  the  fellow. 

We  have  letters  from  captain  Porter  below.  There 
is  cause  to  believe  that  he  knew  of  the  sailing  of  the 
frigate  and  two  sloops  of  war  from  Rio  Janeiro  in 
se  rch  of  him.  To  which  he  appears  to  allude  where 
the  cypher  is  used. 

A coaster  that  was  captured  by  the  enemy  off 
New- Loudon,  states  that  an  admiral  and  two  fire 
ships  were  daily  expected. 

The  British  papers  complain  g'reviously  of  the 
operations  of  an  American  schooner  privateer,  ott 
the  coast  of  Portugal. 

Tiie  famous  privateer  Decatur,  with  18  guns  and 
130  men,  has  sailed  from  Charleston.  Sue  had 
positive  orders  to  engage  either  of  the  British  brigs 
off'  til  at 'port,  if  she  fell  in  with  them  singly. 

The  water  chief  Coclcburn  was  at  Bermuda,  No- 
vember 18,  with  10  vessels  of  war,  about  to  sail  on 
an  xpedition. 

Admiral  Warren  has  sailed  from  Halifax  in  the  St. 
Domingo,  74 — some  other  vessels  in  company,  sup- 
posed first  for  Bermuda, 

Copies  of  letters  from  captain  David  Porter,  com- 
manding the  United  Slates  frigate  Essex,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy , dated 

U.  S.  frigate  Essex,  Pacific  ocean,  July  2, 1813. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
29th  of  April,  in  the  latitude  of  4J,  N.  long.  91,  15 
W.  about  20  miles  to  tha  northward  of  the  island  of 
Albemarle,  one  of  the  Galapagos  on  the  Pacific 
ocean,  I captured  the  British  ship  Montezuma  ; two 
others  being  in  sight,  close  together,  distant  from 
us  about  7 miles,  which  we  were  informed  were  the 
British  letters  of  marque  ships  Policy  and  Georgi- 
ana  ; the  first  mounting  10  guns,  6 and  9 pounders  ; 
the  other  six  18  pounders,  four  swivels,  and  six  long 
blunderbusses,  mounted  on  swivels.  The  wind  be- 
ing light  and  variable,  and  confiding  greatly  in  the 
bravery  and  enterprize  of  my  officers  and  men,  and 
apprehensive  of  their  escape,  from  the  prevalence 
or  fogs  in  that  climate,  I directed  the  boats  of  this 
ship  to  be  armed  and  manned,  and  divided  into  two 
divisions,  placing  the  first  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  Downes,  first  lieut.  in  a whale  boat,  accom- 
panied by  midshipman  Farragutt.  The  officers  in 
command  of  the  boats  under  lieut.  Downes,  were, 
lieut.  S.  D.  M‘Knight,  in  the  3d  cutter,  accompani- 
ed by  midshipman  W.  EL  Odenheimer,  sailing-mas- 
ter John  P.  Cowell,  in  the  joliy  boat,  accompanied 
by  midshipman  H.  W.  Ogden,  and  midshipman 
George  Isaacs,  in  the  2nd  cutter.  The  2nd' division 
under  the  command  of  lieut.  Wilmer,  2d  lieutenant, 
m the  pinnace,  accompanied  by  midshipman  Henry 
Cray,  and  master’s  mate  -James  Terry  ; lieut.  Wii- 


being  fired  ; so  much  were  they  daunted  by  the  in- 
trepidity of  our  brave  officers  and  men.  They  then 
left  a crew  on  board  tlie  p lze  and  took  their  stations 
for  attacking  the  other  vessel,  when  her  flag  was 
also  struck,  on  the  first  call  to  surrender.  'Thus 
were  two  fine  British  ships,  each  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  worth  near  half  a million  of  dollars,  mount- 
ing between  them  16  guns,  and  manned  with  55  men, 
well  supplied  wi  ll  small  arm  , surren  ere;  , wi  li- 
on t the  slightest  resistance,  to  seven  small  open 
boats,  with  fifty  men,  armed  only  with  mu.sk  ts, 
pistols,  boarding  axes  and  cutlasses  ! Be  assured, 
sir,  that  Britons  have  either  learned  to  res]),  ct  die 
courage  of  Americans,  or  they  are  not  so  courage- 
ous themselves  as  they  would  wish  us  to  believe. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  D PORTER. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

United  States’  Frigate  Essex,  at  Sea, 

Pacific  Ocean,  July  2nd,  1813. 

Situ— On  the  23d  March  last,  I sailed  from 
shaping  my  course  to  the  northward,  and  on  the 
26;  h of  the  same  month,  fell  in  with  the  Peruvian 
corsair  ship,  Nereyela,  mounting  15  guns  : she  had 
a few  days  before,  captured  two  American  wh.de 
ships,  the  crews  of  which  (amounting  in  number  to 
24  men)  were  then  detained  prisoners  on  board  her  ; 
and  they  assign  no  other  motive  for  the  capture,  than 
th  t they  were  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  and  as 
such,  should  capture  all  American  vessels  they 
could  fail  in  with  ; therefore,  to  prevent  in  'fu- 
ture such  vexatious  proceedings,  I threw  all  her  ar- 
mament into  the  sea,  liberated  the  Americans,  and 
dismissed  the  Nereyda. 

I then  proceeded  with  all  possible  dispatch  for  Li- 
ma, to  intercept  one  of  the  detained  vessels,  which 
had  parted  with  the  Nereyda  only  thieedays  before, 
and  I was  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  there  and  recap- 
ture her  on  the  5th  April,  at  the  moment  she  was 
entering  the  port.  This  vessel  (the  ship  Barclay, 
captain  Gideon  Randall,  of  New  Bedford,)  I took 
under  my  protection,  and  have  had  her  with  me  ever 
since. 

From  Lima  I proceeded  for  the  Galapagos  Island, 
where  I captured  the  following  British  ships,  viz  : 


Montezuma 

Policy 

Georgiana 

Atlantic 

Greenwich 


letters  of  marque. 

270  tons  21  men 


275 

280 

351 

338 


26 

25 

24 

25 


2 guns. 
10 
6 
8 
10 


The  Georgiana  being  reputed  a very  fast  sailer, 
and  apparently  well  calculated  for  a cruiser, 4 mount- 
ed 16  guns  on  her,  and  gave  the  command  of  her  to 
that,  excellent  officer,  lieutenant  John  Downes,  with 
a complement  of  42  men;  appointing  midshipman 
W.  II.  Iladdaway  acting  lieutenant  on  board  her, 
and  sent  her  on  a cruise. 

Liutenaht  Downes  joined  me  at  Tumbez,  near 
Guiaquii,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  on  the  $4tii  June,  af« 
ter  capturing  three  prizes,  to  wit ; 
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letters  of  marque  ships. 

Hector  270  to  ns  25  men  11  guns. 

Catharine  270  29  8 

Rose  220  21  8 

The  first  ha:l  two  men  killed  and  six  badly  wound- 
ed in  her  rencontre  with  the  Georgiana — and  the 
Rose  was  discharged  (after  being  deprived  of  her 
armament)  with  all  the  prisoners  captured  by  the 
Georgiana,  as  they  amounted  to  nearly  double  her 
crew  ; she  was  furnished  with  a passport  to  proceed 
to  St.  Helena. 

My  own  prisoners  I liberated  on  parole  at  1 urn- 
foez.  t found  by  experience  that  the  Georgiana  did 
not  deserve  the  character  given  ot  her  for  sailing. 
I therefore  shipped  her  officers  and  crew  to  the  At- 
lantic, and  mounted  on  her  20  guns,  with  a comple- 
ment of  60  men,  and  appointed  midshipman  Rich. 
D ishiell,  acting  sailing  master,  on  board  her ; to 
this  vessel  I gave  the  name  of  the  Essex  Junior,  1 al- 
so fitted  up  the  ship  Greenwich  as  a store  ship,  and 
mounted  on  her  20  guns,  placing  her  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  Gamble,  of  the  marines.  On 
board  her  I have  put  all  the  provisions  and  stores 
of  my  other  prizes,  except  a supply  of  three  and  a 
half  months  for  each,  and  have  by  this  means  secured 
myself  a full  supply  of  every  necessary  article  for 
seven  months.  I had  hoped  to  dispose  of  my  other 
prizes  at  Guiaquil : the  governors  in  Peru,  however, 
are  excessively  alarmed  at  my  appearance  on  the 
coast,  as  my  fleet  amounts  now  to  nine  sail  of  vessels, 
all  formidable  in  their  appearance,  anti  they  would 
if  they  dare,  treat  us  with  a hostility  little  short  of 
declared  enemies. 

I have  given  to  Mr.  John  G.  Cowell,  sailing  master, 
an  appointment  to  act  3d  lieutenant ; midshipman 
JohnS.  Cowan,  to  act  4th  lieutenant. ; and  midship- 
man O lenheimer  as  sailing  master.  I beg,  sir,  that 
the  appointment  of  those  officers,  as  well  as  ot  lieu- 
tenant S.  D.  M'Knight,  who  is  acting  second  lieuten- 
ant, and  those  serving  on  board  the  Essex  Junior, 
may  be  confirmed  by  the  department.  I have  given 
to  Mr.  M.  W.  Bostwick,  my  clerk,  the  appointment 
of  acting  midshipman  ; not  that  he  is  desirous  of 
coming  forward  in  th.e  navy  in  that  line,  but  I hoped 
by  tiiis  means  to  introduce  him  to  the  department ; 
and  I shall  tike  the  liberty  to  recommend  him  sti  ong- 
ly  as  a suitable  person  to  hold  the  appoinment  of 
purser  Drs.  Richard  R.  Hoff  man  and  Alexander  M. 
Montgomery,  who  voluntered  their  services  with 
me  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  have  receiv- 
ed acting  appointments  from  me,  the  first  as  sur- 
geon, to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  Miller;  the  other  as  surgeon’s  mate.  To  the 
great  care  and  attention  of  those  gentlemen,  may,  in 
a considerable  degree,  be  attributed  the  extraordina- 
ry health  of  the  crew  ; and  as  they  are  both  desirous 
of  joining  the  navy,  I hope  their  appointments  may 
be  confirmed. 

I have  also  appointed  my  marine  officer  and  chap- 
lain to  the  command  of  prizes  , they  all  enter  with 
much  cheerfulness,  into  their  new  duties  ; and  if  the 
expedition  should'  prove  unsuccessful,  it  will  not  b •, 
I am  persuaded,  owing  to  our  want  of  activity  or  vi- 
gilance ; and  of  this  you  must  be  satisfied,  as  for 
tiie  last  eight  months  we  have  been  constantly  at 
sea,  with  thd  exception  of  twenty-three  days,  and  j 
yet,  sir,  we  have  enjoyed  extraordinary  health  and 
Spirits  ; no  symptom  of  the  scurvy  having  yet  ap-  \ 
peared  in  the  ship,  nor  have  we,  at  this  moment,  j 
more  than  two  on  the  sick  list;  and  their  diseases 
are  more  owing  to  the  infirmities  of  age  than  any  j 
other  cause.  Indeed,  sir,  when  I compare  my  pre- 
sent situation  with  what  it  was  when  I doubled  Cape 
Tlorn,  I cannot  but  esteem  myself  fortunate  in  an 
extraordinary  degree.  There  my  ship  was  shatter- 


ed by  tempestuous  weather,  and  destitute  of  every 
thing ; my  officers  and  crew  half  starved,  naked, 
and  worn  out  with  fatigue.  Now,  sir,  mv  ship  is 
in  prime  order,  abundantly  supplied  with  every  thing 
necessary  for  her.  I have  a noble  ship  for  a consort 
of  20  guns  and  well  manned,  a store  ship  of  20  guns 
and  well  supplied  with  the  best  of  every  thing  that 
we  may  want,  and  prizes  which  would  be  worth  in 
England  two  millions  of  dollars  ; and  what  renders 
the  comparison  more  pleasing,  the  enemy  has  furnish- 
ed all.  Excuse  me,  sir,  for  not  making  known  my 
present  intentions,  as  this  letter  may  not  reach  you. 
It,  however,  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  how 
I intend  to  dispose  of  my  prizes  : Let  it  suffice  to 
say  that  I shall  endeavor  to  [cypher.] 

British  letters  of  marque  are  numerous  in  these 
seas,  and,  were  it  not  for  my  arrival,  our  whale  fish- 
ers would  have  been  much  harrassed  ; but  they  now- 
find  it  necessary  to  keep  together  for  mutual  protec- 
tion- I expect  to  [cypher],  but  shall  be  [cypher]. 

Subjoined  is  a list  of  deaths  since  I left  the  U.  S. 
and  I beg  you  will  relieve  the  anxiety  of  my  family 
and  all  our  friends,  by  communicating  as  much  of 
this  letter  as  you  may  think  proper. 

The  times  of  my  best  men  have  expired  ; but  their 
attachment  to  the  ship  and  their  zeal  for  the  service 
we  are  engaged  on,  prevent  all  complaints  on  that 
account.  It  is  not  probable  that  you  will  hear  of 
me  for  several  months  to  come,  unless  some  disaster 
happens  ; but  I beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  I 
shall  not  be  idle ; and  I hope  before  my  return  to 
make  the  services  of  the  Essex  as  important  as 
those  of  any  other  single  ship.  We  may  not  be  in- 
dividually benefitted,  but  we  shall  do  the  enemy 
much  injury,  which  will  be  a sufficient  compensa- 
tion to  us  for  all  the  hardships  and  privations  we 
must  naturally  experience,  while  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  are 
dependent  on  the  precarious  supplies  the  enemy  may 
afford. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  votur 
obediant  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  William  Jones , 

Secretary  of  the  navy , Washington. 

List  of  deaths  since  my  departure  from  the  United 
States. 

1812.  December  3.  Levi  Holmes,  seaman,  pa!*y. 

1813.  January  24.  Edward  Sweeny,  o.  s.  old  age. 

1813.  Jamury  24.  Samual  Groce,  seamen,  contu- 
sion of  the  brain  by  a fall  from  the  main  yard. 

1813.  March  1.  Lewis  Price,  marine,  consump- 
tion. 

1813.  April  4.  James  Shafford,  gunner’s  mate,  ac- 
cidental gun-shot  wound  of  the  lungs. 

1813.  May  25.  Doctor  Robert  Miller,  surgeoq, 
disease  of  the  liver. 

1813.  May  26.  Benjamin  Geers,  qr.  gr.  inflamma- 
tion of  the  stomach. 

1813.  June  29.  John  Rodger9,  qr.  gr.  fall  from 
the  main  yard. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LTST — CONTINUED  FltOM  PAGE  256. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

The  brig,  (no.  718)  prize  to  the  Saucy  Jack,  is 
the  Sir.  John  Sherbroke,  of  10  guns  and  40  men, 
taken  after  a fight  of  20  minutes,  in  which  she  had . 
2 men  killed  and  5 wounded.  The  Saucy  Jack  sus- 
tained but  little  injury,  and  had  three  men  slightly 
wounded. 

719.  The  valuable  ship  Manly,  4 g*ms  laden  with 
wine,  oil.  Sec.  from  Halifax  for  the  West  Ilidjes,  sen" 
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into  Charleston,  S.  C.  by  the  Revenge,  of  Baltimore. 

720.  A brig  laden  with  sugar  and  molasses,  cap- 
tured by  the  Caroline  of  Baltimore,  re-captured  by 
the  British  off  Charleston  and  burnt. 

03>We  have  had  the  pleasure  lo  notice  the  exploits 
of  the  Lion  privateer  (of  Baltimore)  off  the  coasts 
of  Spain  and  Portugal.  She  has  safely  arrived  at 
L’Orient,  in  France,  with  about  $400,000  on  board, 

after  having  destroyed  15  or  20  English  vessels. 

Particulars  shall  be  noticed  when  received. 

721.  Schr.  Messenger,  from  the  West-Indies,  laden 
with  rum  and  molasses,  sent  into  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
by  the  Comet,  of  Baltimore. 

*722.  Ship  Montezuma,  270  tons,  2 guns,  21  men, 
captured  by  the  Essex  frigate,  in  the  south  sea. 

723.  Ship  Policy,  2 75  tons,  10  guns,  26  men,  cap- 
tured by  ditto  in  ditto. 

724.  Ship  Georgian  a,  280  tons,  6 guns,  28  men, 
captured  by  ditto  in  ditto. 

725.  Ship  Atlantic,  357  tons,  8 guns,  24  men,  cap- 
tured by  ditto  in  ditto. 

726.  Ship  Greenwich,  338  tdns,  10  guns,  25  men, 
captured  by  ditto  in  ditto. 

727.  Ship  Hector,  270  tons,  11  guns-,  25  men,  cap- 
tured by  the  Essex  junior,  in  the  south  sea. 

7 28.  Ship  Catharine,  270  ton,  8 guns,  29  men, 
captured  by  ditto  in  ditto. 

729.  Ship  Rose,  220  tons,  8 guns,  21  men,  captured 
bv  ditto  in  ditto. 

(f^pThese  vessels  are  estimated,  as  worth  to  the 
enemy,  two  millions  of  dollars.  See  commodore  Por- 
ter's official  letters,  page  268.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  not  all  the  vessels  that  Porter 
has  captured.  

The  destiny  of  the  Greeks. 

The  unwarrantable  attack  upon  fort  Mims,  and 
subsequent  slaughter  of  the  garrison,  with  all  the 
women  and  children,  in  the  whole  about  300  persons, 
only  seventeen  of  whom  made  their  escape,  has  al- 
ready been  registered.  A letter  t»  the  editor,  dated 
at  Tombigbe , contains  many  particulars  of  that  hor- 
rible massacre  by  the  Creeks , as  well  as  some  pointed 
remarks  on  the  character  of  the  savages— both  which, 
as  they  belong  to  the  enquiry,  shall  be  noticed. 

The  letter  says — the  fort  was  attacked  by  725  In- 
dians, with  great  fury,  at  12  o’clock  in  the  day  ; they 
were  entirely  naked , except  a flap  ; they  rushed  up 
to  the  port  holes,  and  disputed  the  possession  with 
those  within,  and  finally  prevailed ; the  women  were 
butchered,  then  stripped  and  subjected  to  every  bru- 
tal indignity  that  the  savages  could  think  of.  Indeed 
there  was  a refinement  of  horror  that  ought  to  be 
mentioned  ; pregnant  women  -were  cut  open ; and  the 
unborn  infant  taken  out  of  them  and  tomahawked  ! — 
Many  of  the  women  had  two  scalps  taken  from  them; 
and  numerous  instances  were  afforded  that  several 
savages  had  assisted  in  the  murder  of  an  individual. 
The  report  of  the  party  that  returned  from  burying 
the  dead,  rivals  any  that  the  history  of  the  Indian 
affords  ; but  delicacy  forbids  a full  statement  of  what 
they  beheld.  It  is  a tale  of  terror. 

The  writer  then  goes  on  to  describe  the  ravages  of 
the  Creeks , through  a great  extent  of  country,  late- 
ly flourishing  and  happy,  and  filling  with  an  indus- 
trious population.  “ To  those  who  never  beheld  people 
fying  from  the  savages , it  would  be  useless  to  attempt 
to  convey  the  picture''  A solitary  farm  house  did  not 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  owner;  every  thing 
was  abandoned  ; and  the  few  persons  that  remained 
were  cooped  up  in  two  small  forts,  surrounded  by 
the  blood-thirsty  allies  of  the  “ defender  of  the  faith!" 
The  tomahawk  of  the  savage  and  torch  of  Cotkburn , 
in  “holy  league,”  finished  the  work  of  death  and 


desolation.  All  the  settlements  are  laid  waste.  Tift 
savages  received  their  ammunition  from  the  governor 
of  Pensacola,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the 
British  in  Canada. 

These  facts  are  notorious  and  indisputable — Such 
were  the  doings  of  the  Creeks,  and  such  the  agency  of 
the  British  government  in  their  murders. 

Our  indignant  correspondent  adds 

“This  account  will  be  read  as  the  many  we  have 
received  from  the  west,  and  the  sensation  on  the  mass 
of  men  produced  by  the  recital  will  be  only  die 
same — but  a most  important — an  awfully  important 
question  or  two  flashes  on  the  mind  of  every  refect- 
ing man.  Is  this  the  nation  of  Indians  with  whom 

THE  GOVERNMENT  HAS  BEEN,  THROUGH  COLONEL  BEN- 
JAMIN HAWKINS,  NOW  ABOUT  SIXTEEN  TEARS  EN- 
GAGED IN  THE  WORK  OP  CIVILIZATION  l Is  this  th? 

nation  of  whom  the  colonel  has  made  so  many  reports 
of  their  high  state  of  civilization  ? Is  this  the  nation 
of  savages  on  whom  thousands  have  been  expended, 
produced  by  the  labor  and  sweat  of  our  citizens  ? 
And,  good  God ! is  this  the  point  at  which  they 
have  arrived  ? Even  gratitude  to  a benefactor  has 
not  yet  been  infused  into  their  breasts  ? Even  regard 
for  the  female  character  is,  unknown  amongst  them. 
Without  a single  provocation,  in  the  moment  while 
they  are  receiving  the  benevolence  of  our  govern- 
ment, they  fly  to  the  assistance  of  our  enemies. 
They  take  advantage  of  the  moment  of  our  distress 
to  plunder,  murder,  burn  and  destroy,  our  country. 
Since  the  commencement  of  our  government  to  the 
present  day,  there  has  always  been  a number  of 
persons,  well  and  practically  acquainted  with  the 
savage  character,  who  have  smiled  at  the  benevolent 
but  weak  attempt  of  our  system  for  die  civilization 
of  savages.  They  viewed  it  as  the  production  of 
the  closet,  generated  with  brains  of  speculative 
theorists.  If  the  subject  is  not  now  at  rest  it  never  can 
be  decided.  If  after  sixteen  years  we  cannot  secure 
even  the  friendship  of  a nation  of  savages,  if  we 
cannot  give  existence  to  the  most  common  effects  of 
the  slightest  degree  of  civilization,  when  are  we  to 
expect  to  make  any  impression  on  them  ? Or  is  the 
whole  attempt  a farce  ? 

“Among  the  party  who  committed  the  before- 
mentioned  massacre,  were  a number  of  Indians,  nayr 
hundreds , who  spoke  the  English  language,  had  a 
constant  intercourse  with  the  whites,  and  many  of 
them  were  raised  amojig  the  white  people. 

“At  this  moment  a medal  chief  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  is  soliciting  to  be  employed  with  his  nation 
by  the  white  people  ; for  lie  says  his  warriors  cannot 
be  restrained  ; and  if  we  do  not  employ  them  they 
must  fight  for  somebody.  This  is  another  nation  we 
are  engaged  in  civilizing !” 

We  sincerely  lament  that  these  remarks  appear 
too  strongly  buttressed  by  truth,  in  the  facts  that 
have  happened,  to  have  their  force  weakened  by 
philanthropy ; but  we  cannot  regret  that  the  attempt 
was  made  to  render  this  people  happy.  The  scheme 
of  humanity,  that  began  with  Washington , that  was 
patronized  by  Jldams , and  zealously  extended  and 
encouraged  bv  Jefferson  and  Madison,  has  complete- 
tt  failed,  through  the  native  propensity  of  the  In- 
dians to  rapine,  and  the  universal  disposition  of 
Britain  to  encourage  it.  Colonel  Hawkins  had  per- 
suaded liipiself ; (and  I apprehend  sincerely  belieW 
ed)  that  the  Creeks  had  made  great  progress  in  ci- 
vilization, as  well  in  their  sentiments  as  in  their  man- 
ner of  life.  Many  of  them  were  regular  farmers  ; 
the  men  labored  in  the  field,  the  women  plied  the 
wheel  and  the  shuttle  at  home.  Scliools^apparently 
well  attended,  had  been  established  ; oneffialf  of  the 
various  tribes  known  by  the  general  name  of  Creeks 9 
spoke  the  English  language  ; and  very  few  of  them 
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the  consent  of  the  United  States.  The  hourly  inter- 
course they  would  have  with  the  white  people,  and 
their  detached  situation,  might,  in  a few  years,  totally 
eradicate  their  savage  propensities,  and  finally  incor- 
porate them  with  the  body  of  the  people.  As  in- 
diaus,  they  would  decrease  ; and,  if  scattered  in  so- 
ciety, could  have  no  effect  upon  it. 

This  project  I think  reasonable  and  rightful — and 
may,  at  least,  afford  some  idea  to  the  many  persons 
enquiring,  “-what  shall  be  done  -with  the  Creeks” 


aad  altogether  refused  to  adopt  the  habits  of  civiliz- 
ed man.  Much  time,  labor  and  money  had  been 
spent  upon  them — their  lands  and  rights  had  been 
carefully  guarded— they  are  without  excuse,  tor  tuey 
had  nothing  to  complain  of.  They  listened  to  the  ser- 
pent, and  became  the  murderers  of  their  benefactors 
—the  horrible  assassins  of  -women  and  children.  The 
vile  nation  that  contrived  the  partition  of  France , 
and  that  inveigled  or  bullied  Holland \ Switzerland , 
Sardina , Tuscany , the  pope,  jVaples,  many  states  of 
Germany  ; and,  indeed,  that  has  been  in  alliance  and 
at  war  with  every  nation  of  Europe , protestant , Ca- 
tholic or  Mahometan , no  matter  what,  within  a few 
years,  France  only  excepted — that  has  brought  about 
the  utter  extinction  of  many,  and  deluged  the  whole 
with  rivers  of  blood,  for  her  commerce— — has  also 
machinated  the  destruction  of  the  Creeks ; and  with 
it  annihilated  the  hope  of  humanity,  that,  through 
justice  and  benevolence,  they  might  be  civilized. — 
Let  the  British  “bible  societies ,”  the  “ societies  for 
propagating  the  gospel  among  the  heathens ,”  and  other 
like  institutions,  examine  this  matter! 

If  the  United  States  have  not  “commanded  suc- 
cess” in  their  persevering  attempts  to  ameliorate  the 
Condition  of  the  Indian,  they  have,  at  least,  “deserv- 
ed” it ; — but,  having  failed,  self-preservation  re- 
quires, and  justice  sanctions,  the  adoption  of  a new 
course. 

From  the  three  victories  obtained  over  the  Creeks , 
’{where  the  unresisting  were  sparer)  and  the 
powerful  body  of  troops  that  are  in  their  country, 
we  consider  the  war  as  finished;  for  the  wretches 
have  no  back  country  to  ffy  to,  to  escape  the  ven 
geance  due  them.  If  they  are  received  bv  the  Spa 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday , Dec.  9. — So  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  respects  our  foreign  relations,  was  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  Taylor,  Chace, 
Bledsoe,  Brent,  Anderson  and  Brown. 

So  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  military 
affairs,  wus  referred  to  Messrs.  Worthington,  Tur- 
ner, Lncock,  Campbell  and  Robinson. 

So  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the  naval  es- 
tablishment, was  referred  to  Messrs.  Gaillard,  Tait, 
Fromentin,  Morrow  and  Ilowell. 

A confidential  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident, and  the  doors  closed  for  a short  time  thereon. 

Monday , Dec.  13. — The  senate  sat  with  closed 
doors — supposed  on  the  same -business  that  had  oc- 
cupied the  house  of  representatives. 

Tuesday , Dec.  14. — Closed  doors. 

Wednesday , Dec.  15.—  The  same. 

Thursday , Dec.  16. — The  same. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday,  Dec.  9. — The  following  gentlemen  weie 
niards  in  Florida , they  will  be  pursued  ; if  they  are  | appointed  by  the  speaker  to  be  committees,  pursu- 
proiected,  a common  cause  will  be  made  against  both  ant  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  viz. 

— for  it  is  impossible  that  the  Spaniards  can  be  per-  j On  foreign  relations — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Grundy, 
mitted  to  proceed  in  the  diabolical  course  Great  i Fitch  of  N.  York,  Ingersoll,  Gholson,  Miller  and 
Britain  has  directed.  What  shall  be  done  with  them  ? ' M‘Clean. 

Wc  cannnot  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  extermination  j On  military  affairs — Messrs.  Troup,  Dawson,  Deslfcat, 
of  them,  however  just  the  retaliation  might  be  ; nor  Sevier,  Stewart,  Tannehill  and  Clopton. 
should  we  banish  them  from  the  land  of  their  ances-  j On  naval  affairs*- Messrs.  Lowndes,  Harwell,  Sec- 

tors to  the  wilds  of  the  Mississippi,  where  they  bert,  King  of  Mass.  Ormsbv,  Post  and  Kennedy, 
might  hereafter  perplex  us — or  become  extinct:  On  the  Militia  laws — Messrs.  Taylor,  Parked 

through  their  wars  with  the  tribes  in  possession,  for  j Strong,  Piper,  Fornoy,  Champion,  Smith  of  Va. 
the  right  of  soil.  rWe  should  be  “angry  with  them  I On  retaliation — Messrs  Macon,  Robertson,  CaJ- 
but  sin  not;”  and  carry  our  resentment  no  further  houn,  Nelson,  Fisk  of  Yt.  Stockton  and  Lovett, 
than  our  safety  requires.  j On  the  reciprocating  the  admission  of  certain  foreign 

Their  country  is  ours  by  every  principle  of  the  crtdzers  in  our  pm-ts — Messrs.  Grundy,  Duvall,  Davis, 
natural  or  civil  lav/,  and  we  have  aright  to  pre-  j Moore , Ely,  Leff'ert  and  Pitkin. 


scribe  the  terms  on  which  they  shall  reside  in  it. — 
Let  these  be  as  lenient  as  possible,  so  that  power  shall 
finally  destroy  the  savage  spirit  that  humanity  vainly 


Many  private  petitions  were  prefented  and  referred. 
A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  tiie  United  States,  which  the  speaker  de- 


strove  to  subdue.  Their  -whole  population,  before  jelared  to  be  of  a confidential  nature.  The  galleries 


the  war,  did  not,  perhaps,  exceed  25,000  souls- 
but  their  territory,  among  which  is  large  tracts  of 
the  finest  land  in  the  world,  would  support  millions 
of  civilized  men.  Suppose  small  tracts,  slips  of 
land,  not  more  than  10  or  15  miles  wide,  were  re 


were  accordingly  cleared,  and  the  doors  closed ; but 
were  again  opened  in  a few  minutes.  And  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  10. — After  many  private  petitions 
and  softie  local  affairs  had  been  presented  to  the 


served  for  them,  with  intervals  20  or  30  miles  wide,  j house,  the  galleries  were  cleared  and  so  remained 

till  five  o’clock,  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday , Dec.  11— The  house  sat  with  closed 
doors  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  nine 
at  night. 

Monday,  Dec.  13.— The  house  adjourned  a little 
after  twelve  o’clock  after  receiving  some  private 
petitions,  &c. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  14. — Some  private  petitions  were 
presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Desha  submitted  the  following  resolutions; 
which  passed — 

Jiesolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  p aying 
for  the  waggons  and  horse?,  that  have  been  lost  in 
the  public  service. 


to  be  settled  by  tlie  whites  ? The  spaces  allotted 
Would  be  more  than  an  hundred  times  sufficient  for 
them  as  agriculturalists,  but  not  enough  as  hunters  ; 
and  they  would  be  compelled,  more  or  less,  to  attend 
to  husbandry.  This,  in  time,  would  ameliorate  their 
manners  ; aftd  though  they  might  commit  some  pet- 
ty depredations  on  their  neighbors,  they  never  could 
do  extensive  mischief ; and  they  might,  generally, 
govern  themselves  by  their  own  laws  with  a few  sim- 
ple regulations  to  secure  good  order  between  them 
and  the  people  of  their  vicinity.  Some  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  ultimate  right  of  the  re- 
served land,  by  prescribing  on  what  conditions  the 
Indian  title  may  become  extinct ; but  forbidding 
that  they  .thejnseives  should  dispose  of  it,  without 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing for  the  horses  lost  bv  the  volunteers  who  turned 
out  under  his  excellency  Isaac  Shelby,  governor  of  j 
the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  on  the  Canada  ex-; 
pedition  last  fall ; and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise.  | 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  ( 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 1 
ing  the  mounted  volunteers  who  turned  out  under  j 
his  excellency,  Isaac  Shelby,  governor  of  the  com-, 
mon wealth  of  Kentucky,  on  the  Canada  expedition! 
last  fall,  additional  pay  for  their  horses  furnished  ; I 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  '.he  expediency  of  providing  by  an  act  of 
congress  an  uniform  mode  cf  electing  senators,  re- 
presentatives to  congress,  and  electors  of  president 
and  vice-president. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  seven  .members. 

Thursday,  Dec.  16. — No  business  of  importance 
transacted. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  met  at  Harrisburg 
en  the  7th  instant.  P.  C.  Lane  was  elected  speaker 
of  the  senate,  and  Robert  Smith  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

The  war  between  the  wbigs  and  tories  of  Chili 
yet  prevails.  The  former,  in  general,  possess  the 
coasts,  but  the  royal  troops  are  pretty  numerous  in 
the  interior.  They  have,  however,  been  much  re- 
duced by  several  late  battles' with  the  patriots,  who 
have  severely  beaten  them. 

The  Boston  Patriot  of  tiie  8th  instant  says,  “it  is 
So  warm  and  pleasant  that  many  thousand  sheep, 
merinos,  mixed  and  common,  are  browsing  all  round 
Boston.” 

The  steam-boat  Vesuvius,  140  feet  keel,  400  tons 
burthen,  has  been  launched  at  Pittsburg,  designed 
as  a regulnr  trader  between  the  falls  of  Ohio  and  JYew- 
Orleans  ! Another  of  the  like  dimensions  will  soon 
be  off  the  stocks  ! 

James  Barbour , esq.  has  been  re-elected  governor 
of  Virginia.  For  Mr.  Barbour  133.  For  Mr.  James 
Pleasants  53.  The  latter  was  not  a candidate. 

Maryland  electiox. — On  Monday  last,  T.evin 
Winder,  esq.  (fed.)  was  re-elected  governor  of  Ma- 
ryland, for  the  ensuing  year. 

As  we  some  time  ago  stated  that  the  executive  of 
Maryland  would  be  changed,  it  becomes  us  to  show 
how  the  result  is  different.  When  the  temper  of  the 
people  is  a little  moderated  by  time,  and  we  are  less  j 
pressed  for  room  than  at  present,  the  facts  and  pa- 
pers that  belong  to  this  interesting  procedure  shall 
be  recorded.  The  following  may  suffice  for  the 
moment : 

In  Allegany  county  three  republicans  and  one 
federalist  were  chosen  by  the  people.  The  governor  is 
elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses ; and,  as  the 
senate  is  wholly  republican,  a governor  of  that  poli- 
tical character  would  have  had  a majority  of  three 
votes.  But  the  people  of  one  district  of  Allegany 
were  deprived  of  their  suffrages,  and  the  four  federal 
candidates  declared  elected.  This  exactly  reversed 
the  weight  of  parties,  and  would  have  given  to  the 
federal  candidate  for  governor  a majority  of  three, 
had  all  the  members  voted.  But  seventeen  of  them 
refused  to  vote. 

Among  other  provisions  in  the  election  laws  of 
Maryland,  it  is  enacted,  that  the  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  their  clerks,  shall  be  qualified  by  an  oath 


administered  by  a justice  of  the  peace  ; or,  the  presi- 
ding judge,  so  qualified,  may  qualify  his  brother 
judges,  and  the  clerks — or  a clerk  so  qualified,  may 
qualify  the  presiding  judge,  &c.  The  presiding 
judge  of  district  no.  4,  v as  a justice  of  the  peace  ; 
lie  qualified  the  two  other  judges  and  the  clerks,  and 
was  then  himself  qualified  by  a judge  instead  of  a 
clerk.  When  one  of  the  judges  from  each  of  the 
six  districts  of  the  county  assembled  to  make  a re- 
turn, it  was  contended  that  the  election  in  district 
no.  4,  was  illegal,  for  the  cause  of  the  qualification 
as  above  stated;  and  four  of  the  assembled  judges 
made  out  a return,  that  rejected  all  the  votes  thereat 
given,  and  so  placed  the  four  federal  candidates 

highest  on  the  list ihe  other  txvo  judges  also 

made  a return,  giving  credit  to  the  whole  number 
of  votes  received  i:i  the  county,  shewing  that  three 
of  the  republican  and  one  of  the  federal  candidates 
were  elected  The  matter  thus  came  before  the 
house  of  delegates,  a majority  of  which  is  federal. 
The  committee  of  elections  made  a report  in  favor  of 
those  that  had  the  minority  of  votes,  and  the  house 
adopted  it,  on  Saturday  evening  last.  The  Monday 
following  was  the  constitutional  day  for  electing  the 
governor.  It  was  thought  the  senate  would  not 
meet  the  house  for  the  ballot — but,  at  a late  hour, 
the  principle  that  each  house  ought  to  be  the  judge 
of  its  own  elections,  prevailed  over  what  the  senate 
unanimously  believed  a sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  a form,  and  gov.  W.  was  re-elected  as 
aforesaid. 

The  state  of  Maryland  has  a republican  majority 
of  votes  greater  tftan  the  federal  majorities  in  New 
Hampshire , Rhode  Island,  and  Delaware  united,  and 
twice  told : Yet,  by  the  representation  of  the  counties 
instead  of  the  people,  and  by  a mistake  in  addition 
thereto,  the  minority  rules.  See  the  table,  page  111. 

But  Maryland  is  not  alone.  Vermont  has  also  a 
governor  chosen  by  a minority  of  the  people. 


Military  Scrap. 

A “choice  spirit.”  A scouting  party  was  sent  out 
last  June  from  Fort  George , in  search  of  a famous 
British  captain  Ball, an  active  and  cruel  commander 
of  Indians.  When  they  arrived  at  Six  Mile  Creek, 
serjeant  James  Rouse,  volunteered  with  two  dra- 
goons, and  proceeding  with  his  small  party  to  the 
Short  Hills,  discovered  the  house  where  this  Ball 
was  supposed  to  be  at  about  9 o’clock  in  the  evening. 
In  order  to  reach  this  place,  they  were  compelled  to 
pass  within  half  a mile  of  a British  picket  guard. 
Serjeant  Rouse,  having  entered  the  house,  was  told 
that  Ball  was  not  there.  He,  however,  fired  a pistol 
through  a door  he  could  not  break  open,  when  Ball 
opened  it,  and  surrendered  himself  with  his  guard,  5 
in  number,  prisoners.  They  were  all  placed  on  horses 
and  Carried  18  miles  through  the  enemy’s  country, 
to  Fort  George.  Since  this  handsome  partisan  affair, 
serjeant  Rouse  was  taken  prisoner  (with  col.  Boerst- 
ler’s  detachment,)  and  complaining  to  general  Vin- 
cent of  the  ill  treatment  he  met  with  from  the  In- 
dians, was, by  him  threatened  to  be  sent  to  Quebec 
and  hanged.  Being  out  in  prison  with  many  others, 
lie  escaped  with  two  of  them,  through  a shower  of 
balls,  and  plunged  into  the  wilderness  without  arms 
or  food.  On  the  shores  of  lake  Erie,  they  took  a 
British  centinel  by  surprise  and  made  him  row  them 
across  to  Black  Rock  in  a canoe  ; but  sei  jeant  Rouse 
was  so  exhausted  with  hardship  and  fatigue  as  to  be 
unfit  for  duty  for  a long  time  after.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  gallant  non-commissioned  officer  will  be  pro- 
moted as  a reward  for  his  enterpize  and  spirit. 

Mat.  Adv., 
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The  Embargo  Law. 

On  Monday  last,  at  about  2 o’clock,  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy. was  removed  from  the  late  confiden- 
tial proceedings  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and 
the  following  act  made  public. 

An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  senate  and  Itouse  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  an  embargo  be,  and  hereby  is  laid  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  places  within 
the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and 
the  territories  thereof  cleared  or  not  cleared  ; and 
that  no  clearance  be  furnished  to  any  ship  or  vessel, 
except  vessels  in  ballast,  with  their  necessary  sea- 
stores,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ; and  that  the  president 
be  authorised  to  give  such  instructions  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  and  revenue  cutters  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  carrying 
the  same  into  full  effect : Provided , T.  hat  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  in  ballast, 
with  her  necessary  sea-stores,  and  with  the  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize,  other  than  provisions,  mili- 
tary and  naval  stores  on  board  of  such  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  when  notified  of  this  act,  whose  officers 
and  crews  shall  consist  wholly  of  such  foreigners  as 
did  belong  to  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  said  ship  or  vessel  in  the 
U.  States,  and  which  shall  not  have  nor  take  on  board 
for  the  voyage  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept such  as  mav  produce  a passport  therefor,  to  be 
furnished  under 'the  authority  and  direction  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  And  all  public  arm- 
ed vessels  possessing  public  commissions  from  any 
foreign  power,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  liable  to 
the  embargo  laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  put,  place  or  load  on  board  any 
ship,  vessel,  boat  or  water-craft,  or  into  any  cart, 
•waggon,  sled,  or  other  carriage  or  vehicle,  or  in 
any  other  manner  attempt  to  convey  any  specie, 
goods,  wares,  merchandize,  produce,  provisions, 
naval  or  military  stores,  or  any  kind  of  live  stock, 
with  intent  to  export,  transport  or  convey  the  same 
without  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof, 
to  any  foreign  place,  kingdom  or  country,  or  with 
intent  to  convey  the  same  on  board  any  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  or  with  the  intent  in  any  other  manner  to 
evade  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  sucli  specie, 
goods,  wares,  merchandize,  produce,  provisions, 
naval  or  military  stores,  live  stock,  and  also  the 
ship,  vessel,  boat,  water-craft,  cart,  waggon,  sled, 
or  other  carriage  or  vehicle,  on  board,  or  on  or  in 
which  the  same  may  be  so  put,  placed  or  loaded  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  all  horses,  mules  and  oxen,  used 
or  employed  in  conveying  the  same,  shall  be  forfeit- 
ed, and  live  person  or  persons  so  putting,  placing 
or  loading  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  aiders 
and  abettors  therein,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  ad- 1 
Vol,  V. 


judged  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and  fined  a 
sum,  by  the  court  before  which  the  conviction  i» 
had,  equal  to  four  times  the  Value  of  such  specie, 
goods,  wares,  merchandize,  produce,  provisions, 
naval  or  military  stores,  or  live  stock  : Provided 
hotvever.  That  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  person  or  persons  not  beihg  the  own- 
er or  owners  of  such  specie,  goods.  Wares,  mer- 
chandize, produce,  or  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,  who  shall  first  inform  and  make  complaint 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  of  any  such  offence 
committed  within  the  same  district ; and  any  in- 
former or  informers,  not  being  the  owner  or  owners 
as  aforesaid,  upon  conviction  of  the  offenders,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  fine  aforesaid,  when 
the  same  shall  be  received  by  the  United  Slates,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  a certificate  for  that  purpose 
from  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction  shall  be 
had. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  own- 
er or  owners,  consignee  or  factor  of  any  ship,  ves- 
sel or  boat,  which  may,  at  the  time  when  notice  of 
this  act  shall  be  received  at  the  several  custom 
houses  respectively,  be  laden  in  Whole  or  in  part, 
shall,  on  notice  given  by  the  collector,  either  dis- 
charge such  candor  give  bond  with  two  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  in  double  the  value  of  such  ves- 
sel and  cargo,  not  to  proceed  on  the  intehded  voy- 
age or  trip,  until  permitted  to  do  so,  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act ; and  if  the  cargo  shall 
not  be  discharged  within  ten  days,  or  the  bond  given 
as  aforesaid,  the  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  and  cargo  shall 
be  wholly  forfeited.  And  the  several  collectors  are 
authorised  in  the  mean  while,  and  until  the  cargoes 
shall  have  been  discharged,  or  the  bond  given  as 
aforesaid,  to  take  possession  of  such  vessels,  and  to 
take  such  other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  their  departure. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may  authorise  the  collec- 
tors of  the  customs  (when  in  his  opinion  it  can  be 
done  without  danger  of  the  embargo  being  violated, 
and  under  such  limitations  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient) to  grant  permission  to  vessels  or  boats  Whose 
employment  has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the  na- 
vigation of  bays,  sounds,  rivers  or  lakes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  to  take  on  board  at  any  time  such  articles 
of  domestic  or  foreign  growth  as  may  be  designated 
in  such  permission,  bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
sureties  being  previously  given  to  the  United  States 
by  i he  owner,  owners,  consignees.  Or  factors  of  such 
vessel  or  boat,  and  by  the  master  thereof,  in  an 
amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dollars  for  each  ton 
of  the  said  vessel  or  boat,  that  such  vessel  or  boat 
shall  not  during  the  time  limited  in  the  condition  of 
the  bond,  depart  from  any  district  of  the  United 
States  without  having  previously  obtained  a clear- 
ance, nor  until  the  master  or  commander  shall  have 
delivered  to  the  collector  or  surveyor  of  the  port  of 
departure,  a manifest  of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  4 
that  the  said  vessel  or  boat  shall  not  during  the  time 
above  mentioned  proceed  to  any  other  port  or  place, 
than  that  mentioned  in  her  clearance,  nor  put  any 
article  on  board  of  any  other  A eSsel  or  boat  av  bfe 
S 


274  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER—SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 


employed  in  any  foreign  trade;  and  that  on  ever) 
voyage  or  trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  land- 
ed in  a port  or  place  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers  or 
lakes  to  which  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat 
is  confined,  or  in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  shall  in  case  of  any  suit  or  prosecution  in- 
stituted on  sucii  bond  for  a breach  of  the  conditions 
thereof,  lie  upon  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee,  or 
factors  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  or  the  master  thereof, 
as  the  case  may  be.  Provided ',  such  pnosecution  or 
suit  be  instituted  within  two  years  after  such  breach 
jjJhall  have  been  committed. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
Vessel  or  boat,  not  having  received  a permission, 
and  a bond  not  having  been  first  given  m the  manner 
provided  for  in  the  next  preceding  section,  shall 
take  on  board  any  article  or, articles  prohibited  oy 
this  act,  such  vessel  or  boat,  together  with  her  car- 
go, sh  ill  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, agent,  freighter,  or  factors,  master  or  comman- 
der of  such  vessel  or  boat,  shall  moreover  severally 
forfeit  and  pay  a sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel or  boat,  and  of  the  cargo  put  on  board  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  person 
or  persons,  whose  names  do  or  may  appear  as  owner 
or  owners- of  any  ship  or  vessel  either  on  the  certifi- 
cate of  registry,  enrolment,  or  license  of  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  or  if  neither  registered  or  licensed,  on 
the  last  clearance  or  custom-house  documents  issued 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  for  such  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  reputed  as  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all 
penalties  which  may  be  incurred  !•*,  the  owners  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  by  reason  of  any  violation  o f any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided  always,  that 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  release  any  person  or  persons  from  the, payment  of 
any  penalty  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  in 
case  of  any  new,  register  or  license  being  granted 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  or  in  case  of  the 
sale  of  any  ship  or  vessel  neither  registered  or  licen- 
sed, a bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  United 
States  shall,  previous  to  the  granting  any  such  new 
register  or  license,  or  to  recognizing  the  sale  of 
such  vessel  not  registered  or  licensed,  be  required 
by  the  collector,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred 
dollars  of.  each  ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  not,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  contravene  or  infringe  any  of  the  provisions 
thereof : Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained, 
Shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  who  shall  have  a bona-fide  sale 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  the 
United  States,  before  notice  of  this  act  at  such  port 
or  harbor  respectively,  nor  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
who  shall  have  made'  a bona-fide  sale  thereof  before 
notice  of  this  act : And  provided  also,  that  such  bond 
shall  not  release  the  owners  and  master  of  such  hip 
or  vessel,  or  any  other  person  from  the  obligation  of 
giving  every  other  bond  required  by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owner 
or  owners  of  ail  vessels  licensed  for  fisheries,  or  those 
bound  on  a whaling  voyage,  and  having  no  other  car- 
go than  necessary  sea  stores,  salt,  and  the  usual 
fishing  tackling  and  apparel,  shall  give  a general 
bond  in  four  times  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
, that  they  will  not,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
act,  proceed  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  will 
return  with  their  fishing  fare  to  some  port  or  place 
within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  ship 
of  -Yespci  jSha.ll  during  the  continuance  gf  this  act, 


depart  from  any  port  of  the  United  States,  without 
.i  clearance  or  permit,  or  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  proceed  to  a 
foreign  port  or  place,  or  trade  with  or  put  on  board 
of  any  other  ship  or  vessel  any  article  or  articles  pro- 
hibited by  this  act,  such  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares, 
merchandize,  produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,-  shall  be  wholly  forfeited;  and  if  the  same 
shall  not  be  seized,  the  owner  or  owners,  agent, 
freighter  or  factors  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shah, 
for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  equal  to 
double  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
shall  never  thereafter  be  allowed  a credit  for  duties 
on  any  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported  by 
him  or  them  into  any  port  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, as  well  as  all  other  persons  wlio  shall  knowingly 
be  concerned  in  any  such  violation  of  this  act,  shall 
each  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars  for  every  such  offence, 
whether  the  vessel  be  seized  and  condemned  or  not ; 
and  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a term  not  less  than  six 
months,  nor  exceeding  one  year ; and  the  oatli  oi? 
affirmation  of  any  master  or  commander  knowingly, 
offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall 
ever  thereafter  be  inadmissible  before  any  collector 
of  the  customs  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  fo«. 
reign  ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  take  on  board  any  specie,  or  any  goods. 
Wares,  merchandize,  produce  or  provisions,  other 
than  the  provisions  and  sea-stores  necessary  for  the 
voyage,  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  specie  and  car- 
go on  board,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be 
seized  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  competent  jurisdiction : and  every 
persort  concerned  in  such  unlawful  shipment  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  every  shell  offence. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  col* 
lectors  of  all  districts  of  the  United  S-tates  and  the 
territories  thereof  shall,  and  the)'-  are  hereby  audio* 
vised  to  take  into  their  custody  any  specie,  goods, 
wares,  merchandize,  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,  or  live  stock,  found  on  board  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  boat  or  other  water  craft,  when  there  is  reason  * 
to  believe  that  they  are  intended  for  exportation,  or 
when  in  vessels,  carts,  waggons,  sleighs,  or  any  other 
carriage,  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on  their  -way  to- 
wards the  territories  of  a foreign  nation , of  the  vicinity 
thereof  or  towards  a place  whence  such  articles  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported,  or  place  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States  ; and  not  to  per- 
mit such  articles  to  be  removed  until  bond  with  suf- 
ficient sureties  shall  have  been  given  for  the  landing 
or  delivery  of  the  same,  in  some  place  of  the  United 
States,  whence  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there 
shall  not  be  any  danger  of  such  articles  being  export- 
ed or  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  enemies  of  the 
. United  States. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  powers 
given  to  the  collectors  by  this  act,  to  refuse  permis- 
sion to  put  any  cargo  on  board  of  any  vessel,-  boat, 
or  other  water  craft,  to  detain  any  vessel,  or  to  take 
into  their  custody  any  articles  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting violations  of  the  embargo,  shall  be  exer- 
cised in  conformity,  with  such  instructions  as  the 
president  may  give,  and  such  rules  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe for  that  purpose,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  aforesaid  ; which  instructions  and  rules,  the 
collector  shall  be  bound  to  obey.  And  if  any  action 
or  suit  be  brought  against  any  collector  or  other  per-' 
son,  acting  under  the  directions  of,  and  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  genera!  issue,  and  giver 
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this  act  and  the  instructions  and  regulations  of  the] deed  ; and  any  officer  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a 
president  in  evidence  for  his  justification  and  de-  part  dr  share  of  any  of  the  fines,  penalties  or  forfei- 
fence.  And  any  person  aggrieved  by  the  acts  of  any 
collector,  in  either  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  my  file  his 
petition  before  the  district  court  of  the  district 
wherein  the  collector  resides,  stating  the  facts  of 
his  case,  and  thereupon,  after  due  notice  given  to 


lures  aforesaid,  rriay  if  necessary,  bp  » Witness  oil 
the  trial  therefor,  hut  in  such  case  he  shall  not  re« 
ceive  anjr  part  or  share  of  the  said  fine,  penalty  or 
forfeiture,  but  the  part  of  share  to  which  he  would 
otherwise  be  entitled  shall  belong  to  the  United 


the  district  attorney  and  the  collector,  the  said  court  (States, 
may  sumin .inly  hear  and  adjudge  thereupon,  as  law 
and  justice  may  require  ; and  the  judgment  of  said 

court,  and  the  reason  and  facts  whereon  it.  is  ground-  jnot  computed  as 
ed,  shall  he  filed  among  the  records  of  " • 

and  if  restoration  of  the  proper 
in  custody,  or  permission  to  load 
he  decreed,  it  shall  be  upon  the  party’s 


Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  time 
(during  which  the  act  shall  continue  in  force,  shall 
making  part  of  tlie  term  of 


corns  of  said  court ; twejve  calendar  months,  during  which  goods,  ivafea 
*ty  detained  or  taken  ]ot.  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States, 
.d  as  aforesaid,  shall . nlust  5e  exported  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  :•>.  draw* 


j must,  be  expr 

‘b  suf“iback  of  live  duties  paid  on  the  importation  thereof, 
bond  with  sureties  as  is  or  shall  be  required  to  be  . .. 

taken  in  similar  cases  by  the  collector,  and  not  | . °e?*  *6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing 
otherwise;  but  if  the  said  court  shall  adjudge  in  t,i!S  act  contained,  shall  prevent  the  siuling  ot 
against  such  petition,  the  collector  shall  be  entitled  an>'  Pnvate  arn1etl  vessel  duly  commissioned  by  any 
to  treble  costs,  which  shall  be  taxed  for  him,  and  hjreign  power  m amity  with  die  no1 

execution  awarded  accordingly  by  the  court. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  fin*  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for 
that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or 
naval  forces  or  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  territories  thereof,  as  may  be  judged  necessary, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the 


any  vesset  of  the  United  States  duly  commissioned 
bv  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning  let- 
ters of  marque,  prizes, -and  prize  goods,”  passed  the 
twentv-sixtli  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve  : Provided  always  nevertheless , That 
it  shall  be  lawful  for,  and  the  duty  of  all  officers  of 
the  customs  and  revenue  officers  of  the  United- 
States,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined,  to  examine, 
- , ...  . , „ search  and  effectually  ascertain,  the  amount  and 

purpose  ot  preventing  the  illegal , departure  of  any  kim;  of  articies  a]|  a,,c]l  vessels  about  sailing  mav 
ship  or  vessel,  or  of  detaining,  taking  possession  of ,1  have  „„  b(MreI  so  a4  t0  prevent  theil.  tak;„‘„  an'v 
and  keeping  in  custody,  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  jc  or  other  lading.  than  the  stores,  provisions, 
taking  into  custody  and  guarding-  any  specie,  goods,  armament,  furniture  and  equipment,  generally-  pro- 
wares,  merchandize,  produce,  previsions,  naval  or  and  necessary  for  such  ve6seIs. 
military  stores,  or  live  stock,  and  also  tor  the  purpose  | 

of  preventing  and  suppressing  any  armed  or  riotous  $ec-  ^ be  it  further  enacted.  That  wnenever 
assemblage  of  persons,  resisting  the  custom-house  i >t  shall  appear,  on  report  made  to  any  collector  of 
officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  dudes  or  in  any  man-  the  customs,  by  any  officer  of  the  customs,  revenue 


ner  opposing  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  otherwise 
violating  and  assisting  and  abetting  violations  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of 
United  States  to  capture  and  seize  on  the  high  seas 
or  elsewhere,  any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  have 
violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to 
send  the  same  into  any  port  of  the  Uniied  States  for 
adjudication. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act, 
may  be  prosecuted,  sued  fin*,  and  recovered  by 
action  of  debt  or  by  indictment  or  information,  as 
the  case  may  require,  and  if  recovered  in  conse- 
quence of  any  seizure  made  by  the  commander  of 
any  public  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  “An  act  for  the  government  of  the 
navy  ofthe  United  States,”  and  if  in  consequence  of 
any  seizure  made  by  any  private  armed  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  distributed  according  to  the 
rules  prescribed  by  the  “act  concerning  letters  Of 
marque,  prizes  and  prize  goods”  and  the  act  in 
addition  thereto  : and  if  otherwise,  shall  be  distri- 
buted and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  act,*  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
licm  of  duties,  on  imports  and  tonnage,”  passed  tine 
second  day  of  March,  one  thousaud  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
‘in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  “An 
act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  forfei- 
tures, penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned,”  passed  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed  the 
eleventh  8 ay  of  February,  onj  tlipus^nd  eight  hull- 


officer  of  other  person,  that  any  private  armed  vessel 
has  on  board  any  article  or  articles,  whatever,  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  or  cargo  of  any  description, 
intended  for  trade  or  traffic  with  the  enemies  .ofthe 
United  States,  either  directly,  or  intermediately 
through  any  neutral  or  other  person  or  persons,  or 
for  exportation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  cob 
lector,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  seize  all  such 
articles,  goods,  Wares,  merchandise,-  and  cargo  o'f 
every  description,  and  to  have  the  same  landed 
forthwith,  to  be  proceeded  against  as  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
such  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  within 
which  the  said  proceedings  shall  take  place,  to  pro- 
ceed in  due  form  of  law  for  the  condemnation  and 
foi’feiture  of  the  said  articles  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  in  alt 
cases  of  condemnation  as  aforesaid,  the  captain  or 
other  commanding  officer,  and  each  and  every  of  the 
owners  of  such  private  armed  vessels,  shall  be  fined 
in  a sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  each. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  be  in  force  fiom  and  after  the  passing  thereof, 
until  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  un- 
less a cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  they:  de- 
pendencies shall  take  place  before  that  day • in 
which  event,  or  in  any  other  event  that  shall,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  president,  render  the  termination  of 
the  embargo  hereby  imposed  compatible  with  tfip 
public  interest,  the  president  of  the  United  States  i$ 
hereby  authorised  to  declare  by  proclamation, 
this  act  is  W and  have  no  effect, 
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Mr.  Giles’  Letters. 

Observations  on  the  address,  J\o.  1,  of  the  honorable 

IVilliam  H.  Giles — by  a correspondent  of  the  Virgi- 
nia Argus. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  apparent  frankness  and 
sincerity  in  No.  1.  of  Mr.  Giles’  address  to  (he  peo- 
ple of  Virginia,  and  a greul  deal  of  real  artifice.  He 
vindicates  the  purity  of  Mr.  Madison’s  moti'ves,  but 
more  than  insinuates  the  feebleness  of  the  president’s 
conduct.  He  is  willing  io  allow  the  executive  of  the 
On  Led  States  a good  heart , if  he  can  only  persuade 
til*  nation  that  the  chief  magistrate’s  head  is  weafc. — 
This,  to  be  sure,  is  to  u damn  with  faint  praise,”  and 
too  much  to  practise  under  the  auspice  of  a consi 
derabie  name,  the  vcy  art  of  which  Mr.  Giles  com- 
plains as  prevailing  under  “ anonymous  disguises.” 
Our  distinguished  senator  has  very  clearly  demon- 
strated that  he  does  not  think  as  Mi*.  Madison 
thinks,  which,  according  to  a celebrated  writer,  on- 
ly proves  that  Mr.  Madison  does  not  think  as  Mr. 
Giles  thinks.  Hut  whether  the  president  or  the  ho- 
norable senator,  is  rigid , still  remains  for  the  people 
to  determine. 

Mr.  Giles  rests  the  defence  of  his  votes,  upon  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Itussell  as  minister  to  Sweden, 
on  ; wo  points  : frst,  because  the  grade  of  plenipo- 
tentiary, proposed  by  the  president,  did  not  corres- 
pond with  the  grade  of  resident , proposed  by  the 
king  of  Sweden.  And  second,  because  the  president 
declined  revealing  to  the  senate  the  considerations 
"Which  induced  him  at  this  time  to  nominate  a mi- 
nister to  Sweden. 

On  the  first  point,  Mr.  Giles  brings  to  his  aid  va- 
rious reflections,  calculated  to  shew,  that  it  has 
been  hitherto  held  a sacred  maxim,  not  to  increase 
our  diplomatic  agents  m Europe,  especially  among 
the  minor  powers.  But  here  his  argument  runs  into 
contradictions  ; for  he  admits,  in  the  sequel,  that 
the  senate  would  cheerfully  have  voted  for  a minis- 
ter resident,  which  gives  up  the  objection  concerning 
the  extensiop  of  diplomatic  agents,  inasmuch  as  a 
fn  in  is  (er  resident  is  a diplomatic  agent.  Mr.  Giles 
appears  to  have  had  a glimpse  of  this  logical  defect 
in  his  address  No.  1,  and  to  obviate  it  displays,  what 
I am  very  much  surprised  at,  a singular  ignorance  of 
the  qualities  of  different  grades  of  public  ministers. 
Thus,  he  asserts  that  a minister  resident  is  a mere 
minister  of  ceremony  ; whereas  the  very  reverse  is 
the  fact.  A minister  resident  is,  indeed, 'of  less  dig- 
nfty  than  an  ambassador,  or  an  envoy  extraordinary, 
and  perhaps  less  than  a minister  plenipotentiary  • 
not  however,  in  relation  to  real  business,  but  only  in 
relation  to  sovereign  importance.  A minister  resi- 
dent is  always  charged  with  the  affairs  of  his  own 
government  near  the  government  with  whom  he  re- 
sides ; and  a minister  plenipotentiary  is  charged 
with  no  more.  As  to  mere  ceremonial,  the  higher 
diplomatic  dignity  the  more  ceremony.  So  that  if 
it  were  Mr.  Giles*  intention  to  shew  the  king  of 
Sweden  a little  courtesy,  he  ought,  in  conformity 
with  custom,  to  have  voted  for  the  plenipotentiary 
in  preference  to  the  resident  * But  there  is  one 

* In  speaking  on  this  subject,  Vattel  (b.  4,  c.  6 ) 
gives  the  pre-eminence  to  ambassadors , of  which 
grade  of  public  ministers  the  United  States  have 
none.  Of  ministers  resident,  he  says,  “(he  word  re- 
sident formerly  related  only  to  the  continuance' of 
the  ministers  stay,  and  it  is  frequent  in  history  for 
ambassadors  in  ordinary  to  be  styled  only  residents. 
But  since  the  establishment  of  different  orders  of 
ministers,  the  name  of  resident  has  b en  limited  to 
ministers  of  a third  order,  to  the  character  of 
tv  Inch  general  practice  has  annexed  a lesser  degree 


thing  touching  this  extension  of  political  agencies 
abroad  which  he  has  not  considered.  I*  i>  tin:  : to 
have  nominated  a minister  resident  in  Sweden,  would 
have  been  to  have  departed  from  the  usual  practice 
of  the  American  government  in  a more  impoi'ar.t 
particular  than  the  addition  of  one  more  plenipoten- 
tiary to  our  lis1.  Ti  would  have  been  to  commence  a 
new  grade  of  ministers , which  being  of  a character 
to  correpond  with  the  minor  sovereign  dignities  of 
Europe,  would  have  opened  the  door  for  Saxony, 
Westphalia,  Bavaria,  &c.  Etc.  and  have  consequent- 
ly led  the  way  to  that  very  increase  of  ministers 
which  Mr.  Giles  so  strenuously  condemns.  And  then 
to  strengthen  his  deficient  reasoning,  he  draws  our 
attention  tor  the  supposed  little  importance  of  Swe- 
den, to  her  small  influence  with  the  British,  and  to 
the  unstable  policy  of  the  president  in  attempting  to 
seek  peace  through  her  means.  Sweden,  it  is  admit- 
ted, is  a small  kingdom  ; yet,  from  her  peculiar  po- 
sition on  the  Baltic,  from  the  military  reputation  of 
her  crown-prince,  and  the  singular  situation  of  the 
European  stales,  her  friendship  was,  at  the  time 
When  Mr.  Russell  was  nominated,  and  is  even  now* 
of  vast  advantage  to  Great  Britain.  The  best  proof 
of  this  is  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  herself.  We 
have  seen  the  British  ministry  paying  a large  subsidy 
in  money  to  Sweden,  ceding  to  her  the  island  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  offering  violence  to  Denmark  in 
-order  to  gratify  the  crown  prince.  Would  Sweden 
then  have  no  influence  with  Great  Britain  ? I think 
she  should  have  a great  deal.  And  this  influence,  ad- 
ded to  that  of  Russia,  might  have  weighed  with  our 
enemy  loan  effective  purpose.  It  is  not  because  Swe- 
den is  small,  as  to  resources,  that- she  is  insignificant 
The  smallest  things,  in  certain  positions,  are  ex- 
ceedingly consequential  A grain  of  gravel,  which 
we  tread  with  contempt  under  our  feet,  if  located 
in  a certain  way,  will  compel  us  to  confess,  by  ex- 
crutiating  pains,  tliat  every  thing  in  this  world  is 
potent  or  imbecile  according  to  circumstances,' 
and  the  relation  which  it  holds  with  regard  to  other 
things.  But,  then,  again,  the  bistability  of  Mr 
Madison's  policy  ! Seek  peace  through  Sweden  ? — 
What  wickedness  ! There  is  a straw  for  a drowning 
man  to  catch  at!  Inform  me,  Mr.  Giles,  what  is 
the  object  of  this  War?  Peace:  is  it  not?  Peace, 
with  our  rights  secured.  Did  the  president  offer  to 
surrender  those  rights  ? Did  lie  relax  in  military  pre- 
paration ? At  the  very  moment  when  Mr.  Russell 
was  nominated,  was  not  the  war  driven  with  a vigor 
unprecedented  at  any  previous  period  of  its  exist- 
ence ? Ship-building,  on  the  lakes  and  on  the  sea- 
board, and  recruiting,  were  they  not  pushed  with 
ardor  ? Where  was  the  adversary  to  suspect  weak- 
ness in  the  government  ? IIow  was  that  weakness  to 
be  concealed  by  a negative  on  Mr.  Russell  ? Our 
elections,  which  are  the  sole  strength  of  this  govern- 
ment, are  at  all  times  open  ; the  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment are  at  all  times  notorious  ; there  co'uld  be  no- 
thing unknown  to  the  adversary.  Besides,  the  ad- 
ministration had  uniformly  asserted  its  devotion  to 
peace,  its  aversion  to  war.  It  had  invariably  proclaim- 
ed thai  the  dclaration  of  war  was  an  act  of  necessity, 

of  regard.  The  resident  does  not  represent  the 
prince’s  person  in  his  dignity,  but  only  in  his  affairs. 
His  representation  is,  in  reality,  of  the  same  nature 
as  that  of  the  envoy  ; and  he  is  accordingly,  together 
with  the  envoy,  often  lermed  a minister  of  the  se- 
cond order;  and  the  public  ministers  are  distinguish- 
ed only  into  two  classes,  ambassadors  who  have  the 
representative  character,  so  termed  by  way  of  excel- 
lence, and  all  the  ministers  who  are  not  invested 
with  that  eminent  character.  This  is  the  most  ne- 
cessary distinction,  and  indeed  the  only  essential^ 
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and  that  the  moment  Great  Britain  could  be  induced 
to  return  to  a sense  of  justice,  the  war  should  cease. 
These  were  the  avowed  sentiments  of  the  executive. 
There  was,  therefore,  no  degradation  in  seeking 
peace,  on  oar  own  terms,  through  the  proffered  medi- 
ation of  Russia,  nor  any  mark  of  instability  in  culti- 
vating, with  that  view,  the  friendship  of  Sweden. 

With  these  observations  upon  Mr. Giles’  first  point 
of  justification,  I proceed  to  the  second.  On  this  lat- 
ter point  there  is  it  must  be  confessed,  strange  criti- 
cism of  words.  “ Information ,”  Mr.  Giles  asserts, 

relates  exclusively  to  “facts  ” and  tl  considerations'' 
to“  opinions.”  He  admits,  that  Mr.  M idison  tender- 
ed to  the  senate  “ suitable  information ” concerning 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Russell.  But  this  “suitable 
information,”  he  thinks,  would  not  develope  the 
president’s  “ consideration ,”  which  induced  Mr,  Rus- 
sell’s nomination.  It  this  is  not  straining  at  a gnat, 
Heaven  knows  what  is  ! Let  us  examine  this  expli- 
cation of  words.  What  do  we  understand  by  “infor- 
mation ?”  Does  that  sole  word  imply  any  fact  at  all  ? 
Must  it  not  be  connected  with  something  else  to  give 
it  precision  ? And  if  I state  to  you  my  opinions,  do 
I not  inform  you  of  them,  and  is  "t  hat  not  to  give  you 
“information,”  in  relation  to  opinions,  as  accurately 
and  grammatically,  as  if  I gave  you  information  relat- 
ing to  facts  ? How  can  a grave  senator  descend  to 
this  trifling?  Is  it  the  “infirmity  of  nature P”  Or, 
What  is  it  ? 

Yes,  yes,  (quoth  Mr.  Giles,)  but  the  “suitable  in- 
formation” which  the  president  proposed  to  give 
must  he  called  for  by  resolution  ; and  opinions  are 
never  asked  for  in  that  method. 


quired. — The  senatorial  committee  dcclincdit.  They 
would  “commune”  with  the  president  alone:  In 
other  words,  they  would  reduce  the  president  from 
his  constitutional  equality  with  the  senate,  to  a par 
with  a mere  committee  of  the  senate.  This  ■was  m 
the  part  of  the  senatorial  body,  an  attempt  at  usurpa- 
tion of  the  executive  function;  it  was  an  effort  to 
degrade  the  president,  to  lessen  his  dignity,  to  bring 
him,  in  fact,  to  the  feet  of  the  senate  ! In  resisting 
this  attempted  Usurpation,  Mr.  M.uuson  nobly  did 
his  duty  and  will  reap  an  honorable  reward.  I‘  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten,  that  American  liberty  is  the 
effect  of  independence  in  all  the  branches  of  govern- 
ment ; and  that  whatsoever  branch  endeavors  to  en- 
croach upon  another,  must  be  watched  ; and  check- 
ed by  the  voice  of  the  people. 


Legislature  of  North  Carolina. 

The  following  memorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
commons  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  has  been  transmitted 
by  the  hands  of  gen.  Calvin  Jones. 

To  James  Madison,  Esq.  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  memorial  of  the  se?iate  and  house  of 
commons  of  the  general  assembly  of  A'orth  Carolina 
— respectfully  represents, 

That  upon  the  declaration  of  war  by  'die  United 
States  against  Great  Britain,  your  memorialists 
hoped  and  expected  that  measures  would  have  been 
taken  by  the  general  government  to  defend  the  sea 
oast  of  this  state.  In  this  hope  and  in  this 


. . sexpecta- 

Whv,  then  did  notation  we  have  been  disappointed.  His  excellency  the 
the  honorable  Messrs  Wells,  Giles  and  King,  the  se- Urovernor  of  this  state  has  laid  before  ns  his  commu. 
tutorial  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  pre-  nications  with  the  department  of  w.,r  of  the  United 
sident,  meet  Mr.  Monroe,  the  secretary  of  state,  ac- 1 states,  in  which  lie  has  exposed  the  condition  of  our 
cording  to  his  intimation  of  The  23d  of  June  ? By  the  sea-board,  represented  the  points  most  liable  to  at* 
wav  Mr.  Giles  has  omitted  Mr.  Monroe’s  note  of  that  tuck,  suggested  means  of  defence,  and  enforced  the 
date,  which,  being  a very  material  paper,  he  ought  cLims  of  this  state  upon  the  general  government 
to  have  inserted  in  discussing  Mr.  Russell’s  nomina-j  for  protection.  We  regret  that  the  general  govern* 
lion.  If  for  his  own  convenience,  he  “inverts  the  or-iTnent  has  not  given  that  attention  to  those  represen- 
der of  time,”  he  ought  not  to  invert  the  order  of  tat  ions  which  their  importance  merited;  and  this 
facts.  The  omision  looks  suspicious.  In  that  note; regret  is  increased  by  the  consideration  that  a com- 
Mr.  Monroe  says  to  the  committee,  “The  president]  paratively  small  expenditure  of  monev  would  have 
“ has  authorised  me  to  confer  with  you  on  that  [Mr. I placed  North  Carolina  in  a state  of  safety  from  the 
“ Russell’s!  subject,  and  to  communicate  to  you  A AT  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemv.  A due  regard, 
IATFO  JtMA  no  A!  which  \ 01)  ALA)  HE  I)  ESI-  hnwevpi*.  to  th«  interest  of  the  state,  forbids  iis  :inv 


“ ROUS  OF  OBTAIATA'G  FROM  THE  EX- 
“ ECUTJVE.  I will  have  the  honor  to  meet  you, 
“ for  this  purpose,  at  such  place  and  hour  as  you  will 
“ have  the  goodness  to  appoint.”  Here  we  find  that 
the  secretary  of  state,  by  the  president’s  instruc- 
tions, proposes  to  give  to  Messrs.  Wells,  Giles  and 
King,  “any  information”  which  they  might  desire . — 
The  communication  would,  of  course,  have  been 
verbal ; opinions  could  then  have  been  stated,  and 
the  senate  would  thus  have  come  at  the  “considera- 
tions” so  much  desired  by  Mr.  Giles.  But  what  was 
the  course  pursued  by  this  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues ? They  refused,  by  a written  note  to  meet 
Mr.  Monroe  ; they  would  qnly  confer  with  the  presi- 
dent in  person.  This  brings  me  to  the  great  consti- 
tutional question  : The  independence  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government.  In  making  appoint  ments 
the  president  and  senate  are  co-ordinate  : The  presi- 
dent nominates,  the  senate  advise  and  consent.  The 
president,  in  the  business  of  nominations,  is  equal  to 
the  whole  body  of  the  senate.  If  they  appoint  a commit- 
tee to  confer  with  him,  he  may  appoint  a committee 
to  meet  their  committee.  This  would  be  preserving 
the  equality  between  himself  and  the  senate,  as  esta- 
blished by  the  constitution.  Messrs.  Wells,  Giles, 
3.nd  King,  were  the  senatorial  committee  ; Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  the  president’s  committee.  Through  his 
committee  the  president  offered  to  give  “any  infor- 
mation,” of  fact  or  opinion,  which  the  senate  re- 


however, to  the  interest  of  the  state,  forbids  us  any 
longer  to  remain  in  this  uncertainty  and  in  this  inse- 
curity. The  time  has  now  arrived  when  your  memo 
rialists  wash  distinctly  to  understand,  whether  the 
general  government  will  afford  to  them  the  necessa 
ry  protection.  The  enemy  are  off  our  coast  ; We 
know  not  at  what  hour  or  at  what  place  they  may 
Land  and  plunder  our  towns  and  country  on  the  sea- 
board. We  earnestly  request  you,  sir,  without  dc 
lay  to  inform  us  whether  measures  will  be  imme- 
diately taken  for  our  protection.  We  make  this  en- 
quiry thus  early  after  having  assembled  together, 
that  we  may  be  able  during  out  session  to  give  to 
North  Carolina  an  attitude  suited  to  her  population 
and  the  extent  of  her  resources  ; and  to  extend  to 
qur  sea  coast  the  requisite  protection,  should  it  be 
longer  withheld  by  the  general  government.  We  in* 
vite  your  attention  to  the  communications  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  of  this  state  wit  h the  depart- 
ment of  war  of  the  United  States,  and  earnestly  en- 
treat you  to  give  immediate  effect  to  the  inode  o* 
protection  and  defence  therein  pointed  out. 


Legislature  of  Georgia. 

INAUGURATION  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Milledgeville.  A ov  5 ■ 

Twelve  o’clock  this  day  being  set  ap  a-<  for  inau- 
gurating the  governor  elect;  the  president  and  mem* 
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hers  of  the  senate  attended  in  the  representative 
chamber  for  that  purpose,  when  his  excellency  Pe- 
ter Early,*  the  governor  elect,  attended  by  his  late 
excellency  governor  Mitchell,  the  judges  of  thecir- 
cults,  state-house  officers,  and  members  of  congress, 
entered  the  representatives  chamber ; when  the  go- 
vernor elect,  with  his  characteristic  emphatic  eio- 


Tlie  late  elections  in  Pennsylvania  do  not  appear  to  have  I^ec-n 
warmly  contested,  ar.d  the  whole  amount  of  votes  given  is  tar 
short  of  the  number  that  woiild  be  polled,  it  an  activeoppositioii 
existed.  The  real  republican  majority  in  this  state  exceeds  thirty- 
jive  thousand  votes. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA—  813- 
SENATE. 


quence,  delivered  to  both  houses  the  following  ad- 
dress ; the  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  by 
the  honorable  William  Rabun,  the  great  seal  of  the 
Siate  handed  him  by  governor  Mitchell;  and  they 
withdrew. 

■Eel! trot- citizens  of  the  Senate , 

and  House  of  Representatives, 

Called  by  the  voice  of  the  legislature  to  perform 
the  functions  of  the  executive  department  of  this 
government,  I cannot  forbear  from  expressing  to 
you  the  deep  sense  I feel  for  this  proof  of  the  public 
confidence. 

Thp  duties  of  the  station  at  all  times  important  to 
the  community  are  at  the  existing  crisis  peculiarly 
arduous,  delicate  and  interesting.  And  I do  most  de- 
voutly supplicate  heaven  that  nothing  may  be  done 
on  my. part  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  this 
people. 


No. 

I districts.  \ 

Rey.  1 tol 

1. 

City  and  county  of  Philadelphia  - 

2 

2 

2. 

Chester  and  Delaware 

1 

1 

3. 

Bucks 

0 

l 

4. 

Lancaster 

1 

I 

5. 

Berks  and  Schuylkill 

2 

0 

6. 

Dauphin 

X 

0 

7, 

Montgomery  - 

1 

o 

8. 

Northampton,  Wayne,  See.  - 

2 

0 

9. 

Northumberland  and  Luzerne  ... 

2 

o 

10. 

Centre,  Lycoming,  &c.  .... 

1 

0 

ii. 

York  and  Adams  ------ 

1 

I 

12. 

Mifflin  and  Huntingdon  - 

1 

0 

13. 

Cumberland  ------- 

1 

0 

14. 

Bedford,  Somerset,  &c.  . 

1 

0 

15. 

Franklin  - --  --  --  - 

1 

0 

16. 

Westmoreland,  Armstrong,  &c.  - - - 

0 

l 

17. 

Fayette * - - 

1 

0 

18. 

Washington  and  Greene  .... 

2 

0 

19. 

Alleghany,  Beaver,  &c.  - - - - 

2 

0 

20. 

Erie,  Crawford,  &c.  ..... 

1 

0 

24 

T 

The  senators  are  elected  for  four  years— of  the  seven  elected  io 
October  last,  six  are  republicans  and  one  a federalist. 


The  hopes,  the  hob  or,  and  the  happiness  of  our 
bntioh,  >t*e  staked  in  the  contest  with  a most  for- 
midable foe.  In  this  conflict,  the  people  of  Georgia 
have  a feeling  and  interest  inferior  to  that  of  no  part 
of  the  union.  I approach  the  duties  of  the  executive 
department  with  a due  sense  of  their  increased  diffi- 
culty and  of  tlie  high  responsibility  attached  to  the 
trust  and  will  with  sincerity  pursue  that  course  which 
luy  best  judgment  shall  direct.  But  that  judgment 
may  often  err.  Error,  at  all  times  the  portion  of  hu- 
man nature,  will  be  rendered  more  probable  with 
the  increase  of  the  public  difficulties.  The  general 
feelings,  too,  always  keep  pace  with  the  interesting 
Condition  of  public  affairs. 

Permit  me  then  to  ask  of  you  gentlemen  and  of  the 
Community  the  observance  of  a rule  of  justice,  due 
to  all  men  but  peculiarly  important  to  those  in  high 
trusts.  It  is  not  to  condemn  until  the  whole  ground 
qtm  be  viewed. 

There  is  one  consideration  that  ought  to  be  boriie 
in  constant  recollection.  That  species  of  measures 
now  the  most  interesting  to  the  public  mind  must  in 
most  cases  be  undertaken  and  prosecuted  under  the 
iiiction  and  control  of  the  general  government.  ’T;s 
only  in  cases  of  actual  invasion  or  such  imminent 
danger  thereof,  as  Will  not  admit. of  delay,  that  the 
stale  authority  is  at  liberty  to  act  for  itself. 

In  the  arduous  toils  which  lie  before  us,  ’tis  the 
dutv  of  all  to  unite.  Union  amongst  ourselves  will 
rentier  us  formidable  to  our  foe,  and  crown  our  la- 
bors by  the  establishment  of  our  just  rights.  But 
flissentiori  and  feeble  counsels  will  make  us  the 
Sport  of  our  antagonist  and  the  reproach  of  the 
world. 

I will  now  proceed  to  take  the  oath  of  office,  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution. 


Pennsylvania — election-statistics. 

The  following-  very  interesting  tables  to  shew  the  result  of  the  latt 
elections  in  Pennsylvania, .wore  prepared  by  a gentleman  ai 
Harrisburg  to  oblige  the  editor.  We  venture  to  say,  they  are  a< 
entirely  Con-cat  as  things  of  tlie  kind  can  be;  add  will  afford 
much  satssia  :non  m reference  and  remark. 

The  gentleman  iserves— “I  have  only  stated  the  votes  given  to 
the  representatives,  because  they  have  all  been  recently  elected  : 
And  thertfoie  more  fully  express  the  sentiments  of  the  people."' 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES-  Elected  Annually. 


vr 

DISTRICTS. 

Rcpub]  Fed. 
votes.'  votes. 

Repub.  1 
Mcmb.\ 

Fed: 

Mendfft 

1 

City  of  Philadelphia  - * 

3,143 

2,654 

5 

0 

2 

County  of  Philadelphia 

3,524 

1.739 

6 

0 

3 

Bucks  - 

2,407 

3,011 

4 

O 

4 

Chester  - 

2,937 

2.787 

5 

Q 

5 

Lancaster  - 

2,377 

2,483 

0 

6 

6 

York  - - - - - 

1,682 

811 

4 

O 

7 

Cumberland*  - 

1,987 

no  tic. 

3 

0 

,8 

Berks  and  Schuylkill 

3,149 

ditto 

5 

0 

9 

Northampton,  AVayne,  &c.  « - 

3,549 

ditto 

c 

0 

10 

Northumberland,  See. 

1,963 

ditto 

4 

0 

11 

Washington  - - - - 

1,737 

ditto 

4 

0 

12 

Armstrong  and  Indiana  - 

349 

463 

0 

1 

13 

Westmoreland  - - - 

1,780 

883 

3 

0 

14 

Fayette  ----- 

977 

none 

3 

0 

15 

Bedford  - - - - - 

1,420 

448 

2 

0 

16 

Franklin  - 

1.396 

700 

3 

6 

17 

Montgomery 

2,43,9 

1,381 

4 

0 

18 

Dauphin,  &e.  - 

2,475 

338 

3 

0 

39 

Luzerne,  &c.  - 

was 

1,010 

2 

0 

20 

Huntingdon  - 

869 

751 

, 2 

0 

21 

BeavtT  - - - - 

600 

Hone 

1 

Q 

22 

Alleganv  and  Butler 

1,800 

1,279 

4 

0 

23 

Mifflin  ‘ 

656 

none 

2 

0 

24 

Delaware  - 

754 

991 

0 

2 

25 

Somerset,  &c 

1.083 

311 

2 

a. 

26 

Lycbi>>iiig:  - 

1,168 

none 

2 

0 

27 

Greene  - - - - - 

428 

none 

1 

0 

28 

Adams  ----- 

473 

1,246 

0 

2 

29 

Centre  - - - - - 

600 

none 

1 

0 

30 

Erie,  Crawford,  &e. 

637 

none 

2 

0 

31 

Mercer  and  Venango 

653 

none 

2 

0 

50,278 

22,293 

84 

11 

* In  tliis  and  several  other  counties  tuw  republican  tickets  were 
run  by  which  the  aggregate  republican  majority  is  greatly  reduced^ 


REPRESENTATION  IN  THE  THIRTEENTH  OONGJlESS. 


No.  I 

| DISTRICTS. 

1 Hep. 

I Fed 

1. 

City  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  county  of? 
Delaware  -------  5 

<} 

0 

2. 

Counties  of  Chester  and  Montgomery  - 

2 

0 

3. 

Lancaster  and  Dauphin  .... 

2 

0 

4. 

1 

d 

5. 

Cumberland,  Frankiin  and  Adams 

2 

0 

6. 

Bucks,  Northampton  and  Wayne  - 

2 

0 

7. 

Berks  and  Schuylkill  - 

1 

0 

8. 

Bedford,  Somerset  and  Cambria  - •• 

1 

0 

9. 

Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  &c.  - - 

1 

0 

10. 

Northumberland,  Luzerne,  See.  ... 

2 

0 

11. 

Westmoreland,  Armstrong,  See.  - 

1 

0 

12. 

Washington  ------- 

1 

0 

13. 

Fayette  and  Greene  - - - * - 

1 

6 

14. 

Allegany  and  Butler  - - * - 

1 

0 

15. 

Beaver,  Mercer,  Erie,  fkc.  - • • 

1 

23 

0 

0 

Senators  of  the  United  States,  two  republicans. 
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T»an1nn<r  ranitnl  of  Npw  York  I Terrified  by  his  manner,  made  desperate  by  her  si' 

CcipLlcll  Ul  L\v  ^ 1 Oiiv,  J tuition,  yet  determined  to  yield  her  life  rather  than 

supplementary  to  page  245.  submit  to  his  wishes,  she  yet  had  courage  enough 

T he  Albany  Argus  of  the  14th,  has  the  following)  to  devise  a scheme  for  her  escape  wh.ch  she  carried 


list  of  intended  applications  to  the  legislature  for 
new  barking’  companies.  The  mania  is  truly  alarm- 
ing— though,  perhaps,  the  establishment  of  some  of 
£hem  may  be  expedient. 

AT  NEW-TORK. 


Style. 

Coal  Company, 

Commission  company, 

P tent  cloth  man.  company. 
Grocers’  B «nk. 

Millers’  Bank, 

North  River  Bank 


Capital. 
$ 1,250,000 

1.400.000 

1.250.000 
1,250,000 
1,250,000 
1,000,000 

Vermont  mining  and  smelting  7 i oqq  ' qo 

company,  3 ’ 5 


-8,350,000 


AT  ALBANY. 

Merchants*  Bank,  1,000,600 

Commercial  Bank,  1,200,000 

North  River  Bank,  1,200,000 

3,400,000 

Merchants  and  Mechanics,  400,000 
1,250,000 

Montgomery  Bank,  250,000 

Bank  of  Otsego,  (say)  250,000 

Western  District  Bank,  300,060 


Schenectady , 

Utica , 
Johnstown, 
Coopersioion , 
Auburn. 
Canandaigua , 
Geneva , 
Oxford, 


(sav)  400,000 
400,000 
(say)  250,000 


Aggregate  capital, 


$ 15,250,000 


Female  Heroism. 

On  reading  the  following,  we  could  not  refrain  from 

exclam  i'e- Would  that  such  had  been  the  fate 

of  the  British  monste  s at  Hampton  ! 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. — The  following  sin- 
gular achievment  occurred  in  this  neighborhood  a 
few  nights  since.  We  record  it  as  an  example  of  that 
h:  pp\  presence  of  m ind  and  resolution  in  the  weaker 
sex,  which  are  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  heroine  of  this  story  is  the  wife  of  a militia 
man,  who  is  now  serving  his  tour  of  duty  at  Norfolk. 
They  are  poor  but  respectable  persons,’ who  live  in 
the  county  of  Hanover,  about  10  or  12  miles  from 
this  city.  Their  house  is  near  the  farm  of  a Mr. 
Bootwright : it  is  small,  and  has  but  a single  room  to 
it- — ‘ The  woman  fs  a mother,  with  an  infant  about  4 
months  old.  A few  nights  since  she  had  retired  to 
bed,  lonely  and  unprotected,  with  no  one  but  her 
sleeping  infant  beside  her.  The  night  was  dark  and 
rainy — the  feeble  light  of  the  fire  alone  glimmered 
in  the  room.  Amidst  such  a scene,  so  cheerless  and 
full  of  gloom,  so  well  calculated  to  excite  the  fears 
of  women,  she  was  disturbed  by  a sudden  r.<p  at  the 
door.  She  asked,  who  was  there  ? A gruff  and  au- 
thoritative voice  demanded  an  entrance.  She  again 
enquired  the  name  of  the  intruder.  The  person  with- 
out replied,  that  if  she  did  riot  open  the  door  imme- 
diately, he  would  break  it  open.  She  begged  him  to 
w.  it  for  a moment  and  she  would  let  him  in.  Having 
huddled  on  a few  clothes  and  thrown  some  light 
wood  ujion  the  fire,  she  opened  the  door  and  was 
surprised  to  find  a negro,  a man,  a slave  of  her  neigh- 
bor Mr.  Bootwright’s  !.  She  demanded  of  him  what 
he  wanted,  lie.  informed  her  with  an  authoritative 
air,  that  he  had  come  to  sleep  with  her.  Being  ac- 
quainted with  the  fellow,  she  replied  with  more  con- 
fidence than  she  could  otherwise  have  assumed,  that 
he  must  be  drunk  and  out  of  his  senses.  “None  of 
your  airs  [replied  the  ruffian]  my  mind  is  made  up,  1 
>sleeP  that  bed  to-night,  or  take  your  Ufe.”~r 


into  instant  execution.  Looking  down  at  his  feet,  she 
discovered  i>mt  they  were  muddy — “Why  [said  slu] 
you  cannot  think  to  sleep  in  my  bed  With  such  irt-l 
as  these* — you  must  wash  them.”  The  fellow  think- 
ing himself  on  the  eve  of  accomplishing  his  wishes, 
v<  ry  readily  assented  to  the  terms — and  she  pouring 
some  water  in  a noggin,  seated  him  in  a chair  on  the 
hearth,  with  Ills  back  towards  the  rest  of  the  room. 
Stepping  back,  she  seized  an  axe  which  lay  on  a ta- 
ble near  the  door,  and  ere  ihe  splashing  of  the  water 
over  his  feet  permitted  him  to  suspect  her  intentions, 
she  whirled  the  axe  with  such  tremendous  effect 
upon  his  skull,  that  lie  fell  dead  from  his  seat.  She 
caught  up  her  child,  rushed  out  of  the  house,  and 
made  the  b-  st  of  her  way  through  the  rain  and  gloom 
of  the  night  to  her  neighbor  Mr.  Bootwright.  To 
him  she  disclosed  the  terrific  events  which  had  just 
transpired:  when  he  replied  in  a manner  that  does 
him  credit,  “that  he  was  sorry  to  lose  such  a fellow  ; 
but,  that  so  far  from  blaming  her,  he  commended  the 
spirit  which  she  had  exhibited  in  the  defence  of  her 
virtue .”  Persons  were  immediately  sent  to  the  scene 
of  these  transactions,  when  the  evidences  of  her  1 •- 
roism  were  placed  before  them.  So  effectual  was  the 
blow  he  had  received,  so  powerfully  had  her  arm, 
nerved  by  desperation  and  terror,  fallen  upon  his 
skull,  that  in  the  aot  of  tumbling  into  the  hearth 
from  his  stooping  posture,  his  brains  had  fallen  from 
their  cavity  into  the  noggin  between  his  feet, 

We  learn  (says  the  Enquirer)  that  name  of  the 
female,  whose  courage  saved  her  from  the  grasp  of 
the  ravisher,  is  Mrs.  Bowles — and  that  the  executive 
council  taking  into  consideration  the  following  letter 
from  the  mayor  of  this  city,  have  unanimously  take!! 
such  measures  as  they  have  deemed  most  proper  for 
procuring,  if  possible,  the  discharge  of  her  husband 
from  service  at  Norfolk  : 

C'o/iy  of  a letter  to  the  honorable  the  chief  magistrate 
and  executive  of  the  state. 

City  of  Richmond,  Mayor’s  o/Iice,  15th  Dec.  1313. 

JWost  respectable  sirs — Never  was  the  omnipotent 
hand  of  the  Most  High,  1 am  convinced,  more  signal- 
ly extended,  than  it  has  recently  been  in  the  rescue  of 
a forlorn,  helpless  female,  from  the  fell  designs  of  a 
fiend  ! a monster  in  human  shape  ! ! Iler  mind  in  a 
moment  endued  with  power ; and  her  arm  nerved 
with  supernatural  strength  ; she  has  performed  an 
act  of  prowess,  the  remembrance  of  which  will  be 
deeply  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  all  her  contempo 
raries,  and  by  the  historian  handed  down  to  the  latest, 
posterity  The  Enquirer  of  this  morning  gives  the 
recital ! None  can  read  it  without  emotions,  that  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  describe  ! — Suffice  it  to  say; 
that  the  heroine  is  poor*  forlorn  and  destitute — that 
her  husband  is  far  from  her,  fighting  the  battles  of 
his  country.  That  she  at  this  awful  crisis,  needs 
more  than  ever,  conjugal  solace.  Can  it  be  afforded 
her  ? 1 presume  not  to  dictate.  But  if  the  ciroimi* 

stance,  with  the  weight,  that  jour  honorable  body 
could  give  to  it,  was  communicated  to  the  command- 
er under  tvhose  banners  he  is  enrolled,  is  it  not  pre-~ 
sumable,  that  his  discharge  might  t*e  obtained  ? If 
a substitute  was  required,  I unhesitatingly  say,  one 
might  be  instantly  procured.  As  an  individual,  who 
under  the  mild  influence  of  our  government  enjoys 
the  privilege  of  free  communication  with  his  supe- 
riors; conjoined  with  the  office  I hold  by  the  will 
of  my  fellow  citizens,  I am  emboldened  tints  to  acA 
dress  you,  and  with  the  highest  respect,  sub-crib# 
myself  your  most  obedient. 

RO,  fcREENKOW,  Mayo?-  ‘ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

A letter  from  Halifax  announces  a fact  that  We 
are  very  sorry  for  ; it  says  that  all  the  vessels  of  war 
that  were  driven  ashore  by  the  gale,  had  been  got 
oft ; but  many  of  them  much  damaged. 

The  French  vessels,  when  they  come  in  contact 
with  the  British,  are  desperate,  since  our  tars  taught 
them  that  Britovs  may  be  beaten,  The  French  pri- 
vateer Reynard,  of  14  g'uns  and  60  men,  lately  en- 
countered^ a British  sloop  of  war  of  22  guns,  and 
after  a dreadful  hattle  sunk  her.  The  fight  was  in 
the  English  channel.  The  vessels  lay  “muzzle  to 
muzzle”  for  several  broad-sides.  The  French  had  6 
killed  and  40  wounded,  only  14  escaping'  unhurt ; 
but  the  English  vessel  wrent  dowui  so  quickly  that 
not  one  of  her  crew  was  saved  ! 

Cotton  was  sold  in  Baltimore  last  week  for  40 
cents  per  pound  by  the  quantity.  It  has  been  sold  at 
that  price  in  Philadelphia.  The  home  demand  is 
monstrous;  but  this  price  is  too  great.  Within  four 
or  fiyg  days  after  it  fell  10  to  15  cents  per  pound. 

foreign  commodities. — The  great  speculations 
that  have  lately  been  made  in  sugar,  cofee,  tea,  and 
many  other  articles  of  foreign  produce,  has  induced 
one  of  the  Philadelphia,  editors  to  propose  non  con- 
sumption associations.  It  is  probable  that  more  goods 
have  been  bought  and  sold  in  our  cities  within  the 
last  two  weeks  than  for  the  whole  period  of  the 
present  year!  The  gambling  is  high  ; and  immense 
sitms  will  be  won  or  lost.  It  appears  to  extend  from 
one  end  of  the  union  to  the  other.  The  price  of 
these  goods  is  amazingly  enhanced.  Many  bank- 
ruptcies may  be  expected  from  this  wild  business. 

Florida.— Two  British  sloops  of  war,  having  un- 
der convoy  a very  valuable  ship  laden  with  dry 
goods,  &c.  passed  Havana,  November  i,  from  New- 
Providenoe  bound  to  Pensacola. 

honor  to  the  BRAVE, — The  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  voted  the  thanks  of  that  common- 
wealth to  captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  of  the  state 
of  Rhode-Island,  with  a gold  medal— to  “rnaster- 
commandant  Jesse  D.  Elliot,  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a like  medal “and  to  those  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  who  gallantly  volunteered  on 
board  the  American  squadron  on  lake  Erie,”  a “sil- 
ver medal  of  the  weight  of  two  dollars,  with  each 
persons  name  thereon,  and  emblematically  furnished 
jn  such  manner  as  the  governor  shall  direct,”  for  the 
victory  obtained  on  that  lake  “that  has  no  parallel 
in  the  history  of  naval  engagements  ” These  resolu- 
tions passed  unanimously. 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  have  also  unanimously 
voted  the  thanks  of  that  state  to  commodore  Perry, 
Ills  officers  and  their  crews,  for  the  victory  on  Erie. 

If  in  titles  and  sinecures,  things  unknown  to  the 
republic , we  cannot  rival  a monarchy  in  rewarding 
our  defenders,  there  is  a glow  of  honest  patriotic 
^gratitude,  that  must  be  more  pleasant  to  the  noble 
mind,  than  any  favor  that  a knave  or  a fool  can  bestow. 

infamous  traitors. — It  is  a matter  of  fact,  that 
the  British  squadron  off  New  London  had  informa- 
tion of  the  departure  of  commodore  Rodgers,  in 
less  than  twelve  hours  after  he  sailed.  It  is  a matter 
of  fact,  that  a few  days  ago,  when  it  was  believed  at 
New -London,  Decatur’s  squadron  would  put  to  sea 
during  the  night,  that  blue  lights  were  raised  on  the 
heights  round  that  town;  evidently  designed  as  sig- 
nals to  the  British  fleet ! 

The  southern  Indians. — The  Tennessee  papers 
contain  a “talk”  of  Mussulatubla,  one  of  the  most 
considerable  of  the  Choctaws,  in  which  he  urges  a 
supply  of  ammunition  and  arms  that  he  may  march 
against  the  Creeks ; who,  he  says,  have  violated  the 


treaty  of  peace  and  ought  to  be  chastised.  Ills  re- 
quest was  partly  complied  with.  The  Chickisaws 
had  been  charged  with  the  murder  of  certain  white 
persons ; through  their  interpreter,  they  most  earn- 
estly disavow  the  accusation,  saying  it  was  done  by 
the  Creeks.  They  are  willing  to  give  any  proof  that 
may  be  required  of  them,  of  their  attachment  to 
the  United  Stales ; and  have  marched  against  the 
hostile  Indians.  A Nashville  paper  of  the  30th  lilt 
says — A flag  arrived  at  head-quarters  on  the  17th, 
from  the  Ilillooby  town,  suing  for  peace — offering 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and,  never  again  to  go  to 
war  with  the  United  States  ; nor  commit  any  depre- 
dations on  either  the  persons  or  properly  of  qur  citi- 
zens, and  to  accept  of  any  conditions  gen.  Jackson 
might  demand.  The  general  answered,  we  learn* 
“that  if  they  would  give  up  all  the  prisoners  they 
had  taken  of  the  friendly  party  of  Indians,  and 
their  property  ; all  those,  of  their  town  who  were 
at  fort  Mims,  and  those  who  have  been  concerned 
in  committing  depredations  on  our  frontiers,  and 
would  join  him  when  he  got  to  their  town  (if  he  re- 
quired it)  in  chastising  those  who  remain  hostile,  lie 
would  take  them  under  his  protection.” 

This  is  one  of  the  towns  whose  warriors  were  in 
the  battle  of  Talledega.  Every  man  of  them  was 
either  killed  or  wounded,  who  was  in  the  battle  and 
six  of  the  wounded  have  since  died.” 

The  key  stone. — The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
has  passed  an  act  for  the  immediate  payment  of  that 
State’s  quota  of  the  United  States’  direct  tax.  Against 
it,  in,  the  house  of  representatives,  two  votes ; in 
the  senate,,  one  vote. ! 

Forgery. — The  Jilbany  Register  informs  us  that 
some  persons  near  the  frontiers  have  extensively 
forged  the  British  army  bills , and  passed  them  to  a 
considerable  amount  to  the  Canadian  merchants. — 
This  is  “returning  the  compliment for  most  of 
the  floods  of  counterfeited  bank  notes  that  have  oc- 
casionally inundated  the  eastern  states  issued  from 
the  British  possessions.  It  is.  the  specidation  of  in- 
dividuals ; and  though  individuals,  or  even  the  go- 
vernment may  embark  in  this  commerce  without  vio- 
lating British  “ morality or  “religion,”  or  “ magnavi - 
mity,”  we  hope  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
stop  the  dishonorable  proceeding.  There  is  nothing 
more  notorious  than  that  the  British  counterfeited 
our  “continental  money”  during  the  revolution' ; and 
“his  majesty’s ” ships  carried  an  immense  quantity  of 
forged  paper  with  them  in  the  infamous  Quiberoon 
expedition,  in  1795,  purporting  to  be  assignats  of 
France,  with  a view  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  cir- 
culating currency.  Latterly,  all  sorts  of  America?}, 
official  papers  were  counterfeited  and  publicly  sold 
in  London , under  the  immediate  protection  of  the 
government ; — yet,  we  trust  that  forgery  and  confla- 
gration ; negro,  stealing,  and  all  sorts  of  Cockburn- 
plundering ; the  murder  of  prisoners , and  assassina- 
tion of  women  and  children,  by  while  or  red  savages; 
ravishment  and  t lie  robbery  of  churches,  will  never  be 
returned,  “like  for  like”  by  the  American  people  or 
government.  Let  these  things  characterise  the  na- 
tion that  has  been  ridiculously  called  the  “Bulzoark 
of  the  religion  we  possess .” 

Smuggling. — We  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  some 
very  valuable  seizures  have  lately  been  made  at  New 
Fork , by  the  officers  of  the  customs, 

MILITARY. 

Wilkinson’s  army,  we  are  told  in  the  Albany  Argus , 
are  in  comfortable  quarters  at  Salmon  River  (French 
Mills)  with  an  abundance  of  every  thing.  The  18 
months  men  have  re-enlisted,  almost  without  an  ex- 
ception. It  was  thought  the  British  might  attack 
tlie  post ; but  no  apprehension  was  entertained  of 
the  result.  A citizen  of  New- York  was  apprehend 
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£<1,  suspected  of  having'  put  up  at  the  camp  < he  i . j in  the  navy  or  army  of  the  enemy,  or  masters,  or  first 
' ’ n ' lieutenants,  or  mates  of  private  armed  vessels  or 

merchantmen,  or  non-combattants,  according  to  the 
second  articles  of  the  cartel,  closely  confined  or 
guarded,  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  escapes.  Those 


lowing  placard,  addressed,  **To  the  American  army 
at  Salmon  River.” 

“Notice. — All  American  soldiers  who  are  willing 
to  quit  the  unnatural  war  in  which  they  are  at  pre- 
sent engaged,  will  receive,  at  the  British  outposts,  of  the  description  enumerated  not  to  be  confined, 
the  arrears  due  to  them  by  the  American  government,  you  will  parole  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  fourth 
to  the  extent  of  five  months’  pay.  No  man  shall  be  I article  of  the  cartel,  to  remain  at,  or  in  the  imrne- 
required  to  serve  against  his  own  country.”  j dialc  vicinity  of  your  port,  until  placed  in  charge  of 

iiountt  ox  Mauitime  i>uisox£RS*of  war.  j the  marshal. 

Circular  from  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  to  In  the  expenditure  of  money,  which  it  may  be  ne- 
the  collectors  of  the* United  States.  jeessary  for  you  to  make  under  these  instructions,  it 

Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners 
Washington,  November  30th , 1813. 


Srn — By  an  act  of  congress,  passed  on  the  2d  day 
of  August  last,  it  has  been  provided,  that  a bounty 
of  twenty-five  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  commissioned  as  letters  of  marque 


for  every  prisoner  of  war  by  them  captured,  brought ! ^ 
in,  and  delivered  at  a port  in  the  United  States,  to1 
an  agent  authorised  to  receive  them. 

In  order  to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  with  the 
proper  security  to  the  public  interest,  and  as  much 
convenience  to  the  citizens  concerned  as  can  be 
afforded,  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels,  and 
masters  of  vessels,  sent  in  with  prisoners  by  them, 
are  in  all  cases  required  on  their  arrival  in  a port  of 
the  United  States,  to  make  a report  to  the  collector, 
of  the  prisoners  they?  may  have  brought  in,  before 
landing  them,  in  the  form  enclosed.  To  render  the 
compliance  with  this  necessary  formality  more  cer- 
tain, you  will  furnish  a copy  of  these  instructions  to 
each  commander  of  the  private  armed  \essels  which 
may  be  commissioned  at,  or  sail  from  your  port ; 
and  you  will  give  notice  to  the  master  of  each  ves- 
sel bringing  in  prisoners  so  captured,  immediately 
on  their  arrival  in  your  port,  of  what  is  required  of 
them,  and  will  furnish  hirn  with  the  form. 

So  soon  as  the  report  is  made,  you  will  give  notice 
to  the  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  of  the  United 
^States,  if  there  be  one  resident  at,  or  immediately 
near  the  port  in  which  such  vessel  may  come,  of  the 
arrival  of  the  prisoners.  He  will  be  instructed  to  act 
in  concert  with  you,  and  to  take  charge  of  them. — 
You  will  direct  the  prisoners  then  to  be  landed,  and 
will  verify  the  report  of  the  master  or  commander, 
with  the'  marshal  or  deputy  marshal,  and  when 
found  right,  direct  the  prisoners,  forthwith,  to  be 
delivered  to  him.  You  will  so  certify  the  report  on 
four  copies,  and  the  marshal  will  add  to  each  his 
receipt  for  the  prisoners.  One  of  these  reports  is  to 
be  filed  in  your  custom-house,  two  to  be  transmitted 
to  this  office,  by  the  first  mail,  and  one  to  be  left 
with  the  commander  or  master  of  the  Vessel  deli- 
vering the  prisoners,  for  the  use  of  the  owners  or 
agent  of  the  vessel,  by  which  the  prisoners  were 
captured,  in  making  the  claim  for  the  bounty  at 
the  treasury. 

If  there  be  no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  imme- 
diately near  your  port,  you  are  in  such  cases,  re- 
quested to  proceed  of  yoursslf,  to  verify,  certify  and 
dispose  of  the  report,  in  the  manner  herein  before 
directed,  adding  to  each  your  own  receipt  for  the 
prisoners,  and  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the  time 
being,  giving  immediate  information  to  the  nearest 
jnarshal  or  deputy  marshal  of  their  number  and  ge- 
neral description,  and  calling  on  him  to  send  for, 
and  receive  them,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

During  the  time  that  such  prisoners  may  be  in 
your  charge,  you  are  requested  to  furnish  them  with 
subsistence  as  provided  for  by  the  cartel  of  the  12th 


is  expected,  that  you  will  use  all  practicable  eco- 
nomy, and  you  will  transmit  your  accounts,  sup- 
ported by  the  proper  vouchers,  for  payment  to  this 
office. 

I enclose,  sir,  for  j’our  information,  a copy  of  the 
instructions  to  the  marshals,  touching  the  subject 
of  this  letter,  and  copies  of  the  form  of  the 


of  May  last,  in  the  most  economical  manner  in  your 

power,  and  to  have  all,  who  are  not  commissioned  formerly  belonged  to  the  said  brig  Margaret 
officers,  midshipmen,  masters,  or  masters  mates, [likewise  with  James  Ing-leson,  bclo 


You  will  please  to  observe,  sir,  that  it  is  intended 
to  pay  the  bounty  on  all  prisoners  so  taken  and 
brought  in,  who  are  in  the  public  service  of  the  ene- 
my or  found  on  board  their  private  armed  or  mer- 
chant vessels,  except  those  of  the  description  de- 
signated as  non-conibattants  by  the  second  article 
of  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May,  heretofoife  furnished 
you.  You  will  therefore  be  careful  to  have  described 
in  the  report,  against  the  name  of  each  person,  in  the 
column  headed — Rank  or  Quality — their  particular 
character,  on  board  the  captured  or  re -captured 
vessel,  on  which  they  were  found. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant.  * J.  MASON. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Cat  heart,  the  United 
States ’ consul  at  Madeira,  dated 

Madeira,  August  1SI3. 

“Inclosed  is  the  affidavit  of  Jofin  Green,  who 
escaped  as  it  were  miraculously  from  British  ty- 
ranny ; his  two  companions  were  drowned.  It  would 
be  an  act  of  humanity  to  inform  their  friends  of  their 
cruel  fate  through  the  medium  of  the  public  prints.** 
Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America 
at  Madeira. 

I,  James  Leaxder  Cathcaiit,  Esquire,  consul  and 
navy  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 
island  of  Madeira  and  its  dependencies,  do  hereby 
certify  and  attest,  that  on  tiie  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Green,  a native 
of  East-Port,  Massachusetts,  who  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Hoi)'  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  solemnly 
deposed,  that  in  the  month  of  January,  A.  D.  1813, 
he  shipped  in  Portland,  Massachusetts,  on  board 
the  brig  Margaret,  James  Scoffiekl,  master,  of  said 
place,  bound  as  he  supposed  to  St.  Bartholomews, 
with  a cargo  of  boards  and  hoop-poles;  but  that  the 
captain  carried  the  vessel  into  Point  Petre,  Guada- 
loupe,  where  the  cargo  was  sold  and  molasses  taken 
on  board,  when  they  were  given  to  understand  that 
the  vessel  was  seized,  and  that  they  must  either  go 
to  prison  or  ship  on  board  the  British  merchant  ship 
Caroline,  Goadley,  master,  bound  to  London,  who 
wanted  hands;  they  preferred  the  latter,  and  on  their 
voyage  put  into  Plymouth,  England,  with  contrary 
winds,  and  all,  though  they  had  all  regular  protec- 
tions, were  pressed  on  board  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
ship  the  Superb,  of  74  guns,  the  lion.  James  Pagett, 
commander,  in  the  month  of  June,  1813,  and  being 
on  a cruize,  they  anchored  in  Funchal  roads  on  tiie 
27th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1813,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
same  day,  he,  the  said  John  Green,  in  company  with. 
James  Moses,  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  who 

and 

nging  formeviyf 
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to  the  brig  Experiment,  of  Portland,  James  Rodgers,, 
master,  both  vessels  being  owned  by  tlie  same  mer- 
chant in  Portland,  and  both  taken  under  the  samel 
circumstances  at  Guadaloupe,  did  attempt  to  swim  j 
on  shore  from  the  said  British  ship  of  war  Superb, 
leaving  on  board  said  ship,  Daniel  Bonneli,  of  East- 
Port,  Massachusetts,  who  could  not  swim  ; that 
being  discovered  the  sentinels  fired  at  them  several 
times,  and  that  two  boats  were  sent  after  them,  but 
that  they  escaped  their  search,  but  being  long  in  the 
water,  James  Moses  and  James  Ingleson,  being  both 
exhausted,  sunk  before  they  reached  the  shore  and 
were  both  drowned  ; and  that  lie,  John  Green,  readi- 
ed the  shore  with  great  difficulty,  after  having  been 
about  six  hours  in  the  water;  that  he  lay  upon  the 
rocks  until  humanely  assisted  next  morning  by  an 
Italian  who  belonged  to  the  theatre,  who  had  him 
carried  in  a palanquin  to  the  American  consul’s 
house  in  Funchal,  who  immediately  sent  him  to  the 
hospital,  where  he  remained  until  he  recovered,  and 
was  then  lodged  in  comfortable  quarters,  with  other 
distressed  seamen,  until  an  opportunity  offers  to  send 
Jiim  home  to  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  of  the  truth  thereof,  I have  hereunto 
subsc  ibed  my  name  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office 
at  the  city  of  Funchal,  island  of  Madeira,  this 
tenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and 
of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  thirty-fifth. 

JAMES  LEANDER  CAT  HO  ART. 

FROM  THE  WOW  YORK  GAZETTE. 

Jressrs.  Lung  and  Turner — I have  noticed,  with  no 
little  regret,  repeated  misrepresentations  in  the 
American  newspapers,  of  the  treatment  American 
prisoners  receive  in  his  majesty’s  dominions.  In 
some  instances,  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing they  were  inconsistent  with  truth,  and  I have 
reason  to  believe  they  are  generally  incorrect. 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  American  prisoners  do  not 
receive  the  allowance  of  provisions  agreed  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  be  delivered,  and  that  this 
government  remain  uninformed  of  it ; or  that  it  would 
remain  ah  unconcerned  spectator  of  the  deprivation 
in  the  allowance  and  abuse  in  the  quality  of  the  pro- 
visions stipulated  to  be  delivered  to  their  citizens 
when  prisoners  ? I feel  assured  that  general  Mason, 
•the  American  commissary  general  for  prisoners, 
would,  did  he  know,  or  even  suspect  injustice  was 
done  to  American  prisoners,  without  delay,  repre- 
sent it  to  me  for  correction.  The  American  agents 
in  London,  Quebec,  Halifax,  &c.  have  certainly  the 
best  opportunities  of  knowing  in  what  manner  the 
prisoners  under  their  care  have  been  treated  ; I still 
have  not  been  informed,  that  any  of  them  have  made 
complain  ts. 

In  your  Gazette  of  Saturday,  you  published  a 
statement  under  oath,  made  bv  Mr.  Abraham  Wai- 
ter, in  which  lie  deposes — “That  all  that  was  allowed 
to  American  prisoners,  on  board  the  prison  ship,  was 
daily  one  pound  of  old  wormy  bread,  which  the  in- 
habitants declared  had  been  twice  to  the  West  In- 
ches, and  condemned  for  spoiled  bread,  and  one  half 
pound  of  exceeding  bad  meat,  which  in  almost  any 
other  situation,  would  be  absolutely  not  eatable  ; no 
liquors,  no  soap,  no  candles,  and  none  of  the  other 
comforts  of  life  ; and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  all 
the  prisoners,  that  many  of  them  had  actually  starv- 
ed to  death,  not  being  able  to  eat  the. provisions.” 

It  can  be  proved  that  the  American  prisoners  in 
Quebec,  and  in  the  other  British  colonies,  invariably 
receive  the  same  quality  of  provisions,  issued  to  hr 
majesty’s  army  or  navy.  This  it  is  supposed  ough. 
to  satisfy  any  reasonable  person.  If  the  quality  o 
the  bread  and  meat,  and  the  quantity  of  t he  latter 


were  such  as  Mr.  Walter  represents,  col.  Gardner* 
the  American  agent  at  Quebec,  ought  to  have  re- 
monstrated, and  if  not  remedied,  to  have  reported 
the  facts  to  his  government.  By  tiie  7th  article  of 
the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May,  1813,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed, 
“that  the  prisoners  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  govern- 
ment in  whose  possession  they  may  be,*  with  a sub- 
sistence of  sound  and  wholesome  provisions,  con- 
sisting of  one  pound  of  beef,  or  twelve  ounces  of 
pork,  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread,  a quarter  of  a 
pint  of  peas,  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or  a pound  of 
potatoes  per  day  to  each  man.”  Under  this  article 
the  British  government  are  bound  to  supply  sound 
and  wholesome  food,  and  a pound  of  beef,  or  twelve 
ounces  of  pork  per  day  to  each  prisoner.  If  this  is 
not  done,  blame,  in  some  degree,  attaches  to  the 
British  officer  who  has  the  care  of  the  prisoners  ; 
but  the  greater  proportion  of  it  must  rest  on  col. 
Gardner,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  justice  is  done 
to  the  prisoners.  I have  not  the  honor  of  a personal 
acquaintance  with  this  gentleman  ; he  lias  however, 
been  represented  to  me  as  a most  respectable  cha- 
racter and  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  his 
office.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  suppose  he 
could  be  capable  of  such  gross  neglect. 

With  respect  to  the  information  Mr.  Walter  de- 
poses he  received  from  the  inhabitants,  the  bread 
delivered  the  prisoners  had  been  twice  to  the  West, 
Indies,  and  condemned  for  spoiled  bread,  every  per- 
son acquainted  with  the  regulations  of  the  British 
navy  must  know  that  such  circumstance  is  impossi- 
ble. When  provisions  are  unfit  for  use,  a survey  is 
held  on  them.  They  are  condemned — the  casks  or 
bags  which  contain  them  are  broken  or  cutto  pieces, 
and.  the  provision  cast  into  the  sea  or  river.  The  se- 
nior officer  in  port  and  commissioner,  or  if  at  sea, 
the  commander  and  master  of  the  ship  of  war,  are 
obliged  to  certify  the  fuc;,  that  sttcli  provisions  were 
destroyed  in  their  presence.  Dr.  James  Wood,  of 
whom  mention  is  made  in  the  deposition  of  Mr 
Walter,  was,  on  the  13th  November,  on  parole  at 
Beaufort,  in  Canada,  and  no  intention  expressed  of 
committing  him  to  prison. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Uarkem , loth  December,  181  \ 

THIRD  VICTORY  OVEIl  THE  CREEKS. 

Cop,]  of  a letter  from  major-general  Cocke,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  dated 
Head  Quarters,  Fort  Armstrong,  Nov.  28th,  1813. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of 
brigadier-general  James  White’s  detailed  report  of' 
his  excursion  to  the  Hillibee  Towns. 

I am,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  COCKE,  Major-general. 

Fort  Armstrong,  Nov.  24th,  1813. 

Ji^ar  General — In  mine  of  the  19th  instant  by  ma- 
yor Outlaw,  I promised  you  a detailed  report,  re- 
specting the  detachment  ordered  by  you  to  the  Hil- 
libee  Towns,  in  the  Creek  nation.  In  compliance 
with  that  promise,  I have  now  the  honor  to  state — 
That  under  your  order  of  the  1 1th  inst.  1 immedi- 
ately marched  with  the  mounted  infantry,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  colonel  Burch.  The  cavalry 
under  the  command  of  major  Porter,  and  a few  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians  under  the  command  of  colonei 
Morgan,  with  very  short  rations  for  four  days  only. 
We  continued  our  march  to  Little  Oakfuskie,  when 
we  fell  in  with  and  captured  five  hostile  Creek  war- 
riors, supposed  to  be  spies.  Finding  no  other  Indians' 
at  that  place,  we  burned  the  town,  which  consisted 
of  30  houses.  We  then  proceeded  to  a town,  called 
Gen-alga,  and  burned  the  same,  consisting  of  9 k 
houses ; thence  we  proceeded  to  Nitty  Chaptop* 
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consisting  of  about  25  houses,  which  I considered 
it  most  prudent  not  to  destroy,  as  it  might  possibly 
be  of  use  at  some  future  period.  From  thence  we 


barons  allies  of  Britain  has  opened  their  eves ? 
though  late,  they  are  already  convinced  that  friend- 
ship with  the  British  is  the  direct  road  to  ruin,  and 


marched  to  the  lliMibee  town,  consisting  of  about}  their  resentment  will  probably  recoil  on  their  seuu- 
20  houses,  adjoining  which  was  Grayson’s  farm. — leers.  RETURN  J.  .MEIGS. 


Previous  to  our  arrival  at  that  place,  1 was  advised 
that  a part  of  the  hostile  Creeks  was  assembled 
there.  Having  marched  within  six  or  seven  miles  of 
it  on  the  17th,  I dismounted  a part  of  the  force  under 
my  command,  andsetit  them  under  the  command  of 
colonel 


'Vhe  honorable  the  Secreiai'y  of  War . 

Head- Quarters , Fori  Armstrong, 

November  22  d,  1813. 

Sin— On  the  11th  instant  I detached  general 
White  with  the  mounted  men  and  such  of  the  ca- 
>lonel  Burch,  with  the  Cherokees  under  the  com  J valry  as  had  horses  tit  for  duty,  accompanied  by  a 
andid  of  colonel  Morgan,  in  advance,  to  surround  the  few  Cherokees,  headed  by  colonel  Gideon  Morgan, 
town  in  the  night,  and  make  the  attack  at  daylight! to  the  Ilillebee  towns,  with  a hope  that  lie  would 
on  the  18th.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  j fall  in  with  and  punish  the  hostile  Creeks  in  that 
town  wasjiot  reached  until  after  daylight — but  so  quarter.  On  his  march  he  killed  three  warriors  ami 
complete  was  the  surprise,  that  we  succeeded  in  I took  six  prisoners,  supposed  to  be  spies.  On  the  18th, 
surrounding  the  town,  and  killing  and  capturing  al-jthe  general  reached  Graysons,  one  of  the  Hillebee 
most  (if  not  entirely)  the  whole  of  the  hostile  Creeks  towns,  one  hundred  miles  from  this  place,  where  lie 
assembled  there,  consisting  of  about  316,  of  which  j found  a party  of  hostile  Creeks.  They  were  attacked 
number  about  60  warriors  were  killed  on  the  spot,  j and  defeated.  He  killed  at  that  place  sixty- one  war- 
and  the  remainder  made  prisoners.  Be  for*  the  close  j riors  and  took  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  a part 
of  the  engagement,  my  whole  force  was  up  and  rea-jof  whom  are  warriors,  the  residue  women  and  cliil- 
dy  for  action,  had  it  become  necessary  ; but  owing}  dren,  without  any  loss  on  our  part,  either  killed  or 
to  the  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  wounded.  My  aid,  major  Outlaw,  who  was  with  the 
of  our  approach,  they  were  entirely  killed  and  taken  general,  arrived  yesterday  morning,  with  a report 
before  they  could  prepare  for  any  effectual  defence,  j from  him.  The  general  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
We  lost  not  one  drop  of  blood  in  accomplishing  this  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  and 


enterprize.  We  destroyed  this  village  ; and,  in  obe 
dience  to  your  orders,  commenced  our  march  for  this 
post,  which  we  were  unable  to  reach  until  yesterday. 
I estimate  the  distance  from  this  to  Grayson’s  farm, 
at  about  100  miles.  The  ground  over  which  we  tra- 
velled, is  so  roijgh  and  hilly  as  to  render  a passage 
very  difficult.  Many  defiles  it  was  impossible  to  pass 
in  safety,  without  the  greatest  precaution.  For  a part 
of  the  time,  the  weather  was  so  very  wet,  being  en- 
cumbered with  prisoners,  and  the  troops,  and  their 
hoi  •ses  having  to  subsist  in  a very  great  degree  upon 
such  supplies  as  we  could  procure  in  the  nation, 
rendered  our  march  more  tardy  than  it  otherwise 
would  have  been. 

The  troops  under  mv  command  have  visited  the 
heart  of  that  section  of  the  Creek  nation  where  the 
Red  Sticks  were  first  distributed. 

In  justice  to  this  gallant  band,  I am  proud  to  state, 
that  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  men  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Burch  performed  their  duty 
cheerfully  and  without  complaint — that  from  the 


adds,  that  the  Cherokees  behaved  in  the  best  man- 
ner. I expect  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  to- 
morrow. I have  the  honor  to  be,  ccc. 

JOHN  COCKE, 

Colonel  Meigs. 

FOURTH  VICTORY  OVER  THE  CREEKS. 

Milledgeville , f Geo.J  December  8. 

The  massacre  at  Tensaw  is  avenged  ! — and  hun- 
dreds of  savages  atone  for  the  murder  of  our  citi- 
zens in  Morgan  county.  Captain  Barton  arrived 
here  express  from  our  army  with  despatches  for 
general  Pinckney,  giving  the  official  details  of  a, 
brilliant  victory  over  the  Indians. 

[official.^ 

Head-  Quarters , sixth  and  seventh  districts, 

Milledgeville. , 7th  December , 1813. 

Sir— I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  a copy 
of  the  official  account  which  I have  just  received 
from  brigadier-general  Floyd,  of  an  attack  made  by 
him  on  the  hostile  Indians,  and  sincerely  congratu- 
late your  excellency  on  the  good  conduct  and  brave- 


cool,  orderly  and  prompt  manner  in  which  major  ry  displayed  on  this  occasion  by  the  officers  and 


Porter  and  the  cavalry  under  his  command,  formed 
and  conducted  themselves  in  every  case  of  alarm,  I 
had  the  highest  confidence  in  them.  Colonel  Morgan 
and  the  Cherokees  under  his  command,  gave  unde- 
niable evidence  that  they  merit  the  employ  of  their 
government.  In  short,  sir,  the  whole  detachment 
under  my  command,  conducted  in  such  a manner  as 
to  enable  me  to  assure  you  tiiat  they  are  capable  of 
performing  any  thing  to  which  the  same  number  of 
men  are  equal. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  Mr.  M'Corry, 
who  acted  as  my  aid  in  this  expedition,  rendered 
services  that  to  me  were  indispensable,  to  his  coun- 
try very  useful,  and  to  himself  highly  honorable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
-obedient  servant, 

» JAMES  WHITE,  Brig.  Gen. 
Major-general  John  Cocke. 

&°PH  °f  a letter  from  colonel  R.  J.  Meigs  to  the  secre- 
iary  of  war,  dated 

Higbwasse  Garrison,  28th  Nov.  1813. 


troops  of  the  state  in  which  you  preside. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ex- 
cellency’s most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY. 
Iiis  excellency  Peter  Early. 

Cam/>,  ivest  of  Catahouchie , Dec.  4.  1813. 
Major-General  Pinckney, 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your 
excellency,  an  account  of  an  action  fought  the  29th 
ult.  on  the  Talupoosie  river,  between  part  of  the 
force  under  my  command  and  a large  body  of  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Having  received  information  that  numbers  of  the 
hostile  Indians  were  assembled  at  Autossee,  a town 
on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Talapoosie,  about  eigh- 
teen miles  from  the  Hickory  ground,  and  twenty 
above  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the  Coosa,  I 
proceeded  to  it  with  950  of  the  Georgia  militia,  aV 
compamed  by  between  3 and  400  friendly  Indians. 
Having  encamped  within  nine  or  ten  miles  of  the 
point  of  destination  the  preceding  evening,  we  re- 


c _ . ^ramson,  z»tn  nov.  1813.  ponii  or  destination  tiie  preceding  evening 

a ,etifr  last  eve.ni,,&  frornmajor  sumed  the  march  a few  minutes  before  1 


general  Cocke,  commanding  one  of  the  divisions  of 
the  Tennessee  volunteers  acting  against  the  hostile 
Greeks,  a copy  of  which  I do  myself  the  honor  to 


--  - _ on  the 

the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  at  half  past  6,  were 
formed  for  action  in  front  of  the  town. 

Booth’s  battalion  composed  the  right  column,  and 


transmit  to  yon.  The  rented  defeats  of  these  bar-  marched' ^ 000-^  cS 


2Si  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  25,  1813. 


posed tlie left,  and  marched  from  its  right;  Adams’ 
rifle  company,  and  Merri wether’s  under  lieui.  llen-j 
don,  were  on  the  flanks  ; captain  Thomas’  artillery,  | 
marched  in  front  of  the  right  column  m the  road. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  completely  surrounded 
the  enemy,  by  app t lying  the  right  wing  of  my  force 
onCanlehee  creek,  at  the  mouth  of  which  I was  in- 
formed the  town  stood  ; and  resting  the  left  on  the 
river  bank  below  the  town  ; but  to  our  surprise,  as 
day  dawned  we  perceived  a second  town,  about  five 
hundred  yards  below  that  which  we  had  first  viewed, 
and  were  preparing  to  attack.  The  plan  was  imme- 
diately changed— three  companies  of  infantry  on  the 
left  were  wheeled  to  the  left  into  echellon,  and  were 
advanced  to  the  low  town,  accompanied  by  Meriw  e* 
ther’s  rifle  company,  and  two  troops  of  light  dra- 
goons under  the  command  of  captains  lnvm  and 
Steele. 

Tire  residue  of  the  force  approached  the  upper 
town,  and  the  battle  soon  became  general.  The  In- 
dians presented  themselves  at  every  point,  and 
fought  with  the  desperate  bravery  of  real  fanatics. — 
The  well  directed  fire,  however,  of  the  artillery, 
added  to  the  charge  of  the  bayonet,  soon  forced 
them  to  take  refuge  in  the  out  houses,  thickets  and 
copses  in  tiie  rear  of  the  town  ; many  it  is  believed 
concealed  themselves  in  caves,  previously  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  secure  retreat,  in  the  high  bluff 
of  the  river,  which  was  thickly  covered  with  reed 
and  brush-wood.  The  Indians  of  the  friendly  party 
who  accompanied  us  on  the  expedition,  were  divided 
into  four  companies  and  placed  under  the  command 
of  leaders  of  their  own  selection.  They  were  by 
engagement  entered  into  the  day  previous,  to  have 
crossed  the  river  above  the  town  and  been  posted  on 
the  opposite  shore  during  the  action,  for  the  purpose 
of  firing  upon  such  of  the  enemy  as  might  attempt 
to  escape,  or  keep  in  check  any  reinforcements  which 
might  probably  be  thrown  in  from  the  neighboring 
towns,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  ford,  and 
coldness  of  the  weather,  and  the  lateness  of  the 
four,  this  arrangement  faded,  and  their  leaders 
were  directed  to  cross  Canleebee  creek  and  occupy 
that  flank,  to  prevent  escapes  from  theTullisee  town. 
Some  time  after  the  action  commenced  our  red 
friends  thronged  in  disorder  in  the  rear  of  our  lines. 
The  Cowetaws,  under  M‘Intosh,  and  the  Tookabat- 
C'hians  under  Mad  Dog’s  Son,  fell  in  our  flanks,  and 
fought  with  an  intrepidity  worthy  of  any  troops. 

At  9 o’clock  the  enemy  was  completely  driven 
from  the  plain,  and  the  houses  of  both  towns  wrap- 
ped in  flames.  As  we  were  then  60  miles  from  any 
depot  of  provisions,  and  our  five  days  rations  pretty 
much  reduced,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy’s  country, 
which  in  a few  moments  could  have  poured  from 
its  numerous  towns  hosts  of  the  fiercest  warriors. 
As  soon  as  the  dead  and  wounded  were  disposed  of, 
I ordered  the  place  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  troops 
to  commence  their  march  to  Chatahouche. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  strength  of  the  ene- 
my, but  from  the  information  of  some  of  the  chiefs, 
which  it  is  said  can  be  relied  on,  there  were  assem- 
bled at  Autosse,  warriors  from  eight  towns  for  its 
defence,  it  being  their  beloved  ground,  on  which 
they  proclaimed  no  white  man  could  approach  with- 
out inevitable  destruction.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a 
precise  account  of  the  loss  of  the  .enemy  ; but  from 
the  number  which  were  lying  scattered  over  the  field 
together  with  those  destroyed  in  the  towns,  and  the 
many  slain  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  respect- 
able officers  affirm  they  saw  lying  in  heaps  at  the 
water’s  edge  where  they  had  been  precipitated  by 
their  surviving  friends,  their  loss  in  killed  indepen- 
dent of  their  wounded,  must  have  been  at  least, 
299,  (Among  whom  are  the  Autosse  and  Tajlissee 


kings)  and  from  the  circumstance  of  their  making 
no  efforts  to  molest  our  return,  probably  greater. — 

1 he  number  of  buildings  burnt,  some  of  a superior 
order  for  the  dwelling  of  savages,  and  filled  with 
valuable  articles,  is  supposed  to  be  400. 

Adjutant-general  Newman  rendered  important 
services  during  the  action,  by  his  cool  and  deliber- 
ate courage.  My  aid,  major  Crawford,  discharged 
with  promptitude  the  duties  of  a brave  and  merito- 
rious officer.  M jor  Face,  who  acted  as  field-aid 
also  distinguished  himself ; both  these  gentlemen 
had  their  horses  shot  under  them,  and  the  latter  lost 
his.  l)r.  Williamson,  hospital  surgeon,  and  Dr. 
Clopton  were  prompt  and  attentive  in  discharge  of 
their  duty  towards  the  wounded  during  the  action. 

M jor  Freeman  at  the  head  of  Irwin’s  troop  of 
cavalry  and  part  of  Steele’s  made  a furious  and  suc- 
cessful charge  upon  a body  of  Indians,  sabred  sever- 
al and  completely  defeated  them — captain  Thomas 
and  his  company,  captain  Adams,  and  lieutenant 
Hendonis  rifle  companies  killed  a great  many  Indi- 
ans, and  deserve  particular  praise.  Captain  Bai ton’s 
company  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  battle,  and  fought 
like  soldiers.  Captain  Myrick,  captain  Little,  cap- 
tain King,  captain  Broadnax,  captain  Cleveland, 
c ;ptain  Joseph  T.  Cunningham  and  captain  Lee 

with  their  companies  distinguished  themselves. 

Brigade-major  Sh  .vkleford  was  of  great  service  in 
bringing  the  troops  into  aciion,  and  adjutant  Broad- 
nax and  major  Montgomery,  who  acted  as  assis- 
tant adjutant,  shewed  great  activity  and  courage.— 
Major  Booth  used  his  best  endeavors  in  bringing  his 
battalion  to  action,  and  major  Watson’s  battalion 
acted  with  considerable  spirit. — Irwin’s,  Patterson’s 
and  Steele’s  troops  of  cavalry,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity presented,  charged  with  success.  Lieutenant 
Strong  had  his  horse  shot  and  narrowly  escaped,  and 
quarter-master  Tennal  displayed  the  greatest  hero- 
ism, and  miraculously  escaped,  though  badly 
wounded,  after  having  his  horse  shot  from  under 
him.  The  topographical  engineer  was  vigilant  in 
his  endeavors  to  render  service. 

The  troops  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
fortitude  in  enduring  hunger,  cold  and  fatigue  with- 
out a murmur,  having  marched  a hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  in  seven  days. 

The  friendly  Indians  lost  several  killed  and  wound- 
ed, the  number  not  exactly  known.  Captain  Barton, 
an  active  and  intelligent  officer  (the  bearer  of  these 
despatches)  can  more  particular  explain  to  your  ex- 
cellency the  conduct,  movements  and  operations  of 
the  army. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be  with  high  regard,  you© 
most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  FLOYD,  B.  G. 

A list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  on 

the  29th  Nov.  1813,  as  furnished  by  C.  William- 
son, hospital  surgeon. 

Brigadier-general  John  Floyd,  wounded  severely, 
adjutant-general  Newman,  slightly. 

[Here  follows  a list  of  tlie  names  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  in  all  11  killed  and  54  wounded. 

Chauncey  and  Yeo. — The  following  very  interest- 
ing letter  attributed  to  captain  Sinclair , of  the  Ge- 
neral Pike , will  be  read  with  pleasure — 

Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  in  Richmond  from 
an  officer  in  the  navy , dated, 

“Sackett’s  harbor,  Nov.  27. 

“ Your  interesting  and  friendly  letter  which  you 
have  been  promising,  has  at  last  arrived,  and  the 
pleasure  I derived  from  it  prompted  an  answer  long 
since  ; but  absence  from  port  has  prevented  my  do- 
ing so,  and  now  I have  arrived,  my  ideas  are  so  con- 
gealed with  the  ice,  snow  storms,  &c.  which  we  have 
experienced, that  I know  not  whether  I can  thaw  then* 
sufficiently  to  aid  me  in  a letter,  with  the  uninte 
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resting  matter  out  of  which  I have  to  compose  it. — 
1'he  movements  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  on 
the  frontier,  will  compose  the  substance  of  my  let- 
ter, and  as  you  are  a true  friend  to  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  such  a topic  may  not  be  uninterest* 
log.” 

[Here  the  writer  gives  an  account  of  some  trans- 
actions relative  to  the  plan  of  the  campaign  ; and 
after  stating  that  commodore  Chauncey  with  his 
squadron  escorted  general  Wilkinson  with  his  army 
some  distance  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  doing  which 
the  two  large  ships,  the  General  Pike  and  the  Madi- 
son, accidently  went  on  shore  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my, but  were  got  off'  without  injury,  the  letter  pro- 
ceeds.] 

“ You  know  enough  of  the  geography  of  this  coun- 
try, to  be  informed  that  the  confluence  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  with  this  lake  is  formed  into  two  channels, 
by  an  island  20  miles  long,  in  its  centre — the  north- 
ern leading  by  Kingston  and  bearing  its  name.  The 
lower  end  of  this  island,  where  their  channel  came 
into  ours,  was  the  point  to  be  guarded,  and  here  we 
anchored — Sir  James  was  soon  in  sight,  on  his  way 
down,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  enterprize 
t>y  meeting  us — He  lay  so  near  round  the  point  of 
the  island,  that  the  bells  of  the  ships  could  be  heard, 
and  our  guard  boats  in  the  passage  were  bring  on 
each  other  during  the  night — out*  pilots  could  not 
venture  to  take  the  General  Pike  through,  as  there 
was  only  six  inches  more  than  she  drew,  and  the 
passage  a difficult  one.  However  the  wind  came 
fair  to  attempt  it,  and  we  had  all  our  boats  sound- 
ing ahead,  when  his  knight-ship  thought  it  best  to 
be  off  and  made  a precipitate  retreat  to  Kingston — 
We  lay  here  a week,  in  order  to  ensure  time  to  our 
army  to  get  beyond  his  reach,  although  we  confi- 
dently believed  that  he  would  come  into  our  channel 
and  garrison  one  of  the  strongest  and  regular  built 
forts  iu  our  country,  which  stands  on  Carlton  island, 
the  Gibraltar  of  this  passage,  and  by  mooring  his 
fleet  under  this  battery,  we  could  not  have  passed 
out  this  way,  and  must  either  have  wintered  here  or 
run  the  gauntlet  by  Kingston  batteries.  This  he 
had  not  the  enterprize  to  attempt ; and  we  returned 
in  perfect  safety  to  this  place  about  the  12th  inst. 
with  an  intention  of  laying  up  for  the  winter,  which 
had  then  set  in  very  severely — Here  the  commodore 
found  a letter  from  the  secretary  as  war,  pointing  out 
the  exposed  situation  of  our  fleet  at  this  place,  from 
Kingston  being  left  unconquered,  and  wishing  us  to 
transport  Harrison’s  army  from  the  head  of  the  lake. 

“ We  fortunately  had  a fair  wind,  sailed  immedi- 
ately, and  embarked  the  troops  the  third  day  after; 
but  a most  tremendous  snow  storm  from  the  east- 
ward came  on,  lasted  three  days,  separated  our  fleet, 
and  had  it  lasted  24  hours  longer.,  most  of  our  ves- 
sels must  have  perished  with  their  crews — or  had 
the  enemy  come  out  immediately  afterwards,  lie 
must  have  taken  us  in  detail — Some  lost  masts — some 
sails,  and  one  her  rudder — Many  had  men  washed 
overboard,  and  some  rode  out  tlie  gale  and  anchored 
upon  an  enemy’s  lee  shore,  their  fate  hanging  upon 
a rope  yarn.  I met  no  accident  whatever,  but  suff  er- 
ed much  from  wet,  cold  and  fatigue.  I very  unex- 
pectedly found, general  Harrison  from  my  neighbor- 
hood, and  a plain,  honest  Virginian  he  is — He  knew 
all  my  friends,  and  those  of  my  wife — I made  him 
and  his  aids  very  comfortable,  as  much  so  as  the 
Weather  would  admit — I gave  him  my  bed,  which 
he  never  quitted  during  the  gale — they  w ere  all 
horribly  sea-sick.  I arrived  here  first  in  the  gener- 
al  Pike,  and  they  are  all  now  in,  except  one,  and 
she  we  hear  is  on  shore  in  Niagara  river,  where  she 
anchored  for  shelter  and  parted  her  cables,  and  went 
on  shore — only  two  lives  lost  on  board  her. — -Every 


day  will  demonstrate  more  clearly  to  the  nation,  the 
evils  arising  from  our  army’s  leaving  Kingston  in  its 
rear — they  have  there  the  hulls  of  two  ships  nearly 
finished — one  larger  than  the  President,  to  mount 
two  tier  of  guns,  64  in  number— -long  32’s  and  18’s 
— the  other  the  size  of  the  General  Pike,  and  the 
frame  of  a third  one,  the  size  of  the  latter,  all  rea- 
dy to  laydown.  All  these,  and  their  force  on  float, 

; would  have  been  destroyed.  Their  arsenal  and  grand 
[depot,  amounting  to  millions,  would  have  been  des- 
troyed ; an  army  captured  which  are  now  in  Wil- 
kinson’s rear,  and  holding  this  place  in  check — and 
the  vast  and  useless  expence  of  building  here  a naval 
force,  would  have  been  saved — The  army  would 
h ive  been  in  comfortable  winter  quarters,  by  which 
their  healths  would  have  been  ensured  for  active  en- 
terprize in  the  spring. 

“The  Lady  of  the  Lake,  (a  flag  sent  to  Kingston) 
has  just  returned.  The  enemy  have  laid  their  ships 
up  long  since — they  have  never  been  out  since  the 
whaleing  we  gave  them  on  the  28th  Sept,  which  Wd 
find  to  have  been  much  more  serious  than  we  then 
expected.  Sir  James  was  dangerously  wounded  by 
a splinter  carrying  off'  the  flesh  from  one  side  of  his 
thigh,  and  cannot  yet  walk,  except  a little  on  his 
crutches.  He  acknowledges  to  have  been  beaten  by 
us  in  each  rencounter,  and  thinks  himself  lucky  that 
we  could  not  follow  the  last  victory  up.  He  says 
the  fighting  was  done  ; and  that  he  had  given  or- 
ders to  his  men  to  escape  tVom  their  vessels  as  soon 
as  they  grounded,  and  that  their  trains  were  all  rea- 
dy laid,  for  blowing  them  up.  His  ships  were  lite- 
rally torn  to  pieces,  and  a number  of  officers  and 
men  killed  and  wounded.  He  acknowledges  that 
the  General  Pike  did  the  work.” 

Another  account  of  the  battle  of  the  28th — says, 
the  fighting  was  over,  and  it  was  only  necessary  for 
commodore  Chauncey  to  take  possession,  to  have 
completed  his  victory ; but  in  this  he  was  disap- 
pointed by  a sudden  gale  of  wind,  which  drove  the 
enemy’s  fleet  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  their  batteries.  Commodore  Chauncey 
might  still  have  destroyed  their  fleet;  but  our  fleet 
must*  in  turn  have  inevitably  been  lost  also,  and  the 
grand  object  of  the  government,  the  command  of 
the  lake,  frustrated. 

Chauncey  might  have  covered  himself  with  the 
same  imperishable  giory,  that  did  Perry  ; but  then, 
he  would  have  unfortunately  abandoned  the  all  im- 
portant object  for  which  he  was  contending,  and 
which,  by  his  masterly  conduct  on  that  day,  was 
completely  and  effectually  secured  to  us. 

[FROM  THE  MONTREAL  COITRANT.] 

British  official  notice  of  the  defeat  of  their  feet  on  lake 
Erie  and  of  gen.  Proctor. 

general  orbers — Head  quarters , Montreal , JVbv.  24 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has 
received  an  official  report  from  major-general  Proc 
tor  of  the  affair  which  took  place  on  the  5th  October 
near  the  Moravian  village,  and  he  has  in  vain  sought, 
in  it,  for  grounds  to  palliate  the  report  made  to  his 
excellency  by  staff  adjutant  Reiffenstein,  upon  which 
the  general  order  of  the  18th  October  was  founded — 
on  the  contrary,  that  statement  remains  unconfirmed 
in  all  the  principal  events  which  marked  that  dis- 
graceful day  ; the  precipitancy  with  which  the  staff 
adjutant  retreated  from  the  field  of  action,  prevent- 
ed his  ascertaining  the  loss  sustained  by  the  division 
on  that  occasion  ; it  also  led  him  most  grossly  to  ex- 
aggerate the  enemy’s  force,  and  to  misrepresent  the 
conduct  of  the  Indian  warriors,  who  instead  of  re- 
treating towards  Machedash,  as  he  had  stated,  gal- 
lantly maintained  the  conflict,  under  tjieir  brave 
chief,  Tecumseh,  and  in  their  turn  harraseed  tile  A • 
mericuM  army  on  iu  reu*cat  to  Delpoit. 
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. The  subjoined  return  states  the  loss  the  right  di-self  with  great  courage,  but  was  too  limited  in  expr&l  . 
vision  has  sustained  in  the  action  of  the  fleet  on  lakejrience,  to  supply  the  place  of  such  an  officer  as  cap- 
Erie  on  the  10th  of  September,  and  in  the  affitir  of  tain  Finnis; — and  in  consequence  tins  vessel  proved 
Cbeoth  October  near,  the  Moravian  village,  in  the  of  far  less  assistance  than  might  he  expected, 
latter  but  very  few  appeared  to  have  been  rescued  by  The  action  commenced  about  a quarter  before  12 
an  honorable  death  from  the  ignominy  of  passing  un-  o’clock,  and  continued  with  great  fury  until  half 
der  the  American  yoke,  nor  are  there  many,  whose1,  past  two,  when  the  American  commodore  quitted 
wounds  plead  in  mitigation  of  this  reproach.  The  ' his  ship,  which  struck  shortly  after,  to  that  corn- 
right  division  appears  to  have  been  incumbered  with)  minded  by  captain  Barclay,  (the  Detroit) — hitherto 
an  unmanageable  load  of  unnecessary,  and  forbid-  j the  determined  valour  displayed  by  the  British 
den  private  baggage — while  the  requisite  arrange-! squadron,  hail  surmounted  every  disadvantage,  and 
ments  for  the  expeditious  and  certain  conveyance  of;  the  day  was  in  our  favor  ; but  the  contest  had  arriv- 
the  ammunition  and  provisions,  the  sole  objects  ed  at  t hat  period  when  valor  alone  was  unavailing — 
Worthy  of  consideration,  appear  to  have  been  totally  I the  Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte  were  perfect  wrecks, 
neglected,  as  well  as  all  those  ordinary  measures,  I and  required  the  utmost  skill  of  seamanship,  while 
resorted  to  by  officers  of  intelligence,  to  retard,  andj  tire  commanders  and  second  officers,  of  every  vessel 
impede  the  advance  of  a pursuing  enemy.  The  re-  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  not  more  than  fifty 
suit  affords  but  too  fatal  a proof  of  this  unjustifiable  j British  seamen  were  dispersed  in  the  crews  of  the 
neglect.  The  right  division  had  quitted  Sandwich  j squadron,  and  of  these  a great  proportion  had  fallen 
on  its  retreat  on  the  26th  of  September,  having  had!  in  the  conflict. 

ample  time  for  every  previous  arrangement ; on  the!  The  American  commodore  made  a gallant  but  too- 
2d  October  following,  the  enemy  pursued  by  the  successful  effort  to  regain  the  day.  His  second  largest 
sanuf route,  and  on  the  4th  succeeded  in  capturing  vessel,  the  Niagara,  had  suffered  little,  and  his  nu- 
all  the  stores  of  the  division,  and  on  the  following  j merous  gun  boats,  which  had  proved  the  greatest 


day  attacked  and  defeated  it  almost  without  a strug- 
gle. 

With  heartfelt  pride  and  satisfaction  the  com- 
mander of  the  forces  had  lavished  on  the  right  di- 
. vision  of  the  army,  that  tribute  of  praise  which  was 
so  justly  due  to  its  former  gallantry,  and  steady 
discipline.  It  is  \vith  poignant  grief  and  mortifica- 
tion that  lie  now  beholds  its  well  earned  laurels  tar- 
wished,  .and  its  conduct  calling  loudly  for  reproach 
and  censure. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  appeals  to  the  ge- 
nuine feelings  of  the  British  soldier  from  whom  he 
neither  conceals  the  extent  of  the  loss  the  army  has 


annoyance  during  the  action,  were  all  uninjured. 

Lieutenant  Garland,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Detroit, 
being’  mortally  wounded  previous  to  the  wounds  of 
captain  Barclay  obliging  him  to  quit  the  deck,  it  fell 
to  the  lot  of  lieutenant  Inglis,  to  whose  intrepidity 
and  conduct  the  highest  praise  is  given,  to  surrender 
his  majesty’s  ship,  when  ail  further  resistance  had 
become  unavailing. 

The  enemy,  by  having  the  weathcr-gmage,  were 
enabled  to  choose  their  distance,  and  thereby  avail- 
ed themselves  of  the  great  advantage  they  derived 
in  superiority  of  heavy  long  guns  ; but  captain  Bar- 
clay attributes  the  fatal  result  of  the  day,  to  the  un- 


suffered, nor  the  far  more  to  be  lamented  injury  it  precedented  fall  of  every  commander  and  second  in 
has  sustained  in  its  wounded  honor,  confident  that  command,  and  the  very  small  number  of  able  sea- 
hut  one  sentiment  will  animate  every  breast,  and!  men  left  in  the  squadron,  at  a moment  when  the 
that  zealous  to  wash  out  the  stain,  which  by  a most  | judgment  of  the  officer,  and  skilful  exertions  of  the 


extraordinary  and  unaccountable  infatuation,  has  fal- 
len on.  a formerly  deserving  portion  of  the  army, 


will  vie  to  emulate  the  glorious  achievments  re-  'the  highest  praise — that  they  behaved  like  British 


cently  performed,  by  a small  but  highly  spirited 
and  well  disciplined  division,  led  by  officers  posses- 
sed of  enterprizc,  intelligence  and  gallantry,  nobly 
evincing  what  British  soldiers  can  perform,  when 
susceptible  of  no  fear,  but  that  of  failing  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty. 

His  excellency  considers  it  an  act  of  justice  to  ex- 
onerate most  honorably  from  this  censure  the  brave 
soldiers  of  the  right  division  who  were  serving  as 
marines  on  board  the  squadron  on  lake  Erie.  The 
commander  of  the  forces  having  received  the  official 
report  of  captain  Barclay,  of  the  action  which  took 
place  on  lake  Erie,  on  the  10th  September,  when 
that  gallant  officer,  from  circumstances  of  imperious 
necessity,  was  compelled  to  seek  the  superior  force 
of  the  eneirjy,  and  to  maintain  an  arduous  and  long 
contested  action,  under  circumstances  of  accumu- 
lating ill  fortune. 

Captain  Barclay  represents  that  the  wind,  whicl 
was  favorable  early  in  the  day,  suddenly  changed, 
giving  the  enemy  the  weather  guage,  and  that  this 
important  advantage  was  shortly  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagement,  heightened  by  the 
fall  of  captain  Finnis,  the  commander  of  the  Queen 
CharIotte~in  the  death  of  that  intrepid  and  intelli- 
gent officer,  captain  Barclay  laments  the  loss  of  hi:-, 
main  support.  The  fall  of  captain  Finnis  was  soon 
followed  by  that  of  Jieuteuant  Stokoe,  whose  country 
was  deprived  of  his  services  at  this  very  critical  pe 
fiod,  leaving  the  command  of  the  Queen  Charlotte 
to  provincial  lieutenant  ll-vine,  who  conducted  hint- 


sailor,  were  most  eminently  called  for. 

To  the  British  seamen,  captain  Barclay  bestow; 


seamen.  From  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regu- 
lar forces  serving  as  marines,  captain  Barclay  expe- 
rienced every  support  within  their  power,  and  states, 
that  their  conduct  has  excited  his  warmest  thanks 
and  admiration. 

Deprived  of  the  palm  of  victory,  when  almost 
within  his  grasp,  by  an  overwhelming  force  which 
the  enemy  possessed  in  reserve,  aided  by  an  accumu- 
lation of  unfortunate  circumstances,  captain  Barclay 
and  his  brave  crew  have  by  their  gallant  daring  and 
self-devotion  to  their  country’s  cause,  rescued  its 
honor  and  their  own,  even  in  defeat. 

E.  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  right  division  of  the  army  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Detachment  serving  as  marines  on  board  the  squad- 
ron, in  the  action  on  the  10th  September,  1813. 

Killed,  1 lieutenant,  1 serjeant,  21  rank  and  file. 

Womuled , 3 serjeants,  46  rank  and  file. 

Prisoners,  2 lieutenants,  1 assistant  surgeon',  4 ser-’ 
jeants,  4 drummers,  1 67  rank  and  file. 

Killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  the  retreat  and 
in  the  action  on  the  5th  of  October,  1&13. 

1 Inspector  field  officer,  1 deputy-assistant,  Q. 
M.  general,  1 fort  adjutant,  1 hospital  mate,  1 lieu- 
tenant-colond,  6 Captains,'  12  lieutenants,  3 cornets 
or  ensigns,  1 paymaster,  1 assistant  surgeon,  34  ser- 
jeants, 13  drummers,  559  rank  rank  and  file,  46 
horses. 

Assembled  at  Ancaster  oil  the  17 th  October,  1813. 

1 major-general,  1 major  of  brigade,  1 ai4*de« 
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camp,  1 staff  adjutant,  3 captains,  5 lieutenants*  2 
cornets  or  ensigns,  1 adjutant,  1 quarter-master,  2 
assistant  surgeons,  15  serjeants,  9 drummers,  2 4 
rank  and  file,  53  horses. 

Total  strength  of  the  right  division  on  the  10th  Sept. 

1 huijor-general,  1 insp.  field  officer,  1 major  of 
brigade,  1 deputy  quarter-master-general,  laid-de- 
fcamp,  1 staff  adjutant,  1 fort  adjutant,  1 hospital 
mate,  1 lieut.  col.* 9 captains,  23  lieuts.  5 cornets  or 

ensigns,  1 paymaster,  1 adjutant,  1 quarter-master,  ^ 

4 assistant  surgeons,  57  serjeants,  26  drummers,  944  j rejgn  relations. 

nnrl  filr-v  QQ  hmsps. 


usual  brief  notice  of  proceedings,  for  the  last  week 
shall  be  noticed  in  our  next  number. 

The  following  are  the  secret  proceedings  of  the 
hodse  of  representatives  on  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo. 

SECRET  PROCEEDINGS. 

HOUSE  or  KEPItESENTATIVES. 

Thursday  Bee.  9— The  following  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  fo- 


Killed- — Lieut.  Gordon,  Koval  Newfoundland  re-  To  the  Senate  and  Home -of  Representatives  of  the 
’ J 1 United  States. 


giment. 

General  JVVChtre , who  left  Fort  George  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  to  attack  the  enemy  on  Burlington 
Heights,  has  returned.  He  marched  about  twenty 
Andes ; when  finding  all  the  bridges  destroyed  he 


The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation 
laws,  in  their  present  state,  to  favor  the  enemy  and 
thereby  prolong  the  war,  is  more  and  more  develop- 
ed by  experience. 

Supplies  of  the  most  essential  kind,  find  their  wav. 


period  arrives  when  operations  against  Canada  may  j ts  and  ouliets  a subsistence  attainable  with  diffi- 
be  expected  to  recommence,  it  is  said  they  will  be  C(llly>  if  at  all,  from  other  sources.  Even  the  fleets 


discharged,  themselves  consenting.  They  are  now  at 
^Malone,  N.  Y. 

NAVAL. 

The  Congress  frigate,  captain  Smith , has  arrived  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  from  a cruise  which  commenced 
on  the  30th  April  last,  all  which  time,  a few  days 
for  watering  excepted,  she  was  at  sea — yet  strange 
to  say,  captured  only  five  or  six  British  vessels, 
which  were  all  that  captain  Smith  saw  after  he 
parted  with  the  President ! The  main  is  not 


and  troops  infesting  our  coasts  and  waters,  are  by 
like  supplies  accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their 
predatory  and  incurs  ive  warfare. 

Abuses  having  a like  tendency  take  place  in  our 
import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find 
their  way  into  our  ports  under,  the  name  and  from 
the  ports  of  other  countries  ; and  often  in  British 
vessels  disguised  as  neutrals  by  false  colors  and  pa- 
pers. 

To  these  abuses  it  may  be  added  that  illegal  un- 


abridged” by  British  frigates,  nor  is  the  “sea  cover-  \ portations  are  openlv  made  with  advantage  to  the  vi- 
ed” with  their  vessels  ot  war.  We  are  sorry  that  the  1 0iators  of  the  law,  produced  by  under  valuations  of 
exertions  of  this  gallant  officer  to  “earn  a name”|otjier  circumstances  involved  in  the  course  of  the 
have  not  met  that  opportunity  he  so  assiduously  [judicial  proceedings  against  them, 
sought — for  he  deserves  it.  Ki,s  official  letter,  as!  It  is  found  also  that  the  practice  of  ransoming,  isr 
published,  shall  be  inserted.  The  Congress  cruised ,acover  for  collusive  captures  and  a channel  for  in- 
olf  Halifax  several  days,  and  made  one  . capture  near  telligence  advantageous  to  the  enemy, 
that  port.  The  vessel  and  crew  are  in  fine  condition.!  To  remedy  as  much  as  possible  these  evils  I fe- 
The  President  frigate  lias  recaptured  and  sent:commend 


into  Nantucket,  the  letter  of  marque  schooner  Co- 
met, of  New-York,  from  Charleston. 


That  an  effectual  embargo  on  exports  be  immedi- 
ately enacted. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  JTacdonough , com- 
manding our  naval  force  on  lake  Champlain , to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy , dated 

United  States  sloop  President, 

Near  Champlain,'  Dee.  5,  1813. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  the  enemy 
made  his  appearance  on  this  lake  yesterday  with 
six  heavy  gallics,  manned  apparently  with  upwards 
of  400  men,  following  close  after  our  look-out  boat 
which  was  bringing  the  intelligence.  He  set.  five  to 
a small  shed  which  had  been  in  public  use,  the  smoke 
of  which  gave  the  first  intimation  of  his  approach. 
It  being  calm  we  instantly  weighed  and  swept  in 
pursuit  of  him  ; our  gallies  four  in  number,  under 
lieut.  Cassin,  were  directed  to  bring  him  if  possi- 
ble to  action,  and  thereby  enable  the  sloops  to  get 
up.  The  chase  continued  three  hours  ; I was  much 
surprised  to  see  him  refuse  battle ; his  superior  num- 
ber of  sweeps  prevented  it.  It  is  presumed  the  enemy 
expected  we  had  gone  into  winter  quarters,  and  that 
Plattsburg  was  the  object  of  iiis  visit. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obd’fc  serv’t.  T.  MACDONGUGH. 
Honorable  W ruait  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  navy , Washington. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

The  business  before  congress,  except  so  far  as  it 
related  to  the  important  act  inserted  in  the  preceding 
l>ages,  has  not  yet  assumed  much  importance.  The 


That  all  articles  known  to  be  derived  either  not  at 
all,  or  in  an  immaterial  degree  only,  from  the  pro- 
ductions of  any  other  country  than  Great  Britain, 
and  particularly  the  extensive  articles  made  of  wool 
and  cotton  materials,  and  ardent  spirits  made  from, 
the  cane,  be  expressly  and  absolutely  prohibited,, 
from  whatever  port  or  place  or  in  whatever  vessels 
the  same  may  be  brought  into  the  United  States;  and 
and  that  all  violations  of  the  non-importation  act  be 
subjected  to  adequate  penalties. 

That  among  the  proofs  of  the  neutral  and  nation- 
al character  of  foreign  vessels,  it  be  required  that 
the  masters  and  supercargoes  and  three  fourths  at 
least,  of  the  crews,  be  citizens  or  subjects  of  the 
Country  under  whose  flag  the  vessels  sail. 

That  all  persons  concerned  in  collusive  captures  by 
the  enemy  ; or  in  ransoming  vessels  or  their  cargoes 
from  tiie  enemy,  be  subjected  to  adequate  penalties. 

To  shorten  as  much  as  possible  the  duration  of 
the  war,  it  is  indispensable  that  lire  enemy  should 
feel  all  the  pressure  that  can  he  given  to  it ; and  the 
restraints  having  that  tendency,  will  be  borne  with 
the  greater  cheerfulness  by  all  good  citizens  ; as  the 
restraints  will  affect  t hose  most  who  are  most  ready 
to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of 
their  own.  JAMES  MADISON. 

December , 9,  1813. 

Friday , Dec.  10. — Mr.  Grundy  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  reported  a bill  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  or  harbors 
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of  the  United  States,  which  was  read  and  commit- 
ted to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  to-day. 

Mr.  Post  moved  that  it  be  printed— negatived  by 
yeas  and  navs — yeas  52— nays  82* 

The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  said  bill — Air.  JVelson  in  the  chair — and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  report- 
ed progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Saturday,  Dec.  11.—' The  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bill  to  lav  an  embargo  being  called  for, 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next.  Negatived  by  yeas  and  nays.— Yeas  45- 
nays  70. 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  said 
bill,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  amendments  which  were  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Air.  Gaston  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tion and  to  insert  the  following  as  section  4. 

Tiiat  the  collectors  of  the  customs  be  and  they 
ftre  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  grant  a gene- 
ral permission  to  vessels  or  boats  whose  employment 
has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the  navigation  of 
bays,  sounds,  rivers  or  lakes  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  on  board  at  any  time 
any  articles  of  domestic  or  foreigh  growth,  bound 
with  one  or  more  sureties  being  previously  given  to 
to  the  United  States  by  the  owner  or  owners,  con- 
signees or  factors  of  suclr vessels  or  boats,  in  an 
amount  equal  to  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  ton  of 
said  vessel,  that  such  vessel  shall  not  during  the 
continuance  of  this  act  depart  from  any  district  of 
the  United  States  without  having  previously  ob- 
tained a clearance,  nor  until  the  master  or  comman- 
der shall  have  delivered  to  the  colled*)!-  or  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  departure  a manifest  of  the  whole 
cargo  on  board,  and  that  such  vessel  shall  not  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act  be  in  any  manner  enga- 
ged in  a violation  of  this  act.” 

Negatived — Yeas  51 — Nays  80. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  was  negatived  by — Yeas  52 — 
Nays  83. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words  contained  in  the  thirteenth  section, 
“such  instructions  as  the  president  may  give,  and 
such  rules  as  he  may  prescribe  for  that  purpose, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  aforesaid,  which 
instructions  and  rules  the  collectors  shall  be  bound 
to  obey,”  and  in  lieuthereof  to  insert  “the  laws  of  the 
United  States .” 

Negatived — Yeas  56 — Nays  80. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words  contained  in  the  twelfth  section,  “or 
when  in  vessels,  carts,  waggons,  sleighs,  or  any  other 
carriage^  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on  their  way 
towards  the  territories  of  a foreign  nation,  or  the 
vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a place  where  such  arti- 
cles are  intended  to  be  exported.” 

Negatived — Yeas  50 — -Nays  83. 

Air.  Stockton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
to  the  end  of  the  12th  section  the  following  proviso : 
^Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  land  or  naval 
threes,  or  militia  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  shall  be  employed  by  any  person  to  en- 
force any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  a pre- 
vious certificate  shall  be  given  by  two  magistrates 
of  the  state  where  such  provision  is  to  be  enforced, 
that  the  civil  authorities  were  incompetent  to  enforce 
the  same,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  the  mi- 
litary or  naval  force.” 

Negatived,  yeas  51 — nays  77. 

Air.  Hanson  moved  to  add  to  the  13th  section  the 
following  proviso  : 


“Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  section 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  impart  powers  to  the 
president  infringing  or  impairing  in  their  execution 
the  constitui  ion  a l rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizen.” 

Negatived,  yeas  43— nays  82. 

Several  other  motions  were  made  to  amend  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  ail  which  being  rejected, 

It  Was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading 
to-day. 

Air.  Oakley  moved  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house, 
the  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  executive,  that 
supplies  of  the  most  essential  kinds  find  their  way 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  fleets  avid 
armies  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  also  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  the  evidence  in 
the  possession  of  the  executive,  that  the  practice 
of  ransoming  is  made  a cover  for  collusive  captures 
by  the  enemy. 

The  question  was  taken  to  consider  these  resolu- 
tions, and  negatived  by  yeas  54,  nays  74. 

The  bill  laying  an  embargo,  be.  being  produced 
in  an  engrossed  form,  was  read  the  third  time  anti 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follow  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Archer,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  B unveil,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condit,  Conrad, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk,  of  ATer.  Fisk,- 
of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Good'- 
vvyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent, 
of  Aid.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  N.  C.  Lefferts,  Lyle, 
Mason,  M‘Coy,  APKim,  Al‘Lean,  Aloore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Rea,  of  Pen.  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich,  Roberts,  Robin- 
son, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith, 
of  Penn.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward,  of  X.  J.  Whitehill,  Wilson,  of  Penn.  Wright, 
Vaneev— 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Alass.  Bigelow,  Bovu, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cheves, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpepper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Gedd.es,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Jlitfty, 
Hungerford , Jackson,  of  II.  I.  Kent,  of  N.  Y.  King, 
of  Mass.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  M‘Kee} 
Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Mosely,  Markell,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Shureman,  Scheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Winter — 57. 

Air.  Grundy  and  Air,  Lewis  were  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  carry  the  bill  to  the  senate  for  concurrence 

Thursday , Dec.  16. — Air.  Grundy  from  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  did  on  Alonday  last,  deli- 
ver to  the  senate  for  concurrence  the  bill  laying  an 
embargo,  &c. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

O^y  The  following  was  the  final  vote  in  the  senate 
on  the  passage  of  the  embargo  law — 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Chase,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Laeock,  Leib,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  ■Worth- 
ington—20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Dagget,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German,  Gil- 
man, Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Wells.— 14.— [Particulars  hereafter.] 

(SfT  The  present  No.  contains  much  documentary 
matter  of  high  interest.  The  regular  date  of  the  No 
is  preserved,  though  the  day  of  publication  is  anti- 
cipated, to  give  the  workmen  the  usual  relaxation 
on  Christmas  day. 
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To  the  people  of  Virginia. 

NO.  II. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate , requesting  a respectfu1 
conference  with  the  president  upon  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Russell  and  his  ref  usal  : 

In  the  course  of  the  deliberations  on  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  14ih  of  June  last*  the 
senate  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Monday , June  14. — The  senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  Russell, 
together  with  the  motion  submitted  thereon  by  Mr 
Wells,  on  the  11th  inst.  and  the  motion  was  amended 
and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  nomination  of  Jonathan  Rus- 
sell, and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough  on  the 
subject,  together,  with  the  message  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  of  the  7th  inst.  with  the  com- 
munications therein  mentioned,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  with  instruction  respectfully  to  confer 
With  the  president  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
subject  of  the  said  nomination  and  report  thereon. 

« Ordered , That  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Giles,  and  Mr. 
King  be  the  committee.” 

I shall  purposely  overlook  all  the  incidents,  which 
took  place  directly  between  the  president,  and  the 
committee  thus  appointed,  from  this  date,  till  the 
6th  of  July  following,  when  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident declining  the  proposed  conference,  was  laid 
before  the  senate,  because,  although  those  incidents 
might  give  rise  to  some  commentaries,  which  might 
he  captivating  to  some  minds,  yet  they  probably 
would  be  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  and  if  even  real 
advantages  in  the  argument  might  be  derived  from 
them,  I should  cheerfully  dispense  with,  rather 
than  risk  the  hazard  of  intentionally  wounding 
the  president’s  feelings.  It  is  my  sole  object,  to 
place  this  subject  upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits ; 
detached  from  all  incidental  considerations. 


Whether  it  should  ultimately  be  conceived  by  the 
public,  that  this  resolution  of  the  senate  was 
founded  on  correct  principles,  or  not,  I presume 
every  impartial  mind  must  admit,  that  if  such  a pro- 
ceeding could  bejustified  on  any  occasion,  it  was  on 
the  one,  which  induced  the  senate  to  resort  to  it. — 
The  extraordihary  dilemma,  which  that  body  was 
placed  in,  being  called  upon  to  act  upon  a general 
intimation  of  unexplained  considerations,  inducing 
a measure  in  its  opinions,  deeply  affecting  the  honor 
and  the  interests  of  the  nation,  the  solicitude  natu- 
rally felt  by  it,  to  act  understanding^  on  the  subject, 
and  the  sense  of  the  high  responsibility  attached  to 
every  senator  in  case  of  acting  erroneously  thereon, 
furnished  the  strongest  motives  to  the  senate  to  re- 
quest of  the  president  a frank  disclosure  of  his  real 
objects  on  the 'occasion,  and  respectfully  to  confer 
with  him  thereupon.  Without  entering  into  an  af- 
firmative exposition  of  the  principles,  upon  which  1 
presume,  the  senate  deemed  itself  justified  in  adopt- 
ing the  resolution ; I shall  proceed  respectfully  to  ex- 
amine the  grounds  upon  which  the  president  felt 
himself  bound  to  decline  the  proposed  conference  al- 
and the  replies  to  them,  will  sufficiently 


together 

elucidate  the  views,  I entertain  of  the  subject.  ( 

He$e  I cannot  help  exnressing  a painful  regret, 'is,  that  the  course  of  proceeding  in  the  senate,  upon 

Vol.  V. 


that  after  the  most  deliberate  attention  to  the  reason- 
ing of  the  president  in  favor  of  the  position  he  had 
taken,  I am  not  able  to  acknowledge  its  conviction.; 
It  is  contained  in  his  message  of  the  6th  of  July* 
commencing  in  the  following  Words  : 

“ Tuesday , July  6. — The  following  written  message 
was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Graham. 

“ To  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

“ I have  received  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  14th  day  of  June* 
a copy  of  that  resolution  which  authorises  the  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  president  on  the  subject  of 
the  nomination  made  by  him  of  a minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  Sweden. 

“ Conceiving  it  to"  be  my  duty  to  decline  the  pro- 
posed conference  with  the  committee,  and  it  being 
uncertain  when  it  may  be  Convenient  to  explain  to 
the  committee,  and  through  them  to  the  senate,  the 
grounds  of  mv  so  doing,  I think  it  proper  to  ad- 
dress the  explanation  directly  to  the  senate.  With- 
out entering  into  a general  review  of  the  relations  ill 
which  the  constitution  has  placed  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  government  to  each  other,  it  will 
suffice  to  remark*  that  the  executive  and  senate,  in 
the  cases  of  appointments  to  office  and  of  treaties, 
are  to  be  considered  independent  and  co-ordinate 
with  each  other.  If  they  agree,  the  appointments 
or  treaties  are  made.  If  the  senate  disagree  they  fall. 
If  the  senate  wish  information  previous  to  their  final 
decision,  the  practice,  keeping  in  view  the  constitu- 
tional relation  of  the  senate  and  executive,  has  been 
either  to  request  the  executive  to  furnish  it,  or  refer 
the  subject  to  a committee  of  their  body  to  communi- 
cate, either  formally  or  informally*  with  the  head  of 
the  proper  department.  The  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  senate  to  confer  immediately  With  the 
executive  himself,  appears  to  lose  sight  of  the  co-or- 
dinate relation  between  the  executive  and  the  senate, 
which  the  constitution  has  established,  and  Which, 
ought  therefore  to  be  maintained.” 

It  is  here  to  be  remarked,  that  the  president  does 
not  even  intimate  that  there  i9  anv  express  constitu- 
tional inhibition  ; of  a respectful  conference,  bet- 
tween  the  senate  itself,  or  between  a committee  act- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  the  executive  up- 
on subjects  of  their  concurrent  jurisdiction  ; but  in- 
fers its  impropriety  from  the  consideration*  that 
“ the  executive,  and  senate  in  cases  of  appointments 
to  office,  and  treaties,  are  to  be  considered  indepen- 
dent, and  co-ordinate  with  each  other,”  and  after 
pointing  out  correctly  the  usual  course  of  proceed- 
ing of  the  senate  on  ordinary  occasions  concludes  : 

“The  appointment  of  a committee  of  the  senate 
to  confer  immediately  with  the  executive  himself, 
appears  to  lose  sight  of  the  co-ordinate  relation  be- 
tween the  executive  and  the  senate,  which  the  con- 
stitution has  established,  and  which  ought  therefore 
to  be  maintained.” 

It  seems  to  me  a sufficient  reply  to  the  reasoning 
of  the  president,  which  conducts  him  to  this  result, 
to  observe,  that  the  recital  of  the  usual  course  of 
proceedings  by  the  senate  on  ordinary  occasions,  af- 
fords no  reason  why  some  other  course  should  hot  be 
resorted  to,  on  extraordinary  occasions.  The  truth 
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nominations,  is  variable,  suited  to  the  varying  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  always  intended  to  at- 
tain the  means  necessary  and  proper,  to  enable  it  to 
act  uuderstandmgly  on  each.  But  the  principle,  upon 
which  the  president’s  inference  finally  pLces  Ins 
obligation  to  decline  the  proposed  conference  is, 
that  the  executive  and  senate  are  in  certain  respects, 
co-ordinate,  and  thence  substantially  draws  the  in- 
ference, that  to  confer  with  a committee  of  the  se- 
nate would  be  derogatory  to  the  executive  character. 
It  is,  as  far  as  I tin  able  to  judge,  this  quality  of  co- 
ordination between  the  two  departments,  winch 
alone  can  justify  die  principle  of  their  freely  con 
fenng  together.  I tins  quality  would  not  justify 
such  a proceeding,  it  is  admitted  nothing  can.  I", 
instead  of  being  co-ordinate  with,  the  senate  were 
subordinate  to  the  executive,  then  there  would  not 
only  be  an  obvious  impropriety,  but  perhaps  some 
scrupulous  minds,  might  fancy  that  there  would  be 
some  degree  of  impertinence  in  asking  a conference. 
A conference,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  a free  con- 
ference, takes  place  only  amongst  equals;  a differ- 
ent course  of  proceeding,  and  phraseology,  is  applied 
to  subordinates.  In  the  one  case,  a respectful  con • 
ference  is  requested;  this  is  die  language  of  one 
equal  to  another,  both  being  equally  independent  of 
e cli  other..  In  the  other,  a communication  is  directed. 
TSds  is  the  language  of  a superior,  to  a subordinate. 

If  the  executive  and  senate  be  co-ordinate,  then 
the  request  of  a respectful  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  senate,  cannot,  as  it.  appears  to  me,  offend  against 
tji  ; dignity  of  the  executive  ; nor  do  I see  how  it 
can  in  the  remotest  degree,  impair  any  other  of  its 
constitutional  prerogatives.  The  president  seems 
no  sufficiently  to  have  appreciated  the  distinction, 
between  a conference,  and  a call  for  information,  al- 
though the  distinction  seems  obvious.  The  first  re- 
quires a comparison,  and  interchange  of  opinions. 
The  other,  a statement  of  facts.  Facts  are,  or  in 
other  words,  information  is  not  only  often  called  for, 
but  directed  by  either  house  of  congress,  from  the 
heads  of  departments.  But  a conference,  or  in  oilier 
Words,  an  interchange  of  opinions,  from  the  heads 
of  departments  is  never  requested  by  either  house 
of  congress.  If  opinions  from  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments should  be  called  for,,  they  are  deliberated  up- 
on by  the  house  calling  for  them  ; but  no  opinions  of 
the  house  are  interchanged  for  them.  The  president 
certainly  upon  his  own  principle,  must  have  over- 
looked this  distinction,  when  he  permitted  his  secre- 
tary of  state  to  propose  in  his  stead,  to  confer  with 
a committee  of  the  senate.  It  certainly  did  not  oc: 
cur  to  him,  that  in  the  contemplation  of  the  consti- 
tution, his  secretary  was  not  co-ordinate,  con  cordina- 
tus , together  in  order,  with  the  senate— -but  subordi- 
nate, sub-ordinatns,  under  in  order,  or  he  never  could 
have  authorised  him  to  confer  with  a committee  of 
the  senate,  which  was  clothed  as  I shall  present!) 
attempt  to  shew,  quo  ad  hoc,  with  all  the  attributes 
of  the  senate  itself.  Nor  do  I conceive,  that  the 
president  has  been  more  fortunate  in  aiding  his  con- 
clusions, by  his  illustrations,  upon  the  principle  of 
analogy',  with  the  proceedings  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress  in  relation  to  thejr  conferences  upon  disa- 
greeing votes  between  them.  The  illustrations  are 
contained  in  the  following  extract  from  his  message  : 
“ The  relation  between  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  in  whom  legislative  power  is  con- 
ciirently  vested,  is  sufficiently  analogous  to  illustrate 
that  between  the  executive  and  senate  in  making  ap- 
pointments and  treaties.  The  two  houses  are  in  like 
manner  independent  of  and  co-ordinate  with  each 
other;  and  the  invariable  practice  of  each  in  ap- 
pointing’ committees  of  conference  and  consultation 
isto  cm n mission  them  to  confer  not- with  the  co-or- 


dinate body  itself,  but  with  a committee  of  that  bo- 
dy. And  although  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
may  be  too  numerous  to  hold  conveniently  a confer- 
ence with  committees,  were  they  to  be  appointed  by 
either  to  confer  with  the  entire  body  of  the  oilier,  it 
may  be  fairly  presumed  that  if  the  whole  number  of 
i either  branch  were  not  too  large  for  the  purpose,  the 
objection  to  such  a conference,  being  against  the 
principle  as  derogatory  from  the  co-ordinate  rela- 
tions of  the  two  houses,  would  retain  all  its  force  ’* 
The  reasoning  of  the  president  drawn  from  this 
alleged  analogy,  is  somewhat  remarkable.  It  com- 
mences with  an  effort,  to  establish  a distinction  be- 
tween a conference  conducted  on  the  part  of  e ch 
house  through  the  medium  of  committees,  ..s  lie 
without  his  usual  attention  to  critical  correc  n ss, 
calls  them,  and  a conference,  conducted  directly  be- 
tween the  two  houses  in  their  entire  char,  cter,  and 
founds  this  distinction  upon  the  suggestion,  th.it 
“the  invariable  practice  of  each  in  appointing  com- 
mittees of  conference  and  consultation,  is,  to  com- 
mission them  to  confer  not  with  the  co-ordinate  body 
itself,  but  a committee  of  that  bodv.”  I do  not  k ovv 
that  either  branch  of  congress  gives  to  its  confer.’ t-s, 
commissions  specifying  the  precise  tribunal  v h 
which  each  is  to  confer  ; but  in  feet  from  a price  le 
of  convenience,  and  reciprocal  equality  the  conferees 
do  confer  with  each  other,  but  expressly  and  practi- 
cally 071  the  part  of  their  respective  houses.  These 
conferees  are  not  properly  and  s rictly  speaking  com- 
mittees at  all,  nor  are  they  so  called  m the  journals  of 
either  house,  but  managers  on  the  part  of  the  house & 
respectively.  The  want  of  a critical  attention  to  this 
distinction  may  have  been  the  cause  of  an  error  on 
tiie  p.u'tof  the  president  on  this  point,  if  indeed,  it 
should  be  conceived,  he  has  unintentionally  fallen  in- 
to one.  The  ooject  of  this  arrangement,  is,  that  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  each  house , may  make  or  re- 
ceive propositions  for  compromising,  or  in  any  way 
adjusting  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  houses, 
subject  m every  case  to  the  final  control  of  the  entire 
bodies  of  the  two  houses  themselves  ; and  the  ma- 
nagers at  the  conference , are  for  these  purposes  in- 
vested with  the  attributes  of  the  entire  houses,  and 
completely  so  far,  identified  with  them — and  so 
scrupulously  attentive,  are  the  two  houses  compo- 
sing the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  to  the  identi- 
fication of  each,  with  its  managers  at  a costfei'encej 
that  during  the  sitting  of  the  conferees,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  all  business  is  suspended  by  both 
houses.  The  due  understanding  of  this  point  is  so  im- 
portant, to  the  due  estimation  of  the  distinction  up- 
on which  the  president  founds  his  refusal  of  the  pro- 
posed conference  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  that  I 
btig  to  introduce  a full  journal  of  . the  two  houses  of 
congress  in  a particular  case  of  a conference  upon 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  at  the  last 
session.  It  is  as  follows  : 

“July  2 7, 1813. — The  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ‘an  act  laying  dudes 
on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandize.’ 

“ On  motion, 

“ Resolved , That  they  insist  on  their  amendments 
and  ask  .a  cpnference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  houses. 

“ Ordered,  That  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Worthington  and 
Mr.  Giles,  be  the.  managers  at  the  said  conference  on 
the  part  o f the  senate. 

“ Ordered,  That  the  secretary  notify  the  house  of 
r e p r e sen  t a 1 1 v e s a c co r d i n gly . 

July 28,  1813. — The  house  proceeded  to  consider 
vhe  message  from  the  senate  insisting  on  certain  of 
their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  this  house,  to  the’ 
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bill  “laying  duties  bn  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors  and  foreign  merchandize  where- 
upon, 

“ Resolved , I'hat  this  house  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  requested  by  the  senate  up'on  tile 
subject  matter. thereof,  and  that  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor and  Mr.  Roberts  be  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  the  part  of  this  house. 

“ They  also  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bdl,  entitled  “An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retaders  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors  and  foreign  merchandize.”  They 
agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  pao't. 

“ July  29,  1813. — Mr.  King,  from  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  senate  at  the  conference  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled “An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines, spirituous  liquors  and  foreign  merchandize,” 
reported  certain  modifications  of  the  amendments 
disagreed  to. 

“ Whereupon, 

“ Resolved,  That  the  senate  concur  in  the  report 
of  the  conferences,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 

“ July  30,  1813. — A message  from  the  house  of 
representatives,  by  Mr.  Magmder,  their  clerk  : 

“ Mr.  President — The/umse  of  representatives  agree 
to  the  modification  of  the  amendments  of  the  senate , to 
the  bill,  entitled  “An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors  and  foreign  mer- 
chandize;” as  reported  by  the  managers  at  the  con- 
ference on  the  said  bill” 

From  an  attentive  perusal  of  these  journals  it 
must  appear,  that  a conference  upon  a disagreeing 
vote,  is  considered  to  be  essentially  carried  on  be- 
tween the  two  houses  themselves,  but  conducted 
through  the  medium  of  managers  on  the  part  of  each, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  convenience.  If  then,  the 
senate  can  transfer  all  its  powers  for  particular  ob- 
jects to  managers  or  committees,  the  distinction  be- 
tween a conference  with  the  senate  itself  and  its 
committee  acting  in  its  place  and  stead  upon  the 
ground  of  derogation  from  executive  dignity,  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  be  rather  fanciful,  than  solid.  It 
will  not  escape  attention,  that  whilst  the  president 
no  where  expressly  admits,  the  right  of  the  senate 
to  ask  a conference  with  the  executive  in  a body ; 
yet  it  is  clearly  inferable  from  the  principle  of  analo- 
gy between  the  two  houses  of  congress,  which  he 
relies  upon  as  the  standard  and  rule  of  his  conduct ; 
and  if  that  be  admitted,  it  certainly  exempts  the 
senate  from  the  uncharitable  imputation,  thrown 
against  it  by  certain  sapient  observers,  of  a design 
by  this  mode  of  proceeding  to  trench  upon  the  exe- 
cutive authority.  For  if  that  were  the  object,  the 
whole  body  of  the  senate  would  surely  possess  a 
more  overawing  influence  over  the  president  than  a 
committee  of  the  same  body.  But  after  the  presi- 
dent conceives  that  he  has  established  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  senate  and  its  committee,  pursuing 
the  analogy  of  the  proceedings  between  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  he  arrives  at  this  conclusion  : 

“And  although  both  branches  oH  the  legislature 
may  be  too  flumerous  to  hold  conveniently  a confer- 
ence with  committees,  were  they  to  be  appointed 
by  either  to  confer  with  the  entire  body  of  the  other, 
it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  if  the  whole  num- 
ber of  either  branch  were  not  too  large  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  objection  to  such  a conference,  being 
against  the  principle,  as  derogatory  from  the  co-or- 
dinate relations  of  the  two  houses,  would  retain  all 
its  force.” 

H must  strike  every  observer,  that  to  enable  the 
1 l esident  to  get  at  this  conclusion,  he  puts  a suppo- 
x ibus  case,  which  could  scarcely  ever  happen  in 


practice  : he  then  makes  a presumption  from  this 
supposed  imaginary  case,  and  then  draws  his  con- 
clusion from  some  supposed  analogy,  to  that  pre- 
sumption. Even  the  blind  partiality  of  the  presi- 
dent’s most,  devoted  friends  must  admit,  that  this  is 
rather  a theoretical  and  ingenious  mode  of  reason- 
ing, than  a practical  and  conclusive  one.  If  the  se- 
nate  can  transfer  all  its  attributes  to  a part  of  its 
own  body  for  certain  incohate  purposes,  as  I believe 
it  can,  and  often  does,  then  would  that  part,  for 
those  purposes  possessing  all  the  attributes  of  the 
whole  body,  be  co-ordinate  with  the  senate  itself ; 
and  of  course,  so  far  co-ordinate  with  the  executive* 
This  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent  himself,  when  on  another  occasion  he  observed 
in  reply  to  the  chairman  of  another  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  him,  that  he  did  not  consi- 
der the  authority  given  to  the  committee  by  the  re- 
solution, such  as  would  authorise  them  to  call  on 
him  in  theirofficial  character  ; but  if  they  Were  spe- 
cially instructed  by  the  senate,  he  would  freely  receive 
them,  and  appoint  a time  for  that  purpose  ; special 
instructions  in  that  case  were  accordingly  given  by 
the  senate  to  the  committee.  Why  this  distinction 
between  the  mere  appointment  of  a committee,  and  spe - 
cial  instructions  under  that  appointment,  unless  it 
was  upon  the  principle,  that  the  senate  possessed 
the  faculty  of  transpiring  its  powers,  to  its  commit- 
tees for  certain  purposes.  But  whether  this  pre- 
sumption  be  fairly  drawn  in  theory  or  not,  the  true 
reply  to  this  course  of  reasoning,  I conceive  to  be 
that  the  practice  of  conducting  business  between 
the  two  houses  of  congress  by  managers  or  confer- 
ences upon  disagreeing  votes  between  them,  is  found- 
ed altogether  upon  principles  of  utility  and  conve- 
nience. Its  object  is,  to  facilitate  the  public  busi- 
ness, by  harmonizing  their  proceedings  ; and  if  tha 
suppositious  case  could  really  exist,  and  mutual 
convenience  could  be  produced  by  it,  I presume, 
whatever  presumption  might  be  drawn  from  it  in 
theory,  that  in  practice,  the  want  of  co-ordination 
on  the  part  of  a committee  then  invested  with  pow- 
ers, would  not  long  be  deemed  a sufficient  consi- 
deration, to  defeat  arrangements  founded  altogether 
in  mutual  convenience,  and  practical  utility. 

The  presumption  therefore,  drawn  from  the  ima- 
ginary theoretical  ease,  seems  to  be  more  than  ques- 
tionable. But  there  is  another  defect,  and  a very 
material  one  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  the  president’s 
final  conclusion  . 

It  conists  in  the  essential  difference  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  tribunals  supposed  to  be  analogous* 
Each  house  of  congress  consists  of  numbers.  The 
executive,  of  a single  individual.  It  would  be  mani- 
festly inconvenient  from  that  circumstance  for  a 
committee  to  confer  with  either  house  collectively; 
but  it  would  be  entirely  convenient  for  it  to  confer' 
with  the  executive,  consisting  of  a single  individual* 
This  difference  is  fully  illustrated,  in  the  extent  to 
which  the  president  carried  this  principle  of  analo- 
gy, in  authorising  his  secretary  of  state,  to  personify 
the  executive  in  confering  with  a committee  of  the 
senate  appointed  to  confer  with  the  executive  au- 
thority itself.  Whereas,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion, the  secretary  does  not  possess  one  atom  of  ex- 
ecutive authority ; nor  does  the  president  possess 
the  power  to  invest  him  with  one,  the  office  want- 
ing* the  co-ordination  with  the  chief  executive  au- 
thority of  the  nation,  essential  to  such  a purpose ; 
but  a committee  of  the  senate  does  participate  in  the 
character,  and  powers  of  the  senate,  and  for  cer- 
tain incohate  purposes  may  be  invested  with  its 
whole  powers,  and  of  course  would  not  be  wanting 
in  respect  to  co-ordination  with  the  executive.  Nor 
do  I see,  how  the  executive  from  its  indivisibility*, 
can  make  a committee  of  itself,  analogous  to  the 
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proceeding.  of  either  house  of  congress ; and  it  is 
evident  that,  from  this  dissimilarity  in  its  organiza- 
tion, from  its  physical  incapacity,  it  cannot  in  tins 
respect  conform  to  the  proceedings  of  either.  The 
secretary  of  state  personifying  the  executive,  tor 
tile  purpose  of  conferring,  would  be  analogous  to 
the  secretary  of  the  senate  personifying  that  body 
for  he  same  purpose  ; each  being  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  constitution,  subordinate,  the  mere 
scribe  to  the  tribunal,  to  which  he  belongs,  ana  in- 
capable of  participating  in  its  powers,  or  attributes. 
Tbi  exposition  shows,  the  uncertainty  of  theoreti- 
cal vesuivs,  when  drawn  from  practical  dissimilari- 
ties. This  aiso  lead*  me  to  consider  the  character 
of  the  transaction  in  relation  to  its  suggested  en- 
croachment on  i lie  execu*  we  authority. 

ft  should  be  recollected,  that  the  executive,  in 
relation  to  the  senate,  upon  the  subjects  of  treaties, 
and  appointments  to  office,  is  the  active  originating 
power.  Tiie  senate,  the  passive,  preventive  power. 
The  executive  therefore  presents  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tiie  senate  all  original  objects.  The  senate 
may  give,  or  deny  them  activity.  But  in  the  case 
of  denial,  the  power  of  the  senate,  is  at  an  end. — 
It  has  no  objects.  It  can  originate  no  substitute. — 
The  obvious  effect  of  a conference  between  them, 
therefore,  would  be,  to  give  the  executive  vhe  ad- 
vantage, of  superadding  to  the  views  of  the  senate, 
his  own  considerations,  in  favor  of  his  own  policy  or 
objects,  winch  if  left  to  the  deliberations  of  the  se- 
nate unaided,  might  be  overlooked  or  not  compre- 
hended. It  would  certainly  give  him  the  adyum  age 
of  Ins  own  reasoning,  in  favor  of  his  own  objects, 
without  my  disadvantage,  which  presents  itself  to 
my  mind  ; — whereas  the  senate,  could  have  no  reci- 
procal advantage,  possessing  no  reciprocal  originat- 
ing power.  It  certainly  subjects  tiie  senate  to  an  ad- 
ditional executive  influence,  without  any  counter- 
vailing influence  on  its  part.  The  idle  imputation 
of  an  intended  encroachment,  thus  appears  to  be 
utterly  unfounded  ; unless  indeed,  tne  ethics  of 
certain  fashionable  moralists,  should  be  received,  as 
orthodox  ; always  to  impute  a bad  motive,  to  a good 
action  , in  disrespect  to  the  evangelical  rules  of  the 
old  school,  to  regard  the  infirmities  of  our  natures, 
with  so  much  charity  and  tenderness,  as  always  to 
presume  a good  motive,  for  even  a questionable  ac- 
tion. 

Hitherto  this  subject  has  been  examined  upon  the 
principle  of  analogy  drawn  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress.  These  without  any 
constitutional  provisions  on  the  subject,  are  founded 
solely  upon  voluntary  arrangements  between  them 
for  mutual  convenience,  and  have  been  found  ex- 
tremely beneficial  in  practice.  It  appears  to  me,  that 
some  similar  course  of  proceedings,  between  the  ex- 
ecutive and  senate  upon  all  points  of  concurrent  juris- 
diction-* but  none  others , if  not  enjoined,  is  at  least 
recommended  from  the  intimate  connection  establish- 
ed between  them  bj  tiie  constitution.  In  the  2nd 
section  of  the  2nd  article  of  that  instrument,  the 
following  power  amongst  others  is  given  to  the  ex- 
ecutive. “ He,  (to  wit,  the  president)  may  require 
the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in 
each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject 
relating  to  the  duties  of  the  respective  offices.”  Upon 
this  authority  it  is  s ad  tiie  executive  has  formed  a 
cabinet  of  con  saltation  and  advice  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, upon  all  points  of  general  policy  ; and 
■without  confining  each  to  his  opinion  in  - writing  upon 
any  mbject  relating  to  the  duties  of  his  particular  of- 
fice. This  has  been  done  by  every  president,  I be- 
lieve, without  any  scruples  upon  the  principle  of  a 
Want  of  co-ordination.  I do  not  mean  to  question  the 
propriety  of  this  proceeding ; my  object  is  to  com- 


p ire  tiie  connection,  established  by  this  clause  of  th* 
constitution,  between  the  executive  and  principal 
officers  .if  .1.  p.uiments,  and  that,  by  another  clause, 
be  ween  the  executive  and  he  senate. 

B\  the  same  section  and  mcle,  this  power  is  giv- 
en to  the  executive — “He  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  make 
treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  senators  present 
concur,  and  he  shall  nominate,  by  and  with  the 
adv  ce  and  consent  of  the  >enate,  shall  appoint  am- 
bassadors, other  public  m rasters,  and  consuls,  judg- 
es of  tiie  supreme  court,  id  all  other  officers  of  the 
Uuited  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  an.,  which  shall  be  establish- 
ed by  law7.”  In  these  respects  the  most  emphatical 
terms  are  used  to  establish  the  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  execu;  iv-.  and  senate.  The  presi- 
dent shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  sliaU  appoint,  See.  &c. 

T i-  term  “advice,”  is  as  emphatical  an  one,  as 
could  be  used  to  make  the  senate  the  constitutional 
tribunal  of  advice  to  the  executive,  upon  all  subjects 
to  which  it  relates.  But  ihe  senate  is  not  only  to 
advise  die  executive  in  these  respects,  its  consent  is 
to  be  given  to  certain  executive  acts.  Consent  im- 
plies the  exercise  of  will ; and  the  exercise  of  will, 
involves  the  consequences  of  responsibility.  The 
plain  language  of  the  constitution  to  each  senator,  is 
this,  you  are  not  only  to  advise  the  president,  but 
you  are  to  give  vour  oivn  consent  to  his  acts  ; and  are 
therefore  to  be  as  responsible  for  them  to  the  nation,  as 
himself.  The  relations  thus  established,  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  of  the  most  intimate,  and  confidential 
nature,  ami  in  my  judgment,  it  would  conduce  very 
much  the  due  exercise  of  these  powers,  to  agree  up- 
on some  mode  by  which  an  interchange  of  opinion 
between  the  executive  and  senate,  might  be  had  at 
some  intermediate  stage  of  its  deliberations  upon 
executive  propositions  and  before  its  final  decision.* 
The  sen  te  devised  the  mode  on  its  part,  of  investing 
a committee  of  its  own  body  with  all  its  powers, 

* To  relieve  the  appreeensions  ol  many  well  dispo- 
sed people,  for  the  safety  of  the  executive  authority* 
in  consequence  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  se- 
nate, to  advise  or  interchange  opinions  with  the  pre- 
sident, through  the  medium  of  a committee,  upon 
subjects  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  only  at  some  in- 
termediate stage  of  the  deliberations,  and  before  the 
final  act,  of  the  senate,  they  are  respectfully  inform- 
ed, that  when  the  federal  government  first  went  into 
operation,  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  established  by 
the  constitution  between  the  executive  and  senate 
upon  the  subject  of  nominations  to  office,  was  deem- 
ed by  general  Washington  to  be  of  so  intimate  a cha- 
racter, that  he  always  attended  the  senate  in  person, 
when  deliberating  upon  that  subject,  to  hear  its  opi- 
nions and  receive  its  advice  at  all  stages  of  its  deli- 
berations. An  unlucky  incident  induced  him  to  de- 
cline his  personal  attendance  in  the  senate  thereafter, 
and  by  letter  addressed  to  the  senate  he  stated  the 
reasons  of  his  determination  in  that  respect,  1 do  not 
at  this  time  recollect  the  contents  of  those  reasons, 
but  1 presume  they  had  relation  to  the  incident 
which  induced  the  conduct.  They,  I believe,  had 
no  relation  either  to  the  want  of  co-ordination,  or  ap- 
prehensions of  encroachments  upon  the  ex-  cu  ve 
authority.  Nor  does  the  present  president  conde- 
scend to  place  his  refusal  upon  any  apprehensions 
of  that  kind that  idea  is  certainly  a mere  after- 

thought of  officious  friends;  which  I am  sure  he 
would  disclaim.  Many  inconveniences  attended  the 
first  practice  of  being  always  present  at  the  exami- 
nation of  every  nomination,  from  which,  the  last 
mode  pointed  out,  would  be  entirely  exempt. 
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and  after  requesting  a respectful  conference  with  the 
executive,  authorising  it,  to  act  on  its  part , at  that 
conference.  The  president  has  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  decline  this  overture,  and  thus  to  deny  all  inter-i 
mediate  interchange  of  opinion  with  the  sen  te  upon 
executive  propositions ; and  to  x-eceive  its  advice, 
only  by  its  final  act.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid 
attaching  to  this  act,  an  air  of  defiance,  unfrendly 
in  its  tendency  to  that  reciprocal  confidence,  and  co- 
operation between  the  two  tribunals,  waich  the  pub- 
lic interests  seem  imperiously  to  require.  The  pre- 
sident, as  an  independent  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, had  an  unquestionable  right  to  decline  the 
overture,  and  having,  as  I verily  believe,  with  the 
purest  motives,  laid  down  the  rule  of  his  own  con- 
duct, it  will  doubtless,  be  cheerfully  and  I hope, 
with  unabated  confidence,  and  good  will  acquiesced 
in  by  the  senate  during  the  remaining  part  of  his  ad- 
ministration. Perhaps  too,  it  will  become  the  p^r 
manent  rule  of  proceeding  between  the  two  tribunals 
in*all  future  times.  Rut  1 have  yet  to  learn  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  principle  upon  which  the  refusal  was 
founded,  and  I have  also  yet  to  learn,  that  the  xe- 
cutive  authority  of  the  nation  will  be  improved  by  it. 

WM.  B.  GILES. 

JVigivam,  October  23,  1813. 


Legislature  of  Ohio. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives , 

Convened  at  a period  interesting  to  your  constitu- 
ents, and  delegated  to  the  discharge  of  the  most  im- 
portant duties  ; you  may  find  in  the  general  health 
and  fruitfulness  of  the  last  season,  ample  cause  for 
congratulation  and  motives  of  gratitude  to  the  Great 
Dispenser  of  every  good  gift. 

The  United  States  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  be  exempted  from  the  calamities  of  wav,  winch 
for  a long  time  has  convulsed  and  continues  to  agi- 
tate the  nations  of  the  old  world. 

War,  though  ever  to  be  deprecated,  is  not  the 
greatest  of  evils  ; and  when  compared  to  national 
abasement,  and  the  degradation  of  independence,  ap- 
pears less  obnoxious,  and  when  founded  on  justice, 
to  conduct,  to  support  and  invigorate  it,  becomes  a 
duty. 

Compelled  to  this  justifiable  resort  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights,  essential  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  nation,  and  which  cannot  be  abandoned  without 
their  sacrifice,  peace  must  be  redeemed  by  the 
sword.  In  the  progress  of  the  American  arms,  be- 
nevolence has  added  honor  to  victory  ; wanton  seve- 
rities, cruel  depredations,  and  remorseless  ferocities 
have  stained  the  banners  of  the  enemy  with  a crim- 
soned inhumanity.  Regretful  indeed  as  are  these 
considerations  to  a peace-loving  nation,  there  are  ne- 
vertheless consolations  to  be  found  in  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  well 
as  the  inevitable  urgency  of  the  occasion. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  ur- 
gent requisitions  have  been  made  on  me  by  the’com 
manding  general  of  the  8th  United  States  military- 
district,  for  the  aid  of  the  militia  of  Ohio.  Upon 
every  call  to  arms  the  militia  have  marched  with  a 
prompt  and  cheerful  alacrity,  conducted  with  a com- 
jnendable  subordination,  and  acquired  no  inconsider- 
able degree  of  improvement  in  good  order  and  dis- 
cipline; and  although  unable  to  reach  a retiring 
enemy,  the  troops  were  of  essential  service  to  the 
north  west  army,  by  furnishing  large  transportations 
and  escorts  of  its  provisions,  artillery,  and  muni- 
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tions  of  war.  Two  thous  ncl  of  the  Ohio  militia  arc 
now  on  duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
are  stationed  ai  forts  St  Mary’s,  Amand  , Jennings, 
i Winchester,  M‘Arthur,  Findlay,  Meigs,  Upper  San- 
dusky, Lower  San..usky  and  Portage,  within  tiie 
bounds  of  the  state,  and  :«t  Detroit,  in  Michigan. 

The  splendid  and  auspicious  victory  on  lakeEriew 
the  capture  of  a British  force  in  a contiguous  sect  ion 
of  Upper  Canada — the  dispersion  of  many  savaivs, 
and  the  conclusion  of  an  armistice  with  oth<-  s as 
precursory  to  peace,  afford  .<  brighter  prospect  ,n  - ',e 
western  horizon,  heretofore  beclouded  wuh  disap- 
pointment and  disas:er. 

These  successes  promise  greater  exemption  from 
the  cruelties  of  the  infuriate  savage  and  his  inhuman 
instigator; — yielding  a degree  of  relief  from  those 
apprehensions  which  have  been  trul)  , filleting  to 
our  frontier  inhabitants.  An  extinguishment  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  Indian  title  io  lands  lying 
vvi’hin  the  bounds  of  the  state  may  soon  be  exp  ctecl; 
and  under  the  act  of  congress  “/o  authorize,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  to  ascertain  and  designate 
certain  boundaries' ’ it  is  hoped  that  the  western  and 
northern  boundaries  of  the  state  may,  at.  an  early  sea- 
son, be  demarked  and  established ; and  that  a re- 
tarded emigration  will  redouble  its  pace  to  our 
healthy  climate  and  faithful  soil. 

The  fifty -third  section  of  the  militia  law,  pro- 
viding for  the  assessment  of  fines  for  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  march  on  tours  of  dury\  h s received  va- 
rious and  contradictory  constructions  by  the  militia 
boards  of  enquiry;  the  merits  or  demerits  of  he 
delinquent  in  regard  to-  neglect  or  refus  1,  sct-nt  in 
many  instances  not  to  have  b en  considered — bin  the 
highest  possible  penalties  hive  been  adjudged.  It 
will  be  perceived,  that  such  decisions  must  press 
heavily  on  those  whose  circumstances  are  unprosper* 
ous  or  unfortunate — and  that  a more  uniform  rule 
ought  to  be  prescribed,  while  shielding  from  too 
much  rigor,  should  gu..rd  against  a too  great  relaxa- 
tion of  the  principle  of  duty. 

The  major-general  of  the  third  division  of  militia, 
having  accepted  a military  appointment  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  resigned  his  commission  from 
the  state.  The  major-general  of  the  second  divi- 
sion has  also  accepted  a similar  appointment,  but 
has  not  formally  and  in  writing  resigned  his  militia 
commission.  I consider  both  offices  as  vacant — and 
for  the  purpose  of  a more  complete  organization, 
desire  that  those  vacancies  may  be  early  supplied; 
together  with  that  of  quarter-master-general  of  the 
second  division.  The  resolution  of  the  general  as- 
sembly respecting  the  mounting  and  equipping  ar- 
tillery, has  been  complied  with,  During  the  last  and 
the  present  year,  several  articles  of  property  were 
advanced  by  individuals  and  others  impressed  for 
military  purposes ; it  will  be  proper  to  provide  the 
means  of  compensation  fpr  those  articles, 

To  facilitate  the  payment  of  Ohio  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  I recommend  the  im- 
mediate creation  of  the  office,  and  making’  the  ap- 
pointment of  paymaster-general  of  the  militia  of  Ohio , 
through  whose  hands  all  monies  for  militia  pa}’, 
which  shall  be  received  from  the  paymaster-general 
of  the  armies  of  the  U,  States,  shall  pass  to  the  re- 
gimental paymaster — conforming  in  his  duties  to  the 
regulations  of  the  United  States  as  they  may  be  pre- 
scribed. The  great  delays  and  difficulties  which 
have  oceured  in  the  payment  of  the  militia,  have 
almost  precluded  a compensation  for  their  services. 
Should  such  officer  be  appointed,  I cun  instantly  fur- 
nish him  with  the  public  regulations,  laws,  forma 
and  instructions  on  the  subject  of  his  duty. 

An  account  of  the  disbursement  of  monies  drawn 
fi’Qm  the  treasury,  by  authority  of  the  law  ‘Ho.  pro 
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vide  blankets  for  the  Ohio  militia  then  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,”  and  of  tlie  act  amendatory 
thereto ; and  an  account  of  sums  drawn  from  the 
contingent  fund,  will  soon  be  presented  for  your 
examination. 

For  the  maintaining  a regularity  of  accountship 
between  the  auditor’s  and  treasurer’s  offices,  no  mo- 
nies (it  is  considered)  should  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  except  through  the  auditor’s  office. — The 
drawing  of  monies  from  the  treasury  under  theJast 
mentioned  acts,  exemplifies  the  necessity  of  an  ad- 
herence to  that  principle,  and  the  departure  from 
which  in  the  above  case  will  require  the  correction 
of  a law.  It  will  renew  to  the  legislature  the  intima- 
tion given  on  a former  occasion,  that  there  ought 
upon  principle  to  be  an  examining  check  on  the 
treasury  department. 

Conformable  to  a resolution  passed  the  last  ses- 
sion, “relative  to  the  jurisdictional  right  of  the  slate 
of  OJiio  over  the  Ohio  river  ” I have  transmitted 
copies  thereof  to  the  executive  authorities  of  Virgi- 
nia and  Kentucky  ; to  these  communications  no  an- 
swer hats  been  received,  but  have  been  inofficially 
informed  that  the  legislatures  of  those  states  had 
entered  on  their  consideration  but  had  not  come  to 
a decision. 

It  is  a satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  univer- 
sity of  Ohio  established  at  Athens,  is  in  an  improv- 
ing condition,  increasing  in  reputation  and  utility-— 
but  with  regret  I learn  that  the  progress  of  the 
Miami  University  has  beep  retarded  beyond  public 
and  private  expectation.  Whether  radical  defects 
pxist  in  the  mode  of  the  disposal  of  its  lands,  or  an 
injudicious  neglect  in  the  management  of  its  con- 
cerns, is  meriting  your  investigation. 

A list  of  vacancies,  which  have  occurred  and  ex- 
ecutive appointments  made,  is  presented.  Some 
vacancies  will  require  an  early  supply,  as  the  times 
of  holding  some  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  are 
near. 

The  increasing  number  of  counties  and  townships, 
mat'  require  an  enlarged  distribution  of  the  laws. 

In  consequence  of  several  former  laws  relating  to 
taxes  on  lands,  a variety  of  papers  and  documents 
have  been  deposited,  and  yet  remain  in  offices  of  the 
clerks  of  the  original  counties — such  papers  and 
documents  should,  by  a law  to  be  passed,  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  possession  of  the  clerks  of  the  county 
commissioners,  of  those  counties  in  which  the  lands 
lye,  and  to  which  such  papers  and  documents  re- 
spectively relate. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  turn  your  attention  to 
a subject  of  superior  importance  : 

The  act  of  the  United  States,  “to  lay  and  collect  a 
threat  tax  in  the  United  States ,”  passed  the  2d  day  of 
August,  1813,  apportions  the  quota  of  the  state  of 
Ohio  atone  hundred  and  four  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  and  fourteen  cents.  The  seventh 
section  of  the  act  provides,  that  where  a state  pays 
its  quota  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  tenth  day  of  February  next,  such  state 
shall  be  entitled  to  a deduction  of  fifteen  per  cen- 
tum ; or  if  paid  before  the  tenth  day  of  May  next, 
to  a deduction  of  ten  per  centum. 

Many  reasons,  both  of  state  economy  and  general 
policy,  might  be  presented  in  favor  of  the  expedien- 
cy of  availing  the  state  of  the  benefits  derivable  from 
the  proposition.  I will  however  but  remark,  that 
in  addition  to  the  value  of  the  deduction  proffered 
in  the  7th  section  of  the  law,  will  be  the  amount  of 
taxes  impotable  on  lands  purchased  under  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  in  a just  and  equal  proportion  of 
the  state’s  quota  of  the  direct  tax  which  lands 
have  heretofore  been  exempt  from  taxation,  though 
ltQ>v  rendered  liable  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  afore- 


said act,  provided  the  state  shall  pay  its  quota  by 
either  of  the  days  specified  in  the  section  next  pre- 
ceding. The  ability  of  the  state,  to  advance  its 
quota,  to  me  appears  unquestionably  competent. — 
You  will  by  the  auditor’s  report,  perceive,  that  there 
is  now  in,  and  shortly  will  be  accruing  to  the  state 
treasury,  a surplus  of  monies  beyond  the  ordinary 
Exigencies  of  the  state.  If  the  subject  shall  be  con- 
sidered, it  will  require  an  early  attention. 

By  the  act  of  the  United  Slates  “ laying  duties  on 
sales  at  auction  of  merchandize,  and  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels,”  duties  are  payable  to  the  United  States.  By  a 
reference  to  that  act  it  will  appear  necessary  that 
you  should  provide,  by  law,  for  the  appointment  of 
licence  of  auctioneers.  1'he  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  are  quoted,  will  be  furnished  the  ge- 
neral assembly. 

The  state  penitentiary  will  (doubtless)  be  com- 
pleted by  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
legislature  ,•  and  before  its  destined  and  appropriate 
use  can  be  beneficial,  our  criminal  code  must  under- 
go a prudent  revision,  adapted  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  punishment  by  labor  and  confinement ; and 
a system  of  police  prison  regulations  established. 

In  making  such  revisal,  and  forming  such  regula- 
tions, a resort  will  be  had  to  experience  and  sys- 
tems of  other  states,  for  the  obtaining  of  informa- 
tion. It  may  be  for  you  to  decide  if  it  might  not 
be  useful  that  suitable  persons  should  be  authorised 
to  prepare  such  revision  and  police  regulations  du- 
ring the  recess  and  to  present  them  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  for  examination. 

The  globe,  at  this  period,  exhibits  the  singular 
spectacle  of  but  one  nation  (self- governed  by  the 
voice  and  will  of,  free  citizens)  contending  amid  the 
storms  of  a tempestuous  political  world,  for  those 
rights  which  God  and  nature  lias  bestowed. 

In  the  belligerent  condition  of  our  country  it  be- 
hoves all  invested  with  magistracy,  command  or 
legislation,  to  discharge  with  prudence,  energy  and 
fortitude,  their  various  allotments  of  duty. 

To  you,  g'entlemen,  is  assigned  the  province  ftf 
preserving  morals,  by  providing  for  the  correction 
of  crimes,  by  making  salutary  reforms  and  usetul 
improvements  of  the  laws  ; of  encouraging  arts  of 
general  and  domestic  manufacture  ; of  patronising 
that  education,  which,  while  it  enlightens  the  un- 
derstanding, corrects  the  heart ; and  of  countenanc- 
ing a religion  replete  with  benignity  and  consolation. 

I have  thus  suggested  a few  objects  for  your  con- 
sideration ; your  equal  information  and  knowledge 
will  furnish  you  with  many  others  of  a beneficial 
nature. 

Though  dear  to  us  are  our  institutions,  there  are 
duties  (important  and  precious)  to  be  performed  in 
our  federative  relation?.  United  by  principle — in- 
structed by  historic  example,  and  fortified  by  our 
own  experience,  a supreme  attachment  to  the  inte- 
grity of  the  union  deserves  to  be  cultivated  with 
fervid  devotion.  Notwithstanding  there  may  be  a 
hostile  few  who  with  an  unhallowed  hand,  would 
separate  the  columns  and  demolish  the  edifice  ot 
qur  liberties. 

The  unity  of  political  sentiment  which  generally 
pervades  the  state,  is  a source  of  satisfaction  ; and 
to  promote  a concord,  as  happy  for  the  citizen  as 
salutary  for  the  public,  will  be  a pleasing  duty  to  the 
representatives  of  free  constituents,  who  discard- 
ing the  distinctive  appellations  ot  party,  should  be 
proud  of  the  name  of  American. 

With  the  heritage  of  freedom  a constitution  and 
laws  as  liberal  as  can  comport  with  the  happiness  of 
man  and  his  protection,  before  us, — we  should  be 
unworthy  of  their  enjoyment,  and  ungrateful  for 
the  beneficent  boons,  were  we  not  to  aid  in  the  pre- 
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serration  of  their  puvitv  to  the  extent  of  every  ra- 
tional and  physical  ability. 

To  the  hope  of  an  useful  result  to  your  legisla- 
tive labors,  to  which  1 will  at  all  times  give,  wnh 
cheerfulness,  every  official  aid — l will  add  'he  su  - 
plication,  that  nr  who  can  check  the  raying  of  the 
heathen,  and  quiet  the  tumults  of  nations , would  guv  e 
-wisdom  to  our  counsellors , strength  to  our  arm ie  . 
and  overshadow  our  beloved  country  with  the  win^t 
of  his  protection. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS. 

Chilicothe , Dec.  7,  1813. 


And  af  er  debate,  on  mo'  ion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  ordered, 
nat  the  bill  be  re-committed  to  the  original  com- 
mttee  further  to  consider  and  report  on  the  fourth 
■ection  thereof. 

Wednesday , December  15. — Mr.  Anderson  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
.ons  to  whom  are  recommitted  the  b ll  laying  ah 
unbargo  oh  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  reported  amendments 
to  the  fourth  section— and  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  considered  as  in  committee  of  die  whole— and 
die  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the  amend- 


Senatorial  Proceedings. 

SECRET  JOURNAL. 

Thursday , December  9,  1813, — Tne  following  con- 
fidential message  was  received  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary. 

[The  same  as  communicated  to  the  house  ol  re- 
presentatives.— See  page  287  of  the  Register. 

The  message  was  read. 

Ou  motion,  ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  this  day  appointed  on  so  much  of  the 
mesgage  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  our  foreign  relations,  with  leave  to  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Monday,  Dec.  13.— Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  from  the 
committee  appointed  the  9th  instant  on  this  subject, 
reported  in  part  a bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
Ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  in  part  read. 

A confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  by  Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  two  of  their  members  : 

Mr.  President— The  house  of  representatives  have 
passed  a bill  (in  confidence)  “laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,”  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  senate.  And  they  withdrew. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read ; and 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  se- 
nate, so  far  as  relates  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  at  this  time,; 

And  the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  ordered,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  9th  inst 
op  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  our  foreign  relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  ordered,  that  the  bill 
this  day  reported  by  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
be  recommitted  to  the  original  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, reported  the  bill  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives with  amendments ; which  were  read. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  bill 
and  amendments  be  confidentially  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  senate  ; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  question  was 
divided  ; and  it  was  agreed  that  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  as  Reported  by  the  committee  be  confiden- 
tially printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

Tuesday,  December  14. — The  senate  resumed,  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee — and  Mr.  Anderson  was  requested 
to  take  the  chair. 

Whereupon,  the  amendments  were  amended  and 
adopted, 


ffnents  were  agreed  to. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  to  expunge  from  sec, 

2,  ime  3,  the  words  “goods,  wares,  merchandize, 
produce ;” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  9,  nays  25, 
as  follows : 

VE  S.— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  taorc, 
King,  Mason,  Smith,  Wills.— 9. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  And-  rso.  , Bibb,  of  Geo.  Bl  <lsoe,  Brent,  Camp* 
b It,  Chace,  Gaillard,  German,  Gil  s,  Gilman,  Goldsborongh, 
Horsey,  How,  II.  Hunt  r,  I .acock,  Lambert,  L-ib,  tyorrow.  Kobin- 
son,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 25. 

On  motion  by  M . Mason,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
following  words,  ‘and  with  the  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  other  than  provisions  and  military, 
stores  ou  board  of  such  foreign  ship  or  vessel  when 
notified  of  this  act’;  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative, yeas  18,  nays  16,  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson, Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin.  German, 
Gili  s.  Gilman,  Goldsbon  ugh,  Gort,  Horsey,  Hunter.  King,  Lairt- 
bert,Leib,  Mason,  Smith,  Stone  an  . W lls. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb  of  Georgia.  Bledsoe,  Brent.  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Laeook,  Morrow,  Hobinsoh,  J ait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum  and  Worthington. 

And  Mr.  Anderson  reported  the  bill  to  the  senate 

amended. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  strike  out  the  fouith  section,  for  ihe  purpose 
of  inserting  the  following  fier  ‘enacted:’ 

“That  the  president  of  the  United  States  may 
au  horise  the  collectors  of  the  customs  (when  in  his 
op  nion  it  can  be  done  without  danger  of  the  em- 
bargo being  violated,  and  under  sucli  limitations  as 
he  may  deem  expedient)  to  grant  permission  to  ves- 
sels or  boats  whose  employment  has  uniformly  been 
confined  to  the  navigation  of*  bays,  sounds,  rivers, 
or  lakes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.  States,  or 
he  territories  thereof,  to  take  on  board  at  any  time 
such  articles  of  domestic  or  foreign  growth,  as  may 
be  designated  in  such  permission,  bond  with  one.  or 
more  sufficient  sureties  being  previously  given  to 
the  United  Slates  by  the  owner,  or  owners,  con- 
signees, or  factors  of  such  vessel'  or  boat,  and  by 
the  master  thereof,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  ton  of  the  said  vessel  or  boat, 
that  such  vessel  or  boat  shall  not,  during  the  time 
limited  in  ihe  condition  of  the  bond,  depart  from, 
any  district  of  the  United  States,  without  having 
previously  obtained  a clearance,  nor  until  the  mas- 
ter or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to  llie  c..l- 
lector  or  surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a mani- 
fest of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  ; that  the  said  ves-; 
sel  or  boat  shall  not,  during  the  time  abovemeution- 
ed,  proceed  to  any  port  or  place  than  that  ment  ion- . 
ed  in  her  clearance,  nor  put  any  article  on  board  of 
any  vessel  or  boat,  or  be  employed  in  any  foreign.- 
trade  ; and  that  on  every  voyage,  or  trip,  the  whole- 
of  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  in  a port  or  place  of  the , 
United  States,  or  ihe  territories  thereof,  within  the 
bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes  to  which  the  naviga-.. 
tio'n  of  such  vessel  is  confined.  And  the  burthen  of 
proof  of  the  landing  the  whole  of  any  such  cargo 
within  the  bay,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes  to  which, 
the  navigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat  is  confined,  or 
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in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  her  clearance,  shall, 
in  case  of  any  suit  or  prosecution  instituted  on  such 
bond  for  a breach  of  the  conditions  thereof,  lie  up- 
pn  the  owner  or  owners,  consignees  or  factors  of 
such  vessel  or  boat,  or  the  master  thereof,  as  the 
case  mav  be.  Provided,  such  prosecution  or  suit 
be  instituted  within  two  years  after  such  breach  shall 
have  been  committed.” 

A division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Rorsey.  And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  33 
nay  1. 

Mr.  Dana  voted  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  insert  the  substitute  reported 
by  the  select  committee  ; it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  yeas  26,  nays  8,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb, of  Geo.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown, 
Campbell.  Chace,  Fromentin,  Giuliani,  Giles,  Goldsborough, 
Howell,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Lei b,  Morrow, Robinson,  Smith, 
Stone.  Tail, Taylor,  Turner,  Yamuna,  Wells  and  Worthington— 26. 

NAYS— "Messrs.  Dagget,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter  and  Mason— 8. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report  ot  the  com- 
mittee, and  strike  out  the  seventh  section,  as  fol- 
low : 

: Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owner 
or  owners  of  all  vessels  licensed  for  fisheries,  or 
those  bound  on  a whaling  voyage,  and  having  no 
other  cargo  than  necessary  sea  stores,  salt  and  the 
usual  fishing  tackle  and  apparel,  shall  give  a gene- 
ral bqnd  in  four  times  the  value  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  that  they  will  not,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  prqceed  to  any  foreign  port  pr  place,  and 
will  return  with  their  fishing  fare  to  some  port  or 
place  within  the  United  States.” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  13,  nays 

21,  as  follows : 

YEAS?— -Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  of  Geo.  Brent,  Campbell, 
Chase,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Stone,  Tur- 
ner and  Worthington — 13.'  : 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Dana,  Dagget,  Fromentin, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mason,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Varnuni  and 
Wells-21.  ' ' 

*'  On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out  of  section 
10,  the  words  “carts,  waggons,  sleighs,  or  any 
Other  carriage,  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on  their 
way  towards  the  territories  of  a foreign  nation,  or 
the  vicinity  thereof,  or” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  8,  nays 
25,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Dagget,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter, 
Xing,  Mason,  YVem—&.  ‘ ’ 5 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  of  Geo.  Brent,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chase,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnuni,  Worthington— 25. 

O')  motion  by  Mr.  Dagget,  to  expunge  from  the 
1st  section  the  words— 

“And  that  the  president  be  authorised  to  ghTe 
such  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
of  the  navy,  and  of  the  private  armed  tassels  and 
revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  ap- 
pear best  adapted  for  carrying  the  same  into  full 
effect 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mf-  Dana,  to  strike  put  of  section 
^2,  the  words — - 

' “The  illegal  departure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
of  detaining,  taking  possession  of  and  keeping  in 
custody  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  taking  into  custo- 
dy and  guarding  any  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandize, produce  or  p revisions,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  preven ting.” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  11,  nays 

22,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— -Messrs.  Dagget,  Dana,  German,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Kiiig,  Larnbei*,  Mason,  Wells— 11* 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  of  Geo.  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown, 
,Campbel|,  Chase,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Howell, Lacock, Leib, 


Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Y’aiv 
num,  YVorthington — 22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  the  6th 
section — [as  inserted  in  page  274] 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  12,  nays 

22 — as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs,  Dagget,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  YVells. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia.  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell,  Chase,  From-ntin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell 
Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow.  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  l ait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington.  s 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  by  inserting  the  following 
words  : 

“Or  any  vessels  licensed  for  the  fisheries  or  those 
bound  on  a whaling  voyage  and  having  no  other 
c argo  than  necessary  sea-stores,  salt  and  the  usual 
fishing  tackling  and  apparel 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  12,  nays 
22 — as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Dagget,  Dana,  German,  Gilman.  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Wells. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Libb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell,. Chase,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell, 
Lacock,  Leib,"  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington. 

On  the  question — “shall  the  bill  be  read  a third 
time  as  amended  ?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  20, 
nays  14 — as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Georgia,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Chase,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Leib,  Morrow, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Stone,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Worth- 
ington. 

NAYS. — Messrs-  Brown,  Dagget,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Wells. 

Thursday,  December  16. — Mr.  Fromentin,  from 
the  committee,  reported  the  amendment  to  the  bill, 
entitled  “an  act  laying  an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,”  correctly  engrossed ; and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  “shall  the  bill  pass  as  amended?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  20, 
nays  14 — the  same  as  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
as  amended. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass  with 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bibb  of  Georgia  and  Mr, 
Bledsoe  be  a committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Friday,  December  17. — Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  carry  a confidential  message  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  reported,  that  they  had 
performed  that  service. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

.Monday,  December  20.— Mr.' lngersolh  from  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pet  ition  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  De- 
laware Canal  Company,  made  a report,  which  was 
read,  and  Mr.  Ingersoli  afterwards  reported  a bill  to 
authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  to  subscribe  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  com- 
pany, which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bur  well. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  autho- 
rising the  president  to  provide  an  additional  number 
of  armed  vessels  for  the  public  service,  trt  carry  not 
less  than  1C  guns  nor  more  than  22;  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  pn- 
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quire  into  the  present  condition  and  distribution  of 
the  flags,  standards  and  colors,  which  have  been 
taken  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  from  their 
enemies ; and  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
make  any  provision  in  relation  to  them ; with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  adequate  and 
permanent  provision  for  the  support  of  all  officers, 
soldiers  and  marines,  who  have  fallen  or  shall  fall 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  elections  on  the 
petition  of  Isaac  Williams,  jun.  of  New-York,  con- 
testing the  election  of  John  M.  Bowers,  the  sitting 
member,  which  concluded  with  the  resolve  that  the 
former  was  entitled  to  the  seat  held  by  the  latter, 
was  considered,  and  unanimously  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cooper  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved , That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  and  report  what  provisions 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  expences  of 
the'militia  called  out  under  the  authority  of  any  of 
the  state  or  territorial  governments,  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  preceding  resolution  was,  after  some  desul- 
tory discussion,  referred  to  ths  committee  for  re- 
vising the  militia  laws,  instead  of  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Pickens,  after  making  a few  prefatory  re- 
marks, submitted  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  read,  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  o f representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled , 
two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring  therein , That  the 
following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  b^  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  said  states,  shall  be  valid  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  a part  of  the  said  con- 
stitution. 

The  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  districts  ; and 
for  that  purpose  each  state  shall  be  divided  by  its 
legislature  into  a number  of  districts  equal  to  the 
number  of  electors  to  which  the  state  may  be  en- 
titled. Each  district  §hall  contain  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  equal  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by 
adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  in- 
cluding those  bound  to  service  for  a term  of  years 
and  excluding  indians  not  taxed  three-fifths  of  all 
other  persons.  In  each  district  the  persons  qualified 
to  vote  for  representatives  ini  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  choose  one  elector.  The  legisla- 
ture of  each  state  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the 
manner  of  holding  elections  and  making  returns  of 
the  electors  chosen  by  the  people,  In  case  all  the 
electors  should  not  meet  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed for  giving  their  votes,  a majority  of  the 
electors  met  shall  have  power,  and  forthwith  shall 
proceed,  to  supply  the  vacancy.  The  districts  for 
choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  StaJtes,  shall  not  be  altered  in  any  state 
until  an  enumeration  and  an  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  be  made  subsequent  to  a division  of 
the  state  into  districts.  The  division  of  the  state 
into  districts  shall  take  place  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  after  this  amendment  shall  become  a part  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  succes- 
sively afterwards  whenever  a new  enumeration  and 
appointment  of  representatives  shall  be  made. 
Tuesday)  JJecember  21. — After  several  proposi- 
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tions  had  been  laid  before  the  house — Mr.  Lovett 
submitted  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  if 
in  his  opinion  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
public  welfare,  all  the  evidence  in  his  possession 
relative  to  the  commencement,  progress,  and  pre- 
sent slate  of  the  system  of  retaliation,  upon  prison- 
ers of  war,  to  which  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  have  lately  resorted.  Also, 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  will  cause  to 
be  laid  before  this  house,  the  names  of  those  prison- 
ers of  war  who  have  been  sent  as  criminals  to  Eng- 
land for  trial.  Also,  evidence  when  and  where  those 
prisoners  were  captured;  at  what  time  they  emi- 
grated from  the  British  dominions  to  the  United 
States;  when  and  in  what  manner  they  had  incorpo- 
rated themselves  into  our  political  society  ; also, 
whether  any  or  all  of  the  said  prisoners  have  been 
naturalized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  and  when,  and  where,  and  all  other  evi- 
dence which  may  serve  to  shew  and  define  the  na- 
tional character  of  the  said  prisoners  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  if, 
in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  public, 
welfare,  any  documents,  papers,  evidence  or  infor- 
mation, tending  to  shew  that  naturalized  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  are,  by  her,  employed  in  war,  against 
their  native  country  ; and  that  they  are,  by  her,  pro- 
tected from  punishment,  either  by  means  of  retali- 
ation or  otherwise,  when  taken  by  their  native 
countrymen  in  arms  against  them,  or  in  arms  in- 
vading their  territories. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house, 
if  in  his  opinion  it  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  such  evidence  as  he  may  have  in  his 
possession  relative  to  the  orders,  regulations  and 
proclamations,  which,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  have  been  issued  and  promulgated 
in  the  provinces  of  Canada,  by  the  governor-general 
of  those  provinces,  or  any  other  officer  or  agent  of 
the  British  government  relative  to  the  state,  condi- 
tion, rights,  and  duties  of  the  native  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  those  provinces;  also  the 
number  of  such  native  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
as  have,  during  the  present  war,  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States,  within  their  limits,  and  what  is 
the  present  situation  of  such  citizens. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Wednesday,  December  22  and  Thursday  the  23d. — 
Nothing  important  proposed  or  transacted. 

Friday,  December  24. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Inger- 
soll, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  same  committee  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of 
crimes  against  the  United  States;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A proposition  to  adjourn  until  Monday,  the  3d  of 
January,  on  the  ground  that  the  several  committees 
would  not  be  able  to  report  before  that  time,  was 
discussed  and  negatived  99  to  46 

Monday , December  27. — Nothing  important  trans- 
acted. 

Tuesday,  December  28 — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  the  memorial  of  Alexander  Smyth, 
late  inspector-general  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  stating  the  motives  which  had  induced  him 
to  abandon  his  profession  and  enter  the  military 
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service  of  his  country;  stating  his  surprize  at  being 
ousted  from  service  without  cause,  bv  abolition  of 
his  office ; offering  to  prove  his  conduct  whilst  in 
office  to  have  been  free  from  censure  ; and  praying 
to  be  reinstated  in  the  rank  in  the  army  which  he 
recently  held. 

The  memorial  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Nelson  of  Va.  moved  its  reference  to  the  mi- 
litary committee ; but  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Troup 
of  Georgia,  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the 
secretary  of  war ; which  reference  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hanson,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolutions — — 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  infor- 
mation in  his  possession,  and  which  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  divulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or 
refusal  ©f  the  French  government  to  accredit  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  United  States 
to  that  court,  or  of  his  reception,  if  accredited,  and 
of  the  progress  of  his  negociation. 

Resolved , That  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  any 
correspondence  with  or  communication  in  writing 
from,  the  late  minister  of  France,  resident  at  Wash- 
ington, on  or  about  the  14th  of  June,  1809,  or  subse- 
quently with  his  successor,  Mr.  Serrurier,  prescrib- 
ing or  declaring  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
their  sovereign  would  consent  to  treat  of  amity  and 
commerce  With  the  United  States,  if  any  such  cor- 
respondence or  communication  be  in  the  possession 
pf  the  executive,  and  if  none  such  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  executive,  that  the  president  be  and  he 
is  hereby  requested  to  inform  this  house,  unless  the 
public  interest  forbid  such  disclosure,  whether  there 
has  not  been  such  a correspondence  or  communica- 
tion, which  was  withdrawn  from  the  archives  of  the 
department  of  state,  and  if  so,  when  and  how  the 
same  was  so  withdrawn. 

[The first  resolution  sufficiently  explains  itself; 
the  record  refers  to  “Turreau's  letter,”  see  page  37- 
The  house  agreed,  125  to  21,  to  consider  the  reso- 
lutions, and  they  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Eppes  stated  his  willingness  that  the  conduct  of 
government  should  have  the  fullest  examination  ; 
for  “ it  possessed  no  secrets  with  the  people.”  He 
said  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  been  received  in  France, 
and  as  far  recognized  as  lie  could  be,  in  the  absence 
of  the  emperor ; and  declared  that  no  such  letter  as 
described  in  the  2nd  resolution  now  was,  or  ever  had 
been,  on  the  files  of  the  secretary  of  state.  Mr. 
Hanson  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  such  a letter 
had  been  written,  and  that  it  was  withdrawn  on  “soli- 
citation,’’but  not  until  Mr.  Jackson  had  been  dismiss- 
ed, &c.  As  it  is  probable  these  resolutions  will  be 
adopted,  we  shall  have  to  record  the  facts  that  trans- 
pire, and,  may  be,  have  room  for  some  of  the  speech- 
es of  the  members.] 

JVednesday,  December  29. — Many  petitions  were 
read  and  referred,  but  nothing  important  done.  The 
house  is  yet  chiefly  occupied  in  preparing  business. 
Among  the  petitions  we  notice  the  following : 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  C.  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
persons  in  North-Carolina,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
government  in  opening  an  inland  navigation,  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  Chesapeake  bay  with  the  river  St. 
Mary’s  in  the  state  of  Georgia.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  inland  navigation. 


Naval  Law  Case. 

CIRCUIT  COURT OCTOBER  TERM,  1813. 

Stephen  Decatur,  vs.  Thomas  I Chew. 

This  was  an  action  for  money  had  and  received. — 
In  the  trial  of  this  cause,  so  interesting  to  our  gal- 


lant naval  officers,  a statement  of  facts  was  agreefl 
upon  by  the  counsel,  which  is  substantially  as  fob 
lows  : 

In  the  autumn  of  1812,  commodore  Df.catur  com- 
manded ffie  United  States’  frigate  United  States, 
with  unlimited  ord  rs,  and  had  attached  to  his  squad- 
ron the  frigate  Chesapeake,  captain  Evans,  com-' 
mander,  and  the  bi  i gArgtis,  captain  Sinclair,  com- 
mander, by  virtue  of  instructions  from  the  navy  de- 
pai  meut.  Captain  Evans,  with  some  latitude  of 
discretion,  sailed  upon  a cruise,  in  the  Chesapeake, 
under  the  immediate  and  limited  orders  of  commo- 
dore Decatur,  and  during  his  cruise,  captured  a 
British  merchant  ship,  called  the  Volunteer , and  sent 
her,  with  a prize-master,  into  the  district  of  New- 
Hampshire,  where  she  was  libelled,  and  condemned 
by  the  dictrict  court  for  that  district ; and  one  moie- 
ty of  the  proceeds  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  ; and  the 
other  to  be  paid  into  court,  for  the  use  of  the  cap- 
tors. — The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Chesapeake,  ap- 
pointed the  defendant  prize-agent,  who  received  lie 
moiety  of  the  proceeds  condemned  to  the  use  of  he 
captors.  When  c plain  Evans  returned  to  Boston, 
he  reported  his  cruise  to  commodore  Decatur  ; but 
before  the  Chesapeake  sailed  on  her  cruise,  commo- 
dore Decatur  had  returned  to  New-London  with 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  Macedonian,  as  a 
prize,  and  owing  to  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
lying  oft'  New-London,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea. 

Commodore  Decatur  claims  one  twentieth  of  one 
moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Volunteer.  Captain 
Evans,  as  a matter  of  right,  refused  to  permit  the 
defendant,  who  is  a mere  stake-holder,  to  pay  it  over 
on  two  grounds.  The  first  was,  that  the  Chesapeake 
was  acting  “ independently”  when  she  made  the  cap- 
ture, in  which  Case,  by  the  prize-law  of  the  Uni’ed 
States,  captain  Evans  would  have  been  entitled  to 
three-twentieths  of  the  prize-money,  and  the  com- 
modore to  nothing.  The  second  ground  was,  that 
commodore  Decatur  had  “ left  his  station ” prior  to 
the  capture  of  the  Volunteer,  in  which  case,  by  the 
prize  law,  the  commodore  was  not  entitled  to  any 
portion  of  the  Chesapeake" s prize  money. 

The  cause  was  argued  early  in  the  term  by  Sel- 
fridge for  the  plaintiff,  and  by  Blake,  district  attor- 
ney,  for  the  defendant.  The  court  convened  yester- 
day by  adjournment,  when  his  honor,  judge  Story, 
pronounced  a learned  opinion,  in  which  the  district 
judge  concurred,  and  gave  judgment  to  the  plain- 
tiff. 


Finances  of  South-Carolina. 

compt  holler-general’s  report. 

To  the  honorable  John  Geddes,  speaker,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
honorable  house  of  representatives. 

The  comptroller-general,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
your  honorable  house,  of  the  24th  instant,  requiring  him  to  report 
a genera]  view  of  the  finances  of  the  state  during  the  last  six  years, 
specifying  the  annual  amount  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  of  the  debts  paid  during  that  period.  Also,  the  debts  now  due 
by  and  the  funds  of  every  description  belonging  to  the  state,  and 
the  probable  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  ensuing  year,  under 
existing  tews— Respectfully  reports,  That  during  the  last  six  years, 
viz.  from  the  last  day  of  September,  1807,  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1813,  there  has  been  received  at  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury, 
the  sum  of  1,878,160  dollars  and  19  cents,  and  paid  away  during 
that  period  the  sum  of  1,924,826  dollars  and  75  cents. 

That  the  balance  in  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  1st  October,  1807.  was  Dols.  151,468  69 

Which  added  to  the  aggregate  receipts,  for  the  last  six 
years,  makes  the  sum  of  2,029,628  88 

From  which  after  deducting  the  sum  of  1,924,820  76 

There  will  remain  the  balance  Dols.  104,808  IS 

The  sum  in  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury,  on  the  first 
October  last. 

That  for  the  year  1808,  there  was  received  368,135  l 

And  paid  away  372,564  10 
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318,303  42 
257.0.55  43 


302,194 

62 

244,004 

61 

205.955 

70 

341,906 

27 

279,090 

64 

376,044 

34 

F«r  1^09,  received 

And  paid  away 

For  1810,  received 

And  paid  aw3y 

For  1811,  received 

And  paid  away 

For  1812,  received 

And  paid  away 

For  1313,  received  3H,500  80 

And  paid  away  333,240 

Exhibit  (A)  accompanying  this  report  is  a statement,*)!  the  debts 
and  credits  for  that  period.  . , 

It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  your  honorable  house,  that  the 
revenue  of  the  stale,  lbr  the  last  six  years,  has  arisen  lrom  general 
taxes,  vendue  duties,  dividends  of  banks. 

luterest  and  principal  received  on  paper  medium  hones.  Inter- 
est and  principal  on  the  stock  of  the  United  States  held  by  tins 

state,  with  a few  other  inconsiderable  and  contingent  matt;  rs,  such 

as  licenses  for  hawkers  and  pedlars,  theatres,  fines  and  forfeitures, 
See.  That  this  revenue  was  considerably  impaired  in  the  year  1809, 
by  a grant  of  all  vendue  duties  to  the  city  council  of  Charleston,  in 

a sum  equal  atlaast  to  18,000  dollars  per  annum— and  was  hssened 

in  a much  greater  degree  by  the  reduction  of  taxes,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1808. 

That  theaverage  income  from  every  source  of  revenue, 
for  the  last  six. years,  does  not  exceed  _ Dols.  313,023  70 

And  the  average  disbursements,  for  the  same  period,  320?S03  49 
In  reply  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  your  hono- 
rable house,  which  demands  an  account  of  the  debts 
now  due  by,  and  the  funds  of  every  description  be- 
longing to  the  state,  the  comptroller-general  respect- 
fully refers  to  the  estimate  of  public  debt,  accom- 
panying his  general  report,  No.  , in  which  he 
has  afforded  all  the  information  asked  for. 

Under  the  existing  laws  the  receipts  (including  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  from  the  United  States)  will  pro- 
bably amount  to  260>000 

And  the  disbursements  (supposing  that  there  will  be 
only  80,6:5  dollars  and  50  cents  of  past  appropria- 
tions unpaid  called  for)  and  that  no  part  ot  the  claim 
of  the  legionaries  of  Luxembourg,  authorised  by  the 
act  of  1807,  to  be  paid  when  satisfactorily  proved, 
should  he  called  for  227,000 

Within  the  last  six  years  there  has  been  paid  off,  of  the  public 
debt,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  as  will  appear  by  exhibit,  (B.) 

The  comptroller-general  begs  leave  to  observe,  that  by  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  1794,  the  stock  of  the  United  States  is  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  quarterly  interest  on,  and  final  redemption  of, 
the  domestic  debt,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  annual  payment  thereon,  will  be  finally  paid  oft  in 
the  year  1824.  The  estimate  of  probable  receipts  tor  the  ensuing- 
year,  includes  the  interest  and  principal,  which  will  be  paid  on 
that  stock  by  the  United  States,  and  the  estimate  of  disburse- 
ments, embraces  no  redemption  of  the  state  debt. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

THOMAS  LEE,  Comptroller-General . 

(A)  Receipts  and  payments  at  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury, 
between  the  last  day  of  Sept.  1807,  and  the  1st  Oct.  1813. 
Received,  1808,  368,135  1 

1809,  318,303  42 

1810,  302,194  62 

1811  295,935  70 

1812,  279,090  64 

1813,  314,500  80 

1,878,169  19 

Balance  in  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury,  ^ 151j468  69 


(C)  Items  accompanying  the  disbursements  for  the  ensuing  year* 
not  including  any  new  or  extra  appropriations  of  the  present 
session. 

Salaries,  say  48,000 

Contingent  fund,  6, coo 

Annuities,  2,300 

Legislature  certificates,  say  16,000 

Soutli-Carolina  college,  10,000 

Free  schools,  30,000 

Transient  poor,  Charleston,  4,280 

Ditto  ditto,  Georgetown,  500 

Interest  on  domestic  debt,  20,000 

Contingent  accounts,  say  10,000 

146,780 

Appropriations  unpaid,  which  w ill  probably  he  called  for  in  the 
course  of  the  next  year. 

Munitions  of  war,  46,845 

Gaol  of  Charleston,  2,610  50 

Militia  called  into  actual  service,  6,000 

J.  T.  Shubrick,  SCO 

Magazjijp  guard,  Charleston  Neck,  8,000 

Additional  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  5th  brigade,  500 
Caruth  and  Thompson,  10,000 

Francis  Bremar,  1,870 

Balance  of  contingent  accounts,  former  years, 

say  4,000 

80,625  50 

This  like  all  other  statements,  has  relation  to  1st  October  last. 
Omission  in  Exhibit  No.  10— Upper  Division. 
"“Union.”— Land  tax  and  lot  tax,  228  85 

Slave  tax,  865  30 

Free  negroes,  4 

Stock  in  trade,  6 65 

Interest  tax,  16  74 

1,121  84 


1st  October,  1807, 


Paid,  1808. 

1809, 

1810, 
1811, 
1812, 
1813, 


Balance  in  the  two  offices  of  the  treasury, 
1st  October,  1813, 


(B)  Public  Debt  Paid. 
J808.  Funded  debt  redeemed, 

Legionaries  of  Luxemburg, 

1809.  ■ Registered  debt, 

Legionaries  of  Luxemburg. 

1810.  ’ Registered  debt, 

Legionaries,  and 
Trustees  of  Mrs.  Buyckx 

1811.  Legionaries, 

Funded  debt  redeemed, 
Registered  debt, 

1812.  Funded  debt  redeemed, 

$313,  Funded  debt  redeemed, 


2,020,628  88 
372,564  10 
257,055  43 
244,004  61 
341,906  27 
376,044  32 
333,246  3 

1,924,820  76 
^ 104,808  12 

2,029,628  88 

Dols.  92,444  19 
2,193  44 
4,635  6 
811  50 
489  3 
2,659  37 
14,619  58 
2,743  48 
126,548  27 
200  87 
139,113  30 
2,500  00 

388,958  9 


of  m 

Editorial  remarks. — The  present  appears  the 
most  dreary  sheet  vve  have  had  yet  to  publish.  The 
career  of  calamity  seemed,  for  the  moment,  to  over- 
whelm the  soberness  of  reason,  and  place  the  mind 
in  a state  that  has  been  aptly  compared  to  the  condi- 
tion of  “fishes  frozen  up  in  a pond.”  We  have  to 
record 

1.  The  evacuation  of  fort  George  with  the  burn- 
ing1 ol  Newark.  The  former  might  be  patiently 
borne  ; for  courage  and  good  conduct  may  restore 
the  possession  ; — but  to  burn  a town  partakes  so 
much  of  the  character  of  the  enemy,  that  we  can- 
not cease  to  lament  it  for  years,  unless,  indeed,  gen. 
jypClure  shall  advance  some  strong  militai'y  reasons 
that  may  soften  or  excuse  the  act.  It  is  a poor  jus- 
tification for  us  that  the  enemy,  without  reason, 
lias  destroyed  several  defenceless  towrns.  We  would 
not  imitate  him  in  his  barbarisms.  We  have  al- 
ways held  this  testimony  with  one  solitary  exceptionj 
which  was,  that  scalp-buying  JVlalden  should  “ be 
blotted  from  the  map.”  But  it  may  be  right  to  learn 
more  on  the  subject  before  we  utterly  condemn. — . 
Let  us  hear  vvliat  the  officer  has  to  say.  lie  owes  it 
to  himself,  and  his  country,  to  offer  his  reasons  for 
the  procedure.  The  account  we  have  of  it  is 
“lame,”  and  very  unsatisfactory. 

2.  The  exhibition  of  the  “blue  lights”  on  the 
heights  of  New -London,  as  detailed  in  commodore 
Decatur's  letter — evidencing  the  blackest  treason  on 
the  one  hand,  and  a culpable  desire  to  conceal  the 
fact  on  the  other,  in  too  many  persons. 

3.  The  shipwreck  of  three  very  valuable  vessels  on 
the  capes  of  Virginia,  in  a snow  storm,  during  the 
night  of  the  20th  ult.  by  which  several  persons  were 
frozen  to  death. 

4.  The  dreadful  fire  at  Portsmouth , N.  H.  on  the 
22nd  December — several  hundred  buildings  being 
destroyed. 

5.  The  invasion  by  the  British  from  Fort  George — 
the  storming  of  Fort  Niagara — the  murder  of  many 
people — the  burning  of  Lewistown,  -Manchester,  Tus- 
carora — the  desolation  of  the  neighboring  country — 
the  loss  of  the  public  stores,  of  immense  value,  and 
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of  individual  property  to  a great  amount — with  a 
“fearful  looking  for”  like  incidents  at  Buffalo  and 

Black  Rock,  where  several  U.  S.  vessels  lie. But 

we  -will  not  despair  of  the  republic 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Direct  tax. — A proposition  to  advance  the  state’s 
quota  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  United  States,  was 
agreed  to  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  South- 
Carolina , with  only  2 or  3 dissentients. 

Retaliation. — The  following  resolution  was  pre- 
sented to  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  Mr.  M‘Coy,  on  the  13th  ult.  md  being  called 
up  and  considered  some  days  after,  was  agreed  to 
almost  unanimously : 

“Considering  that  the  honor  and  power  of  the  na- 
tion are  pledged  for  the  protection  of  every  citizen 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  natural  and  political  rights — 
That  the  integrity  and  existence  of  all  governments 
are  inseparably  connected  and  that  a violation  of  the 
one  must  ever  tend  to  a dissolution  of  the  other. 
Aware  that  a. prompt  retaliation  of  injury  is  the  only 
alternative  by  which  the  national  character  can  be 
sustained  in  conjunctures  when  the  vindictive  pas 
sions  of  our  enemies  impel  them  to  a sacrifice  of  the 
usages  of  war  and  the  rights  of  humanity.  And  con- 
sidering that  some  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  our 
country,  who  have  been  captured  in  honorable  com- 
bat with  the  enemy,  have  been  seized  as  traitors  and 
thrown  into  prison,  perhaps  to  languish  out  a painful 
existence  of  privation  and  disease,  or  to  receive 
judgment  and  sentence  from  a tribunal  where  Power 
fchall  take  the  place  of  Justice,,  and  Vengeance 
usurp  the  seat  of  Reason.  We  the  senate  and  house 
of  Representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, do  adopt  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  high  approbation 
the  decisive  spirit  and  firmness  which  the  national 
authority  have  manifested  in  securing  hostages  for 
the  safety  of  those  defenders  of  the  republic  who 
are  threatened  with  the  penalties  of  treason  against 
Great  Britain.  And  while  we  are  deeply  anxious 
that  a sanguinaay  result  may  be  averted  and  that  the 
calamities  of  the  war  may  be  unembittered  by  wan- 
ton bloodshed  or  cruelty,  we  are  nevertheless,  pre- 
pared under  all  circumstances,  to  support  cur  go- 
vernment in  every  measure  of  just  retaliation  to 
which  it  may  be  driven  by  the  violence  of  the  ene- 
■ my.” 

The  Mediation. — The  Philadelphia  papers  say 
that  letters  have  been  received  from  captain  Lloyd 
Jones,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Neptune,  dated  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, September  15,  which  states  that  he  intend- 
ed to  sail  thence  for  Goltenburg  in  a few  days  ; there 
to  wait  further  orders  from  the  American  commis- 
sioners, in  Russia.  He  did  not  think  they  had  ac- 
complished anything. 

It  was  reported  at  Gottenburg  about  the  23cl  of 
October,  that  lord  Walpole  had  visited  the  emperor 
Alexander,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, to  confer  with  the  American  envoys,  who  had 
remained  in  that  city. 

Shameful. — -A  copy  of  the  embargo  bill  was  re- 
ceived at  Boston^  a distance  of  500  miles)  before  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  was  removed  at  Washington. 
The  public  safety  demands  that  the  person  who  com- 
municated it  should  be  discovered,  and  expelled. — 
He  has  violated  his  honor  and  his  oath,  and  dare  not 
be  trusted  particularly  in  times  like  the  present. 

Pensacola, — A writer  in  a Tennessee  paper  savs, 
Pensacola  “is  the  hot-bed  of  corruption,  the  Halifax 
(for  the  British  fleet)  and  the  Malden  (for  the  sa- 
vages) of  the  southern  part  of  our  country.” 

Military  supplies. — The  commissary-general  of 
the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  advertises  that 
4e  will  receive  proposals  for  supplies  of  muskets 
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(and  their  appurtenances)  rifles,  sabres,  swords, 
blue  cloth,  kersey,  blankets,  cotton  drilling,  s ■ rk- 
ings,  flannels,  musl  n,  shoe*;  and  boots,  htlmets  and' 
c p plates — <(all  -which  must  be  American  manufac- 
ture” 

Battle  of  the  Beaver  Dams. — Colonel  Bocrstler 
requests  the  public  to  suspend  their  opinion  as  to  his 
conduct  on  the  above  occasion.  As  he  intends  to 
demand  a legal  investigation  as  soon  as  he  shall  be 
exchanged,  and  shall  be  enabled  to  have  the  evidence 
of  the  officers  under  his  command  on  the  day  of 
baUle;  it  would  be  both  indelicate  and  improper  tQ 
say  any  thing  further  on  the  subject  at  present.  Co- 
lonel B.  begs  that  all  such  editors  of  newspapers  in 
the  United  States,  as  have  published  any  thing  rela- 
ive  to  the  battle  of  the  Beaver  Dams,  will  give  the 
above  an  insertion.  Washington  City , Dec  22. 

Colonel  M£Comb  (says  the  Columbian ) bad  been 
sent  to  Montreal  for  the  purpose,  as  is  understood, 
f confer  mg  with  the  British  commander-in-chief, 
on  the  subject  of  the  officers  placed  in  close  confine- 
ment as  subjects  of  retaliation. 

British  goods. — “ At  the  auction  of  English  hard- 
ware goods  in  this  town  (says  a Portsmouth,  N H. 
paper)  on  Wednesdav  last,  a cask  containing  AWL 
BLADES  and  TACKS  was  sold  for  23  dollar,  89 
cents  the  pound  sterling — ;he  value  of  the  cask 
was  about  5000  dollars*” 

Quebec,  Dec.  7- — On  Thursday  evening  were 
brought  back  to  their  old  lodgings  in  the  goal,  the 
three  American  hostages,  who,  on  the  previous  Sa- 
turday evening,  made  their  escape  from  thence,  viz. 
major  C.  Vandeventer,  captain  Isaac  Roach,  and 
Lientenant  Sidney  Smith.  They  were  taken  at  the 
extreme  part  of  Nouvelle-Beauce  by  a detachment 
of  militia  from  that  part  of  the  country,  commanded 
by  captain  Verreau,  having  under  him  lieutenant 
Rene. 

MILITARY. 

Fort  George  and  Nkwark. -^-From  the  Nalionai 
Intelligencer  of  Dec.  29 — “Accounts  from  N«  g.-.ra 
have  been  received  at  the  war  office*  stating  that 
the  enemy  having  approached  fort  George,  brigadier 
general  M'Clure  had,  on  the  tenth  inst.  removed  the 
public  stores,  destroyed  the  fort,  and  retired  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Niagara  river.  It  is  also  stated, 
that  the  village' of  Newark,  adjoining  fort  George, 
had  been  burned.  The  general’s  motives  for  taking* 
these  steps,  were  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  re-es- 
tablishing themselves  on  the  Niagara,  and  thus  to 
give  better  protection  to  our  own  frontier  and  to  the 
shipping  on  lake  Erie,  which  he  suspects  to  be  the 
enemy’s  object,  and  which  he  states  to  be  wintering 
at  Buffalo. 

The  militia  brigade  forming  the  late  garrison  had 
refused  to  stay  a day  beyond  their  period  of  service, 
though  the  general  had  been  authorized  to  offer  them 
a bounty,  and  did  actually  offer  it,  for  the  service  of 
an  additional  month.  A previous  call  made  in  No- 
vember for  one  thousand  men  had  failed  ; anew  one, 
directed  by  the  governor,  had  not  been  executed ; 
and  the  attempts  made  to  embody  volunteers,  had 
not  succeeded.  The  policy  of  burning  Newark  un- 
der the  existing  circumstances  of  the  case,  (taking 
for  granted  that  it  was  done  by  design)  is  not  per- 
haps"to  be  defended  General  M‘Clure  was  not  au- 
thorised to  burn  this  village,  unless  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  do  it  in  defending  fort  George.  But,  this 
fort  destroyed  and  abandoned,  the  authority  did  not 
exist.  Further  explanations  are,  however,  wanting 
before  a correct  opinion  can  be  had.” 

Fall  of  Fort  Niagara,  &c. — On  Wednesday  last, 
we  received  intelligence  bv  way  of  Albany  which 
stated — 'hat  a considerable  force  of  British  and 
Indians  crossed  the  Niagara  river  on  tjie  J9th  of  Do 
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member,  carried  fort  Niagara  by  storm,  and  put  the 
Hehele  garrison  to  death , except  three  who  made 
their  escape;  that  they  had  burnt  Lewiston , Man- 
chester, Tuscarora , and  every  building  in  their  vici- 
nity and  also  murdered  m ny  of  the  inhabitants. 
That  they  were  proceeding  to  Buffalo,  which  with 
Blank  Rock,  and  the  U.  S.  vessels  lying  there,  would 
probably  share  the  same  fate.  We  have  waited  with 
exceeding  anxiety  to  be  further  informed  of  these 
matters,  but  have  received  nothing  positive.  The 
above  are  reports  ; but  we  believe  they  are  substan- 
tially true.  It  appears  certain  that  the  enemy  did 
cross  the  river,  and  that  the  utmost  consternation 
prevailed  in  the  adjacent  country.  We  have  no  rea- 
son to  hope  that  they  did  not  do  as  they  pleased,  for 
there  was  no  force  to  resist  them.  The  garrison  at 
Niagara,  it  is  supposed,  did  not  consist  of  more 
than  300  men,  the  chief  of  whom  were  invalids.  The 
citizens,  adjacent  to  these  calamitous  events,  were 
rallying  themselves  for  defence.  We  fear  their  ef- 
forts will  be  unavailing  to  meet  them  promptly, 
by  reason  that  the  arms  and  ammunition  may  have 
chiefly  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  This  is,  in- 
deed, a terrible  business.  The  loss,  public  and  pri- 
vate, is  incalculable  ; and  where  it  will  end,  we 
presume  not  to  calculate. 

See  Post  script. 

Col.  Barclay. — Whole  hosts  of  testimony  are  ad- 
duced in  the  papers  to  shew  that  col.  Barclays  state- 
ments, inserted  in  the  last  number  page  282,  is  a 
pure  “British  official” — about  as  true  as  that — a Bri 
tish  force  of  300  men  defeated  an  American  army  of 
8000  ; and  then  eat  the  whole  of  them,  with  their 
cannon,  waggons  and  travelling  forges  ! 

“British  official.” — Sir  George  Prevosfs  strange 
Statement  (see  page  285)  is  thus  contradicted  in  a 
late  National  Intelligencer : — “We  are  authorized  by 
capt.  Todd  of  the  28th  regiment,  who  was  in  gen- 
Harrison’s  staff  at  the  time  of  the  action  on  the 
Thames,  to  state  that  the  second  British  bulletin 
relating  to  that  action  published  in  «ur  last,  is  false 
in  the  following  particulars  : gen.  Harrison’s  army 
took  none  of  the  British  baggage  on  the  4th  of  the 
month,  nor  any  until  the  day  of  aciion.  The  army 
was  not  harrassed  on  its  return,  by  the  Indians  ; nor 
was  an  hostile  Indian  seen  after  the  action,  although 
the  troops  remained  two  days  upon  the  ground.  It 
is  admitted  that  the  warriors  under  the  eye  of  Te- 
cumseh  fought  bravely  ; bi  t the  others  fled  as  soon 
as  they  discovered  that  they  were  turned  by  the 
mounted  regiment.  The  former  order,  published 
under  the  sanction  of  the  British  government,  con- 
tained a misrepresentation  or  falsehood  in  almost 
every’-  line.  Capt.  Todd  avers,  that  the  number  of 
ti’oops  brought  by  gen.  Harrison  into  action*was  in- 
ferior to  what  the  general’s  official  account  makes 
them.  The  error  arose  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
pursuit,  (having  marched  80  miles  in  three  days  and 
a half)  and  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  the 
numbers  that  were  left  from  fatigue  and  sickness  at 
the  farm-houses  upon  the  road.  From  the  documents 
taken  from  the  enemy,  it  would  appear  that  their 
force  was  at  least  equal  to  ours.” 

Washington  City,  Dec.  28. — The  Secretary  of  War 
reached  this  city  on  Friday  . 

On  Thursday  major-general  Harrison  departed 
hence  for  the  north  western  frontier. 

Many  officers  have  recently  arrived  in  this  city 
from  the  northern  army;  among  whom  we  have 
heard  of  major-general  Hampton,  brig.  gen.  Parker, 
Col.  Swift,  col.  Coles,  col.  Scott , and  col.  Pickens. 
NAVAL. 

Lake  Ontario. — V New- York  paper  states  that  150 
ship  carpenters  had  proceeded  from  that  city  for, 
Sackett’s  Harbor. 
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Expedition. — It  is  stated  that  one  of  the  74*s  now 
milding,  may  be  expected  ready  for  sea  by  the  1st 
of  June. 

The  Policy , a prize  to  the  Essex,  and  two  Ame- 
rican ships  from  the  South  sea,  with  the  privateer 
Rolla  of  Baltimore,  have  been  captured  by  the  ene- 
my, to  the  eastward.  But  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
remark  that  several  valuable  vessels  have  lately  got 
safe  into  port.  The  Loire  frigate  was  supposed  to  be 
a South  sea  ship  from  the  circumstance  of  her  hav- 
ing the  whale  boats  of  the  Policy  hanging  on  her 
quarters,  and  the  mistake  was  not  discovered  until 
she  fired  upon  the  Rolla,  whose  flag,  however,  did 
not  come  down  until  the  frigate  had  discharged  140 
shot  and  carried  away  one  of  the  m sts  of  the  priva- 
teer. 

CRUIZE  OF  THE  CONGRESS. 

The  following  (says  the  National  Intelligencer J 
are  the  material  circumstances  which  occurred  dur- 
ing the  vigilant  and  active  cruize  of  the  United 
Stales’  ship  Congress,  captain  Smith,  which  com- 
menced on  the  30th  April  and  terminated  on  the 
14th  December. 

His  course  was  in  a circuitous  direction  to  the 
south  east,  crossing  the  equator,  passing  the  north- 
east coast  of  Brazil,  and  thence  homeward ; in 
which  a vast  number  of  neutral  vessels  were  brought 
to  and  examined,  four  valuable  vessels  of  the  enemy 
captured,  but  none  of  his  cruizers  seen  from  the  3d 
of  May  to  the  end  of  the  cruize. 

Extract  of  a letter from  captain  John  Smith,  to  the  sc - 

cretary  of  the  navy , dated  on  board  TJ.  S.  frigate 

Congress,  Portsmouth  harbor , Dec.  14 th,  1813 

“ I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  the  ar- 
rival, at  this  anchorage,  of  the  United  States’  frigate 
Congress,  under  my  command,  whose  daily  situation 
during  the  cruize,  I take  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
you  m the  abstract  from  the  ship’s  log,  which  ac- 
companies this  ; in  which  there  is  accounted  for,  all 
vessels  which  were  seen  by  us,  from  the  period  of 
our  separation  from  the  President,  until  our  arrival 
at  this  place,  with  the  exception  of  one  brig,  which 
twice  escaped  under  the  favor  of  dark  nights,  and 
w lose  great  dis  mee  only  enabled  me  to  conjecture 
he  to  be  an  American  privateer. 

“The  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Congress,  I am  con- 
cerned to  advise  you  of;  they  have,  nevertheless,  for 
some  months,  been  serving  under  those  circumstan- 
ces with  the  same  zeal  and  activity  I have  always 
found  them  eminent  for.  Your  sanction  for  their  dis- 
charge, and  order  to  replace  their  number,  I shall  be 
thankful  for.” 

Extract  from  the  log  book  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Congress,  John  Smith,  esq.  commander. 

May  3.  Lad.  40,  18,  long.  44,  19,  in  chase  of  the 
British  brig  Curlew ; saw  at  the  same  time  to  lee- 
ward a line  of  battle  ship  and  a frigate.  Lost  sight 
of  the  chase  during  the  night. 

May  8.  Lat.  37,  48,  long.  57,  54,  boarded  the 
American  ship  Amiable  Matilda,  from  New-York  for 
Lisbon,  in  chase  of  which  separated  from  the  U.  S. 
frigate  President. 

May  20,  lat.  28,  9,  long.  41,  49,  captured  the  Bri- 
tish brig  Jean,  of  10  guns  and  17  men,  lieutenant 
Moffit,  master,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Cochrans*  of 
Paisley,  North  Britain,  from  Buenos  Ayre9,  bound  to 
Greenock,  57  days  out,  cargo  6,758  hides,  100  packa- 
ges of  tallow  and  140  pigs  of  copper,  weight  about 
14  tons — after  taking  out  the  copper  destroy  ed  her. 

May  22,  lat.  23,  53,  long  39,  59,  captured  the  Bri- 
tish brig-  Diana,  of  10  guns  and  14  men,  George 
Thompson,  master  and  owner,  from  Bueros  Ayres, 
bound  to  London,  39  days  out,  cargo  6,050  hides, 
239  bales  of  tulloyv  and  7 bales  of  horse  hair;  threw 
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over  board  all  the  cargo,  except  sufficient  to  make 
her  safe  to  proceed  to  the  West-Indies,  and  rendered 
her  otherwise  unfit  for  service. 

May  24,  lat.  20,  45,  long.  38,32,  put  all  the  prison- 
ers on  board  the  Diana  on  parole,  and  furnished  her 
for  a passage  to  Barbadoes. 

October  25,  lat.  19,  19,  long.  40,  4,  captured  the 
British  ship  Rose,  Philip  Vibert,  master, from  Guern- 
sey, bound  to  Guadaloupe,  laden  with  medoc  wine 
and  potatoes,  took  out  5700  gallons  of  wine,  which 
we  put  in  our  water  casks,  and  35  hogsheads  which 
we  stowed  in  the  hold,  and  10  tons  of  potatoes,  be- 
ing all  we  could  stow  on  board,  and  then  destroyed 
her, — burthen  182  tons. 

November,  9,  lat.  25, 46,  long.  43,  46,  boarded  the 
Spanish  brig  Amiable  Maria,  from  Havana  bound  to 
Teneriffe  ; put  on  boai%  of  her,  on  their  parole,  the 
master,  mate  and  supercargo  of  the  late  British  ship 
Rose. 

BLOCKADE  OF  NEW  LONDON. 

Com.  Hardy,  with  the  Ramillies,  has  taken  the 
place  of  cap t.  Oliver  and  the  Valiant.  The  latter 
has  gone  to  port  for  repairs. 

The  British  barges,  off  New-London,  sometimes 


the  New  London  Gazette,  to  alarm  them  and  in  the 
hope  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  these  signals,  stat- 
ed in  that  newspaper,  that  they  had  been  observed, 
and  ventured  to  denounce  those  who  had  made  them 
in  animated  and  indignant  terms.  The  • consequence 
is  that  he  has  incured  the  express  censure  of  some  of  his 
neighbors*  Notwithstanding  these  signals  have  been 
repeated,  and  have  been  seen  by  twenty  persons  at 
least  in  this  squadron , there  are  men  in  New  London 
who  have  the  hardihood  to  affect  to  disbelieve  it,  and 
the  effrontery  to  avow  their  disbelief 

I am,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  re- 
spect, your  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  * STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hon.  IVm.  Jones , Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Eight  or  ten  vessels  passed  safely  to  sea  in  the 
snow  storm  on  the  20th  ult.  but  the  valuable  schoo- 
ners, Express  and  Reindeer,  with  the  privateer 
Tartar  (proceeding  to  an  eastern  port  to  fill  up  her 
crew)  by  the  mismanagement  of  their  pilots  or  the 
violence  of  the  storm,  went  ashore  on  cape  Henry, 
after  clearing  the  British  fleet  in  Lynnhaven  Bay. 
These  disasters  happened  about  8 o’clock  in  the 


fheet  with  the  rubbers.  In  an  attack  upon  an  armed  j evening — the  night  was  dreadful — twelve  persona 
tfmack,  some  days  ago,  they  were  beaten  ofl,  with  perished  with  the  cold  and  were  lost  from  the  ves- 


sels, for  the  sea  broke  over  them  in  a terrible  man- 


the  reported  loss  of  8 men  killed 

Mr.  Penny,  of  Long  Island,  who,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, was  taken  out  of  his  bed  by  order  of  commo- 
dore Hardy,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  immediately  restored, 
by  that  officer.  Of  course  the  person  who  is  held  as 
a hostage  for  Mr.  Penny  will  then  be  released. 

A certain  Mr.  Lenter,  “formerly  a British  officer, 
but  more  recently  attached  to  the  23d  U.  S.  regt.” 
was  apprehended  on  the  18th  Dec.  in  attempting  to 
escape  to  the  British  ship  Valiant.  He  was  detained 
on  board  one  of  the  vessels  of  our  squadron,  but  it 
is  thought  nothing  can  be  proved  against  him  suffi- 
cient to  punish  him. 

J Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Connecticut 
Herald,  from  an  officer  in  the  state  corps,  dated  Kil- 
lingsworth , Dec.  14. 

“Our  engagements  with  the  enemy  have  become 
so  frequent,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
furnish  a particular  statement  of  each.  That  Kil- 
lingsworth  is  to  be  the  seat  of  war  in  the  Sound,  can 
no  longer  be  doubted. 

Yesterday,  a sloop  bound  from  N.  York  to  Mystic 
River,  having  a valuable  cargo  on  board,  estimated 
at  5000  dollars,  was  chased  on  to  the  reef  near  the 
east  point  of  the  harbor  by  the  British  lugger  Intre- 
pid ; bpt  before  the  boats  of  the  enemy  had  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  possession  of  the  vessel,  we  gave 
them  a plain  statement  of  facts,  which  convinced 
them  they  had  got  the  wrong  side  of  the  Atlantic. — 
They  left  the  vessel  for  the  original  owners  to  re- 
possess at  their  pleasure.  The  vessel  and  cargo  re- 
ceived no  damage." 

The  blue  light s.-rThe  active  treason  and  shameless 
effrontery  exhibited  in  the  following-  letter  from 
com.  Decatur , calls  forth  feelings  that  we  shall  not 
attempt  to  commit  to  paper. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  com.  Stephen  Decatur  t.Q  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

New-London,  Dec.  20,  1813. 
Some  few  nights  since,  the  weather  promised  an 
opportunity  for  this  squadron  to  get  to  sea,  and  it 
was  said  on  shore  that  we  intended  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. In  the  course  of  the  evening  two  blue  lights 


were  burnt  on  both  the  points  at  the  harbor's  month  ms 
signals  to  the  enemy,  and  there  is  not  a doubt,  but  that 
they  hare,  by  signals  mid  otherwise,  instantaneous  in- 
formation of  our  movements.  Great  but  unsuccessful 
exertions  have  been  made  to  detect  those  who  com- 


We  insert  the  following  notice  of  the  transaction 
as  alluded  to  by  commodore  Decatur , that  the  world 
may  see  the  offence  of  the  editor  of  the  New-Lon- 
don Gazette,  who  is  a decided  “federalist :” 

From  the  New  London  Gazette. 

New-London,  Dec.  15. 

“It  will  astonish  every  American  who  has  one  spark 
left  to  kindle  into  a flame  the  love  of  his  country, 
when  we  state  as  a fact  for  which  we  vouch — that  on 
Sunday  evening  last  when  the  report  was  current 
our  squadron  would  put  to  sea  before  the  next  morn- 
ing— in  the  course  of  the  night  blue  lights  were 
raised  on  the  heights,  both  at  Groton  and  on  .this 
side  of  the  entrance  of  our  harbor ; evidently  de- 
signed as  signals  to  the  British  fleet ; this  has  ex- 
cited the  highest  indignation,  and  the  most  decisive 
measures  have  been  taken  to  detect  and  bring  to 
condign  punishment  the  traitorous  wretches  who 
dare  thus  tt>  give  the  enemy  every  advantage  over 
those  great  and  gallant  men,  who  in  the  war  with 
Tripoli,  and  in  the  present  contest,  have  surrounded 
the  American  stars  with  a lustre  which  cannot  be 
eclipsed.” 

To  complete  the  history  of  the  “blue  lights,”  we 
add  the  following,  first  published  in  the  “Rhode 
Island  American,”  and  copied  with  great  avidity  (as 
below)  into  many  gazettes.  The  infamous  incident 
has  been  lustily  denied  by  many  ; for  it  is  feared  the 
honest  part  of  the  community  may  reflect  on  the 
circumstance,  and  in  it  discover  that  wicked  “Bri- 
tish influence”  that  prevails  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  a mere  sample  of  the  paragraphs  that  have  ap- 
peared in  “ refutation ” of  the  charge 

“ In  our  paper  of  Friday  last  we  republished  from 
the  N. London  Gazette,  an  account  respecting  the  ex- 
hibition of  blue  lights,  on  the  heights  near  that 
place,  designed  as  signals  to  the  enemy’s  fleet.  We 
were  unwilling  to  believe  that  any  of  our  citizens 
could  be  guilty  of  so  gross  an  outrage  on  the  laws  of 
their  country ; and  are  happy  now  to  have  it  our 


power  to  state  on  the  authority  of  a respectable 
paper  published  at  Norwich,  that  the  statement  was 
TOTALLY  INCORRECT.  It  appears  that  on  the 
night  of  Sunday  the  12th  inst.  blue  lights  from  the 
enemy* s ships  were  discernible  from  our  guard-boats  ; 


municate  with  the  enemy  by  signal.  The  editor  of  but  none  were  seen  proceeding  from  the  land*1 
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i\er.  At  the  dawn  of  the  day  they  received  every  pos- 
sible assistance  from  a detachment  of  militia  sta- 
tioned on  the  shore.  The  British,  at  the  same  time 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  became  a heap  of  ruins,  by 
;e,  in  the  night  of  22d  uk.  The  fire  commenced, 
opened  a cannonade  upon  them,  by  which  a militia  in  ;i  barn  (supposed  to  have  been  communicated  by 
man  was  killed  and  one  seaman  wounded.  The  great-  |an  incendiary,)  and  aided  by  a strong  wind,  spread 
er  part  of  the  cargoes  of  the  vessels,  and  their  equip-  j destruction  with  unexampled  rapidity.  It  began  at 
ments,  was  landed,  amidst  a heavy  fire  from  the]  half  past  y o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  by  3 in  the 
enemy,  who  finally  succeeded  in  burning  two  ot | morning,  from  three  to  four  hundred  houses  were 
them,  as  it  is  supposed  with  the  loss  of  several ! consumed ! No  lives  were  lost.  The  value  of  the 
men,  for  they  were  gallantly  resisted  The  other  is  [property  destroyed  is  incalculable.  Whole  ranges 
a wreck.  1 of  stores,  with  their  rich  contents,  fell  a prey  to  the 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  Tar  bell,  commanding  the  j flames.  IIow  great  must  be  the  distress  ! Let  sub- 
gun-boat  flotilla  on  the  Norfolk  station , to  the  se-J  scriptions  be  opened  in  all  places,  and  the  people 


cretaru  of  the  navy , dated 

Navy  Yanl,  Gosport,  Dec.  14, 1813. 
Sin — Last  Tuesday  evening  I got  under  way  with 
nine  gun-boats  and  two  tenders,  taking  in  tow  the 
Centipede  and  launch.  We  proceeded  up  the  bay  as 
far  as  East  river ; at  the  entrance  of  which,  it  was 
reported,  lay  at  anchor  two  gun-brigs,  a schooner, 
cutter  and  tenders.  Previous  to  our  arrival  tliey  had 
moved  up  to  Piankatank.  The  fog  clearing,  unfor- 
tunately our  force  was  discovered  by  a frigate,  who 
proceeded  up,  and  exchanged  signals  with  the  brigs 
after  which,  all  came  to  anchor  off  Newpoint  Light 
house.  On  Sunday,  sunset,  we  weighed,  with  a fair 
Wind,  and  stood  down  the  bay  : at  1 a.  m.  between 
Back  river  and  Oldpoint  Light,  sailing-master  Joseph 
Middleton  in  the  Dispatch,  on  the  look  out  ahead  was 
attacked  by  8 barges  ; he  beat  them  off ; before  we 
could  get  up  the  barges  rowed  in  under  the  land 
where  we  lost  sight  of  them  ; several  shot-holes 
through  the  Dispatch’s  sails.  We  arrived  off  Crany 
island  on  Monday  morning — all  well. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOS.  TARBELL. 

'The  hon . William  Jones. 


give  a little  of  what  they  can  spare  to  relieve  the 
pressure  of  this  dreadful  calamity.  Many  robberies 
were  committed. 

In  1802,  Dec.  24,  118  buildings  were  destroyed 
by  fit  e at  Portsmouth  ; and  on  Dec.  24,  1806,  24 
houses  were  burnt. 

The  brig  New  Hazard  has  arrived  at  Boston  from 
Canton,  with  a full  cargo  of  teas,  nankeens  and 
china  ware.  She  will  produce  to  her  owners  many 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 


American  Prizes. 
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“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads  I” 

< British  Naval  Register. 

730.  Brig  Jean,  from  Buenos  Ayres  for  Grenock, 
10  guns,  17  men,  laden  with  6758  hides,  100  pack- 
ages of  tdlow,  and  14  tons  of  copper,  captured  by 
the  Congress  frigate,  copper  taken  out  and  vessel 
destroyed. 

731. *  Brig  Diana,  from  file  same  for  London,  10 
guns,  14  men,  laden  with  6050  hides,  239  bales  of 
tallow,  Sec.  captured  by  the  same ; vessel  and  cargo 
destroyed  as  safety  would  permit,  and  then  convert- 
ed into  a cartel  to  release  the  prisoners. 

732.  Ship  Rose,  from  Guernsey  for  Guadaloupe, 
captured  by  the  same,  laden  with  Medoc  wine— 
took  out  5700  gallons  and  35  hhds.  and  destroyed 
her. 

OCjr'We  hope  to  hear  something  further  of  the 
prizes  made  by  the  Congress. 

733.  Brig  — , laden  with  rum,  sent  into  Wil- 

mington, N.  C.  by  the  letter  of  marque  schooner 
Eliza. 

734;  Brig  Agnes,  in  ballast,  captured  by  the 
Saucy  Jack,  in  her  late  cruize,  and  burnt. 

735.  Sloop  ,John,  with  dry  goods  and  provisions, 
taken  by  ditto  ; divestod  of  her  cargo  and  given  up. 

The  Saucy  Jack  took  several  small  British  vessels, 
which  the  commander  gave  up  “without  ransom.” 
Capt.  Cliazel  despised  the  example  of  admiral  Cock- 
burn. , and  could  not  follow  it,  in  destroying  the  lit- 
tic.  craft  he  fell  in  with.  The  privateer  arrived  at 
Charleston  10  or  12  days  ago. 

736.  Brig  Abel,  from  the  West  Indies,  laden  with 
rum  and  sugar,  sent  into  North  Carolina,  by  the 
Caroline  of  Baltimore. 


POSTCR1PT. 

From  the  (~ Baltimore  J Coffee  House  Books , Dec.  3 1. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  British  schooner  Bramble,  bearing  a flag,  ar- 
rived at  Annapolis  at  12  o’clock  yesterday,  in  42 
days  from  Plymouth,  Eng.  which  she  left  about  the 
20th  of  November,  with  dispatches  for  governments 
The  Bramble  was  brought  to  on  Sunday  in  Lynha- 
ven  bay  by  the  Dragon,  74  ; and  captain  Wallace  of 
the  schr.  Caroline  of  Philadelphia,  was  put  on  board 
as  pilot,  together  with  Mr.  Sandels,  a passenger  im 
the  Caroline,  and  Messrs.  Rich  of  the  Atalanta  and 
Breihoffof  the  George  of  this  port.  Captain  Wal- 
lace, to  whom  the  public  is  indebted  for  this  infor- 
mation, came  up  to  this  city  last  night ; he  was  cap- 
tured on  lus  passage  from  Charleston  to  Philadel- 
phia, off  cape  Henry,  about  34  days  since,  and  was 
detained  on  bo;ird  the  Dragon  until  Monday  last. 

Captain  Wallace,  who  came  up  in  the  flag  to  An- 
napolis, copied  the  following  summary  from  the 
Plymouth  Telegraph,  of  Nov.  6,  1813,  which  he 
politely  handed  to  us. 

“Two  letters  from  sir  C.  Stewart  to  the  English 
government,  dated  16th  and  18th  of  October,  the 
latter  from  Leipsic,  contain  details  of  two  great 
battles  fought  on  the  16th  and  18th  of  Oct.  in  the 
former  of  which  the  French,  under  Ney,  Marmont 
and  Bertrand,  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  12,000 
men.  The  loss  of  the  ailies  is  stated  at  from  6 to 


7,000.  On  the  18th  a severe  battle  was  fought  near 
Leipsic,  where  the  French  were  attacked  through- 
out their  whole  line  by  the  combined  allied  armies, 
and  totally  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of 
40,000  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  65 
pieces  of  cannon,  besides  the  desertion  of  17  batta- 
lions of  German  infantry,  with  all  their  staff  and  ge- 
nerals, who  went  over  to  the  allies  en  masse.  During 
the  action  the  French  lost  generals  Regnier,  Vallery, 
Brune,  Bertrand  and  Lauriston.  On  the  19th  the 
town  of  Leipsic  was  taken  by  assault,  with  all  its 
artillery,  magazines,  stores,  with  the  king  of  Saxo- 
ny and  all  his  court,  the  garrison  and  rear-guard  of 
the  French  army ; upwards  of  30,000  wounded. 
Bonaparte  had  only  escaped  from  Leipsic  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning;  the  allies  entered  at  eleven. 

On  the  field  of  battle  on  the  19th,  an  officer  ar- 
rived from  general  Tottenburn  with  information  that 
Bremen  had  surrendered  to  the  corps  under  his 
orders,  the  keys  of  which  he  brought,  arid  they-  were 
■ presented  by  the  prince  royal  to.  the.  emperor  of 
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Russia.  Bavaria  has  declared  war  against  France. 
This  fact  is  announced  in  the  prince  regent’s  speech 
to  parliament  on  the  4th  November. 

Two  French  frigates  had  been  sent  into  Ply- 
mouth about  the  1st  of  November*  Their  names 
were  the  Weser  and  La  Trave  of  44  guns  each. 

In  conversation  with  the  bearer  of  the  despatches 
in  the  Bramble,  captain  Wallace  drew  from  him  that 
they  were  of  a pacific  nature;  but  he  said  that 
nothing  had  been  heard  from  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Dragon  74  and  a hrig  were  the  only  vessels  in 
Lynnhaven  Bay  on  the  27th.  T wo  frigates,  with  se- 
veral tenders,  left  it  the  day  before,  supposed  to  have 
come  up  the  bay. 

London  papers  to  the  14th  Nov.  were  brought  by 
the  Bramble,  but  they  wei;e  mostly  taken  on  board 
the  Dragon. 

j Extract  of  a letter  from  governor  Tompkins  to  the 
secretary  of  -u>ar. 

Albany,  December  24,  1813. 

“Upon  my  arrival  in  this  place  to-day,  I was  met 
by  an  express  bringing  despatches,  of  which  I send 
you  a copy. 

“The  express  further  informs,  that  on  his  arrival 
at  Batavia  he  learned  from  major  Allen  (the  con- 
tractor’s agent  at  Niagara)  and  from  lieutenant  Loo- 
mis, who,  with  two  or  three  others  had  made  their 
escape,  that  fort  Niagara  had  been  taken  by  the 
British.  The  garrison  was  surprized.  Capt.  Leonard 
(1st  regiment  of  artillery)  had  the  command  ; but  it 
is  rumored  that  he  was  not  in  the  fort  at  the  time, 
but  with  his  family  some  miles  off.  What  became  of 
the  rest  of  the  garrison,  those  who  escaped  do  not 
know. 

“In  consequence  of  this  information,  major-general 
Hall  has  been  ordered  to  repair  to  that  frontier  with 
as  many  of  his  division  as  may  be  necessary  to  expel 
or  destroy  the  invaders.  The  British  have  with  them 
a number  of  indians,  and  continue  to  sanction  their 
massacres.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  brigadier -general  Timothy 

Hopkins,  of  the  New-York  militia , to  Daniel  D. 

Tomkins,  commander-in-chief  \ c5*c. ' 

Head-Quarters,  Buffalo,  Dec- 20th,  1813. 

Sir — I would  respectfully  represent  to  your  ex- 
cellency, that  on  the  morning  of  yesterday,  the  ene- 
my crossed  over  a little  below  Lewistown — they  have 
burnt  Lewistown,  and  every  house  from  that  place 
to  within  two  and  a half  miles  of  Schlosser,  and  the 
Tuscarora  village  is  also  burnt. 

The  last  express  stated,  that  the  enemy  were  for- 
tifying on  the  mountain  below  Schlosser.  The  force 
of  the  enemy  is  differently  represented — it  is  stated 
to  be  from  four  to  eight  hundred  regulars,  and  six 
hundred  indians — it  is  further  stated  that  the  enemy 
are  still  crossing.  The  force  the  enemy  can  bring  is 
not  precisely  known,  it  is  probably  from  1500  to  3000, 
including  regulars,  militia  and  Indians.  Our  force  is 
about- 200  regulars  at  fort  Niagara,  &.  about  150  near 
this  place.  I have  ordered  out  my  brigade  to  repel 
the  invasion.  I am  in  hopes  of  success  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  militia  of  Gennessee. 

I am  respectfully,  8cc. 

TIMOTHY  HOPKINS,  Brig.  Gen. 


The  committee  of  foreign  relations  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  have  at  length  reported  two  bills, 
in  consonance  to  the  message  of  the  president  re- 
commending such  measures  ; the  one  for  prohibit- 
ing the  delivery  of  cargoes  of  libelled  vessels  on 
bonds,  pending  their  trial,  to  those  who  claim  a right 
to  them  ; and  the  other,  a bill  to  prohibit  the  prac- 
tice of  ransoming  vessels  from  the  enemy.  These 
bills  are  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


Duties  on  Importation  &Tonnage„ 

TO  THE  SENATE  OK  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  acting  se- 
'cretary  of  the  treasury,  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  13th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

December  20th,  1813. 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  16th,  1813. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  13th  inst.  I have  the  honor  to  state  • 

That  the  amount  of  duties  accruing 
on  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  im- 
ported into  the  United  Slates,  from  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1812,  to  the  31st  day 
of  December,  of  the  same  year,  for 
which  period  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  are  settled,  was  $9,869,199  31 

And  the  amount  of  tonnage,  inclu- 
ding light  money,  accruing  during  the 
same  period,  was  92,297  70 


§9,961,497  01 

The  accounts  of  the  collectors  from  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1813,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  of  the 
same  year,  have  been  but  partially  settled  ; and  some 
for  the  quarter  ending  30th  of  September  have  not 
yet  been  received  at  the  treasury.  For  this  period, 
therefore,  an  estimate  only  cam  be  given,  taken  from 
the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  as  rendered  to  the 
treasury,  and  in  some  cases  from  their  less  formal 
returns.  This  estimate  is  as  follows  : 

Duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 
imported : 

For  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year 
1813,  §2,280,000  00 

2d  do.  2,356,000  00 

3d  do.  1,380,000  00 


§6,016,000  00 


Tonnage  duties,  including  light  money  : 

For  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year  1813,  §89,000  00 
2d  do.  84,000  00 

3d  do.  67,000  00 


§240,000  00 

The  sums  above  stated,  for  duties  on  merchan- 
dise imported,  are  without  the  deduction  for  draw- 
backs paid  on  merchandize  re-exported.  These 
drawbacks  paid  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1812,  amounted,  by  the  accounts  as 
settled,  to  §639,555  44. 

And  they  are  estimated  to  have  amounted  during 
the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year,  1813,  to  the 
following  sums,  viz. 

During  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year 
1813,  to  §536,000  00 

2d  do.  229,000  00 

3d  do.  148,000  00 


§913,000  00 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  President  of  the  'United  States.^ 

It  is  positively  stated  that  lord  Wellington , has 
crossed  the  Pyrenees,  and  established  his  head  quar- 
ter at  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  a town  near  the  frontier,  and 
hr  s therefore,  actually  invaded  France. 

Several  interesting  articles  in  type  ex- 

cluded. 
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Hec  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — ViJifiii. 

Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  South-st.  next  door  to  the  Merchants’  Coffee  House,  at  $ 5 per  annum . 


Attention  invited. 


The  idea  of  increasing1  the  matter  of  the  Regis- 
ter, as  proposed  in  page  240,  is  reluctantly  abandon- 
ed for  the  present.  The  editor  believes  he  cannot 
pursue  the  project,  without  hazarding  too  much  ot 
his  interest  in  this  favored  establishment. 

But  to  accommodate  his  many  friends  who  desire 
an  increase  of  matter,  he  submits  the  following  : 

During  the  six  or  eight  months  last  past,  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  laid  off  for  insertion,  has  constantly 
accumulated.  Much  attention  has  been  bestowed, 
in  reading  every  thing,  to  present  first  such  as  the 
chain  of  events  or  circumstances  of  the  times  ren- 
dered necessary  and  it  is  believed  the  arrangement 
has  afforded  considerable  satisfaction.  But  many 
things  of  high  interest  to  the  studious  reader  or 
careful  observer,  have  been  omitted.  They  should  not 
be  lost.  To  describe  these  papers  is  impossible  : and 
faith  must  be  given  to  the  editor’s  judgment  by  those 
who  desire  to  have  them,  as  proposed  below.  Every 
subscriber  may  obtain  them  if  he  pleases  ; but  those 
who  do  not  preserve  the  Register  or  are  not  curious 
“in  matters  in  general,”  will  not  require  them.  As- 
sured from  various  causes,  that  sufficient  encourage 
ment  will  be  affored  to  justify  the  attempt,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  publish  a supplement  to  the  present  vo- 
lume,to  contain  at  least  twelve  sheets,  the  charge  for 
which  will  be  one  dollar  • that  is,  two  sheets  more 
than  the  same  money  purchases  of  the  regular  work. 
This  supplement  to  be  put  to  press  by  the  middle 
of  Jlfarch  next,  and  published  in  about  four  weeks 
thereafter.  JVo  more  will  be  printed  than  are  ordered . 
except  for  the  files  the  editor  preserves  for  future 
disposal.  The  regular  annual  payment  is  due  the 
last  of  next  month,  and  those  who  wish  the  supple- 
ment, will,  at  the  same  time,  advance  the  additional 
dollar  ; blank  receipts  for  which  will  be  forwarded 
to  all  the  agents,  as  well  to  accommodate  the  sub- 
scribers who  have  paid  the  current  year,  as  those  who 
have  not.  When  the  supplement  is  put  to  press  the 
subscription  for  it  must  be  closed.  The  plan  is  respect- 
fully offered  to  all,  and  none  will  complain  if  their 
own  neglect  should  deprive  them  of  a copy. 

O^j-'As  many  of  the  subscribers  live  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  be  beard  from  in  the  space  of  time  be- 
tween the  full  period  of  payment,  and  that  when  the 
supplement  must  go  to  press,  the  bills  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  agents  early  next  month,  and  the  set- 
tlement of  them  eight  or  ten  days  before  their  matu- 
rity, cannot  be  of  importance  to  any.  Gentlemen 
residing  in  places  where  there  is  no  agent  will 
please  to  forward  their  money  and  make  known  their 
wislies,  by  mail. 


Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

message  of  ti#e  governor  to  the  legislature. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  constitutional  period  Having  again  arrived, 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  lay  be 
fore  the  legislature  information  of  the  state  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  recommend  for  their  considera- 
tion such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedie.pt. 

Vol.  V. 


In  conformity  with  this  part  of  my  duty,  and  a 
recollection  that  the  last  general  assembly  felt  a deep 
interest  in  the  war  in  which  the  U S.  are  now  engag- 
ed having  confided  to  the  governor  extensive  powers 
and  discretions  as  to  the  future  military  operations 
from  this  state  ; it  may  now  peril  -ps  be  deemed  mV 
duty  to  state  to  your  honorable  body  the  steps  that 
have  been  taken  in  succession,  on  the  different  re-* 
quisitions  that  have  been  made  upon  this  state  for 
reinforcements  to  the  north  western  army  by  the 
general  government. 

Under  the  act  of  the  last  session  "authorising  the 
governor  of  this  state  to  raise  and  organize  a detach- 
ment of  militia”  the  most  speedy  andeffectua’  mea- 
sures were  taken  to  comply  with  the  views  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  whole  force  contemplated  by 
that  act  was  organized  and  ready  to  take  the  field 
by  the  middle  of  March  last.  Previous  to  which  a 
requisition  for  1500  men  had  been  made  by  major 
general  Harrison  upon  this  state  to  reinforce  the 
north  western  army  ; and  such  arrangements  for  pay 
and  subsistence  having  been  made  with  the  proper 
officers  before  their  march,  as  to  fender  any  advance 
from  the  treasury  of  this  state,  as  contemplated  by 
the  said  act  unnecessary  ; that  force  was  ordered  on 
under  the  command  of  brig.  gen.  Green  Clay,  to 
the  head  quarters  of  the  north  western  army.  Great 
part  of  this  detachment  was  unfortunate,  but  the 
other  part  was  of  immense  importance  in  assisting 
to  repel  the  enemy  from  the  siege  which  they  had 
commenced  upon  fort  Meigs,  and  by  maintaining 
that  post  during  the  season  against  the  numerous 
hordes  of  savages  and  British  that  had  determined 
upon  its  reduction. 

Mot  long  after  the  aforesaid  detachment  had 
marched,  a flintier  requisition  was  received  from 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  north  western  army 
for  1500  men  to  reinforce  the  posts  on  the  frontiers. 
In  consequence  of  this  request,  I gave  orders  for 
the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the  organized  militia 
under  the  act  of  the  third  of  February  last,  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Georgetown  on  the  second  day  of  May 
following.  But  previous  to  their  arrival  at  the  point 
of  rendezvous,  I received  a letter  from  major  gene- 
ral Harrison,  “requesting  me  to  suspend  any  mea- 
sures that  might  nave  been  commenced  to  furnish 
further  reinforcements  to  his  army,  unless  I hud  re- 
ceived instructions  to  that  effect  from  the  secretary 
of  war.”  No  such  instructions  having  reached  me 
the  troops  then  on  their  march  to  the  place  of  gene- 
ral rendezvous  were  at  once  discharged,  from  the 
consideration  that  they  had  been  long  held  in  a state 
of  suspense ; that  they  had  at  a great  cxpence  to 
equip  themselves  for  a tour  of  six  months’  service, 
and  the  season  of  the  year  had  arrived  which  render- 
ed it  proper  for  them  to  engage  in  some  useful  em- 
ployment, I thought  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
hold  them  longer  m that  state  of  uncertainty,  more 
especially,  as  by  that  time  I had  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  use  any  more  militia  in 
that  quarter.  I directed  the  disbanding  of  those 
two  regiments,  under  the  powers  vested  in  me  by 
the  aforesaid  act.  The  lengthy  communications  in 
the  office  of  state,  relative  to  those  two  requisitions 
of  the  militia  ff  om  Ken  tuck  v,  can  be  referred  to  for 
U 
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any  further  information  which  the  general  assembly 
may  deem  necessary.  No  further  calls  were  made 
upon  Kentucky  until  the  latter  end  of  July,  at  which 
time  I received  a letter  from  gen.  Harrison,  request- 
ing me  to  send  a reinforcement  of  m ilitia  to  his  aid, 
of  not  less  than  400  nor  more  tha»  2000  men.  In 
addition  to  this,  major  Trimble,  his  aid-de-camp 
who  was  the  bearer  thereof,  was  instructed  to  make 
certain  verbal  communications  to  me.  One  of  which 
was,  that  gen.  Harrison  would  accept  the  further 
force  of  1 500  volunteers,  if  they  could  be  marched 
to  his  aid  speedily.  Taking  the  whole  requisitions 
into  view,  it  was  at  once  evident  to  my  mind,  that 
it  only  could  be  complied  with  to  answer  the  pur- 
nose,  by  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  to  volunteer  their  services  as  mounted  men 
for  that  period  ; and  under  the  impression  that  this 
course  was  most  suitable  to  the  genius  of  my  coun- 
trvmen,  I was  induced  to  issue  a proclamation  of  the 
3.1st  July  last : and  in  pursuance  thereof,  a force 
about  equal  to  both  gen.  Harrison’s  requisitions  as- 
sembled at  Newport  on  the  31st  Aug.  following.— 
And  although  I had  given  the  earliest  intimation  to 
the  secretary  of  war  of  the  steps  that  I was  about  to 
take  to  comply  with  gen.  Harrison’s  requisition,  and 
was  anxious  to  know  the  pleasure  of  the  president, 
with  respect  to  the  course  I adopted  before  the  vo- 
lunteers passed  the  limits  of  the  state,  no  informa- 
tion was  received  on  that  head  until  after  my  return 
from  the  campaign.  But  as  this  seemed  to  be  the 
only  occasion  bv  which  I could  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  legislature  as  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  the 
3d  Feb.  last,  “requesting  the  governor  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  militia  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,”  I determined  to  proceed  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  north  western  army,  relying 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  general  as 
being  sufficient  to  warrant  the  march  of  the  volun- 
teers. 

The  campaign,  under  the  guidance  of  a gracious 
and  everruling  Providence  terminated  favorably  to 
our  arms.  To  sav  nothing  of  the  destruction  of 
public  proporty,  and  of  the  immense  stores  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  taken  by  our  army  from  the 
enemv,  it  has  added  to  the  United  States  an  extent 
of  territory  of  great  value ; which,  if  not  surren- 
dered to  the  enemy  upon  a general  peace,  will  for- 
ever put  to  silence  our  savage  foes,  that  have  so  long 
infested  the  western  country  ; they  being  now  com- 
pletely severed  from  British  influence. 

On  my  return  to  Kentucky,  I received  a letter 
from  the  war  office,  informing  me  “that  the  presi- 
dent had  been  pleased  to  approve  of  my  arrange- 
ments in  substituting  volunteers  for  the  militia  re- 
quired by  gen.  Harrison.”  The  documents  here- 
with transmitted,  marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 and  6,  will 
afford  tha  legislature  all  the  information  necessary 
oh  the  subject. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  spring,  information  was 
received,  that  great  apprehensions  were  entertained 
bv  the  inhabitants  of  Livingston  and  Caldwell  coun- 
ties, of  an  attack  from  the  hostile  Indians  that 
hovered  round  their  frontiers : In  consequence  of 
which,  orders  were  issued  for  a small  guard  for  a 
short  period,  for  their  protection.  It  will  be  pro- 
per for  the  legislature  to  make  such  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  this  service,  as  JJieir  wisdom 
may  direct.  The  documents  marked' 7,  8,  9 and  10, 
herewith  forwarded,  will  afford  the  information  ne- 
cessary to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  steps  I bad 
taken. 

During  the  last  session  of  congress,  that  body 
proceeded  to  pass  sundry  laws  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a revenue  suited  to  a state  of  war  : In  the 
act  laying  a direct  tax,  the  privilege  is  reserved  to 


each  state,  of  making  the  payment  of  its  quota 
thereof,  with  a deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum,  if 
paid  before  the  10th  day  of  February  next  ; or  of 
ten  per  centum  if  paid  before  the  1st  of  May  fol- 
lowing. 

This  subject  will  no  doubt  receive  the  early  atten- 
tion of  the  general  assembly  ; and  such  measures 
wilt  be  adopted  in  relation  thereto,  as  they  shall 
deem  most  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  people 

You  may  he  assured,  gentlemen,  of  my  hearty 
co-operation  in  ail  your  labors  that  may  have  a ten 
dency  to  promote  the  public  good. 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 

Frankfort,  December7,  1813. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  governor’ 
enclosing  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  which 
follows.  The  message  itself  recommends  that  rooms 
should  be  allotted  the  British  prisoners  in  the  peni- 
tentiary for  their  close  confinement,  according  to 
the  president’s  directions.  The  governor  in  his  let- 
ter makes  this  remark  : “Whilst  the  generous  mind 
will  deeply  regret  the  occasion  for  such  a measure, 
it  will  be  recollected,  that  it  has  been  forced  upon 
us  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  who  during  tins 
war,  have  disregarded  the  usages  of  civilized  hos- 
tility.” 

Extract  of  a letter  front  the  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment of  state , to  the  governor  of  Kentucky. 

Department  of  State,  Nov.  27,  1813. 

“Sin. — The  British  government  seems  to  have  given 
to  this  war,  every  degree  of  savage  barbarity  and 
cruelty  which  it  may  be  able  to  inflict.  In  the  close 
of  the  late  campaign  the  British . commanders  at 
Quebec,  seized  and  sent  to  England  twenty-three  of 
our  soldiers  who  had  been  made  prisoners,  to  be 
tried  for  treason,  on  the  pretence  that  they  were 
British  subjects.  For  so  unjust,  and  outrageous  an 
act,  the  president  was  bound  to  confine  a like  num- 
ber of  British  prisoners  in  the  United  States,  which 
he  didjn  the  expectation,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment seeing  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  first 
measure,  would  relax  from  it,  or  at  least  leave  the 
affair  in  the  state  in  which  it  had  thus  been  placed, 
for  accommodation  by  treaty.  More  recently,  howe- 
ver, a measure  of  still  greater  injustice  has  been 
adopted.  The  prince  regent  has  ordered  into  close 
confinement  forty-six  officers  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  principle,  as.  he  says,  of  retaliation,  expect- 
ing by  the  violence  of  the  proceeding  to  intimidate 
this  government  into  a submission  to  the  extravagant 
and  unfounded  claims  of  the  British  government 
The  president  has  met  this  measure  with  equal 
decision,  by  ordering  into  like  confinement  forty-six 
British  officers,  as  a pledge  for  the  safety  of  those  on 
whom  the  British  government  seems  disposed  to 
wreck  its  vengeance. 

“These  officers  are  ordered  to  be  conveyed  to 
Frankfort  in  Kentucky  to  be  confined  there  in  the 
penitentiary  of  that  state,  which  is  represented  to  be 
a building  affording  the  twofold  advantage  of  good 
and  safe  accommodation. 

“This  step  is  taken  in  the  full  confidence  that  eve- 
ry facility  will  be  afforded  to  its  complete  execution 
by  your  excellency,  that  may  be  expected  from  a 
character  so  strongly  attached  to  the  union,  and  de- 
cided in  the  support  of  all  the  necessary  measures 
to  secure  success  to  the  just  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged.” 


Internal  Navigation. 

IX  THE  HOUSE  OF  HEFKESENTATI VKS. 

On  Monday,  the  20th  December,  Mr.  Ingersoll,- 
from  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  re 
ferred,  made  the  following  report : 
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The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,  beg  leave  to  report  : 

That  so  long  ago  as  in  the  year  1765,  surveys  and 
other  preparations  were  made  for  undertaking  this 
important  national  improvement  of  which  the  prac- 
ticability is  so  obvious  from  the  proximity  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  and  the 
nature  of  the  intermediate  ground,  that  even  at  that 
early  (hvy,  certain  individuals  were  prompted  to  make 
the  attempt. 

That  in  the  year  1799  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Maryland  enacted  a law,  which  was  followed  up, 
in  the  year  1801,  by  corresponding  laws  enacted  by 
the  legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
viding for  the  incorporation  of  a company  with  a 
capital  stock  of  §400,000,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting 
and  making  a canal  between  the  river  Delaware  and 
the  Chesapeake  bay  ; in  pursuance  of  which  acts  of 
incorporation  subscriptions  were  received  for  nearly 
the  whole  amount  of  the  two  thousand  shares,  at 
§200  each,  surveys  were  made,  engineers  and  work- 
men employed,  a route  and  position  located  for  the 
canal  on  the  isthmus  which  separates  the  bays  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  some  material  pro- 
gress effected  in  the  execution  of  the  work.  But 
after  expending  upwards  of  §100,000  in  the  pur- 
chase of  water-rights,  the  construction  of  a feeder 
and  reservoir,  and  digging  some  portion  of  the  canal, 
the  work  was  suspended  in  the  year  1803,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  non-payment  of  subscriptions,  the 
evidence  daily  accumulating,  that  §400,000,  the 
whole  amount  subscribed,  even  if  collected,  was  a 
sum  inadequate  to  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and 
of  that  depression  of  the  funds  and  spirit  of  the  com- 
pany which  were  superinduced  by  the  absence  of 
public  support  and  encouragement  from  the  indivi- 
dual enterprize  which  had  so  far  carried  on  the 
undertaking.  Since  that  time  the. subject  has  been 
under  consideration  in  congress,  bilk  in  various 
shapes  have  been  acted  on  in  the  senate  for  extending 
national  aid  to  this  great  national  work,  and  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1811,  the  last  day  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  eleventh  congress,  a bill,  which  came 
from  the  senate,  appropriating  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  public  lands  for  this  object  was  indefinitely 
postponed  in  the  house  of  representatives,  rather,  as 
this  committee  have  been  taught  to  believe,  from  the 
lateness  of  the  period  at  which  the  subject  was 
brought  before  the  house  of  representatives,  titan 
from  any  indisposition  on  their  part  to  accede  to  the 
liberal  provision  proposed  by  the  senate. 

That  conceiving  the  present  to  be  a moment  when 
the  importance  of  such  a cankl  will  probably  be  ap- 
preciated as  it  ought  to  be,  your  committee  beg 
leave  to  enumerate  briefly  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent advantages  to  be  derived  from  it : 

By  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware,  the  contemplated  canal  will  throw  open 
an  internal  navigation  from  the  north-western  parts 
of  the  state  of  New-York  to  the  southern  extremities 
of  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Besides  th$  contributions  which  such  a course  of 
internal  navigation  would  afford  to  the  sustenance  of 
the  community,  and  to  an  export  trade,  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  earth,  which  it  would  transport  from  all 
the  various  regions  it  must  connect  together,  it 
would  moreover  supply  the  coal  from  the  banks  of 
the  James  river  and  the  Susquehannah,  to  the  cities 
and  settlements  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  thus  sub- 
stituting a cheap  and  inexhaustible  species  of  fuel 
for  the  wood  of  which  the  country  is  deprived,  and 
of  which  the  price  already  constitutes  so  large  a 


drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  poor  and  manufac^ 
taring  classes. 

The  extensive  beds  of  plaster  of  Paris  and  other 
useful  substances,  which  are  said  to  exjst  on  the 
shores  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  of  which  the  want 
is  now  so  severely  felt  in  other  places,  might  be 
carried  into  active  usefulness  throughout  some  of 
the  most  agricultural  districts  of  the  union. 

The  transportation  of  merchandize,  of  all  kinds  of 
articles  of  food,  clothing  and  necessity,  of  almost 
every  thing  which  the  north,  middle  and  south  inter- 
change, would  be  facilitated  in  point  of  price,  time 
and  safety,  to  a great  amount.  Your  committee  are 
informed  that  at  this  time  government  is  compelled 
to  convey  by  land  in  the  winter  sea-sch,  over  the 
portage  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware  (a  road 
rendered  almost  impassable  by  land  carriage)  the 
most  bulky  pieces  of  timber  for  the  ship  of  the  line 
building  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  expence  of  the 
conveyance  over  this  small  distance  is  enormous. 

In  the  reduction  of  the  time,  labor  and  cost  of  all 
military  transportation,  whether  of  men  or  things, 
the  importance  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal  is  inestimable ; and  desirable  as  such  an  im- 
provement may  be  in  time  of  war,  its  uses  would  be 
no  less  extensively  beneficial  in  time  of  peace. 

That  essential  as  such  a Canal  is  at  this  juncture* 
and  advantageous  as  it  would  be  at  all  times,  the 
motives  to  its  undertaking  are  increased  by  the  faci- 
lity and  shortness  of  time  with  which  it  may  be 
undoubtedly  accomplished. 

The  canal  begins  at  Welch  Point  on  the  Elk  river 
an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  is  to  terminate  at  a 
distance  of  twenty-two  miles,  on  Christiana  river,  a 
branoh  of  the  Delaware.  At  low  water  the  depth 
of  water  in  Christiana  is  nine  feet  and  in  Elk  twelve 
■ feet,  within  one  hundred  feet  from  the  shore.  The 
tide  rises  four  feet  in  both  rivers.  The  highest  in- 
termediate ground,  over  which  the  canal  is  to  be 
carried  on  a level  of  thirteen  miles  in  length,  is  se- 
venty-four feet  above  tide  water,  tlte  descent  is  to  be 
effected  by  nine  locks  on  each  side.  The  digging  is 
generally  easy.  No  expensive  aqueducts  nor  bridges 
nor  any  other  obstacles  occur  but  those  which  have 
been  already  overcome  in  digging  the  feeder  through 
a rocky  soil.  The  supply  of  water  drawn  from  Elk 
river,  by  a feeder  six  miles  in  length,  which  is  com- 
pleted, and  which  is  itself  a boat  carnal  three  and  a 
half  feet  deep,  united  by  a lock  of  ten  feet  high  to 
the  main  canal  is  calculated  to  fill  daily  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  locks  ; a quantity  sufficient  on  aji 
average  for  the  daily  passage  of  twenty-four  vessels. 
The  canal  is  twenty-six  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and 
fifty  at  the  top  on  the  tvater  line,  being  dug  at  the 
depth  of  eight  feet.  It  is  intended  for  vessels  of 
from  forty  to  seventy  tons,  drawing  seven  and  a half 
feet  water.  The  banks  twenty  feet  wide  for  towing 
paths,  one  of  which  may  be  converted  into  a turn- 
pike road,  being  raised  three  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  water, will, by  increasing  the  heighth  of  the  lock 
gates  one  foot,  admit  a depth  of  nine  feet  water,  in 
the  canal.  The  digging  one  mile  through  rocky 
ground  cost  $15,000  ; another  mile  perfectly  level 
and  without  any  impediments,  cost  $2,300,  which 
gives  an  average  of  $7,650  a mile.  The  whole  dis- 
tance to  be  cut  is  twenty- two  miles  ; the  whole  com- 
puted cost  at  $850,000.  Of  this  sum  $190,000  has 
been  laid  out.  The  sum  solicited  by  public  contri- 
bution is  $287,000.  Of  this  sum  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania contributes  $75,000,  to  be  reimbursed  by 
three  hundred  and  seventy -five  shares  of  the  stock  ; 
the  state  of  Maryland  contributes  $50,000,  to  be  re- 
imbursed by  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the 
stock  ; and  the  state  of  Deleware  12,000  dolls,  to  be 
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reimbursed  by  sixty  shares  of  the  stock.  The  sum 
solicited  of  congress  is  150,000  dolls,  to  be  reim- 
bursed by  seven  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the 
stock.  With  public  assistance  to  such  an  amount 
the  president  and  directors  of  this  canal  c-alculate  on 
individual  contributions  and  private  loans,  sufficient 
to  complete  the  work  in  a short  time. 

The  states  of  Maryland,  Delaware  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  are  most  immediately  interested  in 
this  public  improvement,  having  given  their  consent 
and  co-operation  to  the  work  ; your  committee,  in 
behalf  of  the  national  legislature,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  following  bill  for  bestowing  the  aid  requir- 
ed of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Ingersoll  then  laid  on  the  table  a bill  autho- 
rising the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  subscribe,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  750  shares  in  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  said  company  ; which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house.] 


General  Smyth’s  Petition. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
Smyth,  laid  before  the  house  of  representatives  on 
Tuesday,  the  28th  of  December,  and  by  that  body 
referred  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  ami  house  of  representa- 
tives o f the  United  States  in  congress  assembled: 
The  petition  of  Alexander  Smyth,  a citizen  of 
Virginia,  respectfully  represents — That  having  in 
1807  written  to  an  honorable  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  t^jat  in  case  of  war  with  Great 
Britain  he  was  desirous  to  enter  into  the  regular 
service,  he  received  in  1808  an  appointment  as 
colonel  of  a regiment  of  riflemen.  That  although 
war  had  not  commenced,  yet  the  event  being  pro- 
bable, he  abandoned  his  profession,  which  was  then 
lucrative,  left  his  family,  vacated  his  seat  in  the 
senate  of  Virginia  as  the  representative  of  thirteen 
counties,  and  joined  tin*  army  of  the  United  States. 
That  your  petitioner  had  the  good  fortune  to  give 
the  utmost  satisfaction  to  his  superiors,  general 
Wilkinson,  general  Hampton,  general  Dearborn,  and 
the  late  secretary  of  war,  while  acting  under  their 
immediate  orders ; was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier  and  inspector  general  in  July  1812  ; given 
the  command  of  a brigade  in  September  ; and  of  one 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  October  in  the 
same  year.  That  at  the  expiration  of  five  weeks, 
during  which  period  he  made  every  exertion  in  his 
power  to  serve  the  nation,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
put  his  troops  into  winter  quarters.  Having  deter- 
mined on  that  measure,  as.  your  petitioner  had  been 
absent  from  his  home  the  last  eight  winters,  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  last  five  years,  and  the  whole 
of  the  last  fourteen  months,  and  had  been  refused 
leave  to  visit  his  family  in  the  month  of  July  pre- 
ceding, and  calculating  that  it  was  probable  the 
campaign  of  1813  might  terminate  his  existence,  he, 
without  resigning  his  command,  asked  for  leave  of 
absence,  which  was  granted  until  the  1st  of  March, 
1813,  at  which  time  your  petitioner  was  ordered  to 
report  himself  to  the  secretary  of  war.  That  your 
petitioner  left  his  troops  in  cantonments,  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  of  thirty-six  years  experience, 
a#id  in  February,  1813,  reported  himself  by  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  and  solicited  orders ; and  as 
the  failure  of  your  petitioner  to  take  fort  George, 
York  and  Kingston,  and  to  winter  in  Canada  as  he 
was  instructed,  had  created  some  clamor,  your  peti- 
tioner proposed  that  an  enquiry  into  his  conduct 
should  take  place,  which  the  honorable  secretary, 
through  the  medium  of  the  adjutant-general,  was 
pleased  to  promise;  since  which  time  your  peti- 


tioner has  not  had  the  honor  to  hear  from  the  war- 
office. 

Your  petitioner  would  further  represent,  that  he 
has  heard  that  some  members  of  your  honorable  body 
are  of  opinion,  that  by  an  act  of  the  last  session, 
regulating  the  staff  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates, 
your  petitioner  has  become  a private  citizen ; ami 
with  this  opinion,  his  oWn  might,  perhaps  accord, 
were  it  not  impossible  to  believe  that  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  session,  could 
have  intentionally  committed  an  act  of  injustice. 

Your  petitioner  affirms  that  he  has  not  done  or 
omitted  any  thing  to  the  injury  of  the  nation  ; that 
his  chief,  if  not  his  only  error,  has  consisted  in  ex- 
pressing too  freely  his  indignation  against  those  who 
had  done  injuries,  or  omitted  to  perform  duties,  to 
the  nation.  The  motives  which  led  astray,  he  con- 
ceives might  procure  for  this  error  forgiveness.  That 
this  affirmation  is  true,  he  believes  he  can  satisfy  a 
committee  or  committees  of  your  honorable  body, 
on  short  notice. 

Your  petitioner  has  essayed  to  engage  again  in  the 
pursuits  of  civil  life  ; but  he  finds  that,  while  the  din 
of  war  continues,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  give  the 
necessary  attention  to  any  peaceful  pursuit.  He  de- 
sires to  serve,  to  die,  if  Heaven  wills  it,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  country  ; a country  that  has  protected 
his  infancy,  given  him  a family,  and  at  times  distin- 
guished him  with  considerable  honors  ; from  whose 
government  no  act  of  wrong,  personal  to  himself, 
will  force  his  esteem,  while  it  maintains,  with  steady 
perseverance,  that  country’s  rights. 

Your  petitioner  confidently  trusts,  that  in  deciding 
on  his  prayer  you  will  be  mindful  of  the  rule  of 
justice — To  others  do,  the  law  is  not  severe,  what  to 
thyself  thou  wishest  to  be  done  ; and  of  the  rule  of 
policy,  ‘The  social  body  is  oppressed,  when  one  of 
its  members  is  Oppressed.’ 

The  prayer  of  your  petitioner  is,  that  you  will  re- 
vise the  act  organizing  the  staff  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  a declaratory  act  preserve  the 
rank  of  your  petitioner,  as  a brigadier-general  in  the 
line,  abolishing  only  his  authority  as  inspector-ge- 
neral, &c.  And  your  petitioner,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH 


The  Prince  Regent’s  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret*  that  I am  again  oblig- 
ed to  announce  to  you  the  continuance  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s lamented  indisposition. 

The  great  and  splendid  successes  with  which  it 
has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  bless  his  majesty’s 
arms  and  those  of  his  allies,  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent campaign,  has  been  productive  of  the  most  im- 
portant consequences  to  Europe. 

In  Spain,  the  glorious  and  decisive  victory,  ob- 
tained near  Vittoria,  has  been  followed  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  allied  forces  to  the  Pyrennees,  by  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy  in  every  attempt  to  regain  the 
ground  he  had  been  compelled  to  abandon,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  fortress  of  St.Sebastian’s,  and  finally, 
by  the  establishment  of  the  allied  army  on  the  fron- 
tier of  France. 

In  this  series  of  brilliant  operations  you  will  have 
observed,  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  the  con- 
summate skill  and  ability  of  the  great  commander 
field-marshal  Wellington  and  the  steadiness  and 
unconquerable  spirit  which  have  been  equally  dis- 
played by  the  troops  of  the  three  nations  united 
under  his  command. 

The  termination  of  the  armistice'  in  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  emperor 
of  Austria  against  France,  have  been  most  happily 
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accompanied  by  a system  of  cordial  union  and  con- 
cert amongst  the  allied  powers. 

The  effects  of  this  union  have  even  surpassed  those 
expectations,  which  it  was  calculated  ;o  excite. 

By  the  signal  victories  obtained  over  the  French 
armies  in  Silesia,  at  Culm  and  Denevitz,  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  Aus- 
trian and  Prussian  territories  were  completely  frus- 
trated. 

These  successes  have  been  followed  by  a course  of 
operations,  combined  with  so  much  judgment,  and 
executed  with  such  consummate  prudence,  vigor 
and  ability,  as  to  have  led  in  their  result,  not  only 
to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those  projects  which  the 
ruler  of  France  had  so  presumptuously  announced  on 
the  renewal  of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  the  army  under 
his  immediate'command. 

The  annals  of  Europe  afford  no  example  of  victo- 
ries more  splendid  and  decisive  than  those  which 
have  been  recently  achieved  in  Saxony. 

Whilst  the  perseverance  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  the  allied  forces  of  every  description  engaged  in 
this  conflict,  have  exalted  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
glory  their  military  character,  you  will,  1 am  per- 
suaded, agree  with  me  in  rendering  the  full  tribute 
of  applause  to  those  sovereigns  and  princes,  who,  in 
this  sacred  cause  of  national  independence,  have  so 
eminently  distinguished  themselves  as  the  leaders  of 
the  armies  of  their  respective  nations. 

With  such  a prospect  before  you,  I am  satisfied  I 
may  rely  with  the  greatest  confidence  on  your  dispo- 
sitions to  enable  me  to  afford  the  necessary  assis- 
tance in  support  of  a system  of  alliance,  which  origi- 
nating chiefly  in  the  magnanimous  and  disinterested 
views  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and  followed  up  as  it 
has  been  with  corresponding  energy  by  the  other 
allied  powers,  has  produced  a change  the  most  mo- 
mentous in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 

I shall  direct  copies  of  the  several  conventions 
which  1 have  concluded  with  the  northern  powers,  to 
be  laid  before  you,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of, 
them  shall  have  been  duly  exchanged. 

I have  further  to  acquaint  you,  th  t I have  con- 
cluded a treaty  of  alliance  and  concert  with  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  and  that  the  powerful  league 
already  formed,  has  received  an  important  addition 
of  force  by  the  declaration  of  Bavaria  against  France. 

I am  confident  you  will  view  with  particular  sa- 
tisfaction, the  renewal  of  the  ancient  connection 
with  the  Austrian  government ; and  that,  justly 
appreciating  all  the  value  of  the  accession  of  that 
great  power  to  the  common  cause,  you  will  be  pre- 
pared, as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  enable 
me  to  support  his  imperial  majesty  in  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  contest. 

% The  war  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  of  America  still  continues;  but  I have  the 
satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  con- 
quest of  Canada  have  been  frustrated  by  the  valor  of 
his  majesty’s  troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of 
his  American  subjects. 

Whilst  Great  Britain,  in  conjunction  with  her 
allies,  is  exertjng  her  utmost  strength  again  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  independent  nations,  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  to  find  an  additional  enemy  in 
the  government  of  a country,  whose  real  interest  in 
the  issue  of  this  great  contest  must  be  the  same  as 
our  own. 

It  is  known  to  the  world  that  tills  country  was  not 
the  aggressor  in  this  war. 

I have  not  hitherto  seen  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  close 
it,  of  which  I could  avail  myself  consistently  with  a 
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due  attention  to  the  interests  of  his  majesty’s  sub- 
jects. 

I am  at  all  times  ready  to  enter  into  discussions 
with  that  government  for  a conciliatory  adjustment 
of  the  differences  between  the  two  countries,  upon 
principles  of  perfect  reciprocity  not  inconsistent 
with  the  established  maxims  of  public  law,  and  with 
the  maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons , 

1 have  directed  the  estimates  for  the  services  of 
the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 

I regret  the  necessity  of  so  large  an  expenditure, 
which,  I am  confident,  however,  you  will  judge  to  he 
un  voidable,  when  the  extent  and  nature  of  our 
military  exertions  are  considered. 

I entertain  no  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  furnish 
such  supplies  as  the  public  service  may  require. 

I congratulate  you  on  the  improved  and  flourishing 
state  of  our  commerce;  and  I trust  that  the  abun- 
dant harvest  which  we  have  received  from  the  boun- 
tiful hand  of  Providence  during  the  present  year  will 
afford  material  relief  to  his  majesty’s  people,  ami 
produce  a considerable  augmentation  in  many 
branches  of  the  revenue. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

I congratulate  you  on  the  decided  conviction 
which  now -happily  prevails  throughout  so  large  a 
portion  of  Europe  that  the  war  in  which  the  allied 
powers  are  engaged  against  the  ruler  of  France  is  a 
war  of  necessity  ; and  that  his  views  of  universal 
dominion  can  only  be  defeated  by  combined  and  de- 
termined resistance. 

The  public  spirit  and  national  enthusiasm  which 
have  successively  accomplished  the  deliverance  of 
ihe  kingdoms  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  the 
Russian  empire,  now  equally  animate  the  German 
people ; and  we  may  justly  entertain  the  fullest 
confidence  that  the  same  perseverance  on  their  part 
will  ultimately  lead  to  the  same  glorious  result. 

I cannot  but  deplore  most  deeply  the  continuance 
of  this  extended  warfare  and  of  all  those  miseries 
which  the  insatiable  ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France 
has  so  long  inflicted  upon  Europe. 

Xo  disposition  to  require  from  France  sacrifices  of 
any  description  inconsistent  with  her  honor  or  just 
pretensions  as  a nation  will  ever  be  on  my  part,  or 
on  that  of  his  majesty’s  allies,  an  obstacle  to  peace. 

The  restoration  of  tfiat  great  blessing  upon  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  equality  has  never  ceased  to  be 
my  anxious  wish  ; but  I am  fully  convinced  that  it 
can  only  be  obtained  by  a continuance  of  those  ef 
forts  which  have  already  delivered  so  large  a part  of 
Europe  from  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

To  the  firmness  and  perseverance  of  this  country, 
these  advantages  may  in  a great  degree  be  ascribed, 
Let  this  considerat  ion  animate  us  to  new  exertions* 
and  we  shall  thus,  1 trust  be  enabled  to  bring  this 
long  and  arduous  contest  to  a conclusion  which  will 
be  consistent  with  the  independence  of  all  the  na- 
tions engaged  in  it,  and  with  the  general  security  of 
Europe. 


<>f  tCu 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Monopoly. — There  are  many  i e -.sons  to  apprehend 
that  the  late  great  speculations  in  coffee,  sugar, 
tea,  &c.  omoiN  ATKn  in  a political  intrigue  of  the  ene- 
my or  his  adherents  ; and  in  a country  where  so 
much  depends ‘on  the  feelings  of  the  people  as  in  the 
United  States,  a powerful  diversion  might  have  been 
expected— for  it  really  appears  hard,  at  once  Is 
forego  the  many  luxuries  we  rioted  in,  or  pay  th* 
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present  unconscionable  prices  for  them.  But  to  the 
great  credit  of  the  citizens  of  the  union,  instead  of 
venting  their  indignation  against  the  government i as 
was  expected,  they  have  run  foul  of  the  speculators , 
and  wish  them  every  thing  else— than  their  benefit. 
Thousands  have  adopted  substitutes  for  them.  Tens 
of  thousands  curtail  the  use  of  them  to  one  halt  of 
the  quantity  hitherto  consumed  ; and  a vast  number 
discard  them  altogether.  Those  who  believed  that 
the  spirit  of  the  American  people  would  fail  for  the 
want  of  sugar,  tea  and  coffee, we  re  shallow  politicians. 
Yet  they  succeeded  in  raising  the  market,  and  have 
have  drawn  into  the  vortex  many  innocent  and 
worthy  men.  Ruin  will  follow  ,•  and  the  calamities 
incident  thereunto  will,  more  or  less,  aid  the  enemy. 
Tor  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  coffee  will  stand 
at  38  cents  per  lb.  tea  at  3 or  4$  and  sugar  at  $40 
per  cwt.*  For  the  first  and  second  we  have  many  sub- 
stitutes equally  palatable  when  familiarized  by  a 
little  habit,  and  the  use  of  the  latter  may  be  re- 
trenched three-fourths  without  injuring  the  health  of 
one  person.  But  of  coffee  we  have  an  immense  supply. 
In  one  Boston  paper  no  less  than  twenty-jive  hundred 
andfifty  tons  (5,712,000  lbs.)  is  offered  for  sale,  and 
every  city  is  equally  full  of  it.  It  would  not  bjs  above 
the  mark  if  we  were  to  say  that  Boston,  New-York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  now  have  from  forty  to 
fifty  millions  of  pounds  of  coffee  on  handf — the  lesser 
ports  have  proportionate  parcels;  of  teas,  also,  there 
is  a large  stock — the  supply  of  sugar  is  less,  but 
there  is  great  deal  qf  that ; and  Louisiana , by  inter- 
nal navigation,  will  send  us  vast  quantities  in  the 
spring. 

Rumors  of  peace.— What  is,  in  extenso,  the  amount 
pf  the  despatch  lately  received  from  the  British 
ministry,  we  can  only  gather  from  the  statement  and 
rumors  below.  They  have  had  powerful  effects 
among'  the  speculations — few  large  sales  have  been 
sincq  made  qf  fqreign  goods,  and  dour  has  advanced 
several  dollars  a barrel.  Some,  who  pretend  to 
know  a great  deal,  apprehend  an  immediate  settle- 
ment of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain — others 
think  the  whole  a mere  i'use  de  guerre  to  paralize 
the  measures  of  government.  We  learn  that  the 
Bramble  is  to  wait  for  an  answer  until  the  Neptune 
arrives. 

* Since  writing  the  above  we  have  the  following  : 
J\'ew- York,  January  4. — The  news  per  the  Bramble 
jias  had  an  inconceivable  effect  upon  our  market. 
An  immense  deal  of  property  vyas  yesterday  literally 
thrown  under  the  hammer,  and  knocked  down  at  the 
following  prices  : coffee  at  23  cents;  sugar  at  $22  50 
per  cwt.  hyson  tea  at  $1  94  per  lb.  souchong  at 
$1  50,  salt  87  1-2  cents  per  bushel  and  other  articles 
in  proportion ! To  what  madness  has  the  rage  of 
Speculation  driven  thousands,  who  now,  with  equal 
folly  are  making  unnecessary  sacrifices.  The  public 
faiow  not  the  cause.  All  is  conjecture' and  report. 

f This  is  not  mere  assertion.  I have  many  reasons 
to  believe  the  amount  is  less  than  the  truth.  The  con- 
sumption of  coffee  in  the  United  §tates?  when  it  was 
cheapest  and  most  generally  used,  has  not  exceeded 
thirteen  millions  of  pounds  per  annum,  if  it  were  so 
much.  With  the  present  habits  of  the  people,  ten 
millions  a year  is  an  ample  supply,  and  that  may  be, 
zmd  will  be,  if  the  price  should  stand  as  it  is,  reduced 
more  than  one  half.  Wheat,  rye,  barley,  chesnuts, 
potatoes,  &c.  &c.  afl  make  a liquor  resembling  coffee, 
as  useful  and  quite  as  wholesome.  The  estimate  of 
if  he  consumption  is  founded  on  official  documents, 
.put  the  peace  rumors , with  the  folly  of  the  thing 
itself,  has  knocked  it  down,  as  well  as  sugar  and  tea. 
It  fias/aUen  more  than  33  per  cent,  in  some  places.  , 


From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Jan.  1. 

Fho.h  Britain. — Various  rumors  were  in  circula- 
tion during  the  whole  of  yesterday  respecting  pro- 
positions which  are  said  to  have  been  made  to  our 
government  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
lating to  an  accommodation  of  differences  between 
the  two  countries.  We  have  made  inquiry  into  the 
foundation  of  these  reports,  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  present  to  the  public  a correct  account  of 
them.  We  regret  that  it  is  not  yet  fully  in  our 
power.  The  following  facts  we  believe  may  be  re- 
lied on  ; that  a flag  of  truce  has  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, at  Annapolis,  with  a despatch  frqm  the  Bri- 
tish minister  to  the  secretary  of  state,  bearing  date 
early  in  November,  which  although  it  contains  no 
distinct  proposition,  may  be  considered  as  rather  of 
a pacific  character.  It  is  said  that  the  British  minis? 
ter  speaks  in  tliis  despatch  of  a communication  to 
the  Russian  government,  and,  through  it,  with  our 
envoys  at  St.  Petersburg!),  relating  to  a negociation 
to  be  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  for  peace  ; but  that  nq  document,  ei- 
ther from  the  Russian  government  or  our  envoys,  in 
reply  thereto,  has  been  forwarded.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  for  our 
government  justly  to  appreciate  the  real  object  or 
intentions  of  the  British  government.  Their  letter 
relating  to  despatches  from  our  envoys  might  have 
been  written  on  the  presumption  that  those  des- 
patches had  already  reached  our  government.  We 
must  therefore  await  further  arrivals  before  we  can 
form  any  correct  idea  of  their  import.  If,  as  we 
have  reason  to  believe,  the  Neptune,  which  took 
our  ministers  to  St.  Petersburg!),  was  to  leave  the 
Baltic  in  the  latter  end  of  October  with  despatches 
for  the  United  States,  all  doubt  or  uncertainty  on 
this  important  subject  will  soon  be  removed. 

From  the  Federal  Republican  of  Jan.  3. 

“Nothing  decisive  will  be  done  by  pur  govern- 
ment towards  an  accommodation  with  Great  Britain, 
until  Mr.  Madison  is  satisfied  that  the  power  of 
France  is  at  end.  Whenever  he  is  so  satisfied,  we 
have  not  a doubt  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
will  be  negociatcd  with  Great  Britain.  France  forced 
us  into  this  war  ; and  while  she  is  able  to  apply  the 
force  to  keep  us  in  it,  there  is  no  hope  of  our  get- 
tingoutof  it.  If  the  news  brought  by  the  flag  of 
truce  to  Annapolis  is  to  be  relied  on,  or  is  shortly 
confirmed,  we  believe  a minister  will  be  sent  to  Lon- 
don or  a negociation  will  be  opened  here  for  a peace, 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made. 

“ We  subjoin  the  remarks  of  the  court  paper  upon 
the  despatch  from  lord  Castlereagh.*  They  are  offi- 
cial tpid  very  nearly  in  the  same  words  that  Mr.  Ma-, 
disonhas  been  heard  to  express  himself  in  conver- 
l sation  on  the  same  subject.  What  can  be  more  gener- 
ous, more  noble,  more  magnanimous  than  a proposition \ 
for  peace  from  Fv gland  at  such  q,  time,  and  under  th$ 
new  and  glorious  circumstances  of  her  aj fairs  in  the 
old  world.  She  seems  disposed  to  treat  us  as  a pa- 
rent endeavoring  to  reclaim  his  prodigal  son.  If 
England' entertained  the  views  and  feeling  towards 
this  nation,  which  a majority  of  the  people  have 
been  made  to  believe  by  their  deceivers,  is  it  possi- 
ble at  the  very  moment  when  all  power  is  about  to 
center  itself  in.  her  hands,  and  \yhen  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  of  our  government,  and  their 
disgraceful  failures  are  every  where  known  and  vi- 
sible, is  it  possible  she  would  let  us  escape  withou^ 
grinding  us  to  dust  for  our  co-operation  with  France, 
in  the  attempts  to  destroy  her  ? Magnanimous  na- 
tion ! far  different  are  her  feelings  towards  us,,  not? 

^Meaning,  we  presume,  the  National  Intelligencer 
and  the  remarks  preceding.  in>.  hCQ. 
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withstanding-  the  antipathies  which  Jefferson  and 
his  disciples  have  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  ig- 
norant or  interested  ag-ainst  her.  We  are  perfectly 
convinced  Great  Britain  will  give  us  the  same  terThs, 
and  as  good  terms  when  successful  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  danger,  that  she  would,  when  pressed  with 
difficulties  and  surrounded  with  danger — nay  better 
terms.  Such  is  the  nature  of  true  courage,  which 
is  always  generous.” 

An  extract  of  a letter  says — “ Our  commissioners 
have  been  met  in  Russia — differed  on  two  points, 
which  are  referred  to  the  respective  governments, 
and  lord  Castlereagh  has  communicated  those  two 
points  to  our  government.” 

From  the  Baltimore  Whig  of  January  5. 

“ From  a highly  respectable  and  authentic  source 
at  Washington,  we  last  evening  learned  that  the 
communication  from  lord  Castleueagu  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Monroe,  by  the  Bramble,  amounts,  in  truth, 
to  nothing,  if  not -worse  than  nothing.  It  is  strongly 
believed,'  that  the  enemy  calculated  the  despatch 
would  reach  here  the  first  week  after  the  meeting 
of  congress,  and  would  have  the  effect  to  paralyze 
the  proceedings  of  that  body.  The  British  cabinet 
supposed  that  the  dag  with  the  despatch  would  pre- 
sent to  this  nation  the  appearance  of  an  anxious  de- 
sire on  their  part  for  peace,  and  would  prevent  the 
adoption  by  congress  of  any  restrictive  measure  on 
commercial  operations.  In  short,  the  flag  was  in- 
tended to  throw  a spirit  of  relaxation  into  our  poli- 
tical system,  to  damp  the  recruiting  service,  to  di- 
vide and  distract  the  friends  of  the  war  and  the  go- 
vernment.” 

From  the  Baltimore  Federal  Gazette. 

“We  congratulate  our  readers  on  the  prospect 
of  such  arrangements  being  contemplated  as  will 
probably  lead  to  a speedy  peace.  This  measure,  so 
desirable,  and  now  so  anxiously  looked  for  by  all 
classes,  we  think  we  have  just  reasons  for  stating,  is 
contemplated  by  our  government,  as  likely  to  be 
soon  effected. 

Our  correspondent  at  Washington  assures  us,  that 
it  is  confidently  expected,  the  president  will  in  a few 
days  nominate  to  the  senate,  a person  to  be  appoint- 
ed minister  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  ; that  it  is  under- 
stood the  British  government  have  evinced  a desire 
to  make  such  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
isting differences  as  our  government  may,  without 
prejudice  to  the  question  of  right,  or  injury  to  our 
national  honor,  accept ; and  that  our  government,  in 
the  liberal  spirit  of  accommodation  and  a desire  (as 
the  friends  of  administration  say)  to  put  an  end  to 
the  evils  resulting  from  a state  of  war,  are  inclined 
to  meet  the  proposal,  and  waving  minor  difficulties, 
to  submit  all  matters  in  dispute  to  an  immediate  ne- 
^gociation. 

The  source  from  which  our  correspondent  obtains 
his  information,  he  assures  me  may  be  relied  on  ; 
and,  although  we  confess  our  wishes  may  influence 
our  opinion  on  the  subject,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  belief  of  our  readers.” 

[Such  is  the  substance  of  the  many  rumors.  One 
report  says  that  Mr.  King , of  the  senate,  is  nominated 
as  our  minister  on  the  occasion.  See  postscript. 

Steam  vessel  of  war.- — A number  of  influential 
and  patriotic  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  New-York 
assembled  a few  days  ago  at  the  house  of  Rohf.ht 
Fulton,  Esq.  to  investigate  the  principles  and  utility 
of  a steam  vessel  of  war  invented  bv  that  gent  leman. 
After  exapiui'ng  the  plan  and  hearing-  the  reasons 
submitted,  they  immediately  adopted  measures  to 
raise  $>120,000  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a trial  to 
the  experiment^  proposing  to  build  one  to  carry  24- 


long  24  pounders  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  that  city 

The  enemy. — A Philadelphia  paper  says  that  Mr 
M‘Cauley’s  extensive  manufactory  of  floor  cloths, 
was  clandestinely  entered  some  time  ago,  and  sever- 
al of  the  largest  pieces  of  cloth  maliciously  cut  and 
destroyed.  The  like  happens  in  other  places.  A 
very  ingenious  artist  in  Baltimore , after  great  labor 
in  preparing  his  loom,  is  now  weaving  shawls  called 
“Cashmere”  for  which  he  expects  to  receive  f 10 
each.  The  editor  was  invited  to  see  him  at  work  a 
few  days  since,  and,  while  he  admired  the  curious 
apparatus  and  elegant  workmanship,  he  indignantly 
learnt  that  the  first  shawl  completed  had  been  wan- 
tonly destroyed,  by  some  person  unknown.  These 
things  should  put  our  manufacturers  on  their  guard. 
They  are  the  petit  war  of  the  enemy. 

Commerce. — From  the  1st  to  the  24th  Dec.  1813, 
44  sail  of  vessels  cleared  and  sailed  from  Boston  for 
foreign  ports.  Only  5 of  this  number  were  Ameri- 
cans. 

“ The  friends  of  peace” — From  the  New-York 
Evening  Post. — “ What  would  he  the  value  of  a peace, 
if  not  attended  with  a change  of  those  rulers  who  are 
driving  the  country  headlong  to  win  ? A peace , if 
such  be  its  effects,  would  be  the  heaviest  of  curses. 
there  is  no  event  that  could  happen,  no  possible  con- 
dition of  things  that  can  be  imagined,  which,  ought 
not  to  be  deplored,  dreaded  and  avoided,  as  the 
greatest  of  calamities,  if  its  tendency  is  to  perpetu- 
ate power  in  the  profligate  hands  that  for  sixteen 
years  have  governed  this  unhappy  country.” 

This  is  an  honest  confession  and  the  editor  de- 
serves credit  for  it.  What  Mr.  Coleman  says,  may 
be  regarded  as  the  sentiment  of  a considerable  pm  - 
ty,  and  must  not  be  esteemed  as  a mere  flying  pa- 
ragraph. It  means,  that  an  honorable  peace  would 
be  the  “heaviest  of  curses”  if  it  did  not  bring  a cer  - 
tain character  of  persons  into  power  ! O shame  / — 
But  the  principle,  for  which  the  war  was  proclaimed, 
daily  becomes  more  popular.  In  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  the  “war  party”  as 
it  is  called,  has  a relative  gain  of  set  members  since 
A larch  last  ; two  of  which  came  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  where  the  Evening  Post  is  printed. 

Com.  Cuaunckt  has  arrived  in  New  York. 

A rich  prize. — A very  valuable  ship,  under  Bus- 
si  an  colors,  direct  from  Liverpool,  and  fully  laden 
with  British  goods , bound  for  Amelia  Island,  was 
taken  by  gun  boat  No.  153  off’  St.  Mary’s  bar,  and 
carried  into  that-  port.  She  is  said  to  have  docu- 
ments that  prove  the  property  is  in  the  enemy. 

Coincidence. — In  page  262,  we  noticed  the  “ arts 
of  the  enemy”  to  prevent  the  passage  of  an  embargo 
law,  by  blockading  the  sound,  and  shewing  that  alt 
sorts  of  provisions  were  “dog-cheap”  in  Lisbon , Ca- 
diz, Stc.  We  have  now  to  present  another  remark- 
able case.  The  president,  in  his  message  to  con- 
gress, recommends  the  passage  of  a law  to  prevent 
the  ransoming  of  vessels — and  out  comes  the  follow- 
ing in  a Philadelphia  paper,  edited  by  an  ex-member 

of  congress — “Understood ?” “We  are  informed 

that  captain  Pirn,  of  the  Niemen  frigate  (one  of  the 
British  squadron  which  lately  made  such  numerous 
captures  off  Chincoteague)  is  last  from  England,  via 
Halifax,  and  has  on  board  an  order  from  the  admi- 
ralty prohibiting  the  ransom  by  the  officers  of  his 
majesty’s  navy,  of  any  captured  American  vessels. 
He  is  also  authorised  to  capture  and  detain  all  neu- 
tral vessels  bound  to  American  porta.” 

Blue  lights.  It  is  astonishing  to  observe  the  ef- 
forts made  to  invalidate  the  truth  of  the  report  re- 
specting the  “blue  lights”  exhibited  on  the  shores 
of  New-Lor.don.  With  impudence  unparalleled* 
the  facts  are  denied  in  toto , and  the.  thing  is  twisted 
and  turned  a thousand  ways  to  weaken  its  force  ; for 
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the  people  are  alarmed  and  shocked  at  the  vile  trea-  the  Sound,  by  which  some  of  our  insurers  have  lost 
s n.  and  begin  to  *ee  he  lengths  io  which  die  at-  from  10  to  1500  dollars  each.  It  is  hinted  that  some, 
tachment  oi  so  ..e  to  the  enemy,  will  carry  them.—  people  have  been  bit  in  the  same  way  before. 

Bu  hese  folk  nave  sown  for  themselves  a lull  bar-  \Ve  recommend  to  the  particular  consideration  of 
Vest  of  mortification,  and  we  hope  they  may  reap  the  reader  the  triumphant  letter  of  general  Hamsun 


the  c "p  in  repentance they  h:id  not  yet  seen  Deca- 
tur's letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  Hardened 
as  • -ey  are,  they  will  not  say  that  is  false. 

More  retaliation.  A cartel  has  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton from  Halifax,  with  140  prisoners,  among  whom 
are  seve  ral  officers  late  o:  privateers,  and  some  of 
the  midshipmen  that  belonged  to  the  Chesapeake. 
Another  cartel  with  4 or  5 JO  prisoners  was  to  sail  m 
a few  days.  The  passengers  report  that  there  re- 
mained at  Halifax  about  1400  prisoners  ; of  whom 
140  officers  and  seamen,  were  held  as  hostages.  They 
also  say  that  16  of  the  Chesapeake’s  late  crew,  had  beei 
detained  for  as  many  of  the  Borer’s  crew,  who , it  is 
said,  had  deserted  ashore  / Is  this  possible  ? “ His  ma- 
jesty wants  men  and  must  have  them  and  the  barba- 
rians are  capable  of  any  tiling. 

It  is  stated  that  several  of  the  crew  of  the  late  U. 
States  brig  Jirgus,  have  been  put  into  irons  at  Ply- 
mouth (E.)  on  suspicion  of  their  being  British  sub 
jects.  The  officers  are  on  parole  at  Reading.  Is  it 
not  singular  that  we  have  not  yet  had  an  American 
account  of  the  fight  of  that  vessel  with  the  Pelican? 
Can  it  be  that  our  officers  are  not  permitted  to  write 
horn 

Sir  George  Prevost,  by  general  orders  issued  at 
Montreal,  Dec.  12,  notices  the  receit  of  a commu- 
nication from  general  Wilkinson , stating  the  confine- 
ment of  the  46  British  officers,  held  as  hostages  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States — and  after  a 
good  deal  of  intemperate  language,  he  directs  that 
all  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  prisoners  of  war, 
in  his  power,  shall  be  confined. 

A “Bulwark.”  Admiral  Warren,  the  spoiler  in 
the  Chesapeake~~ihe  commander  of  an  expedition  in 
which  several  defenceless  towns  were  wontonly 
burnt — in  which  one  church  was  battered  with  stones 
and  another  plundered— in  which  sick  persons  were 
murdered,  and  women  violated,  is  elected  one  of  the 
vice-presidents  of  a Bible  society  at  Halifax.  I dare 
say,  if  such  institutions  exist  in  India , the  creature 
who,  receives  the  revenue  from  the  prostitutions  and 
murders  in  honor  of  Juggernaut,  may  be  a member 
of  one  of  them.  Is  this  “the  religion  we  profess.” — 
See  Wei  k i,y  Register,  vol.  Ill,  p.  347. 

Direct  tax. — A proposition  to  assume  the  state’s 
quota  of  the  United  States  direct  tax  has  failed  in 
JK'orth  Carolina  from  a difference  of  opinion  in  the 
legislature  to  equalize  the  levy,  which  it  was  propo- 
sed  to  make  under  the  authority  of  the  state. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio  have,  without  a dissenting 
voice,  agreed  to  pay  that  state’s  quota  of  the  U.  S. 


to  general  Vincent , inserted  below.  How  glorious  is 
nis  conduct  compared  with  Proctor’s  infamy,  and  the 
generally  barbarous  proceedings  of  the  enemy  ? 

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Copies  of  the  following  letters  have  been  politely 
communicated  to  us  for  publication,  by  an  officer  of 
general  Harrison’s  stall,  who  has  the  originals  in  his 
possession.  [National  Intelligencer, 

FROM  GENERAL  PROCTOR  TO  GENERAL  UAKIUSON. 

October  8th,  1813. 

Sir, — The  fortune  of  war  having  placed  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  officers  and  several  families  of 
the  right  division  of  the  British  army  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, in  your  power;  as  also  letters,  papers  and 
vouchers  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  individuals, 
without  being  of  any  to  the  cause  of  the  captors  , 1 
do  myself  the  honor  of  applying  to  you  in  their 
behalf,  hoping  that  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  war, 
you  will  avail  yourself  of  this  favorable  opportun  ity 
to  alleviate  private  feelings,  by  causing  the  said  pro- 
perty and  documents  to  be  restored.  I must  also 
intreat  that  every  consideration  in  your  power  be 
shown  for  private  families,  not  of  the  army.  I trust 
that  with  the  same  view  you  will  permit  the  bearer 
hereof  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  individuals,  and  that 
you  will  facilitate  the  retreat  of  any  families  that 
may  unfortunately  have  been  interrupted  in  the 
attempt.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  PROCTOR, 

JWaj or  -General  in  II.  B.  JVL’s  service. 
Major-General  Harrison , or  officer  com-T 
manding  the  army  in  the  service  of  C 
the  U.  S.  at  Moravian  Towns.  j 

FROM  GENERAL  HARRISON  TO  GENERAL  VINCENT. 

Head- Quarters,  Fort  George,  3d  JVov.  1813. 
Sir — Lieutenant  Le  Breton,  an  officer  in  your  ser- 
vice, arrived  at  Detroit  on  the  15th  ultimo,  bearing 
a flag  and  a letter  to  me  from  general  Proctor,  re- 
questing humane  treatment  for  the  prisoners  in  my 
possession  and  the  restoration  of  private  property 
and  papers.  This  letter  was  directed  to  me  at  the 
Moravian  Towns;  and  as  the  subject  was  not  of  the 
importance  to  authorise  the  lieutenant’s  pursuing 
me  to  Detroit,  I was  somewhat  surprised  as  his 
doing  so.  Ii  did  not  appear  to  me  proper  to  permit 
him  to  return  in  that  way,  and  as  I was  upon  the 
point  of  setting  out  for  this  frontier  by  water,  I con* 
ceived  that  mode  of  conveyance  would  be  full  as 
agreeable  to  him,  and  would  enable  him  to  meet 
general  Proctor  as  expeditiously  as  by  the  land 


tax.  True  as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  this  young  and  route.  I regret  that  the  badness  of  the  weather  and 


gallant  and  prosperous  state,  ever  points  to  patri- 
otism. 

The  admirable  Porter. — This  gallant  n^val  offi- 
cer (says  the  Providence  Phoenix  j is  much  better 
entitled  to.  the  superlative  we  have  applied  to  him, 
that  the  Frenchman  who  once  bore  it— the  admira- 
ble Critchton.  We  are  lost  in  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment when  we  contemplate  the  peerless  services 
which  captain  Porter  has  renderecLwiih  a single  fri- 
gate— “the  Lord" is  on  his  side;  and  his  doingseare 
marvellous  in  our  eyes.” 

Flour  at  Jamaica,  Nov.  25,  thirty-two  dollars  per 
barrel. 

Double  treachkrt.  A.  vessel  from  Newport  for 
New- York,  (says  the  Providence  Patriot)  with  a va- 
luable cargo,  supposed  to  have  a ticket , as  she  was 
insured  in  this  town  at  4 per  centum,  while  other 
vessels  pay  from  10  to  20,  was  recently  captured  in 


other  causes  which  he  will  explain  have  detained 
him  until  this  time. 

Understanding  that  you  are  the  senior  officer,  l 
have  determined  to  address  my  answer  to  you. — 
With  respect  to  the  subject  of  general  Proctor’s 
letter,  those  which  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you 
from  the  British  officers,  who  were  taken  on  the  5th 
ultimo,  to  their  friends,  and  the  report  of  Air.  Le 
Breton,  will  satisfy  you  that  no  indulgence  which 
humanity  could  claim  in  their  favor,  or  the  usages 
of  war  sanction,  has  been  withheld.  The  disposition 
of  the  property  taken  on  the  field  of  action  or  near 
it,  Was  left  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit. 
The  instructions  given  to  that  gentleman,  and  the 
well  known  generosity  of  his  character,  will  ensure 
to  the  claimants  the  utmost  justice  and  liberality  in 
lus  decisions.  In  making  this  statement,  1 wish  if 
however  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  my  conduct 
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with  regard  to  the  prisoners  and  property  taken,  has 
been  dictated  solely  by  motives  of  humanity,  and 
not  by  a belief  that  it  could  be  claimed  upon  the 
score  of  reciprocity  of  treatment  towards  the  Ame- 
rican prisoners  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
general  Proctor.  The  unhappy  description  of  per- 
sons who  have  escaped  from  the  tomahau  k of  the 
savages  in  the  employment  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, who  fought  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
that  officer,  have  suffered  all  the  indignities  and  de- 
privations which  human  nature  is  capable  of  sup- 
porting. There  is  no  single  instance  that  1 have 
heard  of,  in  which  the  property  of  the  officers  has 
been  respected.  But  I am  far  from  believing  that  the 
conduct  of  general  Proctor  has  been  thought  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
British  officers ; and  in  the  character  of  general 
Vincent,  I have  a pledge  that  he  will  unite  his  ex- 
ertions with  mine  to  soften  as  much  as  possible  the 
fate  of  those  whom  the  fortune  of  war  may  recipro- 
cally place  in  our  power. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  subject  upon  which  I 
wish  an  explicit  declaration  : Will  the  indians  who 
still  adhere  to  the  cause  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  be 
suffered  to  continue  that  horrible  species  of  warfare 
which  they  have  as  heretofore  practised  against  our 
troops,  and  those  still  more  horrible  depredations 
upon  tlie  peaceable  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  ? 1 
have  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  even  the  latter 
has  not  always  been  perpetrated  by  small  parties  of 
vagrant  indians  acting  at  a distance  from  the  British 
army.  Some  of  the  most  atrocious  instances  have 
occurred  under  the  eyes  of  the  British  commander 
and  the  head  of  the  indian  department.  I shall  pass 
by  the  tragedy  of  the  river  Raisin,  and  that  equally 
well  known  which  was  acted  on  the  Miami  after  the 
defeat  of  colonel  Dudley — and  select  three  other 
instances  of  savage  barbarity  committed  under  the 
auspices  of  general  Proctor  : — In  the  beginning  of 
June  a small  party  of  indians  conducted  by  an  Ottawa 
chief,  who  I believe  is  now  with  the  British  army 
under  your  command,  left  Malden  in  bark  canoes, 
in  which  they  coasted  lake  Erie  to  the  mouth  of 
Portage  river;  the  canoes  were  taken  across  the 
portage  to  the  Sandusky  bay,  over  which  the  party 
proceeded  to  the  Cold  creek,  and  from  thence  by 
land  to  the  settlements  upon  that  river,  where  they 
captured  three  families,  consisting  of  one  man  and 
twelve  women  and  children.  After  taking  the  pri- 
soners some  distance,  one  of  the  women  was  disco- 
vered to  be  unable  to  keep  up  with  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  advanced  state  of  pregnancy.  She  was 
immediately  tomahawked,  stripped  naked,  her  womb 
ripped  open,  and  the  child  taken  out.  Three  or  four 
of  the  children  were  successively  butchered  as  they 
discovered  their  inability  to  keep  up  with  the  party. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  indians  at  Malden,  two  or 
three  of  the  prisoners  were  ransomed  by  colonel 
Elliott  and  the  others  by  the  citizens  of  Detroit, 
where  they  remained  until  they  were  taken  off  by 
their  friends  upon  the  recovery  of  that  place  by  our 
army.  I understand  that  the  savage  chief  received 
from  colonel  Elliott  a reprimand  for  his  cruelty. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  of  the  same  month,  a large 
party  of  indians  were  sent  from  Malden  on  a war 
expedition  to  Lower  Sandusky.  Ala  farm-house  near 
tiiat  place  they  murdered  a whole  family,  consist- 
ing of  a man,  his  wife,  son  and  daughter. 

During  the  last  attack  upon  fort  Meigs  by  general 
Proctor,  a party  headed  by  a Seneca,  and  intimate 
friend  of  Tecumseh’s,  was  sent  to  endeavor  to  de- 
tach from  qur  interest  the  Shawanese  of  Wapock- 
anata.  In  their  way  hither  they  murdered  several 
sn  n and  one  \yoman,who  was  working  in  acorn-field. 
I have  selected,  sir,  the  above  from  a long  list  of 
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similar  instances  of  barbarity  which  the  history  of 
the  last  fifteen,  months  could  furnish  ; because  they 
were  perpetrated,  if  not  in  the  view  of  the  British 
commander,  by  parties  who  came  immediately  from 
his  camp  and  returned  to  it — who  even  received  their 
daily  support  from  the  king’s  stores,  and  who  in 
fact,  (as  the  documents  in  my  possession  will  show) 
form  a part  of  his  army. 

To  retaliate  then  upon  the  subjects  of  the  king 
would  have  been  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  war  and 
the  usages  of  the  most  civilized  nations.  To  do  so 
has  most  amply  been  in  my  power.  The  tide  of  for- 
tune has  changed  in  our  favor,  and  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  province  opened  to  our  arms.  Nor  have 
the  instruments  of  vengeance  been  wanting.  The 
savages  who  sued  to  us  for  mercy  would  gladly  have 
shewn  their  claims  to  it,  by  re-acting  upon  the 
Thames  the  bloody  scenes  of  Sandusky  and  Cold 
creek.  A single  sign  of  approbation  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  pour  upon  the  subjects  of  the  king  their 
whole  fury.  The  future  conduct  of  the  British  offi- 
cers will  determine  the  correctness  of  mine  in  with- 
holding it.  If  the  savages  should  be  again  let  loose 
upon  our  settlements,  1 shall  with  justice  be  accused 
of  having  sacrificed  the  interests  and  honor  of  my 
country,  and  the  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  feel- 
ings of  false  and  mistaken  humanity.  You  are  a sol- 
dier, sir,  and  as  I sincerely  believe,  possess  all  the 
honorable  sentiments  which  ought  always  to  be  found 
in  men  who  follow  the  profession  of  arms.  Use  then, 

I pray  you,  your  authority  and  influence  to  stop  that 
dreadful  effusion-  of  innocent  blood  which  proceeds 
from  the  employment  of  those  savage  monsters  whose 
aid  (as  must  now  be  discovered)  is  so  little  to  be  de- 
pended on  when  most  wanted,  and  which  can  have 
so  trifling  an  effect  upon  the  issue  of  the  war.  The 
effect  of  their  barbarities  will  not  be  confined  to  the 
present  generation.  Ages  yet  to  come  will  feel  the 
' deep  rooted  haired  and  enmity  which  they  must 
produce  between  the  two  nations. 

1 deprecate  most  sincerely  the  dreadful  alterna- 
tive which  will  be  offered  to  me  should  they  be 
' continued,  but  I solemnly  declare,  that  if  the  indians 
that  remain  under  the  influence  of  the  British  go- 
vernment are  suffered  to  commit  any  depredations 
upon  the  citizens  within  the  district  that  is  commit- 
ted to  my  protection,  I will  remove  the  restrictions 
which  have  hitherto  been  imposed  upon  those  who 
have  offered  their  services  to  the  United  States  and 
direct  them  to  carry  on  the  war  in  their  own  wav  ; 
I have  never  heard  a single  excuse  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  savages  by  your  government  unless  we 
can  credit  the  story  of  some  British  officer  having 
dared  to  assert  that  “as  we  employed  the  Kentuck- 
ians, you  had  a right  to  make  use  of  the  indians.” 

If  such  injurious  sentiments  have  really  prevailed, 
to  the  prejudice  of  a brave,  well  informed  and  vir- 
tuous people,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  representa- 
tions of  your  officers  who  were  lately  taken  upon  the 
river  Thames.  They  will  inform  you,  sir,  that  so  far 
from  offering  any  violence  to  the  persons  of  their 
prisoners,  these  savages  would  not  permit  a word  to 
escape  them  which  was  calculated  to  wound  or  insult 
their  feelings  ; and  this  too  with  the  sufferings  of 
their  friends  and  relatives  at  the  river  llaisiu  and 
Miami  fresh  upon  their  recollection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

(Signed)  WM.  IIENRY  HARRISON: 

P.  S.  I pledge  myself  for  the  truth  of  the  above 
statement  in  relation  to  the  murders  committed  b\ 
the  indians.  W.  II.  II. 

FKOM  GENERAL  VINCENT  TO  GENERAL  HAllUlsto. 

Head-quarters , Burlington  Heights, 

10 ill  November,  1813- 

Sir— Lieut.  Le  Breton  having  delivered  your  let  - 
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ter  of  the  3d  inst.  I have  directed  capt.  Merritt  of. 
the  provincial  dragoons  to  proceed  with  a flag  to 
fort  George,  as  the  bearer  of  this  acknowledgment 
of  your  obligingcommunication. 

The  account  given  of  the  British  officers,  whom 
the  fortune  of  Avar  has  lately  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  United  States,  is  such,  as  cannot  fail  afford- 
ing very  consoling  reflections  to  this  army  and  their 
anxious  friends. 

Though  you  must  be  sensible  there  are.  several 
points  in  your  letter,  respecting  which  it  is  wholly 
beyond  my  power  to  afford  you  the  satisfaction  of 
an  “explicit  declaration,”  yet  be  assured,  sir,  I shall 
never  feel  the  smallest  degree  of  hesitation  in  join- 
ing you  in  any  pledge,  that  it  will  ever  be  my 
anxious  wish  and  endeavor  to  alleviate  as  much  as 
possible  the  fate  of  those  who  may  fall  into  my  pow- 
er by  the  chances  of  war. 

Believe  me,  sir,  I deprecate  as  strongly  as  your- 
self the  perpetration  of  acts  of  cruelty  committed 
under  any  pretext  ; and  shall  lament  equally  with 
yourself  that  any  state  of  things  will  produce  them. 
No  efforts  of  mine  will  be  ever  wanting  to  diminish 
the  evils  of  a state  of  warfare,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  duties  which  are  due  to  my  king 
and  country. 

The  Indians,  when  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
troops  under  my  command,  have  been  invariably' 
exhorted  to  mercy,  and  have  never  been  deaf  to  iriy 
anxious  entreaties  on  this  interesting  subject, 

I shall  not  fail  to  transmit  the  original  of  your  let- 
ter to  the  lower  province,  foi'  tlie  consideration  of 
liis  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces. 

I feel  particularly  anxious  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  your  instructions  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the 
gallant  and  truly  unfortunate  capt.  Barclay,  whose 
wounds  I lament  to  hear  are  Such  as  to  preclude  all 
hopes  of  his  being  ever  again  able  to  resume  the  du- 
ties of  his  station.  Under  these  circumstances  1 
am  induced  to  rely  on  your  liberality  and  generous 
interference  to  obtain  a release  or  parole,  that  he 
may  be  allowed  the  indulgence  of  immediately  pro- 
ceeding to  the  lower  province. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  VINCENT,  Moj.Gen. 

His  excellency  moj.  gen.  Harrison. 

FROM  THE  BOSTON  PATRIOT. 

To  Thomas  Barclay , Esq.  British  agent  for  prisoners 
at  JVexo-York. 

Sir — Actuated  by  the  same  motives  which  doubt- 
less influenced  you  to  make  the  publication  contain- 
ed in  the  JVexo-York  Gazette , and  re -published  in  the 
Boston  Centinel,  1 have  been  induced  to  communi- 
cate the  following  information,  and  accompanying 
depositions  which  go  far  to  invalidate  your  statement 
and  support  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Walter,  the  Ame- 
rican naval  pilot  on  lake  Champlain.  The  disposi- 
tion you  discover  to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  your 
country,  I certainly  respect — It  partakes,  sir,  of 
that  patriotism,  the  destitution  of  which  among  a 
portion  of  those  called  Americans,  you  must  have' 
known,  to  believe  your  statement  would  be  accept- 
ed, supported  only  by  inferences  and  conjecture,  in 
opposition  to  the  depos  ition  of  one  who  makes  oat  h of 
his  own  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  facts.  But, 
sir,  in  this  your  knowledge  is  correct,  and  when  you 
see  in  the  Centinel  of  this  town  the  publication  of 
the  solemn  deposition  of  a respectable  pilot  of  our 
navy,  and  your  own  informal,  unofficial  and  uncerti- 
fied statement  (which  is  merely  a speculation  on  the 
probability  of  facts)  offered  and  headed  “refuta- 
tion” immediately  after* — Your  anticipation  with 

*The  same  heading  of  col.  Barclay’s  mere  “no- 
tions'7 of  tilings,  has  been  extensively  circulated,  and 


mine  of  a devotion  to  your  cause  and  service  will  un- 
questionably be  exceeded.  Here  allow  me  to  digress 
for  a moment  while  1 with  pleasure  inform  you  that 
the  attachment  of  country,  honorable  regard  for  its 
interest  and  zeal  in  its  service,  which  I have  witness- 
ed, inspired  me  with  respect  for  numbers  in  his  ma- 
jesty’s service  and  country — At  the  same  time  they 
exhibit  a liberality  of  sentimei*  and  opinion  highly 
becoming,  although  it  evinces  less  loyalty  or  rather 
they  do  not  contend  for  so  much  in  behalf  of  his 
majesty  as  the  devoted  portion  of  a party  in  this 
country — Those  gentlemen  are  enemies  by  war  alone, 
and  should  I meet  them  in  any  place  but  the  field 
my  hand  would  be  extended  with  feelings  of  respect 
and  esteem.  If  this  is  a delineation  of  honorable 
character  you  must  despise  the  conduct  of  those  in 
this  country  who  form  so  great  a contrast,  although 
their  efforts  may  be  serviceable  to  you.  But  to  re- 
turn to  our  subject.  You  contend  that  because  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  British  service  do  not 
direct  the  issue  of  decayed  or  unsound  provisions 
andjimit  the  quantity  beneath  that  required  for  the 
sustenance  of  man — unfortunate  prisoners  cannot 
so  receive  them,  and  by  similar  inferences  only,  you 
disprove  the  cruel  severity  of  their  treatment.  It  is 
not  contended  that  your  government  actually  es- 
tablish such  disgraceful  and  inhuman  usage  by  law — 
yet  all  governments  are  implicated  in  degree  as  it 
permits  its  agents  to  abuse  the  justice  they  intend 
to  dispense.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  character  of 
your  nation  for  humanity,  justice  and  honor  has  been 
seriously  impeached  by  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  been  its  representatives  since  the  war. 

The  depositions  which  follow,  show  what  has  been 
the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  at  Quebec,  and 
if  you  wish,  any  number  of  affidavits  can  be  added. 
The  unprecedented  hardness  of  heart  in  capt.  Clark 
in  extorting  from  the  soldiers  a sum  so  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  value  of  a fish,  might  have  been  punish- 
ed by  your  government  had  a disposition  existed  to 
notice  such  behavior.  While  the  Royalist  lay  in  .Bos- 
ton harbor  the  circumstance  was  stated  in  some  of 
our  papers,  which  caused  major  Murray  then  British 
agent  for  prisoners,  to  call  on  some  of  the  officers 
who  had  been  convfeyed  in  that  ship  to  contradict  it, 
when  he  was  answered  that  it  would  be  done  with 
pleasure  if  it  were  not  so,  but  they  had  witnessed 
the  transaction  while  on  board  with  much,  regret. — 
Major  Murray  was  mortified  at  the  result  of  his  en- 
quires, and  said,  with  some  feeling,  that  “captain 
Clark  should  be  reported  to  his  majesty .”  It  was  not 
only  the  article  of  fish,  but  liquor  was  sold  the  pri- 
soners also  at  one  dollar  for  each  common  junk  bottle  , 
and  other  articles  proportionately  high,  thus  taking 
advantage  of  those  unfortunate  men  knowing  they 

believed.  “REFUTATION,”  in  glaring  capitals — 
the  opinion  of  a British  agent  in  opposition  to  the 
oath  of  an  American  citizen.  Good  God  ! — of  what 
stuff  is  this  nation  composed.  But  there  is  nothing 
new  in  this — it  is  the  “religion’^  of  some  to  believe 
that  the  British  are  angels.  It  ought  not  to  have  ex- 
cited the  surprize  of  the  writer  of  this  spirited  arti- 
cle (who,  we  think , is  col.  Miller  j — it  has  always 
been  so.  When  capt.  Jess  op  solemnly  swore  that  he 
had  been  flogged  by  order  of  the  British,  many  years 
ago,  and  shewed  his  back  for  the  scars,  a person 
now  in  congress,  then  in  authority,  declared  him 
perjured  (in  fact)  because  a British  officer  said, 
°*lJon  Ids  honor  he  did  not  believe  it  was  sol’  What 
kind  of  proof  shall  we  afford  these  men  ? If  a spi- 
rit were  to  come  from  Abraham’s  bosom,  and  say, 
that  Britain  was  any  thing  else  than  “magnanimous, 
religious  and  humane,”  they  would  deny  it,  See- 
Harrison’s  letter  to  Vincent. 
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had  received  money  from  their  government  when 
about  to  sail,  and  which  they  could  not  spend  for  ne- 
cessaries on  .shore. 

I will  now,  sir,  assure  you  that  so  far  from  misre- 
presentations being  often  made,  the  one  fourth  part 
has  never  been  told. 

It  is  a fact  that  lieut.  George  Gooding  was  made 
prisoner  of  war,  three  days  before  the  declaration 
of  war  was  received  and  still  held  as  such  contrary 
to  the  usage  of  nations. 

It  is  a fact  that  the  same  lieut.  George  Gooding 
was  sent  from  Malden  to  fort  Erie  in  the  schr.  Lady 
Prevost  and  was  excluded  the  cabin  and  forced  down 
the  forecastle  with  the  sailors , where  he  was  obliged 
to  exist  during  the  passage. 

It  is  a fact  that  the  capitulation  of  Detroit  was 
'isolated  in  half  an  hour  a fter  the  articles  were  com- 
pleted. 

It  is  a fact  that  a room  in  major  Muir’s  quarters 
i who  was  commanding  officer  at  Malden  before  the 
war)  was  decorated  with  scalps  which  were  strung 
and  hung  in  festoons  over  the  fire  place. 

It  is  a.  fact  that  American  soldiers  of  the  4th  re- 
giment infantry  were  frequently  invited  and  ever)' 
effort  made  to  induce  them  to  enter  the  English  ser- 
vice, a crime  for  which  your  own  Jaws  condemn  the 
guilty  to  deatli. 

At  your  suggestion  I will  exhibit  depositions  of 
all  these  facts  and  more.  The  scattered  situation  of 
those  capable  of  deposing  thereto  alone  prevents 
them  from  present  publication.  If,  then,  you  would 
ser  xe  your  country , proveto  the  people  of  America, 
that  the  British  government  have  no  participation  in 
the  foul  conduct  represented — nay  furnish  one  in- 
stance of  restitution,  for  injury,  or  displeasure  and 
punishment  of  one  of  her  subjects  for  these  outrages 
upon  humanity,  justice  and  Christianity,  and  you 
will  do  much  "for  the  British  nation. 

I beg  you  to  believe  that  in  making  this  communi- 
cation I retain  for  you  the  highest  personal  respect. 
You  have  appealed  to  the  public  and  thereby  chal- 
lenged facts  which  you  can  be  enabled  to  investigate. 

AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Boston , Dec.  20,  1811. 

Boston,  December  20,  1813. 

I hereby  certify,  that  I was  surrendered  and  made 
prisoner  of  war  to  the  enemy  at  Detroit,  with  the 
detachment  of  the  4th  U.  S.  regiment  infantry,  on 
duty  at  that  place,  and  continued  with  said  detach- 
ment during  their  confinement,  (except  a few  days 
while  sick  at  Kingston.)  That  being  quarter-master- 
sergeant  of  the  above  named  regiment,  and  the  offi- 
cers being  separated  and  confined  to  a small  village, 
five  miles  from  Quebec,  I received  at  that  place  the 
rations  allowed  and  furnished  for  the  prisoners, 
which  consist&l  as  follows  : — JFor  one  day  each 
week,  of  ten  ounces  of  fresh  meat,  and  ten  ounces 
bread  per  man ; for  one  day,  ten  ounces  salt  beef, 
ten  ounces  bread  per  man,  and  four  pounds  flour  for 
each  mess  of  six  men  ; and  for  one  day  more  the 
same  quantity  of  salt  pork  and  bread,  with  one  quart 
of  peas  for  each  mess  of  six  men.  For  the  remaining 
four  days,  we  had  one  quart  of  peas,  one  quart  of 
pat  meal,  one  pound  of  sugar,  and  one  pound  of  rice, 
for  each  mess  of  six  men,  with  the  tea  ounces  of 
bread  per  man,  jand  daily  rations  of  liquor,  though 
short  of  tlie  quantity  allowed  in  the  British  ser- 
vice. The  rations  of  meat  thus  amounted  to  thirty 
ounces  per  man  per  week,  which  is  less  than  four 
and  an  half  ounces  per  day,  and  from  this  scanty 
allowance,  fifty-six  pounds  per  week  was  stopped 
from  the  gross,  for  which  they  agreed  or  promised 
to  give  us  vegetables  to  thicken  our  soup,  but  when 
received,  consisted  of  little  more  than  a few  cabbage 
leaves.  I further  declare,  that  the  bread  we  received 


was  mouldy,  wormy,  and  in  such  small  pieces  as  had 
the  appearance  of  old  and  condemned  bread  ; — the 
meal  so  sour  and  stale  that  this  part  of  the  ration 
could  seldom,  if  ever  be  ate  ; — the  peas  were  so  old 
and  wormy,  that  few  of  them  could  be  ate,  after 
boiling  the  whole  twenty-four  hours,  for  which  they 
were  diawn.  That  our  men  were  much  crowded, 
and  suff  ered  for  want  of  room  and  air — and  that  for 
attempting  to  send  a letter  to  one  of  our  officers, 
with  information  of  our  suffering  situation,  I was 
threatened  with  being  confined  in  irons.  And  I fur- 
ther declare,  that  twenty-three  men  died  on  board 
the  cartel,  during  our  passage  from  Quebec  to  Bos- 
ton, most  of  whom  1 believe  expired  in  consequence 
of  their  close  and  crowded  confinement,  and  want  of 
air  at  Quebec,  and  the  small  quantity  and  miserable 
quality  of  the  provisions  and  other  articles  issued 
them."  WILLIAM  KELLEY, 

Qr.  J)  fr.  Sergt.  4th  lie^t.  TJ.  .S'.  In  fantry. 

Suffolk,  ss. — Boston,  22 d Dec.  1813. — The  above 
named  William  Kelley  personally  appeared,  and 
made  oath,  that  the  above  declaration  and  certificate 
by  him  signed,  is  true — before  me. 

W.  P.  WHITING,  Just.  Pads. 

1 hereby  certify  that  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  rations  we  received  v/h lie  'prisoners  of  war,  at 
Quebec,  was  such  as  described  by  quarter-masier- 
serjeant  Kelley,  and  that  the  description  given  of 
our  situation  and  sufferings  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  equally  true.  SOL.  JOHNSON,  Corporal. 

Boston,  December'  20,  1813. 

Suffolk,  ss. — Boston,  2 2d  Dec.  1813. — The  above 
named  Solomon  Johnson  personally  appeared  and 
made  oath  that  the  above  certificate  by  him  signed, 
is  true — before  me,  W.  P.  WHITING,  Just.  Pads. 

I do  hereby  certify,  that  being  a prisoner  of  war 
to  the  enemy,  with  a detachment  of  the  4th  U.  S. 
regiment  of  infantry,  surrendered  at  Detroit,  and 
confined  at  Quebec  during  the  fall  of  1812,  and  trans- 
ported from  that  place  to  Boston  in  the  ship  Royalist, 
commanded  by  captain  Clark  ; do  depose  and  say — 
That,  while  at  Quebec,  our  rations  were  very  scanty 
in  allowance,  and  unfit  in  quality  for  the  subsistence 
of  a savage.  The  oat-meal  was  so  sour  and  stale,  we 
could  not  possibly  eat  it,  and  upon  offering  it  two 
hogs  on  the  forecastle,  they  actually  refused  to  eat 
it  also.  The  bread  was  so  musty,  rotten  and  old,  we 
could  only  use  it  by  boiling  it  with  the  wretched 
allowance  of  meat,  and  then  made  a practice  of 
skimming  from  ther  surface  the  numberless  quantity 
of  worms,  many  of  which  were  over  three-fourths  of 
an  inch  in  length. 

The  peas  also  were  bad,  as  described  by  quarter- 
master-serjeant  Kelley,  and  after  the  boiling  were 
mostly  thrown  away. 

And  I further  declare,  that  while  on  board  the 
above  named  ship,  a quantity  of  fish  being  caught, 
and  many  of  them  by  John  Brewer,  a soldier  in  the 
regiment — the  same  were  offered  for  sale  at  one  dol- 
lar each,  by  the  carpenter  of  the  ship,  who  told 
captain  Clark  the  prisoners  did  not  like  to  give  so 
much  for  them  ; when  the  reply  of  captain  Clark 
was,  “God  damn  them,  if  they  do  not  choose  to  give 
that,  they  may  go  without ; l can  corn  them  for  the 
use  of  the  ship.”  Finding  1 could  not  obtain  any, 
without  paying  the  price  required,  and  my  health 
being  impaired  by  want  of  provisions,  and  the  infa- 
mous quality  of  the  little  portion  received — tlie 
cravings  of  hunger  and  debility  prevailed,  and  1 
purchased  two  of  captain  Clark’s  cod-fish  of  a mid- 
dling size  and  paid  TIYO  DOLLARS  for  them. 
And  further,  that  I saw  several  others  sold  at>  the 
same  extorted  price.  RICHARD  FILLER UOWN, 
Serjt.  4th  JRegt.  U.  S.  In  fust v. 
Boston,  December  23,  1813. 


316  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  JANUARY  8,  ISH. 


Suffolk,  ss. — Commonwealth  of  Massachuetts, 
Boston , December  24,  1813.— Then  the  above  named 
Richard  Fillebrown  personally  appeared,  and  made 
oath  that  the  affidavit,  by  him  subscribed,  was  true, 
before  me,  WILLIAM  SIMMONS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I hereby  certify  that,  being-  a soldier  of  the  4th 
U.  S.  regiment  of  infantry,  and  a prisoner  of  war  to 
the  enemv,  while  on  a passage  in  the  cartel  ship 
Royalist,  captain  Clark,  from  Quebec  to  Bosto», 
during  a calm,  the  captain  directed  some  lines  and 
bait  to  be  furnished,  with  which  a number  of  fish 
were  caught  from  a boat  astern  of  the  ship,  and  a 
great  part  of  them  by  John  Brewer,  a soldier  and 
fellow  prisoner.  The  fish  were  immediately  taken  in 
charge  by  the  carpenter  of  the  ship,  and  offered  for 
sale,  at  one  dollar  each.  Half  famished  and  ex- 
hausted by  our  scanty  and  wretched  fare  at  Quebec, 

I solicited  one  of  the  fish  at  a less  price,  when  the 
carpenter  replied,  it  was  the  captain’s  orders  and  he 
could  not  sell  them  lower.  I could  not  resist  the 
cravings  of  nature,  and  therefore  paid  one  silver  dollar 
for  one  common  cod-fish. 

JOHN  WH1TELY. 

Boston , December  20,  1813. 

Suffolk,  ss.— -Boston,  22 d December , 1813. — The 
above  named  John  Whitely  personally  appeared  and 
made  oath  that  the  above  certificate  by  him  signed, 
is  true — before  me, 

W.  P.  WHITING,  Just.  Pads. 

MILITARY. 

Under  the  expectation  of  a contemplated  attack 
upon  Norfolk,  a number  of  the  Virginia  militia  are 
ordered  to  march  for  its  defence.  Brig.  gen.  Robert 
B.  Taylor,  who  with  so  great  distinction  has  had  the 
command  at  that  place,  in  a letter  to  the  adjutant- 
general  of  Virginia,  has  requested  leave  to  retire. 

Proctor’s  paters. — Some  of  the  papers  captured 
among  general  Proctor's  baggage  on  the  Thames, 
have  been  published.  They  give  evidence  of  many 
interesting  facts,  and  shall  be  registered. 

The  Niagara  frontier. — It  is  rather  remarkable 
that  we  have  not  yet  received  any  regular  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara 
frontier ; but  it  appears  that  all  we  said  and  all  we 
apprehended  in  our  last,  is  substantially  true.  An 
Albany  paper  says  that  governor  Tompkins  received 
advices  by  an  express  that  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock 
v/ere  destroyed  on  the  30th  ult. — The  United  States 
vessels  lying  at  the  latter  place,  happily  only  four 
small  schooners,  used  as  gun-boats,  were  taken  and 
destroyed.  It  was  supposed  the  enemy  would  cross 
into  Canada  the  next  day.  Though  the  neighboring 
militia  rallied  with  great  spirit,  they  were  generally 
destitute  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  could  offer 
no  effectual  resistance.  As  from  the  many  reports 
that,  prevail  it  is  impossible  to  make  out  a narration 
of  facts,  as  we  have  attempted  to  do,  we  shall  only 
observe,  that  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  from 
fort  Niagara  east  to  Buffalo , west,  both  inclusive, 
and  several  miles  of  the  interior,  has  been  confla- 
grated and  laid  waste.  All  the  United  States’  stores 
have  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  Many  murders 
have  been  committed  ; though  perhaps  not  to  the 
extent  reported,  and  a scene  of  distress  is  exhibited 
unparalleled  in  this  war,  except  in  some  parts  of  the 
Mississippi  territory.  We  may  have  the  particulars 
for  next  week.  Report  pointedly  says  that  the  com- 
mander of  fort  Niagara  was  absent.  Gen.  JlPClure 
has  published  a vindication  of  his  conduct  in  aban- 
doning fort  George  and  burning  Nexvdrk.  T1  ^for- 
mer, from  the  deficiency  of  troops  to  maintain  it, 
v.'oa  evidently  correct,  and  lie  justifies  the  latter,  as 


he  says,  by  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of  war — he 
gave  the  inhabitants  twelve  hours  notice  to  remove 
their  effects.  We  shall  attempt  to  collect  and  ar- 
range all  the  papers  and  facts  of  this  dreadful  bu>- 
sintss  for  record  in  our  next  paper. 

By  letters  received  at  this  office  from  Pittsburg, 
vve  learn  that  major-general  Harrison  left  that  place, 
on  the  1st  inst.  for  Cincinnati,  on  his  way  to  Detroit 
— where,  our  correspondent  adds,  “his  .presence  is 
much  wanted,  as  the  Indians  once  more  begin  to  as- 
sume a hostile  attitude.”  We  shall  rejoice  to  hear 
that  the  winter  lias  passed  away  without  giving  the 
government  cause  to  regret  the  lenity  of  its  conduct 
towards  those  treacherous  savages,  since  their  recent 
subjugation.  A at.  Ini. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  general  Floyd  to  his  excellency, 

govemior  Early,  dated  camp  Mitchell,  12  th  De- 
cember, 1813. 

Sir — I herewith  forward  to  you  the  pipe  of  the 
old  Tallisee*  or  Tame  King  taken  at  the  battle  of 
Autossee.  The  friendly  indians  observe,  that  it  was 
the  pipe  of  the  greatest  man  in  their  nation  and  who 
was  for  many  years  their  king,  but  he  had  grown  old 
and  foolish — had  forsaken  them — that  he  was  now 
dead  and  as  none  of  his  successors  had  acquired 
sufficient  dignity  to  be  entitled  to  it,  requested  that 
I should  send  it  to  my  king,  meaning  your  excellency. 

It  is  valuable  for  its  antiquity  ! This  once  respect- 
ed and  venerable  chief  used  this  pipe  at  the  treaty  of 
Shoulderbonef  and  how  long  before  it  is  unknown. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect  and 
esteem,  your  excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLOYD. 

NAVAL. 

Supplies  to  the  enemy’s  vessels  have  been  so  fre- 
quently furnished  as  to  cease  to  surprise  us.  The 
squadron  off’  Pravincetoim,  (Ms .)  was  lately  furnish- 
ed with  a quantity  of  cattle  by  sqme  persons  disguis- 
ed as  Quakers'.  The  embargo  law  may  remedy  this 
grievance. 

The  Albion  74,  anchored  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  (Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard)  a few  days  ago,  and  is  said  to  h~ve 
lost  3 mariners  and  9 seamen  by  desertion.  The  cap- 
tain threatened  to  destroy  all  the  houses  on  the 
island  if  the  men  were  not  given  up — but  they  had 
been  helped  to  the  main. 

Our  naval  officers  are  not  more  valuable  for  their 
gallantry  in  combatting  the  enemy,  than  in  their  hu- 
manity to  their  own  crews.  Who  ever  heard  of  such 
a cruize  as  the  “ admirable  Porter's  ?"  With  a com- 
plement of  from  550  to  400  men,  he  was  eight  months 
at  sea,  and  lost  only  nine  of  them — three  by  acci- 
dents, one  of  old  age,  and  the  rest  by  diseases  that 
all  persons,  at  sea  or  on  shore,  are  liable  to  ! The 
Congress  also  returned  from  a cruize  of  more  than 
200  days,  witli  every  man  hearty  ! 

We  notice  the  sailing  of  many  stout  privateers 
from  various  ports  of  the  United  States.  The  em- 
bargo will  greatly  increase  this  species  of  the  nation- 
al force.  And  have  also  the  pleasure  to  observe 
there  are  many  valuable  arrivals. 

The  famed  frigate  Constitution,  captain  Stewart, 
went  to  sea  from  Boston  on  the  30th  ult — to  take  the 
third  frigate — we  hope. 

An  English  privateer  brig,  Campbell,  commander, 
sailed  from  Otaheite,  (South  Pacific  Ocean)  in  Aug. 
last,  bound  on  a cruize. 

The  French  privateer  brig  Venus,  returned  to 
Bordeaux,  after  a cruize  of  three  weeks  in  which 
she  captured  sixteen  English  vessels — part  of  which 
were  destroyed.  Two  French  frigates  were  lately 
off’  Madeira. 


^Killed  in  the  battle  of  Autossee. 

■{-The  treaty  of  Shoulder  bone  was  held  in  ’86. 
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The  Embargo  question. 

Statistical  6?  political  view  of  the  vote  on  the  embargo' 

PREPARED  FOR  THE  REGISTER. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fob- Hampshire— A yes,  none. 

Nays  : Cilley,  Vosc,  Wilcox 
Absent : Halt , Smith,  Webster 
Massachusetts.— Ayes  : Hubbard,  Parker 

Nays  : Buylves , Bigelow,  Birgham,  Dewey,  tJj, 
King,  Pickering,  J.  -Iced,  Ruggles,  Tag- 
gart, Wheaton 

Absent : Bradbury,  Davis,  W.  Reed,  Richardson, 
Ward,  Wilson,  Wood 
Connecticut.— Ayes,  none. 

Nays : Champion,  Dav&nport,  Law,  Moseley,  Pet- 
kin,  Sturgcs,  Talltnadge 
Rhode- Island.—  \ yes,  none. 

Nay : Jackson 
Absent : Potter 

Vermont . — Ayes:  Bradley,  Butler,  Fisk,  Rich,  Skin- 
ner, Strong 

Nays:  None.  • „ , 

yen-fork.— Aves:  Avery,  Comstock,  Denoyelles,  Fisk, 
Lefferts,  Sage,  Taylor 

Navs:  Boyd,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Kent,  Lovett, 
Miller,  Mojffit,  Markell,  Oakley,  Post, 
Shiphcrtl , Smith,  Thompson , Winter 
Absent : Ilasbrouck,  Hopkins , Howell,  Sherwood, 
Williams,  ( vice  Bowers  who  sat  last  ses- 
sion)—one  seat  vacant 
Nexv-Jersey. — Ayes : Condit,  Ward 

Nays:  Cox,  Hufty,  Schureman,  Stockton 
Pennsylvania.— Ayes:  Anderson,  Bard,  Brown, 

Crouch  ( vice  Gloninger)  Conrad,  Craw- 
ford, Finley,  Glasgow,  Gridin,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Lyle,  Piper,  Rea,  Roberts,  Sey- 
bert.  Smith,  Tannehill,  Udree,  (vice 
Hyneman)  Whitehill,  Wilson 
"Nays,  none. 

Absent:  Davis,  Ingersoll 
Delaivare.— Aves,  none. 

Nay:  Cooper 
Absent : Ridgley 

Maryland.— Ayes,  Archer,  Kent,  M'Kim,  Moore, 
Wright 

Navs : Hanson,  Stuart 
Absent : Goldsborongh,  Ringgold 
Virginia.— Ayes : Burwell,  Ciopton,  Dawson,  Eppes, 
Gholson,  Good  wy  n,  Kerr,  M‘Coy,  Nelson, 
Newton 

Nays:  Capcrton,  Hungerford,  Letvis,  Slicjfey, 
White 

Absent : Bayly,  Brcckenridgc,  Hawes,  Jackson, 
Johnson,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Smith 
North-Car olina.— Ay es:  Alston,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Kennedy,  King,  Macon,  Murfree,  Pick- 
ens, Yancey 

Nays : Culpepper,  Gaston,  Pearson,  Stanford 
SouthrCarolina. — Ayes : Calhoun,  Chappell,  Farrow, 
Gotmlin,  Kenshaw 
Nays : Clwves,  Lowndes 
Absent : Earle,  Evans 
Georgia.— Ayes:  Barnett,  Hall,  Troup 
Nays,  none 

Absent : Forsyth,  Telfair  (the  seat  of  Mr.  Bibb, 
now  a senator,  vacant) 

Kentucky.— Ayes  : Desha,  Ormsby,  Sharp 
Nays  : Duval,  M Kee,  Montgomery 
Absent : Clarke,  Hopkins,  Johnson  (Clay,  speaker, 
did  not  vote) 

Tennessee.— Ayes : Bowen,  Grimdy,  Harris,  Hum- 
phreys, Rhea,  Sevier 
Nays,  none. 

Ohio.— Ayes  : Alexander,  Beall,  Caldwell,  Creighton, 
M‘Lean 
Nays,  none. 

Absent : Kilbourne 
Louisiana.— Aye : Robertson 
Nays,  none. 


Ab- 

sent 


to  > 


RECAPITULATION. 
“Republicans”  in  favor  of  the  embargo 
“Federalist” 

“Federalists”  against  the  embargo 
“Republicans” 

Majority 
“Rt^mblicans”  absent 
Seats  vacant  will  be  filled  by  republicans 
“Federalists”  absent 

Majority  of  republicans  absent 

Whole  number  of  members 


84 

1 

85 

49 

8 

57 

22 

2 

28 

24 

16 

8 

it 

Ab- 

sent' 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

c" 

■■j 

a 

— 

f. 

4 

Neiv- Hampshire.— Ayes,  none. 

Nays : Gilman,  Mason 
Massachusetts. — Aye : Varnum 

1 

2 

Nay:  Gore 

Rhode-Islund.—Yez : Howell 

1 

1 

Nay : Hunter 
Connecticut.— Ayes,  none. 
Nays : Daggett,  Dana 

\ 

! 2 

! 

2 

Vermont.— Ayes : Chase,  Robinson 
New-Tork.— Ayes,  none. 

Nays : German,  King 
New-Jeney. — Ayes,  none. 

2 

Nay  : Lambert 
Absent:  Condit 

Pennsylvania. — Ayes:  Lacoek,  Leib 
Delaware.— Ay  es,  none. 

L 

1 

1 

Nays:  Horsey,  Wells 
Maryland,— Aye : Smith 

1 

2 

Nay : Goldsborough 
Virginia.— Ayes : Brent,  Giles 

2 

1 

North-Car  olina.— Ayes : Stone,  Turner 

2 

Sduth-Car olina.— Ayes:  Gaillard,  Taylor 
Georgia. — Ayes:  Bibb,  Tait 

2 

2 

Kentucky.— Aye  : Bledsoe 

1 

Absent : Bibb 

1 

Tennessee.— Ayes : Anderson,  Campbell 

2 

Ohio.— Ayes:  Morrow,  Worthington 
Louisiana,— Ayes,  none. 

2 

Nays : Brown,  Fromentin 

2 

“Federal”  members  distinguished  by  italics. 

RECAPITULATION. 

“ Republican ” members  in  favor  of  the  embargo  20 

Ditto  ditto  against  do.  5 

“ Federal ” members  against  the  embargo  9 14 


Majority  6 

Absent— 2 republicans. 


Independence. 

We  observed,  some  time  ago,  that  a person  could 
hardly  open  a news-paper  without  seeing  some  neiv 
manu fac luring  establishment  annowiced,  or  some  new 
home  made  commodity  offered  for  sale.  All  the  follow- 
ing, being  separate  advertisements , are  inserted  in 
the  Neiv-York  Gazette  of  the  26th  Nov. — a paper 
taken  up  by  chanc:*,  without  choice  or  selection, 
or  the  most  distant  knowledge  of  what  the  result  of 
an  examination  might  be.  The  reader  will  observe, 
that  every  thing  noticed  may  be  cwnsidered  as  neiv 
commodities  at  J\'eiv-York. 

1.  JYotice  is  given  that  application  will  be  made  to 
the  legislature  to  incorporate  “The  J\'ezu -York Patent 
Oil  Company ,”  with  a capital  of  $ 100,000,  not  to  be 
employed  in  any  other  business  but  that  of  pressing 

and  straining  oils. 2,  The  “ Commission  Company ’* 

give  notice,  that  they  will  apply  to  the  legislature 
for  an  alteration  of  the  “act  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures,”  so  that  the  capital  may  be 
increased  to  $1,400,000,  and  for  other  purposes. 
3.  A person  who  understands  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  an  iron  furnace,  is  wanted. 5.  A quantity 

of  cider  spirits,  for  sale. 6.  Ditto. 7.  71  bbls. 

country  gin. 8.  Counterpanes,  an  assortment. 

9.  “More”  whiskey. 10.  Twenty-five  cases  of 

ginghams,  shirtings,  & c.  125  doz.  yam  stockings, 
50  boxes  cotton  cards. 11.  200  casks  gun-pow- 
der.  12.  Twenty-four  cases  cotton  and  woollen 

goods,  cloths,  ginghams,  chambrays,  shirtings, 

threads,  See. 13. 500  pair  of  skates. 14.  Cloths, 

superfine  and  seconds,  an  assortment. 15.  The 

“ Aew-York  Coal  Company ,”  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
ing mines  of  coal  and  other  minerals,  give  notice 
that  they  shall  apply  for  a charter,  with  a capital  of 

$2,000,000. 16.  Whiskey  for  sale. — —17.  Cider 

Brandy. 18.  Merino  wool,  card  wire,  8tc. 

19.  Country  gin. 20.  “More”  whiskey. 21. 

Ditto. 22.  Utica  crown  glass,  8 by  10  and  10  by 

12. 23.  Four  cases  superfine  broad  cloths. 

24.  200  casks  gun-powder. — *-25.  “More”  cider 
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brandy. 26.  Ditto. 27.  Ditto. 28.  Gin,  a 

constant  supply,  for  wholesale 29.  Twenty- two 

Merino  sheep  at  auction. 30.  A quantity  of  print- 
ing paper  at  do. 31  Fifty-five  Merinoes,  full 

blooded,  and  12  three-fourths  ditto,  at  ditto. 

32.  “More”  cider  brandy.— — 33.  Sattinetts,  coat- 
ings, negro  cloths,  with  large  supplies  of  woollen 

and  cotton  goods 34.  Twenty-two  boxes  cotton 

cards. 35.  “More”  cider  brandy. 36.  Twenty 

boxes  American  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  for  sale 
by  the  box.  Also  a large  assortment  of  piece  goods. 
37.  “More”  cider  brandy. 38.  Kentucky  salt- 
petre.  39.  “More”  gin.  Portable  desks  and  co- 
pying machines. 40.  One  hundred  hhds.  Kentucky 

molasses. 41.  22  hhds.  Jersey  rum,  1st  quality. 

42.  “More”  whiskey. 43.  Cotton  cards,  by 

wholesale. 44.  “More”  rum. 45.  150  reels 

Kentucky  yarn. — 173  coils  cordage — gin  and  whis- 
key and  cotton  duck. 46.  Whiskey  and  gin. 

47.  Two  Merino  Bucks. 48.  “More”  gin. 

49.  Window  glass  all  sizes. 50.  Ditto  from  Utica. 

— ^-51  “More”  whiskey. 52.  Cordage,  spun- 

yarn  and  Kentucky  hemp. 53.  Gun-powder. 

54.  Whiskey. 55.  “More”  ditto., 56.  A furnace 

for  sale,  with  5000  acres  of  land. 57.  A distillery 

'for  do. 58.  Cordials,  by  the  quantity.— — 59.  At 

the  slats  prison  ware-house — all  sorts  of  brushes, 

nails,  bellows,  shoes,  malts,  &c.  &c. 60.  By  the 

New-York  Hardware  Manufactory,  skates,  locks  and 
hinges,  bolts,  latches,  iron  squares,  sash  pullies, 
sash  weights  improved,  glue  pots,  files,  nails,  trunk 
locks,  handles  and  squares  and  all  other  articles  for 
builders,  improved  andirons  with  t rev  its,  do  chafing 
dishes,  do.  grid-irons  and  pye  pans,  cradie  spits, 
steak  tongs,  frying  pans  tinned  inside,  fire  irons, 
griddles,  &c.  &c.  he.  a handsome  assortment  of  cutlery 
goods. — J\'.  B.  Articles  for  machinery  to  pattern : also, 

black  smith’s  patent  forge  backs. 61.  Umbrellas 

and  parasols. 62.  Artificial  flowers,  garlands, 

plumes,  See, 63.  A general  assortment  of  cotton 

and  woollen  goods. 64.  Ditto — “with  a constant 

supply  of  American  duck  equal  to  the  Russian.” 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

. , Monday , December  20,  1813. — Mr.  Bledsoe  sub- 
mittee  a resolution  to  instruct  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  to  enquire  as  to  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  by  law  for  the  alteration  and  im- 
provement of  the  medical  staff  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  Tire  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Worthington,  after  some  pointed  remarks, 
showing  the  importance  of  the  object  as  exemplified 
in  the  successes  of  the  navy — submitted  a resolution, 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
blank  number  of  additional  military  schools,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. — 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Thursday,  December  24. — Mr.  Dana,  according  to 
leave  granted,  submitted  a bill  concerning  evidence 
in  case  of  naturalization,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  December  29. — Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the 
naval  committee,  reported  certain  resolutions  com- 
plimentary to  captain  Perry  and  his  officers  and  men, 
for  the  victory  on  Erie,  See. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday , December  31. — After  some  business,  not 
necessary  at  this  time  to  notice,  Mr.  Bradley,  after 
a few  remarks,  submitted  the  following  resolution — 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house 
any  information  in  his  possession  no,t  improper  to  be 


communicated,  which  may  tend  to  illustrate  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
on  the  northern  frontier. 

Mr.  Troup  thought  the  enquiry  inexpedient  at  this 
time ; but  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  ayes  and 
nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alsttm,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Bay lies,  (of  Mass.)  Bayiy,  (of  Virg.)  Beall,  Bigelow,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Capei  ton,  Calilwelt, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conrad,  Cox,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton.  Crouch,  Culpepper,  Davenport.  Davis,  (of  Mass.) 
Davis,  (of  Penn.)  Denoyelles,  Dtsha,  Dewey,  Duvall.  Ely,  Eppes, 
Fisk, (of  Ver.)  Fisk,  (of  N.  Y.)  Forney.  Forsythe,  Franklin',  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Glasgow,  Gourbin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris, 
Ha'bronck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Unity,  Humphreys,  Hungcrford, 
Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Johnson,  (of  Virg.)  Kennedy,  Kent,  (of  N.  C.) 
Kent,  (of  Md.)  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King,  (of  Mass.)  King,  (of 
N.  C.)  Law,  Lefl’erts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Coy 
M‘Kee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mostly,  Murfree, 
Markell,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, Pick- 
ens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rea,  (of  Pen.)  Rhea, 
(of  Ten.)  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sage,  Sc  Ini  reman,  Sevbert,  Sharp,  Sbeftey,  Sherwood,  Sliiplu-rd, 
Skinner,  Smith,  (of  N.  Y.)  Smith,  (of  Penn.)  Smith,  (of  Virg.) 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stuvges,  Taggart,  lallmadge, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udrce,  Vose,  Ward,(ol  Mass.)  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  (of.  Mass.)  Wilson,  (of  Penn.) 
Winter,  Wood,  Yancey.— 137. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bard,  Bowen,  Chappell,  Gholson,  Grosvenor, 
Hanson,  Oakely,  Potter,  Sevier,  Troup,  Ward,  (of  N.  J.)  Whitehall, 
Wright.— 13. 

The  house  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  January  3. — Mr.  Webster  called  up  for 
consideration  Mr.  Munroe's  report  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  on  certain  resolutions  submit- 
ted at  the  last  session.  (See  Weekly  Register,  vol. 
IV,  pages  2 57,  318,  i>29.)  His  motion  was  agreed  to; 
though  a disposition  was  manifested  not  to  suffer 
the  talks  that  may  be  expected  on  this  matter  to 
interfere  with  the  weightier  concerns  of  the  nation. 
The  time  fixed  was  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  of  N.  C.  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,  on  the  proposition 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as 
to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  electing  electors 
of  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pickens  in  a speech  of  considerable  length, 
supported  his  motion. 

Mr.  Findley  spoke  for  a few  minutes  in  opposition 
to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Gaston  decidedly  supported  them  in  a speech 
of  about  half  an  hour.  * 

When  the  committee  rose  without  coming  to  a 
decision  on  the  proposition,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again — and 

The  house  adjourned. 

CCf’A  great  deal  of  speaking  may  be  expected  in 
the  present  session.  Hanson’s  resolutions,  with  JVeb- 
ster’s  call,  and  Bradley’s  enquiry,  may  employ  seve- 
ral weeks. 

Tuesday , Jan.  4. — Mr.  Lefferts  "presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  associates,  praying  the  incor- 
poration of  a national  bank,  with  a capital  of  thirty 
millions,  at  such  place  as  the  president  and  directors 
may  determine,  or  shall  be  designated  in  the  act  of 
incorporation — offering,  among  other  inducements 
to  granting  a charter,  to  loan  to  the  government 
any  amount  not  exceeding  one  half  of  its  capital. — 
The  petition  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  L.  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  by  vote  of  57  to 
54,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  some  who  desired 
to  refer  it  to  a select  committee.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
ayes  70. 

Mr.  Lowmles,  from  the  naval  committee  intro- 
duced some  resolutions  complimentary  to  the  me- 
mory of  capt.  Lawrence,  which  were  followed  up  by 
other  resolutions  from  the  senate,  like  honorable  to 
the  living  heroes  Derry, Elliott, he.  which'were  unani- 
mous ty  agreedto.  Details  hereafter. 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— P0STCR1ET. 


Mr.  Pickins  proposed  amendments  to  the  consti-j 
ttitiori  of  the  United  States  (see  page  297)  were  dis- 
agreed to  in  committee  of  the  whole— for  the  resolve, 
57,  against  it  70. 

Wednesday , Jan.  5. — Mr.  Kilbourn  submitted 
resolution  having  for  its  object  the  protection  of  the 
^ W.  frontier,  by  donations  of  lands  to  actual  set- 
tlers— referred  to  the  military  committee. 

A bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  1814,  was  passed— 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  Mr.  Pickens’  resolution,  and  agreed 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  them  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a resolution  to  require  the 
attendance  of  the  attorney- general  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  sittings 
of  eongress. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  7th  section  of  the  act  to  lay 
and  collect  a direct  tax  [allowing  a little  further 
time  to  the  states  to  assume  the  payment]  was  after 
some  remarks  thereon,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading.  [This  amendment  was  proposed  be- 
cause the  legislatures  of  some  of  the  states  had  not 
had  opportunity  to  act  upon  it.] 


POSTCR1PT. 

The  important  matter  inserted  below,  received 
when  this  sheet  was  nearly  prepared  for  the  press, 
has  driven  out  several  articles. 

Washington,  January  7. 

From  Britain. — The  following  highly  important 
message  and  documents  were  on  yesterday  trans- 
mitted by  the  pi'esident  of  the  United  States  to  both 
houses  of  congress. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  congress  assembled. 

T transmit  for  the  information  of  congress  copies 
of  a letter  from  the  British  secretary  of  state  for  fo- 
reign affairs  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  an- 
swer of  the  latter. 

In  appreciating  the  accepted  proposal  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  for  instituting  negocia- 
tions  for  peace,  congress  will  not  fail  to  keep  in 
mind  that  vigorous  preparations  for  carrying  on  the 
war  can  in  no  respect  impede  the  progress  to  a fa- 
vorable result,  whilst  a relaxation  of  such  prepara- 
tions, should  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  for  a 
speedy  restoration  of  the  blessings  of  peace  be  dis- 
appointed, would  necessarily  have  the  most,  injuri- 
ous consequences.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Lord  Casllereagh  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Foreign  offiee,  November  4,  1813. 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  for  the 
information  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  a 
copy  of  a note  which  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ambas- 
sador at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg  was  directed  to 
present  to  the  Russian  government,  as  soon  as  his 
royal  highness,  the  prince  regent,  was  informed  that 
plenipotentiaries  had  been  nominated  on  the  part  of 
the  American  government  for  the  purpose  of  nego- 
ciating  for  peace  with  Great-Britain  under  the  me- 
diation of  his  imperial  majesty. 

His  lordship  having  by  the  last  courier  from  the 
imperial  head-quarters,  acquainted  me  that  the 
American  commissioners  now  at  St  Petersburg  have 
intimated,  in  reply  to  this  overture,  that  they  had  no 
objection  to  a negotiation  at  London,  and  were 
equally  desirous,  as  the  British  government  had  de- 
clared itself  to  be,  that  this  business  should  not  be 
mixed  with  the  affairs  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
but  that  their  powers  were  limited  to  negociate 
under  the  mediation  of  Russia. 

Under  these  circumstances/  and  in  order" to  avoid 
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] an  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  calamities  of  war, 
the  prince  regent  commands  me  to  transmit,  by  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  the  American  port  nearest  to  the 
seat  of  government,  the  official  note  above  mention- 
ed, in  order  that  the  president,  if  he  should  feel  dis- 
posed to  enter  upon  a direct  negociation  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  between  the  two  states,  may 
give  his  directions  accordingly. 

In  making  this  communication,  I can  assure  you 
that  the  British  government  is  willing  to  enter  into 
discussion  with  the  government  of  America  for  the 
conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  states,  with  an  earnest  desire  on 
their  part  to  bring  them  to  a favorable  issue,  upon 
principles  of  a perfect  reciprocity  not  inconsistent 
with  the  established  maxims  of  public  law,  and  with 
the  maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire. 

The  admiral  commanding  the  British  squadron 
on  the  American  station  will  be  directed  to  give  the 
necessary  protection  to  any  persons  proceeding  to 
Europe/on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  furtherance  of  this  overture;  or  should  the 
American  government  have  occasion  to  forward  or- 
ders to  their  commissioners  at  St.  Petersburg,  to 
g’ive  the  requisite  facilities,  by  cartel  or  otherwise, 
to  the  transmission  of  the  same. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consider- 
ation, sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH, 

[enclosure  alludeI)  to  above.] 
Translation  of  a note  from  lord  Cat  hearty  to  the  count 

de  Nesselrode , dated 

Toi.litz,  1st  September,  1813; 

The  undersigned  ambassador  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty to  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  desiring  to 
avail  himself  of  the  first  occasion  to  renew  the  sub- 
ject respecting  America,  which  was  brought  into 
discussion  in  a conference  at  the  moment  of  depar- 
ture from  Reichenbach,  has  the  honor  to  address  this 
note  to  his  excellency  the  count  de  Nesselrode. 

Although  the  prince  regent,  for  reasons  which 
have  already  been  made  known,  has  not  found  him- 
self in  a situation  to  accept  the  mediation  of  his 
Imperial  majesty,  for  terminating  the  discussions 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  his  royal  high- 
ness desires,  nevertheless,  to  give  effect  to  the  bene- 
ficient  wishes  which  his  imperial  majesty  has  ex- 
pressed of  seeing  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  soon  terminated,  to  the  mutual  satisfaction 
of  the  two  governments. 

With  this  view,  his  royal  highness  having  learned 
that  the  envoys  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
for  negociating  a peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the 
mediation  of  his  imperial  majesty,  have  arrived  in 
Russia,  notwithstanding  that  he  finds  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  not  accepting  the  mediation  of  any 
friendly  power  in  the  question  which  forms  the  prin- 
cipal object  in  dispute  between  the  two  states,  he  is 
nevertheless  ready  to  nominate  plenipotentiaries  to 
treat  directly  with  the  American  plenipotentiaries. 

His  royal  highness  sincerely  wishes  that  the  con- 
ferences of  these  plenipotentiaries  may  result  in  re- 
establishing, between  the  two  nations,  the  blessings 
and  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  peace. 

If,  through  the  good  offices  of  his  imperial  majes- 
ty, this  proposition  should  be  accepted,  the  prince 
regent  would  prefer  that  the  conferences  should  be 
held  at  London,  on  account  of  the  facilities  which  it 
would  give  to  the  discussions. 

But  if  this  choice  should  meet  with  insuperable 
obstacles,  his  royal  highness  would  consent  to  sub- 
stitute Gottenburg  as  the  place  nearest  to  England. 

The  undersigned,  &c 

(Signed)  CATHCART. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  LORD  C ASTLERKAGH. 

Department  of  State , January  1814. 

My  lord— 1 have  had  the  honor  to  receive  by  a 
Sag  ol  truce  your  lordship’s  letter  of  the  4th  of 
November  last,  and  a copy  of  a note  which  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  ambassador  at  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg presented  to  the  Russian  government  on 
the  first  of  September  preceding. 

Bv  this  communication  it  appears  that  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent  rejected  the  mediation 
offered  by  his  imperial  majesty  to  promote  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  but 
proposed  to  treat  directly  with  the  United  States  at 
Gcttenburg  or  London,  and  that  he  had  requested 
the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of  the  emperor 
in  favor  of  such  an  arrangement. 

Having  laid  your  lordship’s  communication  before 
the  president,  I am  instructed  to  state,  for  the  in- 
formation of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
that  the  president  has  seen  with  regret  this  new  ob- 
stacle to  the  commencement  of  a negotiation  for  the 
accommodation  of  differences  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  As  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia was  distinguished  for  his  rectitude  and  impar- 
tiality, and  was  moreover  engaged  in  a war,  as  an 
ally  of  England,  whereby  it  was  in  his  interest  to 
promote  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  the  president  could  not  doubt  that  his  roy- 
al highness  the  prince  regent  would  accept  the  me- 
diation, which  his  imperial  majesty  had  offered  to 
them.  It  was  the  confidence  with  which  the  high 
character  of  the  emperor  inspired  the  president,  that 
induced  him,  disregarding  considerations,  which  a 
more  cautious  policy  might  have  suggested,  to  ac- 
cept the  overture  with  promptitude,  and  to  send 
ministers  to  St.  Petersburg,  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
It  would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  the  president, 
if  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  had  found  it 
compatible  with  the  views  of  Great  Britain,  to  adopt 
a similar  measure,  as  much  delay  might  have  been 
avoided,  in  accomplishing  an  object,  which,  it  is 
admitted,  is  of  high  importance  to  both  nations. 

The  course  proposed  as  a substitute  for  negocia- 
tion  at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  could  not,  I must  remark  to  your 
lordship,  have  been  required  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  United  States  unconnected  against  Great 
Britain,  with  any  affairs  of  the  continent.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  proposed  mediation  tending  to 
such  a result. — The  terms  of  the  overture  indicated 
the  contrary.  In  offering  to  bring  the  parties  toge- 
ther, not  as  an  umpire,  but  as  a common  friend,  to 
discuss  and  settle  their  differences  and  respective 
claims,  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  themselves.  His 
imperial  majesty  shewed  the  interest  which  he  took 
in  the  welfare  of  both  parties. 

Wherever  the  United  States  may  treat,  they  will 
treat  with  the  sincere  desire  they  have  repeatedly 
manifested,  of  terminating  the  present  contest  with 
Great  Britain  on  conditions  of  reciprocity  consistent 
with  the  rights  of  both  parties,  as  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent nations,  and  calculated  not  only  to  estab- 
lish present  harmony,  but  to  provide,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, against  future  collisions  which  might  inter- 
rupt it. 

Before  giving  an  answer  to  the  proposition  commu- 
nicated by  your  lordship,  to  treat  with  the  United 
States  independently  of  the  Russian  mediation,  it 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  president  to  have 
heard  from  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States, 
sent  to  St.  Petersburg.  The  offey  of  a mediation  by 
one  power,  and  the  acceptance  of  it  by  another,  forms 
a relation  between  them,  the  delicacy  ofs  which  can- 
not hut  be  felt.  From. the  known  character  however 
of  the  emperor,  and  the  benevolent  views  with  which' 


his  mediation  was  offered,  the  president  cannot  donb- 
that  he  will  see  with  satisfaction  a concurrence  of  the 
United  States,  in  an  alternative,  which,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  affords  the  best  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing speedily  what  was  the  object  of  his  interposition 
I am  accordingly  instructed  to  make  known  to  your 
lordship,  for  the  information  ofhisroval  highness 
the  prince  regent,  that  the  president  accedes  to  his 
proposition,  and  will  take  the  measures  depending 
on  him  for  carrying  it  into  effect  at  Gottenburg,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  ; it  being  presumed,  that 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  the  friend  of  both 
parties,  will  readily  acquiesce  in  the  choice  of  a 
place  for  their  pacific  negotiations,  within  his  domi- 
nions. 

The  president  is  duly  sensible  of  the  attention  of 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  in  giving  the 
orders  to  the  admiral  commanding  the  British 
squadron  on  this  coast,  which  your  lordship  has  com- 
municated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Congress — On  Thursday,  Mr.  Jackson  of  Va.  pro- 
posed certain  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  so  that  a duty  may  be  laid  on  exports. 

Air.  Mur  fee  offered  a resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a lieutenant  general — it  lies  over  for  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  Sharp  introduced  some  resolutions  respecting 
the  nature  of  the  service  of  the  militia,  with  a view 
to  direct  that  a prosecution  be  instituted  against  the 
governor  of  Vermont.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pickens’  motions  were  taken  up  ; but  post- 
poned on  the  receipt  of  the  president’s  message, 
inserted  above. 


(£/The  Neptune  is  stated  to  have  arrived  at  New- 
York  with  Mr.  Gallatin  on  board. 

It  is  said  one  of  our  vessels  of  war  is  ordered  to 
be  fitted  out  at  JVeio  York  to  proceed  as  a flag  with 
despatches. 

A letter  received  in  Washington  city  from  Wash- 
ington, M.  T.  of  date  Dec.  14,  says — '‘Information 
was  received  last  evening,  that  a British  force  of 
2000  troops  had  arrived  at  Pensacola,  and  that  a 
British  squadron  had  swept  all  the  American  pro- 
perty afloat  on  the  coast  between  Orleans  and  Pensa- 
cola!” 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

An  election  has  been  held  in  the  city  of  Xew-YorTc, 
for  a representative  in  congress,  in  the  place  of  Eg- 
bert Benson,  esq.  (fed  ) resigned.  William  Irving 
esq.  (rep.)  has  been  elected  by  a majority  of  377 
votes.  His  opponent  was  Peter  A.  Jay,  esq. 

The  British  “official”  letters  sustain  the  facts 
"briefly  given  in  our  last  of  the  defeat  of  the  French, 
in  Germany.  The  details  are  of  great  length.  They 
make  the  whole  French  loss  to  be  82,000  men  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners.  Another  account  says  that 
the  emperor  with  the  remnant  of  his  force,  had  re- 
treated across  the  Rhine  ; his  German  allies  appeal* 
generally  to  have  deserted  him.  The  Russians  have 
entered  Cassel,  the  capital  of  Westphalia  ; the  king 
made  his  escape.  From  the  whole  it  appears  that 
Bonaparte  has  been  fully  defeated — We  have  yet, 
however,  but  one  side  of  the  story. 

Richardson  and  Bailhache  propose  to  publish  a 
newspaper,  in  English  and  French,  at  the  town  of 
Detroit , under  the  title  of  “The  Republic.”  To 
t:\e\r  prospectus  is  added  a spirited  address  “to  tlif> 
people  of  Canada” 
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Public  Lands. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office, 
December  30th,  18i  3. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a re- 
port respecting  the  public  lands  of  the  U.  States,  and 
am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

EDWARD  TIFFIN. 
The  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  Slates. 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office, 
December  30tli*  1813. 

Sir — Although  the  law  establishing  the  general 
land  office  does  not  require  the  commissioner  to 
make  an  annual  report  of  the  state  of  that  part  of 
the  public  concerts  confided  to  his  care,  yet  as  there 
has  been  a considerable  accession  of  new  members 
to  the  national  legislature,  I have  thought  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  have  a c imprehensive  view  of  the 
extent  and  situation  of  t’12  public  lands,  that  such 
legislative  provisions  as  are  required  may  be  the 
more  readily  perceived. 

A report  made  to  the  senate  on  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1812,  by  the  chairman  of  a committee  charg- 
ed witii  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  public  lands, 
together  with  the  accompanying  documents  from  the 
honorable  the  secretary  of  the  treasury",  afforded  the 
most  ample  information  which  the  nature  of  sucJi 
inquiry  could  at  that  time  furnish,  and  has  much 
abridged  the  labor  that  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary  in  preparing  this  memoir. 

It  appears  from  public  documents  in  this  depart- 
ment, that  the  United  States,  after  deducting  all  that 
has  been  sold,  and  leaving  a sufficiency  to  satisfy 
everv  lawful  claim,  will  possess  a national  domain  of 
at  least  four  hundred  million  acres  of  land,  embra 
cing  a variety  of  soil  and  climate  capable  of  fur- 
nishing ail  that  is  necessary  for  supplying  the  wants 
and  affording  most  of  the  luxuries  of  life  to  man, 
and  which,  if  properly  managed,  will  secure  auxilia- 
ry aids  to  the  government  for  ages  yet  to  come. 

This  four  hundred  million  of  acres  are  situated  as 
follows  : 


Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti 
tie  has  not  been  extinguish- 
ed 


23,200,000 


Total  number  of  acres  in  Indiana  and  Illi 
nois 

In  the  territory  of  lake  Michi- 
gan and  nor  th  of  said  paral- 
lel of  latitude. 

Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  been  extinguished  5,500,000 

Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  not  been  extinguish- 


56,200,000 


ed 


54,500,000 


Total  number  of  acres  west  of  Michigan  60,000,000 
In  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  been  extinguished  5,900,000 
Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  not  been  extinguish- 
ed 49,100,000 


Total  number  of  acres  in  the  Mississippi  55,000*000 
In  the  cession  made  by  the 
French  government  the  30th 
of  April,  1803,  and  includ- 
ing the  terrritory  of  Mis- 
souri, the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  the  lands  east  of 
the  river  Mississippi  and 
island  of  New-Orleans  as 
far  as  the  river  Perdido,  at 
least 


In  the  slate  of  Ohio. 

Lai.  Is  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  neen  extinguished  6,725,000 
Lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  not  been  extinguished  5,575,000 

Total  number  of  acres  of  land  in  Ohio.  12,300,000 
In  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle lias  been  extinguished  5,100,000 
Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  list  bpen  extinguish- 
ed 11,400,000 


Total  number  of  acres  of  land  in  Michi- 
gan 16,500,000 

In  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  south  of  paral- 
lel of  latitude  passing  by  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  lake  Michigan. 

Lands  to  which  the  Indian  ti- 
tle has  been  extinguished  33,000,000 
Vox,.  V. 


Grand  total  number  of  acres 
In 


200,000*000 

400,000,000 


the  last  described  portion  of  territory,  it  has 
not  yet  been  correctly  ascertained  what  proportion  of 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  but,  prior  to 
the  period  when  the  United  States  became  possessed 
of  the  country,  a considerable  quantity  had  been 
ceded  by  the  Indians,  and  since  that  period  cessioiis 
have  been  obtained  of  the  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Osages, 
which,  with  the  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  the  inha- 
bitants, are  supposed  to  amount  to  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  million  of  acres. 

This  delightful  region,  embracing  a surface  of 
two  hundred  million  of  acres,  has  heretofore  been 
least  known  ; but  our  very  intelligent  principal  sur- 
veyor south  of  Tennessee,  who,  under  instructions 
from  this  department,  has  been  running  township 
lines  to  ascertain  its  character  and  value,  gives  the 
most  flattering  account  of  it,  and  from  whose  infor- 
mation we  may  safely  infer  that  at  no  very  distant 
period,  the  United  States  will  not  only  be  able  to 
procure,  within  its  own  boundaries,  a sufficiency  of 
sugar,  rum,  (perhaps  coffee)  molasses,  and  most  of 
the  tropical  fruits  for  their  own  consumption,  but  be 
able  to  spare  some  for  exportation.  Within  a year 
last  past,  there  has  been  discovered  tracts  of  coun- 
try equal  to  many  of  the  West-India  Islands,  for 
quantity  of  soil  not  only  fit  for,  but  of  the  kind  best 
adapted  to  produce  those  precious  articles.  Ex- 
tracts from  some  of  the  communications  of  the  sur- 
veyor, will  best  explain  the  situation  of  the  lands 
ere.  In  a letter  dated  the  21st  of  January,  1813 
V • ' ■ 
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he  writes,  “I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to 
you  two  rough  sketches  of  the  north  and  south  east 
district  of  Louisiana,  that  you  may  more  distinctly 
perceive  the  Character  of  the  country.  Contrary  to 
our  expectations  or  hope,  we  are  informed  that  there 
is  a large  body  of  high  primitive  soil,  extremely 
rich  and  valuable,  situated  south  west  of  Orleans, 
about  twenty  miles  distant,  and  from  twenty  to  fifty 
miles  in  extent,  on  which  a flock  of  some  hundreds 
of  buffidoe  range,  and  have  remained  for  many  years 
past  living  on  the  high  cane  lands  during  the  season 
of  inundations,  and  ranging  through  the  salt  marshes 
during  the  season  of  low  water.  This  information 
is  obtained  by  one  of  our  deputies,  and  I presume 
may  be  relied  on  ; if  so,  it  will  at  once  become  the 
most  valuable  and  saleable  tract  of  land  in  this 
country,  it  being  in  the  best  position  for  the  growth 
of  sugar  cane.” 

In  another  dated  September  3,  1813,  be  writes, 
“My  principal  deputy  for  the  south  eastern  district 
of  Louisiana  has  beerf  employed  for  some  time  past 
in  extending,  township  lines  through  and  exploring 
the  southern  portion  of  his  district.  He  represents, 
that  there  are  a number  of  islands  on  the  coast,  j 
some  of  them  of  considerable  size,  and  good  soil ; 
he  found  a body  of  high  rich  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  ocean,  extending  along  the  bayous  run- 
ning into  the  bays.” 

Our  surveyors  have  made  some  progress  in  sur- 
veying tracts  on  the  water  courses,  under  the  law 
for  surveying  lands  on  water  courses  in  Louisiana ; 
the  lands  on  the  bayou  they  have  been  surveying 
(bayou  Cayou)  for  about  30  miles  up  ; it  extends 
back  from  that  water  course  about  half  a mile  of 
high  apparently  primitive  soil,  heavily  timbered  and 
of  the  richest  quality,  thence  it  descends  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  perches  ; there  are  several  other 
bayous  similarly  situated  with  valuable  lands  on 
their  margins  ; these  lands  are  as  far  south  as  the  13a 
lize  or  mouth  of  the  Mississippi ; they  are  exposed 
to  the  ocean,  and  of  course  better  calculated  for  the 
growth  of  sugar  cane  than  any  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi. This  ti-act  of  country,  and  the  approach  to 
it  by  water,  are  very  little  or  not  at  all  known.  It 
would  doubtless  add  much  to  the  value  of  those  lands, 
and  promote  their  ready  sale,  to  have  an  accurate 
survey  of  the  coast,  bays  and  islands,  in  front,  an- 
nexed to  the  survey  of  the  interior  country  ; so  that 
purchasers  or  those  disposed  to  purchase  lands  there, 
might  see  the  advantage  those  lands  possess,  and 
their  convenient  approach  and  communication  with 
the  ocean. 

It  would  swell  this  paper  too  much  to  detail  mi- 
nutely the  several  representations  made  of  this  im- 
mensely valuable  country,  immensely  valuable,  whe- 
ther considered  as  it  respects  its  surface  and  situa- 
tion, the  products  it  may  be  rendered  capable  of  fur- 
nishing, or  the  treasure  it  is  destined  to  pour  into 
the  national  coffers. 

In  this  region  a land  office  is  directed  by  law  to 
be  opened  in  the  territory  of  Missouri,  as  soon  as 
the  private  claims  are  all  ascertained  and  the  lands 
surveyed  ; and  from  which  territory  alone  it  is  be- 
lieved inexhaustible  stores  of  lead  may  be  obtained. 

In  the  state  of  Louisiana,  three  land  offices  are 
provided  for  by  law,  one  at  New-Orleans  for  the 
eastern  land  district,  one  at  Opdlousas  for  the  west- 
ern land  district,  south  of  Red  river,  and  the  other 
at  such  place,  north  of  Red  river,  as  the  president 
of  the  United  States  shall  designate  ; the  land  offi- 
cers in  these  districts  are  progressing  to  a close  in 
ascertaining  the  character'  and  extent  of  the  private 
claims,  and  the  surveyors  have  prepared  a considera- 
ble part  of  the  eastern  district  for  market,  and  are 
progressing  fast  with  the  remainder. 


In  that  portion  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New-Orleans  as  far  as 
the  river  Perdido,  two  commissioners  have  been  erect- 
ed by  law,  one  west,  the  other  east  of  Pearl  river, 
to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  private  claims 
derived  from  either  the  French,  British,  or  Spanish 
governments,  and  to  obtain  a list  of  all  the  actual 
settlers  who  have  no  claims  to  land  derived  from  ei*- 
ther  of  those  governments,  and  who  are  satisfactori- 
ly progressing  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
ties. 

In  the  territory  of  Illinois  two  land  offices  are  di- 
rected by  law  to  be  opened,  one  at  Kaskaskia,  the 
other  at  Shawneetown,  so  soon  as  the  private  claims 
and  donations  are  all  located,  and  the  lands  surveyed, 
which  are  in  great  forwardness.  By  an  act  of  con- 
gress passed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1810,  it  was  pro- 
vided in  section  6,  “that  a tract  of  land  in  the  Illinois 
territory  at  and  including  Shawneetown  on  the  Ohio 
river,  shall  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral, be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues, 
j and  into  out  lots,  in  such  manner  and  of  such  dimen- 
sions as  he  may  judge  proper,  &c.  Sec.  I quote  the 
j words  of  the  act,  to  show  that  it  was  mandatory  oil 
the  surveyor  general  ; for,  it  appears,  a most  unfor- 
tunate selection  of  a scite  for  this  town  has  been 
made,  and  that  notwithetanding  the  expense  already 
incurred  in  laying  out  the  town,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  abandon  it.  To  show  the  causes' to  such  determi- 
nation, I beg  leave  to  give  extracts  from  some  of  the 
representations  made  to  this  office  by  the  present  sur- 
veyor-general, one  of  the  territorial  judges,  the 
principal  deputy  surveyor,  and  one  of  the  late  com- 
missioners at  Kaskaskai,  who  write,  August  l'4th, 
1813,  as  follows : 

“ When  I recently  recommended  a small  change 
in  the  plat  of  Shawneetown,  it  was  then  my  decided 
conviction  that  the  scite  itself  ought  to  be  changed, 
but  not  knowing  that  others  would  feel  an  interest 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  unite  in  such  a recom- 
mendation, I was  unwilling  to-  move  alone  in  so  im- 
portant an  object.  1 was  an  eve  witness  to  one  of  the 
two  inundations  by  which  that  place  was  visited  last 
spring,  and  to  the  great  distresses  and  losses  which 
were  experienced.  I had  before  observed,  in  riding 
through  the  woods  surrounding  the  town,  the  extra- 
ordinary height  of  the  water  marks  upon  the  trees, 
which  were  so  visible,  for  the  space  of  about  two 
miles  on  the  road  to  the  saline,  that  one  ni  ght 
imagine  himself  riding  under  water  to  the  depth  of 
from  12  to  15  feet,  but  the  last  spring  I saw  the  wa- 
ter itself  even  at  a greater  height  than  had  been 
marked  by  the  icy  freshness  of  winter.  I rode  upon 
the  flood  for  more  than  two  weeks  in  a keel  boat  over 
the  principal  street  of  the  town  lashed  to  a mer- 
chant’s store,  and  the  boat  was  upon  a level  with 
its  roof;  an  attack  of  ague  and  fever  then  compelled 
me  to  quit  and  seek  health  in  the  high  lands  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  flood  continued  to  rise  a few  feet  after- 
wards, and  was  nearly  as  long  in  falling  as  it  was  in 
rising  ; a second  inundation  quickly  succeeded  j 
when  the  waters  rose  as  high  as  in  the  first.  At  the 
time  I left  the  boat  the  waters  were  about  midway 
on  the  roofs  of  the  houses  generally,  and  quite  to 
the  ridge  poles  of  several.  Being  heavy  log  cabins, 
they  usually  did  not  float  till  immersed  to  the  last 
mentioned  depth,  and  I saw  about  from  15  to  20  float 
away ; about  40  in  the  whole  floated  off.  It  was  a 
merciful  providence  that  the  wind  did  not  blow  hard 
in  either  of  the  inundations,  for  if  it  had  done  so, 
every  building  of  every  description  must  unquestion- 
ably have  been  demolished  and  swept  off.  I need  not 
describe  the  distresses  and  losses  of  the  inhabitants 
— several  were  sickened — some  died,  livery  beast 
perished  which  could  not  be  taken  into  boats  or  was- 
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hot  Seasonably  driven  to  the  high  lands.  All  the  fen- 
ces with  every  description  of  improvements  around 
and  in  the  houses,  which  could  float,  were  taken  off. 
‘The  time  occupied  by  both  freshes  was  about  ten 
weeks  ; I mean  the  time  that  the  water  lay  over  the 
surface  of  Shawneetown.” 

It  has  been  observed  that  Shawneetown  was  laid 
out  under  the  authority  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  is  annexed  a most  valuable 
district  of  rich  land,  Which  with  the  lots  of  Shaw- 
neetown are  directed  to  be  offered  for  sale.  Whenever 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  so  direct, 
{for  all  the  present  settlers  there  are  volunteers  on 
publie  lands-,  and  have  made  small  temporary  im- 
provments,  expecting  when  the  sales  commenced  to 
become  purchasers)  ; but  should  congress  determine 
to  abandon  the  present  plan,  from  this  representa- 
tion confirmed  by  otliers  in  this  office  equally  strong 
and  respectable,  and  authorise  the  surveyor-general 
to  select  a better  spot  to  lay  off  a town  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States’  own  lands  a few  miles  lower  down  on  the 
Ohio  river,  the  situation  of  which  for  a town,  in  eve- 
ry point  of  View,  could  not  be  excelled  in  the  Illi- 
nois territory  ; and  the  monies  the  sale  of  the  lots 
would  produce,  above  what  the  sales  in  the  present 
town  would,  will  far  more  than  cover  the  loss  incur 
red  by  laying  out  the  present  town  of  Shawnee. 

In  this  territory  there  is  also  a very  valuable  saline 
which  is  directed  by  law  to  be  leased  in  such  a way, 
that  the  occupants  may,  while  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  are  secured,  produce  the  greatest  pos- 
sible quantity  of  salt,  and  furnish  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country  with  this  essential  necessary  of  life  at 
the  lowest  possible  price. 

In  the  Indiana  territory  two  land  offices  are  estab- 
lished, one  at  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the 
other  at  Jeffersonville,  on  the  Ohio  embracing  a vast 
extent  of  remarkable  fertile  lands.  At  the  last  men- 
tioned office,  the  fractional  sections  lying  around 
Clark’s  grant,  which  were  not  surveyed  and  ready 
for  market  when  the  sales  first  commenced,  are  now 
ready  and  will  be  offered  so  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
country  will  justify  the  measure. 

Tlie  existing  laws  require  “that  all  lands  forfeited 


enemy,  and  states  the  patents  were  Wantonly  destroy- 
ed : application  was  made  here  for  exemplifications, 
but,  owing  to  the  situation  of  iho  territory  at  that, 
time,  and  the  very  limited  means  allowed  to  perform 
the  complicated  duties  assigned  us,  they  have  not 
been  issued. 

In  the  Mississippi  territory  there  are  three  land 
offices  established ; one  at  Huntsville,  in  Madison 
county,  one  at  Washington,  west  of  Pearl  river,  and 
the  other  at  Fort  St.  Stephen’s,  east  of  Pearl  river.— ■ 
In  this  latter  district,  the  register  of  the  land  office 
states,  that  a number  of  persons  obtained  certificate!? 
of  pre-emption  to  land,  to  the  amount  in  die  whole 
of  21,930  acres  of  land,  and  that  the  time  had  elapsed 
wherein  they  were  bound  to  complete  the  whole  of 
their  payments,  but  that  they  have  never  paid  one 
cent  therefor.  These  lands  are  therefore  reverted 
again  to  the  United  States,  most  of  which  would  now 
sell,  but  it  requires  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  au- 
thorise their  sale. 

In  this  district  the  whole  of  the  rich  and  valuable 
lands  ceded  by  the  Choctaws,  and  laying  along  the 
Tombigbee,  arc  surveyed  and  ready  for  market.  I>y 
the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  state  of  Georgia,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1802,  the  United  States  are  bound  to 
pay  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  out  of  the  first  net  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sales  of  the  land  ceded,  after 
deducting  the  expences  incurred  in  surveying  and 
incident  to  such  sales,  the  sum  of  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ; only  forty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars'  and 
seventy  cents  of  which  have  yet  been  paid  in  arms 
under  the  act  of  April,  1808. 

From  this  view  of  the  slate  of  the  publie  lands,  it 
will  appear,  that,  independent  of  the  lands  now  of- 
fered for  sale  at  the  several  land  offices  established 
by  law,  we  have  nearly  ready  to  add  thereto  the 
balance  of  the  Choctaw  purchase,  and  the  forfeited, 
pre-emptions  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  the  eastern 
and  western  land  districts  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,, 
the  Kaskaskia  and  Shawneetown  districts  in  the 
Illinois  and  the  fractions  around  Clark’s  grant  in  tli^ 
Indiana  : and  so  soon  as  the  laws  can  be  tarried  fully 


for  non  payment,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  court  I into  effect,  and  the  lands  surveyed,  the  district  north, 


house  of  the  county  in  which  the  officers  are  situ 
ated,”  and  the  register  and  receiver  at  Jeffersonville 
represents,  that  the  court  house  of  their  county  is 
fifteen  miles  distant  from  their  offices  ; that  it  occa- 
sions great  inconvenience  and  derangement  of  their 
business  to  attend  the  sales  at  so  great  a distance, 
and  urge  the  necessity  of  legislative  interference  for 
their  relief. 

In  the  state  of  Ohio  there  are  six  land  offices 
established  and  in  successful  operation  ; one  at  Cin- 
cinati,  one  at  Chilicothe,  one  at  Zanesville,  one  at 
Marietta,  one  at  Steubenville,  and  the  other  at  Can- 
ton. 1 he  western  boundary  line  of  Virginia  military 
•eservation,  embracing  the  lands  between  the  Scioto 
and  the  Little  Miami  rivers  in  this  state,  has  never 
yet  been  satisfactorily  established.  An  essay  has  late- 
ly been  made  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  state  of  Virginia  without 
success  ; a report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  with  a plat  of  the  country  and 
explanations,  were  made  to  ccmgress  and  are  on  their 
files,  giving  ample  information  on  that  controverted 
business. 

In  the  territory  of  Michigan  one  land  office  has 
been  established  at  Detroit.  The  private  claims  and 
donations  to  individuals  had  been  patented  soon  after 
the  organization  of  this  office,  but  before  they  were 
presented  to  the  persons  by  their  agent,  who  had 
them  in  possesion,  be  was  taken  prisoner  hy  thp 


of  Red  river,  and  the  lands  to  which  the  indian  titfe 
lias  been  extinguished  in  the  territories  of  Missouri 
and  Michigan. 

The  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  conr- 
siders  it  his  duty  farther  to  state,  that  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  this  office,  the  public  business  assigned 
to  it  was  greatly  behind  Patient  industry  and  in- 
cessant application  has  done  much,  but  the  examina- 
tion of  and  auditing  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the 
receivers  of  public  monies,  present  such  an  immense 
load  of  labor,  that  he  is  compelled  to  solicit  addition- 
al aid  in  the  estimates ’for  the  year  1814,  for  cleric 
hire  j for,  by  a decision  of  the  comptroller,  as  the 
proper  law  officer  of  the  treasui-y  department,  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  is  compelled 
to  examine  and  audit  all  the  accounts  of  the  receiv- 
ers of  public  monies  as  far  back  as  the  year  1801,  and 
the  immense  mass  of  business  is  pressing,  for  some 
of  the  late  receivers  are  indebted  to  the  United  States 
in  large  amounts,  and  suits  cannot  be  commenced 
by  the  comptroller  until  their  accounts  are  examined 
and  audited. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your1  mefct 
obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  TIFFIN, 

Com.  of  Geq.  Land  Offic?. 

The  hon.  Speaker  of  the 

jfozi*eof  Tbpresentativ?** 
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Treasury  Report. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  “act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the 
treasury  department,”  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following 

REPORT  AND  ESTIMATES. 

The  monies  actually  received  into  the 
treasury  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1813,  have 
amounted  to,  viz  : $37,544,954  93 

Proceeds  of  the  cus- 
toms, sales  of  lands, 
small  branches  of  re- 
venue and  re-pay- 
ments 13,568,042  43 

Proceeds  of  loan$>  viz 
Loanofele- 
ven  mil- 
lions un- 
der the  act 
of  March 

14,  1812,  4,337,487  50 
Do.  of  six- 
teen mil- 
lions un- 
der the  act 
of  Feb.  8, 

1813,  14,488,125 

Treasury 
notes  un- 
der die 
acts  of 
June  30, 

1812,  and 
Feb.  25, 

1813,  5,151,300 

— : -23,976,912  50 


As  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  E.  37,544,954  98 
Making,  together  with 
the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1812,  which  was  2,362,652  69 


An  aggregate  of  39,907,607  62 

The  payments  from  the  treasury  du- 
ring the  same  period,  have  amount- 
ed to,  viz.  $32,928,855  19 

For  civil,  diplomatic  and 
miscellaneous  expen - 
ces,  both  foreign  and 
domestic  1,705,916  35 

Military  department,  in- 
cluding militia  and  vo- 
lunteers, and  the  indian 
department  18,484,750  49 

Navy,  including  the 
building  of  new  ships, 
and  the  marine  corps  6,420,707  20 

Public  Debt. 

On  account 

of  interest  3,120,379  08 
Principal  re- 
imbursed 3,197,102  07 

— 6^317,481  15 


As  will  also  appear  by  the 
annexed  statement  E.  32,928,8 55  19 
And  left  in  the  treasury 

on  the.  30th  Sept,  fast  6,978,752  43 

39,907,607  62 


The  accounts  fpr  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year 
1813,  have  not  yet  been  made  up  at  the  treasury,  bul 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  that  quarter 
have  been  nearly  as  follows  : 

Receipts  from  the  customs,  sales  of 
lands,  and  small  branches  of  the 
revenue,  about  3,500,000 

Loan  of  sixteen  millions  1,500,000 

Do.  of  seven  and  a half  millions  3,850,000 

Treasury  notes  3,680,000 

12,330,000 

Making,  with  the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  1st  Oct,  1813,  of  6,978,752  43 


| An  aggregate  of  about  19,309,000 


! The  disbur sements  have  been 

jFor  civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellane- 
f ous  expences,  about  400,000 

Military  department  5,887,747 

Naval  department  1,248,145  10 

Public  debt  (of  which  near  6,000,000 
was  on  account  of  the  reimburse- 
ment of  principal)  7,087,994  95 

And  leaving  in  the  treasury,  on  the 
31st  December,  1813  about  4,685,112  95 


19,309,000 


Of  the  sums  obtained  on  loan  during  the  year 
1813,  and  included  in  the  receipts  above  stated,  an 
account  of  the  terms  on  which  they  Were  made  has 
been  laid  before  congress,  excepting  as  to  the  trea- 
| sury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  February  25, 1813, 
land  the  loan  of  seven  and  a half  millions  obtained 
| under  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  of  the  2nd 
of  August,  1813.  The  annexed  statement  marked 
F.  will  show  the  whole  amount  received  for  treasury 
notes  during  the  year  1813,  and  at  what  places  they 
were  sold  or  disposed  of.  Three  millions,  eight 
! hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, of  the  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  June  30th, 
1812,  became  due  in  the  course  of  the  year  1813,  or 
in  the  present  month  of  January,  and  have  been  paid 
off,  or  the  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans  for  that  purpose. 

The  papers  under  the  letter  G.  will  show  the  mea- 
sures taken  under  the  act  of  August  2nd,  1813,  au- 
thorising a loan  of  seven  millions,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  loan  was 
obtained.  The  terms  were  88  dollars  and  25  cents 
in  money,  for  100  dollars  in  stock,  bearing  an  inter- 
jest of  six  percent.;  which  is  equivalent  to  a premi- 
um of  13  dollars  31  cents  and  four  ninths  of  a cent 
on  each  hundred  dollars,  in  money,  loaned  to  the 
United  States.  Of  this  sum  of  7,500,000  dollars 
about  3,850,000  dollars  were  paid  into  the  treasury 
during  the  year  1813,  and  the  remainder  is  payable 
in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1814. 

For  the  year  1814,  the  expenditures , as  now  authorised 
by  law , are  estimated  as  follows 

1 . Civil  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses $ 1,700,000 

2.  Public  debt,  viz  i 

Interest  on  the  debt  existing 
previous  to  the  war  2,100,000 

Ditto  on  the  debt  contracted 

since  the  war  including  trea- 
sury notes  and  lean  for  the 
year  1814  2,950,000 


5,050,000 
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Reimbursement  of  principal, 
including-  the  old  six  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  temporary 
loans  and  treasury  notes  7,150,000 

-12,200,000 

1 3,900,000 

3.  Military  establishment,  estimated  by 
the  secretary  of  war  for  a full  comple- 
ment (including  rangers,  sea-fensibles. 
and  troops  of  all  descriptions)  of 
63,422  officers  and  men  and  including 
ordnance,  fortifications,  and  the  Indian 
department,  and  the  permanent  ap- 
propriations for  Indian  treaties,  and 

arming  and  equipping  the  militia  24,550,000 

4.  Navy,  estimated  for  15,787  officers 
seamen  and  boys,  and  for  1,869  ma- 
rines, and  including  the  service  of  two 
74  gun  ships  for  four  months,  and 
three  additional  frigates  for  six  months 
of  the  year  1814,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  flotillas  on  the  coast  and  on  the 

takes  6,900,000 

Amounting  altogether  to  #45,350,000 

The  ways  and  means  already  provided  by  law  arc  as 

follows  : 

1.  Customs  and  sales  of  public  lands.  The  net 

revenue  accruing  from  the  customs  during  the  year 
1812,  amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  state- 
ments A.  and  B.  to  13,142,000  dollars.  Of  this  sum, 
about  4,300,000  was  produced  by  the  additional 
duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1,  1812.  The  du- 
ties which  have  accrued  during  the  year  1813,  are 
estimated  at  7,000,000  dollars.  The  custom-house 
bonds  outstanding  qn  the  1st  of  January,  18i4,  after 
making  a due  allowance  for  insolvencies  and  bad 
debts,  are  estimated  at  5,500,000  dollars ; and  it  is 
believed  that  6,000,000  dollars  may  be  estimated  for 
the  receipt  of  the  customs  during  the  year  1814. 
The  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1813,  have  amounted  to  256,345 
acres,  and  the  payments  by  purchasers  to  706,000 
as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  C.  It  is 
estimated  that  600,000  dollars  will  be  received  into 
the  treasury  from  this  source  during  the  year  1814. 
The  sum,  therefore,  estimated  as  receivable  from 
customs  and  lands,  is  $6,600,000 

2.  Internal  revenues  and  direct  tax. 

From  the  credits  allowed  by  law  on  some 
of  the  internal  duties,  and  from  the  de- 
lays incident  to  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  the  direct  tax,  it  is  not  believed 
that  more  ought  to  be  expected  to  come 
into  the  treasury  during  the  year  1814, 

than  the  sum  of  3,500,000 

3.  Balance  of^  the  loan  of  seven  and  a 

half  millions,  already  contracted  for  3,650,000 

4.  Balance  of  treasury  notes  already 

authorized,  1,070,000 

5.  Of  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  3 1st  December,  1813,amount- 
ing,  as  is  above  stated,  to  about  4,680,000 

There  will  be  required  to 
satisfy  appropriations  made 
prior  to  that  day,  and  then 
undrawn,  at  l£ast  3,500,000 

And  leaving  applicable  to  the  service  of 
the  year  1814,  1,180,000 


. . 1 6,000,000 

So  that  there  remains  to  be  provided  by 
v loans,  the  sum  of  29,350,000 
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Although  the  interest  paid  upon  treasury  notes  is 
considerably  less  than  that  paid  for  the  monies  ob- 
tained by  the  United  States  on  the  funded  stock,  yet 
the  certainty  of  their  reimbursement  at  the  end  of 
one  year,  and  the  facilities  they  afford  for  remittan- 
ces and  other  commercial  operations,  have  obtained 
for  them  a currency  which  leaves  little  reason  to 
doubt  that  they  may  be  extended  considerably  be- 
yond the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  hitherto 
authorized  to  be  annually  issued.  It  will,  perhaps, 
be  eligible  to  leave  to  the  executive,  as  was  done 
last  year,  a discretion  as  to  the  amount  to  be  bor- 
rowed upon  stock  or  upon  treasury  notes,  that  one 
or  the  other  may  be  resorted  to,  within  prescribed 
limits,  as  shall  be  found  most  advantageous  to  the 
United  States. 

The  amount  estimated  to  have  been  reimbursed 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  September  last,  including  trea- 
sury notes  and  temporary  loans,  will  appear  by  the 
estimate  marked  D.  to  have  been  3,201,368  dollars. 
As  the  payment  on  account  of  the  loan  of  sixteen 
millions  had  not  then  been  completed,  and  the  stock 
had,  consequently,  not  been  issued  therefor,  it  is 
not  practicable  to  state,  with  precision,  the  amount 
added  to  the  public  debt  during  the  year;  but,  after 
deducting  the  abovementioned  reimbursement  of 
3,200,000  dollars,  this  addition  will  not  fall  short  of 
22,500,000. 

The  plan  of  finances  proposed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  was  to  make  the  revenue,  during 
each  year  of  its  continuance,  equal  to  the  expences 
of  the  peace  establishment,  and  of  the  interest  on  the 
old  debt  then  existing,  and  on  the  loans  which  the 
war  might  render  necessary,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  of  the  war  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  loans  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose. 

The  expenses  of  the  peace  establishment,  as  it 
existed  previous  to  the  armaments  of  1812,  made  in 
contemplation  of  war,  but  including  the  eight  regi- 
ments added  to  the  military  establishment  in  the 
year  1808,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  navy  in  ac- 
tual service,  authorised  in  1809,  amounted,  after  de- 
ducting some  casual  expenses  of  militia  and  other 
incidental  items,  to  about  $7,000,00G 

The  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  payable  during  the 
year  1814,  will  be,  on  the 
old  debt,  or  that  existing 
prior  to  the  present  war,  $2,100,000 
On  the  debt  contracted  since 
the  commencement  of  the 
war, including  treasury  notes 
and  allowing  $560,000  for 
interest  on  the  loan,  which 
must  be  made  during  the 
year  1814,  a sum  as  small 
as  can  be  estimated  for  that 
object,  2,950,000 

5,050,000 


Making  $12,050,000 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasruy  from  the  re- 
venues as  now  established;  including  the  internal 
revenues  and  direct  tax,  are  not  estimated  for  the 
year  1814,  at  more  than  $10,100,000 

viz  : 

From  customs  and  public 
lands,  6,600,000 

Interval  revenues  and  direct 
tax  3,500.000 


10,100,000 


#45,350,000 
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If  to  this  sum  be  added  that  part  of  the 
balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  Dec. 

1813,  which  has  been  estimated  above,  to 
I?e  applicable  to  the  expences  of  the  year 

1814,  and  which,  upon  the  principles 

above  stated,  may  be  considered  as  a sur- 
plus of  revenue  beyond  the  expenses  of 
the  peace  establishment,  and  of  the  in- 
terest  on  the  public  debt  for  the  year 
1813,  and  therefore  applicable  to  the 
same  expenses  for  the  year  1814,  which 
sum  is  estimated  at  1,180,000 


And  making  together  11,280,000 

There  will  still  remain  to  be  provided 
new  revenues  capable  of  producing  770,000 


12,050,000 

But  as  the  internal  revenues  and  direct  tax,  when 
in  full  operation,  will  produce,  in  the  year  1815,  pro- 
bably 1,200,000  dollars  more  than  is  estimated  to  be 
received  from  them  in  the  year  I314,it  will  rest  with 
congress  to  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  that  new 
and  additional  revenues  should  now  be  established. 
To  what  extent  the  existing  embargo  may  reduce 
the  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  the  customs  du- 
ring the  year  1814,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate,  as  the 
operation  of  the  war  had  reduced  the  receipts  from 
the  customs  nearly  one  half  from  that  which  was  re- 
ceived during  the  year  preceding  the  war.  The 
former  embargo  reduced  the  revenue  from  the  cus- 
toms nearly  one  half  the  amount  of  that  which  was 
received. during  the  year  preceding  its  full  operation. 
In  this  case,  however,  the  transition  was  from  the 
full  receipt  of  a peace  revenue,  to  the  entire  sus- 
pension of  exportation  and  of  foreign  commerce 
in  American  bottoms.  It  is  not,  therefore  to  be 
presumed  that  the  existing  embargo  will  cause  a 
reduction  of  the  war  revenue  in  the  proportion  of  the 
peace  revenue.  Moreover,  the  effect  of  the  act  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  certain  articles  necessa- 
rily increases  the  demand  and  enhances  the  value  of 
those  which  may  be  lawfully  imported,  and  the  high 
price  they  bear  will  produce  extraordinary  importa- 
tions, and  in  part  compensate  for  the  prohibition  to 
export  any  thing  in  return  : to  this  may  be  added, 
the  duty  on  salt,  the  operation  of  which  is  yet  but 
partial. 

' To  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  of  the  revenue 
caused  by  the  embargo,  whatever  it  may  be,  must 
be  added  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  the 
interest  payable  in  the  year  1814,  on  the  loan  of 
that  year,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  interest 
on  the  same  loan  payable  in  the  year  1815,-— as 
well  as  that  part  of  the  interest  which  may  be 
payable  in  the  year  1815  on  the  loan  of  that  year. 
The  sum  of  these  items  will  be  required  for  the 
year  1815,  in  addition  to  the  revenues  now  establish- 
ed, exeept  430,000  dollars,  being  the  difference  be- 
tween the  estimated  increase  in  the  receipt  of  the 
internal  revenues  and  direct  taxes  and  the  770,000 
dollars  remaining  to  be  provided  for  in  the  forego- 
ing estimate. 

With  these  considerations  it  is  submitted,  whe- 
ther it  may  not  Be  expedient  and  prudent  to  pro- 
vide new  revenues  capable  of  producing  the  whole 
or  such  part  of  the  770,000  dollars  unprovided  for, 
as  may  appear  necessary  to  fulfil  the  public  engage- 
ments and  secure  to  the  financial  operations  of  the 
government  the  confidence,  stability  and  success 
which  is  due  to  its  fidelity  and  to  the  ample  resour- 
ces of  the  country. 

AIL  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  W.  JONES, 
Acting  secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
treasury  Department^  Jan,  8,  1814, 


Foreign  Coins. 

The  annual  report  of  the  director  of  the 
Mint,  on  the  subject  of  assays  of  foreign  coins, 
contains  a statement  of  assays  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain 
and  Portugal,  from  which  it  appears — 

1.  That  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and 
Portugal  are  all  uniformly  of  the  same  quality, 
and  exactly  equal  to  that  of  the  gold  coins  of 
the  United  States  ; and  therefore  their  intrin- 
sic value  is  at  the  rate  of  100  cents  for  27 
grains,  or  88f  cents  per  pennyweight 

2.  That  the  gold  coins  of  France,  especially 
those  issued  since  the  year  1 806  inclusive,  are 
also  of  a uniform  quality  ; their  intrinsic  va- 
lue being  at  the  rate  of  100  cents  for  27££-11 
grains,  or  87T\V  cents  per  cwt. 

3.  That  the  gold  coins  of  Spain  are  some- 
what variable  in  their  quality  ; their  average 
intrinsic  value  being  at  the  rate  of  100  cents 
for  28TyT81  grains,  or  84  r%v  cents  per  dwt. 

4.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  French 

crown,  supposing  its  weight  18  dwts.  17  grs.. 
is  110  cents  and  parts  of  a cent. 

5.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  Spanish 

dollar,  exclusive  of  those  issued  prior  to  the 
year  1806,  supposing  it  of  the  full  weight  of 
17  dwts.  7 grs.  is  100  cents  and  parts  qf 

a cent. 

Proctor's  Papers. 

The  following  letters,  found  among  major-general 
Proctor's  baggage  captured  on  the  Thames, unfold 
many  curious  facts — and  also  show  that  the  ene? 
my’s  force,  white  and  red,  was  much  greater  in 
the  Upper  Province  than  has  been  generally  sup- 
posed. 

Fort  George , January  10,  1813. 
Sin, — A long  letter  which  I addressed  to  you  on 
our  marine  affairs  for  lake  Erie,  will  I hope  have 
reached  you  safely.  As  it  becomes  a matter  of  the 
greatest  moment  to  gain  as  accurate  information  as 
possible,  of  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  as  to 
building  armed  vessels  and  boats  ; I request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  select  some  intelligent  inhabitant  in 
your  vicinity  who  would  undertake  to  proceed  down 
the  border  of  lake  Erie,  as  far  as  in  his  power  to- 
wards Buffalo,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  in- 
formation so  essential  to  our  plans  ; it  would  be  his 
object  to  examine  at  all  the  rivers  and  creeks  what 
is  going  forward.  It  would  require  the  greatest 
caution  and  circumspection  as  well  as  secrecy  on 
the  person  chosen  for  this  service  ; he  should  be  one 
whose  habits  or  profession  would  justify  his  as- 
suming the  character  of  a person  travelling  on  some 
matters  of  business ; and  to  insure  his  attention  to 
the  objects  on  which  he  is  sent,  it  will  be  advisable 
to  agree  with  him  for  a sum  to  be  paid  him  commen- 
surate with  the  distance  he  may  travel,  and  the  in- 
formation he  may  obtain.  You  will  be  pleased,  to 
communicate  to  me,  for  the  information  of  major- 
general  Sheafie,  the  result  of  the  measures  proposed. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CHRISTO.  MYERS,  Lt.  Col  Jet . Q.  M.  Q- 
Col  Proctor , 41st  regt.  &.c.  > 

Com.  at  Amherstburg.  3 
OFFICIAL. 

Fort  George,  April  29,  1813 — 9 o'clock,  a.  m. 
Db’  ( lear  .^n<?raI—This.  morning  at  one  olclock, 
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^counts  were  received  here  by  brigadier-general  from  the  neighborhood  of  Long  Point.  The  possibtf- 
Vincent,  with  the  unpleasant  intelligence  that  that  lity  of  the  former  1*  an  object  worth  every  attention, 
town  had  been  carried  by  a body  of  the  enemy’s  as  the  practicability  of  the  latter,  until  our  fleet  are 

troops 
thirteen 

others . „ _ . 

Detailed  particulats  (from  sir  Roger  Sheafle  who  thence, 
was  there)  lias  not  yet  readied  us,  but  we  have 


ascertained,  in  addition  to  York  having  fallen,  that 
the  powder  magazines  there  have  been  blown  up  ; 
whether  this  has  been  accidental,  or  been  effected 
by  our  troops  in  their  retreat,  we  know  not.  ? 

The  grenadiers  and  another  company  of  the  king  s 
were  engaged.  Five  companies  of  that  regiment 
have  reached  this  post ; two  companies  of  the  41st 
on  their  march  towards  you  ; the  flrst  beyond  An- 
caster,  the  other  at  Henry’s  have  been  recalled; 
they  are  extremely  much  wanted  here,  and  had  they 
pursued  their  route,  they  would  not  have  reached  in 
time  to  act  against  Harrison. 

The  enemy  on  the  frontier  opposite  to  us,  have 
received  a reinforcement  within  these  few  days  of 
nearly  3000  men;  they  are  well  furnished  with  boats. 

You  will  thus  perceive  the  critical  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed  on  this  line.  IV e look  with  con- 
fident hope  for  the  report  of  your  success — and 
brigadier-general  Vincent  (who  is  here,  and  bv 
whose  directions  I am  writing  to  y'ou)  has  desired 
me  to  impress  upon  you,  what  essential  aid  could  be 
rendered  to  us,  by  the  timely  arrival  here  of  five 
hundred  indians  ; should  you  have  secured  Harrison’s 
army  ; it  is  the  brigadier-general’s  desire,  and  in 
which  I most  earnestly  join,  that  you  forward  to  us 
in  the  king’s  vessels  to  Point  Abino,  that  number 
with  as  great  expedition  as  possible.  In  the  event  of 
your  having  captured  Harrison’s  army,  you  will  see  the 
impossibility  under  existing  circumstances  of  our  taking 
charge  of  them  here , and  therefore  brigadier-general 
Vincent  requests  you  will  make  the  best  arrangements 
in  your  power  to  dispose  of  them  either  by  securing  them 
at  one  or  the  other  of  your  own  posts , or  passing  them 
on  parole  into  the  United  States  by  way  of  Cleveland  or 
other  route , as  you  may  find  expedient ; the  latter 
line  of  conduct  is  perhaps  the  most  preferable  on 
account  of  the  state  of  your  supplies  of  provisions. 

Sincerely  wishing  every  success,  and  hoping  to 
send  you,  and  receive  from  you,  good  accounts, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CHRISTO.  MYERS,  Col.  Act.  Q.  M.  C. 
Brigadier-general  Proctor. 

Norton  had  gone  towards  you  as  far  as  tfie  head  of 
the  lake,  but  is  called  back.  C.  M, 

Pep.  Asst.  Com.  General’s  Office, 
Amherstsburg,  14  Aug.  1813. 

Sir — The  near  prospect  of  a scarcity  of  provisions 
in  this  district  is  to  me  an  object  of  the  greatest  con- 
cern and  uneasiness.  The  whole  of  the  flour  now  in 
store  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  fourteen 
days,  according  to  the  quantities  now  issued  daily, 
and  very  little  can  at  present  be  expected  in  this 
district.  One  particular  cause  for  this  is  that  the 
two  principal  mills  (M‘Gregor’s  and  Arnold’s)  are 
not  now  going  for  want  of  water.  The  dam  of  the 
former  has  been  broken,  and  that  of  the  latter  much 
injured  from  jLhe  back  water,  occasioned  by  the  g'reat 
rains,  &c.  this  year.  The  wind-mills  at  this  season 
are  of  but  little  comparative  service.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  flour  required  for  Detroit  and  Sandwich 


Dep.  commissary  general  Conche  has  been  informed 
of  this,  in  as  strong  language  as  I am  master  of. 
He  lias  in  consequence  made  purchases  of  flour  at 
Long  Point  and  sent  an  officer  of  his  department  to 
that  neighborhood  to  purchase  cattle  for  this  place. 
For  the  last  ten  days  1 have  stationed  acting  dep. 
asst.  com.  gen.  Reynolds  at  Detroit,  with  a clerk  of 
the  commissarial  dep.  for  purchasing  supplies  in  the 
Michigan  territory  and  about  Sandwich.  Two  boats 
have  been  sent  to  the  river  Thames  for  flour  and 
Agents  have  been  appointed  by  me  here,  at 


Sandwich,  river  Thames  and  Delaware  for  pur- 
chasing cattle,  but  with  all  my  possible  exertions,  I 
despair  of  being  able  for  any  length  of  time,  of  sup- 
plying provisions  to  his  majesty’s  forces  in  addition 
to  the  immense  quantities  now  issued  to  indians;  the 
latter  I estimate  at  fourteen  thousand  rations  per  day 
at  this  post,  Detroit  and  Sandwich. 

It  gives  me  additional  pain  to  be  thus  obliged  to 
trouble  you.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  GILMOR, 

Dep.  Asst.  Com.  General. 
Brig.  Gen.  Proctor,  commanding,  &c. 

Amherstburg,  13ih  March,  1813. 

Sir — Eight  Munseys  left  this  on  the  7th  instant 
to  reconnoitre  at  the  Miamie  Rapids,  and  yesterday 
returned  with  a scalp.  They  reported  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  numerous,  and  have  completed  a stockade 
much  larger  than  the  fort  here. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  Indians  which  I had  sent 
over  the  river  yesterday  left  Brown’s  Town  for  the 
Rapids  with  six  interpreters  along,  and  by  them  I 
expect  some  prisoners,  or  some  more  information 
than  we  have  yet  had.  The  snow  being  yet  deep 
out  there,  will  however  be  no  detriment  to  them. 

Your  humble  servant, 

M.  ELLIOTT. 

Brig.  gen.  Proctor. 

Amherstburgh,  Sth  Sept.  1813. 

Sir — A few  days  ago,  I sent  out  to  Sandusky  some 
of  the  I-Iurons  of  Brown’s  Town  to  see  what  those  of 
Sandusky  were  about ; they  found  the  Americans 
had  taken  them  into  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  Mad  River, 
where  they  are  guarded  by  a number  of  Americans. 
The  Crane  told  the  messengers  that  there  were  9000 
men  raising  within  twelve  miles  of  that  place,  and 
that  their  intention  was  to  advance  to  the  foot  of  the 
llapids  and  fortify  themselves  there,  building  block- 
houses on  their  way  to  that  place,  at  the  distance  of 
every  five  miles,  and  to  cross  in  winter  on  the  ice, 
and  attack  and  take  this  place,  and  afterwards  sweep 
the  English  from  this  along  into  the  sea.  In  conse- 
quence he  sent  a message  to  the  Hurons  and  other 
nations  (which  was  yesterday  delivered  in  my  pre- 
sence) to  withdraw  themselves  from  this  and  join 
him  on  Mad  River,  where  they  and  their  property 
would  be  safe.  That  if  all  did  not  attend  to  his  ad- 
vice, he  hoped  some  who  had  any  regard  for  their 
lives  would  go  and  join  him. 

A Shawanoe  informs  me  that  he  saw  300  troops 
advancing  towards  fort  Wayne — report  however  said 
will  now  have  to  be  supplied  from  the  six  hundred  [200.  The  said  Indian  came  from  t he  Ottawa  towns, 
and  seventy  barrels  lately  brought  from  Long  Point,  j I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 


by  the  schr.  Alary  (transport)  and  as  this  is  all  that 
J have  to  depend  on,  we  shall  very  soon  be  in  absolute 
want,  without  some  very  great  abatement  takes 
place  in  the  quantities  issued  to  indians,  or  some 
• extraordinary  exertions  made  to  supply  our  wants 


M,  ELLIOTT. 

Gen.  Proctor,  commanding. 

Head  of  Lake  Ontario,  4th  June,  1813. 
Air  iif.ar  gen’v.tial — A series  of  misfortunes  have 
suddenly  befallen  us.  Perhaps  before  you  receive 
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this  you  will  have  learnt  that  the  army  under  gene- 
ral Dearborn  crossed  the  Niagara  line  on  the  27th 
lilt,  and  alter  being  most  gallantly  opposed  by  part 
of  the  king’s  Newfoundland  and  Glengary  regiments, 
got  possession  of  fort  George,  and  compelled  the 
whole  of  our  troops  to  retire  upon  this  position. — 
Here  general  Vincent  means  to  make  a stand,  but  in 
the  event  of  his  being  beat,  and  forced,  altogether 
to  retire  to  Kingston,  he  is  directed  by  the  orders 
which  I yesterday  brought  him,  to  detach  to  your 
assistance  the  remainder  of  the  41st  regiment,  two 
companies  of  the  Newfoundland,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  three  companies  of  the  Glengary  regiment.*— 
The  companies  of  the  two  latter  corps  are  much 
weakened  by  the  action  of  the  27th. 

I learn  with  infinite  regret,  your  distressed  situa- 
tion for  Want  of  provisions,  and  it  is  certainly  unfor- 
tunate that  a considerable  quantity  of  pork,  intended 
for  your  use,  was  destroyed  at  Point  Abino,  for  fear 
of  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  I hear  you  have 
flour  enough,  and  T hope  you  will  have  plenty  of  fresh 
beef.  It  is  said  that  the  enemy  have  detached  troops 
against  you.  Your  situation,  it  must  be  owned,  is 
sufficiently  embarrassing;  but  Sir  George,  on  my 
leaving  him,  knowing  but  imperfectly  the  events 
here,  and  still  more  so,  those  of  your  neighborhood, 
relies  with  confidence  on  your  zeal  and  ability-— cer- 
tain that  the  most  indefatigable  exertions  will  be 
made  on  your  part  in  defence  of  your  post,  and  of 
the  squadron,  -which  ('•whatever  may  happen J must  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Our  fleet  under  sir  .Tames  Yeo,  is  now  on  the  lake, 
determined  to  fight : and  at  present  fidly  able  to  beat 
the  enemy- s.  All  are  anxious  for  the  meeting,  for  a na- 
val victory  on  our  part  would  soon  restore  matters 
to  their  usual  flourishing  state.  Colonel  Baynes,  with 
a force  of  only  800  men,  attacked  Sackett’s  Harbor 
on  the  29th  ult.  It  was  supposed  the  garrison  was 
small,  in  consequence  of  their  having  detached  so 
many  men  to  Niagara— we  found,  however,  upwards 
of  3*0,0 0.  Our  gallant  little  band  drove  them  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  into  their  works,  (though  with 
a good  deal  of  loss)  which  were  found  much  too 
strong  to  carry  with  our  small  force,  without  artil- 
lery, and  unassisted  by  our  large  ships,  a calm  hav- 
ing prevented  their  co-operation  : Thus  separated 
we  re-embarked  without  any  opposition,  having 
taken  from  them  three  field  pieces  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

When  I left  Kingston,  2000  men  were  ojn  the  march 
for  that  place,  including  2d  bataliop.  41st,  I3e  Wat- 
teyilie’s  and  Muerone.  The  13th  and  9.8th  were 
hourly  expected  to  arrive  at  Quebec.  We  may  look 
for  other  reinforcements  from  Spain,  which  will,  I 
hope,  enable  us  to  recover  our  lost  ground. 

I beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Proctor, 
and  to  Henry,  and  believe  me,  dear  general, 

Yours  most  truly,  JIt.  M9DOUGALL. 

Brig.  gen.  Proctor. 

Head- quarters,  Forty-mile  creek,  June,  14th,  1813. 
My  dear  general — W e every  day  look  for  a rein- 
forcement of  about  40Q  men  from  Kingston.  On 
their  arrival,  and  should  the  fleet  continue  vyith  us, 
it  is  intended  to  advance  the  army  to  20  mile  creek 
aud  throw  forward  our  whole  body  of  Indians,  and 
the  light  troops  (considerably  augmented)  to  feel  the 
pulse  of  the  enemy.  We  have  various  accounts  as  to 
his  force,  and  pone  to  be  depended  upon,  but  his 
fears  are  said  to  be  as  strong  as  ever  and  a ruse  of  the 
nature  above  mentioned,  might  operate  so  powerful- 
ly upon  him,  as  might  induce  him  to  think,  that  his 
own  side  of  the  river  is  the  only  place  of  safety.  i 
Our  Indians  prove  theht selves  right  worthy,  and/ 
right  useful  auxiliaries.  Macbeth  says,  “tis  the  eye' 


of  childhood  that  fears  a painted  devil.”  But  it  is 
so  far  lucky,  that  our  opponents  are  mere  infants  in 
the  sublime  science  of  war.  Now,  as  you  are  perhaps 
encumbered  with  too  many  mouths,  considering  your 
scanty  means  of  filling  them,  you  perhaps  might  he 
able  to  prevail  on  two  or  three"  hundred  more  of  your 
swarthy  warriors  to  join  us  here.  They  would  be  in- 
valuable under  our  present  circumstances,  and  you 
might  fairly  tell  them,  that  a great  effort  is  to  be 
made  to  drive  their  enemy  and  ours  across  the  St. 
Lawrence  ; and  once  effected,  I do  most  positively 
believe  they  will  never  renew  the  attempt.  Remem- 
ber me  to  cols.  Warburton,  Dickson  and  Monckler, 
and  believe  me  always,  yours, 

Ht.  M‘DOUALL. 

Brig.  Gen,  Proctor,  Sandwich. 

Jlmherstburg,  27th  Oct.  1812- 

Sir — I have  seen  a letter  from  you  to  colonel  St. 
George,  mentioning  that  three  Frenchmen  had  been 
killed  near  Sandusky.  That  it  is  the  case,  is  true  ; 
but  the  Indians  having  seen  them  in  an  enemy’s  coun- 
try, and.  those  people  being  actually  resident  for  a 
long  time  past  there,  occasioned  them  being  taken 
for  enemies.  They  had  been  on  board  the  vessel,  and 
had  gone  ashore  to  get  something  more  of  their  pro- 
perty on  board,  and  the  Indians  having  no  knowledge 
of  the  circumstance,  and  not  knowing  them  to  be 
Canadians,  consequently  shot  them. 

1 shall  drop  dawn  to-day  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  to-morrow  morning  will  set  up  the  Miami  bay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

M.  ELLIOTT. 

P.  S.  Col.  Clure  writes  me,  that  they  expect  ano- 
ther attack  soon,  and  says  they  will  require  assistance 
from  this  place.  If  you  have  any  commands  on  the 
subject,  I should  be  glad  to  know,  and  your  opinion. 

Col.  Proctor,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Detroit. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  commissary  of  the  upper  dis" 

irict  oj  Upper  Canada,  to  his  superior  below. 

Deputy  assistant  commissary  .general’s  office, 

Aiuherstburg,  6th  August,  1813. 

Edward  Conche,  esq. 

Sir — Y'our  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  two 
thousand  pounds  currency  in  army  bills,  were  deli- 
vered to  me  by  Mr.  Charles  Askin  on  the  29th. 

I am  extremely  happy  to  find  that  l may  expect  li- 
beral supplies  of  flour  from  Long  Point,  the  more 
so  as  the  two  princible  mills  (M‘Gregor’s  and  Ar- 
nold’s*) are  not  now  going — the  dams  are  broke  and 
and  I am  informed  that  it  is  more  than  probable,  will 
not  b.e  prepared  and  Ailed  with  water  till  late  in  the 
full,  thus  the  wheat  on  hand  and  that  now  cutting  in 
this  district,  will,  fie  qf  little  immediate  service  to 
me  for  want  of  mills  to  grind  it.  The  wind-mills  at 
this  season  of  the  year  do  very  little  service. 

I have  been  abundantly  supplied  with  cattle  for 
this  some  time  past,  though  my  issues  have  averaged 
about  17  head  per  diem— but  should  the  Indians  re- 
main with  us,  and  in  addition  to  the  quantities  of 
meat,  &.c.  issued  by  me,  continue  their  wanton  and 
extensive  depredations  on  cattle  of  all  descriptions, 
a short  period  will  put  an  end  to  our  supplies  of  this 
article.  I have  now  in  my  possession,  to  be  submit- 
ted to  brig-gen.  Proctor,  accounts  to  near  two  thou- 
sand pounds  for  working  oxen,  milch  cows,  sheep, 
hogs,  &c,  killed  by  Indians,  and  I presume  accounts 
to  at  least  as  much  more,  will  be  given  in  addition 
thereto.  Some  of  those  cattle  have  been  killed  with- 
out any  meat  having  been  taken  from  them  ; in  other 
instances  the  horn  and  tail  seem  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  shooting  down  the  animal — these  being  cut 

* The  former  was  burnt  by  the  Indians  in  the  skir- 
mish of  the  4th  October  at  the  Forks.  The  latter 
very  wontonly  by  a British  officer  on  the  Jth. 
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off,  the  carcase  is  left  to  to  the  do; 
to  about  14,000  rations  per  day,  can  a new  country 
like  this  supply  sufficient  provisions  for  our  con- 
sumption l The  commissary  general  cannot  expect 
from  rne  any  particular  accounts  of  the  resources  of 
the  country  under  such  circumstances.  I can  only 
say,  that  for  2000'  mei 
sions  for  s:x  mont 


In  addition  real  character  of  the  proffered  mediation  of  Russia, 
to  effect  a peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  It  may  be  useful  to  call  to  mind  the 
things  that  were  said,  in  the  most  wicked  manner, 
as  to  the  proposal,  acceptance  and  object  of  that 
^ interference;  not  with  a hope  to  reclaim  a wayward 
I could  easily  supply  provi- 1 party,  struggling  to  wade  through  falsehood  to 
in  conformity  to  general" orders,! power,  or  with  the  least  expectation  that  its  cheek 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  ult.  Since  then  i will  be  tinged  with  shame  at  an  exposition  of  its 
I have  been  feed  in  y about  15,000  troops,  Indians,  &c.|  conduct— but  to  put  our  fellow-citizens  on  their 
from  what  1 prcsvme  the  commander  of  the  forces  guard  hereafter,  and  assist  them  to  appreciate  those 
has  as  little  idea  of  the  provisions  required  for  this)  that  would  consider  an  honorable  peace  with  Great 
post,  as  others  seem  to  have  of  the  difficulties  to  be[  Britain  as  the  “heaviest  of  curses”  [see  page  311] 
surmounted  by  me,  and  the  immense  labor  to  be  per-}  if  “it  should  be  made  without  a change  of  our  rulers.” 
formed,  otherwise  I can  scarcely  suppose  that  li  Miserable  sinners !— they  call  themselves  of  the 
should  have  he  on  so  long’  without  more  assistance,  ‘‘peace  party.” 

I have  now  given  up  the  idea  of  making  up  mv  ac-1  1.  It  was  absolutely  denied  that  Russia  had  offered 
counts  till  assistance  as  required  by  me,  are  sent.  I 
find  such  difficulties  in  procuring  flour,  corn,  &c. 
sufficient  to  feed  such  hordes  of  savages , in  paying 
therefor,  and  money  to  do  so,  finding  materials  for 


her  mediation  at  all.  The  whole  was  declared  to  be 
a cheat  of  our  government,  to  amuse  and  gull  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  The  honor  of  several 
busy  personages  was  pledged  to  prove  this;  and 
all  departments  of  the  army  here,  that  the  business]  the  impudence  of  their  assertions  deceived  many  of 
of  the  day  is  more  than  sufficient  to  employ  the  our  citizens 


whole  of  the  time  of  myself  and  my  small  establish- 
ment. Hence. my  reason  for  applying  for  an  officer 
of  the  department  to  be  put  over  me.  I find  more 
expected  of  me  than  all  my  abilities  and  zeal  can 
peril  rm — my  accounts  getting  in  arrears,  and  the 
m ...er?..ble  prospect  before  me,  of  getting  embarrass- 
ed bey c act  the  possibility  of  extraction — of  perhaps 
involv  ing  myself  and  family  in  ruin  from  getting  so 
involved.  I was  in  hopes  that  as  a number  of  officers 
of  the  commissariat,  superior  to  me  in  rank,  and 
likely  in  abilities  and  practice,  had  arrived  from  En- 
gland— others  promoted  in  this  country — that  one  of 
them  might  have  been  sent  here  to  take  charge  of  a 
district  which  I consider  inferior  to  none  in  Canada 
in  point  of  responsibility  and  commissariat  duties. — 
At  the  same  time,  I should  be  far  from  wishing  more 
than  can  be  asked  with  propriety  or  granted  without 
ruining  mv  prospects  in  the  department,  after  15 
years  faithful  services. 

I am  very  happy  that  you  are  sending  me  a supply 
of  oats,  in  addition  to  the  30  barrels  mentioned  by 
you — I will  require  about  60,  provided  you  can  spare 
so  much.  I beg  to  be  informed  what  quantity  of 
that  article  is  issued  to  the  troops  in  your  district. — 
Brigadier-general  Proctor  requires  some  for  their 
horses,  though  I cannot  get  him  to  give  out  a gene- 
ral order  on  that  subject.  I have  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.  and  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  on  the  receival  thereof  I could  not  pay  the  ac- 
counts to  the  41st  regiment  on  account  of  the  pay- 
master, as  well  as  the  commanding  officer,  being 
at  the  fort  of  the  Rapids.  Since  their  return  I have 
been  prevented  from  making  payments  for  want  of 
‘money,  a supply  of  which  I hope  soon  to  receive  on 
a larger  scale  than  hitherto.  The  escort  of  dragoons 
with  the  4000  dollars  in  specie  has  not  yet  arrived. 

P.  S.  I sincerely  hope  that  the  transport  Mary  will 
soon  arrive  with more  flour — I am  really  out.  I have 
sent  Mr.  Reynolds  and  one  of  my  clerics  to  Detroit 
to  purchase  the  whole  of  the  flour  and  corn  that 
they  can  get  in  the  Michigan  territory  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Sandwich.  1 pay  $ j.O  per  bbl.  of 
196  lbs.  for  flour,  and  7s.  6d.  per  bushel  for  corn.  I 
understand  that  the  schooner  Ellen  is  to  be  sent  for 
provisions  to  Long  Point  in  a few  days.' 


2.  It  was  said,  a million  of  times  over,  and  be- 
lieved by  thousands,  from  the  mere  force  of  the  oft 
repeated  falsehood,  that  our  commissioners  had 
orders  leading  to  a secret  connection  with  Bonaparte 
— nay,  it  was  insinuated  that  they  had  really  gone 
out  to  meet  the  congress  at  Prague;  though  the 
events,  out  of  which  that  proposed  conference  grew, 
had  hardly  happened  in  Europe  before  the  appoint- 
ment was  made  in  America : all  this  was  said  and 
solemnly  declared  to,  though  Mv.  Bayard,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Madison,  hud  been  by  him  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners. 

3.  We  were  told,  over  and  over,  and  over  again, 
until,  perhaps,  they  who  made  the  story  almost  be- 
lieved it,  that  our  commissioners  had  never  been  re- 
cognized by  the  Russian  government — and  many 
carried  the  fraud  so  far  as  to  depose  that  they  had 
been  dismissed,  ordered  off,  and  treated  as  the  agents 
of  the  “tyrant  Napoleon.” 

Having  thus  pointed  out  some  of  the  things  thaL 
have  happened,  without  laying  claim  to  the  “fillet” 
we  venture  to  predict  the  course  that  will  be  pur- 
sued : 

Great  Britain  has  offered  to  negociate,  and  our 
government  [without  taking  time  to  consult  Bona- 
parte'] has  accepted  the  proposition.  The  business 
of  these  men  will  be  to  render  the  negociation  vain, 
if  it  be  possible,  by  deteriorating  from  and  belittleing 
[the  word  suits  the  idea]  the  resources  of  their  own 
country,  that  the  enemy  may  assume  a ground  we 
cannot  meet  him  upon  ; — that  the  “heaviest  op 
curses” — an  immediate  peace. — may  be  avoided. 

We  hope  the  effort  may  fail.  They  have  deceived 
the  British  ministry  so  often,  that  I do  not  think 
any  thing  else  than  open  rebellion  will  induce  the 
Guelpheun  cabinet  to  believe  they  are  in  earnest. 
Being  myself  a real  friend  of  peace,  I cure  not  where, 
when,  how,  or  by  whom  it  is  made  ; provided  only, 
it  be  an  honorable  peace — a peace  that  shall  secure 
the  great  principles  for  which  the  sword  was  re- 
luctantly drawn. — And  have  only  to  ad*],  that  go- 
vernment, always  misrepresented  as  the  enemy  of 
the  merchant,  is  entitled  to,  and  ought  to  receive, 
the  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  of  every  [honest] 
dealing  man  in  the  union*  for  the  promptitude  with 
which  it  laic]  before  the  public  the  state  of  our 


J0f  tfi#  GWfrt*  fri8n  f.el:lti0,}s!  matters  of  so  great  interest, 
' r yr'y-t  .that  every  one  mnrht  uidere  and  act  for  himself. 


G 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


j that  every  one  might  judge  and  act  for  himself. 
High  treason. — Two  persons  were  committed,  to 
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Russian  Mediation. — The  people  now  have  the  i Boston  jail  on  the  2d  mst.  charged  with  supply! 
Isaetfi  before  them  by  which  they  may  judge  the*  the  enemy  with  cattle. 
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Spies  caught. — A Mew-Haven  paper  of  January  5,  [have  vexed  his  conscience  with  the  sin  of  Httering 


says — Two  persons  have  been  detected  in  fort  Trum- 
bull, New-London,  as  spies,  (one  of  them  dressed  in 
a woman’s  apparel)  by  a private  in  the  fort.  They 
had  been  on  board  the  American  squadron  and  in 
fort  Griswold.  They  were  sent  on  board  the  frigate 
United  States.  The  one  in  woman’s  clothes  proves  to 
he  the  second-lieutenant  of  the  Families.  [We  have 
no  confirmation  of  this.] 

The  embargo. — In  ridicule  of  that  provision  in  the 
embargo  law  designed  to  prevent  a traffic  with  the 


it,  seeing  he  can  make  so  little  by  it.  As  to  the  cla- 
mor here,  it  is  “meat,  drink,  washing  and  lodging” 
to  many  that,  without  it,  could  not  make  a speech 
or  write  a paragraph — but  sir  George’s  brains  we 
had  hoped  were  better  stocked  with  ideas. 

A deserter. — Among  the  late  deserters  from  the 
Albion  is  an  Irishman,  who  said  “he  had  often  heard 
much  of  America,  and  guessed  he  would  take  a peep 
at  some  parts  of  it  before  he  returned  back  again.” 

Management.  If  we  could  believe  all  that  we 


enemy,  and  compel  that  honesty  which  patriotism  J see  in  the  papers,  it  would  appear,  that  Mr.  J\tadison 


could  not  inspire,  the  following  is  published  in 
Boston  newspaper  : we  preserve  it  as  a curiosity — 
Boston,  January  5. — The  following  is  a copy  of  a 
coaster’s  manifest,  hence  to  Welfleet,  under  the  pre- 
sent liberal  arrangement  of  our  penny  wise  govern- 
ment:— 170  lbs  beef,  1 barrel  flour,  1 hog,  6 bushels 
corn,  1 bbl.  apples,  1 bushel  dried  apples,  25  lbs. 
cheese,  20  lbs.  butter,  1-2  bushel  beans,  1 lb.  tea, 
1-2  lb.  pepper,  1-2  lb.  ginger,  2 lbs.  coffee,  2 lbs. 
chocolate  shells,  1 doz.  cabbages,  14  lbs.  candles, 
12  bushels  cranberries  (a  penny  biscuit  and  a 2 
copper  candle.) 

Retaliation. — Ten  of  the  warranted  officers  of 
the  Chesapeake  frigate,  having  been  released  from 
close  confinement  in  Halifax,  the  ten  British  officers 
who  were  closely  confined  in  Ipswich  jail,  in  retali- 
ation, have  been  likewise  released. 

Colonial  produce. — Very  large  quantities  of  su- 
gar and  coffee  have  lately  been  received  in  the 
eastern  ports,  through  “neutrals”  and  some  Ameri- 
can vessels,  from  Ilavanna,  St.  Bartholomews,  &c. 

British  traffic. — We  have  several  times  noticed 
the  active  trade  of  the  enemy  in  the  Chesapeake  in  the 
article  of  slaves,  kidnapped  or  enticed  from  their 
piasters,  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies  for  sale.  The 
law  of  Great  Britain  is  pointedly  against  such  intro- 
duction, but  the  officers  of  the  navy  ‘‘want  money  and 
must  have  it .”  The  governor  of  Afirginia  has  officially 
communicated  to  the  legislature  this  war  of  the 
enemy,  stating  the  fact  that  they  were  so  taken  pos- 
session of,  transported  and  sold.  He  recommends 
the  passing  of  a law  authorising  the  county  courts  to 
take  depositions  for  the  purpose  of  authenticating 
these  losses — as  “upon  the  termination  of  the  war, 
a rational  hope  may  be  indulged,  either  that  the 
enemy  will  be  made  to  compensate  for  those  injuries 
so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  civilized  warfare, 
or,  if  the  government  should  deem  it  wisest  With  a 
view  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  to  forbear  to  press 
the  point,  it  will  itself  indemnify  them.” 

Sir  George  Prevost. — The  general  order  of  this 
officer,  inserted  below,  has  excited  great  indigna- 
tion, and  met  with  the  reprehension  it  deserves.  It 
is  infamously  false.  France  is  not  “the  ally  of  the 
United  States.”  It  is  notorious,  that  even  that  good 
understanding  that  should  exist  between  all  nations 
at  peace  with  each  other,  does  not  belong  to  the 
two  countries.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  such  se- 
rious matters  in  dispute  with  her,  that,  though  she 
is  invulnerable  by  us,  we  should  have  declared  war 
against  her  long  ago  for  the  maintenance  of  princi- 
ples violated,  if  the  more  extensive  trespasses  on  the 
rights  of persons,  as  well  as  of  property,  by  her  enemy, 
Britain , had  not  compelled  us  first  to  try  to  “square 
the  yards”  with  the  latter.  This  is  perfectly  known 
to  sir  George — and  also,  that  at  this  time,  instead  of 
of  our  being  in  an  alliance  with  France  we  are  nearer 
to  a state  of  war  against  her  : and  so  have  been  for 
years.  But  this  is  the  old  clamor  of  prejudice — 
another  British  general,  Benedict  Arnold,  had  the 
Aonor  first  to  cry  out  “French  influence ■/*  and  we 
think,  if  the  baronet  knew  how  stale  and  unprofitable 
that  stuff  has  become  amongst  us,  he  would  not 


had  induced  lord  Castlereagli  to  send  out  the  Bram- 
ble with  depatches,  just  that  he  [the  president] 
might  effect  another  loan  ! Certainly  his  lordship  is 
a very  obliging  gentleman  ! 

Direct  tax.  rHie  stake  of  Kentucky  has  assumed 
the  payment  of  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax.  Virginia 
has  done  so  like-wise. 

British  Courtesy!  A Boston  paper  says — “AVe 
understand  that  on  Christmas  night,  captain  Hayes, 
of  the  Majestic,  sent  a very  polite  card  ashore  to  the 
ladies  at  Provincetown,  informing  them  that  he 
should  give  a genteel  ball  that  evening,  on  board  his 
ship,  and  hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  their  compa-. 
ny.”  But  the  ladies  declined  the  invitation. 

South  western  frontier.  The  accounts  from 
Mobile  are  contradictory.  AVhile  some  say  that  a 
large  British  [land]  force  has  arrived  at  Pensacola, 
and  united  itself  to  the  savages  ; others  report,  the 
enemy  have  no  troops  at  all,  and  that  their  vessels 
are  badly  manned.  The  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
probable.  The  whole  coast  is  closely  blockaded., 

American  bankruptcy.  The  United  States  stocks 
are  selling  in  London  at  ten  per  cent,  above  par , and 
vast  quantities  are  ordered,  or  about  to  be  sent  there. 
How  much  above  par  would  the  British  stocks  bring 
in  our  money  market  ? AVe  care  not  how  much  oi 
our  stocks  go  to  Europe,  but  hope  the  marshals  and 
their  deputies  will  keep  a sharp  look  out  for  the 
precious  metals,  which  the  avarice  of  many  may 
tempt  them  to  export,  contrary  to  law — they  are  at 
30  or  40 percent,  advance,  in  Great  Britain. 

Baltimore  vessels.  A very  large  portion  of  the 
honest  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States,  for  some 
time  past,  has  been  carried  on  in  Baltimore  vessels, 
under  the  “striped  bunting .”  During  the  last  week  or 
ten  days, there  was  entered  on  the  coffee  house  books, 
notices  of  tlie  safe  arrival  of  from  three  to  six  vessels 
a day,  for  several  days,  with  valuable  cargoes.  These 
wonderfully  constructed  schooners  cannot  easily  be 
taken,  if  not  over-loaded,  if  they  have  sea-room  and 
are  uncrippled,  and  properly  managed.  Since  the 
war  we  have  lost  but  four  of  our  privateers — one  of 
them  was  land-locked  and  taken  in  the  Chesapeake 
bnv — one  was  captured  after  a severe  gale  in  which 
which  she  had  suffered  much — one  was  given  up  by 
cowardice,  and  the  other  was  taken  for  want  of  £ 
good  look-out.  They  go  where  they  please  ; they 
chase  and  come  up  with  every  thing  they  see,  and 
run  away  at  pleasure.  What  would  be  the  effect  ol 
thirty  or  forty  of  these  vessels  (commanded  by  per- 
sons accustomed  to  sail  them)  let  loose  on  the  enemy’s 
commerce,  to  destroy;  under  direction  of  the  navy 
department  ? 

Our  resources. — Those  who  doubt  the  ability  of 
the  United  States  to  extinguish  the  war  debts,  are 
invited  to  look  at  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  land-office  for  the  amazingly  valuable  capital  we 
possess,  in  addition  to  all  the  other  means  of  raising 
a revenue,  common  to  nations.  On  some  of  the  lands 
of  which  that  respectable  gentleman'  speaks,  sugar, 
of  a superb  quality,  has  been  raised  by  the  Indians, 
and  exhibited  at  Mew- Orleans.  All  this  sort  of  lands 
and  there  appears  a very  large  quantity  of  it,  if  pro,- 
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peril  taken  care  of,  will  bring  from  1 to  300$  per  acre, 
in  a very  little  time.  Oar  country  is  full  of  money 
•—the  legislatures  of  JYcw  York  and  Pennsylvania  are 
asked  to  charter  about  a half  a hundred  of  banks, 
with  good  solid  capitals.  The  whole  amount  of  mo- 
ney, at  this  time  petitioned  (to  congress  and  the 
several  state  legislatures)  to  be  invested  in  stocks, 
is  about  60  millions. 

Gen.  Hci.l. — The  court  for  the  trial  of  gen.  Hull 
met  at  Albany,  and  was  organized,  as  appointed  by 
the  secretary  of  war.  The  general  did  not  object  to 
any  of  the  members.  The  trial  will  be  very  tedious. 
Many  of  the  witnesses  did  not  appear. 

The  peace  rumors. — Several  correspondents  have 
asked  the  editor  his  opinion  of  the  prospect  of  peace. 
That  opinion  would  be  worth  little,  if  he  could  give 
one,  which  he  confesses  himself  unable  to  do.  He 
hopes  that  a looking  for  that  blessing,  may  not  relax 
the  exertions  to  win  it. 

British  naturalization. — London,  Oct.  18.  On 
Tuesday,  52  Dutchmen,  volunteers  for  the  7th  batta- 
lion of  the  60th  regiment,  marched  into  Edinburgh 
castle.  This  battalion  which  is  to  serve  in  Canada 
is  to  be  augmented  to  1500  men  ; and  we  under- 
stand, have  given  orders  to  enlist  Dutchmen  as  well 
as  Germans,  for  it  at  all  the  depot  in  the  kingdom. 

Adjutant- gener  a?  s office , head  quarters, 

Montreal  12 th  December , 1813. 

General  order. — His  excellency  the  governor  in 
chief  and  commander  of  the  forces  has  to  announce 
to  the  troops  under  his  command,  that  he  lias  receiv- 
ed a communication  from  major  general  Wilkinson, 
commanding  a division  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  order  of  his  government,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract. 

“ The  government  of  the  United  States  adhering 
unalterably  to  the  principle  and  purpose  declared  in 
the  communication  of  general  Dearborn  to  you,  on 
the  subject  of  the  twenty-three  American  soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war,  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  as  crimi- 
nals ; and  the  confinement  of  a like  number  of  Bri- 
tish soldiers,  prisoners  of  war,  selected  to  abide  the 
fate  of  the  former,  has,  in  consequence  of  the  step 
taken  by  the  British  government,  as  now  communi- 
cated, ordered  forty-six  British;  officers  into  close 
confinement,  and  they  will  not  be  discharged  from 
their  confinement  until  it  shall  be  known  that  the 
forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  in  question  are  no  longer  confined.” 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  use  any  argument  to  re- 
fute an  assumption  so  extravagant,  unjust,  and  un- 
precedented, as  to  deny  the  right  of  a free  nation  to 
bring  to  legal  trial,  in  a due  course  of  law,  her  own 
natural  bom  subjects  taken  in  the  actual  commission 
of  the  most  henious  offence  that  man  can  commit  a- 
gainst  his  king,  his  country,  and  his  God  that  of  rais- 
ing his  parricidal  arm  against  his  allegiance  to  his 
countrymen,  by  leaguing  with  their  enemies,  a crime 
held  in  such  abhorrence  by  every  civilized  nation  in 
Europe,  that  summary  death  by  the  law  martial  is  its 
avowed  reward,  and  is  inflicted  with  unrelenting  se- 
verity by  France  the  ally  of  the  United  States.  This 
pretension  must  appear  to  every  unprejudiced  and 
upright  mind,  as  iniquitous  and  unjust,  as  is  the  re- 
taliation whiph  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  adopted,  by  placing  in  close  confinement  three 
and  twenty  British  soldiers,  as  hostagas  for  unequal 
number  of  infamous  wretches,  the  unworthy  off- 
springs of  Great  Britain  ; who,  when  drawn  from 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  solicited  to  be  suffered  to 
expiate  their  treason  by  turning  their  arms  against 
their  recent  employers.  These  rebels  have,  with  the 
contempt  they  merit,  been  consigned  to  tbe  infamy 
and  punishment  that  await  them  from  the  just  laws 
of  their  offended  country  ; while  the  government  of 


the  United  States  does  not  blush  to  claim  these  out- 
cast traitors  as  their  own,  and  outrage  the  custom, 
of  civilized  war,  in  the  persons  of  honorable  men, 
by  placing  them  on  a par  with  rebels  and  deserters^ 

No  alternative  remains  to  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  king,  his 
country  and  his  fellow  soldiers,  but  to  order  all  the 
American  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  without  ex- 
ception of  rank,  to  be  immediately  placed  in  close 
confinement  as  hostages  for  the  forty-six  British  offi- 
cers so  confined,  by  the  express  commands  of  the 
supreme  authority  in  that  country,  until  the  number 
of  forty-six  be  completed,  over  and  above  those  in 
confinement. 

His  excellency  directs  that  this  general  order,  to- 
gether with  that  issued  on  the  27th  Oct.  be  read  to 
the  troops,  that  the  British  soldiers  may  be  sensible 
of  the  terms  on  which  America  has  determined  to 
wage  this  war  ; confident,  that  he  will  meet  them 
with  proper  spirit  and  indignation  ; for  should  he  be- 
come the  prisoner  of  a foe  so  regardless  of  those 
laws  which  for  ages  have  governed  civilized  nations 
in  war,  he  would  be  doomed  to  a rigorous  confine- 
ment, and  that  perhaps  only  preparatory  to  a more 
savage  scene. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjutant  general  B.  N.  A. 

MILITARY. 

The  Creeks . We  have  no  late  important  particu- 
lars of  the  war  with  the  Creeks.  We  apprehend  that 
the  pursuit  of  them  has  been  retarded  from  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service  of  a considerable 
part  of  tl>e  Tennessee  militia.  It  appears,  however, 
that  some  volunteers  had  marched  to  join  Jackson, 
and  that  active  operations  might  soon  recommence. 
General  Floyd,  recovering  of  his  wounds,  was  ex- 
pected to  resume  the  command  of  the  Georgians. 
One  account  says,  that  3000  warriors  of  the  friendly 
Creeks  had  rendezvoused  at  Co\uetaiv , to  act  as  di- 
rected. 

It  is  stated  that  brigadier-general  Parker , of  the 
U.  S.  army,  is  to  have  the  command  at  Norfolk. 

Certain  British  vessels  lying  off’  Pensacola  have 
undertaken  to  interdict  all  intercourse  with  that  port 
and  every  place  to  the  westward  of  it.  They  cap- 
ture every  tiling — Spanish  vessels,  as  well  as  others. 
It  is  stated  they  have  proposed  to  send  two  regiments 
of  black  troops  to  help  in  the  defence  of  that  place. 
It  is  also  said  that  the  Big  Warrior  has  defeated  the 
rebels  [Indians]  in  a general  engagement,  many  of 
whom  have  fled  to  Pensacola  for  refuge.  The  Big 
Warrior  is  a friendly  Creek. 

THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER. 

We  confined  ourselves  for  two  weeks  to  a brief  no- 
tice of  the  facts  and  reports  that  had  reached  us 
from  the  Niagara  frontier,  as  well  of  the  difficulty 
to  ascertain  what  was  truth,  as  from  the  desire  of  at 
once  presenting  a regular  detail  of  events.  The 
following  brief  summary,  with  the  documents  annex- 
ed, will  preserve  the  history  of  this  disgraceful  and 
calamitous  descent  of  the  enemy. 

The  evacuation  of  fort  George  and  burning  of  New- 
ark lias  already  been  stated,  and  is  further  account- 
ed for  below.  On  the  eighteenth  of  Dec.  gen.  JWClurc, 
at  Buffalo,  addressed  a proclamation  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Niagara,  GenneSsee  and  Chetauque  coun- 
ties calling  upon  them  to  take  up  arms,  as  an  attack 
upon  Niagara  would  be  made  [see  the  note  below.* 

*To  the  inhabitants  of  Niagara,  Genncsee  and 
Chetauque. 

The  present  crisis  is  truly  alarming.  The  enemy 
are  preparing  to  invade  our  frontier,  and  let  their  sa- 
vages loose  upon  your  families  and  property.  It  is 
now  in  your  power  to  avoid  that  evil,  by  repairing  to 
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On  the  nineteenth,  about  3 o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  British  after  several  days  notorious  preparation, 
crossed  the  Niagara  river  with  a force  variously 
stated,  but  perhaps,  amounting  to  about  1200  regu- 
lars, 200  militia  and  200.  Indians.  They  landed  at 
rive  Mile  Meadows,  without  opposition,  being  un- 
seen. A detachment  under  col.  Murray  immediate- 
ly marched  to  fort  Niagara — a discharge  of  small 
arms  was  heard  fora  little  space,  but  soon  the  royal 
salute  of  21  guns  proclaimed  the  complete  surprize 
or  vile  treachery  of  the  officers  of  that  garrison. — 
The  commandant,  capt.  Leonard,  was  absent — he 
deft  his  post  late  at  night — the  main  gate,  [it  is  said 
and  we  believe  it]  was  left  open.  Who  opened  it  ? — 
This  gate  had  always  (as  well  in  the  day  as  the  night) 
been  kept  closed,  except  for  the  moment  when  a hea- 
vy carriage  was  entering,  at  which  time  a responsi- 
ble officer  attended.  The  gate  must  have  been  open- 
ed late  at  night ; it  could  not  have  been  so  when  the 
garrison  went  to  sleep.  We  shall  not  make  the  re- 
marks on  this  matter  that  the  thing  appears  to  de- 
serve. 

Very  soon  after  the  salute  was  fired,  a party  of  the 
enemy  appeared  at  Lewiston,  at  which  place  was 
stationed  30  or  40  militia,  with  a field  piece.  It  does 
not  appear  that  they  done  much  for  the  defence  of 
the  place  ; to  which,  indeed,  their  force  was  incom- 
petent. A general  flight  ensued — the  indians  enter- 
ed, and  began  to  plunder,  to  burn  and  to  MURDER. 
A letter  to  the  editor  says  “they  killed  at  and  near 
Lewiston,  eight  or  ten  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
when  found,  were  all  scalped,  with  the  exception  of 

Lewiston,  Schlosser  and  Buffalo.  Every  man  who  is 
able  to  bear  arms  is  not  only  invited  but  required  to 
repair  to  the  above  rallying  points,  for  a few  days, 
until  a detachment  of  militia  arrives.  The  enemy 
are  now  laying  waste  their  own  country,  every  man 
who  does  not  take  up  arms  or  who  is  disposed  to  re- 
main neutral,  is  inhumanly  butchered,  his  property 
plundered  and  his  buildings  destroyed.  Informa- 
tion has  just  been  received,  that  six  or  eight  of 
their  most  respectable  inhabitants  between  fort 
George  and  Queenston,  have  fallen  victims  to  their 
barbarity.  Every  man  in  the  province  is  required  to 
take  up  arms,  and  he  that  refuses  is  wantonly  butch- 
ered. What  then  fellow-citizens,  have  you  to  expect 
from  such  an  enemy,  should  they  invade  your  fron- 
tier ? Think  of  the  consequences  ; be  not  lulled  in- 
to a belief,  that  because  you  reside  a few  miles  from 
the  river,  that  you  are  secure  : No,  fellow-citizens, 
the  place  to  meet  them  is  on  the  beach.  Then  you 
will  have  it  in  your  power  to  chastise  them ; but 
should  they  be  suffered  to  penetrate  into  the  interior 
with  their  savages,  the  scene  will  be  horrid  ! 

If,  then,  you  love  your  country  and  are  determin- 
ed to  defend  its  rights — if  you  love  your  families  and 
are  determined  to  protect  them — if  you  value  your 
property,  and  are  determined  to  preserve  it — you  will 
fly  to  your  arms  and  hasten  to  meet  the  enemy, 
should  they  dare  to  set  foot  on  our  shores. 

CC/’Since  the  above  was  prepared,  I have  received 
itnelligence  from  a credible  inhabitant  from  Canada, 
(who  has  just  escaped  from  thence,)  that  the  enemy 
are  concentrating  all  their  forces  and  boats  at  fort 
George,  and  have  fixed  upon  to-morrow  night  for  at- 
tacking fort  Niagara — and  should  they  succeed,  they 
will  lay  waste  our  whole  frontier.  In  that  case,  our 
supply  of  arms,  which  are  deposited  at  fort  Niagara, 
will  be  cutoff:  Therefore  all  who  have  arms,  ac- 

coutrements or  ammunition,  will  do  well  to  bring 
them,  and  all  who  have  horses  will  come  mounted. 

CEO.  M‘CLURE,  brig.  gen. 

Commanding  Niagara  frontier. 
Head-quarters,  Buff  do,  I) as.  18,  1813. 


one  whose  head  was  cut  off ; their  bodies  were  in  a 
mangled  state ; one  -with  his  entrails  taken  out , and' 
heart  missing  ; the.  bodies  were  stripped  and  a part 
of  them  buried ; umong  the  bodies  found  was  that  of 
a boy  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  stripped  and  scalped.” 

As  they  approached  the  Tuscarora  [Indian]  vil- 
lage, the  indians  turned  out  for  defence  of  their 
homes,  and  killed  one  of  the  enemy  indians — this 
made  a little  pause,  but  the  enemy’  soon  fired  the 
houses,  and  destroyed  the  whole.  They  also  butch- 
ered some  of  the  flying  inhabitants  here.  They  then 
went  on  to  Manchester , which  they  burnt,  with  the 
valuable  mills  and  other  buildings  belonging  to  A. 
Porter,  Esq.  also  Youngstown  and  all  the  farm  houses 
adjacent,  always  excepting  the  houses  of  their  par- 
ticular friends.  They  wantonly  destroyed  every 
thing  they  could — shooting  down  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  and  swine,  and  suffering  them  to  lie  where 
they  fell.  The  whole  number  of  houses  destroyed 
amounted  to  about  100.  One  account  says  that  the 
United  States  stores  in  the  arsenal  on  the  i Ridge  Road 
were  saved — another  informs  us  that  they  were  de- 
stroyed by  our  people. 

After  those  scenes  in  the  neighborhood  of  fort 
Niagara , the  enemy  marched  up  to  Buffalo,  which 
they  also  burnt.  See  gen.  Hall’s  letters.  They  com- 
mitted many  murders  there,  but  saved  the  house  of 
the  famous  Pomeroy.  They  destroyed  three  small 
schooners  at  Black  Rock , and  in  fact  swept  the  coun- 
try for  some  miles  in  the  interior,  from  Niagara  to 
Buffalo,  the  extreme  points  of  the  river.  Report 
adds  that  a detachment  had  marched  for  Erie,  for 
the  purpose  of  burning  that  part  of  the  lake  fleet 
that  lies  there  ; and  we  fear  they  will  have  effected 
it.  The  most  valuable  part  of  the  squadron,  we  be- 
lieve, is  at  the  head  of  the  lake ; and  safe  for  the 
present. 

The  events  call  up  many  reflections  on  the  ma- 
nagement on  our  part  and  the  barbarity  of  the  enemy. 
We  may  advert  to  them  hereafter.  We  cannot, 
however,  fail  to  express  our  detestation  of  those 
who  justify  these  cruelties  by  the  conflagration  of 
Newark — for  they  have  thought  it  right  to  burn  Hu- 
vre-de- Grace,  Frenchtown,  Georgetown  and  Frede- 
ricktown  ; and,  as  I live,  I believe  lamented  that  Bal- 
timore, the  third  city  of  the  union,  had  not  shared 
the  same  fate.  But  we  will  not  be  discouraged — the 
allied  savages  shall  yet  be  beaten. 

OT/'There  are  accounts  from  Erie  of  the  4th  inst. 
Early  information  had  been  received  there  of  the 
events  on  the  Niagara  ; preparations  were  made  to 
meet  the  epemy,  and  the  alarm  had  subsided  as  the 
means  of  meeting  the  foe  were  rendered  efficient.  It 
is  a long  and  dreary  march  from  Buffalo  to  Erie ; 
and  from  what  we  hear  we  wish  the  enemy  may  have 
went  forward.  Our  vessels  were  so  moored  in  the 
harbor  as  to  present  a battery  of  20  guns  each  way  ; 
and  the  ice  had  been  broken  around  them.  Volun- 
teers had  prepared  to  march  from  Ohio,  some  went 
from  Pittsburg.  A force  will  be  stationed  there  for 
the  present.  The  neighboring  Pennsylvanians  turn- 
ed out  with  great  spirit,  at  the  requisition  of  major- 
general  Mead. 

The  following  British  account  of  these  events 
may  serve  to  cap  the  whole — 

From  the  Plattsburgh^  Republican— Jan.  1. 

Oj'We  stop  the  press  to  copy  the  following  from  a 
handbill  printed  at  Montreal  on  Tuesday  morning, 
December  28. 

“ Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  of  high  rank 
in  thejarmy  to  his  friend  in  this  city,dated  Queenston, 
December  19,  1813. 

“ I have  the  happiness  to  acquaint  you  that  fort 
Niagara  was  taken  by  assault  an  hour  before  daylight 
this  mqrning'.  Col.  Murray  commanded  the  atom. 
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iiig  party,’  which  consisted  of  the  100th  regiment, 
('the  prince  regent’s  own  Irish  heroes)  the  grenadiers, 
the  9lh  royal  and  flank  companies  of  the  41st.  Our 
loss  has  been  but  trifling — lieutenant  Newland  of 
the  100th  grenadiers,  killed  ; colonel  Murray  wound- 
ed through  the  wrist,  and  perhaps  half  a dozen  other 
casualties  : the  quantity  of  ordinance,  stores,  am- 
munition, provisions  kc.  found  in  the  place  is  very 
great : 3000  stand  of  arms  50,000£  worth  of  cloth- 
ing are  among  the  articles  : the  remainder  of  the 
troops,  with  the  whole  of  the  western  Indians,  who 
had  been  passed  over  to  support  the  attack,  imme- 
diately after  ascertaining  the  success  of  colonel  Mur- 
ray’s column,  moved  towards  Lewiston  to  attack 
the  heights  on  which  the  enemy  had  planted  some 
heavy  guns,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
Queenston  in  ashes  : both  heights  and  Lewiston 
were,  however  precipitately  abandoned  on  the  ad- 
vance of  general  Rial’s  column  : a war-whoop  from 
500  of  the  most  savage  Indians  (winch  they  gave 
just  at  day  light,  on  hearing  of  the  success  of  the 
attack  at  fort  Niagara)  made  the  enemy  take  to  their 
heels  and  our  troops  are  in  pursuit — we  shall  not  stop 
until  we  have  cleared  the  whole  frontier.  The  Indi- 
ans are  retaliating  the  conflagration  of  Newark — not 
a house  within  my  sight  but  is  in  flames — this  is  a me- 
lancholy but  just  retaliation. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  late  descent  of  the  enemy  on  our  frontier,  and  the  horrid  out- 
rages committed  on  our  defenceless  inhabitants  by  British  allies,  be- 
ing laid  to  my  misconduct  as  commanding  officer  of  the  American 
forces  on  this  frontier,  and  altho’  my  conduct  has  been  approved  by 
the  Sec.  at  War,  the  jcommander’in  chief  of  this  state,  and  by  major 
gen.  Harrison,  before  bis  departure,  still  I deem  it  a duty  which  1 
owe  to  my  own  reputation,  in  order  to  put  a stop  to  the  evil  reports 
which  are  progated  against  me,  without  knowing  my  orders,  or  the 
means  which  I had  in  my  power  to  execute  them,  to  give  a brief 
statement  of  my  most  prominent  acts  since  I have  had  the  honor  of 
so  important  a command. 

On  my  arrival  at  Fort  George,  and  previous  to  the  departure  of 
general  Wilkinson  with  his  army  from  that  post.  I suggested  to  the 
general  the  necessity  of  marching  out  against  the  enemy  at  Cross 
Roads  and  Four  Mile  Creek;  that  his  army,  with  the  addition  of  my 
militia  were  sufficient  to  take  or  destroy  all  the  Britisli  forces  in 
that  neighborhood,  which  would  leave  nothing  more  for  the  militia 
to  do  than  to  protect  and  keep  in  order  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  the  Province,  as  otherwise  our  frontier  would  be  liable  to  be  in- 
vadetl.  This  proposition,  however,  was  not  agreed  to,  as  the  gener- 
al’s instructions  were  of  a different  nature.  The  general  left  with 
me  col.  Scott  and  800  regulars,  who  were  to  remain  until  I consider- 
ed my  force  sufficient  to  hold  the  Fort  without  them,  when  they  were 
to  march  to  Sachet’s  harbor. 

About  the  12th  of  October,  the  British  army  commenced  their  re- 
treat towards  the  head  of  the  Lake.  I issued  orders  for  my  militia 
to  pursue,  which  was  promptly  obeyed.  We  advanced  as  far  as  the 
Twelve  Mile  Creek,  and  within  a short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  rear 
guard,  when  Col.  Scott  sent  and  express  requesting  me  to  return, 
and  said  that  he  would  abandou  the  Fort  the  next  day,  and  march 
with  his  troops  to  Sachet’s  Harbor,  and  at  the  same  time  detained  my 

S revisions  and  ammunition  waggons,  which  compelled  me  to  ahan- 
on  the  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  induced  them  to  make  a 
stand  on  the  heights  of  Burlington.  I was  then  left  with  about  1000 
effective  militia  in  Fort  George,  and  250  Indians,  a force  not  more 
than  sufficient  to  garrison  that  post.  On  the  arrival  of  general  Har- 
rison’s army,  I was  elated  with  the  prospect  of  uniting  our  forces,  of 
driving  the  enemy  from  Burlington,  taking  possession  of  that  post, 
and  giving  peace  to  the  Upper  Province  and  our  frontier.  We  were 
prepared  to  march  in  24  hours,  when  the  arrival  of  Commodore 
Chauncey,  with  orders  for  that  excellent  officer,  gen.  Harrison,  to  re- 
pair immediately  with  his  army  to  Sachet’s  Harbor.  I remonstrated 
against  his  going  off,  as  will  he  seen  in  a correspondence  between 
the  general  and  myself:  hut  in  vain.  By  which  movement  all  my 
expectations  were  blasted,  and  I foresaw  the  consequences,  unless  a 
reinforcement  was  immediately  sent  on  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
draf  ted  militia  whose  term  of  service  would  shortly  expire.  I consid- 
ered my  force  which  had  become  ungovernable,  as  then  insufficient 
to  go  against  the  enemy.  The  object  of  the' Last  expedition  to  the 
Twenty  Mile  Creek  is  fully  explained  in  the  general  order  which  I 
issued  on  my  return. 

For  six  weeks  before  the  militia  were  discharged  I wrote,  and  con- 
tinued writing,  to  the  secretary  at  war  the  necessity  of  sending  on 
a detachment  of  militia  or  regular  troops;  that  I found  it  impossi- 
ble to  retain  the  militia  in  service  one  day  beyond  their  term;  I also 
stated,  from  the  best  information,  the  enemy’s  forces.  I offered  a 
bounty  of  two  dollars  per  month,  for  one  or  two  months,  but  without 
effect.  Some  few  of  col.  Bloom’s  regiment  took  the  bounty,  and  im- 
mediately disappeared,  and  I was  compelled  to  grant  a discharge  to 
the  militia  and  volunteers,  which  left  me  with  about  sixty  effective 
regulars  of  the  24th  U.  S.  infantry  under  captain  Rodgers,  to  garri- 
son Fort  George.  I summoned  a council  of  the  officers,  and  put  the 
question  -—■•‘Is  this  fort  tenable  with  the  present  n timber  of  men?” 
They  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  mad- 


ness in  the  extreme  to  pretend  to  hold  it  and  recommended  its  evac- 
uation immediately,  as  the  enemy’s  advance  was  then  within  eight 
miles.  I accordingly  gave  orders  for  all  the  arms,  ammunition  and 
public  stores  of  every  description  to  lie  sent  across  the  river,  which 
was  principally  effected,  though  the  enemy  advanced  so  rapidly  that 
ten  of  my  men  were  made  prisoners,  and  ordered  the  town  of  New- 
ark to  he  burnt.  This  act,  however  distressing  to  the  inhabitants 
and  to  my  feelings,  w as  by  an  order  of  the  secretary  at  war,  and  I 
believe  at  tiie  same  time  proper.  The  inhabitants  had  twelve  hours 
notice  to  remove  their  effects  and  such  as  chose  to  come  across  the 
river,  were  provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

I left  captain  Leonard  in  the  command  of  Fort  Niagara  with  a- 
bout  160  effective  regulars,  and  pointed  out  verbally  and  particu- 
larly in  a general  order  how  he  should  prepare  for  an  attack,  which 
would  certainly  take  place  I stationed  Col.  Grieves’  artillerists, 
consisting  of  about  80  men  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  at  Lewiston, 
under  the  command  of  major  Rennet  and  made  them  a present  of 
four  hundred  dollars  for  volunteering  their  services  for  three  weeks; 
but  before  that  place  was  attacked  they  nearly  all  deserted,  except 
the  officers,  who  bravely  defended  themselves  and  cut  their  way 
through  the  savages.  The  Canadian  volunteers,  about  40  in  num- 
ber, under  major  Mallory,  an  officer  of  great  merit.  I stationed  at 
Sclilosser,  and  v^nt  myself  to  Buffalo, to  provide  for  the  safety  of  that 
place  and  B!ack*Rock,  w hich  I trust  is  out  of  danger,  having  called 
out  the  militia  of  Niagara  cn  masse. 

The  public  are  new  in  possession  of  some  of  the  leading  facts 
which  have  governed  my  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  as- 
signed me,  and  I appeal  to  the  candor  of  every  dispassionate  man  t<» 
determine  with  what  justice  my  feelings  as  a citizen,  and  pride  as  a 
soldier,  have  been  wounded,  and  my  character  aspersed.  If  insubor- 
dination to  the  orders  of  superiors  are  justifiable,  then  possibly  I may 
have  failed  in  my  defence.  If  to  have  suppressed  the  risings  of  mu- 
tiny is  reprehensible,  then  also  am  I not  justified.  If  to  have  enfor- 
ced the  disciplinary  laws  of  a camp  is  a proceeding  unwarranted4 
then  have  I been  in  error.  But  fellow  citizens,  I do  not  think  so 
meanly  of  you,  as  to  credit  the  monstrous  supposition,  that  you  will 
deliberately  advocate  such  strange  hypotheses.  Your  prejudices  a- 
gainst  me  have  been  the  result  of  feelings  misled  by  the  acts  of  my 
enemies,  and  not  the  result  of  your  sober  judgment,  operating  upon 
facts  and  principles.  Those  facts  are  now  before  you.  On  those 
facts,  judge  me  in  your  candor  and  I will  abide  the  decision. 

GEO.  M’CLURE. 

The  follow  ing  is  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  Gen. 
M’Ciure  and  Gen.  Harrison,  alluded  to  in  the  defence  of  General 
M’Clure. 

h'rom  General  M’Clure  to  General  Harrison. 

Fort  George,  Nov.  15, 1813. 

DEAR  SIR, 

The  subject  of  our  conversation  this  morning  lias  occupied  my 
most  serious  reflections.  The  deadly  blow  heretofore  given  to  the 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  on  this  frontier,  has  prepared  them  for 
murmurs  and  complaints;  those  who  are  now  on  their  march, 
have  left  their  homes  and  their  business,  under  great  sacrifices,  with 
the  moral  certainty  of  being  brought  into  action.  The  last  address 
which  I issued  under  your  directions,  and  which  I am  happy  to  find 
has  met  your  approbation,  gives  them  reasons  Ibr  indulging  the  ex- 
pectation of  sew  ice,  and  they  are  anxious  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
their  borders  forever.  The  high  character  of  General  Harrison, 
combined  with  these  circumstances,  has  excited  strong  interest  in 
the  public  mind  relative  to  our  operations. 

In  this  peculiar  situation  of  affairs,  I feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  gal- 
lant volunteers  and  Militia,  who  are  assembled  and  collectiyg,  and 
to  my  own  reputation,  most  respectfully  to  solicit,  that  if  it  is  not 
incompatible  with  your  instructionsjand  your  better  judgment,  you 
will  not  abandon  our  projected  expedition  against  Burlington 
Heights.  Such  is  the  anxious  w ish  of  theMilitia,  and  I have  no  doubt 
the  soldiers  under  your  command  are  equally  if  not  more  desirous  of 
the  employment.  ( 

My  anxiety  on  the  subject,  I trust,  will  excuse  the  appearance  of 
any  disrespect  in  making  this  communication  which  certainly  is  far 
from  my  feelings.  My  confidence  in  the  valor,  ability  and  prudence 
of  General  Harrison,  will  dispose  me  most  cheerfully  to  submit  to 
any  arrangement  he  may  be  bound  to  make,  however  great  may 
he  my  disappointment  in  their  result. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  vouv  obt.  servt. 

GEO.  M’CLURE. 

Maj.  Gen.  Harrison. 

Head-Oiiarf.crs,  ’Newark,  Nov.  15,1813. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Your  letter  to  me  of  this  morning,  has  been  received,  I feel  most 
severely  the  weight  of  the  reasons  which  you  urge  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  intended  expedition  to  Burlington.  The  disappoint- 
ment however  to  the  brave  and  patriotic  men,  who  have  turned  out 
under  the  expectation  of  serving  their  country  effectually  in  the 
field  at  this  inclement  season,  is  the  most  painf  ul  circumstance  at- 
tending it,  as  I am  well  convinced  from  the  information  received 
this  morning,  and  last  evening  that  the  enemy  are  removing  as  fast 
as  possible  from  the  head  of  the  lake  to  Kingston,  which  lias  been 
left  with  a very  small  part  of  the  force  that  was  lately  there,  and  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  should  w e advance  in  force,  the  enemy 

having  but  now- effective  men  at  Burlington,  would  destroy  the 

stores  which  they  have  remaining  there,  and  retreat  too  rapidly  to 
he  overtaken  ; tin  re  are  considerations  however,  wide  h would  make 
it  extremely  desirable  to  make  an  exhibition  of  force  in  that  quar- 
ter, hut  the  orders  I have  received  from  the  secretary  at  war,  leaves 
me  no  alternative.  Com.  Chauncey  is  extremely  pressing  that  the 
troops  should  immediately  embark, declaring  that  the  navigation  ar 
this  season  to  small  vessels  is  very  dangerous. — The  force  at  Sac- 

ket’s  Harbour  is .The  troops  at  York  are  all  hastening  down  to 

Kingston. Sacket’s  Ilarhor  may  he  endangered  by  even  a de- 

lay oi  a few  days;  and  should  the  troops  that  are  litre,  novget  down 
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before  the  lake  is  frozen,  our  fleet  may  be  destroyed  for  the  want  of 
their  aid.  I cannot  therefore  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
of  delaying  their  going  down  even  a day.  Will  you  be  so  good,  at 
a proper  time,  as  to  explain  the  above  circumstances  to  the  patriots 
who  left  their  homes  with  the  intention  of  assisting  me  todrivfe  the 
enemy  far  from  our  borders,  and  assure  them,  that  I shall  ever  re- 
collect with  the  warmest  gratitude,  the  partiality  they  have  been 
pleased  to  express  tor  me  and  their  preference  of  serving  under  my 
command.  ' 

I will  direct  payment  to  be  made  to  the  volunteers  for  rations 
and  forage  in  coming  out. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  liappiness,  and  be- 
lieve me  sincerely  your  friend, 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Gen.  M’Clure. 

Head-Quarters,  Newark,  Nov.  15,  1813. ! 

DR. SIR— Being  ordered  to  return  to  the  westward,  you  will  be! 
pleased  to  resume  the  command,  which  you  received  previously  to 
ray  arrival  at  this  place.  The  orders  which  you  lieretofore  have  re- 
ceived will  govern  you.  It  will  he  necessary  that  you  keep  a vigi- ' 
lant  eye  over  the  disaffected  part  of  the  infiabstants,  and  I recoin- , 
mend  that  you  make  use  of  the  zeal,  activity  and  local  knowledge; 
which  Col.  Willcoeks  certainly  pessesses,  to  counteract  the  machi- 
nations of  our  enemy  and  . ensure  the  confulerffce  of  our  friends 
amongst  the  inhabitants.  It  will,  however,  I am  persuaded,  he  J 
your  wish, as  it  is  your  duty,  to  guard  the  latter  as  much  as  possi-j 
ble  from  oppression. 

The  volunteers  which  were  lately  called  out,  will  be  retained  as 
long  as  you  consider  their  services  necessary  : the  drafted  militia, 
until  further  orders  are  received  front  the  Secretary  of  War. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  rite  intention  of  the  enemy 
to  send  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  which  they  have  at  Burling- 
ton and  York  to  Kingston,  and  to  make  York  the  right  of  their  j 
line.  They  may,  however,  have  a small  command  at  Burlington, ; 
and  those  may  be  so  securely  posted  as  to  render  them  safe  from 
any  desultory  expedition  you  may  set  on  foot;  but  it  is  desirable  to 

have  any  supplies  which  they  may  lmve  collected  at- , in 

the  neighborhood  destroyed  ; and  should  the  success  below  be  not 
such  as  to  promise  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  Upper  Province, 
may  be  destroyed. 

Capts.  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of  them,  are  appointed  to 
muster  your  troops  when  and  where  you  think  proper. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I should  not  do  justice  to  my 
feelings,  if  I were  not  to  acknowledge  the  zeal  and  talents  with 
which  you  have  managed  your  command.  Your  conduct  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judicious  and  proper  throughout, 
ami  your  troops  exhibit,  a state  of  improvement  and  subordination 
which  is  at  once  honorable  to  your  officers  and  themselves. 

I am  very  sincerely,  yourfreind  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Br.  Gen.  Geo.  M’Clure. 

Fort  George , Nov,  16,  1813. 

MY  DR.  SIR— I cannot  suffer  you  to  depart  from  this  post, 
without  expressing  to  you  the  great  satisfaction  I have  received 
from  our  intercourse,  andiny  extreme  regret  that  its  continuance, 
has  been  so  short.  You  carry  with  you,  sir,  tlie  highest  esteem  i 
tn  id  (he  warmest  admiration  of  every  officer  and  soldier  under  m3  j 
command  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  and  acquain- 
tance with  you. 

Your  recommendation  will  meet  with  every  attention  and  res- 
pect in  my  power,  and  I shall  only  regret,  that  you  are  not  here 
yourself  to  execute  them. 

For  the  terms  of  approbation  you  have  been  pleased  to  use  in 
speaking  of  my  conduct,  I can  tender  you  only  my  thanks. 

Willi  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  and 
that  of  your  officers,  with  whom  1 have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  ac- 
quaintance, I remain,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  friend  and 
servant, 

(Signed)  GEO.  M’CLURE. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Harrison. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  Quarter.?,  Navark,  Nov.  30,  1813* 

The  general  commanding  feels  it  a duty  due  to  himself  and  to 
bis  patriotic  troops  to  develope  to  them  his  views  and  feelings,  as 
regards  their  late  excursion,  and  what  may  yet  be  expected  from 
them.  Those  who  liavre  rendered  willing  obedience  to  orders,  by 
turning  out  at  this  inclement  season,  and  pursuing  the  march  till 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  return,  are  entitled  to  the  General’s 
thanks,  and  what  is  a richer  reward,  the  thanks  of  their  country. 
The  General  cannot,  however,  withhold  his  censure  from  those, 
who, without  cause,  refused  to  join  in  the  expedition,  nor  from 
those  still  more  inexcusable  who  made  a pretence  of  patriotism  by 
going  with  him  a part  of  the  way  and  then  deserting  their  ranks. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  it  would  have  been  rashness  in  the 
extreme  to  have  attempted  with to  dislodge  twice  our  num- 

bers from  a strongly  fortified  position,  which  nature  has  rendered 
still  more  impregnable.  Such  was  not  the  expectation  of  the 
General,  nor  of  his  principal  officers.  He  never  intended  to  ex- 
pose the  brave  troops  vvbo  went  with  him,  to  certain  disaster,  to 
have  ferfeited  the  security  of  our  frontier  inhabitants,  and  most 
probably  lost  the  possession  of  Fort  George,  by  attempting  that 
which  was  under  all  circumstances  physically  Impossible.— There 
were  other  objects  in  view,  worthy  the  expedition,  which  the  Gen- 
eral trusts  have  heen  in  part  accomplished,  one  in  particular  not 
improper  to  mention:— The  citizens  of  Canada,  who  look  to  us  for 
protection,  have  seen  once  more  that  you  are  not  afraid  to  march 
into  the  interior  of  their  country  ; upwards  of  400  bids,  flour  have 
been  secured  at  the  Twenty  Mile  Creek  and  on  this  side;  and  it  is 
nearly  certain  that  the  enemy  have  drawn  up  all  their  force  from 
York  to  receive  us,  and  consequently  left  Kingston  the  more  liable 
to  capture,  should  it  lie  attempted  by  our  northern  army.  It  tnay 


not  also  at  tliis  time  lie  improper  to  state,  that  gen.  P.  B.  Porter  hs^ 

been  authorised  to  command  ail  expedition  against ; f 

was,  therefore,  important  that  the  attention  of  the  British  should 
be  drawn  oft'  also  from  that  quarter. 

The  general  has  no  doubt  the  troops  might  have  advanced  far- 
ther with  perfect  safety,  and  it  would  have  been  his  pride  to  have 
gone  with  them,  had  there  been  any  advantage  to  gain  by  it-  but 
there  was  none.  ’Tis  certain  the  roads  were  cut  up  in  such  a 
manner,  and  obstructed  by  fallen  timber,  that  the  cannon  could 
not  have  been  taken  along.  The  enemy’s  force  was  increasing 
whilst  ours  was  growing  less.  The  opinions  and  advice  of  every 
colonel,  and  all  the  principal  officers  of  the  different  regiments  and 
corps,  were  reasons  which  imperatively  bound  the  general  to  ac* 
quieset  in  the  necessity  ofreturing. 

The  militia  will  soon  be  discharged.  In  the  mean  lime  they  may' 
yet  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  enemy  on  equal  grounds. 
Be  always  prepared  and  ready  tn  meet  them;  you  will  by  that  mean? 
strengthen  your  claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  your  country,  by  nobly 
volunteering  to  defend  a garrison  which  our  regular  army  were  on 
the  point  of  evacuating  and  giving  up  to  the  British  army  without 
a struggle. 

The  general  cannot  conclude  this  order  without  addressing  a few 
words  to  the  independent  and  enterprising  volunteers  who  form  so 
respectable  a part  of  his  command;  their  promtitude  in  obey  ing  the 
call  of  their  country  , the  willingness  to  be  engaged  in  enterprises  c& 
the  most  dangerous  description,  the  sacrifices  they  have  made  on  the 
altar  of  patriotism,  define  the  character  of  freemen  and  Americans, 
who  will  never  shrink  in  the  hour  of  danger,  from  defending  the 
standard  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the  deeds  of  their  forefathers. 
Although  there  are  some,  doubtless,  whose  business  requires  their 
inunediate  return  to  their  homes,  the  general  yet  flatters  himself 
there  are  many  who  will  consent  to  remain  on  this  frontier  for  a 
further  term  of  service;  the  situation  of  this  garrison  wifi  be  truly 
precarious,  if  left  to  be  defended  by  a small  force.  Tlie  general 
therefore  invites  the  further  co-operation  for  a short  time,  of  all  those 
whose  domestic  concerns  are  not  of  too  urgent  a nature,  iu  a cause 
which  involves  the  security  of  their  persons,  the  protection  of  their 
rights,  and  the  honor  of  their  country. 

GEORGE  M’CLURE, 
Brigadier-General  Commanding*.' 

GENER  \L  ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  Niagara,  Dec.  12, 1813. 

Captain  Leonard  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  a proportion  of 
handgrenades  in  different  Block-housts,  and  give  directions  to  the 
officers  of  the  infantry  where  they  should  be  posted  with  their  men 
in  case  of  an  attack— and  should  they  not  be  able  to  maintain  the 
out-works,  to  repair  to  tlie  Block  and  Mess  houses;  and  have  every 
thing  arranged  in  such  a manner  as  though  he  expected  an  immedi- 
ate attack. 

Much  is  expected  of  Captain  Leonard  from  his  long  experience 
and  knowledge  of  duty;  and  tlie  General  feels  confident  he  w ill 
be  well  supported  by  Captain  Loomis  of  the  Artillery,  as  well  as 
the  officers  of  the  Infantry. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  M’CLURE, 
DONALD  FRASER, 

Lt,  15th  U.  S.  Inf.  and  Vol.  A.  de  Camp.' 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Hcad-Ouarters,  Fort  Niagara,  December  13, 1813. 

The  contractor  will  dsposit  in  Fort  Niagara,  immediately,  one 
months  provision  for  three  hundred  men,  and  keep  good  that  De^ 
posit.  He  will  provide  and  issue  at  the  following  places: 

At  Lewiston,  say  for  500  men, 

AtSehlosser,  - - 200  men, 

At  Buffalo,  - - 1000  men,  for  one  month. 

The  Commanding  Officers  at  the  different  stations  will  sigti  re- 
turns. 

By  order  of  General  M’CLURE. 

JOHN  A.  ROGERS, 
Capt.  24th  Inf.  act.  Aid-de-Camp. 


SIR, 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Gazette. 


Having  heard  from  several  sources  illiberal  and  erroneous  state 
mentsof  the  force  at  Fort  George  when  that  post  was  abandoned 
and  that  great  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  were  destroyed 
we  consider  it  a duty  we  owe  the  commandant,  General  M’Clure# 
to  undeceive  the  people  and  convince  them  of  tlie  measures  that 
were  pursued.  The  period  for  which  the  militia  had  been  drafted 
having  expired,  the  general  held  out  every  inducement  in  his  pow- 
er for  them  to  remain  but  for  a short  time,  he  offered  a bounty,  but 
neither  the  love  of  country  nor  tlie  shame  of  abondoning  him  when 
the  enemy  were  advancing,  < ould  prevail  on  them  to  remain:  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  left  with  about  sixty  effective  men 
to  maintain  Fort  George.  The  British  knowing  the  period  when 
the  militia  tour  of  service  would  expire, availed  themselves  of  that 
moment  to  endeavor  to  retake  the  frontier,  and  advance  from  Bur- 
lington Heights.— The  general  called  a council  of  the  remainder  of 
his  officers,  when  it  wa3  unanimously  agreed  that  tlie  fort  was  not 
tenable  with  the  small  remaining  force.  All  the  public  property 
of  every  description  that  was  of  any  value,  except  three  twelve 
pounders,  which  he  had  not  sufficient  physicalforce  to  carry  away 
(and  those  were  spiked,  their  carriages  burnt,  and  buried  in  the  ruins 
of  the  fort)  was  taken  across  the  river  to  Fort  Niagara— nor  was 
there  a musket  left  or  a cartridge  of  powder  more  than  was  neces-*1 
savy  to  blow  up  the  works.  A considerable  quantity  of  property, 
belonging  to  individuals  friendly  to  us,  was  also  taken  across;  and 
so  near  was  the  enemy,  that  eight  or  ten  prisoners  were  taken  iu 
assisting  them  to  get  their  pro perty. 

As  it  relates  to  the. burning  of  the  village  of  Newark,  however 
disagreeable  to  the  General,  the  act  was  not  unauthorised,  but  at  the, 
same  time  he  conceived  it  necessary  for  the  protection  of  ourfrojjr 
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tiers,  that  the  enemy  might  not  have  it  jn  their  power  to  quarter 
with  their  Indian  allies  in  the  village  and  maraud  and  murder  our 
citizens. 

Twelve  hours  notice  was  given  to  the  few  inhabitants  that  re- 
in aiived,  to  secure  their  household  property,  and  every  measure  that 
could  lie  taken  to  alienate  their  situation  was  done;  three  or  four 
houses  were  left  for  those  that  chose  to  remain;  others  who  might 
wish  to  go  across  the  river,  the  general  ordered  rations  and  quar- 
ters to  be  provided  for.  For  their  own  immediate  protect  ion,  the 
general  has  ordered  out,  etimasse,  the  militia  of  Niagara  comity. 

JOHN  A.  RODGERS. 

Capt.  24th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

JOHN  WILSON, 

Brig.  Major  of  Militia. 

DONALD  FRAZER, 

Lt.  13th  Inf.  V.  A.  D.  C. 

Buffalo,  Dee.  18,1813. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  General  M'Clurc , of  the  Kew-Tork  state  troops, 
to  the  Secretary  of  War . 

Head-Quarters,  Buffalo,  December  22d,  1813. 

SIR— I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  announcing  to  you 
the  mortifying  intelligence  of  the  loss  oi‘  Fort  Niagara.  On  tiie 
morning  of  the  19th  inst.  about  4 o’clock,  the  enemy  crossed  the 
river  at  the  Five-mile  Meadows  in  great  force,  consisting  of  regu- 
lars and  Indians,  who  ronde  their  way  undiscovered  to  the  garrison 
which  from  the  most  correct  information  I can  collect,  was  complete- 
ly surprised.  Our  men  were  nearly  all  asleep  in  their  tents;  the 
enemy  rushed  in  and  commenced  a most  horrid  slaughter.  Sucti  ss 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  onset,  retired  to  the  old  iness-house, 
where  they  kept  up  a destructive  fire  on  the  enemy,  until  a want 
of  ammunition  compelled  them  to  surrender.  Although  our  force 
was  very  interior  and  comparatively  small  indeed,  I am  induced  to 
think  that  the  disasters  is  not  attributable  to  any  want  oj  troops,  hut 
to  gross  neglect  in  the  commanding  off  ccr  of  the  fort,  Capt.  Leon- 
ard, in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  and  looking  out  for  the  expect- 
ed attack. 

I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  the  number  of  killed 
and  wounded.  About  twenty  regulars  have  escaped  out  of  the  fort 
—some  badly  wounded.  Lt.  Peck,  24th  regt.  is  killed,  and  it  is  said 
three  others. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  General  Orders,  that  I ap- 
prehended an  attack,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
meet  it,  but  have  reason  to  believe,  from  information  received  by 
those  who  have  made  their  escape,  that  the  commandant  did  not 
in  any  respect  comply  with  those  orders. 

On  the  same  morning  a detachment  of  militia,  under  Major  Ben- 
net,  stationed  at  Lewistown  Heights,  was  attacked  by  a party  of  sav- 
ages; but  the  Major  and  his  litsle  corps,  by  making  a desperate 
charge,  effected  their  retreat  after  being  surrounded  by  several 
hundred,  with  the  loss  of  six  or  eight,  who  doubtless  were  killed; 
among  whom  were  two  sons  of  captain  Jones,  Indian  interpreter. 
The  villages  of  Youngstown,  Lewistown,  Manchester,  and  tie  Indian 
Tuscarora  village,  were  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  inoffensive  inhabi- 
tants who  could  not  escape,  were,  without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  in- 
humanly butchered  by  savages  headed  by  British  officers  painted.  A 
British  officer  who  is  taken  prisoner  avows,  that  many  small  child- 
ren were  murdered  by  their  Indians.  Major  Mallory,  who  was 
stationed  at  Schlosser,  with  about  forty  Canadian  volunteers,  advanc- 
ed to  Lewistown  Heights,  and  compelled  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
enemy  to  fall  back  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  Major  is  a 
meritorious  officer— he  fought  the  enemy  two  days,  and  contended 
every  inch  of  ground  to  the  Tuntawanty  Creek.  In  these  actions 
Lt.  Lowe,  23d  reg.  U.  S.  army,  and  eight  of  the  Canadian  volunteers 
were  killed.  I had  myself,  three  days  previous  to  the  attack  on  the 
Niagara,  left  it  with  the  view  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  this 
place,  Black  Rock,  and  the  other  villages  on  the  frontier.  I came 
here  without  troops,  and  have  called  out  the  militia  of  Gennessee, 
Niagara  and  Chataugue  counties  en  masse. 

'I  bis  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most  imminent  danger,  as 
well  as  the  shipping,  but  I have  no  doubt  is  now  perfectly  secure. 
Volunteers  are  coming  in  in  great  numbers;  they  are,  however,  a 
species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to  continue  in  service  for 
a long  time.  In  a few  days,  one  thousand  detached  militia,  lately 
drafted,  will  be  on. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GE-0  M.  M‘CLURE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Commanding. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Sec.  of  Wot. 

[Here  follows  the  general  orders  inserted  above,  dated  at  Fort  Nia- 
gar,  Dec.  12  and  13,  directing  captain  Leonard  to  prepare  himself 
Air  defence;  and  ordering  the  oontracter  to  furnish  supplies  of  pro- 
visions.] 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Gen.  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  at  War. 

Batavia,  Dee.  25,.  1813. 

“ It  is  a notorious  fact  that  the  night  on  which  Fort  Niagara  was 
captured,  Captain  Leonard  left  the  Fort  about  1 1 o’elock?  P.  M.  I 
am  assured  that  he  has  since  given  himself  up  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
he  and  his  family  are  now  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Strait.” 

• — 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  Hall,  command  in g on  the  Niaga- 
ra frontier,  to  his  Ex.  Gov.Tompkins,  dated  Buffalo,  Dec.  25,1813. 

“ On  my  receiving  information  of  the  enemy’s  crossing  the  Niag- 
ara river,  and  taking  the  Fort,  I immediately  set  off  for  tliat  frontier. 
On  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  I found  a number  of  volunteers  assem- 
bled. I tarried  there  one  day  to  forward  them  on  to  the  frontier 
and  ijiake  arrangements  for  those  who  should  follow. 

I this  day  arrived  at  Buffalo  and  assumed  the  command  of  the 
troops,  being  all  volunteers,  now  on  this  station.  The  wnoie  number 
here,  at  Lewistown,  &c.  may  amount  to  2000  of  all  descriptions. 
The  enemy  have  made  their  appearance  off  Black  Rock,  and  an  in- 
vasion is. to  be  expected.  The  troops  now  out  can  be  kept  out  but  a 
t‘6w  l:iysr  Those-  cjflkxl  out  on  your  Excellency’s  last  requisition,  j 
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cannot  all  arrive  at  this  place  till  the  middle  or  last  of  this  week. 

1 he  order  did  not  reach  me  till  the  evening  of  the  16th  inst. 

-,Our  loss  in  the  capture  of  Niagara  has  been  immense.  What 
number  of  brave  men  havebeeu  sacrificed,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
learn — lt  must  have  been  great. 

*•  Several  inhabitants  have  been  killed  at  Lewistown,  &e.  amoji"- 
whom  it  is  not  ascertained  there  are  any  women  or  cliildreu.  ** 

“ 1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

« AMOS  HALL.” 

From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  “ Head-Quarters,  Niagara  Fron- 
tiers. Dec.  30, 1813.  7 o’clock  P.  M.  [Received  by  Express.] 
SIR,— I have  only  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  25tli  inst.  and  to  add  that  this  frontier  is  wholly  desolate.  Tiie 
British  crossed  over,  supported  by  a strong  party  of  Indians,  at  a lit- 
tle before  day  this  morning,  near  Black  Rock— they  were  met  by  the 
militia  under  my  command  with  spirit;  but,  overpowered  by  num- 
bers and  discipline  of  the  enemy,  the  militia  gave  way  and  fled  on 
every  side;  every  attempt  to  rally  them  was  ineffectual.  ITie  ene- 
my’s purpose  was  obtained,  and  the  flourishing  village  of  BUFF  A- 
LOE  IS  LAID  IN  RUINS.  The  Niagara  frontier  now  lies  open 
and  naked  to  our  enemies.  Your  judgment  will  direct  you  what  ix 
most  proper  in  this  emergency.  I am  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and 
must  defer  particulars  till  to-morrow.  Many  valuable  lives  are  lost, 

“ I have  the  honor,  &c. 

“ A*  IIALL,  Major  General.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  major-general  James  Wil- 
kinson to  the  secretary  of  war  dated  French  J\ fills,. 
Aov.  20,1813. 

“I  consider  it  an  act  of  justice  to  inform  yofl, 
that  col.  Walbach  was  most  conspicuously  and  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  affair  of  the  11th  inst.  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  action  : his  duty  being 
general  and  performed  on  horseback,  he  was  from*' 
right  to  leftexposed  to  great  danger,  but  fortunate- 
ly escaped  without  a scratch  ; and  at  a critical  turn 
of  the  action,  contributed  most  essentially,  I am  as- 
sured, to  save  five  pieces  of  artillery  , by  leading  the 
dragoons  to  a partial  charge.” 

A letter  from  the  post-master  at  Warren , to  J.  John v- 
son,  Esq.  post-master  at  Pittsburg,  dated  Warren , 
Jan.  3,  1814,  says, 

“I  am  informed  by  the  post-master  at  Lower  San- 
dusky, a party  of  forty  men  commanded  by  lieuts. 
Harwell,  Fish  and  Davis,  who  were  sent  by  general 
Cass  to  reconnoitre  on  the  river  De  Trench,  were 
attacked  by  the  British,  three  killed,  two  made 
their  escape,  and  the  rest  taken  prisoners.” 

C^For  Proctor’s  letter,  see  page  326. 

NAVAL. 

A New-York  paper  mentions  that  one  hundred 
waggons  had  been  put  in  requisition  at  Albany  to 
convey  naval  stores  to  Sachet tys  Harbor.  It  is  report- 
ed, the  enemy  lias  launched  his  large  frigate  at 
Kingston. 

The  schooner  Ilapid,  being  chased  off  the  Missis- 
sippi, by  the  Herald  sloop  of  war,  unfortunately 
upset.  The  crew  were  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  the 
enemy’s  vessel,  and  treated— as  they  ought  to  be  ; 
as  we  would  treat  the  enemy  in  the  same  circum-> 
stances.  The  case  is  noted  with  pleasure. 

The  Champlain  flotilla  is  laid  up  in  Otter  creek, 
near  Vergennes,  Vermont,  for  the  winter. 

It  appears  that  commodore  Rodgers  after  leaving 
Newport,  in  the  President  frigate,  must  have  passed 
within  a very  short  distance  of  two  74’s  and  five  fri- 
gates, all  which  were  looking  for  him.  On  this  one 
of  our  editors  wittily  observes — 

“How  to  cook  a lamprey — first  catch  a larr.prev.” 

Old  Cook  Rook. 

His  Britannic  majestyys  schooner  Pictou  lately 
captured  the  schooner  Jane  of  Cape  Look  Out,  and 
“his  majesty’s  officers”  robbed  the  captain  of  every 
little  article  of  private  property,  such  as  his  watch , 
and  the  small  sum  in  cash  that  he  had  with  hill?. 
This  is  what  the  folks  call  “ magnanimity .” 

The  Essex. — We  have  some  scraps  of  late  news 
from  the  Fissex,  via  Barbadoes.  It  appears  she  had 
made  several  recent  captures — The  “ British  papers 
accuse  captain  Porter  of  seducing  their  sailors  from 
j allegiance;  and  say  he  carries  a white  flag  at  the  mast. 
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head,  on  which  is- written  in  large  letters,  “ FRFE- 
DOM  AND  SAILORS  RIGHTS,”  by  which  means 
he  gets  his  men”  And  seem  to  apprehend  that  he 
may  raise  a formidable  fleet ! The  frigates  La  Ring 
and  La  Peque  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  December  1, 
after  a fruitless  cruize  of  six  months  for  our  little 
frigate.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  captured  one 
vessel. 

Two  Baltimore  privateers  are  doing  an  active  bu- 
siness in  the  neighborhood  of  Barbadoes.  One  of 
them  has  taken  a;  hint  from  the  enemy,  and  is  ran- 
soming many  vessels. 

BLOCKADE  OF  Tim  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy’s  business , since  the  last  report,  appears 
to  have  chiefly  consisted  in  some  petty  plundering. 
Some  days  ago  they  landed  on  New  Point  Comfort 
an  island)  and  hoisted  their  flag  on  the  top  of  the 
ight  house.  They  burnt  the  vault,  where  the  oil 
was  deposited,  and  after  committing  some  other  like 
heroic  deeds,  departed. 

American  Prizes, 

WEEKLY  LIST — COKTI1YUED  FROM  pIgE  303. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain's  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a salt,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

737.  The  valuable  brig  Atlantic,  from  Halifax  for 
Cork,  laden  with  sugar  and  cotton,  sent  into  Boston 
by  the  Congress  frigate.  This  vessel,  on  her  voyage 
from  the  West  pi  dies  home,  was  captured  by  one  of 
our  privateers,  re-captured  by  the  enemy  and  sent 
into  Halifax,  where  she  paid  salvage — sailing  thence 
with  her  original  cargo,  she  was  taken  by  the  Con- 
gress, happily  afforded  some  important  information 
to  captain  Smith,  and  has  at  length  safely  arrived, 
after  being  blown  orF the  coast  several  times. 

738.  Schooner , from  Martinique,  laden 

with  120  hhds.  molasses,  sent  into  Charleston,  by  the 
Caroline  of  Baltimore.  The  prize  has  British  and 
Swedish  papers. 

739.  BrigSilena,  captured  by  the  revenge  of  Bal- 
timore, and  burnt. 

740.  Schooner  , sent  into  North  Carolina 

laden  with  sugar  and  molasses,  by  the  Caroline  of 
Baltimore.  She  has  two  sets  of  papers,  one  of  them 
British. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

On  Thursday  the  military  committee  reported  a 
hill  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army,  by  increasing  the 
bounty  on  enlistments  so  as  to  amount  to  in  the  whole 
$>100 — 25  on  enlistment, 25  on  mustering  and  joining 
some  military  corps,  and  50  on  being  discharged, 
with  a bounty  of  320  acres  of  land.  The  term  of 
sendee  is  5 years.  A determination  exists  to  fill  the 
ranks  of  the  army — a bounty  is  provided  specially 
for  re-enlistments.  After  some  amendments,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  house,  and  passed  to  a third 
reading.  This  looks  like  doing  business. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  as  the  Russian  mediation  was  at  end, 
offered  a resolution  requesting  the  president  to  lay 
before  the  house  the  papers  connected  therewith. 

We  have  neither  time  nor  room  for  particulars. 

Our  usual  history  of  the  proceedings  of  congress 
i’s  laid  over  for  the  present  week  to  make  room  for 
articles  of  more  interest;  but  the  sketches  for  the 
last  week  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next,  tli^t  the 
chain  may  be  preserved.  Very  little  business  has 
been  done  ; and  great  part  of  the  time  was  thrown 
away  about  Mr.  Hanson? s motion  respecting  Tu.r- 
r can’s  letter.  On  Monday,  the  first  resolution 

(see  page  298)  was  agreed  to  without,  a divison, 


when  Mr.  II.  offered  a substitute  for  the  second 
which  went  to  raise  a committee  to  enquire  into  the 
matter.  This  was  opposed  as  being  improper  and 
indecorous,  and  cast  out,  100  to  60.  Mr.  Roberts,  on 
Wednesday,  renewed  Mr.  H’s  origan!  motion,  which 
he  and  all  the  minority  violently  opposed— it  howe- 
ver was  carried  by  a large  uv  joritv. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Fires. — Several  houses  were  destroyed  at  Brook - 
lyn,  .(Long-Tsland,  opposite  the  city  of  New-York) 
on  Monday  night,  the  2d.  inst.  On  ibe  merning  of 
the  5th,  the  elegant  church  called  Si.  George’s 
Chappel  in  jYew-York,  who  its  superb  organ,  clock 
and  steeple,  was  consumed.  The  sight  of  the  latter 
wrapt  inflames  was  awfully  grand  - ii.  fortunately 
fell  in  the  body  of  the  church.  The  fire  commenced 
in  a cabinet-maker’s  shop — and  several  other  work- 
! shops  and  dwellings  were  consumed.  At  Harrisburg , 
on  the.  24-th  December,  ten  or  tv  elve  buildings  were 
consumed  and  others  much  injured.  Another  fire 
happened  in  New-York  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
by  which  8 or  10  houses  were  destroyed. 

” Mexico. — We  have  again  cheering  intelligence 
from  Mexico.  In  the  heart  of  that  country  there  has 
for  several  years  existed  a sturdy  band  of  armed, 
patriots,  maintaining  the  cause  of  freedom  with 
various  success.  They  have  lately  assumed  a very 
imposing  character — they  have  taken  Acapuelco,  the 
first  and  most  important  port  in  the  south  sea — one 
of  the  armies  is  reported  tc  consist  of  70,000  men. 

In  South  America,  also,  the  work  of  liberty  makes 
some  progress.  Caracas,  Coro  and  Santa  Fe  have 
republican  governments  ; and  Carthagena  has  seve- 
ral active  privateers  at  sea,  capturing  many  valuable 
Spanish  vessels. 

Cimdinamarca. — That  portion  of  territory  in  South 
America,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  “New- 
G panada,”  has  also  changed  its  form  of  government, 
and  is  now  known  as  the  republic  of  Cimdinamarca. 
The  people  have  published  a manifesto  to  the  world, 
assuming  self  sovereignty.  Great  inducements  are 
held  out  to  emigrants. 

Five  thousand  troops,  from  Spain,  have  arrived  at 
Monte  Video,  to  crush  the  patriots  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

We  observe  with  pleasure  that  liberal  subscrip- 
tions are  raising  in  many  of  the  eastern  towns  for 

the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Congress  frigate  con- 
tributed $70 0.  Captain  Hull  has  daily  distributed 

10 (Jib.  of  beef,  with  a proportion  of  vegetables. 

William  Gray,  esq.  of  Boston,  has  given  $1000. 

The  inquisition  in  Spain  and  Portugal  has  dwin- 
dled down  to  a mere  shadow.  The  religious  orders 
from  which  the  members  of  this  once  horrible  tribu- 
nal were  taken,  are  dissolved — they  cannot  any  more 
congregate,  but  have  to  return  to  society  on  a per 
i diem. 

The  ship  Florentine,  from  London  to  Havanna, 
with  a cargo  valued  at  £ 150,000  sterling,  was  taken 
by  a Carthagenian  schooner  privateer,  and  ordered 
for  Carthagena. 

Sphixgiteed,  (Mass.)  Dec.  23. 

Wolves  ! — A few  days  since  a large  male  wolf,  kill- 
ed within  the  limits  of  this  town,  was  exhibited  to 
the  view  of  the  people,  and  tendered  to  the  town 
clerk  for  the  legal  bounty.  The  bitch  wolf,  his  com- 
panion, lias  been  seen  several  times,  and  it  is  said  to 
be  ascertained,  than  within  a year  the  pair  have  de- 
stroyed in  Ludlow,  Granby  and  other  towns  in  the 
vicinity,  150  sheep. — No  man  in  town  can  recollect 
that  within  a half  a century,  this  voracious  and  de- 
structive animal  has  been  seen  within  its  bounds  urn 
' til  nor. 
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Finances  of  Kenutcky. 

Probable  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
ending-  November  10,  1814,  as  submitted  by  the 
auditor  to  the  legislature. 

In  the  treasury  Nov.  10,  1813  $58,619  75 
From  which  will  be  deducted 
for  receipts  on  the  sale  of  va- 
cant lands  14,245  30 


Balance  applicable  to  payment  of  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  government  44,374  45 

Revenue  for  the  year  1812  or 
property  listed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  several 
counties,  and  stated  in  report 
No.  3,  to  be  due  on  the  first 
Monday  in  Dec.  1813.  48,957  54 

Deduct  for  insolvents,  removals 

and  charges  9,500 


Balance  expected  to  be  receiv- 
ed by  Nov.  10,  1814 
Several  small  branches  of  revenue 
Dividends  on  bank  stock 


39,457  .54 
15,820  00 
24,000 


Finances  of  Pennsylvania. 

Receipts  from  Dec.  1,  1812,  to  JVo7>.  30,  1813. 
On  account  of  lands,  town  lots,  fees  on  warrants 
and  patents,  and  office  fees  - §106,124  36 

Dividends  on  bank  stock  - - 200,404  00 

Auction  duties  - 95,040  35 

Tavern  licenses  ....  25,468  35 

Militia  exempt  fines  - 11,148  26 

On  account  of  old  debts  - 31,369  63 

Miscellaneous 8,521  26 

Taxes  on  offices  *■  8,311  37 

Court  fines  - - - - 5,029  36 

Fees  of  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 

state 291  25 

§492,908  19 


$123,651  99 


EXPENDITURES. 


532 


Warrants  remaining-  unpaid 
Estimated  expenditures  of  government  for 

the  year  ending  Nov.  10,  1814  72,529 


Leaving  a probable  balance  in  the  treasury 

at  the  end  of  the  present  year  of  51,122 


THE  PENITENTIARY  OF  KENTUCKY. 

The  articles  manufactured  by  the  convicts 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1813,  a- 
mounts  to  $20,204 

Deduct  amount  of  raw  materials  11,034 
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Total  receipts 

Expenditures. 

Seaate  - 

House  of  representatives 
Governor,  5333  32 — secretary,  2000—* 
deputy  do.  1200*— clerks  and  contin- 
gencies, in  all  .... 

Chief  justice,  2 666  64 — other  judicial 
expences,  41,378  89 
Treasury  department 
Land  office  department  - 
Contingencies  ...  - - 

Total  expences  of  government 
Miscellaneous  expenditures  * 

Roads  and  bridges  - - - 

Pennsylvania  claimants  - 
Pensions  - 

Militia  - - * 

Expenditures  consequent  to  the  war"] 
with  Great  Britain— such  as  repairs  v,  Q9 
of  arms,  charges  of  transportation,  f * 
bounty,  &.c.  J 


Balance 


9,169  75 


Keeper  per  centum  on  the  above 

balance  916  97 

For  provisions  375  41 

After  deducting  $2500  loaned  the  institu- 
tion, and  all  other  claims  against  it, 
there  is  notes,  accounts,  &c.  $16,170  85 

Manufactured  articles  on  hand  6,235  63 

Raw  materials  1,590  00 

Total  worth  of  the  institution  24,006,48 


§18,915  84 
47,078  48 


11,556  82 

44,045  53 

- 7,839 
13,157  54 

- 14,008  63 

156,602  61 
19,423  01 

- 27,740  00 

9,320  37 

- 11,343  85 
18,986  12 


771  49 


Total  expenditures 


§336,186  15 


Balance  unexpended  156,721  04 

— in  the  treasury  last  year  189,998  91 

Actual  sum  in  the  treasury  Nov.  30, 

1813,  346,719  95 

The  state  holds  3750  shares  in  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  §400 
per  share,  or  at  par , amount  to  1,500,000'  00 
In  the  Philadelphia  bank,  5233 

shares,  at  §100 each,  ora* par  523,300  Q0 

In  Farmers  and  Mechanics  bank, 

1708  shares,  at  50  dollars  per 

share,  or  at  par  85,400  00 


This  excellent  establishment,  while  it  answers  all 
the  purposes  of  society  in  the  punition  and  reforma- 
tion of  those  who  violate  the  laws,  instead  of  being 
an  expence  to  the  government,  maintains  itself  and 
every  year  adds  to  its  own  capital,  a very  considei*- 
able  sum.  The  present  year  only  §3000,  on  account 
of  the  public  sale  of  all  the  old  articles  on  hand,  at 
reduced  prices. 

Vol.  V. 


The  bank  stock,  at  par 
Also  stock  in  certain  roads  aiid 
bridges  to  the  amount  of  £ 

The  state  is  bound  to  pay  as  sub 
senptions  to  several  turnpike  C 
roads  and  bridges  3 

Of  which  but  a small  portion  will 
be  demanded,  for  &ome  time, 

W 


§2,108,700  00 
135,000  00 

1,022,500  0Q 
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The  state  lias  also  to  pay  for  certain 

roads  and  bridges — for  the  endow- 

ment.  and 

support  of  some  acade- 

mies  and  schools, 

(gratuitous) 

§34,000  00 

For  clearinc 

j obstructions  in 

the  Dela- 

ware  river,  the  amount  of  a tonnage 

duty  collected  at 

Philadelphia 

12,555  88 

46,555  88 

Capital  of  the  state — 

Bank  stock, 

at  par 

2,108,700  00 

Road  stock. 

at  ditto 

- 

135,000  00 

Monies  due  the  state  for  lands,  prin- 

pal  and  inteVest* 

- 

- 

- 3,918,329  00 

Cash  in  the  treasury 

■ 

346,719  95 

Pe7insi/lvania,s  capital 

- 

$6,508,748  95 

Pennsyia 

XtNlA  HAS  NO  STATE  TAX 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  five  years. 
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For  lands 
Dividends  on 

318129  49 

93644  42 

137235  82 

125125  28 

1061.' 4 36 

bank  stock 

120103  15 

134867  97 

159593  86 

191946  50 

-200404 

Auc.  duties 

. 33g35  22 

53706  67 

54045  45 

55713  91 

96040  35 

Tav.  licenses 

24116  47 

'29373  49 

29515  46 

26417  76 

25468  35 

Exempt  fines 

9346  17 

10814  83 

9309  87 

9413  20 

11148  26 

Court  fines 
Fees  of  sec.  of 

684  69 

1772  67 

1805  51 

1568  49 

5029  36 

conrwlth’s 

office 

889  7 

579  9 

396  26 

735  17 

29125 

Old  debts 

36626  53 

16226  56 

,6582  31 

8215  19 

31369  63 

Miscellaneous 

4414  70 

12980  38 

5528  99 

6498  5 

85/,l  26 

Tax  on  offices 
U.  S.  & other 

4296  22 

7804  74 

8511  37 

stock 

5475  53 

54795049 

353965  8 

408309  75 

438913  82 

492908  10 
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Expences  of! 

government 
Militia  expen- 

149282 2 

138774  15 

155196  26 

162646  32 

1156602  61 

ces 

11883  60 

8916  62 

7300  21 

10223  84 

18986  12 

Purchase  of 

stock 

82544 15 

S69  &)  00 

130800  00 

Improvemts. 

Pennsylvania 

21076  34 

26818  41 

33371  21 

38461  Q0 

27740  00 

claimants 

Olmstead’s 

20202  44 

5495  92 

11596  18 

14730  99 

9320  37 

case 

15898  75 

Pensions 

Unfunded 

3823  89 

3916  73 

4918  00 

5540  47 

11343  85 

debt 

2449  00 

Miscellaneous 

Expenditures 

4979  26 

41267  92 

46707  09 

44589  96 

19423  01 

consequent 
to  the  war 

32768  26 

92771 19 

312139  951594389  78 

389889  22 

308960  84  336187  15 

The  editor  acknowledges  himself  indebted  to  a 
correspondent  of  the  Aurora , for  the  preceding' 
items,  and  for  the  table  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 


Paul  Cuffe. 

The  following  singular  and  rather  interesting  memo- 
rial,  which  was  on  Friday  presented  to  congress, 
is  published  at  the  request  of  several  subscribers, 
who  probably  feel  an  interest  in  the  success  of  Mr. 
Guile’s  expedition.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what 
fate  awaits  it.  A'at.'Int. 

* This  source  of  revenue  will  last  many  years,  for 
some  will  prefer  paying  the  interest  rather  than  ex- 
tinguish the  principal— hut  if  they  should,  the  mo- 
nies will  be  applied  to  other  productive  sources! ' 


To  the  president , senate , and  house  of  representative: 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  Paul  Cuffe,  of 
Westport,  in  the  sta  e of  Massachusetts,  respect- 
fully sheweth,  that  your  memorialist  actuated  by 
motives  which  lie  conceives  are  dictated  by  that  phi- 
lanthropy which  is  the  offspring  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence, is  induced  to  ask  the  patronage  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  in  affording  aid  in  ex- 
ecution of  a plan,  which  he  cherishes  a hope  mav 
ultimately  prove  beneficial  to  his  brethren  of  the 
African  race  within  their  native  climate. 

In  order  to  give  a complete  view  ofHhe  object  in 
contemplation,  it  may  not  be  considered  trespassing 
too  much  on  your  time  to  premise  some  of  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  present  ap- 
plication. Your  memorialist,  being  a descendant  of 
Africa,  and  early  instructed  in  habits  of  sobriety  and 
industry  has  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  many 
favors  of  a bountiful  Providence,  both  in  preserving 
him  from  many  of  the  evils  which  the  people  of  his 
colour  too  often  have  fallen  into,  and  also,  by  bless- 
ing his  industry  with  such  a portion  of  the  comforts 
of  life  as  to  enable  him  in  some  degree  not  only  to 
commiserate,  but  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  his  fel- 
low creatures  , and  having  early  found  implanted 
in  his  heart  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  he 
could  but  view  the  practice  of  his  brethren  of  the 
African  race  in  selling  their  fellow  creatures  into  a 
state  of  slavery  for  life  as  very  inconsistent  with 
that  D vine  principle;  and  in  his  mature  age,  having 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  abundant  labor  of 
many  pious  individuals,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England  to  produce  a termination  of  the  wrongs  of 
Africa,  by  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  and  also  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  degraded  inhabitants 
of  the  land  of  his  ancestors,  he  conceived  it  a duty- 
incumbent  upon  him,  as  a faithful  steward  of  the 
mercies  he  had  received,  to  give  up  a portion  of  his 
time  and  his  property  in  visiting  that  country,  and 
affording  such  means  as  might  be  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  improvement  and  civilization  of  the 
Africans. 

Under  these  impressions  he  left  his  family,  and 
with  a sacrifice  of  both  time  and  money  visited  Sier- 
ra Leona,  and  there  gained  such  information  of  the 
country  and  its  inhabitants  as  enabled  him  to  form  an 
opinion  of  many  improvements  that  appeared  to  him 
essential  to  the  well  being  of  that  people . These  he. 
had  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  several  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  royal  African  institution 
in  London,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  at  that  time 
to  find  that  his  recommendations  were  approved  by 
the  celebrated  philanthropists  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter,  William  Wilberforce,  Thomas  Clarkson,  Wil- 
liam Allen  and  others,  and  has  since  learned  that 
the  institution  have  so  far  acceded  to  his  plans,  as- 
to  make  some  special  provision  to  carry  them  into  ef- 
fect. One  of  these  objects  was  to  keep  up  an  inter- 
course with  the  free  people  of  color  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  expectation  that  some  persons  of  re- 
putation would  feel  sufficiently  interested  to  visit 
Africa,  and  endeavor  to  promote  habits  of  industry, 
sobriety  and  frugality,  among  the  natives  of  that 
country. 

These  views  having  been  communicated  by  your* 
petitioner  to  the  free  people  of  color  in  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  they,  with  a 
zeal  becoming  so  important  a concern  have  manifest- 
ed a disposition  to  promote  so  laudable  an  undertak- 
ing, and  several  families  whose  characters  promise 
usefulness,  have  come  to  a conclusion  if  proper  ways 
could  be  opened  to  go  to  Africa,  in  order  to  give 
their  aid  in  promoting  the  objects  already  adverted 
to.  Your  petitioner,  still  animated  with  a sincere 
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desire  of  making’  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired, 
and  the  sacrifices  he  has  already  made,  more  per- 
manently useful  in  promoting  the  civilization  of  A 
frica,  solicits  your  aid  so  far  as  to  grant"permission 
that  a vessel  may  be  employed  (if  liberty  can  also 
be  obtained  from  the  British  government)  between 
this  country  and  Sierra  Leona,  to  transport  such  per- 
sons and  families  as  may  be  inclined  to  go,  as  also, 
some  articles  of  provision,  together  with  implements 
of  husbandry,  and  machinery  for  some  mechanic  ai-ts 
and  to  bring  back  such  of  the  native  productions  of 
that  country  as  may  be  wanted. 

For  although  pecuniary  profit  does  not  enter  into 
calculation  m the  object  in  contemplation,  nor  does 
it  afford  any  very  promising  prospects,  yet  without 
a little  aid  from  the  trifling  commerce  of  that  coun- 
. try,  the  expense  would  fall  too  heavy  on  your  peti- 
tioner, and  those  of  his  friends  who  feel  disposed  to 
patronize  the  undertaking.  Your  petitioner  there- 
fore craves  the  attention  of  congress  to  a concern 
which  appears  to  him  very  important  to  a portion  of 
his  fellow  creatures  who  have  been  long-  excluded 
/from  the  common  advantages  of  civilized  life,  and 
prays  that  they  will  afford  him  and  his  friends  such 
aid  as  they  in  their  wisdom  may  think  best. 

With  much  respecf,  I am,  your  assured  friend, 

PAUL  CUFFE. 

Westport , 6th  month,  1813. 


I nternal  N avigation . 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  assem- 
bly met — 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  that 
part  ®f  the  state  which  is  watered  by  the  Allegha- 
ny river,  French  Creek,  Lake  Erie,  and  their  tribu- 
tary waters. 

Respectfully  sheiveth, 

That  among  the  various  objects  which  originally 
invited  your  memorialists  to  settle  and  reside  in  this 
new  and  remote  part  of  the  state,  one  which  they 
have  always  deemed  of  primary  importance,  is  the 
advantage  of  an  extensive  communication  by  water 
in  various  directions,  the  only  means  by  which  the 
remote  parts  of  an  interior  country  can  be  rendered 
either  important  to  the  interests  of  those  parts  situ- 
ate nearer  the  sea  coast  or  comfortable  and  conveni- 
ent to  themselves,  in  the  dependent  condition  of  man 
upon  his  fellow  men,  in  the  social  and  civilized  state. 

The  great  importance  of  such  water  communica- 
tion, and  the  flattering  prospect  of  finding  it  capable 
of  being  improved  to  a high  degree  ®f  perfection, 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  seems  to  have  been  in 
the  early  contemplation  of  those  intrusted  with  the 
immediate  care  and  charge  of  its  interests.  The 
triangular  tract  which  includes  the  valuable  harbor 
of  Presqu’  isle,  was  purchased  with  a view  chiefly, 
if  not  exclusively  to  obtain  this  harbor,  and  to  con- 
nect by  an  easy  communication,  the  commerce  of 
the  lakes  with  that  of  this  state  by  French  creek 
and  the  Alleghany  river. 

lour  memorialists  on  becoming  acquainted  with 
these  waters  discerned  at  once  the  provident  wisdom 
of  their  early  legislators,  and  a field  for  the  exercise 
of  the  present  and  future  enterprize  of  the  state. — 
By  their  admirable  situation  and  connection,  as  well 
as  the  excellence  of  their  channels,  present  conve- 
nience and  advantage  are  experienced,  the  hand  of 
improvement  invited,  and  the  reward  of  such  exer- 
tions brought  clearly  to  view. 

An  improvement  in  French  creek,  sufficient  to 
render  its  navigation  as  certain  as  that  of  the  Allegha- 
ny river,  is  alone  wanting  to  afford  an  uninterrupted ! 
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communication  between  New  Orleans  ami  Quebec — 
between  the  two  immense  waters,  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributary  streams  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
great  lakes ; a communication  of  many  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  embracing-  every  climate  with  all 
the  various  productions  of  the  American  continent. 

To  draw  such  a commerce  through  a part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  evidently  an  object  worthy  the  high  cha- 
racter of  this  state;  but  the  events  of  the  present 
period  point  out  to  your  memorialists  with  peculiar 
force,  the  expediency  of  our  early  exertion  for  the 
purpose  of  embracing  the  first  and  whole  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  to  tins  state,  from  such  a 
mean  of  intercourse. 

It  is  reasonably  to  be  expected  that  as  a consc 
quence  of  the  existing  war  with  Great  Britain,  our 
national  government  will  shortly  gain  possession  of 
all  the  territory  bordering  upon  the  opposite  shores 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes.  Upon  this  ex- 
pectation being  realized,  and  even  pending  the  mi- 
litary operations  by  which  it  is  to  be  effected,  the 
objects  of  a commercial  intercourse,  through  the 
proposed  channel,  will  be  extensive,  various  and  in- 
creasing. Besides  the  supplies  of  military  and  naval 
stores,  and  provisions  required  by  the  United  States, 
a great  portion  of  which  are  produced  in  this  state, 
and  would  alone  form  an  object  of  great  and  mutual 
usefulness  between  the  citizens  of  this  state  and  of 
the  United  States  ; the  extensive  and  lucrative  fur 
trade  of  the  north-west  must  immediately  change 
its  direction,  coming  wholly  into  the  United  States, 
and  all  supplies  of  merchandize  lately  carried  into 
the  extensive  region  in  question,  through  channels 
exclusively  occupied  by  Great  Britain,  must  now  be 
supplied  by  the  United  States.  These,  with  the  sup- 
plies of  salt  for  a great  part  of  the  western  section 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  an  excessive  dearth  of  that 
essential  article  is  now  experienced  in  consequence 
of  the  late  interruption  of  supply  by  the  northern 
waters,  form  in  the  aggregate  an  immense  amount 
in  tonnage  and  commercial  intercourse,  which  would 
immediately  flow  through  this  part  of  Pennsylvania 
by  French  creek,  if  improved  to  a state  sufficient  to 
insure  a boat  navigation  at  all  times  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  The  objects  of  a less  immediate  but 
more  extensive  commerce  through  the  same  chan- 
nel, are  the  mineral  productions,  especially  copper, 
of  lake  Superior,  and  the  agricultural  productions, 
which  no  doubt  must  rapidly  and  progressively  in- 
I crease  to  an  incalculable  extent  with  the  increase  of 
population  and  demand  for  articles  produced  in  old- 
er settlements.  Such  rapid  increase  of  population, 
productions  and  demand,  is  fairly  and  reasonably  to 
be  calculated  upon  in  the  great  extent  of  territory 
bordering  upon  the  three  great  lakes  Erie , Huron  and 
Michigan , within  favorable  climates,  a soil  unvaria- 
bly  good,  and  the  extent  of  coast  more  than  two 
thousand  miles. 

These  views  are  drawn  from  self  evident  princi- 
ples and  facts  of  notoriety  and  it  is  believed  are  alone 
sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  signal  importance  of  a 
safe  and  uninterrupted  transportation  on  French 
creek.  But  the  subject  still  derives  additional  inte- 
rest and  importance  when  considered  in  connection 
with  other  projects  of  improvement  for  the  benefit 
of  interior  intercourse  in  this  and  other  states.  The 
great  turnpike  road  already  authorised  by  law  from 
Northumberland  to  lake  Erie,  would  derive  its  chief 
importance  from  the  articles  of  return  transport 
which  must  be  carried  by  French  creek  to  its  inter- 
section with  this  road,  the  same  would  be  the  effect 
in  transporting  iron  and  other  heavy  articles  from 
east  to  west ; many  articles  might  beat-  a light  trans- 
portation as  far  west  as  tbe  Alleghany  river,  and 
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from  thence  to  bike  Erie  by  water,  which  would  not 
bear  the  land  transportation  the  whole  distance. 

The  future  improvement,  also  of  which  the  west 
’brunch  of  the  Susquehannah  is  undoubtedly  capa- 
ble, must  be  contemplated  as  important  in  establish- 
ing* the  mean  of  rendering  permanent  an  advanta- 
geous competition  on  the  part  of  this  state,  with  any 
other  route  or  communication  that  may  be  opened  by 


gether  inadequate,  and  at  the  same  time  highly  im- 
Iporvtant,  particularly  a part  of  the  road  from  the 
town  of  Mercer  to  Meadville,  and  a part  of  that 
between  the  latter  and  the  town  of  Waterford. 

IJv  a proper  application  of  the  sum  of  #20,000, 
your  memorialists  have  no  doubt,  all  these  valuable 
improvements  may  be  so  far  completed  as  to  ensure' 
to  this  state  the  great  advantages  which  have  been 


any  of  our  sister  states. 

Such  are  the  advantages  within  the  reach  of  this 
state,  but  to  secure  them,  your  memorialists  deem 
an  early  activity  highly  necessary.  Other  routes, 
both  to  the  westward,  the  eastward  and  southward, 
will  be  improved  with  alacrity.  Already  is  the  state 
of  Ohio  alive  to  this  subject ; her  citizens  will  not 
fail  to  exert  a great  degree  of  enterprize  to  effect 
improvements  upon  the  Cayahuga  and  Muskingum  ; 
Sandusky,  Scioto  and  Miami,  with  a view  to  an  easy 
transport  to  the  Ohio,  and  by  that  river  and  Monon- 
gahela,  to  meet  the  great  Cumberland  turnpike  at 
Brownsville, 

Already  has  the  state  of  New  York  a turnpike 
road  extending  from  the  tide  water  of  the  north  ri- 
ver to  Gennessee  with  a lock  navigation  in  the  Mo- 
hawk river  and  Wood  creek,  with  projects  of  im- 
provements in  Os  wego  river,  &c.  Already  are  both 
the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  bent  upon  the 
improvement  of  the  Potomac  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
notwithstanding  the  formidable  appearance  of  the 
task,  in  a water  Having  a fall  more  than  750  feet. 

These  states  are  also  actively  engaged  in  carrying- 
turnpike  roads  in  the  same  direction,  determined  by 
land  or  water,  or  both,  to  meet  the  United  States 
turnpike  road  at  Cumberland,  and  consequently  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  lakes,  in  case  the  neglect  of 
Pennsylvania  should  permit  the  states  of  Ohio  and 
New  York,  a preference  in  this  transportation. 

Your  memorialists  will  only  add  a few  observations 
us  to  the  practicability  of  the  proposed  improvement; 
they  believe  the  aggregate  descent  of  ail  the  ripples 
in  French  creek  requiring  improvement,  would  not 
exceed  50  feet,  which  are  divided  into  six  or  seven 
ripples  or  rather  shoals  of  not  more  than  4 or  5 each, 
chiefly  over  a bottom  of  pebble  or  loose  stones  ; and 
floods  in  this  creek  are  never  so  high  as  in  the  Po 
tomac,  the  'Susquehanna,  Monongahela  or  many 
other  streams,  and  at  these  rapids  never  exceeding 
eight  feet. 

O' he  navigation  of  French  creek  in  its  present 
state  is  generally  used  during  most  of  the  spring  and 
fall  months  ; and  your  memorialists  doubt  not  would 
be  found  on  a survey  by  an  experinced  engineer,  to 
be  susceptible  of  improvement  for  a sum  of  $20,000, 
which  would  render  its  navigation  certain  at  all 
rimes  from  the  first  of  April  to  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber ; and  for  a less  sum  might  be  greatly  improved, 
though  in  a degree  less  perfect  and  permanent. 

The  sum  of  $20,000,  in  the  estimation  of  your  me- 
morialists, is  small  when  compared  with  the  mag- 
nitude and  importance  of  the  object — an  object 
which  they  are  convinced  many  of  the  states  would 
not  loose,  if  to  be  secured  for  one  million.  The  im- 
provement contemplated  in  the  Potomac  is  estimated 
to  cost  nearly  or  quite  that  sum  : that  in  the  Mo- 
hawk has  already  cost  $160,000,  and  still  that  river 
is  inferior  to  French  creek  in  its  present  state, 
Wiihoiit.the  proposed  improvement,  however,  the 
advantage  of  a communication  by  French  creek 
must  be  1 lost,  being  liable  to  frequent  interruption 
by  high  and  low  water  in  the  best  season,  and  gene- 
rally interrupted  during  the  three  summer  months. 

\om*  memorialists  have  to  observe  further,  that 
improvements  on  certain  parts  of  the  roads  commu- 
nicating with  French  creek,  are  much  wanted,  to 
which  the  resources  of  the  local  inhabitants  are  alto- 


adverted  to. 

Recommending  these  subjects  to  the  early  care 
and  attention  of  the  legislature,  your  memorialists 
will  pray,  he. 


Mr.  Giles’  Letters. 

Observations  by  a corresponden  t of  the  Virginia  Argus. . 

In  No.  II,  of  Mr.  Giles’s  Address,  lie  has  shewn  how  a man  of 
ability  may  plausibly  pervert  the  plainest  question,  and'  lead  th<i. 
public  mind  to  a wrong  conception  of  political  principles.  He 
has  furnished,  also,  additional  proof  that  a writer  with  a name,  is 
not  in  the  least  inferior  to  a writer  without  one*,  in  framing  ingenious 
disguises  for  false  doctrines.  1'bis  sort  of  ingenuity,  however,  may 
be  tolerated ; because,  being  expressed,  and  perceptible  to  reflecting 
men,  it  is  susceptible  of  counteraction.  But  what  I think  altogeth- 
er injustiflable  on  ‘the  part  of  this  elevated  Senator,  is  his  most 
uneandid  resort  to  insinuation.  Of  all  the  modes  of  conducting  a 
controversy,  that  of  insinuation  is  the  most  disingenuous ; for  as,  in 
such  a case,  nothing  is  stated,  the  judgment  is  evaded,  and  the  im- 
agination, that  great  field  of  human  errors,  is  left  to  infer,  at  random, 
w hatsoever  of  evil  may  suggest  itself.  Of  this  character  is  the  in- 
troductory passages  of  Mr.  Giles’s  No.  II,  where  he  says  ‘‘I  shall 
“ purposely  overlook  all  the  incidents,  which  took  place  directly 
“ between  the  President,  and  the  committee  thus  appointed,  from 
“ this  date,  till  the  6th  of  July  following,  when  the  message  of  the 
“ President, declining  the  proposed  conference,  was  laid  before  the 
“ Senate,  because,  although  those  incidents  might  give  rise  to  some 
“ commentaries,  whic  h might  be  capiti rating  to  some  minds,  yet 
“ th,jy  probably  would  be  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  and  if  even 
“ real  advantages  might  be  derived  from  them,  I should  cheerfully 
“ dispense  with  them,  rather  than  risk  the  hazard  of  anintention- 
“ ally  wounding  the  President’s  feelings.  It  is  ray  sole  object,  to 
“ place  this  subject  upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits  ; detached  from 
“ all  incidental  considerations.”  By  this  passage  the  reader  is  led 
to  conclude,  that  Mr.  Giles  knows  something  which  passed  between 
the  President  and  the  senatorial  committee,  that  might  assist  his 
argument;  but  that,  out  of  delicacy  to  the  Executive,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  malice  of  Mr.  Madison’s  enemies,  he  will  not  reveal  it. 
The  reader,  of  course,  is  left  to  his  conjectures.  And  it  is  manifest 
that  the  exalted  Senator  has  thereby  afforded  more  scope  to  mali- 
cious politicians,  than  if  he  had  actually'  proclaimed  what  he  pre- 
tends to  be  acquainted  with.  If  real  delicacy  in  relation  to  the 
President’s  feelings  was  his  governing  motive,  why  did  he  advert 
to  concealed  circumstances  at  all?  why  does  he  sharpen  curiosity 
by  anonymous  hints,  calculated  to  ferment  ill  nature?  Had  Mr. 
Giles  frankly  disclosed  whatever  it  is  that  he  alludes  to,  he  might 
have  been  met,  and  in  all  probability  refuted.  As  it  is,  he  has  made 
an  insinuation,  without  asserting  a fact ; a mode  of  discussion 
which  does  not  in  the  least  correspond  with  the  professions  in  his 
No.  I,  where  he  represents  it  to  be  his  intention  to  remove  anony- 
mous disguises,  and  to  develop  the  truth  for  posterity ! I leave  it 
to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow  citizens,  whether  a writer,  who 
deals  in  this  manner  with  Mr.  Madison,  can  he  his  friend  ; and  whe- 
ther the  appearance  of  reserve  in  the  quoted  passage,  does  not  par- 
take more  of  artfulness  than  of  sincerity  ; seeing  that  whilst  it  af- 
fects to  sooth  asperity,  it  instils  a subtle  poison  which  must  act  cor- 
rosively against  its  object  ? It  may,  for  ought  I know,  be  improper 
for  anonymous  writers  to  intermeddle  with  political  concerns,  og 
with  the  characters  of  our  public  agents.  But  I am  confident  it  is 
more  favorable  to  truth,  to  suppress  the  names  of  those  who  com- 
ment upon  public  events,  than  it  is  to  substitute  insinuation  for 
facts  even  under  names  the  most  distinguished.* 

Having  thus  occupied  the  imagination,  Mr.  Giles  proceeds  to  se- 
duee  the  better  faculties  of  the  understanding.  In  this  attempt  at 
intellectual  seduction,  lie  insists  that  there  is  no  constitutional  in- 
hibition of  a conference  between  the  President  and  the  Senate  ; 
that  the  course  of  conduct  adopted  bv  the  Senate  upon  nomina- 
tions is  variable,  and  that  the  quality  of  co-ordination  between 
the  President  and  Senate  is  the  very  reason  why  a free  conference 
is  proper,  they  being,  in  that  respect,  perfectly  equal ; all  which  al* 

* One  might  he  induced  to  suppose,,  from  the  style  of  Mr.  Giles’s 
address,  that  he  had  been  lately  amusing  himsell  with  the  “School 
for  Scandal.”— The  following  brief  extract  from  that  dramatic 
piece  will  shew,  that  he  has  refined  upon  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Candor: 

*•  Lady  Teazle.  What’s  the  matter;  Mrs.  Candor? 

Mrs.  Candor.  Why  they  are  so  censorious,  they  won’t  allow  our 
friend.  Miss  Vermillion,  to  be  handsome. 

Lady  Sneer.  Oh,  surely  slieVa  pretty  woman. 

Crab.  I’m  glad  you  think  so. 

Mrs.  Candor.  She  has  a charming  fresh  color. 

L.  Tcaz.  Yes,  when  it’s  iresh  put  on. 

Mrs.  Candor.  Well,  I’ll  swear  ’tis  natural,  for  I’ve  seen  it  com© 
and  go. 

L.  Tcaz.  Yes,  it  comes  at  night  and  goes  in  the  morning.” 

It  will  lie  observed,  that  Mrs.  Candor  does  not  exactly  say  ill 
natural  tilings  herself}  she  only  gives  occasion  to  others  to  say  them , 
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him  below  the  Senate,  with  w hich  he  is,  by  the  constitution,  mads* 
co-ordinate;  in  other  words,  equal.  Take  the  course,  however, 
which  the  Executive  proposed,  and  the  difficulty  and  degradation 
vanish.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Secretary  of  State,  being  appointed  the 
President’s  committee,  would  have  met  the  committee  of  the  Sc* 
natt  upon  propt  r terms:  one  committee  w ould  not,  in  that  event, 

_ have  been  more  bound  than  the  other;  each  would  have  reported 

titer  to  require  the  Executive  to  furnish  it,  or  to  refer  the  subject,  to  the  principal,  respectively  ; the  Senate  would  have  procured 
tea  committee  of  their  body  to  communicate,  either  tbmally  or  the  information  it  wantedjand  the  co-ordination  of  toe  two  branch - 


fegations  may  be  quietly  admitted,  without  the  slightest  ohjection, 
Ibv  they  do  not  at  all  affect  the  point  in  dispute,  which  is  the  inoile 
of  conference,  and  not  the  conference  itself.  Tnis  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  President’s  message  to  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of 
Tuly.  In  that  message  he  says,  “ If  the  Senate  wish  information 
“previous  to  their  final  decision,  the  practice,  keeping  in  view  the 
“ constitutional  relation  of  the  Senate  and  Executive,  has  been,  ei- 


informally,  with  tlie  head  of  the  proper  department.”  I have  al- 
ready shewn  that  “information”  relates  to  opinions  as  well  as  to 
facts ; and  that  the  President  proposal,  through  a committee  on  his 
part,  to  meet  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  for  the.  purpose  of  con- 
ferring together,  and  of  furnishing  those  considerations  respecting 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Russell,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  S.  - 
natt  to  ascertain.  In  refusing  to  meet  the  Executive  committee, 
the  committee  of  the  Senate  voluntar.ly  abandoned  the  pursuit  of 
that  knowledge  which  Mr.  Giles  contends  was  so  essential  to  deter- 
mine  the  senatorial  votes, and  thereby  asserted  an  equality  between 
three  members  of  the  Senate  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  appointments  to  office.  To  prove  this  equal- 
ivy,  the  critical  senator  labors  with  infinite  minuteness,  and  endea- 
vors to  persuade  us,  that  there  is  a difference  between  the  managers 
of  a conference  and  a committee  to  manage  a conference!  For 
•tnyself  I am  totally  at  a loss  to  comprehend  where  this  difference 
iies.  A committee , as  I understand  the  word,  is  one  or  more  men  to 
whom  any  business  is  committed , which  business  is,  by  such  com- 
mittee, to  be  managed,  or  effected:  And  managers  are,  in  like  man- 
ner, persons  who  are  appointed  to  do  any  business  assigned  to  them, 
iiy  whatsoever  name  they  are  called,  their  function  is  the  same. 
There  is  therefore,  no  inaccuracy  whatever  in  the  President’s  using 
the  word  committee,  as  it  is  completely  descriptive  of  those  to 


es  of  the  government  would  have  been  preserved.  I flatter  niy. 
self  that  this  exposition  of  Constitutional  doctrine  is  a little  more" 
solid,  ami  somewhat  more  rational,  than  that  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tar. 

Bat  here  Mr.  Giles  sets  up  another  objection.  lie  argues  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  a constituent  part  of  the  Executive 
department  of  government,  as  the  committee  men  of  the  Senate 
area  constituent  part  of  that  body  ; and  he  even  urges  this  portion 
of  his  argument  so  far,  as  to  place  the  head  of  the  department  of 
State  on  a par  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate!  I fancy  he  is  the 
only  one  that  thinks  so.  Ho  will  not  find  the  same  class  of  men 
occupying  both  stations-  Such  a comparison  lias  no  similitude* 
Do  you  und  Jelf  rsons;  Madisons,  or  Monroes,  acting  as  Secreta- 
ries of  die  Senate  ? I man  no -disrespect  to  that  body:  I wish  not 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  individual.— It  is  Mr.J  Giles  who  forc- 
es these  allusions  from  me.  The  situation  of  Secretary  of  the  Si 
nateis  truly  .respectable.  But  the  incivirlual  that  once  occupies 
that  past,  is  not  very  likely  to  gain  the  first  chair  in  the  foreign 
office.  1 propose  to  shew, with  seriousness,  that  the  celebrated  Se- 
nator of  Virginia  is  mistaken  on  this  subject. 

By  the  first  paragraph,  -of  the  second  section  of  the  second  art. 
of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  S.  the  President  “may  require  the 
opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  Execu- 


whom  it  is  applied.  But  Mr.  Giles  is,  unquestionably,  a man  ofi  tive  departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  the 
exceedingly  great  powers  of  discrimination  ; for  we  find  him,  | respective  offices.”  The  Department  of  State  is  o:v,  and  the  chief. 


exceedingly  great  powers  oi  discrimination ; ior  we  nnu  nun,|  respective  i 

still  adhering  to  liis  own  explanation  oi  the  term  .“information,”  ac-|  of  these  Executive  Departments;  and  the  Secret  arv  of  Slate  is,  of 
cosing  the  Executiveof  dullness, in  overlooking  obvious  differtii-  course,  a principal  Executive  officer,  recognized  by  the  words  of 
ces.  “ The  President  seems  (says  M.  G.j  hot  sufficiently  to  have  the  constitution,  whose  opinion  upon  the  affairs  of  iiis  department. 

ng.  For  what  purpose?  Cct* 
j.  What  are  the  Secretary  of 

______  _ husirtess  of  a foreign  or  domes- 

wonder,  without  the  imputation  of  ideocy.  If  the  call  and  thetwi-j  tic  diplomatic  or  other  nature  confided  to  him  by  the  laws  and  by 
ference,  have  the  same  end  in  view,  to  wit:  “ inform aiion-f  what  j the  President  In  relation  to  any  of  this  business,  his  opinions— 

' ’ •*  — - '•  * •' i, except  in  the  method  of  obtain-  not  mere  facts— are  held  in  view  by  the  constitution  as  essential 

the  constitution  indicates 
in  Executive  delibera- 
tes minions  in  writings, 


ces.  * The  President  seems  isays  i«.  u.;  not  sumcieuity  to  nave  t.'ie  constitution,  wrmse  opinion  upon  t 
appreciated  the  distinction,  between,  a conference,  and  a call,  for  the  Pitsi  l-  nt  may  require  in  writing 
information,  although  the  “ distinction  seems  obvious .”  Surely  a!  tainly  to  enlighten,  his  understanding, 
man  of  common  sense  might  here  pause,  widely  open  his  eyes,  and  j State’s  duth-s?  To  superintend  all  lmsi 
wonder,  without  the  imputation  of  ideocy.  I f the  call  and  the  con- : tie  diplomatic  or  other  nature  confided 
fercnce,  have  the  same  end  in  view,  to  wit:  “ information-''  whatj  the  President  In  relation  to  any  of 
distinction  is  there  between  them,  except  in  the  method  of  obtain-  not  mere  facts— are  htid  in  view  hy- 
ing it,  and  this  the  President  expressly  indicates,  in  his  Bte&sage  of  I to  the  President.  In  this  particular,  then, 
July  6,  may  be, “ either  to  request  the  Executive  to  furnish  it;”  the  Secretary  of  St  .te  as  a parti cipatoi 
■which  would  be  a call  by  resolution  ; or  “ to  refer  the  subject  to  a tious ; and,  if  the  President  may  requir  e 


committee  of  the  Senate  to  communicate,  either  formally  or  infor-  lie  may,  by  stronger  reason,  require  them 
mally,  with  the  head  of  the  proper  department;”  whicli  might  he 
done  by  letter,  or  by  personal  interview  or  conference.  Indeed, 

* i whatever  way  Mr.  Giles  pursues  his  argument,  he  invariably 


diy.  From  this 

grows  up  what  is  called  the  cabinet.  Its  utility  is  obvious.  Each 
secretary  brings  hito  Council  nis  own  relic cf  oiis  ; an  iut  rchange 
of  sentiments  and  opinions  take  place, and  the  nation  is  thus  belie 


summit,  being  unable  to  fix,  escapes  his  grasp,  and  compels  turn  to  i Senate?.  It  i>  a body  no  wli  r recognized  by  eh  ■ constitution;  It  is 
renew  the  task.  I candidly  confess  that  I am  ashamed  of  this  vei-Jnot  stablished  by  law : ifd;  mi.*  it»  existence  from  the  power  giv- 
bal  criticism;  but  the  honorable  Senator  compels  me  to  it.  j en  to  the  Senate  to  determine  the. rums  of  its  proem  ding : a com- 

Tothese  frivolities,  however,  Mr.  Giles  adds  some  thing  of  a hold- 1 mittee  of  the  Senate  is,  in  truth,  only  tin-  creature  of  the  Senate, 
cr  cast.  In  the 'technical  phraseology  of  the  law,  he  pretends  i without  original  orindepeiidenrauiho/.tyofany  kind,  and  deriving 
that  the  Senate  can,  quo  ad  hoc,  or  for  certain  incohate  purposes,  jts  importance  as  well  as  its  v -ry  exiiteno-.-  from  t!»e  -Senate  itself, 
clothe  a committee  of  that  body  with  all  the  attributes  of  the  Senate  -pjj . Secretary  of  Slat:,  on  the  contrary,  has  duties  asigimri  him, as 
itself.  To  prove  this,  he  quotes  certain  parts  of  the  journal  of  the  | Secretary  o 'State,  b>  law.  So  perfectly  is  in- identified  as  a part  of 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  alledges  a custom  hi  the  legisla- j t|ie  Executive,  that  Congress,  in  i -gislating,  frequnuly  assign  him 
lure  of  Virginia, of  adjourning,  whenever  a conference  is  carrying:  business,  peculiar  to  his  department,  in  express  ten  <s  without  iiu-ii*.: 


Virginia, of  adjourning,  wuenever a conierence is  carrying:  business,  pec 
on  between  conunitt.es  of  Us  two  branches.  But  I Kill  ask  Mr.  j tinning  the  president.-!'  A 
Giles  this:  Does  not  each  house  of  Congress,  and  each  house  of  the  j t0  jjjnd  any  tiling,  in  semi 


iiinittee  of  the  S nate  has  no  power 
out  of  it,  by  vqti  or  resolution  : But 
erstood  to 

_ ...  _ _ _ . unslitueni, 

which  they  *iiake  concerning  such  conference?  This  is  evident, in j of  the  executive  ; much  more  so  than  a committee  of  the 
the  case  of  the  Senate,  from  whose  journal  of  proceedings  lie  lias  I senate ; for  lie  is  advert  'd  to  by  the  constitution,  acknowledged  by 
published  extracts,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  report  of  the  j t|,e  bnvs,  and  known,  in  certain  circumstances,  in  the  government 
managers,  it  was  “resolved,  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  re 


General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  always  exercise  over  their  commit-  j the  secretary  of  state,  by  a letter  under  his 
nees,or  managers,  the  power  of  accepting  or  rejecting  the  report  j bind  the  president.  Tims  quo  ai  his  functions,  he  is : 


managers,  it  was  "resolved,  tnatuie  senate  concur  in  tlie  re|>ort  o; 
the  conference',”  or  otherwise.  The  same  course  is  uniformly 
followed  by  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia.  If, 
then,  the  Senate  exercises, as  it  will  not  he  denied  that  it  does,  a 
controlling  authority  over  the  proceedings  of  such  committees,  or 
managers,  how  can  it  he  said  tfiey  are  for  incoliate  purposes,  or 
quoad  any  thing,  clothed  with  the  entire  attributes  of  the  Senate? 
If  they  are  equal  to  the  Senate  in  any  thing,  then  in  that  thing  tlie 
Senate  cannot  check  them ; because,  if  it  could,  it  would  be  the  Se- 
nate, quo  ad  hoc , checking  the  Senate  ; which  would  he  ridiculous, 
and  past  all  reason.  We  read  in  Swift’s  tale  of  a Tub,  of  my  lord 
3’eter  wishing  to  pursuade  his  brethren  that  all  kinds  of  good  meats 
were  contained  in  simple  bread  ; hut  never  before  now,  I appre- 
hend, did  any  one  undertake  to  shew  a Senatorial  committee  could 
be  inspired  with  the  whole  authority  of  the  Senate  itself,  for  any 
/Object  in  which  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  was  con- 
cerned. There  could,  in  fact,  be  no  mode  of  infusing  such  great 
power  into  a committee,  unless  it  were  by  a previous  resolution  of 
the  whole  body  of  ^he  Senate,  specifying’  that  the  Senate  would  he 
bound  by  what  the  committee  might  or  might  not  do.  This  I be- 
lieve is  never  done ; and  certainly  was  not  done  in  the  case  before 
me. 

Now,  then,  we  cometothe  merits  of  tlie  question.  A committee 
of  the  Senate  is  appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  in  person. 
Suppose  the  President  assents  to  the  conference,  what  is  tlie  conse- 
quence? The  President,  speaking  as  the  entire  executive  branch, 
is  bound  by  what  lie  says,  unless  lie  retracts  and  runs  into  incon- 
sistencies ;_but  the  Senatorial  committee  do  not  hind  the  Senate  at 
all;  for  after  their  report  of  the  conference,  the  Senate  decides 
just  which  way  it  pleases.  And,  after  getting  out  of  the  Executive 
nis  sentiments,  if  it  decides  against  him, the  effect  of  such  vote  is  a 
censure  passed  upon  the  President's  understanding;  thus  degrading 


as  an  independent  eo-velative  of  the  presidential  administration. 
Mr.  Giles,  nevertheless,  .persists,  that,  as  the  executive  is  an  indivi- 
dual, lie  is  indivisible,  and  cannot  clothe  the  secretary  of  state,  in 
form  of  a committee,  with  ins  executive  attributes.  Having  dis- 
tinctly shvwn  that  the  senate  cannot  transpire  th~ir  entire  attri- 
butes into  a committee  of  their  own,  and  having  likewise  demon- 
strated that  although  the  secretary  of  state  is  not  coordinate  with 
the  president,  yet,  that  lie  is  superior  to  a Committee  of  the  seiiati , 
I might  he  allowed  to  pass  by  this  objection,  as  frivolous  with  res- 
pect to  the  question  before  me.  But  Ido  nojt  seek  indulgence; 
and  I presume  Mr.  Giles  does  not  ask  to  he  spared.  Physically 
speaking,  assuredly  the  president  is  not  divisible  : That  is,  you  can- 
not split  him  in  two,  or  cut  olf  a member,  so  that  one  part  of  his 
body  shall  net  as  president,  anil  the  other  as  his  committee  : Ami  t 
is  as  certain,  still  physically  speaking,  that  the  senate  can  he  divi- 
ded, one  part  acting  as  a committee  to  the  other,  on  account  of  its 
consisting  of  many  individuals*  It  is  not,  however,  th c physical  dis- 
pute. It  is  the':-  political  composition  tinilisiu  question.  Poliri 
catty  speaking,  tlie  senate  is  an  uniists  well  as  the  president  is.  l ire 
majority  of  votes,  expressive  of  the  majority  ot  opinions,  d. cities 
the  ‘ivill  of  the  senate:  And  the  force  of  the  opinions  which  tin; 
president  derives  from  his  secretaries,  in  writing  or  verbally,  to- 
gether with  his  own  determines  tlie  will  of  the  executive.  It  may  he 
said,  if  you  take  away  the  secretaries,  a per  wet  president  with  foil 


■y  “ Be  if  enacted,  fee.  That  the  marshals  of  the  several  districts  of 
the  United  States,  fee.  fee,  shall  be,  and  tin  y are  liiivhy  authoris  if 
and  required,  unaer  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ami  ac- 
cording to  such  instructions  as  he  shall  give  puisoaui  to  this  act,  to* 
cause  tin*  iiuniki  of  inhabitants,  fee.  to  be  taken,”  fee.  See  laws 
of  the  U.  States, p.  2-1,  vol.  5. 
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kectltive  power  still  remains.  So,  I sny,  take  away  the  commit- 
tee of  the  senate,  and  the  senate  itself,  with  lull  power,  still  remains. 
This  is  well  exemplified  in  practice  ; as,  notwithstanding  what  Mr. 
Giles  alledges  takes  place  in  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  when 
conferences  lsetween  committees  are  going  on,  it  is  notorious  t .at 
the  conferences  of  committees  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  do 
not  at  all  interrupt  the  progress  of  business  in  either  branch  of  that 
body.. 

As  the  Secretary  of  State- is  superior  to  a committee  of  the  Se- 
nate, so  is  lk  superior  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.— The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  is  the  mere  recorder  of  the  votes  and  resolu- 
tions of  that  body : be  originates  nothing  ; he  suggests  no  line  of 
proceeding ; he  drafts  no  resolution  he  is  simply  a passive  agent. 
The  Secretary  of  Scat  ■ originates,  and  does  not  record ; he  suggests 
find  sometimes  acts,  from  a general  knowledge  of  the  President’s 
sentiments,  upon  his  own  responsibility ; the  President  does  not 
order  him ; he  consults  him.  Further,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
is  appointed  by  the  Senate  alone,  and  is  not  an  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment generally : The  Secretary  of  State  is  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  and  is  a Secretary  in  his  province,  tor  all 
branches.  These  are  essential,  and  very  distinguished  differences, 
•—There are  others,  which  will  readily  occur  to  the  reader.  If  a 
parallel  is  to  be  run  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  President’s  private  Secretary ; which,  in  every  point 
of  view,  is  equally  respectable. 

If  it  shall  he  thought  that  I have,  in  the  preceding  observations, 
refuted  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Giles;  that  is  to  say,  it  if  shall  be  thought 
that  I have  shewn  that  the  mode  of  conferring,  by  committees, 
between  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  which  Mr.  Giles  confesses  is 
the  practice,  is  as  the  president  alledges,  amode,  which  from  analo- 
gy, applies  to  conferences  between  the  Executive  and  Senate;  and 
If  I have  also  shewn  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  the  committee 
of  the  President,  was  co-ordinate,  or  superior  to  the  committee  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  such  conference;  as  I think  I have; 
then  must  the  public  decide  at  once  against  Mr.  Giles  and  in  fa- 
vor of  Mr.  Madison.  Because  the  President,  before  he  drew  the 
distinction  between  the  Senate,  and  a committee  of  the  Senate,  in 
his  message  to  that  body  of  the  6th  of  duly,'  wishing,  as  it  were,  not 
to  excite  unpleasant  altercation,  did;— not  as -Mr.  Giless  asserts, 
“permit  his  Secretary  of  State  to  propose,  in  his  stead,  to  confer 
with  a committee  of  the  Senate;”— but  positively  authorized  him 
to  do  so;  as  will  appear  by  the  following  short  note,  which  consider- 
ing Mr.  Giles’s  fondness  for  copious  quotations  of  authentic  docu- 
ments, it  is  very  suprising  he  wholly  omitted  to  insert  in  any  part 
of  his  address  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates: 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

June  ?3d,  1813, 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  indisposition  of  the  President  continuing,  I 
am  instructed  by  him , to  express  to  you  ins  great  regret,  at  the  de- 
lay, to  wllith  it  lias  already  subjected  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
on  the  nomination  of  a minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  to  Sweden.  To  prevent  any  further  delay,  from  that  cause, 
he  has  authorised Uic  to  confer  with  you  on  that  subject,  and  to  com- 
municate to  you  ANT  INFORM AT 10 N which  y mi  may  be  desirous 
of  obtaining  from  the  Executive  relating  to  it.  I will  have  the  hon- 
our to  meet  you  for  this  purpose,  at  such  piace,  and  hour,  as  you 
Mil  have  the  goodness  to  appoint. 

„ (Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

The  Honorable 

Messrs,  Wells,  Giles  and  King. 

Itjs  to  be  observed,  that  the  information  proffered  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  the  name  of  the  President,  was  not  confined  to 
facts;  but  included* ‘flrny  information,”  and  not  only  such  information 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  conic!  give,  as  Secretary  of  State,  hut 
“any  information”  which  the  committee  were  “ desirous  of  obtaining 
from  the  executive.'''’  There  was,  consequently,  no  restriction  on  the 
part  of  the  president.  And  it  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  in  the 
World  that  Mr.  Gib  s,  the  luminous,  the  penetrating,  the  critical  Mr.  | 
Giles,  should  undertake  to  aver,  with  this' very  note  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe s within  his  reach,  (for  it  was  published  among  the  other  execu- 
tive proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  Mr.  Russel’s  nomination)  that 
“the  President  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  decline  the  overture  of  the 
Senate  for  a conference,  and  thus  deny  all  intermediate  interchange 
of opinion  roith  the  Senate  upon  executive  propositions!'''  So  far  from 
this  being  the  fact,  it  was  the  committee  of  the  Senate  that  declin- 
ed to  confer,  assuming  a mistaken  equality  with  the  President  him- 
self, (as  if  a part  of  the  Senate  were  equal  to  the  whole,)  and  pre- 
tending to  .a  higher  standing  than  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom 
the  committee  is,  in  view  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  actually 
subordinate.  I*  proof  of  this,  I here  introduce  the  answer  of  the 
committee  to  Monroe,  which  Mr.  Giles  lias  likewise  omitted: 

COMMITTEE  ROOM.  24th  June,  1813. 

SIR, 

The  committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  to  confer  respect- 
fully with  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  nomination 
made  by  him  of  a minister  plenipotentiary  to  Swvden,  have  had 
the  honor  this  morning  to  receive  your  latter  of  yesterday. 

The  committee  heard  with  real  concern  of  the  continued  indis- 
position of  the  President:  but  as  they  presume  there  are  connected 
with  this  nomination  no  considerations  of  so  urgent  a nature  as  to 
Require  an  immediate  decision  upon  it,  they  will  wait  with  pleasure 
for  the  conference  they  have  been  Ordered  by  the  Senate  to  request 
of  the  President,  until  the  restoration  of  his  health  takes  place. 

(Signed)  WM.  HILL  WELLS, 

Chairman  if  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  on 
Mr.  Russell's  nomination. 

The  Hon.  JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  State* 

It  may  be  here  very  p rtinently  asked,  who  exhibited  the  most 
unaccommodating  spirit:  who  stoodmost  out  upon  form, or  etiquette. 
It  must  be  answered;  the  Senate.  It  would  really  seem  that  the 


object  of  the  Senate  was  not  information,  concerning  facts  or  opin- 
ions: that,  they  might  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
It  was  the  President  himself  the  committee  wanted  to  get  at;  and 
because  he  would  not  admit  that  three  members  of  the  Senate  were 
equal  to  the  entire  body,  and  co-ordinate  with  himself,  the  Senate 
wilfully  voted  without  the  knowledge  that  was  tendered  to  it.  Sup- 
pose the  Executive  were  to  attempt  to  act  in  this  manner  with  the 
Senate:  Suppose  he  were  to  send  a committee  (which  he  has  as 
much  right  to  doas  tlie  Senate)  to  the  Senatorial  chamber,  to  demand 
a conference,  in  Senate.  Would  it  be  granted?  Would  the  Senate 
not  consider  it  as  an  attempt  to  encroach  upon  its  dignity?  Mr, 
Giles  has  taken  care  to  secure  the  Senate  from  such  an  outrage 
by  alledging  the  indivisibility  to  the  Executive.  The  President  al- 
ways communicates  with  the  Senatein  writing:  He  never  attempts 
to  lessen  it.  dignity  by  sending  committees  to  confer  with  it  in  full 
session.  The  mode  of  inter-communication  by  writing  appears  al- 
so, by  what  Mr.  Giles  says  in  a note  to  his  No.  II.  to  have  been  de- 
termined on  as  the  best  by  General  Washington,  after  lie  bad 
tried  the  method  of  personal  conference  by  attending  in  the  Senate. 
Such  attendance  could  not  but  have  been  accompanied  by  a xio- 
lation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  which  intended  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  in  regard  to  nominations,  to  be  checks  on  each 
other.  If  the  President  w ere  to  attend  the  Senate,  or  the  Senate  to 
attend  the  President,  (which,  in  effect,  would  be  the  same  thing,) 
the  Senate  could  not  speak  with  freedom  on  nominations  without 
frequently  insulting  the  President’s  feelings.  And  moreover,  such 
attendance,  would  go  to  subvert  the  form  of  our  government  quo 
ad  hoc:  It  would  go  to  convert  the  Senate  and  President,  from  two 
separate  and  independent  branches,  as  designed  by  the  eonstiu- 
tion,  into  a single  divan,  or  assembly,  for  making  apointments  to 
office.  Throughout  the  whole  of  Mr.  Giles’s  No.  II  there  js  a strain 
of  reasoning,  which  vindicates  the  intermeddling  of  the  Senate  in 
Executive  affairs.  He  speaks  of  an  ‘■•interchange  of  opinions”  be- 
tween the  two,  after  the  President  has  acted  and  before  the  Senate 
has  voted  on  nominations.  What  would  he  the  consequence  of  such 
interchange?  The  President,  having  taken  his  ground,  would  natu- 
rally insist  on  his  man,  and  the  Senate  must  either  acquiesce,  or 
enter  into  an  altercation  with  the  President:  Or,  if  the  President 
gave  way,  then  the  Senate  would  virtually  partake  of  the  power 
of  nomination  in  addition  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  approval; 
acasenot  at  all  comtemplated  by  the  constitution.  Besides,  to  what 
bargainings,  understandings,  and  private  promises  might  these  se- 
cret, unauthorised  conferrenccs  lead?  The  President  might,  on  some 
occasion,  corrupt  the  senators,  or  the  senators  corrupt  the  Presi- 
dent; and  being,  by  such  means,  practically  identified  as  one  body 
would  certainly  be  au  overmatch  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  thus  establish  an  odious  oligarchy,  in  the  room  of  present  happy 
system  of  checks  and  balances.  On  the  whole,  the  stand  which  the 
Pre  ident  took, appears  to  mark,  with  appropriate  distinction,  the 
| limit  of  executive  and  senatorial  intimacy,  and  for  taking  that 
stand,  and  maintaining  it,  las  an  American  citizen,  most  heartily 
thank  him. 


Legislature?  of  Massachusetts. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives , 

Our  meeting-  at  this  time  will  excite  the  mournful 
reflection  that  we  have  lost  a most  able  and  useful 
magistrate  by  the  death  of  the  late  chief  justice. — 
His  pre-eminent  talents  as  a lawyer,  and  his  inflexi- 
ble uprightness  as  a judge,  were  acknowledged  by 
all  that  knew  him.  But  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  enu- 
[meration  of  his  attainments  and  services  will  be  un- 
necessary— the  regret  of  the  public,  and  the  unfeign- 
ed grief  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances,  accompa- 
nied him  to  the  grave.  May  the  members  of  that 
profession  to  which  he  was  so  illustrious  an  ornament, 
do  honor  to  his  example  and  memory,  by  imitating 
his  virtues. 

Since  yotir  former  session,  I have  received  fifteen 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  which  were  delivered  by 
order  of  the  secretary  of  war,  conformably  to  the 
act  of  congress,  making  provision  for  arming  the 
militia  of  the  United  States.  The  arms  have  been 
deposited  in  the  public  arsenal  at  Cambridge,  and 
are  ready  for  distribution,  under  such  regulations 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature.  Pieces  of 
ordnance  and  other  suitable  munitions  of  war,  have 
been  sent  to  those  towns  on  the  coast,  which  were 
thought  most  exposed  ; and  a number  of  small  arms 
have  also  been  distributed,  which  had  been  purchas- 
ed by  virtue  of  the  resolve  of  the  27th  of  February 
last.  Vn  account  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  ex- 
ecutive under  the  resolve  of  the  sixteenth  of  June, 
and  the  annual  return,  by  the  adjutant-general,  of 
the  militia  of  this  state,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Tiie  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  middle  cir- 
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cult  has  made  a representation  to  the  governor  and 
council,  that  the  security,  which  the  law  requires 
of  coroners,  was,  in  some  instances,  given  a long 
time  since — that  their  sureties  may  be  dead  or  have 
become  insolvent : and  that  in  actions  of  replevin 
against  sheriffs  for  large  quantities  of  goods,  and  in 
many  other  cases,  the  public  are  not  secure  : And 
that  the  courts  of  common  pleas  have  no  authority 
by  Law  to  require  coroners  to  give  new  security  when 
the  former  has  become  insufficient.  As  the  legisla- 
ture can  provide  the  most  convenient  and  effectual 
remedy  in  this  case,  the  council  advised  me  to 
transmit  the  above  representation  to  the  two  houses. 

The  right  of  fully  investigatingpolitical  subjects/ 
and  of  freely  expressing  our  sentiments  in  relation 
to  them,  is  secured  to  us  by  our  constitutions,  and 
is  essential  to  the  public  safety  and  the  preservation 
of  a free  government : Without  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  the  most  oppressive  laws  would  not  be  repeal- 
ed, nor  the  most  grievous  abuses  reformed ; and 
whoever  attempts  to  invalidate  this  privilege,  what- 
ever name  he  assumes,  is  not  a friend  to  republican 
liberty. 

When  the  government  of  a nation  engages  in  a 
war  that  is  unjust  and  unnecessary,  the  people  are 
bound,  notwithstanding,  to  submit  to  the  laws  which 
are  enacted  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  and  are 
justified  in  defending  themselves  against  hostile  in- 
vasion. If  they  do  nothing  more,  the  government 
alone  is  answerable  for  all  the  sufferings  endured  or 
inflicted.  But  though,  at  the  first  view,  almost  eve- 
ry man  is  shocked  with  the  idea  of  war,  as  a viola 
lion  of  the  obvious  principles  of  humanity ; yet  there 
is  danger,  that,  from  the  continuance  of  it,  or  from 
selfish  considerations,  a sense  of  justice  and  the  in- 
fluence of  moral  principles  will  be  los<  among  the 
people.  In  the  tumult  of  arms  the  passions  of  men 
.^re  easily  inflamed  by  artful  misrepresentations — 
they  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the. origin  of  a contest, 
and  to  forget,  either  in  the  triumph  of  victory,  or 
the  mortification  of  defeat,  that  the  whole  weight  of 
guilt  and  wretchedness  occasioned  by  war,  is  charge- 
able upon  that  government  which  unreasonably  be- 
gins Jhe  conflict,  and  upon  those  of  its  subjects  who 
voluntarily  and  without  legal  obligation,  encourage 
and  support  it. 

If  the  British  orders  in  council  were  a principal 
cause  of  the  present  war,  we  had  the  utmost  reason 
to  expect,  that  when  those  orders  were  revoked,  *nd 
an  armistice  was  proposed  with  a view  of  opening 
the  way  to  an  accommodation,  that  proposal  would 
have  been  readily  agreed  to.  But  the  revocation  of 
the  orders  seemed  to  produce  no  effect  on  the  mea- 
sures of  our  administration.  And  though  (he  Bri- 
tish government  had  often  declared,  that  the  orders 
should  be  revoked  when  the  French  decrees  were  re- 
pealed— though  the}'  were  revoked  as  soon  after  the 
repeal  was  notified,  as  the  then  derang-ed  state  of  the 
British  ministry  would  permit — and  though,  in  the 
act  of  revocation,  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees 
was  assigned  as  the  cause  of  it — yet  an  attempt  lias 
been  made  to  convince  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  the  British  orders  were  not  revoked  in  conse- 
quence of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  hut  from 
the  pressure  of  our*  restrictive  system.  This  at- 
tempt seemsho  exhibit  a want  of  fairness  and  a dis- 
position unfriendly  to  peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Nor  can  we  readily  believe  that  the  war  was  de- 
clared or  is  carried  on  for  the  protection  of  our  na- 
tive seamen.  The  states  which  produce  them,  well 
know,  that  the  number  impressed  by  British  ships 
has  been  grossly  exaggerated— that  the  British  go- 
vernment lias  uniformly  disclaimed  any  right  to  im- 
press Uiem — that  when  impressed,  they  have  been 
discharged  when  jtiieir  citizenship  was  ascertained  ; 
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and  that  the  number  of  British  seamen  employed  by 
us,  has,  at  all  times,  been  far  greater  than  those  of 
all  nations  who  have  been  impressed  from  our  ves- 
sels. No  class  of  men  has  suffered  more  by  the  war 
than  our  gallant  native  seamen;  they  have  bem 
more  injured  in  one  year  of  hostility,  than  they  ever 
were,  or  probably  ever  would  have  been  by  Brit  . h 
impressment — they  are  eminently  distinguished  for 
bravery  and  naval  skill,  and  whenever  their  services 
can  be  useful  to  their  country,  they  will  do  all  that 
men  can  do.  But  their  number  is  diminishing,  and 
during  the  war  must  continue  to  diminish,  from  the 
annihilation  of  their  ordinary  business,  as  well  as 
from  the  immense  superiority  of  force  employed  a- 
gainst  them. 

If  we  are  contending  for  the  support  of  a claim  to 
exempt  British  seamen  from  their  allegiance  to  their 
own  country,  is  it  not  time  to  inquire  whether  our 
claim  is  just  ? And,  if  the  justice  of  it  was  appa- 
rent, whether  the  cause  we  are  pursuing  has  any' 
tendency  to  establish  it  and  to  change  the  opinions 
and  laws  of  the  states  of  Europe  p So  far  as  the 
war  is  carried  on  for  this  purpose,  or  to  protect 
neutral  merchant  ships  from  search  by  belligerents, 
it  seem.?  to  be  equall}  opposed  to  our  own  principles 
and  practice,  and  the  established  rules  and  usages 
of  other  nations. 

The  late  act  of  the  national  government  interdict- 
ing the  trade  cqaslwiae,  between  different  par's  of 
the  same  state,  as  well  as  between  the  states  respec- 
tively and  with  ail  foreign  nations,  contains  provi- 
sions of  su.cn  a character  as  makes  it  worthy  of  an 
inquiry/  whether  any  measures  can  be  properly 
adopted  by  this  government,  which  would  be  likely 
to  induce  congress  to  repeal  them,  or  to  amend  them 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  their  constitutionality 
k/ss  questionable  ? 

The  friends  of  peace  are  accused  cf  being  under 
British  influence,  but  their  accusers  ought  to  reflect, 
whether  partialities  of  an  opposite  kind  have  not 
j produced  the  evils  we  suffer,  and  whether  if  our 
(conduct  towards  bo*h  belligerents  had  been  impar- 
tial, a war  with  either  would  have  been  thought  ne- 
cessary. We  had  assumed  the  character  of  a neu- 
trul  nation  ; but  had  we  not.  violated  the  duties  im- 
posed by  that  character  ? Had  not  every  subject  of 
complaint  against  one  belligerent  been  amply  dis- 
played, and  those  against  the  other  concealed  o, 
palliated  ? And  had  we  not,  in  the  former  case,  been 
remarkably  sagacious  in  discovering  insults,  and 
equally  solicitous  in  the  latter  to  keep  them  out  or 
sight?  1.  ’•  s indeed  been  suggested  that  we  have 
no  connection  with  France  in  regard  to  the  war  ; but 
when  England  and  France  were  engaged  in  a most 
arduous  sn  uggle,  and  we  interfered  and  assaulted 
one  of  them,  will  any  man  doubt  our  intention  to 
assist  the  other  ? Some  connection  seems  also  to  be 
implied  in  the  proposal  which  was  made  by  the 
French  emperor,  that  the  congress  at  Prague  should 
be  composed  of  plenipotentiaries  from  France,  the 
United  States,  Denmark  and  the  other  allied  prin- 
ces, on  the  one  hand,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
England,  Russia,  Prussia  and  their  allies,  on  the 
other. 

Previously  to  the  French  revolution,  there  was 
seldom  an  instance  in  the  history  of  civilized  nations, 
in  which  a prince  or  government  engaged  in  war 
without  alleclging  reasons  to  justify  the  measure  ; 
and  though,  in  some  cases,  the  motives  of  the  wav 
were  unjust,  the  reasons  assigned  were  specious  : 
and  in  pretence,  at  least  were  founded  in  necessity. 
But  the  French  emperor  has  thought  fit  to  dispense 
with  these  forms  and  to  wage  war  without  even  a pre- 
tence of  injury.  The  glory  of  the  prince  or  the  con- 
venience of  the  great  nation  have  been  deemed  sufii 
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for  public  information,  that  in  relation 
le  extension  of  patent  terms  generally, 

_ 4 IMS';  ■ impression  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 

government  extends,  a species  of  political  morality  generally  to  exteild  the  terms  of  patent  rights,  though  an  extension 

has  been  introduced,  which  annuls  the  distinction  | ,?liSh.t  be  dne.to  Mr-  Eva,f  improvement  of  the  steam  engine.  A 

decision  on  this  question,  however,  had  been  deferred  hy  the  com- 


cient  grounds  for  subiugating  one  after  another,  the  1 Mr*  insynoll stated  also,  f0 
states  of  Europe  , and  so  far  as  the  influence  of  the  i^ 


between  power  and  right,  and  authorises  a govern- 
ment and  its  subjects,  whenever  they  are  «ble,  to 
subdue  or  destroy  the  neighboring  states,  How  ex- 
tensively this  system  of  morals  has  been  adopted  it 
is  impossible  to  say  : Hut  we  have  seen  the  rapa- 

cious and  desolating  progress  of  the  French  govern- 
ment approved  by  Americans,  and  have  been  often 
told  it  would  be  convenient  for  us  to  expel  the  Indi- 
an tribes  to  a still  greater  distance  ; and  to  conquer 


mittee,  with  a view  to  afferd  an  opportunity  to  persons  claiming 
like  indulgence  to  bring  their  claims  before  congress. 

Mr.  MurlVee,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  in  which  lie  ad- 
verted to  the  failure  of  our  arms,  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
responsible  officer  [a  lieutenant-general]  to  take  charge  of  the 
military  establishment.  He  said  the  necessity  of  having  such  a 
head  to  the  army  was  seen  and  acted  upon  in  1798.  He  adverted 
to  the  absence  of  the  secretary  of  war  from  the  seat  of  government, 
assuming  the  office  of  commander  in  chief,  in  addition  to  the  other 
important  duties  he  was  required  to  perform.  Mr.  Wright  denied 
that  our  arms  had  failed  ; but  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
the  subject  to  the  military  committee.  He  complimented  the  Se- 


ville adjoining  provinces  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  cretary  of  war  for  his  exertions,  and  said  we  had  succeeded  in 

and  aiinpv  tiipm  tn  the  ITn  t-ri  CIt-.tpc:  tIipi-p.  m.-iq  eveiT  ^ting,  but  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  when  storms  ami 

an4  annex  them  to  tiie  Umted  btates.  Ineie  was  eJimate  defeated  the  expected  issue.  The  motion  laid  over  for 


some  grounds  to  hope  that  the  events  of  the  litis 
sian  campaign  might  incline  the  French  rulers  to 
call  in  question  the  policy,  if  not  the  justice,  of  this 


consideration. 

Mr.  Sharp,  having  explained  the  laws  relating  to  the  militia 
which  subject  them  when  in  regular  service,  to  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war,  adverted  to  the  recent  proclamation  of  governor  Chi!- 


predatory  system  ; and  induce  them  to  renounce  Uendcii,  and  complimented  the  “Green fountain  Hoys”  tor  their 
those  false  and  fatal  principles,  which  have  been  in-  l'e*],saI.  t°  obey  it,  offered  the  following— 
jurious  to  their  own  nation  and  destructive  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  world.  Had  such  been 
the  case,  the  disasters  they  met  with  might  .eventual- 
ly have;  proved  beneficial  even  to  themselyes  : For 

no  people  are  less  to  be  envied,  than  they,  who  pros- 
per in  a cause  of  deceit  and  violence  and,  whose  re- 


Resolved,  That  the  militia  of  any  of  these  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  when  lawfully  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  are  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  as  the 
troops  of  the  United  States. 

Resokved*  That  every  person  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles; 
of  war,  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
j United  States  to  desert,  is  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  ami  subject,  to  punishment. 

, . , . . . ■ ■ ■ | Resolved,  That  his  excellency  Martin  Chittenden,  governor  of  the 

tnbution  is  deferred  till  repentence  CUU  aflprd  no  State  of  Vermpnt,  by  issuing  his  proclamation  dated  at  Montpelier 

-•  - * ' ....  -Vv*  1*  J r i..,..  • v 1 ifi7 


relief. 

As  we  are  unable  to  ascertain  the  motives  tinder 
which  the  government  is  actuated  in  prosecuting  the 


bn  the  iOth  day  ot  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1813,  did 
entice  sojdjevs  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  desert— 
4'htrefoi-e, 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  ar.d  he  i3 


vm-  ,1  i' , . • • ' ' 1 „ -1°.  1 i hereby  requested  to  instruct  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 

.1,  e CUi.  101  m no  opinion  concerning  its  piobable  ; ytates  to  institute  & prosecution-against  the  said  Martin  Chittenden, 
duration.  Peace,  however,, must  be  ardently  desir-|  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vt.  expressed  his  regret  that  these  resolutions  had 
ed  bv  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  as  the  lire-  ; apjn-ared;  which  he  thought  was  the  sense  of  the  whole  delega* 
. ’•  ' , . ! turn  from  Vermont,  He  thought  few  people  in  that  state,  and 

sent  State  is  unfavorable  to  their  morals,  2.110.  ruinous  1 certainly  nqneofits  representatives,  approved  of  the  proclamation 
to  their  prosperity;  and  besides,  a large  national  j T-rbut  if  the  governor  had  committed  an  offence,  hewas  liable,  at  the 
debt  lias  b^en  alreadv  inrtmWl  *md  ic  Vnntmii-illv  1 P«>per  tribunal.  He  thought  that  house  ought  not  to  interf  re  in 
1 Ji,lS  f 4,  , , , » , 1 ® 1 the  matter;  being  calculated  to  bias  the  proceedings  that  might  he 

increasing,  which  Will  probably  have  the  same  con- Iliad  against  him.  This  opinion  seemed  generally  to  prevail.  The 
tinuance  as  the  union  of  the  states,  and  must  entail  I resolutions  were  laid  over  for  further  consideration. 

«mnn  tl»a  r,,. „ , i . c ■ . •,  . , Mr.  Pickens5  resolutions  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United 

P C pito^lU  geneiation  anci  tlieir  posterity  the  | States  were  taken  up  ill  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Grosvencv 

burdens  of  direct  aipl  oppressive  ta^es.  jt  ' “ ' ' 

But  though  our  fellow  citizens  have  suffered!; 
greatly  since  the  war  by  the  loss  of  property  on  Hie 
ocean,  and  by.  an  abpost  total  interruption  in  their 
fisheries  and  other  maritipie  pursuits,  and  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  met  wills  in  conv 
supplies 
we  have 

order  and  tranquility  which® have  prevailed' throii^i  i Refored  to  th‘c  c*ommittee  of  commerce  and  maim- 


opposed  and  Messrs.  Pickering  and  Gaston  supported  them— they 
were  laid  aside  on  receiving  the  message -of  the  president,  inserted 
in  our  last  number. 

Friday,  January.  7.— Mr.  'Wheaton  presented  a petition  of  Paul 
Cnffe,  a free  colored  man,  who  states  that  from  motives  of  re- 
ligion and  humanity  he  hath  been  induced  to  attempt  the  civili- 
zation and  amelioration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  African  continent, 


, . . p | ^ eying  necess.ll \ aild  prayjng  permission  for  a vessel  to  depart  from  the  United 

iiOhl  one  part  Qi  tne  const  tQ  another,  yet  States  to  Sierra  Leone  for  the  purpose  of  carrying,  a number  of 
abundant  pause  of  gratitude  for  the  internal  I families  of  free  colored  people  to  effect  the  object  of  his  under 


the  state,  and  plentiful  harvests  with  which  the  Al- 
mighty has  been  pleased  to  favor  us  the  past  year. 

May  we  be  solicitous  not  tp  abuse  the  gifts  of  his 
bounty  by  a pernicious  or  prodigal  use  of  them. 

CALEB  STBONQ. 

January  12*/*,  1814. 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Thursday , January  6.— The  following  resolution  was  yesterday 
laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia—  1 " ' • 

th.c  ™natc  anjl  representatives  of  the  United  I enqffirelnto  \iil^a:s>ujes  and  reguhuions  by  w 

r'vn  afi\rcf  assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  houses  leave  of  absence  frqm  the  armies  of  the  United  S 
Wnvlc'  1 li:U  thf  1(,ho\ymg  articles  be  proposed  so  the  legis-  for  the  officers  thereof,  and  whether  said  arts,  ml 
Jan  ties  oi  tne  several  stat'-s,  as  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Sta^s,  eacli  of  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of 
tne  said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  tiie  said  constitution ; 

I*  Congress  shali  iiave  power  to  lay  a tax  or  duty  not  exeeediup- 
per  centum  ad  valorem  on  articles  exported  from  any  state. 

2f.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roads  in  any  state. 

3.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  canals  in  any1  state,  with 
die  consent  of  the  state  within  which  the  same  shall  he  made.  ‘ 

4.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  a national  bank  with 
branches  thereof  in  any  stitfe. 

Many  private  petitions  were  read  and  referred. 

hlr.  Ingersoli,  frohi  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  OJh.qr  Evans  mid  of  others  interested  on  the  siibf-etof 
l»atefit  terms  in  general,  and  Mr.  Evans's  improvements  iii  niiilinp- 
particularly,  made  a report  in  part  oil  the  petitions  of  the  flour 1 
inanu.acturers  against  Oliver  Evans’  patent,  concluding  with  a 
tlieir"  petition  ought  not  to  he  granvd.”  This 
l""  ™ ^ Y.  referred  to  a com  nittee 


resolution'  that 
r -port  was,  o;f  mo.ticai  of  Mr.  Fisk 
hf  the  whole. 


Mr.  Ingersoll,  after  some  remarks  911  the  powers  and  patronage 
of  the  postmaster-general,  comparing  his  authority  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  his  numerous  officers,  with  the  restricted  powers  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  government,  offered  the  following 
resolution  : _ ' 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  la\ys  regulating  the  general  post-offic.e 
establishment  of  the  United  States,  linrl  of  so  amending  them  as  to. 
render  them  more  conformable  than  they  are  at  present  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  as  regards  the  appointments  to  office 
under  thqt  establishment. 

Which  was  passed  and  referred  as  proposed, 

Mr.  Gvcsvencr  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  he  instructed  to 
’ ' ’ ’ ’ - 1 which  furloughs  or. 

States  are  obtained 
iif'S  or  regulations 

t to  be  revised,  altered  or  amended,  and  tliat  they  have  leave  40 
report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Troup,  chairman  of  the  military  committee,  opposed  the 
resolution  and  deprecated  the  disposition  of  the  house  to  interfere 
iu  the  management  of  the  army.  lie  read  the  following  article  from 
regulations  of  the  wat  office  ivspming  furloughs— 

No  furlough  shall  Iv  given  during  a campaign  ; nor  any,  but  by 
the  general  commanding  the  district  or  army,  anti  for  the  cause  of 
disability,  which  disability  shall  be  certified’  by  a regimental  or 
hospital  surgeon. 

Furlbughs^shall,  beside  expressing  the  term  of  time  granted  to 
absentees,  express  also  an  order  to  join  the  regiment,  post  or  gar- 
rison, to  which  they  may  belong. 

No  order  shall  be  given  to  officers  seeking  a furlough  for  then- 
own  convenience,  which  shall  have  the  effect  of  entitling  them  to 
aii  allowance  for  the  transportation  of  baggage. 

The  motion  lies  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making'  a partial  appropriation  for  the  military  establish-, 
ment,  as  returned  from  the  senate,  amended,  was  tlun  taken  yp 
and  after  debut*-,  passed — ayes.  95,  nays  5?.  Adj.  until  Monday. 
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Monday,  January  10.— Several  petitions  were  read  and  referred. 
Mr.  Troup  reported  a bill  to  raise  three  additional  regiments  of 
riflemen;  and  a bill  authorising  the  president  to  raise  for  live  years 
or  for  the  war,  fourteen  of  the  regiments  authorised  by  the  act  of 
January  29,  1813,  which  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

On  mot  ion  of  Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New- York,  the  house  proceeded 
im  consider  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  Friday 
last,  which  was  read  ami  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  he  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  acts,  rules  and  regulations,  by  which  furloughs  or 
leave  of  absence,  from  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  are  obtained 
for  the  officers  thereof,  and  whether  said  acts,  rules  or  regulations 
ought  to  he  revised,  altered  or  amended,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Md.  submitted  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  the  whole  house  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  ot  extending  the  2d  section  of  the  act. 
for  the  establishment  of  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  tin- 
yvinies  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  spies,  to  the  citizens  i the 
United  States. 

The  question  on  this  motion,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follow  : veas  85— nays  77. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  submitted  by 
Mr.  Hanson,  of  Md. on  the  28th  ultimo.:  whan  Mr.  Hanson  with- 
drew the  said  resolutions,  [sec  page  298]  and  offered  the  following 
in  lieu  thereof  :— 

Resolved,  That,  the  president  of  the  United  States  he.  and  1m  is 
hereby  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  any  information  in 
his  possession,  and  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  divulge,  in 
illation  to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the  Fr-  ucu  government,  to 
accredit  the  minister  plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  United  States  to 
that  court,  or  of  his  reception  if  accredited,  of  the  time  when  he  was 
so  accredited,  and  of  the  progress  of  his  negotiation. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  he  appointed  to  enquire,  whether 
Mr.  Turreau,  late  minister  of  France,  did  or  did  not,  on  or  about 
the  14th  of  June,  1807,  write  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  stat. , setting 
faith  tin:  terms  and  conditions,  upon  which  his  government  would 
treat  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  states,  a. id  using 
certain  complaints  against  this  government,  and  requiring  certain 
political  sacrifices  to  he  made,  as  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to 
idle  formation  of  such  a treaty,  and  whether  the  said  letter  was  not 
withdrawn  from  the  arc) lives  of  the  department  of  state,  and 
how  and  when  it  was  so  withdrawn  ; and  that  the  said  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pap  rs. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  house  will  now  proceed  to  con- 
i’-der  the  said  resolution,  it  was  decided  by  y eas  and  nays,  as 
follows : yeas  90— nays  09. 

And  before  deciding  further  on  the  satin*— the  house  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  January  11. — Mr.  Ingersoll  of  Penn,  from  the  commit- 
mittee  appointed  to  enquire  into  that  subject, reported  a hill  “pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  post-masters.” — [That  after  tin;  first 
day  of  May  next,  no  person  shall  act  as  post-master  in  any  orifice  of 
the  United  States,  w ho  shall  not.  have  been  nominated  by  the  pre- 
sident, and  receive  the  approbation  of  the  senate.]  The  bill  was 
twic*  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  S.  G.  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  re- 
ported a bill  further  to  amend  the  act  regulating  pensions  to  per- 
sons on  board  private  armed  vessels ; which  was  twice  read  gnd 
committed. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Hanson’s  resolutions  occurring— The 
first,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  said  it  called  for 
information  in  a proper  manner,  was  agreed  to  without  a division. 

Of  tlie  second  resolution,  Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  was  of  a character 
unprecedented  in  its  call  on  the  executive,  and  that  tq  warrant  its 
adoption  a specific  object— what  was  expected  to  grow  out  of  it, 
and  that  the  object  was  of  a character  to  warrant  the  investigation, 
•should  he  shewn.  Mr.  Hanson  made  a long  speech  on  the  subject 
in  which  he  maintained  the  propriety  of  the  resolution,  and  en- 
forced its  adoption ?the  letter  had  been,  he  said,  in  the  depart- 

ment of  state,  and  that  the  facts  that  belonged  to  it  were  proper 
subjects  for  enquiry.  Mr.  Calhoun  agqin  rose,  and  opposed  the 

resolution lie  said,  “Suppose  it  w ere  proved  that  this  letter  was 

in  fact  w ritten  by  general  Turreau,  and  that  all  tiie  other  ci mi  in- 
stances relating  to  it  were  true,  which  for  himself  he  did  not  credit, 
what  did  it  prove?  Merely  that  an  impertinent  letter  had  been 
•yvritten  by  a foreign  minister.  Did  the  executive  sanction  it?  No. 
What  view  the  executive  ought  to  take  of  such  a letter,  or  how  to 
treat  it,  depended  on  a variety  of  circumstances,  on  which  this  house 
had  not  the  means  to  form  an  opinion.” 

Mr.  Gaston  replied  to  Mr.  Calhoun— lie  thought  the  opposition 
to  the  resolution  proceeded  front  an  over  delicacy  in  respect  to  the 
executive.  He  thought  the  maUerimportant  as  shewing  the  terms 
on  which  the  French  government  would  be  in  amity  with  us,  tec. 
Mr.  Roberts  followed  and  disclaimed  any  idea  of  infringing  the 
rights  of  the  house  to  a call  for  information  or  of  shielding  the 
executive.  He  stated  that  the  ground  of  the  resolution  vested  on 
newspaper  evidence,  and,  generally,  that  the  matter  w'us  not  worth 
the  time  consumed  with  it.  He  viewed  the  motion  as  a “bug-bear,” 
but  it  w'as  a frivolous  tiling,  when  measures  of  real  importance 
hiirthened  the  table  of  the  house.  After  a motion  to  amend  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  conceiving  that  the  house  w as  trifling 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 

until  March  next decided  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Oakly  advocated 

the  resolution  generally.  He  said — The  practical  result  then  of 
successful  enquiry  would  he  to  prove  the  executive  to  have  been 
guilty  of  a high  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  impeach- 
int  nt. 

Mr.  Alston  of  N.  C.  followed  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  part- 
ly on  the  same  grounds  as  occupied  by  others  in  opposition  to  it. 
If  every  fact  alleged  were  proved,  liesiid,  it  would  prove  nothing 
pgainst  the  executive.  This  subject  originated  in  ifs  and  wherefores, 
anJ  prosecute  an  enquiry  to  the  utmojl?  there  it  would  end.  Mr. 


A.  adverted  to  the  sensibility  gentlemen  yesterday  displayed  o:i  the 
proposition  to  prevent  spies,  toryism  if  you  will,  from  stalking 
abroad ; an, l expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  incon-isteucy  of  their 
conduct  to-day  on  a matter  of  much  more  doubtful  propriety. 

Mr.  Grosvetior,  of  N.  Y.  adverted,  stvn-wh  ,t.  .-nIi! y to"  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Alston  oil  the  subject  of  yest  -ruav’s  delate  and 
proceeded  to  speak  in  support  of  th  resolution,  which  he  warmly 
advocated  on  the  grounds  before  occupied,  declaring  in  substance 
that  if  the  facts  w't-re  proved,  the  president  merited  impeachment 
for  concealing  them — and  appeared  to  conceive  the  permission  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  letter  to  bv  no  less  an  offence  than  lie  consi- 
dered its  concealment  to  have  been  ; because  the  same  rule  extended 
would  sanction  the  destruction  or  giving  away  o:  any  public  docu- 
ment at  any  time,  or  even  of  all  the  papers  in  the  department  of 
state. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  again,  and  ridiculed  the  idea  of  an  enquiry  by 

thr.  house  into  the  baseless  accusation  of  French  subserviency 

he  said,  The  very  document  by  which  gentlemen  wished  to  prove  a 
j French  influence,  cut  up  by  the  roots  the  fanciful  absurdity— being 
• predicated  on  the  supposed  existence  of  an  influence  of  a very  dif- 
) ferent  character. 

Mr.  Sharp  spoke  at  considerable  length  against  the  resolution. 
He  tout  .uided,  that  put  what  const- action  they  might,  the  retraction 
of  the  it  tier  was  its  apology.  He  said,  the  bon.  mover  had  told  the 
house  the  oil.  -relay  thathe  had  i>.  his  possession  the  only  authentic 
copy  of  the  letter,  translated  in  the  hand  writing  of  one  of  the 
clerks  in  the  department  of  state.  How  came  it  into  the  gentle- 
man’s possession  ? How  does  he  know  it  to  be  authentic,  or  to  have 
been  translated  iii  that  manner.  Mr.  S.  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
let  the  house  know  w hat  they  kriew,  and  let  the  house  predicate 
any  proceding  thereon  it  thought  proper. 

Some  conversation  now  took  place  between  Messrs.  Grosveiior, 
Calhoun  and  Macon  of  N.  C.  on  the  subject  ot  the  proceedings  on 
the  impeachment  of  judge  Chase,  which  has  been  drawn  into  con- 
sideration on  the  question  of  precedent,  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  warmly,  and  mentioned  in  his  remark  a toast 
I drank  by  a veivrabk*  member  of  the  house,  “ Britain's  fast  anchor- 
ed isle,  the  bulwark  of  our  holy  religion .”  He  was  checked  by  the 
speaker — - 

Mr.  Gaston  again  spoke  in  support  of  the  proposition,  as  afford- 
iiig  information  mcessary  for  legislative  acts  likely  to  come  before 
lbs  house  during  the  pi  • at  session— and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
remarks  on  the  variety  of  reasons  offered  by  the  advocates  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  say,  that  the  venerable  gentleman  to  w hom 
lie  had  fima’knled  (Mr.  Pickering)  had  very  politely  corrected  his 
statement  of  his  toast,  and  written  it  down  for  him  as  follows 
“ Toe  world’s  last  hope — Britain’s  fast  anchored  isle” — which  senti- 
ment. »ho  same  gentleman  had  informed  him,  “he  had  no  objection 
should  be  inscribed  on  his  tombstone.” 

Mr.  Stockton  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Sharp. 

Mr.  Macon  assigned  the  reason  why  lie  should  vote  for  the  pro- 
position—not  but  lie  believed  tiie  president  to  he  pure  and  free 
from  corruption— hut  because  he  had  no  objection  to  the  whole 
truth  being  known  ; to  which  the  president  would  have  no  objec- 
tion, inasmuch  nc,  a pure  man,  like  pure  gold,  need  fear  no  scru- 
tiny. He  conceived  the  retraction  of  the  letter  to  be  a disavowal 
in  fact,  and  in  the  na'tur  of  an  apology  for  having  sent  it. 

The  question  to  amend  the  resolve  so  as  to  require  the  informa- 
tion therein  Stated  from  the  executive  instead  of  obtaining  it 
through  a committee,  was  decided  iu  the  negative  by  a large  "ma- 
jority, 

The  main  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  taken , 
at  a late  hour,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baylies,  of  Mass.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury* 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Cul- 
peper, Davenport,  Davis,  of  Mass.  Dewey,  Ely.  Gaston,  G -ddts, 
Grosveiior,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson,  of  R.  I. 
Kent,  of  N.  Y.  King,  of  Mass.  Law  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Mosely,  MarkeJl,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pilkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed".  William  Reed.  Hidgely,  Ruggles,  Seiiuremau, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Stanford,  Stockton. 
StPiiart,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward,  of  Mass. 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Mass.  Win  ter-.  50. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arclu-r,  Avery 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly,  of  Yirg,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradl  y,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell.  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch.  D.i- 
vis,  of  Peii ti.  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppcs, 
Evans,  Farrow-,  Fisk,  of  Ver.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffith,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  ITashrouck.  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham. Irwin,  Jackson,  of  Virg.  Johnson,  of  Yirg.  Kennedy,  Kent, 
of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King,  of  N.  C.  LeffevtsT 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  M‘Cov,  M‘Kim,  MT.ean,  Moore,  Murfr  -e,  Nelson, 
N:  wton,  Parker.  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ilea,  of  Pen.  Rhea, 
of  Ten.  Rich,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Roan,  Roberts,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith,  of  Pen.  Smith  of 
Virg.  Strong,  Tt  lfair,  Troup,  Udree.  Ward,  of  N.  J.  Wliitehill, 
M'ion,  of  Penn.  Wright,  Yancey— 100. 

So  the  r.  solution  was  rejected.  Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  January  l ‘.--Mr.  Roberts,  after  stating  his  desire  to 
gratify  the  gentlemen  in  the  minority,  ns  well  as  satisfy  his  own  cu- 
riosity, proposed  the  original  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Hanson 
[see  page  298]  as  a substitute  for  that  which  was  yesterday 
rejected. 

‘Mr.  Hanson  warmly  opposed  this  and  w'as  called  to  order  for  his 
personalities.  He  afterwards  spoke  of  his  being  in  possession  of  the 
document,  which  he  pledged  himself  to  be  authentic.  Jke.  He 
thought  the  substitute  an  evasion  of  the  enquiry.  Mr.  MT.ean  siije 
ported  the  i;io£ion?  bu£  ridiculed  the  importance  that  had  beet: 


passage  to  a second  reading,  was  decided  as  follows ' 

For  Mr.  She  fifty's  motion  54 

Against  it  103 

The  bill  was  then  put  on  its  passage,  and  a warm  debate  ensuo 
till  7 o'clock  in  the  evening;  when  the  previous  question  was  re- 
quired (winch  precludes  further  debate)  and  decided  thus  : 

For  the  previous  question  76 

Against  it  68 

The  main  question  was  then  put— “shall  the  bill  pass?”  and 
decided  rts  tb'lpws : 

AYES— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
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ttributed  to  the  subject  by  the  minority  of  the  house.  Mr.  Tost  After  some  objection  on  the  question  of  order  as  to  the  udmi 
cp  posed  the  resolution  on  the  ground  of  inefficiency.  sion  ol  a rider  to  a bill,  being  contrary  to  practice,  and  a discus 

Mr.  Roberts  replied  to  Mr.  Post.  His  object  was  to  obtain  full  I sion  on  the  principle  of  the  proposed  rider,  the  question  on  iu 

and  complete  information  on  this  subject,  and  to  institute  an  *"  " 

enquiry  how  this  withdrawn  letter  had  cume  into  the  possession  of 
those  who  now  say  they  have  it.  That  information,  when  demanded 
yesterday,  had  been  refused  by  those  iu  whose  power  it  was  to 
give  it. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  replied  to  Mr.  Roberts  and  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion ; the  paper  iu  question  was  in  the  possession  of  a member  of 
the  house ; and  he  wished  the  matter  thoroughly  investigated. 

Mr.  Barnett  said  the  only  real  question  before  thje  house  these 
two  days  was,  whether  the  house  should  go  in  at  the  door  or  climb, 
over  the  walls  of  the  public  offices  to  get  at  the  necessary  infor 
ination.  Mr.  13.  was  lor  the  first  course;  and  if  gentlemen  on  the!  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Beall,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell.  Caldwell 
other  side,  said  he,  are  determined  to  go  over  the  wall,  let  them , Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cbeves,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conrad 
receive  that  denunciation  which  it  is  said  those  shall  have  who  go  j Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Desha.  Duvall,  Earle, 
over  the  wall.  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk,  (of  Vt.)  Fisk,  (of  N.  Y.)  Form-;, 

Forsythe,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdiri,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson,  (of  Va.)  Johnson,  (of  Va.)  Ken- 
nedy, Kent,  (of  N.  Y.)  Kent,  (of  Md.)  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
Law,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  M’Cov,  M'Kee,  M‘Kim, 
M‘Lean,  Montgomery,  Murtree,  Moore,  Ncdsoii,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Piper.  Pleasants,  Rea,  (of  Pa.)  Rhea,  (of  Ten.)  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roan,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith, (of Pa.)  Smith,  (of  Va.)  Tannehill, -Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward,  (of  N.  J.)  Whitehill,  Wilson, («f Pa.)  Wright 
Yancey— 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baylies,  (of  Mass.)  Bayly,  (of  Va.)  Bigelow,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpepper,  Davenport,  Davis,  (of  Mass.)  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston, 
G'ecldes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hufty,  Jackson,  (of  R.  I.)  Kent, (of  N.  Y.) 
ICing,  (of  Mass.)  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Markell,  Oakley,  Pearson. 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  J.  Reed,  W.  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith,  (of  N.  Y.) 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomson,  Vose,  Ward,  (of 
Mass.)  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  (of  Mass.)  ■Winter— 
And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday t January  15.— Mr.  M'Lean,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  as  relates  to  the  militia  law,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  families  of  the 
privates  in  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  slain  by 
the  enemy  or  died  in  the  service  since  the  commencement  of  the; 
war,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

rlTl»  ^ liosrlnn*  Ivouiv  oiWotiAorl  AtV  mntiAll  nf  TVTlV  Y pi 


Mr.  Webster  avowing  a wish  that  if  the  enquiry  was  made,  it 
should  be  effectual,  which  he  conceived  it  could  not  he  under  the 
present  motion,  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  substituting  there- 
for that  which  was  yesterday  rejected. 

Many  motions  were  now  made  ; and  vast  debate  was  had  upon 
them.  After  Several  members  had  spoken,  Mr.  Roberts’  resolution 
■was  carried  by-  a large  majority — and  thus  ivere  three  days  of  the 
people's  time  consumed . 

Thursday , January  13. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  on  a bill  making  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  (lie  regular  army,  &e.  See.  1,  provides 
a bounty  of  100  dollars ; payable  25  on  enlisting,  25  on  mustering 
and  joining  some  military  corps,  and  fifty  at  the  expiration  of  his 
service,  which  is  for  five  years,  unless  sooner  discharged ; when  he 
shaji  become  entitled  to  a bounty  of  320  acres  of  land.  See.  2,  gives 
a premium  of  8 dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  said  soldier.  See.  3, 
increases  the  monthly  pay  of  the  privates  to  10  dollars  per  month  ;j 
that  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  musicians  is  proportion- 
ab!y  advanced.  Sec.  4 and  5 provide  for  the  re-enlistment  of  the 
solqiers  whose  time  of  service  will  soon  expire,  granting  them  the 
advantages  stated  in  the  first  section. 

On  this  hill  a variety  of  opinion  existed,  though  there  was  little 
difference  of  principle,  in  the  majority  of  the  house. 

A ftev  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Friday,  January  14. — Mr.  Taylor,  of  N.  lr.  from  the  committee 
on  the  militia  system,  made  a report  on  the  resolution  directing 
them  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  tour  of  militia 
duty  to  three  months,  concluding  with  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  limit  the  service  of  the  militia 
called  out  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to  a term  not 
exceeding  three  months. 

This  resolution,  after  some  discussion  in  which  Mr.  Kerr  warmly 
opposed  its  adoption,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M!Kim, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  required  to  lay 
before  this  house  a digest  of  American  manufactures  heretofore 
ordered  to  he  made  out  under  his  direction,  it  the  same  be  pre- 
pared, and  to  report  the  progress  made  in  this  work  if  not  ready 
far  delivery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Va. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  he  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  enquire  whether  it  be  not  required  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  law;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  such  extension. 

My.  Beall,  of  Ohio,  Offered  a resolution  intended  to  apply  to 
the  state  of  Oliio  only.  Hut  which  was,  on  the  suggestion  of  several 
gentlemen,  so  varied  and  amended  as  to  read  as  follows : viz. 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be.  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  adjusting  and  satisfy- 
ing claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  territories  thereo’f, 
arising  from  articles  impressed  and  supplies  furnished  to  detach- 
meats  of  militia  ordered  into  public  service  by  the  authority  of 
Said  states  and  territories  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war.” 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  ayes  90. 

Mr.  King,  (of  Mass.)  after  an  introductory  speech  of  considerable  j 
length,  offered  the 'following  resolutions — [ 

Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  powers  of  congress  do  not!  length,  and  we  shall  insert  some  of  them  in  the  Register.'} 
extend  to  the  suspension  or  interdiction  of  the  coasting  trade  of  Monday,  January  J7.— A letter  was  received  from  the  acting 
the  United  States  of  America  from  a district  in  one  state  to  a secretary  of  the  treasury  communicating  a digest  of  the  returns  of 
district  in  the  same  state.  | the  marshals  respecting  manufactures  made  in  1810. 

2.  Resolved , That  the  constitutional  powers  of  congress  do  not!  Mr.  Reed  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

extend  to  a suspension  or  interdiction  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  whether 
United  States  of  America  from  a district  in  one  state  to  a district  in  ■ any,  and  if  any,  what  means  of  retrenchment  and  economy  of 
the  same  state  or  an  adjoining  state  on  the  sea  coast  or  on  a navi-j  reform  in  the  general  management,  and  of  extension  and  efficiency 
gable  river:  Therefore.  j ;n  the  nasal  establishment,  maybe  practicable  and  expedient,  and 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be  and!  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  jiapers. 
they  are  hereby  instructed  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  so  much  ofj  Mr.;  Seybert,  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  naval  com- 


The  resolution  having  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson^ 
of  Virg.  so  as  to  include  nan-commissioned  officers  as  well  as  pri- 
vates, and  volunteers  as  well  as  militia,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Eppes  having  stated  that  Virginia  had  expended  38?, 000 
dollars,  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  thy  secretary  of  war  be  instructed  to  lay  before 
this  house,  a report  on  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  for 
monies  advanced  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  the  de- 
tachments of  militia,  distinguishing  such  claims  as  under  existing 
laws  can  be  settled,  and  distinguishing  also  such  claims  as  cannot, 
be  adjusted  and  settled  without  the  intervention  of  legislative 
provision. 

This  resolution  was  so  amended,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Macon,  as 
to  include  a general  enquiry  as  to  advances  made  by  any  state, 
although  Mr.  Eppes  and  Mr.  Burwell  objected  to  the  amendment, 
on  the  ground  that  advances  made  by  other  states  did  not  stand  on 
the  same  footing  as  those  of  Virginia,  which  had  considerably 
j advanced  in  a train  of  settlement  before  they  were  rejected. 

1 The  resolution  having  been  farther  amended,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Hemphill,  so  as  to  include  the  territories  as  well  as  states, 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Geo.  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  King,  of  N.  C.  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill,  sent  to  this  house  from  the  senate,  “authorising  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  certain  regiments  therein  mentioned 
to  be  enlisted  for  five  years,  or  during  the  war.” 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  ngaia. 

[The  debates  yesterday  and  to-day  were  very  animated.  The 
' editor  of  the  National  Intelligencer  is  expected  to  report  them  at 


iu  the  same  state  or  an  adjoining  state  on  the  sea  coast,  or  o 
itavigabl  ‘ 


employ* 

a | those  employed  iu  the  navy  of  Great  Britain. 

_ Mr.  lt-ed  said  the  enquiry  was  not  promoted  for  any  alledged 

The  house  ref  used  to  consider  these  resolutions,  by  a large  majority.'!  mismanagement  in  the  indi  viduals  of  the  navy  department.  His 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  enlistments,  &c.|  design  was  merely  to  collect  the  opinions  of  practical  men  on  the 
was  read  a third  time.  subject.  The  resolution  was  laid  on  die  table. 

Mr.  Sheffey  offered  the  following  new  section  hv  way  of  rider  to  The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
the  bill.  , I King  in  tl.e  chair,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  certain, 

“ And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  troops  to  be  enlisted  shall ! regiments  for  five  years  or  during  the  war. 
l:e  limited  to  the  defence  of  the  territories  of  the  United  Stales  or  j After  several  members  had  spoken  thereon,  the  committee  rose 
the  frontiers  thereof.  ; >r  such  part  thereof  as  the  president  of  thej  and  had  h ave  to  sit  again.  It  appears  that  all  these  debates*  * 
United  States  snail  el^.u  and  determine.”  ! velvet!  the  question  as  to  the  policy  of-t^ie  war. 
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Tuesday,  January  18.— Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  tbe  standing 
•ulesof  tlie  house  so  ibat  stenographers  should  be  sworn  to  report] 
the  debates  or  proceedings  faithfully  ; and  directing  tiiat  the  Mid  ] 
reports  should  be  signed  by  them  when  published.  See. 

Mr.  King,  after  some  remarks  that  went  to  shew  the  hardship  of] 
many  persons  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  who  had  been  kept; 
f.-o  n returning  to  their  homes  with  their  vessels  by  the  embargo,- 
ottered  a resolution  that  had  for  its  object  an  enquiry  as  to  the, 
expediency  of  relieving  them.  A good  deal  was  said  on  the  subject,' 
and  the  resolution  was  finally  agreed  to~82  to  69. 

Mr.  Gaston  offered  the  following  resolution—  _ j 

j Resolved,  That  pending  the  negociatiwii  with  Great  Tiritain,  it  is  i 
inexpedient  to  prosecute  military  operations  against  the  Canadas 
lor  invasion  or  conquest.  j 

Which  the  house  refused  to  consider,  92  to  67.  \ 

Messages  from  the  president  were  received  respecting  our  rela- 
tions with  France  and  the  Russian  mediation,  both  which  arc 
inserted  below. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Message  from  the  president  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the' ho  use  of  representatives  a report 
of  the  secretary  of  state  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  14th inst.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Jan.  18,  1814. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  11th  inst.  requesting  the  president  to  communi- 
cate to  the  house  any  information  in  bis  possession, 
and  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  divulge,  in  re- 
lation to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the  French  go- 
vernment to  accredit  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
sent  by  the  United  States  to  that  court,  or  of  his  re 
ception  if  accredited,  of  the  time  when  he  was  so 
accredited,  and  of  the  progress  of  his  negotiation, 
has  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  president,  for 
the  information  of  the  house,  the  following  letters  in 
relation  to  that  subject,  viz  : 

A letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  15th  August,  1813,  enclosing  one  to  tbe 
duke  of  Bassano  of  ti;e27th  of  July,  and  Ins  answer 
of  1st  August ; and  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr. 
Crawford  to  the  secretary  of  stile  of  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1812.  Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Department  of  slate , Jan.  18,  1814. 

Mr.  Cranford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Pauis,  15th  Aug.  1813. 

Sin — On  the  27th  ult.  1 wrote  to  the  duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  to  inform  him  of  my  arrival  in  Paris,  in  quali- 
ty of  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  8r.h  inst.  I received  an  answer,  dated  at  Dres- 
den, on  the  1st.  Copies  of  my  note  and  of  his  answer 
are  herewith  enclosed. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  H.  CRAWPORD. 

lion.  James  Monroe , secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Crawford  to  the  duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  27th  July,  1813. 

My  Lord — l have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency that  l have  been  appointed  by  tbe  president  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  court  of  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty, 
the  emperor  of  the  French  and  king  of  Italy.  I wait 
t he  pleasure  of  your  excellency  as  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  presenting  my  official  credentials,  prepa- 
ratory to  my  reception  hy  the  government  of  his  im- 
perial and  lgiyal  majesty,  as  the  accredited  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I seize  on  the  present  occasion  to  assure  your  ex- 
cellency of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  Wm,  H.  CRAWFORD. 

His  excellency  the  duke  of  Bassano. 

Translation  of  a letter  from  the  duke  of  Bassano  to 

Mr.  Crawford,  dated  Dresden , Aug'.  Is/,  1813. 

Sin— I have  had  great  pleasure  in  hearing  of  y6ur 


safe  arrival  in  France,  and  I have  received  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
27th  of  July,  on  your  nomination  in  the  quality  of 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to’  bis 
imperial  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French  and  king 
of  Italy.  The  choice  which  your  government  has 
made  of  a person  so  distinguished  in  his  own  coun-  . 
try,  and  so  worthy  of  this  honorable  mission,  cannot 
but  be  agreeable  to  bis  imperial  majesty  ; and  though 
he  is  at  this  time  absent  from  Dresden,  I can  give 
you  this  assurance  in  his  name.  I will  have  the  ho- 
nor to  communicate  to  you  his  intentions  respecting 
the  presentation  of  your  letters  of  credence  and  your 
reception.  Without  Waiting  even  for  this,  I will  re- 
ceive all  the  communications  which  you  may  think 
proper  to  make  to  me  as  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
your  government,  and  the  delay  of  a formality  will 
produce  no  delay  in  the  exercise  of  the  mission  con- 
fided to  you,  or  in  the  correspondence  which  it  will 
procure  forme  the  benefit  of  holding  with  you. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion 

(Signed)  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

His  excellency  JVm.  H.  Crawford , &c.  &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  A [on 
roe , dated  Haris,  September  8th,  1813. 

“ I have  j ust  received  an  answer  to  the  note  which 
l addressed  to  the  duke  of  Bassano,  requesting  Mrs. 

B 'How's  passports.  On  the  subject  of  recognition 
ne  says  he  is  very  solicitious  1 should  present  my 
letter  of  credence  to  the  emperor  in  Paris.  He  docs 
not  repeat  his  invitation  to  communicate  with  him. 
Tbe  operations  of  the  war  will  probably  detain  the 
emperor  in  the  North  (until)  the  winter.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  duke  of  Bassano  will  not  return  be- 
fore him.  If  this  opinion  should  be  realized,  the 
winter  will  be  far  advanced  before  I shall  be  able  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  French  government  to  the 
subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  nations.*” 

RUSSIAN  MEDIATION. 

Message  from  the  president. — To  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  a report 
of  the  secretary  of  state  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  the  13*h  inst.  JAMES  MADISON. 

January  18  th,  1814. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  wiiom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  13th 
inst.  requesting  the  president  to  lay  before  the  house 
such  documents  relative  to  the  Russian  mediation, 
as  in  his  opinion  it  may  not  be  improper  to  commu- 
nicate, has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  president, 
for  the  information  of  the  house  the  following  letters 
in  relation  to  that  subject,  viz  : 

A letter  in  French  (with  a translation)  from  Mr. 
DaschkofF,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  bis  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia,  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  8th  March,  1813,  with 
the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  11th 
March. 

An  extract  of  a letter  from  tbe  secretary  of  state' 
to  Mr.  Adams,  minister  of  the  United  States  at  St. 
Petersburg,  of  the  1st  July,  1812,  and  four  letters 
and  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  hearing  date  respectively  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 17th  October,  and  lltli  December,  1812,  and 
on  the  26th  June,  1813. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Department  of  state,  Jan.  1814. 

* Since  the  return  of  tbe  emperor  to  Paris,  Mr. 
Crawford  has  been  received  in  ample  form.  ed.  iieg. 
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mere  follows  in  the  regular  series  the  original  copy  of  M.  D.'v.cli- 
koff’s  letter,  a translation  of  which  being  inserted,  we  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  insert  the  original.]  . . 

jyir.  J)e  Daschkoff,  envoy  extraordinary  ana  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  emperor  o f 
all  the  Russias,  to  the  secretary  of  slate  of  the  Unit- 
ed states. 

[TRANSLATION-] 

The  undersigned  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  or  all 
the  Russias,  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  he  has  just  received  orders  from  the  emperor 
his  master,  to  make  the  following  overture  to  Ins  ex- 
cellency the  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  peace  of  Russia  >vith  England  seemed  to  pre- 
sent this  immense  advantage  to  the  commerce  of 
nearly  all  seafaring  people,  that  it  freed  their  rela- 
tions from  that  constraint,  from  that  continual  vexa- 
tion to  which  it  had  been  subjected  lor  many  years 
without  intermission.  The  emperor  viewed  with 
pleasure  a result  so  conformable  to  all  his  wishes, 
and  which  appeared  as  not  being  at  all  doubtful.  It 
became  so,  however,  by  the  war  between  England  and 
America. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  express  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States  the  regret  with  which 
his  imperial  majesty  forsees  the  great  shackles  which 
this  new  episode  is  about  to  oppose  to  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  nations.  The  love  of  humanity 
and  what  he  owes  to  his  subjects,  whose  commerce 
has  already  sufficiently  suffered,  command  him  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  remove  the  evils  which 
this  war  is  preparing  even  for  those  nations  who  will 
not  take  part  in  it. 

His  majesty,  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  government  of  the  UnitedStates 
of  America,  is  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it 
v.ould  to  prevent  this  rupture,  but  that  treating  of  it 
directly  would  take  away  from  the  negociation  all 
semblance  of  impartiality.  In  a direct  discussion 
every  thing  would  tend  to  excite  the  prejudices 
and  the  asperity  of  the  parties.  To  obviate  this  in- 
convenience, his  majesty  the  emperor,  gratified  at 
being  able  to  give  a proof  of  his  friendship  alike  for 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  wished  to  offer  to  them 
his  mediation,  and  charged  the  undersigned  to  pro- 
pose it  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  having  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  the  secretary  of  state  the  sentiments  and  wishes 
of  his  imperial  majesty,  begs  him  to  make  them 
known  to  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The 
emperor  would  feel  great  satisfaction  if  a like  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  United  States  should  have 
the  effect  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  new  war, 
and  of  extinguishing  it.  in  its  origin.  From  the  sa- 
tisfactory assurances  which  the  president  of  the 
United.  States  has  constantly  given  to  the  undersign- 
ed, of  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  friendship  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  excellency 
for  Russia,  and  particularly  for  the  august  person  of 
his  majesty,  he  cannot  but  flatter  himself  that  lie  will 
receive  an  answer  which  shall  correspond  with  the 
generous  wishes  of  Hie  emperor  his  master. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
on  this  occasion,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  his  indi- 
vidual wishes  for  whatever  may  have  a tendency  to 
re-establish  active  relations  between  Russia  and  the 
United  States,  and  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
republic. 

lie  seizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration  and  respect. 

(Signed)  ANDRE  DE  DASCHKOFF. 

Washington,, 24th  I'eb.  (8th  March)  1813. 


The  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 

[Copy]  Department  of  state,  March  11, 1813 
SIR, — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of 
the  8th  instant,  making  known  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  the  disposition  of  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  to  promote  peace,  by  his  friendly 
mediation,  between^  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

I am  instrusted  by  the  president  to  assure  you, 
that  he  sees  in  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  your  so- 
vereign, strong  proofs  of  that  humane  and  enlighten- 
ed policy,  which  have  characterized  his  reign. — 

It  was  impossible  that  a war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  should  not  materially  affect 
the  commerce  of  Russia,  and  it  was  worthy  the  high 
character  of  a prince,  distinguished  by  his  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  his  people,  to  interpose  his 
good  offices  for  the  restoration  of  peace.  The  pre- 
sident sees,  at  the  same  time  in  this  overture,  and 
in  the  circumstances  attending  it,  a strong  proof  of 
the  friendly  interest  which  his  imperial  majesty 
takes  in  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States,  conscious  that  they  were  not 
the  aggressors  in  this  contest ; that  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  borne  great  wrongs  for  a series  of  years, 
before  they  appealed  to  arms  in  defence  of  their 
rights,  are  willing  and  ready  to  lay  them  down  as 
soon  as  Great  Britain  ceases  to  violate  those  rights. 

The  president  is  aware  that  many  of  the  inconve- 
niences resulting  from  a direct  communication  be- 
tween the  parties  themselves  may  be  avoided,  by  the 
mediation  of  a third  power,  especially  one  entitled 
to,  and  possessing  the  entire  confidence  of  both  the 
belligerents.  To  the  claim  of  Russia  to  that  distin- 
guished consideration,  the  president  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  his 
full  acknowledgment.  He  recollects  with  much  satis- 
faction that  during  a period  of  great  and  general  con- 
tention, the  relations  of  friendship  have  always  sub- 
sisted between  the  United  States  and  Russia  ; and  lie 
finds  in  the  personal  qualities,  and  high  character  of 
the  emperor  Alexander,  a sacred  pledge  for  the  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  which  may  be  expected  from 
his  interposition. 

Influenced  by  these  sentiments,  the  president  in- 
structs me  to  inform  you,  that  he  willingly  accepts 
the  mediation  of  your  sovereign  to  promote  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  I am 
instructed  also  to  state,  that  such  arrangements  will 
be  made,  without  delay,  as  will  afford  to  his  imperial 
majesty  the  opportunity  he  has  invited,  to  interpose 
his  good  offices  for  the  accomplishment  of  so  impor- 
tant an  event.  Of  these  arrangements  I shall  have  the 
honor  to  advise  you  in  an  early  communication. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  t° 
John  Quincy  ^9 dams,  Esq.  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg}). 

Department  of  State,  July  1,  1812. 
Sir — ‘Qn  the  18th  ultimo  a declaration  ’of  war 
against  Great  Britain  passed  congress  ; of  which,  of 
the  president’s  message,  and  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  relations  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives leading  tp  it,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  copies.’ 

‘You  are  top  well  acquainted  with  the  causes  which 
produced  this  result  to  require  any  explanation  os 
them.  As  it  appeared  that  Great  Britain  would  not 
revoke  her  orders  in  council,  on  the  just  grounds 
on  which  it  was  claimed,  but  enlarged  the  conditions 
on  which  she  proposed  her  willingness  to  revoke 
them,  there  remained  no  honorable  course  for  the  U. 
States  to  pursue  short  of  war.  On  full  considera- 
tion of  all  circumstances,  this  measure  was  adopted 
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and  the  government  is  resolved  to  pursue  it  till  its 
objects  are  accomplished,  with  the  utmost  decision 
and  activity  in  its  power.* 

‘In  resorting  to  war  against  Great  Britain,  as  the 
United  States  have  done,  by  inevitable  necessity,  it 
is  their  desire  and  hope  that  it  may  be  confined  to 
her  only. 

‘It  is  seen  with  much  regret  that  the  emperor  of 
Russia  is  likely  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  ot  be- 
coming a party  to  the  war  in  Europe,  il  he  lias  not 
already  become  so.  Should  that  event  take  place, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  should  affect,  in  the  slighest 
degree,  the  very  friendly  relations  which  now  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia.  It  is  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  this  government  to  preserve,  in  their 
utmost  extent,  those  relations  with  that  power. 

‘With  France,  our  affairs  in  many  important  cir- 
cumstances are  still  unsettled  ; nor  is  there  any  cer- 
tainty that  a satisfactory  settlement  of  them  will  be 
obtained.  Should  it  however  be  the  case,  it  is  not 
probable  that  it  will  produce  any  closer  connexion 
between  the  United  States  and  that  power.  It  is 
not  anticipated,  that  any  event  whatever  will  have 
that  effect.* 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

St.  Petersburg,  30tli  September,  1813. 

“On  the  20th  inst.  I received  a note  from  the  chan- 
cellor requesting  me  to  call  upon  him  the  next  even- 
ing, which  I accordingly  did  ; he  told  me  that  he 
had  asked  to  see  me  by  the  emperor’s  command  ; 
that  having  made  peace  and  established  the  relations 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  the  em- 
peror was  much  concerned  and  disappointed  to  find 
the  whole  benefit  which  he  expected  his  subjects 
would  derive  commercially  from  that  event,  defeat- 
ed and  lost  by  the  new  war  which  had  arisen  between 
the  United  States  and  England  ; that  he  had  thought 
lie  perceived  various  indications  that  there  was  on 
both  sides  a reluctance  at  engaging  in  and  prosecut- 
ing this  war,  and  it  had  occured  to  the  emperor  that 
perhaps  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  differences 
between  the  parties  might  be  accommodated  more 
easily  and  speedily  by  indirect  than  by  a direct  ne- 
gociation  : that  his  majesty  had  directed  him  to  see 
me,  and  to  inquire  if  I was  aware  of  any  difficulty  or 
obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  U. 
States,  if  he  should  offer  his  mediation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a pacification.  I answered  that  it 
was  obviously  impossible  forme  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject any  otherwise  than  from  the  general  knowledge 
which  I had  of  the  sentiments  of  my  government  : 
that  I was  so  far  from  knowing  what  their  ideas  were 
with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  that  I 
had  not  to  that  day  received  any  official  communi- 
cation of  its  declaration,  but  that  I well  knew  it 
was  with  reluctance  they  had  engaged  in  the  war  ; 
that  I was  very  sure,  whatever  determination  they 
might  form  upon  the  proposal  of  the  emperor’s  me- 
diation, tfiey  would  receive  and  consider  it  as  a 
new  evidence  of  his  majesty’s  regard  and  friendship 
for  the  United  States,  and  that  I was  not  aware  of 
any  obstacle  or  difficulty  which  could  occasion  them 
to  decline  accepting  it. 

“ I knew  the  war  would  affect  unfavorably  the  in- 
terest of  Russia.  I knew  it  must  be  highly  inj urious 
botii  to  the  United  States  and  England.  I could  see 
no  good  result  as  like  to  arise  from  it  to  anyone. — 
The  count  replied,  that  he  had  considered  it  altoge- 
ther in  the  same  light,  and  so  had  the  emperor,  who 
was  sincerely  concerned  at  it,  and  who  had  himself 
conceived  this  idea  of  authorising  his  mediation. — 
lie  thought  an  indirect  negociation  conducted  here, 
aided  by  the  conciliatory  wishes  of  a friend  to  both 


parties,  might  smooth  down  difficulties  which  in  di- 
rect discussion  between  the  principles  might  be  found 
insuperable.  To  a mutual  friend,  each  party  might 
exhibit  ail  its  claims,  and  all  its  complaints,  without 
danger  of  exciting  irritations  or  raising  impediments. 
The  part  of  Russia  would  only  be  to  hear  both  sides, 
and  to  use  her  best  endeavors  to  conciliate  them,  I 
observed  there  was  a third  party  to  be  consulted  as 
to  the  proposal — the  British  government.  The  count' 
answered,  that  it  had  already  been  suggested  by  him 
to  the  British  ambassador  lord  Cathcart,  who  had  the 
day  before  dispatched  it  by  a messenger  to  his  court. 
Some  question  occurred  concerning  the  mode  of  en- 
abling me  to  transmit  this  communication  to  the 
United  States,  upon  which  the  count  promised  to 
see  me  again  in  the  course  of  a few  days.  He  said 
that  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Daschkoff,  and  instruct 
him  to  make  the  proposition  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  Petersburg,  17th  October,  1812. 

SIR— I received  a few  days  since  a letter  from  Mr.  Russel,  dated 
at  London,  the  9th  of  September,  and  informing  me  that  his  mis- 
sion there  had  closed,  that  he  had  received  his  passports,  and  that  in 
three  days  from  that  time  he  should  leave  the  city  to  embark  a: 
Plymouth  for  the  United  States.  He  adds  that  the  British  govern, 
ment  had  rejected  a proposition  which  he  had  been  authorized  to 
make  for  a suspension  of  hostilities. 

The  evening  before  last  I had  another  interview  with  the  Chancel- 
lor Count  Romanzoff,  at  his  request.  There  had  been  rumors  in  cir- 
culation here  of  an  armistice  in  Canada,  and  of  the  appointment  o S 
commissioners  by  the  President  for  a new  negociation  with  Great 
Britain.  The  Count  asked  me  if  I had  any  authentic  informa  - 
tion  of  these  circumstances.  I said  I had  not.  that  my  information 
was  altogether  of  a different  aspect;  and  1 told  him  the  substance 
of  Mr.  Russell’s  communication.  He  then  observed  that  this  inci- 
dent would  not  discourage  this  government  from  making  an  otter 
ofits  mediation,  which  he  had  suggested  to  me  in  a former  confe- 
rence. On  the  contrary,  the  failure  of  every  new  attempt  at  direct 
negociation  conlirmtd  him  in  the  belief  and  hope  that  a mediation,, 
migth  be  more  successful,  a mediation  of  a common  friend,  not  only 
desirous  from  the  sentiment  of  friendship  to  see  the  parties  recon- 
ciled to  each  other,  but  having  also  a .strong  interest  of  his  own  iu 
their  reconciliation. 

The  Count  said  he  had  his  despatches  for  Mr.  Daschkoff  ready, 
instructing  him  to  make  the  proposition  in  form  to  the  American 
government:  and  he  asked  me  w hether  I could  indicate  to  him  a 
mode  of  transmitting  them  directly  to  the  U.  S.  In  our  former 
conversation  (reported  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ult.)  I had  offered  to 
despatch  one  of  the  American  vessels  now  at  Cronstadt,  if  the  Bri- 
tish ambassador  would  furnish  her  a passport,  or  any  document 
that  would  protect  her  from  capture  by  British  armed  vessels.  The 
count  said  he  h:ul  made  the  proposal  to  the  ambassador,  who  had 
expressed  his  readiness  to  give  the  document;  provided , the  vessel 
and  messenger  should  goby  the  way  of  .England,  a condition,  which 
the  Count  said  he  had  told  the  ambassador  he  could  not  ask  me  to 
agree  to,  and  with  which  I did  not  think  it,  in  fact,  suitable  to  com- 
ply. There  are,  however,  two  American  gentlemen  here,  on  the 
point  of  departure  for  the  United  States,  and  by  them  I shall  trails  • 
mit  this  despatch  and  its  duplicate,  together  w ith  those  of  the  chan- 
cellor to  Mr.  Daschkoff.  I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

Air.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  Petersburg,  lltli,  Dec.  1813. 

Sir — On  the  4th  inst.  I received  the  duplicate  of  your  favor  of  1st 
July  last,  announcing  the  declaration  by  the  congress  of  the  U.  States 
of  w ar  against  G.  Britain,  and  enclosing  printed  copies  of  the  Pre- 
sident’s proclamation  founded  upon  it,  of  his  previous  message  re- 
commending it,  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
proposing  it,  and  of  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  20th  June. 
The  original  of  your  letter  with  these  documents  not  having  yet 
come  to  hand,  these  gave  me  the  first  official  communication  of  the 
war. 

I had  on  the  7th  inst.  an  interview  with  the  Chancellor  Count  Ito- 
manzoff'  in  which  I communicated  to  him  the  substance  of  that 
part  of  your  dispatch  which  related  to  Russia,  and  those  which  con® 
cent  the  state  of  our  relations  with  France.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  war  between  this  country  and  France,  I w as  convinced  that  the 
view'  of  the  American  government’s  intentions  with  regard  to  that 
power,  so  explicitly  and  so  strongly  manifested  in  your  letter-,  would 
not  only  be  gratifying  to  the  chancellor  but  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Emperor,  and  would  powerfully  counteract  any  impres- 
sions unfavorable  to  the  U.  States,  which  the  English  interest  here  is 
endeavofiug  to  excite.  I therefore  told  the  count  that  although  I had 
not  been  instructed  »o  make  to  him  any  official  communication  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  the  dispositions  of  the  American  government  to. 
wards  other  powers  and  particularly  towards  Russia, o.  : this  occasion, 
had  been  distinctly  suggested  to  me,  in  a manner  which  I felt  it  my 
duty  to  make  known  to  him.  That  the  United  States,  compelled  by 
unavoidable  necessity  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights  against  Greai 
Bfitian  by  war, were  desirous  that  it  might  be  confined  exclusively  to 
them  and  their'  enemy , and  that  no  other  power  might  be  involved  in 
it.  That  it  w as  particularly  and  earnestly  their  w ish  to  preserve  and 
maintain  in  their  fullest  extent  their  commercial  and  friendly  rela- 
tions w ith  Russia.  That  the  war  in  which  the  Emperor  is  now  en  - 
gaged  against  France,  although  it  could  not  be  known  by  the  Iho.i 


1814. 


g50  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  JANUARY  22, 


(lent  to  have  been  actually  commenced  at  the  time  when  your  des- 
patch was  written, was  however  contemplated  as  more  than  probable 
and  the  necessity  which  obliged  the  Emperor  to  take  a part  in  it  was 
mentioned  to  me  as  a cause  of  regret  to  the  American  government. 
But  it  was  hoped  it  would  not  in  the  slightest  degree  aliect  the 
friendly  dispositions  between  Russia  and  the  United  States.  1 hat 
I was  informed  by  you  that  the  principal  subjects  of  discussion 
which  had  long  been  subsisting  between  us  and  F ranee,  remained  un- 
settled. That  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  that  there  would  be 
a satisfactory  settlement  of  them;  but  that  whatever  the  event  in  this 
respect  might  be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  any  more  intimate  connexions  with 
France.  This  disuosition  I added  was  expressed  in  terms  as  strong 
and  clear  as  I thought  language  could  afford.  It  was  even  observed 
•that  die  government  of  the  United  States  did  not  anticipate  any 
event  whatever  that  could  produce  that  effect,  and  I was  the  more 
happy  to  find  myself  authorised  by  my  government  to  avow  that  in- 
tention, as  different  representations  of  their  views  bad  been  widely 
circulated  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America. 

The  count  received  this  communication  with  assurances,  of  his 
own  high  satisfaction  at  its  purport,  and  of  his  persuas.on  that  it 
would  prove  equally  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  before  whom  he 
should  lay  it  without  delay.  He  said  that  with  regard  to  the  friendly 
and  commercial  relations  with  the  United  States,  it  was  the  Emperor’’ s 
4 fixed  determination  to  maintain  them  so  far  as  depended  upon  him  in 
their  fullest  extent.  He  asked  me  if  I had  any  objection  to  Iris  com 
municating  to  the  British  government  itself  that  part  of  my  infor- 
mation to  him  w hich  related  to  France.  I said  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  the  British  government  had  in  the  course  of  our  discussions 
with  them  frequently  intimated  the  belief  that  the  American  gov- 
ernment was  partial  to  France,  and  even  actuated  by  French  influ- 
ence, I supposed  that  the  knowledge  of  this  frank  and  explicit  state- 
ment, with  a due  consideration  of  the  time  and  occasion  upon  which 
it  was  ..made,  must  have  a tendency  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  the 
British  cabinet, and  I would  hope  produce  on  their  part  a disposition 
more  inclining  to  conciliation. 

yesterday  the  Count  sent  a note  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him 
again,  which  I accordingly  did.  He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a dis- 
patch to  the  Count  Lieven,  the  Russian  ambassador  in  England, 
which  he  had  prepared  to  lay.  before  the  Emperor  for  liis  approbation, 
and  which  related  the  substance  of  my  conversation  with  him,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  American  government 
with  reference  to  France;  instructing  Count  Lieven  to  make  it 
.known  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  com  ilic- 
ing the  British  government  of  the  error  in  suspecting  that  of  the 
United  States  of  anv  subserviency  to  France,  in  the  expectation 
that  it  would  promote  in  the  British  ministry  the  disposition  to  peace 
with  the  United  States,  which  he  (Count  Lieven)  knew  His  Imperial 
Majesty  bad  much  at  heart,  believing  it  equally  for  the  interest  of 
both  powers  and  also  for  that  of  his  own  empire.  The  chancellor 
said  that  as  this  dispatch  would  refer  to  what  1 had  verbally  stated  to 
him  in  our  preceding  conversation,  he  xvished  before  submitting  to 
. the  Emperor,  that  I should  peruse  it  to  satisfy  himself  that  lie  had 
connectedly  represented  the  purport  of  mv  communication  to  him, 
and  he  desired  me,  if  I should  find  any  inaccuracy  or  variation  from 
what  I had  said  to  him,  to  point  it  out  to  him,  that  he  might  make 
the  despa th  perfectly  correspond  with  what  1 had  said.  I did  accor- 
dingly notice  several  particulars  in  which  the  exact  purport  of  what 
I had  said  might  be  expressed  with  more  precision.  He  immediate- 
ly struck  out  the  passages  which  I noticed  in  this  manner  from  the 
draught,  and  altered  them  to  an  exact  conformity  with  the  ideas  I 
bad  intended  to  convey.  The  changes  were  inconsiderable,  and 
were  no  .otherwise  material  than  as  I was  desirous  of  the  utmost  ac- 
curacy in  the  relation  of  what  I had  said  under  the  authority  of 
your  despath. 

This  communication  of  the  settled  determination  of  the  American 
government  not  to  contract  any  more  intimate  engagements  with 
France,  will  thus  be  made  to  the  British  ministry  with  my  full  con- 
sent. The  chancellor’s  despatch  does  not  say  that  he  was  authorised 
by  me  to  make  it.  It  merely  relates  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
iny  conversation  with  him,  and  directs  Count  Lieven  to  use  it  with  a 
view  to  promote  the  purpose  of  pacification.— The  chancellor  un- 
derstands that  my  consent  was  merely  my  own  act,  without  authori- 
ty from  you ; my  motive  in  giving  it  was  the  same  with  that  of  his 
instruction  to  Count  Lieven,  because  I believed  its  tendency  would 
be  to  promote  the  spirit  of  pacification  in  the  British  cabinet,  I toid 
the  chancellor  I was  aware  that  its  e fleet  might  be  different.  That 
the  very  certainty  that  we  should  not  seek  or  even  accept  a commu- 
nity of  cause  with  their  most  dreaded  enemy  might  make  them 
more  indifferent  to  a peace  with  us.  But,  in  calculating  the  opera- 
tion of  a generous  purpose,  eveii  upon  the  mind  of  an  inveterate 
enemy,  I feel  an  irresistible  impulse  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
generous  like  itself.  I asked  the  Chancellor  whether  he  had  receiv- 
ed an  answer  from  England  upon  the  proposal  of  the  Emperor’s  me- 
diation. He  said  that,  without  accepting  or  rejecting  it,  they  had 
intimated  the  belief  that  it  would  not  be  acceptable  in  America. 

I ana,  &c, 

(Signed)  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

Extract  if  a letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  St. 

Petersburg,  2 Mil  June,  18 13. 

“ On  the  15th  inst.  I had  an  interview  with  the  Chancellor  Count 
Romauzoff.  at  his  request,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed answers  from  Mr.  Daschkoff  to  the  despatches  of  which  Mr.  Har- 
ris was  the  beaver.  That  the  President  had  accepted  the  Emperor’s 
offer  of  mediation,  and  that  Mr.  Daschkoif  had  sent  him  a copy  of 
your  answer  to  him,  expressive  of  that  acceptance.  He  then  put 
into  my  hands  your  letter  to  Mr.  Daschkoif  of  March  11,  with  the 
tenor  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  much  gratified ; and  which  he  said 
he  should  immediately  transmit  to  the  Emperor.  At  the  same  time 
English  newspapers  had  Wn  received  here,  mentioning  the  appoint-  i 
meat  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard,  but  intimating  strongly  the 
determination  of  the  British  gove  rnment  to  reject  the  mediation.  1 
A few  dr.  ys  after,  Iireeeiv. si  fVoni  a friend  the  National  Intelligencer  1 


of  15th  April,  containing  an  editorial  paragraph  concerning  the  ap- 
point mt  Jit  of  those- gentlemen,  which  I communicated  .o  the  count 
on  the  22d.  I observed  to  him,  that  however  the  British  government 
might  think  proper  to  acton  this  occasion,  that  of  the  United  States 
would  at  least  have  manifested,  in  a signal  manner,  at  once  its  earn- 
est and  constant  desire  for  a iust  and  honorable  peace,  and  its  sense 
of  the  motives  which  had  induced  the  Emperor's  offer.  That  the 
President  could  not  have  adopted  a measure  better  adapted  to  do 
honor  to  his  Majesty’s  proposal,  than  by  the  appointment  of  two  per- 
sons among  the  most  distinguished  of  our  citizens,  to  co-operate  oil 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  accomplishing  the  Emperor’s  f riend- 
ly and  benevolent  purpose  ; and  that  if  it  should  eventually  fail  of 
being  successful,  at  least  the  true  and  only  sourceof  its  failure  would 
be  known.  That  he  had  received,  since  he  saw  me  last,  dispatches 
from  Count  Lieven.  That  the  British  minister,  in  terms  of  much 
politeness,  had  intimated  to  him,  that  there  was  no  sovereign  whose 
mediation  they  should  more  readily  accept  than  that  of  the  Empe- 
ror, but  that  their  differences  with  the  U.  States  were  of  a nature 
involving  principles  of  the  inter nal  government  of  the  British  nation . 
and  which  it  was  thought  were  not  susceptible  of  being  committed 
to  the  discussion  of  any  mediation.  The  count  added,  that  it  would 
remain  to  be  considered,  whether  after  this,  and  after  the  solemn  step 
taken  by  the  government  of  the  U.  States,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
renew  the  offer  to  the  British  ministry,  and  give  them  an  opportuni- 
ty for  a consideration.  It  was  possible  that  further  reflection  might 
lead  to  a different  resolution,  awl  he  should  submit  the  question  to 
the  Emperor’s  determination.  Different  circumstances  furnished 
other  materials  for  deliberations.” 

Wednesday,  Jan.  19. — Mr.  Clay,  in  an  appropriate 
address,  resigned  his  station  as  speaker  of  the  house 
[being  appointed  a commissioner  to  proceed  to  Got- 
tenburg] — and  a resolution  passed  thanking  him  for 
the  ability  with  which  he  had  presided — for  t!te  reso- 
kition,  ayes  14 4,  nayes  9.  The  house  then  proceeded 
; o choose  a speaker,  the  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Cheves 
94  ; for  Mr.  Grundy  59 — scattering  12.  Mr.  Cheves 
was  accordingly  decl  ired  duly  elected  and  intro- 
duced to  the  ch  >ir  ; when  he  thanked  the  members 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  &c. 

IN  SENATE. 

The  senate  has  passed  to  a third  reading  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  [on  account  of  the  direct  taxj  as 
follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  German,  Howell,  Lacoek,  Leib,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 

NAY  S — Messrs.  Bibb,  of  Geo.  Dagget,  Frbmentin,  Goldsborough , 
Gore,  Hunter,  King’,  Lambert,  Mason,  Wells. 

On  Monday  list  the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  to 
increase  the  bounty  to  recruits  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Traitors — actual  and  moral. — It  is  truly  distress- 
ing to  observe  the  prevalence  of  treasonable  prac- 
tices in  the  United  States.  We  have,  perhaps,  more 
persons  in  this  country  so  “; well-inclined ” to  the  ene- 
my that  they  think  it  no  harm  to  “aid  and  comfort” 
him,  in  defiance  of  universal  law,  than  all  the  world 
possesses.  This  dereliction  of  patriotism  has  its  ori- 
gin in  that  warmth  of  feeling  that  too  many  of  us 
have  felt  for  every  thing  that  is  English ; in  that 
deep  rooted  British  influence  that  pervades  every  sec- 
tion of  the  union — that  found  its  way  into  all  classes 
of  society,  and  penetrated  into  the  most  secret  re- 
cesses of  the  heart  though  mediums  so  subtle,  and 
so  multitudinous,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
the  most  prudent  to  defend  himself  against  it.  In 
addition  to  these  potent  causes  for  disaffection  and 
treason,  men  high  in  authority,  assert,  and  “holy 
men  give  scripture”  to  prove,  that  England  is  the 
“bulwark”  of  religion , of  liberty  and  law,  and  so 
strengthen  and  support  our  predilection  in  favor  of 
an  enemy,  richly  deserving  to  be  called  barbarian , 
for  his  murders  and  cruelties.  Blue  lights  are  still 
exhibited  at  JX'ew  London — a traitorous  intercourse 
is  kept  up  with  the  shore— the  prisoners  confined  in 
i Worcester  jail  have  escaped,  no  doubt  by  assistance 
I from  without — and  five  was  communicated  to  certain 
1 aU  icles  preparing  for  the  United  States’  vessels  at 
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Portsmouth.  But  we  shall  manage  these  things  bet- 
ter anon.* 

Sugars  that  sold  in  Boston,  a few  weeks  since  for 
$>30  per  cwt.  have  been  disposed  of  at  16  to  17  dols. 

Neutrals. — Eight  sail  of  Swedish  [American  own- 
ers] schooners  were  fallen  in  with  on  the  20th  Dec. 
from  New  Haven  for  Bermuda , laden  with  live  stock 
and  provisions  ! — But  congress  has  “destroyed”  this 
“commerce.” 

The  Bramble  sailed  from  Annapolis  about  10 
days  ago,  having  received  the  answer  to  her  des- 
patches. 

Com.  Perry. — A very  splendid  entertainment  was 
given  to  this  distinguished  officer,  in  Tammany  Hally 
New  York,  on  the  11th  inst.  We  may  insert  a de- 
tailed account  of  it  hereafter.  The  toast  of  the  hero 
of  Erie  was  “The  union  of  the  states  to  which 
some  attach  a peculiar  significance  at  this  time. 

The  battle  of  Erie. — The  London  papers,  thus 
announce  Perry's  victory — 'Tis  pitiful — 'tis  wondrous 
pitiful. — London , Nov.  10. — The  mail  from  Halifax 
states  that  our  flotilla  on  lake  Erie  has  been  complete- 
ly defeated  by  the  American  commodore  PE  lilt  Y. — 
It  may,  however,  serve  to  diminish  our  vexation  at 
ths  occurrence,  to  learn  that  the  flotilla  in  question 
was  not  any  branch  of  the  royal  navy';  but  was  solely 
manned,  equipped  and  managed  by  the  public  exer- 
tions of  certain  Canadiansf  who  had  formed  them- 
selves in  a kind  of  lake  fencibles.  Jt  was  not  the 
royal  navy ; but  a local  force  ; a kind  of  mercantile 
military. 

Flag  of  truce. — The  sloop  Perry  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton, bearing  a flag,  on  the  14th,  with  despatches  for 
col.  Barclay , the  British  commissary.  She  had  also 
several  passengers,  among  them  lieut.  Bunn,  late  of 
the  Chesapeake. 

The  Niagara  frontier. — We  have  a variety  of 
particulars  yet  to  record  that  belong  to  the  history 
of  the  late  devastation  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
which  shall  be  duly  noticed  as  soon  as  the  facts  are 
clearly  substantiated.  The  sufferings  of  the  people 
were  horrible — many  -women  were  murdered,  and  all 
the  slam  appear  to  have  been  scalped  by  the  allied 
forces.  There  was  a smart  skirmish  at  Buffalo. — 
The  enemy  appears  to  have  re-crossed  into  Canada, 
except  a strong  detachment  that  holds  fort  Nia- 
gara. 

The  northern  frontier. — Wilkinson's  army  re- 
mains as  before.  An  attack  upon  Plattsbnry  was 
apprehended,  and  troops  were  detached  for  its  de- 
fence. Col.  Purdy  commands  there. 

The  heroes  of  the  lakes. — On  Tuesday  last  com. 
Chauncey,  on  his  way  from  Washington  city  to  Sac- 
kett’s  Harbor ; and  com.  Perry , on  his  way  to  the 
seat  of  government,  passed  through  Baltimore. 

The  nkgociation. — The  papers  teem  with  the  opi- 
nions of  individuals  as  to  the  probable  result  of  the 
negociation  to  be  opened  at  Gottenbury.  We  would 
hope  the  best;  but  if  any  suppose  peace  will  be 
made  by  a relinquishment  of  our  claims  for  justice, 
they  will  be  disappointed.  The  government  will  m.Jce 
any  arrangement,  on  reciprocal  principles,  that  shall 
secure  to  our  citizens  safety  from  manstealiny  and 
piracy — they  have  no  care  as  to  the  forms  by  which 
these  tilings  may  be  guaranteed — but  they  must  and 
will  be  guaranteed  by  the  treaty  to  be  ratified  by 
Mr.  Madison.  Nor  will  any  changes  in  Europe  alter 
the  purposes  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  ; 
we  went  to  war  for  ourselves  and  will  look  only  to 
ourselves — we  have  no  concern  about  the  “balance 


* Some  interesting  particulars  regarding  the  con- 
finement and  treatment  of  these  officers,  held  in  re- 
taliation, are  omitted  for  want  of  room— — Five  of 
the  nine  that  escaped- have  been  caught. 


of  power,”  and  will  not  dabble  in  the  politics  of  em- 
perors and  kings.  But,  if  Great  Britain  is  sincere- 
ly desirous  of  peace,  we  apprehend  some  plan  may 
he  fallen  on  to  satisfy  and  secure  the  just  claims  of 
the  parties.  It  was  the  decided  opinion  of  Mr.  Bay- 
ard, before  he  went  to  Russia,  that  with  the  candid 
and  liberal  instructions  given  to  him  and  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, a peace  would  be  made,  if  they  were  met  by  the 
British  at  St.  Petersbury  with  a disposition  to  bring 
about  an  adjustment  of  differences  on  honorable 
terms.  What  effect  the  late  British  victories  in  Ger- 
many may  have  upon  their  cabinet,  is  yet  to  be  seen. 
Ouu  course  is  not  changed.  We  seek  peace  either 
by  the  “olive,'  or  the  “arrow.?.” 

From  the  National  IntelHyencer 
John  Quincy  Adams,  (our  minister  in  Russia)  Jas. 
A.  Bayard,  (now  at  St.  Petersburg)  Henry  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  and  Jonathan  Russell  of  Rhode  Island, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  commis- 
sioners to  proceed  to  Gottenburg,  to  meet  the  com- 
missioners from  Great  Britain,  under  her  overture 
recently  accepted  by  this  government. 

Jonathan  Russell  has  also,  in  like  manlier,  been 
appointed  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  of  Sweden. 

British  official  accounts  of  the  recapture  of  Fort 
Georye , and  capture  cf  Fort  Niayara. — From  the 
Montreal  Courant,  of  December  31, 1813. 

Head  Quarters,  Quebec,  Dec.  27,  1813. 
General  orders. — The  commander  of  the  forces 
has  received  a despatch  from  lieut.  gen.  Drummond, 
containing  a supplementary  report  from  col.  Mur- 
ray, dated  at  Fort  George,  13th  December,  correct- 
ing his  statement  of  the  preceding  day,  respecting 
the  enemy  having  passed  over  his  cannon,  stores, 
&c.  having  since  discovered  in  the  ditch  of  the  for- 
tification one  long  18  pounder,  four  12’s  and  several 
9 pounders,  together  with  a large  supply  of  shot. 
Some  of  the  temporary  magazines,  with  a proportion 
of  fixed  ammunition,  have  been  saved,  and  camp 
equippage  for  1500  men  has  fallen  into  our  posses- 
sion. 

The  new  barracks  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
George  and  Chippewa,  have,  from  the  precipitancy 
of  the  enemy’s  flight,  escaped  being  burnt. 

(Signed)  EDW.  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen.  N.  A. 

H.  Q.  Upper  Canada,  Dec.  19,  1813. 
Lieut,  gen.  Drummond  congratulates  the  troops 
under  his  command  upon  the  brilliant  success  which 
lias  crowned  the  attack  made  this  morning  on  Fort 
Niagara.  It  was  assaulted  an  hour  before  day -light, 
and. after  a short  but  severe  contest,  it  was  carried, 
with  a very  slight  loss  on  our  part ; that  of  the  ene- 
my was  65  killed  and  15  wounded- — all  by  the  bayo- 
net ; the  remainder  of  the  garrison,  to  the  number 
of  about  350  regular  troops  and  artillery,  were  made 
prisoners  ; 27  pieces  of  ordnance  were  found  in  the 
fort.  Our  loss  does  not  exceed  5 killed  and  3 wound- 
ed. Lieutenant  Novjlen,  of  the  100th  i*egiment,  a 
very  promising  young  officer,  is  the  only  officer  kill- 
ed. The  lieutenant-general  has  to  regret  that  a se- 
vere wound  which  col.  Murray  has  received,  is  likely 
to  deprive  the  army  of  the  service  of  that  gallant 
officer  for  some  time.  The  troops  employed  on  this 
occasion  were  the  100th  regiment,  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  Royals,  and  the  flank  compan'es  of 
the  41st  regiment.  Their  instructions  were  not  to 
fire,  but  to  carry  the  place  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net.— These  orders  were  punctually  obeved  ; a cir- 
cumstance that  not  only  proves  their  intrepid  ty,  but 
reflects  great  credit  on  their  discipline.  Col.  Mur <- 
ray  expresses  his  admiration  of  the  valor  and  good 
conduct  of  the  whole  of  the  troops,  particularly  of 
the  1 OGUi  regiment,  .which  led  the  attack.  Ue  a- so 
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bestows  Ills  particular  thanks  on  lieutenant  colonel’ bull.  The  lights  were  distinctly  seen  by  a number 
Hamilton , &.C.  \_Here  follow  the  names  of  several  re - of  military  and  naval  officers. 

gular  and  militia  officers  who  distinguished  themselves.']  Quebec,  Dec.  23,  1813.  * 

Of  the  brilliant  service  of  lieutenant  Dawson  of  the  On  Monday  last  the  remaining  American  officers 
100th,  who  led  the  forlorn  hope,  and  captain  Fawcett  J on  parole  at  Beaufort,  were  brought  to  town  and  put 
of  the  100th  grenadiers,  in  entirely  cutting  off  two  of  into  close  confinement,  agreeably  to  the  general  oi 


the  enemy’s  picquets  and  surprising  tlie  sentries  on 
the  glacis  and  at  the  gate,  by  which  means  the  watch- 
word was  obtained,  and  the  entrance  into  the  fort 
greatly  facilitated,  the  colonel  speaks  in  terms  of  the 
highest  and  most  deserved  praise 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  will  perform  a most 
grateful  duty  in  bringing  under  the  notice  of  his 
royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  through  his  excel- 
lency the  commander  of  the  forces,  the  admirable 
execution  of  this  brilliant  achievment  on  the  part  of 
every  individual  concerned.  The  useful  services  of 
the  militia  volunteers  in  launching  the  boats  and 
rowing  the  troops  across  the  river,  were  not  un- 
noticed by  the  lieutenant-general. 

The  lieutenant-general  has  received  from  major- 
general  Riall  a very  favorable  report  of  the  zeal  and 
alacrity  of  the  detachment  of  the  royal  Scots,  under 
lieut.  col.  Gordon , and  the  41st  battalion  companies 
under  major  Friend,  who  advanced  under  the  major- 
general’s  command  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the 
heights  of  Lewistown — Their  steadiness  and  regulari- 
ty under  circumstances  of  great  temptation,  were 
highly  creditable  to  them.  Nothing  could  more 


ders  of  the  18th  instant.  We  understand  that  some 
indulgence  is  to  be  extended  to  generals  Winchester* 
Chandler  and ‘Winder. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  at  French  Mills , 

to  his  f riend  in  Washington. 

“ The  49th  British  regiment  had  upwards  of  200 
men  killed  and  wounded  on  the  11th  ult.  and  are 
now  in  Montreal,  reduced  the  last  year,  from  1100, 
to  300.  They  buried  187  men  after  the  late  affair. — 
The  number  of  their  wounded  is  concealed.” 
NAVAL. 

Two  Baltimore  vessels  arrived  at  Norfolk  last 
week,  laden  with  sugar.  One  from  New- Orleans, 
the  other  from  Cuba. 

The  ship  Felicity  from  Cadiz  for  Boston,  was 
burnt  by  the  British  frigate  Endymion,  “though  she 
had  a license.” 

1'he  Shannon,  sir  Philip  Broke  has  arrived  in 
England. 

It  is  stated  that  the  British  on  our  coast  already 
begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  embargo  in  a defi- 
ciency of  the  delicacies  they  have  been  indulged  in. 


...  , . . Hiung  couia  moie , jn  proportion  as  that  measure  presses  on  the  enemy 

strongly  indicate  them  anxious  wish  to  meet  the  wiU  it  be  murmured  against  by  their  “friends.” 
enemy,  and  the  lieutenant-general  has  only  to  regret 
that  his  rapid  retreat  from  Lewistown  heights,  did 
not  afford  to  major-general  Hi  all  an  opportunity  of  j 
leading  them  to  victory. 

Lieut,  gen.  Drummond  begs  that  Major-generals 


Riall  and  Vincent  will  accept  his  acknowledgement 
for  the  assistance  he  has  received  from  them  in  mak- 
ing arrangements  for  the  late  operations. 

Lieut,  col.  Hamilton,  100th  regt.  is  appointed  to 
command  fort  Niagara,  and  the  lieutenant-general 
will  recommend  that  the  same  command  money  be 
annexed  to  it  as  was  granted  at  fort  George. 

A board  of  survey,  composed  of  lieut.  col.  Hamil- 
ton, commandant,  president,  major  Holcroft,  com- 
manding royal  artillery,  and  a captain  of  the  100th 
regiment,  members,  will  assemble  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble in  fort  Niagara  for  the  purpose  of  taken  an  ex- 
act account  and  inventory  of  the  immense  quantity 
of  ordnance,  stores,  arms,  provisions,  clothing,  &c. 
captured  in  that  place. 

J. HARVEY,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  G. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  at  Halifax , to  his 
fiends  in  Philadelphia. 

On  board  the  prison  ship  Malabar, 

Halifax  Harbor,  Dec.  18,  1813. 

“In  my  last  letter  I wrote  you  that  I had  great  ex- 
pections  of  getting  home  soon.  But  I am  now  sorry 
to  say  that  every  hope  of  that  kind  has  vanished  ; 
for  since  writing  the  last,  we  have  all  been  put  in 
q^ose  confinement. 

“Nine  of  us  are  put  into  a hole,  six  feet  long  and 
five  wide,  and  I fear  it  will  be  still  worse  if  possible. 
But  as  long  as  I keep  my  health,  (let  what  will  hap- 
pen) my  enemies  shall  never  have  it  in  their  power, 
to  say  a murmur  escaped  me.  As  I have  a clear  con- 
science, and  feel  innocent  of  everything  but  that  of 
which  T shall  ever  feel  proud,  defending  an  injured 
country.  WILLIAM  SHEED, 

Sailing  master,  U.  S.  navy. 

New  Loxdojt,  Jan.  12. 

More  blue  lights.— On  Sunday  night,  at  about  10 
o’clock,  blue  lights  were  again  exhibited  on  both  sides 
of  the  river , and  were  answered  by  all  the  British 
ship§.  At  this  time  a sloop  was  passing  fort  Trum- 


POSTCR1PT. 

The  employment  of  all  hands  in  setting  up  the 
important  documents  that  appear  among  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress  (received  at  a late  hour,  com- 
pared with  our  general  arrangements)  has  compelled 
the  editor  to  omit  several  articles  designed  for  inser- 
tion in  this  number:  among  them  a digest  of  th« 
late  accounts  from  Europe.  We  merely  say  at  pre- 
sent, that  the  power  and  valor  of  the  allies — the; 
defection  and  desertion  of  the  German  princes,  at  his 
utmost  need — with  several  untoward  accidents,  have 
compelled  Bonaparte  to  cross  the  Rhine , with  the 
remnant  of  his  army.  He  arrived  at  Paris  early  in 
November  and  convoked  the  senate,  and  called  out 
400,000  men.  There  had  been  several  dreadful  bat- 
tles ; and  the  great  thing  to  be  wondered  at  is,  that 
this  chieftain  saved  any  thing,  amidst  such  a com- 
plication of  difficulties. 

“ Turreau’s  letter.” — A message  was  received 
from  the  president  by  the  house  of  representatives 
on  Thursday,  enclosing  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  state;  saying  that  no  such  paper  remains  on  the 
files  of  his  office ; also  a letter  from  Mr.  Graham 
chief  clerk  in  that  department,  who  states  his  recol- 
lection of  having  translated  a letter  from  gen.  Tur - 
reau  to  Mr.  Smith , that  was  withdrawn  ; and  suppo- 
ses the  one  recently  published  may  have  been  that 
letter.  He  knows  not  how  the  translation  was  ob- 
tained. A circumstance  ho  mentions  corroborates 
the  belief  that  Turreau  was  compelled  to  withdraw 
that  letter. 


ERRATA. 

In  the  interesting  “addenda”  that  accompanied 
tlie  last  number  of  the  Register,  we  regret  to  observe 
the  followihg  errors  escaped,  through  hurry  : 
p.  1, 1st  col-  1.  15.  for  “ investing”  read  vesting. 

18,  “three  used”  r.  those  used. 

32,  “the  exclusive”  r.  these,  &.c- 

37,  “elevation”  r.  situation. 

2 do.  14,  “Mil  and”  r.  Mildred. 

2nd  col.  14,  “the”r.  a. 

In  a part  of  the  impression  the  initial  of  Mr.  Jeff 
ferson’s  sirname  does  not  appear. 
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The  Embargo  Eaw. 


and  is  to  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  master  of  ho 
vessel  only  when  lie  quits  the  same  ; and  not  to  be 
(CIRCULAR.)  [delivered  to  him  at  all,  but  is  to  be  brought  back  by 

Treasury  jiepakt.uknt,  Dec.  24M,  1813?  (the  inspector  in  the  pilot  boat,  it  any  American  ci- 
Sir — The  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  17th  De-|tizen  shall  come  or  be  taken  on  board  from  u boo  or 
cember,  1813,  “laying1  an  embargo  on  all  ships  or  jin  any  other  manner  after  the  vessel  has  got  under 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, v j way.  Foreign  merchant  vessels  after  being  nol  died 
of  which  a copy  is  enclosed,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  jof  the  act,  are  to  take  on  board  no  cargo  of  any 
ships  and  vessels,  and  to  exportations  that  may  be  [description  whatever,  nor  any  specie ; and  the  col- 
attempted  by  their  means,  relate  to  such  as  are  of  lectors  are,  required  to  use  all  the  means  in  their  pow 


the  following  descriptions  : 

1.  Public  armal  vessels,  possessing  commissions 
from  any  foreign  power,  which  are  not  affected  by 
the  act. 


er  for  detecting  any  attempt  to  evade  this  prohibit 
tion,  and  particularly  the  attempt  to  carry  away  pro- 
visions or  specie  ; the  last  of  which,  from  its  small 
bulk,  is  most  liable  to  concealment  and  clandestine 


2.  Private  armed  vessels,  duly  commissioned  by (exportation.  In  those  ports  and  places  where  there 


are  banks,  it  is  recommended  to  the  collectors  to 
have  an  understanding  with  the  officers  of  those  insti- 
tutions, whose  interest  is  principally  concerned  that 
the  specie  should  not  be  drained  from  the  country,-. nd 
who,  it  is  presumed  will  readily  act  in  concert  with 
the  collectors  upon  this  subject.  Through  them,  and 


an y foreign  po  wer  in  amity  -with  the  United  States,  and 
also  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,  duly 
commissioned  under  the  act  of  June  26th,  1812.— 

These  are  to  be  permitted  to  depart,  having  on  board 
only  the  proper  and  necessary  stores,  provisions,  ar- 
mament, furniture  and  equipment  for  their  ciuize  ; 
but  they  are  not  to  take  on  board  any  merchandise  or  in  every  other  way  in  their  power,  they  will  endeavor 
cargo  of  any  description,  for  the  purpose  of  trade  I to  obtain  information  of  those  persons  who  may  have 
or  traffic  either  with  the  enemy,  or  with  a neutral,! drawn  out  or  collected  specie  with  ihe  probable  in- 
or  for  exportation  ; and  the  collectors  of  the- customs  jtent  of  sending  it  abroad,  that  such  collections  of 
are  authorised  ami  enjoined  carefully  to  examine,  specie  in  private  hands  may  be.  watched,  and  that  if 
search  and  effectually  ascertain  that  there  is  no  such  [it  should  be  found  under  ihe  circumstances  describ- 
nierciiandi.se  or  cargo  on  board,  and  if  any  such  bejed  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  it  may  he  la)  cn 
found  to  seize  it  and  cause  it  to  be  landed  and  pro- j into  custody,  in  t lie  manner  there  pointed  out.  Fo- 
ceeded  against  by  the  district  attorney,  as  forfeited  reign  merchant  vessels  arriving  in  t lie  United  States 
tb  the  United  States.  after  the  promulgation  of  the  act,  can  in  no  event 

3.  Foreign  merchant  vessels.  These  may  proceed  depart  in  any  other  way  than  in  ballast,  and  with 
on  their  voyages  with  the  cargoes  they  have  on | their  necessary  sea-stores ; as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
board  other  than  provisions, military  and  naval  stores  (which,  the  collector  is  in  every  instance  to  judge, 
at  the  time  they  are  notified  of  the  act:  but  and  to  take  care  that  under  this  pretext,  unreasor.a- 
they  must  sail  with  their  officers  and  crews  compos-  hie  quantities  of  provisions  and  necessaries  be  not 
ed  wholly  of  foreigners  belonging  to  nations  who  taken  out  of  the  United  States, 
were  in  amity  with  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  4.  American  vessels  of  every  description,  (except- 
their  arrival : and  they  must  carry  from  the  United  big  private  armed  vessels  duly  commissioned  under 
States,  no  American  citizen  who  shall  not  produce  a! the  act  of  June  26th, -1812, » which  shall  be  in  port 
passport  permitting  him  to  depart,  furnished  under  at  the  time  when  notice  of  the  act  is  received  at  the 
the  authority  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  custom-house,  if  they  shall  have  any  cargo  or  lading 
All  foreign  vessels,  therefore,  which  have  on  board,  on  board,  whether  intended  for  exportation  or  fin* 
at  the  time  when  they  are  notified  of  the  act,  (and  transportation  coastwise,  are  either  to  discharge  the 
the  collectors  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  them  as 
soon  as  the  act  is  received)  any  provisions,  milita- 
ry or  naval  stores,  are  immediately  to  reland  the 
same.  If  they  shall  have  any  other  cargoes  or  mer- 
chandise on  board,  they  may  proceed  to  sea  with 
them  or  in  ballast;  and  for  effecting  the  prohibition 
imposed  upon  such  vessels,  against  carrying  out  of 
the  United  States  any  American  citizen,  the  collec- 
tor is  to  cause  every  such  vessel  immediately  before 
and  at  the  time  of  her  departure  to  be  carefully 
searched  and  examined. — The  officers  and  crew  arc 
to  be  mustered  in  his  presence,  or  in  the  presence  of 
an  inspector,  assigned  to  attend  to  that  service,  and 
compared  with  a list  to  be  made  out  and  delivered 
to  him  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  for  this  purpose. 

The  inspector  is  to  remain  on  board  after  the  vessel 
is  under  way,  to  see  that  no  American  citizen  comes 
or  is  taken  on  board,  and,  unless  there  be  danger  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  is  to  leave  the 
vessel  only  when  the  pilot  leaves  it.  The  clearance 
or  permit  for  the  departure  of  the  vessel,  is  to  be 

placed  by  tiie  collector  in  the  hands  of  the  inspector,  suartt  to  the  first  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act, 
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same,  or  to  give  abend  with  two  or  more  sufficient 
sureties,  in  double  the  vaiue  of  the  vessel  and  car- 
go, not  to  proceed  on  the  intended  voyage  or  trip, 
until  permitted  to  do  so,  agreeably  to  tiie  provisions 
of  the  act.  The  bond  to  be  thus  taken  will  be  of 
the  form  annexed  marked  A.  If  Ihe  cargo  is  not 
discharged  or  the  bond  given,  the  collector  will  take 
possession  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  directed  bv 
the  3d  section  of  the  act.  No  vessel  or  boat  whate- 
ver (excepting  such  as  shall  have  received  permis- 
sion under  the  authority  of  the  president  of  the  tJ. 
States,  as  pointed  out  in  the  4th  section  of  the  act.) 
cun  take  on  board  any  cargo.  This  prohibition  ex- 
tends as  well  to  coasting  ar,d  fi.fiiing  vessels  and 
bouts,  as  to  registered  and  sea-letter  vessels.  Ves- 
sels licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries  cannot 
depart  from  any  port  the  United  States  without 
a clearance  or  permit,  and  no  clearance  or  permit  is 
to  be  granted  to  any  vessels,  excepting  to  such  as 
may  be  designated  to  the  collectors,  under  the  di« 
rection  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
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Under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  the  president 
authorises  the  collectors,  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  grant  permissions  to  vessels  or  boats, 
whose  employment  has  uniformly  been  confined  to 
the  navigation  of  bays,  sounds,  rivers  or  lakes  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  in  those  cases  where,  in  their  opi- 
nion, there  is  no  danger  of  the  embargo  being  vio- 
lated. The  extent  of  this  permission,  in  relation  to 
each  vessel  or  boat  to  which  it  is  granted,  nor  as  it 
respects  the  articles  permitted  to  be  transported,  and 
the  limits  within  which  such  transportation  is  to  be 
cor, fii\ed,  is  to  be  specified  in  the  instrument  of  per- 
mission to  be  delivered  by  the  collector  to  every  such 
vessel  or  boat,  and  which  will  he  of  the  form  annex- 
ed marked  B.  It  is  to  be  granted  in  no  case  in  which 
the  vessel,  in  performing  the  permitted  voyage  or 
navigation,  will  even  for  a short  space,  leave  what 
is  properly  called  a bay,  river  or  sound,  and  lie  com- 
pelled to  be  at  sea  ; and  no  permission  is  to  be  grant- 
ed to  a vessel  or  boat  in  any  case,  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  provisions,  naval  or  military  stores  to  or 
in  any  part  of  a bay,  river  or  sound,  occupied  by 
1 lie  fleets  or  ships  of  the  enemy,  or  in  which  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  danger  of  falling  into  their 
hands.  Previously  to  granting  this  permission  in 
every  case,  a bond  must  be  given  by  the  owner,  own- 
ers, consignee,  or  factor  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  with 
one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  an  amount  equal 
to  three  hundred  dollars  for  each  ton  of  the  vessel 
o - boat,  as  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act. 
This  bond  will  be  of  the  form  annexed  marked  Bb. 
A monthly  return  of  all  the  permissions  granted  un- 
der this  authority,  thus  committed  by  the  president 
to  the  collectors,  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  die  treasury,  of  tiie  form  marked  B a.  Mani- 
fests of  the  cargoes  taken  on  board  these  vessels 
each  voyage  or  trip,  must  be  delivered  by  the  mas- 
ters to  the  collector  or  surveyor — and  certificates  of 
the  landing  of  the  cargoes,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
masters  on  every  voyage  or  trip,  if  they  shall  require 
it,  and  may  be  of  the  form  annexed  marked  C.  As 
many  cargoes  may  both  be  taken  in  and  landed  at 
places  where,  there  is  no  officer  now  stationed  for 
receiving  the  manifests  or  granting  the  certificates 
of  landing,  it  may  be  necessary,  and  the  collectors 
are  hereby  authorised  to  appoint  temporary  inspec- 
tors at  proper  places  for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing- manifest,-:  of  cargoes,  and  granting  clearances 
and  certificates  of  landing.  Duplicates  of  all  these 
papers  should  be  sent  by  them  to  the  collector.  It 
may  not  be  necessary  in  every  instance,  that  the  in- 
spectors should  actually  be  present  when  the  cargo 
is  landed,  they  may  in  such  cases  as  shall  be  direct- 
ed by  tiie  collectors,  take  as  evidence  of  the  fact  the 
•certificate  of  any  respectable  citizen  not  interested 
in  the  matter.  And  there  may  also  be  situations 
where  such  evidence  may  be  received  by  the  collec- 
tor or  surveyor  without  the  intervention  of  an  inspec- 
tor. The  compensation  of  the  temporary  inspectors 
appointed  for  these  purposes  must  consist  wholly  of 
the  fees  to  which  they  will  be  entitled. 

On  the  sale  or  transfer  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  in 
any  case  in  which  a new  register  or  license  is  to  be 
granted,  or  when,  on  the  sale  of  any  vessel  not  en- 
titled to  a register  or  license,  it  shall  become  neces- 
S'M’v,  by  any  custom-house  document,  or  in  any  offi- 
cial transaction  at.  the  custom-house,  to  recognize 
such  sale,  it  is  made  necessary  by  the  sixth  section 
of ’.he  act, that  a bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  shall 
be  taken,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  ton  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  that  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  not,  during  the  continuance  o f the  act, 
contravene  or  infringe  any  of  its  provisions.  The 


form  of  this  bond,  to  be  executed  by  the  former 
owner,  is  given  under  the  letter  I). 

As  clearances  of  American  vessels  are  expressly 
prohibited  by  the  first  section  of  the  act,  unless  to 
cases  under  the  special  direction  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  which  prohibition  is  repeated  in 
the  eighth  section,  the  bonds  required  in  the  seventh 
section  from  vessels  licensed  for  the  fisheries,  or 
those  bound  on  a whaling  voyage,  are  not  to  be  ta- 
ken ; and  vessels  of  those  descriptions  are  not  to  be 
cleared  without  further  provisions  and  instructions 
c:i  that  subject. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  the  collectors  are 
invested  with  the  power  to  take  into  custody  any  of 
the  articles  there  enumerated,  whether  on  board  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  in  any  vehicle  used  for  trans- 
portation by  land,  or,  under  other  circumstances 
which  afford  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  intended 
to  be  exported,  and  to  hold  them  until  bond  with 
sufficient  sureties  shall  be  given  for  the  landing  or 
delivery  of  the  articles  in  some  place  of  the  United 
Stales,  whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there 
shall  not  be  any  danger  of  their  being  exported. — 
The  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  in  prescribing  the 
mode  in  which  the  defence  of  a collector  is  to  be 
conducted,  if  he  shall  be  called  upon  by  any  indivi- 
dual to  answer,  judicially,  for  his  acts  done  under 
this  law,  is  intended  to  shield  him  from  vexatious 
and  unjust  prosecutions.  But  he  is  not  to  proceed 
under  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  to  take  the  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned  into  his  custody,  unless  there 
be  circumstances,  other  than  mere  suspicion,  to  in- 
duce a belief  that  a violation  of  the  law  is  intended. 
Such  may  be  the  information  of  persons  employed 
to  assist  in,  or  entrusted  with  the  knowledge  of  "the 
designs  of  the  parties  ; former  violations  by  them, 
of  this  law,  or  of  other  restrictive  laws,  or  of  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  ; an  unusual  ac- 
cumulation of  articles  suitable  for  exportation  in 
suspicious  places  ; shipments  to  islands,  out  harbors 
or  places  open  to  the  sea,  beyond  tiie  wants  or  ne- 
cessities of  those  places,  &c.  A sound  direction  must 
be  exercised  by  the  collectors  ; and  is  confidently 
trusted,  that  in  no  instance  will  personal  feelings  or 
any  other  improper  motive,  produce  a procedure 
that  will  give  any  just  cause  for  complaint.  With 
such  a mode  of  executing  the  law,  it  is  hoped  that 
no  occasion  will  arise  for  resorting  to  the  means 
placed,  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act,  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  president,  for  carrying  its  provisions 
into  effect,  or  repressing  attempt  s forcibly  to  oppose 
it. — But  if  such  dispositions  shall  at  any  time  be  ma- 
nifested, and  such  steps  taken  in  opposition  to  the 
law  as  can  only  be  prevented  or  repressed  by  the  use 
of  force,  the  collectors,  by  direction  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  empowered  to  call 
to  their  aid,  any  of  the  naval  or  military  forces  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  militia  in  the  service  of  tiie  United 
States,  that  may  be  within  such  convenient  distance 
as  to  afford  them  the  requisite  assistance. 

By  order  of  the  president  of  t iie  United  States. 

W.  JONES, 

Acting  sec’ry  of  the  treasury. 
The  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  


In  honor  of  the  brave. 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  congress  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  captain  Oliver  H.  Perry,  the  officers, seamen,  marines 
and  infantry  acting  as  such  on  board  of  his  squadron. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Suites  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  thanks  of  congress  be,  and  the  same  are 
her. by  presented  to  captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry 
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and  through  him  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, marines  and  infantry  serving  as  such,  attached 
to  the  squadron  under  his  command,  for  the  decisive 
and  glorious  victory  gained  on  lake  Brie  on  the  tenth 
of  September,  in  the  t ear  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  over  a British  squadron  of  stipe- jane 
rior  force.  c,r1 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  th 


to  each  of  die  commissioned  officers  who  served  unf 
der  Him  in  the  sloop  of  War  Hornet,  ih  her  conflic' 
with  the  British  vessel  of  war  the  Peacock,  in  testi' 
monv  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress  of 
i-  the  gallahtrv  and  good  conduct  of  the  tlie  officers 
e-  and  crew  in ’the  'capture  of  that  vessel ; arid  the  pre- 
sident is  also  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
United  States  nearest  relative  Of  captain  Lawrence  the  sense 


president 

requested  to  present  a silver  medal  with  suitable 
emblems  and  devices  tn  each  of  the  commissioned 
officers  either  of  the  navy  or  army  serving  on  b<*ard, 
and  a sword  to  each  of  the  midshipmen  and  sailing- 
masters  who  so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  on  j 
that  memorable  day. 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  present  a silver  medal  with  like  em- 
blems and  devices  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of 
lieutenant  John  Brooks  of  the  marines,  and  a sword 
to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  midshipmen  Henry 
liaub,  and  Thomas  Claxton,  junior,  and  to  communi- 
cate to  them  the  deep  regret  which  congress  feel  for 
the  loss  of  those  gallant  men,  whose  names  ought 
to  live  in  the  recollection  and  affection  of  a grateful 
country,  and  whose  conduct  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
an  example  to  future  generations. 

, Resolved , That  three  months  pay  be  allowed,  ex- 
clusively of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the  petty 
officers,  seamen,  marines  and  infantry  serving  as 
such,  who  so  glorious  supported  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag  under  the  orders  of  their  gallant  com- 
mander on  that  signal  occasion. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

J.  B.  YARNUM, 

President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved',  January  6,  1814, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achievmeiit  oflieutenants  Bur* 
vow*  and  M‘Call. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  present  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  lieutenant 
William  Burrows,  and  to  lieutenant  Edward  R. 
M‘Call  of  the  brig  Enterprize,  a gold  medal  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices;  and  a silver  medal 
with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  ill  testimo- 
ny of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew 
in  the  conflict  with  the  British  sloop  Boxer;  on  the 
fourth  of  September  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen.  And  the  president  is  also  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  nearest  male  relative 
of  lieutenant  Burrows  the  deep  regret  which  con- 
gress feel  for  the  loss  of  that  valuable  officer,  who 
died  in  the  arms  of  victory,  nobly  contending  for  his 
country’s  rights  and  fame. 

II.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

J.  B.  YARNUM, 

President  of  the  senate  pro-tempore. 
January  6,  1814 — Approved * 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Itesoluticm  relative  to  the  brilliant  aebievinents  of  captain  James 
Lawrertee,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  cif  war  the  Peacock. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  present  tb  the  nearest  male  relative  of  captain 
Janies  Lawrence,  a gojd  medal,  and  a stiver  medal 


J.  B.  YARNUM, 

President  of  the  senate  pro-'.empore, 
January  1 1 th,  1 8 1 4~.  Ip  pro  ved, 

J AMES  MALISON, 


Tiirreau’s  Letter. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  on  Thursday 
last  transmitted  to  the  house  of  representatives  the 
following  message : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  housb  of  representatives  a report 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  complying  wjth  their  reso- 
lution of  the  12th  inst.  JAMES  MADISON. 
January  19,  1814. 

The  secretary  of  stiite  to  whom  was  referred  a re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  12th 
inst.  requesting  the  president  to  lay  before  the  house 
any  correspondence  with  or  communication  in  writ- 
ing from  the  late  minister  of  France*  on  or  about  the 
14th  June,  1809,  or  by  his  successor  since,  prescrib- 
ing the  conditions  on  which  their  sovereign  would 
consent  to  treat  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States  occ.  has  the  honoi*  to  make  to  tlie  pre- 
sident the  following  report-: 

That  of  the  transactions  which  took  place  in  the 
department  of  state*  before  the  secretary  of  state 
came  into  office,  which  was  in  the  year  1811,  he  had 
no  means  of  acquiring  a knowledge  other  than  from 
the  archives  of  the  department,  or  from  the  persons 
entrusted  with  their  safe  keeping. 

That  he  has  caused  the  files  of  the  department  to 
he  carefully  examined  For  a communication  described 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
that  nonesuch  has  been  Found  of  thd  date  therein  re- 
ferred to  or  of  any  other  date  from  the  former  minis- 
ter of  France,  or  from  his  successor,  of  any  trace  or 
evidence  of  such  a communication  ; that  he  has  also 
enquired  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department  whoi 
has  been  in  that  office  since  tlie  year  180 f concerning 
the  same,  and  whose  statement  is  annexed. 

That  no  such  communication  was  ever  addressed 
to  the  secretary  of  state  by  the  present  minister  of 
France. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE* 
Department  of  state,  Jah.  18,  1814. 

MR.  GRAHAM’^  STATEMENT. 

I knew  not  how  I can  more  clearly  state  every 
thing  that  1 know  relative  to  a letter  which  Was  re- 
cently published  in  some  of  the  public  prints*  front 
general  Turreau  to  Robert  Smith,  esq.  aftd  which  I 
suppose  to  be  the  communication  alluded  to  in  life 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  12tK 
inst.  thaw  by  observing  that  when  that  letter  as  pub- 
lished was  shewn  to  me  by  a gentleman  of  this  office; 
I told  him  1 could  not  say  whether  it  was  genuine  ; 
that  some  parts  did  not  appear  newr  to  me,  but  that 
other  parts  of  it  did.  We  immediately  looked  at 
general  T urreau’s  file,  and  no  such  letter  was  there, 
I then  observed  that  if  it  was  genuine*  it  must  he 
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the  letter  from  g(jn.  Turreau  which  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  fact  of  one  of  his  letters  which  I had  trans- 
lated for  Mr.  Smith,  having  been  withdrawn,  I dis- 
tinctly remember,  though  1 cannot  speak  with  cer- 
tainty either  of  its  date  or  of  its  contents,  more 
than  four  years  having  elapsed  since  I saw  it  ; but  I 
remember  it  was  considered  exceptionable,  and  that 
Mr.  Smith  directed  me  not  to  put  it  on  the  files,  but 
to  lay  it  aside.  1 can  add  too  that  it  was  the  only 
letter  from  general  Turreau  which  to  my  knowledge 
was  ever  withdrawn. 

This  letter  was  withdrawn  by  a gentleman  attach- 
. ed  to  the  French  legation,  who  called  at  the  depart- 
ment of  state  to  get  it,  and  it  was  delivered  to  him 
either  by  Mr.  Smith  himself  or  by  me  under  his  di- 
rections. When  this  was  done,  I cannot  now  recol- 
lect nor  have  I any  means  of  ascertaining,  except 
by  reference  to  a subsequent  event  which  happened 
in  the  month  of  November  1809.  1 allude  to  the  dis- 
m issal  of  Mr.  Jackson.  For  I remember  in  a conver- 
sation I had  with  Mr.  Smith  respecting  that  occur- 
rence at  the  time  it  took  place,  he  observed  that  he 
supposed  gen.  Turreau  would  now  be  glad  he  had 
withdrawn  his  letter. 

In  what  way  the  translation  of, this  letter  haS/got 
into  the  public  prints,  1 know  not,  nor  do  I know 
where  or  by  whom  it  was  taken  from  this  office. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

Chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  state. 
Department  of  state,  18th  Jan.  1814. 

Legislature  €>f  North-Garolina, 

IN  THE  SENATE  DEC  EM  HER  16. 

"Mr.  Branch,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject*  made  the  following  report : 

“The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
political  conduct  of  David  Stone,  esq.  a senator  from 
this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
respectfully  report : 

“That  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  every 
man  who  valued  the  honor  or  the  safety  of  his 
country,  would  not  have  withheld  that  aid  which 
was  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  both : 
much  less  was  it  to  be  anticipated  that  one  who  to 
the  duties  of  a citizen  had  superadded  the  strongest 
professions- of  his  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the 
general  government  in  entering  into  the  war,  who 
implicitly  if  not  expressly  avowed  himself  among 
the  foremost  of  its  supporters,  would  have  adopted 
a course  of  conduct  directly  opposite  to  that  ex- 
pected by  his  constituents,  and  hostile  to  the  honor 
and  the  interest  of  his  country. 

“This  has  been  done  by  the  honorable  David 
Stone.  The  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  state 
and  of  the  legislature  at  its  last  session,  were  une- 
quivocally in  favor  of  a prosecution-  of  the  war  in 
which  the  United  States  was  engaged  with  Great 
Britain.  Their  opinions  were  known  to  Mr.  Stone, 
and  those  professed  by  him  were  in  unison  with 
them.  Under  these  impressions  he  was  chosen  a 
senator.  No  circumstance  has  since  occurred  to 
alter  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  this  state,  or  of 
that  body  by  which  he  was  chosen.  No  circum- 
stance could  occur  which  would  authorise  a change 
of  these  opinions,  so  long  as  we  value  our  national 
character,  and  desire  that  the  peace  which  we  so 
ardently  wish  for  may  be  obtained  without  disgrace. 
Yet  we  find,  that  for  reasons  which  he  has  thought 
piop  r to  withhold  from  the  people  of  this  state, 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Stone  has  been  dire'ctly  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  professions : and  we  are  forced  to  be- 
lieve that  he  avowed  principles  which  he  did  not 
possess  or  that  he  has  without  cause  changed  the 


course  of  his  political  conduct ; whereby  he  has  as 
far  as  his  voice  or  his  example  conld  extend,  jeo- 
pardised the  safety  and  the  interest  of  his  country 

“Justice  demands  that  those  who  are  fighting  our 
ba'ties,  should  receive  the  support,  confiding  in 
which,  they  enlisted  under  our  banners.  Honor  for- 
bids the  adoption  of  any  measure  by  which  our  na- 
tional character  may  be  tarnished;  and  policy  dic- 
tates a vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  by  which  we 
may  obtain  an  early  and  an  honorable  termination 
of  it. 

“ Resolved , therefore , That  the  said  David  Stone 
hath  disappointed  the  reasonable  expectations,  and 
incurred  the  disapprobation  of  this  general  as- 
sembly.” 

The  report  being  read.  Air.  Murphy  moved  -that 
it  be  recommitted  for  amendment.  Motion  nega- 
tived, 43  to  17.  He  then  moved  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement, which  was  also  negatived,  41  to  19.  The 
question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  then  put, 
and  carried,  40  to  18. 

The  negatives  were,  Alessrs.  Bender,  Bodinha* 
mer,  Caldwell,  Fuller,  Foy,  J.  Hinton,  Johnson, 
McKinne,  Murphey,  Parker,  R.  Smith,  Speight, 
Slade,  Stewart,  J.  Smith,  J.  AVright,  J,  Williams,. 
R.  Williams. 


The  President’s  reply 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  commons  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

[see  dage  270-3 

I have  received,  fellow-citizens,  your  memorial  of 
the  29th  ult.  representing  the  exposure  of  your  state 
to  danger  on  its  sea-board,  and  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed whether  measures  will  be  immediately  taken 
by  the  national  government  for  its  protection. 

The  anxiety  which  you  manifest  for  the  security 
of  the  state  under  your  particular  care,  cannot  but 
be  commendad,  and  it  would  be  highly  agreeable  to 
make  a communication  that  would  remove  all  occa- 
sion for  it. 

The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  is  too  enlighten- 
ed and  too  just  not  to  be  sensible  that  the  protection 
to  be  extended  by  the  general  government  over  the 
union,  must  be  proportioned  to  the  aggregate  means 
applicable  thereto  ; and  that,  in  distributing  these, 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  comparative  practicability 
and  probability  of  attempts  on  particular  states  and 
places.  Against  occasional  attempts,  where  there 
are  so  many  points  accessible  by  water,  from  an  ene- 
my having  on  that  element  a force  so  extensive  and 
so  readily  concentrated,  an  absolute  protection  of 
every  one  is  not  possible.  Considering  the  states  as 
parts  of  the  whole,  the  best  defence-  of  the  whole 
must  be  kept  in  view,  by  the  authority  to  which  that 
is  entrusted ; and  it  fortunately  happens  that  the 
security  and  interests  of  particular  parts  will  often 
be  comprehended  in  the  effect  produced  bv  means 
more  immediately  applied  to  the  protection  of  other 
parts. 

These  observations  are  not  intended  to  preclude  a 
due  consideration  of  the  particular  case,  stated  in 
your  memorial.  They  appeal  only  to  the  candor  with 
which  you  will  be  sure  to  review  the  measures  of  the 
ex&cutive  in  relation  to  the  general  and  particular 
defence  of  our  country,  and  to  the  confidence  claim- 
ed by  the  impartiality  which  has  directed  them. 

W ith  a view  to  the  more  convenient  superinten- 
dence and  protection  of  every  part  of  the  U.  States, 
t hey  have  been  partitioned  into  military  districts. 
The  officer  allotted  to  that  which  includes  thes^a:e 
of  North  Carolina,  will  be  instructed,  as  soon  ns 
practicable,  to  visit  anid  examine  the  situation  of  the 
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exposed  parts  of  the  state,  with  a view  to  improve- rights  and  courtesies  due  to  a civilized  nation.  Iler 
menls  which  may  properly  be  made  in  works  of  de-  j conduct  stamped  with  infamy  is  without  parallel  ex- 
fence.  He  was  about  to  make  such  a visit  when  hejcept  it  he  found  in  the  pages  of  Iter  own  history, 
was  lately  called  away  to  a more  urgent,  but  tempo-  We  take  this  occasion,  sir,  to  express  to  you  our 
rary  service,  la  the  mean  time, -a  colonel  of  engineers  decided  approbation  of  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
had  been  sent  to  examine  the  ports,  and  to  make  re-  the  war,  and  particularly  of  the  retaliatory  measures 
port  on  the  subject  of  them.  [adopted  to  cause  its  laws  to  be  respected  in  the  per* 

Tiie  secretary  of  the  navy  has  not  been  inattentive  j sons  of  our  citizens, 
to  the  means  of  defence  pending  on  his  department.  We  have  seen  with  great  satisfaction  the  olive 
which  were  thought  best  adapted  to  the  waters  of  j branch  frequently  extended  to  our  haughty  foe,  and 
North  Carolina  ; md  to  the  gun  boats  already  allot-  we  are  free  to  add  that  we  should  consider  an  /innova- 
ted, the  equipment  of  which  has  not  been  intermit- 1 hie  peace  as  a desirable  event;  but  if  it  cannot  be 
ted,  a like  number  of  armed  boats  of  another  modi-  j procured  without  a surrender  of  our  rights  as  a so- 
ficatiou  will  be  added  as  soon  as  they  can  be  mudej  vereign  and  independent  people,  we  are  ready  to  say, 
ready  for  service.  (let  the  war  be  perpetual ; it  is  an  evil,  it  is  true,  hut 

In  making  this  communication,  it  will  of  course!  it  is  an  evil  more  tolerable  than  national  humiliation. 


not  lie  understood  as  superceding  any  auxiliary  pro- 
visions which  the  state  of  North  Carolina  may  think 
proper  to  make  on  its  own  account,  as  has  been  done 
by  some  oilier  states,  in  order  to  a more  complete  and 
particular  security  loan  i'  may  be  in  the  power  of  the 
general  government  to  extend  to  every  exposed  si- 
tuation throughout  the  United  States. 

Be  pleased,  fellow  citizens,  to  accept  assurances 
©f  my  respect  and  my  best  wishes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Legislature  of  South-Carolina 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
his  excellency  the  governor  s message,  as  relates  to' 
our  foreign  relations,  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing address  and  resolutions. 

TO  T .'B  PRhsID  NT  OF  TIIF.  UNITED  STATES. 

Si) — The  legislature  of  this  stale  on  a former  oc- 
casion by  aii  unanimous  vote  expressed  their  appro- 
bation of  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain.  This  we  are  satisfied  was  the 
only  course  which  the  United  States  could  pursue, 
consistently  with  her  honor  and  her  interests.  A 
recurrence  to  the  causes  of  the  war exhibits  on  ill 
part  of  Great  Britain  a series  of  wrongs  and  insults, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  a lively  solici- 
tude for  peace,  and  a degree  of  forbearance,  which 
being  misunderstood,  but  served  to  invite  further 
aggression.  To  be  dishonored  in  the  eyes  of  other 
nations,  and  humiliated  in  our  own,  or  to  make  a 
dignified  appeal  to  arms  was  the  alternative  left  to 
•us.  Tiie  faithful  representatives  of  a high  minded 
and  honorable  people  could  not  hesitate,  and  the 
issue  now  rests  with  God  and  our  country.  To  a 
stranger  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  politi- 
cal institutions,  the  valorous  achievments  and  mar- 
tial enter  prize  of  our  citizens  will  appear  extraordi- 
nary when  contrasted  with  the  pacific  policy  of  our 
government,  and  their  long  endurance  of  the  viola- 
tion of  our  national  rights.  This  new  developement 
of  the  American  character,  will  cause  it  to  be  held 
in  high  and  deserved  estimation,  though  reluctant 
to  proceed  to  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  yet  rous- 
ed and  incensed 


It  is  not  for  us  to  prescribe  to  the  general  govern- 
ment the  manner  in  which  the  war  shall  he  conduct- 
ed ; but  it  must  be  permitted  us  to  state  our  settled 
conviction,  that  to  make  the  enemy  feel  its  pressure 
with  severity,  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  bring- 
ing it  to  a speedy  and  honorable  termination. 

The  United  States  hold  a conspicuous  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  her  high  destinies  are 
indissolubly  connected  with  her  character  and  inde- 
pendence. We  have  only  to  be  true  to  ourselves,  and 
all  will  be  well. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  James  Madison,  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  has  by  his  energetic 
prosecution  of  the  war,  furnished  a new  claim  to  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Resolved,  That  indemnity  for  our  wrongs  and  sa- 
tisfactory security  for  our  rights  as  a nation,  are  the 
only  terms  on  which  an  honorable  peace  can  be  bot- 
tomed. 


Benedict  Arnold. 

Having  several  times  alluded  to  the  famous  appeal 
and  proclamation  of  Benedict  Arnold,  the  editor 
was  called  on  to  insert  them  at  length.  He  had 
already  commenced  a search  for  these  curiosities, 
when  they  were  presented  to  him  in  the  “ Standard 
of  the  Union,'1'  published  at  J\  ew  York.  We  have 
marked  a few  of  the  passages,  and  added  a note. 

[I'ttOM  TilE  milTISII  “rOLITUAI  MAGAZINE.”] 

The  famous  general  Arnold  who  abandoned  the  rebel 
service,  and  joined  our  army  at  JVew  York,  wrote 
the  following  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  America , 
published  in  that  town,  October  7,  1780. 

“I  should  forfeit,  even  in  my  own  opinion,  the 
place  I have  so  long  held  in  yours,  if  I could  he  in- 
different to  your  approbation,  and  silent  in  the  mo- 
tives which  have  induced  me  to  join  the  king’s 
arms. 

“A  very  few  words  however  will  suffice  upon  a 
subject  so  personal  ; for  to  the  thousands  who  suffer 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  usurpers  in  the  revolted  pro- 
vinces,* as  well  as  to  the  great  multitude  who  have 


long  wished  for  its  subversion,  this  instance  of  mv 
no  nation  is  more  formidable  than)  conduct  can  want  no  vindication  ; and  as  to  the  class 


a nation  of  freemen  contending  in  vindication  o! 
their  rights. 

Animated  by  the  same  spirit  which  carried  our 
ancestors  gloriously  through  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  ambitious  to  obtain  the  applause  of  their  conn 
try,  the  most  honorable  distinction  of  an  American 
citizen,  our  soldiers  and  seamen  have  performed 
deeds  of  gallantry  which  have  shed  a lustre  on  our 
arms,  and  carried  high  the  reputation  of  the  ■ natron. 
But  we  must  turn  from  this  to  a less  pleasing  subject. 
The  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  carried  on 
by  Great  Britain  is  such  as  to  excite  our  warmest  in 
dignation,  and  such  as  would  fully  justify  the  U. 
States  in  considering  her  as  having  forfeited  the 


of  men  who  are  criminally  protracting  the  war  from 
sinister  views  at  the  expense  of  the  public  interest, 
1 prefer  their  enmity  to  their  applause.  I am,  there 
fore,  only  concerned  in  this  address  to  explain  mv- 

*Thc  pointed  resemblance  of  the  passages  in  italic 
to  a multitude  of  sjieeclies,  essays  and  paragraphs 
of  the  present  day,  will  strike  the  reader  with  asto- 
nishing  force.  Indeed,  one  might  he  inclined  to 
think  that  several  of  our  orators  had  borrowed  their 
ideas  from  Benedict.  His  abuse  of  congress — his 
terror  of  France — his  eulog  son  Great  Ik  iiain,  and 
to  cap  the  whole,  his  regard  of  morality  and  rel;gio?;t 
will  be  particularly  noted. 
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Self  to  such  of  my  countrymen,  ns  want  abilities  or 
opportunities  to  detect  the  artifices  by  - which  they  are 
duped. 

‘‘Having  fought  by  your  side  when  the  love  of  our 
country  animated  our  arms,  I shall  expect  from  your 
justice  and  candor,  what  your  deceivers,  with  more 
art  and  less  honesty,  will  find  it  inconsistent  with 
their  own  views  to  admit. 

“When  I quitted  domestic  happiness  for  the  perils 
of  the  field,  I conceiyed  the  rights  of  my  country  in 
danger,  and  that  duty  and  honor  palled  me  to  her 
defence.  A redress  of  grievances  was  my  only  ob- 
ject and  aim  ; however  I acquiesced  in  a step  which 
I thought  precipitate,  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence ; to  justify  this  measure  many  plausible  reasons 
were  urged,  which  could  no  longer  exist,  when  Great 
Britain,  with  the  open  arms  of  a parent  offered  to  em- 
brace its  as  children,  and  grant  the  -wished  for  redress. 

“And  now  that  her  Worst  enemies  ai’e  in  her  own 
bosom,  1 should  change  my  principles  if  I conspired 
with  their  designs  ; ^yourselves  being  judges,  was 
the  war  less  j list,  because  fellow  subjects  Were  con- 
sidered as  our  foes  ? You  have  felt  the  torture  in 
which  we  raised  our  arms  against  a brother.  God 
incline  ike  guilty  protectors  of  these  unnatural  dissen- 
tions  to  resign  their  ambition,  and' cease  jroriri  their  de- 
lusions, in  compassion  to  kindred  blood. 

“I  anticipate  your  Question,  was  not  the  war  a de- 
fensive one  until  the  French  joined  in  the  combina- 
tion? I "ansWer,  that  I thought  so.  You  will' add, 
was  it  not  afterwards  necessary,  till  the  separation 
of  the  British  empire  was  complete  ? By  no  means  ; 
in  contending  for  the  welfare  of  my  country,  1 am 
free  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  this  end  attained, 
all  strife  should  have  ceased. 

“I  lamented  therefore  the  impolicy,  tyranny  and 
injustice,  which,  vvith  a sovereign  contempt  of  the 
people  of  America,  studiously  neglected  to  take 
their  collective  sentiments  of  the  British  proposals  of 
peace,  and  to  negbeiate, ' tinder  a suspension  of  arms, 
for  an  adjustment  of  differences  ; I lamented  it  as  a 
dangerous  sacrifice  of  the  great  interests  of  this  coun- 
try to  the  partial  views  of  a proud  ancient  and  crafty 
ffe.  I had  my  suspicions  of  some'  imperfections  in 
our  councils,  on  proposals  prior  to  the  parliamenta- 
ry commission  of  1778  ; but  haying  then  less  to  do 
in  the  cabinet  than  the  field,  (I  will  not  pronounce 
peremptorily  as  some  may,  and  perhaps  justly,  that 
congress  have  veiled  them  from  the  public  eye  :)  I 
continued  to  be  guided,  in  the  negligent  confidence 
of  a soldier.'  But  the  Whole  world  saw  and  all  Ame- 
rica confessed,  that  the  overtures  of  the  second  com- 
mission exceeded  our  wishes  and  expectations,  and 
if  tliefe  Was  any  suspicion  of  the  national  liberality,  it 
arose  from  its  ‘excess. 

“Do  any  believe  We  Were  at  that  time  really  en- 
tangled by  an  alliance  with  France  ? unfortunate  de- 
ception ! they  have  been  duped,  by  a virtuous  credu- 
lity, ‘ih  the  incautious  moment  of  intemperate  pas- i 
Won’,  to  give  up  their  felicity  to  serve  a nation  wanting  \ 
both  the  will  and  the  power  to  protect  us, and  aiming  at  j 
the  destruction  both  of  the  mother  country  and  the  pro- 
vinces. Iii  the  plainness  of  common  sense,  fori  pre- 
tend to  no  casuistry,  did  the  pretended  treaty  with 
th&’  bourt  of  yefk’ailles,  amount  to  more  than  an  over- 
ture* to  AMefica  ? ' Certainly  not,  because  no  autho- 
rity bad  been  given  by  the  people  to  conclude  it,  nor 
to  tlii’s  very  hour  have  they  authorised  its  ratification. 
The  articles  of  confederation  remain  still  unsigned. 

“ In'  the  firm  persuasion  therefore,  that  die  private 
judgment  of  ah  individual  citizen  of  this  country  is 
us  free  front  all  conventional  restraints,  since,  as  be- 
fore the  insidious  offers  of  France,  1 preferred  those 
'•from  C relit  Britain  ; thinking  it  infinitely  wiser  and 
•kaftr  to  cal  t mv  confidence  Upon  her  justice  and  ge- 


nerosity, than  to  trust  a monarchy  too  feeble  to  es- 
tablisli  your  independency,  so  perilous  to  her  distant 
dominions : the  enemy  of  the  protectant  faith,  and 
fraudently  avowing  an  affection  for  the  liberties  of 
mankind,  while  she  holds  her  native  sons  in  vassal- 
age  and  chains. 

“I  affect  no  disguise,  and  therefore  frankly  declare, 
that  in  these  principles  I had  determined  to  retain 
my  arms  and  command  for  an  opportunity  to  surren- 
der them  to  Great  Britain  ; anil  in  concerting  the 
measures  for  a purpose  in  my  opinion,  as  grateful  as 
it  would  have  been  beneficial  to  my  country,  I was 
only  solicitous  to  accomplish  an  event  of  decisive 
importance,  and  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible,  in 
the  execution  of  it,  the  effusion  of  blood. 

“ With  the  highest  satisfaction  1 bear  testimony 
o my  old  fellow  soldiers  and  citizens,  that  I find  so- 
lid ground  to  rely  upon  the  clemency  of  our  sovereign, 
and  abundant  conviction  that  it  is  the  generous  inten- 
tion of  Great  Britain  not  only  to  leave  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  colonies  unimpaired,  together  with 
their  perpetual  exemption  from  taxation,  but  to  su- 
peradd such  further  benefits,  as  may  consist  with 
the  common  prosperity  of  the  empire.  In  short,  I 
fought  for  much  less  than  the  parent  country  is  as 
willing  to  grant  to  her  colonies  as  they  can  be  to  re- 
ceive or  enjoy. 

“ Some  may  think  I continued  in  the  struggle  of 
these  unhappy  days  too  long,  and  others  that  I quit- 
ted it  too  soon— To  the  first  I reply,  that  I did  not 
see  with  their  eyes,  nor  perhaps  had  so  favorable  a si- 
tuation to  look  from,  and  that  to  our  common  master 
lam  willing  to  stand  or  fall.  In  behalf  of  the  can- 
did among  the  latter,  some  of  whom  1 believe  serve 
blindly  but  hoi.es tly?— in  the  bonds  1 have  left,  I prav 
God  to  give  them  all  the  lights  requisite  to  their 
own  safety  before  it  is  too  late  ; and  with  respect  to 
that  herd  of  censurers,  whose  enmity  to  me  origi- 
nates in  their  hatred  to  the  principles  by  which  I am 
now  led  to  devote  my  life  to  the  re-union  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  as  the  best  and  only  means  to  dry 
up  the  streams  of  misery  that  have  deluged  this 
country,  they  may  be  assured,  that  conscious  of  the 
rectitude  of  my  intentions,  I shall  treat  their  malice, 
and  calumnies  with  contempt  and  neglect. . 

B.  ARNOLD.” 

New- York,  Oct.  7,  1780. 

General  Arnold  reports  that  the  measures  adopted 
by  congress  in  admitting  the  French  to  make  a settle- 
ment on  Rhode  Island,  has  shaken  its  authority  to  the 
centre. 

By  brigadier-general  Arnold,  a proclamation.  To  the 
officers  and  soldiers  off  the  Continental  army  who 
have  the  real  interest  of  their  country  at  heart,  and 
who  are  determined  to  be  no  longer  the  tools  and 
DUPES  OF  CONGRESS,  OR  OF  FRANCE. 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  principles  i 
have  avowed,  in  my  address  to  the  public  of  7th  inst. 
animated  the  greatest  part  of  this  continent,  I^ejoice 
in  the  opportunity  I have  cf  inviting  you  to  join  las 
majesty’s  arms. 

His  excellency  sir  Henry  Clinton  has  authorised 
me  to  raise  a corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  who  are 
to  be  clothed,  subsisted,  and  paid  as  the  other  troops 
are  in  tlie  British  service  ; and  those  who  bring  in 
horses,  arms,  &.c.  have  liberty  to  sell  them  : to  every 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  a.  bounty  of 
three  guineas  will  he  given,  and  as  the  commander 
in  chief  is  pleased  to  allow  me  to  nominate  the  offi- 
cers, I shall  with  infinite  satisfaction  embrace  the 
opportunity  cf  advancing  men  whose  valor  I have 
witnessed,  and  whose  principles  are  favorable  to  an 
union  with  Britain,  and  true  American  liberty. 

The  rank  thev  obtain  in  the  king’s  service,  wild 
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bear  a proportion  of  their  former  rank,  and  the  nuuv  I As  to  you  who  have  been  soldiers  in  the  continen- 
ber  of  men  they  bring- with  them*  i tal  army,  can  you  at  this  day  want  evidence  that 

It  is  expected  a lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  will  1 the  fund*  of  your  country  are  exhausted,  or  that  the 
• .1—  • L1-  - - managers  have  applied  them  to  their  own  private 


bring  with  him,  or  recruit  in  a reasonable  tim 

75  men 


M ijor  of  horse 
Captain  of  d itto 
Lieutenant  of  ditto 
Cornet  of  ditto 
Sergeant  of  ditto, 
Lieut,  colonel  of  infantry 
Major  of  ditto 
Captain  of  ditto 
Lieutenant  of  ditto 


50 

ao 

15 

12 

6 


75  men 
50 
30 
15 
12 
6 


Sergeant  of  ditto 

N.  B.  Each  field,  officer  will  have  a company. 

Great  as  these  encouragements  must  appear  to 
such  as  have  suffered  every  distress  of  want  of  pay, 
hunger,  and  nakedness,  from  the  neglect,  contempt, 
and  corruption  of  congress,  they  are  nothing  to  the 
motives  that  1 expect  will  influence  the  brave  and 
generous  minds,  I hope  to  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand. 

I wish  to  lead  a chosen  band  of  Americans  to  the 
attainment  of  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  (the  first  ob- 
jects in  taking  the  field)  and  with  them  to  share  in 
the  glory  of  rescuing  our  native  country  from  the 
grasping  hand  of  France,  as  -well  as  from  the  ambi- 
tious and  interested  views  of  a desperate  party  among 

ourselves,  who,  in  listening  to  French  overtures  and  'Worcester  Gazette,  of  the  5th  instant,  charges  me, 
rejecting  those  from  Great  Britain,  have  brought  the  j as  marshal  of  this  district,  with  having  executed  in 
colonies  to  the  very  brink  of  destruction.  j a rude  and  unfeeling  manner,  the  president’s  man- 

Friends,  fellow  soldiers,  and  citizens,  arouse,  and  date  for  the  imprisonment  of  the  ten  British  officers. 


uses  ; in  either  case  you  surely  cm  continue 
longer  in  their  service  with  honor  or  advantage ; 
yet  you  have  hitherto  been  their  supporters  in  that 
cruelly,  which,  with  an  equal  indifference  to  yours,  as 
well  as  the  labor  and  blood  of  others,  is  devouring  a 
country,  that,  from  the  moment  you  quit  their  colors, 
will  be  redeemed  fi  out  their  tyranny. 

But  what  need  of  arguments  to  such  as  feel  infi- 
nitely more  misery  than  tongue  can  express.  I there- 
fore only  add  my  promise  of  the  most  affectionate 
welcome  and  attention  to  all  who  are  disposed  to 
join  me  in  the  measures  necessary  to  close  the  scene 
of  our  afflictions,  which,  intolerable  as  they  are, 
must  continue  to  increase  until  we  have  the  wisdom 
(shewn  of  late  by  Ireland)  in  being  contented  with  the 
liberality  of  the  parent  country , who  still  offers  pro- 
tection, with  the  immediate  restoration  of  our  an- 
cient privileges,  civil  and  sacred,  and  a perpetual 
exemption  from  all  taxes,  but  such  as  we  shall  think 
fit  to  impose  on  ourselves. 

B.  ARNOLD. 

JYew-York,  Oct.  20,  lf80. 


Prisoners  at  W orcestcr. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Patriot. — Sin,  The 


judge  for  yourselves — reflect  on  what  you  have  lost 
— consider  to  what  you  are  reduced,  and  by  your 
courage  repel  the  ruin  that  still  threatens  you. 

Tour  country  once  was  happy,  and  had  the  prof- 


prisoners  of  war,  confined  in  the  gaol  of  that  county. 

That  the  reputation  of  the  country  may  not  be  im- 
plicated, I publicly  pronounce  this  charge,  and 
others  of  a similar  kind  in  the  same  paper,  to  be 


fered  peace  been  embraced,  your  last  two  years  ofi grossly  and  maliciously  and  totally  false;  and  the  wri- 
misery  had  been  spent  in  peace  and  plenty,  and  re-  ter,  if  an  inhabitant  of  Worcester',  must  have  known 
pairing  the  desolations  of  a quarrel  that  would  have  j when  writing  the  paragraph,  that  be  was  giving  cir- 
set  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  and  America  in  a ^ oulation  to  a falsehood,  which  has  no  color  or  pre- 
true  light,  and  cemented  their  friendship  ; whereas  tence  of  truth. 

\ou  are  now  the  prey  of  avarice,  the  scorn  of  your.  That  the  public  may  judge  of  the  manner  in 
enemies,  and  the  pity  of  your  friends.  ^ which  these  officers  were  treated,  i take  the  liberty 

You  were  promised  liberty  by  the  leaders  of  your  to  state,  that  I arrived  in  Worcester  about  twelve 
aflairs  ; but  is  there  an  individual  in  the  enjoyment,  o’clock  at  noon  ; and,  by  my  deputy,  requested  the 
of  it,  saving  your  oppressors  ? Who  among  you  dare  j officers  to  meet  me  at  major  Mower’s  tavern,  which 
speak,  or  write  what  he  thinks,  against  the  tyranny  they  did,  (with  the  exception  of  the  German  officers, 

who  were  quartered  about  two  miles  from  thence  ;) 

the  orders  of  the  government  were  then  stated  to 
them,  but  at  the  request  of  the  prisoners  of  war, 
(on  their  parole  of  honor  not  to  avoid  me)  the  exe- 
cution of  these  orders  was  delayed  until  after  they 
had  dined,  and  it  was  after  five  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon when  they  were  collected  at  the  prison.  During 
this  time,  the  under  keeper  was  employed  in  making 
the  best  accommodation  for  their  reception,  and  l 
personally  attended  to  see  large  and  comfortable 
fires  built,  and  that  every  arrangement  for  their 
convenience  should  be  attended  to.  The  officers 
behaved  with  great  propriety,  and  the  unpleasant- 
ness attached  to  the  duties  which  had  devolved  on 
me,  was  increased  by  the  rude  and  inflated  conduct 
and  language  of ,*  who  most  singularly 


which  has  robbed  you  of  your  property,  imprisons 
your  persons,  drags  you  to  the  field  of  buttle,  and  is 
daily  deluging  your  country  with  your  blood? 

You  are  flattered  with  independency  as  preferable 
to  a redress  of  grievances,  and  for  that  shadow, 
instead  of  real  felicity,  are  sunk  into  all  the  wretch- 
edness ofpoverty  by  the  rapacity  of  your  own  rulers. 
Already  are  you  disqualified  to  support  the  pride  of 
character  they  taught  you  to  aim  at,  and  must  ine- 
vitably shortly  belong  to  one  or  other  of  the  great 
powers  their  folly  and  wickedness  have  drawn  into 
conflict.  Happy  for  you  that  you  may  still  become  the 
fellow  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  if  rou  nobly  dis- 
DAIX  TO  BE  TUKjVASSa.es  OF  FRANCE. 

What  is  America  but  a land  of  widows,  orphans 
and  beggars  ?-j-and  should  the  parent  nation  cease 
her  exertions  to.  deliver  you,  what  security  remains 
to  you  even  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  consolations  of 
that  religion  for  which  your  fathers  braved  the 
ocean,  the  heathen  and  the  wilderness  ? Do  you 
know  that  the  eye  which  guides  this  pen,  lately  saw 
your  mean  and  profligate  congress  at  MASS  for  the 
soul  of  a Roman  Catholic  in  purgatory,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  rites  of  a church,  against  whose  anti- 
christ ian  corruption,  your  pious  ancestors  would  have 
Witnessed  with  their  blood. 


stated  himself  to  be  counsel  for  prisoners  oj  war, 
denied  or  doubled  the  right  to  confine  them,  outra- 

*A  name  is  inserted  here,  but  the  editor  of  the  1C:-. 
gist kr  cannot  consent  to  give  it  record  without 
publishing  the  reply  of  the  accused,  to  which  he  has 
two  objections,  viz.  its  great  length  and  superabun- 
dance of  hard  words.  But  he  has  laid  it  on  file  and 
| may  give  it  a place  at  a time  of  more  leisure 
the  present. 
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gcoiisly  abused  the  national  government  in  their 
hearing,  and  openly  declared  “/«?  was  ready  for 
Rebellion , when  British  field  officers  -were  arrested • ” 

tOIlGETTING  THAT  OUIl  OWN  COUNTRY' MEN  OF  EQ.UAL 

iiArtK,  (~ and  why  may  I not  add  of  equal  merit? J 

WERE  RUDELY  AND  UNFEELINGLY  CONFINED,  WITH 
NOT  HALF  THE  CONVENIENCES  OR  ACCOMMODATIONS 
WHKif  THESE  Pill  SO  .V  K HS  WERE  ABOUT  TO  RECEIVE. 

Tiie  mode  of  confinement  was  the  best  which  the 
Very  friendly  feelings  of  the  sheriff,  his  deputy,  the 

Und  r keeper  ami *-> * could  suggest.  The 

prisoners  were  put  into  the  debtors’,  and  not  crimi- 
nals’ apartments.  Three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for 
each  per  week,  was  applied  to  their  use,  by  the  go- 
vernment, which  sum  supplied  them  with  every 
luxury  the  country  affords.  Good  feather  beds,  and 
blankets,  were  procured  for  them,  and  such  was  my 
anxiety  that  the  unpleasant  duty  assigned  me  should 
be  executed  in  the  manner  which  the  government 
directed,  with  as  little  personal  inconvenience  as 
possible,  that  on  the  tenth  day  of  December,  I ad- 
dressed to  colonel  Grant  a letter,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract : 

Marshal's  Office,  Boston , Bee.  10,  1813. 
“Hon.  Charles  Y.  Grant,  and  the  other  gentlemen 

now  confined  at  Worcester  gaol,  under  a retalia- 
tory order  of  the  president. 

‘'You  will  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  state  to  you,  that  in  obedience  to 
Die  special  orders  of  my  government,  I have  given 
directions  (and  at  the  moment  of  your  last  arrest) 
that  you  be  furnished  with  neat  and  decent  beds 
and  bedding,  suitable  to  your  rank  and  standing  in 
society,  as  also  with  good  provisions,  and  firing, 
thereby  to  render  your  unpleasant  situation  as  com- 
fortable as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit.  It  is 
the  wish  of  the  government  you  should  be  thus 
treated,  and  my  constant  endeavor  shall  be  exerted 
to  meet  their  intentions.  If.  therefore , it  may  unfor- 
tunately happen,  that  any  neglect  or  deficiency  may 
take  place  in  your  accommodation,  I request  your  inti- 
mations to  me  thereon,  and  the  etil  will  be  remedied 
without  delay.  In  the  execution  t>f  the  unpleasing 
duty  assigned  me,  I trust  you  will  have  been  persua- 
ded, I was  actuated  by  a due  sense  of  the  very  de 
iicute  situation  each  of  us  were  placed  in,  and  that 
the  order  was  executed,  without  losing  sight  of  the 
honorable  situation  you  held  with  your  king  and  coun- 
try.” “You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from 

pie,  as  an  individual,  the  tender  of  personal  services, 
if  Lean  be  useful,  and  to  accept  the  assurances,  &.c. 

(Signed,)  J.  PRINCE,  Marshal 

It  is  true  that  “no  state  authority”  was  obtained 
or  confining  tiiese  prisoners..  By  a law  passed  Fe- 
bruary 26,  1790,  the  free  use  of  the  Commonwealth’s 
gaols  al  e Ceded  to  the  United  States  for  the  confine- 
ment of  their  prisoners  ; and  this  “state  authority” 
gives  the  marshal  the  same  right  to  put  the  United 
States’  prisoners  in  gaol,  that  the  sheriff  has  to  put 
therein  the  prisoners  of  the  commonwealth.  This 
authority  wag  used  by  me  ; but  without  any  autho- 
rity, the  precautions  I had  taken  to  prevent  their 
escape,  were  removed  the  same  night,  and  intima- 
tions given  'of  that  hostility  to  government  which 
would  be  equally  willing  to  prevent  their  confine- 
ment, or  favor  their  escape. 

Before  the  prisoners  were  taken  into  Close  custody, 
and  while  on  parole,  intimation  was  given  to  one  of 
them  of  the  probable  cause  of  my  visit  to  Worces- 
ter, and  an  offer  made  to  him  of  a horse  and  chaise 
i<:  assfgst.  his  escape,  which  the  officer  (having  more 
honor  than  the  traitor  who  made  it,)  indignantly 
refused, 

W-  orders  from  the  commissary  ’general  of  pri- 
gpuers  were  to  proceed  with  ail  delicacy  possible, 


consistent  with  peremptory  obligations  imposed 
upon  him.  I have  done  so.  The  prisoners  were 
neither  hurried  to  gaol,  nor  harshly  treated  when 
confined.  The  angry  and  passionate  declamations  of 
their  friends  added  nothing  to  their  misfortune,  nor 
did  it  intimidate  the  officers  of  the  national  go- 
vernment from  effectually  obeying  the  orders  which 
they  went  to  execute. 

The  personal  scurrility  which  the  Worcester  pa* 
ragraph  contains,  I pass  by  as  the  idle  wind,  which 
1 1 regard  not.  My  only  object  is  to  satisfy  my  fellow- 
citizens,  that  the  fair  and  unsullied  fame  of  our 
beloved  country  for  humanity , and  the  virtues  of  civi- 
lization, have  not  been  stained  by  any  act  of  mine. 
If  the  friends  of  these  British  officers  can  as  well 
excuse  themselves  for  the  escape  which  has  recently 
been  effected,  as  they  can  justify  the  country  or  its 
officers  from  the  Charge  of  rtide  and  unfeeling  con- 
duct, it  will  be  well  for  their  personal  character,  and 
for  the  laws  of  the  state. 

JAMES  PRINCE,  Marshal  Bist.  Mass. 
Marshall's  Office,  January  14,  1814. 

By  an  advertisement  of  the  marshal,  it  appears 
that  nine  of  these  officers  made  their  escape  from 
the  jail,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant.  He  de- 
scribes their  persons,  and  offers  $500  reward  for 
their  apprehension,  or  so  in  like  proportion  for  the 
number  recovered,  with  reasonable  expences,  and 
adds — 

“And  whereas  there  is  just  'cause  to  believe  that 
the  said  British  officers  detained  as  aforesaid,  have 
received  aid  and  comfort  since  their  confinement, 
and  are  now  secreted  and  assisted  so  as  to  effectuate 
their  final  escape  by  evil  disposed  and  corrupt  citi- 
zens, who  prefer  the  interest  of  the  enemy  to  their 
own  country.  To  such  and  to  all  others,  I warn  them 
of  the  consequences  resulting  from  shell  traiterous 
conduct  as  giving  counsel,  aid  and  comfort  1o  a 
public  enemy,  especially  those  situated  as  are  these 
British  officers — and  while  I call  on  the  good  citi- 
zens of  the  nation  to  be  active  and  zealous  in  the 
premises — I do  also  offer  a reward  of  Five  Hundred 
Dollars,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  having  know- 
ledge of  such  treacherous  conduct  may  give  infor- 
mation as  may  lead  to  u conviction  of  the  traitors 

On  the  escape  of  those  British  officers  the  Boston  Daily- 
Advertiser  has  the  following  remarks.  Tie  know 
they  are  wind — but  they  may  amuse  our  readers , 
and  deserve  reinembrimce  : 

“ It  is  not  true  as  reported,  that  a number  of  SPI- 
RITED YOUNG  MEN  had  determined  to  give  mar- 
shal Prince  those  honors  which  our  ancestors  used  to 
bestow  on  the  obnoxious  officers  of  the  customs.  They, 
to  be  sure,  felt  an  indignation  mixed  with  contempt 
at  the  arrogance  of  the  latter  part  of  this  advertise- 
ment for  the  apprehension  of  THOSE  GALLANT 
OFFICERS  whom  Mr.  Madison  lias  seized  to  answer 
for  the  lives  of  some  self-acknowledged  traitors.  Who 
authorised  Mr.  Prince  to  characterize  the  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  the  victims  of  a barbarous  and  cruel 
policy  as  “treason,”  and  to  offer  a reward  for  the 
apprehension  of  such  “traitors,”  we  are  yet  lo  learn. 

One  would  think  the  deepest  malice  would  be  sa- 
tisfied with  having  taking  up,  and  turned  into  apart- 
ments without  any  comforts  but  straw  beds  and  a 
miserable  rug  those  young  jpen  whose  only  crime 
was  that  of  being  born  in  the  country  of  Montgom- 
ery and  Gates  or  La  Fayette,  or  of  having  served 
the  same  monarch  whom  H dshington  ante  sewed. 

1 tell  marshal  Prince  to  his  head,  that  should  he 
succeed  in  recapturing  them,  (if  they  are  accessible) 
I will  not  hesitate  to  join  in  giving  them  the  “aid  and 
comfort”  of  all  the  luxuries  which  may  alleviate  their 
unmerited  sufferings.  Some  men  seem,  to  feel  only 
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If  these  officers  had  committed  mur-  quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 

the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  which  passed  this  house  for  filling  the 
ranks  and  encouraging  enlistments  into  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  was  returned  from  the  senate 


fo?  culprits 

der  and  piracy  like  Dalton  or  Tully,  we  should  then 
hear  marshal  Prince’s  humanity  trumpeted  forth,  his 
sending  them  a bottle  of  wine,  and  weeping  dver 
their  fate.  . 

If  I had  a brother,  a father  or  a son  now  retained 
in  Canada  to  answer  for  these  said  gallant  officers, 


rii  uanaua  tu  answer  iui  mwc  o.wv,  > - 

I would  offer  a reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  any } with  sundry  amendments,  the  object  of  winch  was 
one  who  would  facilitate  the  escape  of  these  Englishmen  in  the  first  place,  to  vary  the  mode  of  the  distribu- 
tuP  c, , rest  wav  of  saving  the  life  of  my  friend.  1 Hon  of  the  bounty,  retaining  the  same  amount,  so  as 


as  the  surest  way  of  saving  the  Lie  ot  my 
believe  every  humane  man,  every  one  who  felt  a hor- 
ror (almost  universal)  at  the  idea  of  exposing  not 
only  the  lives  of  these  innocent  men,  but  as  many  of 
our  own  officers , for  some  British  traitors  justly  con- 
demned by  their  own  laws,  felt  a joy  at  their  escape 
and  prav  that  they  may  not  be  retaken.  On  the  es-- 


to  give  only  twenty-five  dollars  on  enlistment  and 
like  sum  on  mustering,  instead  of  fifty  in  each  case, 
as  proposed  by  the  bill  that  passed  this  house  ; and 
in  the  next  place,  to  vary  the  proposition  granting 
eight  dollars  to  every  person  procuring  a recruit. 

The  house  refused  to  agree  with  the  amendments 


the  enlistment  of 


cape' of' 'these  nine  depend  the  lives  of  eighteen  mno-  (of  the  senate— 94  to  54. 
cent  human  beings,  the  victims  of  Mr.  Madison’s  | 1 he  engrossed  bill  authorising 

novel  policv.— Both  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Prince,  if  certain  regiments  for  five  years  or  during  the  war, 
they  wish  to  avoid  the  stings  of  remorse  in  this  world  i was  read  a third  time, 
and  the  guilt  of  shedding  innocent  blood  in  the  next, 


After  some  speaking  on  the  subject  the  previous 

-the 
ffir- 


xjiig'ht  to  rejoice  in  the  liberation  of  those  men. 

For  my  part  I wish  they  only  had  marshal  Prince 
on  foot  iii  pursuit.  I think  if  they  have  any  wind 
or  bottom,  I would  take  any  odds  against  the  lynx 
eyed  full  blooded  greyhound  of  Mr.  Madison.” 

The  following  account  oj  the  escape  of  the  prisoners  is 
given  in  the  Worcester  *F gis  : 

“On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  12th  instant, 
nine  of  the  British  officers  confined  in  this  town, 
effected  their  escape  in  the  following  manner.-  j Fisk£f  $ Y.  ForneJ  Porsy,h 
Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  the  gaoler  * assistant  Gmmli  GrifH  Cnmdy,  it, 
entered  the  room  where  these  officers  were  confined, 
to  see  that  they  were  safe  and  to  lock  them  up  for 
the  nigllt.  He  had  no  sooner  stepped  within  the 
door,  than  the  prisoners  seized  him,  held  a pistol 
to  his  breast,  and  threatened  him  With  instant  death 
if  he  made  the  least  noise  or  resistance.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  make  fast  his  feet  and  hands,  and  to  put 


question  was  Called  for,  and  carried  79  to  34 
main  question  was  then  put  and  decided  in  the 
mative  90  to  15. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were — 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Archer,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clop* 
ton,  Comstock,  Condit,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Davis  of  Penn.  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Yer. 

the,  Franklin,  Gholson, 
ill,  Harris,  Ilasbrousk, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Jackson  of 
V irg.  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn,  King  of  N.  C.  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Ma- 
con, M‘Cov,  M‘Kee,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfee, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pen.  Rhea  of  Ten.  Rich,  Ridge- 
, , , , i i ily,  Ringgold,  Roan,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sey- 

agag  into  h,s  mouth,  so  that  lie coul.l  neither  move  ^ s*gmler)  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
nor  titter  any  distinctly  audible  sound.  1 hey 'then  udrec,  Ward  of  N.  J.  Wllitehill,  Wilson,  of  Pen. 
issued  from  the  door  and  betook  themselves  to  flight.  Wl.ifrht  Yancey— 90. 

In  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  the  young  man,  bv  jf AYS— Messrs.  Rallies,  of  Mass.  Bigelow,  Brig- 

violent  struggling,  extricated  h, s feet  anu  crawled  |,  champion,  Ely,'  Hale,  Hufly,  Moscly,  Pear- 
into  the  gaoler’s  house,  when  the  gag  was  removed,  | John  ,Jeed  Taggart,  Ward  of  Mass.  White, 
lie  made  known  what  had  taken  place.  In  the  course  w.,  f \r,,ss  w'lnter— 15 
of  the  night,  and  during  several  days,  pursuit  was  W‘la0n  -Uass"  ”""a-  ' 

made,  and  five  of  the  prisoners  were  brought  back 
and  safely  lodged  in  prison.  Four  remain  untaken. 

On. Saturday,  those  in  custody  left  town  in  carriages, 

for  Pittsfield  or  Albany . jer  : — Sheffev,  Stanford,  Lew 

The  JEgis  adds  that  inconsequence  of  the  loose  ^ MiUJr,  Gaston,  Pearson, 
manner  in  which  the  sheriff  held  the  p: 
rangements  had  been  made  to  convey  them  to  22._Mr.  Ingersol  reported  a hill 

place  of  greater  security.  I he  fact  is  supposed  to  j tQ  fij£  Ule ’residence  of  the  attorney-general  at  the 
have  been  communicated  to  them.  I he  slier, (I  the,at  of  g.,)Vel.„ment 

next  day  offered  §20  » piece  for  their  apprehension,  The  bfn  from  t,K.  senate  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabi- 
but  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  other  measure  tants  of  tl)e  isiand  of  N antuckct  was  passed,  105  to  8. 
to  re-possess  himself  of  them.  , amendments  of  this  house  to  the  senate’s  bill 


The  house  then  adjourned  at  a late  hour. 

[The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted 
against  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Findley  in  com- 
1 plimentto  Mr.  Vlay,  on  resigning  his  office  as  Speak - 
, , . - . rai  i ler  ; — Sheffev,  Stanford,  Lewis,  Pitkin,  Pickering', 

:ts  adds  that  inconsequence  of  the  loose  Davi  Millir  Gaston,  Pearson,  Hanson,  Grosve- 
which  the  sheriff  held  the  prisoners,  ar- 


Proceedings  of  Congress, 


for  extending  the  enlistments  of  certain  regiments. 


were  returned  from  the  senate  disagreed  to  ; and 
house  of  hkphksenta  tivks.  i the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  receded  from 

Thursday,  January  2d — After  disposing  of  many  I its  amendments, 
private  petitions,  the  day  was  chiefly  occupied  by  a!  Tiie  house  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
committee  of1  the  whole,  on  the  bill  for  an  exten- j amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to  provide  for 
sion  of  enlistments.  It  was  passed  to  a third  reading,  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army.  Committees  of  con- 
Friday , January  21.— Mr.  Robertson,  after  some!  ference  have  been  appointed, 
remarks  on  the  subject,  among  which  lie  observed'  Monday,  January  24.— Mr.  Lav,  of  Con.  after 
it  was  singular  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  consti-  some  remarks,  in  too  low  a voice  to  be  heard  by  the 
tution  or  the  law  which  points  out  the  manner  in  j reporter,  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the-, 
which  one  of  the  most  important  rights  belonging  j story  about  certain  blue  lights  which  had  been  put 
toman  in  his  social  character,  is  to  be  exercised,  &c.|  in  circulation,  and  had  received  countenance  by  the 
offered  the  following  resolution — publication  of  an  official  letter  from  one  or  our 
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was  calculated  tc  draw  down  odium  on  a part  of  the 
state  which  he  represented.  That  letter  to  which  he 
alluded  contained  a charge  against  certain  persons 
in  Connecticut,  not  exactly  of  their  having  afforded 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  but  of  having  afforded 
them  intelligence,  by  means  of  those  lights,  which 
had  the  effect  of  aiding  the  enemy  in  their  opera- 
tions. The  motion  Mr.  L.  was  about  to  make,  was 
not,  he  said,  induced  by  any  belief  that  the  report 
was  correct ; for  he  could  not  believe  that  his  native 
town  contained  in  its  bosom  men  so  abandoned  as  to 
light  those  torches.  The  conduct  of  those  people  in 
protecting  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States 
from  thoie  of  the  enemy  during  the  last  summer, 
precluded  the  suspicion  of  such  a charge  being  cor- 
rect as  to  them,  Mr.  L.  took  a brief  view  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  state  of  Connecticut  had  patri- 
otically defended  the  United  States’  squadron  when 
the  general  government  was  unable  to  defend  it 
from  the  blockading  squadron  of  the  enemy.  In  that 
service  the  state  troops  or  militia  had  remained  until 
November,  at  which  time  the  United  States  had 
collected,  as  was  supposed,  a sufficient  force  to 
answer  the  purpose.  The  United  States  then  having 
a garrison  in  the  fort,  it  was  presumed  the  comman- 
der of  that  force  had  kept  up  proper  guards  and 
patroles  about  the  points  in  the  neighborhood  ; and 
yet,  in  the  month  of  December,  on  these  very  points 
these  wicked  lights,  these  torches  of  treason  were 
said  to  have  been  exhibited.  He  could  not  believe, 
under  these  circumstances,  that  these. lights  were 
exhibited  as  represented,  but  that  some  delusion 
must  have  existed  on  the  subject.  It  was  proper,  he 
conceived,  that  the  fact  should  be  enquired  into, 
and  placed  on  its  proper  footing,  as  it  had  been  al- 
luded to  frequently  in- this  house.  With  this  view  he 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

“Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire whether  any  treasonable  correspondence  lias 
been  held,  or  information  by  means  of  blue  lights  or 
signals  by  fire  given  from  the  shore  at  or  near  the 
harbor  of  New -Lon  don  in  the  state  of  Connecticut, 
to  the  blockading  squadron  off  that  harbor,  whereby 
the  enemy  might  learn  the  state,  condition  or  move- 
ments of  the  American  ships  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Decatur  new  in  that  port ; and  that  the 
committee  be  authorised  to  take  evidence  by  depo- 
sition or  otherwise  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and 
report  thereon  to  this  house.” 

Mr.  Mosely  supported  the  motion.  Mr.  Grundy 
was  willing  such  an  enquiry  should  be  made,  if  the 
matter  were  referred  to  the  naval  committee. 

Mr.  Fisk  said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  a wish  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  for  the 
proposed  enquiry.  When  he  looked  at  the  principle 
of  this  motion,  he  trembled  at  the  consequences  of 
its  adoption.  What  was  the  principle?  It  was  nothing 
more  than  a proposition  to  exercise,  through  a 
committee  of  this  house,  the  inquisitorial  power  to 
enquire  whether  treason  has  been  committed  in  a 
particular  instance.,  He  hoped  no  such  precedent 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Eppes  and  Mr.  Jackson'  of  Va.  opposed  it. 
Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Mr.  Cal- 
houn thought  it  a matter  too  diminutive  to  engage 
this  house.  The  motion  was  finally  laid  on  the  table. 

Tnrreau's  letter  again. — Mr.  Roberts  offered  for 
consideration,  without  preface,  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  message  of  the  president,  com- 
inunicating  a report  to  the  secretary  of  the  state, 
respecting  the  translation  of  a letter  addressed  by 
the  late  minister  of  France  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
bearing  date  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  of  June, 
180.9,  which  it  appear  from  said  report  lias  been 


irregularly  withdrawn  from  the  department  of  state, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  reUiions,  to 
investigate  when,  by  whom  and  in  what  manner  the 
said  translation  of  a letter  was  so  withdrawn,  and 
when  and  in  what  manner  it  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Alexander  C.  Hanson,  a member  of  this 
house,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  the  resolve  was  amen- 
ded, by  a vote  of  75  to  48,  so  as  to  substitute  a 
select  committee  for  the  “committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations.” 

Several  members  expressed  their  weariness  with 
this  matter.  Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  the  following — “ and  also  ■alien 
and  in  • what  manner  the  original  of  such  translation 
w as  withdrawn  from  the  department  of  slate.”  Several 
other  members  spoke  to  the  resolution,  and  Mr. 
M‘Kim  moved  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table,  which 
was  agreed  to — ayes  80,  nays  62. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  of 
Va.  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  de- 
livery of  libelled  merchandize  or  goods  to  the 
owners  thereof,  pending  its  trial. 

After  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

Tuesday , January  25. — Mr.  Troup,  from  the  con- 
ferees on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on 
the  bill,  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army,  &c.  made 
a report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — for 
the  purpose  of  awaiting,  it  is  presumed,  the  decision 
of  the  senate  on  the  said  report. 

Slate  advances  of  money. — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  the  following  report : 

War  Department , 24  th  January,  1814. 

Sir, — In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  1 5th  instant,  I have  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  enclosed  letter  and  account. 

My  the  former  it  appears,  that  no  claims  (other 
than  those  of  the  state  of  Virginia)  for  monies  ad- 
vanced by*  states,  or  territories,  in  calling  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  detachments  of  militia, 
are  filed  with  the  accountant  of  the  war  department; 
and  by  the  latter  is  shewn,  the  items  in  the  accounts 
rendered  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  have  been 
adjusted  under  the  authority  of  existing  laws,  and 
those  which  require  legislative  provision.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  lion.  Mr.  Cheves,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Department  of  li  ar,  Accountant’s  Office , 
January  22,  1814. 

Sm — In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  15th 
instant,  I enclose  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor 
of  Virginia,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and 
bv  him  referred  to  this  office  ,•  and  a copy  of  my  let- 
ter in  reply  to  the  governor,  together  with  a copy  of 
the  list  of  disallowed  charges,  on  settlement  at  this 
office  on  the  17th  November,  1812,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  the  monies  now  standing  to  the  debit  of 
of  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  books  of  this  office. 
There  are  no  other  documents  in  this  office,  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  no  accounts  being  filed  here  for  mo- 
nies advanced  by  states  or  territories,  in  calling  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  detachments  of 
militia.  Respectfully,  ! am  Sec. 

W.  SUMMONS. 

The  secretary  oj  war. 

(Copy.) 

Richmond,  October  14,  1S12. 

Sin — Enclosed  I transmit  an  account  of  the  com- 
monwealth against  the  United  States,  and  the  vouch- 
ers in  support  thereof.  I beg  leave  to  suggest  to 
you,  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a prompt 
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lion  to  this  subject,  as  the  contingent  fund,  upon 
*vhich  we  have  been  compelled  to  draw  for  a great 
proportion  of  this  account,  is  entirely  exhausted, 
and  claims  against  the  state,  which  depend  upon 
that  fund  for  payment,  are  suspended.  If  a difficulty 
should  arise  to  any  of  the  items,  it  may  be  a subject 
of  future  discussion.  In  the  interim  it  is  important 
to  us,  that  so  much  of  the  account  as  is  admitted 
should  be  forthwith  discharged.  If  convenient,  a 
.draft  on  the  bank  here  will  be  most  acceptable. 

With  high  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  BARBOUR. 

The  secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

(Copy) 

Department  of  liar,  Accountant's  Office, 
A'ov.  17,  1812.  j 

Sin — The  secretary  of  war  has  referred  to  this 
office  your  letter  to  him  of  the  13th  uli.  together 
with  the  accounts  accompanying  it.  These  accounts, 
as  well  as  those  heretofore  rendered  by  the  state  of 
Virginia,  have  been  acted  on,  and  such  parts  admit- 
ted as  it  is  thought  the  military  laws  of  the  United 
States,  existing  at  the  time  the  disbursements  were 
made,  would  authorise.  A copy  of  the  account  cur- 
rent now  enclosed,  will  shew  you  the  items,  com- 
posingthe  sum  of  §17,159  31,  the  amount  admitted. 
And  the  accompanying  statements  embrace  all  the 
charges  made  by  the  state  which  hare  been  disal- 
lowed, with  the  causes  of  such  disallowance  noted. 
Such  of  the  rejected  vouchers  as  are  not  on  file  in 
tli is  office,  were  returned  to  Mr.  Henning  • a list  of 
which  is  added  to  statement.  No.  1,  herewith.  The 
balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States  is  $2114  1 0,  j 
as  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  account  current. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

(Signed)  WM.  SIMMONS. 

Jfs  excellency  James  Barbour , 

Governor  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  report  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee,  having  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

The  engrossed  bill  “for  the  more  effectual  en- 
forcing of  the  non-importation  laws,  by  forbidding 
the  courts  to  deliver  to  the  claimants,  pending  the 
trial,  merchandize  or  other  articles  seized  under  the 
same,”  was  read  a third  time  and  passed,  by  the 
following  vote  For  the  bill  87,  against  it  56. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate,  for 
consideration. 

A committee  of  the  whole  went  through  and  re- 
ported to  the  house  a bill  to  prohibit  the  ransoming 
of  vessels.  The  provision  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  April  next. 


FILLING  THE  RANKS,  &C. 

A message  from  the  senate  was  read,  concurring 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the  bill 
for  filling  the  ranks,  encouraging  enlistments,  See. — 
and  the  house  took  up  Utie  message. 

Mr.  Troup  stated  that  the  report  of  the  conferees 
had  been  made  upon  the  principle  of  compromise, 
and  amounted  to  this — that  the  house  was  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  senate’s  amendment  so 
far  as  relates  to  an  increase  of  the  land  bounty,  and 
the  senate  was  to  recede  from  its  amendment  to  the 
bill  respecting  the  money  bounty  ; so  that,  if  the 
bill  was  agreed  to,  the  whole  bounty  in  money  would 
be  124  dollars  to  each  recruit — 50  on  enlistment,  50 
on  mustering  the  recruit,  and  24  on  the  discharge 
from  service  ; the  land  bounty  remaining  as  it  lias 
heretofore  been.  Mr.  T.  related  the  arguments 
which  had  been  used  in  committee,  &c.  and  recom- 
mended an  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  by  the  house  without  a 
^vision. 


act  c* 
OU>  J 


[So  that  the  bill  wants  only  the  signature  of  the 
president  to  become  a law.] 

Mr.  Hopkins  (of  N.  V.)  after  some  introductory 
remarks  in  which  he  dwelt  particularly  on  the  burn- 
ing of  J\eivar/c  and  the  distresses  of  the  people  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion— 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to.  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  indemnity  or  relief  of  those  who  have  suffered 
losses  by  the  irruption  of  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  : and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise.  * 

Mr.  Calhoun  of  S.  C.  observed  that  this  motion 
embraced  a novel  principle  ; on  which  the  house 
ought  to  have  time  to  reflect,  and  therefore  moved 
that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Troup  i*ose  chiefly  to  state  a fact  in  relation 
to  the  burning  of  Newark. 

The  commanding  officer  in  that  quarter  had  been 
ordered  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  destroy  Newark 
in  one  event  only — when  it  should  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  safety  of  fort  George.  It  could  only 
have  become  so  in  case  of  an  attack  on  fort  George, 
the  enemy  availing  himself  of  Newark  as  a place  of 
shelter.  Now  no  attack  had  been  made  on  fort 
George  ; and  the  burning  of  Newark  was  of  course 
not  consequent  to  any  order  of  government,  but  the 
disobedience  or  misconduct  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Air  Kilbourn  introduced  a resolution  having  for 
its  object  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  seamen  on  tl.& 
lakes,  on  account  of  some  objections  they  were  stat- 
ed to  have  to  that  service.  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  K’s  resolution  being  on  its  pas- 
sage, was  negatived — Ayes  26. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  26. — The  bill  to  prohibit  the  ran- 
soming of  ships  or  vessels,  was  passed  ; ayes  80, 
nays  57- 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  additional  rifle 
regiments. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  in  which  one  long 
speech  was  made  without  mentioning  the  bill  before 
the  house,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Oun  frigates. — There  has  been  much  debating 
and  controversy  in  the  British  parliament  respecting 
the  frequent  sailing  and  safe  arrival  of  bur  frigates. 
The  President,  com.  Rodgers,  is  particularly  pointed 
at.  Some  say  there  is  not  force  enough  on  the  Ame- 
rican coast,  (though  they  have  one  hundred  and  sixty 
war-vessels  in  our  seas,)  and  others  that  the  force  is 
not  properly  disposed ; but  the  ministerialists  say 
that  the  thing  complained  of  is  owing  entirely  to  the 
enterprize  of  the  Yankees.  Lord  Castlercagh  said 
that  “the  demand  [for  men]  on  the  American  station 
had  been  prodigious.”  Mr.  A.  Baring  declared 
that  the  “ 30  or  40  vessels  in  the  Chesapeake  had  dis- 
graced the  country,  as  well  by  their  ineffectiveness 
as  by  their  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war.”  Mr.  Cro- 
ker  said  that  the  British  fleets  hud  performed  all 
that  the  country  expected  of  them.  The  matter  end- 
ed by  voting  140,000  men  for  the  naval  service  of 
the  year. 

Massachusetts. — In  the  house  of  representatives, 
January  14 — Mr.  Otis  laid  upon  the  table  a resolve, 
expressive  of  the  duty  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
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to  aid  the  governor  of  Vermont  and  the  people  of 
that  state,  or  any  other  state,  with  their  whole  pow- 
er, in  enabling  them  to  support  their  constitutional 
rights,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  in  danger  of  in- 

1.  lament  from  any  quarter,  and  that  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  legislature,  whenever  requested  by  the 
legislature  of  Vermont,  or  other  state,  upon  due 
evidence  of  such  infringement,  to  make  provision  by 
law  for  their  effectual  support.  Ordered  to  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  house  till  further  orders. 

Pennsylvania. — In  the  senate  a few  days  ago,  Mr. 
Gemmil,  after  some  pointed  remarks,  presented  to 
the  chair  the  following  resolution— • 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bdl  grantingto  each  one  of  the  first  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  being  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth, 
who  shall  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  enlist 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  and  during 
the  present  war,  a bounty  of  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  bounty  which  may  be  ofFered,  for  the  s <me 
term  of  service,  by  the  government  of  the  U.  S ates. 

England.— -The  London  papers  of  the  5th  of  Nov. 
are  filled  with  speeches  in  the  British  Parliament  on 
the  motions  in  the  two  houses  for  addresses  to  the 
prince  regent  in  answer  to  his  speech.  The  addres- 
ses were  unamimously  agreed  to  in  each  branch. 
The  members  of  parliament  and  the  London  editors 
discovered  that  they  were  in  high  spirits. 

Extract  from  speech  of  Lord  Compton. 

“ He  now  would  turn  to  the  new  world,  and  la- 
mented that  a nation  professing  principles  of  liberty, 
should  have  united  in  support  of  the  most  execrable 
despotism,  and  counteracted  the  progress  of  the 
cause  of  European  freedom.  He  might  be  told,  that 
America  was  not  the  ally  of  France.  He  knew  that 
she  had  not  signed  and  sealed  a formal  treaty  of  alli- 
ance with  that  country  ; but  she  had  formed  that 
species  of  alliance  which  was  fully  an  equivalent,  by 
giving  her  all  the  assistance  of  her  power  in  the 
contest  now  waging.  However,  he  hoped  the  hour 
of  her  awakening  to  her  true  interest  drew  near. 

“Site  had  already  been  roused  from  her  dream  of 
maritime  superiority,  by  the  thunder  of  the  Shan- 
non ; and  when  she  saw  the  heroic  and  successful 
resistance  of  Canada — when  she  found  her  commerce 
ann.h  luted,  her  ports  blockaded,  her  armies  cap 
tuved  and  destroyed,  she  must  perceive  the  inutility 
of  her  efforts  to  injure  our  power ; and,  with  the 
declining  fortunes  of  France,  her  blindness  must 
dissip  T -,  her  eyes  open  to  the  light,  and  her  mind 
to  w s iom.” 

Singular,  coincidence — The  London  Courier  of 
November  4,  contains  the  first  account  of  Pern’s 
glorious  victory  on  lake  Erie.  The  same  day  the 
prince  regent  makes  his  speech  in  which  he  says  all 
our  efforts  against  Canada  had  failed.  And  on  the 
same  day,  lord  Castlereagh,  the  prime  minister, 
writes  a letter  to  our  secretary  of  state,  proposing 
negociations  for  peace. 

Gen.  Hull. — Two  lawyers  have  appeared  at  Alba- 
ny, as  counsel  for  gen.  Hull,  who  lias  requested  that 
his  counsel  may  exercise  the  same  privileges  before 
the  court  martial  as  if  in  a court  of  law.  This  is 
contrary  to  precedent  and  practice;  but  the  court 
will  decide  on  the  matter.  Gen.  Cass,  Dr.  Enstis , 
late  secretary  of  war,  col.  ,1  filler  and  several  other 
important  witnesses  have  arrived  at  x\lbany  ; and  it 
is  expected  the  court  will  now  proceed  in  the  regu- 
lar examination  of  them. 

Twisting. — The  London  edi  ors  declaim  most  so- 
lemnly that  the  fleet  which  Perry  took  on  lake  Erie 
was  not  a part  of  the  royal  nary,  but  a mere  local 
force — a provincial  thing,  of  no  consequence  at  all. 

Prisoners — Com.  Berne  of  the  Dragon  74,  com- 
manding tile  enemy  squadron  blockading  the  Ci\e. sa- 


peake,  lately  observed  to  a private  gentlemen  who 
went  on  board  his  ship  with  a flag  from  A’orfolk , 
that  he  had  about  160  American  prisoners  on  board 
the  squadron  ; that  he  had  not  the  means  of  making 
them  comfortable  ; but  was  compelled  to  keep  them 
on  half  allowance  of  very  bad  provisions — that  he 
was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  them,  but  no,  application 
had  been  made  for  their  release — and  rather  diau  de- 
tain them  in  their  distressing  situation  lie  would  give 
them  up  on  a bare  receipt  for  them.  Which  being 
reported  too  general  Taylor,  at  Norfolk,  though  lie 
was  not  regularly  authorised  to  interfere  in  the  n at- 
ter, lie  despatched  a cartel  with  such  proposals  as  it 
was  in  his  power  to  make,  and  commodore  Jierrie 
returned  130  of  the  prisoners,  the  rest  being  detain- 
ed to  condemn  the  prizes  sent  to  Bermuda. 

Smuggling. — We  yet  have  a good  deal  of  smug- 
gling to  the  eastward.  There  lias  been  a great  trade 
with  Halifax,  but  the  “commerce,”  we  think,  is 
nearly  “destroyed.”  Several  valuable  seizures  have 
lately  been  made. 

Vigilance — The  cartel  ship  Fair  American  lately 
sailed  from  New  York  with  an  United  States  messen- 
ger, and  several  other  passengers  for  England — tiie 
messenger  proceeds  to  St.  Petersburg.  After  the 
sailing  of  the  vessel,  eleven  persons  were  found 
snugly  stowed  away  in  different  parts  of  the  ship 
who  has  not  procured  passports.  They  were  brought 
buck  in  the  revenue  cutter,  and  while  on  board  the 
cutter  destroyed  a number  of  letters  and  papers. 

Alexander. — It  would  be  well  for  those  who  af- 
fect so  much  regard  for  the  emperor  of  Russia,  to 
weigh  well  his  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  See  the 
documents  inserted  in  the  last  number — the  official 
note  says  -—“His  majesty  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing 
justice  to  the  ivisdom  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
is  convinced  that  it  has  done,  all  that  that  it  could  to 
prevent  this  rupture .”  But  it  is  all  h.y  poor  icy — were 
England  out  of  the  question,  Alexander  would  be 
disregarded.  The  same  persons  call  themselves  dis- 
ciples of  Washington  and  coldly  talk  of  treason. 

The  British  appear  to  have  closely  confined  every 
American  officer  at  Halifax.  The  gallant  fellows, 
on  several  occasions,  met  the  usage  of  the  enemy 
with  three  cheers  ! There  is  no  whiffing  or  whimper- 
ing. The  soul  of  these  men  is  embarked  in  the 
cause  of  their  country  ; and 

“Even  in  the  dark  and  dreary  damp  of  dungeons 

“The  soul  can  rear  its  sceptre,  smile  at  anguish, 

“And  triumph  o’er  oppression”— 

Mr.  Clay  was  *0  have  left  Washington  City  yester- 
day (Friday)  for  N.  York,  to  embark  for  Gotlenburg. 

Destruction. — A Boston  newspaper  has  killed 
off,  and  reduced  a Virginia  regiment  that  was  800 
strong,to  about  70  men,  in  a few  months,  by  disease 
— and  then  adds  the  following  pious  and  patriotic 
remarks  : 

“1st.  It  evinces  a most  sinful  negligence  in  the  me- 
dical department  of  the  army.  What  a waste  of 
human  life  has  arisen  from  the  pitiful  policy  which 
actuated  the  government  in  their  appointments  of 
tlie  medical  staff! 

“2dly.  From  this  peculiar  mortality  in  the  Virginia 
troops,  we  infer  that  southern  constitutions  are  inca- 
pable of  sustaining  the  hardships  of  a campaign  in 
this  rigorous  northern  climate. 

“*3dlv.  In  this  f ct  and  in  the  di'eadfhl  destruction 
of  the  ‘Kentucky  troops  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ; 
we  may  see  the  just  judgment  of  God  upon  those 
parts  of  the  country  which  have  been  most  instru- 
mental in  plunging  us  into  the  wicked  contest .” 

A remark. — The  burning  of  Newark  has  excited 
great  sensibility  in  certain  members  of  congress, 
who  never  said  one  word  in  reprehension  of  the  de- 
struction of  Jiavre-clc- Grace , French-town,  George 
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fawn,  Frederick -town,  of  the  ravishments  at  Hamp- 
ton, the  murders  by  the  British  at  the  river  Raisin , 
or  of  the  devastation  of  the  savages  under  the  agency 
of  he  English. 

« The  well  inclined.” — A party  of  13  mounted 
infantry  was  sent  out  from  Burlington,  Yt.  towards 
the  lines,  to  look  out  for  some  dear  lovers  of  “com- 
merce,” or  in  other  words,  smugglers.  On  their  re- 
turn after  an  unsuccessful  search,  they  stopped  to 
refresh  themselves  at  a public  house.  While  there, 
they  were  attacked  by  a gang  of  30  armed  villains, 
who  immediately  commenced  a lire  upon  them.  One 
of  the  soldiers  was  killed  and  live  taken  prisoners, 
by  the  smugglers.  IIow  superabundant  is  our  coun- 
try of  scoundrels. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  to  notice  the  safe  ar- 
rival of  many  very  valuable  American  vessels  within 
a few  days  last  past. 

Wan  ship — The  ingenious  and  indefatigable  Ro- 
bert Fulton,  (says  the  Aurora)  we  find  has  directed 
his  attention  to  the  employment  of  steam -boats  for 
purposes  of  public  defence,  in  the  harbors  and  wa- 
ters of  the  United  States.  The  following  is  a copy 
of  a certificate  from  some  of  our  most  distinguished 
naval  officers,  which  is  so  explicit  in  description 
and  so  conclusive  in  the  judgment. given  on  it,  that 
no  remarks  of  ours  are  necessary,  and  could  not  add 
to  the  weight  of  the  opinions  given.  We  hope  it 
will  meet  their  attention  where  it  should,  to  which 
its  imp  >rtance  entitles  it. 

New-London,  January  3,  1814. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  this  day  examined  the 
model  and  plans  of  a vessel  of  war,  submitted  to 
us  by  Robeut  Fulton,  to  carry  twenty-four  g'uns, 
twenty-four  or  thirty-two  pounders,  and  use  red  hot 
shot,  to  be  propelled  by  steam  at  the  speed  of  from 
four  to  five  miles  an  hour,  without  the  aid  of  wind 
or  tide.  The  properties  of  which  vessel  are  : That 
without  masts  or  sails,  she  can  move  with  sufficient 
speed ; that  her  machinery  being  guarded  she  can- 
not be  crippled  ; that  her  sides  are  so  thick  as  to  be 
impenetrable  to  every  kind  of  shot — and  in  a calm, 
or  light  breeze,  she  can  take  choice  of  position  or 
distance  from  an  enemy.  Considering  the  speed 
which  the  application  of  steam  has  already  given  to 
heavy  floating  bodies,  we  have  full  confidence,  that 
should  such  a vessel  move  only  four  miles  an  hour, 
she  could,  under  the  favorable  circumstances  which 
may  always  be  gained  over  enemies’  vessels  in  our 
ports,  harbors,  bays  and  sounds,  be  rendered  more 
formidable  to  an  enemy  than  any  kind  of  engine  hi- 
therto invented.  And  in  such  case  she  would  be  equal 
to  the  destruction  of  one  or  more  seventy-fours,  or  of 
compelling  her  or  them  to  depart  from  our  waters. 
We,  therefore  give  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  that 
it  is  among;  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States 
^o  carry  this  plan  into  immediate  execution. 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR, 

Ja.  JONES, 

J.  BIDDLE. 

Nkw-Youk,  Jan.  10,  1814. 

Wc,  the  subscribers,  having  examined  the  model 
of  the  above  described  vessel  of  war,  to  be  propell- 
ed by  steam,  do  fully  concur  in  the  above  opinion  of 
the  practicability  and  utility  of  the  same. 

(Signed)  ' * SAMUEL  EVANS, 

O.  H.  PERRY, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

J.  LEWIS. 

Boston , Jannary  18. 

N euthai.it  v. — A Swedish  schooner,  which  arrived 
as  Gloucester  a few  days  since,  and  was  reported 
to  be  from  St.  Barts,  but  was  seized  on  suspicion  of 
Coming  from  Halifax — disappeared  on  Sunday  night 


the  16th  inst.  We  are  informed  see  had  a custom- 
house officer  and  three  men  on  board,  and  that  a 
number  of  persons  went  on  board  the  same  night, 
and  very  quietly  set  them  on  shore. 

MILITARY. 

The  Petersburg  Volunteers , having  returned  to 
their  homes,  have  been  received  by  their  fellow- 
citizens  with  singular  honors.  “The  pride  of  Sparta 
(said  the  orator)  were  the  heroes  of  Thermopylx — 
the  pride  of  Virginia  the  heroes  of  Fort  Meigs.” 

The  agent  for  prisoners  at  Burlington,  Yt.  adver- 
tises one  captain,  one  ensign  and  four  sergeants, 
British  officers,  who  unmindful  of  the  honorable 
obligations  contracted  by  them,  have  effected  their 
escape  in  violation  of  their  paroles.  The  ensign  is  a 
native  of  New- York,  and  the  four  sergeants  were 
born  in  New- Hampshire.  The  latter  were  young  men, 
viz.  21,  27,  28  and  35  years  of  age,  respectively. 

A very  considerable  number  of  officers  have  lately 
started  to  return  to  the  Canada  frontier. 

Recruiting. — Captain  Gill,  late  first-lieutenant  of 
the  Baltimore  volunteers , now  of  the  U.  S.  Sea  Fen- 
cibles,  recruited  a company  consisting  of  104  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  in  twenty-nine 
days.  We  believe  this  company,  with  another  that 
is  raising,  is  to  be  in  some  degree  attached  to  the 
flotilla  designed  for  the  defence  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay. 

It  is  supposed  that  lieutenant-general  Drummond 
has  gone  up  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Detroit; 
but  our  force  at  that  place  is  very  respectable,  and 
several  corps  of  militia  were  about  to  march  for  the 
defence  of  the  ground  we  had  gained.  Harrison  will 
probably  proceed  to  the  frontier.  The  indians  appear 
faithful  to  tlie  peace  that  we  granted  them. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  British  corps  now 
serving  in  Canada : — 1st,  (or  Royals)  1st  battalion  ; 
8th,  13th,  41st,  49th,  89t.h,  100th,  1 03d,  and  104th 
regiments ; 10th  Royal  Veteran  battalion ; Royal 
Newfoundland,  Canadian  and  Glengary  Fencibles, 
corps  of  Voltigeurs ; Waiteville’s  and  Meurou’s 
regiments  ; 19th  Light  Dragoons  ; detachments  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers  ; Artillery 
drivers  and  corps  of  Royal  Sappers  and  Miners 
with- an  extensive  commissariat  department. 

The  Creeks. — We  are  without  distinct  intelligence 
of  the  state  of  tilings  in  the  Creek  country  ; but  ye 
presume  that  nothing  important  has  latterly  hap- 
pened. 

Wilkinson' s army. — We  have  very  satisfactory  ac- 
counts from  this  part  of  the  national  force.  The  men 
are  comfortably  provided,  and  so  well  fitted  that  if 
the  enemy  shall  attack  them  we  have  no  reason  to 
fear  the  result.  The  general  has  recovered  his 
health  ; he  proceeded  to  Plattsburg  and  reviewed 
the  troops  at  that  post  on  the  11th  instant.  He  lias 
since  been  on  to  Waterford  but  was  to  have  returned 
to  the  lines  about  a week  since.  He  appears  to  be 
popular  with  the  army,  and  to  have  excited  the 
respect  of  the  citizens  on  the  frontier. 

“\Ve  have  it  from  good  authority,  (says  a Bur- 
lington, Yt.  paper)  that  12o  yoke  of  oxen  have  “ gone 
over"  to  the  British  to  assist  in  transporting  tne;r 
military  stores,  Sec  . This  is  very  neighborly. 

Brigadier-general  Hinder,  arrived  in  Baltimore, 
on  Thursday  last,  from  Quebec,  and  proceeded  yes- 
terday for  Washington  city,  lie  is  said  to  be  on 
parole  and  to  return  to  Quebec. 

One  thousand  men,  of  the  North-Carolina  militia, 
have  been  called  for  by  major-general  Pinkney,  to 
march  to  Fort  Stcddert,  to  relieve  the  Georgia  troops. 

The  Burlington  paper  of  the  21st  ins!,  says  that  a 
party  of  dragoons  under  corporal  Bracken,  surprized 
the  enemy’s  picquet  at  Old  town  and  brought  oil’  a 
sergeant-major  and  eight  men.  A British  major 
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,Coodhue,  with  one  private  and  a bugle  horn,  has 
been  taken  at  Champlain.  The  major  says  lie  come 
out  with  a flag  of  truce,  but  lost  it. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  brigadier- general  Floyd,  to 
major-general  Pinkney,  dated 

“Fort  Mitchell,  Jan  2d,  1814. 

“By  the  indians  it  is  reported,  that  the  army  from 
Mobile,  on  the  30th  ult.  destroyed  Chootsaputka, 
an  indian  town  of  sevex  huxdhei)  inhabitants,  situa- 
ted about  thirty  or  thirty-five  miles  below  the  fork 
of  the  Coosau  and  Tallapoosa,  and  that  a heavy 
firing  of  cannon  and  small  arms  has  been  since  heard 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Tustigee,  still  higher  up. 

“They  also  state,  that  the  British  had  arrived  at 
Pensacola,  and  are  holding  out  inducements  to  the 
war  party  of  indians  to  persist  in  their  designs,  by 
abundant  presents  of  goods  and  ammunition ; and 
that  M‘Q.ueen  has  sent  a party  to  procure  the  latter 
article. 

“I  give  this  information  as  I received  it.” 

Plattsbnvg,  January  15. — At  the  time  of  the  last 
alarm,  the  magistracy  and  other  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  addressed  general  Wilkinson  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  property  stored  here,  and  of  their  own 
critical  situation.  The  letter  was  answered  in  a style 
of  politeness  indicating  both  the  gentleman  and  the 
man  of  feeling — several  bodies  of  infantry  and  dra- 
goons were  immediately  ordered  to  march,  and  have 
since  arrived  at  this  place. 

THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER. 

One  good,  at  least,  is  likely  to  result  from  the 
incursion  of  the  barbarians  ; which  is  a union  of 
sentiment  and  of  action  among  the  people  of  the 
Niagara  frontier.  This  wholesome  spirit  has  been 
purchased  dearly ; but  had  it  existed  from  the  be- 
ginning, there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  late  disas- 
trous events  might  not  have  happened.  The  citizens 
have  seen  the  British , and  know  the  magnitude  of 
the  falsehood  that  says  they  are  just  and  magnani- 
mous. They  find  they  must  rally  round  the  standard 
of  their  country,  if  they  would  preserve  their  own 
safety.  Party  politics  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
foreign  enemy,  and  the  savage  will  not  hold  his  to- 
mahawk to  ask,  if  the  victim  be  a republican  or  a 
federalist. 

Among  the  persons  murdered  at  Lewiston  and 
Schlosser,  in  addition  to  those  already  alluded  to, 
were  Miles  Gillet  and  a young  brother,  Mr.  Mack, 
Mr.  Towbridge,  Mr.  Tiffany  and  captain  Rose.  They 
were  stripped,  scalped  and  had  their  hearts  torn  out 
Several  families , men  women  and  children,  were 
taken  into  Canada,  confined  together  as  prisoners. 

Some  straggling  parties  of  the  marauders  in  the 
neighborhood  of  fort  Niagara , have  been  taken  by 
the  militia. 

At  Buffalo  the  enemy  destroyed  every  house  and 
building  except  the  jail,  a blacksmith’s  shop  and 
one  small  house.  They  made  a circuit  round  Buffalo 
of  about  two  miles,  and  desolated  the  country.  The 
schooners  Ariel,  Little  Belt,  and  sloop  Trippe,  lying 
at  Black  Rock,  were  destroyed.'  Our  loss  in  killed  at 
Buffalo,  was  between  30  and  40,  who  were  all  man- 
gled— besides  these,  about  20  of  the  wounded  were 
afterwards  murdered—  the  bodies  of  all  were  horribly 
mangled.  The  force  that  attacked  Buffalo  was 
commanded  by  major-general  Riall,  and  consisted  of 
about  1500  regulars,  500  militia,  and  800  or  1000 
indians.  They  entered  the  place  immediately  on  the 
retreat  of  major-general  Ilall  with  the  militia,  and 
committed  deeds  that  honor  blushes  at. 

Children  have  been  separated  from  their  parents 
and  parents  robbed  of  their  children.  The  white  and 
red  enemy  were  alike  savage  and  barbarous.  The 
following  incident  is  mentioned — and  it  is  believed 
that  many  of  tile  apparent  indians  were  reallv  hell- 


hound Englishmen , who  cloaked  their  horrid  pro- 
pensities in  the  disguise  of  the  savages. — “A  white 
man,  whose  savage  heart  had  induced  him  to  adorn 
his  person  with  an  indian  dress,  was  shot  near  Da- 
niel's inn,  14  miles  from  Batavia,  by  Dr.  Turteloit, 
while  attempting  to  make  his  escape  from  the  guard, 
lie  was  taken  a prisoner  a short  distance  from  Buf- 
falo, and  was  one  among  a party  of  Indians  who  had 
just  plundered  and  set  Hodge’s  brick  house  on  fire 
He  was  known  to  be  a prominent  leader  among  the 
indians,  stimulating  them  to  the  commission  of  the 
most  wanton  and  cruel  barbarities.  There  is  but  one 
wrong  attending  this  transaction,  that  is,  ever 
taking  him  prisoner.” 

The  Canandaigua  paper  says — “We  are  sorry  to 
learn  that  a number  of  Canadian  citizens,  oldtories, 
taken  prisoners  at  Newark  and  sent  into  the  United 
States,  some  time  last  summer,  should  be  permitted 
at  this  important  crisis  to  return  to  the  enemy — but 
such  is  the  fact.  Several  have  passed  through  this 
village  within  a few  days,  on  their  way  to  Buffalo, 
who  will  undoubtedly  be  able  to  give  the  enemy 
very  important  information.” 

It  appears  that  many7  were  killed  in  fort  Niagara 
after  resistance  had  ceased.  The  whole  were  scalped. 

The  enemy  crossed  into  Canada  from  Buffalo  on 
the  1st  inst.  They  yet  hold  Niagara,  and  probably 
will  possess  it  some  time,  for  it  is  a strong  place. 

Liberal  subscriptions  have  been  made  at  Albany 
and  many  other  places  for  the  velief  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  incursion  of  the  barbarians. 

NAVAL. 

The  privateer  True  Blooded  Yankee,  fitted  out  in 
one  of  the  French  ports,  is  still  successfully  employ- 
ed on  the  British  coasts,  making  many  prizes. 

It  appears  that  eight  or  ten  French  frigates  are  at 
sea.  Two  of  them  have  lately  been  captured,  un- 
der the  very  singular  circumstances  mentioned  in 

the  following  article  from  a late  British  paper 

“ Nava l twins. — The  Weser  and  Traver.  Sonne  singu- 
lar coincidences  are  connected  with  these  frigates. 
Their  keels  were  laid  down  on  the  same  day  ; they 
were  launched  the  same  day  ; sailed  the  same  day  ; 
were  dismasted  on  the  same  day;  were  brought  into 
Plymouth  on  the  same  day,  and  had  a similar  num- 
er  of  men  and  weight  of  metal.  Their  crews  were 
entirely  composed  of  young  men  from  the  age  of  1& 
to  22,  most  of  whom  have  volunteered  into  the  British 
service.  They  were  originally  conscripts.” 

(L/Tiiis  is  inserted  among  our  “ events  of  the  war” 
to  shew  British  xatuhaeizatiox. 

TheJunon  and  Tenedos  have  arrived  at  Halifax 
from  Boston  bay — 45  of  the  crew  of  the  former  were 
badly  frozen  : and  5 or  6 of  the  latter  in  irons  for  at- 
tempting an  escape. 

The  Fly,  from  Jamaica  for  London,  captured  by 
the  President  frigate,  has  been  recaptured  by  the 
Melpomene. 

The  freedom  of  the  city  of  Dublin  has  been  grant 
ed  to  captain  Broke,  of  the  Shannon. 

A report  prevailed  in  New- York,  some  days  ago, 
said  to  have  been  founded  upon  the  declaration  of 
certain  prisoners  who  had  been  on  board  the  Orpheus 
frigate — that  that  frigate  in  company  with  a 7'4  had 
chased  the  President — that  Rodgers  waited  for  the 
frigate,  (out  sailing  the  ship  of  the  line)  and  gave 
her  three  broadsides  which  shattered  her  dreadfully 
and  killed  and  wounded  63  men,  among  them  the 
captain — by  ill  is  time  the  7 4 had  got  as  close  as 
Rodgers  thought  necessary,  and  he  went  on  his  cruise. 
The  story  may  be  true,  hut  we  do  not  believe  it. 

A party  of  men  were  landed  from  the  Herald 
sloop  of  war  on  the  22nd  ult.  who  destroyed  the 
; fort  lately  erected  at  the  Bulize,  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 
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Captain  Porter  has  lost  three  of  his  prizes  on  our 
— viz.  the  Policy,  Georgians,  and  Mary-Ann, 

. . -captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  elegant  privateer  ship  Jacob  Jones,  of  600 
tons,  carrying  20  twelve  pounders  and  a picked  crew 
of  127  men,  lately  sailed  from  Boston , for  a cruize 
in  the  Indian  seas. 

The  Erie  flotilla.— It  is  stated  that  about  2000  men 
have  collected  at  Erie  for  the  defence  ot  the  flotilla 
at  that  place.  They  with  capt.  EUiott  and  his  gal- 
lant sailors,  we  fcrus't,  will  be  competent  to  any  exi- 
gency. 

The  Ontario  flotilla. — We  learn  there  are  400  ship 
carpenters  employed  at  Sackett's  Harbor.  It  is 
thought  the  enemy  designs  to  attack  that  place  from 
Kingston.  If  he  does  we  do  not  fear  but  that  he 
will  be  beaten. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  Claxton  to  his  father 
in  Washington  city,  dated 
Macedonian,  J\mew- London,  Jan.  19,  1814. 

Dear  father — For  the  two  last  days  we  have  been 
all  anxiety,  an  American  captain  returned  on  parole 
from  the  Ramilies,  74,  a few  days  since,  and  commu- 
nicated to  commodore  Decatur,  a consultation  he 
had  with  captain  Hardy,  in  which  the  latter  said 

that  now  that  two  frigates  were  off,  of  equal  force 
to  the  United  States  and  Macedonian,  that  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  a meeting  taking  place,  but  that 
he  could  not  allow  the  challenge  to  come  from  the 
English  commanders.”  The  hint  was  embraced  in 
a moment,  and  captain  Riddle  dispatched  with  a 
challenge  from  our  commanders.  In  the  mean  time 
every  preparation  was  made,  on  our  side,  for  an  im- 
mediate engagement,  which  we  all  supposed  no  ob- 
jection couid  be  made  to,  the  crew  sof  both  ships 
were  called  together,  and  addresssed  by  their 
n nnmanders,  u ho  m ule  known  to  them  the  substance 
■o;'  die  busin  ss  then  on  foot,  they  were  answered  by 
three  hearty  cheers.  Captain  Jones  concluded  his 
short  but  pertinent  address  in  the  following  words, 
spoken  with  great  modesty,  “ my  lads,  our  cruize 
will  be  short,  and  I trust  a very  profitable  one.”  Cap- 
tain Biddle  went  on  board  the  74,  a signal  was  im- 
mediately made  for  the  two  commanders  of  the  En- 
glish frigates,  and  they  went  on  board.  Captain  Har- 
dly addressed  them,  “gentlemen  here  are  two  letters 
for  you,  it  rests  altogether  with  you  to  decide  on  the 
matter,”  Stackpole  of  the  Statira,  answered  with 
the  greatest  affectation  “pon  honor,  sir,  it  is  the 
most  acceptable  letter  I ever  received.”  The  final 
answer  was  to  be  given  yesterday.  Captain  Biddle 
returned  and  related  the  circumstances  as  I have 
mentioned.  For  myself  I thought  from  the  manner 
of  Stackpole  that  lie  would  be  the  first  to  flinch,  1 
am  not  able  to  say  that  he  did,  it  is  enough,  that  the 
captain  of  the  Borer  (sloop  of  war)came  in  yesterday 
and  made  known  that  they  had  declined  meeting  us. 
This  circumstance  has  made  a vast  deal  of  conver- 
sation much  to  the  credit  of  our  commanders — it 
will  probably  be  distorted  into  a hundred  different 
shapes  before  it  is  done  with,  1 have  therefore  given 
you  a correct  though  brief  account  of  it.  The  En- 
tlvmion,  mounts  tne  same  weight  of  metal  with  the 
United  States  and  three  or  four  guns  more,  and  the 
•Statira  is  superior  to  us  by  one  or  two  guns.  The 
disappointment  is  very  great  with  us,  for  every  soul 
calculated  oh  taking  her  with  ease.  You  see  we  must 
trust  altogether  to  our  heels. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  CLAXTON. 

BLOCKADE  OF  TilF.  CHESAPEAKE. 

It  is  positively  staled  that  the  enemy  in  the  bay 
have  direct  and  immediate  intelligence  of  every 
thing  that  passes  at  A'mfolk,  &.c.  It  is  supposed 
they  obtain  their  information  by  means  of  certain 
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active  negroes  they  retain  for  the  purpose.  They 
also  appear  to  be  employed  in  building  boats  ; keep- 
ing several  negro  sawyers  constantly  at  work.  The 
enemy  is  reported  to  have  made  a great  distinction 
between  their  prisoners — for  it  is  said  that  while  the 
masters  of  northern  vessels  were  suffered  to  mess 
with  the  officers,  those  from  the  south  were  kept 
forward  among  the  men. 


American  Prizes. 

WEEKLY  LIST CONTINUED  FTlOrU  T\tfT.  336. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads!” 

British  Naval  Register. 

741.  Brig , from  St.  Lucia,  sent  into  Eli- 

zabeth city,  (N.  C.)  laden  with  140  bhds.  and  200 
barrels  of  sugar,  by  the  Caroline  of  Baltimore. 

742.  Sloop  Resolution,  from  Jersey  for  Lisbon  with 
linen  and  paper — captured  by  the  letter  of  marque 
schooner  General  Armstrong,  on  her  passage  from 
France,  dispossessed  of  her  cargo  and  give  n up  to 
the  prisoners. 

743.  Brig  Phoebe,  from  Forney  for  Madeira,  laden 
with  batter  and  potatoes,  captured  by  the  same  and 
scuttled.  The  General  Armstrong  has  arrived  at 
New  York. 

744.  Brig  Commerce,  from  Martinico  for  Halifax, 
laden  with  rum  and  molasses,  a prize  to  the  letter  of 
marque  brig  Flirt  of  New  York,  dismasted  and  other- 
wise severely  damaged,  as  induced  the  prize  crew 
to  abandon  her.  She  was  burnt. 

745.  Schooner  Fanny,  from  Trinidad,  laden  with 
sugar,  carried  into  Charleston  S.  C.  by  the  Revenge 
of  Baltimore. 

746.  Brig  Victoria,  laden  with  250  hhds.  Jamai- 
ca rum,  40  hhds.  sugar,  and  a quantity  of  coffee, 
sent  into  Savannah,  by  the  Rapid,  of  Charleston. 

747.  Tryal,  200  tons,  burnt  by  the  Grand  Turk. 

748.  Brig , from  Lisbon,  captured  by  ditto 

and  ransomed  for  $8000. 

749.  Brig , from  Halifax  for  England,  laden 

with  lumber,  captured  by  ditto  and  burnt. 

(fj'  The  Grand  Turk  lias  arrived  at  Salem.  Besides 
the  above  vessels,  she  captured  and  manned  2 valu- 
able ships,  1 brig  and  1 schooner.  One  of  the  ships 
is  estimated  to  be  worth  $150,000.  \Ve  wait  their  ar- 
rival. The  G.  T.  cruized  about  20  days  in  the 
mouth  of  the  English  channel.  She  had  no  fighting, 
nor  was  she  chased  by  a vessel  of  war. 

750.  Schooner  , laden  with  sugar,  coffee, 

&c.  sent  into  Sunbury,  by  the  Patapsco,  letter  of 
marque,  of  Baltimore. 

751.  Pink  Stern  boat,  said  to  belong  to  Herrings 
gut,  with  $20,0000  worth  of  English  goods,  captur- 
ed off  George’s  river,  by  a row-boat  privateer.  We 
fear  this  is  smuggling. 

752.  British  packet  Lapwing,  10  guns  and  40  men, 
captured  by  the  Fox  of  Baltimore,  of  7 guns  and  70 
men  after  a desperate  resistance,  by  boarding,  in 
which  14  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  6 or  8 wound- 
ed. On  board  the  privateer  one  man  killed  and  three 
slightly  wounded.  The  Packet  has  since  been  re- 
captured, but  she  had  been  diverted  of  her  valuable 
articles. 

753.  754,  755,  756,  757,  758,  759,  760,  761, 
762.  Ten  enemy  vessels,  captured  by  the  Caroline, 
of  Baltimore,  (in  addition  to  several  whose  safe  ar- 
rival we  havp  noticed)  divested  of  their  valuable 
articles,  and  burnt,  sunk,  &c.  The  Caroline  has 
arrived  at  Charleston,  S C.  with  a large  amount  of 
dry  goods.  See.  on  board.  She  caught,  also,  two 
traitor  vessels.  'File  following  is  an  extract  from 
her  log-book. — “Nov.  20,  fell  in  with  the  American 
sloop  Qsiris,  Driggs,  from  Martinique  bound  to  Si* 
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Brrtholomews,  with  a cargo  of  molasses.  Captain 
Uriggs  taking  the  Caroline  for  a British  cruizer, 
showed  his  British  license  to  captain  Almeda,  at  the 
same  time  informed  him  that  he  had  supplied  com. 
Oliver,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Valiant,  oft  New-Lon- 
don,  with  a quantity  of  potatoes  arid  apples,  for 
which  he  was  paid,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  if  he 
fell  in  with  an  American  privateer  he  should  be 
hung.  Put  .Air.  Camming  and  prize  crew  on  board 
the  Osiris,  and  ordered  her  for  the  first  American 
}>ort.” 

The  fate  of  two  or  three  more  of  the  Caroline’s 
prizes  is  yet  to  be  learned,  being  manned  and  or- 
dered into  port. 

763.  Sloop  Osiris,  (alluded  to  above)  now  called  a 
Swede,  having  a British  licence,  prize  to  the  Caro- 
line, laden  with  molasses,  arrived  at  Wilmington, 
N.  C. 


Home  market. — An  intelligent  writer,  speaking 
the  ‘‘unbounded  expansion  of  our  commerce”  in 
1 805 — says  “hence  if  we  are  prematurely  urged  to 
rival  Europe  in  their  own  trades,  it  trill  be  the  natu- 
ral result  of  transatlantic  policy.”  What  was  ma  - 
ter of  opinion  has  become  fact. 

There  are  now  running  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Providence , R.  I.  no  less  than  120,000  spindles  ; 
these  spindles  make  110,000  lbs.  of  yarn  each  week, 
and  consume  about  6,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton  per  ann. 
The  value  of  the  cloth  made  from  this  yarn  is  esti- 
mated at  $8,140,000  a year  ! 

The  greatest  crop  of  cotton  yet  raised  in  the  U. 
States,  ldo  not  believe,  has  exceeded  50  millions  of 
pounds,  in  a year.  Here  is  a little  spot — a speck  of 
the  United  States,  that  requires  at  least  one  tenth  of 
tfie  mighty  product  ; and  mills  for  spinning  cotton 
are  to  be  found  in  every  part  of  the  union — many  in 
Ohio,  where  less  than  10  years  ago  the  Indian  hunt- 
ed the  deer.  From  this  great  attention  to  manufac- 
tures, it  is  very  possible  increased  supplies  of  the  raw 


(if  the  world  shall  be  at  peace)  undersell  Great  Bri- 
tain in  most  manufactures  of  cotton,  in  the  time 
above  staled.  H e are  not  afraid  of  labor-saving  mu 
chines  ,■  for  they  will  not  produce  insurrections, 
starving  whole  societies  ; we  have  no  import  or  ex- 
port duties  to  pay,  and  many  other  advantages  which 
the  spirit  and  wants  of  her  government  cannot  easily 

dispense  to  her  manufactures. Let  us  rejoice 

in  these  happy  prospects,  and  exulunglv  point  to 
the  market  at  home  for  our  surplus  commodities. 

High  treason. — The  persons  committed  to  Bos- 
ton jail,  charged  with  supplying  the  enemy  with 
cattle  at  Provincelown,  were  examined  before  judge 
Story.  Their  names  are  John  and  Ebenezer  Hussey , 
who  plead  not  guilty.  It  would  be  incorrect  to  pass 
judgment  on  these  men  until  the  affair  is  more  fully 
investigated  ; but  the  facts  deposed  against  them  are 
pointed.  One  person,  who  was  a prisoner  on  board 
tiie  Majestic,  declared  he  heard  the  officer  direct 
the  men  to  take  the  boats,  as  there  were  cattle  com- 
ing down  for  them ; it  was  proved  that  they  had 
driven  the  cattle  to  the  beach,  in  view  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  one  of  them  had  a private  conversation  with 
the  lieut.  of  the  Majestic,  when  he  landed  from  that 
ship.  The  judge  refused  to  admit  them  to  bail. 

Direct  tax. — The  senate  of  Maryland  originated 
and  passed  unanimously,  a resolve  to  assume  the 
payment  of  the  state’s  quota  of  the  direct  tax  ; but 


Law  Intelligence. 

From  the  Netr-York  Advocate. 

At  the  present  term  of  the  U.  S.  district  court, 
held  by  the  honorable  William  P.  Van  Ness,  lias 
been  decided  a very  important  point  of  prize  law. — 
The  property  in  question  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, a naturalized  citizen  of  the  U.  S.  and  had 
been  shipped  on  board  the  Mary  and  Susan,  an  Ame- 
ican  vessel,  to  be- imported  into  this  country.  The 


material  must  be  raised.  It  is  the  most  profitable  I claimant,  after  his  naturalization,  returned  to  his 
crop  that  the  planter  can  raise,  and  the  manufacturer  I native  countrv,  Great  Britain,  ami  continued  to  re 
in  the  United  States  can  afford  to  pay  him  more  for  it  I side  and  do  business  thereuntil  some  time  after  the 
than  the  European  market  has  allowed.  The  idle  I breaking  out  of  hostilities,  when  he  came  to  the 
talk  about  the  “dearness  of  labor  in  America,”  is  United  States,  and  now  lives  in  this  city.  His  claim 
declining ; and  the  enemies  of  manufactures  \slio  j was  rejected,  and  the  property  was  condewmed,upon 
yet  use  this  favorite  phrase  of  my  lord  Sheffield,  do  the  ground  of  his  commercial  residence  or  domicil 
not  recollect  how  great  a portion  of  the  labor  of  being  in  the  enemy’s  country  at  the  time  war  was 


spinning  and  weaving  is  done  by  machinery;  and 
have  to  be  told  that  a spindle  in  America , will  do  as 
much  work  as  a spindle  in  England  ! — It  is  a truth, 
that  the  cost  of  transporting  the  cotton  to  Europe 
and  bringing  it  back  manufactured,  calculated  for 
the  time,  when  .our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
was  the  least  interrupted,  (i.  e.  in  1804  or  5)— sayj 
for  freight,  insurance,  duties  and  other  charges,} 
amounted  to  more  money  than  the  whole  price  paid 


declared,  and  his  intention  to  return  and  fix  his  fu- 
ture, permanent  residence  in  the  United  States,  was 
not  announced  with  sufficient  certainty,  nor  carried 
into  effect  in  such  a manner,  as  to  render  his  natu- 
ralization available  to  avert  the  condemnation. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Bonaparte,  at  Paris,  appears  to  be  making  mighty 
for  the  labor  bestowed  on  goods  manufactured  in  the  efforts  to  regain  the  high  stand  lie  lately  had.  The 
United  State's.  We  therefore  cannot  fear  that  bur  French  people  seem  to  bear  the  reverse  of  his  for- 
m an ut ac tones  of  cotton,  wool,  8cc.  will  be  affected,  tunes  with  magnanimity  and  firmness.  He  has  had 

the  address  to  persuade  them  that  he  was  really 
victorious,  but  compelled  to  retire  with  loss, 
through  the  defection  of  his  allies.  It  is  represented 
that  though  the  Saxojis,  as  a body,  deserted,  the 
king  remained  faithful  to  his  engagements  ; and  is 
now  a prisoner,  dragged  about  by  the  Saxon  gene- 
rals, “the-  authors  -of  the  infamous  treason.”  Power- 
ful reinforcements  are  moving  towards  Mentz.  It  is 
not  believed  the  allies  will  attempt  to  cross  the 
one  year.  What  a mighty  business  ! — But,  in  from  3 j Rhine.  We  have  a report  from  Bordeaux,  that  a 
to  5 years,  we  shall  manufacture  as  great  a quantity,  congress  was  to  be  held  at  Munheim  to  treat  of  a 
fiie  aggregate  value,  at  the  wholesale  prices,  may  general  peace.  Some  of  the  representatives  have  been 
be  roughly  estimated  at  about  HO  millions  of  dol-  named. 

lars  per  ami.  What  a blessed  “mom  e influence”  Lord  Wellington  is  near  Bayonne  and  it  is  said  h.aS' 
w ill  this  enormous  sum  create.?  We  am  and  wui.  commenced  the  bombardment  of  that  place. 


m 

though  peace  should  take  place  to-morrow,  j ue 
present  great  profits  may  be  reduced  ; but  there  is 
room  enough  lor  them  to  fall ; while  they  yet  may 
be  as  lucrative  as  any  man  should  desire"  At  this 
time,  a cotton  mill  is  more  valuable  than  a gold 
mine. 

The  greatest  import  of  cotton  into  'England  was, 
I believe,  in  1806-7— -when,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  about  85  millions  of  ibs.  were  received,  in 
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The  Supplement. 

The  prospectus,  with  the  receipts  for  those  who 
desire  the  proposed  supplement  to  the  present  vol. 
of  the  Register,  will  liave  been  forwarded  to  all  the 
editor’s  agents  by  the  last  of  next  week.  See  the 
terms  of  it,  in  the  paper  of  January  8,  pa  ere  305.  It 
is  to  contain  twelve  sheets , price  one  dollar  ; to  be 
paid  for  on  engaging  the  copy  and  no  more  to  be 
printed  than  are  engaged,  bv  the  middle  of  March 
next.  This  rule  will  lie  absolute  ; and  gentlemen  re- 
siding in  places  where  there  is  no  agent  (if  they 
desire  to  have  it)  will  please  to  adopt  some  means, 
to  make  known  their  wishes  to  the  editor,  before  the 
time  stated.  There  are  some  powerful  reasons  for 
adopting  this  procedure,  which  will  be  explained 
hereafter. 

The  matter  of  the  supplement  will  be  exceedingly 
valuable,  and  the  editor  most  earnestly  recommends 
tii at  every  friend  of  the  Register  should  have  it.  Its 
contents  will  be  miscellaneous;  rich  in  co-tempo- 
rary biography,  and  many  other  departments,  with 
soma  distinguished  speeches  in  congress,  &c.  Any 
•one  notapproving  it,  when  received,  may  return  it  to 
the  editor’s  agent,  and  have  their  money  refunded,  if 
applied  for  within  a week  after  it  shall  come  to  hand. 

(£j* Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  post  paid. 


Legislature  of  New- York. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate , 

• and  o f the  Assembly , 

It  would  have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  have 
had  it  in  my  power  to  congratulate  you  on  this  occa- 
sion, upon  the  return  and  the  advantages  and  blessings 
of  peace.The  government  of  the  U.  States,  both  before 
and  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain,  has  uniformly  evinced  a disposition  to 
adjust,  upon  liberal  and  reciprocal  terms,  the  existing 
differences  between  the  two  nations. — The  appoint- 
ment of  envoys  plenipotentiary,  who  repaired  to  Eu- 
rope so  early  as  May  last,  upon  the  proffered  medi- 
ation of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  furnishes  an  incon- 
testible  proof  of  that  disposition.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  a spirit  equally  conciliatory,  has  influenced 
the  councils  of  the  enemy.  The  good  offices  of  the 
emperor  have  been  declined,  and  a proposition  has 
been  submitted  to  our  government,  by  the  prince  re- 
gent, for  transfering  the  theatre  of  negotiation  to 
London  or  Gottenburgh.  The  president  has  given 
further  evidence  of  his  desire  to  terminate  tiie  ca- 
lamities of  war,  by  acceding  to  that  overture  also. — 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  contemplated  negotiation 
may  result  in  the  conclusion  of  an  honourable  and 
lasting  peace.  But,  when  we  consider  that  pacific 
conferences  are  greatly  procrastinated  by  the  propo- 
sed change  of  the  place  of  treating  ; when  we  re- 
flect upon  the  nbn-acCeptance,  by  the  prince  regent, 
of  the  mediation  of  his  illustrious  friend  and  ally, 
upon  the  former  inadmisable  pretensions  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  upon  the  terms  of  lord  Castle- 
reagli’s  recent  communication  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  oUr  hope  of  a favorable  issue  ought  hot  to  be 
sanguine.  If  the  late  proposition  has  proceeded  from 
a willingness  to  restore  amity,  upon  principles  which' 
VOW.Y.  * 


may  be  mutual  and  consistent  with  the  established 
| maxims  of  public  law,  the  impending  conferences 
j will,  very  probably,  eventuate  propitiously.  But 
we  ought  not  to  permit  the  hope  of  that  result  to  lull 
us  into  a fatal  security ; for  it  may  be  that  we  must 
ultimately  depend  upon  an  unanimous,  vigorous  and 
successful  prosecution  of  the  unavoidable  contest 
in  which  we  are  involved,  for  the  establishment  and 
security  of  our  justrights. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  after  so  long  a period  of 
peace,  that  upon  the  first  declaration  of  a war  by 
the  United  States,  a well  organized  and  efficient 
army  could  be  immediately  brought  into  the  field. — 
There,  was  little  of  the  experience  of  the  revolution 
[remaining  in  the  country  ; and  to  develope  military 
talents  and  national  resources,  and  to  give  them  the 
most  wise  and  beneficial  direction,  is  the  work  of 
time.  In  tracing  the  progress  of  our  arms  in  the 
late  campaign,  however,  there  is  as  much  cause  of 
pride  and  congratulation  as  it  was  reasonable  to  hope 
for. 

The  navy  has  maintained,  if  not  brightened  the 
lustre  of  its  antecedent  character.  Arduous  battled 
and  brilliant  victories,  surpassed  by  none  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  history*  arid  which  have  given  splen- 
dor to  the  American  name,  have  been  fought  and 
won  by  it.  The  capture  of  York,  the  taking  of  fort 
George,  the  conquest  of  Proctor’s  army,  the  subju- 
gation of  the  western  Indians,  the  successive  victo- 
ries over  the  Creeks,  the  defence  of  Sandusky,  of 
Sackett’s  Harbor  and  of  other  places.  Were  honour- 
able to  our  arms,  and  have  exhibited  traits  of  con- 
duct and  intrepidity  in  the  army  that  justify  high 
expectations.  These  gratifying  events,  it  is  true, 
have  been  followed  by  some  disappointments  and  dis- 
asters. Public  expectation  was  highly  excited  by 
the  last  movement  of  the  main  army,  and  was  great- 
ly disappointed  at  the  failure  of  the  supposed  object 
of  that  movement. 

The  recent  invasion  by  the  enemy  of  the  westcrh 
frontier  of  this  state*  and  the  extraordinary  surren- 
der to  him  of  the  garrison  and  fort  of  Niagara,  the 
burning  of  flourishing  villages  and  settlements,  the) 
pillage  of  private  property,  and  the  massacre  of 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  that  frontier, by  a savage  foe; 
are  melancholy  occurrences,  calculated  to  excite  the 
liveliest  sympathy  for  the  sufferers*  and  to  rouse  the 
indignation  of  every  friend  of  humanity  and  of  hiS 
country.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  during  {fiat  in- 
vasiori,  was  marked  by  a disregard  of  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare,  arid  by  a malignant  ferocity.  Ma  j 
nyof  ouf  fellow-citizens  who  were  at  peace*  with, 
their  families,  were  murdered  and  scalped.  The 
bodies  of  many  of  those  Who  were  wotmded  or  taken 
prisoners  in  the  engagement  at  Black  Rock,  have 
been  found  mangled  in  the  most  shocking  manner1* 
by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife. 

The  distresses  of  the  families  Who  have  thus  be* 
come  the  victims  of  a cruel  and  unprecedented  war* 
fare,  Call  for  the  immediate  and  liberal  interpositirp** 
of  the  legislature.  The  character  and  dignity  of  me; 
state,  as  well  as  justice  to  our  exposed  and  suffering? 
felloW  citizens,  demand  the  exertion  of  its  UtriloeV 
power  and  resources,  to  furnish  the  attrocities  of  thri 
enemy,  an^l  to  render  that  frontier  secures  iff  f&f&f# 
from  his  incursions  and  crueHri**. 

y 
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The  measures  which  were  taken  upon  that  emer- 
gency, with  the  requisitions,  correspondence,  orders 
and  reports  relating  thereto,  wdi  to  : ccialiy  com- 
municated without  delay. 

You  will  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  remark  in  this 
place,  that  the  want  of  some  legal  provision,  where- 
by the  burden  of  defence  may  be  more  equitably 
diffused,  and  the  less  wealthy  part  of  the  commu- 
nity relieved  from  the  disproport  ionate  share  of  ac- 
tual service  to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the  ex- 
isting laws,  the  want  of  legal  power  for  enforcing 
summarily  obedience  to  the  authority  delegated  to 
the  officers  by  the  militia  law,  and  to  supply  food, 
quarters  and  transportation  for  troops  called  out  un- 
der state  authority,  render  it  impossible  for  the  mili- 
tia generals  to  repel  invasions,  immediately  and  ef- 
fectually. 

I must  likewise  be  indulged  in  again  soliciting  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  propriety  of  rais- 
ing corps  of  volunteers,  of  giving  them  suitable  re- 
muneration for  their  clothing,  and  an  increase  of 
pay.  These  corps  might  take  the  field  upon  an)' 
emergency,  without  the  tedious  process  of  detach- 
ing, assembling  and  organizing  men  from  remote 
districts,  and  would  perform  any  actual  service 
Which  might  legally  be  required,  more  usefully  than 
detached  militia. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  passed  in  .Tune  last,  a di- 
rect tax  was  laid  upon  the  United  States  ; and  in  the 
apportionment,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand,  one  Hundred  and  forty»one  dollars  and 
%ixty-Uvo  cents,  has  been  imposed  upon  the  state  of 
New  York.  The  same  law  distributes  the  quota  of 
each  state  to  the  several  counties  thereof,  but  au- 
thorises the  state  legislatures  previously  to  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  to  vary  the  apportionment,  arid 
entitles  each  state  to  a deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
upon  paying  its  quota  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  "before  the  10th  day  of  February  next,  and 
of  ten  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May 
next.  The  limitation  of  time,  to  have  the  benefit  of 
deduction  of  fifteen  percent,  is  extended  by  a late 
supplementary  law,  to  the  20th  day  of  February. — 
The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  our  citizens, 
and  of  course  to  the  state,  by  the  payment  of  this 
quota  directly  into  the  treasury,  are  too  obvious  to 
be  enumerated.  The  saving  to  the  citizens  of  the 
state,  of  about  65,000  dollars,  and  to  the  nation  of 
the  expense  of  assessment  and  collection,  will  amount 
to  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
The  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  amount  of 
wealth  of  the  respective  counties  of  this  state,  vary 
essentially  from  year  to  year  ; so  that  it  is  scarcely 
possible  at  any  one  time  to  make  a perfectly  equita- 
ble distribution  of  a tax  amongst  them.  A consider- 
able part  of  our  unsettled  lands  are  owned  by  non- 
residents . The  inconveniences  and  sacrifices  "of  the 
inhabitants  of  some  counties,  arising  from  their  ex- 
posure to  the  enemy,  and  from  the  frequent  calls 
which  have  unavoidably  been  made  upon  them,  to 
perform  actual  militia  duty,  have  been  such,  that  it’ 
would  at  this  particular  juncture,  be  unreasonable 
and  severe,  to  levy  upon  them  any  part  of  the  direct 
tax.  The  state  can  advance  the  present  tax  without 
any  material  embarrassment  of  its  treasury,  or  call 
upon  its  citizens. 

In  the  year  1808,  a loan  at  seven  per  cent,  was 
made  by  the  state  to  its  citizens  for  their  accommo- 
dation and  relief  under  the  then  restrictive  laws.— 
The  privilege  of  borrowing  from  divers  banks  at  five 
and  six  per  cent,  interest  is  reserved  to  the  state  in 
the  acts  giving  or  extending  their  several  charters’ 
It  is  therefore  in  our  power  to'  borrow  at  a moderate 
interest  the  amount  of  the  direct,  tax  before  men- 
tioned, to  advance  it  for  the  benefit  and  accommo- 


dation of  our  citizens,  and  to  appropriate  and  pledge 
for  its  repayment  the  securities  taken  for  former 
loans  by  the  state.  The  importance  of  this  subject 
to  our  constituents  and  to  the  interests  of  this  state, 
and  of  the  nation,  will,  I trust,  recommend  it  to 
your  early  and  serious  attention. 

Soon  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  legislature 
two  persons  were  convicted  in  this  city  of  the  crime 
of  murder  : the  one  as  principal  in  the  first  degree, 
and  the  other  as  being  present,  aiding  and  assisting 
in  the  commission  of  the  crime.  1 judged  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  suspend  the  execution  of  one  of  them . 
The  report  and  documents  upon  which  the  respite 
was  founded  are  now  presented  to  you. 

Gentlemen — The  progress  and  success  of  domes- 
tic manufactures  and  improvements  of  every  kind — 
the  high  price  obtained  by  the  husbandman  for  the 
products  of  his  labor,  and  the  general  health,  pros- 
perity and  tranquility  (except  in  the  lamented  in- 
stances already  noticed)  which  has  prevailed  within 
our  state  during  the  last  year,  call  upon  us  to  render 
fervent  gratitude  to  that  indulgent  Providence  v ho 
has  mingled  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  and  benefits 
of  peace  with  the  afflictions  of  wav.  Let  us  there- 
fore implore  him  to  continue  his  benedictions  upon 
our  beloved  country,  and  to  grant  us  unanimity,  pa- 
triotism and  wisdom  to  pursue,  at  this  important 
session,  the  most  essential  interests  of  this  state  and 
of  the  union.  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Albany , January  25,  1814. 


Legislature  of  Delaware. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives, 

Called  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  state,  at 
this  time  of  public  difficulty,  by  the  voice  of  my 
country,  I feel  the  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  and 
am  sensible  of  the  gratitude  due  to  my  fellow-citi- 
zens.— In  addition  to  their  favor  and  partiality,  I 
have  to  ask  of  them  and  of  you,  gentlemen,  a liber- 
al indulgence  for  such  mistakes  either  from  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  or  from 
a misapprehension  of  the  public  welfare. 

In  relation  to  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  whatever  dangers  or  distress- 
es may  befal  us — whatever  embarrassments  may  en- 
sue from  the  novel  and  critical  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, it  should  be  remembered  that  such  dangers  and 
embarrassments  will  not  always  be  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  administration,  nor  within,  the  means  of 
the  state  to  prevent.  Limited  in  regard  to  our  re- 
sources, we  must  look  for  protection,  support,  and 
relief  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  On 
congress  is  imposed  the  duty,  and  to  them  is  given 
the  authority  of  providing  for  the  common  defence  ; 
and  it  is  both  hoped  and  expected  that  the  United 
States  will  be  prepared  to  meet  any  invasion  or  hos- 
tile attempts  which  may  be  made  on  our  shores  the 
ensuing-  season.  At  the  same  time  my  earnest  exer  - 
tions shall  not  be  wanting  to  employ  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
laws,  the  power  and  energy  of  the  state  in  repelling 
the  enemy  and  in  the  protection  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  most  fatal  calamities  attendant  on  republics 
spring  from  party  struggles  and  from  partialities  to 
foreign  nations,  produced  without  a cause,  and  rest- 
ing on  no  solid  foundation.  It  is  a political  truth, 
universal,  and,  I believe,  without  exception,  that 
nations  never  love  each  other,  and  that  they  are  just, 
m proportion  to  the  advantages  they  derive  from 
justice,  if  we  consult  the  history  of  the  enlighten- 
ed republics  of  Greece,  or  the  more  powerf  ul  repub- 
lic of  Rome,  we  shall  find  innumerable  instances  of 
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their  perfidy  under  the  guise  of  love  and  friendship, 
and  perhaps  not  a single  case  of  disinterested  gene- 
rosity. The  former,  indeed,  submitted  to  the  in- 
trigues and  unbounded  professions  of  the  cunning 
and  ambitious  Philip  of  Macedon-s-the  latter  suc- 
ceeded as  much  by  her  arts  as  her  arms  in  forging 
chains  for  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  in  obtaining 
universal  dominion. 

In  modern  times  our  own  knowledge  affords  a sad 
•onfirmation  of  the  truth  of  ancient  history.  The 
examples,  which  Europe  and  the  east  furnish  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  weaker  governments,  and  the 
subjugation  of  the  strong  by  their  more  potent  allies 
and  pretended  friends,  should  never  be  forgotten.-— 
If  it  should  be  our  happiness  to  profit  by  the  expe- 
rience of  others,  and  to  learn  wisdom  by  their  mis- 
fortunes, we  shall  shun  an  alliance  with  any  Eu- 
ropean power.  On  this  interesting  topic  the  advice 
of  the  great  Washington  should  ever  be  had  in  re- 
membrance, and  it  should  dwell  on  our  minds,  that 
the  patriots  of  our  revolution  who  declared  our 
right  to  assume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the 
separate  and  equal  station,  to  which  the  laws  of  na- 
ture entitled  us,  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes* 
and  their  honor  to  hold  the  rest  of  mankind  enemies 
in  war,  in  peace  friends.  If  we  exceed  these  bounds, 
if  we  unite  our  destiny  with  any  other  nation,  if 
peace  or  war  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  ambition, 
conveni  ence,  or  advantage  of  any  other  state,  king- 
dom or  empire  ; then  indeed  shall  we  cast  our  hap- 
piness and  self-government  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  cannot  and  will  not  feel  for  us  in  adversity,  nor 
rejoice  with  us  in  prosperity. 

In  respect  to  our  internal  affairs,  at  this  period  of 
your  session,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  I thus 
new  in  office,  should  be  prepared  to  propose  many 
measures  for  the  good  of  the  state.  But  consider- 
ing how  essential  to  our  internal  improvements  ca- 
nals, drains,  roads,  and  bridges  are,  I submit  to  the 
legislature  the  propriety  of  passing  such  general  or 
.special  laws  as  will  promote  and  encourage  those 
objects.  And  as  the  safety  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  defence  of  our  maritime  houndary  are  of  the 
highest  importance,  adequate  and  suitable  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our 
affairs. 

The  expenses  which  we  incurred  in  our  military 
operations,  the  last  spring  and  summer,  and  all 
other  similar  expenses  which  may  arise  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  ought  to  be  sustained  exclusively  by  the 
federal  government : I therefore  recommend  to  you, 
gentlemen,  for  the  keeping  regular  accounts  of  all 
future  disbursements,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
those  already  made  or  received  by  the  commis- 
sioners heretofore  appointed.  I feel  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  suggest  to  you,  that  application  should  be 
made  to  congress,  or  to  the  president  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  last  summer’s  expenditures,  and  for 
such  as  may  in  future  accrue.  It  is  unreasonable, 
that  a section  of  the  union  exposed  as  we  are,  should 
be  burdened  exclusively,  with  repelling  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  We  have  heretofore  borne  our  full 
proportion  of  the  charges  of  the  general  govern- 
ment; and  no  one  who  knows  the  disposition  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  their  attachment  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  their  patriotic  affection  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  will  hesitate  in  be- 
lieving, that  they  will  acquiesce  in  contributing 
their  share  of  all  necessary  taxes,  imposts  and 
excises,  imposed  by  congress,  both  in  war  and  in 
peace. 

Should  any  matters  occur,  proper  for  me  to  lay- 
before  yoiij  during  the  remainder  of  your  session, 
they  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  a future  commu- 
'ucation.  In  the  mean  time,  I have  no  doubt,  geji- 
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tlemeri,  your  label's  will  be  directed  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  liberty,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
security  and  happiness  of  our  fellow-citizens  ; and 
in  all  your  endeavors  for  the  public  good*  I can 
assure  you  cf  my  sincere  and  zealous  co-operation > 
on  all  occasions  requiring  executive  services. 

And  while  with  gratitude,  we  acknowledge  the 
mahyr  civil  and  religious  blessings  we  have  enjoyed 
during  a peace  of  thirty  years — let  us  implore  the 
favor  of  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe,  to 
direct  and  assist  us,  in  time  of  difficulty  and  war* 
and  to  enable  us  to  procure  a speedy,  honorable 
and  permanent  peace. 

DANIEL  RODNEY. 

Dover,  January  18,  1814. 


Finances  of  Mary] and. 

AN  ESTIMATE  of  the  debts  due  to  the  state  of  Maryland , from  iti 
citizens , e re.  with  interest  thereon  to  the  1st  of  November,  1813. 
ON  BONDS  INSTALLED, 

On  account  of  confiscated  pro- 

pert)-,  12,05?  -I  t , 1 

On  account  of  open  accounts,  556  28 

On  account  of  money  lent,  15,334  03 

On  account  of  the  emissions, 

1769  and  1773,  1,176  04 

On  account  of  vacant  land  in 

Allegany  county,  2,105  02 

! On  account  of  Indian  lands,  10,671  39 

On  account  of  taxes,  7,216  99 

49,112  21 

Deduct  the  following  debit 
deemed  invalid. 

For  confiscated  property,  6,177  30 

J'or  open  accounts  556  28 

For  money  lent,  9.4C9  60 

For  taxes,  3,130  06 

For  vacant  land  in  Allegany 
county,  219  39 

- — 19,493  13  .. 

— ™ 29,619  Off 

On  bonds  not  installed. 

On  account  of  confiscated  pro- 
perty-, 69.241- 16 

On  account  of  specifics  sold,  1,228  36 
On  account  of  emissions  of  1 769 
and  1773,  4,241  56 

On  account  of  taxes,  126,339  67 

On  account  of  balances  due 
from  the'sheriffs  and  clerks,  53,286  94 

254*337  69 

Deduct  the  follotbirtg  debts 
deemed  invalid. 

For  Confiscated  property,  62,327  94 

For  specifics  sold,  1,228  36 

For  the  emissions  of  1769  and 
1773,  4,241  56 

For  balances  due  from  the  she- 
riffs and  clerks,  33,569  38 

For  balances  due  from  the  col- 
lectors of  the  taxes,  126,339  67 

— 227,706  91 

26,630  78 

56,249  86 

Due  from  the  supervisors  of  the 
public  road,  and  the  poor 

house  in  Baltimore  county,  18,478  74 

The  following  statement  shews 
at  one  view  the  actual  exists 
ing  funds , the  receipts  and 
expenditures , the  contingent 
or  annual  revenue , and  the 
appropriations  on  it,  includ- 
ing the  permanent  expenses 
for  the  ensuing  year  : 

The  state’s  capital. 

Exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  of  1812,  599,717  83 

Funded  three  pier  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States,  335,104  74 

Loan  to  the  trustees  of  Charlotte  Hall 
school,  2,666  67 

Loan  to  the  trustees  of  St.  Peter’s  free 
school  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  3,000 

Installed  bonds  that  ai-e  valid  23,652  41 

Uninstalled  bonds  that  are  valid,  6,913  22 

Balances  that  are  due  from  the  clerks 
ami  sheriffs,  19,717  S3 

Stock  in  the  Potomac  Company*  120*444  44 

Stock  in  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  105,200 

Stock  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  42,403 
Stock  in  the  Farqicrs  Bank  "Mary* 
l«|idj  390,900 
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Stock  in  the  Mechanics  Bank  of  Bal- 
timore, 77,500 

Stock  in  the  Hagers  Town  Bank,  25,000 

Stock  in  the  Commercial  and  Fanners 

Bank  of  Baltimore,  25,000 

Stock  in  the  Farmers  and  Merchants 
Bank  of  Baltimore,  15,000 

Stock  in  the  Marine  Bank  of  Balti- 
more, 10,000 

Stock  in  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Balti- 
more 15,000 

Stock  in  the  Elkton  Bank  of  Mary- 
land, 10,000 

Stock  in  the  Baltimore  and  Frederick- 
Town  turnpike  road,  10,000 

Stock  in  the  Baltimore  and  York-Town 
turnpike  road,  5,000 

Stock  in  the  Union  Manufacturing 

Company  of  Maryland,  7,500 

Balances  due  from  the  supervisors  of 
the  public  roads,  7,812  07 

Balance  due  from  the  poor-house  in 

Baltimore  county,  10,666  67 

An  account  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  state  of  Maryland, from 
the  first  of  November,  1812,  to  the 
first  of  November,  1813. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
November,  1812,  ' 91,852  88 

Amount  of  receipts  into  the  treasury 
from  the  first  of  November,  1812,  to 
the  first  of  November,  1813,  399,833  47 

Amount  of  expenditures  from  the  first 
of  November,  1812,  to  the  first  of 
November  1813, 


Deduct  the  appropriations  due  to  the 
first  of  November,  1813,  and  then  re- 
mained unpaid. 

For  the  payment  of  the  civil  list  and 
judiciary, 

For  half  pay  due  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, 

For  the  journals  of  accounts, 

For  Indian  annuities, 

To  the  armourer  of  the  eastern  shore, 

To  the  armourer  of  the  western  shore, 

To  the  adjutant-general  and  brigade  in- 
spectors, 

For  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  in  virtue  of  an  act  of 
assembly  passed  at  November  session, 

1779, 

For  the  redemption  of  the  certificates 
issued  in  virtue  of  the  above  recited 
act,  225 

For  colleges,  academies  and  schools,  4,500 

For  the  equipment  of  the  quota  of  the 
militia  of  this  state  per  resolution  of 
June  session,  1812,  9,256  91 

For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  and  re- 
pairing the  government  house,  938  68 

For  the  payment  of  the  militia  which 
have  been  called  into  actual  service,  13.620 

For  the  purchase  of  arms,  ordnance  and 
military  stores,  134,392  64 

For  payment  of  the  accountants  of  mi- 
litia claims,  200 

For  the  payment  of  contingent  ex- 
pellees, 286  01 


1,650,116  87 


9,800  26 

4,517  58 
3,836  84 
95  83 
158 
300 

966  66 


3,305  16 


2,000 


,200 


Bank  of  Maryland,  15,200 

I For  dividend  on* stock  in  the  Mechanics 
; Bank  of  Baltimore,  6,200 

j For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Hag**rs- 
j Town  Bank,  2,00 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Commer- 
• cial  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

I For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Farmers 
and  Merchants  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Marine 
Bank  of  Baltimore, 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Franklin 
Bank  of  Baltimore, 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Elktou 
Bank  of  Maryland, 

Fordividend  on  stock  in  the  Baltimore 
and  Frederick-Town  turnpike  road, 
Fordividend  on  stock  in  the  Baltimore 
and  York-Town  turnpike  road, 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Union  Ma- 
nufacturing Company  of  Maryland, 

On  the  loan  negotiated  pursuant  to  a 
resolve  of  May  session,  1813, 


450 

*45,000 


168,900  86 
151,637  82  1-2 


The  journal  of  accounts  for  the  present 
session,  estimated  at 

This  sum  deficient, 

The  probable  amount  of  receipts  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

For  interest  on  the  exchanged  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  1812,  to  first  of  October, 

1813,  35,983  06 

For  interest  on  three  per  cent  stock  to 
ditto,  10,053  13 

For  interest  on  the  loan  to  the  trustees 
of  Charlotte  Hall  school,  160 

For  interest  and  principal  on  the  in- 
stalkrd'and  uninstalled  debt,  2,000 

For  fines,  forfeitures,  amerciaments, 
marriage,  ordinary,  retailers,  hawkers 
and  pedlers  licenses,  30,566  67 

For  composition  on  escheats  and  vacant 

land,  1,333  33 

For  taxes  and  seals  in  the  land  and 

chancery  offices,  1,666  67 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
Baltimore,  8,496 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Union 
Bank  ef  Maryland,  3,392 

For  dividend  on  stock  in  the  Farmers 


For  div  idend  on  stock  in  the  Potomac 
Company: — The  dividends  on  this 
stock  have  for  several  years  past  been 
appropriated  by  the  stockholders  of 
said  company  towards  the  improve- 
ments ami  repairs  of  the  Potomac  na- 
vigation ; presuming  that  the  divi- 
491,686  35  dends  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  ap- 

propriated for  like  purposes,  the  a- 
mount  is  not  carrried  to  account. 

287,499  81  1-2  The  probable  annual  demand  on  the 
treasury , 

204,186  53  1-2  The  governor’s  salary,  2,666  67 

Five  counsellors,  2,666  67 

Six  chief  justices  of  the  judicial  dis-"v 
tricts,  )>  30,009 

Twelve  associate  judges  of  ditto.  J 
The  clfief  judge  of  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  gaol  deli- 
very of  Baltimore  county,  1,400 

Chancellor,  3,400 

Treasurer  of  the  western  shore,  2,000 

T reasurer  of  the  eastern  shore,  450 

Trustee,  200 

Auditor,  800 

Printer,  1,200 

Clerk  to  the  council,  800 

Clerk  to  the  house  of  delegates,  300 

Clerk  to  the  senate,  • 150 

Messenger  to  the  council  and  keeper 
of  the  state  house,  466  67 

Armourer  of  the  eastern  shore,  300 

Armourer  of  the  western  shore,  300 

Half-pay  list,  7,  93 

Contingent  expenses,  _ 1,333  33 

Donations  to  the  colleges,  academies 
and  schools  in  the  different  Counties,  10,000 
Indian  annuities,  370 

Judge  of  the  land  office,  eastern  shore,  400 
Register  of  the  land  office,  eastern 
shore,  20 

Register  of  the  land  offiee  western 
shore,  30 

Adjutant-general,  500 

Brigade  inspectors,  12,  at  60  dolls,  each,  720 
Arms  and  accoutrements  to  he  purchas- 
ed tor  the  state,  15,000 

Penitentiary— physician’s  account,  sa- 
laries to  the  keeper,  assistant  keep- 
ers and  book  keeper  of  the  peniten- 
tiary, 4,50.0 

Hospital,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  No- 
vember session,  1811,  5,000 

17,263  03  1-2  Accountants  tor  militia  claims,  800 

Interest  on  loans,  23,425 


Journal  accounts  for  the  session  of  1814, 
say, 


186,449  57 


17,736  96 
35,000 


151,491  34 


Surplus, 


146  48  1-2 

B.  HARWOOD,  T.  W.  S.  Md. 

BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CLAIMS. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  That  they  have  examined 
the  accounts  and  proceedings  of  Benjamin  Harwood,  treasurer  ot 
the  western  shore  of  Maryland,  and  find  by  an  account  settled  by 
,the  committee  of  claims  to  the  first  of  November,  one  thousand 
I eight  hundred  and  twelve,  there  was  a balance  ot  100,334  dolls.  46 
cents,  funded  six  per  cent,  stock ; 428,194  dolls.  29  cents,  deferred 
I six  per  cent,  stock ; 263,448  dolls.  76  cents,  funded  three  per  cent* 
slock  ; 5,052  dolls.  46  cents,  of  the  emissions  ot  bills  of  credit  made 
[ by  an  act  of  congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  1780 , and  the  sum  01 

J 91,852  dolls.  88  cents,  specie,  remaining  in  the  treasury. 

( That  it  appears  to  your  committee  by  the  accounts  01  the  said 
l treasurer,  he  Luth  received  for  escheats,  caution  anil  improvements 
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on  land,  4,732 dolls.  13  cents;  for  confiscated  property,  504  dolls. 
73  cents ; ifor  taxes  under  the  act  for  establishing  and  securing  the 
salary  to  the  chancellor,  678  dolls.  5 cents;  for  bonds  taken  for  mo* 
m y loaned,  160  dolls.;  for  bonds  taken  for  vacant  lands  in  Allega- 
ny county,  600  dolls. ; for  fines, forfeitures  and  amerciaments,  3,500 
dolls.  12 ’cents;  for  marriage  licences,  4,492  dolls.  40  cents;  for 
ordinary  retailers,  hawkers  and  pedlers  licences,  16,766  dolls.  11 
cents;  for  militia  fines,  113  dolls.  28  cents ; from  tlie  treasurer  of 
the  eastern  shore,  7,937  dolls.  65  cents;  from  the  president,  direc- 
tors and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  dividends  on  stock, 
9,553  dolls. ; from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Maryland,  for  dividends  on  stock,  3,392  dolls. ; from  the  presi- 
dent, directors  and  company  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Maryland, 
for  dividends  on  stock.  15,200  dolls.;  from  the  president,  and 
directors  of  the  Mechanic’s  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  dividends  on 
sioek,  11,237  dolls.  50  cents;  from  the  president,  directors  and 
company,  of  the  Hagers  Town  Bank,  for  dividends  on  stock, 
3,750  dolls. ; ’roin  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Commercial 
and  Farmers  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  dividends  on  stock,  3,250  dolls, 
♦om  the  vhlent  and  directors  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants 
Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  dividends  on  stock,  1,350  dolls.;  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  divi- 
dends on  stock,  1000  dolls. ; from  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  dividends  on  stock,  1,350  dolls.; 
from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Elktou  Bank  of  Maryland, 
for  dividends  on  stock,  900  dolls. ; from  the  Union  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Maryland,  for  dividend  on  stock,  450  dolls. ; from 
Benjamin  Harwood,  trustee,  for  dividends  of  interest  on  stock, 
42,825  dolls.  62  cents  ; from  William  Marbury,  for  a balance  due 
from  him  on  the  auditor’s  hooks,  71,189  dolls.  45  cents,  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock  ; 71,655  dolls.  98  cents,  funded  three  per  cent, 
stock;  and  3,178 dolls  40  cents, specie  ; from  Robert  Bowie,  Esq. 
late  governor  of  Maryland,  the  sum  of  788  dollars,  68  cents;  and 
John  Brewer  28  dollars  80  cents. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  in  conformity  to  a resolution 
of  May  session,  1813,  authorising  the  treasurer  of  the  western  shore 
tonegociatea  loan,  on  such  terms  and  at  such  periods  as  the  go- 
vernor and  council  shall  approve,  &c.  he  has  borrowed  from  George 
and  John  Barber,  7,000  dollars;  from  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Maryland,  100,000  dollars ; from 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland,  20,000  dolls. ; 
fVom  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  30,000 
dollars ; from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Farmers  and  Mer- 
chants Bank  of  Baltimore,  50,000  dollars ; from  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore,  10,000  dollars ; from 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  25,000 
dollars ; from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Commercial  and 
Farmers  Bank  of  Baltimore,  20,000  dollars. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  by  the  accounts  of  the  said  treasu- 
rer, he  hath  paid  the  sum  of  255  dollars,  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
of  November  session,  1797,  in  discharge  of  the  emissions  of  bills  of 
credit  of  June,  1780,  which  emissions  your  committee  have  counted 
and  burned. 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  the  said  treasurer  hath  paid 
away  from  the  first  of  November,  1812,  to  the  first  of  November, 
1813,  the  sum  of  133  dollars  33  cents,  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted 
by  an  act  of  congress  of  the  18th  March,  1730,  and  the  sum  of 
287,244  dollars  81  1-  ’ cents,  specie,  for  all  which  payments  have  been 
produced  to  your  committee  the  necessary  vouchers  and  receipts ; 
and  that  there  remains  in  tl»e  treasury  the  sum  ot  599,717  dollars  83 
cents,  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States;  335,104 
dollars  74  cents,  funded  three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States ; 
4,919  dollars  13  cents,  of  the  emissions  of  hills  of  credit  made  by  an 
act  of  congyess  of  the  18th  of  March,  1780,  and  the  sum  of  204,186 
dollars  53  T2  cents,  specie ; which  sum  of  specie  is  appropriated  in 
the  following  manner,  to  wit : 
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Finances  of  South  Carolina. 

The  article  inserted  in  page  298,  headed  “ Finances 
of  South  Carolina ” was  not  the  regular  annual  re- 
port of  the  comptroller,  but  a matter  specially 
called  for,  and  incompetent  to  a complete  view  of 
the  subject,  by  its  reference  to  a previous  commu- 
nication. The  editor  thankfully  acknowledges 
himself  indebted  to  the  politenses  of  a gentleman 
of  great  respectability  in  that  state  for  the  follow- 
ing, which  presents  a concise  exhibit  of  the  funds 
of  that  respectable  member  of  the  confederacy. 
An  estimate  of  the  public  debt  of  South  Carolina , as 
exhibited  to  the  legislature  of  that  stale,  at  the  last 
session , and  referred  to  in  the  comptroller  generaVs 
report  published  in  the  Weekly  Register  of  the 
January. — page  298. 

Or.  No.  V. 

Appropriations  unpaid  1st  Oct.  1813,  $ 114,335  00 
Amount  of  6 percent,  due  this  day  by 
the  state,  including  the  stock  depo- 
sited in  the  state  bank,  151.071  54 

Amount  of  the  late  deferred  ditto  out- 
standing, this  day,  36,666  54 

Amount  of  the  3 per  cent,  stock  out- 
standing this  day,  including  the  3 
per  cent,  purchased  for  S.  and  Lux- 


emburg, worth  $55  per  cent. 


193,746  39 
$ 495,819  47 


Balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury, 
Deduct  appropriations  due  to  the  1st  of 
Nov.  1813,  and  remained  unpaid. 

For  the  payment  of  the  civil  list  and  ju- 
diciary. 

For  half  pay  due  to  officers  and  soldiers, 


Dolls.  Cts. 
204,186  53  1-2 


9,800  26 
4.517  58 


For  payment  of  the  journals  of  accounts,  i4  3,836  84 
For  Indian  annuities,  95  83 

To  the  armourer  of  the  eastern  shore,  158 

To  the  armourer  of  the  western  shore,  300 
To  the  adjutant-general  and  brigade  in- 
spectors, 966  66 

For  the  redemption  of  the  hills  drawn, 
and  certificates  issued  according  to  an 
act  of  November  session,  1779,  3,530  16 

For  colleges,  academies  and  schools,  4,500 

For  the  equipment  of  the  quota  of  the 
militia  of  this  state,  pursuant  to  a re- 
solution of  Junesession,  1812,  9,256  91 

For  the  inti-pose  of  furnishing  and  re- 
pairing the  government  house,  988  6S 

For  payment  of  the  militia  which  have 
been  called  into  service,  13,620 

For  the  purchase  of  arms,  ordnance  and 
military  stores,  fkc.  134,392  64 

For  payment  of  the  accountants  of  mi- 
litia ejaims,  200 

For  payment  of  contingent  expenses,  286  01 

Journal  of  accounts  tin-  the  present  ses- 
sion estimated  at  35.000 


Cr. 

Balance  of  tlie  two  offices  of  the  trea- 
sury, this  day — $ 104,807  32 

Balance  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  this  day,  including  pur- 
chases made  by  former  treasurers, 

$ 34  52  cents  per  cent,  due, 

Balance  of  deferred  do.  of  do.  includ- 
ing purchases  made  by  former  trea- 
surers, $ 64  44  cents  per  cent,  due. 

Three  per  cent.  Unite  1 States  stock, 
purchased  by  former  treasurers, 
worth  65  per  cent. 

Cash  paid  in  full  of  the  contract  with 
tlie  late  Mr.  Streckheisen,  for  which 
the  state  is  intitled  to  a credit  with 
S.  and  L. 

Bonds,  notes, . 

Balance  due  on  paper  medium  bonds 
Ditto  due  by  D’Oyley  and  sureties, 

Ditto  on  the  late  general  Moultrie’s  debt, 

2,559,  shares  in  the  state  bank,  worth 
106,  271,254 


284,817 

93 

266,097 

98 

1,318 

85 

103,975 

45 

12,000 

111,027 

73 

5,698 

02 

731 

14 

1,166,728  43 
495,819  47 

$ 670,908  96 


Balance  in  favor  of  state. 


Office  of  Comptroller  General, 

October  1,  1813— 

THOMAS  LEE,  Compt.  gen. 


221,449  57 


This  sum  deficient,  17,263  03  1-2 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  honorable  house. 

By  order,  BEN  GRAY,  Clk.  Com.  Claims. 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  f urther  provision  for  f iling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army,  encouraging  enlistments,  and 
authorising  the  re-enlistment,  for  longer  periods , of 
men  lohose  terms  of  service  are  about  to  empire. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  That  in  order  to  complete  the  present 
military  establishment  to  the  full  number  authoris- 
ed by  law,  with  tlie  greatest  possible  dispatch,  there 
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shall  be  paid  to  each  effective  able  bodied  man  who 
shall  after  the  first  day  of  February  next  be  enlisted 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  or  during  the  war,  at  his  elec- 
tion, in  lieu  of  the  bounty  in  money  and  of  the  three 
months  pay  at  the  expiration  of  the  service,  now 
allowed  by  law,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars  ; fifty  dollars  of  which  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  the  recruit  is  enlisted,  fifty  dollars  when  he 
shall  be  mustered  and  have  joined  some  military 
corps  for  service  ; and  twenty-four  dollars  when  he 
shall  be  discharged  from  service  ; and  the  wife  and 
children,  and  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children,  the  pa- 
rents of  such  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
enlisted  as  herein  before  stated,  who  may  be  killed 
in  action  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
four  dollars  ; and  after  the  said  first  day  of  February 
next,  so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled “An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,”  passed  the  twenti- 
eth day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  as  allows  to  each  able  bodied  man,  en- 
listed into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
manner  aforein  stated,  an  advance  of  twenty-four  dol- 
lars on  account  of  his  pay,  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  eight  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  non-commission- 
ed officer,  soldier  or  citizen,  who  shall,  after  the  first 
day  of  February  next,  furnish  and  procure  to  be 
enlisted  according  to  law,  an  able  bodied  man  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  five  years  or  during  the  war. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician  and  private,  who  has 
been  recruited  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  eighth 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled, 
“An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,5  passed  January 
eleventh,  cite  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
iuay  be  re-inlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or 
during  the  war,  and  that  every  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician  and  private,  recruited  under  au- 
thority of  the  act  of  the  twenty -ninth  of  Janury,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled  “An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  to  raise 
an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses,5 55  may  be  re-enlisted  for  five  years,  or  during  the 
war. 

" Sec.  4.  And  be  jt.  further  enacted.  That  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians  and  privates,  re- 
enlisted under  the  authority  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tion,' shall  be  entitled  to  th©  bounty  allowed  by  this 
act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  during  the  war. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of-  representatives. 

J.  13.  YARNUM, 

President  of  the  qenate  pro  tempore 
January  27,  1814— -Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON 

An  act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  certain  regiments  therein  mentioned  to  be 
enlisted  for  five  years , or  during  the  war. 

Be  it  eh  a c led  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
&ud  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered  to 
cause  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or 
during  the  war, 'the  fourteen  Regiments  of  infantry 
Which /are  now  by  law  authorised  to  be  enlisted  for 
the  term  of  ime  year,  or  such  number  of  them,  or 
of  the  troops  composing  the  same,  as  in  his  opinion 
mill  best  promote  the  public  service. 

‘ 2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  man 


enlisted  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  same  bounty  in  money  and  land  as  is  now 
by  law  allowed  to  men  enlisted  for  five  years  ov  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians  and  privates,  shall  receive  the 
same  pay,  clothing  subsistence  and  forage,  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  benefits,  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  and  be  placed  in  every  respect 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  regular  troops  oi 
the  United  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

J.  B.  VARNUM, 

Presklent  of  the  senate  pro  temper  , 
January  28,  1814. — Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  resolutions,  relative  to  a national  road, 
were  offered  by  Mr.  JJuane,  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  the  11th  January. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  believe  that  an 
inland  tide-water  communication,  between  the  At- 
lantic states,  would  strengthen  the  union  and  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  United  States  in  a greater 
degree  than  any  other  internal  improvement ; yet, 
when  they  reflect  that  vast  resources  will  be  neces- 
sary to  the  completion  of  such  a great  work,  and 
that  very  many  years  must  elapse  before  it  can  be 
placed  even  in  a state  of  forwardness,  they  conceive 
that  the  general  and  state  governments  ought  to 
adopt  measures  for  opening  and  making  a great  na- 
tional road,  to  be  formed  progressively  to  the  north 
and  south  of  the  seat  of  the  national  government, 
until  the  whole  extent  of  the  country  from  Maine  to 
the  Mississippi  shall  have  been  connected. 

Far  from  interfering  with  other  improvements, 
either  by  canals  or  partial  roads,  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  believe  that  the  formation  of  such  a 
national  road  would  assist  every  other  public  enter- 
prise; that  it  would  aid  the  civil  or  military  mea- 
sures of  the,  national  government ; that  it  would  de- 
velope  and  increase  the  resources  of  the  individual 
states  ; and  render  the  manufacturers  of  the  north- 
ern, the  growers  of  the  southern,  and  the  raisers  of 
consumable  produce  of  the  middle  states,  mutually 
dependent  upon,  and  serviceable  to  each  other  ; and 
that  it  would  produce  an  incalculable  saving  in  the 
time,  labor,  and  cost  of  transportation,  especially 
during  winter,  when  canals  cease  to  be  useful. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  and  considering 
that  the  congress  of  the  United  States  are  not  only 
rhost  competent  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  such  a 
proposition,  but  that  they  have  the  option  to  exe- 
cute such  a work  by  giving  national  aid,  or  to  pre- 
vent its  execution  by  withholding  that  aid ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania , That  the  sena- 
tors representing  this  state  in  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  state  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested,  to  propose  and  advocate 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  opening  and  making  a 
national  road. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  congress  shall  adopt  mea- 
sures for  executing  such  an  improvement,  depending 
partly  upon  the  concurence  and  aid  of  individual  states? 
to  give  them  effect,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  will 
cheerfully  contribute  such  assistance  as  its  means 
may  enable  it  to  extend. 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  this  common- 
wealth be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  a 
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copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to 
each  of  the  senators  and  representatives,  from  this 
state,  in  tiie  congress  of  the  United  States. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

IN  SENATE. 

Saturday,  January  29. — On  motion  of  Mr.  N. 
Will  jams,  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

“ It c solved  by  the  senate  of  JMaryland,  That  the 
president  of  the  United  States  and  the  majorities  of 
the  congress  thereof,  are  entitled  to  the  decided 
approbation  and  ardent  support  of  this  body,  and 
of  tiie  whole  people  of  this  federative  republic, 
for  their  wise  and  energetic  support  and  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  just  and  necessary  war  against 
Great  Britain,  in  defence  of  rights,  the  abandon- 
ment of  which  would  be  disgraceful  and  ruinous  to 
our  country — And  that  the  gallant  achievments  of 
the  army,  and  the  brilliant  victories  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States,  which  have  crowned  our  heroes 
in  battle  with  imperishable  glory,  command  our 
warmest  apDlause,and  excite  our  highest  admiration. 

By  order,  THOS.  ROGERS,  Clerk” 

was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  special  order, 
and  the  question  put,  will  the  senate  assent  thereto? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  appeared  as 
follows  : 

Affirmative.— Messrs.  Davis,  (pres’t)  Brown,  Fenwick,  Fra/.ier, 
Hawkins,  Holbrook,  L.  Hollingsworth,  W.  Hollingsworth,  Stephen 
and  N.  Williams— 1 1. 

Negative — (none) 

So  it  was  unanimously  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

[While  Baltimore  was  menaced  by  the  enemy  last 
summer,  the  city  councils  borrowed  of  the  banks 
a considerable  sum  of  money  to  be  laid  out  for  the 
military  defence  of  the  place,  upon  the  pledge 
that  they  would  exert  themselves  to  obtain  the 
passage  of  a law  by  the  legislature,  by  which  the 
property  in  the  city  and  precincts,  real  and  per- 
sonal, might  be  taxed  to  refund  it — for,  at  present, 
the  mayor  and  city  council  have  power  only  to  levy 
a pertain  per  centum  on  the  valuations  made  by  the 
county  assessors,  which  is  barely  sufficient  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenditures.  Petitions  to  this  effect 
were  drawn  up  and  signed  by  almost  every  person, 
having  real  or  personal  property  of  any  considera. 
ble  value,  in  the  city  and  its  precincts,  without 
regard  to  party,  for  all  had  agreed  that  the  city 
should  be  defended.  A bill  to  allo~v  the  people  of 
Baltimore  the  liberty  to  tax  themselves,  was  intro- 
duced into  the  house  of  delegates  some  days  ago. 
On  the  13th  ult.  Mr.  Crab  moved  that  its  further 
consideration  be  postponed  until  June  next,  a- 
mounting  to  a rejection  in  toto  ; the  motion  failed, 
ayes  19,  nays  38 — Mr. ./.  II  Thomas  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  confining  the  assessment  to 
the  pei’sons  who  had  signed  the  petition  praying 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  ; this  was  also  nega- 
tived— and  the  bill  finally  passed — ayes  37,  nays 
30.  The  next  day,  the  14th,  Mr.  Long  moved 
for  a reconsideration  of  the  bill ; determined  in 
the  affirmative  41  to  36.  Then — ] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  the  question  was 
put,  that  the  following  be  inserted  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill : 

Jlml  be  iUenacted , That  the  governor  and  council 
shall  appoint  five  persons  of  integrity  and  firmness, 
not  residents  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  commis- 
sioners under  this  section,  who,  after  having  taken 
an  oath  to  perform  their  duty  justly  and  impartially, 
shall  proceed  to  assess  and  value  the  damages  sus- 
tained bv  Jane  White,  from  the  violence  of  the  mob 
pf  tlullimore,  committee^  or?  the  house  in  Charles- 


street,  of  which  she  was  proprietor,  during  the 
riots  in  tiie  said  city  in  the  month  of  July,  eighteen 
; hundred  and  twelve,  and  shall  assess  and  value  the 
damages  sustained  by  Alexander  Coulee  Hanson  and 
Jacob  Wagner,  esquires,  from  the  violence  of  the 
mob  aforesaid,  in  destroying  the  printing  office  of 
the  Federal  Republican,  in  Gay-street,  and  their 
furniture  and  other  property  in  Charles-street,  du- 
ring the  riots  in  said  city  in  June  and  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twelve  ; and  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  make  return  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  of  their  valuation  of  damages  aforesaid,  to 
the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore,  whose 
duty  it  shall  he  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  same  out  of 
funds  to  be  raised  under  the  taxes  authorised  by  law. 
before  any  other  application  thereof;  and  in  case  of 
the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  mayor  and  city 
council  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  out  of  the  fund’s 
so  to  be  raised,  the  damages  aforesaid,  to  the  re- 
spective parties  entitled  to  the  same,  their  legal  re- 
presentatives or  assigns,  in  that  case  the  said  mayor 
and  members  of  the  said  city  council,  shall  be  lia- 
ble, in  their  individual  capacities,  jointly  or  several- 
ly, to  he  sued  by  the  respective  parties  aggrieved, 
m an  action  for  money  had  and  received,  and  a reco- 
very may  be  had  against  them  personally  for  the  da- 
mages respectively  assessed  and  valued  as  aforesaid. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  appeared  as 
follow  : 

AFFIRMATIVE.— Messrs.  Plater.  Millard.  Causin,  Blackiston, 
Boyer,  Jervis  Spencer,  Hands,  Brown,  Taney,  Turner,  Stone- 
street,  Ford,  Pamham,  Rogerson,  Cottman,  "Walier.  Long,  Stew- 
art, Griffith,  Tootle,  Hogg,  B.  Evans,  F.  M.  Hall,  Somervell, 
Callis,  Wilson,  Quinton,  Handy,  ,T.  Thomas,  Delaplane,  J.  II, 
Thomas,  Potter,  Jones,  Kilgour,  Crabb,  Military,  Robinett,  M‘  Col- 
lob,  Howard— 39, 

NEGATIVE.— Messrs.  Dorsey,  Sellman,  Bolt,  W.  Hall,  Blake, 
Randall,  Harryman,  Warner,  Stansbury,  Bennett,  Martin,  Jona. 
Spencer,  S Stevens,  Bayly,  Lusby,  Le  Colnpte,  J.  R.  Evans, 
Claude,  Duvall,  Burges,  Wright,  Forwood  (of  Wm.)  Forwood 
(of  Jacob)  Maulsby,  Saulsbury,  Culbreth,  Willis,  Barney, Donald- 
son, TilghVnan,  Mason,  Kershner,  Gabby— 33. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Donald- 
son then  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  lie  referred  to  the  next  general  assembly,  which 
was  carried — ayes  36,  nays  35. 

Tuesday  Jan.  25. — Mr.  John  H.  Thomas,  from  the 
committee  delivers  the  following  report  and  address: 

THE  COMMITTEE 

Appointed  on  that  part  of  the  communication  of 
the  Executive  of  this  state,  “which  relates  to  the 
defenceless  and  unprotected  situation  in  which  the 
state  has  been  left  by  the  general  government,  the 
calamities  of  the  war,  and  the  means  of  defence,” 
beg  leave  to  report, — That  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
der of  instructions  to  them  passed  by  the  house, 
and  in  the  spirit  of  the  said  instructions,  the  com- 
mittee have  prepared  an  address  to  the  congress 
and  president  of  the  United  States,  from  tills  house, 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  which  is  here- 
with respectfully  submitted  for  consideration,  toge- 
ther with  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  the  speaker  of  this 
house  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  cause  three 
copies  of  the  following  address  to  he  made  out,  to 
he  signed  by  the  speaker,  in  behalf  of  the  house  of 
delegates  of  Maryland,  and  attested  by  the  clerk; 
that  the  speaker  transmit  one  copy  tfVeieof  to  a 
member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Spates  from  this 
state,  requesting  him,  in  behalf  of  this  house,  to 
present  the  same  to  that  body  ; that  he  transmit 
another  copy  thereof  to  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  from  this  state, 
requesting  him  in  behalf  of  this  house,  to  present 
the  same  to  that  body  ; and  that  lie  transmit  another 
copy  thereof  to  the  said  members  jointly,  requesting 
them  as  a deputation  in  behalf  of  this  house,  topre* 
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gent  the  same  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  likewise  requesting  them  to  receive  any  answer 
which  may  be  returned  thereto,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  speaker,  who  is  hereby  authorised,  at  his  discre- 
tion, in  case  the  session  shall  have  closed  before  such 
answer  is  communicated,  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
published  for  the  information  of  the  good  people  of 
this  state.  By  order, 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY,  Clk. 

To  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  United  States  ; 

and  to  the  honorable  senate , and  the  honorable  the 

house  oj  representatives  of  the  United  States , in 

congress  assembled  : 

The  house  of  delegates  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
immediately  represent  ing  the  interests  and  feelings 
of  the  people  of  the  state,  are  impelled  by  urgent 
impressions  of  public  duty,  to  address  the  constitu- 
ted authorities  ot  the  union,  ou  the  awful  condition 
of  national  affairs,  and  the  exposed  and  defenceless 
situation  in  which  the  state  of  Maryland  has  been 
hitherto  left  by  the  general  government,  under  the 
impending’  calamities  of  war. 

The  principles  on  which  the  national  compact  was 
founded,  are  too  recent  in  the  recollection  of  the 
American  people  to  require  the  aid  of  illustration  at 
this  period. — It  is  well  known,  that  the  weakness  and 
incapacity  of  the  old  confederation,  to  afford  the 
means  of  safety  and  protection,  to  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy,  produced  a prevailing  sense 
of  the  necessity  of  some  more  efficient  form  of  go- 
vernment, invested  with  adequate  powers  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  pi*omote  the  general 
welfare.  As  an  important  concern  of  the  general 
Welfare,  it  was  also  anticipated,  with  confidence, 
that  Under  this  form  of  government,  the  just  inter- 
ests of  commerce,  Connected  as  it  is  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest  and  other  occupations  of  an  industrious 
community,  would  be  faithfully  and  effectually  pre- 
served. To  this  reasonable  hope  and  expectation,  we 
are  chiefly  to  ascribe  the  sacrifices  and  concessions 
made  by  the  navigating  states,  and  more  especially 
by  our  patriotic  brethren  of'New-En gland,  in  procur- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  The 
state  of  Maryland,  sincerely  concurred  in  the  ratifi- 
cation of  that  instrument;  but  her  wise  men,  who 
advocated  the  new  system,  it  is  presumed,  would 
have  been  anxiously  perplexed,  if  they  could  have 
foreseen  that  thisgpvernment  would  prove,  in  its  ope- 
tation,  no  jess  incompetent  or  unavailing  for  the 
purposes  of  common  defence,  than  the  confederation 
which  preceded  it ; while  on  the  other  hand,  it  might 
become  in  its  course  of  policy, the  destroyer,  instead 
of  the  protector  of  commerce — the  in  flic  tor  of  in- 
tense suffering,  instead  of  being  the  benign  guardian 
of  the  public  security  and  happiness. 

More  than  nineteen  months  have  now  elapsed  since 
congress  declared  war  against  England.  There  is 
reason  to  believe,  that  a much  longer  period  has 
gone  by,  since  this  fatal  measure  was  first  contem- 
plated. We  would  ask,  whether  there  is  any  por- 
tion of  the  union  with  the  exception  of  Long  Island, 
more  open  and  liable  to  the  ravages  of  a maritime 
foe,  than  the  state  of  Maryland  ? And  situated  as 
it  is,  with  tiie  seat  of  the  national  government  on  its 
confines,  so  acceptable  to  a hostile  forte— is  there 
any  part  of  the  continent,  which  it  could  have  been 
supposed  would  more  obviously  attract  the  active 
operations  of  an  enemy,  designing  to  burr  ass  the 
physical  strength  of  the  country,  and  to  distract  and 
frustrate  the  views  of  its  rtilers  in  their  avowed  plan 
•of  foreign  conquest  ? Is  there,  in  short  any  section 
of  the  common  league  which,  from  various  consi- 
derations of  prudence  and  of  duty,  the  general  go- 
vernment was  more  peculiarly  bound  to  guard  by 
ample  and  vigilant  preparation  for  deface? 


AVe  are  next  constrained  to  enquire,  what  lias 
there  then  been  done  or  provided  by  the  national  go- 
vernment, for  the  security  of  a state  so  precariously 
circumstanced,  against  the  visitutions  of  a war,  which 
that  government  had  chosen  its  own  time  to  declare, 
and  which  appears  to  have  been  familiar  to  its  con- 
templation for  a considerable  series  of  time  before 
it  was  actually  declared  ? 

If  we  do  not  say  how  little  has  keen  attempted 
for  our  protection,  and  in  what  way  even  that  little 
has  been  rendered,  it  is  because  we  wish  not  to  pub- 
lish our  own  humiliation  to  the  world,  and  we  would 
not  betray  the  extent  of  our  weakness  to  the  enemy. 
It  is,  because  we  are  desirous  of  preserving  a be- 
coming measure  of  respect  to  the  national  authori- 
ties— while  in  the  exercise  of  a constitutional  privi- 
lege we  perform  a requisite  duty  to  our  constituents, 
the  freemen  of  Maryland,  by  making  a frank  repre- 
sentation of  their  complaints  and  dissatisfaction. — 
The  mere  shew  of  resistance,  heretofore  exhibited, 
having  in  fact  rather  tended  to  provoke  than  repel 
attack,  the  people  on  the  exposed  points  of  our 
shores,  despairing,  after  what  has  passed,  of  obtain- 
ing a sufficient  defence  from  the  government,  are 
becoming  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  inclined  al- 
most to  regard  with  fear,  the  approach  of  those 
semblances  pf  military  aid,  which  are  occasionally 
sent  among  them — because  they  have  perceived  that 
this  casual  parade,  instead  of  giving  them  assistance 
in  the  hour  of  dangei’,  rather  invites  destruction 
from  an  exasperated  and  unresisted  foe,  whose  fury 
it  is  possible  they  might  sometimes  escape  unnoticed. 
And  yet,  the  history  of  the  revolution  will  attest, 
that  in  the  most  trying  times  of  the  republic,  the 
spirit  of  Maryland  has  never  been  surpassed  in  valor, 
fortitude  and  fidelity. 

If  the  war  is  to  be  continued,  the  miseries  we 
have  already  endured  may  be  tender  mercies  in  com- 
parison with  those  which  are  to  be  apprehended.  A 
character  of  ferocity,  unknown  to  the  civilized  usages 
of  modern  warfare,  seems  about  to  be  given  to  this 
Contest.  The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
distinctly  announced  its  purpose  of  protecting  the 
subjects  pf  the  enemy,  taken  in  arms,  while  in  the 
act  of  invading  the  territories  of  the  power  under 
whose  dominions  they  were  born,  and  to  whom  their 
allegiance  was  naturally  due  ; and  this  protection  to 
British  traitors,  is  to  be  accomplished  by  a system 
of  sanguinary  retaliation,  which  in  its  consequences 
may  occasion  the  sacrifice  of  every  American  officer 
and  soldier,  the  ignominious  death  of  all  our  unfor- 
tunate countrymen,  who  are  now  held  as  prisoners 
and  hostages  by  the  enemy.  In  addition  to  this 
cause  of  apprehension,  the  example  of  useless  bar- 
barity displayed  under  the  command  of  the  general 
of  the  forces  that  lately  abandoned  fort  George,  in 
Upper  Canada,  in  committipg  to  the  flames  the  whole 
town  of  Newark,  of  which  our  army  had  been  in  the 
undisputed  possession,  may,  in  the  course  of  a few 
months,  bring  upon  our  coast  the  most  direful  ven- 
geance which  a powerful  and  enraged  enemy  can  in- 
flict, and  may  subject  our  towns  and  villages,  and 
farms  and  habitations  bordering  on  the  water,  to  all 
the  horrors  of  the  most  ferocious  and  extensive  de- 
solation. 

We  therefore  earnestly  entreat  the  national  autho- 
rities to  take  these  circumstances  into  immediate 
and  serious  consideration  ; to  provide  the  means  and 
munitions  of  defence  ; and  to  furnish  a real-efficient 
regular  force,  to  be  stationed  in  the  state,  so  as  to 
save  its  property  and  its  citizens  from  the  worst 
evils  and  ravages  of  unrelenting  hostility.  'I  he  ef- 
forts of  the  state  itself,  for  its  own  protection  have 
been  already  exerted  in  a manner  necessarily  burden- 
some and  vexatious  to  its  people;  and  the  state  has 
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been  compelled  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  to  I 
seek  resources  on  its  own  credit,  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  defensive  measures,  which  it  might  well  j 
have  been  hoped,  would  have  been  seasonably  and  | 
adequately  prepared  under  the  superintending  care 
and  providence  of  the  government  of  the  union.  The 
aggregate  amount  of  expenses  thus  incurred  is  not 
now  ascertained,  as  the  accounts  are  not  all  yet  liqui- 
dated, and  there  are  vouchers  still  to  be  procured. 
Rut  we  trust,  that  provision  will  be  inade  by  con-! 
gress  for  re- imbursing  these  expenses,  and  others  ofj 
a.  similar  nature,  which  may  be  unavoidably  incur- 
red ; and  that  as  soon  as  a proper  estimate  can  be  ex- 
hibited, the  heavy  advances  of  money  which  the 
state  may  have  been  obliged  to  make,  for  purposes 
especially  enjoined  on  the  general  government  by  the ! 
terms  of  the  federal  constitution,  will  be  promptly 
and  fully  remunerated. 

Having  briefly  urged  these  considerations,  there 
remains  an  indispensable  obligation  on  this  house,  in 
compliance  with  the  known  wishes  and  sentiments 
of  their  constituents,  to  submit  an  earnest  petition  to 
the  president  and  congress  of  the  United  States,  for 
a speedy  restoration  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
an  essential  change  in  that  mistaken  policy,  whose 
effects  are  now  so  unhappily  to  be  seen  in  the  priva- 
tions and  afflictions  of  the  land.  It  might  be 
deemed  intrusive,  and  it  would  be  altogether  irk- 
some, to  enter  now  into  a minute  examination  of 
the  causes  of  the  present  war.  It  is  believed  to  be,  J 
at  thies  time,  sufficiently  ascertained,  that  thefla-j 
grant  deception  of  the  French  government,  practised 
in  relation  to  the  pretended  repeal  of  its  predatory 
edicts,  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  producing  a state 
of  things  in  this  country,  which  unfortunately  led 
us  into  the  existing  hostilities  with  England.  The 
documents  before  congress  during  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding sessions,  it  is  presumed,  have  conclusively 
shewn,  that  the  alledged  repeal  of  the  French  edicts, 
by  the  letter  of  the  fifth  August,  1810,  was  only  a 
conditional  proposition  as  its  terms  implied ; and 
that  there  was  no  authentic  form  of  a repeal  of  an 
earlier  date  than  the  decree  of  the  28th  April,  1811, 
which  is  expressly  bottomed  on  the  previous  com- 
pliance of  our  government  with  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  letter  referred  to,  in  enforcing  the  non- 
intercourse against  England,  by  the  act  of  March, 
1811.  This  act  was  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of 
the  president's  proclamation  of  the  2d  November, 
1810,  declaring  “ the  fact”  that  on  that  day  the 
French  decrees  were  repealed,  so  that  they  ceased 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce.  It  has  become 
abundantly  apparent,  since  the  date  of  that  procla- 
mation, that  in  point  of  fact,  the  French  violations  of 
our  commerce,  were  continued  after  that  date  ; as  in 
point  of form,  it  bus  also  appeared,  that  there  was  no 
absolute  repeal  until  nearly  six  months  subsequent 
to  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation ; and  that  this 
formal  repeal,  which,  if  timely  used,  might  have 
produced  the  revocation  of  the  British  orders,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  present  war,  was  not  officially  an- 
nounced to  our  government,  or  to  its  minister  at  Pa- 
ris, until  more  than  a twelve-month  after  the  period 
at  which  it  is  dated.  In  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  state  made  to  congress  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
session,  it  is  stated,  “ that  the  light,  in  which  this  , 
transaction  vvjas  viewed  by  this  goyernment,  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Barlow  in  the  letter  of  the 
14th  July,  1812,  with  a view  to  the  requisite  expla- 
nation.” The  notice  taken  of  the  subject  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  secretary  of  state,  to  Mr.  Barlow,  of  the 
14th  July,  1812,  thus  cited,  is  to  be  found  at  the 
close  of  the  letter,  which’concludes  in  these  words  : 
‘‘On  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
l shall  forbear  to  make  many  observations,  which 


have  already  occured,  until  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it  are  better  understood.  The  pre- 
sident approves  your  effort  to  obtain  a copy  of  that 
decree,  as  he  does  the  communication  of  it  after- 
wards to  Mr.  Russell.” 

It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Barlow  might  not  have  un- 
derstood this  paragraph  as  an  instruction,  “with  a 
view  to  the  requisite  explanation.”  But  as  the  report 
of  the  secretary  further  stated,  that  Mr.  Barlow’s 
successor  had  been  “instructed  to  demand  of  the 
French  government  an  explanation,”  the  people  of 
the  United  States  might  have  been  induced  to  ex- 
pect that  this  important  matter  would  be  fully 
developed;  and  we  have  therefore  seen  with  serious 
concern,  by  the  late  message  from  the  president  to 
congress,  “that  the  views  of  the  French  govern- 
ment have  received  no  elucidation  since  the  close  of 
the  last  session.”  This  concern  is  heightened  by  the 
recollection  that  for  a series  of  years  past,  an  un- 
happy mystery  has  hung  over  the  communications 
with  that  same  government,  whose  public  outrages 
have  violated  all  the  rights  of  this  nation,  and  have 
heaped  upon  those  who  administer  its  affairs  every 
species  of  contumely  and  insult. 

A review  of  these  circumstances,  so  remarkably 
characteristic  of  French  fraud,  furnishes,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  house,  strong  additional  inducements 
for  terminating  this  disastrous  contest  with  Eng- 
land. As  soon  indeed,  as  the  foul  artifice  of  the 
French  ruler  was  disclosed,  and  more  especially 
after  the  revocation  of  the  British  orders  was  made 
known,  we  should  have  deemed  it  fortunate,  if  the 
government  had  availed  itself  of  the  propitious  op- 
portunity of  reinstating  the  relations  of  peace  with 
the  power  with  whom  we  had  been  thus  embroiled. 
The  claim  of  impressment,  which  has  been  so  much 
exaggerated,  but  which  was  never  deemed  of  itself 
a subs  tan  tative  cause  of  war,  has  been  heretofore  con- 
sidered susceptible  of  satisfactory  arrangement  in 
the  judgment  of  both  the  commissioncrs,\vho  were 
selected  by  the  president,  then  in  office,  to  conduct 
the  negociation  with  the  English  ministry  in  the. 
year  1806,  and  who  now  occupy  high  stations  in  the 
administration.  Believing  that  this,  and  all  other 
causes  of  difference,  might  be  accommodated  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  provided  the  agents  on 
both  sides  were  actuated  by  a sincere  wish  for  a just 
accommodation,  we  cannot  but  feel  anxious  for  an 
event  which  would  relieve  the  people  from  the  pres- 
sure of  those  burdens,  and  losses,  and  dangers,  that 
are  now  to  be  encountered,  without  the  prospect  of 
attaining  a single  object  of  national  benefit. 

From  the  progress  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  as 
far  as  it  has  been  conducted,  it  must  be  obvious,  that 
the  conquest  of  the  Canadian  provinces  is  not  to  be 
effected  without  an  immense  effusion  of  blood  and 
treasure.  The  conquest,  if  effected,  we  should  be 
inclined  to  regard  as  worse  than  a doubtful  boon. 
We  want  no  extension  of  territorial  limits  ; and  the 
genius  of  our  republican  constitution  is  not  suited  to 
offensive  wars  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement.  A 
war  of  this  nature  is  calculated  to  introduce  doc- 
trines, and  habits,  and  evil  passions,  which  are  ini- 
mical and  dangerous,  to  the  liberties  and  morals  of 
the  nation.  To  carry  it  on,  the  nation  has  been  sub- 
jected to  various  impositions,  which  will  be  more 
oppressive,  because  all  the  resources  of  trade  are 
suppressed,  and  agricultural  enterprize  is  deprived 
of  its  reward.  The  taxes  are  multiplied,  while  the 
means  of  payment  are  diminished,  and  the  ordinary 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life  are  greatly  enhanced 
on  the  consumer.  To  carry  on  the  war,  it  has  been 
thought  advisable  entirely  to  cut  off  commerce;  and 
the  bitter  tribulation  of  the  Boston  port  bill  of  1774 
is  again  to  be  realized  on  an  infinitely  more  extended 
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scale.  Upon  the  poor  gleanings  and  remnant  of 
trade  the  more  precious  for  being  all  that  was  left, 
the  complicated  rigors  of  the  embargo  act  lately 
passed,  will  complete  with  an  unsparing  severity  the 
work  of  destruction,  which  British  cruizers  could 
not  accomplish. 

The  people  whom  we  represent,  are  suffering  se- 
verely under  the  operation  of  this  baleful  policy, 
against  which  we  would  solemnly  remonstrate.  But 
when  we  cast  our  eyes  further,  and  look  to  its  effects 
in  another  part  of  the  continent ; when  we  consider 
the  still  greater  miseries  of  the  people  of  New-Eng- 
land,  accustomed  to  live  on  navigation,  and  now  de- 
prived of  the  ordinary  means  of  subsistence  ; when 
we  reflect  also  on  the  aggravated  causes  of  disgust 
to  that  invaluable  people,  who  perceive  that,  by  the 
formation  of  new  stales  out  of  the  limits  of  our  an- 
cient territory,  they  must  necessarily  lose  all  share 
of  influence  in  the  national  councils,  where  other  in- 
terests, as  they  suppose,  have  already  obtained  an 
injurious  ascendancy ; when  we  meditate  on  the  pos- 
sible tendency  of  these  irritations,  added  to  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  immediate  and  general  distress, 
although  vve  have  full  confidence  in  the  faithful  in- 
tegrity of  our  eastern  brethern,  yet,  as  they  arc  men, 
we  are  free  to  confess,  these  reflections  render  us 
deeply  and  doubly  solicitous,  that  peace  should  be 
restored,  without  delay,  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
and  the  salvation  of  the  Union. 

Convinced  as  we  have  been,  that  the  war  might 
haye  been  avoided,  and  that  peace  might  be  restored, 
without  dishonor  to  the  country,  the  present  con- 
juncture seems  to  us  highly  favorable  for  a reconci- 
liation with  England,  if  it  is  fairly  and  honestly 
desired.  The  late  auspicious  events  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  have  humbled  the  power  of  the 
proud  oppressor  of  the  earth.  With  the  malignity  of 
the  spirit  of  evil,  he  had  stood  on  his  “bad  emi- 
nence,” the  scourge  of  the  world,  the  disseminator 
of  bloody  discord  and  dissention  among  the  nations. 
Wherever  his  arms  or  his  arts  could  reach,  he  has 
been  the  fell  disturber  of  the  tranquility  and  hap- 
piness of  every  region.  3f  the  sceptre  of  the  tyrant  is 
not  irreparably  broken,  we  may  at  least  hope,  that 
limits  are  permanently  set  to  his  inordinate  sway. 
We  trust  that  “the  wicked  shall  now  cease  from 
troubling;”  and  viewing  him  as  the  atrocious  author 
of  all  the  wanton  and  dreadful  strife,  which  per- 
vades the  old  and  new  world,  we  do  hope  that  Ins 
tremendous  capacity  for  mischief  being  terminated 
or  restrained,  no  barrier  will  remain  against  a re- 
newal of  friendly  intercourse  between  those  powers, 
that  have  been  opposed  to  each  other  in  battle  array 
by  the  violence  and  frauds  of  the  arch-enemy  of 
human  liberty.  We  would  therefore  ardently  implore 
the  constituted  authorities  of  this  nation,  that  the 
negotiations  about  to  be  instituted  may  be  carried 
on  with  a just  and  earnest  intention  of  bringing 
them  to  an  amicable  result ; that  the  evils  of  this 
unprofitable  and  pernicious  war  may  not  be  pro- 
tracted; and  that  peace  with  all  its  blessings  and 
advantages,  may  soon  be  permitted  to  dawn  again  on 
our  shores,  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  disquietude  that 
now  exists,  and  to  dispel  the  darker  terrors  of  a 
tempest,  which  threatens,  in  its  continuance,  to 
consign  trie  dearest  hopes,  the  harmony  and  the 
liberties  of  this  united  empire,  to  irretrievable 
destruction. 

Head  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  mode  the 
order  ol  the  day  for  Friday;  when  it  was  adopted. 


Promptitude. — The  president  of  the  U.  States  on 
the  27th  and  28th  ult.  signed  the  bills  for  filling  the 
panics  of  the  regular  army,  &c.  see  page  373. 


Proceedings  of  Congress. 

SENATE. 

Monday , Jan.  31. — The  senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  allowing 
a bounty  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crews  of  priva- 
teers ; which  was  amended  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

[This  bill  was  passed  on  Tuesday — it  appropriates 
$200,000  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a bounty  of  $100 
for  every  prisoner  captured  on  the  high  seas  and 
brought  into  port  by  private  armed  vessels.] 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  (British) 
articles. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  for 
further  amendment — Negatived,  15  to  13. 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  having  been  filled,  it  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed — Yeas  16,  nays  12,  as 
follows  : 

For  the  passage  qf  the  bill— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  of  Geo.  Bled- 
soe, Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Leib,  Morrow,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington. 

Against  its  passage— "Messrs.  Daggart,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Ger- 
man. Gilman,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPItF.SKNTATITES. 

Thursday , Jan.  27- — Much  business  of  a private  or 
local  nature  was  presented  and  disposed  of — 

Mr.' King  (of  Mass.)  after  some  remarks  introdu- 
ced the  following  resolutions  ; 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  people 
in  congress  assembled,  cannot  consistently  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the  nature  of  our 
government,  refuse  to  consider  any  resolution  offered 
by  any  one  of  said  representatives.  Thei’efore, 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  refusal  by  the  majority  in 
this  house  to  consider  the  resolution  offered  by  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts, 
on  Friday  the  1.4th  of  Jan.  1814,  asserting  the  right 
of  the  people  and  of  the  respective  states  to  a free 
state  coasting  trade,  interdicted  by  an  act  of  con- 
gress, was.  an  infringement  of  the  right  of  the  repre- 
sentative, and  of  the  privilege  of  a member  of  this 
house,  to  be  heard  on  this  floor  in  behalf  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  an  injury  to  the  people.  And  there- 
fore. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
this  house,  not  to  consider  the  resolutions  before 
named,  offered  by  a member  on  Friday  the  14th  inst. 
on  the  subject  of  the  state  coasting  trade,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

And  to  provide  against  such  abuse  in  future. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  this  house,  viz  : That  every  ori- 
ginal motion  or  resolution  in  writing,  offered  by  any 
member  (the  nature,  reason,  and  object  being  first 
stated  by  him,  if  he  sees  fit)  shall  be  immediately 
received  by  the  clerk  and  read,  and  thereupon  be 
before  the  house  for  consideration,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  the  house  may  judge  right.  And  such  resolu- 
tions and  motions  shall  be  in  order,  and  be  called  for 
by  the  speaker,  immediately  after  reports  from  se-> 
lect  committees  ; and  if  any  question  of  priority 
arise,  it  shall  be  decided  in  the  order  of  states,  as  is 
the  case  of  petitions. 

A question  having  been  raised  whether  these  re- 
solves did  not  come  under  the  rule  which  requires 
propositions  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  house  to  lie 
on  the  table  one  day  before  taken  up, 

The  speaker  decided  that  the  three  first  resolutions 
Were  not  of  that  character. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  on  the  con- 
siderat  on  of  these  resolutions — 

Mr.  Culpepper  of  N.  C.  called  for  a division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  resolve 
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He  said  he  would  vote  for  considering  the  first,  but 
he  could  not  vote  for  considering  the  others. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the  first 
resolve  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  consideration  43 

Against  it  . 92 

The  speaker  having  stated  the  question  on  the  2d 
and  3d  resolves — 

Mr.  Murfree  of  N.  C.  enquired  whether  the  speak- 
er was  required,  by  the  rules  or  practice  of  the 


•he  house  a view  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  the 
offices  of  the  accountant  of  this  department,  and  of 
the  paymaster  of  the  army,  and  to  suggest  mea- 
sures to  secure  the  accountability  of  the  public 
agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unset- 
tled accounts  connected  with  the  war  department — 
1 have  to  report  that  a satisfactory  view  of  the  un- 
settled accounts  in  either  of  these  offices  has  not 
been  and  (agreeably  to  the  enclosed  statements  of 
the  paymaster  of  the  army  and  of  the  accountant) 


house,  to  put  the  question  of  consideration  on  every  cannot  be  rendered  by  them  within  any  definitive 
motion,  no  matter  how  preposterous,. that  should  be  ] period  of  time. 

proposed.  Was  such  amotion  as  these  resolves  em-j  The  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of  public 
braced  in  order  ? [agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unset- 

The  speaker  replied,  that  however  he  might  regret  j tied  accounts,  l have  the  honor  to  suggest — 1st. 
the  matter  and  language  of  this  motion  there  was  j That  an  office  be  established,  in  which  all  accounts, 
no  discretion  reposed  in  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  [whether  in  specie  or  in  kind,  connected  with  the 
putting  the  question  on  it.  The  motion  was  there- j military  and  Indian  departments,  shall  be  adjusted, 
fore  in  order. 


Mr.  Gaston  of  N.  C.  required  a division  of  this 
question  : 

And  the  question  was  accordingly  taken  on  the 
consideration  of  the  2d  resolution,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

For  consideration  17 

Against  it  115 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  consideration 
of  the  3d  resolution,  and  deckled  in  the  negative  as 
follows : 

For  consideration  21 

Against  it  102 

So  the  house  resolved  that  it  would  not  now  consi- 
der either  of  the  three  first  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  King.  The  other  lies  on  the  table  for  one  day 
according  to  a rule  of  the  house. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  regiments  of 
riflemen.  After  considerable  debate,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Friday,  January  28.— After  the  usual  minor  busi 
ness,  the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
raising  three  rifle  regiments.  Much  debate  was  had, 
b,it  at  length  amotion  offered  by  Mr.  Ridgely , being 
so  modified  as  to  authorise  the  conversion  of  five  re 
giments  into  riflemen,  instead  of  raising  three,  pre 
vailed — 97  to  55  ; and  the  bill  being  further  amend- 
ed on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  so  as  to  leave  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  president  to  use  the  authority  vest 
ed  therein,  was,  after  the  usual  formalities,  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson  oi'  Va.  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  Mr.  Pitkin  of  Con.  in  the  chair ; and 
took  up  Mr.  Jackson’s  motion  to  amend  the  constitu- 
tion, so  as  to  vest  in  congress  the  power  to  lay  a 
duty  on  exports,  to  make  roads  and  canals,  and  to 
establish  a national  bank,  8tc.  After  Mr.  Jackson 
had  explained  the  reasons  and  motives  that  induced 
him  to  introduce  the  motion,  the  committee  rose, 
had  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  house  adjourned  un- 
til Monday. 

[A  bill  granting  the  petition  of  Paul  Cuffe  has 
passed  both  houses  of  congress.] 

[The  following  are  the  names  of  the  members  of 
congress  who  voted  against  Mr.  Findley’s  motion  of 
thanks  to  the  late  speaker,  Mr.  Clay,  viz.  Messrs. 
Hanson,  Gvosvenor,  Pickering,  Davenport,  Gaston, 
Lewis,  Pearson,  Pitkin  and  Sheffey.] 

Monday , Jan.  31. — Many  petitions  were  presented 
and  referred. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
report  from  the  secretary  of  war  : 

War  Department,  January  28. 
Sir — Conformably  to  a resolution  of  the  honora- 
ble the  house  of  representatives  of  the  31st  July 
last,  requiring  the  secretary  of  war  to  lay  before 


accredited  and  settled,  conformably  to  rules  and  re- 
gulations to  be  prescribed  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment : and, 

2d.  That  to  render  efficient  the  pay  department  of 
the  army,  which  is  now  best  adapted  to  a small  and 
peace  establishment — and  to  secure  the  regular  and 
punctual  payment  of  the  troops,  a new  organization 
be  adopted,  to  consist  of  a paymaster-general  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  with  such  deputy,  dis- 
trict and  assistant  paymasters,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  may  require — neither  of  whom  shall  be- 
long,tp  the  line  of  the  army. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

After  some  time  spent  in  considering  the.  bill  to 
allow  further  time  of  payment  to  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  Mr.  Jackson's  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

No  disposition  appearing  to  debate  the  same — 

The  committee  immediately  rose,  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  said  resolution,  and  the  house 
took  up  the  report. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  in  their  agreement  to  the  first 
member  of  said  resolution  (granting  to  congress  the 
power  of  taxing  exports  ) 

After  some  remarks  from  several  members,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  postpon- 
ed until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens  of  N.  C.  the  house 
took  up  tiie  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on 
his  proposition  to  amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to 
establish  an  uniform  mode  of  election,  by  districts, 
of  the  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  U.  States. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Yancey  and  Rich  advocated,  and 
Messrs.  Grosvenor  and  Ward,  (of  Mass.)  opposed  the 
resolution. 

The  question  on  concurrence  with  the  committee 
of  the  whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment, was  decided  as  follows  : 

For  concurrence. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Card,  Raylies, 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Bwgham, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Davis,  of  Penn.  Denoyelles,  Dewey, 
Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley.  Fisk,  ol  N.  Y.  For- 
syth, Geckles,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Grosyenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Has- 
brouck,  Hopkins  of  N.  Y.  Howell, Hufty,  lugersoll,  Ingliam,  Ken*, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  M'Coy,  Moffit, 
Mosely,  Markel!,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plea- 
sants, Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea,  of  Pen.  Ro- 
berts, Buggies,  Sherwood,  Smith,  of  Pen.  Stutges,  Tallmadge, 
TaimehUl,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Utlree,  Vose,  Ward,  of 
Mass.  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Mass.  Winter— 83. 
Against  concurrence. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston , Archer,  Barnett,  Bavly.  of  Virg.  Breck- 
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tnridge,  Capevton,  CaWwell,  Calhoun,  C happell,  Clark,  Condit,  ^extreme  ifegret  and  disappointment  that  a dash  was 
Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch.  Culpeper,  Davis,  of  Mass.  Desha,  t f . *1.-,  yluV(*  hnrnl 

Forney,  Frankliu,  Gaston,  Ghotson,  Goldsborough,  Gourdin,Grun-  , 1 m aae  again  St  lliem  , the  CieV  s RUlSt  tlal  e Dur  l 

’ ” ' TT - - * -•  - * ’ ‘ them  or  given  them  up  !” 

Specie.  A quantity  of  specie,  about  $ 140,000, 
was  boxed  up  in  .A fevy-York,  some  days  ago,  and  for- 


<ly,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Irving  of 
N.  Y.  Jackson,  of  R.  I.  Jackson,  of  Virg.  Kennedy,  Kent,  of  N.  Y. 
Kent,  of  Md.  King,  of  Mass.  King,  of  N.  C.  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  M‘Kim,  M‘Lean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Rhea,  of  Ten.  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Taggart,  White,  Williams, 
"Wilson,  of  Penn.  Wright,  Yancey— 64. 

So  the  house  resolved  to  concur  in  the  disagree- 
ment to  Mr.  Pickens’  resolution. 

Air.  Hall  of  Geo.  who  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
rose  to  move  a reconsideration,  with  a view  to  en- 
deavor to  obtain  an  amendment  whitjli  would  make 
it  acceptable  to  him,  viz  : to  make  the  election  uni- 
form by  general  ticket,  instead  of  by  districts  ; 

But  before  the  question  was  put  on  this  motion  the 
house  adjourned. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  reported  a bill  to  authorize  a loan  of 
millions  of  dollars. 

Tuesday , Feb.  1. — The  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday being  called  up— 

Air.  Hall  of  Geo.  withdrew  the  motion  lie  made 
before  the  house  yesterday  adjourned,  to  consider 
the  vote  ®n  Air.  Pickens’  resolutions.  lie  said  he 
was  informed  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  some 
gentleman  to  originate  a new  and  distinct  motion 
embracing  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Macon  offered  a resolution  to  close  the  Session 
on  the  7th  of  Alarch.  Laid  on  the  table. 

[A  good  deal  of  other  business  was  done,  not  suf- 
ficiently interesting,  either  as  news  or  for  record , to 
notice  in  this  ivork.] 

Wednesday,  Feb.  2.— Air.  Goldsborough  presented 
the  remonstrance  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the 
state  of  Alary  land — (see  page  375,)  which  was  read. 
Air.  G.  moved  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table  and  he 
prin'ed. 

Nearly  the  whole  day  was  spent  in  discussing  and 
speaking  o:'  this  article.  The  result  was,  that  Hie 
house  refused  to  print  it — ayes  68,  nays  98. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  a report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  made  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  31st.  Dec.  calling 
upon  the  president  for  information  relative  to  the 
failure  of  the  American  arms  on  the  northern  fron 
tier. 

This  report  comprises  simply  an  immense  mass  of 
d icuments  of  about  600  pages,  embracing  he  cor- 
respondence of  the  secretary  of  war  with  generals 
Dearborn,  Wilkinson,  Hampton,  Lewis,  Harrison, 
M‘Clure  and  other  military  commanders,  and  vari- 
ous correspondence  between  those  and  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  army.  The  message  and  do 
cuments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 


warded  for  Boston,  ostensibly  for  the  “Nevr -England 
Bank.”  Air.  Gelston,  collector  of  the  port  of  Xew- 
York,  seized  it,  under  a clause  of  the  embargo  law, 
had  it  brought  back  and  deposited  in  the  Manhattan 
Bank.  When  the  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
money  was  really  destined  for  Boston  he  will,  doubt- 
less, restore  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  stockholders 
of  the  New-England  Bank  have  petitioned  the  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  to  demand  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  the  restitution  of  the  money 
illegally  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New- 
York,  and  the  punishment  of  the  offender.  Th»  pe- 
tition lias  been  committed;  and  the  committee  to 
whom  the  same  was  refered,  commenting  severely 
on  the  act  of  Air.  Gelston,  have  directed  the  govern- 
or to  express  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  great  sensibility  which  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts feels  at  the  outrage  ; its  expectance  that 
the  money  will  be  immediately  restored,  kc.  and 
that  the  president  will,  moreover,  as  an  “atonement” 
to  the  injured  citizens  of  that  commonwealth,  re- 
move the  collector  from  office.  The  report  and  re- 
solutions passed  both  houses. 

Cash.  The  Jllbany  Argus  says,— “Such  has  been 
the  demand  for  specie  in  this  city,  for  the  Canada 
market , and  for  the  banks,  that  ten  per  cent,  premium 
lias  been  paid  for  it,  in  exchange  for  paper.” 

We  are  satisfied  that  mighty  efforts  will  be  made 
to  supply  the  enemy  with  this  needful  article  ; but 
would  hope  the  vigilance  of  our  officers  may  render 
the  commerce  too  hazardous.  British  government 
bills  are  at  a great  discount  in  Canada,  as,  indeed, 
they  are  in  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America , and  the 
bait  is  tempting. 

Smuggling. — Though  we  regret  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  a good  deal  of  this  business  done,  we 
are  happy  to  observe  that  valuable  seizures  are  fre- 
quently made — perhaps  they  may  check  the  com - 
merce. 

“Commerce.” — A smuggler  to  the  eastward,  on 
hearing  of  the  tight  provisions  of  the  embargo  law, 
set  fire  to  his  vessel,  in  great  rage  at  the  “destroyers 
of  commerce,”  and  she  was  consumed.  Have  the 
smugglers  and  neutrals  determined  to — give  up  the 
ship  ? Goods  to  the  value  of  25  ©r  #30,000  were  late- 
ly seized  near  Portland , Maine,  but  the  gang  of 
traitors  made  their  escape. 

AIanufactories. — The  eastern  papers  teem  with 
notices  of  new  manufactories.  They  increase  very 
rapidly  in  J\'ew-HamJ>shire  and  ^Massachusetts ; and 
must  and  will  bring  about  a home  feeling,  too  seldom 
an  inmate  of  the  counting  house. 

The  heroes  of  Erie. — Commodore  Perry  pub- 
licly acknowledges  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
Monday  last,  the  receipt  of  $51  55  from  the  Baptist 
Society  of  Fredericksburg,  (Va.)  and  #200  from 
i James  De  Wolf,  Esq.  of  II.  I.  as  donations  to  the 


AIISCELLANEOUS.  , ^ _ 

Com.  Pf.rrt.  We  prepared  for  the  press  some  ac-  j brave  men  who  were  wounded  in  the  battle  on  Erie 
count  of  the  very  splended  entertainment  given  to  I Commodore  Perry  partook  of  a splendid  enter- 
com.  Periy,  in  Baltimore,  on  Tuesday  last,  which  tainm 


accident  compels  us  to  postpone  for  the*  next  paper. 

Our  Navy.  1 he  British  generously  metamor- 
phosed our  frigates  into  ships  of  the  line,  some  time 
ago— and  now  by  a mere  dash  of  the  pen,  build  for 
us  whole  squadrons  of  frigates — take  the  following 
m evidence,  from  a late  London  paper  : 

“ About  a week  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  B. 
Warren,  in  the  St.  Jhmingo  with  the  Poictiers,  it  was 
known  that  commodore  ltodgers  with  six  frigates, 
'* as  Boston  harbor ; and  it  became  a matter  of 


inment  provided  in  honor  of  him,  at  Washington 
city,  on  the  25th  ult.  Several  of  the  high  officers  of 
state,  and  many  of  the  members  of  congress,  with  a 
great  number  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens 
were  present.  The  sentiments  delivered,  after  the 
cloth  was  removed,  were  full  of  pith  and  patriotism  : 
take  the  following  as  examples— 

The  United  States  of  America — Rich  in  resources 
and  dignified  in  policy — attached  to  peace — un- 
daunted in  war. 

The  principles  of  the  declaration  of  Qur  indepen, 
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<3cnce — Withered  be  the  apostate  hand  that  would 
abandon  them. 

Our  rights — to  be  secured  by  negotiation  if  they 
can — Rv  cannon  law  if  they  must. 

The  freedom  of  the  seas — America  acknowledges 
no  maritime  right  paramount  to  her  own. 

The  Union — A bulwark  which  denies  menace  and 
defies  attack. 

By  Henry  Clay , Esq.— The  policy  which  looks  to 
peace  as  the  end  of  war — and  to  the  war  as  the 
means  of  peace. 

By  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives — 
“Don’t  give  up  the  ship.” 

The  no  a n to  peace. — In  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  when  the  bill  for  increasing  the  bounty  to  re- 
cruits, &c.  was  before  that  house,  gen.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  concluded  a very  pithy  speech  with  the 
following  pungent  remarks — “In  fine,  my  opinion  is, 
that  to  ensure  an  honorable  peace,  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  by  land  and  sea  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
effect.  Fill  your  army,  garrison  your  large  cities, 
and  in  addition  to  your  ships  of  war,  purchase  and 
put  to  sea  thirty  fast  sailing  schooners  to  depredate 
on  the  commerce  of  your  enemy  ; then  your  envoys 
irill  he  respected.  Neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so,  and 
the  enemy  will  impose  his  own  terms. 

Niagara  frontier — The  assembly  of  New-York, 
by  a unanimous  vote,  granted  §50,000  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier.  The 
corporation  of  the  city  of  New-York,  voted  §3,000, 
and  that  of  Albany  gave  1000.  The  vote  of  the 
assembly  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
senate. 

From  the  lakes  we  have  nothing  particular  since 
our  last.  Capt.  Elliott  seems  well  prepared  for  the 
enemy  at  Erie ; and  the  militia  collected  there  are 
full  of  spirit.  They  are  stated  at  1950  men,  under 
gen.  Mead.  The  lake  was  open  on  the  17th  inst.  and 
will  probably  remain  so  during  the  winter,  which  is 
considered  fortunate  for  us.  A fellow  has  been  tak- 
en up  at  Erie  as  a spy  ; he  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  enemy  who  was  at  the  burning  of  Buffalo,  and  is 
in  confinement. 

Plattsburg — The  following  is  general  Wilkinson’s 
reply  to  the  application  of  the  magistrates  and  citi- 
zens of  Plattsburg  for  protection  against  an  expect- 
ed incursion  of  the  enemy — it  does  honor  to  his  head 
and  heart  ? 

“Malone,  Jan.  5th,  1814. 

“ Gentlemen — I received  yesterday,  at  1 o’clock, 
P.  M.  your  address  of  the  2nd  inst.  and  within  an 
hour  after,  the  courier  was  on  his  return,  with  such 
orders  and  instructions  as  may,  I trust,  place  you  in 
safety,  against  any  attack  from  the  enemy,  until  1 
can  reinforce  you  with  a column  of  men,  the 
front  of  which  will  be  with  you  to-morrow  , and  if 
my  convalescence  should  continue,  I shall  follow  a 
day  or  two  after. 

Devoted  to  the  service  of  our  common  country, 
next  to  its  independence  and  honor,  it  is  a duty,  as 
pleasing  to  me  as  it  is  solemn  to  allbrd  all  the  protec- 
tion in  the  power  of  the  troops  I command,  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  my  fellow  citizens. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Festivals.— /There  have  been  several  festivals  in 
the  United  States  in  honor  of  “ Alexander  the  De- 
liverer”—but  Alexander  the  Mediator  has  not  been 
toasted.  How  is  it? 

Puht.ic  prisons. — Tt  is  among  the  happy  peculiari- 
ties of  the  United  States,  that  their  government  has 
no  public  prison.  Every  other  nation  in  the  [civilized] 
world  has  its  bastiles , towers , castles , &c.  which  open 
and  shut  at  the  command  of  their  administration. 
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The  several  states  composing  our  republic  have,  we 
believe,  unanimously,  by  law  permitted  the  use  of 
their  common  jails  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the 
prisoners  of  the  United  states.  It  is  needless  to  re- 
mark, that  thus  circumstanced,  our  government 
cannot  inflict  in  secret  those  punishments  and  priva- 
tions which  give  horror  to  the  prisons  of  Europe. 

The  late  confinement  of  certain  British  prisoners, 
held  in  retaliation,  in  the  jail  at  Worcester,  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  excited  great  sensibility  among  the 
leading  men  in  that  state. In  the  present  tem- 

per ot  the  majority  of  the  legislature,  it  is  pro- 
bable the  law  of  1798,  (which  granted  the  use  of 
the  jails  of  that  state  to  the  United  States,)  will  be 
repealed.  Indeed,  a bill  was  brought  forward  ten  or 
twelve  days  ago,  explanatory  of  that  law,  and  direct- 
ing the  sheriffs  “to  discharge  the  pnsoners  of  -wav’* 
in  ten  days  after  the  passage  thereof  unless  previous- 
ly discharged  by  the  United  States.  It  is  not  our 
design  to  speak  of  the  motives  that  urge  this  pro- 
cedure , nor  extol  that  sensibility  which  feels  for  the 
enemy— but  to  call  the  public  attention  to  the  effect 
it  may  have.  As  sosietv  is  situated,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  must  have  prisons ; if  the  states 
refuse  the  use  of  their  commoti  jails,  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity exists  for  the  erection  of  prisons,  to  be  con- 
trolled only  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose 
doors  shall  open  and  shut  by  order  of  the  president,  or 
judges  of  the  United  States’  courts.  In  almost  every 
state,  certain  pieces  .of  ground  have  been  ceded  to 
the  United  States  ; in  Massachusetts  there  are  seve- 
ral ; and  on  each  of  them  we  may  see,  a few  years 
hence,  a prison  of  the  United  States.  Let  the  people 
reflect  a moment  and  see  the  danger  resulting  from 
the  headlong  proceedings  of  infuriated  party.  If 
the  good  sense  of  Massachusetts  shall  not  reject  this 
opposition  to  the  general  government,  the  present 
session  of  congress  will  hardly  close  without  the 
passage  of  a law  for  erecting  a government  prison 
within  the  state  of  Massachusetts* 

Bhitish  “moderation”  and  very  « liberty ” loviig 
“and  religious.”— From  a Halifax  paper,  Jan.  8— “In 
contemplating  the  effects  that  are  likely  to  recur 
from  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon— the  inhabitants  of 
this  and  our  sister  provinces  cannot  fail  to  be  grati- 
fied at  the  predicament  in  which  his  pander  Madison 
is  placed  ; that  monster  with  all  the  vices  which 
blacken  the  character  of  the  French  ruler,  without 
a scruple  of  the  shadow  even  of  virtue  to  throw  into 
the  opposite  scale  is  now  at  the  mercy  (thanks  to 
Almighty  justice)  of  the  nation  he  vainly  and  im- 
piously endeavored  to  destroy,  and  with  it  the  free- 
dom and  happiness  of  the  world— That  Great  Bri- 
tain is  entitled  to  every  assistance  she  may  deem  it 
proper  to  demand  from  her  allies  is  undeniable; 
that  they  will  grant  all  she  wishes  is  equally  certain 
— what  then  has  America  to  hope  ? rather  what  has 
she  not  to  dread  ! Destitute  as  she  is  of  a single  ex- 
cuse to  extenuate  her  monstrous  guilt,  of  a single 
claim  to  mitigate  the  punishment  that  awaits  her 
manifold  crimes  ; greatly  have  we  cause  to  rejoice, 
but  not  without  a mixture  of  fear,  judging  from 
former  events,  that  this  opportunity  of  humbling  an 
unnatural  and  unprincipled  enemy,  and  preventing 

a repetition  of  his  base  designs,  may  also  be  lost. 

It  is  not  the  wish,  perhaps  would  not  be  the  interest 
of  G.  Britain,  to  repossess  her  rebellious  colonies,  but 
a portion  given  to  her  allies,  would  at  once  secure 
those  she  wishes  to  retain,  and  do  good  to  the  Ame- 
ricans in  spite  of  themselves,  by  giving  them  a GO- 
VERNMENT ! !” 

“Goody  gracious  !’* 

Lieut.  Wm.  W.  Smith.  It  is  with  deep  regret  we 
inform  oirr  readers  that  the  account  published  in  our 
last  paper  of  the  death  ot  this  young  hero  has  been 
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confirmed  by  a letter  which  his  brother,  the  post- 
master of  this  city,  has  just  received  from  general 
Wilkinson. 

The  anxiety  which  has  been  so  generally  manifest- 
ed  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  lieutenant  Smith,  induced 
us  request  an  extract  of  the  letter  for  publication, 
which  lias  been  furnished,  and  is  in  these  words  : 

“ Your  gallant  brother  is  no  more — he  died  on  the 
2d  of  December.  He  was  wounded  through  the  hips, 
bore  his  sufferings  with  vast  firmness,  and  met  death 
with  a smile.  He  begged  that  his  regimental  coat 
might  be  buried  with  him  under  his  head.  It  is  a 
fact  that  so  conspicuous  was  Jiis  youth’s  gallantry 
and  so  mortal  his  fire,  that  a British  subaltern  fired 
three  shot  at  him,  and  gave  two  or  three  platoons  the 
same  direction.” 

The  death  of  this  young  officer  may  be  considered 
a public  misfortune  ; for  like  our  lamented  fellow- 
citizen  Pike , he  received  a military  education,  and 
like  him  possessed  all  the  qualifications  requisite  to 
form  an  able  commander.  Had  it  pleased  Heaven  to 
spare  his  life,  he  would  no  doubt  in  due  time  have 
held  a distinguished  rank  in  the  army ; but  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Sacred  however  be  the  Will 
of  Providence.  His  death  has  been  a glorious  one, 
and  liis  name  will  be  handed  down  to  posterity  with 
honor. Fredonian. 

By  his  excellency  lieutenant  general  sir  George  Pre. 

roost , Baronet , commander  of  his  majesty's  forces 

in  J\'oPth  America , &c.  &c.  c 6c. 

To  the  inhabitants  ©f  his  majesty’s  provinces  in 
North  Amei'ica. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

The  complete  success  which  has  attended  his  ma- 
jesty’s arms  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  having  placed 
in  our  possession  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  posts  on 
that  line,  it  became  a matter  of  imperious  duty,  to 
retaliate  on  America,  the  miseries  which  the  unfor- 
tunate inhabitants  of  Newark  had  been  made  to  suf- 
fer upon  the  evacuation  of  fort  George. 

The  villages  of  Lewiston,  Black  Itock,  and  Buffa- 
lo, have  accordingly  been  burned. 

At  the  same  time  that  his  excellency  the  com- 
mander of  the  forces  sincerely  deprecates  this  mode 
of  warfare,  he  trusts,  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
call  the  attention  of  every  candid  and  impartial  per-1 
son,  both  amongst  ourselves  and  the  enemy,  to  the 
circumstances  from  which  it  has  arisen,  to  satisfy 
them  that  this  departure  from  the  established  usages 
of  war  has  originated  with  America  herself,  and 
that  to  her  alone,  are  justly  chargeable,  all  the  aw- 
ful and  unhappy  consequences  which  have  hitherto 
flowed,  and  are  likely  to  result  from  it. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  employed  on  the  American  coast,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  liis  majesty’s  squadron,  under  admiral  sir 
John  B.  Warren,  since  they  were  neither  within  the 
command,  nor  subject  to  the  control  of  his  excel- 
lency, their  acts  cannot  be  ascribable  to  him,  even 
if  they  wanted  that  justification  which  the  circum- 
stances which  occasioned  them,  so  amply  afford. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  and 
in  order  to  mark  the  character  of  the  war,  as  carried 
on  upon  the  frontiers  of  these  provinces,  to  trace 
the  line  of  cortdnct  observed  by  liis  excellency,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  and  to  contrast  it  with  that  of 
the  enemy. 

The  first  invasion  of  Upper  Canada  took  place  in 
July,  1812,  when  the  American  forces,  under  briga- 
dier general  Hull,  crossed  over  and  took  possession 
of  Sandwich,  where  they  began  to  manifest  a dispo- 
sition so  different  from  that  of'  a magnanimous  ene- 
my, and  Which  they  have  since  invariably  displayed, 


in  marking  out,  as  objects  of  their  peculiar  resent* 
ment,  the  loyal  subjects  of  h is  majesty,  and  in  doom- 
ing their  property  to  p under  and  conflagration. 

Various  instances  of  this  kind  occurred  bo  h at 
Sandwich  and  in  its  neighborhood,  at  the  very  peri- 
od when  his  majesty’s  standard  was  waving  upon 
the  fort  of  Miciiilimacinac,  and  affording  protection 
to  the  persons  and  property  of  those  who  had  sub- 
mitted to  it  : Within  a few  weeks  afterward-,  the 
British  flag  was  also  hoisted  on  the  fortress  of  De- 
troit, which,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  Michi- 
gan territory,  had  surrendered  to  his  m jesty’s  arms.. 

Had  not  his  excellency  been  actuated  by  senti- 
ments far  different  from  those  which  had  influenced 
the  American  government,  and  the  persons  employ- 
ed by  it,  in  the  wanton  acts  of  the  destruction  of 
private  property,  committed  during  their  short  oc- 
cupation of  a part  of  Upper  Canada,  liis  excellency 
could  not  have  Failed  to  have  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  which  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
whole  of  the  Michigan  territory,  afforded  him  of 
am  pi}’  retaliating  for  the  devastating  system  which 
had  been  pursued  at  Sandwich  and  on  the  Thames, 

But  strictly  in  conformity  to  the  views  and  dispo- 
sition of  his  own  government,  and  to  that  liberal  and 
magnanimous  policy  which  it  had  dictated,  he  chose 
rather  to  forbear  an  imitation  of  the  enemy’s  exam- 
ple, in  the  hope,  that  such  forbearance  would  be  du- 
ly appreciated  by  the  government  of  the  LTnited 
States,  and  would  produce  a return  to  the  more  ci- 
vilized usages  of  war. 

The  persons  and  property,  therefore,  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Michigan  territory,  were  respected, 
and  remain  unmolested.  In  the  winter  of  the  follow 
ing  year,  when  the  success  which  attended  the  dar- 
ing and  gallant  enterprize  against  Ogdensburgh  had 
placed  that  populous  and  flourishing  village  in  our 
possession,  the  generosity  of  the  British  character 
was  again  conspicuous,  in  the  scrupulous  preserva- 
tion of  every  article  which  could  be  considered  as 
private  property  ; such  public  buildings  only  being 
destroyed  as  were  used  for  the  accommodation  of 
troops  and  for  public  stores. 

The  destruction  of  the  defences  of  Ogdensburgh, 
and  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, laid  open  ^Ihe  whole  of  their  frontier  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  to  .he  incursions  of  his  majesty’s 
troops,  and  Hamilton,  as  well  as  the  numerous  set- 
tlements on  the  banks  of  the  river,  might,  at  any 
hour,  had  such  been  the  disposition  of  his  majesty’s 
government,  or  of  those  acting  under  it,  been  plun- 
dered and  laid  waste. 

During  the  course  of  the  following  summer,  by 
the  fortunate  result  of  the  enterprize  against  Platts- 
burgh, lhat  town  was  for  several  hours  in  the  com- 
plete possession  of  our  troops,  there  not  being  any 
force  in  the  neighborhood  which  could  attempt  a re- 
sistance. Yet  even  there,  under  circumstances  of 
strong  temptation,  and  when  the  recent  example  of 
the  enemy  in  the  wanton  destruction  at  York,  of 
private  proporty,  and  buildings  not  used  for  military 
purposes,  must  have  been  fresh  in  the  recollection 
of  the  forces  employed  on  that  occasion,  and  would 
have  justified  a retaliation  on  their  part,  their  for- 
bearance was  strongly  manifested,  and  the  directions 
his  excellency  had  given  to  the  commander  of  that 
expedition,  so  scrupulously  obeyed,  that  scarcely 
can  another  instance  be  shown  in  which  during  a 
state  of  war,  and  under  similar  circumstances,  an 
enemy,  so  completely  under  the  power  and  at  the 
mercy  of  their  adversaries,  had  so  little  cause  of 
complaint. 

During  the  course  of  the  same  summer,  forts 
Schlosser  and  Black  Rock,  were  surprized  and  taken 
by  a part  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of  major- 
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general  De  Rottenburg  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  at  j ark,  it  is  not  his  intention  to  pursue  further  a sys- 
both  of  which  places  personal  property  was  respect-  tem  of  warfare  so  revolting  to  his  own  feelings,  and 
eci,  and  the  public  buildings  alone  were  destroyed 


It  was  certainly  matter  of  just  and  reasonable  ex- 
pectation, that  the  humane  and  liberal  course  of  con- 
duct pursued  by  his  excellency  on  those  different 
occasions,  would  have  had  its  due  weight  on  the 
American  government,  and  would  have  led  it  to 
have  abstained,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
war,  from  any  acts  of  wantonness  or  violence  which 
could  only  tend  unnecessarily  to  add  to  its  ordinary 
calamities,  and  to  bring  down  upon  their  unoffend- 
ing citizens  a retaliation,  which,  though  distant, 
they  must  have  known  would  await  and  certainly 
follow  such  conduct. 

Undeterred,  however,  by  his  excellency’s  exam- 
ple of  moderation,  or  by  any  of  the  consequences 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  adoption  of  such  barba- 
rous measures,  the  American  forces  at  fort  George, 
acting,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  under  the 
orders,  or  with  the  approbation  of  their  government, 
for  some  time  previous  to  their  evacution  of  that 
fortress,  under  various  pretensions,  burned  and  de- 
stroyed the  farm  houses  and  buildings  of  many  of 
the  respectable  and  peaceable  inhabitants  of  that 
neighborhood.  But  the  full  measure  of  this  species 
of  barbarity  remained  to  be  completed  at  a season 
when  all  its  horrors  might  be  more  fully  and  keenly 
felt  by  those  who  were  to  become  the  wretched  vic- 
tims of  it. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  by  those  who  shall  here- 
after read  it  in  the  page  of  history,  that  in  the  en- 
lightened aera  of  the  19th  century,  and  in  the  incle- 
mency of  a Canadian  winter,  the  troops  of  a nation 
calling  itself  civilized  and  Christian,  had  wantonly; 
and  without  the  shadow  of  a pretext,  forced  400 
helpless  women  and  children  to  quit  their  dwellings, 
and  to  be  the  mounful  spectators  of  the  conflagra- 
tion and  total  destruction  of  all  that  belonged  to 
them. 

Yet  such  was  the  fate  of  Newark  on  the  10th  of 
December,  a day  which  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada  can  never  forget,  and  the  recollection  of 
which  cannot  but  nerve  their  arms  when  opposed  to 
their  vindictive  foe.  On  the  night  of  that  day,  the 
American  troops  under  brigadier-general  M‘Clure, 
being  about  to  evacuate  fort  George,  which  they 
could  no  longer  retain,  by  an  act  of  inhumanity  dis- 
graceful to  themselves  and  to  the  nation  to  which 
they  belong,  set  fire  to  upwards  of  150  houses,  com- 
posing the  beautiful  village  of  Newark,  and  burned 
them  to  the  ground,  leaving  without  covering  or 
shelter  those  “innocent,  unfortunate  and  distressed 
inhabitants,”  whom  that  officer,  by  his  proclamation, 
had  previously  engaged  to  protect. 

His  excellency  would  have  ill  consulted  the  honor 
of  his  country,  and  the  justice  due  to  his  majesty’s 
injured  and  insulted  subjects,  had  he  permitted  an 
act  of  such  needless  cruelty  to  pass  unpunished,  or 
had  he  failed  to  visit,  whenever  the  opportunity  ar- 
rived, upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  Ame- 
rican frontier,  the  calamities  thus  inflicted  upon 
those  of  our  own. 

The  opportunity  has  occured,  and  a full  measure 
of  retaliation  has  taken  place,  sucii  as  it  is  hoped 
will  teach  the  enemy  to  respect,  in  future,  the  laws 
of  war  and  recall  him  to  a sense  of  what  is  due  to 
himself  as  well  as  to  us. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  the  contest  to  which 
so  extraordinary  a character  has  been  given,  bis  ex- 
cellency must  be  guided  by  the  course  of  conduct 
which  the  enemy  shall  hereafter  pursue.  Lament- 
ing, as  his  excellency  does,  the  necessity  imposed 
upon  him  of  retaliating  upon  the  subjects  of  Ame- 
rica the  miseries  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants  of  New* 


so  little  congenial  to  the  British  character,  unless 
the  future  measures  of  the  enemy  should  compel 
him  again  to  resort  to  it. 

To  those  possessions  of  the  enemy  along  the  whole 
line  of  frontier  which  have  hitherto  remained  undis- 
turbed, and  which  are  now  within  his  excellency’s 
reach,  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  troops  under  his 
command,  his  excellency  has  determined  to  extend 
the  same  forbearance  and  the  same  freedom  from 
rapine  and  plunder,  which  they  have  hitherto  expe- 
rienced ; and  from  this  determination  tiie  future  con- 
duct of  the  American  government  shall  alone  in- 
duce his  excellency  to  depart. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  provinces  will  in  the 
mean  time  be  prepared  to  resist,  with  firmness  and 
witli  courage,  whatever  attempts  the  resentment  of 
the  enemy,  arising  from  their  disgrace  and  their  me- 
rited sufferings,  may  lead  them  to  make,  well  as- 
sured that  they  will  be  powerfully  assisted  at  all 
points  by  the  troops  under  his  excellency’s  command 
and  that  prompt  and  signal  vengeance  will  be  taken 
for  every  fresh  departure  by  the  enemy,  from  that 
system  of  warfare,  which  ought  alone  to  subsist  be- 
tween enlightened  and  civilized  nations. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  Quebec, 
this  12th  day  of  Jan.  1814. 

GEORGE  PREVOST. 

By  his  excellency's  command , 

E.  H.  BRENTON. 

[The  foregoing  is  a pure  “British  official” — and 
abounds  with  wilful  and  evident  falshood^.  It  was 
made  for  the  “ party  in  America .”] — Ed.  Reg. 

MILITARY. 

General  Wilkinson's  late  visit  to  Waterford  had  for 
its  object  the  forwarding  certain  measures  for  the 
defence  of  Sackett's  Harbor , which  is  menaced  by 
the  enemy,  which  having  put  into  train,  he  returned 
rapidly  to  his  army  at  French  Mills.  It  is  said  that 
he  had  learned  that  sir  George  Prevost  designed  to 
attack  him,  but  that  he  entertained  no  fears  for  such 
event.  It  appears  very  evident  that  the  enemy  con- 
templates some  dashing  expedition,  having  hired  or 
pressed  a great  number  of  sleighs. 

Promotions.  Brigadier-generals  Izard  and  Brown, 
have  been  appointed  major-generals  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States — and  colonels  Alexander  M‘ Comb9 
and  Thomas  A.  Smith  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier-generals. 

Brigadier-general  Parker  arrived  in  Norfolk,  the 
22nd  ult.  to  command  at  that  post.  lie  is  an  excel- 
lent officer. 

Pittsburg , January  19.  A letter  has  been  received 
from  Samuel . Douglas , esq.  commanding  the  Pitts- 
burg volunteers,  by  the  editor  of  the  commonwealth, 
dated  at  Meadville,  January  10,  which  states  that 
from  the  enemy’s  taking  so  many  sleds  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Buffalo,  the  American  troops  all 
felt  confident  of  his  determination  to  cross  to  Erie 
as  soon  as  the  ice  can  bear  him.  If  he  does  not  come 
to  Erie,  says  Mr.  Douglass,  my  company  will  unani- 
mously volunteer  to  assist  in  dislodging  him  from 
Fort  Niagara. 

The  Creeks. — The  first  army  from  Tennessee  lias 
been  nearly  disbanded.  Major-general  Jctckson  how- 
ever held  his  position,  soon  expecting  to  be  rein- 
forced. A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Register  from 
Nashville , dated  the  14th  inst.  says  that  a brigade’ of 
volunteers,  for  sixty  days,  had  marched,  who  were 
supposed  have  reached  him  some  time  before  that 
dale. — 2500  militia  were  raising  to  march  in  a few 
days  from  West  Tennessee,  and  about  the  same 
number  in  East  Tennessee,  to  join  general  Jackson. 
Colonel  Williams’  regiment  of  twelve  months  regu- 
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lars,  is  ordered  into  the  Creek  country.  General, 
Blount , of  Tennessee,  on  calling  out  the  requisition j 
of  militia  says — 

“ Tennesseeans  have  done  much  by  their  valor,  butt 
much  remains  to  be  done  to  effect  the  object  of) 
government  in  this  campaign  in  a desirable  manner,! 
and  as  is  contemplated  by  the  general  government) 
for  the  general  good,  and  for  the  immediate  and  j 
special  benefit  of  the  state.  Let  it  be  the  pleasure  of) 
Tennesseeans,  as  it  ever  lias  been,  to  aid  in  an  ac-j 
complishment  of  the  views  of  the  government  ofj 
our  choice,  which  is  found  to  be  actively  engaged 
in  securing  and  protecting  us  against  the  rude 
attacks  of  savages,  who  have  heretofore  drenched 
our  frontier  with  the  blood  of  innocent  women  and 
children.  JVoxu  is  the  accepted  time — act  all-— act 
promptly  and  vigorously — such  conduct  will  soon  put 
an  end  to  the  campaign  against  the  enemies  of  our 
peace,  and  will  secure  to  Tennesseeans  the  im- 
portant benefits  which  they  have  sought  for  years, 
with  the  best  efforts  of  government  in  their  favor  in 
time  of  peace.  And  above  all,  they  should  afford  to 
the  world  an  additional  unequivocal  evidence  of  their 
attachment  to  our  government — this  the  president 
most  confidently  relies  on.” 

The  Cherokees  and  Choctaws,  with  a considerable 
number  of  the  Creeks  remain  faithful.  They  have, 
of  themselves,  lately  conducted  several  active  en- 
terprizes  against  the  hostile  infdians.  A letter  from 
Savannah  has  the  following  paragraph — 

“ It  is  reported  from  good  authority,  that  colonel 
Hawkins,  who  has  been  endeavoring  for  many  years 
to  keep  peace  with  the  indians,  now  says  that  half  of 
the  “Creek  warriors  must  be  exterminated,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  killing  the  other  half,  who  are 
friendly  to  the  United  States” — and  the  work  of 
death,  l believe,  is  progressing  regularly  and  cer- 
tainly— probably  4 or  5000  will  be  the  number  sacri- 
ficed to  British  arts  and  policy. 

NAVAL. 


I of  her  class  that  has  been  launched  since  the  later 
law  for  increasing  the  navy;  some  of  which  are 
nearly  ready  for  sea. 

It  is  stated  that  the  keels  of  a very  heavy  frigate 
and  . of  two  brigs,  have  been  laid  at  Sackett’s  harbor. 

The  letter  of  marque  schooner  Herald  has  arrived 
at  Charleston  from  New- York.  On  the  26th  ultimo, 
on  the  southern  coast,  had  an  engagement  with  a 
schooner  under  British  colors.  At  4 o’clock,  P.  M. 
she  disappeared;  supposed  to  have  been  sunk. 

An  American  privateer  of  24  guns  sailed  from 
Bordeaux  in  October  last. 

BLOCKADE  Or  NEW-LONDON. 

From  the Ncio-London  Gazette, Jan.  20.— “On  Mon- 
day last  rear-admiral  Cockburn  arrived  before  this 
port,  with  his  flag,  we  understand,  flying  «n  board 
the  Sceptre  74,  accompanied  by  the  Victorious  74, 
captain  Talbot,  Acasta  frigate,  captain  Kerr,  one 
other  frigate,  and  two  sloops  of  war.  The  actual 
blockading  force  now  consists  of  three  74’s — four 
frigates — two  sloops  of  war  and  a gun-brig.” 

As  tlie  British  have  no  land  forces,  no  great  anx- 
iety is  felt  for  the  safety  of  Neu<- London  ; yet  com- 
modore Decatur  judging  more  correctly  of  what  he 
had  to  depend  on,  went  up  the  river  on  the  27th.  It 
is  intimated  full  faith  is  not  given  to  the  commanding 
general.  By  some  prisoners  who  have  come  from  the 
fleet  on  parole,  it  would  appear  that  the  enemy  have 
abandoned  their  original  design  of  attacking  New- 
London,  as  they  suppose  it  would  be  attended  with 
great  loss.  It  is  further  said  Cockburn  is  to  return 
to  the  Chesapeake. 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

The  enemy  has  been  moving  in  the  bay.  We  do 
pot  learn  that  they  have  performed  any  gallant  ex- 
ploit since  our  last.  The  Virginia  militia  are  pour- 
ing into-  Norfolk.  Many  of  them  are  from  the  moun- 
tains of  the  interior. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The  United  States  frigates  President , Constitution , 
Essex  and  Adams  are  at  sea,  as  are  also  the  brigs 
Enterprize  and  Rattlesnake.  Several  sloops  of  war 
will  probably  soon  be  on  the  ocean.  All  these  have 
spread  their  canvas  without  asking  “ permission ” of 
the  British  ! The  Adams , commanded  by  the  gal- 
lant Morris , got  out  of  the  Chesapeake  about  fifteen 
days  ago — the  Constellation  yet  lies  near  Norfolk — 
and  so  it  is,  that  the  wind  wiiich  might  serve  her 
to  get  down  the  river , will  not  carry  her  out  of  the 
bay.  It  is  again  reported  that  Rodgers  had  a brush 
with  a frigate,  not  the  Orpheus.  Perl  taps,  he  may 
have  come  athwart  two  of  them.  The  present  rumor 
says,  that  the  Acasta  has  arrived  at  Block  Island 
(off  New-London)  and  that  the  men  who  came 
ashore  in  the  boat  said,  they  had  fallen  in  with  the 
President  and  brought  her  to  action,  receiving  from 
her  three  or  four  broadsides,  by  which  they  lost 
many  men,  and  then  had  more  than  forty  of  Die 
wounded  in  the  cock-pit — but  that  the  74  which 
was  in  co.  with  the  Acasta , and  about  two  gun-shot 
distance  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  coming 
up,  Rodgers  turned  tail  to  them  and  went  on  his  way. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Argus  was  launched  at  the 
navy-yard,  Washington  cit)'-,  on  Saturday  last,  in  the 
presence  of  a great  assembly  of  spectators,  among 
whom  was  commodore  Perry , the  foreign  ministers, 
many  members  of  congress,  and  other  distinguished 
persons.  After  the  launch  many  ladies  and  gentle- 
men partook  of  some  refreshment  prepared  in  a very 
handsome  stile,  the  elegant  marine  band  enlivening 
Die  scene  by  appropriate  airs.  The  company  sepa- 
rated at  an  early  hour  much  delighted  with  the 
entertainments  of  the  day.  The  Argus  is  of  the 
size  of  the  Wasp  and  Hornet , and  is  the  sixth  vessel 


The  Victorious,  of  74  guns,  was  ashore  on  the 
south  side  of  Fisher’s  Island,  near  New-London,  on 
the  31st  ult.  It  is  thought  she  will  not  be  got  off. 
The  Sceptre,  74,  is  said  to  be  “hogged”  so  that  ad- 
miral Cockburn  has  changed  his  flag  to  the  Albion. 
This  is  excellent  news,  and  we  think  it  is  true. 

We  have  a report  received  at  Nevv-York  from 
Sackett’s  Harbor , that  general  Wilkinson  had  made  a 
dash  at  the  enemy,  and  captured  900  men  with  18 
pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  intended  for  the  naval  ar- 
mament at  Kingston,  and  on  its  way  to  that  place, — 
We  believe  general  Wilkinson  has  broke  up  his  'en- 
campment at  French  Mills , Supposed  to  have  been 
designed  to  proceed  to  Sackett’s  Harbor ; but  the 
above  is  only  a report. 

A letter  from  St.  Mary’s  county,  Maryland,  dated 
the  31st  ult.  states  that  one  74,  two  brigs  and  a 
schooner  were  in  the  Potomac  coming  up. 

News  from  Europe,  via  the  West  Indies,  received 
at  Philadelphia,  reports  that  Holland,  Switzerland 
and  a great  part  of  Italy , had  thrown  off'  their  de* 
pendence  on  Bonaparte.  The  prince  of  Orange  was 
to  proceed  to  Holland  with  20,000  English  tro.eps. 
The  French  army  at  Dresden  had  surrendered,  say 
16,000  men.  Wellington  is  said  to  have  beatSoult 
near  Bayonne,  and  to  have  taken  3000  prisoners. 

OT/’Nothing  important  in  congress  on  Thursday. 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

The  price  of  this  paper  is  $5  per  annunb  payable 
in  advance.  Subscribers  must  begin  and  end  with  a 
volume.  There  are  two  volumes  a year  commencing 
in  March  and  September;  and  to  those  who  subscribe 
in  the  intermediate  time,  the  file?  of  the  current 
volume  are  sent. 
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[Two  numbers  more  complete  the  5th  or  present 
volume  of  the  Week;!  Register.  We  have  much 
matter  on  hand  that  would  have  been  preferred  for 
this  number,  had  not  a necessity  existed  to  insert 
Mr.  Giles'1  3d  letter  to  make  full  and  perfect  the 
.contents  of  the  volume;  and  the  “observations5* 
upon  it  must  also  have  a place.  This,  with  the 
important  documents  communicated  by  governor 
Tompkins  to  the  legislature  of  New-York,  and  a 
few  things  prepared  for  the  press  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  latter,  have  excluded  nearly  all  the 
notices  of  passing  events  usually  furnished.  The 
heads  of  the  most  important  things  are  noted  and 
< we  expect  to  bring  up  the  whole  in  our  next.] 


To  the  People  of  Virginia. 

No.  III. 

The  Russian  mediation — The  nomination  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin qne  of  the  envoys  &c.—and  his  rejection. 

On  the  21st  of  May  last  the  following  message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States  was  laid  be- 
fore the  senate. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

“ Commissions  having  been  granted,  during  the 
recess  of  the  senate  to  the  following  persons,  1 now 
nominate  them  to  the  same  offices  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names  : Albert  Gallatin,  John  Quin- 
cy Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  be  jointly  and 
severally  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers  pleni- 
potentiary to  negotiate  and  sign  a treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia ; to  negotiate  and  sign  a treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain ; and  the  said  John 
Quincy  Adams,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, to  be  jointly  and  severally  envoys  extraordina- 
ry and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  to  negotiate  and 
sign  a treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia. 

« (Signed)  JAMRS  MADISON. 

fe  Washington , May  29th,  1813.” 

On  the  3d  of  June  following  the  senate  passed  the 
following  resolution  in  relation  to  tbe  message  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  senate  whether  Albert 
Gallatin,  commissioned  as  one  of  the  envoys  to  treat 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  of 
commerce  with  Russia,  retains  the  office  of  secreta- 
ry of  the  department  of  the  treasury,  and  in  case  of 
his  so  retaining  the  same,  to  inform  the  senate  under 
what  authority,  and  by  whom,  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  head  of  the  treasury  department  are  dis- 
charged during  the  absence  of  Albert  Gallatin  from 
the  United  States.** 

On  the  7th  June  the  president  caused  the  follow- 
ing reply  to  be  laid  before  the  senate  : 

“ To  the  Senate  of  the  Unitea  States. 

“ In  compliance  with  their  resolution  of  tbe  3d 
inst.  the  senate  are  informed,  that  the  office  of  theN 
secretary  of  the  ti*easury  is  not  vacated  ; and  that  in 
the  absence  of  Albert  Gallatin,  commissioned  as  one 
of  the  envoys  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
the  duties  of  that  office  are  discharged  by  William 
Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy,  authorised  therefor 
according  to  the  act  of  congress^,  entitled  “A  n act 

Yon.  V. 


making  alterations  in  the  treasury  and  war  depart* 
ments,”  passed  May  8th,  1792. 

“JAMES  MADISON. 

“ Washington , June  7,  1813. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  it  first  became  my 
duty  to  deliberate,  and  to  act  upon  the  subject.  The 
president  commences  his  message  of  the  29th  of  May 
by  informing  the  senate,  that  during  its  recess  com- 
missions had  been  granted  to  Messrs.  Gallatin, 
Adams,  and  Bayard  to  be  envoys  extraordinary  and 
ministers  plenipotentiary,  &.cr  &.c.  This  measure  is 
presumed  to  he  founded  upon  the  powers  granted  to 
the  executive  and  contained  in  this  clause  of  the 
second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

“The  president  shall  have  parser  to  fill  vp  all  va- 
cancies that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate , 
by  granting  commissions  ‘ which  shall  expire  at  the  end 
of  their  ?iexl  session 

Whether  the  president  was  authorised  to  grant 
coni7fdssio?is  to  fill  offices,  de  novo , which  had  not  been 
before  filed,  under  the  power  to  fillup  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate , is  a 
question  not  without  its  difficulties;  and  upon  which 
I have  not  made  up  a final  opinion.  My  disposition 
strongly  is,  to  give  the  words  of  the  constitution  the 
most  liberal  construction  in  favor  of  the  right  of  the 
executive  to  exercise  the  power — but  whether  it  can 
be  done  consistently,  with  the  real  meaning  or  spirit 
of  the  words  just  quoted,  I have  the  mast  serious 
doubts ; and  these  doubts  are  materially  increased 
by  adverting  to  another  clause  of  the  constitution, 
which  evidently  intended  to  grant  the  general  power 
of  appointment,  to  which  the  clause  just  mentioned 
seems  rather  an  exception  than  an  original  grant  of 
power.  The  clause  alluded  to  is  in  the  samp  article 
and  section,  and  ip  the  following  words: 

“ He  (to  wit,  the  president)  shall  have  power  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to 
make  treaties,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  senators 
present  concur ; and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  ap- 
point ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and  con- 
suls, judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all  other  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law.  But  the  congress  may,  by  law, 
vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they 
think  proper,  in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of 
law,  or  ip  the  heads  of  departments.’*  (Then  fol- 
lows the  clause  in  question.) 

But  it  is  not  my  intention  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
the  examination  of  this  question.  It  is  doubtless  a# 
important  one,  and  ought  to  be  settled  by  a solemn 
decision  ; but  my  object  in  presenting  this  subject 
to  you  at  this  time  is  merely  to  give  you  a full  view 
of  the  transactions  connected  with  it,  and  more  parr 
ticularly  to  remind  you,  that  whatever  commissions 
may  have  been  granted,  to  Messrs.  Gallatin,  Adams* 
and  Bayard,  dnring  the  recess  of  the  senate,  must 
necessarily  have  expired  at  the  end  of  the  last  ses? 
sion,  and,  of  course,  a new  commission  after  that 
period  was  indispensably  necessary  to  give  a cons-ti? 
tuticnal  sanction  to  all  or  any  of  their  acts  done  there*- 
after,  and  that  as  JGrsat  Britain  had  not,  in  all  pep/ 

% 


386  the  weekly  register— Saturday,  February  12,  isi4. 


bability  commissioned  any  envoys  previous  to  that  i 
period,  the  commissions  to  be  granted  under  the  ap- 
probation of  the  senate  might  be  considered  as  the 
only  commissions  under  which  the  envoys  could  act, 
the  former  having  expired  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  constitution,  and  consequently  withholding  a 
commission  from  one  of  the  envoys  would  have  less 
influence  upon  the  proceeding  than  if  they  had  real- 
ly been  engaged  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  diplo- 
matic functions.  Another  circumstance  of  very  ma- 
terial consideration,  in  my  judgment,  is  connected 
with  the  constitutional  limitation  of  the  first  com- 
missions granted  to  envoys,  &c.  It  is  the  time  of 
their  leaving  the  United  States.  This  took  place,  as 
will  appear  by  the  public  prints,  not  move  that  twelve 
or  fourteen  days  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  se- 
nate ; when,  it  appears  to  me,  there  could  not  ex- 
ist any  reasons  sufficient  to  justify  this  movement  at 
that  particular  moment,  and  of  course  it  must  be 
considered  as  premature  and  precipitate.  But  many 
and  veryr  cogent  reasons;  existed  why  it  ought  to 
have  been  longer  delayed.  The  principal  reasons 
are,  that  our  government  at  that  time  had  received 
no  assurances  that  Great  Britain  would  accept  the 
overture  at  all ; in  which  case  their  leaving  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  any  time  would  be  a work  of  superero- 
gation and  considerable  expense  ; and  strong  reasons 
existed,  as  it  is  believed,  to  induce  an  opinion  that 
she  had  no  intention  to  accept  it.  The  onexvas  the 
astonishing  successes  of  their  allies  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  preceding  and  about  that  time — another 
was,  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  as  I am  informed  and  believe,  was  officially 
apprized  of  the  overture  on  the  part  of  Russia,  as 
early  as  the  month  of  February  preceding,  and  pro- 
bably in  the  early  part  of  the  month  ; and  the  most 
sullen  silence  upon  the  subject  had  been  observed  by 
that  cabinet,  until  after  the  sailing  of  our  envoys 
had  been  announced  in  London.  I do  not  mean  to 
inquire  into  the  objects  of  this  precipitation,  either 
as  they  relate  to  its  effects  upou  the  mediation  itself, 
or  upon  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen employed  under  it  ; nor  whether  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  the  United  States  have  been  consulted 
thereby  ; nor  what  impression  it  will  probably  make 
at  home  or  abroad,  if  Great  Britain  should  finally 
reject  the  overture  altogether.  My  object  merely  is 
to  show,  that  the  necessity  which  impelled  this 
movement,  was  not  very  urgent  at  the  time,  and  that 
a becoming  patience  of  two  or  three  weeks  would 
have  enabled  the  president  to  consult  the  senate  upon 
the  measure  in  the  usual  constitutional  way,  with- 
out risking  so  many  novel  and  hazardous  experi- 
ments upon  fundamental  principles,  as  necessarily 
accompanied  the  proceedings,  which  did  take  place. 
The  first  of  these  consists  in  the  attempt  to  unite 
in  one  person,  two  incompatible  offices  ; the  second 
to  substitute  another  person  to  perform  the  duties  of 
secretary  of  the  treasury  during  his  voluntary  ab- 
sence from  the  United  States,  for  an  indefinite  time. 
In  my  judgment,  it  requires  the  most  profound  at- 
tention, duly  to  appreciate  the  importance  and  ten- 
dency of  these  principles,  and  from  the  many  super- 
ficial observations  I have  heard  made  on  them,  I am 
satisfied,  that  they  have  not  received  such  attention 
from  the  public. — This  consideration  furnishes  an 
inducement  with  me  to  be  particularly  accurate  in 
my  examination  of  both  questions.  The  union  of 
two  of  more  incompatible  offices  in  one  person,  is 
not  only  hostile  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  people  of  the' United  States  ; but  I do 
not  recollect  a single  instance  in  which  it  has  been 
Sanctioned  by  the  senate  since  I have  had  the  honor  of 
a seat  in  that  body.  Questions  have  often  occurred, 
whether  two  offices  proposed  to  be  upited  in  one 


person,  were  incompatible  or  not ; but  the  incompa- 
tibility once  admitted,  a rejection  would  always  be 
the  consequence.  At  the  time  of  the  nomination  of 
general  Dearborn  to  the  office  be  now  holds,  he  was 
collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  and  notwithstanding 
he  was  one  of  the  popular  idols  of  that  day,  the  se- 
nate came  to  a solemn  pause,  and  the  nomination 
was  not  confirmed,  until  some  informal  understand- 
ing took  place  between  the  president  and  the  majo- 
rity of  the  senate,  as  I was  then  informed  and  believe, 
that  an  arrangement  was  made,  bv  which  his  son 
wasto.be  made  collector  in  his  stead,  and  that  he 
should  not  in  the  mean  time  receive  the  compensa- 
tions attached  to  both  offices  ; and  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  was  the  nomination  approved.  Believing 
that  the  president  did  not  possess  the  power  to  make 
such  an  arrragemeut,  which  essentially  consisted  in 
a power  to  suspend  the  operation  of  laws,  and  dis- 
approving of  the  whole  proceedings  accompanying 
the  nomination,  as  well  as  the  nomination  itself,  I 
then  incurred  the  popular  odium  attached  to  voting 
against  it.  Whether  the  object  obtained,  was  worth 
the  hazard  of  such  important  principles,  the  public 
can  better  now  determine.  The  case  of  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Jay  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  to  Lon- 
don, is  cited,  and  by  republicans  too,  as  a precedent 
in  favor  of  the  late  proceedings.  There  are  prece- 
dents to  follow,  and  precedents  to  avoid.  There  ne- 
ver was  a stronger  one  of  the  latter  character,  than 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jay.— Those  who  press  it 
strongest,  as  a precedent,  disapproved  it  most,  and 
will  not  now  admit  the  conviction  of  a former  error 
in  the  disapprobation  ; whereas  many  of  those  who 
formerly  justified  it,  are  now  disposed  to  admit  the 
conviction  of  an  error  in  their  former  justification. 
What  then  is  this  but  presenting  an  acknowledged 
error  as  a precedent  to  sanction  the  adoption  by 
another  error  ? Surely  such  a precedent  ought  to  be 
avoided,  not  followed. 

I know  of  no  person  in  the  United  States,  who  dis- 
approved of  that  proceeding  more,  as  I then  under- 
stood, than  the  president,  Mr.  Gallatin  and  myself ; 
and  I have  lately  been  called  upon  to  sanction,  and 
perhaps  to  transcend  the  principle  in  the  person  of 
the  one,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  other  of  these 
gentlemen.  And  the  refusal  to  sacrifice  the  convic- 
tions of  my  own  mind  for  their  accommodation,  has 
submitted  me  to  extreme  censure,  although  these 
convictions  are  not  impaired,  but  strengthened  by 
further  reflection.  Besides,  when  the  republicans 
were  endeavoring  to  oust  the  federalists  from  power, 
and  substitute  themselves  in  their  stead,  did  they 
tell  the  people  that,  if  through  their  favor,  they 
should  become  possessed  of  power,  they  would  then 
quote  the  very  federal  errors,  for  which  their  authors 
were  denounced  before  the  people  by  them  to  justify 
their  own  conduct  ? Did  the  republicans  then  tell 
the  peopL,  that  they  woidd  even  transcend  federal 
precedents  ? That  they  would  resort  to  forced  con- 
structions of  the  constitution,  and  the  laws,  to  effect 
favorite  objects,  through  the  agency  of  favorite  in- 
dividuals f On  the  contrary,  did  they  not  most  man- 
fully pledge  themselves  to  the  people,  to  administer 
the  government  in  the  true  unsophisticated  spirit  of 
the  constitution  and  of  the  laws  ? That  these  pledges 
were  given  is  most  true — and  now  to  resort  t^o  the 
most  manifest  and  indisputable  of  the  federal  errors 
for  justification,  is-  to  me  most  strange.  Such  a pre- 
cedent surely  can  have  no  charms  for  republican  or- 
thodoxy. It  certainly  can  have  none  for  me,  who  have 
been  both  an  agent  and  a witness  to  all  these  scenes. 
To  me,  it  is  a circumstance  of  heartfelt  consolation 
to  know,  than  in  a course  of  more  than  twenty  years 
public  service,  my  conduct  has  invariably  borne  evi- 
dence of  the  sincerity  of  my  professions  ; that  I tie- 
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ori  any  occasion,  yielded  my  political  principles  Acre  and  there,  between  Washington  and  St. 
,e  force  of  circumstances,  nor  to  the  delirum  of!  burgh.  Because,  however  extensive  may  be 


Peters‘ 

to  the  force  of  circumstances,  nor  to  the  delirum  ot ; nurgn.  jiecause,  nowever  extensive  may  De  the  mo- 
party  spirit,  nor  to  partial  iv.es  for  men.  This  plea  ral  endowments  of  the  secretary’s  mind,  he  must  be 
if  the  force  of  circumstances  is  often  visionary—  wanting  in  personal  ability.  His  person  Cannot  be 
seldom  more  visionary  than  on  the  present  occasion,  present  at  Washington  and  St.  Petersburg  the  same 
But  the  case  of  Mr.  Jay*  is  not  precisely  analogous  | time,  and  the  duties  of  the  two  offices  do  require  to 

be  performed  at  the  two  places  at  the  same  time  — 
And  of  course,  they  are  essentially  incompatible 
with  each  other.  The  first  duty  pointed  out  by  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  for  the  secretary  to  perform, 
is  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  i he  improvement  and 
management  of  the  revenue.  This  is  unquestiona- 
bly an  important  duty.  How  lias  it  been  performed  ? 

The  meeting  of  congress.  Which  did  take  place 
only  a few  days  after  the  departure  of  our  envoys, 
was  known  to  be  intended  expressly  for  the  improve - 


to  the  present  one.  One  great  objection  to  that  case 
was,  its  tendency  to  subject  the  judicial  department 
to  an  undue  influence  with  the  executive.  In  that 
respect  it  was  worse  in  my  judgment,  than  the  pre- 
sent case.  But  the  incompatibilty  was  not  so  palpa- 
ble in  that,  as  in  the  present  case  ; nor  attended  with 
such  serious  consequences.  There  were  other  judges 
who,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  justice,  might  per- 
form all  the  necessary  judicial  functions.  Besides, 
the  courts  are  in  session  only  a small  portion  of  the 
vear,  and  the  absence  of  the  chief  justice  might  not \ment  ot  the  revenue  ; what  was  its  disappointment, 
be  longer,  than  the  interval  between  the  courts.  In  when,  upon  its  meeting,  it  was  informed,  that  the  se- 
this  case,  the  duties  of  two  offices  might  be  perform-  cretary,  whos z first  duty  it  was,  under  the  la*v  esta- 
ed  by  the  same  person.  I mention  these  circum-  blishing  the  treasury  department,  to  prepare  the  plan 
stances,  merely  to  show  the  difference  in  the  two  i/or  the  improvement  of  the  revenue , had  a few  days, 
cases;  not  because  I approve  of  the  proceedings  ini  before  its  meeting,  without  even  the  plea  of  urgent 
either;  for  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jav,  I do  think  the  (necessity,  voluntarily  absented  himself  from  the 
duties  of  the  two  offices  so  incompatible,  as  to  ren-  j United  States;  and  thus  unexpectedly  deprived 
* der  the  appointment  extremely  objectionable.  But  jeongress  of  the  aid  of  his  splendid  financial  talents  ; 
the  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  of  and  that  too,  on  the  very  first  occasion  which  had 

occurred  in  the  government,  to  render  their  full  and 
prompt  exertions  indispensably  necessary  ? How- 
ever correct  may  have  been  his  motives,  it  is  in  vain 
to  urge  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  that  the  secre- 
tary left  behind  him  a prepared  plan  for  the  improve1 
ment  of  the  revenue.  It  is  well  known,  that  this 


retary 

envoy  extraordinary  to  a foreign  power,  are  palpably 
and  absolutely  incompatible,  nor  do  1 believe,  that 
any  person  can  be  legally,  .and  constitutionally  ap- 
pointed, to  perform  the  duties  of  secretary  ot  trea- 
sury in  his  voluntary  absence  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States.  This  may  be  presumed  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  general  Washington  when  he 'plan  was  presented  to  congress  under  very  question* 
nominated  Mr.  Jay  ; because  it  was  believed  at  that  | able  circumstances  ; and  besides  the  presentations 
time,  that  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  trea-lof  a plan  of  revenue,  at  a preceding  session  of  con- 


sury,  was  preferred  by  him  as  well  as  by  the  whole 
federal  party,  for  that  mission  ; and  that  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton himself  was  very  desirous  of  the  appointment ; 
but  upon  examining  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  it 
was  determined  not  to  exceed  the  powers  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  from  that  cause  the  original  intention 
was  reluctantly  abandoned.  I have  lately  received 
assurances  from  respectable  sources,  that  such  was 
the  case.  To  ascertain  the  first  point,  I beg  to  intro- 
duce the  provisions  of  the  law,  detailing  some  of  the 
duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  from  which 
it  will  appear,  that  they  must  be  executed  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  no  where  else,  and  at  all 
periods  of  the  year.  They  are  in  the  following  words : 

“ That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improve - 
ment  and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  credit;  to  prepare  and  report  es- 
timates of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  public  expen- 
diture ; to  superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to 
decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts 
and  making  returns,  and  to  grant  under  the  limita- 
tions herein  established,  or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all 
■warrants  for  monies  to  be  issued  from  the  treasury,  in 
pursuance  of  appropriations  by  law , to  execute  such 
services  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  as  may  be  by  law  required  of 
him,  to  make  report  and  give  information  to  either 
branch  of  the  legislature,  in  person  or  in  wrting  (as 
lie  may  be  required)  respecting  all  matters  referred 
to  him  by  tbeisenate  or  house  of  representatives,  or 
which  shall  appertain  to  his  office,  and  generally  to 
perform  all  such  services  relative  to  the  finances  as 
he  shall  be  directed  to  perform.” 

After  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  no  other  effort  of  the  mind  is  necessary  to  de- 
termine the  palpable  and  absolute  incompatibility 
between  the  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  those  of  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  a foreign 
power,  than  to  understand  the  distinction  between 


gress,  was  not  a performance  of  all  the  duties  re- 
quired of  the  secretary  under  the  law,  to  the  congress 
upon  which  had  fallen  the  unpleasant  and  difficult 
task  of  laying  the  taxes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue — for  by  pursuing  the  further  provisions  of 
the  law,  it  will  be  found,  that  it  is  also  made  the  du- 
ty of  the  secretary  to  give  information  to  either1 
branch  of  the  legislature  in  person  or  in  writing  (as 
he  may  be  required)  respecting  all  i natters  referred 
to  him,  &c.  Now  it  is  well  known,  that  the  plan  for 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  left  behind  him, 
was  incohate  and  imperfect.  It  required  much  ex- 
planation. It  was  his  indispensable  duty  under  the 
law  to  be  present  to  give  it  either  in  person  or  in 
writing,  as  might  have  been  and  would  have  been 
required  of  him,  probably  by  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  if  he  had  not  put  it  out  of  their  power 
by  voluntarily  absenting  himself  from  the  United 
States. 

But  these  provisions  require  of  the  secretary  the 
performance  of  another  duty  of  no  trivial  impor- 
tance. It  is  “ to  grant,  &c.  all  warrants  for  monies  to 
be  issued  from  the  treasury  in  pursuance  of  appropria- 
tions by  law”  The  appropriations  at  this  time,  cei^ 
tainly  exceed  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Is  this  a 
duty  to  be  also  performed  by  a person  n6t  known  to 
the  constitution,  nor  recognised  by  law  ? Was  this  a 
charge  to  be  voluntarily  parted  with  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  ; and  for  him  still  to  hold  the  office 
of  the  head  of  that  department  ? Your  laws  are  al* 
most  every  where  interspersed  with  important  du- 
ties to  be  performed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry ; but  one,  requiring  peculiar  attention  at  this  time, 
is  contained  in  the  section  of  an  act  of  congress 
passed  the  third  of  March,  X797,  in  the  following 
words  : 

“ That  whenever  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
have  incurred  any  fine,  penalty,  forfeiture  or  disabili- 
ty, or  shall  have  been  interested  in  any  vessel,  goods, 
wares*  or  merchandize,  which  shall  have  been  sub* 
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jcct  to  any  seizure,  forfeiture  or  disability  by  force 
of  any  present  or  future  law  of  the  United  States, 
/or  the  laying,  levying  or  collecting  any  duties  or 
taxes,  or  by  force  of  any  present  or  future  act  con- 
cerning the  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same,  shall  prefer  his  petition  to  the 
judge  of  the  district,  in  which  such  fine,  penalty,  for- 
feiture or  disability  shall  have  occurred,  truly  and 
particularly  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  his 
case,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  mitigated  or 
remitted,  the  said  judge  shall  inquire,  in  a summary 
manner,  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  first 
causing  reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  the  person 
or  persons  claiming  such  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
and  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  such 
district,  that  each  may  have  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing cause  against  the  mitigation  or  remission  thereof 
and  shall  cause  the  facts  which  shall  appear  upon  such 
enquiry,  to  be  stated  and  annexed  to  the  petition , and 
direct  their  transmission  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States,  who  shall  thereupon  have  pow- 
er to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty, 
or  remove  such  disability,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  in  his 
opinion,  the  same  shall  have  been  incurred  without  wil- 
ful negligence,  or  any  intention  of  fraud  in  the  person 
or  persons  incurring  the  same  ; and  to  direct  the  pro- 
secution, if  any  shall  have  been  instituted  for  the  reco- 
very thereof,  to  cease  and  be  discontinued,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  reasonable  or 
just.” 

This  clause  confers  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  judicial  powers  of  the  highest  and  most 
delicate  character ; and  makes  him  literally  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.  It  was  scarcely  possible 
to  appreciate  the  importance  and  delicacy. of  this 
judicial  power.  It  is  a chancerizing  power,  al- 
most without  limit  or  .rule,  depending  almost  ex- 
clusively upon  the  mere  discretion  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury;  to  be  decided  on  in  his  private 
chamber,  without  jury,  without  auditors  or  specta- 
tors, &c.  kc.  Ought  there  not  to  be  unusual  confi- 
dence reposed  in  the  personal  integrity  and  talents 
of  the  judge  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  such 
important,  delicate  discretionary  powers  ? Some 
i lea  of  the  importance  of  this  power  may  be  formed, 
from  the  recollection  that  not  long  since,  nineteen 
millions  of  dollars  at  one  time,  from  particular  cir- 
cumstances, were  subjected  to  this  discretionary 
power,  to  be  settled  between  the  secretary  and  the 
claiming  merchants  at  his  chamber. — Under  circum- 
stances so  delicate,  and  for  an  amount  so  enormous, 
the  secretary  was  then  very  willing  to  incur  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  the  adjustment.  But  on  that 
occasion,  the  power  was  resumed  by  congress,  not 
without  serious  imputations  being  thrown  against 
the  proceeding,  as  trenching  upon  the  secretary’s 
prerogatives. 

Judicial  powers  are  in  their  nature  unalienable. — 
They  depend  for  their  performance  upon  the  person- 
al confidence  reposed  in  the  judge.  What,  then, 
has  become  of  this  power,  during  the  absence  of  the 
secretary  ? Is  it  to  remain  dormant,  or  is  it  to  be  ex- 
ecuted ? If  dormant,  in  what  situation  is  the  whole 
mercantile  class  placed  by  the  absence  of  the  secre- 
tary ? If  to  be  executed,  by  whom  ? Every  reflecting 
man  must  know  that  the  substitution  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  navy,  Mr.  Jones,  is  an  argument,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  his  execution  of  the  powers  of  the  trea- 
sury personally,  merely  nominal.  At  least  that  in- 
ference is  inevitable  from  a statement  made  to  con- 
gress by  himself.  One  of  his  first  acts  after  taking 
possession  of  the  navy  department  was  to  call  for 
assistance  in  the  execution  of  its  duties  ; they  being 
seemed  too  burthensome  for  an  individual.  The  du- 


ties, it  is  believed,  have  not  decreased  ; how  then 
so  shortly  afterwards  could  he  find  himself  not  only 
competent  to  the  disch  rge  of  all  the  duties  of  his 
own  department,  but  those  still  more  arduous  and 
important  in  their  character  of  the  treasury,  super- 
added  ? I am  informed  and  believe,  that  the  real 
operative  part  of  the  business  is  performed  by  per- 
sons entirely  unknown  to  constitution  ov  law  for  such 
objects,  the  mere  dependent  clerks  of  the  treasury 
department,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Jones  is  added  to 
complete  the  formal  part  of  it.  This  statement  is 
not  intended  to  insinuate  aught  against  Mr.  Jones. 

I have  long  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance 
with  that  gentleman,  and  it  now  adds  to  that  plea- 
sure to  declare  that  lie  possesses  my  full  and  entire 
confidence.  My  sole  object  is,  to  lay  before  you  an 
entire  and  candid  statement  of  the  most  material 
laws,  and  facts,  affecting  this  question,  that  you  may 
be  able  impartially  to  estimate  the  consideration, 
operating  on  those  gentlemen,  who  refused  to  sanc- 
tion these  proceedings  with  their  approbation. 

This  leads  me  to  consider,  whether  the  executive 
is  invested  with  the  power  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
appoint  any  person  or  persons  to  perform  the  duties 
ot  secretary  of  the  treasury  during  his  voluntary  ab- 
sence from  the  United  States.  And  it  is  a subject 
of  no  small  regret  to  me  to  believe,  that  the  presi- 
dent has  unintentionally  mistaken  his  powers  in  this 
very  important  and  delicate  respect.  I have  at  the 
same  time  so  much  confidence  in  his  candor  and 
magnanimity  as  to  believe  that,  upon  a more  criti- 
cal attention  to  the  constitution  and  laws,  he  would 
acknowledge  the  mistake.  The  sole  ground  upon 
which  the  president  places  his  authority  is  contained 
in  the  following  section  of  the  act  passed  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  to  which  he  refers  in  his  last  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  senate  upon  the  subject. 

“'I  hat  in  case  .of  the  death,  absence  from  the  seat 
°f  government , or  sickness  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  war  department, 
or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the  said  departments , 
whose  appointment  is  not  in  the  head  thereof,  whereby 
they  cannot  perform  the  duties  of  their  said  respec- 
tive offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of 
the  United  States  in  case  he  shall  think  it  necessary, 
to  authorise  any  person  or  persons  at  his  discretion, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  said  respective  offices 
until  a successor  be  appointed,  ®r  until  such  absence 
or  inability  by  sickness  shall  cease.” 

The  words  from  which  the  president  has  inferred 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  are,  “absence  from  the 
seat  of  government.”  It  is  said  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  absent  from  the  seat  of  government, 
and  therefore  the  president  may,  under  the  law,  and 
did  appoint  a person  to  perform  his  duties  during 
such  absence.  This  construction  regards  merely  the 
letter  of  this  particular  clause  of  the  law,  detached 
from  every  other,  and  obviously  disregards  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  the  clause  itself,  as  well  as 
every  other  part  of  the  law.  The  object  of  the  law 
was,  to  provide  a remedy  for  certain  cases  of  neces- 
sity, which  had  been  omitted  in  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution.  The  construction  of  the  law  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  extended  beyond  its  own  object. — 
The  words  “absence  from  the  seat  of  government/* 
evidently  mean  a necessary  absence,  pre-existing  any 
power  given  to  the  president  by  the  law,  and  evident- 
ly create  a condition  precedent  to  the  exercise  of  any 
power  whatever  under  it.  The  event  must  happen, 
before  the  power  accrues.  Now,  what  are  the  pow- 
ers exercised  by  the  president  under  these  words— 
First,  the  power  to  create  the  absence,  and  then  the 
power  to  appoint  in  consequence  of  the  absence  thus 
created,  not  in  consequence  of  any  necessary  ab-' 
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sence  pre-existing’  the  exereise  of  any  power  whate- ; limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  vain  ? The 
ver  under  the  law,  but  on  account  of  an  absence  | principle  of  construction  put  upon  this  law,  would 
created  by  the  president  himself  from  an  exercise  j enable  the  president,  first  to  create  the  absence  (to 
of  power  not  given  bv  the  law.  Where  are  the 
words  in  the  law,  which  could  be  construed  to  in- 


tend to  give  the  president  a power  to  create  an  ab- 
sence ? There  are  none.  The  words  in  case  “of  ab- 
sence from  the  seat  of  government,”  certainly  do 
not.  They  arc  only  intended  to  describe  one  condi- 
tion, upon  which  the  power  is  to  accrue,  and  that 
condition  must  precede  the  exercise  of  any  power 


I use  the  words  of  the  law)  “of  the  secretary  of  state, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  secretary  of  the 


war  department,  or  of  any  other  officer  of  either  of 
the  said  departments,  whose  appointment  is  not  in 
the  head  thereof;”  and  then  to  appoint  all  these  offi- 
cers alone,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate.  It  happens  by  a strange  and  singular 
fatality  in  this  interpretation  of  the  law,  that  the 


whatever  under  the  law.  But  there  is  another  ob-|  president  claims  the  appointment  alone,  of  those  re- 
jection to  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  question,  un-  ry  principal  officers,  the  appointment  of  which  by 
"der  the  words  “absence  from  the  seat  of  govern-! the  president  alone,  congress  has  no  power  even  by 
inent.”  They  do  not  describe  the  case,  which  has! law  to  vest  in  the  president  alone , according  to  the 
happened,  and  upon  the  happening  of  which  the  j provisions  of  the  constitution  ; whereas  his  power 
president  has  ventured  to  exercise  the  power.  The  does  not  extend  to  the  appointment  alone  of  such 
actual  case,  which  has  happened,  is  this.  The  se-  inferior  officers,  as  bylaw  congress  may  constitu- 
cretary  of  the  treasury  has  voluntarily  taken  a voy- ! tionally  vest  in  him  alone.  Surely  the  law  never 
age  to  St.  Petersburg.  Now  I deny  that  this  case  is  j could  intend,  and  does  not  mean  such  a palpable 
described  by  the  words  “absence  from  the  seat  of!  contradiction  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
government because  those  words  do  not  only  not) for  the  law  only  intended  to  provide,  from  a princi- 
convey  an  affirmative  idea  of  a voyage  to  St.  Peters-  pie  of  necessity,  for  unprovided  cases.  The  whole 

Km* a*  Kuf  imnlv  :i  negative  iden  flP-ninst  it.  The<p  spr.tinn  thp  lnw  t'llrpn  torrptlipr  rlpnrlv  p\Fnl:iin« 


burg,  but  do  imply  a negative  idea  against  it.  These 
words  so  far  from  conveying  an  idea  of  a voyage  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States  do  distinctly 
imply  a presence  within  the  United  States.  No  man, 
who  intends  to  inform  another,  that  a third  person  in- 
tends to  take  a voyage  to  Europe,  would  expect  to 
make  that  impression  upon  the  mind  by  informing 
him,  that  the  third  person  intended  to  be  absent  from 
the  seat  of  government.  Because  so  far  from  conveying 
that  impression  they  would  distinctly  imply  a pre- 
sence within  the  U.  States.  The  minor  proposition,  is 
never  used  to  comprehend  the  major.  But  the  most 
formidable  objection  to  the  president’s  construction, 
is,  that  it  militates  directly,  as  1 conceive,  against  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  surely,  that  inter- 
pretation ought  always  to  be  given  to  the  laws,  that 
will  support  and  not  destroy  constitutional  provi- 
sions. The  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, after  authorizing  the  president  “to  take 
the  opinion  in  writing  of  the  principal  officer  in  each 
of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject  re- 
lating to  the  duties  of  the  respective  offices,  8cc.” 
contains  this  provision, — “And  he  (to  wit,  the  presi- 
dent) shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors, 
other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
States,  -whose  appointments  are  not  therein  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.” 
Then  follows  an  exception  to  the  general  course  of 
appointment,  by  investing  congress  with  the  power, 
by  law,  to  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers 
as  they  think  proper  in  the  president  alone,  &c.  This 
exception  is  contained  in  the  following  words  : 

“But  the  congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  ihinlc  proper,  in 
the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  departments.” 

The  plain  language  of  the  constitution  is  this — 
Tiie  president  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  appoint  all 
the  officers  of  the  government,  especially  the  princi- 
pal officers,  but  the  congress  may  by  law  vest  in  him 
alone  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they 
think  proper.  Congress  is  certainly  restrained  from 
changing  by  law,  under  any  circumstances,  the  con- 
stitutional course  of  appointing  the  principal  officers, 
which  can  only  be  done,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  and  not  by  the  president  alone. 
How  does  the  power  exercised  under  the  law  by  the 
president  alone,  comport  with  these  provisions  of  the 


section  of  the  law  taken  together,  clearly  explains 
its  own  object,  for  it  cannot  escape  attention  that 
according  to  its  provisions,  the  cases  of  absc  nee  and 
disability  described,  are  to  be  such,  as  that  the  per- 
son affected  by  them,  cannot  perform  the  duties  of 
bis  office  ; nor  it  never  can  be  fairly  contended,  that 
the  abandonment  of  the  duties  of  an  office,  can  im- 
ply an  inability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  such  of- 
fice. Besides,  if  the  secretary  cannot  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  it 
is  proof  positive  of  the  incompatibility  of  the  two 
offices  in  question  ; because  the  test  of  positive  in- 
compatibility is  the  positive  inability  of  the  same  per- 
son to  discharge  the  duties  of  two  offices  at  the  same 
time.  But  the  extent  of  this  unfortunate  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  does  not  stop  here.  On  the  13tli 
of  Feb.  1795,  congress  again  resumed  this  subject, 
and  probably  presuming  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
president  by  the  former  act  had  been  rather  indeii- 
nite,  passed  another  law  with  a view  to  its  limitation, 
consisting  of  a single  section,  in  the  following  words  . 

“That  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  de- 
partment of  war,  or  of  any  office  pf  either  of  the 
said  departments,  whose  appointment  is  not  in  the 
head  thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices , it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  case  be  shall  think 
it  necessary,  to  authorize  any  person  or  persons,  at 
his  discretion,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  said  re- 
spective offices,  until  a successor  be  appointed,  or 
such  vacancy  be  filled : provided  that  no  one  vacancy 
shall  be  supplied,  in  maimer  aforesaid,  for  a longer 
term  than  six  months .” 

Now  thjs  law  clearly  implies  that  there  are  vacarv* 
cies  in  these  principal  offices,  when  the  incumbents 
cannot  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
yet  the  president  informs  the  senate  in  his  message 
on  the  3d  df  June,  1813,  that  the  office  of  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  not  vacated  ; although  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  actually  at  that  time  commissioned  as  an  envoy 
extraordinary,  &c.  and  absent  on  a voyage  to  St.  Be 
tersburgh. — This  interpretation  completely  evades 
the  limitation  of  this  law.  The  iav  having  provided 
the  limitation  for  vacancies , and  the  president  having 
determined  “that  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury is  not  vacated  of  course  Mr.  Gallatin’s  case 
is  thus  excepted  out  of  this-general  limitation  which 
applies  only  to  vacancies,  and  brings  the  claim  of 
power  by  the  president  to  this  point — that  he  may 
under  the  law  create  the  absence  of  all  the  principal 


constitution .?  Are  rot  all  those  wise  and  necessary!  officers  just  described,  and.may  <do»ejWitliQUt  the  ad- 
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vice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  substitute  s 
for  them  at  his  pleasure  fqr  an  indefinite  time.  Now, 
fellow-citizens,  let  me  entreat  your  impartial  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  consequences  of  this  assumption 
of  power  under  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  in 
question — On  no  subject  has  the  constitution  been 
more  scrupulously  attentive,  than  to  secure  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  the  fair  and  honest  dis- 
bursements of  their  public  monies,  it  first  provides, 
“ that  no  money  shall  he  drawn  from  the  treasury, 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.” 
It  then  in  substance  provides,  that  no  person  shall  be 
entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
nies, but  one,' who  shall  be  firstelected  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  president  and  approved  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  ; a body  composed  of  two  mem- 
bers from  each  state  in  the  union.  These  provisions 
together  with  Hie  checks  provided  by  the  laws 
establishing  ti>e  treasury  department,  &c. have-been 
fleemed  insufficient  securities  for  this  great  object ; 
peculiarly  great  at  this  time,  when  the  appropriations 
amount  to  a sum  so  enormous.  All  these  securities  the 
people  have  a right  to  demand  of  the  government, and 
to  know,  the  persons  invested  in  these  high  trusts. — 
Have  they  all  these  securities  at  this  time?  They  cer- 
tainly have  nqt.  The  person  exclusively  known  by  the 
constitution,  for  the  most  material  agency  in  this  im- 
portant business  ; one  of  whose  special  duties  under 
the  law  is  “to  grant  all  -warrants  &c.  for  monies  to  be 
issued  from  the  treasury  in  pursuance  of  appropriations 
made  by  law”  is  absent  on  a foreign  embassy ; and 
another  person,  no  where  recognized  by  the  consti- 
tution isformally  performing  this  high,  responsible 
duty  in  his  stead.  The  present  president  is  well 
known  to  be  amiable  and  unambitious.-rHis  prede- 
cessor was  amiable  also,  and  unambitious ; but  his 
Competitor  for  the  presidential  chair,  with  an  equal 
vote  by  the  people,  is  well  known  to  have  been  both 
pnterprizing  and  ambitious.  It  was  scarcely  less 
than  a miracle,  considering  the  stratagems  he  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose,  that  he  was  not  placed  in 
the  presidential  chair.  Now  endeavor  to  imagine 
for  yousely.es  any  plan  which  could  more  effectually 
facilitate  the  schemes  of  ambition  than  the  assump- 
tion of  a power  to  send  the  principal  officers  of  the 
treasury  from  the  country,  and  to  substitute  in  their 
gtead  creatures  devoted  to  the  selfish  purposes  of 
an  ambitions  president.  To  exemplify  the  case  more 
particularl}'.  Suppose  Aaron  Burr  your  president, 
with  a power  to  send  all  th  $ principal  officers  of  the 
treasury  department  out  of  the  country,  and  to  sub- 
stitute in  their  stead,  without  the  advice  ancl  consent 
of  the  senate , some  of  “his  choice  spirits,  who  are 
tired  of  the  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,  &c.”  would 
you  have  much  confidence,  that  ’your  public  monies 
Would  be  honestly  disbursed  in  pursuance  of  appro- 
priations made  by  law  ? And  do  you  believe,  that 
there  is  but  one  man  in  the  United  States  possessing 
Burr’s  propensities  for  personal  aggrandisement  ?— 
Recollect,  too,  that  the  enterprising  and  ambitious 
always  cover  their  selfish  projects,  with  precedents 
afforded  by  the  amiable  ancl  unambitious.  Qf  course, 
such  precedents  capnot  be  too  scrupulously,  and  di- 
ligently guarded  against  in  times  of  security  and 
confidence.  This  consideration  is  entitled  to  dou- 
ble force  at  this  moment,  when  the  only  justification 
pf  the  very  case  before  us  is  founded  upon  a prece- 
dent, anc}  that  precedent  itself,  founded  upon  an  ac- 
knowledged error.  From  these,  and  other  enume- 
rated considerations?,  I gave  my  most  hearty  concur- 
rence to  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  the  se- 
nate on  the  15th  day  of  June  last.  I sincerely  hope, 
that  after  the  effervescence  of  the  present  moment 
shall  be  dissipated,  the  principle  it  embraces  will 
Receive  a conspicuous  place  in  every  republican  text- 


book, regardless  of  the  names  which  may  be  found 
on  either  side  of  the  question. 

“ He  solved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate  the 
power  and  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  department 
of  the  treasury,  and  those  of  an  envoy  extraordina- 
ry to  a foreign  power,  are  so  incompatible,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  and  remain  united  in  the  same  per- 
son.” 

What  is  the  principle  asserted  by  the  negative  of 
this  resolution  ? That  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
secretary  of  the  department  of  the  treasury,  and 
those  of  an  envoy  to  a foreign  power,  are  not  so  in- 
compatible, but  that  they  ought  to  be,  and  remain  uni- 
ted in  the  same  person.  What  is  this,  but  asserting 
the  sinecure  principle  in  its  worst  form  ; in  the  most 
operative,  beneficial  offices,  and  not  merely  in  the 
nominal,  lucrative  ones  ? What  is  this,  but  a change 
of  principle,  with  a change  of  men  ? IIow  entirely 
the  opposite  of  the  just  and  lofty  pretensions  of  re- 
publicanism ? Obedience  to  principles,  not  men — 
after  all,  for  what  object,  upon  what  ground,  have 
all  these  delicate  principles  been  hazarded  ? 

The  object  was  surely  laudable.  It  was  to  restore 
peace  to  the  country.  Amiable  solicitude  for  peace 
certainly  impelled  the  conduct.  Its  motive  entitles 
the  author  to  every  indulgence. — Yet,  although  the 
motive  for  the  conduct  be  pure  and  laudable,  the 
principles  asserted  by  it  in  their  practical  effects  par- 
take nothing  of  the  motive  which  dictated  them. — 
The  ground  of  the  proceeding,  in  my  judgment,  was 
most  delusive  and  unfortunate.  It  must  have  been, 
that  Mr.Gallatin  was  better  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  both  these  high  imcompatible  offices,  than 
was  any  other  gentleman  in  the  United  States  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  either  of  them.  Nothing  less 
than  this  could  be  pleaded  in  justification  of  the  at- 
tempt to  unite  in  the  same  person,  two  incompatible 
offices,  under  circumstances  so  inauspicious  to  the 
object. — It  is  certainly  very  complimentary  to  the  in- 
dividual, who  has  been  honored  with  this  presiden- 
tial distinction,  and  may  perhaps  tend  to  advance  his 
personal  aggrandisement;.  But  considering  that  this 
individual  was  born  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  accident  alone  cast  him  upon  our 
shores,  I am  unwilling  to  state  what  I conceive, 
ought  to  he  the  just  and  proper  effects  of  this  com- 
pliment, upon  the  feelings  of  every  man,  woman 
and  child,  whose  happy  destiny  gave  them  birth 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States — who  upon 
such  birth  inhaled  the  true  armor  patriae,  and  have 
cherished  the  holy  passion  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

For  what  is  this  passion,  but  an  affectionate  pre- 
ference of  one’s  own  country,  and  own  country men, 
to  foreign  countries  and  foreign  countrymen  ? Yet 
even  this  exalted  and  honorable  affection  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  the  fruitful  parent  of  so  many  virtues, 
and  virtuous  deeds,  which  in  all  ages  has  stimulated 
individuals  to  heroic  actions,  and  splendid  exploits, 
which  has  often  exalted  nations  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  grandeur  and  prosperity,  must  now  hide  its  dimin- 
ished head,  beneath  that  visionary  expanded  pliilan- 
throphy,  which,  in  its  excess,  gives  the  preference 
to  foreigners,  over  one’s  own  countrymen.  Yet  this 
ideal  philosophy  of  the  mind  never  yet  had  warmth, 
nor  energy  enough,  to  stimulate  the  bosom  to  one 
heroic  deed,  nor  in  any  way  to  contribute  to  the  ex- 
altation of  any  one  nation.  But  the  principle  of  the 
union  of  incompatible  offices,  has  an  unhappy  bear- 
ing upon  the  very  basis  of  our  fundamental  institu- 
tions. They  are  all  founded  upon  the  principle,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  possess  a capacity  to 
govern  themselves.  They  presume,  that  one  man  at 
least  may  be  found  competent  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  each  office,  however  important  tlipy 
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may  be.  Selecting1  one  man  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  two  incompatible  offices,  whether  an  A- 
merican  or  foreigner,  militates  directly  against  this 
principle,  and  tends  to  question  its  political  ortho- 
doxy. 

From  these  considerations,  although  others  might 
be  justly  resorted  to,  I felt  myself  reluctantly  con- 
strained in  the  discharge  of  my  high  official  duties, 
to  advise  the  president  not  to  appoint  Mr.  Gallatin  one 
of  the  envoys  under  the  mediation  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  me  laboring  under  the  impressions  produced 
by  these  reflections,  to  give  my  consent  to  the  mea- 
sure, so  long  as  Mr.  Gallatin  held  the  office  of  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  without  sacrificing  every 
honest  conviction  of  my  own  judgment.  My  reluc- 
tance arose,  from  the  strong  desire  1 unfeignedly  felt, 
to  give  the  plan  for  obtaining  peace,  approved  by 
the  president,  the  fairest  experiment  in  bis  own  waj . 
It  is  well  known  that  I should  have  voted  in  favor  of 
the  nomination,  if  the  president  had  deemed  it 
proper  to  have  nominated  another  person  to  be  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  Candor,  however  compels  me 
to  acknowledge,  that  with  the  information  I then  re- 
ceived and  believed,  and  which  perhaps  at  some  fu- 
ture period  the  public  may  possess,  such  vote  would 
have  been  exclusively  influenced  by  a spirit  of  con- 
cession, and  a respectful  deference  for  the  views  of 
the  president,  lly  superficial  observers,  the  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Gallatin  is  believed  to  have  injurious  ef- 
fects upon  the  negotiation  to  be  conducted  under  the 
mediation.— Would  to  God,  there  may  be  any  nego- 
tiations, under  the  mediation  to  be  affected  in  any 
way  1 ! If  there  should  be  none,  it  must  be  agreed 
that  the  rejection  could  not  have  produced  any  great 
mischief  in  that  respect,  and  it  has  certainly  saved 
a great  fundamental  principle.  But  admitting  the 
negociations  to  proceed,  what  are  the  real  effects, 
which  will  probably  be  produced  by  the  rejection  ? 
Recollect,  the  envoys  were  to  act  jointly  and  several- 
ly ; and  that  the  commissions  granted  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  senate  expired  at  the  end  of  its  last  ses- 
sion. New  commissions  must  therefore  have  issued, 
after  the  decision  of  the  senate.  The  only  effect, 
then,  that  could  be  practically  produced  by  the  re- 
jection, if  the  president  had  thought  proper  to  exert 
his  powers  on  the  occasion,  would  have  been  this, 
that  some  person  might  be  appointed  in  Mr.  Galla- 
tin’s stead,  who  would  have  borne  out  the  new  com- 
mission, and  acted  under  it.  If  Mr.  Gallatin  had 
been  approved,  then  the  person  bearing  out  the  new 
commission,  would  have  passed  it  over  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, who  would  have  acted  under  it  himself.  The 
president  had  deemed  it  best  not  to  appoint  a substi- 
tute, and  of  course,  it  must  be  presumed,  either 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  two  who  were  approv- 
ed, or  that  he  had  lost  all  confidence  in  the  success- 
ful termination  of  the  project.  The  power  of  the 
. president  to  nominate  a republican  substitute,  and 
his  refusal  to  do  it,  afford  a sufficient  reply  to  the 
cavil  set  up,  that  the  only  republican  was  excluded 
by  the  senate.  Because  if  the  president  had  nomi- 
nated any  honorable,  intelligent  republican,  laboring 
under  no  legal  disability,  I hare  no  doubt  but  lie 
would  have  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  se- 
nate. The  alarm  expressed  by  some,  of  the  unfa- 
vorable impressions  produced  on  foreign  nations  by 
the  rejection,  is  certainly  ideal  and  inconsiderate.— 
Upon  what  pretext  would  any  foreign  nation  take 
qffence,  at  our  adherence  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  own  institutions,  in  appointing  our  fo- 
reign ministers  ? We  have  had  abundant  experience 
upon  this  subject  to  relieve  us  from  all  apprehen- 
sions in  that  respect.  Mr.  Short  commissioned  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  during  the  recess  of  the  senate  as  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  Russia,  and  actually  in  Eu- 


rope on  his  way  thither,  upon  being  nominated  to  the 
succeeding  senate  was  unanimously  rejected  by  that 
body.  The  president  at  his  pleasure,  has  recalled 
other  ministers  from  other  nations  without  offence 
to  any.  Foreign  nations  have  recalled  their  ministers 
from  the  United  States  at  their  pleasure  without  of- 
fence. Indeed  no  condescension  could  be  greater  or 
more  reprehensible,  than  departing  from  the  obser- 
vance of  the  principles  of  our  own  institutions,  in 
appointing  our  foreign  agents,  for  our  own  objects, 
for  the  accommodation  of  any  foreign  nation  whate- 
ver. As  to  the  consideration  of  the  loss  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin’s extraordinary  talents  by  the  rejection,  I 
would  observe  that  those,  who  calculate  upon  the 
efficacy  of  the  excess' of  that  gentleman’ s talehls,  be- 
yond those  of  any  other  gentleman  in  the  United 
States,  in  changing  the  views  of  the  British  cabinet, 
upon  the  subject  of  British  maritime  rights,  risk 
their  calculations  for  peace  upon  a forlorn  hope  in- 
deed. I would  not  wish  to  derogate  aught  from  the 
talents  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  They  are  certainly  great, but 
I deem  it  no  derogation  to  say,  that  in  my  opinion, 
there  are  many,  very  many  gentlemen  in  the  United 
States,  possessing  talents  equally  competent  to  all 
the  purposes  of  his  mission. 

I have  now,  fellow  citizens,  given  you  a general 
and  comprehensive  exposition  of  the  course  of  re- 
flections, which  influenced  my  conduct  on  this  very 
interesting  subject.  I have  laid  before  you,  the 
whole  of  the  constitution,  and  of  the  laws,  having 
any  material  bearing  on  the  case  in  their  original  let- 
ter. If  you  will  examine  them  with  inmarti  ’ ' ' v and 
attention,  discarding  the  idle,  malicious  and  sense- 
less imputations  of  improper  motives  without  a con- 
ceivably object,  which  have  no  existence,  except  in 
the  unfortunate  propensities  of  the  minds  which 
suggest  them,  and  if  they  had,  could  in  no  respect 
alter  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  I cannot  help  flat- 
tering myself  with  the  concurrence  of  your  opinions 
upon  the  subject.  If,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
diligence  I have  employed  to  inform  myself  correct- 
ly, 1 should  have  taken  erroneous  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, I have  the  consolation  to  know  that  by  collating 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  affecting  (he  case,  I 
have  furnished  you  with  the  means  of  correcting  my 
unintentional  errors.  WILLIAM  B.  GILES. 

IVigivam , JVov.  6,  1813. 


Of  tfd 

THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER. 

In  the  Legislature  of  N.ew-York,  Feb.  1 

The  following  message  and  documents,  were  re- 
ceived from  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  : — 

Gentlemen — Pursuant  to  the  suggestion  made  in 
my  public  communication  at  the  opening  >f  the  ses- 
sion, 1 now  lay  before  you  a statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  taken  place  relative  to  the  inva  - 
sion and  defence  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November  last,  I received  a 
requisition  from  the  war  department,  a copy  where- 
of, marked  (A),  accompanies  this  message.  On  the 
same  day  a general  order  for  levying  the  detachment 
issued  (B),  with  a blank  for  the  number  of  men.— 
This  order  was  enclosed  to  general  M‘Clurc,  then 
commanding  on  that  frontier,  with  authority  and 
directions  to  fill  the  blank  with  such  number  of  men 
as  would  be  competent,  according  to  the  authentic 
information  he  might  possess  of  the  number,  situa- 
tion and  objects  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  thereupon  to  transmit  the  order  to  major" 
general  Hall 
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Upon  my  Return  to  this  place  from  the  southern 
frontier,  on  the  24th  December  last,  an  express  deli- 
vered me  communications  from  general  M ‘Clu re,  and 
from  general  Hopkins,  commandant  of  the  Niagara 
brigade  of  militia,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  at  Lewis  town  and  burnt  that  village,  and  of 
their  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  fort  Niagara. — 
That  the  militia  had  been  called  forth  en  masse,  and 
that  about  400  of  them  had  arrived. 

The  express  stated,  that  he  met  bodies  of  troops 
going  out,  and  that  major-general  Hall,  commandant 
of  the  western  division  of  militia,  was  on  his  way 
to  that  frontier. 

The  super intendarit  of  the  United  States  ordnance 
department  in  this  city,-  immediately  sent  off  350,000 
musket  cartridges,  14,000  flints,  500  muskets,  andj 
a quantity  of  ammunition  prepared  for  field  pieces. 
There  was  also  furnished  from  the  state  supply,  at 
this  place;  1000  muskets  and  cartridge-boxes,  which 
have  since  been  followed  by  300  camp-kettles,  and 
as  many  axes  and  shovels  as  could  be  procured,  and 
by  a quantity  of  musket  cartridges  belonging  to  the 
state,  which  was  near  Osw'ego. 

Not  Having  the  means  of  immediate  transportation 
kt  my  command,  the  quarter-master  general  of  the 
United  States  for  this  district,  upon  a requisition 
therefof,  Caused  the  state  muskets  and  cartridge- 
boxes  to  be  transported  vVitli  those  of  the  United 
States. 

A copy  of  my  answer  to  general  M'Clure’s  letter 
(C),  ar-'f  also  (if  a communication  made  to  general 
Hall  ( • . is  aritlexed. 

On  tue  31st  day  of  December,  a despatch  from 
general  Hall  (E),  came  to, hand,  which  gave  me  rea- 
son to  hope  that  further  depredations  of  the  enemy 
Would  be  prevented.  But  on  the  2nd  of  January, 
instant,  an  express  brought  a seCaiid  despatch  (F), 
giving  the  melancholy  account  of  the  destruction  of 
Buffalo,  Whereupon,  colonel  Lamb,  one  of  my 
aids-de-camp,  was  directed  to  repair  immediately  to 
that  frontier,  with  instructions  to  confer  with  gener- 
al Hall  and  the  other  general  officers  of  militia,  and 
with  plenary  powers  tO  comply  with  any  request 
within  the  scope  of  my  authority,  and  the  resources 
of  the  State.  By  him,  also,  a remittance  of  some 
Funds  was  made  to  major-general  Hall,  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  general  was  invested  with  full  and 
entire  command  over  all  the  militia  and  means  of 
defence  west  of  Onondaga,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
sisting the  invasion.  On  his  arrival  at  Onondaga, 
colonel  Lamb  informed  pie  that  the  enemy,  except 
the  garrison  of  fort  Niagara,  had  returned  into  Cana- 
da, On  his  arrival  at  Batavia,  he  confirmed  that 
information,  afid  stated,  further;  that  the  people 
who  had  fled  from  their  homes  were  returning  to 
them,  and  that  nothing  more  could  be  dc  iie  by  mi- 
litia on  that  frontier,  at  present,  than  to  support 
and  protect  the  inhabitants  against  further  encroach- 
ments, A copy  of  his  final  report  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted (H). 

The  paper  marked  (I);  contains  major-general 
Hall’s  official  account  of  his  arrangements,  arid  Of 
the  battle  with  the  enemy  at  Black  Rock  on  the  30th 
of  December  last.  Three  reports  have  since  been 
deceived  front  him.  (K  L O).  The  copy  of  an  affi- 
davit of  Robert  Lee,  esq,  who  was  taken  a prisoner 
in  fort  Niagara,  (M),  also  accompanies  this  mes* 
sage. 

The  preceding  statement,  communications  and 
documents,  furnish  all  the  information  in  my  posses- 
sion relative  to  the  late  invasion,  and  will  acquaint 
the  legislature  with  ail  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  in  consequence  of  it.  It  will,  I trust, 
satisfactorily  appear  from  them,  that  the  exertion  of 
the  resources  of  the  State;  applicable  to  the  pro-, 


tection  of  the  w estern  district,  were  promptly  ex- 
erted in  its  defence. 

It  must  be  ascribed  to  a great  waste  or  embezzle- 
ment of  public  property  on  that  frontier,  that  there 
should  have  been  any  deficiency  of  arms  or  ammu- 
nition for  repelling  the  late  invasion  ; for  a number 
of  cannon  and  a great  proportion  of  all  the  arms, 
ammunition  and  other  military  stores  of  every  kind, 
belonging  to  the  state,  had  been  before  forwarded 
to  the  arsenals  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia,  and  to 
Buffalo,  and  to  other  places  w est  of  Canandaigua, 
and  large  quantities  thereof  had  been  deposited  for 
the  security  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  towns  bounded 
by  lake  Ontario  and  lake  Erie,  and  in  other  places. 
The  whole  of  the  public  stores  at  Canandaigua,  and 
| westward  of  it,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  have 
been  subject  to  the  orders  of  major-general  Hall, 
and  of  every  other  general  officer  of  militia  who 
might  be  called  into  service  to  repel  invasions.  A 
message  communicated  to  the  legislature  last  year, 
with  respect  to  the  distribution  of  arms  and  milita- 
ry stores,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  commissary 
of  the  state,  will  afford  more  particular  information 
upon  the  subject. 

I fully  concur  in  the  suggestion  made  by  colonel 
Lamb  in  his  report,  which  has  been  likewise  men- 
tioned by  most  of  the  militia  officers  of  the  west, 
that  a description  of  force  more  permanent  and  more 
to  be  relied  upon  than  detached  militia,  is  indispen- 
sable. 

I therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  organiza- 
tion of  two  regiments  of  volunteers,  of  1000  men 
each,  and  a battalion  of  mounted  infantry  or  rifle- 
men, consisting  of  400  men,  who  may  repair  to  that 
frontier — relieve  the  detached  militia  now  there, 
and  remain  in  service  for  the  time  for  which  the  for- 
mer are  bound  to  serve — that  the  wages  of  privates 
be  encreised  by  the  state  to  ten  dollars  per  month — 
and,  that  the  volunteers  be  permitted  to  choose 
their  own  officers.  Should  the  legislature  think 
with  me  on  the  above  subject,  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  a sufficient  number  of  Volunteers 
immediately.  There  are  equipments  belonging  to 
the  state,  of  every  kind,  west  of  Canandaigua,  suf- 
ficient for  twice  the  number  of  volunteers  before 
mentioned. 

Any  other  plans  or  arrangements  which  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislature  may  devise  for  the  emergency, 
will  equally  meet  my  cordial  co-operation  and  sup- 
port. 

Many  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  at  Black  Rock, 
were  in  the  service  ot  the  state  pursuant  to  the  laws 
thereof.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  may  not  ex- 
tend to  their  families,  Those  also  who  were  wound- 
ed or  disabled  may  not  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  pension  law  of  the  United  States.  The  exer- 
cise of  further  legislative  authority  will,  therefore, 
be  requisite,  before  the  wounded  cart  receive  the  be- 
nefit of  the  provision  contained  in  the  70th  section 
of  the  act  organizing  the  militia  of  this  state.  Al- 
though that  section  does  not  extend  to  the  families  of 
those  who  fall  in  the  service  of  the  state,  yet  they 
have  claims  upon  its  protection  and  bounty  which 
the  legislature  will  readily  discharge. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

January  1$14. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  his  excellency  the  governor’s  Message, 
(A.) 

Albany,  JVov.  26, 1813. 

Sin — Let  me  request  you  to  authorise  general 
M‘Clure  to  garrison  forts  George  and  Niagara,  in 
the  event  of  general  Harrison’s  leaving  the  Niagara 
frontier  for  Sacketts’  Harbor,. 
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Should  the  enemy  abandon  Burlington  heights,  as 
Appears  to  be  their  intention,  the  garrisons  need  not 
be  large.  Much  will  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
person  left  in  comrhand.  To  colonel  Fleming  it 
might  be  safely  committed.  His  experience  and 
other  valuable  qualities  fit  him  for  it.  The  garrisons 
may  be  composed  either  of  volunteers  or  drafted 
militia.  But  of  whatever  description,  it  is  desirable 
that  their  term  of  service  should  be  more  than  one 
month. 

Let  me  request  the  favor  of  hearing  from  von  on 
this  subject  so  soon  as  general  M‘Clure  shall  inform 
you  of  his  arrangements. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant* 

(Signed)  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Governor  Tompkins. 

(B.) 

Albany,  JVot).  28,  1813. 

Stn— Having  been  informed  recently,  that,  the  re- 
gulars is  about  to  leave  forts  George  and  Niagara, 
and  believing  that  there  is  imminent  danger  of  in- 
vasion and  distress  of  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  Ni- 
agara frontier,  I have  to  request  in  pursuance  of  a 
requisition  for  that  purpose,  made  through  the  se- 
cretary of  the  war  department  of  the  United  States, 
that  you  will  detach  from  your  division  of  the  fnili- 
tia  of  this  state,  and  organize  and  order  to  that  fron- 
tier, on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  December  now 
next,  men,  with  the  requisite 

number  of  officers*  non-commissioned  officers  and 
musicians,  who  are  to  march  to  fort  Niagara,  in  this 
State,  and  report  themselves  to,  and  obey  the  orders 
of,  the  commanding  officer  of  militia  on  that  fron- 
tier. 

Your  known  zeal  in  protecting  the  inhabitants  of 
the  frontier  of  your  division,  and  the  emergency  of 
the  occasion  will,  I trust,  call  forth  your  utmost  ex- 
ertions to  comply  with  this  order. 

With  great  consideration,  I have  the  honor  to  be 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Major-general  Amos  Hall. 

(C.) 

[copy.] 

Albany , Dec.  24,  1813. 

Sin— I have  this  moment  arrived  from  New-York, 
and  have  received  your  communication  detailing  the 
disastrous  state  of  things  on  the  Niagara  frontier. — 
With  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  November  last,  you 
were  furnished  with  an  order  on  major-general  Hall, 
to  cletach  from  his  division  such  number  as  you 
should  judge  sufficient  to  garrison  forts  George  and 
Niagara  and  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara 
frontier.  Upon  my  arrival  here,  I learn  for  the  first 
time,  that  the  former  has  been  destroyed,  the 
village  of  Newark  burnt,  and  fort  Niagara  made 
the  depot  of  all  the  cannon,  military  stores  and 
equipments  on  that  frontier,  with  but  a handful  of 
men  to  garrison  it.  I was  not  apprized  of  the  in- 
tention to  evacuate  fort  George,  or  to  destroy  New- 
ark, otherwise  I should  most  assuredly  have  given 
direction  to  have  that  frontier  supplied  with  a consi- 
derable force,  to  guard  against  the  consequences  of 
the  irritation  and  disposition  to  retaliate,  which  the 
burning  of  Ndwark  would  naturally  excite,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Niagara  river. 

Major  Bumford  has  forwarded  the  following  arti- 
cles : 

350,000  musket  cartridges, 

14,000  flints, 

500  muskets*  and  a quantity  of  ammu- 
nition for  field  pieces. 

L Should  any  further  supplies  be  required,  they  shall 


be  forwarded  immediately.  The  articles  in  the  state 
arsenals  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia,  are  already 
subject  to  the  orders  of  militia  generals.  1 under- 
stand general  Hall  has  gone  out.  He  will,  of  course, 
iiave  the  command,  and,  I have,  therefore,  address- 
ed a communication  to  him,  containing  authority  to 
call  for  additional  numbers  of  men,  and  to  repel  the 
invasion  promptly  and  effectually.  I have  also  writ- 
ten to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  will  communicate 
the  answer  and  instructions  of  the  president,  so  soon 
as  they  may  be  received.  I hope  you  will  have  been 
able,  before  the  receipt  of  this,  to  have  expelled,  if 
not  destroyed,  the  invading  force. 

I am,  sir,  with  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

| Gen.  George  M‘Clui*e. 

(D.) 

[Copy.]  Albany , Dec.  2 5th,  1813. 

Sin — On  the  26th  November  last,  an  order  was 
issued  for  a sufficient  detachment  from  your  divi- 
sion, to  secure  the  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier during  the  winter.  The  number  was  left  blank, 
with  directions  for  general  M‘Clure  to  fill  it,  and 
deliver  the  order  to  you.  It  was  presumed  that  as 
he  had  commanded  on  the  frontier  during  the  fall, 
he  was  the  best  judge  of  the  quantum  of  force  re- 
quisite for  the  above  purpose.  I was,  therefore, 
much  surprised  on  my  return  from  New-York,  this 
day,  to  learn  the  weak  and  disastrous  state  of  that 
frontier.  The  express  informs  me  that  you  had  pro- 
ceeded, or  would  proceed  to  the  lines  in  consequence 
of  that  information.  The  whole  of  your  division  is 
placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
the  invasion,  and  driving  the  enemy  from  our  state. 
You  are  charged  with  the  command  of  that  frontier 
for  that  purpose,  and  Will  exert  yourself  to  the  ut- 
most to  put  a prompt  and  effectual  stop  to  the  incur- 
sions and  depredations  of  the  enemy,  by  expelling, 
and  if  possible,  by  destroying  them . 

350,000  musket  cartridges,  14,000  flints,  500  mus- 
kets, and  ammunition  for  field  pieces,  have  been 
forwarded  by  major  Bumford,  to  Canandaigua, 
where  they  will  be  subject  to  order.  The  nature  of 
the  service  to  be  performed  on  this  occasion,  cannot 
give  rise  to  any  questions  about  the  liability  of  mili- 
tia to  perform  it,  as  the  resistance  of  invasion  is  the 
only  object.  You  will  consider  yourself  Vested  with 
liberal  powers  and  authority  to  effect  that  object, 
and  you  will  doubtless  be  zealous  to  accomplish  it. 

If  there  be  no  other  quarters,  you  can  take  pos- 
session of  the  houses  and  other  buildings  at  Buffalo 
and  Black  Rock,  which  I am  informed  are  principally 
abandoned,  and  of  the  huts  at  Williamsville.  You 
will  keep  a good  look  out  on  the  Ridge  road,  and 
prevent  the  enemy  from  destroying  the  arsenal  and 
stores  at  Batavia. 

The  public  property  delivered  out  and  not  used, 
under  your  orders,  is  to  be  returned  and  secured  be- 
fore the  militia  be  dismissed.  There  was  great  neg- 
ligence and  waste  with  respect  to  the  military 
stores  at  Niagara,  in  November  and  December,  1812, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  1813. 

The  contractor’s  agent,  major  Allen,  ought  to  be 
notified  of  the  quantity  of  provisions  which  may  be 
required,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  suggest,  that 
unless  you  can  arm  all  the  militia  which  may  arrive 
and  be  unarmed,  you  had  better  dismiss  them  or 
send  them  into  the  interior,  until  they  can  be  armed  ; 
as  without  arms  they  will  not  add  to  your  force,  but 
will  exhaust  your  provisions  aiul  deprive  the  frontier 
inhabitants  of  the  means  of  support  during  the  win- 
ter. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  regard,  your  ob’t  serv’t. 

DANIEL  D.  TOM  PKIN  S . 

Maj.  gen.  Amo?  Hall, 
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O'-)  „ , 

Buffalo , Dec.  26th,  1813 — Evening. 

His  excel  lency'govirnor  Tompkins, 

Sir — On  my  receiving1  information  of  the  ene- 
my’s crossing  the  Niagara  river  and  taking  the  fort, 

.1  immediately  set  off  for  that  frontier.  On  my  arri- 
val at  Ilatav'ia,  I found  a number  of  volunteers  as- 
jsembled.  I tarried  one  day  at  that  place,  to  forward 
them  on  to  the  frontier,  and  make  arrangements  for 
those  who  should  follow. 

I this  day  arrived  at  Buffalo  and  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  (being  all  volunteers)  now  on 
this  station.  The  whole  number  here  and  at  Lewis- 
town,  &c.  may  amount  to  2000  of  all  descriptions. 
The  enemy  have  made  their  appearance  opposite 
Black  Rock  and  an  invasion  is  to  be  expected. 

The  troops  now  out  can  be  kept  but  a few  days. — 

The  troops  called  out  on  your  excellency’s  last 
requisition,  cannot  all  arrive  at  this  place  until  the 
middle  or  last  of  the  week.  The  order  did  not  reach 
me  until  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant. 

Our  loss  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Niagara  has  been 
immense.  What  number  of  brave  men  have  been 
sacrificed,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn.  It 
must  have  been  great. 

Several  inhabitants  have  been  killed  at  Lewistown, 
and  among  whom  it  is  not  ascertained  there  are  any 
women  or  children. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency’s  obedient 
servant, 

(Signed)  AMOS  HALL. 

(F-) 

Head-quarters,  Niagara  Frontier, 

Dec.  30, 1813 — 7 o'clock,  P.  Jh. 

Sin — I have  only  a moment  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  iirst.  and  to  add 
that  this  frontier  is  wholly  desolate.  The  British 
crossed  over,  supported  by  a strong  party  of  Indians, 
at  a little  before  day  this  morning,  near  Black  Rock. 
They  were  met  by  the  militia  under  mv  command, 
with  spirit;  but  overpowered  by  the  numbers  and 
discipline  of  the  enemy  the  militia  gave  way  and 
fled  on  every  side.  Every  attempt  to  rally  them  w'as 
ineffectual.  Their  purpose  was  obtained,  and  the 
flourishing  village  of  Buffalo  is  laid  in  ruins. — The 
Niagara  frontier  now  lies  open  and  naked  to  our  ene- 
mies. Your  judgment  will  direct  you  what  is  most 
proper  in  the  emergency.  I am  exhausted  with  fa- 
tigue and  must  defer  particulars  until  to-morrow. — 
Many  valuable  lives  are  lost. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  HALL,  maj.  gen. 

(II.) 

Albany,  January  29th,  1814. 

Sin — Agreeably  to  your  excellency’s  orders,  1 left 
this  city  on  the  4th  instant,  and  proceeded  with  all 
possible  dispatch  to  the  Niagara  frontier.  On  my 
arrival  at  Bloomfield,  in  the  county  of  Ontario,  I met 
general  Hall,  who  was  on  the  point  of  returning  to 
Batavia,  to  collect  the  troops  who  had  been  detach- 
ed under  your  excellency’s  order  of  the  26th  No- 
vember, which  amounted  to  1000  men  ; and  also  of 
another  detachment  of  1000  which  he  had  ordered 
out  on  authority  subsequently  given  him. 

On  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  I found  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  place  and  the  country  west,  as  far  as 
Buffalo,  on  the  main  road,  had,  on  receiving  infor- 
mation of  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  fled  and  left 
their  homes,  but  were  generally  returning.  T pro- 
ceeded to  Buffalo  and  found  that  flourishing  village 
totally  destroyed.  The  only  buildings  remaining  in  it 
are  the  gaol,  which  is  built  of  stone,  a small  frame 
house,  and  an  armorer’s  jjflop.  All  the  houses  east  of 
Buffalo,  on  the  BataviaYoad,  for  two  miles,  except- 
ing log  houses,  are  also  destroyed,  and  almost  every 


building  between  Buffalo  and  Fort  Niagara,  along 
tlie  river,  had,  1 was  informed,  shared  the  same  fate. 

The  enemy  had  with  him  at  Black  Rock  and  Buf- 
falo, a number  of  indians,  (the  general  opinion  in 
that  country  is  about  200)  who  pursued  their  accus- 
tomed mode  of  horrid  warfare,  bv  tomahawking, 
scalping  and  otherwise  mutilating  the  persons  who 
fell  into  their  hands.  Among  the  victims  of  their 
savage  barbarity,  was  a Mrs.  Lovejov,  who  was  to- 
mahawked and  afterwards  burnt  in  her  own  house. — 
The  conduct  of  these  savages,  has  struck  the  minds 
of  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier  with  such  hor- 
ror as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary,  that  a more 
efficient  force  than  the  ordinary  militia  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  employed  fur  its  protection  to  prevent 
its  becoming  entirely  depopulated. 

There  was,  when  I left  Batavia  between  5 and 
600  militia  at  Williamsville  and  its  vicinity,  under 
the  command  of  general  Hopkins,  and  about  the 
same  number  on  the  Ridge  road,  near  the  arsenal, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Hopkins,  It  was  the 
intention  of  general  Hall,  who  was  at  Batavia,  to 
make  up  the  number  at  each  of  these  stations  tq 
1000  men.  There  were  also  at  Batavia  about  100 
regulars  under  thq  command  of  major  Riddle;  who 
had  received  orders  to  march  to  Williamsville. 

As  the  enemy  bad  ye-crossed  into  Canada,  leaving 
no  part  of  his  force  in  our  territory,  except  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Niagara,  I did  not  think  it  necessary  for 
me  to  remain  in  the  country,  or  to  exei’cise  the  plena- 
ry powers  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  vest  me  , 
especially  as  the  authority  given  to  general  Hall  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  amply  sufficient  to  enable  him  tp 
give  a temporary  protection  to  the  frontier,  I am  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  however,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  that  a force  of  a more  permanent  and  sub- 
stantial nature  than  that  at  present  under  his  com- 
mand, should  be  provided  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

Sir,  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re* 
spect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANTHONY  LAMB, 

His  excellency  governor  Tompkins, 

(!•) 

Head-quarters , Niagara  frontier , 

January  6th  1814. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor 

of  the  state  of  New-York. 

Sir — The  confusion  into  which  every  thing  was 
thrown  by  the  evenfs  of  the  3pth  December,  and  the 
imperious  necessity  of  taking  precautionary  mea- 
sures against  the  advances  of  the  enemy,  put  it  out 
of  my  fiower  to  furnish  at  ap  earlier  period  a detail- 
ed account  of  the  operations  on  this  frontier,  during 
my  hitherto,  unfortunate  and  embarrassing  com- 
mand— add  to  this,  the  extreme  difficulty  of  collect- 
ing authentic  facts,  relative  to  our  loss,  since  the 
forces  under  my  command  were  of  that  multiform 
description,  which  they  necessarily  were,  being  com- 
posed almost  wholly  of  volunteer  militia  and  ex- 
empts, hastily  and  confusedly  assembled  in  the  mo- 
ment of  alarm,  and  dissipated  by  the  events  of  a 
battle. 

The  stovpiingof  Fort  Niagara  and  the  burping  of 
Lewistown,  presaging  further  devastation,  threw 
this  whole  country  into  the  most  violent  agitation;  on 
the  moment,  and  without  any  previous  preparation, 
1 hastened  to  Batavia,  with  a view  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  within  my  power,  to  repel  the 
enemy  and  protect  the  frontier,  I hastily  collected 
from  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  Gennessee  county 
and  the  brigade  of  general  Wadsworth,  in  Ontario, 
a considerable  force.  But  generally  deficient  in  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  the  necessary  conveniences*  of 
a camp.  In  the  evening  of  the  22*d  December  gep  . 
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M 'Glare,  with  the  regulars  under  command  of  ma- 
jor liiddle,  arrived  in  Batavia,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  23tl,  signified  by  a letter,  his  desire  that  i 
would  take  the  command  during  this  moment  of  ge- 
neral alarm.  1 accordingly  proceeded  to  organize 
in  the  best  manner  in  my  power,  the  forces  then  at 
Batavia,  and  with  the  arms  and  ammunition  collect- 
ed from  different  sections  of  the  country,  and  what 
little  could  be  procured  from  the  arsenals  at  Canan- 
daigua and  Batavia,  1 was  enabled  to  get  under 
march  on  the  25th  for  Lewistown,  a body  of  infan- 
try about  150  strong,  under  licut.  col.  Lawrence, 
supported  by  one  company  of  cavalry  under  com- 
mand of  captain  Marvin,  with  orders  to  proceed  and 
join  a corps  of  militia,  said  to  be  200  strong,  under 
command  of  lieut.  col.  Atchinson,  which  was  sta- 
tioned at  Forsyth’s,  on  the  Ridge  road,  fifteen  miles 
east  from  Lewistown,  to  collect  and  save  all  the 
ammunition  in  Ids  power,  which  had  been  removed 
from  the  arsenal  at  Lewistown,  and  was  then  dispers- 
ed on  the  road  and  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  with  instructions  to  act  as  circumstances  and 
the  nature  of  his  force  would  permit  against  the 
enemy  ; and  if  practicable  to  effect  a junction  with 
the  main  force  at  Buffalo,  by  the  way  of  Manches- 
ter, Schlosser,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  Black 
Rock ; leaving  as  a reserve  the  corps  under  colonel 
Atchinson,  at  their  station  near  Lewistown.  I then 
ordered  the  remainder  of  the  troops  to  Buffalo,  with 
the  exception  of  the  regular  forces,  over  whom  I 
assumed  no  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I proceeded  to  Buffa- 
lo, leaving  general  M'Cluve  at  Batavia  with  instruc- 
tions to  organize  such  detachments  of  volunteers  as 
might  arrive,  and  direct  their  inarch  for  Buffalo.  1 
arrived  in  Buffalo  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and 
there  found  a considerable  body  of  irregular  troops 
of  various  descriptions,  disorganized  and  confused — 
«very  thing  wore  the  appearance  of  consternation 
and  dismay.  On  the  same  day  I issued  an  order  to 
the  several  commandants  of  corps,  for  a return  of 
the  number  of  effective  men  under  their  command  ; 
and  an  order  to  captain  Camp,  A.  D.  Q.  M.  ge- 
neral for  the  return  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  in  the  quarter-master’s  department ; a copy 
of  which  return,  I have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to 
forward  to  your  excellency,  and  which  sufficiently 
exhibits  the  destitute  condition  of  that  department. 
On  the  27th  I ordered  a review  of  all  the  troops  un- 
der my  command  at  Buffalo  and  the  Rock,  when  I 
found  my  numerical  force  to  be  as  follows  * 

At  Buffalo,  under  lieut.  col.  Boughton,  of  the  ca- 
valry and  mounted  volunteers,  129;  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Blackslee,  of  Ontario  exempts  and  volunteers, 
433  ; lieut.  col.  Chapin,  of  the  Buffalo  militia,  136; 
iieut.  col.  Mallory,  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  97; 
major  Adams,  of  the  Gennessee  militia,  332.  At 
the  Rock  were  stationed  under  the  command  of  bri- 
gadier-general Hopkins,  382  effective  men,  compos- 
ed of  the  corps  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Warren  and 
lieut.  col.  Churchill,  exclusive  of  a body  of  37  mount- 
ed infantry,  under  command  of  captain  Ransom ; 83 
Indians  under  command  of  lieut.  col.  Granger,  and 
one  piece  field  artillery,  a six  pounder,  and  25  men, 
commanded  by  lieutenant  Steely— -making  my  aggre- 
gate nominal  force  on  the  27th,  to  be  1711  men  : add 
to  this  a regiment  of  Chatauque  militia,  under  com- 
mand of  iieut.  col.  M ‘Mahan,  which  arrived  at  Buffa- 
lo on  the  29th,  about  300  men,  which  swells  my  force 
t > 2011,  which  was  reduced  on  the  morning  of  the 
alarm,  by  desertions,  to  less  than  1200 ; and  so  de- 
ficient were  my  supplies  of  ammunition,  that  a great- 
er part  of  the  cartridges  for  colonel  M'Mahan’s  re- 
giment were  made  and  distributed  after  they  were 
paraded  on  the  morning  of  the  battle. 
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The  movements  of  the  enemy  already  indicated 
their  intention  of  attacking  the  village  of  Buffalo  or 
Black  Rock,  which  left  me  not  a moment’s  repose 
from  the  arduous  duty  of  preparing  the  most  effec- 
tive means  in  my  power  for  meeting  the  enemy  with 
the  crude  force  under  my  command.  On  the  28th, 

I was  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  such  information  as 
to  the  enemy’s  movements,  from  a citizen  who 
made  his  escape  from  Canada,  as  to  leave  me  no 
doubt  as  to  their  intention. 

In  the  evening  of  the  29th,  at  about  12  o’clock,  I 
received  information  that  our  horse  patrole  had  been 
fired  on  a short  distance  below  Canjokaties  Creek, 
and  one  mile  below  Black  Rock.  Lieut.  Boughton, 
an  enterprising  and  brave  officer,  who  commanded 
the  patrole,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  The 
enemy  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the  Sailors 
battery  near  Canjokaties  creek.  The  troops  were 
immediately  paraded  and  stood  by  their  arms.  I 
was  yet  uncertain  at  what  point  the  enemy  would 
attack  me  : the  darkness  of  the  night  was  not  favora- 
ble for  making  observations.  I was  apprehensive  the 
enemy  designed  to  make  a feigned  attack  below 
Black  Rock,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  ofiTmy  force 
from  the  village  of  Buffalo,  preparatory  to  a landing 
above  the  village,  intending  thereby  to  take  it  by 
surprise — at  the  same  time  being  anxious  to  antici- 
pate the  enemy’s  landing,  and  meet  them  at  the 
water’s  edge,  I gave  orders  that  the  troops  at  the 
Rock,  commanded  by  colonels  Warren  and  Churchill, 
(general  Hopkins  being  at  that  time  absent  from 
camp)  to  attack  the  enemy  and  endeavor  to  dislodge 
them  from  the  battery  and  drive  them  to  their  boats. 
The  attempt  failed  through  the  confusion  into  which 
the  militia  were  thrown,  on  the  first  fire  of  the  ene- 
my and  the  darkness  of  the  night:  they  were  dis- 
persed and  not  again  embodied  under  their  proper 
officers  through  the  day.  1 then  ordered  the  corps 
under  major  Adams  and  the  corps  under  col.  Chapin 
to  make  the  attack.  This  was  attended  with  no  bet- 
ter effect.  The  men  were  thrown  into  confusion  by 
the  enemy’s  fire,  and  after  skirmishing  a short  time, 
fled,  and  were  not  again  embodied  through  the  day. 

I then  ordered  the  corps  under  the  command  of  col. 
Blakeslie  to  advance  to  the  attack  ; and  at  the  same 
time  I put  the  remainder  of  my  troops  in  motion  for 
the  same  point  and  proceeded  by  the  hill  road  to 
Black  Rock.  On  approaching  the  village  at  Black 
Rock,  I discovered  a detachment  of  the  enemy’s 
boats  crossing  to  our  shore  and  bending  their  course 
towards  the  rear  of  general  Porter’s  house.  The 
day  was  now  beginning  to  dawn,  I immediately 
countermanded  the  order  given  to  colonel  Blakeslie 
to  attack  the  enemy’s  left  and  directed  them  to  form 
and  attack  the  enemy’s  centre  at  the  water*’ s edge. 

I n®w  became  satisfied  as  to  the  disposition  and 
object  of  the  enemy,  which  I ascertained  to  be  as 
follows : 

Their  left  wing  composed  of  about  800  regular 
troops  and  incorporated  militia,  and  150  or  200 
indians,  were  disposed  below  Canjokaties  creek, 
and  had  been  landed  under  cover  of  the  night.  With 
this  force  the  enemy  designed  to  cover  their  left, 
out-flank  our  right  and  cut  off  our  retreat  by  the 
woods.  With  their  centre,  consisting  of  about  400 
of  the  royal  Scots  commanded  by  colonel  Gordon, 
the  battle  was  commenced.  Their  right,  which  was 
purposely  weak,  was  landed  near  our  main  battery, 
under  cover  of  a high  bank,  and  was  merely  calcu- 
lated to  divert  our  force  from  the  principal  attack  ; 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general 
Drummond,  conducted  to  the  attack  by  major -gene- 
ral Riall.  I thereupon  ordered  the  enemy’s  left  wing, 
which  was  discovered  to  he  wheeling  upon  our  right, 
to  be  attacked  by  the  indians  under  command  of 


306  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  mi. 


lieutenant-colonel  Granger  and  the  Canadian  volun- 
teers under  command  of  colonel  Mallory.  At  the 
same  time  I posted  the  regiment  under  command  ol 
colonel  M‘ Mahan  at  the  battery,  us  a reserve,  to  act 
as  emergencies  should  require.  The  attack  was 
commenced  by  a fire  from  our  6-pounder  under 
lieutenant  Seely,  below  general  Porter’s  house,  and 
one  24  and  two  12  pounders  at  the  b. ttery  under 
command  of  lieutenant  Farnum,  of  the  21st  IJ.  S. 
infantry,  acting  as  a volunteer.  At  the  same  time  the 
enemy  opened  a heavy  fire  from  their  batteries  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  of  shells,  spherical 
and  hot  shot,  and  ball.  The  regiment  under  com- 
mand of  colonel  Blakeslie,  about  400  strong,  were 
regularly  in  a line,  together  with  detached  bodies 
from  other  corps,  amounting,  according  to  the  best 
estimate  I can  make,  in  all  about  600  men.  These 
few  but  brave  men,  commenced  the  attack  with 
musketry  upon  the  enemy  in  their  boats  and  poured 
upon  them  a most  destructive  fire.  Every  inch  of 
ground  was  disputed  with  the  steady  coolness  of 
veterans,  and  at  the  expence  of  many  valuable  lives. 
Their  bravery,  at  the  same  time  that  it  casts  a lustre 
ovW  their  names,  reflects  equal  disgrace  on  those 
who  fled  at  the  first  appearance  of  danger — and 
whom  neither  intreaties  nor  threats  could  turn  back 
to  the  support  of  their  comrades.  Perceiving  that 
the  indiarts  on  whom  I had  relied  for  attacking  the 
enemy’s  flank,  were  offering  us  no  assistance — and 
that  our  right  was  endangered  b}7  the  enemy’s  left, 
I gave  directions  for  the  reserve,  under  command  of 
colonel  M ‘Mahan,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  on 
our  right.  But  terror  had  dissipated  this  corps,  and 
but  few  of  them  could  be  rallied  by  their  officers 
and  brought  to  the  attack.  Of  this  corps  there  were 
some  who  merit  well  of  their  country — but  more 
who  covered  themselves  with  disgrace.  The  defec- 
tion of  the  indians  and  of  my  reserve,  and  the  loss  of 
the  services  of  the  cavalry  and  mounted  men,  by 
reason  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  they 
must  act,  left  the  forces  engaged,  exposed  to  the 
enemy’s  fire^in  front  and  flank.  After  standing  their 
ground  for  one  half  hour,  opposed  to  veteran  and 
highly  disciplined  troops,  overwhelmed  by  numbers 
and  nearly  surrounded,  a retreat  became  necessary 
to  their  safety,  which  was  accordingly  made.  I then 
made  every  effort  to  rally  the  troops,  with  a view  to 
renew  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  columns,  on  their 
approach  to  the  village  of  Buffalo.  But  every  effort 
proved  ineffectual— and  experience  proves,  that  with 
militia,  a retreat  becomes  a flight,  and  a battle  once 
ended,  the  army  is  dissipated.  Deserted  by  my 
principal  force,  I fell  back  that  night  to  the  Eleven 
Mile  Creek,  and  was  forced  to  leave  the  flourishing 
villages  of  Black  Bock  and  Buffalo  a prey  to  the 
enemy,  which  they  have  pillaged  and  laid  in  ashes. 
At  the  Eleven  Mile  Creek  I collected  between  two 
and  three  hundred  men  who  remained  faithful  to 
their  country.  With  those  I preserve  the  best  show 
of  defence  in  my  power,  to  cover  the  fleeing  inhabi- 
tants and  check  the  advances  of  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  have  gained  but  little  plunder  from  the  pub- 
lic stores.  The  chief  loss  has  fallen  upon  the  indi- 
vidual sufferers.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into 
the'  hands  of  the  enemy — of  which  but  one  was 
mounted  on  a travelling  carriage.  What  little  re- 
mained of  the  public  stores,  capable  of  being  moved, 
is  preserved  through  the  exertions  of  captain  Camp, 
of  the  quarter-master’s  department,  whose  bravery  is 
only  equalled  by  Ills  active  zeal  for  the  public  service. 
It  is  no.tin  my  power  to  give  a particular  account  of 
our  loss  in  killed  in  wounded,  as  the  wounded  were 
generally  got  off  by  their  friends  and  taken  to  their 
homes,  and  pur  dead  were  mostly  buried  by  the 
enemy.  But  from  the  best  information  I can  collect, 


our  loss  is  about  30  killed  and  perhaps  40  wounded. 
In  prisoners  our  loss  is  ascertained  to  be  69 — twelve 
of  whom  are  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  must  be 
much  greater,  as  many  were  killed  in  their  boats 
before  landing.  Their  loss  may  reasonably  be  pre- 
sumed in  killed  and  wounded,  at  not  less  than  200. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Boughton,  of  the  light  dragoons, 
is  among  our  slain.  He  was  a good  officer  and  a valu- 
able citizen.  I regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
do  justice  to  all  those  who  were  engaged  on  this  day. 
The  veteran  Blakeslie  and  his  corps  were  pre-emi- 
nently distinguished.  There  were  of  the  broken 
remains  of  other  corps  many  officers  and  soldiers 
whose  bravery  and  conduct  merits  my  warmest 
praise  ; but  having  fought  irregularly  and  in  de- 
tachments, I cannot  designate  to  do  them  that  justice 
they  deserve.  The  good  conduct  of  lieut.  Seely  and 
lieut.  Farnum,  who  had  charge  of  the  artillery,  was 
particularly  noticed.  The  cavalry  under  colonel 
Boughton,  and  mounted  volunteers  under  major 
Warner,  receive  my  thanks  for  their  prompt  obe- 
dience of  orders,  and  the  valuable  services  rendered 
in  the  fatiguing  duties  of  patroling — And,  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret,  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  on 
which  we  contended,  deprived  me  of  that  support 
which  I might  confidently  expect  from  their  bravery. 
To  lieut.  Frasier,  of  the  United  States  infantry,  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  the  voluntary  services  which 
he  rendeaed  me  as  one  of  my  staff.  To  my  two  aids- 
de-camps,  majors  Hosmer  and  Norton,  I cannot 
withhold  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  cool  delibe- 
rate bravery,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they 
executed  my  orders  from  the  first  movements  of 
the  troops  in  the  morning  to  the  close  of  the  day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency’s  most 
obed’t  and  humble  serv’t.  A.  HALL,  Mai.  Gen. 

(K.) 

^EXTRACT.] 

Head  Quarters,  Batavia , January  13 th,  1814. 

Ills  excellency,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  governor. 

Sir, — Since  my  last  communication,  there  has  not 
any  thing  of  importance  transpired  on  this  frontier, 
materially  affecting  us  On  the  8th  instant,  a detach- 
ment under  the  command  of  general  John  Swift,  (a 
volunteer)  and  lieut.  col.  C.  Hopkins,  with  a party 
of  about  70  men,  surprized  a party  of  the  British, 
who  were  procuring  wood,  about  half  a mile  from 
the  fort,  fired  upon  them,  killed  four  of  the  enemy, 
lost  one  of  their  own  men,  and  took  eight  prisoners. 
Subsequent  to  which,  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
were  observed  to  be  in  motion,  which  induced  our 
troops  on  that  station,  to  fall  back  four  or  five  miles, 
to  a more  defencible  position,  the  affair  ended  here, 
and  all  is  quiet.  In  consideration  of  our  feeble  force, 
J have  cautioned  the  commandant  on  that  station 
against  indulging  too  much  in  rash  enterprizes,  until 
our  reinforcement  shall  have  arrived,  which  may  be 
expected  here  in  7 or  8 days.  I have  ordered  on  to 
the  arsenal  at  this  place,  a sufficient  supply  of  arms 
and  ammunition  for  the  forces  now  on  this  frontier, 
and  of  those  expected  soon  to  arrive  ; so  that  I flat- 
ter myself  that  within  a few  days  I may  be  able  to 
pronounce  this  frontier  safe  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

I regret  to  add,  that  our  loss,  in  killed,  on  the 
30th  ult.  proves  to  be  greater  than  1 had  supposed  ; 
on  re  possessing  the  ground,  we  find  that  our  dead 
were  yet  unburied.  There  have  been  already  col- 
lected about  50  bodies,  and  probably  there  are  some 
yet  undiscovered  in  the  woods.  The  cannon  were  not 
removed  by  the  enemy,  (excepting  the  6-pounder,) 
nor  are  they  materially  injured.  The  enemy  admit 
their  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  to  be  300. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  most  respectfully, 
your  most  ob’t.  and  humble  serv’t. 

(Signed } A.  HAt-k,  Major  General 
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(L.) 

fcOFT.] 

Batavia , Jan.  14,  1814. 

His  excellency  governor  Tompkins, 

Sir — I have  nothing  to  communicate  worth  re- 
mark, since  my  letter  of  yesterday.  Every  thing  re- 
mains quiet  at  present  on  this  frontier. 

There  is  one  thing  I omitted  to  mention,  I believe 
in  my  last,  which  is  of  much  consequence. — There 
is  very  little  camp  equipage  for  the  troops  already 
in  service,  and  the  quarter-master’s  department  gives 
little  encouragement  of  any  being  provided.  It  will 
be  impossible  for  the  troops  to  continue  in  service 
without  cooking  utensils.  The  detachment  now 
mustering,  of  1900  men,  will  want  at  least  300 
camp-kettles.  I know  not  how  they'  are  to  be  obtain- 
ed. They  are  not  in  our  country.  I am  in  hopes 
there  have  been  some  forwarded  which  will  arrive  in 
season. 

Col.  Lamb  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  particulars 
«f  our  situation,  more  fully  than  I can  write. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  t 

A HALL. 

(M.) 

[copy.] 

ROBERT  LEE,  late  of  Lewiston,  in  the  county 
of  Niagara,  and  state  of  New-York,  gentleman,  of 
the  age  of  forty-two  years,  being  sworn  on  the  holy 
evangelists, deposeth  and  saith,that  some  seven  weeks 
immediately  preceding  the  19th  of  December  last, 
he,  this  deponent,  resided  in  fort  Niagara,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  to  private  business — that  about 
4 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  said  19th,  the  said 
fort  was  attacked  or  entered  by  the  British.  The 
garrison  was  not  alarmed  when  the  enemy  entered 
the  gates  of  the  fort.  Some  firing  took  place  after 
they  entered  the  works,  particularly  between  the  | 
guard  at  the  south-east  block  house  and  the  sick  in 
the  hospital,  at  the  red  barrack,  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans  with  the  enemy.  This  deponent  is  posi- 
tive that  there  were  about  400  men,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, in  the  fort  immediately  before  taken,  and  that 
.350  of  that  number  were  capable  and  willing  to  bear 
arms  in  that  way,  to  wit,  -firing  on  the  enemy  from 
the  block  houses.  The  principal  resistance  the  ene- 
my met  with,  was  from  the  sick  in  the  red  barrack, 
as  this  deponent  is  informed,  and  from  what  he  saw, 
he  believes  were  nearly  all  slaughtered.  The  British 
force  that  took  possession  of  the  fort,  were  in  number 
about  400,  commanded  by  col.  Murray,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  arm  in  entering  the  gate,  and  was 
•succeeded  in  command  by  col.  Hamilton.  From  the 
British  order  of  congratulation,  that  issued  on  the 
same  morning,  it  appeared  that  the  Americans  lost 
65  in  killed  and  15  wounded,  which  wounds  were 
principally  by  the  bayonet,  as  expressed  in  the  or- 
der ; but  the  above  order  issued  very  soon  after  they 
took  possession  of  the  fort,  and  did  not  include  a 
number  that  were  found  bayonettecl  in  the  cellars  of 
the  houses.  This  deponent  thinks  that  our  loss,  in 
killed,  in  the  whole,  amounted  to  80.  It  was  a mat- 
ter of  frequent  conversation  and  exultation  amongst 
the  British  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers, 
whilst ! his  deponent  was  under  guard,  that  they  bay- 
onetted  the  Americans,  notwithstanding  their  crying 
Out  for  quart  fs. 

A subaltern  and  about  twenty  privates  made  their 
.escape  from  the  fort  by  scaling  the  pickets.  Capt. 
Leonard,  the  American  commander,  was  at  the  time 
the  fort  was  taken,  at  his  farm,  about  two  miles  dis- 
tant, and  hearing  the  attack,  made  towards  the  fort, 
and  at  no  great  distance  from  it  was  made  prisoner 
by  the  enemy  and  kept  in  close  confinement  for  two 
days  and  an  half,  and  how  much  longer  this  depon- 
ent does  not  know. 
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The  American  soldiers  were  kept  two  days  in  close 
and  miserable  confinement,  without  the  use  of  provi- 
sions and  with  a very  scanty  supply  of  wood  and  wa- 
ter. A t the  expiration  of  which  the  citizens  and  sol- 
diers were  crossed  over  the  river  and  lodged  in  a 
part  of  what  had  been  the  British  magazine,  at  Fort 
George,  the  residue  in  open  plank  and  board  huts — 
in  both  situations  it  was  impossible  to  lay  down. 
The  magazine  was  so  filthy,  that  many  of  the  pri- 
soners became  infested  with  vermin,  and  in  that  si- 
tuation remained  seven  days.  The  citizens  were 
then  removed  to  a brick  building  up  near  Queens- 
town, where  they  were  so  much  crowded,  that  no 
kind  of  comfort  was  to  be  taken  either  by  day  or 
night.  The  supply  of  provisions  was  not  only  scan- 
ty, but  of  the  very  worst  kind.  Beef  of  the  most  in- 
ferior and  repulsive  quality,  and  bread  the  quality  of 
which  cannot  be  described— the  water  that  they  us- 
ed both  there  and  at  the  magazine,  they  had  to  pur- 
chase. 

This  deponent  believes,  that  through  the  influence 
of  an  individual  in  Upper  Canada,  himself,  together 
with  ten  other  Americans,  were  permitted,  on  the 
13th  inst.  to  cross  to  the  United  States.  The  resi- 
due of  the  citizens  to  the  amount  of  about  seventy, 
were  marched  on  the  12th,  under  a strong  guard,  to 
Burlington  Heights.  And  this  deponent  was  inform- 
ed, that  from  thence  they  would  be  sent  to  Kingston. 
The  women  and  children  taken  at  and  near  Lewiston 
were  stripped  of  their  clothing  and  taken  across  the 
river.  And,  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

(Signed)  . ROBERT  LEE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  18 th  dmj  7 

of  January,  1814,  before  me,  $ 

(Signed)  J.  HARRISON, 

JMasier  in  Chancery. 

(O.) 

Extract — dated  Batavia,  Jan.  20,  1814. 

Sin,— Nothing  important  has  occured  on  the  fron- 
tier since  I last  wrote  you.  Our  scouting  partes  from 
the  camp  near  Lewiston  occasionally  approach  within 
musket  shot  of  fort  Niagara.  It  is  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  keep  no  guards  without  the  fort.  The 
garrison  from  the  best  information  that  can  be. 
obtained,  consists  of  250  or  300  men,  commanded  by 
col.  Young,  of  the  8th  regiment.  There  has  been  but 
little  appearance  of  force  seen  of  late  opposite  Black 
Rock  and  Buffalo. 

The  second  detachment  of  troops  are  coming  in 
daily,  and  as  fast  as  they  can  be  organized,  are  march- 
ed on  to  Williamsville  and  the  cantonment  near  Lew’ 
iston.  There  being  neither  axes  nor  camp  kettles  on 
hand  in  the  quarter-master’s  department,  I have  been 
obliged  to  order  a partial  supply  to  be  purchased  by 
the  assistant-deputy-quarter-master-general  at  tills 
place  until  a supply  shall  arrive. 

My  force  may  be  calculated  as  follows  : 

1st  detachment  600  at  most. 

2d  detachment  1200,  possibly,  making  at  mo.it, 
1800  men. 

This  force  will  be  stationed  at  Williamsville  and 
near  Lewiston,  and  nearly  equally  divided. 

You  will  judge  whether  the  force  nowon  his  fron- 
tier is  sufficient  for  its  defence.  If  you  should  cons; 
der  it  necessary  to  have  an  additional  force,  permit 
me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  ordering  a detach- 
ment from  some  of  the  other  divisions,  for  it  will  be. 
almost  impossible  to  detach  another  regiment  from 
my  division.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  HALL* 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Tompkins. 

COMMODORE  I*KURY  AT  BALTIMORE. 

On  his  way  returning  to  Newport,  R.  1.  whe^Fe 
is  stationed  for  the. present,  com.  Perry  made  a stop 
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in  Baltimore , and  spent  Monday,  Jan.  31,  Tuesday, 
Feb.  1,  and  Wednesday,  the  2nd,  with  us.  On  the 
evening-  of  the  31st  ult.  he  visited  the  Circus.  That 
spacious  building  was  incompetent  to  receive  the 
mighty  crowd  that  rushed  onward  to  greet  him. — 
The  house  was  filled,  and  literally  crammed,  long 
before  the  entertainments  began  ; and  when  the  hero 
entered,  he  was  received  with  deep,  loud  and  con- 
tinued acclamation.  On  Tuesday,  agreeably  to  pre- 
vious arrangements,  lie  was  entertained  at  Barney’s 
“Fountain  Inn”  in  a manner  that  we  beg  to  be  indulg- 
ed in  communicating  and  recording  a detail  of,  for 
reasons  that  may  be  urged  hereafter.* 

The  great  room  at  the  Fountain  Inn  was  selected  i 
for  the  occasion.  Some  of  our  most  distinguished 
citizens,  viz.  captain  George  Stiles , captain  Samvel 
Sterett,  major  Isacc  McKim  and  major  Thomas  Te- 
nant,— (two  “republicans,”  two  “federalists,”  four 
Americans J — had  been  appointed  the  committee  of 
arrangement ; and  to  their  united  zeal  and  perse- 
verance, aided  by  the  correct  taste  and  disinterested 
exertions  of  Mr.  John  Findlay,  (on  whom  the  bur- 
then of  preparing  the  decorations  principally  fell) 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore  were  indebted  for  an  enter- 
tainment presenting  an  harmonious  whole,  that  has 
rarely  been  surpassed.  Nor  must  Mr.  Barney , who 
furnished  the  feast,  be  forgotten  ; every  thing  that 
was  luscious  and  good — that  was  pleasing  to  the  pa- 
late or  delightful  to  the  eye,  was  presented  in  ample 
form  and  bounteous  profusion. 

At  the  head  of  the  room  was  a large  transparent 
painting,  reaching  almost  across  the  hall,  represent- 
ing the  battle  on  Erie.  The  accomplished  artist 
had  happily  seized  that  moment,  when  com.  Perry , 
“at  45  minutes  past  two,  having  thrown  out  the  sig- 
nal for  close  action,”  bore  up  in  the  Niagara  and 
“passed  a -head  of  their  two  ships  and  a brig,  giving 
a raking  fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  guns,  and 
to  a large  schooner  and  sloop,  from  the  larboard 
side,  at  half  pistol  shot  distance.  The  smaller  ves- 
sels having  at  this  time  got  within  grape  and  can- 
nister  distance,  under  the  direction  of  captain  Elliott, 
and  keeping  up  a well-directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a 
brig  and  a schooner  surrendered,  a schooner  and  a 
sloop  making  a vain  attempt  to  escape.”  [See  official 
despatch,  page  61.]  The  painting-  was  finely  exe- 
cuted, and  its  effect  was  charm  ing.f  At  the  head  of 
the  tables  was  the  representation  of  the  stern  of  a 
ship,  Labelled  “Niagara,”  on  which,  as  on  the  quar- 
ter deck,  were  placed  the  president  of  the  day, 
Edward  Johnson,  esq.  with  the  hero,  commodores 
Lewis  and  Barney  and  captains  Spence  and  Eidgely, 
of  the  U.  S.  navy,  and  other  invited  guests.  In  front 
of  these  rose,  as  in  a great  column,  a bundle  of 
eighteen  arrows,  braced  together  by  massy  bands,  on 
which  were  inscribed  the  names  of  Hull,  Jones, 
Decatur,  Bainbridge , Lawrence,  Ludlow,  Burrows, 
Allen,  Perry,  in  large  letters  of  gold.  From  the  cen- 
tre of  the  arrows  rose  a top-gallant-mast  and  yard, 
bearing  a flag  on  which  was  inscribed  the  memorable 
despatch,  “ we  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours.” 
The  pedestal  was  ornamented  with  naval  emblems 
and  wreaths.  Over  the  whole  was  suspended  the 
American  Eagle , bearing  in  his  beak  a scroll,  lettered 

? nation’s  grettitude  the  hero's  best  reward.”  This 
effigy  was  so  managed  that,  with  outstretched  wings, 
it  passed,  occasionall)',  over  the  company.  The 
windows  of  the  rooms  were  elegantly  curtained  with 
the  “striped  bunting”  spangled  with  stars,  and  which 

* The  editor  makes  this  remark  because  it  is  not 
Ills  custom,  in  any  way,  to  localize  the  contents  of] 
the  Register  ; though,  indeed,  this  is  the  nation’s 
business. 

| See*  the  14  th 


ever  way  the  eye  turned  it  fell  on  some  object  tr> 
delight  the  sense,  and  gratify  the  patriotic  enthusi- 
asm that  overflowed  every  bosom.  The  music  gallerv 
was  filled  with  gentlemen  amateurs,  and' their  ex- 
cellent performances  added  not  a little  to  embellish 
and  adorn  the  whole. 

The  vice-presidents  were  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  esq. 
captain  Sammel  Sterett,  major  Isaac  JWKim,  colonel 
James  Biays , captain  George  Stiles  and  major  Thomas 
Tenant and  the  company  amounting  to  between 
two  and  three  hundred  gentlemen,  sat  down  to  din- 
ner a little  before  five  o’clock.  Dignified  order,  with 
heart-felt  animation  and  joy,  held  uninterrupted 
sway^  until  about  nine  in  the  evening,  when  the 
company  broke  up  and  each  one  went  home  rejoicing 
that  he  had  seen  that  day  so  honorable  to  all  con- 
cerned in  the  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  hero  of  Erie. 

The  following  were  the  toasts  drank  on  this 
occasion  : 

1.  Our  Country — May  Union,  the  Palladium  of 
our  political  safety  and  prosperity,  be  the  primary 
object  of  patriotic  desires. 

2.  The  splendid  Victories  of  our  infant  Navy — Pre- 
cursors of  more'brilliant  achievments. — Already  has 
our  proud,  and  hitherto  triumphant  foe,  been  forced 
to  exclaim,  “when  Greek  meets  Greek,  then  comes 
the  tug  of  war.” 

3.  The  President  of  the  United  States — From  youth 
to  age,  the  assertor  of  American  rights  and  human 
freedom. 

4.  The  memory  of  Washington — Whose  first  act  was 
a defence  of  his  Country,  and  whose  last  breath  an 
exhortation  to  Union. 

5.  The  Vice-President  and  Heads  of  Department — A 
band  of  American  Revolutionaries,  re-assembled  in 
front  of  their  countrymen. 

6.  The  Judiciary  of  the  United  States*- Finn,  wise 
and  independent. 

7.  The  wars  of  Euoope — May  the  millions  sacrificed 
to  mad  ambition,  teach  us  to  estimate  more  highly 
our  own  free  Constitution. 

8.  The  Mission  to  Gottenburg — May  it  produce  a 

speedy  and  honorable  peace.  [3  cheers. 

9.  Our  Maritime  and  Social  Bights — With  peace 

if  possible ; but  our  Maritime  and  Social  Rights 
untouched  forever.  [3  cheers. 

10.  Agriculture , Manufactures  and  the  Arts — Real 
sources  of  national  independence  and  greatness — ■ 
prosperity  to  them. 

11.  The  Army  of  the  United  States — When  more 
experienced  in  the  art  of  war,  honor  and  the  love  of 
country  will  render  it  invincible. 

12.  The  Mary  of  the  United  States — 

Old  Ocean  sounds  its  praise — 

The  Lakes  re-echo  the  sound — [9  cheers. 

13.  The  Pillar  of  our  Naval  Glory — Like  the  pillar 
of  the  cloud  and  of  fire,  may  it  eternally  direct  the 
true  course  to  national  honor  and  prosperity. 

14.  The  10th  of  September,  1813 — Rendered  memo- 

rable in  the  annals  of  our  country  by  the  decisive  and 
glorious  victory  on  lake  Erie.  [9  cheers. 

[As  the  several  toasts  were  announced,  the  music 
struck  up  a patriotic  air.  But  when  this  was  repeated 
by  the  vice-president,  the  company  directed  its 
attention  in  silence  towards  the  musicians  wonder- 
ing why  they  did  not  play.  Suddenly  the  roll  of  a 
drum,  as  if  first  at  a great  distance,  was  heard  behind 
the  transparency,  and  every  eye  was  turned  that 
way.  The  roll  grew  louder  and  louder,  and  having 
reached  its  entire  force,  down  came  the  British  flag 
‘{from  the  enemy’s  ship  in  the  foreground  of  the  pic- 
i j lure — then  the  full  band  struck  up  Yankee  Doodle , 
and  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  under  the  American 
'ensign  ! Very  few  of  the  company  were  aware  of  tli^s;. 


toast. 
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it  is  folly  to  attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  it 
excited.] 

15.  The  brave  -who  have  fallen  in  the  present  war — 
May  the  names  and  valorous  deeds  of  a Pike,  a 
Lawrence,  a Harrows,  and  an  Alien,  live  for  ever  in 
the  affectionate  recollections  of  that  country  for 
which  they  died. 

1G.  The  American  title  to  eminence — "Wisdom  and 
goodness,  patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  and  defeat  of  its  enemy. 

17.  Captain  Jesse  Elliot — Second  in  command  on 

lake  Erie — a brave  son  of  Maryland,  and  an  honor 
to  his  country.  , [9  cheers. 

18.  The  Fair  Ser — Next  to  the  approbation  of 
God  and  Country,  their  smiles  are  the  Hero’s 
reward. 

By  Commodore  Perry. — Commerce — May  she  con- 
tinue to  dispense  her  favors  with  a liberal  hand,  on 
her  favorite  Port — Baltimore.  [9  cheers. 

After  Commodore  Perry  retired. 

Commodore  Perry — Erie's  first  and  gi'eat  Hero. — 
teExegi  monumentum  Ekie  Pehe-;mi*«.s.*  [9  cheers. 

VOLUNTEER  TOASTS  DltANK  ON  THE  OCCASION. 

By  capt.  Spence  (of  the  U.  S.  navy,  one  of  the 
invited  guests) — Anchors  and  Ploughs — six  of  otte, 
and  half  a dozen  of  the  other. 

By  Eli  Simpkins — The  heroes  of  lake  Erie— unlike 
the  iron  race  of  Cadmus ; they  destroy  their  enemies. 

By  John  Wilson — Non-expatriation — may  this  doc- 
tainebe  speedily  expunged  from  the  code  of  nations, 
that  mankind  may  be  as  free  in  the  choice  of  habita- 
tion as  the  eagles  of  Heaven. 

By  commodore  Lewis  (of  New  York,  an  invited 
guest) — The  Chancellor  of  lake  Ontario — the  man 
who  decides  his  cause  by  a summary  mode. 

By  John  JIFKim,  jun. — Palsied  be  the  heart  that 
would  rejoice  at  the  successes  of  the  enemies  of 
their  country  ; and  withered  be  the  arm  and  the 
tongue,  that  would  act  against  the  honor  and  indivi- 
sibility of  the  United  States  of  America. 

By  captain  Ridgely  (an  invited  guest) — Commo- 
dore Truxton,  the  frst  in  our  Constellation. 

By  Mr.  Frisby — Our  dear  native  country — disgrace 
to  the  man  who  would  not  die  in  her  defence. 

By  capt.  Stiles — Thomas  Jefferson,  the  author  of 
the  declaration  of  American  Independence. 

By  tcapt.  Piper — The  flag  of  our  country — the 
brilliant  acluevments  of  our  naval  heroes  have  added 
on  its  stars  an  imperishable  lustre. 

By  R.  C.  Armstrong — The  venerable  governor  of 
Kentucky — May  more  of  our  state  governors  imitate 
his  patriotism. 

By  capt.  J.  Sullivan — John  Q.  Adams,  who  has 
shewn  his  devotion  to  country,  by  abandoning  party. 

By  capt.  S.  Sterelt — When  our  country  calls,  may 
the  name  “American,”  exalt  us  above  party  distinc- 
tions, and  prove  the  rallying  word  to  freemen. 

By The  star  in  the  east — Samuel  DEXxr.fi. 

By  major  Lane— The  citizens  of  Baltimore,  who 
know  how  to  mingle  hospitality  with  patriotism. 

By  John  Diffenderfer — The  brave  tars,  who  accom- 
panied the  gallant  Perry  in  passing  from  the  J Law- 
rence to  the  Niagara,  on  the  memorable  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1813. 

By  Dr.  Allender— General  James  Wilkinson,  the 
accomplished  soldier,  scholar  and  patriot— may  his 
health  be  speedily  established. 

, By  C.  Hughes , sen.— Fifty  74V  well  manned  and 
fitted — a convoy  to  American  commerce  and  commo- 
dore Perry. 

By  R.  JJurvianc.e— Capt.  Isaac  Hull— -the  thunder 
of  his  cannon  awakened  the  world  from  the  dream 
of  British  invincibility. 

* ..Ere  perennius. 
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P.y  major  Tenant — The  memory  of  the  gallant 
Preble — the  pillars  of  Hercules  shook  with  his  thun- 
der, and  the  walls  of  Tripoli  bear  the  inscriptions  of 
his  valor. 

J’,\  m:  jor  Armistead — General  Winder,  of  the 
Dinted  States’  army. 

After  the  gentlemen  retired  tovjhom  the  following  allude , 
By  capt.  51.  Sterett-*- Our  late  president— the 
mayor  oi1  Baltimore. 

By  major  C.  S.  Ridgely— Captains  Ridgely  and 
Spence— they  only  want  an  opportunity  equally  to 
distinguish  themselves  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try. 

By  Wm.  Mf.tkeh — Captain  Samuel  Sterett,  the 
friend  of  his  country. 

After  the  committee  of  arrangements  had  retired, 
Jly  major  W.  Pechin. — The  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, and  the  artist  who  exerted  his  talents  on  this 
occasion — The  splendor  of  their  preparations  to  greet 
the  Hero,  could  only  be  equalled  by  his  own  signal 
achievment;  and  the  animated  and  patriotic  zeal  of 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  evince  their  respect  and 
do  him  honor. 

The  ladies  of  Baltimore  also  rivalling  the  gentle- 
men in  respect  for  the  defenders  of  their  beloved 
country,  invited  commodore  Perry  to  a ball,  which 
was  given  in  honor  of  him  on  the  night  of  the  2d 
instant.  The  assembly  room  was  prepared  and  fur- 
nished in  the  most  elegant  manner  ; but  we  have  not 
received  a particular  account  of  the  entertainment. 
The  hero  left  this  city  the  next  morning,  delighting 
all  bv  the  modesty  of  his  deportment.  Speaking  of 
his  appearance  here,  the  editors  of  the  “ Baltimore 
Patriot ” selected  the  following  happy  quotation  from 
the  great  poet  of  nature  : 

“You  would  have  thought  the  very  windows  spoke! 

“So  many  greedy  looks  of  young  and  old, 

“Through  casements  darted  their  desiring  eyes 
“Upon  his  visage  j and  that  ail  their  walls, 

With  painted  imagery,  had  said  at  once, 

“JESU  PRESERVE  THEE!”  Shakespeare. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  J.  H.  Dent , commanding 
on  the  Charleston  station , to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy , dated 

Charleston,  31s*  January , 1814. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yester- 
day morning,  about  4 o’clock,  I received  information 
express  from  Stono,  that  the  United  States  schooner 
Alligator  had  been  the  evening  before  chased  in  by 
' an  enemy’s  squadron,  and  attacked  in  the  night  by  a 
detachment  of  boats.  I immediately  repaired  to  the 
place,  and  ordered  two  barges  round,  and  a detach- 
ment of  seamen  over  land,  from  the  Nonsuch  to  her 
assistance.  About  8 a.  >r.  I got  on  board  the  Alliga- 
tor, then  some  distance  up  the  river.  I received  the 
following  information  from  sailing  master  Basset,  her 
commander ; that  he  sailed  on  Saturday  morning 
from  the  river  of  North  Edisto,  for  Charleston — soon 
after  leaving  the  bar,  discovered  an  enemy’s  squad- 
ron, consisting  of  a frigate,  a heavy  brig,  and  a her- 
maphrodite, which  gave  chase  to  him — wind  light 
from  the  S.  W.  he  found  that  the  frigate  would  cut 
him  oil"  from  Charleston,  and  in  the  evening  run  into 
the  river,  and  hove  to  ; the  enemy  then  close  off  the 
bar,  and  from  their  manoeuvres  was  of  opinion  they 
j intended  to  send  in  their  boats.  He  stood  up  the 
river  about  two  miles,  and  anchored,  prepared  for 
action.  About  a quarter  before  8 i\  m.  the  moon  very 
bright,  discovered  six  of  the  enemy’s  boats  shove  off 
from  under  the  marsh,  abreast  him  and  within  pis- 
tol shot  (having  under  cover  of  the  marsh,  with 
I muffled  oars,  approached  this  near  without  discove- 
! rv) — he  immediately  gave  tliem  a broadside,  which 
| was  returned ; cut  his  cable  and  made  sail ; when 
' the  action  continued  for  30  minutes,  close  on  board  ; 
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soon  after  making1  way,  the  pilot  was  unfortunately 
mortally  wounded,  and  the  schooner  grounded  ; at 
that  time  their  two  largest  barges  were  disabled,  and 
about  musket  shot  distance  astern,  when  they  re- 
treated, and  have  not  since  been  seen,  The  Al- 
ligator’s rigging  and  sails,  from  the  topsail  yard 
down,  are  literally  cut  to  pieces,  and  but  few  shot 
in  her  hull,  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded,  one 
severely,  and  the  pilot  (Mr.  Hatch,  a very  respecta- 
bje  master  of  a vessel  in  this  port,  having  a large 
family  depending  entirely  on  his  exertions  for  sup- 
port) mortally  wounded.  Great  credit  is  due  to  sail- 
ing  master  Bassett,  his  officers  and  crew,  for  defeat- 
ing a force  so  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  as  there 
could  not  have  been  less  than  140  men  opposed  to  40. 
The  enemy,  by  the  information  received  from  the 
inhabitants  immediately  on  the  river,  must  have  suf- 
fered severely,  as  there  was  great  confusion  on  board 
them  while  retreating,  and  the  largest  boat  appeared 
to  be  so  much  injured  as  to  require  the  assistance 
of  the  others.  I left  the  schooner  last  night  in  Wap- 
poo  Cut,  and  will  be  here  as  soon  as  the  weather  will 
admit.  When  I receive  Mr.  Basset’s  official  report, 
I shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  forward  it  for  your 
further  information, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  DENT. 

Hon.  Win.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  following  is  the  official  account  of  the  attack  on 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Alligator,  by  the  British  barges, 
as  transmitted  to  commodore  Dent  : 

27.  S.  schooner  Alligator,  IVa.fi poo,  Jan.  3i , 1814. 
Sin — l have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  U. 

S.  schooner  Alligator,  under  my  command,  was  at- 
tacked on  the  evening  of  the  29th  instant,  then  lying 
to  an  anchor  in  Sloho  river,  and  abreast  Qf  Coles’ 
Island,  by  six  boats  from  an  enemy’s  squadron  off 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  succeeded  in  beating 
them  off,  after  a warm  action  of  30  minutes.  I have 
to  regret  on  this  occasion,  the  loss  of  two  men  kill- 
ed and  two  wounded;  one  of  the  latter,  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Robert  Hatch,  severely.  This  brave  man  fell 
at  the  helm,  exhorting  those  around  him  to  take 
good  aim  at  the  enemy.  I hope  his  good  conduct 
wjll  entitle  him  to  your  notice.  It  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  what  loss  the  enemy  sustained  ; but  from 
suddenly  ceasing  their  fire  from  the  two  large 
launches,  and  the  other  boats  joining  them  imme- 
diately, I am  induced  to  believe  they  suffered  se- 
verely, as  the  schooner  grounded,  and  they  did  not 
renew  the  action.  The  sails  and  rigging  of  the 
schooner  are  much  cut,  but  no  damage*  sustained  in 
the  hull.  I cannot  conclude  without  rendering  my 
thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  place  under  my  command,  for  their 
meritorious  conduct,  which  alone  prevented  the 
schooner  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy 
of  more  than  treble  our  number. 

With  great  respect,  & c. 

(Signed)  R.  BASSETT. 

T.  H.  Dent,  Esq.  commanding  naval  officer,  .Charleston. 

A list  of  killed  and  -wounded. 

Killed,  Joseph  Bates,  seamen ; William  Fields, 
seaman. 

Wounded,  Mr.  Robert  Hatch,  dangerously;  James 
M‘Gee,  severely. 

Extract  from  the  log-book. 

J^ff  30,  1814 — Pleasant  weather,  wind  S.  W,  at  1 
r.  ar*  anchored  abreast  of  Coles’  Island  ; at  4,  p.  m. 
the  frigate  and  brig  close  in  with  the  breakers, 
when,  after  lying  too  some  time,  made  sail  and  stood 
to  the  southward.  From  their  movements,  I was  of 
opinion  they  ivould  attempt  tp  cut  us  out  in  the 


j night  ; every  preparation  was  accordingly  made  to 
receive  them.  At  30  minutes  past  7,  p .m.  six  boats 
J were  discovered  under,  the  south  side  of  the  river 
I and  under  cover  of  the  marsh,  with  muffled  oars— . 
|when  within  speaking,  distance,  they  were  bailed, 
land  receiving  no  answer,  a musket  was  fired,  which 
they  returned  with  a shower  of  musketry  and  grape 
shot,  accompanied  with  three  cheers— a broadside 
jwas  returned,  the  cable  instantly  cut,  and  sail  made 
j on  the  vessel — there  being  at  this  time  a light  breeze 
jfrom  the  southward  and  westward.  The  enemy’s 
I boats  were  then  distant  about  thirty  yards,  when  a 
heavy  fire  was  opened  from  our  battery  and  small 
arms,  and  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for  20  minutes, 
when  they  were  compelled  to  drop  astern  in  great 
disorder.  About  this  time  the  schooner  grounded 
on  a shoal,  the  pilot  being  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action — the  boats  were  wot  seen  attain. 


SUMMARY  NOTICES, 

The  senate  of  New  York  have  originated  a bill  ap- 
propriating $50,000  for  the?  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Niagara  frontier.  The  house  of  assembly  has 
refused  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  states’  quota 
of  the  direct  tax.  Gen.  Wilkinson  took  up  his  quar- 
ters at  Plattsburg  about  the  20th  tilt.  Nothing  new 
in  the  north.  Gen.  Harrfson  has  resumed  the  com- 
mand of  his  district,  but  no  important  event  has 
lately  transpired  in  that  quarter.  There  has  been 
much  violent  debate  in  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts— but  all  is  working  for  the  best.  Falmouth , 
Cape  Cod,  (Ms.)  has  been  cannonaded  by  the  En- 
glish, who  fired  300  shot  on  the  town  ; several  houses 
injured,  but  no  person  hurt.  The  seventy-four  that; 
was  aground  near  New  London  has  been  got  off. 
Brig.  Gen.  Claiborne  had  gained  a victory  over  the 
Creeks,  killed  many  of  them,  burnt  two  of  their 
towns,  and  destroyed  vast  quantities  of  their  sup- 
plies. A large  body  of  the  Creeks  jn  another  part  of 
the  country  attacked  Gen.  Floyd,  with  great  address 
and  impetuosity,  but  they  were  defeated  with  loss. 
They  left  thirty-seven  dead  on  the  field;  we  had  se- 
venteen killed.  The  official  details  of  these  battles 
are  received,  and  will  be  inserted  of  course.  Albert 
Gallatin  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  mission  to 
Gottenburg.  George  W.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  has 
been  appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  is  stated 
that  Richard  Rush,  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  is 
to  be  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  vice  Mr, 
Pinkney , resigned.  In  congress,  the  proceedings  were 
not  very  important  until  Wednesdsv,  when  Mr, 
Eppes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  (the 
bill  for  the  loan  being  before  the  house)  reported  an 
estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  1814,  to  which  he  added  many  highly  interesting 
statistical  facts.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  these 
things  are  postponed,  but  they  must  lay  over, 
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It  was  briefly  noted  in  our  last  that  Holland,  &c.  had  thrown  off 
their  dependence  on  Napoleon.  It  appears  indubitable  that  the 
Dutch  have  risen  and  driven  out  the  French.  Some  small  parties 
of  the  allied  forces  have  entered  Holland , and  a provincial  govern- 
ment has  been  formed  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Suit - 
zerland  has  levied  a military  force  and  declared  itself  neutral.  All 
the  princes  of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine  have  joined  the 
allies,  or  are  subject  to  them.  Austria  has  recovered  some  part  of 
her  former  possessions  in  Italy  ; where,  however,  Bcaujiarnois  was 
with  a well  appointed  and  entire  army.  But  the  colossal  power  of 
Bonaparte  is  mightily  shaken,  and  it  will  cost  rivers  of  bloodjlo 
regain  the  stand  he  lately  had,  if  it  be  possible.  The  former  great 
fault  of  the  allies  against  France  was  their  quarrels  with  each 
other;  if  they  avoid  that  rock,  Napoleon  will  have  enough  to  do  to 
hold  his  power  in  France,  the  Rhine  being  his  boundary  on  the 
north.  The  Texcl  fleet  of  15  sail  of  the  line  and  4 frigate#,  lias 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  after  a hart!  fight. 
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The  Armed  Neutrality  of  1780 

The  editor  of  the  Register  believes  that  the  follow- 
ing- important  papers,  which  should  belong  to  this 
work  of  reference,  will,  at  tlie  present  moment, 
be  doubly  acceptable  to  his  readers.  [See  page 
407.] 

The  declaration-  of  the  king  of  Denmark  and 
Norway  to  the  courts  of  London,  Versailles 
and  Madrid. 

“ If  the  most  exact  and  perfect  neutrality,  with 
the  most  regular  navigation,  and  the  most  inviolable 
respect  to  treaties,  could  have  exempted  the  com- 
merce of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Denmark  and 
Norway  from  the  inroads  of  the  powers  with  whom 
he  is  at  peace,  and  kept  it  free  and  independent,  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  take  measures  to  insure 
to  his  subjects  that  liberty  to  which  they  have  the 
most  incontrovertible  right.  The  king  of  Denmark 
has  always  founded  his  glory,  and  his  grandeur,  upon 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  other  nations.  ft  has 
been  his  rule,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  to 
testify  to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a conduct  the 
most  capable  of  convincing  them  of  his  pacific  in- 
tentions, and  of  his  desire  to  contribute  to  the  gene- 
ral happiness  of  Europe.  His  proceedings  have  al- 
ways been  conformable  to  these  principles,  against 
which  nothing  can  be  alleged  ; he  has,  till  now,  only 
addressed  himself  to  the  powers  at  war,  to  obtain  a 
redress  of  his  grievances  ; and  he  has  never  wanted 
moderation  in  his  demands,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  received  the  success  they  deserved ; but 
the  neutral  navigation  has  been  too  often  molested 
and  the  most  innocent  commerce  of  his  subjects  too 
frequently  disturbed ; so  that  the  king  finds  himself 
obliged  to  take  proper  measures  to  assure  to  himself 
and  his  allies  the  safety  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  inseparable  rights  of  li- 
berty  and  independence.  If  the  duties  of  neutrality 
are  sacred,  the  law  of  nations  has  also  its  rights 
avowed  by  all  impartial  powers,  established  by  cus- 
tom, and  founded  upon  equity  and  reason.  A nation 
independent  and  neutral,  does  not  lose  by  the  war 
of  others  the  rights  which  she  had  before  the  war, 
because  peace  exists  between  her  and  all  the  belli- 
gerent powers.  Without  receiving  or  being  obliged 
to  follow  the  laws  of  either  of  them,  she  is  allowed 
to  follow,  in  all  places  (contraband  excepted)  the 
traffic  which  she  would  have  a right  to  carry  on,  if 
peace  existed  with  all  Europe,  as  it  exists  with  her. 
The  king  pretends  to  nothing  beyond  what  the  neu- 
trality allows  him.  This  is  his  rule,  and  that  of  his 
people  : and  the  king  cannot  accede  to  the  principle, 
that  a power  at  war  has  a right  to  interrupt  the  com- 
merce of  his  subjects.  He  thinks  it  due  to  himself, 
and  to  his  subjects,  the  faithful  observers  of  these 
rules,  and  to  the  powers  at  war  themselves,  to  de- 
clare to  them  the  following  principles,  which  he  has 
always  held,  and  which  he  will  always  avow  and 
maintain,  in  concert  with  the  empress  of  the  Russias, 
whose  sentiments  he  finds  entirely  conformable  with 
Ills  own. 

“ I.  That  neutral  vessels  have  a right  to  navigate 
freely  from  port  to  port,  even  on  the  coasts  of  the 
powers  at  war. 

Vol,  V. 


“ II.  That  the  e fleet s of  the  subjects  of  the  powj 
ers  at  war  shall  be  free  in  neutral  vessels,  except 
such  as  are  deemed  contraband. 

“ III.  That  nothing  is  to  lie  understood  under  thej 
denominations  of  contraband,  that  is  not  expressly 
mentioned  as  such  in  the  third  article,  of  his  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1670, 
and  the  2fith  and  27th  articles  of  his  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  France,  in  the  year  174-2  ; and  the  king 
will  equally  maintain  these  rules  with  llipse  power* 
with  whom  he  has  no  treaty. 

“ IV.  That  he  will  look  upon  that  as -a  fort  block  - 
ed up,  into  which  no  vessel  can  enter  withoii . evident 
danger,  on  account  of  vessels  of  War  so  stationed 
there  as  to  form  an  effectual  blockade. 

V.  That  these  principles  shall  serve  for  rules  in 
law  proceeding,  and  that  justice  shill  be  expeditious- 
ly rendered,  by  the  maritime  regulations,  .conforma- 
bly to  treaty  and  usage  received. 

“ VI.  Ilis  majesty  does  not  hesitate  to  declare* 
that  he  will  maintain  these  principles  with  the  honor 
of  his  flag,  and  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  his  subjects  ; and  that 
it  is  for  this  purpose  he  has  armed  a part  of  his  na- 
vy, although  lie  is  desirous  to  preserve,  with  all  the 
powers  at  war,  not  only  a good  understanding,  but 
all  the  friendship  of  which  the  neutrality  can  admit. 
The  king  will  never  recede  from  these  principles* 
unless  he  is  forced  to  it . he  knows  his  duties  and  his 
obligations,  he  respects  them  as  he  does  his  treaties* 
and  desires  no  other  than  to  maintain  them.  His 
majesty  is  persuaded,  that  the  belligerent  powders 
will  acknowledge  the  justness  of  his  motives;  that 
they  may  be  as  averse  as  himself  to  doing  any  thing 
that  will  oppress  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  that, 
they  will  give  their  orders  to  their  admiralty  and  to 
their  officers,  conformably  to  the  principles  above 
recited,  which  tend  to  the  general  happiness  and  in- 
terest of  all  Europe. 

**  Copenhagen , July  8, 1780.” 

“ A COPY  OF  THE  MARITIME  TREATY  BETWEEN  THE 

empress  of  Russia  and  the  king  of  Henmark^ 

ACCEDED  TO  BY  THE  KING  OF  SWEDEN  AND  STATES 

GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES, 

“ Art.  I.  Their  respective  majesties  afe  fully  and 
sincerely  determined  to  keep  upon  the  most  friend- 
ly terms  with  the  present  belligerent  powers,  and 
preserve  the  most  exact  neutrality : they  solemnly 
declare  their  firm  intention  to  be,  that  their  respec- 
tive subjects  shall  strictly  observe  the  laws  forbid- 
ding all' contraband  trade  with  the  powers  now  be<« 
ing,  or  that  may  hereafter  be,  concerned  in  the  pre- 
sent disputes. 

II.  To  prevent  all  equivocation  or  misunder- 
standing of  the  word  contraband,  their  imperial  and 
royal  majesties  declare,  that  the  meaning  of  the  said 
word  is  solely  restrained  to  such  goods  and  commo- 
dities as  are  mentioned  under  that  denomination  irj 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  their  said  majesties 
and  either  of  the  belligerent  powers.  Her  imperial 
majesty  abiding  principally  by  the  Xth  and  Xlth  aivn 
tides  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  ; 
the  conditions  therein  mentioned,  which  are  founded 
on  the  right  of  nations,  being  understood  to  extend 
to  the  kings  of  France  and  Snain  ; as  there  is  at  prc” 
A A.  A 
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sent  no  specific  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  (eluded  ; unless  the  controversy  should  spring  from 
latter  and  the  former.  His  Danish  majesty,  on. his  continual  vexations  which  anight  tend  to  aggrieve 


part,  regulates  his  conduct  in  this  particular  by  the 
first  article  of  his  treaty  with  England,  and  XXVlth 
and  XXYllth  of  that  subsisting  between  his  said 
majesty  and  the  king  of  France,  extending  the  pro- 
visions made  in  the  latter  to  the  Catholic  king;  there 
being  no  treaty  ad  hoc , between  Denmark  and  Spain. 

“ HP  And  whereas  by  this  means  the  word  contra- 
band, conformable  to  the  treaties  now  extant,  and 
the  stipulations  made  between  the  contracting 
powers,  and  those  that  are  now  at  war,  is  fully  ex- 
plained; especially  by  the  treaty  between  Russia 
and  England  of  the  20th  of  June,  1766 ; between  the 
latter  and  Denmark,  of  the  11th  of  July,  1670  ; and 
between  their  Danish,  and  most  Christian  majesties  of 
August  23d,  1742  ; the  will  and  opinion  of  the  high 
contracting  powers  are,  that  all  other  trade  whatso- 
ever shall  be  deemed  and  remain  free  and  unrestrain- 
ed. 

“ By  the  declaration  delivered  to  the  belligerent 
powers,  their  contracting  majesties  have  already 
challenged  the  privileges  founded  on  natural  right, 
whence  springs  the  freedom  of  trade  and  navigation, 
as  well  as  the  right  of  neutral  powers ; and  being 
fully  determined  not  to  depend  in  future  merely  on 
an  arbitrary  interpretation,  devised  to  answer  some 
private  advantages  or  concerns,  they  have  mutually 
covenanted  as  follows  : 

“ First,  That  it  will  be  lawful  for  any  ship  what- 
ever to  sail  freely  from  one  port  to  another,  or  along 
the  coast  of  the  powers  now  at  war.- — 2ndiy,  That 
all  merchandize  and  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  the  said  belligerent  powers,  and  shipped  on  neu- 
tral bottoms,  shall  be  entirely  free ; except  contra- 
band goods. — 3dly,  In  order  to  ascertain  what  con- 
stitutes the  blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it  is  to 
be  understood  to  be  in  such  predicament,  when  the 
assailing  power  has  taken  such  a station  as  to  expose 
to  imminent  danger  any  ship  or  ships  that  would  at- 
tempt to  sail  in  or  out  of  the  said  ports. — 4thly,  No 
neutral  ships  shall  be  stopped  without  a material  and 
well  grounded  cause .:  and  in  such  cases  justice  shall 
be  done  to  them  without  loss  of  time  ; and  besides 
indemnifying,  each  and  every  time,  the  party  agripv- 
ed,  and  thus  stopped  without  sufficient  cause,  full 
satisfaction  shall  be  given  to  the  high  pontractirig 
powers  for  the  insult  offered  to  their  flag. 

“ IV.  In  order  to  protect  officially  the  general 
trade  of  their  respective  subjects,  on  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  aforesaid,  her  imperial,  and  his  royal 
majesty  have  thought  proper,  for  effecting  such  pur- 
pose, each  respectively  to  fit  out  a proportionate 
quota  of  ships  of  war  and  frigates.  The  squadron 
of  each  of  the  contracting  powers  shall  be  stationed 
in  a proper  latitude,  and  shall  be  employed  in  escort- 
ing convoys  according  to  the  particular  circumstan- 
ces of  the  navigators  and  traders  of  each  nation. 

“ V.  Should. any  of  the  merchantmen  belonging 
»o  the  subjects  of  the  contracting  powers  sail  in  a 
latitute  where  shall  be  no  ships  of  war  of  their  own 
nation,  and  thus  be  deprived  of  the  said  protection  ; 
in  such  case,  the  commander  of  the  squadron  be- 
longing to  the  other  friendly  power  shall,  at  the  re- 
quest of  such  merchantmen,  grant  them  sincerely, 
and  bona  fide,  all  necessary  assistance.  The  ships  of 
war  and  frigates,  of  either  of  the  contracting  pow- 
ers, shall  thus  protect  and  assist  the  merchantmen  of 
the  other:  provided  nevertheless,  that  under  the 
sanction  of  such  required  assistance  and  protection, 
no  contraband  be  carried  on,  nor  any  prohibited  trade 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  neutrality. 

“ VI.  The  present  convention  cannot  be  supposed 
to  have  any  relative  effect ; that  is,  to  extend  to  any 
differences  that  may  have  arisen  since  its  being  con- 


and  oppress  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

“ Vll.  If  notwithstanding  tl»e  cautious  and  friend- 
ly care  of  the  contracting  powers,  and  their  steady 
adherence  to  an  exact  neutrality,  the  Russian  and 
Danish  merchantmen  should  happen  to  be  insulted, 
plundered,  or  captured,  by  any  ot  the  armed  ships  or 
privateers  belonging  to  any  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers : in  such  case  the  ambassador  or  envoy  of  the 
aggrieved  party,  to  the  offending  court,  shall  claim 
such  ship  or  ships,  insisting  on  a proper  satisfaction, 
and  never  neglect  to  obtain  a reparation  for  the  in- 
sult offered  to  the  flag  of  his  court.  The  minister 
of  the  other  contracting  power  shall  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  most  efficacious  and  vigorous  manner, 
defend  such  requisition,  which  shall  be  supported 
by  both  parties  with  unanimity.  But  in  case  of  any 
refusal,  or  even  delay  in  redressing  the  grievances 
complained  of;  then  their  majesties  will  retaliate 
against  the  power  that  shall  thus  refuse  to  do  them 
justice,  and  immediately  agree  together  on  the  most 
proper  means  of  making  well  founded  reprisals. 

“ VIII.  In  case  either  of  the  contracting  powers, 
or  both,  at  the  same  time,  should  be  in  any  manner 
aggrieved  or  attacked,  in  consequence  of  the  present 
convention,  or  for  any  reason  relating  thereto ; it  is 
agreed,  that  both  powers  will  join,  act  in  concert  for 
their  mutual  defence,  and  unite  their  forces  in  order 
to  procure  to  themselves  an  adequate  and  perfect 
satisfaction,  both  in  regard  to  the  insult  put  upon 
their  respective  flags,  and  the  losses  suffered  by 
their  subjects. 

“ IX.  This  convention  shall  remain  in  force  for 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  ; and 
the  obligation  enforced  thereby,  will  serve  as  the 
ground-work  of  all  treaties  that  may  be  set  on  foot 
hereafter  : according  to  future  occurrences,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  any  fresh  maritime  wars  which 
might  unhappily  disturb  the  tranquility  of  Europe. 
Meanwhile,  all  that  is  hereby  agreed  Upon  shall  be 
deemed  as  binding  and  permanent,  in  regard  both  to 
mercantile  and  naval  affairs,  and  shall  have  the  force 
of  law  in  determining  the  rights  of  neutral  nations. 

“ X.  The  chief  aim  and  principal  object  of  the 
present  convention  being  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
trade  and  navigation,  the  high  contracting  powers 
have  antecedently  agreed,  and  do  engage  to  give  to 
all  other  neutral  powers  free  leave  to  accede  to  the 
present  treaty,  and,  after  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  share  equally  in  the 
obligations  and  advantages  thereof. 

“ XI.  In  order  that  the  powers,  now  at  war,  may 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  strength  and  nature  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  the  two  courts  afore- 
said ; the  high  contracting  parties  shall  give  notice, 
in  the  most  friendly  manner,  to  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers, of  the  measures  by  them  taken  ; by  which,  far 
from  meaning  any  manner  of  hostility*  or  causing 
any  loss  or  injury  to  other  powers,  their  only  inten- 
tion is  to  protect  the  trade  and  navigation  of  their 
respective  subjects. 

“ XII.  This  convention  shall  be  ratified  by  the  con- 
tracting powers,  and  the  ratifications  interchanged 
between  the  parties  in  due  form,  within  the  space  "of 
six  weeks,  from  the  day  of  .its  being  signed,  or  even 
sooner  if  possible.  In  witness  whereof*  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  full  powers  granted  us  for  the  purpose, 
we  have  put  our  hands  and  seals  to  the  present  treaty. 

“ Given  at  Copenhagen,  July  the  I9th,  1780. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  D’OSTEN,  called  SOKEN, 
J.  SCHACK  RATLAU, 

A.  P.  COMPTE  BERNSTORFF* 

O.  THOFT, 

H.  E1KSTEDT. 
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(*  Acceded  to,  and  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  court  of  Sweden,  at  Petersburgh,  the. 21st  of 
duly,  1780,  and  by  the  states  general  accepted  No- 
vember 20,  1780,  and  signed  at  Petersburgh,  Janua- 
ry 5,  1781,  with  the  addition  only  of  article 

“ XIII.  If  the  respective  squadrons,  or  ship9  of 
war,  should  meet  or  unite,  to  act  in  conjunction,  the 
command  in  chief  will  be  regulated  according  to 
what  is  commonly  practised  between  the  crowned 
heads  and  the  republic.” 


Kentucky  Legislature. 

Monday , January  10. — Mr.  Mills  read  and  laid  on 
the  table  the  following  resolutions  : 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky,  claiming  a right  to 
express  their  opinion  on  national  measures — to  cen- 
sure a departure  from  rectitude,  or  applaud  a cor- 
rect course  of  conduct  practised  by  the  officers  of 
the  Union,  now  attempt  to  declare  the  sentiments  of 
the  members  composing  this  body,  and  as  we  believe 
of  our  constituents,  on  the  present  interesting  crisis 
of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the  internal  concerns 
of  the  general  government.  We  deem  this  a privi- 
lege, which  we  cannot  abandon,  either  as  individu- 
als, or  in  a corporate  capacity. 

We  have  hitherto  declared  a decided  opposition 
to  thejem  harassing  edicts  of  Great  Britain,  calculated 
to  lessen  our  independence,  and  degrade  our  charac- 
ter as  a nation  among  the  empires  of  the  world. — 
This  state  was  not  the  last  to  recommend  an  appeal 
to  the  sword  as  the  ultimate  redress  ; she  still  deems 
that  decision  the  only  wise  alternative ; and  she  will 
not  be  the  first  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  recede  from 
that  momentous  resort  so  imperiously  demanded  by 
the  interest  of  the  nation,  with  whose  welfare,  our 
own  as  a state  is  not  only  connected,  but  completely 
identified.  Still  deeming  it  important,  while  en- 
gaged in  the  arduous  struggle,  and  feeling  the  vicis- 
situdes of  war,  to  brace  the  arm  and  strengthen  eve- 
ry nerve  of  the  nation,  this  legislature  concurs  in 
the  following  resolutions,  as  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  state. 

Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  that  we 
still  firmly  adhere  to  the  general  government,  and 
retain  our  attachment  to  the  federal  constitution, 
which  binds  us  together,  and  with  the  fate  of  which 
we  combine  that  of  our  own  existence. 

Resolved , That  we  still  possess  an  unabated  confi- 
dence in  the  present  administration  of  our  national 
government  now  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive competent  to  steer  the  helm  of  state  between 
the  vortex  of  domestic  faction  and  the  menaced  rocks 
of  foreign  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  overtures  of  peace  made  to 
the  British  government  by  ours,  since  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  the  speedy  acceptance  of  the  abor- 
tive mediation  of  Russia,  are  irrefragable  evidences 
(if  evidence  was  wanting)  of  the  necessity  of  the 
war,  and  a sincere  desire  of  peace. — But  those  ad- 
vances on  our  part  have  reached  a point,  below  which 
no  independent  government  ought  to  descend. 

Resolved,  That  the  restriction  on  our  commerce 
lately  enforced  by  an  embargo,  is  wise,  expedient  and 
politic— and  repays  privation  and  self  denial,  by 
preventing  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  from  our  own 
resources.  We  cordially  approve  its  adoption,  and 
and  doubt  the  patriotism  that  hesitates  to  submit  to 
the  national  sacrifice. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  and 
lie  is  hereby  requested,  to  transmit  a copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress* 


Congress. 

HOTTSK  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  3. — Mr.  Fisk,  of  N.  Y.  offered 
the  following : 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire in  what  manner  the  contracts  for  supplying  the 
army  of  the  United  States  have  been  made  and  exe- 
cuted, and  to  what  extent  the  general  officers  have 
interfered  in  such  contracts  prejudicially  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  the  rights  of  individuals.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Geo.  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Stanford  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the 
president’ to  retain  in  service  certain  volunteer  corps. 

M r.  Troup  stated  the  object  and  design  of  the  bill. 
By  a law  passed  in  1812,  the  president  was  authoriz- 
ed to  accept  the  service  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers. 
Under  this  law,  as  many  men  as  made  up  about  six 
regiments  had  been  called  into  actual  service,  viz  -. 
one  regiment  in  New-ITampshire  and  Maine,  two  in 
New- York,  one  regiment  partly  organized  in  Virgi- 
nia, two  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi 
territory.  Their  terms  of  service  were  daily  expiring 
—but  a certain  number  yet  remained  in  service.  It 
had  been  understood  that  a certain  portion  of  them, 
amounting  to  perhaps  a thousand  men  were  willing 
to  serve  during  the  war  under  their  own  officers. 
Many  of  the  officers  had  proved  themselves  worthy, 
and  entitled  themselves  to  the  approbation  of  their 
government.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  enable 
the  government  to  accept  the  services  of  such  men 
as  were  thus  disposed  fo  serve  during  the  war. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill. 

After  several  motions  to  amend  the  bill,  one  df 
which  went  to  limit  the  number  to  be  called  into 
service  to  1000  men,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

Friday,  February  4. — Mr.  Lowndes,  of  S.  C.  from 
the  committee  of  naval  affairs,  reported  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  pre- 
sent a sword  to  the  nearest  male  relation  of  midship- 
man John  Clark,  who  was  slain  gallantly  combatting 
the  enemy  in  the  glorious  battle  on  lake  Erie,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Perry,  and  to  communicate 
to  him  the  deep  regret  which  congress  feels  for  the 
loss  of  that  brave  officer. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  subsequently 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

[It  appears  that  the  name  of  the  deceased  Was 
omitted  or  overlooked,  in  the  former  resolution  on 
this  subject.] — Ed.  Reg. 

The  volunteer  bill  alluded  in  yesterday’s  proceed- 
ings, was  passed. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  S.  C.  moved  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  on  the  petition  from  New- York,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a national  bank,  and  that  the  same  be 
re-committed  to  the  same  committee,  with  a view  of 
making  a further  motion  on  that  subject.— Agreed. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  said  that  it  would  be  found  that 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  decided 
against  that  report,  on  the  ground  of  unconstitution- 
aiity  of  establishing  such  a bank  as  that  asked  for  in 
the  petition.  Mr.  C.  wished  to  ehquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  such  a national  bank  within 
the  district  of  Columbia,  the  power  to  which  it  could 
not  be  doubted  came  within  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  congress.  For  all  practicable  purpose*  he 
believed  such  a bank  would  be  as  useful  as  that 
which  was  proposed.  To  come  at  his  object,  Mr. 
C.  proposed  the  following  motion  ; 
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Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a national  bank,  to  be  located  in  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Hanson  made  a motion  about  Turreau’s  letter 
Which  the  house  refused  to  consider. 

Saturday , February  5. — The  .proceedings  of  Sa- 
turday were  chiefly  of  a local  and  uninteresting  na- 
ture. In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  Ingersoll  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house 
such  information  as  may  be  obtained  respecting  the 
general  post-office  establishment  of  the  U.  States. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
to  be  printed. 

Monday , February  7. — Mr.  Cutbbert,  the  new 
member,  "from  Georgia,  vice  Mr.  Bibb,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 

After  several  private  petitions  had  been  disposed 
of 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
no  provide  for  the  return  to  their  own  districts  of 
vessels  detained  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other 
than  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
long.'’ 

Many  motions  were  made  to  amend  the  bill,  some 

of  which  produced  considerable  discussion the 

house  adjourned  without  a decision. 

Tuesday , February  8. — The  house  resumed  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  respecting  embar- 
goed coasters.  It  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  that  passed  the  house  some  days  ago  for 
the  conversion  of  five  regiments  of  infantry  into  ri- 
flemen, being  returned  from  the  senate  with  an 
amendment  that  went  to  raise  three  regiments  of 
riflemen  instead  of  converting  the  five  as  aforesaid, 
a long  debate  took  place  which  terminated  with  a 
vote  to  concur  with  the  senate’s  amendment — ayes 
81,  nays  67. 

Wednesday,  February  S. — Mr.  Newton,  from  the 
committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  per- 
mit the  departure  of  Paid  Cuffe,,h c.  Referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Grundy  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  to  alter 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  limit 
the  term  of  service -for  senators  . of  the  United  States 
to  four  years — referred. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  embargoed 
coasters  [which  permits  them  to  return  to  the  places 
where  they  belong]  was  read  a third  time  and  passed 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

*AYES— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett, Baylies,  (of  Mass.)  Bayly,  (of  Va.)  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caperton, Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conrad,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert  Eppes,  Evans,  Finlay,  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
soni  Goldsborough.Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hopkins,  of  N.  Y.  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Irving,  of  N.  Y.  Jackson, (of  R.  I.)  Jack- 
s6n,  (ofVa.)  Johnson,  (of  Va.)  Kennedy,  Kent,  (of  N.  Y.)  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King,  (of  Mass.)  Lcfferts,  Macon,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kim,  Montgo- 
mery, Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pleasants, 
.J.  Reed,  Rea,  (of  Pa.)  Rhea,  (of  Ten.)  Rich,  Ridgely,  Roan, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Skinner'  Smith, 
(of  Pa.)  Smith,  (of  Va.)  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Tay- 
lor, Troup,  Thompson,-  Udree,  Vose,  Ward,  (of  Mass.)  Ward,  (of  N* 
J.)  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson,  (of  Mass.)  Wilson,  (of  Pa.)  Wood 
Yancey— 100.  ••  , 

KAYS— Messrs.  Avery,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Cilley,  Culpep- 

E:r,  Davenport,  Davis,  _(of.  Mass.)  Davis,  (of  Penn.)  Denoyelles, 
ewey,  Fax-row,  Fisk,  (of  N.  Y.)  Geddes,  Gfosvenox-,  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Howell,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  M‘Kee,  Moffit,  Moseley, 
Markell,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Post, Potter,  Schurenian,  Sbipherd, 
Smith,  (of  N.  Y.)  Stockton,  Stewart,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Whea- 
ton, Wilcox,  Williams,  Wintex-— 40. 

The  loan  fok  1814. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of 
Va.  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Jtlr.  Nelson,  of  Va.  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to 
authorise  the  luaa  of  dollars.  - 


The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Eppes  rose  to  mot  e to  fill  the  blanks  in  the 
bill,  and  to  state  the  reasons  for  its  amount,  and  why 
the  loan  bill  had  been  introduced  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  before  the  appropriation  bills  were  reported, 
and  of  course  before  it  could  be  precisely  ascertained 
what  the  amount  of  these  appropriations  would  be. 
He  then  made  the  following  statement  of 
Estimated  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  1814. 

Cash  in  the  treasury,  1st  January,  1814, 
including  sums  subject  to  previous 
appropriations,  about  4,700,000 

From  customs  and  public 

lands  1,800,000 

Internal  revenue  700,000 

Direct  tax,  amount  payable 
*,by  the  states  which  have 
assumed  about  1,159,000 

Loan  of  seven  and  a half 
millions  3,650,000 

Treasury  notes  1,970,000 

8,379,000 


Estimated  Expenditures. 
Civil,  Diplomatic,  Miscella- 
neous 450,000 

Military  expences  6,000,000 

Naval  do.  1,800,000 

Public  debt — 

Treasury  notes  1,014,000 

Dividend  payable  on  the  1st 
of  April,  on  the  funded 
debt  in  addition  to  monies 
of  sinking  fund  in  hand, 
about  1,000,000 


$13,079,000 


10,264,000 


Would  leave  on  the  1st  of  April  $2,815,000 

From  this  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  it  appears  im- 
portant that  the  loan  should  be  put  in  operation,  so 
as  to  insure  from  that  source  a sufficient  sum  in  aid 
of  the  revenue,  to  meet  the  expences  of  the  next 
quarter. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  1814  are  estimated  as 
follows  : 

For  the  civil  list  including  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt  $13,900,000 
For  the  military  establishment  24,550,000 

For  the  naval  establishment  6,900,000 


Amounting  altogether  to  45,350,000 

The  funds  to  meet  this  expenditure  are  estimated  as 
follows : 

Revenue  derived  from  customs  and  the 

sales  of  public  lands  $6,600,000 

Internal  revenue  and  direct  taxes  3,500,000 

Balance  of  the  loan  of  7,000,000  3,650,000 

Balance  of  treasury  notes  1,070,000 


Cash  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  day  of 
December,  after  deducting  3,500,000 
dollars  estimated  as  sufficient  to  satis- 
fy appropriations  made  prior  to  that 
day,  and  leaving  applicable  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1814  1,180,000 

16,000,000 

So  that  there  remains  to  be  provided  for 
by  loans  29,350,000 

To  meet  this  deficiency  it  is  proposed  to 

authorise  a loan  for  25,000,000 

Treasury  notes  for  5,000,000 


Making  altogether  the  sum  of  $30,000,000 
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The  estimate  for  the  military  department  being- 
made  on  the  full  complement  of  63,422  officers  and 
men  for  the  year,  and  one  month  having-  already 
expired,  it  is  presumed  that  a deduction  from  the 
expences  of  the  military  department,  may  be  made, 
sufficient  to  cover  the  additional  bounty  recently 
authorised,  and  that  650,000  dollars  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  in^et  any  other  expence  which  may  be  au- 
thorised during  the  present  session  of  congress. 
The  sum  to  be  borrowed  is  much  larger  than  any 
loan  heretofore  authorised  in  this  country — it  is 
fully  equal  to  two  years  revenue  in  the  most  flou- 
rishing period  of  our  commerce.  Our  experience, 
however,  has  shewn  that  a faithful  application  of  the 
funds  of  the  nation  in  times  of  peace,  will  enable  us 
to  pay  off,  within  a reasonable  period,  any  debt 
which  may  be  contracted  during  the  war.  In  eleven 
years,  during  the  present  and  former  adtninistra- 
tions,  46,000,000  dollars  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  were  paid  off.  Without  taking  into  view, 
therefore,  the  progress  of  population  and  wealth, 
we  are  authorised  to  say,  that  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  without  any  system  of  internal  tuxes,  are 
sufficient  in  times  of  peace  to  discharge  in  twenty- 
two  years  a debt  of  92,000,000  dollars  principal. 
During  the  five  years  of  the  present  administration, 
the  preparations  for  war,  and  the  war,  have  caused 
an  immense  increase  of  the  debt— that  increase,  how- 
ever, is  greatly  below  what  the  enemies  of  the  ad- 
ministration have  endeavored  to  make  it. 

The  increase  of  debt  in  every  country,  where  the 
interest  is  regularly  paid,  (and  in  this  it  always  has 
been)  will  be  the  difference  between  the  principal 
borrowed  and  the  principal  paid.  A statement, 
therefore,  of  the  principal  paid  and  of  the  principal 
borrowed  during  the  five  years  of  Mr.  Madison’s 
administration,  will  shew  the  actual  increase  of  the 


debt. 

Principal  Paid. 

1809 

$3,586,479  26 

1810 

5,163,4?'6  93 

1811 

5,543,470  89 

1812 

5,235,668 

1813 

4,022,700 

Principal  paid 

$23,551,795  08 

Principal  received  from  loans  during  the  same  period. 

1809 

0,000,000 

1810 

2,750,000 

1811 

0,000,000 

1812,  11  million  loan 

10,184,700 

1813j  16  million  loan  (annuities 

included) 

18,109,377 

1813,  7\  3,850,000  do. 

4,362,600 

Treasury  note  1812 

5,000,000 

Treasury  note  1813 

3,930,000 

The  principal  borrowed 

44 ,336,677  51 

The  principal  paid 

23,554,785  08 

Leaves 

$20,781,881  43 

For  the  actual  increase  of  the  debt  from  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  Madison’s  administration  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1813.  This  estimate  includes  the 
premium  paid  by  way  of  annuity  or  discount,  and 
the  addition  which  has  been  stated  is  of  a debt  bear 
ing  six  per  ceijt  interest. 

It  may  perhaps  on  the  present  occasion  be  ex 
pected  that  something  should  be  said  as  to  the  pros 
pect  of  obtaining  a loan.  In  proportion  as  you  in 
crease  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  you  will  always 
increase  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  money.  The 
quantum  in  market  whether  specie  or  stock,  will 
always  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  value  of 
the  article,  SThe  ability  of  a community  to  lend 
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must  depend  on  its  income  or  on  the  value  of  its 
productive  industry  and  its  circulating  medium. 
What  is  that  amount  in  the  United  States  ? It  is 
with  some  degree  of  diffidence  I attempt  such  an 
estimate.  If,  however,  in  making  this  attempt  I shall 
succeed  in  calling  to  this  subject  the  attention  of 
others  better  qualified  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  I shall  rest  satisfied. 

The  improved  land  on  which  the  direct  tax  under 
the  act.  of  1798  was  collected,  was  163,476,686  acres 
and  valued  at  that  time  at  <$479,293,253,  rather 
more  than  three  dollars  per  acre.  It  is  presumed 
the  same  land  may  now  be  averaged  at  six  dollars 
per  acre,  which  will  give 

For  the  valuation  of  improved  land  $982,480,000 
The  dwelling  houses  under  the  same 
act  were  valued. at  140,683,984  dol- 
lars. They  may  now  with  safety 
be  estimated  at  double  that  sum  280,000,000 
The  unimproved  lands  after  deduct- 
ing all  the  claims  on  them  amount 
to  400,000,000  acres,  at  two  dollars  800,000,000 
The  other  personal  property  includ- 
ing slaves  is  estimated  at  300,000,000 

The  capital  embarked  in  commerce, 
previous  to  the  war,  allowing  for 
exports  and  imports  100,000,000 

The  bank  capital  at  present  amounts  75,000,000 
Turnpike,  canal,  toll  bridge  and  in- 
surance stock,  8;c.  30,000,000 


Total 


$2,567,480,000 


The  income  arising  on  this  capital  may  he  estimated  as 
follows: 

Profit  on  improved  land,  two  per  cent. 

on  982,480,000  § 19,649,600 

On  personal  property  including  dwel- 
ling houses,  5 80,000,000  at  4 per 
cent.  23,200,000 

15  per  cent,  on  the  capital  employed  in 
commerce  15,000,000 

8 per  cent,  on  75,000,000 — the  amount 

of  bank  capital  6,000,000 

Turnpike,  canal,  insurance  and  other 
stock,  six  per  cent,  on  30,000,000  1,800,000 

Product  of  all  other  occupations  in- 
cluding manufactures  as  stated  in 
the  last  census  172,000,000 


Total  $235,849,600 

In  the  year  1798,  the  whole  value  of  the  aiumal 
produce  of  the  industry  of  the  United  States  was 
estimated,  by  an  able  and  intelligent  writer,  on  a 
population  of  4§  millions,  at  37g  millions  sterling, 
or  168,000,000  dollars — vide  Cooper’s  Political 
Arithmetic,  47.  According  to  the  same  estimate 
for  our  present  population  it  would  be  300  millions. 
This  estimate  would  be  64,000,000  above  what  1 have 
rated  it  at,  and  induces  me  to  repose  some  confidence 
in  the  estimate  1 have  made. 

The  writers  on  political  economy  differ  as  to  the 
proportion  between  the  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium  and  the  productive  industry.  Their  calcu- 
lations vary  from  one-fifth  to  one-thirtieth — one- 
thirtieth,  minimum  of  Smith,  on  237,845,600  would 
give  something  more  than  7,000,000  of  dollars  for 
the  necessary  circulation  of  the  United  States — -his 
maximum,  one-fifth,  would  give  something  more 
than  47,000,000  dollars.  If  then  47,569,120  dollars 
is  sufficient  for  the  actual  circulation,  the  whole  of 
the  circulating  medium  above  that  sum  might  be 
locked  up  or  drawn  from  circulation  without  pro- 
ducing inconvenience  or  pressure.  But  money  bor- 
rowed by  the  government  is  not  drawn  from  circular 
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t on,  but  is  instantly  thrown  back  on  the  community, 
and  becomes  a part  of  the  general  circulation. 

The  question  then  is,  what  is  the  amount  of  cir- 
culating medium  ? The  bank  capital  has  been  stated 
at  75,0 00,000  ; on  this  capital  we  may  calculate  with 
safety  on  a circulation  in  notes  and  discount  of 
100,000,000.  From  this  sum  deduct  47,569,120  dol- 
lars, the  maximum  of  what  is  deemed  necessary  for 
circulation,  and  the  sum  remaining,  viz  : 52,430,880, 
constitutes  the  ability  of  the  monied  capitalists  to 
loan — of  this  sum  we  propose  to  borrow  30,000,000. 
Having  shewn  the  ability  to  lfendr  the  only  question 
remaining  is,  will  it  be  the  interest  of  those  who  hold 
the  monied  capital  to  advance  it  to  the  government  ? 
A monied  capitalist  will  always  pursue  his  interest 
In  deciding  this  question,  the  calculation  will  be 
made  on  peace  or  war.  No  prudent  man  will  loan 
his  money  without  taking  into  view  both  these 
events.  In  the  event  of  peace  an  immediate  rise  in 
the  price  of  stock  affordsa  certain  prospect  of  profit. 
As  an  in  vesture  of  money  it  is  more  safe  than  in 
banks,  inasmuch^  individuals  may  fail  and  the  na- 
tion cannot.  For  ij  merchant  whose  capital,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  is 
withdrawn  from  commerce,  it  is  a better  investure 
than  in  manufactures. 

The  money  invested  in  manufactures  cannot  be 
withdrawn  without  loss  in  the  sale  of  the  buildings 
and  machinery  necessary  for  carrying  them  on.  The 
stock  however  of  the  United  States  could  at  once  be 
converted  into  money  at  considerable  profit,  and  his 
capital  again  restored  to  its  former  channel.  If  there- 
fore peace  shall  take  place,  to  which  I confess  I look 
forward  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  the  present 
loan  combines  all  the  advantages  of  safety,  profit, 
and  a command  at  will  of  the  capital  invested.  If 
on  the  contrary  these  expectations  shall  be  disap- 
pointed and  the  war  continue,  our  limited  commerce 
must  leave  unimployed  a large  surplus  capital.  It  is 
true  that  the  increasing  demand  for  our  manufactures 
may  afford  employment  for  a part  of  this  capital. — 
To  those  however  who  have  formed  commercial  ha- 
bits'and  look  forward  to  presuming  their  accustomed 
occupations,  such  an  employment  of  capital  cannot 
be  desirable.  The  stability  of  our  credit  founded  on 
a punctual  compliance  with  our  engagements,  must 
be  gratifying  to  every  American.  During  27  years  the 
faith  of  the  nation  has  never  been  questioned — our 
credit  has  gvwiyu  With  our  strength— our  resources 
are  ample— to  bring  them  into  action  requires  no- 
thing but  union  and  energy. 

Mr.  Biglow  of  Mass,  followed  Mr.  Eppes  in  de- 
bate, but  not  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  or  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill.  He  should  not  vote  for  the  loan, 
be  announeed  because  it  was  for  the  support  of  war 
unprovidentally  declared  and  erroneously  conducted. 

To  shew  the  inexpediency  of  the  declaration  of 
war  he  entered  into  a particular  historical  review  of 
our  measures  affecting  foreign  relations  for  several 
years  past,  commencing  with  Mr.  Jefferson’s  refusal 
to  lay  the  treaty  with  Britain  negociatedby  Monroe 
and  Pinkney,  before  the  senate.  Mr.  B.  spoke  an 
hour. 

Mr.  M‘Kim  of  Md.  in  a pithy  speech  recalled  the 
attention  of  the  house  from  the  excursive  range 
taking  by  Mr.  Bigelow , to  the  present  state  of  the 
nation— to  things  as  they  actually  exist ; on  a full 
consideration  of  which  he  declared  he  must  vote  tor 
the,  bill,  &c. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
asked  leave  to  sit  again.  ’ 

Thursday,  February  10.— The  house  resumed,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  authorise  a loan  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year — Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Shejfiey  spoke  against  the 


(bill ; but  while  the  latter  was  speaking  a message 
was  received  from  the  president — after  which  the 
committee  rose  reported  progress  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

The  message  from  the  president  contained  the 
following  report : 

Si  u — In  conformity  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  30th  July,  1813,  copies 
have  been  prepared  at  the  treasury,  of  the  accounts 
in  detail  of  the  different  ministers  plenipotentiary, 
envoys  extraordinary  and  secretaries  of  legation,  and 
consuls  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  go- 
vernment ; also  accounts  of  the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  treaty  with  Algiers  and  the  payments  which 
have  been  made  under  that  treaty  ; and  accounts  ot 
all  other  .expenditures  in  relation  to  the  Barbary 
Powers,  including  those  occasioned  by  the  war  with 
Tripoli,  and  the  making  of  peace  with  that  regency. 

Which  several  accounts  I have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

I hive  the  honor,  &c. 

W.  JONES, 

Acting  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
The  president  of  the  U.  States. 

The  report  and  voluminous  documents,  compri- 
sing several  large  volumes , were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Friday , February  11.— After  hearing  many  private 
petitions,  and  transacting  some  minor  business,  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  ot  the  whole 
on  the  loan  bill ; when  Mr.  Sheffey  resumed  hi's  dis- 
course and  spoke  upwards  of  three  hours.  Mr.  Rhea, 
of  Ten.  followed  in  a short  speech,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress  and  had  leave,  &c. 

Saturday , Feb.  i.2.  Many  petitions  were  present- 
ed and  referred. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  loan  bill — Messrs.  Rhea,  Hum- 
phreys and  Finley  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill ; and  Mr. 
Culpepper  against  it.  The  committee  rose  for  want 
of  a quorum,  and  the  house  adjourned  before  the 
last  had  finished  his  speech. 

Monday , Feb.  14.  The  house  resolved  itself  into 
a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Kennedy  of  JY.  C.  in 
the  chair,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  pen- 
sions and  revolutionary  claims,  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  Mary  Cheevers. 

[The  memorable  circumstance  of  this  case  need 
scarcely  be  repeated.  For  the  information  of  those, 
however,  to  whom  the  case  may  not  be  familiar,  it 
may  be  well  to  state  them.  The  petitioner  was 
the  mother  of  two  noble  fellows,  of  her  own  name, 
seamen  on  board  the  frigate  Constitution,  both  ot 
whom  were  killed  in  the  memorable  engagement  be- 
tween that  vessel  and  the  British  frigate  Java,  on 
whom  she  as  well  as  her  daughter,  was  entirely  de- 
pendent for  support.  By  their  death  she  is  left  des- 
titute of  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  petitions 
congress  for  relief.  The  committee  reported  against 
it  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  making 
particular  provisions  for  such  a 'case,  as  not  being 
more  entitled  to  relief  that  many  others  which  might 
occur.} 

A resolution  was  agreed  to,  that  the  committee  of 
pensions  & c.  should  be  instructed  to  report  a bill 
granting  a pension  or  gratuity  to  the  petitioner. 

The  loan  bill  was  then  taken  up.  Mr,  Culpepper 
finished  his  speech.  Mr.  Hanson  then  spoke,  and 
Mr.  Ingersoll  got  possession  of  the  floor  and  said  a 
few  words,  when  the  committee  rose  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  IS.  The  president  by  a message 
communicated  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  ■ of 
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Pennsylvania,  respecting1  retaliation,  Sec.  heretofore j the  renewal  of  the  ties  of  the  strictest  friendship 
inserted  in  the  Register.  i with  England.  This  striking  proof  of  friendship  and 

Mr.  Taylor  of  j\\  Y.  reported  a bill  in  addition  to  confidence,  which  the  republic  of  the  United  States 
the  act  “to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  has  given  to  the  emperor,  and  the  distinguished 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections 
and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in 
force  for  those  purposes,”  which  was  twice  read  anil 
committed. 

Mr.  M* Kim  of  Md.  rose  to  offer  a resolution,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  ascertain  the  actual  resources 
of  the  nation.  He  said  he  had  long  regretted  the 
want  of  it,  because  he  conceived  it  a species  of  in- 
formation very  essential  to  those  wlio  conduct  the 
concerns  of  the  nation.  Any  one  who  had  attended 
to  the  course  of  the  recent  debate  on  the  loan  bill, 
would  perceive  the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  from 
want  of  it.  Assumed  ground  had  been  resorted  to 
as  to  the  basis  of  arguments,  for  the  want  of  facts. 

It  is  impossible  for  an  individual  to  manage  well  Ins 
private  concerns,  when  he  lias  not  a correct  know- 
ledge of  their  situation  ; and  would  be  equally  im- 
possible for  congress  duly  to  manage  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation,  without  an  adequate  knowledge 
of  its  resources.  Under  a conviction  of  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view,  lie  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : ' 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  house  some  practical 
mode  of  producing,  at  stated  periods,  an  account  ot 
the  internal  resources  of  the  country,  in  natural  pro- 
ducts, agriculture  and  manufactures,  together  with 
such  means  of  improving  these  resources,  and  pro- 
moting trade  and  intercourse  between  the  different 


_ 

choice  which  it  has  made  ol  its  plenipotentiaries,  are 
much  applauded.” 

London-, • Dec.  2 7- — Mr.  Dallas,  secretary  to  the 
legation  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard  to  the  court 
of  Russia,'  is  arrived.  It  is  supposed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  mission  is  to  obtain  from  this  govern- 
ment a distinct  exposition  of  the  terms  on  which  the 
court  of  London  will  accede  to  a peace  with  the  U- 
States.” 

Perhaps,  the  idea  of  a speedy  peace  between  us 
and  our  enemy,  may  be  founded  on  some  of  the  fol- 
lowing-facts and  circumstances  : 

The  emperor  of  Russia,  “Alexander  the  deli- 
verer,” on  many  recent  occasions,  lias  distinctly 
avowed  a determination  to  contend  for  and  preserve 
the  freedom  of  the  seas,  on  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  parties  to  the  famous  “armed  neutrality” in  1780, 
the  ground  work  of  which  was,  that  “free  ships 
made  free  goods,”  and  that  no  port  could  be  consi- 
dered blockaded  that  was  not  actually  invested,  by  a 
competent  force,  so  that  no  vessel  could  enter  with- 
out “evident  danger,”  &.c.  (see  page  401.)  It  also 
appears,  that  the  allied  princes,  viz.  the  emperors  of 
Russia  and  Auslna,  with  the  king  of  Prussia,  and, 
perhaps,  some  of  the  minor  powers  who  had  joined 
the  league,  have  tendered  a liberal  peace  to  the 
“emperor  of  the  French,”  [see  the  “Chronicle”]  with- 
out the  concert  of  Great  Britain  ; and  that,  instead 
of  suffering  her  dictation,  thev  have  acted  for  thenv 


sections  of  the  country,  as  in  their  opinion  the  pub-  selves,  to  curtail,  but  not  to  destroy,  the  power  of 
lie  good  may  require ; and  that  they  have  leave  to  j Napoleon.'  that  having  prescribed  bounds  to  the 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  domination  of  France,  on  the  land,  their  next  great 

business  may  be  to  give  freedom  to  the  seas , the  fa- 


report  by 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  loan  bill.  Mr.  Ingersoll  fi- 
nished his  argument,  and  was  followed  m debate 
by  Mr.  Montgomery , of  Ivv.  Adj. 

Wednesday,  Feb  16. — After  the  usual  course  of 
business,  the  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
loan,  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Montgomery 
finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Pear- 
son spoke.  against  it,  &. c.  Adjourned. 


J gmtt$  df 

miscellaneous; 

Peace  prospects. — An  opinion  generally  prevails 
that  a peace  will  be  speedily  made  between  the  V. 
States ■ and  Great  Britain.  It  is,  however,  very  dif- 
ficult to  say  on  what  that  opinion  is  founded. 

We  have  a mighty  mass  of  matter  by  a late  arrival 
at  Boston  from  England.  It  appears,  that  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  had  a second  time  offered  his  media- 
tion to  England,  which  was  a second  time  refused. 
It  is  stated,  that  ou  the  23d  of  Nov.  our  ministers 
were  preparing  to  leave  St.  Petersburg , by  the  way 
of  Berlin  arid  Copenhagen  for  Gottenburg , where  a 
ship  was  getting  ready  to  bring  them  home.  The 
following  articles  are  satisfactory — 

“St.  Petersburg,  Qct.  19.— Her  majesty  the  em- 
press, on  Sunday  last,  granted  audiences  to  Messrs. 
Adams,  Gallatin  and  Bayard,  in  the  quality  of  en- 
voys extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipotentiaries 
from  the  United  States  of  America.  This  mission 
extraordinary  has  caused  universal  satisfaction  here. 
It  is  wished,  that  it  be  completely  successful,  and 
that  the  re-establishment  of  peace  between  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  and  the  republic  of  the  United  States, 
may  free  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  our  empire, 
Irom  the  only  restraint  which  it  can  experience  since 


vorite  object  of  the  chief  of  the  confederacy.  It  is 
true,  lord  Castlereagh  said,  in  parliament,  that  the 
allied  princes  had  acted  in  concert  with  the  British 
government;  but  we  are  not  bound  to  believe  every 
thing  his  lordship  says,  being  satisfied  that  the  Bri- 
tish agents  were  not  parties  to  the  declaration  pub- 
lished at  Frankfort,  Dec.  1.  The  first  intimation 
they  received  that  a peace  was  contemplated,  was 
by  Bonaparte's  speech,  in  which  he  said  “he  had 
agreed  to  the  preliminaries.”  What! — has  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh acknowledged  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  empe- 
ror of  the  French? — has  he  raised  “the  usurper”  to  the 
imperial  dignity  ? lias  he  made  a “ legitimate  prince ” 
and  one  of  the  “Lord's  annointed ?'  out  of  “a  revolu- 
tionary cut-throat  ?”  The  story  does  not  tell  well ; 
and  we  cannot  give  credit  to  it.  The  British  cabi- 
net had  never  more  serious  cause  for  alarm  than 
when  the  news  reached  them.  If  they  refused  to 
accede  to  the  propositions  ol  the  allies  (accepted  by 
France)  their  late  friends  might  become  enemies  ; 
if  they  acceded,  many  valuable  colonies,  with  a Rch 
commerce,  must  be  given  up  to  France,  Holland  and 
Spain.  If  Bonaparte  be  compelled  to  relinquish  his 
conquests  a like  requisition  will  be  made  of  Great 
Britain.  An  honest  principle  applies  equally  to  all 
parties  : It  was  this  that  hurried  lord  Castlereagh  to 
the  continent  ; and  he  will  resort  to  every  species  of 
intrigue  and  corruption  to  divert  the  allies  from  their 
peaceful  purpose.  We  think  lie  will  fail.  For  if 
the  “magnanimous  Alexander”  did  not  consult  him, 
before  he  pledged  himself  to  the  wrorld,  as  to  the 
course  he  would  pursue ; it  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
he  will  retract  what  he  has  done,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  underling.  And,  as  to  Austria,  though  she 
may  have  wished  the  power  of  Napoleon  lessened, 
it  is  impossible  to  believe  she  would  have  it  destroy- 
ed, as  is  Great  Britain's  darling  design,  that  she 
may  hold  the  colonies,  and  monopolize  their  trade. 
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The  great  probability  is  there  will  be  peace  on  the 
continent,  the  ‘"French  empire”  being-  left,  perhaps, 
the  most  powerful  in  Europe — England  will  not 
come  into  the  measure — the  commerce  of  the  allies 
will  revive — questions  of  “neutral  right”  will  be 
excited,  and  possibly  the  whole  may  unite  in  adopt- 
ing measures  to  regain  the  freedom  of  the  seas  from 
those  who  have  usurped  its  Something  like  this  ap- 
pears to  be  the  prospect  in  England , if  we  may  form 
an  opinion  by  what  we  see  in  the  ministerial  papers, 
i'or  ourselves,  judging-  of  things  us  presented,  we 
heartily  rejoice  at  the  defeats  of  Muiioleon  ; for  it 
does  hot  appear  that  the  allies  will  become  the  tools 
of  British  domination  at  sea,  more  than  the  support- 
ers of  Bonaparte's  power  on  the  land. 

If  the  emperor  of  Russia  is,  indeed,  that  great  and 
good  man  that  all  the  English  told  us  he  was— (, and 
as  I myself  have  believed  ; for  he  is  the  onhj  sove- 
reign prince  that  I ever  spoke  of  with  respect) — how 
pmch  is  it  to  the  credit  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  that  he  has  so  decidedly  approved  all 
our  proceeding's  ?— that  he  has  hvice  interfered  to  re- 
duce our  enemy  to  a sense  of  justice*  or  at  least  to 
a candid  discussion  of  existing  differences  ? — There 
is  nothing,  perhaps,  that  is  calculated  to  place  the 
conduct  of  bur  government  on  higher  ground  in  the 
estimation  of  Europe,  than  the  facts  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  Russian  mediation. 

In  the  multitude  of  difficulties  that  present  them- 
selves to  the  British  cabinet,  pressing  upon  it  from 
all  sUi.es/Tt  is  believed  the  Very  liberal  terms  on 
Which  we  are  willing  to  make  peace  may  be  accepted, 
its  a kind  of  protection  from  tjie  higher  demands 
that  the  powers  of  the  continent  seern  abottt  to  make 
upon  them.  Put,  hqWeVer  out-  own  affairs  may  ter- 
minate for  the  present,  vve  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  repose  of  the  world  will  never  be  secured  until 
tjje  marit  ime  power  of  our  enemy  is  greatly  reduced. 
In  the  apprehension  that  this  may  be  attempted, 
the  British,  printers  have  already  began  tp  abuse 
'\dlexander  the  deliverapf  and  the  Russian  consul  at 
Boston  Has  rebuked  them  for  it. 

It  is  thought  that  some  important  intelligence  has 
pot  yet  bgfcn  divulged.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
of  tile  lOUt  instant  says— “ \Ve  Continue  to-day  the 
details  of  foreign  Dews  contained  ill  English  papers 
received  by  the  Ann  Alexander  as  late  as  the  2pth 
?md  27th  of  December.  That  there  is  something  vet 
in  reserve  \ye  have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  what 
is  worse,  We  have  the  mortification  to  know  that  it 
Will  not  be  divulged  so  long  as  it  is  possible  to  keep 
it  a secret,  ft  is  obvious  that  no  commercial  specu-. 
lations  could  be  founded  pn  apy  thing  that  has  hi- 
therto beet)  suffered  tp  transpire— it  is  not  less  cer 
fain  that  certain  houses  in  this  town  have  ordered 
large  purchases  p f certain  articles  of  southern  pro- 
duce. We  leave  it  to  pthers  tp  surmise  the  probable 
nature  of  the  information  of  which  they  are  exclu- 
sively possessed — it  is  enough  fpr  us  to  repeat  the 
assurance  that  there  is  still  something  behind  the 
curtain  ” 

Since  the  preceding  was  in  type  the  follow^ 
ing  articles  were  received — we  publish  them,  though 
we  give  little  faith  to  them. 

Extracts  qf  a letter  from  Boston , dated  Feb.  1 2.— “It 
has  been  the'  opinion  among  the  mercantile  part  of 
pur  citizens  that  the  ship  Ann  Alexander  (arrived 
below  this  port  on  Sunday  evening  last  from  f.iver- 
qpool)  brought  something  of  importance  not  yet  dis- 
closed to  the  public,  which  opinion  has  been  preva- 
lent ever  since  her  arrival. 

“The  owner  of  that  ship  has  arrived  in  town — he 
states  that  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  Mr.  B.  G.  Beasley, 
U.  S.  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  London,  and  to 
Samuel  'Williams,  esq.  that  peace  would  speedily 


take  place  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain' 
as  the  negociations  were  in  train ; that  Messrs. 
Beasley  and  Williams,  on  the  receipt  of  this  infor- 
mation, despatched  a messenger  express  to  Liver- 
pool with  the  same,  and  directed  the  Ann  Alexander 
to  proceed  to  the  United  States  forthwith. 

“It  is  evident  something  of  a favorable  nature  had 
transpired  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Ann  Alex- 
ander. Such  seems  now  to  be  the  general  opinion 
here  ; and  that  it  is  suppressed  from  the  public,  for 
speculative  purposes. 

“It  is  well  ascertained  that  an  express  was  sent  to 
the  southward  oh  Sunday  night  last,  before  it  was 
generally  known  that  a ship  had  arrived  below — in 
fact  it  was  not  generally  known  till  nine  o’clock  on 
Monday  morning. 

“Despatches  for  government  per  the  Ann  Alexan- 
der went  on  in  the  mail  of  Wednesday  morning  last; 
they  may  give  us  the  information,  now  a secret  to 
the  public. 

“it  has  been  very  recently  reported  here  this  day, 
that  ail  armistice  had  been  concluded  between  the 
two  countries  ; but  I have  not  been  able  to  trace  it 
to  any  source.” 

The  vA’c-z v-Yorlc  Gazette  says — “It  was  reported  in 
this  city,  this  morning,  that  oar  commissioners  had 
agreed  on  the  outlines  of  a treaty  with  lord  Walpole, 
wherein  it  is  stipulated,  that  seven  years  be  allowed 
to  settle  the  question  of  impressment  and  citi- 
zenship.” 

But,  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Thursday  last, 
observes — “It  has  been  said  despatches  were  received 
by  our  government  by  the  late  arrival  fi*om  Britain, 
and  that  some  news  of  interest  has  been  received  in 
Boston  which  is  yet  suppressed  for  the  purposes  of 
speculation. 

“A^  to  the  former  of  these  intimations,  we  have 
not  heard,  and  therefore, do  not  believe  that  any  offi- 
cial letters  or  despatches  have  been  received  of  more 
than  ordinary  moment;  and,  as  to  the  latter,  we  con- 
ceive that  even  mercantile  cupidity,  powerful  as  is 
its  influence,  could  not  suppress  any  information  of 
general  interest  to  the  community  for  so  many  days 
as  have  elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  the  Ann  Alex- 
ander.” 

Peace  axe  wAti.  A London  paper  says,  the  Ame- 
rican prizes  brought  into  Plymouth  only,  during  the 
present  war,  have  been  sold  for  half  a million  of 
pounds  sterling. 

Though  we  do  not  believe  the  half  of  this,  we  are 
anxious  to  know  how  great  a proportion  of  these 
vessels  would  have  been  sent  into  the  same  port,  if 
we  had  been  at  peace  ? Before  the  i var,  the  Bvitisk 
captured  every  vessel  they  could,  bound  to  and  from 
France , &c.  and  they  have  been  even  less  successful 
in  making  prizes  since,  in  the  European  seas. 

Home  influence. — Bills  were  before  the  senate  of 
Massachusetts  to  incorporate  the  Boston  Porcelain 
and  glass  company  ; the  Dedham  manufacturing 
company  ; the  Stoughton  Gay  cotton  manufacturing 
company  ; a file  company  ; and  W.  Boylston’s  manu- 
facturing Company. 

“Commerce” — The  ravings  of  smugglers  at  the 
embargo  has  brought  to  the  recollection  of  the  editor 
of  the  “ Columbian  Patriot ,”  the  following  anecdote  : 
“it  is  veil  known  the  Dutch  merchants,  during  the 
most  bloody  struggles  between  their  nation  and 
Louis  14th,  were  in  the  daily  habit  of  selling  am- 
munition to  the  enemy.  Prince  Maurice  took  the 
liberty  one  day  to  reprimand  one  of  these  merchants 
for  the  practice,  who  replied— My  lord , if  I could  by. 
sett,  carry  on  an  advantageous  traffic  -with  Helly  I 
* would  run  the  risk  of  scorching  mt  sails  !” 

The  difference.— Several  French  frigates  are, 
reported  tit  sea.,  and  some  of  theip  have  committed 
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great.  depreciations  on  tlieir  enemies.  But  it  seems 
they  can  hardly  peep  out  of  port  without  being  taken; 
Whereas  the  only  complaint  that  some  of  our  officers 
have  is,  that  they  cannot  get  out.  It  is  glorious  sport 


keep  the  weather-gage,  but  lie  was  obliged  to  meet 
us  on  equal  terms  ; this,  however,  he  carefully  avoid- 
ed. I cannot  but  conceive  it  fortunate  that  none  of 
our  squadron  have  received  any  material  damage, 


for  an  English  frigate  to  come  athwart  a French  which  must  have  been  considerable  had  the  enemv 
frigate;  but  a 74  is  the  word,  when  one  of  our’ s is  to  acted  with  the  least  spirit,  and  taken  advantage  of 
be  looked  for.  the  superiority  of  position  they  possessed.  1 have 

Embargoed  coasters. — The  great  hardship  of  the  to  regret  the  loss  of  Mr.  Ellery,  midshipman,  and  3 
embargo  law  in  preventing  the  coasting  vessels  from  j seamen  killed  and  7 wounded. 

returning  to  the  places  to  which  they  belonged,  has  j Lake  Erie  was  still  open  at  cHir  last  accounts  from 
been  loudly  talked  of.  It  is  curious  to  refer  to  the  j that  place.  It  will  not,  in  all  probability,  be  frozen 
yeas  and  n’ivs  in  congress  (see  page  404)  on  a bill  i this  winter,  ana  until  it  is,  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels  so  detained,  j to  take  the  fleet  would  be  preposterous.  Three-per- 
Trade.— The  following  facts  are  stated  in  a way  (sons  have  been  taken  up  at  Erie  as  spies. 

that  commands  our  entire  belief- j Erik,  .Tan.  28.  Letters  have  been  recently  received 

“December  25,  (while  the  Albion  of  74  guns,  lay  J by  major-general  Meade,  from  general  Iiall,  com 
in  Tarpaulin  Cove,)  the  prisoners  Were  given  to  un-  manding  on  the  New-York  frontier,  advising  him 
derstand  that  thev  should  all  be  landed  that  day,  and  I that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  a large  force  on  the 
their  paroles  were  actually  making  out,  when  two  Niagara  strait,  and  that  he  has  received  a reinforce- 
persons  came  off,  with  a load  of  fresh  beef— the  man  | ment  of  1500  regulars  from  Kingston.  A short 
who  came  on  board  was  habited  as  a Quaker,  and  j time  will  determine  whether  this  force  is  to  be  sent 


being  known  to  several  of  the  prisoners,  was 
openly  accused  of  being  a traitor,  and  given  to 
understand  that  as  soon  as  they  were  released  they 
would  cause  him  to  be  apprehended— the  man,  in 


against  Malden  or  this  post,  or  against  both. 

It  is  correctly  ascertained  that  the  British  are 
building  vessels  on  lake  Huron.  In  all  probability 
their  plan  is  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  squad- 


consequence  of  these  threats  and  fearful,  if  the  pri-  ron  here  ; should  they  fail  in  this,  to  re -take  Malden 
soners  were  permitted  to  land  immediately,  he  j and  erect  batteries  so  as  to  prevent  our  vessels  sail- 
shoukl  be  apprehended,  applied  to  captain  Devon- ring  until  they  have  a fleet  built  large  enough  to  cope 


si  lire,  for  his  assistance,  who  caused  the  prisoners 
to  be  detained,  and  those  of  them  who  had  called 
the  man  a traitor,  &c.  to  be  put  in  irons — The  man, 
after  receiving  his  pay  for  his  beef,  staid  onboard 
the  ship  until  the  27th,  when  he  went  on  shore— the 
other  man  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  busi- 
ness, having  merely  come  off  to  get  a license  for  a 
vessel,  whipli  captain  Devonshire  refused  to  supply 
him  with,  referring  him  to  commodore  Hardy,  as  the 
proper  person  to  give  him  one.” 

Commodore  Cuauncey,  returning  to  the  lake 
through  New-York,  partook  of  a splendid  enter- 
tainment prepared  in  honor  of  him,  in  Washington 
Hall.  The  company  consisted  of  about  350  gen- 
tlemen. 

SiR.Tprr.sL.  Yeo. — This  blustering  bully  who  de- 
sired, wien  in  the  Southampton  frigate  to  meetcapt. 

Porter  ir  the  Essex,  that  he  “might  break  his  d- d 

sword  olsr  his  head,  and  drive  him  forward  among 
the  men,!’  &c. — who,  on  Ontario , always  considered 
that  “be|ter  part  of  valor  was”  to  run  away  from 
Chauncei\  and  which,  unfortunately,  he  was  able  to 
do  by  thesuperior  sailing  of  his  vessels  in  squadron, 
has  done  Ivith  his  pen  what  his  heart  would  never 
permit  hiti  to  think  of.  It  is,  however,  justice  to 
the  recreait  to  say,  that  his  discretion,  in  not  fight- 
ing, servel  his  country  more  than  his  valor  could 
have  accomplished — and  if  the  fellow  had  claimed 
the  only  mu*  it  that  belongs  to  him,  of  running  away 
from  an  in)rior  force , we  should  have  commended 
him  for  hisltruth  : but  that  is  not  expected  in  a 
“British  off  ini.” 

The  LondA  Courier,  of  Nov.  22,  contains  com. 
Yeo’s  officiaiyccount  of  the  partial  engagement  be- 


with  ours.— They  will  not  surrender  the  supremacy 
upon  an  element  they  have  vauntingly  called  .their 
own  without  another  struggle. 

A considerable  regular  force  we  understand  has 
been  ordered  on  here  by  the  general  government. 

Captain  Leonard  who  commanded  at  Fort  Nia- 
gara, is  represented  to  be  “running  at  large”  at 
Montreal , and  to  have  sent  for  his  family.  Some  of 
the  militia  and  citizens  who  were  taken  at  Buffalo , 
&c.  have  been  permitted  to  return  to  Plattsburgh  on 
parole.  Colonel  Chapin  bad  been  sent  to  Quebec. 

New-London.  We  have  nothing  new  from  this 
place  where  lies  a very  interesting  portion  of  our  lit- 
tle navy,  blocked  up  by  the  British.  We  are  pleased 
to  learn,  however,  that  great  cordiality  exists  be- 
tween the  land  and  sea  forces,  contrary  t©  what  has 
been  insinuated. 

Heroism. — The  following  extraordinary  instance 
of  heroism  is  noticed  in  a Georgia  paper: — “The 
signal  bravery  displayed  by  the  detachment  of  our 
army  in  the  battle  of  Autossee,  is  the  theme  of 
general  admiration.  In  this  affair  our  troops  acted 
more  like  veterans  than  militia,  and  the  feats  of  many 
officers  and  privates  would  do  honor  to  Spartan 
valor.  We  shall  particularly  notice  the  conduct  of 
one  man,  Whose  suffering's  have  been  equal  to  his 
intrepidity.  Quartei’-master  William  A.  Tennille, 
the  worthy  son  of  an  excellent  revolutionary  soldier, 
had  his  horse  shot  under  him  while  charging  the 
indians.  The  horse  falling  on  him,  Mr.  Tennille 
with  some  difficulty  extricated  himself— he  was 
alone  surrounded  by  enemies,  and  had  scarcely 
recovered  his  feet  before  his  right  arm  was  broken 
by  a musket  ball,  and  he  received  a wound  in  his 
tween  him  ai\l  commodore  ChaUncey,  on  the  11th  I thigh— the  indians  rushed  forward  to  tomahawk  him 
September,  of  lake  Ontario.  Yreo  says— “Being  be-! — but  presenting*  his  pistol,  they  recoiled  until  they 
calmed  off  G lessee  river,  the  enemy’s  fleet  of  11  discovered  it  had  missed  fire — the  savages  again 


sail,  having  apartial  wind,  succeeded  in  getting 
within  range  tjftheir  long  24  and  32  pounders  ; and 
from  their  having  the  wind  of  us,  and  the  dull  sail- 
ing of  some  of  Cjr  squadron,  I found  it  impossible 
to  bring  them  to  lose  action.  We  remained  in  this 
mortifying  situatin  5 hours,  having  only  6 guns  in 
all  the  squadron,  hat  could  reacli  the  enemy,  (not 
a carronade  being  fled ;)  at  sun-set  a breeze  sprung 
up  from  the  westward,  when  I steered  for  the  False 


ftuck  Islands,  uniei  which  the  enemy  could  not  I be  on  the  recovery.’ 


savages  agam 
advanced— by  this  time  he  had  drawn  his  sword, 
and  wielding  it  in  the  left  hand,  kept  his  assailants 
at  bay  until  our  troops  made  a second  charge,  cut 
the  indians  to  pieces  and  rescued  this  admirable 
young  soldier,  who  for  extraordinary  bravery  and 
presence  of  mind  deserves  to  be  ranked  with  the 
best  heroes  of  ancient  Rome. 

We  are  sorry  to  mention  that  Mr.  Tennille’s  arm 
has  been  amputated  near  the  shoulder.  He  is  said 
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Insanttt. — A tool  of  the  junto  to  the  eastward  j that  the  evidence  against  the  accused  will  probably 
that  talks  of  dissolving  the  union  to  shew  its  regard  be  closed  by  the  1st  of  AUrch. 
for  “federalism,”  and  the  precepts  of  Washington,  (f  j"  The  very  int< 


lias  the  following  paragraph,  on  the  late  news  from 
J Europe — 

“Men  of  Nero-  England  ' Arise  ! I imitate  the  glo- 
rious example  shewn  you  by  the  Hollanders — Shake 
off  the  French  yoke— unshakle  commerce — dissolve 
the  continental  system — raise  the  shout  of  “Ur 
Orange,  down  Bonaparte  !”  Expel  his  slaves,  spies 
and  agents,  who  are  now  draining  you  of  your  trea- 
sures, devouring  your  substance,  and  leaving  nought 
but  misery  and  despair  ! Let  it  not  be  said  that  the 
sluggish  Dutch  and  heavy  Germans  possess  a more 
ardent  love  of  liberty,  or  move  determined  hostility 
to  slavery.” 

The  xegociation.— - From  the  Boston  Gazette. — 
“Why  did  not  Britain  propose  to  treat  here  as  well 
as  in*  London  ? Because  we  were  aggressors  in  fact, 
and  her  ministers  have  been  so  often  duped  by  our 
great  men , that  she  Would  not  trust  any  men  with 
her  maritime  rights  at  a distance frtfin  home**  / / 

Tub  Niagara  sufferers. — Albany , Feb.  4. — The 
committee  in  senate  appointed  on  the  resolution  from 
the  assembly,  appropriating  $50,000  to  this  object, 
considering  that  no  monies  can  rightfully  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  unless  authorised  by  a law  of  the 
legislature,  recommended  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a bill  for  that  purpose ; which  has 
been  brought  in  and  passed  the  senate.  The  bill  ap- 
propriates $40,000  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in 
tiie  towns  of  Hartland,  Porter,  Cambria,  Schlosser 
and  Buffalo,  to  be  applied  by  the  supervisors  of  the 
respective  towns,  the  amount  to  be  apportioned  by 
Joseph  Ellicott  of  Batavia,  William  Wadsworth  of 
Genesee,  and  Daniel  Davis  of  Caledonia,  commis- 
sioners named  in  the  bill.  It  also  appropriates  $5,000 
for  the  relief  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians  and  #5,000 
for  the  Canadians  who  have  taken  refuge  in  this  state, 
to  be  applied  by  the  before  named  commissioners 

The  committee  in  this  city  appointed  to  receive 
the  donations  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on  the 
western  frontier,  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  following  sums  : — $76  50,  being  a col 
lection  made  in  the  Methodist  church  in  this  city 
also,  $320  collected  in  St.  Peter’s  church  ; from  Air. 
Bemai-d,  $>460,  the  receipts  of  a benefit  at  the  thea- 
tre given  by  him  ; $9  from  the  children  at  Mr.  Up 
fold’s  school ; $4  31  from  the  children  at  Mr. 

Young’s  school ; and,  in  addition  to  the  liberal  sub- 
scriptions of  the  citizens,  a bale  of  sundries,  con 
sisting  of  apparel,  blankets,  sheets,  cloths,  muslin, 
&c.  estimated  at  $270,  and  $80  in  cash,  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Grenville,  in  the  county 
of  Greene.  By  order, 

JOHN  COOK,  Sec’rv. 

Marshal’s  office,  New- York,  Feb.  12. — “Persons 
who  wish  to  forward  letters  by  the  corvette  John 
Adams,  either  to  the  British  dominions,  by  way  of 
Gottenburg,  or  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  must 
leave  them  (open)  at  the  marshal’s  office,  to  be  ex- 
amined. Such  as  are  allowed  will  be  put  on  board, 
under  the  care,  and  subject  to  the  directions*  of  Air. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Russell.  JOHN  SMITH,  Marshal.” 

Salem,  Feb.  8. — Arrived  cartel  ship  Bostwick, 
Brown,  from  Halifax,  4 days,  with  305  prisoners, 
among  which  are  about  200  soldiers,  who  have  been 
conveyed  in  carriages  to  Charlestown.  Many  of 
tliem  appeared  to  be  in  a sickly  condition,  and  some 
almost  destitute  of  clothes. 

About  700  prisoners  remained  in  Milville  prison, 
and 300  were  on  board  the  Success  prison-ship. 

General  Hull.  The*  trial  proceeds  with  great 
dignity  and  with  all  proper  dispatch . It  is  stated 


interesting  series  of  documents  laid 
before  the  house  of  representatives  by  the  secretary 
of  War,  on  the  call  for  information  as  to  the  “failure 
of  the  campaign,”  shall  be  Commenced  in  the  Regis- 
kr  to  *>e  published  this  day  fortnight,  (which  will 
be  the  first  number  of  vol.  VI.)  and  continued  with 
as  little  intermission  as  possible,  until  completed. 
MILITARY. 

A Pldttsbnrg  paper  of  January  23,  says — “Major* 
general  Wilkinson  arrived  in  town  on  Wednesday 
last.  He  has  taken  quarters  in  this  village.” 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  has  detached  1000 
men  for  the  protection  of  Erie. 

The  Norfolk  papers  abound  with  accounts  of  the 
marks  of  respect  paid  to  brigadier-general  Taylor , 
who  since  the  declaration  of  war  has  chiefly  had  the 
command  at  that  place:  He  retired  at  his  own  re- 
quest, and  was  succeeded  by  brigadier-general 
Parker , of  the  United  States  army. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  genei'al  William  Clark,  go- 
vernor of  the  Missouri  territory , dated 

“ Saint  Louis,  Jan.  15,  1814. 

“ I was  visited  about  two  weeks  ago  by  a deputa- 
tion of  the  Pottowatomies,  on  the  subject  of  peace. 

I did  not  enter  into  any  arrangements  with  them, 
but  recommended  them  to  leave  hostages,  and  re- 
ferred them  to  the  commanding  officer.  They  have 
left  at  Belle  Fontaine  seven  hostages.  Those  Indians 
say,  that  the  tribes  near  them  are  not  friendly.  The 
Kickapoos,  AVinebagoes  and  others,  towards  Prairie 
des  Chicn,  have  not  come  in  for  peace  as  was  expect- 
ed. There  is  but  little  doubt  but  that  they  will  con- 
tinue hostile  as  long  as  they  can;  or  until  the  upper 
lakes  and  Prairie  des  Cliien  are  in  our  possession  and 
garrisoned  by  strong  posts. 

The  sooner  this  object  is  effected  the  better,  as  an 
early  possession  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  is  immense- 
ly important  in  securing  the  entire  tranquility  of 
our  frontier.  The  Indians  inform  me  that  Dixon  is 
with  the  Sioux’s,  keeping  alive  British  influence” 
Head-Quarters,  Cincinnati , .Tannery  19. 

General  orders. — Maj.  gen.  Harrison  assumes 
the  command  of  the  eighth  military  district,  as  it  is 
designated  by  the  arrangement  of  the  wai  depart- 
ment of  the  1st  of  May  last. 

The  officers  commanding  corps,  postf  and  re 
cruiting  districts,  will  forward  their  returns  as  di- 
rected by  the  military  regulations,  to  tin  assistant 
adjutant-general’s  office  at  this  place.  Tie  utmost 
punctuality  is  expected. 

Brigadier-general  Howard  is  appointee  to  the  bri- 
gade lately  commanded  by  brigadier-general  Cass. 
General  Howard  will  proceed  iuimediaely  to  De- 
troit, and  assume  the  command  of  thatpost  and  its 
dependencies.  Colonel  Russell,  of  the  7b  regiment 
infantry,  will  command  the  troops  withi*  the  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Missouri  territories,  exceping  the  post 
of  fort  Wayne : the  officer  commandiig  the  latter, 
will  report  immediately  to  head-quaters ; and  all 
the  posts  south  of  the  Miami-of-the-ake,  that  are 
garrisoned  by  the  Ohio  militia,  inclining  those  sta- 
tioned at  Put-in-Bay,  will  be  unde*  the  orders  of 
general  Gano. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Croghan  is  appointed  to  do  the 
duties  of  assistant  adjutant- genera, ’until  the  arrival 
of  major  Butler,  of  that  departmnt. 

By  order  of  the  genieral. 

JOHN  ONFALL*)*,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Chilicothe,  Jan.  27- — His  excellency  the  governor 
has  politely  furnished  tis  wif  the  following  in- 
formation : 

About  1000  indians  of  the  Allah  is  have  arrived  at 
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fort  Wayne,  one-third  warriors,  the  residue  women 
and  children,  all  in  an  impoverished  state — The  war- 
riors are  furnished  with  small  quantities  of  ammuni- 
tion to  hunt ; and  draw  half rations  of  meat  and  flour 
— the  women  and  children  one  quarter  rations. 

The  Pottowatamies  were  a few  days  since  coming- 
on  to  fort  Wayne  with  all  their  families,  in  a state  of 
starvation — they  have  eaten  most  of  their  poor  horses 
— every  day  they  halt  and  bury  some  of  their  party — 
and  the  delays  occasioned  by  their  funeral  ceremo- 
nies have  retarded  their  arrival  at  the  fort. 

In  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  war  de- 
partment, the  governor  lias  issued  orders  for  de- 
tailing-, organizing  and  holding  in  readiness, to  march 
at  a moment’s  warning,  1400  of  the  Ohio  militia, 
apportioned  from  each  of  the  five  divisions  of  the 
state. 

Chilicothe , Feb.  3.  Orders  have  been  issued  to 
convene  all  the  new  recruits  within  the  state  at  the 
principal  rendezvous  in  Chilicothe,  preparatory  to 
their  taking  up  the  line  of  march  fer  the  head  quar- 
ters of  the  north  western  army. 

General  Harrison  will  hold  a council  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  north  western  Indians  at  Dayton,  during 
this  week,  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  peace. 

Adjutant  and  inspector  general9  s office. 

Washington,  14th  Feb.  1814. 

GENERAL  OH  OKI'S. 

The  British  commander  in  chief  in  Canada  having 
in  a proclamation  dated  at  Kingston  on  the  4th  day 
of  September,  1813,  declared,  that  a parole  lawful- 
ly given  does  not  forbid  the  exercise  of  any  military 
functions  other  than  that  of  “bearing  arms  in  the  gar- 
rison or  in  the  field” — and  there  being  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  quest  ion  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  declaration — It  is  therefore  ordered, 
that  all  officers  of  the  United  States,  prisoners  of 
war  on  parole,  are  liable  to  be  called  to  the  discharge 
of  the  following  duties — 

1st,  Recruiting. 

2d,  Drilling  recruits. 

3d,  Guarding  stores  and  prisoners  of  war  in  the 
interior,  &c. 

4th,  Paying  the  troops  and  making  purchases  ©n 
account  of  the  United  States. 

All  prisoners  of  war  on  parole  will  accordingly 
report  themselves  for  these  duties  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  district  in  which  they  may  happen  to 
reside  : and,  failing  to  do  so,  if  non-commissioned 
officers  or  privates  will  be  apprehended  and  confined, 
and  if  officers  will  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army.  By  the  order  of  the  secretary  at  war. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  adj.  gen. 

Milledgeville,  Jan.  31. 

An  express  fr©m  general  Pinckney  to  the  governor 
arrived  here  last  night  with  the  following  important 
intelligence. 

Head-quartersy  fort  Hawkins,  Jan.  30,  1814. 

Sin— I have  the  honor  of  enclosing  for  your  infor- 
mation, copies  of  despatches  received  early  this 
morning  from  general  Floyd  : This  additional  proof 
of  the  good  conduct  and  gallantry  of  the  troops  of 
the  state  in  which  you  preside  must  be  highly  grati- 
fying to  your  excellency.  Be  pleased  to  accept  my 
sincere  congratulations  thereon. 

Col.  Milton tand  a detachment  of  regulars,  will 
speedily  reinforce  the  army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  your  ex- 
cellency’s most  obedient  servant.  TH:  PINKNEY. 
His  excellency  gov.  Early. 

Camp  Defiance , f 48  miles  west  of 
Chatahoochie J January  27,  1814. 
Major  gen.  Pinkney, 

Sue — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency 


that  this  morning  at  20  minutes  past  5 o’clock,  a ve- 
ry large  body  of  hostile  Indians  made  a desperate 
attack  upon  the  army  under  my  command.  They 
stoic  upon  the  centinels,  fired  on  them,  and  with 
great  impetuosity  rushed  upon  our  line  : In  20  mi- 
nutes the  action  became  general,  and  our  front,  right 
and  left  flanks  were  closely  pressed,  but  the  brave 
and  gallant  conduct  of  the  field  and  line  officers,  and 
the  firmness  of  the  men,  repelled  them  at  every 
point. 

Tiie  steady  firmness,  a’nd  incessant  fire  of  captain 
Thomas’s  artillery,  and  capt.  Adams’  riflemen,  pre- 
served our  front  lines  ; both  of  these  companies  suf- 
fered greatly.  The  enemy  rushed  within  thirty  yards 
of  the  artillery,  and  Captain  Broadnax,  who  com- 
manded one  of  the  picquet  guards,  maintained  his 
post  with  great  bravery,  until  the  enemy  gained  his 
rear,  and  then  cut  his  way  through  them  to  the  ar- 
my— on  this  occasion,  Timpooche  Barnard,  a half 
breed,  at  the  head  of  the  Uchies,  distinguished  him- 
self, and  contributed  to  the  retreat  of  the  picquet 
guard  ; the  other  friendly  Indians  took  refuge  with- 
in our  lines,  and  remained  inactive  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  who  joined  our  ranks — as  soon  as  it  be- 
came light  enough  to  distinguish  objects,  I ordered 
majors  Watson’s  and  Freeman’s  battalions  to 
wheel  up  at  right  angles  with  major  Booth’s  and 
Cleveland’s  battalions  [who  formed  the  right  wing] 
to  prepare  for  the  charge.  Captain  Duke  Hamilton’s 
cavalry  [who  had  reached  me  but  the  day  before]  was 
ordered  to  form  in  the  rear  of  the  right  wing,  to 
act  as  circumstances  should  dictate.  The  order  for 
the  charge  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  enemy  fled 
in  every  direction  before  the  bayonet.  The  signal 
was  given  for  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  who  pur- 
sued and  sabred  fifteen  of  the  enemy,  who  left  thirty 
seven  dead  on  the  field — from  the  effusion  of  blood, 
and  the  number  of  head  dresses  and  war-clubs  found 
in  various  directions,  their  loss  must  have  been  con- 
siderable, independent  of  their  wounded. 

I directed  the  friendly  Indians,  with  Merriwe- 
ther’s  and  Ford’s  rifle  companies,  acompanied  by 
captain  Hamilton’s  troop,  to  pursue  them  through 
Caulebee  swamp,  where  they  were  trailed  by  their 
blood,  but  they  succeeded  in  overtaking  but  "one  of 
the  wounded. 

Colonel  Newman  received  three  balls  in  the  coni' 
mencement  of  the  action,  which  deprived  me  of  the 
services  of  that  gallant  and  useful  officer.  The  as- 
sistant adjt.  gen.  Hardin  was  indefatigable  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rendered  important  ser- 
vices ; his  horse  was  wounded  under  him.  The 
whole  of  the  staff  were  prompt,  and  discharged 
their  duty  with  courage  and  fidelity.  Their  vigilance, 
the  intrepidity  of  the  officers,  and  the  firmness  of 
the  men,  meet  my  approbation,  and  deserve  the 
praise  of  their  country. 

I have  to  regret  the  death  of  many  of  my  brave 
fellows,  who  have  found  honorable  graves,  in  the 
voluntary  support  of  their  country. 

My  aid-de-camp,  in  executing  my  orders,  had  his 
horse  killed  under  him;  general  Lee  and  major  Pace, 
who  acted  as  additional  aids,  rendered  me  essential 
services,  with  honor  to  themselves,  and  usefulness 
to  the  cause  in  which  they  have  embarked.  Four 
waggon  and  several  other  horses  were  killed,  and 
two  of  the  artillery  horses  wounded.  While  I de- 
plore the  loss  sustained  on  this  occasion,  I have  the 
consolation  to  know,  that  the  men  whom  I have  the 
honor  to  command  have  done  their  duty.  I herewith 
transmit  you  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully  your  obedient 
servant.  JOHN  FLOYD,  u.  g. 

Total  killed , 17  ,*  total  wounded  132. 

(Signed,)  CHARLES  WILLIAMSON,  e.  s. 
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• N.  R.  One  of  the  wounded  since  dead — 5 of  the 
friendly  Indians  killed,  15  wounded. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  brig.  gen.  Claiborne , of  volun- 
teers, to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 

Fort  Claiborne,  east  bank  of  Alabama,  85  miles  above 
Fort  Stoddart,  January  1st,  1814. 

Sin — On  the  13  th  ult,  I marched  a detachment 
from  this  post  with  a view  of  destroying  the  towns 
of  the  inimical  Creek  Indians,  on  the  Alabama, 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Cahaba.  After  having  march- 
ed about  eighty  miles,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  obtain,  I was  within  thirty  miles  of  a town 
newly  erected  on  a ground  called  Holy,  occupied  by 
a large  body  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of 


of  my  brigade  major,  Kennedy,  merit  the  app:- 
tion  of  government.  I was  much  indebted  to 
decamp  lieut.  Calvit  of  volunteers,  to  lieu:.  In -bo- 
son of  the  3d  regiment,  and  major  Caller  of  mil.'  a, 
who  acted  as  my  aids  on  that  day,  for  the  prompt- 
ness and  ability  with  svhich  they  performed  ..  ~ 
veral  duties.  The  officers  of  the  different  corps  be- 
haved handsomely,  and  are  entitled  to  distinction.— 
Courage  animated  every  countenance,  and  each  vied 
with  the  other  in  rendering  service.  I have  taken 
the  liberty  of  communicating  to  you  direct! v,  in 
consequence  of  the  distant  station  of  the  general 
commanding  the  district,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 


Witherford,  the  half  breed  chief,  who  was  one  of)  ^warding  to  you  the  enclosed  original  document 
those-  who  commanded  the  Indians  that  destroyed  Vvat;  found  m the  house  of  Wetherford.  It 


the  garrison  at  Mims  in  August  last,  and  who  has 
committed  many  depredations  on  the  frontier  inha- 
bitants. I immediately  caused  a stockade  to  be  erect- 
ed for  the  security  of  the  heavy  baggage  and  sick. 
On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  troops  resumed  their 
line  of  march,  chiefly  through  woods  without  a track 
to  guide  them.  When  near  the  town  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  my  disposition  for  attack  was  made. — ' 
The  troops  advanced  in  three  columns.  With  the 
centre  column  I advanced  myself,  ordering  Lester’s 
guards  and  Wells’  troop  of  dragoons  to  act  as  a 
corps  of  reserve.  About  noon  the  right  column, 
composed  of  twelve  months’  volunteers,  command- 
ed by  colonel  Joseph  Carson,  came  in  view  of  the 
town  called  Eccanachaca  (or  Holy  Ground)  and  was 
immediately  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 
were  apprized  of  our  approach,  and  had  chosen  their 
field  of  action. 

Before  the  centre,  commanded  by  lieut,  col.  Rus- 
sell, with  a part  of  the  3d  regiment  of  United  States’ 
infantry  and  mounted  militia  riflemen,  or  the  left  co- 
lumn, which  was  composed  of  militia  and  a party 
of  Choctaws  under  Pushamuttaha,  commanded  by 
major  Smoot  of  militia,  who  were  ordered  to  charge, 
eould  come  generally  into  action,  the  enemy  were 
repulsed  and  were  flying  in  all  directions,  many  of 
them  were  casting  away  their  arms. 

Thirty  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  judging 
from  every  appearance  many  were  wounded.  The 
loss  on  our  part  was  one  corporal  killed,  and  one 
ensign,  two  sergeants,  one  corporal  and  two  privates 
Grounded. 

A pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  ; but  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  nothing  was  effected.  The 
town  was  nearly  surrounded  by  swamps  and,  deep 
ravines,  which  rendered  our  approach  difficult,  and 
facilitated  the  escape  of  the  enemy.  In  the  town  we 
found  a large  quantity  of  provisions  and  immense 
property  of  various  kinds,  which  the  enemy,  flying 
precipitately,  were  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and 
which,  together  with  two  hundred  houses  were  des- 
troyed. They  had  barely  time  to  remove  their  wo- 
men and  children  across  the  Alabama,  which  runs 
near  where  the  town  stood.  The  next  day  was  occu- 
pied in  destroying  a town  consisting  of  sixty  houses, 
eight  miles  higher  up  the  river,  and  in  taking  and 
destroying  the  enemy’s  boats.  At  the  town  last  des- 
troyed was  killed  three  Indians  of  some  distinction. 
The  town  first  destroyed  was  built  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  was  established  as  a 
place  of  security  for  the  inhabitants  of  several  villa- 
ges. The  leader  Witherford,  Francis,  and  the 
Choctaw  Sinquistur’s  son,  who  were  principal  pro- 
phets, resided  here.  Three  Shawnese  were  among 
the  slain. 

Colonel  Carson  of  the  volunteers,  lieut.  col.  Rus- 
sell of  the  3d  regiment  United  States  infantry,  and 
major  Smoot  ot‘  the  militia,  greatly  distinguished 
themselves.  The  activity  and  zeal  of  the  assistant 
deputy  quarter  master  general,  captain  Wert,  and 


shews  partially  the  conduct  of. the  Spaniards  towards 
the  American  government. 

The  third  regiment  lias  returned  to  this  place,  and 
volunteers  are  on  their  march  to  Mount  Vernon  near 
fort  Stoddart  for  the  purpose  of  being  paid  off  and 
discharged,  their  terms  of  service  having  generally 
expired. 

I have  the  honor  to  b»,  with  great  respect,  your 
excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

FERD.  L.  CLAIBORNE, 
Brig.  gen.  of  vols. 

His  excellency  John  Armstrong. 

The  Spajstahds. — The  following  letter  from  the 
governor  of  Pensacola  to  the  Creek  indians,  was 
found  by  general  Claiborne,  of  the  volunteers,  and 
forwarded  to  governor  Blount 

Pensacola,  29th  Sept.  1 814. — Gentlemen,  I received 
the  letter  that  you  wrote  me  in  the  month  of  August, 
by  which,  and  with  great  satisfaction,  1 was  informed 
of  the  advantages  which  your  brave  warriors  ob- 
tained over  youf  enemies. 

1 represented,  as  I promised  you,  to  the  captain 
general  in  Havanna,  the  request  (which  the  last  time 
I took  you  by  the  hand)  ye  made  me,  of  arms  and 
munitions — but  until  now  I cannot  yet  have  an  answer. 
But  I am  in  hopes,  that  he  will  send  me  the  effects 
which  I requested  ; and  as  soon  as  I receive  them, 
I shall  inform  you. 

I am  very  thankful  for  your  generous  offers  to 
procure  me  the  provisions  and  warriors  necessary, 
in  order  to  re-take  the  post  of  Mobile ; — and  you 
ask  me  at  the  same  time,  if  we  have  given  up  the 
post  of  Mobile  to  the  Americans  ? To  which  I an> 
swer,  for  the  present,  I cannot  profit  of  your  gene- 
rous offer — not  being  at  war  with  the  Americans  ; 
who  did  not  take  Mobile  hy  force — since  they  pur- 
chased it  from  the  miserable  officer,  destitute  of 
honor,  who  commanded  there,  and  delivered  it 
without  authority -by  which  reason,  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  that  place  is  totally  void  and  null — and 
I hope  that  the  Americans  will  restore  it  again  to  us, 
because  nobody  can  dispose  of  a thing  that  is  not 
his  own  property : — in  consequence  of  which,  the 
Spaniards  have  not  lost  their  right  to  it;  and  I hope 
that  you  will  not  put  in  execution  the  project  which 
you  tell  me  of,  to  burn  the  town  ; since  those  houses 
and  properties  do  not  belong  to  Americans,  but  to 
true  Spaniards. 

To  the  bearers  of  your  letter,  I have  ordered  some 
small  presents  to  be  given.  And  I remain,  forever, 
your  good  father  and  friend, 

(Signed)  MANXIQUE. 

Cambridge,  S.  C.  Jan.  27. 

The  detachment  of  United  States  volunteers, 
which  we  mentioned  in  our  last,  consists  of  900  in- 
fantry, 100  artillery,  and  85  cavalry.  They  assem- 
bled agreeably  to  orders  on  Tuesday  last,  at  Abbe- 
ville court  house,  under  the  ^command  of  colonel 
Nash,  with  the  exception  of  about  150  infantry.  To 
Supply  this  deficiency  we  l^arn  that  an  express  waf 
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sent  vesterdav  to  ffen.  Elmore,  to  forward  tile  num- , frigate.  Com.  Rodgers  threatened  to  send  them  to 
her  with  all  possible  dispatch,  from  his  brigade— ! the  United  States,  to  retaliate  for  the  conduct  of  the 
the  other  brigades  have 

men  are  in  high  spirits,  — — — , , - , , , . , 

alacrity  with  which  they  have  obeyed  the  call  of  their  (however,  permitted  to  proceed.  Only  about  eighty 
country  is  a strong  pledge  nn*  nut.  of  nearlv  two  hundred,  which  sailetl  nnrLn 

the  laurels  gained  by  the  sons 
in  their  hands. 

NAVAL. 

Falmouth,  Cape  Cod,  (Ms.)  was  cannonaded  by 
the  British  brig  Nimrod,  of  18  guns,  on  the  4th  mst. 
nearly  the  whole  day.  She  lay  in  close  with  the 
place  and  fired  about  300  shot,  but  killed  or  wound- 
ed no  person.  Several  houses  were  injured,  llie 
captain  of  the  Nimrod  had  demanded  the  delivery 
of  two  field  pieces  at  that  place,  which  being  refu- 
sed, he  gave  two  hours  notice  that  he  would  bombard 
the  town  The  inhabitants  were  secured  by  an 
entrenchment  they  had  prepared ; and  have  request- 
ed some  heavy  guns  of  the  governor  that  they  may 
resent  such  proceedings  in  future. 

The  74,  that  was  aground  on  Fisher’s  island,  has 
unfortunately  got  off,  supposed  to  be  much  injured. 

Several  valuable  vessels  have  lately  got  into  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delawure,  the  blockades  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

It  is  stated  that  about  the  20th  of  Dec.  there  were 
no  less  than  thirty-five  English  vessels,  prizes,  lying 
in  St.  Maloes , sent  there  by  the  American  and 
French  privaters. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  ruffian  Cockburn 
has  again  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake,  with  some  ad- 
ditional vessels. 

The  United  States’  frigate  Constellation , captain 
Gordon , (says  a Norfolk  paper  of  the  12th)  went 
down  on  Thursday  last  to  Hampton  Roads,  with  an 
intention  to  proceed  to  sea,  but  the  wind  fulling  ve- 
ry light,  she  returned  on  yesterday  to  Crany-Island, 
where  she  is  now  anchored. 

The  Essex  frigate. — From  a London  paper  of  Dec. 

24.— By  letters  from  St.  Helena  of  the  15th  Oct.  ac- 
counts are  received  that  the  Georgiana  and  Atlantic, 
which  had  been  captured  by  the  Essex  American  fri- 
gate, were  fitted  out  as  cruizers,  and  sent  to  the 
Callipagos  in  search  of  the  Charlton  and  New-Zea 
land  whalers,  which  it  was  feared  they  would  cap- 
ture. They  wei*e  then  to  go  to  New  Holland  in 
search  of  more  South-sea  men.  The  Indispensible 
was  at  T am  bay. 

Co:«  he  Rodgers. —The  story  of  his  having 
bad  a br  ; a with  the  Orpheus,  originated  from  this 
circumstance  : — The  Orpheus  in  company  with  the 
Albion  74,  on  their  passage  from  the  coast  for  Ber 
muda,  fell  in  with  the  President  frigate  ; and  com- 
modore Rodgers,  under  his  topsails  only  manoeuvred 
in  hopes  to  lead  the  Orpheus  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
74,  but  the  Albion,  while  the  Orpheus  was  chasing 
the  President,  kept  so  close  as  to  prevent  the  com- 
modore’s avished  for  single  combat.  The  President 
ultimately  filled  away,  and  soon  ran  the  Albion  and 
Orpheus  out  of  sight. — JY.  Y.  Gaz. 

The  President. — On  Tuesday  evening,  (says  the 
Newport  paper  of  the  10th  inst.)  passed  this  harbor 
tor  Bristol,  Swedish  brig  Felec,  19  days  from  St 
Barts.  Capt.  Rathbone,  of  this  town,  passenger, 
informs  us  that  he  saw  a Barbadoes  paper,  which 
stated  that  com.  Rodgers  had  captured,  60  miles  to 
windward  of  that  island,  TEN  SAIL  of  the  London 
feet,  all  of  which  he  burnt,  except  one,  given  up 
to  the  prisoners,  after  taking  out  the  most  valuable 
parts  of  their  cargoes.  The  Barbadoes  paper  con- 
tained the  names  of  the  vessels  captured — and  fur- 
ther states,  that  previous  to  com.  Rodgers’  captur- 
ing those  vessels,  he  fell  in  with  a ship  which  had 
ireeii  captured,  with  a number  of  others,  by  a French 


have  furnished  their  quotas.  The  British  government  relative  to  the  cartel  which  he  . 
men  are  in  high  spirits,  and  the  promptitude  and | sent  into  England  on  his  former  cruise;  they  were, 
th  which  they  have  obeyed  the  call  of  their  however,  permitted  to  proceed.  Only  about  eighty 
. a strong  pledge  that  they  will  not  suffer  (sail  out  of  nearly  two  hundred,  which  sailed  under  . 
trained  bv  the  sons  of  the  west  to  wither  j convoy  from  London,  had  arrived  at  Barbadoes  ; and 

j it  was  apprehended  fifty  or  sixty  had  been  captured 
or  lost  in  the  gale  which  dispersed  the  fleet.  It  was 
conjectured  at  Barbadoes,  that  com.  Rodgers  had 
gone  in  pursuit  of  the  Cork  fleet,  of  sixty  sail,  un- 
der convoy  of  two  sloops  of  war  ; accordingly  tfa-ce 
frigates  had  been  despatched  in  pursuit  of  him. 

Desperate  action. — Wilmington,  f JV.  C.J  Feb.  6. 
Arrived  on  the  27th  ult.  the  privateer  schooner 
Globe,  Richard  Moon,  commander,  of  Baltimore, 
On  the  1st  of  November  last,  off  Madeira,  saw  a 
sail,  bore  down  on  her  and  exchanged  broadsides — 
supposing  her  a man  of  war  brig,  hauled  off ; the 
Globe  received  one  nine  pound  shot  under  her  lar- 
board quarter  between  wind  and  water — watched 
the  backing  and  filling  of  two  brigs  in  Funchall 
Roads.  Nov.  2d,  the  two  brigs  still  manoeuvring  in 
the  Roads— at  9 r.  m.  saw  them  under  way  and  gave 
them  chace — at  10  being*  squally  lost  sight  of  them 
— at  6 a.  h.  saw  them  at  the  S.  Y;r.  and  gave  chace. 
Nov.  3,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  two  the  heaviest  brig 
commenced  firing  her  stern  guns  which  was  instantly 
returned — at  half  past  twelve  sheered  up  alongside 
and  boarded,  the  schooner  sheering  off,  the  first  and 
second-lieutenants  and  three  seamen  were  left  on 
the  enemy’s  deck  and  it  is  supposed  were  killed.  By 
this  time  the  other  brig  had  bore  up  and  passed 
across  our  bows  and  gave  us  a raking  broadside, 
which  dealt  destruction  to  our  sails  and  rigging, 
rendering  the  schooner  quite  unmanageable.  In  this 
situation  we  lay  alongside  the  heaviest  brig  until 
we  completely  silenced  her,  and  compelled  her  to 
strike  at  half  past  three.  All  this  time  the  other 
brig  lay  on  our  quarter  pouring  broadside  after 
broadside  within  half  pistol  shot.  Finding  the  heavy 
brig  had  struck,  we  with  much  difficulty  got  the 
Globe  before  the  wind  and  commenced  close  action 
with  the  other  brig  ’till  half  past  four,  when  dis- 
covering our  vessel  in  a sinking  condition,  having 
seven  shot  between  wind  and  water,  we  hauled  to 
windward  to  take  possession  of  the  brig  which  had 
struck,  when  she  again  hoisted  her  colors  and  gave 
us  a broadside  and  was  seconded  by  her  consort, 
which  compelled  us  to  haul  ofr,  but  with  reluctance, 
to  repair  damages,_  having  the  greater  part  of  our 
standing  and  running  rigging  shot  away  and  not  a 
sail  but  was  perfectly  riddled  and  almost  useless. 
The  above  two  brigs  were  packets,  as  we  saw  the 
one  that  struck  throw  the  mail  overboard — one  of 
18  and  the  other  of  16  guns,  all  brass  12  pounders, 
as  we  found  two  12  pound  double-headed  shot  in 
our  hull.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  we  killed 
a great  number  of  men  on  board  both  vessels,  num- 
bers being  shot  down  by  the  musquetry,  and  among 
the  rest  the  captain  and  first  officer  of  the  brig  that 
had  at  one  time  struck. 

Killed — John  Harrison,  1st  lieutenant,  John  Smith, 
2d'  do.  Joshua  Brown,  Richard  Blair,  James  Thelis, 
Samuel  D.  Smith  and  Sandy  Forbes,  seamen. 

(Founded — Richard  Moon,  commander,  severely, 
Noah  Allen,  prize-master,  do.  John  Frinks,  do. 

slightly,  seamen, Oliver,  since  dead,  Asa  Harl, 

do.  do.  Ab.  Hinhart,  do.  do.  Fortune,  Job  E. 

Wheeler,  P.  Short,  F.  Statt,  T.  Jifford,  J.  Arnold, 
J.  Beatty,  John  Wilson,  John  Mitchell  and  Daniel 
Milton,  slightly. 

While  refitting  at  the. Grand  Canary  on  the  13th 
November  a Spanish  brig  arrived  from  St.  Croix, 
Teneriffe,  and  informed  us  of  the  arrival  of  a. British 
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brig,  a packet  of  18  guns  and  another  of  14,  much 
cut  up  in  her  hull  and  having  27  men  killed  in  an 
engagement  as  they  said  with  a»n  American  privateei 
on  the  2d  November.  The  Globe  mounts  nine 
9-pound  cammades. 

Official  account  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  schr.  Ferret. 

Folly-island,  February^  18  H. 

Sin — J am  sorry  to  acquaint  you  of  the  entire  loss 
of  the  United  States*  schooiner  Ferret.  This  unfor- 
tunate circumstance  occurred  last  evening,  on  the 
North  breakers  of  Stony  Inhst. 

I am  happy  to  say  none  of  her  officers  or  men 
were  lost  or  injured.  They  have  lost  every  thing 
belonging  to  them,  and  would  suffer  much,  was  it 
not  for  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Darley  and  Mr.  Ilenland, 
who  have  rendered  them  services. 

I am  m ak i ng’prep araf  ions  to  proceed  bo  the  wreck 
with  a vessel,  to  save  what  articles  of  jrigging  and 
sails  I can  get  at.  I am  in  hopes  to  get  some  of  her 
guns,  which  I threw  into  the  hold.  Finding  the 
vessel  half  full  of  water,  I apprehended  her  drifting 
out  in  deep  Water,  should  she  be  lightened,  would 
render  our  situation  more  hazardous. 

Mr.  Brailsford,  whom  I have  sent  on  with  a pro- 
portion of  my  crew,  will  inform  you  more  particular- 
ly of  the  circumstances  which  the  present  haste  I am 
in  will  not  allow  me  to  do,  as  fully  as  I could  wish. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNEY, 
Lieutenant  com.  the  TJ.  S.  schooner  Ferret. 
Commodore  J.  H.  Dent,  commanding 
naval  officer.  Charleston. 

American  Prizes. 

.MST CONTINUED  FE'OM  PARE  368. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  pennissim  spreads  !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

764.  Hermaprodite  brig  Cossack,  from  Martinico 
for  Bermuda,  laden  with  1.33hhds,  2 tierces,  and  68 
bbls  sugar,  sent  into  Georgetown,  S.  C.  by  the  let- 
ter of  marque  schooner  General  Stark,  of  2 guns  and 
12  men,  on  her  passage  to  St.  Domingo.  The  Ge- 
neral Stark  had  previously  re-captured  an  American 
vessel  and  manned  and  ordered  her  into  port,  and  at 
the  time  of  capturing  the  Cossack  had  only  eight 
men  on  board,  three  of  which  with  a boy  brought  in 
the  prize  and  her  crew  [12  in  number]  all  safe.  This 
is  truly  “yankee  entvrprize” — the  General  Stark  be- 
longs to  Salem.  (£/*  The  bounty  allowed  to  our  let- 
ters of  marque  and  privateers  (in  the  reduction  of 
duties)  on  the  cargo  of  this  vessel,  is  equal  to  nearly 
$4000. 

765.  Schooner  Jasper,  from  Surrinam,  laden  with 
coffee,  sugar  and  rum,  a prize  to  the  Caroline  of 
Baltimore,  sent  into  Georgetown,  S.  C.  It  is  stated 
this  vessel  would  have  been  wrecked  and  lost  on  the 
bar,  but  for  the  meritorious  exertions  of  lieut  Mork, 
of  the  U.  S.  navy. 

766.  Schooner  Rebecca,  from  Halifax  for  Bermu- 
da, cargo  live  stock  and  provisions,  sent  into  Ports- 
mouth, by  the  Grand  Turk. 

767.  Schooner  Agnes,  from  St.  Johns  N.  F.  for 
Bermuda,  laden  with  fish,  sent  into  France. 

768.  Brig  Criterion,  a traitor  vessel , laden  with 
SOhhds  rum,  captured  by  the  Caroline  of  Baltimore, 
and  sent  into  Stonnington,  Con.  This  vessel  has 
been  tried  and  condemned  for  the  use  of  the  captors, 

769.  Schooner  Fanny,  laden  with  sugar,  carried 
into  Charleston,  by  the  Revenge  of  Baltimore. 

770.  Schooner  Henry,  laden  with  fish,  sent  into 
Charleston,  by  the  Roger  of  Norfolk. 

771.  Schooner  Maria,  captured  by  ditto,  and 
burnt. 


772.  Ship  Nereid,  280  tons,  10  guns,  from  I .on- 
don  for  Buenos  Ayres, laden  with  250 bales  dry  goods, 
263  packages  and  trunks  of  do.  150  casks  (hhds  and 
tierces)  of  hardware  and  jewelry,  869  bundles  iron 
hoops,  80  bars  of  iron  and  a quantity  of  coal,  &c. — 
the  whole  valued  at  <£75,000  sterling,  captured  off 
Madeira,  by  tlve  Governor  Tompkins  of  New- York, 
and  sent  into  that  port.  (T/*The  G.  T.  had  also  cap- 
tured two  other  very  valuable  vessels  and  manned 
them  for  the  United  States-r-and  was  left  in  chase  of 
a ship,  all  which  had  belonged  to  a fleet ’that  had 
sailed  under  convoy,  but  separated  in  a gale.  Al- 
lowing this  vessel’s  cargo  to  be  worth  £75,000,  tlie 
bounty , in  the  reduction  of  duties , of  itself,  is  equal 
to  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars  ! ! / 

773,  774,  775,  776,  777,  778,  779,  780,  eight 
vessels  captured  by  the  True  Blooded  Yankee,  and 
burnt  of!'  the  coast  of  Ireland. 

781.  The  Castor,  captured  by  ditto,  divested  of 
her  valuable  articles  and  given  up. 

782,  783,  784,  785.  The  Active,  Watson,  Cora 
and  Eliza,  captured  by  ditto  and  sent  to  France. 

786.  Schooner  Traveller,  laden  with  119  hhds.  and 
60  bbls.  sugar,  besides  coffee,  sent  into  Squam,by  the 
Frolic,  of  Salem. 

787.  Schooner  George,  laden  with  dry  goods  and 
sundries,  sent  into  Ellsworth,  by  the  Fly. 

788.  Sloop  Experiment,  with  dry  goods,  hard- 
ware and  lumber,  sent  in  Machias  by  ditto. 

(£j*The  Fox  privateer  has  arrived  at  Salem,  hav- 
ing made  several  valuable  captures,  but  none  of  them 
have  arrived.  The  Fox  is  full  of  dry  goods  and 
hardware ; and  has  also  21  prisoners. 

789.  The  Vigilant,  a tender  to  the  admiral  of  the 
windward  island  station,  captured  by  the  Comet  of 
Baltimore,  and  sent  into  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

790.  Schooner , laden  with  sugar  and  coffee, 

sent  into  Savannah,  by  the  Patapsco  of  Baltimore. 

791.  The  very  valuable  brig  Young  Husband,  laden 
with  dry  goods,  hardware,  &c.  from  Bristol  (E.)  for 
Madeira,  sent  into  Newport,  by  the  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Appointments. — Albert  Gallatin  to  be  one  of  the 
mission  to  Gottenburg  to  negociate  a peace  with 
Great  Bvitaia. 

George  Washington  Campbell , of  Tennessee,  to  be 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  vice  A.  Gallatin. 

Richard  Rush , of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States,  vice  William  Pinkney, 
resigned. 

Ezekiel  Bacon,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury,  vice  Richard  Rush  appointed 
attorney-general. 

Christopher  Hughes,  jun.  of  Baltimore  and  John  L. 
Lawrence,  of  New-York,  to  be  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion ; the  first  at  Gottenburg , the  other  at  Stock - 
holm. 

Michael  Leib  (now  a senator  from  Pennsylvania) 
has  been  appointed  by  the  postmaster-general,  to  be 
postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  vice  Robert  Patton  de- 
ceased. This  creates  a vacancy  which  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  now  in  session,  will  speedily 
supply. 

FOREIGN  NEWS, 

By  an  arrival  at  Boston,  we  have  London  dates  of 
the  25th  December.  The  most  important  features 
of  the  intelligence  are— 

The  people  of  Ho  Hand  have  driven  out  the  French; 
established  a provisional  government,  and  invited  the 
return  of  the  prince  of  Orange ; who  entered  Hague 
in  triumph,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
on  the  3d  or  4th  Dec.  ult. 
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Switzerland  has  declared  herself  neutral — and, 
having  organized  a government,  has  raised  a consider- 
able army  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Napoleon, 
in  his  speech  to  the  senate,  says  he  has  recognized 
that  neutrality. 

In  Hanover  the  old  electoral  authorities  have  re- 
sumed the  government. 

The  Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  as  organized  by 
France,  is  entirely  broken  up.  The  allied  princes 
appear  to  be  engaged  in  some  measures  for  the  pre- 
servation of  order,  8cc.  It  is  possible  and  probable 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  German  princes  will  re- 
main nearly  as  they  were,  the  kingdom  of"  Westpha- 
lia, Sec.  being  dissolved.  See  the  statistical  table  in 
vol.  /,  page  24,  of  the - Weekly  Register. 

The  allied  powers  have  offered  peace  to  Napoleatn, 
and  will  “confirm  to  the  French  empire  an  extent  of 
territory  that  France  under  her  kings  never  knew.” 
Bonaparte  tells  his  senate  that  he  has  signed  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace.  This  has  excited  great  sensations 
in  England-,  for  it  is  insinuated  that  these  proceed- 
ings were  had  without  the  concert  of  the  British 
government;  and  lord  Castlereagh  himself  proceed- 
ed to  the  head-quarters  of  the  confederated  princes. 
The  ministerial  papers  seem  unwilling  tomake  peace 
with  France  ; they  cannot  brook  the  idea  of  acknow- 
ledging Bonaparte  as  emperor  of  the  French  : and 
Castlereagh,  who  understands  the  business  of  baying 
and  selling  as  well  as  any  man,  has  probably  gone 
over  to  prevent  it. 

The  prince  of  Ecknruhl,  with  a corps  of  25,000 
men  and  a magnificent  train  of  artillery,  with  large 
supplies  of  ammunition,  &c.  ivas  near  Hamburg  on 
the  llth  December  in  a strong*  position,  and  aided 
by  the  Danes,  may  perhaps  chec'k  the  movements  of 
Bernadotte  in  that  quarter. 

Dantzic  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  French  on  the 
12th  Dec.  But,  in  general,  the  power  of  Napoleon 
may  be  considered  as  extinguished  bc'yond  the  Rhine. 

From  Italy  our  accounts  are  not  so  perspicuous. — 
It  is  to  be  presumed,  however,  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  territories  round  the  head  of  the 
Adriatic,  the  country  is  yet  under  the  authorities  of 
Bonaparte,  as  “king  of  Italy .”  In  his  sp<  'ech,  above 
alluded  to,  he  says,  he  “is  satisfied  with  the  senti- 
ments which  his  people  of  Italy  have  testific  d” — and 
in  a letter  to  the  duke  of  Lodi,  he  says,  he  is  assem- 
bling an  army  of  100,000  men  at  Turin , “an  d will 
not,  under  any  circumstances,  abandon  his  people  ol 
Hie  kingdom  of  Italy.”  He  also  says,  that  J\  a pies 
had  continued  faithful  in  alliance  with  him  ; ibut 
there  are  rumors  of  the  contrary. 

Denmark , ateo,  remained  faithful  to  her  treatie  t 
with  France.  Surrounded  as  she  is  by  her  enemies, 
her  fate  is  ttoftir  hands.  England  and  Sweden  agreed 
“m  the  name  of  the  Holy  trinity ” to  despoil  her  of 
Norway  ; but  Alexander  will  probably  prevent  it. 

In  Spain  there  does  not  appear  to  be  many  French 
troops.  The  seat  of  government  was  about  to  be 
re-established  at  Madrid.  There  has  been  terrible 
fighting  between  Wellington  and  Soult  near  Bayonne. 
From  the  statements,  it  is  likely  that  each  may  claim 
the  victory.  They  have  contended  with  uncommon 
obstinacy,  and  great  loss. 

Extracts  from  Napoleon?  s speech  to  the  senate,  Dec.  19. 

“Splendid  victories  have  raised  the  glory  of  the 
French  arms  d.uripg  this  campaign  ; defections  with- 
out parallel  have  rendered  those  victories  useless- 
all  has  turned  against  us.  France  itself  would  be  in 
danger  but  for  the  union  and  energy  of  the  French. 

“I  have  never  been  seduced  by  prosperity.  Adver- 
sity will  always  find  me  superior  to  its  attacks. 

“I  have  several  times  given  peace  to  nations  when 
they  had  lost  every  thing.  From  a part  of  my  con- 


quests I have  raised  thrones  for  kings  who  have  for* 
saken  me. 

“I  had  conceived  and  executed  great  designs  for 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  world.  A mo- 
narch and  a father,  I feel  that  peace  adds  to  the 
security  of  thrones,  and  to  that  of  families.  Nego- 
ciations  have  been  entered  into  with  the  allied  pow- 
ers : I have  adhered  to  the  preliminary  basis  which 
they  have  presented.  I had  then  the  hope,  that  before 
the  opening  of  this  session  the  congress  of  Manheim 
would  be  assembled  ; hut  new  delays,  which  are  not 
to  be  ascribed  to  France,  have  deferred  this  moment, 
which  the  wishes  of  the  world  eagerly  call  for.” 

The  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Texel  fleet  is  not 
confirmed.  It  was  thought  that  Antwerp  and  die 
Scheldt  fleet  might  fail  into  the  hands  of  the  allies. 

Official  declaration  of  the  allied  powers. 

The  French  government  has  ordered  anew  levy  of 
300,000  Corscripts.  The  motives  of  the  senatus 
consultum  to  that  effect  contain  an  appeal  to  the  al- 
lied powers.  They,  therefore,  find  themselves  call- 
ed upon  to  promulgate  anew  in  the  face  ©f  the 
world,  the  views  which  guide  them  in  the  present 
war  ; the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  their 
conduct,  their  wishes,  and  their  determinations. 

The  allied  powers  do  not  make  war  upon  France, 
but  against  that  preponderance,  haughtily  announced. 
— against  that  preponderance  which,  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  Europe,  and  of  France,  the  emperor  Napo- 
leon has  too  long  exercised  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
empire. 

Victory  has  conducted  the  allied  armies  to  the- 
banks  of  the  Rhine.  The  first  use  which  their  im- 
perial and  royal  majesties  have  made  of  victory,  has 
been  to  offer  peace  to  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  die 
French.  An  attitude  strengthened  by  the  accession 
of  all  the  sovereigns  and  princes  ofGermany,  has  had 
no  influence  on  the  conditions  ofthat  peace.  Those 
conditions  are  founded  on  the  independence  of  die 
other  states  of  Europe. — The  view?  of  the  powers  are 
just  in  their  object,  generous  and  liberal  in  their  ap- 
plication, giving  security  to  all,  honorable  to  each. 

The  allied  sovereigns  desire  that  France  may  be 
great,  powerful  and  happy  ; because  the  French 
power,  in  a state  of  greatness  and  strength,  is  one 
of  the  foundations  of  the  social  edifice  of  Europe. — 
They  wish  that  France  may  be  happy — that  French 
commerce  may  revive — that  the  arts,  those  blessings 
of  peace,  may  again  flourish  ; because  a great  peo- 
ple can  only  be  tranquil  in  proportion  as  it  is  happy. 
The  powers  confirm  to  the  French  empire  an  extent; 
of  territory  which  France  under  her  kings  never 
knew  ; because  a vali  ant  nation  does  not  fall  from 
jits  rank,  by  having  in  its  turn  experienced  reverses 
in  an  obstinate  and  sanguinary  contest,  in  which  it 
las  fought  with  its  accustomed  bravery. 

But  the  allied  powers  also  wish  to  be  free,  tran- 
q,  ill  and  happy  themselves.  They  desire  a state  of 
pe  \ce,  which  by  a wise  partition  of  strength,  by  a 
just'  equilibrium  may  henceforward  preserve  their 
peoj  'le  from  the  numberless  calamities  which  have 
over',  vlielmed  Europe  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Th  > allied  pow  ers  will  not  lay  down  their  arm?, 
until  t hey  have  attained  this  great  and  beneficial  re- 
sult, th  is  noble  object  of  their  efforts.  They  will 
not  lay  down  their  arms,  until  the  political  state; 
of  Europ  - be  re-established  anew’ — until  immovable 
principles  have  resumed  their  rights  over  vain  pre- 
tensions, u Atilthe  sanctity  of  treaties  si l all  have  at 
least  secure-  1 a real  peace  to  Europe. 

Frankfort  Dec.  1,  1813. 

It  is  stated  ‘hat  the  royal  family  of  Portugal  were 
preparing  to  re.  'lirn  tr>  Lisbon  at  the  last  dates  from 
the  Brazils. 
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f It  is  said  the  British  propose  to  lay  up  20  or  30 
ships  of  the  line,  as  unnecessary  in  the  present  rela- 
tive maritime  strength  of  the  world,  and  to  equip 
with  their  crews  a greater  number  of  frigates. 

A Vienna  paper  contains  an  official  article  declar- 
ing the  dissolution  of  the  Rhenish  confederation. 

A Caravan,  with  3000  travellers,  going  from  Mec- 
ca to  Aleppo,  was  overwhelmed  in  the  Arabian  de- 
serts, and  all  but  20  perished. 

The  cHAHETfGF.  [We  are  authorised^'to  give  the 
following  authentic  and  particular  account  of  the  late 
communications  between  the  American  and  British 
squadrons  on  the  Nevv-London  station.  Com.  Deca- 
tur is  overshadowed  with  laurel  and  has  erected  a 
proud  monument  of  fame  for  his  country  ; and  altho’ 
the  enemy  in  this  instance  has  refused  to  permit  the 
commodore  to  wrest  from  him  a blood-stained  tro- 
phy ; there  is  no  man  whose  heart  American  blood 
warms,  does  not  exult  at  this  victory  of  pride.  The 
refusal  of  this  challenge  is  a novel  fact  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  world  ! When  before  have  Englishmen  re- 
fused to  fight  fi-igate  to  frigate  ; man  to  man,  and 
gun  to  gun  ? Never.] Boston  Gaz. 

“ A little  more  than  a fortnight  ago,  Mr.  Moran, 
a citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  landed  from  the 
British  ship  Ramilies,  and  not  knowing  commodore 
Decatur,  stated  in  his  presence,  in  Brown’s  tavern, 
New-London,  that  immediately  previous  to  his  being 
landed,  captain  Hope,  of  the  Endymion  frigate,  be- 
ing with  him  and  sir  Thomas  Hardy,  in  the  cabin  of 
the  Ramilies,  enquired  of  him,  whether  “he  did  not 
think  the  frigate  United  States,  would  not  think  it 
her  better  policy  to  anoy  the  British  commerce,  than 
to- seek  an  action  with  that  ship  ?”  Sir  Thomas  Har- 
dy then  remarked,  that  he  should  be  delighted  to  see 
a match  between  the  Statira  and  Macedonian,  as 
they  were  sister  ships  ; that  he  would  furnish  men, 
and  give  room  ; but  that  lie  would  not  allow  a chal- 
lenge to  come  from  his  side.  Commodore  Decatur 
examined  Moran  as  to  the  statement,  and  being1  sa- 
tisfied of  its  correctness,  resolved  to  offer  to  Sir 
Thomas  and  captain  Hope,  an  opportunity  to  gratify 
1 heir  wishes.  To  this  he  was  induced  from  having 
heard  a number  of  other  conversations  of  captain 
Hope,  which  led  him  to  believe  that  the  Endymion 
was  considered  equal  at  least  by  her  commander,  to 
any  of  our  frigates  ; but  principally,  because  captain 
Broke,  (now  Sir  Philip)  had  taken  pains,  in  his  note 
to  captain  Lawrence,  to  express  his  surprise  that 
Commodore  Rodgers,  in  the  President,  and  captain 
Smith  in  the  Congress,  had  avoided  him  in  the  Shan- 
non, and  captain  Parker  in  the  Tenedos,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  invitations  given  them  by  the! 
coasters,  &c.  The  commodore  took  it  for  granted, 
that  if  Sir  Philip  would  avail  himself  of  his  chalk 
hierogliphics  on  shingles  and  his  remote  inuendoejs, 
to  the  common  skippers  of  wood  boats  and  lumber 
shallops,  to  impeach  Rodgers’  and  Smith’s  willing- 
ness to  meet  and  fight  them  on  equal  terms ; that 
captains  Hope  and  Stackpole,  with  Sir  Thomas  Har- 
dy too,  perhaps,  if  the  American  squadron  should 
have  a chance  to  get  to  sea,  unobserved  by  them, 
(which  the  commodore  is  under  orders  to  w.utch  for 
and  embrace,)  would  be  expressing  their  surprise, 
that  he  should  have  taken  advantage  of  the* ‘easterly 

*Our  letter-writer  ought  to  have  noted,  after  this 
complaint  ol  Sir  Philip,  that  the  wind  being  actual- 
ly in  the  very  point  he  mentions,  obligee V commodore 
Rodgers  to  beat  out  of  the  harbor,  and  consequently 
to  cross  the  bay — whereas  it  being  > fair  wind  for 
Sir  Philip,  he  had  every  opportunity  of  seeking  the 
commodore;  and  would  propably  bave  found  him, 
had  lie  been  so  disposed.— *— — -E<1  &az. 


weather,’  and  thus  have  avoided  a combat,  which 
they  had  repeatedly  offered  “on  equal  terms.”  The 
commodore,  therefore,  sent  a note  by  captain  Biddle, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Hardv,  m which  he  stated,  that  if 
Sir  Thomas  admitted  Moran’s  statement  to  be  cor- 
rect, he  should  surmount  the  object  “of  who  should 
give  the  challenge,”  and  begged  him  to  consider  that 
as  an  invitation  for  the  meeting  between  the  U.  S. 
frigates  United  States  and  Macedonian,  and  the  Bri- 
tish frigates  Endymion  and  Statira  ; and  that  captain 
Biddle  was'  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  an  immediate  meeting.  When’ cap- 
tain Biddle  delivered  the  note,  Sir  Thomas  said  he 
should  leave  it  to  the  captains  of  the  frigates,  and 
if  they  were  desirous  of  it,  he  should  certainly  not 
interfere,  or  attempt  to  prevent  it ; professed  that 
he  thought  the  commodore’s  offer  a very  liberal  one  ; 
that  it  was  taking  a great  responsibility  on  himself; 
but  if  their  frigates  should  be  unfortunate,  it  would 
certainly  break  him  ; but  if  they  were  successful,  lie 
thought  the  government  would  make  a bishop  of  him 
at  least.  He  said  they  would  lake  the  night  to  con- 
sider of  it. Captain  Biddle  returned  ; and  in  the 

morning,  captain  Coote,  of  the  Borer  brig,  came  in 
with  a despatch  from  Sir  Thomas,  in  which  he  de- 
clined the  meeting,  notwithstanding  captain  Hope 
wished  it  very  much,  because  he  thought  the  Endy- 
mion not  a match  for  the  United  States,  With  re- 
gard to  her  being  a match,  I will  state,  that  two  years 
ago,  she  was  commanded  by  Sir  Richard  Buttun,  and 
captured  Mr.  White,  the  present  master  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ; at  that  time,  they  sneeringly  compli- 
mented Mr.  White,  by7  telling  him,  she  was  the  only 
frigate  they  had  in  commission,  that  could  cope  with 
our  Constitution  ; she  had  been  in  ordinary  since,  un- 
til within  four  months,  and  we  understand  has  been 
put  in  commission,  and  sent  to  sea,  with  unlimited 
orders  to  cruise  in  pursuit  of  one  of  our  frigates. — 
She  is  undoubtedly  of  more  tonnage— heavier  arma- 
ment, and  a larger  complement  of  men  than  any 
frigate  they  have  now  afloat.  She  mounts  two  more 
guns  than  the  United  States,  and  of  the  same  calibre 
on  her  main  deck.  When  it  was  objected  that  the 
United  States  threw  a greater  weight  of  metal  at  a 
broadside  than  she  did,  (which  is  owing  to  the  Unit- 
ed States’  carronades  being  heavier  than  hers)  com- 
modore Decatur  offered  to  dismount  till  their  force 
was  precisely  equal ; but  captain  Coote  replied,  that 
they  did  not  consider  two  or,three  guns  of  any  con- 
sequence— “the  difference  was  in  the  men” — the 
crews  were  every  thing.”  [And  the  editor  of  the  Co- 
lumbian is  informed,  that  commodore  Decatur,  after 
pffering  to  reduce  his  battery  until  the  enemy  should 
say  it  was  low  enough,  also,  after  stating  the  num- 
ber of  his  crews,  pledged  himself  not  to  increase 
them,  and  offered  to  let  the  adversary  augment  his 
to  any  amount  he  pleased.]  No  further  communica- 
tions have  taken  place  between  the  parties.” 

New-Loxdox,  Feb.  9. — We  have  heard  it  rumored 
that  sir  Thomas  Hardy  was  desirous  that  the  Mace- 
donian and  Statira  should  meet  singly,  as  she  was  the 
sister  ship  of  the  Macedonian,  and  on  fair  terms. — 
We  can  only  profess  our  utter  disbelief  in  this  report, 
from  the  evidence  furnished  by  sir  Thomas’  refusal 
to  allow  the  Endymion  to  encounter  the  U.  States, 
after  com.  Decatur  proposed  to  reduce  their  arma- 
ments to  a precise  equality. 

[Should  a match  be  made  up  between  the  Mace- 
donian and  Statira,  we  should  expect  to  see  some  of 
the  scenes  of  the  battle  of  Issus  re-exhibited  ; and 
Statira,  like  her  namesake  the  proud  daughter  of 
Darius,  after  courting  a match  with  the  Macedo- 
nian, consent  to  be  espoused  by  the  victor  when  he 
shall  have  brought  her  into  captivity  by  conquering 
■the  arms  which  protected  her.] 
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End  of  the  Volume. 

The  present  number,  130,  concludes  the  5th  vo- 
lume of  the  Weekly  Register,  and  brings  about 
the  regular  period  for  a general  settlement  of  dues 
to  the  editor.  The  title  page  and  index  will  be  pub- 
lished in  two  weeks;  but  gentlemen  who  desire  to 
have  the  supplement  for  the  volume,  cannot  have  it 
hound  until  that  extensive  and  valuable  appen- 
dage shall  be  finished,  which  will  be  in  about  six 
weeks.  The  supplement  is  altogether  an  extra  work; 
to  consist  of  twelve  sheets;  price  one  dollar , to  be 
paid  on  ordering  it — see  No.  123,  page  305. 

On  commencing  the  sixth  volume  the  editor  may 
offer  a few  remarks,  as  customary;  he  has  not  room 
for  them  now. 

iT^Subscribers  residing  in  Baltimore  are  respect- 
fully notified  that  at  the  time  of  calling'upon  them 
for  payment  of  the  current  year,  their  support  to  the 
supplement  will  be  invited. 


Mr.  Giles'  Letters. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  NO.  HI,  of  MR.  GILES*  ADDRESS. 

[i»y  a correspondent  oftloe  Virginia  Argus. "\ 

In  proceeding  to  the  examination  of  the  3d  num- 


ber of  Mr.  Giles’s  address,  I am  constrained  to  re 
mark  upon  the  unfairness  of  his  conduct  in  under- 
taking to  “presume”  for  the  president,  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  executive  acted.  It  is  undoubtedly 
allowable  for  him,  when  writing  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion, to  assume  for  himself  what  latitude  of  legal  or 
moral  motive  he  may  think  proper  : but  where  therel  terms  of  peace,  and  the  senate  did  not  happen  atthe 
is  no  evidence  that  the  president  took  any  particular,  time  to  be  in  session,  it  will  hardly  be  insisted  on 


in  question,  what  must  I think  of  his  understanding? 
And  if  he  is  not  serious,  what  can  be  said  for  hia 
sincerity?  We  have  heretofore  seen  him,  with  hypo- 
critical acumen,  dissecting  words;  but  here  we  find 
him  blundering  about  a meaning  from  the  plainest 
phraseology.  How  can  a “vacancy  happen ,”  except 
with  regard  to  an  office  already  filled?  And  who  be- 
sides Mr.  Giles,  will  doubt  that  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  is  quoted,  refers  exclusively  to 
offices  previously  occupied?  It  must  have  been  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  second 
article  of  that  instrument,  most  clearly,  undet 
which  the  executive  took  the  measure  of  issuing 
commissions  to  Messrs.  Gallatin,  Adams  and  Bay- 
ard; for  in  that  paragraph  his  power  to  do  so  is 
indisputably  manifest.  It  says  : 

“He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
“and  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassa- 
dors, other  public  ministers , and  consuls,”  8cc.  See. 

Will  it  be  contended  that  the  word  “nominate’* 
relates  entirely  to  a nomination  made  to  the  senate, 
land  that  a commission  cannot  properly  issue  in  a 
•new  case  of  ambassador,  or  minister,  until  such 
nomination  has  taken  place?  I answer  to  this  cavil, 
that  no  law  is  necessary  to  create  the  office  of  am- 
bassador, or  minister;  that  offices  of  that  descrip- 
tion are  considered  as  always  existing;  and  that  it  is 
for  the  president  alone  to  determine  '-when  they  shall 
be  filled.  As  he  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  time  when  a 
new  ambassador  is  necessary,  and  as  that  time  is 
indicated  by  the  exigency  of  pubiic  affairs,  he  is 
necessarily  controled,  and  compelled  to  act,  by  such 
exigency.  If,  for  example.  Great  Britain  had  notified 
us,  that  she  had  appointed  certain  ministers  to  meet 
ministers  on  our  part,  at  any  certain  place  to  adjust 


clause  of  tlie  constitution  or  provision  of  law  as 
authority  Tor  what  he  did,  then  there  is  a manifest 
impropriety  in  Mr.  Giles’s  saying  that  such  clause 
or  provision  ions  the  authority  by  which  the  presi- 
dent was  guided.  If  an  argument  may  be  ma- 
naged in  that  way;  if  a writer  may  not  only  devise 
his  own  reasoning,  but  invent  the  essential  part  of 
that  which  is  to  be  opposed  to  him,  it  would,  indeed, 
be  marvellous  if  he  did  not  batter  down  every  thing 
before  him,  and  secure  a complete  triumph ! And 
yet  it  is  thus  that  the  able  senator,  whose  third  labor 
is  now  before  me,  has  dealt  with  Mr.  Madison,  who, 
he  “presumes,”  in  granting  commissions  to  Messrs. 
Gallatin,  Adams  and  Bayard,  took  that  step  in  virtue 
of  the  following  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the 
second  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States . 

“The  president  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all 
'‘vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
“the  senate,  by^  granting  commissions  which  shall 
“expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session.” 

And  upon  this  constitutional  provision,  with 
great  apparent  diffidence,  he  suggests  a doubt, 
“whether  the  president  was  authorised  to  grant 
commissions  to  fill  offices,  de  novo,  which  had  not 
been  before  filled!”  Now,  if  I believe  Mr.  Giles 
serious  in  his  suggestion  l fiat  this  clause  was  the 
ground  work  of  presidential  procedure  in  the  case 
Vol.  V. 


that  the  business  ought  to  have  been  postponed  till 
the  senate  could  be  convened  by  special  notice,  or 
should  meet  agreeably  to  law.  Ambassadors,  and 
other  public  ministers,  are,  in  a special  manner,  the 
very  essence  of  executive  authority,  in  our  inter 
course  with  foreign  powers.  They  are  agents,  net 
designated  in  any  country  by  statute  law  ; but  are 
the  creatures  of  the  law  of  nations.  Wherever,  in 
any  nation,  the  chief  executive  authority  is  placed, 
there,  altogether,  exists  the  power  to  institute  em- 
bassies, missions,  &c.  you  will  no  where  find,  in  oui 
constitution,  provision  for  creating  ambassadorial 
or  foreign  ministerial  offices.  The  very  being’  o;. 
such  offices,  exists  entirely  in  the  will  of  the  pn 
sident.  He  may  cause  them  to  be  filled  at  any  nu  . 
meat;  he  may  also  vacate  them  whenever  he  choose^ 
When,  in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  the  nations 
exigencies  render  a new  minister  indispensable,  i - 
the  opinion  of  the  executive,  a commission  issues  or 
course,  until  the  senate  meets.  During-  its  session, 
-the  president,  according  to  the  injunction  of  t|i  • 
constitution,  nominates,  and  the  senate  assents  <>• 
rejects:  If  the  senate  rejects,  the  executive  lftay 
nominate  another  person  to  the  same  post.  Tin- 
course  of  proceeding  has  in  some  instances,  been 
pursued,  in  relation  to  consuls,  who  are  included  in 
the  same  clause  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to 
the  appointment  of  ambassadors,  and  must  theru- 

B £ 


418  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER—  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  26,  1814. 


fore  follow  the  same  rule.  It  was  never,  I believe,  | confined  to  its  strict  constitutional  authority,  the 
formally  objected  to  in  the  case  of  consuls  by  the  ; better  for  our  liberties.  When  we  reflect  that  it  is, 
senate.'  The  nomination  of  Mr.  Short;  who  was, in  its  nature,  a perpetual  senate,  and  that  it  only 
unanimously  rejected,  was  not  negatived  because  he  j wants  the  abolition  of  party  spirit  among  its  mem- 
was  commissioned  before  lie  was  nominated  to  the  bers,  and  the  introduction  of  an  esprit  da  corps , to 
senate;  but,  as  1 have  understood  from  a good  source,  (make  it  absolute,  there  is  every  reason  to  tremble 
on  account  of  some  personal  objections.  In  truth,  if  j for  the  integrity  of  the  constitution.  The  president 
the  president  could  not  forthwith  commission , at  the 
instant  he  decided  the  new  public  minister  to  be 
necessary,  he  would  on  some  occasions,  inevitably 
lose  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  opportu- 


will  scarcely  ever  fail  to  give  proper  information  to 
the  senate,  he  will  do  that,  in  general,  for  his  own 
sake,  m order  to  justify  himself  to  the  people,  to 
whom  lie  is  responsible.  But  to  let  the  senate,  at 
niiy.  It  is  evident  to  me,  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  j the  first  blush,  into  all  his  opinions  ; to  take  counsel 


the  senate  to  decide  upon  the  policy  or  impolicy  of 
appointing  ambassadors. and  other  public  ministers  : 
Their  duty,  I apprehend,  consists  in  preventing  im- 
proper individuals  from  occupying  thpse  posts. — 
“The  senate”  as  Mr  Giles  states  in  his  No  II,  “is 
i he  passive  preventive  power.”  But  how  preventive? 
Why,  by  rejecting  the  men  nominated  by  the  presi- 
dent. If  that  body  can  exercise  a negative  upon  all 
missions,  their  first  institution,  as  well  as  upon 
the  individual  designated  to  personify  them,  then,  it 
is  manifest,  the  executive  is  thrown  out  of  his  pecu- 
liar constitutional  line,  as  the  political  guide  of  the 
United  States  with  respect  to  other  countries.  He 
would  no  longer  be,  -what  Mr.  Giles  allows  him  to 
be,  “the  active  originating  power.”  Hence,  1 hold  the 
resolution  of  the  senate,  in  the  case  of  Mr  Russell, 
declaring  it  “inexpedient”  to  send  a minister  pleni- 
potentiary'.to  Sweden,  to  be  a species  of  usurpation 
of  the  executive  function.  It  may  be  asked,  where,  in 
that  case,  is  the  check  upon  the  president?  I answer, 
in  the  power  of  withholding  money,  which  congress 
•possesses.  Withhold  his  pay,’  and  the  minister  is 
defunct.  The  check,  growing  out  of  the  preventive 
power  of  the  senate,  is  also  formidable.  It  obstructs, 
bv  refusing  to  approve  persons  nominated.  But  in 
no  instance  can  the  senate,  as  I conceive,  constitu- 
tionally, discuss  and  determine,  in  form,  concerning 
embassies  or  missions.  The  same  paragraph  of  the 
constitution  which  renders  the  advice  and  consem 
of  the  senate  necessary  with  regard  to  ambassadors 
and  public  ministers.,  also  requires  their  advice  and 
consent  to  the  making  of  treaties.  The  president, 
says  the  constitution,  “shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and-consenCof  the  senate,  to  make  trea- 


pf  the  senators,  in  senate,  as.  to  the  propriety  of  his 
measures  in  their  incipient  state,  and  to  be  guided 
entirely  by  their  votes,  would  be  to  relinquish  his 
own  peculiar  funct  ion,  and  to  resort  for  guidance  to 
a tribunal  which  the  constitution  does  not  indicate. 
The  senate  is  designated  as  an  adviser  after  nomi- 
nations, not  .mkfoiie  them.  The  only  constitutional 
advisers  before  nomination,  are  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, whosfe  opinions  the  president  may  require  in 
writing,  if  lie  is  disposed  to  do  so. 

But,  let  opinions  vary  as  they  may  on  this  topic, 
the  question  appears  to  have  been  determined  entire- 
ly in  favor  of  the  executive;  for,  notwithstanding 
Messrs.  Bayard  and  Adams  were  commissioned 
before  they  were  nominated  to  the  senate,  they  were 
approved  by  that  body;  and,  if  any  further  approval 
were  wanting,  it  may  be  found  in  the  voice  of  the 
people,  who,  in  a great  measure,  are  about  to  give  a 
verdict  for  the  president  and  against  Mr.  Giles.  If 
there  had  been’sufficient  time  to  lay  the  nominations 
before  the  senate,  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  com- 
missions, it  might  have  been  well  enough  to  have 
pursued  that  course;  because,  in  that  case,  delay 
would  have  made  no  difference  as  to  the  object  in 
view.  There  was  not,  however,  sufficient  time,  all 
things  considered,  to  wait  for  the  meeting  of  that 
body.  I know  that  those  who  think  with  Mr.  Giles* 
will  at  once  reply  to  this  observation,  as  Air.  Giles 
has  said  himself,  that  the  time  at  which  our  envoys 
left  die  United  Slates,  was  not  more  than  twelve  or 
fourteen  days  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  senate. 
This  answer  supposes  that  the  senate  would,  imme- 
diately on  its  meeting,  have  proceeded  to  act  upon 
the  nomination  of  the  envoys;  Which,  in  my  opinion. 


ties.”  But  it  is  not  alleged  before  the  treaty  is  made,  j could  not  have  been  depended  on,  as  1 shall  attempt 
or  in  the  making  it,  the  executive  shall  consult  the  to  demonstrate. 

senate  whether  he  shall  make  a new  treaty  or  not.j  The  respect  which  every  good  citizen  is  disposed 
When  the  treaty  is  framed,  then  it  is  laid  before  the  j to  pay  to  the  institutions  of  Ids  country,  induces 


senate,  and  that  body  either  ratifies  or  condemns  it. 
If  the  senate  could  partake  in  the  power  of  desig- 
nating when  new  missions  should  be  instituted,  it 
would,  as  a correspondent  attribute,  be  associated 
with  the  president  in  the  reception  of  ambassadors 
and  other  public  ministers.  But  we  find  that  is  not 
the  fact;.  The  constitution  enjoins  the  president 
alone  to  receive  them.  The  senate  cannot  constitu- 


him,  when  speaking  of  any  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  treat  it  as  if  it  proceeded  to  fair  objects, 
by  the  direct  road  of  pure  reason,  impelled  by  mo- 
tives of  virtue  alone.  Yet,  at  the  very  moment  that 
tliis  language  is  held,  for  the  sake  of  decorum,  and 
in  consequence  of  those  observances  which  the  world 
deems  indispensable  in  form,  there  is  not  a solitary 
individual  who  lias  the  least  knowledge  of  political 


tionallv  even  claim  access  to  the  executive  docu-  affairs,  that  does  not  know,  and  believe,  that  in  most 


ments;  nor  are  the  instructions  given  to  our  public 
ministers  laid  before  them,  except  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  president.  All  which  circumstances  go  to 
prove,  that  the  senate  is  not  viewed  by  the  constitu- 
tion as  a tribunal  to  decide,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  respect  to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency,  the 
policy  or  impolicy,  of  executive  measures.  The 
passive,,  preventive  negative  on  persons  nominated, 
is  the  limit  of  the  senatorial  power  in  this  respect. 
How  that  body  can  undertake  to  determine  a new 
ministerial  institution  inexpedient,  when  it  has  not, 
and  is  not  contemplated  to  have,  a full  view  of  the 
whole  executive  ground,  is  to  me  astonishing.  The 
attempt  to  penetrate  the  presidential  intellect  in  an 
unlawful  form,  1 have  already  exposed;  and  I have  no 


of  the  branches  of  government,  and  particularly  in 
those  composed  of  numbers,  private  motives,  of  am- 
bition, hatred,  friendship,  or  revenge,  mingle  with 
considerations  of  public  utility  or  national  policy. — 
As  an  instance  of  this  it  is  notorious,  at  the  city  of 
Washington  at  least,  that  the  senators  of  the  United 
States  were,  at  the  last  session  of  that  body,  split 
into  three  parties ; to  wit  : A party  friendly  to  the 
executive  and  his  measures  ; the  federal  party  ; and 
a party  of  disaffected  republicans,  at  the  head  of 
wlii'ch  was  Mr.  Giles.  With  such  a senate  contain- 
ing two  parties,  equal  in  number  16  that  winch  was 
well  disposed  to  support  the  policy  of  the  executive, 
how  could  expedition  be  looked  for,  especially  in  an 
affair  so  delicate  as  that  of  the  Russian  mediation, 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  closer  the  senate  is' where  there  was  sc  much  room  for  misrepresentation, 
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fiftd  so  in  any  persons  disposed  to  discolor  facts  ? — 
The  federal  party,  following  its  usual  and  well 
known  course,  would  naturally  seek  to  embarrass, 
in  hopes  to  profit  by  confusion  ; and  the  party  which 
was  directed  by  Mr.  Giles,  discontented  and  restless, 
would  not  fail,  if  it  could  only  act  upon  a plausible 
pretence,  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  harmony 
and  promptness  of  proceeding.  It  was  also  well 
understood  that  Mr.  Giles  was  the  implacable  enemy 
of  Albert  Gallatin  ; and  it  was  confidently  believed 
at  the  time,  that  he  would  oppose  the  nomination  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  every  contrivance 
that  he  coul  l imagine.  Procrastination,  therefore, 
would  have  been  the  unavoidable  effect  of  postpon- 
ing the  issuing  of  the  commissiqns,  until  the  appro- 
bation of  the  senate  had  been  obtained.  Such  pro- 
crastination would  have  blasted  the  benefit,  in  rela- 
tion to  public  opinion,  which  the  acceptance  of  the 
Russian  mediation,  was  calculated  to  secure.  It  is 
known  to  Mr.  Giles,  and  to  every  man  of  experience, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  govern- 
ment, that  public  opinion  is  every  thing ; that  with- 
out it,  no  description  of  politicians  can  manage  the 
national  affairs,  particularly  in  a period  of  war,  with 
any  vigor  whatever.  It  was  all  important,  there- 
fore, for  the  executive  to  engross  public  opinion  ; 
and  that  could  only  be  done  by  impressing  the  peo- 
ple, by  acts  with  a conviction  of  the  real  disposition 
of  the  president  with  regard  to  peace  and  war. — 
By  the  act  of  accepting  the  Russian  mediation  with- 
out the  least  hesitation,  the  most  incredulous  could 
not  doubt  that  it  was  the  sincere  desire  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  seize  every  fair  occasion  to  procure  peace  ; 
and  this  conviction  gave  additional  energy  to  our  ci- 
tizens in  prosecuting  the  war,  which  they  were  thus 
taught  most  truly  to  view  as  just  and  necessary,  and 
not  to  be  continued  a day  longer  than  it  was  possi- 
ble to  restore  peace  upon  conditions  with  which  the 
public  were  well  acquainted,  and  which  the  best 
beads  in  the  nation,  some  even  of  the  federal  party, 
admitted  were  the  least  we  ought  to  exact.  It  is 
very  true,  as  Mr.  Giles  says,  that  in  the  introducto- 
ry stage  of  the  Russian  mediation,  the  cabinet  of 
London  observed  the  “most  sullen  silence”  upon  the 
subject.  But  her  partizans  in  this  country  were  on 
the  watch  ; and  it  is  indisputably  certain,  from  par- 
ticulars and  manoeuvres  which  the  honorable  Mr. 
Pickering  has  developed,  that  had  the  executive 
wavered  in  accepting  the  emperor  of  Russia’s  offer, 
or  had  he  for  the  instant  declined  it,  those  partizans 
would  have  come  out  and  denounced  him  as  a war- 
hawk,  not  in  the  least  disposed  to  make  peace,  al- 
though it  was  proposed  to  him  from  such  a respecta- 
ble^ quarter  as  Russia.  Nay,  it  is  highly  probable, 
that  the  British  cabinet  itself,  bursting  its  “sullen 
silence,”  would  have  seized  the  occasion  to  declare 
its  acceptance  of  the  mediation,  and  thus  corroborat- 
ing the  clamor  here,  have  given  a bias  to  public  opi- 
nion which  the  president  might  have  found  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  counteract.  Now,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  in  accepting  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia, it  became  proper  to  give  some  proof  of  the  ac- 
ceptance, to  do  some  act , by  which  the  people  might 
see,  or  hear,  that  the  president  had  accepted.  The 
act  most  natural  and  proper,  was  the  designating  the 
envoys,  and  issuing  commissionsto  them.  For,  had 
he  not  issued  the  commissions  until  the  senate  met, 
it  would  not  have  been  an  actual  acceptance,  of  the 
offer,  but  a promise  to  accept,  which  promise  would 
remain  to  be  fulfilled  on  the  meeting  of  the  senate. 
And  that  body,  consisting,  at  that  time,  of  three 
different  parties,  two  of  them  hostile  to  tho  execu- 
tive, and  equal  to  -the  one  that  was  friendly,  would, 
upon  every  rational  estimate  of  its  proceedings,  im- 
pede the  consummation  of  the  executive  promise,  so 


as  to  render  it  doubtful,  for  a month  or  six  weeks 
whether  the  mediation  would  eventually  be  accepted 
or  not.  The  proceedings  of  the  senate  being  all  that 
time  kept  secret,  the  people  might  suppose  the  pre- 
sident was  not  sincere  in  his  desire  for  peace  ; the 
outcry  of  British  partizans  would  have  been  thus 
countenanced,  public  opinion  might  have  fluctuated 
and  the  executive  have  thus  lost  the  benefit  which 
subsequent  events  have  shewn  that  he  has  derived 
from  the  course  he  pursued.  It  will  be  seen  that  I 
speak  with  frankness  ; and  I presume  that  what  I. 
state,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  the  affected 
delicacy  of  some  double  dealing  politicians,  is  in  a 
style  that  will  be  understood  and  credited  by  men  of 
plain  sense,  who  pursue,  in  all  their  investigations, 
nothing  more  than  the  good  of  their  country.  I do 
not,  indeed,  profess  to  write  for  posterity ; but  en- 
deavor to  instil  that  truth,  in  which  posterity  de- 
lights, into  the  minds  of  the  present  generation.  It 
was  not  for  the  executive  to  wait  the  determ  ination 
of  Great  Britain,  before  he  acted  upon  the  Re:  m 

mediation.  In  every  respect  that  would  have  b^en 
an  impotent  policy.  It  would  have  been  to  follow, 
where  we  had  invariably  professed  to  lead.  By  act- 
ing without  a knowledge  of  what  the  enemy  would 
do  in  the  affair,  we  w ent  forward  upon  our  own  mo- 
tives, shewing  thereby  an  independent  resolution, 
not  to  be  trickeclor  deceived  by  the  artifices  of  the 
British  ministry.  If  any  inference  could  be  drawn, 
relative  to  the  mediation,  from  what  Mr.  Giles  calls 
“the  astonishing  successes  of  the  allies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  continent  of  Europe,”  surely  it  must  be 
favorable  to  the  object  of  the  emperor  of  Russia’s 
offer.  Who  was  the  principal  of  those  successful 
allies  ? Russia,  most  undoubtedly.  Might  it  not, 
therefore,  be  reasonably  expected,  that  that  very 
Russia,  whose  alliance  was  so  useful  and  precious 
to  the  British,  would  have  great  influence  with  our 
enemy  in  bringing  him  to  an  admission  of  the  wrongs 
he  had  done  us,  and  to  a stipulation  for  a cessation 
from  them  in  future  ? This  head  of  the  argument 
might  be  pushed  much  further,  with  great  advan- 
tage to  the  executive  ; but  as  Mr.  Giles  has  not  in- 
sisted on  the  part  of  his  address  to  which  it  has  re- 
ference, as  material,  1 will  pass  on  to  the  pith  of  his 
strictures  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Gallatin. 

As  the  basis  of  his  objection  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr. 
Giles  states  two  propositions  : 

1.  That  the  appointment  of  envoy,  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  post  of  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

2.  That  the  substitution  of  a person  to  -perform 
the  duties  of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Gallatin,  was  unlawful. 

The  whole  amount  of  what  Mr.  Giles  says  upon  the 
first  proposition  is,  as  I understand  it,  this  : That, 
the  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  involves  many 
important  and  delicate  duties,  which  require  a con- 
stant attendance  at  the  treasury  department  in  Wash- 
ington ; and  that  Mr.  Gallatin,  not  being  possessed 
of  the  power  of  ubiquity,  cannot  perform  the  func- 
tions of  envoy  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  those  of  secre- 
tary in  Washington  city,  at  one  and  the  same  tinrv. 
This,  1 presume,  will  all  be  admitted  ; and  1 cannot 
conceive  why  Mr.  Giles  should  have  gone  into  such 
detail  of  law  and  reasoning  to  prove  it,  unless  it 
were  to  procure  an  opening  for  some  of  those  hard 
hits , which,  by  .broad  inuendo,  he  makes  at  Mr.  G:d- 
latin.  These  hits,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  perfeci  i o 
fair,  especially  against,  an  absent  man  : nor  are,  tin  V 
conformable  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Giles  himself, 
who  strenuously  contends  for  the  sanctity  of  -motives, 
and  their  preservation  from  the  rude  implications  of 
political  commentators ! 

It  will  be  perceived,  however,  that  there  is  rto 
force  in  the  arguments  in  support  of  tiffs  first,  propo- 
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sttior.,  unless  the  second  is  completely  est  dished  : 
.for,  if  the  president  may  lawfully  substitute  a per- 
son to  perform  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gallatin,'  then,  of  course 
there  is  no  incompatibility  between  the  offices  of  en- 
voy and  secretary  ; as,  in  that  case,  Mr.  Gallatin  can 
perform  the  functions  of  envoy  at  St.  Petersburg’  and 
the  substitute  can  perform  the  functions  of  secretary 
at  Washington.  ThefiFst  question,  therefore,  to  be 
"examined,  is,  had  the  president  lawful  power  to  ap- 
point a substitute  to  Mr.  Gallatin , under  the  circum- 
stances ? Mr.  Giles  thinks  he  had  not  : I think  he 

had. 

Ou  th"-.  8th  of  May,  1792,  congress  passed  an  act, 
of  which  the  following  is  a section,  now  in  force  : 

“That  in  case  of  the  death,  absence  from  the  seat 
of  government,  or  sickness  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  secretary  of  the 
war  department,  or  of  any  officer  of  either  of  the 
siid  departments  whose  appointment  is  not  in  the 
head  thereof,  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the  du- 
ties of  their  said  respective  offices,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  case  he 
shall' think  it  necessary,  to  -authorize  any  person  of 
persons,  at  his  discretion , to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  said  respective  offices,  until  a successor  be. a p-. 
pointed,  or  until  such  absence  or  inability  by  sick- 
ness Shall  cease.” 

It  was  under  this  section  of  law  that  the  execu- 
tive appointed'  William  Jones,  esq.  to  perform  the 
duties  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Gallatin.  The  power  of  the  president,  it  may 
he  observed,  in  case  of  absence  is  clear  and  explicit. 
Bht  Mr.  Giles  objects  that  Mr.  Gallatin’s  “ absence 
from  the  seat  of  government”  is  not  tiie  absence  con- 
templated by  the  act  of-  congress  ; and  that  Mr. 
Madison  created  the  absence  ; and  of  course  the 
necessity  for  a substitute,  which  he  alleges  is  unlaw- 
ful. Yet  he  no  where  produces  any  legal  provision 
in  support  of  his  opinion.  He  makes  a long  argu- 
ment', it  is  true,  to  shew  what  the  law  intended ; 
which,  however,  is  not  in  any  way  sustained  by  what 
the  Iaw- expresses  ,■  and  where  th e expression  is  clear 
it  is  out  of  all  rule  to  assert  an  intendment  by  con- 
struction. Noy,  in  his  maxims,  tells  us  that  <sall 
acts  of  parliament  (and,  in  like  manner,  all  acts  of 
congress)  as  well  private  as  general,  shall  be  taken 
by  reasonable  construction,  to  be  collected  out  of  the 
words  of  the  act  only”  Mr.  Giles  goes  into  a con- 
struction not  warranted  by  the  words  of  the  act ; 
for  those  words  are  without  the  least  restriction, 
and  do  not  limit  the  distance  to  which  the  head  of  a 
department  may  travel,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
country.  The  section  which  I have  quoted  was 
made,  it  will  not  be  denied,  for  the  accommodation 
or  personal  convenience  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
when  they  might  wish  to  be  absent  on  private  busi- 
ness, or  were  detained  at  home  by  sickness.  If,  then, 
they  arc  thus  to  be  indulged  on  their  own  account, 
and  may  be  substituted  by  temporary  incumbents  for 
such  a ciuse,  how  much  stronger  is  the  reason  for 
construct  ing  t heir  absence  to  admit  of  a substitution 
when  the  public  interest  call  them  abroad  ? As  to  Mr. 
Giles’  criticism,  that  the  phrase,  “absence from  the 
seat  of  government,”  doCs  not  include  absence  from 
the  United  States,  because  a minor  proposition  does 
not  embrace  a major,  it  is  sufficiently  answered  b}' 
the  consideration,  that  the  “seat  of  government”  is 
merely  referred  to  in  the  law  as  the  place  of  political 
residence  of  the  secretaries  ; and  if  they  are  absent 
from  tii at,  alt  other  places,  far  or  near,  are  indiffer- 
ent in  the  eye  of  the  act  of  congress.  I may  also 
observe,  that  the  president  is  made  the  judge  of 
what  kind  of  absence  renders  the  appointment  of 
A substitute  expedient;  for  the  words  of  the  section 


arc,  “in  case  he  shall  think  it  necessary,”  and,  “at  his 
discretion.”  That  he  created  the  absence  which  ren- 
dered the  exercise  of  this  discretion  indispensable,  is 
no  solid  objection  ; there  being  no  law  to  prohibit  the 
head  of  a department  from  becoming  an  envoy,  nor 
any  provision  restraining  the  executive  from  nomi- 
nating a secretary  to  that  post.  Vv  hat  is  said  con- 
cerning Mr.  Jay,  does  not  apply  ; and  if  it  did,  the 
sentiment  again t it  is  nothing  but  opinion.  Long  as 
the  republicans  have  been  in  power,  they  have  never 
enacted  any  thing  to  prevent  the  case  of  Mr.  Jay 
from  operating  as  a precedent.  His  appointment, 
nevertheless,  was,  as  Mr.  Giles  avows  more  inadmis- 
sible than  Mr.  Gallatin’s  ; and  moreover,  it  was  not 
analogous.  In  Mr.  Jay’s  case,  the  executive  selected 
his  envoy  from  the  judicary  ; whence  the  republi- 
can party  insisted  on  an  incompatibility,  on  account 
of  the  intermixing  of  the  members  of  two  separate 
and  independent -branches  of  the  government.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  on  the  contrary  was  a member  of  the  execu- 
tive administration  ; and  consequently  there  is  no  in- 
compatibility on  that  score,  nor  does  Mr.  Giles  pre- 
tend that  there  is.  This  distinction  fully  vindicates 
Mr,  Madison’s  consistency  ; as  he  may  very  cordially 
have  disapproved  of  Mr.  Jay’s  nomination,  have  very 
cheerfully  nominated  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  still  be  a 
strict  adherent  to  the  republican  principle  avowed 
in  1794. 

But  there  is  another  act  on  the  subject  of  absence 
from  the  seat  of  government,  which  Mr.  Giles 
quotes,  and  I will  quote  likewise.  It  was  passed  on. 
the  13lh  of  February,  1795,  and  is  in  these  words  : 

“That  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state,  &c.  whereby  they  cannot  perform  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  case  he  shall 
think  it  necessary,  to  authorise  any  person  or  per- 
sons, at  his  discretion,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
said  respective.offices,  until  a successor  be  appoint- 
ed, or  such  vacancy  be  filed : Provided,  That  no 
one  vacancy  shall  be  supplied,,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
for  a longer  term  than  six  months.” 

This  law,  does  not  profess  to  alter,  or  repeal,  the 
section  enacted  in  the  year  1792.  The  title  off  it 
states  that  it  is  to  “amend”  the  act  containing  that 
section.  Now,  one  law  may  amend  another  law,  by 
adding  to  its  provisions;  and  this  is  the  case  with 
the  act  before  me.  The  law  of  1792,  and  that  of 
1795,  are  separate  acts,  and  the  president  may  se- 
lect which  he  pleases  to  proceed  upon.  They  do  not 
interfere  with  each  other,  the  “ case  of  vacancy ” in 
the  latter,  not  having  any  expression  referring  to 
“absence  from  the  seat  of  government”  as  expressed 
in  the  former.  Both  the  acts  are  regarded  as  exist- 
ing, according  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  sir  William 
Blackstoxe,  page  90,  volume  I,  where  he  says, 
“if  by  a former  law  an  offence  be  indictable  at  the 
quarter  sessions,  and  a latter  law  makes  the  same 
offence  indictable  at  the  assizes;  here  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  sessions  is  not  taken  away;  but  both  have  a con- 
current jurisdiction,  and  the  offender  may  be  prose- 
cuted at  cither,-  unless  the  new  statute  subjoins 
express  negative  words,  as,  that  the  offence  shall  be 
indictable  at  the  assizes,  and  not  elsewhere.”  The  act 
of  1795  lias  no  negative  words,  constraining  the  pre- 
sident to  appoint  under  it,  and  not  under  the  section 
of  that  of  1792;  his  power  to  appoint  under  the  first, 
is  not  taken  away  by  "the  last;  and  he  may,  according 
to  the  legal  rule,  appoint  in  virtue  of  either  of  the 
two  acts  that  he  may  think  most  applicable  to  the 
case. 

In  truth,  the  law  of  1792,  and  that  of  1795,  are 
materially  different  in  their  object.  The  one  speaks 
of  “absence  from  the  seat  of  government,  or  sick- 
ness;” the  other  speaks  of  an  absolute  “vacancy  ” 
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In  the  one  instance  the  appointment  of  a substitute 
for  a secretary  may  endure  “until  such  absence  orj 
inability  by  sickness  shall  cease;”  in  the  other  only*) 
for  “six  months,”  or  “until  a successor  be  appointed,! 
or  such  vacancy  be  filled.”  If  the  reader  will  note,1 
with  the  least  precision,  the  different  phraseology  i 
of  the  two  provisions,  he  will  at  once  confess  that ; 
they  must  have  been  made  for  different  purposes:  j 
for,  how  do  the  words  “a  successor  be  appointed’2-! 
or  “vacancy  be  filled,”  correspond  with  the  words 
“until  such  absence  or  inability  by  sickness  shall 
a cease,”  which  latter  do  not  allow  room  for  a “suc- 
cessor,” nor  suppose  any  “vacancy”  whatever  ? 1 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  section  of  the  act  of! 
1792  was  intended  by  the  legislature,  to  enable  the ! 
executive  to  indulge  a valuable  officer  of  his  de-! 
partment,  in  reasonable  conveniences,  or  to  employ! 
him  at  a distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  at: 
home  or  abroad,  temporarily , “at  the  president’s! 
discretion,”  in  promoting  the  public  welfare;  and 
that  the  act  of  1795  was,  on  the  other  hand,  intended 
to  put  it  in  his  power  to  check  the  idleness  of  such 
heads  of  departments  or  others,  as  might  be  disposed 
to  loiter  away  their  time,  at  a distance  from  their 
official  duties;  inasmuch  as  if  he  should  authorise  a 
substitute  to  officiate  for  such  idlers  under  the  act 
of  1795,  it  would  save  the  executive  from  the  un- 
pleasant alternative  of  peremptorily  dismissing  them. 
It  would  signify,  that  the  president  gave  to  their 
absence  the  character  of  a vacation  to  their  offices, 
to  which  he  might  nominate  them  again  or  not,  as 
lie  might  deem  best  for  the  public  interest,  it  being 
indispensable,  by  the  act  of  1795,  that  “a  successor ” 
be  appointed  to  fill  the  “ vacancy ” mentioned.  Mere 
absence  is  evidently  not  vacancy;  and  therefore 
vacancy  cannot  apply  to  mere  absence.  The  issuing 
a commission  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  did  not,  by  any  pre- 
vailing law,  vacate  his  office  of  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  The  president,  who  is  the  best  judge  of 
. his  own  intentions,  did  not  mean  that  the  one-should 
vacate  the  other.  Hence,  when  he  informed  the  se- 
nate that  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  was 
not  vacated,  he  acted  in  a manner  strictly  con- 
formable to  truth  and  law. 

Having,  as  I think,  fully  proved  that  the  execu- 
tive had  ample  power  to  appoint  a substitute  for 
the  secretary  of  the . treasury  during  Mr.  Gallatin’s 
absence,  Mr.  Giles’s  proposition  concerning  the  in- 
compatibdity  of  the  duties  of  Mr.  Gallatin’s  two 
offices  falls  to  the  ground.  And  here  I will  take 
occasion  to  remark,  that  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
which  asserts  such  incompatibility,  is  founded  upon 
a palpable  error,  as  after  I have  quoted  the  resolu- 
tion itself,  I will  make  apparent : 

“ Resolved , That  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  department 
of  the  treasury,  and  those  of  an  envoy  extraordinary  to 
a foreign  power,  are  so  incompatible,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be,  and  rerpain  united  in  the  same  person.” 
This  resolution,  adopted  on  the  15th  day  of  June 
last,  had  special  allusion  to  Mr.  Gallatin.  Yet  it  was 
well  known  to  all  the  senators  at  the  time,  that  the 
powers  and  duties  of  secretary  and  envoy  were  not, 
practically,  united  in  his  person  : He  still  held  the 
appointment  of  secretary  of  the  treasury;  but  Mr. ' 
Jones  was  the  feting  secretary  whilst  Mr.  Gallatin! 
was  charged  with  the  business  of  envoy.  In  this 
respect,  therefore,  there  was,  virtually,  no  union  of 
incompatible  duties.  So  distinctly  was  this  marked, 
that  Mr.  Gallatin  relinquished  his  salary  as  secretary 
as  soon  as  Mr.  Jones  was  commissioned;  and  Mr. 
Jones  himself  receives  no  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices he  renders  in  that  respect.  The  amount  of  the 
salary  is  saved  to  the  public  during  the  whole  time 
of  Mr.  Gallatin’s  absence.  But  the  chief  error  of  the 
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resolution  consists  in  assuming,  by  inevitable  im- 
plication, that  the  Luo  offices  were  to  “remain, 
united”  in  his  person.  It  was  universally  known  that 
the  entire  mission  to  St.  Petersburg  was  a temporary 
thing.  In  its  very  nature  it  was  temporary  ; ami  i 
will  undertake  to  sav,  without  the  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  there  was  not  a single  senator  who 
voted  on  the  occasion,  that  did  not  believe  that  Mr. 
Gallatin  would  return  to  Washington  in  the  autumn 
or  winter  of  the  present  year,  or,  at  the  utmost, 
early  in  the  year  1814 — Then,  with  what  kind  of 
justice  or  propriety,  could  a resolution  be  adopted, 
to  bear  directly  xipon  Air.  Gallatin , asserting  live  per- 
petuation of  two  offices  in  his  person,  when  the  con- 
trary was  notorious?  I have  often  endeavored  to  ac- 
count for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  by  the 
senate;  and,  with  the  most  unfeigned  respect  for  that 
body,  I can  satisfy  myself  in  no  other  way,  than  by 
supposing  it  to  have  been  voted  by  most  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  without  due  examination.  It 
is  impossible  they  should  have  voted  for  it,  if  they 
had  perceived  the  glaring  error  which  it  embraces* 

In  support  of  his  main  argument,  Mr.  Giles  as- 
sumes that  Mr.  Jones,  as  a substitute  for  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, is  merely  a nominal  officer ; and  thus,  byf  re- 
ducing the  former  to  a sign  manual , insists  upon  the 
necessity  for  the  presence  of  the  latter  at  Washing- 
ton. On  what  does  Mr.  Giles  found  that  assumption  ? 
Why,  lie  alleges  that  the  inference  is  inevitable  from 
a statement  made  to  congress  by  Mr.  Jones  himself. 
And  what  was  this  statement  ? “One  of  his  first  acts 
(says  Mr.  Giles). after  taking  possession  of  the  navy- 
department,  was,  to  call  for  assistance  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  duties;  they  being  deemed  too  burthen- 
some  for  an  individual.”  In  this  part  of  M>\  Giles’s 
address  I do  not  hesitate  to  charge  him  with  what 
the  logicians  call  the  suppressio  veri : He  has  -not 
told  the  -whole  truth.  In  our  courts  of  justice  a wit- 
ness is  sworn  to  tell  “the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.”  This  form  of  oath  is  meant 
and  is  necessary  to  draw  out  all  the  pertinent  cir- 
cumstances in  the  case.  If  Mr.  Giles  had  been  sworn 
according  to  this  form,  he  would  have  told  the  peo- 
ple that  the  assistance  which  Mr.  Jones  called  for, 
was  not  intellectual  assistance  : It  was  not  that  kind 
of  assistance  which  appertains  to  the  capacity  to  in- 
vestigate and  determine  the  points  cf  his  secretarial 
administration  of  the  navy.  It  was  altogether  a dif- 
ferent kind  of  aid  that  he  wanted  and  asked  for.  It 
was  the  assistance  of  clerks  that  lie  solicited  ; of 
clerks , not  to  interfere  with  the  peculiar  duties  of 
secretary,  but  to  record , to  copy,  and  to  file  away 
letters  and  papers,  which  the  prevalence  of  war  ac- 
cumulated in  a greater  proportion  than  formerly/ 

* The  following  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jones  calling 
for  the  aid  alluded  to  : 

Navy  Department,  Ft-b.  6th,  J313. 

Sir — The  papers  marked  A.  and  B.  which  I have 
the  honor  herewith,  to  trail..- mi t,  have  been  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  act  of  21st  April,  1806.  regu- 
lating arid  fixing  the  compensation  ofcltrks,  etc. 

As  the  act  referred  to  requires , that  l should  re- 
port to  congress  whether  the  business  fur  clerks  has 
increased  or  diminished,  have  the  honor  respectfully 
to  observe,  that  the  business  must  necessarily  have 
considerably  increased ; among  other  causes:  tending 
to  produce  an  increase  of  the  business  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  jmd  the  re- 
cently authorised  increase  of  the  navy,  have  obvious- 
ly had  this  tendency  ; and  I would  recommend  an 
additional  appropriation  sufficient  to  enable  me  to 
employ  two  able  clerks , in  addition  to  the  nunib.  > 
already  employed.  I have  the  honor  to  he,  &.c. 

(Signed)  W.  JONES 

lion,  speaker  cf  i!:e  house  of  representatives* 
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This  sort  of  aid  is  always  i>ked  for  as  the  business,, 
or  in  other  words  the  clerking,  mechanical  partot  tl: 
pubiic  duties  increases.  The  post-master-general 
and  other  officers  frequently  solicit  such  aid.  No 
body  imagines  it  is  because  they  are  incompetent  to 
the  duties — to  the  duties  which  are  strictly  their 
own.  The  requisition  for  additional  clerks,  there- 
fore by  Mr.  Jones,  was  no  proof  that  the  peculiar , 
personal  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  were 
deemed  by  him  “too  burthensome  for  an  individual.” 
The  president  superintends  the  whole  of  the  de- 
partments of  government ; yet  if  there  were  twen- 
ty more  departments,  he  might  still  superintend 
them.  The  division  of  business  under  different 
heads,  no  doubt  enables  him  to  go  through  with  go- 
vernment. affairs  in  a prompt  and  a satisfactory  man- 
ner ; and,  in  some  degree,  the  secretaries  may  derive 
aid  in  minor  matters,  in  the  extension  and  formal 
part  of  business,  from  some  of  their  clerks.  But  as 
to  principles,  and  rules  of  procedure,  the  secretaries, 
under  the  direction  of  the  executive,  must  always 
themselves  determine.  Mr.  Giles  does  not  deny  that 
Mr.  Gallatin,  had  prepared,  previously  to  his  depar- 
ture for  St.  Petersburg]!,  all  the  revenue  bills  ; and 
this  was  all  that  was  necessary,  in  any  important 
point  of  view,  from  the  treasury,  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  congress  in  May.  Whatsoever  deficiencies 
there  might  have  been  in  those  bills,  they  were  such 
as  could  be  supplied  by  the  “dependent  clerks  of  the 
treasury,”  as  well  as  by  any  body  else ; for  they 
were  nothing  more  than  the  blanks  that  remained  to 
be  filled  in  relation  to  the  direct  tax,  and  other  par- 
ticulars, which  any  man,  who  understands  Arithme- 
tic and  is  entitled  to  the  reputation  of  a legislator, 
with  a very  little  industry,  might  readily  supply. — 
That  the  defects  of  the  bills  could  be  supplied,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  is  proved  by  the  fact, 
that  they  w ere  supplied  ; as  the  bills  were  enacted 
into  laws,  with  as  much  expedition  as  any  laws, 
equally  interesting-  to  the  community,  ever  were. 
With  respect  to  the  chancery  powers  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  they  are  not  so  much  liable  to 
caprice  as  Mr.  Giles  imagines  : There  are  certain 

established  rules , which  from  the  institution  of  the 
department,  have  grown  up,  and  furnish  precedents 
for  almost  every  possible  case.  These  render  the 
administration  of  the  office  easy  in  that  particular, 
and  within  the  scope  of  such  faculties  as  common 
clerks  usually  possess.  There  is  another  tiling  to  be 
considered : In  the  treasury  department  there  are 
several  responsible  officers  of  high  trust.  These  are 
the  auditor,  the  register,  the  treasurer,  and  the 
comptroller,  who  is  next  in  dignity  to  the  secretary 
himself,  and  is  always  a man  of  abilities  : Witness, 
Gabriel  Duvall,  Esq.  the  late  comptroller,  now  an 
associate  judge  of  the  supreme  court-of  the  United 
States;  and  Richard  Rush,  Esq.  who,  prior  to  his 
appointment  to  that  office,  was  attorney-general  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  All  these  aids,  it  may  be 
well  imagined,  enabled  Mr.  Jones  to  proceed  very  ac- 
curately with  the  routine  of  treasury  business,  in 
addition,  to  the  business  of  his  own  proper  office. 
Before  new  or  extraordinary  duties  are  required,  Mr. 
Gallatin  will  have  returned.  It  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten, likewise,  that  the  executive  is  consulted  in 
person,  even  when  Mr.  Gallatin  is  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, in  all  doubtful  and  delicate  cases.  From 
these  considerations,  it  is  perceptible  that  the  sar- 
casm which  Mr.  Giles  levels  at  the  absent  secretary 
loses  its  edge  ; for  how  can  it  be  said  that  he  wilful- 
ly fled  from  his  post  when  he  had  the  fairest  chance 
of  exhibiting  his  financial  talents  and  when  he  was 
most  wanted,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  he  left  behind 
him  bills  so  matured  that  congress  would  pass  them 
igio  laws  with  little  qx*  no  variation  ? This  brings 


• me  to  speak  of  Mr.  Gallatin  as  a foreigner  and  of 
his  abilities. 

I am  not  conscious  of  being  fond  of  foreign  born 
men.  I am  sure  that  I love  my  country.  What  I 
mean  by  my  country  is  not  the  mere  soil  on  which  I 
tread,  further  than  its  scenes  and  its  varieties  fur- 
nish generous  affections  to  the  heart,  and  rational 
thoughts  to  the  understanding.  My  country  consists 
of  my  parents,  living  or  dead,  and  of  the  memory  I 
have  of  them;  of  mv  relatives  and  their  connexions; 
of  the  youth  with  whom  1 have  been  bred,  and  have 
grown  up  to  manhood;  of  the  moral  and  political 
images  with  which  I have  been  impressed,  and  which 
have  become  so  familiar  as  to  be  essential,  to  my 
happiness;  of  the  prosperity  which  exists  among  my 
fellow  citizens;  of  the  noble  spirit  which  they  mani- 
fest on  great  occasions;  and  of  the  splendid  train  of 
thoughts  that  this  spirit  may  inspire.  Go  where  I 
will,  my  country,  in  the  likeness  of  what  I men- 
tion, will  follow  me.  And  so,  I presume,  will  any 
man’s  country  follow  him.  Every  one  at  bottom,  1 
am  convinced,  likes  his  own  country  best  But  there 
may  be  motives  for  a man’s  leaving  his  native  land. 
His  parents,  his  relatives,  his  acquaintances,  the  ori- 
ginal images  of  his  mind,  may  wound  and  disgust 
him;  he  may  not  occupy  the  rank  lie  thinks  lie  merits; 
he  may  be  unfortunate  in  business;  he  may  be  perse- 
cuted for  his  religion  or  liis  politics,  and  may  fly  for 
refuge  or  promotion  to  a strange  community.  There 
is,  nevertheless,  not  one,  I believe,  that,  let  him 
enjoy  the  station  he  craves  at  home,  would  seek  to 
naturalize  himself  abroad.  But  if,  for  whatever 
cause,  an  emigrant  should  arrive  among  us,  and  by 
our  laws  be  converted  into  a citizen,  I would  not, 
for  that  reason,  look  upon  him  with  rain  jealousy 
and  discontent.  I would  not  make  my  country,  every 
man’s  country,  without  probation : But  when,  ac- 
cording to  law,  the  stranger  had  regularly  approved 
himself  worthy,  and  been  admitted  into  our  society, 
I would  not  churlishly  refuse  to  him  the  rights,  in 
their  utmost  latitude,  which  his  new  character  con- 
fers. It  is  not  denied  that  Mr.  Gallatin  is  a natura- 
lized citizen;  it  is  not  denied  that  he  may  be  legally 
promoted  to  the  first  offices  under  the  president;  it 
must  be  confessed  that  lie  has  rendered  considerable 
services  to  the  republican  party — to  that  party  which 
is  now  in  the  ascendant;  and  Mr.  Giles  himself  does 
not  deny  him  to  be  a man  of  talents.  Then  why  not 
make  him  envoy  ? Why  not  take  him,  for  a season, 
from  the  treasury,  and  employ  him  usefully  for  the 
public  in  another  situation  ? Would  it  have  been 
just,  after  all  his  services,  to  have  sent  him  to  St. 
Petersburg  at  the  price  of  his  office  of  secretary  ? 
Let  the  majority  answer. 

Mr.  Giles,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  “there  are 
many,  very  many  gentlemen  in  the  United  States, pos- 
sessing talents  equally  competent  to  all  the  purposes 
of  his  mission.”  But  what  is  meant  by  this  word 
“ talents ” concerning  which  we  every  (lay  hear  so 
much?  Are  we  not  often  imposed  upon  by  it?  By  a 
man  of  “talents,”  I understand  one  who  has  a good 
•natural  capacity,  disciplined  by  study,  and  applica- 
tion in  any  line  or  lines  of  business,  to  great  and  su- 
perior dexterity  in  that  line  or  those  lines.  In  respect 
to  ihese,  he  will,  in  that;  case,  be  a man  of  “talents.” 
There  are,  I doubt  not,  in  the  United  States,  many 
men  of  equal,  and,  perhaps,  superior,  capacity  for 
diplomatic  talents,  to  Mr.  Gallatin.  But  where  is 
the  man  that  is  out  of  office,  and  would  be  willing 
to  act,  who  has  had  Mr.  Gallatin’s  discipline  in 
relation  10  the  object  of  this  mission  ? lie  has  grown 
up  with  the  republican  party;  he  is  acquainted  with 
all  its  principles  and  reasonings ; lie  has  been  the 
coadjutor  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  And  all  the 
republican  'worthies;  he  is  intimately  informed  ot 
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all  the  sentiments  of  the  present  executive  concern-  l uited  States  ; and  also  imposing  a penally  on  all 
ing  commerce,'  impressment,  and  territorial  limits;  those  who  should  encourage  or  promote  desertion 

- - " ■ ' 1 ’ '*  1 A among  the  troops  in  said  service. 

In  the. face  qf  those  constitutional  provisions,  and 
laws  enacted  by  congress  in  pursuance  thereof,  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  behold  with  astonishment 
and  high  disapprobation  the  executive  of  a sister 
state  issuing  his  proclamation  ordering  a detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  that  state,  then  in  the  scr- 
ee. 


and,  above  all,  he  lias  presided  for  twelve  years  over 
the  treasury  department,  from  which  he  could  not 
avoid  gaining  a de~p  insight  of  our  trade  with  all 
quarters  of  the  world,  and  be  thereby  better  quali- 
fied to  regulate  that  which  will  be  carried  on  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  llritain  on  the 
return  of  peace.  On  the  whole,  1 do  not  see  how  the 


president  could  have  made  a more  proper  selection,  rice  of  the  l nitea  States,  to  desert  that  serv 
I shall  close  these  observations,  without  dwelling  and  return  to  their  respective  homes.  With  no  le.-s 
upon  the  frightful  picture  which  Mr.  (ides  has  astonishment  and  disapprobation  do  they  behold  a 
drawn,  of  what  might  possibly  happen,  if  such  a man  resolution  laid  on  the  table  of  the  legislature  of  ann- 
as Aaron  liurr  were  president.  I t is  sufficient  to  say,  ther 


that  for  extreme  evils  there  are  extreme  remedies-. 
Nor  will  I discuss  the  case  of  general  Dearborn  and 
his  son,  hut  that  is  to  be  judged  of  on  its  own  merits. 
Hut,  in  relation  to  the  latter,  I will  remark,  that  the 
president  could  make  no  binding  bargain  to  appoint 
the  son  successor  to  his  father.  If  the  senate  would 
not  consent  to  the  father’s  being  a major-general, 
without  the  “ arrangement ” to  which  Mr.  Giles 
alludes,  then  the  accusation  lies,  not  against  the 
president,  but  against  the  senate,  for  so  disgraceful 
a commerce.  It  is  for  Mr.  Giles  to  settle  the  affair 
with  his  honorable  colleagues. 


state,  evidently  intended  to  intimidate,  or  to 
prevent  the  congress  of  the  United  States  from  di- 
recting the  president  to  institute  a legal  inquiry 
whether  or  not  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U. 
States  have  been  violated  by  the  aforesaid  proclama- 
tion, accompanied  by  a threat  that  if  such  inquiry  is 
instituted  they  will  aid  in  resisting  it- — a procedure 
calculated  to  add  to  the  calamities  of.  the  war  in 
which  the  United  States  have  been  compelled  in  de- 
fence of  their  liberty  and  independence,  the  horrors 
of  a civil  war,  which  may  result  in  the  severation 
of  the  union,  and  prostrate  the  only  free  government 
on  earth.  Deprecating  such  an  event,  and  feeling  it 
jas  a duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves,  our  govern- 
ment and  our  country,  to  express  our  high  disappro- 
bation and  abhorrence  of  all  measures  calculated  to 

and  our  de- 


Legisiature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolutions. — The  people  of  the"  United  States, j produce  such  disastrous  consequence!, 
in  order  to  form  a more  perfect  union,  establish  jus-  termination  to  support  the  general  government  in 


tice,  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  to  promote  the  general  welfare  and 
secure  the  blessing  of  liberty  to  themselves  and  to 


all  constitutional  and  lawful  measures,  in  bringing 
to  justice  all  those  who  violate  the  constitution  and 
tli e laws  of  the  United  States,  and  who,  either  ui- 


seouL-e  uie  uicssmg  ui  uuni)  tw  I : . ' , 7 , 

their  posterity,  did  ordain  and  solemnly  adopt  a rectly  or  indirectly,  adhere  to  or  afford  aid  or  com - 
constitution  for  the  United  States.  “This  govern-  fort  to  our'eommon  enemy— We  do,  therefore  re- 
men t,  the  offspring  of  our  choice,  (says  Washing- 
ton) uninfluenced  and  unawed,  adopted  upon  full  in 
vestigatioi?  and  mature  deliberation,  completely  free 
in  its  principles,  in  the  distribution  of  '*  - T 


free 
its  powers, 

uniting  .security  with  energy,  has  a just  claim  to 
our  confidence  and  support.  Respect  for  its  autho- 
rity, compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its 
measures,  are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental 
maxims  of  true  liberty.  All  obstructions  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws,  all  combinations  and  associa 


sc ive : 

First — That  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth 
views  with  the  utmost  concern  and  disapprobation, 
every  attempt  to  screen  from  just  punishment  any 
individual  or  individuals,  however  elevated  by  sta- 
tion, who  may  violate  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  who  may,  directly  or  indirectly, 
adhere  to  or  afford  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  of 
our  beloved  country. 

Second — That  we  will  to  the  utmost,  of  our  power, 


tions,  under  whatever  plausible  character  with  .the  as  a legislature  or  as  individual  members  of  society 
real  design  to  direct,  control,  counteract,  or  awe  support  the  general  government  in  all  lawful  and 
the  regular  deliberation  and  action  of  the  constituted  constitutional  measures  to  bring,  to  justice  infractors 
authorities,  are  destructive  of  this  fundamental  prin- ! of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States, 


and  all  abettors-apd  aiders  of  the  enemies  thereof. 

Third — That  the  governor  be  directed  to  transmit 
a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  a request 


ciple,  and  of  fatal  tendency. 

of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  coun- 
try from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which 
now  link  together  the  various  parts,  merits  the  frown 

of  indignity.”  This  constitution,  the  palladium  of  j that  he  will  lay  the  same  before  congress, 
our  political  prosperity  and  safety,  declares  that  con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  suppress 
insurrections  and  repel  invasions  ; to  provide  for  or- 
ganizing, arming  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
for  governing  such  part  of  them,  as  may  be  employ- 
ed in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  consti- 
tution also  declares  that  “This  constitution,  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  shall  he  the  supreme  law;  of  the 
land.”  It  also  further  declares,  that  it  is  treason 
against  the  United  States  to  levy  war  against  them, 
to  adhere  to  their  enemies  or  to  give  them  aid  or 
comfort.  In  pursuance  oT«the  powers  thus  vested 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  they  did  pass 
laws  providing  for  the  calling  the  militia  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  and  for  their  govern- 
ment while  in  that  service,  enacting,  that  while  em- 
ployed in  such  service  they  should  he  subject  to  the 
same  rules  and  articles  of  war  as  the  troops  of  the 


0f  tije 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Vigilance.  The  following  directions  from  the 
department  of  state,  to  the  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms, immediately  strikes  at  a very  cohsiderabie 
“trade”  that  we  believe  has  latterly  been  carried  on 
and  which,  from  he  reduction  of  duties  on  prize 
goods,  would  doubtless  have  grown  into  great  im- 
portance. This  will  add  fresh  fuel  to  the  clamors 
o^  smugglers,  as  it  closes,  we  hope,  the  chief  door 
that  the  embargo  bill  lef  open. 

Department  of  Slide,  J unitary  21,  1814. 

Sin — The  president  directs,  that  in  future  you 
issue  no  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels,  un- 
less they  have  a complement  of  at  least  twenty  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  an  armament  in  proportion  io  the 
number  of  persons  : Nor  even  then,  without  the 


* 
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construction,  equipment  and  preparation  of  the  ves- 
sel shall  manifestly  indicate  the  properties  and  de- 
sign of  a cruizer.  He  directs,  moreover,  that  you 
immediately  revoke  all  commissions  heretofore  is- 
sued by  you  to  those  of  less  effective  force.  In  case 
of  application  hereafter  for  commissions  for  vessels 
of  this  inferior  class,  you  are  to  report  the  same  to 
this  department,  with  a statement  of  all  the  circum- 
stances within  j-our  knowledge,  that  may  lead  to  a 
probable  estimate  of  the  real  objects  of  such  small 
cruizers. 

I remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

.TAMES  MONROE. 

A To  the  collector  of  the  customs,  Savannah. 

Balti3iojie|veSsels. — In  page  330,  we  stated  that 
a very  large  portion  of  the  honest  trade  of  the  United 
States  was  carried  on  in  the  “wonderfully  constructed 
Baltimore  schooners,”  and  repeated  the  suggestion, 
rmade  many  months  ago,  as  to  the  employment  of  a 
dumber  of  them,  or  others  of  the  like  excellent  model, 
do  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy.  In  proof  of 
xvhat  we  said,  we  have  made  out  a list  of  Baltimore 
vessels,  an  account  of  whose  safe  arrival  to  or  from 
dfcreign  ports,  reached  this  city  in  the  space  of  a 
month,  ending  on  the  16th  instant.  The  number  of 
the  voyages  amount  to  thirty-four— we  could  give  all 
the  names,  and  say  where  and  when  they  arrived ; 
but  prefer  to  state  the  fact  generally.  Among  them, 
we  notice  the  names  of  Pike , Perry,  Harrison, 
Governor  Shelby  and  Decatur.  Some  of  those  vessels 
are  of  gpe^t  size,  measuring  from  300  to  350  and 
400  tons.  In  the  space  of  time  above  stated,  ac- 
counts of  the  capture  of  only  two  of  our  vessels  were 
received.  The  force  of  these  facts  capnot  be  duly 
estimated  except  by  recollecting  how  easily,  the 
Chesapeake  may  be  blockaded,  and  how  closely  it 
fias  been  invested. 

National  bank. — Outlines  of  the  bill  reported  to 
'Congress,  by  the  committee  of  -ways  and  means. — The 
bank  is  to  be  located  within  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia ; the  capital  not  to  exceed  thirty  millions,  divi- 
ded into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  charter  to  conti- 
nue for  twenty  years  ; the  style  of  the  corporation  to 
be  the  “President  and  Directors  of  the  National 
Hank” 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a 
subscription  to  be  made  to  the  stock  as  a part  of 
the  capital  stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
millions,  and  the  bank  to  loan  the  amount  of  sub- 
scription at  six  per  cent,  as  long  as  the  United  States 
shall  hold  the  stock  ; four  millions  to  be  reserved  for 
Die  respective  states^the  governors  of  each  of  which 
to  cause  a subscription  to  be  made  to  the  said  stock 
as'part  of  ithe  capital  Stock.  The  bank  is  to  have 
twenty-five  directors,  five  of  whom  to  be  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  Directors  in 
the  mean  time  to  be  David  Clarkson,  Jb.  Barker, 
John  Wells,  Charles  Wright,  George  Davis,  Isaac 
Lawrence,  Wm.  Gray,  Thos.  Hazard,  jun.  G.  Bryan, 
C.  Price,  J.  Serjeant,  M.  Eyre,  J.  Fisher,  J.  Peace, 
J.  A.  Buchanan,  I.  M'Kim,  Root.  Oliver,  J.  Cox, 
J.  M‘Kinny,  J.  P.  Van  Ness,  R.  Cutts,  R.  Brent, 
J.  Taylor,  Walter  Jones,  and  T.  T.  Gantt,  who  shall 
appoint  the  times  and  places  for  receiving  subscrip- 
tions to  the  stock.  None  other  than  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  actually  resident  therein,  can  vote  by 
proxy.  The  bank  may  loan  to  the  government  fifteen 
millions,  exclusive  of  the  money  loaned  to  make  the 
subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
corporation  may  demand  7 per  cent  interest. 

It  is  thought  the  bill  not  pass  in  its  present  shape. 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Russell  were  to  have  sailed 
from  New -York;  in  the  corvette  John  Adams,  for 
Gottenburg,  on  Thursday  last. 


Armistice — It  is  now  distinctly  understood  (says 
the  Democratic  Press J that  gen.  Winder  came  \o  the 
United  States  with  proposals  from  general  Prevast 
as  to  an  armistice  with  respect  to  the  Canadas.  We 
beiieve  the  proposition  was  promptly  declined. 

Glorious  news  ! ! — The  Gazette  (says  a London 
paper)  contains  despatches  from  sir  George  Prevost, 
confirming  what  we  stated  yesterday,  respecting  the 
repulse  of  the  American  force  under  gen.  Hampton, 
consisting  of  seven  thousand  men,  with  ten  field 
pieces,  by  three  hundred  Canadian  fencibles  and  mi- 
litia ! an  achievement  which  confers  immortal  honor 
on  the  Canadians  ! ! This  timely  check,  by  less  than  a 
twentieth  part  of  his  force , appears  to  have  entirely 
disconcerted  the  operations  of  general  Hampton, 
who,  we  learn  by  a dispatch  from  sir  George,  dated 
the  4th  ult.  had  entirely  quitted  the  lower  province, 
and  was  retiring  to  Four  Corners. 

Niagara  etontikr. — To  the  editor  of  the  Buffalo 
Gazette.  Williamsville,  January  29th,  1813.  Sir, 
From  the  different  statements  which  have  appeared 
in  the  public  prints,  it  appears  to  he  the  prevailing 
opinion  that  the  scarcity  of  arms  and  ammunition  at 
Buffalo,  was  a prime  cause  of  the  disaster  which  has 
befallen  this  part  of  the  frontier.  As  those  state- 
ments are  calculated  to  poison  and  mislead  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  to  keep  from  the  public  the  real  causes 
of  our  present  situation,  by  attaching  the  wfiola 
blame  to  government,  or  some  officer  whose  duty  it 
was  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for  Die  defence 
of’  the  frontier ; when  in  fact  the  blame  must  and 
will  rest  alone  on  the  disorganized  and  cowardly 
conduct  in  a great  proportion  of  the  troops  who 
were  on  the  frontier  at  that  time,  who  deserted  their 
ranks  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy. 

I must  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts. — On 
the  morning  of  the  30th  December,  after  having 
furnished  to  all  who  applied,  both  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, upwards  of  seven  thousand  rounds  of  mus- 
ket cartridges  remained  in  my  possession,  a great 
proportion  of  which  was  ordered  to  the  Rock  for 
distribution  when  required  ; but.  none  being  applied 
for,  it  was  ordered  back  after  the  principal  part  of 
the  troops  had  retreated,  or  rather  deserted,  from 
that  place.  Upwards  of  fifty  stand  of  arms  were  on 
hand,  and  from  20  to  30  were  daily  repaired ; in  fact 
no  one  appeared  who  was  not  furnished.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  stand  (which  had  but  a day  or  two 
before  been  furnished  to  the  militia)  were  burnt  in 
the  different  houses  they  had  occupied  as  quarters, 
having  deserted  both  the  village  and  their  arms,  on 
the  first  assurance  of  the  enemy  having  crossed. — 
At  the  house  of  Mr.  Haddock,  in  which  only  one 
small  company  quartered,  upwards  of  twenty  of 
this  brave  company  left  their  arms  for  the  use  of 
their  frieijds,  or  any  other  persons  who  might  wish 
to  use  them,  they  having  deserted.  Such,  sir,  are 
the  men  whose  complaints  are  daily  appearing  in  our 
newspapers,  of  government  not  affording  them  the 
common  means  of  defence  ; when,  if  one  half  of  the 
troops  that  were  on  duty  the  day  previous  to  the 
action,  had  made  use  of  half  the  means  government, 
had  provided  for  them,  the  villages  of  Buffalo  and 
Black  Rock  would  still  have  been  flourishing,  and 
afforded  sufficient  shelter,  not  only  for  the  troops 
who  would  have  captured  the  invading  foe,  but  for 
many  distressed  families,  who  are  at  this  time  living 
on  the  charity  of  their  friends. 

I would  not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  censure 
the  citizens  of  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock,  in  the  re- 
treat on  that  morning,  for  many  of  them  to  my  per- 
sonal knowledge,  fought  while  any  probability  re- 
mained of  saving  either  of  these  villages. 

I am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  G.  CAMP,  Ast.  Dep.  Q.  M.  Gen, 
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Additional  rules  for  the  recruiting  service. 

1st.  A field  officer  or  captain  of  each  regi' 
will  be  charged  with  the  recruiting  thereof. 

2<1.  The  adjutant-general  attached  to  the  war  de- 
partment, will  select  these  officers,  and  assign  to 
each  the  state  or  states  in  which  he  shall  recruit 

3d.  The  officers  superintending  the  recruiting  ren- 
dezvous of  regiments  will  alone  receive  money  from 
the  paymaster  of  the  army,  and  will  be  held  respon- 
sible for  its  application. 

4th.  Each  regimental  superintendant  will  select 
his  quarters,  station  his  subordinate  officers  at  differ- 
ent points  near  him,  visit  them  often,  supply  them 
with  money,  and  by  other  means  quicken  and  invi- 
gorate the  service.  * His  own  quarters  will  be  perma- 
nently firmed,  but  the  subordinate  stations  will  be 
moved  at  his  discretion,  and  always  when  the  re- 
cruiting service  begins  to  flag.  His  quarters  will 
also  be  the  regimental  recruiting  rendezvous,  where 
recruits  will  be  inspected,  clothed,  armed,  anti 
equipped  and  put  upon  drill. 

5th.  So  soon  as  the  regimental  recruiting  rendez- 
vous is  fixed,  the  superintending  officer  will  give  no- 
tice to  the  adjutant  and  inspector-general’s  office,  to 
the  paymaster  of  the  army,  to  the  contractor  of  the 
district,  and  to  the  nearest  commissary  of  purchases, 
to  the  end  that  supplies  of  money,  clothing,  &c.  be 
promptly  and  regularly  furnished. 

6th.  Reports  will  be  made  monthly  to  the  adjutant 
and  inspector-general’s  office,  of  the  progress  in  re- 
cruiting, by  the  superintending  officers,  and  to  the 
superintending  officer  weekly,  by  his  subordinate 
officers.  Monthly  accounts  and  vouchers  for  boun- 
ties and  premiums  to  recruits  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  paymaster  of  the  army  ; monthly  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  contingencies,  to  the  accountant  of  the 
war  department : and  quarterly  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers for  clothing,  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp 
equippage,  to  the  superintendant  general  of  milita- 
ry supplies  at  the  city  of  Washington. 

6th.  No  recruits  under  18  nor  above  40  years  of 
age,  nor  any  who  are  not  able  bodied  and  free  from 
disease  shall  be  enlisted.  If  any  such  be  enlisted, 
the  recruiting  officer  shall  be  charged  with  the 
amount  of  the  bounty  paid  the  recruit,  which  shall 
be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said  recruiting 
officer. 

8lh.  When  the  recruits  shall  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred rank  and  file,  they  shall  be  organized  as  a com- 
pany, and  put  in  march  for  the  regiments,  respec- 
tively. When  a party  of  recruits  shall  be  thus  sent 
to  their  regiment  the  commanding  officer  shall  trans- 
mit with  them  an  account  of  pay,  subsistence,  and 
clothing,  &c.  agreeabie  to  the  forms  prescribed  and 
marked  D and  E. 

9th.  The  recruits  shall  not  be  mustered  until  they 
join  their  regiments. 

10th.  Re-enlistments  of  men  whose  term  of  service 
is  unexpired,  can  only  take  effect  within  the  corps  to 
which  they  belong. 

1 1 th.  The  old  regulations  shall  govern  in  all  cases 
not  provided  for  bv  the  new. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  office, 
Washington , 10/A  February,  1814. 

By  order, 

J.  R.  WALBACII,  Adjutant-General. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  office, 

Washington,  23il  February,  1814. 

"General  orders. — The  president  of  the  United 
States  has  been  pleased,  by  • id  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  to  make  the  following  ap- 
pointments in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  viz. 

Anthony  Butler,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  28th 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  riflemen. 


George  Croghan,  major  in  the  17th  regiment 
infantry,  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  lieute- 
nant-colonel in  the  2d  regiment  riflemen. 

David  Gwynne,  captain  in  the  19th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  in  the  2d  regiment  of  riflemen. 

William  H.  Puthuff,  captain  in  the  26th  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  major  in  the  2d  regt.  riflemen. 

William  King,  major  in  the  16th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  colonel  in  the  3d  regiment  of  riflemen. 

William  S.  Hamilton,  major  in  the  10th  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  riflemen. 

Walter  H.  Overton,  captain  in  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  in  the  3d  regiment  of  riflemen. 

Joseph  Selden,  captain  in  the  2<1  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  to  be  major  in  the  3d  regiment  of 
riflemen. 

James  Gibson,  captain  in  the  regiment  of  light 
artillery,  and  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  riflemen. 

Josiah  Snelling,  inspector  general,  major  by  bre- 
vet, and  captain  in  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  to 
be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  4th  rifle  regiment. 

Talbot  Chembers,  captain  in  the  5th  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  major  in  the  4th  rifle  regiment. 

Daniel  Turney,  of  Ohio,  to  be  regimental  surgeon 
in  the  2d  rifle  regiment. 

By  order,  J.  B,  WALBACH. 

Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Head-  Quarter’ s,  Quebec,  8th  Jan.  1814. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Ilis  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has 
received  a report  from  lieut.  gen.  Drummond  com- 
municating the  report  of  captain  Stewart  of  the  Roy- 
al Scots,  of  a spirited  and  judicious  attack  made  by 
Lieut.  Metcalf,  in  command  of  a party  of  mi  litia,  con- 
sisting of  25  men,  at  M‘Crae’s  house,  on  the  river 
Thames,  by  which  a party  of  the  enemy  consisting 
of  3 officers  and  35  soldiers,  of  the  26th  U.  States- 
regiment,  were  surprised  and  taken  prisoners.  Four 
of  the  enemy  were  wounded,  but  no  one  of  Lieut. 
Metcalf’s  party  received  any  injury.  The  prisoners 
have  been  brought  in. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen.  N.  A. 

A D.TUTANT- G F.N EHAl’s  OFFICE, 

Head- Quarters,  Quebec , 8th  Jan.  1814. 

General  Orders, 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has 
the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the  troops,  that: 
he  has  received  a dispatch  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Drum- 
mond, reporting  the  complete  success  of  an  attack, 
that  was  made  at  day  break,  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  Dec.  on  the  enemy’s  position  at  Black  Rock, 
where  lie  was  advantageously  posted  with  upwards 
of  2000  men,  and  after  a short  but  severe  contest, 
the  enemy  was  repulsed  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
and  pursued  in  his  retreat  to  Buffalo,  where  he  at- 
tempted to  make  a stand,  but  on  receiving  a few 
rounds  from  the  British  pieces  he  abandoned  that 
post  also,  and  fled  with  precipitation  to  the  11  mile 
creek  on  Lake  Erie,  leaving  7 field  pieces,  and  four 
schooners  and  sloops  with  a considerable  quantity 
of  ordnance  and  other  valuable  stores,  which  have 
fallen  into  our  hands,  The  enemy  suffered  severe  • 
ly,but  from  the  rapidity  of  his  flight,  70  prisoners 
only  are  taken,  among  whom  is  Doctor  or  lieut.  col. 
Chapin. 

The  corps  under  Maj. Gen.  Riall  consisted  of  de- 
tachments from  the  Royal  Scots  8th  (or  King’s) 
41st,  and  the  flank  companies,  of  the  89th  and  lOOlli 
regiments,  the  whole  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
men.  . 

The  Lieut.  General  bestows  the  highest  praise  tip 
on  the  undaunted  courage,  and  patient  submission 
of  the  troops,  in  contempt  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
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Notwithstanding  the  present  favorable  aspect  of 
our  -affairs,  and  the  security  in  which  the  province 
is  now -placed,  from  the  discomfiture  of  the  enenn’s 
late  attempt  to  invade  it,  we  must  still  be  prepared 
to  meet  with  firmness,  and  to  repel  with  vigor,  w hat- 
ever  measures  his  presumption may  again  dictate  h r 
the  accomplishment  of  his  avowed  object.  Itiust 
therefore,  to  your  wisdom  and  vigilance  to  suggest, 


weather,  and  the  hardships  to  which  they  were  ex-  as  it  promises  to  become  a highly  productive  source 
posed.  I °f  revenue,  1 confidently  relv  upon  your  liberality 

No  British  officer  lias  fallen  on  this  occasion;  lieu t.  for  such  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  pro- 
col.  Ogilvie,  8th  (or  king’s)  and  capt.  Fawcett,  100th  | vince  as  the  nature  of  die  contest  in  which  wc  are 
grenadiers,  were  wounded,  and  it  is  supposed  our  j engaged  and  the  circumstances  of  times  may  re- 
loss does  not  exceed  25  killed,  and  50  wounded.  qui 
Rlack  Rock  and  Buffalo  were  burnt  previous  to 
their  evacuation  by  our  troops,  together  with  all  die 
public  buildings  and  the  four  vessels.  A considera- 
ble quantity  of  stores  having  been  sent  away  before 
' the  conflagration. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen.  N.  A. 

• A 1)  JUTAXT-G KX  EHAIi’s  OFFICE, 

Head-quarters , Quebec , 9lh  Jan.  1814. 

CrEXF.it al  orders. — His  excellency  the  governor  in  j whatever  max  be  necessary  forthis  purpose,  ami  to 
chief  and  commander  of  the  forces,  lias  received  j your  loyalty  and  patriotism  to  submit  to  whatever 
from  col.  sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  a report  from  captain  i further  sacrifices  the  war  may  require,  .assuring  you 
Barker,  of  the  frontier  light  infantry,  stating  the  that  bis  majesty’s  government,  not  unmindful  of  the 
complete  success  of  an  expedition  committed  to  the  • exertions  the  province  has  hitherto  made  in  its  de- 
charge  of  that  officer,  against  the  enemy’s  post  and  j fence,  is  using  every  possible  effort,  consistent  with 
depots  at  Darby,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  which  was  j the  important  demands,  upon  it  for  other  services, 
taken  possession  of  at  day-break  on  tiie  17th  Dec. — jt.o  Strengthen  and  increase  the  military  e:,t..Ll. di- 
An  extensive  barracks  for  1200  men,  lately  erected, I ment  under  my  command. 

was  destroyed,  together  with  the  stables  and  store  J “Deeply  sensible,  that  the  situation  in  which  Tam 
houses  ; and  a considerable  quantity  of  valuable  mi- (placed,  is  as  arduous  and  difficult  as  it  is  imperial:  ■ 
litary  stores',  have  been  brought  away.  ! — I am,  notwithstanding,  cheered  and  animated  in 

Capt.  Barker  mentions  capts.  Curtis  and  Taplin  ; the  discharge  of  its  duties,  by  the  conviction  that  l 
lieuts.  Messa  and  Bod  well,'  and  ensign  Boyntan,  of  j shall  always  meet  with  your  support,  in  maintaining 
the  township  battalions  of  militia,  as  having  been  the  honor,  and  promoting  tile  service  of  my  so\e- 
most  active  with  the  volunteers  of  the  militia,  in  the]  reign.  To  forward  the  prosperity,  and  to  preserve 


execution  of  this  judicious  and  spirited  enterprise. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  Adj.  Gen  N.  A. 

C A N A DI  AN  LEG  IS  LAT  U RE. 

January  13,  1814. — This  day  a session  of  the  legis- 
lature commenced,  when  his  excellency  governor 
Prevost,  addressed  them  in  a speech,  from  which 
the  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  : 

“In  turning  our  eyes  to  our  shores,  we  have  abun- 
dant cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Giver  of  all 
good,  for  the  termination  of  the  late  campaign  in  a 
manner  so  glorious  to  the  British  arms,  and  so  dis- 
astrous to  those  of  the  enemy. 

“The  defeat  sustained  by  him  on  the  Ciiateuugaye, 
where  a handful  of  brave  Canadians,  repelled  a pow- 
erful division  of  his  army,  and  the  brilliant  victory 
obtained  by  a small  corps  of  observation  on  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  over  the  formidable  armament 
commanded  by  major-general  Wilkinson,  have  at  the 
same  time  nobly  upheld  the  honor  of  his  majesty’s 
arms,  and  effectually  disconcerted  all  the  plans  of 
the  enemy  for  the  invasion  of  this  Province. 

It  is  also  matter  of  further  and  sincere  gratulation, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  various  events  of  the  last 
summer,  by  which  a footing  was  gained  by  the  ene 
my  in  the  upper  province,  they  have  since  been  com 


the  integrity  of  this  province,  are  objects  of  which 
l shall  never  lose  sight,  and  confidently  relying  mi 
vour  cordial  assistance  for  their  attainment,  it  v.  ill 
be  my  great  ambition  to  be  able  faithfully  to  repre- 
sent to  bis  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  the  lo\  - 
ally,  zeal,  unanimity  of  his  majesty’s  Canadian  sub- 
jects, and  to  carry  with  me,  whenever  Ishali  return 
into  the  royal  presence,  the  good  opinion  and  the 
affection  of  the  people  of  this  province.” 
MILITARY. 

A company  of  Rangers,  1 10  hardy  fellows,  passed, 
through  Urbana,  O.  Feb.  7,  on  their  way  to  JJetroil. 
Col.  Crogluin has  also  gone  on  to  that  post. 

Jackson's  victory.- — The  following  very  interesting 
intelligence  was  received  at  this  office,  (says  the 
Georgia  Journal  J by  express  from  fort  Dawkins,  on 
Saturday  night  last.  In  a letter  to  gov.  Early  on 
this  occasion,  general  Pinknev  thus  notices  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  general  Jackson  and  his  brave  asso- 
ciates : 

“This  new  instance  of  the  intelligent  bravpry  and 
good  conduct  of  this  officer,  and  of  the  courage  and 
patriotism  of  the  volunteers  under  his  command,  is 
highly  gratifying’,  and  does  them  infinite  honor.  It 


j i,s  very  probable  this  diversion  prevented  the  Uakfus- 
pelled  to  abandon  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  that  the  jkees  from  uniting  with  those  collated  at  flosith-le- 
theatre  of  war  has  been  transferred  into  their  own  wau-le  in  their  attack  on  general  Floyd;  and  we 
territory,  where  Niagara  their  strongest  . fortress  and  j were  much  favored  by  its  having  so  occurred,  that 
the  important  posts  of  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo  have  j what  was  intended  as  a general  diversion  was  timed 
lately  been  wrested  from  them  by  British  valor  and  j with  as  much  accuracy  as  if  the  most  recent  pre- 
en terprize,  I concerted  dispositions  had  been  made.” 

In  reviewing  these  events  I cannot  but  contemplate  j A late  Batavia  paper  says  that  about  2500  men  of 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,  the  zealous  discharge  of  general  Hall's  division  had  rendezvoused  at  that 
duty  which  I have  witnessed  as  w’ell  in  the  militia! place  and  marched  to  the  frontier.  The  whole  force 
as  in  all  classes  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  this  pro  jon  the  Niagara  lines,  well  provided  with  arms,  &c. 


their  loyalty  to  their  sovereign  and  of  their  deter- 
mination to  defend  to  the  last  extremity,  this  valua- 
ble portion- of  the  dominions. 

I shall  direct  to  be  laid  before  you,  a statement  of 
the  provincial  revenue  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  last  twelve  months. 

One  of  the  measures  adopted  by  you  during  the 
last  session  for  supplying  the  exigencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service  has  only  lately  come  into  operation,  and] 


Plattsburgh  February  12,  1814. 

The  army.  During  the  last  week,  immense  quan- 
tities of  military  stores,  &c.  have  arrived  at  this 
place  from  French  Mi!.. . It  is  understood  that  se- 
veral regiments  have  marched  forSackett’s  Harbor, 
and  that  the  main  body  of  the  army  will  be  located 
at  tiiis  place,  after  the  public  property  shall  have 
been  removed  from  French  M ills. 

The  “Virginia  regiment,”  respecting  which  such 
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exaggerated  statements  have  been  published,  con- 
sisted, when  it  joined  the  army  last  fall,  of*  about 
550__, nstead  of  800.  And  now  consists  of  about 
400.  The  statement,  therefore,  of  600  having  been 
swept  away  by  a destructive  malady,  &c.  is  nearly 
45 J from  the  truth. 

Copy  °f  a letter  from  general  Jackson,  of  the  Tennes- 
see volunteers  to  general  Pinckney. 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  Strother,  Jan.  29. 
J[faj.  Gen.  Thus.  7Jiticknei /, 

Si h,  I had  the  honor  of  informing  you  in  a letter 
of  the  31st  ult.  forwarded  by  Mr.  M'Candles  [ex- 
press] of  an  excursion  1 contemplated  making  still 
further  into  the  enemy’s  country,  with  the  new  rais- 
ed volunteers  from  Tennessee.  I had  ordered  those 
troops  to  form  a junction  with  me  on  the  10th  inst. 
but  they  did  not  arrive  until  the  14th.  Their  num- 
ber, including  officers,  was  about  800  ; and  on  the 
15th  l marched  them  across  the  river  to  graze  their 
horses.  On  the  next  day  I followed  with  the  re- 
mainder of  mv  force,  consisting  of  the  artillery 
company,  with  one  6 pounder,  one  company  of  in- 
fantry of  48  men,  two  companies  of  spies,  command- 
ed by  captains  Gordon  and  Russel,  of  about  30  men 
each,  and  a company  of  volunteer  officers,  headed 
bv  general  Coflee,  who  had  been  abandoned  by  his 
men,  and  who  still  remained  in  the  field  awaiting 
the  order  of  the  government ; making  my  force  ex- 
clusive of  indians,  S30. 

The  motives  which  influenced  me  to  penetrate 
still  further  into  the  enemy’s  country,  with  this 
force,  were  many  and  urgent.  The  term  of  service 
of  the  new  raised  volunteers  was  short,  and  a consi- 
derable part  of  it  was  expired  ; they  were  expensive 
to  the  government,  and  were  full  of  ardor  to  meet 
the  enemy.  The  ill  effects  of  keeping  soldiers  of 
this  description  long  stationary  and  idle,  Iliad  been 
made  to  feel  but  too  sensible  already — other  causes 
concurred  to  make  such  a movement  not  only  jus- 
tifiable but  absolutely  necessary.  I had  received 
a letter  from  captain  M‘Alpin  of  the5th  instant, 
who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong*  in  the  absence 
of  colonel  Snodgrass,  informing  me  that  14  or  15 
towns  of  the  enemy,  situated  on  the  waters  of 
the  Tallapoosa,  were  about  uniting  their  forces  and 
attacking  that  place,  which  had  been  left  in  a very 
feeble*  state  of  defence.  You  had  in  your  letter  of 
tiie  24th  ult.  informed  me  that  general  Floyd  was 
about  to  make  a movement  to  the  Tallapoosa  near 
its  junction  with  the  Coosee  ; and  in  the  same  let- 
ter had  recommended  temporary  excursions  against 
such  of  the  enemy’s  towns  or  settlements  as  might 
be  within  striking  distance,  as  well  to  prevent  my 
men  from  becoming  discontented  as  to  harrass  the 
enemy.  Your  ideas  corresponded  exactly  with  my 
own,  and  I was  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  keeping 
my  men  engaged,  distressing  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  making  a diversion  to  facilitate  the  ope- 
rations of  general  Floyd. 

Determined  by  these  and  other  considerations,  1 
took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  17th  inst.  and  on 
the  night  of  the  18th  encamped  at  Talledega  Fort, 
where  I was  joined  by  between  2 and  300  friendly 
indians : 65  of  whom  were  Cherokees,  the  balance 
Creeks.  Here  I received  your  letter  of  the  9lh  inst. 
stating  that  general  Floyd  was  expected  to  make  a 
movement,  from  Cowetan  the  next  day,  and  that  in 
.18  days  thereafter  lie  would  establish  a firm  position 
at  Tuckabotchee ; and  also  a letter  from  colonel 
Snodgrass,  who  had  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong*, 
informing  me  that  an  attack  was  intended  soon  to 
be  made  on  that  Fort  by  900  of  the  enemy.  If  I 
could  have  hesitated  before,  I could  now  hesitate  no 
longer.  I resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  meeting  this 
force,  which  was  understood  to  have  been  collected 
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from  New  Yorcau,  Oakfuskee  and  Ufauley  towns, 
and  were  concentrated  in  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoo- 
sa, near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  called  Emucfau,ou 
an  island  below  New  Yorcau. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  your  letter  of  the  10th 
inst.  forwarded  by  Mr.  M‘Candles,  reached  me  at 
the  Hillabee  Creek,  and  that  night  1 encamped  at 
Entochapco,  a small  Hillabee  village  about  twelve 
miles  from  Emuckfaa.  Here  I began  to  perceive 
very  plainly  how  little  knowledge  my  spies  had  of 
the  country,  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  or  of  the 
distance  V was  from  them.  The  insubordination  of 
the  new  H ops  and  the  want  of  skill  in  most  of  their 
officers;  also  became  more  and  more  apparent.  Rut 
their  ardor  to  meet  the  enemy  was  not  diminished  ; 
and  I had  a sure  reliance  upon  the  guards  ; and  a 
company  of  old  volunteer  officers,  and  upon  the 
spies,  in  all  about  125.  My  wishes  and  my  duty  re- 
mained united,  and  I was  determined  to  effect,  it 
possible,  the  objects  for  which  the  excursion  had 
been  principally  undertaken. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I marched  flom  Eno- 
tachopco,  as  direct  as  I could  for  the  bend  of  the 
Tallapoosa,  and  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  my  spies 
having  discovered  two  of  the  enemy,  endeavored  to 
catch  them  but  failed.  In  the  evening  I fell  in  upon 
a large  trail,  which  led  to  a new  road,  much  beaten 
and  lately  travelled.  Knowing  that  I must  have  ar- 
rived within  the  neighborhood  of  a strong  force,  and 
it  being  late  in  the  clay,  l determined  to  encamp,  and 
reconnoitre  the  country  in  the  night.  1 chose  the 
best  scile  the  country  would  admit,  encamped  in  a 
hollow  square,  sent  out  my  spies  and  picquets, 
doubled  my  centinels  and  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements before  dark,  for  a night  attack.  About 
10  o’clock  at  night,  one  of  the  pickets  fired  at  three 
of  the  enemy  and  killed  one,  but  he  was  not  found 
until  the  next  day.  At  11  o’clock,  the  spies  whom  l 
had  sent  out  returned  with  the  information,  that 
there  were  a large  encampment  of  indians  at  the 
distance  of  about  three  miles,  who  from  their  whoop- 
ing and  dancing  seemed  to  be  apprized  of  our  ap- 
proach. One  of  these  spies,  an  Indian  in  whom  I 
had  great  confidence,  assured  me  that  they  were 
carrying  off  their  women  and  children,  and  that  the 
wrrriors  would  either  make  their  escape  or  attack 
me  before  day.  Being  prepared  at  ail  points,  no- 
thing remained  to  be  done  but  await  their  approach, 
if  they  meditated  an  attack,  or  to  be  in  readiness,  iff 
they  did  not,  to  pursue  and  attack  them  at  day  light. 
While  we  were  in  this  state  of  readiness,  the  enemy 
about  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  commenced  a vigor- 
ous attack  on  my  left  flank,  which  was  vigorously 
met ; the  action  continued  to  rage  on  my  left  flank, 
and  on  the  left  of  my  rear  for  about  half  an  hour. 
The  brave  general  Coffee,  with  colonel  Sillier,  the 
adjutant-general,  and  colonel  Carroll,  the  inspector- 
general,  the  moment  the  firing  commenced,  mount- 
ed their  horses  and  repaired  to  the  line,  encouraging 
and  animating  the  men  to  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  So  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  pursue, 
the  left  wing  having  sustained  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
tion and  being  somewhat  weakened,  was  reinforced 
by  captain  Ferrill’s  company  of  infantry,  and  was 
ordered  and  led  on  to  the  charge  by  general  Coffee, 
who  was  well  supported  by  colonel  Higgins  and  the 
and  the  inspector-general,  and  by  all  the  officers  and 
privates  who  composed  tiiat  line.  The  enemy  was 
completely  routed  at  every  point,  and  the  friendh 
indians  joining  in  the  pursuit,  they  were  chased 
about  two  miles  with  great  slaughter. 

The  chase  being  over,  I immediately  detached 
general  Coffee  with  400  men  and  all  the  indian  force 
to  burn  their  encampment;  but  it  was  said  by  some 
to  be  fortified.  I ordered  him,  in  that  event,  not  to 
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attack  it,  until  the  artillery  could  be  sent  forward  to 
reduce  it.  On  viewing1  the  encampment  and  its 
strength,  the  general  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
return  to  my  encampment  and  guard  the  artillery 
thither.  The  wisdom  of  this  step  was  soon  discovered 
—in  half  an  hour  after  his  return  to  camp,  a consi- 
derable force  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance  on 
my  right  flank,  and  commenced  a brisk  fire  on  a party 
of  men  who  had  been  on  picket  guard  the  night 
before,  and  were  then  in  search  of  the  indians  they 
had  fired  upon,  some  of  whom  they  believe  had  been 
killed.  General  Coffee  immediately  requ  . Ted  me  to 
let  him  take  200  men  and  turn  their  left  flank, 
which  I accordingly  ordered;  but,  through  some 
mistake,  which  I did  not  then  observe,  not  more  than 
fifty-four  followed  him,  among  whom  were  the  old 
volunteer  officers.  With  these,  however,  he  imme- 
diately commenced  an  attack  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy;  at  which  time  I ordered  200  of  the  friendly 
Indians  to  fall  in  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy, 
and  co-operate  with  the  general.  This  order  was 
promptly  obeyed, and  in  the  moment  of  its  execution- 
what  I expected  was  realized.  The  enemy  had  in- 
tended the  attack  on  the  right  as  a feint,  and,  ex- 
pecting to  direct  all  my  attention  thither,  meant  to 
attack  me  again  and  with  their  main  force  on  the 
left  flank,  which  they  Had  hoped  to  find  weakened 
and  in  disorder — they  were  disappointed.  I had  or- 
dered the  left  flank  to  remain  firm  to  its  place,  and 
the  moment  the  alarm  gun  was  heard  in  that  quar- 
ter, I repaired  thither,  and  ordered  captain  Ferrill, 
part  of  my  reserve,  to  support  it.  The  whole  l ine  met 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  with  astonishing  intrepi- 
dity, and  having  given  a few  fires,  they  forthwith 
charged  with  great  vigor — The  effect  was  immediate 
and  inevitable.  The  enemy  fled  with  precipitation, 
and  were  pursued  to  a considerable  distance,  by  the 
left  flank  and  the  friendly  indians,  with  a galling  and 
destructive  fire.  Colonel  Carroll,  who  ordered  the 
charge,  led  on  the  pursuit,  and  colonel  Higgins  and 
his  regiment  again  distinguished  themselves. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Coffee  was  contending 
with  a superior  force  of  the  enemy.  The  indians  who 
I had  ordered  to  his  support,  and  who  had  set  out 
for  tiie  purpose,  hearing  the  firing  on  the  left  had 
returned  to  that  quarter,  and  when  the  enemy  were 
routed  there  entered  into  the  chase.  That  being 
now  over,  1 forthwith  ordered  Jim  l*  ife,  who  was 
one  of  the  principal  commanders  of  the  friendly 
Creeks,  with  one  hundred  of  his  warriors,  to  execute 
my  first  order;  so  soon  as  he  reached  general  Coffee, 
the  charge  was  made  and  the  enemy  routed:  they 
were  pursued  about  three  miles,  and  forty-five  of 
them  slain,  who  were  found.  General  Coffee  was 
wounded  in  the  body,  and  liis  aid-de-camp,  A.  Do- 
naldson, killed,  together  with  three  others.  Having 
brought  in  and  buried  the  dead,  and  dressed  the 
wounded,  I ordered  my  camp  to  be  fortified,  to  be 
the  better  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  which  might 
be  made  in  the  night;  determined  to  commence  a 
return  march  to  fort  Strother  the  following  day. 
Many  causes  concurred  to  make  such  a measure  ne- 
cessary, as  I had  not  set  out  prepared  or  with  a view 
to  make  a permanent  establishment,  I considered 
it  worse  than  useless  to  advance  and  destroy  an 
empty  encampment. 

I had  indeed,  hoped  to  have  met  the  enemy  there, 
but  having  met  and  beaten  them  a little  sooner,  I 
did  not  tiiink  it  necessary  or  prudent  to  proceed 
anv  further : not  necessary,  because  I had  accom- 
plished all  I could  expect  to  effect  by  marching  to 
their  encampment;  and  because  if  it  was  proper  to 
contend  with  and  weaken  their  forces  still  farther, 
this  object  would  be  more  certainly  attained  by 
commencing  a return,  which,  having  to  them  the  ap- 


pearance of  a retreat,  would  inspire  them  to  pursue 
me.  Not  prudent,  because  of  the  number  of  my 
wounded;  of  the  reinforcements  from  below,  which 
the  enemy  might  be  expected  to  recent ; of  iho 
starving  condition  of  my  horses,  tliey  having  had 
neither  corn  nor  cane  for  two  days  and  nights  ; of 
the  scarcity  of  supplies  foj  my  men,  the  indians  who 
joined  me  at  Taliedaga  having  drawn  none,  and 
being  wholly  destitute  ; and  because,  if  the  enemy 
pursued  me,  as  it  was  likely  they  would,  the  diver- 
sion in  favor  of  general  Floyd  would  he  the  more 
complete  and  effectual.  Influenced  by  these  consi- 
derations, I commenced  my  return  march  at  ha!:’ 
after  ten  on  the  23d,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to 
reach  Enotachopco  before  night,  having  passed  with  - 
out  interruption  a dangerous  defile,  occasioned  by  a 
hurricane.  I again  fortified  my  camp,  and  haring 
another  defile  to  pass  in  the  morning,  across  a deep 
creek,  and  between  two  hills,  which  I had  viewed 
with  attention  as  I passed  on,  and  where  I 'expected 
t might  be  attacked,  I determined  to.  pass  it  at  ano- 
ther point,  and  gave  directions  to  my  guide  and 
fatigue  men  accordingly.  My  expectation  of  an  ai- 
tack  in  the  morn  /was  increased  by  the  signs  of 
the  night,  and  wiT  j/t  my  caution.  Before  I moved 
the  wounded  from  the  interior  of  my  car.ip,  I bod  rr  y 
front  and  rear  guards  formed,  as  well  as  my  right 
and  left  columns,  and  moved  off  my  centre  in  regu- 
lar order,  leading  down  a handsome  ridge  to  Enota- 
chopco creek,  at  a point  where  it  was  clear  of  reed, 
except  immediately  on  its  margin.  I had  previously 
issued  a general  order,  pointing  out  the  manner  in 
which  the  men  should  be  formed  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  on  the  front  or  rear,  or  on  the  flanks,  and  had 
particularly  cautioned  the  officers  to  halt  and  form 
accordingly,  the  instant  the  word  should  be  given. 

The  front  g*uard  had  crossed  with  part  of  the 
flank  columns,  the  wounded  were  over,  and  the 
artillery  in  the  act  of  entering  the  creek,  when  an 
alarm  gun  was  heard dn  the  rear.  I heard  it  without 
surprise,  and  even  with  pleasure,  calculating  with 
the  utmost  confidence  on  the  firmness  of  my  troops, 
from  the  manner  in  which  I had  seen  them  act  on 
the  22d.  I had  placed  colonel  Carroll  at  t lie  head  of 
the  centre  column  of  the  rear  guard  : Its  right  co- 
lumn was  commanded  by  colonel  Perkins,  and  its 
left  by  colonel  Stump.  Having  chosen  the  ground,  I 
expected  there  to  have  entirely  cut  off  the  enemy  bv 
wheeling  the  right  and  left  columns  on  their  pivots, 
recrossing  the  creek  above  and  below,  and  falling  in 
upon  their  flanks  and  rear:  But  to  rov  astonishment 
and  mortification,  when  the  word  was  given  by  col. 
Carrol  to  halt  and  form,  and  a few  guns  had  been 
fired,  I beheld  the  right  and  left  columns  of  the  rear 
guard  precipitately  give  way.  This  shameful  retreat 
was  disastrous  in  the  extreme  : it  drew  along  with 
it  the  greater  part  of  the  centre  column,  leaving  not 
more  than  twenty-five  men,  who  being  formed  by 
colonel  Carrol,  maintained  their  ground  as  long  as  it 
was  possible  to  maintain  it,  and  it  brought  conster- 
nation and  confusion  into  the  centre  of  the  arm.}-,  a 
consternation  which  was  not  easily  removed,  and  a 
confusion  which  could  not  soon  he  restored  to  order. 
There  was  then  left  to  repulse  the  enemy,  the  few 
who  remained  of  the  rear  guard,  the  artillery  com* 
pany  and  captain  Russell’s  company  of  spies.  They 
however  realized  and  exceeded  my  highest  expecta- 
tions. Lieutenant  Armstrong,  who  commanded  the 
artillery  company  in  the  absence -of  captain  Headrick, 
(confined  by  sickness)  ordered  them  to  form  and 
advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  whilst  lie  and  a few 
others  dragged  up  the  six  pounder.  Never  was  more 
bravery  displayed  than  on  this  occasion.  Amidst  the 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy,  more  than  ten 
times  their  number,  they  ascended  the  lull  and 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— EVENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 


maintained  their  position  until  their  piece  was  hauled  , 
up,  when,  having  levelled  it,  they  poured  upon  the 
enemy  £ lire  of  grape,  reloaded  and  tired  again,] 
charged  and  repulsed  them. 

The  most  deliberate  bravery  was  displayed  by  Con- 
stantine Perkins  and  Craven  Jackson  of*  the  artillery, ! 
acting  as  gunners.  In  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  in 
separating  the  gun  from  the  limbers,  the  rammer 
and  picker  of  the  cannon  were  left  tied  to  the  lim- 
ber : No  sooner  was  this  discovered,  than  Jackson, 
amidst  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  pulled  out  the 
ramrod  of  his  musket  and  used  it  us  a picker  ; print- 
ed with  a cartridge  and  fired  the  cannon.  Perkins 
h iving  pulled  off  his  bayonet,  used  his  musket  as  a 
rammer,  drove  down  the  cartridge;  and  Jackson 
using  his  former  plan,  again  discharged  her.  The 
brave  lieut.  Armstrong,  just  after  the  first  fire  of 
the  cannon,  with  capt.  Hamilton,  of  E.  Tennessee, 
Bradford  and  MGovock,  all  fell,  the  lieutenant  ex- 
claiming as  lie  lay,  "nty  brave  fellows , sonr?  of  you 
may  full,  bat  you  must  save  the  cannon About  this 
time,  a number  crossed  the  creek  and  entered  into 
the  chace.  The  brave  capt.  Gordon  of  the  spies, 
who  had  rushed  from  the  front,  endeavored  to  turn 
the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  in  which  he  partially 
succeeded,  and  col.  Carroll,  col.  Higgins,  and  capts. 
Elliot  and  Pipkins  pursued  the  enemy  for  more  than 
two  miles,  who  fled  in  consternation  throwing  away 
their  packs  and  leaving  26  of  their  warriors  dead  on 
the  field.  Tins  last  defeat  was  decisive,  and  we 
were  no  more  disturbed  by  their  yells.  I should  do 
injustice  to  my  feelings  if  I omitted  to  mention  that 
the  venerable  judge  Cocke,  at  the  age  of  65,  enter- 
ed into  the  engagement,  continued  the  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  with  youthful  ardor,  and  saved  the  life  of 
a fellow  soldier  by  killing  his  savage  antagonist. 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  was killed  and  wound- 

ed ; among  the  former  was  the  brave  capt.  Hamilton, 
from  East  Tennessee,  who  bad  with  his  aged  father 
and  two  others  of  his  company,  after  the  period  of 
his  engagement  had  expired,  volunteered  ills  ser- 
vices for  this  excursion,  and  attached  himself  to  the 
artillery  company.  No  man  ever  fought  more  brave- 
ly or  died  more  gloriously  ; and  by  his  side  fell  with 
equal  bravery  and  glory,  Bird  Evans,  of  the  same 
company.  Captain  Quarles,  who  commanded  the 
centre  column  of  the  rear  guard,  preferring  death 
to  the  abandonment  of  his  post,  having  taken  a firm 
stand  in  which  he  was  followed  by  25  of  his  men, 
received  a wound  in  his  head  of  which  he  has  since 
died. 

In  these  several  engagements  our  loss  was  20  kill- 
ed and  75  wounded,  4 of  whom  have  since  died. — 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained ; 189  of  their  warriors  were  found  dead  ; but 
this  must  fall  considerably  short  of  the  number 
really  killed.  Their  wounded  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  retreat  of  the 
rear  guard  in  the  affair  of  the  24th  inst.  I think  I 
could  safely  have  said  that  no' army  of  militia  ever 
acted  with  more  cool  and  deliberate  bravery  ; undis- 
ciplined and  inexperinced  as  they  were,  their  con- 
duct in  the  several  engagements  of  the  22d  could 
not  have  been  surpassed  by  regulars.  No  men  ever 
met  the  approach  of  an  enemy  with  more  intrepidity, 
or  repulsed  \hem  with  more  energy.  On  the  24tli; 
after  the  retreat  of  the  rear  guard,  they  seemed  to 
have  lost  all  their  collectedness,  and  were  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  restored  to  order  than  any  troops  1 have 
ever  seen.  But  this  was  no  doubt  owing  in  a great 
measure  or  altogether  to  that  very^-e treat,  and  ought 
rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of  conduct  in  many 
of  their  officers  than  to  any  cowardice  in  the  men, 
who  on  every  occasion  have  manifested  a willing- 
ness to  perform  their  duty  so  far  as  th“y  .knew  it. 
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All  the  effects  which  were  designed  to  be  produ- 
. ced  by  this  excursion,  it  is  believed  have  been  pro- 
duced. If  an  attack  was  meditated  against  fort 
Armstrong,  that  has  been  prevented,  if  general 
Floyd  is  operating  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tallapos- 
Isee,  as  I suppose  him  to  be,  a most  fortunate  diver- 
sion has  been  made  in  his  favor.  The  number  of  the 
enemy  has  been  diminished,  and  the  confidence  thev 
may  have  derived  from  the  delays  I have  been  made 
[to  experience,  has  been  destroyed.  Discontent  lias 
j been  kept  out  of  my  army,  while  the  troops  who 
would  have  been  exposed  to  it  have  been  beneficially 
employed.  The  enemy’s  country  has  been  explored, 
and  a road  cut  to  the  point  where  their  force  will 
probably  be  concentrated  when  they  shall  be  driven 
from  the  country  below.  But  in  a report  of  this  kiwi, 
and  to  you  w to  will  immediately  perceive  them,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  state  the  happy  consequences 
which  may  be  expected  to  result  from  this  excur- 
sion. Unless  I am  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  be  found 
to  have  hastened  the  termination  of  the  Creek  war, 
more  than  any  measure  I could  have  taken  with  the 
troops  under  my  command. 

I am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  your 
obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  maj.  gen. 

NAVAL. 

The  President  frigate  com.  Rodgers,  has  arrived 
at  JYew-York , after  a cruize  of  70  days.  We  have 
not  yet  received  particulars  ; but  it  is  said  she  cap- 
tured only  tlrree  vessels. 

A court-martial  was  lately  held  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  for  the  trial  of  William  Harper,  sailing-master 
in  the  United  States  navy,  charged  with  cowardice 
in  the  action  between  the  Enterprize  and  Boxer. 
He  was  acquitted  in  the  most  honorable  manner. 
Captain  Hull  was  president. 

A JYerv-York  paper  says — The  extracts  from  Lon- 
don papers  and  Lloyd’s  lists,  received  by  the  Ann 
Alexander,  furnish  us  for  the  last  six  weeks,  up  to 
the  24th  of  December,  with  the  capture  of  ninety-, 
[six  British  merchant  vessels,  by  American  and 
j French  public  and  private  armed  vessels. 

I Five  vessels  arrived  at  Philadelphia  from  foreign 
places  on  the  21st.  One  was  a Swede,  from  Stock* 
holm,  and  three  of  the  others  belonged  to  Baltimore. 

The  Adams. — A vessel  arrived  at  Salem  on  the  17tl>. 
inst.  that  was  boarded  from  the  United  States  fri- 
gate Adams , capt.  Morris , 21  days  before,  then  14 
days  out,  oft*  Bermuda.  Captain  M.  sent  letters  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  by  this  vessel. 

The  famous  privateer  Decatur  has  returned  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.  after  a cruise  of  eighty  days  with- 
out making  a single  capture. 

Commodore  Channcy,  with  100  seamen,  left  New- 
York,  on  the  15th  inst.  for  Sachet? s Harbor.  For 
which  plcfce,  also,  a number  of  long  32-pounders 
were  forwarded  a few  days  before. 

Tiie  report,  that  the  British  are  holding  War  ves- 
sels on  lake  Huron , is  contradicted.  All dulimakinac 
i is  yet  held  by  the  British.  Dickson,  the  famous  scalp 
dealer,  is  among  the  distant  indians  to  persuade 
them  to  join  the  British  armies  near  Montreal.  All 
snug  at  Detroit. 

Extract  of  a fetter  from  Nathaniel  Shale r,  coaiman- 

*der  of  the  private  armed  schooner  Gov.  Tomkins, 

to  his  agent  in  New- York — dated 

(‘At  Sea,  Jan  1,  1813. 

“Two  days  after  dispatching  the  Nereid,  I took  a 
whaleman  from  London  bound  for  the  South  Seas; 
but  she  being  of  no  value,  l took  out  such  stores,&c, 
1 could  stow,  and  being  much  lumbered  with  priso- 
ners and  baggage,  I put  them  on  board,  r.\fd  ordered 
her  far  Falmouth.  The  chasing  of  this  ship  had  tak- 
en me  some  distance  from  my  ground,  and  owing 
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to  calms,  I could  no 
when  at  sunrise,  three  ships  were  discovered  ahead 
We  made  all  sail  in  chase.  The  wind  being  light, 
we  came  slowly  up  with  them.  On  a nearer  ap- 
proach, they  proved  to  be  two  ships  and  a brig. — 
One  of  the  ships  had  all  the  appearance  of  a large 
transport,  and  from  their  manoeuvres,  to  have  con 


with  his  usual  vigor.  Mr.  Atcheson,  sailing  mas- 
ter, performed  his  part  in  the  style  of  a brave  and 
accomplished  seaman.  Messrs.  Miller  and  Dodd, 
2nd  and  3d  lieutenants,  were  not  immediately  under 
my  eye,  but  the  precision  and  promptitude  with 
which  all  my  orders  were  executed  is  sufficient 
proof  that  they  are  to  be  relied  on.  Mr.  Thomas, 


ship  appeared  to  be  prepared  to  take  the  bulk  of  an 
action.  Boats  were  seen  passing  to  and  from  her. 
She  had  boarding  nettings  almost  up  to  her  tops, 
with  her  topmast  studding  sail  booms  out,  and  sails 
at  their  ends,  ready  for  running,  as  if  prepared  for  a 
running  fight.  Her  ports  appeared  to  be  painted, 
and  she  had  something  on  deck  resembling  a mer- 
chantman’s boat.  After  all  this,  what  the  devil  do 
you  think  she  was  ? Why  have  a little  patience,  and 
I will  tell  you.  At  3 r.  m.  a sudden  squall  struck  us 
from  the  northward,  and  the  ship  not  having  yet  re- 
ceived, before  I could  get  our  light  sails  in,  and  al- 
most before  T could  turn  round,  I was  under  the 
guns,  (not  of  a transport)  but  of  a large  frigate! — 
and  not  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  her. 

I immediately  hauled  down  English  colors,  which 
I previously  had  up,  set  three  American  ensigns, 
trimmed  our  sails  by  the  wind,  and  commenced  a 
brisk  fire  from  our  little  battery;  but  this  was  re- 
turned with  woful  interest.  Her  first  broadside 
killed  two  men  and  wounded  six  others  (two  of 
whom  severely,  and  one  since  dead) — it  also  blew  up 
one  of  my  salt-boxes  with  two  9-pound  cartridges; 
tills  communicated  fire  to  a number  of  pistols  and 
three  tube  boxes  which  were  lying  on  the  compa- 
nion way,  all  of  which  exploded,  and  some  of  the 
tubes  penetrated  through  a crevice  under  the  com- 
panion leaf,  and  found  their  way  to  the  cabin  floor; 
but  that  being  wet,  and  the  fire  screen  being  up,  no 
further  accident  took  place.  This,  together  with 
the  fire  from  the  frigate,  I assure  you,  made  warm 
work  on  the  Tompkins’  quarter  deck;  but,  thanks  to 
her  heels  and  the  exertions  of  my  brave  officers  and 
crew,  I still  have  the  command  of  her. 

When  the  frigate  opened  her  fire  on  me,  it  was 
about  half  past  3.  I was  then  a little  abaft  her  beam. 
To  have  attempted  to  tack  in  a hard  squall,  would, 
at  least  have  exposed  me  to  a raking  fire;  and,  to 
have  attempted  it,  and  miss,  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  the  inevitable  loss  of  the  schooner. — I 
therefore  thought  it  most  prudent  to  take  her  fire  on 
the  tack  on  which  l was,  and.  this  I was  exposed  to 
from  the  position  I have  mentioned,  until  I passed 
her  bow;  she  all  the  while  standing  on  with  me, 
and  almost  as  fast  as  ourselves — and  such  a tune  as 
was  played  round  rny  ears,  T assure  you,  Iyiever  wish 
to  hear  again  on  the  same  key. 

At  four  his  shot  began  to  fall  short  of  us.  At  4, 
30,. the  wind  dying  away  and  the  enemy  still  holding 
it,  his  ship  began  to  reach  us.  We  got  out  sweeps 
and  turned  all  Hands  to.  I also  threw  all  the  lum- 
ber from  the  deck,  and  about  2000  wt.  of  shot  from 
the  after  hold.  From  about  5 i\  i>r.  all  his  shot  fell 
short  of  Us.  At  5,  25,  the  enemy  hove  about,  and  I 
was  glad  to  get  so  clear  of  one  of  the  most  quarrel- 
some companions  thut  I ever  met  with. 


rted  measures  for  mutual  defence.  The  large  boatswain,  and  Mr.  Caseweli,  master’s  mate,  wen 

particularly  active  and  deserve  encouragement. 

The  name  of  one  of  my  poor  fellows  who  was 
killed  ought  to  be  registered  in  the  book  of  fame, 
and  remembered  with  reverence  as  long  as  bravery 
is  considered  a virtue  ; he  was  a black  man  by  the 
name  of  John  Johnson ; a 24  lb.  shot  struck  him  in 
the  hip  and  took  away  all  the  lower  part  of  his  body; 
in  this  state  the  poor  brave  fellow  lay  on  the  deck, 
and  several  times  exclaimed  to  his  shipmates,  “fre 
away  my  boy , no  haul  a color  doivn .”  The  other  was 
also  a black  man,  by  the  name  of  John.  Davis,  and 


was  struck  in  much  the  same  way  : he  fell  near  me, 
and  several  times  requested  to  be  thrown  overboard, 
saying,  he  was  only  in  the  way  of  others. 

While  America  has  such  tars,  she  has  little  to 
fear  from  the  tyrants  of  the  ocean. 

From  the  circumstance  of  her  shot  being  24’s, 
which  I assure  you  is  the  case,  and  as  we  have  felt 
and  weighed  them,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  was  the 
Laurel,  a new  frigate  which  I had  information  of. 
A gentleman  which  I took,  told  me  she  was  in  the 
fleet;  that  she  was  built  and  manned  for  the  pur- 
pose to  cope  with  our  frigates  ; that  if  she  got  sight 
of  me  she  would  certainly  take  me,  as  she  was  the 
fastest  sailer  he  ever  saw. 

Enclosed  I send  you  a list  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed ; in  eyery  thing  else  we  are  in  .good  order  and 
’ ’gh  .spirits. 

Killed — .Volin  Johnson,  John  Davis. 

Wounded — John  O’Farnum,  1st  lieut.  slightly  ; 
Thomas  Davis,  since  dead;  Thomas  Loveland,  se- 
verely; James  Doughty,  John  Parker,  John  Suna  - 
holm,  all  slightly  and  doing  well. 


American  Prizes. 


LIST CONTINUED  THOM  PAGE  414. 

“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 

“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission  spreads !” 

British  Naval  Register. 

792,  793,  794,  795,  796,  797,  798,  799,  800.  Nine 
vessels  captured  by  the  Comet,  of  Baltimore,  divest-, 
ed  of  their  valuable  articles,  and  sunk.  The  Comet 
is  stated  to  have  a handsome  amount  in  cash  and 
rich  goods  on  board.  Besides  the  above,  she  cap- 
tured and  manned  four  prizes— one  of  which  lias 
arrived.  She  had  a terrible  battle  with  the  ship 
Hibernia  of  800  tons,  22  guns  and  a large  comple- 
ment of  men,  but  was  beaten  off.  The  fight  lasted 
about  8 hours.  The  great  heighth  and  strength  of 
the  ship  probably  saved  her.  The  privateer  had  3 
men  killed  and  16  wounded  The  ship  8 killed  and 
13  wounded.  The  Comet  put  into  Porto  Rico  to  re- 
fit, and  the  Hibernia  has  arrived  at  St.  Thomas’ — 
both  much  injured. 


801.  Brig  Tullock,  of  200  tons,  10  guns,  from 

, , . Shields,  for  Martinique,  with  an  assorted  cargo  of 

Alter  the  first  broadsK le^from  the  frigate,  not  a j hardware,  crates,  tiles,  &c. — valuable — sent  into 

Gloucester  by  the  Fox  of  Salem. 

802.  The  rich  ship  Minerva,  with  a cargo  of  dry 
goods,  hardware,  &c.  from  Bristol  (E.)  for  the  West 
Indies,  captured  by  the  Fox  of  Salem,  and  sent  into 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

808.  Ship , a whaleman,  bound  to  tbe  South 


shot  struck  the  hull  of  the  Tompkins,  but  the  water 
was  literally  in  a foam  all  around  her. 

The  moment  before  the  squall  struck  us,  I told 
Mr.  Farnurn  that  she  was  too  heavy  for  us,  and  he 
went  forward  with  his  glass  to  take  another  look; 
when  the  sqaaLl  struck  the  schooner  as  if  by  magic, 
up  with  her,  before  we  could  get  in  our  light  sails. 

My  officers  conducted  themselves-  in  way  that 
would  have  done  honor  to  a more  permanent  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Farnurn,  1st  lieut,  conducted  himself 


Sea,  captured  by  the  Governor  Tompkins,  divested, 
&c.  and  given  up  to  relieve  the  prisoners. 

804.  Brig  Isabella,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  brig'  Rat- 
tlesnake, and. sent  intq  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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805.  Sloop  ; , captured  the  General  Stark, « 

and  was  cast  away  on  Cape  Cod. 

806.  Schooner  Harmony,  of  Yarmouth,  (X.  S.)  1 
with  a few  puncheons  of  rum,  captured  by  the  pri-[ 
vateer  boat  Terrible,  of  Salem,  and  sent  into  aiv 
eastern  port. 

80r.  Rout  Humbird,  with  a quantity  of  crockery, 
rum,  sugar,  See.  taken  by  the  boat  Surprize,  and  sent 
into  Machias. 

Proceedings  of  Congress. 

HOITSK  OF  IIKI’II  KS  KX  TATIVES. 

7'larrfdn y,  February  IT-— The  loan  bill  was  fur- 
ther discussed.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  \ a.  spoke  three 
hours  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Shipherd,  of  N.  Y. 
commenced  a speech  against  it. — Adjourned. 

Friilay , February  18. — Mr.  Richardson,  of  Mass, 
laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
directed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  admirals  in  the  navy 
^ of  the  United  States. 

The  consideration  of  the  loan  bill  was  resumed. 
Mr.  Shipherd  finished  his  spued).  He  w as  followed 
bv  Mr.  Sherwood,  of  X.  Y.  on  the  same  side.  Mr. 
Grundy  spoke  an  hour  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Gaston,  of  X.  C.  commenced  a discussion  against  it. 
Adjourned. 

[The  debate,  (not  on  the  loan  bill,  hut  suffered  while 
the  bill  was  before  a committee  of  the  whole  of  the 
house  of  representatives,)  has  had  an  unlimited  range. 
Every  question  of  politics  that  has  agitated  the 
United  Slates  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  past,  and 
every  one  that  maybe  expected  for  twenty  years  to 
come,  appears  to  have  been  embodied  in  the  speeches 
of  the  members;  some  of  whom,  it  is  said,  have 
spoken  three  hours,  without  mentioning  the  bill  at 
ail.  Tt  is  accurately  calculated,  and  the  fact  is  so, 
that  these  speeches  cost  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  an  hour;  anil  the  question  is  asked  “were 
they  worth  the  cost?”~\. 

Saturday , February  19. — Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pa.  pre- 
sented a petition  of  John  G.  Cunow,  act  ing  in  behalf 
of  the  missionary  concerns  of  Ihe  society  of  the 
united  brethren  commonly  called  Moravian*,  praying 
compensation  for  depredations  committed  on  the 
property  of  the  indians  who  had  incorporated  them- 
selves into  their  society  by  the  army  commanded  by 
general  Harrison  -at  the  Moravian  towns  in  upper 
Canada. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  a select 
commit!  ee. 

Mr.  Desha  said  that  to  his  knowledge  severed 
.Indians  of  the  trib$  alluded  to  had  been  killed  in 
arms  against  the  United  States.  It  was  true  the  town 
bad  been  destroyed,  and,  as  he  thought,  properly. 
They  had  always  been  hostile.  Mr.  Roberts  observed 
that  lie  knew  nothing  of  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr. 
MGvhn,  after  passing  a high  encomium  on  the 
.United  Brethren,  as  a generally  most  inoffensive 
and  well  disposed  people,  said  the  property  was 
•within  the  settlements  of  the  enemy,  and  destroyed 
ae.  oi’ding  to  the  usages  of  war.  lie  said  he  had  not 
yet  heard  that  any  of  the  proprietors  of  our  villages 
destroyed  had  petitioned  the  British  parliament  for 
remuneration,  it  was  probable  a mutual  indemnity 
might  be  provided.  The  petition  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mi-.  Taylor,  of  X.  Y.  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  stock- 
holders of  the  national  bnnk, 

[This  bill  proposes  the  establishment  of  a bank  | 
with  a capital  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  in  the' 


city  of  Washington,  and  names  a number  of  persons, 
to  act  as  directors  until  others  are  appointed.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  S.  C.  reported  a bill  to  authorise 
the  president  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  ,the 
vessels  therein  described. 

[The  bill  contemplates  the  employment  or  build- 
ing of  any  number  of  vessels,  not  exceeding  twenty, 
carrying  not  less  than  16,  nor  more  than  22  guns, 
if  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  shall  require  it.] 

This  bill  was  also  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  house  again  in  committee  of  the  whole  took 
up  the  loan  bill.  Mr.  Gaston  concluded  his  speech. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  M‘Leun,  of  Ohio.  The 
question  was  then  taken  anil  the  blank  filled  up 
with  twenty-five  millions.  The  same  was  reported  to 
the  house. 

Monday , February  21. — Mr.  Eppes,  of  Va.  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing bills  : A bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  government  for  the  year  1814 ; a bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  for  the  year  1814;  and  a bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
for  1814;  which  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  loan  bill — which  on  motion  was 
recommitted,  with  a view  to  allow  further  discussion. 
Mr.  Yancey  then  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  Mr. 
Grosvenor  against  it. 

Tuesday , February  23. — The  engrossed  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  for  the  year 
1814,  was  passed  as  follows : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  Barnbtt, 
Beall,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoml, 
Chappell,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Culpepper,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  (of  Penn.)  Denovelli  s,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans; 
Farrow,  Fisk,  (of  N.  V.)  Forney,  Forsythe,  Franklin,  Goldsbo- 
! rough,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffon,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irving,  (of  N.  Y.)  Jackson,  (of  Virg.) 
Johnson,  (of  Virg.)  Kennedy,  Kent,  (of  Md.)  Kerr,  Kilbourn,  Lef- 
terts,  J.owndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Cov,  M*Kee,  M'Kim,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickins,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea.  (of  Pen.), 
Rhea, (of  Ten.)  Rich,  Richardson,  Roan.  Roberts, R.obertson,  Sage' 
Sevier,  Scybert,  Skinner,  Smith,  (of  Penn.)  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward,  (of  N.  J.)  Williams,  Wilson,  (of  Penn.) 
Wood,  Wright,  Yancey—  83. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradhnrv,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Caper  ton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport,  Davis, 
(of  Mass.)  Dewey,  Ely,  Geddes,  Grosvenor, Hanson,  Howell,  Huffy, 
Jackson,  (of  R,  I.)  Kent,  (of  N.  Y.)  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Miller, 
Moifit,  Mosely,  Marked,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Sheffty,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith,  (of  N.  Y.)  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward,  (of  Mass.) 
While,  Wilcox,  .Wilson,  (of  Mass.)— 48. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  loan 
bill.  Mr.  Grosvenor  finished  his  speech  against  the 
bill,  the  War,  Sen.  Mr.  Cuthbert,  of  Geo.  made  his 
[/?rs/]  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  with  much  energy 
and  spirit.  Mr.  Forsyth  took  the  floor  on  the  same 
side,  but  before  be  had  finished  the  committee  rose 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday , February  23. — After  some  minor  bu- 
siness, the  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took 
up  the  loan  bill.  Mr.  Forsyth  concluded  his  speech, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Robertson  on  the  same 
side.  Mr.  Cheves  intimated  that  lie  proposed  next 
to  take  the  floor. 


THE  CHRONICLE. 

Among  the  captures  lately  made  by  the  French 
privateers  who  have  become  very  numerous  and  ac- 
tive in  consequence  of  our  successes  at  sea,  a British 
vessel  has  been  brought  into  Ajaccio,  captured  ou- 
tlie edastof  .1  frica,  with  a cargo  of  ancient  statues , 
&c.  valued  at  530,000  francs. 

The  senators  and  representatives  from  New  Castle 
count}-,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  have  unanimously 
seceded  from  the  legislature  of  that  state  for  rea- 
sons which  th-'w  promise  to  make  public  hereafter. 
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Fire. — One  of  the  extensive  workshops  belonging \fghting  a watch  would  be  an  unpleasant  business  ; 
to  the  Penitentiary,  adjacent  to  Baltimore,  was  con- j but  we  know  there  are  a thousand  gallant  spirits  in 
sumed  by  fire,  on  Wednesday  evening  last.  By  the  our  little  navy  who  not  only  like  it,  but  are  educated 
prompt  aid  of  the  citizens,  the  other  buildings  were  I to  believe  that  it  is  their  unequivocal  duty  to  seek 
preserved.  None  of  the  criminals  escaped.  The  j such,  and  all  other  occasions  to  enhance  the  charac- 
fire  commenced  in  the  oakum  loft.  The  frequency  ter  of  our  flag,  to  increase  our  naval  renown,  and  to 
of  the  destruction  of  public  buildings  from  that\ secure  to  themselves  the  admiration  and  love  of  their 
place  of  deposit,  should  teach  those  having  charge' countrymen.  And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  admit - 
of  such  institutions  never  to  leave  large  quantities  ing,  that  we  believe  they  are  in  this  respect  proper- 
of  the  material  in  a body.  I believe  it  is  an  accept-' 

*ed  fact,  that  oalcum,  from  greese  or  tallow  mixed 
with  it,  is  capable  of  self-ignition.  I think  I recol- 
lect to  have  read  an  account  of  some  experiments 
made,  several  years  ago,  that  demonstrated  the 
truth  of  this  principle.  It  would  be  well  to  repub- 
lish it  occasionally. 

Spain  and  England.  Spain  being  cleared  of  the 


French,  has  yet  to  expel  the  English.  The  Spanu 
newspapers  freely  speak  of  the  barbarities  and  out- 
rages of  their  “dear  allies,”  in  a manner  that  shews 
the  press  much  freer  than  we  expected  it  was.  A 
Cadiz  gazette  of  the  27th  September,  lias  a long  ar- 
ticle detailing  the  monstrous  proceedings  of  the 
British  on  the  people  of  St.  Sebastia?is,  after  the 
fall  of  that  place ; ravishment,  murder  and  confla- 
gration was  the  order  of  the  day.  The  churches 
were  robbed,  the  “hosts”  dashed  on  the  ground  and 
trod  under  foot,  and  the  priests  beaten.  The  place 
was  destroyed,  the  author  decidedly  declares,  be- 
cause its  former  commerce  had  been  injurious  to 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ,•  for  the  inhabitants 
had  tyeen  remarkable  for  their  adherence  to  “the 
cause  of  liberty.”  It  is  a tale  of  horror.  The  city 
was  generally  plundered — “neither  the  infant  of  ten 
years  of  age  nor  the  matron  of  sixty  was  exempt 
from  the  brutal  violence”  of  the  English — “the  wo- 
man who  resisted  paid  the  forfeit  of  her  life” — “the 
houses  were  filled  with  dead  bodies,”  and  “numbers 
at  the  martyrs  to  virtue  were  burned  to  death.” 
British  revenue. — An  official  account  laid  before 
the  house  of  commons,  states  the  amount  of  the 
net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  in  Great  Biitain 
for  the  year  ending  the  25th  of  October,  1812,  at 
■38,743,428/.  16s.  8 3 4-d;  and  for  the  year  ending  the 
25th  of  Oct.  1813,  at  37,833,366/.  125.  1 1-2 d be- 
ing a deficiency  of  about  900,000/.  The  same  ac- 
counts states  the.  total  amount  of  the  net  produce  of 
the  war  taxes,  for  the  year,  ending  the  25th  January, 
1812,  at  21,822,532/.  14$.  10  1-4 d.  and  for  the  year 
ending  the  25th  Oct.  1813,  at  22,740,5687  4s.  01-2 d, 
being  an  increase  to  about- the  amount  of  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  permanent  taxes . Thus  the  net.  pro- 
duce of  the  public  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
year  ending  the  25th  Oct.  1813,  is  60,573,934/.16s2<2. 


PROM  THE  KKW-I.OXI)ON  GAZETTE. 

The  right  to  challenge. — Some  doubts  seem  to  have 
existed,  if  considerable  anxiety  has  not  been  excited 
-in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  right  of  commodore 
Decatur  to  challenge  the  Endymion  and  Statira  to 
combat.  Our  friend,  the  benevolent  editor  of  the 
Philadelphia  Daily  Advertiser,  has  not  only  indulged 
himself  in  harsh  reproof  of  the  commodore,  but 
has  lavished  his  commendation  on  sir  Thomas  Hardy 
for  having  declined  the  challenge,  as  deserving  the 
applause  of  all  good  men.  We  have  a respect  for 
sir  Thomas,  that  induces  us  to  regret  that  he  should 
not  be  deserving  of  this  praise,  for  a course  of  con- 
duct we  feel  assured  cannot  be  approved  by  any  gal- 
lant men.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  not  only  provoked 
the  commodore’s  challenge,  but  on  receiving  it 
said,  he  should  leave  it  to  the  acceptance  of  his  cap- 
fa  ins, 

We  agree,  however,  with  Mr.  Poulson 


ly  taught. 

Wc  do  not  perceive  much  force  in  the  objection, 
that  men  are  thus  brought  into  conflict,  who  if  left 
to  chance  might  never  be  opposed.  We  are  a little 
cautious  in  admitting  the  operation  of  anysuch  pow- 
er as  chance,  and  we  can  see  no  difference  between  a 
man’s  spending  months  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy  in  the 
hope  to  encounter  his  equal  (with  the  probability  of 
meeting  and  contending  with  a superior)  either  as  it 
affects  the  exposure  of  his  own  life,  or  the  lives  of 
his  officers  and  men,  and  his  meeting  an  opportuni- 
ty where  it  is  certain  he  will  be  only  equally  exposed. 

Men  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  qualifying 
themselves  to  bear  arms  in  their  country’s  service,  ii) 
consideration  of  their  country  having  subsisted,  sup- 
plied and  distinguished  them,  obviously  owe  to  their 
country  a duty  not  to  omit,  but  to  seek  every  oppor- 
tunity to  render  to  her  their  best  services  in  dis- 
abling or  disgracing  the  arms  of  her  enemies. 

If  it  be  asked  what  possible  advantage  could  be 
hoped  from  the  proposed  contest?  we  answer  a great 
national  one — victory;  and  if  inquired  of,  what  is 
the  advantage  of  such  a victory?  we  answer,  the 
enhancing  the  glory  of  our  flag,  the  mortification  of 
the  overweaning*  and  overbearing  pride  of  our  enemy, 
the  accession  of  confidence  to  our  own  people,  lead- 
ing directly  to  other  enterprises  and  success,  and 
thus  inspiring  the  world  with  a due  respect  for  our 
national  prowess  and  skill , the  great  palladium  of 
our  country’s  independence,  and  the  harbinger 
OF  A SERIES  OF  YEARS  OF  PEACli,  PROSPERITY  AND 
HAPPINESS. 

Although  challenges  have  taken  place  between 
hostile  fleets  and  armies,  and  single  ships  and  indi- 
viduals, in  all  ages,  ancient  and  modern,  barbarous 
and  civilized,  wTe  take  great  pleasure  in  assuring 
friend  Poulson,  there  is  not  in  the  record  of  any 
country  or  age,  and  under  no  circumstances  nation- 
al or  individual,  an  instance  so  completely  justifiable 
as  to  the  motive,  and  so  honorable  and  fair  in  its 
terms,  as  this  of  commodore  Decatur’s  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Hardy. 

W iff l regard  to  the  motive,  we  think  enough  may 
have  already  been  said,  but  as  to  the. terms,  we  re- 
peat, and  wish  it  may  again  and  again  be  repeated, 
that  the  British  declined  a combat  with  our  countrymen, 
frigates  to  frigates,  notwithstanding  they  were  allowed 
to  man  their  ships  with  what  numbers  they  pleased , and 
select  their  men  from  the  crews  of  a line  of  battle  ship 
and  a sloop  of  war , and  it  was  agreed  on  our  part  that 
the  armaments  should  be  precisely  equal. 

We  hope  it  will  forever  suppress  that  disgraceful 
spirit  of  cavil,  that  sought  to  measure  the  pillar  of 
our  naval  renown,  by  a two  foot  rule,  and  would  de- 
duct from  the  pyramids  of  glory  which  our  com- 
manders have  erected  to  themselves  the  difference 
in  the  breadth  of  beam  betwixt  ours  and  the  ene- 
my’s frigates. 


in  the  Addend  as,  owing  perhaps  to  the  hurry  at- 
tending their  publication.  In  page  14  of  the  Addenda 
that  accompanies  this  No.  second  column,  the  second 
line  from  the  top  was  left  out — it  should  read,  “by  the 
sweet  reward  of  riches  and  honor,  would  make  many 
that  this 1 improvements  in  science  and  art , which  would,”  &C. 
END  QP  VOLUME  THE  FIFTH. 
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Audi  alterem  partem. 

MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS 
Of  sundry  Citizens  of  the  United  States , 
praying  relief  from  the  oppressive  opera - 
tion  of  Oliver  Evans ’ Patent;  vesting 
in  him  an  exclusive  right  to  certain  Ma- 
chinery., now  in  general  use , in  the  Manu- 
facture of  Flour;  with  evidence  to  shew 
that  the  said  Evans  was  neither  the  Origi- 
nal Inventor  nor  first  applier  of  said  Ma- 
chinery, and  consequently  not  entitled  to 
the  reward  due  to  an  actual  Inventor  under 
the  Patent  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

THE  subject  of  Oliver  Evans’  Patent 
rights  to  certain  machinery  used  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  flour,  having  excited  considera- 
ble interest  in  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the 
patentee,  as  well  as  the  various  publications, 
he  has  made  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
the  validity  of  his  claims.  It  now  seems  ne- 
cessary to  exhibit  to  the  public  a plain  state- 
ment of  the  case,  in  order  that  those  persons 
interested,  may  the  more  easily  discover  how 
far  the  patentee  is  entitled  to  recover  under 
his  plea  of  originality  of  invention — In  the 
year  1787,  Oliver  Evans  obtained  from  the 
state  of  Delaware,  a law  investing  in  him 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the  Ele- 
vator and  Hopper-boy,  in  that  state,  (ex- 
cept to  three  used  in  the  mills  at  Stanton)  lie 
also  obtained  from  the  states  of  Pennsly vania 
and  Maryland,  in  the  year  1787,  laws  vesting 
in  him  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  same 
machinery  in  those  states:  in  neither  of  these 
laws  is  the  screw  or  conveyor  mentioned,  it 
may  therefore  be  fairly  inferedthathe  did  not 
at  the  time  of  their  enactment,  suppose  him- 
self to  be  the  inventor  of  that  machine. — in 
1790  he  obtained  from  the  United  States  a 
patent,  vesting  in  him  the  “sole  and  exclusive 
right,  and  liberty  of  using  and  vending^  to 
others  the  said  machinery,”  including  the 
screw  or  conveyor,  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years;  during  the  existence  of  the  exclusive 
rights  a vast  number  of  mills  were  erected 
into  which  this  machinery  was  introduced, 
and  on  which  Oliver  Evans  generally  de- 
manded and  received  his  patent  price,  vary- 
ing according  to  the  powers  and  elevation  ol' 
the  mill  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars,  for  each 
pair  of  stones;  some  persons,  however,  he 
alledges,  refused  to  pay  him,  and  in  a suit 
which  he  instituted  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
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United  States  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  a compliance  with  his 
demands,  it  was  decided  on  the  23d  day  of 
October,  1807,  that  his  patent  was  deficient 
and  therefore  invallid.  This  decision  took 
place  about  three  years  alter  the  expiration 
of  his  lirst  patent  from  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  consequently  could  have  had  no  in- 
fluence in  inducing  other  persons  to  refuse 
payment  before  that  period.  The  decision  of 
the  circuit  court  was  made  the  pretext  by- 
Oliver  Evans,  for  an  application  to  congress 
in  the  year  1807,  for  a new  patent,  which 
was  granted  him  (it  is  presumed)  under  a be- 
lief that  he  was  the  actual  inventor  and  first 
applier  of  those  machines,  on  which  he  had 
claimed  and  recovered  the  fees  of  a patentee 
lirst  under  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Dele- 
ware  and  Maryland,  and  then  under  the  gen- 
eral government,  a period  of  about  18  years. 
— The  new  patent  granted  to  Oliver  Evans, 
is  dated  on  the  22d  day  of  January,  4 808, 
one  day  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  author- 
izing the  secretary  of  state  to  issue  it;  and 
upwards  of  tiiree  years  after  the  expiration  of 
his  patent  from  the  general  government — 
during  this  interval  in  which  no  prohibition 
existed  to  prevent  the  erection  of  the  Eleva- 
tors, &c.  many  mills  were  built  and  those  ma- 
chines erected  under  the  expectation  that 
these  would  be  exempt  from  the  tax  of  a pa- 
tentee.— A different  construction  however 
has  been  given  to  th-e  reviving  law  by  th-e 
courts,  and  those  mills  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  that  mills  are  which  have  been  erect- 
ed since  the  enacting  of  the  law  of  180S  and 
issuing  of  the  new  patent — in  one  instance 
eighteen  hundred  and  lilty  dollars  damages 
have  been  awarded  upon  a mill,  erected  dur- 
ing the  interval,  and  capable  of  manufactur- 
ing twelve  barrels  of  dour  per  day. — The 
alarming  demands  of  the  patentee  with  the 
construction  given  to  the  law  by  the  courts, 
has  induced  an  inquiry  whether  the  im- 
provements by  which  Oliver  Evans  is  amass- 
ing so  much  wealth  at  the  expense  of  the 
Farmers’  and  Millers’  of  the  United  States, 
are  really  his  inventions,  or  those  of  other 
persons,  collected  by  him  and  ingeniously  ap- 
plied to  his  benefit.  This  inquiry  has  result- 
ed in  the  following  evidence  which  has 
been  laid  before  the  Honourable  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  their  present  session, 
with  a Memorial  praying  relief  from  the  op- 
pressive operation  of  the  patent. 
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It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  an  exhibi- 
tion of  this  testimony  did  not  take  place  at 
the  time  of  his  application  for  a renewal  of 
jus  patent;  it  giight  then  have  been  the  means 
of  saving  much  trouble  and  expense  to  the 
public,  and  many  individuals  from  great  pe- 
cuniary embarrassment.  The  very  able  let- 
ter of  Thomas  .i  cuter  son,  Esquire,  late  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  LNo.  I]  can- 
not fail  to  place  in  a just  point  of  view 
Mr,  Evans’  claim  to  the  originality  m the  in- 
vention of  the  Elevators;  while  the  deposi- 
tions of  .Samuel  Stroud,  Charles  Lathum  and 
Miland  Martin,  [11]  will  shew  that  he  was 
neither  the  first  inventor  nor  appiier  of  them 
to  their  present  use.  The  depositions  of 
George  Roup,  Henry  Stoufter,  and  Abram 
S to  (lifer,  [111]  most  clearly  prove  that  the 
Hopper  Machine,  (or  Hopperboy)  w as  in  use 
long  before  Mr.  Evans  has  pretended  to  be 
the  inventor  of  that  machine.  The  deposi- 
tions of  Lewis  Evans,  John  EUicott  and  Jo- 
seph Evans,  [IV]  w ill  as  clearly  shew  that 
he  was  neither  the  first  inventormor  applier 
of  the  Screw  or  Conveyor,  which  is  so  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  combination  of  what 
Mr.  Evans  calls  his  improvements.  The  me- 
morial of  Jeremiah  Baily,  [V  j with  Oliver 
Evans’  letter  to  him  [VI  ] will  shew  the  means 
practised  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  im- 
provements that  may  have  a tendency  to 
reduce  the  value  of  his  monopoly. 

The  invention  of  Mr.  Baily,  though  sim- 
ple in  its  construction,  is  intended  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  both  the  Elevator  and  Con- 
veyor, though  neither  in  form  nor  principle 
bearing  the  smallest  resemblance  to  either, 
except  that  it  accomplishes  the  same  end. 

It  is  then  a question,  how  Oliver  Evans 
has  been  enabled  to  impose  on  the  public  for 
so  long*  a time  with  his  patent  rights,  which 
can  only  he  answered  by  supposing  the  incon- 
siderable price  demanded  under  his  first  pa- 
tent was  paid  him,  rather  than  incur  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  a judicial  inquiry  in- 
to the  validity  of  his  claim.  The  price  de- 
manded under  the  new  patent  upon  a mill 
with  one  water  wheel  and  two  pair  of  stones 
[VJLl]  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  the  powers  of 
the  patentee  cannot  be  too  early  limited.  This 
subject  was  last  winter  before  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  and  partially  acted  upon; 
but,  as  will  appear  by  the  report  of  their 
committee  [VIII]  the  late  period  in  the  ses- 
sion at  which  it  was  taken  up,  was  the  rea- 
son why  it  was  not  fully  investigated. 

The  reason  why  it  lias  been  thought  neces- 
sary by  the  patentee  to  make  and  publish 
numerous  calculations,  to  shew  the  great 
profits  arising  to  the  manufacturers  of  flour 
from  the  use  of  his  pretended  inventions,  is 
an  enigma  not  easily  to  be  solved.  If  he  is 

* It  is  about  twenty-six  yt*ns  since  the  Miller*  firt  becfiineTribr- 
tafy  to  Mr,  Ev^nfe. 


seriously  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  found* 
ed  in  truth,  the  most  credulous  will  not  sup- 
pose their  author  capable  A inventing  the 
numerous  improvements  that  he  claims.  If 
he  knows  them  to  be  erroneous,  what  other 
object  can  he  have  in  view  than  to  prejudice 
the  public  mind,  and  thereby  render  it  more 
difficult  to  defeat  Lis  pretentions  by  a legal 
inquiry.  It  is  a fact,  well  known  to  every 
experienced  miller  in  the  United  states,  that 
the  profits  of  the  manufacturers  of  flour  are 
not  so  great  now  as  they  were  before  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Elevator,  &c.  owing  to  the 
number  of  mills  having  increased  in  the 
ratio  greater  than  the  growth  of  grain;  and 
the  certificate  of  some  of  the  most  skilful 
millers  [IX]  will  sufficiently  prove,  that 
mope  flour  cannot  be  madefrom  a given  quan- 
tity of  wheat  by  the  use  of  the  modern  im- 
provements than  can  be  without  them.  Were 
the  use  of  labour-saving  machinery  confined 
to  a few  persons  only,  much  would  be  saved 
to  them  from  that  source;  but  when  it  is  as 
common  in  mills  as  the  water  wheels  that 
work  them,  can  it  be  believed  that  any  profit 
can  arise  that  would  not,  if  no  such  machine- 
ry were  in  general  use?  So  long  as  the  num- 
ber of  mills  are  more  than  sufficient  to  man- 
ufacture all  the  grain  raised,  the  competition 
amongst  purchasers  will  necessarily  keep 
the  price  so  high,  that  a bare  profit  only  will 
be  left  to  the  manufacturer,  while  the  farmer 
will,  from  the  competition,  reap  the  benefit 
that  arises  from  the  improvements,  by  ob- 
taining an  advanced  price  for  his  produce. 

That  the  subject  of  Mr.  Evans’  claim  may 
rest  upon  its  merits  only,  the  documents  and 
evidence  are  submitted  without  further  com™ 
ment. 

Baltimore,  December  28th , 1813. 

No.  I. 

Monticello,  Jlugust  13 th9  1813. 

SIR, 

Your  letter  of  August  3d,  asking  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Oliver  Evans’s  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  use  of  what  he  calls  his 
Elevators,  Conveyers  and  Hopperboys,  has 
been  duly  received.  My  wish  to  see  new 
inventions  encouraged,  and  old  ones  brought 
again  into  useful  notice,  has  made  me  regret 
the  circumstances  which  have  followed  t lie 
expiration  of  his  first  patent.  I did  not  expect 
the  retrospection  which  has  been  given  to  the 
reviving  law;  for  although  the  second  provi- 
so seemed  not  so  clear  as  it  ouglit  to  have 
been,  yet  it  appeared  susceptible  of  a just 
construction;  and  the  retrospective  one  being 
contrary  to  natural  right,  it  was  understood 
to  be  a rule  of  law,  that  where  the  words  of 
a statute  admit  of  two  constructions,  the  one 
just  and  the  other  unjust,  the  former  is  to  be 
given  them.  The  first  proviso  takes  care 
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fit*  those  who  had  lawfully  used  Evans’  im- 
provements under  the  first  patent;  the  second 
was  meant  for  those  who  had  lawfully  erect- 
ed and  used  them  after  that  patent  expired, 
declaring  they  “ should  not  be  liable  to  da- 
mages therefor.’’  These  words  may  indeed 
he  restrained  to  uses  already  past;  but  as 
there  is  parity  of  reason  for  those  to  conte, 
there  should  be  parity  of  law.  Every  man 
should  be  protected  in  his  lawful  acts,  and  be 
certain  that  nrt  expost  facto  law  shall  punish 
or  endamage  him  for  them.  But  he  is  enda- 
maged if  forbidden  to  use  a machine  lawful- 
ly erected  at  considerable  expense,  unless  he 
will  pay  a new  and  unexpected  price  for  it. 
The  proviso  says,  that  lie  who  erected 
and  used  lawfully  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay 
damages:  but  if  the  proviso  had  been  omitted 
would  not  the  law,  construed  by  natural 
equity,  have  said  the  same  thing?  In  truth, 
both  provisos  are  useless.  And  shall  useless 
provisos,  inserted  pro  majori  cautela,  only 
authorise  inferences  against  justice?  The 
sentiment  that  expost  facto  laws  are  against 
Natural  rights  is  so  strong  in  the  United 
States,  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  state  con- 
stitutions have  failed  to  proscribe  them. 
The  federal  constitution  indeed  interdicts 
them  in  criminal  cases  oiily;  but  they  are 
equally  unjust  in  civil  as  in  criminal  cases  ; 
and  the  omission  of  a caution  which  would 
have  been  right  does  not  justify  the  doing 
what  is  wrong ; nor  ought  it  to  be  presumed, 
that  the  legislature  meant  to  use  a phrase  in 
an  unjustifiable  sense,  if  by  any  rules  of  Con- 
struction it  can  be  oven  strained  to  what  is 
just.  The  law  books  abound  with  similar 
instances  of  the  care  the  judges  take  of  the 
public  integrity.  Laws  moreover  abridging 
the  natural  rights  of  the  citizen  should  be 
restrained  by  rigorous  constructions  within 
their  narrowest  limits. 

Your  letter,  however,  points  to  a much 
broader  question,  whether  what  have  receiv- 
ed from  Mr.  Evans  the  new  and  the  proper 
name  of  Elevators  are  of  his  invention:  be- 
cause, if  they  are  not,  his  patent  gives  him 
ho  right  to  obstruct  others  in  the  use  of  what 
they  possessed  before.  1 assume  it  as  a lem- 
ma, that  it  is  the  invention  of  the  machine 
itself  which  is  to  give  a patent  right,  and 
not  the  application  of  it  to  any  particular 
purpose  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  If  one 
person  invents  a knife  convenient  for  point- 
ing our  pens,  another  cannot  have  a patent 
right  for  the  same  knife  to  point  our  pencils. 
A compass  was  invented  for  navigating  the 
sea  ; another  could  not  have  a patent  right 
for  using  it  to  survey  land.  A machine 
for  threshiug  ivheat  has  been  invented  in 
Scotland  ; a secoud  person  cannot  get  a pa- 
tent right  lor  the  same  machine  to  thresh 
oats  ; a third  rye  : a fourth  'pea's  ; a fifth  clo- 


ver, &c.  A string  of  buckets  is  invented 
and  used  for  raising  water,  ore,  &c.  can  a 
second  have  a patent  right  to  the  same  ma- 
chine for  raising  wheat,  a third  oats,  a fourth 
rye,  a fifth  peas,  &c.  ? The  question  then 
whether  such  a string  of  buckets  w as  invent- 
ed first  by  Oliver  Evans,  is  a mere  question 
of  fact  in  mathematical  history.  Now  turn- 
ing to  such  hooks  only  as  I happen  to  possess, 

I find  abundant  proof  that  this  simple  ma- 
chinery has  been  in  use  from  time  immemo- 
rial. Doctor  Shaw,  who  visited  Egypt  and 
the  fUrbary  coast,  in  the  years  17 27 — 8,  9, 
in  the  margin  of  his  map  of  Egypt,  gives  us 
the  figure  of  what  he  calls  a Persian  wheel, 
which  is  a string  of  round  cups,  or  buckets, 
hanging  on  a piuly,  over  which  they  revolve, 
bringing  up  water  from  a well,  and  deliver- 
ing it  into  a trough  above.  He  found  this 
used  at  Cairo,  in  a well  264  feet  deep,  which 
the  inhabitants  believe  to  have  been  a work 
of  the  patriarch  Joseph.  Shaw’s  Travels, 
341,  Oxford  edition  of  1738,  in  folio,  and  tho 
Universal  History,  I.  416,  speaking  of  tho 
manner  of  watering  the  high  lands  in  Egypt, 
says — ii  Formerly  they  made  use  of  Archi- 
medes’ Screw,  thence  named  the  Egyptian 
Pump;  but  they  now  generally  use  Wheels 
(Wal lowers)  which  carry  a rope  or  chain  of 
earthen  pots,  holding  about  7 or  8 quarts  a 
piece,  and  draw  the  water  from  the  canals. 
There  are  besides,  a vast  number  of  wells 
in  Egypt,  from  which  the  water  is  drawn  in 
the  same  manner  to  water  the  gardens  and 
fruit  trees;  so  that  it  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say,  that  there  are  in  Egypt  above  200,000 
oxen  daily  employed  in  this  labour.”  Shaw’s 
name  of  Persian  wheel  has  been  since  given 
more  particularly  to  a wheel  with  buckets, 
either  fixed  or  suspended  on  pins  at  its  pe- 
riphery.— Mortimer’s  Husbandry,  1, 18,  Du- 
hamel,  V.  Ferguson’s  Mechanics,  plate  13. 
But  his  figure,  and  the  verbal  description  of 
the  Universal  History,  prove,  that  the  string 
of  buckets  is  meant  under  that  name.  His 
figure  differs  from  Evans’  construction  in  the* 
circumstances  of  the  buckets  being  round, 
and  strung  through  their  bottom  on  a chain  ; 
but  it  is  the  principle;  to  wit,  a string  of 
buckets,  which  constitutes  the  invention,  not 
the  form  of  the  buckets,  round,  square,  or 
hexagon;  nor  the  maimer  of  attaching  them, 
nor  the  material  of  the  connecting  band, 
whether  chain,  rope  or  leather.  Vitruvius, 
L.  X.  c.  9,  describes  this  machinery  as  a 
windlass,  on  which  is  a chain  descending  t(» 
the  water,  with  vessels  of  copper  attached 
to  it ; the  windlass  being  turned,  the  chain 
moving  on  it  will  raise  the  vessels,  which  in 
passing  over  the  windlass,  w ill  empty  the 
water  they  have  brought  up  intna  reservoir  : 
and  Perrault,  in  his  edition  of  Vitruvius, 
Paris,  l«S4,  folio,  plates,  51,  .6.2,  gives  us 
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three  forms- of  these  water  elevators,  in  one  box  into  the  funnel  which  let  them  down  in" 
of  which  the  buckets  are  square,  as  Mr. ; to  the  furrows : lie  had  bands  with  different 
Evans’  are.  Bossut,  Histoire  ties  Mathema-j  setts  of  buckets,  adapted  to  the  size  of  peas, 
tiques,  1.  86,  says,  “ The  drum  wheel,  the  of  turnip  seed,  &e.  I have  used  this  machine 
wheel  with  buckets,  and  the  ciicipeteis,  are  i for  sowing  benni  seed  also,  and  propose  to 
hydraulic  machines,  which  come  to  us  from  have  a 


band 


of  buckets  for  drilling  Indian 


the  ancients  ; but  we  are  ignorant  of  the  corn,  and  another  for  wheat.  Is  it  possible 
when  they  began  to  be  put  into  use.”  


tim  # p 

The  chapelets  are  the  revolving  band  of  buck- 
ets, which  Shaw  calls  the  Persian  wheel, 
the  moderns  a chain  pump,  and  Mr.  Evans 
elevators.  The  next  of  my  books,  in  which 
I find  these  elevators,  is  Wolfs  Cqurs  de 
Mathematiques,  I.  370,  and  plate  1,  Paris. 
1747 — svo.  Here  are  two  forms;  in  one  of 
them  the  buckets  are  square,  attached  to 
two  chains,  passing  over  a cylinder  or  wal- 
lowcr  at  top,  and  under  another  at  bottom, 
hy  which  they  are  made  to  revolve.  It  is  a 
nearly  exact  representation  of  Evans’  eleva 
tors. 

Dcsai 


that  in  doing  this  I shall  infringe  Mr,  Evans’ 
patent?  That  I can  he  debarred  of  any  use 
to  which  I might  have  applied  my  drill  when 
I bought  it  by  a patent  issued  after  1 bought 
it. 

These  verbal  descriptions  applying  so  ex- 
actly to  Mr.  Evans’  Elevators,  and  the  draw  - 
ings exhibited  to  the  eye,  flash  conviction 
both  on  reason  and  the  senses  that  there  is 
nothing  new  in  these  elevators  hut  their  be- 
ing strung  together  hy  a strap  of  leather.  If 
this  strap  of  leather  be  an  invention  entitling 
the  inventor  to  a patent  right,  it  can  only  ex- 


But  a more  exact  one  is  to  be  seen  in  | tend  to  the  strap,  and  the  use  of  the  string  of 
_ jlier’s  Experimental  Philosophy,  II.  j buckets  must  remain  free  to  be  connected  by 
plate  34.  In  the  Encyclopedic  de  Diderot  chains,  ropes,  a strap  of  hempen  girthing, 
et  P’AlembertSvo.  edition  de  Lausanne,  1st! or  any  other  substance  except  leather;  but 


voh  of  plates,  in  the  four  subscribed  Hydrati 
lique,  noria,  is  one,  where  round  earthen 
pots  are  tied  by  their  collars,  between  two 
endless  ropes,  suspended  on  a revolving  ian- 
thern  or  w a! lower  ; this  is  said  to  have  been 
used  for  raising 


1 lower  , 

ore  out  of  a mine.  In  a book 


which  I do  not  possess,  “L’ Architecture 


indeed  Mr.  Martin  had  before  used  the  strap 
of  leather. 

The  screw  of  Archimedes  is  as  ancient  at 
least  as  the  age  of  that  mathematician,  who 
died  more  than  2000  years  ago.  Diodorus 
Siculus  speaks  of  it,  lib  1,  page  2 ! , and  lib  5, 
page  217,  of  Stevens’  edition  of  1359,  folio. 


Hydrauliqnc  de  Belidor,  the  II  vol.  of  which  and  Vitruvius,  X.  11.  The  cutting  of  its 
is  said  [De  La  Lande’s  continuation  of  spiral  worm  into  sections,  for  conveying  flour 
ivfdnfiiolu’8 RJetnirp  dps  Mathematimies.  HI.  or  grain,  seems  to  have  been  an  invention  of 


Montucia’s  Histoire  des  Mathematiques, III. 
711]  to  contain  a detail  of  all  the  pumps, 
ancient  and  modern,  hydraulic  machines, 
fountains,  wells,  &e.  1 have  no  doubt  this 

Persian  w heel,  chain  pump,  chapelets,  ele- 
vators. by  whichever  name  you  choose  to  call 
it,  will  be  found  in  various  forms.  The  last 
book  I have  to  quote  for  it  is  Proney’s  Ar- 
chitecture Hydrau lique,  I.  advertisement 


Mr.  Evans’,  and  to  be  a fair  subject  of  a pa- 
tent right,  but  it  cannot  take  away  from 
others  the  use  of  Archimedes’  screw,  with 
its  perpetual  spiral,  for  any  purpbses  of 
which  it  is  susceptible. 

The  Hopperboy  is  an  useful  machine  and 
as  far  as  I know  original.* 


__ w ^ , It  has  been  pretended  by  some  (and  inEn 

VIS.  and  sec’s  648,  649,  650,  in  the  latter  of  land  especially)  that  inventors  have  a 


which  passages  he  observes,  that  the  first 
idea  which  occurs  for  raising  water  is  to 
lift  it  in  a bucket  by  hand  ; when  the  water 
lies  too  deep  to  be  reached  by  hand,  the  buck- 
et is  suspended  by  a chain  and  let  down 
over  a pully  or  w indlass  ; if  it  be  desired  to 
raise  a continued  stream  of  water,  the  simp- 
lest means  w hich  offers  itself  to  the  mind  is 
to  attach  to  endless  chain  or  cord  a num- 
ber of  pots  or  buckets,  so  disposed  that  the 
chain  being  suspended  on  a lanthern  or  wal- 
hnver  above,  and  plunged  in  water  below, 
the  bucket  may  descend  and  ascend  alter- 
nately, tilling  themselves  at  bottom,  and 


a 
na- 

tural  and  exclusive  right  to  their  inventions; 
and  not  merely  for  their  own  lives,  but  in- 
heritable to  their  heirs:  but  while  it  is  a moot 
question,  w hether  the  origin  of  any  kind  of 
property  is  derived  from  nature  at  all,  it 
would  be  singular  to  admit  a natural  and 
even  an  hereditary  right  to  inventions.  It  is 
agreed  by  those  who  have  seriously  consid- 
ered the  subject,  that  no  individual  has,  of 
natural  right,  a separate  property  in  an  acre 
of  land:  for  instance,  by  an  universal  law  , 
indeed,  w hatever,  whether  fixed  or  moveable, 
belongs  to  ail  men  equally  and  ill  common, 
is  the  property  for  the  moment  of  him  who 
emptying  at  a certain- height  above,  so  as  to  [occupies,  it;  but  when  lie  relinquishes  the  oc- 
give  a constant  stream.  Some  years  before |cupat ion  the  property  goes  w ith  it.  Stable 
the  date  of  Mr.  Evans’  patent,  a Mr.  Alar-! ownership  is  the  gift  of  social  law,  and  is 
tin  of  Caroline  county,  in  this  state,  construe-!  I 

led  a drill  nlouerh,  in  which  he  used  the  band1  *The  M»JigTitcner*  author  was  DOt  su>pvise<J  of  the  depositions  eon* 
7 , . , ’ . . . , . ,.  tained  in  Xo.  III.  where  the  evidences  arc  so  conclusive  against  Mr* 

uuekcts  lor  elevating  t tic'  gram  i rom  tne  Ev»as  on  the  subtec, t of  the  nopp*r-i>o}  •. 
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given  late  in  the  progress  of  society : it  would 
be  curious  then  if  an  idea  the  fugitive  fer- 
mentation of  an  individual  brain,  could  of 
natural  right  be  claimed  in  exclusive  and 
stable  property.  If  nature  has  made  any 
cue  thing  less  susceptible  than  all  others  of 
exclusive  property,  it  is  the  action  of  the 
thinking  power  called  an  idea;  which  an 
individual  may  exclusively  possess  as  long 
as  he  keeps  it  to  himself,  but  the  moment  it 
is  divulged  it  forces  itself  into  the  possession 
of  every  one,  and  the  receiver  cannot  dispos- 
sess himself  of  it.  Its  peculiar  character 
too  is  that  no  one  possesses  the  less  because 
every  other  posseses  the  whole  of  it.  He  who 
receives  an  idea  from  me  receives  instruction 
himself  without  lessening  mine;  as  he  who 
lights  his  taper  at  mine  receives  light  with- 
out darkening  me.  That  ideas  should  free- 
ly spread  from  one  to  another  over  the  globe 
for  the  moral  and  mutual  instruction  of 
man  and  improvement  of  his  conditions, 
seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  and  benevolent- 
ly designed  by  nature  when  slie  made  them, 
like  fire,  expansible  over  all  space,  without 
lessening  their  density  in  any  point;  and  like 
the  air  in  which  we  breathe,  move,  and  have 
our  physical  being,  incapable  of  confinement 
or  exclusive  appropriation.  Inventions  then 
cannot  in  nature  be  a subject  of  property. 
Society  may  give  an  exclusive  right  to  the 
profits  arisiug  from  them  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  men  to  pursue  ideas  which  may  pro- 
duce utility.  But  this  may  or  may  not  be 
done  according  to  the  will  and  convenience 
of  the  society,  without  claim  or  complaint 
from  any  body.  Accordingly  it  is  a fact,  as 
far  as  1 am  informed,  that  England  was,  un- 
til we  copied  her,  the  only  country  on  earth 
which  ever  by  a general  law  gave  a legal 
right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  an  idea.  In 
some  other  countries  it  is  sometimes  done  in 
a great  case  and  by  a special  and  personal 
act;  but  generally  speaking  other  nations 
have  thought  that  these  monopolies  produce 
more  embarrassment  than  advantage  to  socie- 
ty: and  it  may  be  observed  that  the  nations 
which  refuse  monopolies  of  inventions  are  as 
fruitful  as  England  in  new  and  useful  de- 
vices. 

Considering  the  exclusive  right  to  inven- 
tion as  given,  not  of  natural  right,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  society,  1 know  well  the  diffi- 
culty of  drawing  a line  between  the  things 
which  are  worth  to  the  public  the  embarrass- 
ment of  ani  exclusive  patent  and  those  which 
are  not.  As  a member  of  the  patent  board 
for  several  years,  while  the  law  authorised  a 
hoard  to  grant  or  refuse  patents,  1 saw  with 
what  slow  progress  a System  of  general  rules 
could  be  matured.  Some  however  were  es- 
tablished by  that  board. — - — One  of  these 
wa,s  that  a machine  of  which  we  were  pos- 
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sessed,  might  he  applied  by  every  man  to  any 
use  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  and  that  this 
right  ought  not  to  he  taken  from  him  and 
given  to  a monopolist,  because  he  first  per- 
haps had  occasion  so  to  apply  it.  Thus  a 
screw  for  crushing  plaister  might  be  employ- 
ed for  crushing  corn  cobs,  and  a chain  pump 
for  raising  water  might  be  used  for  raising 
wheat — this  being  merely  a change  of  appli- 
cation Another  rule  w as  that  a change  of 
material  should  not  give  title  to  a patent,  as 
the  making  a plough  share  of  cast  rather 
than  of  wrought  iron;  a comb  of  iron  instead 
of  horn  or  of  ivory,  or  the  connecting  of 
buckets  by  a hand  of  leather  rather  than  of 
hemp  or  iron.  A third  was,  that  a mere 
change  of  form  should  give  no  right  to  a pa- 
tent; as  aliigh  quartered  shoe  instead  of  alow 
one,  around  hat  instead  of  a three  square, 
or  a square  bucket  instead  of  a round  one; 
but  for  this  rule  all  the  changes  of  fashion  in 
dress  would  have  been  under  the  (ax  of'  pa- 
tentees. These  w ere  among  the  rules  which 
the  uniform  decisions  of  the  board  had  al- 
ready established;  and  under  each  of  them 
Mr.  Evans’  patent  would  have  been  refused. 
1st,  Because  it  was  a mere  change  of  appli- 
cation of  the  chain  pump  from  raising  w ater 
to  raise  wheat.  2d,  Because  the  using  a lea- 
thern instead  of  a hempen  band  was  a mere 
change  of*  material : and  3rd) y,  square  buck- 
ets instead  of  round,  are  only  a change  of 
form;  and  the  ancient  forms  too  appear  to 
have  been  indifferently  square  or  round. 
But  there  were  still  abundance  of  eases 
which  could  not  be  brought  under  rule,  until 
they  should  have  presented  themselves  under 
all  their  aspects  ; and  these  investigations  oc- 
cupying more  time  of  the  members  of  (he 
board,  than  they  could  spare  from  higher  du- 
ties, the  w hole  was  turned  over  to  the  judi- 
ciary, to  be  matured  in  a system  under  w hich 
every  one  might  know  when  his  actions  were 
safe  and  law  ful,  Instead  of  refusing  a pa- 
tent in  thefirst  instance,  as  the  board  was  au- 
thorised to  do,  the  patent  now  issues  of  coarse 
subject  to  be  declared  void  on  such  princi- 
ples as  should  he  established  by  the  courts  of 
lawr.  This  business  however  is  but  little  an- 
alogous to  their  course  cf  reading,  since  we 
might  in  vain  turn  over  all, the  lubberly  vol- 
umes of  the  law  to  find  a single  ray  which 
would  lighten  the  path  of  the'mechanie  or 
mathematician;  it  is  more  within  the  informa* 
lion  of  a board  of  academical  professors,  and 
a previous  refusal  of  a patent  would  better- 
guard  our  citizens  against  harrassment  bv 
law  suits.  Rut  England  had  given  it  to  her 
judges,  and  the  usual  predominancy  of  her 
examples  carried  it  to  ours. 

It  happened  that!  had  myself  a mill  built 
in  the  interval  between  Mr.  Evans’s  firs« 
and  secpiid  patent^.  1 was  living  iu  Wasfi. 
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ington,  and  left  the  construction  of  the  mill 
entirely  to  the  mill-wright.  I did  not  even 
know  he  had  erected  elevators,  conveyors 
and  hopperboys,  until  1 learnt  it  by  an  appli- 
cation,  from  Mr.  Evans’s  agent  for  the  pa- 
tent price.  Although  I had  no  idea  he  had 
a right  to  it  by  law  (for  no  judicial  decision 
had  then  been  given)  yet  1 did  not  hesitate 
to  remit  to  Mr.  Evans  the  old  and  moderate 
patent  price,  which  wa&  what  he  then  ask- 
ed, from  a wish  to  encourage  even  the  useful 
revival  of  ancient  inventions.  But  I then 
expressed  my  opinion  of  the  law  in  a letter 
either  to  Mr.  Evans  or  to  his  agent. 

I have  thus,  sir,  at  your  request  given  you 
the  facts  and  ideas  which  occur  to  me  on  the 
subject.  I have  done  it  without  reserve,  al- 
though X have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
you  personally.  In  thus  frankly  committing 
myself  to  you,  I trust  you  will  feel  it  as  a 
point  of  honour  and  candour  to  make  no  use 
of  my  letter,  w hich  might  bring  disquietude 
on  myself;*  and  particularly  I should  be  un- 
willing to  be  brought  into  any  difference  w ith 
Mr.  Evans,  whom,  however,  I believe  too 
reasonable  to  take  offence  at  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  I esteem  him  much  and  sin- 
cerely wish  him  wealth  and  honour.  I deem 
him  a valuable  citizen  of  uncommon  ingenu- 
ity and  usefulness;  and  had  I not  esteemed 
still  more  the  establishment  of  sound  princi- 
ples I should  now  have  been  silent.  If  any 
of  the  matter  I have  offered  can  promote 
that  object,  I have  no  objection  to  its  being 
so  used.  If  it  offers  nothing  new',  it  will  of 
course  not  be  used  at  all, 

1 have  gone  with  some  minuteness  into  the 
mathematical  history  of  the  elevator,  be- 
cause it  belongs  to  a branch  of  science,  in 
which,  as  I have  before  observed,  it  is  not  in- 
cumbent on  lawyers  to  be  learned;  and  it  is 
possible,  therefore,  that  some  of  the  proofs  I 
have  quoted,  may  have  escaped  on  their  for- 
mer arguments. 

On  the  law  of  the  subject  I should  not  have 
touched,  because  more  familiar  to  those  who 
have  already  discussed  it,  but  I wished  to 
state  my  own  view  of  it  merely  in  justifica- 
tion of  myself;  my  name  and  approbation 
being  subscribed  to  the  act.  AVith  these  ex- 
planations, accept  the  assurances  of  my  res- 
pect. 

r TH:  RFFERSON. 

No.  II. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I the  subscriber  in 
companyAvith  William  Marshall,  occupied 
the  upper  mill  at  Stanton,  in  the  year  1785 
or  1786,  and  in  the  early  part  of  that  year 
did  erect  a set  of  Elevators  and  Hopper-boy 

* It  is  propel1  to  observe, that  though  the  author  did  not  at  the  time 
■writing  this  letter,  contemplate  its  publication,  yet  his  perjnission 
lias  since  been  obtained  to  use  it  in  the  promotion  of  right. 


which  we  kept  at  w ork  several  years,  that 
at  the  time  of  erecting  this  Machinery  I had 
no  knowledge  or  belie  f of  any  of  the  kind  be- 
ing erected  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere% 
and  that  after  the  said  Machinery  had  been  at 
w'ork  some  time  Oliver  Evans' called  at  the 
mill  to  seeitand  said  that  he  had  planned  in  his. 
head  a similar  sett  and  appeared  much  pleased 
with  the  operation  of  them.  That  the  said 
Oliver  had  nothing  of  the  kind  at  work  at 
the  time  nor  for  a considerable  length  of  time 
afterwards,  that  I knew  of,  and  that  the  said 
Oliver  resided  about  two  and  an  half  miles 
from  our  mill , and  that  1 never  saw7  any 
thing  of  the  kind  at  work  in  his  mill  for  more 
than  a year  after  we  had  the  Elevators  and 
Hopper-boy  at  work.  Our  Hopper-boy  was 
an  upright  shaft  revolving  round  with  an  arm 
not  exactly  like  the  one  now  in  use,  but  it 
was  upon  the  same  principle.  That  it  was 
extended  with  flights  to  draw7  the  meal  tow- 
ards  the  Hopper;  that  one  end  of  it  was  fast- 
ened in  the  shaft,  the  other  raised  up  to  fill 
the  meal  round  it,  and  as  it  drawed  the  meal 
into  the  Hopper  it  lowered.  And  I am  con- 
fident that  at  the  time  Oliver  Evans  applied 
for  the  patent  right  of  the  machinery,  had 
we  thought  it  an  object  w orthy  our  attention, 
we  could  have  prevented  him  from  obtaining 
his  patent,  as  the  legislature  of  this  state 
would  not  grant  a patent,  knowing  that  we 
were  the  inventors,  and  in  the  law  the  said 
mills  were  exempt,  and  w e could  have  had  a 
patent  right  secured  ourselves.  That  it  was 
generally  allowed  by  the  people  of  the 
neighbourhood  that  we  were  the  inventors  of 
the  Elevators,  &c.  and  that  the  said  Oliver 
Evans  did  not  receive  any  pay  from  me  for 
his  patent  right.  That  the  first  idea  of  the 
Elevators  originated  w ith  James  Stroud,  see- 
ing a band  turning  a rolling  screen  on  which 
a buckle  was  fixed,  and  as  it  revolved  round, 
the  buckle  catched  grains  of  wheat  at  the 
bottom  and  throwed  them  over  at  the  top;  he 
then  mentioned  that  by  putting  buckets  on 
the  said  strap,  it  would  raise  wheat  or  flour 
to  any  distance  he  would  chuse  and  empty  it 
at  the  top.  And  that  they  did  immediately 
erect  an  Elevator  on  that  plan,  which  is  the 
one  now  in  use,  and  I believe  that  no  im- 
provement has  been  made  since. 

Witness  my  hand,  January  5tli,  1813, 
SAMUEL  STROUD. 

Before  me,  Edward  Roche,  esquire,  Nota- 
ry and  Tabeilion  Public  for  the  State  of  Del- 
aware, duly  commissioned  and  authorized, 
residing  in  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  on 
this  fifth  day  of  January*  18 13,  personally 
came  Samuel  Stroud,  of  said  borough,  mer- 
chant, and  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  duly  ad- 
ministered, affirmed  and  declared  that  the 
facts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  certificate 
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signed  and  subscribed  by  him,  are  correct 
and  true. 

In  testimony  whereof,  f have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Notarial 
Seal,  January  5th,  1813. 

EDWARD  ROCHE. 

We  the  subscribers,  undermentioned,  do 
certify,  that  the  annexed  statement,  made 
and  subscribed  by  Samuel  Stroud,  is  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief,  just  and 
true,  and  that  notwithstanding  our  having 
heretofore  given  to  Oliver  Evans  our  depo- 
sitions relative  to  the  said  invention  : do  here- 
by declare,  upon  mature  reflection  and  con- 
sideration, and  say  that  the  said  deposition 
of  Samuel  Stroud  is  to  the  best  of  our  know- 
ledge correct.  The  reason  that  we  have 
s.aiil  Oliver  Evans  was  the  inventor  of  that 
machinery,  was,  that  the  said  Oliver  Evans 
told  us  so,  and  we  declared  we  had  no  f urther 
evidence  of  it ; that  as  to  the  Hopper-boy  in 
Marshall  and  Stroud’s  mill,  Oliver  Evans 
' never  claimed  to  be  the  inventor  of  the  first 
motion. 

Witness  our  hands  January  5th,  1813. 
JAMES  STROUD, 
EDWARD  MARSHLAL. 

No.  III. 

King  William  County , (Fa.)  to  wit: 

I hereby  certify,  thatCharlesLathom,  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
a magistrate  of  the  county  above  mentioned, 
on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1813,  and  made 
oath  to  the  two  following  interrogatories, 
touching  the  matters  therein  contained,  the 
answers  which  appear  below: 

1st.  Interrogatory. — At  what  time  did 
Major  Martin  first  invent,  construct  or  use 
the  drill-plough? 

2d.  Interrogatory. — Did  the  said  plough 
contain  an  elevator,  and,  if  so,  of  what  mate- 
rials was  the  elevator  constructed — was  the 
strap  revolving  round  rollers  made  of  leather 
or  what  other  substance:  and  of  what  mate- 
ials  were  the  buckets  attached  to  the  strap 
composed? 

To  the  1st  interrogatory  the  said  Charles 
Lath  *m  answereth,  that  the  said  MajorMar- 
tin  first  invented,  constructed,  or  used  the 
drill-plough,  with  elevators  confined  to  a rol- 
ler of  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  in  the 
year  1777,  or  1778  at  all  events. 

To  the  2d  interrogatory  the  said  Charles 
Lanthom  answereth  that  an  elevator  was 
used,  constructed  by  the  application  of  tin 
buckets  to  a wheel  at  the  time  abovementiou- 
ed,  to  wit,  1777,  or  1778.  Afterwards  the 
said  plough  contained  an  elevator,  which 
was  constructed  of  a leather  strap,  to  which 
was  fixed  cups  or  buckets,  which  appeared 
to  the  witness  to  be  cast  of  lead  or  pewter. 
The  said  cups  or  buckets  were  of  the  shape 


of  a thimble,  or  of  the  cup  of  an  acorn  ; re“ 
volving  around  two  rollers  of  wood  with  an 
iron  axle,  which  rollers  were  of  about  three 
inches  in  diameter,  and  six  inches  asander. 
The  distance  of  the  elevators  from  each 
other,  depended  upon  the  size  of  the  wheel 
that  ran  upon  the  ground  and  turned  them. 
The  said  cups  or  buckets  were  of  a size 
large  enough  to  carry  about  three  grains  of 
Indian  corn,  or  five  of  black-eyed  peas.  The 
time  when  the  said  elevator  was  used,  was 
in  or  before  the  year  1782,  as  the  witness 
fully  persuaded  he  then  saw  it. 

JOHN  ROANE. 
Stave  of  Virginia, 

King  William  County , to  wit: 

I Robert  Pollard,  Clerk  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify,  that  John 
Roaue,  Esquire,  who*e  hand  is  affixed  to  the 
foregoing  affidavit,  is  a magistrate  of  the 
county  of  King  William,  and  that  due  faith 
and  credit  ought  to  be  paid  to  all  his  acts 
and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
my  office  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this 
lltli  day  of  December,  1S13,  in  th© 
38th  year  of  the  Commonwealth. 
ROBERT  POLLARD,  C.  C. 

State  op  Virginia , 

King  William  County , to  wit: 

I Christopher  Tompkins,  presiding  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, do  certify,  that  Robert  Pollard,  whose 
certificate  is  hereunto  annexed,  is  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  said  county,  and  that  his  said 
certificate  is  in  due  form  of  law,  and  that 
due  faith  and  credit  is  aud  ought  to  be  given 
to  all  his  official  acts  as  well  in  courts  of  ju- 
dicature as  thereout.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this  11th  day  of  December  1813,  in  the  38th 
year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

CHRISTOPHER  TOMPKINS. 

No.  IV. 

King  William  County , (Fa.)  to  wit: 

I hereby  certify  that  Mildred  Martin  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  a 
magistrate  of  the  county  abovementioned,  on 
the  9th  day  of  December,  1813,  and  made 
oath  to  the  two  following  interrogatories, 
touching  the  matters  therein  contained,  the 
answers  to  which  appear  below: 

1st.  Interrogatory. — At  what  time  did 
Major  Martin  first  invent,  construct  or  uso 
the  drill  plough? 

2d.  Did  the  said  plough  contain  an  eleva- 
tor, and  if  so,  of  what  materials  was  the  ele- 
vator constructed — was  (he  strap  revolving 
round  rollers  made  of  leather,  or  what  oibej 
substance— -and  what  materials  wie  Hi? 
buckets,  attached  to  the  jtrsp3  ? i Xfinir., 
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To  the  1st  interrogatory  the  said  Mildred 
Martin  ansvvcreth  that  she  was  married  in 
the  year  1781  to  Major  Thomas  C.  Martin, 
and  in  tli£  spring  of  the  year  following,  to 
wit,  1782,  her  late  husband,  the  aforesaid 
Thomas  C.  Martin,  planted  a crop  of  Indian 
corn,  as  she  believes  with  a drill-plough, 
which  will  be  mentioned  more  at  large  in  her 
answer  to  the  second  interrogatory  above- 
mentioned.  To  the  first  abovementioned  in- 
terrogatory, she  farther  answereth  she  has 
3io  doubt  but  the  same  plough  was  used  in 
1782,  but  how  much  earlier,  or  when  the 
said  Thomas  C.  Martin  first  invented,  con- 
structed, or  used  the  said  drill-plough,  she 
does  not  know. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  the  said  Mil- 
dred Martin  answereth  that  the  said  drill- 
plough  did  contain  an  elevator  of  which  the 
following  is  the  description:  two  rollers,  one 
fixed  over  the  other,  around  which  a leather 
strap  was  passed  about  one  and  half  inches 
broad,  and  twenty  inches  long,  to  which 
small  tin  cups  or  buckets  of  a size  to  contain 
two  or  three  grains  of  Indian  corn  were  fas- 
tened— the  beforemen  tinned  strap  passed 
through  a hopper  or  box  containing  the  corn, 
and  the  corn  was  dropped  from  the  tin  cups 
or  buckets,  as  the  strap  passed  over  the  up- 
per roller — the  rollers  received  their  motion 
from  a wheel  fixed  to  the  plough,  and  com- 
municated the  motion  to  the  leather  strap. 
Give  i under  my  hand  this  9th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1813. 

WALKER  HAWES. 

S t’ai’e  of  Virginia , 

King  William  County , to  wit: 

I Robert  Pollard,  clerk  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  Walker 
Hawes, esq.  whose  hand  is  affixed  to  the  fore- 
going affidavit,  is  a magistrate  of  the  county 
of  King  William,  and  that  due  faith  and 
credit  ought  to  be  paid  to  all  his  acts  and 
deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony,  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set 
my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  my  of- 
fice to  be  hereunto  affixed,  the  11th  day 
of  December,  1813,  in  the  38th  year  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

ROBERT  POLLARD,  C.  C. 

Stai'e  of  Virginia , 

King  William  County , viz. 

I Christopher  Tomkins,  presiding  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
do  certify  that  Robert  Pollard,  whose  cer- 
tificate is  hereto  annexed,  is  clerk  of  the 
court  of  said  county,  and  that  his  said  certi- 
ficate is  in  due  form  of  law,  and  that  due 
faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  his  official  acts,  as  well  in  Courts  of  Ju- 
dicature as  thereout.  Given  under  my  hand 


this  1 1 th  day  of  December,  1813,  in  the  38lU 
year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

CHRISTOPHER  TOMKINS. 

No.  V. 

In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  and  for  the  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  third  Circuit. 

Oliver  Evans,  vs.  Sums  Case. 

Benjamin  Chambers,  vNo.19,  April. 
gentlemen , J iso-l. 

And  now  to  wit,  this  twenty-third  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1805. 

Ordered — That  the  depositions  of  wit- 
nesses, as  well  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  as 
of  the  defendant,  be  taken  and  read  in  evi- 
dence on  the  trial  of  this  cause,  in  ease  of 
the  death,  absence  or  inability  of  such  wit- 
ness to  attend  court  upon  the  trial  of  this 
cause. 

Rule— That  if  either  of  the  parties  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  attend  at  the  taking  of  the 
depositions,  on  fifteen  day’s  notice,  the  depo- 
sitions may  be  taken  ex  parte. 

A true  copy 

D.  CALDWELL,  Clk.  Circt.  Ct. 

The  annexed  depositions  were  taken  be- 
fore me  this  eleventh  day  of  January,  1806, 
in  pursuance  of  the  rule  of  court,  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  Hetich,  in  Chambersburg, 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and 
year  above. 

J.  MAXWELL,  Seal 

To  the  honourable  Judges , > " 

of  the  Circuit  Court.  £ 

CIRCUIT  COURT. 

Evans  1 Interrogatories  to  he  put  to 
vs.  i the  witnesses  who  may  be  ex- 
Chambers.  J aufiued  on  the  part  of  defend- 
ant. 

Inter,  l.  What  is  your  age?  profession  or 
employment? 

Inter.  2.  How  long  have  you  known  the 
mill  belonging  to  defendant?  When  did  you 
examine  it,  and  who  was  present? 

Inter.  3.  Describe,  particularly,  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  mill  belonging  to  defendant  in 
respect  to  which  this  action  is  brought. 

Inter.  4*.  If  you  have  seen  a Hopper-boy, 
in  use  in  any  mill  before  the  year  1786,  des- 
cribe the  same  particularly,  and  answer  the 
foil  owing  questions: 

1st.  Was  such  Hopper-boy  so  constructed 
that  the  arm,  which  played  on  the  meal, 
would  rise. of  itself,  as  well  as  lower  itself, 
to  suit  any  quantity  of  meal  that  might  be 
thrown  under  it. 

2nd.  Were  the  arms*  or  arm  which  played 
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on  the  meal  led  round  by  cords  or  leading 
lines  which  were  made  fast  at  their  ends, 
and  also  fast  to  another  arm  w hich  was  made 
fast  to  the  upright  shaft  near  the  upper 
end? 

3d.  Was  the  under  side  of  the  arm  set 
ith  little  inclining  boards  which  turned  up 

and 


time  into  the  bolting 


the  meal  to  expose  it  to  the  air  to  cool 
gather  it  at  the  same 
hopper? 

4th.  Was  the  arm  balanced  by  a weight 
which  hung  to  the  end  of  a cord  passing  over 
a pully  at  the  upper  end  oi  the  upright  shaft 
to  make  it  play  lightly  on  the  meal,  in  order 
that  it  might  require  little  force  to  turn  it 
and  to  make  it  rise  over  the  meal  of  itself  as 
the  miller  shovelled  it  up  in  a heap  round  t he 
bolting  hopper,  or  as  the  meal  should  fall 
from  the  elevator  without  stopping  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hopper-boy? 

Inter.  5 , Do  you  know  the  plaintiff*?  How' 
long  have  you  known  him?  Did  you  ever  see 
him  workiug  at  any  mill  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty?—if  yea,  mention  precisely  in  w hat  year; 
and  what  particular  mill  he  was  working  at. 

W.  RAWLE,  for  Plfc 
A in  the  Circuit  Court 

Oliver  Evans,  j of  the  United  States 
vs.  }>iu  and  for  the  Dis- 

Ben  j.  Chambers,  gen-  | trict  of  Pennsylvania, 
tleman.  J in  the  Third  Circuit. 

Sum’s  Case,  No.  1 U. 

April,  1 804. 

Franklin  County , Pennsylvania , set. 

On  this  eleventh  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  before  me,  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in 
and  for  Franklin  County,  in  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  house  of  Thomas  lletiek,  in  Chambers- 
burg,  appeared  George  Roupe,  burr-mill- 
stone-maker, who  being  by  me  legally  affirm- 
ed'to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  no- 
thing but  the  truth  between  the  partiesin  the 
above  eause/doth  say:  that  he  is  aged  forty- 
niue  years  and  upwards,  and  formerly  a mill- 
wright, and  now  a burr-mill-stone-maker; 
that  this  affirmant,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  or  very  early 
in  the  year  eighty-six,  built  a mill  for  George 
Fry  and  Jehu  Hollingsworth,  in  Dauphin 
County,  in  this  state,  wherein  he  put  a 
Hopper  machine,  calculated  to  convey  the 
flour  to  feed  the  bolt;  that  he  believes  that 
two  years  before  this,  he  pul  one  in  Bri- 
neman’s  mill,  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween the  Hopper  machine  made  by  this  af- 
firmant and  put  up  in  Fry’s  mill  and  the  Hop- 
per-boy in  Benjamin  Chambers’s  mill,  is  this, 
that  the  Hopper-boy  is  supported  by  weights 
to  prevent  it  from  sinking  too  deep  into  the 
flour;  and  the  Hopper  machine  made  by  af- 
firmant was  shorter  in  the  boards  underneath 


that  collect  in  the  flour  to  the  centre;  the 
cross  piece  in  the  Hopper-bov  in  captain 
Chambers’s  mill  is  long  and  straight,  and  the 
cross  piece  in  the  Hopper  machine,  made 
and  put  up  as  aforesaid,  was  put  in  the  form 
of  an  S,  but,  that  the  geers,  necessary  to 
work  both,  are  preeiselv  the  same,  and  the 
principle  mechanically  the  very  same. 

On  part  of  plaintiff : 

In  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  affirmant  says, 
that,  lie  has  already  answered  the  same  in  a former 
part  of  his  deposition. 

In  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  he  has  lived  in  Chamberstmrg  three  years, 

I during  which  time  he  has  known  the  mill  of  Ben- 
j i min  Chambers. — That  this  week  he  examined  the 
said  mill,  one  present. 

In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  there  is  an  upright  shaft,  a cross  piece 
with  the  shovels  fastened  on  them,  and  works  by 
the  bolting  geers. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  he  does  not  recollect  to  have  ever  seen  a 
hopper-boy  in  operation  before  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six.  The  hopper  machine, 
affirmant  made  for  George  Fry  and  Jehu  Hollings- 
worth, as  aforesaid,  he  did  not  see  in  operation 
for  some  time  after  the  mill  was  finished,  as  the 
race  was  not  dug  entirely  before  she  was  finished. 

In  answer  -to  the  first  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  he  regulated  the  motion  of  his  hopper 
machine  by  shortening  the  teeth  to  give  it  feed,  and 
when  it  had  too  little,  by  throwing  unbolted  fioup 
on  the  arms. 

Tu  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  the  hopper  machine  made  and  put  up  by 
him  at  Fry  and  Hollingsworth’s,  was  fastened  in  a 
square  shaft  and  not  led  round  bv  cords. 

In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  the  hopper  machine  he  made  and  put  up 
in  Fry  and  Hollmgswortifs  mill,  differs  only  from 
the  hopper-boy  in  Benjamin  Chambers’  mill  in  this, 
that  affirmant  nailed  on  the  under  side  of  the  cross 
piece  small  strips  of  boards — that  the  hopper-boy 
has  small  pieces  of  boards  or  shovels  sawed  in  the 
cross  piece,  but  the  effects  produced  by  both  are  the 
very  same-. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  he  had  no  balance  to  his  hopper  machine, 
except  as  before  stated  in  answer  to  first  interroga- 
tory, which  balance  he  always  found  to  answer  the 
end. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory,  affirmant  re- 
plies, that  he  knows  Oliver  Evans — I have  known 
him  about  three  years  since.  I never  saw  him  at 
work  at  any  mill  in  Lancaster  county  or  elsewhere. 
And  further  saith  not. 

GEORGE  llOUPE. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 7 
11th  January,  1806.  5 

J.  MAXWELL. 

Oliver  Evans  ^ In  the  circuit  court  of  the 

vs.  V United  States,  in  and  for  the 

Benjamin  Chambers,  ; district  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
gentleman.  J third  circuit. 

Sums,  Case  No.  19,  April,  1804. 

Franklin  county , state  of  Pennsylvania , set. 

On  this  eleventh  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  out 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  appeared 
before  me,  one  of  the  associate,  judges  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  in,  and  for  Franklin  county,  in 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  house  of  Thomas  lletiek,  in 
Chambers!; urg,  Henry  Stoidier,  of  said  county,  now 
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a farmer  and  formerly  a miller,  aged  fifty-four  years, 
who,  being,  by  me,  legally  affirmed  to  testify  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  in 
the  above  stated  cause,  doth  depose  as  follows  : That 
between  thirtv-five  and  forty  years  ago,  Christian 
Stouffer,  the  brother  of  this  deponent,  invented  and 
made  a machine  to  feed  the  bolting  chests  in  the  mill 
of  deponent’s  father,  Jacob  Stouffer,  who  then  lived 
in  Warwick  township,  Lancaster  county;  that  in  the 
vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
this  deponent  bought  a mill  of  Thomas  Usher,  near 
York-town,  in  Pennsylvania,  that  at  that  time  there 
was  no  machine  in  her  to  feed  the  bolts,  but  that  this 
deponent  got  his  brother  Daniel  Stouffer,  in  that 
year,  to  erect  one  similar  to  the  machine  that  was 
in  his  father’s  mill.  That  this  deponent  has  this 
morning  viewed  the  machine  in  the  mill  of  the  de- 
fendant of  which  the  plaintiff  complains,  and  is  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  it  does  in  no  particular  differ 
in  principle  from  the  machinery  for  feeding  the  bolts 
above  stated  by  him,  and  in  use  as  aforesaid  ; there 
is  some  difference  in  the  length,  but  its  movements 
are  governed  and  directed  by  the  same  mechanical 
principle;  that  this  deponent  saw  the  same  kind  of 
machine  in  use  and  operation  in  the  mill  of  John 
Stouffer,  deponent’s  brother  in  York  county  as  afore- 
said, about  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five. 

In  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  on  part  of 
plaintiff,  Henry  Stouffer  answers  as  follows  : 

1st.  That  deponent  is  now  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
now  a farmer,  but  formerly  a miller. 

Answer  to  the  second  interrogatory  says,  that  he 
has  resided  in  this  county,  near  Chambersburg, 
about  three  years,  during  which  time  he  has  known 
defendant  had  a mill  in  said  town,  that  he  examined 
it  this  morning  by  himself. 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory  says,  that  it  is 
worked  by  an  upright  shaft,  on  which  is  a large 
wheel  and  works  in  the  bolting  geers  ; that  there  is 
a cross  piece  of  wood  which  lies  on  the  flour  and 
collects  it  to  the  centre  to  feed  the  bolt. 

Answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory  says,  that  the 
machine,  which  he  has  mentioned  in  the  body  of  his 
deposition,  and  which  was  in  use  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  was  not 
called  by  the  name  of  a hopper-boy,  but  was  called 
a hopper  machine  ; and  in  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion arising  out  of  the  fourth  interrogatory  says,  that 
the  hopper  machine  which  he  knew  in  use,  as  above 
stated  would  lower  itself  to  suit  any  quantity  of  flour 
that  might  be  thrown  under  it,  but  that  its  own 
weight  kept  it  down. 

To  the  second  interrogatory,  deponent  says,  that 
the  hopper  machine  invented  and  made  by  his  bro- 
ther Christian,  was  woi-ked  with  cords  as  stated  in 
the  interrogatory  ; but  that  the  one  used  by  deponent 
near  York-town  had  no  cords,  deponent  believing 
they  were  of  no  use  and  the  machine  was  better 
without^tliem. 

To  third  interrogatory,  deponent  says,  that  there 
were  cross  pieces  nailed  on  the  under  side  of  the 
machines  by  him  before  stated  to  be  used  to  convey, 
and  that  did  well  convey  the  flour  to  the  centre,  but 
not  exactly  like  the  one  made  by  plaintiff,  but  an- 
swered the  same  end. 

Answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory  says,  that  the 
hopper  machine  before  mentioned  by  him  was  balan- 
ced bv  weights  to  regulate  its  motions  ; that  in- 
usiag  it  he  sometimes  hung  heavy  and  sometimes 
lighter  weights,  as  the  machine  required,  to  enable 
it  to  perforin. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory,  deponent  says, 
that  he  has  seen  Oliver  Evans  about  fourteen  years 
dilace  i that  said  Evans  slept  with  deponent  at  depo- 


nent’s brother’s  in  Montgomery  township,  Lanoag- 
ter  county  ; never  saw  him  at  work  in  any  mill  in 
Lancaster  county;  that  said  Evans  at  that  time  went 
with  deponent  through  deponent’s  brother’s  mill, 
where  there  was  a hopper  machine  as  before  describ- 
ed to  have  been  used  thirty-five  years  since,  that 
Evans  these  saw  it,  and  that  it  was  similar  to  Ben- 
jamin Chamber’s  machine,  for  which  deponent  un- 
derstands he  is  sued  by  Oliver  Evans  : that  the  ma- 
chine in  deponent’s  brother’s  mill,  which  Mr.  Evans 
saw,  was  made  upwards  of  thirty  years  since,  and 
that  Oliver  Evans  only  then  offered  for  sale  to  Iris 
brother  the  elevators  and  said  nothing  about  the  hop.* 
per-boy.  And  further  saith  not. 

HENRY  STOUFFER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  ? 

11th  January,  1806.  5 

J.  MAXWELL. 

Oliver  Evans,  "j  In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 

l United  States,  for  the  district 
vs‘  rof  Pennsylvania,  in  the  third 

Benjamin  Chambers.  J Circuit. 

Franklin  County , Pennsylvania . ss. 

On  this  eleventh  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  six,  before  me,  one  of  the  associate  judges  of 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  of  Franklin  county 
in  Pennsylvania,  appeared  Edward  Crawford,  Esq. 
prothonotary,  of  Franklin  countv,  who  being  bv  me 
legally  sworn,  doth  say  that  he  has  been  acquainted 
with  Abraham  Stouffer  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  with 
Henry  Stouffer  about  twenty-two  years,  and  with 
George  Roupe  about  two  years ; that  they  are  all 
men  of  property,  and  as  far  as  deponent  knows,  be- 
lieves, and  has  been  informed*  men  of  honesty  and 
truth.  And  further  saith  not. 

EDW  \RD  CRAWFORD. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  > 
me  11th  January,  1806  > 

J.  MAXWELL. 

Oliver  Evans,  In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 

vs.  I United  States  in  and  for  the 

Benjamin  Chambers,  f district  of  Pennslvania,  in  the 
gentleman.  J third  Circuit. 

Sums  Case,  No.  19,  April,  1804. 

Franklin  County , Pennsylvania , ss. 

On  this  eleventh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  appeared 
before  me,  one  of  the  associate  judges  in  and  for 
Franklin  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Hetich,  in  Chambersburg,  Abraham  Stouf- 
fer, of  said  county,  farmer,  aged  fifty-nine  years  and 
upwards,  who  being  by  me  legally  affirmed  to  testify 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
in  the  above  stated  cause,  doth  depose  as  follows ' 
That  between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  since,  Chris- 
tian Stouffer  invented  and  made  a machine  to  feed  the 
bolting  chests,  called  then  a hopper  machine,  in  the 
mill  of  deponent’s  father,  in  Warwick  township, 
Lancaster  county — that  this  deponent  built  a mill  in 
Maryland,  upwards  of  twenty  years  ago,  that  he  put 
in  her  a hopper  machine  similar  in  every  part  to  the 
one  made  by  Christian  Stouffer  as  aforesaid — that 
deponent  saw  the  same  machine  in  use  and  operation 
in  John  Stouffer’s  mill  and  Jacob  Stouffer’  smill  (that 
said  John  Stouffer  lived  near  York-town  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ol* 
eight.  That  deponent  has  seen  the  hopper-boy  in 
the  mill  of  Benjamin  Chambers,  and  is  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  it  does,  in  no  essential  particular,  differ 
from  the  same  kind  of  machine  that  deponent  knew 
to  be  used  thirty-five  or  forty  years  since  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  that  it  is  governed  by  the  same 
mechanical  principle,  and  that  the  difference  lies  in 
some  trifling  particulars.  That  Oliver  Evans  waited 
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on  deponent  in  Maryland  after  he  had  his  patent,  and 
only  proposed  to  sell  him  the  elevators,  and  did  not 
then  claim  the  hopper-boy  of  deponent,  although  he 
saw  it  then. in  use  in  his  mi  l. 

In  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  put  by  the 
j plaintiff,  affirmant  answers,  that  he  is  upwards  of 
fifty-nine  years  of  age,  a farmer. 

In  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  affirmant 
I says,  that  lie  has  resided  in  this  county,  one  mile 
from  Chambersburg,  upwards  of  thirteen  years,  that 
he  has  known  Benjamin  Chambers’  mill  about  six 
years— he  has  not  examined  since  about  a year. 

In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  it  is  worked  by  an  upright  shaft,  on  which 
is  a large  wheel  and  works  in  the  bolting  geers-—  that 
there  is  a cross  piece  of  wood  which  lies  on  the  flour 
and  collects  it  to  the  centre  to  feed  the  bolt. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  the  machine  which  he  has  mentioned  in 
the  body  of  his  deposition,  and  which  was  in  use 
about  thirty -five  or  forty  years  ago,  was  not  called  a 
“hopper-boy”  but  was  called  a hopper  machine  ; and 
in  answer  to  the  first  question,  arising  out  of  the 
fourth  interrogatory,  says,  that  the  hopper  machine 
which  he  knew  in  use,  as  above  stated,  would  lower 
itself  to  suit  any  quantity  of  flour  that  might  be 
thrown  under  it,  but  tnat  its  own  Weight  kept  it 
down. 

In  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  the  hopper  machine  invented  and  made  by 
his  brother  Christian  Stouffer  was  worked  with  cords 
as  stated  in  the  interrogatory. 

In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  affirmant  says, 
that  there  were  cross  pieces  nailed  on  the  under  side 
of  the  machine  by  him,  before  stated  to  be  used  to 
convey,  and  that  it  did  well  convey  the  flour  to  the 
centre,  but  not  exactly  like  the  one  made  by  plaintiff, 
but  answered  the  same  end. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory,  affirmant 
says,  that  the  hopper  machine,  mentioned  by  him 
before,  was  balanced  by  weights  to  regulate  its  mo- 
tions, and  which  answered  the  purpose  as  well  as 
Mr.  Evans’  plan. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory,  affirmant  says, 
that  he  lias  seen  Oliver  Evans — that  he  never  saw  him 
at  work  at  any  mill  in  Lancaster  county,  that  the 
, machine  in  deponent’s  mill,  which  Oliver  Evans  saw 
in  use  and  operation,  was  made  exactly  in  principle 
with  the  hopper-boy  in  Benjamin  Chambers’  mill,  and 
copied  from  the  one  invented  and  made  by  his  bro- 
ther Christian  Stouffer  as  aforesaid  That  Oliver 
Evans  pestered  deponent  to  purchase  the  elevators, 
but  did  not  mention  the  hopper-boy,  and  this  was 
after  Evans  had  got  his  patent.  And  further  saith 
not  ABRAHAM  STOUFFER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me  ? 
lltli  January,  1806.  5 

J.  MAXWELL 
United  States,  ) 

District  of  Pennsylvania , 5 

I certify  the  foregoing  to  be  true  and  faithful  co- 
pies of  the  originals,  filed  and  now  remaining  amongst 
the  records  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  and  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  third 
circuit,  in  my  office. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  at 
Philadelphia,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1813,  and  in  the  thirty -eighth  year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

D.  CALDWELL,  die.  Civet . Ct. 

No.  V. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  : 

l,  Lewis  Evans,  of  Anne  Arundle  county,  in  the 
stale  of  Maryland,  aged  fifty-two  years,  do  hereby 


certify  tlmt  I was  employed  by  Jonathan  Ellicott 
about  the  year  1785  or  1786  to  execute,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  my  brother  Joseph  Evans,  a plan  of  a 
spiral  screw,  which  he,  Jonathan  Ellicott,  intended 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  flour  in  the  bottom  of 
a bolting  chest  from  each  end  thereof  to  the  centre, 
where  the  flour  was  designed  to  fall  through  a hole 
into  the  flour  chest  below,  that  we  executed  the  plan 
under  the  direction  of  Jonathan  Ellicott,  and  found 
it  to  answer  the  purpose  completely. 

That  sometime  after,  but  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1789,  Oliver  Evans  came  to  Ellicotts’  lower 
mills,  on  Patapsco,  when  the  beforementioned  screw 
was  in  operation  ; that  Jonathan  Ellicott  in  my  pre-. 
sence  observed  to  the  said  Oliver  Evans  that  his 
screw  would  be  a valuable  appendage  to  his,  Evans’s 
elevators  ; that  it  would  supply  them  with  wheat  or 
meal,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  place  them  in  any 
part  of  the  mill.  Upon  which  he,  Jonathan  Ellicott, 
opened  the  bolting  chest  for  the  purpose  of  shew- 
ing the  said  screw  to  Oliver  Evans,  that  he,  Oliver 
Evans,  on  seeing  the  screw,  observed  that  it  was  a 
valuable  improvement,  and  was  the  very  tiling  which 
he  had  been  wanting,  but  heretofore  had  never  been 
able  to  discover  it,  and  that  it  would  completely  an- 
swer the  purpose  lie,  Jonathan  Ellicott,  had  describ- 
ed. Oliver  Evans  further  obsened,  he  knew  how  to 
convey  wheat  and  flour  in  a perpendicular  direction, 
but  never  before  knew  how  to  convey  it  horizontally. 

The  above . is  substantially  the  import  of  what 
passed  on  that  occasion,  if  not  the  precise  words. 

LEWIS  EVANS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  ? 

the  8th  day  of  December,  1812.  > 

True  copy,  OWEN  DORSEY. 

At  the  same  time,  personally,  appeared  John  Elli- 
cott,  of  John,  who  being  duly  affirmed,  according 
to  law,  declared  he  was  present  at  the  time  alluded 
to,  in  the  above  certificate,  when  the  conversation, 
between  Jonathan  Eilicott  and  Oliver  Evans  took 
place ; and  that  the  same  is  substantially  true  as 
therein  stated,  and  that  in  consequence  of  Jonathan 
Ellicott’s  being  the  inventor  of  the  application  of 
the  screw  to  the  removing  of  flour,  meal  and  wheat, 
the  said  Oliver  Evans  agreed  that  the  said  Jonathan 
Ellicott  should  have  his  permission  to  use  the  eleva- 
tors and  hopper-boy  in  all  the  mills  in  which  he  was 
interested,  during  the  term  of  his  patent  obtained 
from  the  state  of  Maryland  ; and  for  which  the  said 
Evans  gave  a permit,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and 
said  Jonathan  Ellicott  agreed  on  his  part,  that  the 
said  Oliver  Evans  should  have  the  right  and  privilege, 
during  the  same  term,  of  using  Ins  invention  of  the 
application  of  the  screw  fertile  above  purpose. 

Affirmed  to  before  OWEN  DORSEY. 

True  copy 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  * 

I Joseph  Evans,  of  Baltimore  county,  in  the  state 
of  Maryland,  aged  about  fifty-nine  years,  do  hereby 
certify  that  Jonathan  Ellicott,  some  time  heforq  the 
year  1785  or  1786,  informed  me  that  he  had  invented 
several  ways  of  conveying  wheat,  flour  or  other  sub- 
stance, in  a horizontal,  ascending  or  descending  di- 
rection, to  wit,  by  means  of  a spiral  screw,  by  a 
band  revolving  lound  pullies  or  rollers,  with  block* 
fastened  on  the  band,  which  lie  called  a drag,  or  by 
the  subtance  intended  to  be  removed,  falling  on  the 
top  of  a band,  revolving  on  rollers  or  pullies,  which 
was  turned  by  the  gravitation  of  such  substance, 
which  lie  called  a descender.  That  in  the  year  1785 
or  1786  I was  employed  by  the  said  Jonathan  Ellicott 
to  execute  the  plan  of  a spiral  screw  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  flour  in  the  bottom  of  a boiling  chest, 
from  each  end  thereof  to  the  ecu'  re*  when  the  flour 
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was  designed  to  fall  through  a hole  in  the  flour  chest  means  you  publish  in  your  advertisement,  of  your 
heiow,  that  with  the  assistance  of  mv  brother  Legist  patent  wind  machine, ’dated  Sent.  7th  ; tlie  priuci- 


Evans  we  executed  the  plan  under  his  direction,  and 
found  it  to  answer  the  purpose  completely.  That 
afterwards  I executed  conveyors  forthe  said  Jonathan 
Ellicott  in  all  the  different  ways  abovementioned,  that 
I have  executed  for  him  screws  in  all  the  ways  I 
have  ever  seen  since,  both  with  iron  and  wooden 
flights,  with  both  broken  and  continued  spires  ; that 
1 have  never  seen  any  plan  of  a screw  winch  in  my 
opinion  was  equal  (for  the  purpose  of  conveying  sub- 
stances) to  the  one  I first  assisted  in  making. 

That  I have  followed  the  business  of  a mill-wright 
during  a considerable  part  of  my  life,  and  have  seen, 
I believe,  screws  in  all  the  different  modes  that  have 
been  made.  JOSEPH  EVANS. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to,  before  me,  the  sub- 
scriber, one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  for 
Baltimore  countv,  December  8th,  1812. 

OWEN  DORSEY. 

A true  copy  from  the  original. 

No.  VI. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscriber,  an  inhabitant  of 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,-  respectfully  repre- 
sents— that  your  memorialist  has  discovered  and 
applied  a new1,  and,  as  he  believes,  a very  beneficial 
improvement  in  the  art  of  milling,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  wind  to  the  purpose  of  conveying  wheat  and 
flour  from  one  part  of  the  mill  to  another;  that  the 
invention  is  different  in  principle  from  any  discovery 
heretofore  practised  for  that  purpose;  accomplishing 
the  same  end  by  less  complex  and  expensive  means, 
at  the  same  time  relieving  the  manufacturer  from 
many  of  the  inconveniences  and  objections  that  are 
justly  attributable  to  the  usual  method  by  elevators, 
conveyors,  &.c.  That  your  memorialist  did,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten,  and  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
v eight  hundred  and  twelve,  obtain  from  the  patent 
office  of  the  United  States,  where  his  specification 
• is  filed  and  model  deposited,  a patent,  vesting  in 
him  the  exclusive  right  to  his  invention,  agreeably 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  such  cases  pro- 
vided, intending  to  sell  the  privilege  to  use  said  in- 
vention at  the'  moderate  price  of  thirty  dollars  for 
each  mill,  a sum  that  whilst  it  would  not  oppress 
a ny  to  pay,  would  amply  remunerate  him  for  all  the 
time  and  expence  employed  in  bringing  to  perfection 
an  invention  so  beneficial  to  the  community.  But  to 
the  great  mortification  and  disappointment  of  your 
memorialist,  he  finds  that  neither  hi  ipse  If,  nor  his 
fellow-citizens,  will  be  permitted  to  profit  by  the 
said  improvement,  if  a certain  Oliver  Evans  should 
succeed  in  a suit  he  has  instituted  against  your  me- 
morialist, to  recover  damages  for  what  he  alledges 
an  infringement  of  his  exclusive  right  to  the  improve- 
ments in  the  art  of  milling,  granted  him  by  a law  of 
congress,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January,  1808, 
and  which,  from  late  decisions  in  some  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  there  appears  too  much  reason 
to  fear  he  will. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  prays  that  your  ho- 
norable body  will  reconsider  the  law  unejer  which 
the  said  Evans  claims  his  monopoly,  and  grant  such 
relief  as  you,  in  your  wisdom,  may  deem  proper  ; 
and  your  petitioner  Will,  &c. 

JEREMIAH  DAILY. 
Hast  Marlborough,  Chester  county, 

Pennsylvania , December  6th,  1813. 

No.  VII. 

Mars  Works f Philadelphia,  Oct.  18,  1811. 

Sir — I send  you  this  to  let  you  know  that  my  pa- 
tent cannot  be  evaded,  more  especially  by  the 


pies  of  which  I have  known,  and  been  well  acquaint- 
ed with  ever  since  about  the  year  1787  or  1788, 
twenty-three  years.  If  you  wish  to  know  who  in- 
vented it  so  along  ago,  enquire  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Ellicott. 

If  you  do  not  publish  a counter  advertisement, 
declaring  that  you  will  not  put  your  machine  into 
operation,  having  found  that  to  be  an  infringement  of 
my*  patent,  and  let  me  know  it  before  1 commence  a 
suit  against  you,  I will  try  what  damages  I can  re- 
cover of  you  (and  of"  every  ore  who  may  use  your 
machine)  for  the  infringement ; for  I do  assure  you 
that  I cannot  believe  that  you  were  actuated  by  that 
laudable  desire  of  making  a useful  impovement,  be- 
cause there  was  no  need  thereof ; all  that  was  neces- 
sary in  the  case  was  already  discovered  in  use;  but 
by  a sordid  and  unjust  desire  to  deprive  me  of  my 
j ust  rights,  and  which  I hope  to  be  able  to  prove  to 
any  court  and  jury  and  to  recover  ample  damages 
for  the  injury  you  have  already  done  me  and  the 
millers  also,  by  keeping  them  in  suspence,  expecting 
to  get  of  you,  perhaps,  at  a cheaper  rate  a license  to 
use  the  principles  of  the  improvement  which  I have 
patented,  and  which  is  so  beneficial  to  them,  and  for 
which  1 have  no't  yet  charged  more'  than  three  dol- 
lars for  every  $>100  they  may  gain  by  their  use.  I 
candidly  send  you  a copy  of  my  patent  that  you  may 
shew  it  to  your  counsel  and  take  advice  on  it. 

Sir,  your  obed’t  ser’t, 

OLIVER  EVANS. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Baity. 

No.  VIII. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellicott , 

Sir — Notice  is  hereby  given  to  you,  that  the  fol- 
lowing act  has  been  passed  bv  congress  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
secretary  of  state,  on  application  in  writing  by  Oliver 
Evans,  to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  in  the 
manner  and  form  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled,  “An 
act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,” 
thereby  granting  to  said  Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  a term 
not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  the  full  and  exclusive 
right  and  liberty  of  making’,  constructing,  using,  and 
vending  to  be  used,  his  invention,  discovery  and 
improvements  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour  and 
meal,  and  in  the  several  machines,  which  he  has  dis- 
covered, invented,  improved  and  applied  to  that 
purpose  : Provided,  That  no  person  who  may  have 
heretofore  paid  the  said  Oliver  Evans  for  license  to 
use  the  said  improvements  shall  be  obliged  to  renew 
said  license,  or  be  subject  to  damages  for  not  renew- 
ing the  same  : And  provided  also.  That  no  person 

who  shall  have  used  the  said  improvements,  or  have 
erected  the  same  for  use,  before  the  issuing  of  the 
said  patent,  shall  be  liable  to  damage  therefor.* 

J.  B.  V ANNUM, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
GEO.  CLINTON, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
president  of  the  senate. 

ApritovED.  TIL  JEFFERSON. 

January  21,  1808.  

* As  congress  appears,  by  tins  act,  to  have  as- 
sumed as  a fact,  that  Oliver  Evans  was  the  original, 
inventor  of  the  improvements  for  which  he  obtained 
his  patent- — it  is  for  jurists  to  decide  whether  that 
point  is  open  to  enquiry  in  courts  of  judicature* 
without  the  assent  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  qovmsel. 


IS 
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On  the  22d  flay  of  January,  1808,  letters  patent 
were  granted  to  Oliver  Evans,  pursuant  to  the  above 
recited  act,  securing  to  him  an  exclusive  right  in 
his  original  improvements  in  the  art  of  manufac- 
turing Hour  and  meal,  and  in  the  several  machines 
which  he  has  invented  or  improved,  and  applied  to 
that  purpose,  viz.  his  improved  elevator,  conveyor, 
drill,  hepperboy  and  kiln-drier. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  requested  to  pay  for 
license  to  use  those  of  his  improvements  which  you 
have  in  use  in  your  mills  situate  on  Gwynn’s  falls,  in 
the  county  of  Baltimore,  in  the-state  of  Maryland,  at 
the  following  rates  for  the  whole,  exclusive  of  the 
kiln  drier. 

The  price  of  license  for  the  whole  patent  term  is 
the  sum  which  is  saved  by  their  use  in  the  expense 
of  labor  only  for  one  year — estimating  the  wages  and 
boarding  of  a miller  at  $>300  per  year,  and  allowing 
that  for  every  20  barrels  of  flour  the  mill  will  manu- 
facture in' 24  hours  one  hand  is  saved,  or  300  dollars 
a year,  which  is  equal  to  15  dollars  for  each  barrel 
manufactured  in  one  day.  Therefore  multiplying  the 
number  of  barrels  the  mill  will  manufacture  in  one 
day  by  15,  gives  the  price  of  license  for  the  whole 
patent  term.  Supposing  the  mill  to  run  200  days 
per  year. 

Mill-stones  7 feet  diameter  will  manufacture  49  bbls.  per  day. 


6 fret  6 inches 

ditto 

42 

ditto 

6 feet 

ditto 

36 

ditto 

5 feet  6 inches 

ditto 

30 

ditto 

5 feet 

ditto 

2 a 

ditto 

4 feet  6 inches 

ditto 

20 

ditto 

4 fret  3 inches 

ditto 

18 

ditto 

4 feet 

ditto 

16 

ditto 

Your  mill  mns  two  pair  of  7 feet  stones  at  a time, 
and  will  manufacture  ninety -eight  barrels  of  flour  in 
twenty-four  hours,  which,  multiplied  by  15,  amounts 
to  §1470,  saved  to  you  in  wages  and  boarding  of 
millers  each  year,  if  you  use  the  whole.  This  sum 
with  interest  on  it  until  paid,  counting  from  the  time 
you  began  to  use  the  improvements.  With  my  patent 
term,  is  demanded  for  license  to  use  the  whole,  ex- 
cepting the  kiln-drier. 

But  after  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  from  the  de- 
livery of  this  notice,  if  license  be  not  purchased,  an 
additional  demand  will  be  made  of  the  interest  on  the 
whole  sums  saved  you,  in  the  wages  and  boarding  of 
millers,  as  it  accumulates,  until  license  be  purchased, 
counting  from  January  22d,  1813. 

That  is,  you  now  owe  me  §1470  with  5 2-3  years 
interest,  next  year  you  will  owe  me  the  ^ame  sum 
with  6 2-3  years  interest,  and  the  interest  on  §1470 
saved  in  that  year  and  so  on.  The  whole  sum  thus 
saved  hereafter,  goes  on  interest  until  you  purchase 
license.  You  are  allowed  to  retain  the  principal, 
paying  interest  thereon  for  the  future,  use  of  the 
improvements  until  you  purchase  license. 

But  if  you  now  choose  to  quit  the  use  of  them,  and 
pay  interest  only  up  to  the  present  time,  it  will  be 
received  in  full  payment  for  their  past  use.  But  if 
you  refuse  to  comply  with  either  of  those  terms  suit 
will  be  commenced  immediately. 

If  any  circumstance  exist  to  entitle  you  to  a de- 
duction, it  will  be  made  accordingly. 

Elevating  and  conveying  grain  is  deemed  one-third 
part  of  the  whole  improvement. 

Elevating  and  conveying  meal  one-third  part. 
Cooling  the  rr^eal  and  attending  the  bolting  hop- 
per one-third  part. 

The  price  of  license  to  use  one-third  part  is  half 
the  whole. 

The  price  of  two-third  parts  is  three-fourths  of 
the  price  of  the  whole. 

You  use  the  whole  improvements  excepting  the  kiln- 
drier,  cn.l  the  price  of  license  is  §1,470,  with  the 
interest,  from  22d  January,  1^08,  the  date  of  my 
present  patent,  until  paid. 


Those  who  have  used  my  improvements 
to  two  pair  of  six  feet  stones,  making 
72  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  have  saved 
in  wages  and  hoarding  of  millers,  1080 
dollars  per  year,  which  for  five  years 
expired  of  my  patent  term,  is  §5,400  00 

Seventy-two  barrels  per  day,  for  only  200 
days  per  year,  is  14,400  barrels  per 
year,  which  at  50  cents  gain  each  bar- 
rel (as  was  proved  by  the  witnesses  in 
the  late  trials  at  Baltimore,  to  be  gain- 
ed by  making  more  and  better  superfine 
flour)  is  7200  dollars  per  year,  which 
for  five  years  is  36,000  00 


Total  gained  in  five  years  §41,400  00 

This  calculation  is  made  to  show  you,  that  you 
have  gianed  enough  already  to  enable  you  to  pay  for 
license,  and  to  entitle  me  to  my  demand,  even  sup- 
posing your  mill  to  work  but  two-thirds  of  each  vear. 

OLIVER  EVANS. 

Delivered  to  on  the  day  of 

requesting  him  to  call  on  Nathaniel  Williams,  agent 
for  Oliver  Evans,  for  license. 

The  price  of  98  barrels  per  day,  multipli- 
ed by  §15,  is  §1,470  00 

Interest,  from  22d  January,  1808,  up  to 
October  22d,  1813,  being  five  years  and 
nine  months,  is  517  1*5 

Interest  on  §1470,  to  be  saved  this  year  in 
labor,  for  nine  months  past,  counting  ii|6 
to  22d  October*  is  66  15 


§2,053  30 

No.  IX. 

Report  of  the  committee,  to  -whom  were  referred  the 

memoriala  of  JoKn  Worthington , and  others , and 

Oliver  Evans. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  Feb.  22d,  1813. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memorials  of  John  Worthington  and 
others,  and  of  Oliver  Evans,  Retorted  ; 

That  the  subject  of  the  memorials  is  of  considera- 
ble interest  and  importance  to  the  community,  and 
involves  difficulties  which  would  require  more  time 
and  patient  investigation  fully  to  understand,  thaw, 
can  be  bestowed  upon  it  during  the  remnant  of  the 
present  session. 

The  committee  confine  themselves  to  stating,  that 
the  grievance  complained  of  by  the  memorialists  first 
mentioned,  proceeds  from  an  act  of  congress,  pass, 
fed  the  21st  day  of  January  in  the  year  1808,  where- 
by a patent  which  had  before  that  time  been  grant- 
ed to  Oliver  Evans,  for  fourteen  years,  for  certain 
mill  machinery,  and  which  had  expired  by  its  own 
limitation,  was  renewed  and  continued  for  fourteen 
years  from  the  date  of  the  act.  It  appears  tiiat  in 
the  interval  between  the  expiration  and  renewal  of 
the  patent,  several  grist  mills  were  erected,  into 
which  the  iise  of  Mr.  Evans’  machinery  was  intro- 
duced. 

By  a judicial  construction  of  the  act  of  congress, 
it  is  held,  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  machinery  after 
the  passing  of  the  act,  without  the  licence  of  the 
patentee,  although  the  mill  and  machinery  were 
constructed  when  no  patent  or  exclusive  right  ex- 
isted. 

Tt  also  appears  that  the  price  at  which  Mr.  Evans 
rated  his  licenses  before  the  act  of  1808,  for  one 
water  wheel,  was  from  30  to  40  dollars. 

Since  that  act,  his  prices  has  been  gradually  aug- 
mented, and  he  now  requires  from  3 to  400  dollars, 
for  the  machinery  used  in  the  manufacture  of  flour, 
by  each  pair  of  stones  of  six  feet  diameter. 
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In  a single  mill  having  several  pair  ©f  stones,  a 
demand  was  made  of  2,200  dollars  for  the  use  of  the 
machinery. 

The  machinery  is  undeniably  of  great  importance 
to  the  public,  but  the  increased  and  increasing  prices 
of  the  patentee,  threaten  the  imposition  of  an  in- 
tolerable burthen  upon  a Very  useful  and  important 
class  of  manufacturers. 

The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend 
any  specific  relief  in  the  case,  and  conceiving  that  it 
deserves  more  attention  than  it  can  receive  during 
the  present  session,  consider  that  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  abstain  from  acting  upon  the  subject  at  this 
time,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  maturer  consideration  of 
the  ensuing  congress.  The  following  resolution  is 
submitted  : 

Resolved , That  the  committee  to  whom  were  in- 
ferred the  memorials  of  John  Worthington,  and 
others,  and  of  Oliver  Evans,  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  said  me- 
morials. 

No.  X. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  being 
either  practical  millers  or  experienced  in  the  manu- 
facture of  flour,  having  seen  several  statements  made 
by  Oliver  Evans,  tending  to  induce  a belief  that  a 
much  greater  quantity  ©f  flour  can  be  made  from 
any  given  quantity  of  wheat,  by  the  use  of  certain 
machinery,  for  which  he  has  obtained  a patent,  than 
can  otherwise  be  made — and  being  called  on  to  state 
our  opinions  on  the  subject,  we  do  hereby  declare 
that  from  experience,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
machinery  known  by  the  name  of  Evans’  machinery, 
is  only  calculated  to  save  manual  labor.  In  its  applica- 
tion it  merely  conveys,  in  the  first  place,  the  wheat 
to  the  mill  stones,  where  it  is  ground,  and  after- 
wards the  meal  to  the  bolting  reel,  where  the  flour 
and  bran  are  separated,  this  is  the  whole  agency 
this  machinery  has  in  the  manufacture  of  flour,  there- 
fore the  mill  stones  and  bolting  cloths  being  the  only 
agents  in  separting  from  each  other  the  constituent 
parts  of  the  wheat,  to  wit,  the  flour  and  bran,  it  is 
evident,  that  if  the  wheat  is  introduced  to  the  one, 
and  the  meal  to  the  other,  the  means  used  to  accom- 
plish it,  can  make  no  difference  in  the  quantity  of 
flour  that  will  be  produced. 

We  do  therefore  without  hesitation  say  that  a« 
great  a quantity  of  flour  of  equal  quality  can  be  made 
from  any  given  quantity  of  wheat  without  the  use 
of  the  said  machinery  as  can  possibly  be  made  with  it. 

JAMES  OGLEBY, 

SAMUEL  BYRNES, 
WILLIAM  EVANS, 
SHEPPARD  & M'CONKY. 
JOSEPH  SCOTT. 

Baltimore,  December  10,  1813. 

The  names  hereunto  affixed  are  respectable  mil- 
lers, and  men  of  integrity,  veracity  and  honor  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  whose  declarations  and  signatures 
deserve  to  be  received  as  coming  from  the  best 
source  ©f  information  on  the  subject  alluded  to. 

EDWD.  JOHNSON, 
JSlayov  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Subjoined  is  a copy  of  the  specification  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  upon  which  Oliver 
Evans  obtained  a renewal  of  his  patent. 

'To  all  -whom  these  presents  shall  come , greeting  : 

I certify.  That  the  annexed  is  a true  copy  of  a 
specification  of  inventions  and  improvements  in  the 
process  of  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour  or  meal, 
for  which  Oliver  Evans  obtained  a patent,  January 
22 d*  A.  D..  1808, 


In  faith  whereof,  I James  Monroe,  secretary  for  tlid 
department  of  state  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, have  signed  these  presents,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  my  office  to  be  affixed  hereto,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  this  twentieth  day  of  November; 

A.  D.  1812,  and  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  the 
independence  of  the  said  states. 

JAS.  MONROE. 

SPECIFICATION 

Of  Oliver  Evans’s  inventions  of  improvements  in 
the  process  of  the  art  of  manufacturing  grain  into 
flour  or  meal ; and  for  other  purposes. 

My  first  principle  is  to  elevate  the  meal  as  fast  asf 
it  is  ground,  in  small  separate  parcels,  in  continued 
succession  and  rotation,  to  fall  on  the  cooling  floor, 
to  spread,  stir,  turn  and  expose  it  to  the  action  of 
the  air,'  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  keep  it  in  con- 
stant and  continual  motion,  from  the  time  it  is 
ground,  until  it  be  bolted  • this  I do  to  give  the  air 
full  action,  to  extract  the  Superfluous  moismre  from, 
the  meal,  While  the  heat  generated  by  the  friction  of 
grinding,  Will  repel  and  throw  it  on,  and  the  more 
effectually  dry  and  cool  the  fneal  fit  for  bolting  in  the 
course  of  the  operation,  and  save  time  and  expend*; 
to  the  miller.  Also  to  avoid  all  danger  from  fermen- 
tation by  its  laying  warm  in  large  quantities  as  is 
usual;  and  to  prevent  insects  from  depositing  their 
eggs  Whiph  may  breed  the  wPrms  often  found  in 
good  flour.  And  further  to  complete  this  principle, 
so  as  to  dry  the  meal  more  effectually,  and  to  cause- 
the  flour  to  keep  sweet  a longer  space  of  time,-  I 
mean  to  increase  the  heat  of  the  meal  as  it  falls 
ground  from  the  milLstones  by  the  application  of 
heated  air,  that  is  to  say,  l kiln-dry  the  meal  as  it  is 
ground  instead  of  kiln-drying  the  grain  as  usual. 
The  flour  will  be  fairer  and  better  than  if  made  from 
kiln-dried  grain,  the  skin  of  which  is  made  so  brittle, 
that  it  pulverizes  and  mixes  with  the  flour.  This 
principle  I apply  by  various  machines  which  I have 
invented,  constructed  and  adapted  to  the  purposes 
hereinafter  specified,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

My  second  principle  is  to  apply  the  poWer  that 
moves  the  mill  or  other  principal  machine  to  work 
my  machinery,  and  by  them  to  perform  various  ope- 
rations, which  have  always  heretofore  been  perform- 
ed by  manual  force;  and  thus  greatly  to  lessen  the 
expence  and  labor  of  attending  mills  and  other' 
works. 

The  application  of  these  principles,  including  tfia€ 
of  kiln-drying  the  meal,  during  the  process  of  the 
manufacture  or  otherwise  to  the  improvement  of  the 
process  of  manufacturing  flour  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, is  what  I claim  as  my  invention  and  improve- 
ment in  the  art,  as  not  having  been  known  or  used 
before  my  discovery,  knowing  well  that  the  princi- 
ples once  applied  by  one  set  of  machinery  to  produce 
the  desired  effect,  others  may  be  contrived  and  va- 
riously constructed,  and  adapted  to  produce  like 
effects  in  the  application  of  the  principles,  but  per- 
haps none  to  produce  the  desired  effect  more  com- 
pletely than  those  which  I have  invented  and  adapted 
to  the  purposes,  and  which  are  hereinafter  specified; 

No.  1. 

THE  ELEVATOR — .Its  use  is  to  elevate  any 
grain,  granulated  or  pulverized  substances.  Its  use 
in  the  manufacture  of  flour  or  meal,  is  to  elevate  the 
meal  from  the  mill-stones,  in  small  separate  parcels, 
and  to  let  it  fall  through  the  air  on  the  cooling  floor 
as  fast  as  it  is  ground.  It  consists  of  an  endless  strap, 
rope  or  chain,  with  a number  of  small  buckets  at-, 
tached  thereto,  set  to  revolve  round  two  pullies,  one 
at  the  lowest,  and  the  other  at  the  highest  point  be- 
tween whidi  the  substance  is  to  be  raised,  these 
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buckets  fill  as  they  turn  under  the  lower,  and  empty 
themselves  as  they  turn  over  the  upper  pulley  ; the 
whole  is  enclosed  by  cases  of  boards  to  prevent 
waste. 

No.  2. 

THE  CONVEYOR.— Its  use  is  to  convey  any  grain 
granulated  or  pulverized  substances,  either  in  a ho- 
rizontal ascending  or  descending  direction.  Its  use 
in  the  process  of  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour,  is 
to  convey  the  meal  from  the  mill-stones  as  it  is 
ground,  to  the  elevator,  to  be  raised  and  to  keep  the 
meal  in  constant  motion,  exposing  it  to  the  action  of 
the  air  ; also  in  some  cases  to  convey  the  meal  from 
the  elevator  to  the  bolting-hopper,  and  to  cool  and 
dry  it  fit  few  bolting,  instead  of  the  hopper-boy,  No. 
3 ; also  to  mix  the  flour  after  it  is  bolted  ; also  to 
convey  the  grain  from  one  machine  to  another,  and  in 
this  operation  to  rub  the  impurities  off  the  grain.  It 
consists  of  an  endless  screw,  set  to  revolve  in  a tube 
or  section  of  a tube,  receiving  a substance  to  be  moved 
at  one  end,  and  delivering  it  at  the  other  end,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  flour  or  meal,  I construct  it 
as  follows : instead  of  making  a continued  spiral 
which  forms  the  endless  screw,  I set  small  boards 
called  flights  at  an  angle  crossing  the  spiral  line, 
these  flights  operate  like  so  many  ploughs  follow- 
ing each  other,  moving  the  meal  from  one  end  of 
the  tube  to  the  other,  with  a continued  motion 
turning  and  exposing  it  to  the  action  of  the  air  to 
be  cooled  and  dried;  sometimes  I set  some  of  the 
flights  to  move  broadside  foremost,  to  lift  the  meal 
from  one  side,  to  fall  on  the  other,  to  expose  it  to 
the  air  more  effectually. 

No  3. 

THE  HOPPER-BOY.— Its  use  is  to  spread  any 

train,  granulated  or  pulverized  substances  over  a 
oor  or  even  surface,  to  stir  and  expose  it  to  the  air, 
to  dry  and  cool  it  when  necessary,  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  gather  it  from  the  c ircumference  of  the  cir- 
cle it  describes,  to  or  near  the  centre,  or  to  spread  it 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference,  and  to  leave  it 
in  the  place  where  we  wish  it  to  be  delivered,  when 
sufficiently  operated  upon.  Its  use  in  the  process  of 
manufacturing  flour,  is  to  spread  the  meal  as  fast  as 
it  falls  from  the  elevator  over  the  cooling  floor  on  the 
area  of  a circle  of  from  eight  to  sixteen  feet,  more 
or  less,  diameter,  according  to  the  work  of  the  mill, 
to  stir  and  turn  it  continually,  and  expose  it  to  the 
action  of  the  air,  to  be  dried  and  cooled,  to  gather  it 
into  the  bolting-hoppers,  and  to  attend  the  same  re- 
gularly. It  consists  of  an  upright  shaft  made  round 
at  the  lower  end,  about  two  thirds  of  its  length,  and 
set  to  revolve  on  a pivot  in  the  centre  of  the  cooling 
floor  ; through  this  shaft,  say  five  feet  from  the  floor 
is  put  a piece  called  the  leader,  and  the  lower  end  of 
the  shaft  passes  very  loosely  through  a round  hole, 
in  the  centre  of  another  piece,  called  the  arms,  say 
from  eight  to  sixteen  feet  in  length,  this  last  piece 
revolving  horizontally  describes  the  circle  of  the 
cooling  floor,  and  is  led  round  by  a cord,  the  two 
ends  of  which  are  attached  to  the  two  ends  of  the 
arms,  and  passing  through  a hole  at  each  end  of  the 
leader,  so  that  the  cord  will  reeve  to  pull  each  end 
of  the  arms  equally.  The  weight  of  the  arms  is 
nearly  balanced  by  a weight  hung  to  a cord,  which 
is  attached  to  the  arms,  and  passes  over  a pully  near 
to  the  upper  enft  of  the  upright  shaft,  to  cause  the 
arms  to  play  lightly,  pressing  with  only  part  of  their 
weight  on  the  meal,  that  may  be  under  it.  The  fore- 
most edges  of  the  arms  are  sloped  upwards,  to  cause 
them  to  rise  over  and  keep  on  the  surface  of  the  meal 
as  the  quantity  increases,  and  if  it  be  used  separate- 
ly and  unconnected  with  the  elevator,  the  meal  may 
be  thrown  with  shovels,  within  its  reach  while  in 
motion,  and  it  will  spread  it  level  and  rise  over  it 
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until  the  heap  be  four  feet  high  or  more,  which  it. 
will  gather  into  the  hoppers,  always  taking  from  the 
surface,  after  turning  it  to  the  air  a great  number  of 
times. — The  underside  of  these  arms,  are  set  with 
little  inclining  boards,  called  flights,  about  four 
inches  apart,  next  the  centre,  and  gradually  closing 
to  about  two  inches  next  the  extremities,  the  flights 
of  the  one  arm  to  tract  between  those  of  the  other,, 
they  operate  like  ploughs,  and  at  every  revolution  of 
the  machine  they  give  the  meal  two  turns  towards 
the  centre  of  the  circle,  near  to  which  is  generally 
the  bolting-hopper.  At  each  extremity  of  the  arms 
there  is  a little  board  attached  to  the  hindmost  edge 
of  the  arm  to  move  sideforemost ; these  are  called 
sweepers,  their  use  is  to  receive  the  meal  as  it  falls 
from  the  elevator,  and  trail  it  round  the  circle  de- 
scribed by  the  arms  that  the  flights  may  gather  it 
towards  the  centre,  from  every  part  of  the  circle ; 
without  these,  this  machine  would  not  spread  the 
meal  over  the  whole  area  of  the  circle  described  by 
the  arms  ; other  sweepers  are  attached  to  that  part 
of  the  arms  which  pass  over  the  bolting-hoppers  to 
sweep  the  meal  into  them. 

But  if  the  bolting  hoppers  be  near  a wall,  and  not 
in  the  centre  of  the  cooling  floor,  then  in  this  case 
the  extremity  of  the  arms  are  made  to  pass  over 
them,  and  the  meal  from  the  elevator  let  fall  near 
the  centre  of  the  machine,  and  the  flights  are  re- 
versed to  turn  the  meal  from  the  centre  towards  the 
circumference,  and  the  sweepers  will  sweep  it  into  the 
hoppers.  Thus  this  machine  receives  the  meal  as  it 
falls  from  the  elevator  on  the  cooling  floor,  spreads 
it  over  the  floor,  turns  it  twice  over  at  every  revolu- 
tion, stirs  and  keeps  it  in  continual  motion,  and  ga- 
thers it  at  the  same  operation  into  the  bolting  hop  - 
pers and  attends  them  regularly.  If  the  bolting  reels 
are  stopped  this  machine  spreads  the  meal  and  rises 
over  it,  receiving  under  it  from  one,  two  or  three 
hundred  bushels  of  meal,  until  the  bolts  are  set  in 
motion  again,  when  it  gathers  the  meal  into  the 
hoppers,  and  as  the  heap  diminishes  it  follows  it 
down  until  all  is  bolted.  I claim  as  my  invention  the 
peculiar  proporties  or  principles  which  this  machine 
possesses,  viz.  The  spreading,  turning  and  gather- 
ing the  meal  at  one  operation,  and  the  raising  and 
lowering  of  its  arms  by  its  motion  to  accommodate 
itself  to  any  quantity  of  meal  it  has  to  operate  on. 

No.  4. 

THE  DRILL. — Its' use  is  to  move  any  grain,  gran- 
ulated or  pulverized  substances,  from  one  place  to 
another ; it  consists,  like  the  elevator,  of  an  endless 
strap,  rope  or  chain,  &c.  with  little  rakes  instead  of 
buckets  (the  whole  cased  with  boards  to  prevent 
waste)  revolving  round  two  pullies  or  rollers.  Its 
use  in  the  process  of  the  manufacture  of  flour,  is  t« 
draw  or  rake  the  grain  or  meal  from  one  part  of  the 
mill  to  another,  it  receives  it  at  one  pully  and  deli- 
vers it  at  the  other,  in  a horizontal,  ascending  or  de- 
scending direction,  and  in  some  cases  may  be  more 
conveniently  applied  for  that  purpose  than  the  con- 
veyor.* 

I claim  the  exclusive  right  to  the  principles  and  to 
all  the  machines  above  specified,  and  for  all  the  uses' 
and  purposes  specified  as  not  having  been  heretofore 
known  or  used  before  I discovered  them.  They  may 
all  be  united  and  combined  in  one  flour  mill  to  pro- 
duce my  improvement  on  the  art  of  manufacturing 
flour  complete,  or  they  may  be  used  separately  for 
the  purposes  specified  and  allotted  to  them  or  to  pro 

* This  machine  was  invented,  applied  and  shown, 
in  operation,  to  Oliver  Evans,  at  Ellicotts’s  mills, 
on  Patapsco,  about  the  year  1786.  It  w‘as  then  called 
' a drag. 
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<luce  any  improvement  in  part,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances  of  the  case. 

No.  5. 

THE  KILN -DRYER. —To  kiln-dry  the  meal  after 
it  is  ground  and  during  the  operation  of  the  process 
of  manufacturing  the  flour.  I take  a close  stove  cf 
any  common  form  and  enclose  it  with  a wall  made 
of  the  best  non-conductor  of  heat,  leaving  a small 
space  between  the  stove  and  the  wall,  to  admit  air 
to  be  heated  in  its  passage  through  this  space  ; I set 
this  stove  below  the  conveyor  that  conveys  the  meal 
from  the  mill  stones  as  ground  into  the  elevator,  and 
I connect  the  space  between  the  stove  and  the  wall 
to  the  conveyor  tube  by  a pipe  entering  near  the  ele- 
vator, and  I cover  the  conveyor  close  and  set  a tube 
to  rise  from  the  end  of  the  conveyor  tube  near  the 
mill-stones  for  the  heated  air  to  ascend  and  escape  up 
a chimney;  I make  fire  in  a stove  and  admit  air  at 
the  bottom  of  the  space  between  it  and  the  wall 
round  it  to  be  heated  and  . pass  along  the  conveyor 
tube,  meeting  the  meal  which  will  be  heated  by  the 
hot  air  and  the  superfluous  moisture  will  be  more 
powerfully  repelled  and  thrown  off,  and  the  meal 
will  be  dried  and  cooled  as  it  passes  through  the  ope- 
ration of  the  elevator  and  hopper-boy.  The  flour 
will  be  fairer  than  if  the  grain  had  been  kiln-dried, 
and  it  will  keep  longer  sweet  than  flour  not  kiln- 
dried. 

I set  all  my  machines  in  motion  by  the  common 
means  of  cog  and  round,  tooth  and  pinion,  straps, 
ropes  or  chains,  well  known  to  every  mill  wright. 

Arrangement  and  connection  of  the  several  ma- 
chines so  as  to  apply  my  principles  to  produce  my 
improvements  complete. 

I fix  a spout  through  the  wall  of  the  mill  for  the 
grain  to  be  emptied  into  from  the  waggoner’s  bag 
to  run  into  a box  hung  at  the  end  of  a scale  beam  to 
weigh  a waggon  load  at  a draught.  From  this  box  it 
descends  into  the  grain  elevator  which  raises  it  to  a 
granary  over  the  cleaning  machines,  and  as  it  passes 
through  them  it  maybe  directed  into  the  same  ele- 


I vator  to  ascend  to  be  cleaned  a second  time,  and  then 
j e cend  into  a garner  over  the  hopper  of  the  mill- 
stones to  supply  them  regularly,  and  as  ground  it 
falls  from  the  several  pair  of  mill-stones  into  the 
conveyors  where  it  is  dried  by  the  heated  air  of  the 
kiln -dryer,  and  is  conveyed  into  the  meal  elevator  to 
be  raised  and  dropped  on  the  cooling  floor,  within 
r -ach  of  the  hopper-boy,  which  receives  and  spreads 
it  over  the  whole  area  of  the  circle  which  it  describes, 
stirring  and  turning  it  continually  and  gathering  it 
into  the  bolting  hoppers,  which  it  attends  regularly. 
That  part  of  the  flour  which  is  not  sufficient  ly  bolt- 
ed by  the  first  operation  is  conveyed  by  a conveyor  or 
drill  into  the  elevator  to  ascend  with  the  meal' to  bo 
bolted  over  again,  and  that  part  of  the  meal  which 
has  not  been  sufficiently  ground  at  the  first  mill-stone 
to  be  ground  over. 

Thus  the  whole  of  the  operations  which  used  to 
be  performed  by  manual  labor  is  from  the  time  the 
wheat  is  emptied  from  the  waggoner’s  bag,  or  from 
the  ship’s  measure  until  it  enters  the  bolts,  and  the 
manufacture  be  completed  in  the  most  perfect  man- 
ner, performed  by  the  machinery  moved  by  the  pow- 
er which  moves  the  mill,  and  this  machinery  keeps 
the  meal  in  constant  motion  during  the  whole  pro- 
cess, drying  and  cooling  it  more  completely,  avoid- 
ing all  danger  from  fermentation  and  preventing  in- 
sects from  depositing  their  eggs,  and  perform  ing  all 
the  operations  of  grinding  and  bolting  to  much  great- 
er perfection,  making  the  greatest  possible  quantity 
of  the  best  quality  of  flour  out  of  the  grain,  saving 
much  time  and  labor  and  exp^nce  to  the  miller  and 
preventing  much  from  being  wasted,  the  motions  of 
the  machines  being  so  slow  as  to  cause  none  of  the 
flour  to  rise  in  form  of  dust, and  be  carried  away  by 
the  air,  and  the  cases  of  the  machines  being  made 
close  prevents  any  from  being  lost. 

OLIVER  EVANS. 

Witnesses, 

SAM’L  H.  SMITH, 

JOS.  GALES,  jutir. 


END  OP  THE  ADDENDA. 


It  ought  to  have  been  observed,  prefaratory  to  the  matter  of  this  “addenda,”  that 
it  issued  on  the  principles  that  guided  the  editor  in  publishing  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Evansy  with  the  3d  volume  of  this  work.  The  affair  in  controversy  is  of  high  interest  to 
the  public;  and  each  publication  will  receive  an  attentive  perusal. 
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A Trip  made  by  a small  man  in 
a wrestle  with  a very  great 
man. 

Answer  to  the  Baltimore  Miller's  Memorial . 
and  Thomas  Jefferson's  Letter. 

The  honorable  Thomas  Jefferson  reasons 
speculatively  in  his  letter  published  with  the 
memorial  of  Isaac  M‘Pherson,  Elisha  Tyson, 
Thomas  Ellicott,  and  others,  in  Niles’  Balti- 
more  Register,  and  in  a pamphlet  laid  bef  ore 
congress,  and  draws  this  conclusion,  viz.  “in- 
vention then  cannot  in  nature  be  a subject  of 
property.” 

In  answer  to  this  train  of  reasoning,  to 
which  I must  refer  the  reader,  we  will  pre- 
mise that  all  visible  subjects  of  property,  whe- 
ther fixed,  as  land,  or  movable,  such  as  wild 
beasts,  fowl,  fish,  &c.  and  the  spontaneous 
productions,  while  in  a state  of  nature,  are 
common  property.  The  whole  is  the  property 
of  the  community,  because  it  is  visible^  it  can 
be  found  and  claimed,  and  each  individual  has 
equal  right  to  it.  He  that  settles  on  a piece  of 
land  to  cultivate  and  improve  it,  has  exclusive 
property  in  it  and  its  produce  while  he  occu- 
pies it,  because  his  time,  his  thoughts,  and  his 
labor  are  spent  on  it;  but,  if  he  removes  from 
it,  it  then  devolves  again  to  the  community, 
another  may  take  and  use  it;  but  if  the  com- 
munity agree  to  sell  their  land , he  that  pays 
the  price  has  exclusive  property  in  the  quan- 
tity he  pays  for,  in  fee  simple  forever.  He  that 
can  take  any  part  of  the  movable  subjects, 
such  as  wild  beasts,  fowl,  fish,  &c.  or  sponta- 
neous productions  of  the  soil,  &.c.  has,  by  com- 
mon consent,  and  natural  right,  exclusive  pro- 
perty in  whatever  he  can  take;  because  his 
time,  exertions,  and  labor,  have  been  expended 
to  take  them;  he  has  shown  acts  which  vests 
the  property  in  him. 

But  a man’s  ideas  and  inventions,  are,  by 
natural  law-,  his  own  exclusive  property;  he 
need  show  no  act  to  vest  the  property  in  him 
so  long  as  he  keeps  them  secret  to  himself; 
and  that  for  the  same  reasons  above  stated, 
his  time  and  the  labors  of  his  mind  have  been 
expended  in  conceiving,  maturing  and  ar- 
ranging them;  they  may  have  cost  him  very 
dear  (the  waiter  well  knows  by  experience) 
and  may  be  very  useful  to  him  in  many. cases, 
without  being  made  visible  by  being  con- 
nected with  matter  to  produce  operative 
machines  or  useful  improvements  in  the  aits; 
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and  further,  because  they  cannot  be  a subject 
of  common  property  while  they  are  invisible, 
existing  only  in  his  own  brain,  where  the  com- 
munity cannot  discover  them  nor  know  what 
they  are,  or  whether  they  exist  at  all;  there- 
fore can  lay  no  claim  at  all  to  them,  or  have 
any  property  in  them;  and  if  the  conceiver, 
the  possessor,  the  exclusive  proprietor,  of  an 
useful  train  of  ideas,  inventions,  or  knowledge, 
knows  that  the  community  stand  ready  to 
seize  them,  to  make  them  common  stock  as 
soon  as  he  discloses  them,  he  will  take  care  to 
keep  them  secret  and  hold  his  exclusive  pos- 
session of  them  as  long  as  he  needs  the  exclu- 
sive use.  Can  Mr.  Jefferson  (or  the  memori- 
alists) devise  the  means  of  discovering  that 
they  do  exist,  or  to  force  him  to  divulge  their,, 
that  they  may  get  possession  of  them  to  sup- 
port his  arguments,  by  showing  that  they  have 
made  them  common  property,  free  to  the 
whole  community;  that  they  may  have  the 
right,  either  to  give  them  back  to  the  inventor 
for  a limited  time  to  encourage  him  or  not,  as 
they  please,  without  complaint  from  him;  if 
not,  Mr.  Jefferson’s  argument  falls,  the  foun- 
dation is  taken  away. 

It  is  this  erroneous  doctrine,  (which  he 
seems  lately  to  have  adopted)  this  species  of 
injustice  that  has  caused  inventions  and  dis- 
coveries to  be  kept  secret  and  been  the  cause 
of  the  slow’  progress  of  the  arts,  and  entailed 
human  misery  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  day.  For  there  are  few'  such  pa- 
triots as  Mr.  Jefferson;  a man  must  be  a pa- 
triot indeed,  if  he  will  divulge  the  discovery 
he  has  made,  at  great  expense,  the  only  thing 
perhaps  which  he  possesses  exclusively,  by 
which  he  can  make  a comfortable  living.  If 
he  knows  that  he  will  be  insulted,  abused,  and 
robbed,  by  the  very  persons  that  be  shall  be- 
nefit by  the  disclosure,  (for  envy  and  malice 
are  universally  excited  against  the  inventor,} 
while  he  lives,  and  unless  he  can  soar  above 
their  reach  he  will  suffer;  the  truth  of  which  is 
well  known  to  all  that  are  in,  or  have  passed 
through  that  degraded  state.  To  be  sure,  the 
inventor  received  his  gift,  from  an  inexhausti- 
ble source,  the  God  of  nature;  who  may  give 
the  same  discovery  to  any  other  that  may  as 
much  need  it,  to  enable  him  to  get  a comforta- 
ble living,  but  he  too  may  be  as  deeply  inter- 
ested in  keeping  it  a secret,  and  hold  as  tena- 
ciously his  exclusive. right.  Let  not  this  sen- 
tence excite  the  hopes  of  the  memorialists,  fer 
such  gifts  are  never  bestowed  on  those  who 
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W€>uld  rob  an  inventor  of  his  right.  We  be- 
lieve most  sacredly,  that  a spirit  of  patriotism 
pervades  the  breasts  of  the  possessors  of  those 
gifts,  and  they  will  offer  them  to  the  public, 
and  part  with  their  exclusive  right  to  them, 
on  reasonable  terms;  but  if  they  are  once  in- 
duced to  disclose,  and  then  be  deceived  by  the 
public,  they  will  be  justified  in  withholding 
such  offers  in  future,  until  they  can  secure 
better  terms  for  themselves.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  instead  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  conclusions 
being  correct,  viz.  “inventions  then  cannot  in 
nature  be  a subject  of  property,”  it  is  quite 
the  reverse ; for  there  is  nothing  that  a man 
has  by  nature  exclusive  property  in  but  his 
ideas  and  inventions,  and  these  only  are  ex- 
clusively his,  for  it  is  impossible  that  others 
can  have  any  property  in  them.  This  is  a 
self-evident  truth.  Nor  is  there  any  person 
that  can  wrest  such  property  from  him,  unless 
he  by  his  own  act,  either  discloses  them  or 
attaches  them  to  matter,  to  improve  some  art, 
machine  or  manufacture,  thereby  making 
them  visible,  and  giving  the  community  the 
power  to  seize  them,  disclosing  them  in  any 
way,  does  neither  lessen  his  right  nor  increase 
that  of  the  public.  Nor  does  he,  by  holding 
his  exclusive  right,  monopolise  any  thing  that 
ever  existed.  Is  it  not  time  then  that  the  pub- 
lic, the  world,  should  discover  the  error  palm- 
ed on  them  by  the  self-interested  and  unjust, 
and  cease  to  attempt  what  cannot  be  accom- 
plished, viz  to  make  the  ideas  and  inventions 
of  man,  free  to  all,  “like  the  air  we  breathe; 
like  fire,  expansible  over  all  space,”  (Jefferson) 
ajnd  try  the  experiment  of  offering  such  pro- 
tection as  will  purchase  them. 

As  to  the  other  points  discussed  in  Mr. 
Jefferson’s  letter,  viz. 

1.  Oliver  Evans’  right  to  a patent  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  elevators  (or  the  string  of 
buckets,  pots,  or  cups)  the  conveyor  (or 
Archimedes  screw)  and  the  hopperboy.  On 
this  subject  he  has  been  deceived,  (we  think 
designedly)  for  there  was  no  need  of  turn- 
ing to  his  books,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Evans 
did  not  invent  what  he  has  not  patented, 
nor  does  he  claim;  his  patent  being  for  his 
improvement  in  the  art  and  manufacture  of 
flour,  and  not  for  machines.  The  string  of 
buckets,  Archimedes  screw,  thedrill  plough, 
are  as  free  as  they  ever  were  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  are  no  improvement  in  the  art  or 
manufacture  of  flour,  and  if  Mr.  Jefferson 
had  found  the  elevator,  conveyor,  hopper- 
boy,  and  drill,  all  perfect  in  his  books,  ex- 
actly as  Mr.  Evans  had  described  them  in 
his  specification,  it  would  not  lessen  Mr. 
Evans’  right  to  his  patent,  had  he  taken 
them  from  the  same  books,  and  improved, 
arranged,  and  combined  them,  to  carry  into 
operation  the  great  result,  his  great  im- 
provement on  the  art  and  manufacture, 
which  presses  so  heavily  on  the  shoulders  I 


of  those  citizens  of  the  United  States  (cer- 
tain millers  near  Baltimore)  he  had  a right 
so  to  do,  he  has  as  good  a right  to  use  them 
as  any  other  person. 

2.  The  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans.  The 
question  was  fully  discussed  before  judges 
Washington  and  Peters,  Philadelphia;  and 
judges  Duvall  and  Huston,  Baltimore;  and 
in  both  cases  was  decided  to  have  no  retros- 
pective operation.  Mr.  Evans  is  glad  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  not  the  judge;  for  it  would 
have  been  a cruel  unjust  decision,  if  it  had 
been  decided  that  after  congress  had  de- 
clared that  the  right  to  a patent  belongs  to 
the  original  inventor , and  he  had  spent  his 
all  and  reduced  himself  to  poverty  to  get  it 
disseminated;  yet,  because  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, when  secretary  of  state,  issued  to  Mr. 
Evans  a patent,  informal,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  which  the  court  was  obliged 
to  declare  void,  therefore  Oliver  Evans  ha? 
lost  his  right  to  his  improvement,  and  lost 
the  labor  of  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  must 
remain  in  poverty;  and  it  now  belongs  to 
the  memorialists  who  took  the  opportunity 
of  seizing  on  it,  when  they  thought  there 
existed  no  law  to  prevent  them,  and  of  laj'- 
ing  it  as  a burden  on  tkeir  shoulders , and 
when  invited  by  Mr.  Evans  to  lay  it  off,  or 
pay  him  his  old  price  of  forty  dollars,  with 
interest,  from  the  time  they  should  have 
paid  it,  as  their  neighbors  had  done ; they 
refused  to  do  either,  and  although  they  now 
apply  to  congress  to  rid  from  the  shoulders 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  (the  Bah 
timore  millers)  the  oppressive  burden,  y^st 
they  so  love  it,  that  they  cling  to  it  like 
savages,  do  to  their  cloaks,  when  assailed 
by  the  north-winds. 

3.  The  rules  established  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, under  the  first  act  of  congress 
to  promote  the  useful  arts,  of  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  the  principal  or  leading  mem- 
ber: W e believe  they  were  very  bad  indeed, 
for  they  would  have  refused  patents  for  the 
most  useful  discoveries  and  inventions,  of 
the  utmost  importance,  that  cannot  be  put 
in  operation  by  the  inventor  for  less  than 
thousands  of  dollars  expense.  Under  such 
rules  there  could  scarcely  be  an  improve- 
ment entitled  to  a patent.  This  shows  the 
danger  of  entrusting  such  power  to  such  a 
board,  who  cannot  possibly  be  judges  of  the 
merits  of  an  invention,  until  they  see  it  in 
operation,  and  not  even  then,  without  ex- 
perience in  both  the  old  and  improved  plan, 
for  a considerable  time. 

4.  The  whole  of  the  pamphlet  of  the  memo- 
rialists, consisting  of  affidavits  taken  ex 
parte,  goes  to  prove  that  O.  Evans  did  not 
invent  what  he  does  not  claim,  and  are  as 
unnecessary  as  the  letter,  and  were  never 
produced  in  court,  where  they  would  have 
been  rebutted,  can  be  as  promptly  answered 
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and  completely  refuted,  as  the  letter  has 
been.  But  it  is  unworthy  of  the  public  ear. 
further  than  to  state  that  the  testimony  of 
the  Stoufers  and  others  in  the  case  of 
Chambers,  was  not  read  in  court,  or  it 
might  have  been  proven  that  Chambers 
had  changed  the  form  of  his  hopperbov  be- 
fore the  witnesses  saw  it,  and  Christian 
Stoufer  has  paid  for  licenses  and  did  not 
then  say  that  he  was  the  inventor.  That 
the  memorialists  have  taken  care  to  publish 
none  of  the  testimony  given  in  court,  at  the 
great  trial  at  Baltimore,  which  lasted  four 
days,  and  in  which  they  were  defeated  on 
the  testimony  of  their  own  witnesses;  al- 
though they  had  engaged  in  their  defence 
four  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers.  And 
that  Lewis  Evans,  John  i'  llicott,  and  Jo- 
seph Evans  were  present  in  court,  why  did 
not  they  take  their  testimony  there,  in  sup- 
port of  the  testimony  of  Jonathan  Ellicott, 
which  was  the  same,  but  which  Mr.  Evans 
knew  could  not  affect  the  cause,  and  let  it 
pass;  and  so  it  is  reported  that  it  was  proved 
Jonathan  Ellicott  was  the  inventor  of  the 
conveyor,  although  Mr.  Evans  had  witnes- 
ses present  to  have  proved  to  the  contrary, 
and  which  he  will  do,  perhaps,  if  ever  they 
attempt  to  prove  it  in  court  again,  if  he  and 
his  witnesses  live;  true,  three-fourths  of 
them  are  deceased.  And  that  Mr.  Evans 
specified  in  his  lirst  specification,  1760,  the 
very  blowing  machine  patented  by  Jere- 
miah Bailv,  so  that  he  could  have  no  right 
to  patent  it  in  1810,  to  destroy  Mr.  Evans’ 
patent.  That  a Mr.  Vulgamothas  taken  out 
a patent  for  another  machine  to  elevate, 
specified  by  Mr.  Evans  A third  has  altered 
the  formation  of  the  hopperboy,  and  taken 
out  a patent,  ail  are  sued.  One  circum 
stance  however  deserves  to  be  mentioned 
particularly  They  have  published  in  their 
No  2 the  certificate  of  James  Stroud  and 
Edward  Marshall,  which  they  obtained,  as 
is  stated  in  an  after  certificate  given  to  cor- 
rect this.  They  had  written  it  and  present- 
ed it  for  signature,  holding  forth  the  idea, 
that  its  purport  was,  that  the  certificate  of 
Samuel  Stroud  was  correct,  when  he  had 
said,  that  things  were  as  he  believed,  so  and 
so,  viz.  that  Samuel  thought  and  believed 
as  he  had  certified,  which  Stroud  and  Mar- 
shall signed  on  condition  that  they  should 
next  day  be  furnished  with  correct  copies 
of  both  Samuel  Stroud’s  and  their  own  cer- 
tificate. But  before  they  furnished  Stroud 
and  Marshall  with  the  copies,  they  went 
before  a notary  public,  and  affirmed  that 
the  certificate  was  voluntarily  signed,  and 
they  published  both  certificates,  laid  them 
before  congress,  and  published  them  in  the 
newspapers,  accusing  Mr.  Evans  with  the 
same  crimes  of  having  by  such  means  ob- 
tained false  testimony  of  James  Stroud  and 


Edward  Marshall  (men  whose  integrity  is 
unimpeachable)  the  very  crime  +bat  they 
had  perpetrated.  But  as  soon  as  Stroud  and 
Marshall  could  get  copies  of  the  certificates, 
which  was  sixteen  days  after  given,  they 
saw  that  their  certificate  would  be  construed 
entirely  opposite  to  wh'at  they  intended,  and 
they  with  due  deliberation  made  cut  ano- 
ther, which  Marshall  signed,  and  Stroud 
travelled  with  it  thii  ty-two  miles  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  signed  and  affirmed  to  it  before  a 
notary  public,  and  delivered  it  to  Mr.  i vans. 
See  this  certificate  in  the  report  of  the  law 
case,  page  15,  published  by  Niles  in  the 
Baltimore  Register,  a copy  of  which  r eport 
has  been  delivered  to  each  member  ot  con- 
gress in  the  winter  of  1812,  at  the  close  of 
the  session;  which  will  show  that  deception 
and  imposture  is  the  fort  by  which  they  de- 
fend their  precious  cash.  This  one  act  will 
shew  the  true  color  of  the  whole  of  their 
transactions;  they  have  certainly  misrepre- 
sented te  an  extent  sufficient  to  excite  the 
just  indignation  of  the  best,  the  most  feel- 
ing, the  most  just,  and  the  most  eminent 
men,  such  as  Mr.  Jefferson  is  acknowledged 
to  be,  against  Mr.  Evans.  And  no  wonder, 
for  how  could  their  representations  be 
doubted  when  backed  by  at  least  fifty  men, 
already  made  rich  by  elevators  and  hopper- 
boys,  respectable  both  for  wealth  and  num- 
bers ; surely  they  were  quite  certain,  that 
congress,  indignant  at  such  oppression  and 
extortion  as  they  had  charged  Mr.  Evans 
with,  would,  without  hesitation,  repeal  the 
act  for  his  relief.  They  knew  that  congress 
could  not  spend  four  days  to  hear  the  case, 
as  the  court  had  done,  and  that  by  wealth 
and  numbers,  they  expected  they  could  ea- 
sily bear  Mr.  Evans  down.  But  their  having 
fled  from  a court  of  justice  to  congress  for 
relief,  bore  a suspicious  aspect;  they  could 
not  get  congress  to  act  as  promptly  as  they 
expected — and  they  are  so  far  disappointed, 
and  have  obtained  leave  to  go  home. 

“The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Mary- 
land, on  the  subject  of  the  patent  granted 
to  Oliver  Evans,  for  his  improvements  in 
machinery  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
flour,  beg  leave  to  report: 

“That  the  memorialists  complain,  that  by 
virtue  of  the  act  passed  cn  the  21st  January, 
1808,  intitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver 
Evans,”  the  said  Oliver  Evans  claims  the  be- 
nefit of  certain  improvements  in  the  machinery 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  flour,  of  w hich 
he  is  not  the  original  inventor.  That  he  ex- 
acts large  and  unconscionable  sums  for  the 
use  of  those  improvements;  and  that  those  are 
compelled  to  pay,  who  have  established  their 
improvements  before  the  passing  of  the  said 
act. 

“Your  committee  conceive  it.  not  only  re- 
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pugnant  to  the  principles  of  a government 
organised  like  ours,  to  permit  a question,  of  a 
character  such  as  the  first  objection  presents, 
to  be  litigated  before  the  legislature;  but  it  is 
impossible  that  a fair  decision  can  be  made, 
Waeri  it  is  indispensable,  in  order  to  render 
impartial  justice, the  parties  should  be  permit- 
tea  to  go  into  evidence  respecting  the  facts  in 


the  hands  of  the  farmers,  but  these  men  in 
particular  have  had  the  fifty  cents  per  barrel 
for  twenty  years  before  any  part  went  to  the 
farmers,  besides  half  the  labor  saved. 

[S.  Robertsozs'’s  Letter.] 

Baltimore , Dec.  23,  1812. 

Dear  Sir, 

Of  the  result  of  the  trial  lacelv  had  of  a 


controversy.  A court  of  justice  is  the  proper  cause  in  the  circuit  court,  in  which  you  were 


tribunal  where  such  questions  ought  to  be 
tried;  and  your  committee  are  informed,  that 
this  very  question  has  already  been  settled  in 
that  way  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  for  the  Maryland  district,  favorable  to 
the  pretensions  of  the  said  Evans. 

“The  second  subject  of  complaint  seems,  to 
your  committee,  equalty  an  improper  subject 
for  the  interference  of  the  legislature.  The  pa- 
tentee, by  law,  has  an  exclusive  privilege  to 
use  his  invention  as  he  pleases.  No  person  has 
a,  right  to  complain,  if  the  proprietor  of  an 
invention  demand  a sum  deemed  exorbitant, 
more  than  if  such  a demand  has  been  made 
for  any  other  species  of  property;  it  must  rest 
with  the  purchaser  whether  his  interest  will 
permit  him  to  yield  to  it. 

“The  third  ground  of  complaint  is  equally 
untenable  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee. 
The  legislature  had  the  power  (and  it  seems 
in  this  case  they  have  exercised  it)  to  sub- 
ject those  who  should  use  the  improvements 
mentioned,  in  future , to  the  claim  of  the  said 
Oliver  Evans.  The  patent  originally  granted 
to  him  had  previously  been  declared  void  by  a 
judicial  decision,  the  case,  therefore,  stood  as 
if  no  exclusive  right  had  ever  been  granted; 
and  it  is  certainly  not  necessary  to  prove,  that 
a person  who  uses  a new  improvement  before 
a patent  is  granted,  is  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions which  follow  the  grant.  Your  commit- 
tee, therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution: 

‘-•Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial 
ought  not  to  be  granted.” 

And  surely  they  cannot  complain,  for  they 
have  had  full  scope  for  their  art  and  intrigue 


They  first  persuaded  Samuel  Robertson  who 
owed  but  one  hundred  dollars  ( and  who  was 
not  one  of  them)  to  stand  as  the  ostensible 
defendant,  to  rake  the  chesnuts  out  of  the 
embers  for  them  to  eat  The  Tysons  were 


plaintiff  and  I was  defendant,  it  is  presumed 
you  are  apprised.  The  object  of  the  present 
address  is  to  procure  a deduction  from  the  pre- 
sent amount  of  damages,  which  the  jury,  from 
the  testimony  before  them  felt  themselves 
hound  to  assess.  V ou  will  not,  it  is  presumed, 
be  at  all  astonished  at  the  singularity  of  this 
application,  when  the  following  facts  are  made 
known  to  you. 

Some  time  after  the  claim  for  compensation 
for  the  use  of  your  invention  had  been  made 
through  your  agent  or  counsel,  N.  Williams, 
esq.  of  Baltimore,  I repaired  to  that  place  with 
money  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the 
claim  under  an  impression  that  it  was  your 
right,  and  sensible  of  the  advantages  which 
were  derived  from  the  use  of  the  machinery 
then  applied  to  the  milling  business  by  me. 
My  intention  became  known  to  other  persons 
similarly  situated,  who  used  arguments  and 
referred  me  to  the  opinions  of  others  to  show 
that  you  were  not  entitled  to  the  compensation 
demanded;  and  wholly  through  persuasion  I 
came  into  their  views  and  consented  the  suit 
might  continue.  I only  summoned  a single 
witness,  Mr.  Samuel  Howard,  by  whom  I 
expected  to  prove  the  length  of  time  the  ele- 
vators had  been  used  in  my  mill,  and  that  wit- 
ness was  not  sworn  in  the  cause,  although  the 
greater  part  of  the  costs  accrued  in  the  case 
appear  to  be  for  witnesses  who  attended  with- 
out my  knowledge  or  direction.  My  residence 
is  remote  from  Baltimore,  at  and  near  which 
place  many  of  the  persons  who  were  then  eon- 
t tending  your  right  reside.  My  name  unfortu- 
. nately  headed  the  list  of  defendants,  and  I was 


itely 

not  even  present  at  the  trial. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I assure  you,  sir, 
that  the  judgment  will  bear  peculiarly  heavy 
on  me;  and  in  fact,  that  it  will  nearly  go  to 
deprive  me  of  the  only  means  of  supporting  a 


deemed  to  be  tire  real  defendants  and  they  j rising  family.  Under  these  circumstances, 
called  on  the  Ijillicotts  to  be  witnesses,  all  of  with  the  advice  of  several  gentlemen  who 
them  the  most  deeply  interested  perhaps  of  know  vour  character  and  situation  in  life,  I 
any  millers  in  the  United  States.  And  when  hesitate  not  to  appeal  to  your  feelings.  The 
fairly  beaten,  they  left  Mr.  Robertson  in  the  respectable  jury  who  decided  the  cause,  being 
lurch  to  pay  damages  and  costs.  W itness  the  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  this  applica- 
following  letter  of  Mr.  Robertson  to  Mr  Evans  tion,  have  voluntarily  offered  their  signatures 
(written  after  his  fingers  were  burnt ) Andthey  to  give  to  it  the  greater  effect  if  you  require  it. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  humble  serv't, 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  ROBERTSON,  3d. 

Mr.  Evans  answered,  that  if  he  could  be- 
lieve it  possible,  that  those  men,  viz.  Elisha 
T}rson  and  son,  and  others,  wTto  were  the  real 


have  since  been  heard  by  four  committees  of 
Congress,  all  this  to  get  clear  of  paying  wdiat 
just  and  liberal  men  have  paid  freely,  viz  not 
more  than  one  hundredth  part  of  what  they 
have  gained  by  the  use  of  the  improvement. 
They  complaip  that  the  gains  have  gone  into 
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defendants  and  their  associates  have  deserted 
him,  his  application  should  not  have  been  in 
vain,  but  as  he  could  not  believe  it,  lie  referred 


but  Mr.  E.  supposing  that  Elisha  meant  by 
reasonable  prices  $ 12  1-2  per  pair  for  6 feet 
stones,  would  not  compromise,  but  preferred 


him  to  them,  offering  however  to  pay  as  much  that  Elisha  should  try  to  break  the  patent. 


on  an  average  as  any  six  of  them  would  sub 
scribe,  so  as  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the 
amount  of  the  damages  and  costs;  but  on  fu- 
ture and  repeated  applications,  being  con 


when  he  went  out  declaring  that  he  would  do 
it.  He  was  followed  by  Evan  Evans,  a bro- 
ther of  the  patentee,  to  try  to  effect  a compro- 
mise; when  alter  some  conversation  more 
vinced  that  Mr.  Robertson  had  been  totally  j friendly,  Elisha  declared  to  Evan  that  he 
deserted  by  his  pretended  friends  he  agreed  [could  break  the  patent,  but  that  his  principles 
to  accept  the  repeated  offer  of  $1,000  in  lieu  i did  not  admit  of  litigation.  That  if  Oliver 
of  $1,850  which  lie  had  been  allowed  by  law,  would  grant  him  and  his  sons  license  free  of 
to  treble,  but  did  not,  fearing  that  it  might  (costs  for  ail  the  mill  stones  they  were  about  to 
cause  them  to  desert  Mr.  Robertson;  yet  have! set  up,  he  would  keep  a perfect  secret  what  he 
they  out-witted  both  him  and  Mr.  Robertson.  I had  discovered,  and  would  not  bieak  the  pa- 
Now  if  each  member  of  congress  could  be  | tent! ! When  the  proposition  was  made  to  Mr. 
informed  of  the  true  facts,  that  Elisha  Tyson  Evans,  he  repelled  it  with  indignation,  and 
of  Baltimore,  has  been  the  prime  mover  of  all!  Elisha  went  his  way,  and  appeared  as  the 
complaint  from  Baltimore,  although  lie  has! active  agent  for  Samuel  Robertsonand  others, 
been  making  72  barrels  of  Hour  per  day  for  procuring  the  cause  to  be  continued  from 
22  years,  and  has  had  the  50  cents  per  barrel  [court  to  court,  and  directing  the  summoning 
by  making  more  superfine  Hour  besides  half  of  witnesses,  instructing  defendant’s  counsel, 
t he  labor  saved,  all  .by  the  use  of  the  im-Kkc.  originating  combinations,  memorials,  &x\ 


prove rnent,  as  proved  by  witnesses  in  court 
amounting  to  $180,100. in  that  time,  by  affair 
calculation. 


<kc.  bee  the  report  of  the  case.  They  have  at- 
tempted many  deceptions  tomislead.  1 st.  They 
say  O.  E.  has  patented  what  he  has  not. — 


That  when  Mr.  Evans  called  on  him  about!2d.  they  exaggerate  his  price  of  license. — 
the  year  i7$9,  to  pay  $33  for  each  pair  of  6 3d.  They  depreciate  the  value  of  his  improve 
feet  mill-stone*  for  use  of  his  improvement,  ment  by  the  certificate  of  a set  of  millers  who 


Elisha  exclaimed,  that  it  was  a most  extor- 
tionabie  price;  that  he  would  never  pay;  that 
he  would  defend  by  law  to  the  utmost  extent, 
that  he  would  pay  $12  1-2  per  pair  and  no 
more.  Mr.  Evans  being  then  too  poor  to  bear 
the  expense  of  such  a law  suit,  and  having 
given  his  improve  merit  gratis  to  many,  thought 
best  to  accept  his  offer,  and  gave  him  a license 
as  lie  required,  as  if  he  had  paid  $ 66  for  two 
pairs,  although  he  had  paid  but  $r 25;  but 
Elisha  promised  to  be  very  friendly  and  keep 
the  fraud  secret. 

That  in  1811,  Elisha,  by  letter,  inquired  of 
N.  Williams,  esq.  counsel  and  agent  for  Mr.  E. 
whether  Mr.  E.  had  any  claim,  and  if  any, 
what  was  his  price  for  license  to  use  his  im- 
provements to  6 pair  6 feet  mill  stones,  setting 
up  on  Susquehanna.  Mr.  E.  answered  by  let 
ter,  .$'300  for  each  pair  6 feet  stones  for  five 
pairs,  to  be  paid  as  fast  as  they  were  got  to 
work,  but  that  no  charge  should  be  made  for 
the  6th  pair,  they  would  then  average  $ 250 
per  pair  each  for  6 pairs. 

When  Elisha  received  this  answer,  he  went 
to  Washington  and  charged  Mr.  E.  with  the 
greatest  extortion;  that  he  had  demanded  of 
him  $2,400  for  one  mill,  whereas  it  was  but* 
$'250  for  ome  mill  of  6 feet  stones,  or  $1,500 
for  6 mills.  When  he  returned  to  Baltimore,] 
he  met  Mr  Evans  in  the  long  room  at  Mr. 
Gadsby’s,  and  there  charged  him  with  extor- 
tion, declarin  \ that  he  had  discovered  what  no 
other  man  knew,  viz  the  means  of  breaking 
the  patent,  which  he  declared  he  would  do 
unless  Mr.  E.  would  take  reasonable  prices; 


may  know  no  better,  but  the  Tysons  and  Elli 
cotts  all  knew  better  than  to  sign  such  certiil- 
cate,  to  show  that  more  superfine  Hour  cannot 
be  made  by  the  improvement  than  without  it. 
They  know  that  Thomas  Elllcott,  the  uncle  of 
the  present  Ellicotts,  has  said  in  the  Mill- 
wright's Guide,  2d  edition,  page  287:  u"i  hat 
taking  a large  quanti  y we  can  make  2 or 
3 lbs.  more  out  of  a bushel  of  wheat,  by  the- 
new  than  the  old  way,  although  it  be  equally 
well  ground,  because  it  is  so  much  more  com- 
pletely bolted  with  less  waste.” 

This  is  saying  far  more  than  the  patentee 
calculates  on,  for  he  says  only  that  281bs. 
more  superfine  Hour,  and  less  middlings,  stuff 
and  bran,  can  be  made  to  each  barrel  of  flour, 
which  is  true.  4th.  They  say  that  the  paten- 
tee is  not  the  inventor,  while  they  know  that 
he  is  : their  misrepresentations  are  too  nume- 
rous to  be  mentioned. 

If  congress  and  the  people  were  fully  in- 
formed of  the  intense  labor  of  mind,  expense 
of  time  and  money,  inventors  generally  bear 
in  discovering  and  maturing  their  improve- 
ments, and  the  greater  difficulties  they  ha\  e 
yet  to  encounter  to  get  them  disseminated  and 
introduced  into  general  use,  they  would  see 
the  propriety  of  granting  them  protection  in 
their  rights  for  a longer  term,  and  acknow- 
ledge their  right  of  claiming  a price  for  their 
licenses  to  use  their  improvements,  in  greatei 
proportion  to  the  benefits  of  their  use,  than, 
the  memorialists  make  complaint  of,  viz : TV* 
partas  having  been  charged  by  the  patentee  fot 
the  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  Hour, 
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These  improvements  were  discovered,  plan- 
ned and  arranged,  by  the  patentee  by  a long, 
tedious,  and  laborious  study,  while  living  in 
Queen  Ann’s  county,  Maryland,  in  the  years 
1782  and  1783.  He  left  that  place  in  1783  and 
began  to  prepare  to  build  liis  mill  in  New- Cas- 
tle county,  Delaware ; but  before  he  left  Ma- 
ryland or  began  his  mill,  he  communicated 
to  several  persons,  some  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  that  he  had  discovered  the  whole  im- 
provements, and  that  he  would  build  a mill 
that  should  take  the  grain  from  the  wag-son, 
elevate  and  convey  it  to  any  part  of  the  mill, 
pass  it  through  the  cleaning  machines,  bring 
it  into  the  mill  stones,  and  as  ground,  it  should 
convey  the  meal  from  the  several  pair  of  mill 
stones  and  elevate  it  to  the  meal  loft,  convey 
it  to  any  part  thereof,  spread  it  over  the  floor, 
and  stir  it  about  to  cool,  and  gather  it  to  the 
bolting  hopper,  and  attend  it  regularly;  the 
tail  flour  should  be  elevated  to  be  bolted  over , 
the  whole  to  be  done  the  power  of  the  wa- 
ter wheel  from  the  time  the  grain  leaves  the 
waggoner’s  bag  until  it  be  completely  manufac- 
tured into  dour  and  ready  for  packing.  Al] 
this  can  yet  be  proved  in  court,  that  it  was 
c'ominunicated  before  the  mill  was  began,  and 
which  no  one  could  then  credit,  unless  fully 
explained  to  them,  because  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  ever  heard  of  before.  Now  let  the 
reader  judge,  if  before  such  testimony,  every 
petty  claim  to  the  invention  of  conveyors  and 
drills,  in  1788,  by  Jonathan  Ellicott,  and  of 
hopper  machines  by  others  after  the  patentee 
had  petitioned  the  legislature  for  exclusive 
rights,  in  February  and  March,  1786,  will  not 
disappear  before  a court  of  justice,  as  a drop 
of  snow  in  a fountain  of  pure  water,  should  it 
claim  to  be  the  original  source,  as  they  have 
done  in  1812,  29  years  after  the  original  in- 
vention. 

Again  if  we  consider  that  a man  who  never 
saw  a jack  plane,  simple  as  it  is,  cannot  use 
it;  he  will  throw  it  aside  as  useless,  and 
take  a drawing  knife  to  smooth  a piece  of  tim- 
ber, if  he  has  before  used  one,  and  cannot  be 
persuaded  to  learn  to  use  the  plane.  Then  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  such  an  improvement 
as  described,  could  be  produced  by  accidental 
thought,  and  carried  into  operation  without 
expense ; nor  could  it  have  been  introduced 
into  general  use  without  great  expense,  unless 
the  patentee  had  been  vested  with  the  autho- 
rity that  a master  lias  over  his  apprentices; 
he  gives  the  boy  a -jack  plane,  and  compels 
him  to  work  with  it  until  he  learns  the  use  of 
it.  With  such  authority  a patent  might  be 
productive  of  profit  even  in  14  years,  that  is, 
if  the  patentee  could  both  compel  to  use  and 
to  pay  him  for  the  use,  then  if  he  overcharg- 
ed, the  memorialists  might,  with  propriety, 
complain  of  oppression  and  extortion. 

The  truth  is,  that  it  was  with  great  difficul- 
ty and  expense  that  the  invention  was  matur- 


ed: it  certainly  required  much  more  to  dis* 

; seminate  it  and  get  it  into  general  use.  The 
patentee,  or  his  agents,  travelled,  say  500 
miles  at  a stretch,  spending  their  money  and 
time,  offering  the  improvement  gratis,  to  the 
first  who  should  adopt  it  in  a county,  before 
they  could  find  one  to  accept  on  those  terms. 
There  were  no  claimants  of  the  invention  in 
those  days,  no  hopperboys,  conveyors  or  drills 
to  be  found,  nor  inventors  thereof.  The  pro 
fits  and  honors  were  not  worth  disputing 
about.  The  patentee  and  his  agents  were  ri- 
diculed as  fools  by  the  very  class  who  now 
complain;  but  they  persevered  with  a hope 
of  reward  in  the  future.  One  of  the  agents 
has  no  doubt  that  he  has  travelled  on  that  bu- 
siness one  hundred  thousand  miles  in  fourteen 
years,  from  state  to  state,  and  mill  to  mill. 

The  patentee  expended  three  years  writing 
the  Millwright’s  Guide,  to  explain  the  im- 
provements, and  reduced  himself  to  a state  of 
real  indigence;  all  that  was  got  from  the  just 
and  liberal  was  expended  in  this  way,  and 
the  time  was  lost.  And  when  he  attempted 
to  put  the  law  in  force,  to  compel  the  memo- 
rialists or  such  men  to  pay,  his  patent  was 
declared  void,  while  he  supposed  $10,000  was 
due  him,  and  he  was  left  in  poverty.  Now  the 
memorialists  say  that  it  was  unjust  in  congress 
to  grant  him  a good  patent,  that  his  $10,000 
and  whole  right  were  forfeited  by  the  error  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  who  was  the  United 
' States’  officer,  and  no  fault  to  be  imputed  to 
the  inventor/  Let  justice  judge,  between  him 
and  them,  of  their  complaints  of  his  rise  of 
prices. 

He  first  offered  them  his  improvement  gra- 
tis. It  was  not  worth  setting  up.  Then  at 
thirty-three  dollars.  They  Would  not  pay. 
Then  at  forty  dollars.  It  was  quite  too  high. 
But  many  had  seized  on  it,  and  were  using  it, 
others  as  soon  as  they  supposed  the  right  lost, 
set  the  machines  to  work. 

When  he  obtained  a good  patent,  they  wrere 
all  offered  license  at  the  former  price,  $10, 
with  interest  from  the  time  they  should  have 
paid  as  their  neighbors  had  done.  Very  few 
complied,  although  notice  in  public  papers  and 
by  the  agents  calling,  that  the  price  would  be 
raised  to  $100  the  first  year,  then  to  $200  for 
the  next  year,  then  again  to  $.>00,  for  a mill 
making  twenty  barrels  flour  per  day,  where  a 
hand  and  a half  is  saved,  viz:  the  price  of  their 
wages  and  boarding  for  one  year.  They  still 
refuse  to  pay,  and  think  it  easier  to  sign  me- 
morials, in  which  they  have  had  no  mer- 
cy on  the  patentee.  They  revive  every  injuri- 
ous report  long  ago  refuted  in  courts.  It  did 
not,  perhaps,  strike  them,  that  having  had  the 
use  of  the  improvements  from  six  to  twenty 
years,  which  saved  them  $300  per  year  in 
wages  and  board  of  a miller  all  that  time,  did 
enable  them  to  pay  $300  now  easier  than  $40 
at  first.  That  their  neighbors  who  had  paid. 
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think  they  should  pay  too ; that  they  by  re 
fusing,  increased  Mr.  Evans’  expenses,  ano 
justihes  him  in  recovering  all  expenses,  costs, 
and  charges  of  lawsuits,  and  loss  of  his  time, 
by  raising  the  price  of  his  licenses  ; that  he 
has  no  other  way  to  do,  except  he  sues  them, 
and  then  the  jury  will  find  that  they  have 
seized  on  his  property,  and  are  holding  forci- 
ble possession,  they  will  award  him  the  full 
annual  rent  of  his  machines  or  improvement, 
for  the  whole  time  :fhey  have  so  forcibly  used 
it,  and  not  the  interest  on  the  rent  only,  as  he 
offers  to  take.  If  they  had  seen  all  this,  they 
would  have  preferred  to  have  done  as  Thomas 
Jefferson  did.  As  soon  as  the  demand  was 
made  he  enclosed  the  money  in  a letter,  sta- 
ting that  lie  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
paying  for  so  useful  an  improvement,  as  he 
wished  to  re  ward  the  inventor,  and  encourage 
genius,  although  lie  doubted  the  right  to  make 
the  demand. 

If  congress  could  be  informed  of  the  many 
pretenders  there  are  to  the  invention  of  every 
useful  thing  that  the  patentee  or  any  other, 
ever  got  into  useful  operation,  of  the  vexations, 
.slanders,  and  abuse  imposed  on  them,  they 
would  turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  memorialists, 
refer  them  to  the  courts  of  justice,  and  grant 
such  protection  to  inventors  as  is  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  such 
a host  of  enemies,  who  would  seize  on  his  in- 
ventions while  he  lives,  but  after  his  decease, 
and  they  be  in  full  possession,  they  would  give 
Oliver  the  whole  credit  and  honor  of  the  in- 
vention of  elevators,  conveyors,  hopperboys, 
and  drills,  but  Oliver  is  not  willing  to  wait  so 
long  for  his  reward. 

On  the  whole  his  hopes  increase,  that  con- 
gress will  be  convinced  that  the  best  and 
shortest  way  to  get  possession  of  useful  im- 
provements, and  to  promote  the  progress  of 
the  useful  arts,  as  enjoined  on  them  by  the 
constitution,  (in  these  words  : “Congress  shall 
have  power  to  promote  science  and  the  useful 
arts,  by  securing*  to  authors  and  inventors 
the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  WTitings 
or  discoveries  for  limited  times” — not  for  a 
limited  time,)  is  to  grant  their  protection  for 
a sufficient  limited  time  in  the  first  instance, 
to  engage  the  inventors  themselves  to  put 
their  inventions  in  operation.  They  are  the 
proper  masters  to  teach  the  boys  to  use 
the  jack  plane  that  they  have  first  learned  to 
work  with  themselves.  If  twenty-eight  years 
protection  be  a proper  term  for  an  author  who 
puts  his  ideas  on  paper  to  sell  (and  it  is 
known  to,  be  short  enough)  why  should  not 
the  inventor  who  puts  his  ideas  in  operation 
by  a machine,  or  to  improve  an  art,  which 
will  cost  him  a thousand  times  as  much  in 
many  cases,  be  protected  for  an  equal  time. 


* Congress  cannot  grant  but  can  protect  natural 
right. 


/? 

The  evident  conclusion  is,  that  inventions  oT 
the  utmost  importance  have  lain  dormant, 
and  cannot  be  produced  until  the  protection  be 
granted ; that  the  memorialists  are  injuring 
their  country  to  a very  great  extent. 

The  memorialits  gain  by  the  improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  hour, 
as  follows : 

For  every  20  barrels  of  flour  made  per 
day,  there  is  the  labor  of  one  full 
hand  saved.  Elisha  Tyson  with  two 
pairs  of  6 feet  stones  makes  72  bar- 
rels per  day,  there  is  saved  for  him 
the  labor  of  three  and  a half  full 
hands,  at  $1  per  day  $3  50 

72  barrels  per  day  at  50  cents,  gained 
by  making  more  superfine  flour  and 
less  stuffs,  as  proved  by  their  own 
witnesses  in  court,  is  36  00 


His  gain  by  the  use  of  the  improve- 
ments per  day  is  $39  50 

Suppose  200  days  per  year  at  $39  50,  makes 
his  gain  per  year  $7,900.  14  years  at  $7,900 

makes  his  gain  during  thepatentterm  $1 1 0,(300. 
He  has  had  the  use  of  them  about  25  years 
already. 

Jonathan  Ellicott  with  four  pairs  of  7 feet 
stones,  makes  185  barrels  of  hour  per  day; 
the  labor  of  nine  and  a fourth  hands  are 
saved  for  him,  and  his  gain  by  the  same  rule 
per  day  is  $10l  75.  His  gain  per  year  $20,350. 
His  gain  during  the  patent  term  is  $284,900. 
He  has  had  the  use  about  twenty-five  years 
already. 

Thomas  Ellicott  with  two  pairs  of  7 feet 
stones  makes  100  barrels  flour  per  day,  the 
labor  of  five  hands  is  saved  him,  and  by  the 
same  rule  his  gain  by  the  use  is  per  day  $55. 
Iiis  gain  per  year,  allowing  200  days  Work 
per  year,  is  $11,000.  His  gain  during  the  pa- 
tent term  of  14  years  is  $151,000.  He  has  had 
the  use  about  six  years,  perhaps  eight  years. 
He  has  candidly  declared  that  he  will  break 
the  patent  if  lie  can ; this  was  before  he  went 
home. 

Isaac  M‘Pherson  is  a millstone  maker,  and 
we  cannot  see  how  he  feels  the  burden,  but 
we  suspect  he  is  oppressed  by  another  patent 
which  Mr.  Evans  took  out  for  his  improve- 
ment on  making  millstones,  by  turning  and 
balancing  them  truly  on  their  centre.  This 
may  have  taken  from  him  many  good  jobg. 
It  was  he  that  wrote  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 

They  all  unite  in  saying,  that  the  profits 
have  all  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  farmer,  so 
that  there  has  not  been  more  than  three  dol- 
lars per  barrel  profit  left  to  the  miller,  and 
that  lasted  only  a part  of  the  year  1812;  it 
soon  fell  to  $2  50  per  barrel,  and  down  to  $2, 
and  even  lower. 

But  Mr.  Evans  is 'willing  to  accommodate 
and  to  divide  the  gains  and  savings,  by  the 
use  of  his  improvements,  equally  between 
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ninety-eight  honest  farmers,  the  miller  and; 
himself,  and  he  finds  that  his  share  will  be 
more  than  he  ever  demanded. 

This  is  certainly  the  most  extraordinary 
oppression;  it  burdens  the  oppressed  with 
dollars  and  eaglc\  who  call  for  more  sacks 
upon  the  back,  until  they  cry  out  bloody  mil- 
ler: bloody  miller  ! !*  Yet  they  hold  on  like 
dying  misers  to  their  bags. 


The  following  numbers  copied  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  may  be  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  tnose  interested  either  for  or 
against  patent  rights,  although  the  same 
ideas  may  in  some  instances  b e repeated. 

No.  I. 

Patent  right , for  new  and  useful  improve- 
ments, no  monopoly. 

Monopoty,  one  of  the  most  odious  terms 
an  the  English  language,  has  been  used  to 
convey  the  idea  of  exclusive  right  to  new  in- 
ventions. No  wonder  then  that  the  people 
who  have  just  conceptions  of  the  unjust  and 
oppressive  act  of  granting  monopoly,  should 
be  opposed  to  exclusive  rights,  bearing  that 
odious  name. 

Lord  Coke  described  a monopoly  to  be  a 
grant  by  the  king  to  any  person  or  persons 
of  the  exclusive  right  of  buying  or  selling, 
making  or  using  any  thing  which  any  per- 
son or  persons  had  the  right  of  buying  or 
selling,  making  or  using,  in  their  lawful  trade, 
previous  to  such  grant. 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  by  their 
act  of  21  Jac.  1,  enacted,  that  ail  such  grants 
were  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  de- 
priving their  king  of  the  prerogative  of  grant 
ing  monopolies.  But  by  the  same  act  pro- 
vided, that  the  act  should  not  extend  to  de- 
prive the  king  of  his  prerogative  of  granting 
exclusive  rights,  by  letters  patent,  to  the 
true  and  first  inventor  and  inventors,  of  any 
manner  of  new  manufactures,  within  the 
realm.  This  is  the  English  patent  law  ; 
there  is  no  other  statute  law  in  the  case. 

Why  did  parliament  make  this  exception, 
after  having  declared,  that  all  monopolies 
were  “altogether  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
realm  ? ’ I answer,  because  they  saw  that 
exclusive  rights  for  new  inventions  were  not 
monopolies,  nor  could  they  possibl  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  meaning  of  the  word,  as  de- 
scribed by  lord  Coke.  A thing  that  was  to 
be  new  in  the  realm,  certainly  never  existed 
in  the  realm,  before  invented  or  discovered  by 
the  patentee.  If  it  had  never  existed,  cer 
tainty  no  person  could  have  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  buying  or  selling,  making  or  using  it, 
in  their  lawful  trade.  The  grant  then  could 


* A play  amongst  boys,  to  try  who  can  lav  under 
the  heaviest  burden;  the  cry  of  bloody  miller  i.s 
for  relief, 


not  deprive  any  person  of  any  right  they  pos- 
sessed, nor  could  any  one  have  any  claim, of 
any  right  to  things  which  never  existed. — 
Parliament  no  doubt  conceived  that  no  per- 
son could  possibly  have  any  right  to  the  in- 
vention discovery  but  the  inventor  him- 
self. Therefore  they  allowed  their  king  the 
prerogative  of  protecting  these  rights  for  14 
years  by  his  letters  patent,  reserving  the  right 
to  parliament  of  extending  the  term,  or  grant- 
ing protection  for  new  terms,  as  might  be 
necessary — and  which  they  have  never  re- 
fused to  do  where  the  case  merited  it.  They 
have  granted  new  terms  of  7,  14,  18,  20,  25, 
30  years,  as  the  importance,  expense  or  na- 
ture of  the  case  required.  Had  they  given 
those  letters  patent  an  appropriate  name, 
and  called  them  the  king’s  protection  of  the 
right  of  the  inventor  by  his  letters  patent, 
instead  of  a monopoly,  hostility  to.  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  of  inventors  would  have 
ceased  in  a great  measure ; the  inventors 
would  have  escaped  much  persecution  ; much 
litigation  would  have  been  prevented  ; for 
the  very  idea  of  protection  by  the  supreme 
authority  in  a just  right,  would  have  been 
conveyed,  instead  of  a monopoly  of  public 
right.  While  the  people  believe  patent  rights 
to  be  monopolies,  it  will  require  a series  of 
reflections  even  in  congress  to  get  rid  of  the 
idea  ; and  no  one  can  expect  that  congress 
will  ever  consent  to  grant  a monopoly. 

If  protection  of  exclusive  rights  to  new  in- 
ventions are  -not  monopolies  in  England,  nei- 
ther can  they  be  in  this  country  ; for  no  pow- 
er exists  in  our  free  government,  to  grant 
a monopoly,  to  deprive  a person  of  any  vest- 
ed right  ; even  congress  have  not  the  power 
to  grant  a monopoly,  but  have  power  to  se- 
cure to  authors  and  inventors  exclusive  right 
to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries, 
for  limited  times,  by  their  letters  patent, 
granting  their  protection  to  inherent  right 
only.  Accordingly  our  patent  laws  afford 
protection  to  the  inventor  or  discoverer  “of 
any  new  and  useful  art,  machine,  manufac- 
ture, &,c.  or  any  new  and  useful  improve- 
ment on  any  art,  machine,  manufacture, 
&c.  not  known  or  used,”  before  discovered 
or  invented  by  the  patentee.  Therefore  pa- 
tents in  this  country  can  be  good  only  for 
things  that  are  new  and  useful ; things  un- 
known in  the  United  States  things  that  had 
no  existence  in  the  United  States,  before  in- 
vented or  discovered  by  the  patentee  ; things 
to  be  discovered,  invented,  made  or  created 
by  the  patentee,  in  addition  to  the  public 
knowledge  or  property.  If  so,  no  person 
can  have  any  vested  right  in  them  ; the  pro- 
tection gvanted  cannot  be  a monopoly  ; be- 
cause it  takes  nothing  from  nor  deprives  any 
person  of  any  right  they  possessed  ; nor  can 
the  grant  do  any  injury  to  any  person.  But 
.f  the  thing  patented  was  known  and  used  in 
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the  United  States  prior  to  the  supposed  in- 
vention or  discovery  of  the  patentee,  the  pa- 
tent would  be  void  by  our  law.  Therefore  a 
patent  right  cannot  be  a monopoly  in  this- 
country. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
legates the  power  to  congress  “to  promote 
science  and  the  useful  arts,  by  protecting  au- 
thors and  inventors  in  the  exclusive  right  to 
their  respective  writings  and  discoveries,  for 
limited  times.’’  This  clause  acknowledges 
the  right  of  inventors,  and  enjoins  it  as  a 
duty  on  Congress  to  act  effectually  so  as  to 
promote  science  and  useful  art. 

Congress,  in  the  discharge  of  this  trust, 
passed  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  promote 
the  progress  of  the  useful  arts,”  granting 
their  protection  by  letters  patent  for  14  years, 
to  inventors  or  discoverers.  We  will  pro- 
ceed to  examine  how  this  act  has  operated 
to  produce  the  effect  intended. 

No.  II. 

Congress  passed  the  act  entitled  an  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts, 
with  intent  to  excite  to  action  the  inventive 
genius  of  the  U.  States,  and  stimulate  In- 
ventors with  a prospect  and  hope  of  ample 
renumeration  for  their  labors  and  expenses, 
by  protecting  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  rights,  exclusively  for  the  term  of  14 
years,  a time  then  deemed  sufficient  to  re- 
ward them. 

Genius  was  excited,  and  many,  with  more 
zeal  and  patriotism  than  prudence,  have 
spent  their  all  in  producing  such  inventions 
and  improvements  as  their  means  were  equal 
to;  but  few  have  met  the  reward  they  expect- 
ed &.  they  find  their  patent  terms  expiring  be- 
fore they  have  received  any  profits.  And  it 
is  a notorious  fact,  that  no  class  of  society, 
equally  industrious  and  economical,  are  so 
oppressed  with  poverty  and  real  indigence; 
as  inventors  are  at  this  day. 

Those  who  have  conceived  improvements 
too  expensive  for  their  means,  have  failed  in 
their  applications  to  prudent  men  for  then- 
aid,  and  their  discoveries  lay  dormant. — 
Those  who  had  the  means  and  have  produ 
ced  expensive  improvements,  or  expended 
their  time  or  money  to  introduce  them  into 
use,  have  not  been  compensated,  but  ruined 
at  the  expiration  of  their  patent  terms. — 
There  is  no  instance  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  writer,  of  the  term  of  14  years  having- 
rewarded  the  inventor,  as  was  intended  by 
Congress,  when  they  passed  the  act.  It  be 
ing  the  general  opinion  that  he  who  makes 
a useful  improvement  is  justly  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  use  of  it  a competency  for 
life.  The  local  circumstances  of  this  coun- 
try require  a longer  time;  the  state  of  the 
arts;  the  scattered  population;  the  tedious, 
law  suits  to  be  sustained;  the  general  oppo- 


sition to  be  met  from  those  who  are  to  use 
the  improvements,  who  being  attached  to 
the  inodes  they  were  taught,  they  will  wait 
the  first  seven  years  to  see  the  utility  fully 
proved,  and  then  many  from  their  detesta- 
tion to  what  they  have  been  brought  to  view 
as  a monoply,  will  wait  the  last  seven  years 
that  the  patent  may  expire  rather  than  pay 
for  a licence.  Thus  fourteen  years  operates 
injuriously  instead  of  beneficially  to  the 
public,  in  the  following  ways : 

1st.  Totally  suppresses  all  expensive  im- 
provements that  the  inventor  has  not  the 
means  within  himself  to  produce  in  opera- 
tion, for  no  persons  will  risque  their  money 
to  assist  him,  nor  will  the  inventor  himself 
risque  the  expense  if  he  be  prudent,  while  he 
has  no  prospect  of  being  rewarded;  and  thus 
the  invention  will  lay  dormant  be  it  ever  so 
important  and  beneficial.  And  the  public 
deprive  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  such  im- 
provements, for  a much  greater  length  of 
time,  than  would  have  produced  them,  and 
rewarded  the  inventor  by  his  having  receiv- 
ed about  1-1 00th  part  of  the  benefit  the  pub- 
lic will  have  received  in  the  same  time,  but 
counting  the  benefits  to  be  received  by  the 
public  after  the  expiration  of  the  sufficient 
limited  time,  and  we  may  then  say,  the  pub- 
lic is  to  receive  one  thousand  times  the  ben- 
efit that  the  inventor  asks  for  his  own  in- 
ventions, for  which  no  one  can  shew  that 
the  public  gives  any  thing,  or  suffer  any  loss 
or  disadvantage,  by  granting  sufficient  uro- 
tection,  or  retains  or  secures  any  right  by 
refusing  to  grant  a sufficient  term. 

Witness  the  discoveries  of  the  Marquis  of 
Worcester  published,  observe,  published  in 
1663,  viz.  The  great  Elastic  power  of  Steam, 
the  Torpedo,  the  Telegraph,  Gonversive 
Statue,  the  Principles  in  Optics,  b}'  which 
he  could  discover  objects  sunk  beneath  the 
horizon,  or  beyond  objects  which  obstruct 
the  view,  a Self-moving  machine.  These 
are  all  that  can  be  recollected  by  the  writer, 
of  the  marquis’  one  hundred  inventions 
then  published,  and  which  have  been  revived 
in  this  country  between  127  and  151  years 
since  he  published  them,  As  to  the  utility 
of  his  discoveries  the  writer  can  speak  of  on- 
ly one,  viz.  The  Elastic  power  of  Steam, 
which  was  re-discovered  without  a know- 
ledge that  the  marquis  ever  existed,  and  the 
application  improved  on,  and  put  in  opera- 
tion 28  years  after  so  re-discovered,  and  140 
years  after  published  by  the  marquis,  so  as 
to  produce  a steam  engine  ten  times  as  pow- 
erful as  the  best  then  in  use,  and  can  be 
made  with  half  the  labor,  more  simple  and 
permanent,  will  require  not  more  than  half 
the  fuel,  and  wTil!  work  with  a thousandth 
part  of  the  water,  will  not  exceed  one  fourth 
part  the  weight,  can  be  wrought  with  salt 
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water,  limestone  or  muddy  water,  and  no 
sediment  shall  accumulate  to  interrupt  the 
boiler.  The  same  heat  that  drives  it  may 
hi  afterwards  applied  to  many  other  useful 
purposes,  such  a*  distilling,  heating  or  boil- 
ing water  to  evaporate  it,  or  for  other  pur 
poses,  or  to  warming  the  factory  which  the 
engine  drives,  its  portability  fits  it  for  boats 
and  carriages  and  a great  variety  of  purpo- 
ses, to  which  the  other  will  not  apply,  espe- 
cially to  boats  on  the  turbid  waters  of  the 
Mississippi,  salt  water,  &c.  and  carriages. 

What  was  the  reason  this  engine  was  not 
produced  by  the  marquis  in  his  day  ? Per- 
haps the  same  which  kept  it  dormant  28 
years  after  re- discovered  here;  14  years  on- 
ly of  exclusive  right  was  offered  him,  and 
he  could  not  produce  the  aid  he  wanted  then, 
there,  no  more  than  the  re-discoverer  could 
procure  it  here;  30  years  were  necessary. 
What  did  the  public  gain  or  secure  by  the 
refusal?  Nothing.  What  could  it  have  cost 
them  to  make  the  grant?  Nothing  What 
have  they  missed  gaining  by  refusing  the 
grant?  Benefits  to  an  incalculable  amount, 
for  if  we  take  into  calculation  half  the  price 
of  all  the  steam  engines  since  made,  and  half 
the  fuel  they  have  consumed,  and  all  other 
advantages  that  might  have  been  derived 
from  the  improvement,  it  would  swell  the 
amount  to  baffle  the  calculator. 

No.  III. 

2d.  It  confines  the  inventor  to  the  improve 
ment  of  his  own  art  only,  because  he  cannot 
gain  by  improving  any  other,  and  there  has 
been  scarcely  a solitary  instance  of  any  man 
having  improved  the  art  he  was  bred  to. — 
And  it  promotes  the  sordid  and  detestable 
principle  or  practice  (which  pervades  the 
world)  of  keeping  the  principle  of  our  arts 
secret.  For  if  an  artist,  shackled  as  he  is 
by  old  plans,  should  happen  to  discover  an 
improvement  on  hisowmart,  it  is  his  interest 
to  pay  thirty  dollars  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  U.  States,  and  take  out  a patent  to  pre- 
vent any  other  person  from  using  it  besides 
himself.  Contrary  to  the  patriotism  that 
pervades  the  breat  of  every  true  inventive 
genius,  who  glories  in  making  his  discove- 
ry known  to  all,  that  they  may  be  benefited 
by  it,  had  not  the  impolitic  law  made  it  his 
interest  to  barely  comply  with  the  law  by 
filing  a specification  in  the  patent  office, 
which  few  will  ever  see,  and  not  one  of  100 
who  shall  see  it  will  understand,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  make  and  use  the  improvement,  af 
ter  the  patent  expires.  Thus  the  inventor 
may  continue  to  have  almost  the  exclusive 
use  of  his  invention,  for  not  only  one  term, 
but  two  or  three  terms  of  14  years,  for  eve- 
ry other  person  who  may  get  the  use  of  it 
will  be  as  deeply  interested  as  himself  in 
keeping  it  a secret.  Thus  the  public  deprive 
thpmselves  of  the  benefits  of  new  and  useful' 


improvements,  by  the  very  steps  they  take 
to  get  possession  of  them. 

The  extentiou  of  a patent  term  for  a use- 
ful invention  or  improvement,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  benevolent  acts,  originating 
from  principles  of  justice  and  benevolence, 
with  intent  to  reward  the  inventor  for  his- 
past  labors  and  ingenuity,  and  to  encourage 
others  to  follow  his  example  in  producing 
other  useful  inventions.  This  looks  indeed 
a little  like  granting  a monoply  for  a thing 
already  existing  and  in  use,  until  we  recollect 
that  no  person,  except  the  inventor  himself, 
can  have  any  inherent  right  to  it;  then  it  ap- 
pears clear  to  be  no  monopoly,  but  if  the  pa- 
tentee be  not  the  inventor  or  the  discoverer, 
it  would  be  a monopoly  in  the  most  hateful 
sense  of  the  word 

These  extensions  have,  we  believe,  in 
every  instance  been  productive  of  the  most 
beneficial  effects  to  the  community,  for  in- 
stance— 

1st.  The  extension  of  Bolton  & Watts’  pa- 
tent for  25  years,  when  seven  years  of  their 
first  term  had  expired,  by  the  British  par- 
liament; which  enabled  and  encouraged 
them  to  establish  the  greatest  and  most 
beneficial  manufactory  that  ever  existed  in 
the  British  dominions,  or  perhaps  in  the 
known  world,  viz.  that  of  their  improved 
Steam  Engines. 

These  engines  are  the  prime  mover  of 
their  principal  manufactories,  founding  their 
commerce  and  gigantic  naval  power. 

2d.  The  extenson  of  Whitmore's  patent 
for  making  cards,  which  has  caused  a great 
manufactory  of  wire  and  cards  to  be  esta- 
blished in  New- York  that  will  supply  the 
U.  States. 

3d.  The  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of 
Oliver  Evans,  which  gave  a new  stimulus 
to  the  inventive  genius  of  the  United  States, 
and  enabled  him  to  force  forward  the  im- 
provements on  Steam  Engines,  against  the 
current  of  prejudice  and  opposition  which 
had  kept  it  dormant  from  1773  to  1802,  and 
had  nearly  surpressed  it  from  1802  to  1809, 
when  he  got  his  steam  mill  in  motion  in 
Pittsburgh,  since  which  it  has  progressed  ra- 
pidly, and  his  engines  are  now  applied  as 
follows  : one  20  horse  power  at  Manchack, 
sawing  timber:  on  20  horse  do.  at  Natchez, 
one  8 horse  at  do.  sawing;  one  24  horse  do. 
Lexington,  grinding  grain  ; one  40  horse  do. 
making  paper ; one  42  horse  building  for 
Limestone  on  Ohio,  for  grinding  grain;  one 
70  horse  power  for  grinding  grain  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio;  one  20  horse  power  at  Mariet- 
ta, Ohio,  grinding  grain.  There  are  going  in 
Pittsburgh  one  24  horse  power,  grinding 
grain;  one  16  horse  power,  making  paper  ; 
one  8 horse  power,  drawing  wire  &c.  ; — 
one  16  horse,  tilting  shovels  and  sjjades  ; 
ope  70  horsepower,  rolling  and,  slitting  iron. 
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And  there  are  making  at  Pittsburgh,  one  hundredth  part  of  the  benefits  the  public  or 
for  Louisville  20  horse  power ; one  20  horse  the  users  of  his  engines  receive  from  his  in- 
vfor  Frankfort,  Ky.  ; one  20  horse  for  manu-  ven;ion  ; for  it  is  a fact  that  those  who  use 
factoring  at  Cincinnati;  one  30  horse  to  j his  engines, and  know  their  superior  qualities, 
■grind  grain  at  Washington, Pt-nn.  one  13  hor-sei  would  not  accept  the  best  English  engines 
for  Lexington,  Ky.  At  work  at  Phila  las  a gift,  if  they  could  get  his  at  his  prices, 
delphia,  2 of  6 horse  power  each  for  grin  | Has  a single  right  been  sacrificed,  or  mono- 
ding  white  lead;  one  5 horse  manufacturing  poly  of  any  thing  that  existed  been  granted 
Steam  engines;  one  6 horse  spinning  cotton,  or  secured  to  him  ? 
at  New  York;  one  for  manufacturing  woollen;  No.  IY. 

cloth,  24  horse  power  ; one  24  horse  for;  Eminent  Divines  believe  that  the  bene- 
drawing  wire  and  making  cards.  At  Mid-,  ficient  Creator  of  all  things  in  his  providence^ 
dletown, Con.  one  20  horse  power  for  manufac-1  pauses  every  great  good  to  be  produced  in 
turing  woollen  cloth  At  Providence,  Jjl.  1.  one  due  time  through  human  agencies.  Some 
30  horse  power  for  spinning  cotton  ; one  20|are  inspired  to  preach  the  gospel  of  everlast- 
horse  power  for  manufacturing.  At  Boston,  ing  truth  ; others  the  principles  of  the  sciences 
one  20  horsepower  for  a boat.  Amounting  land  the  useful  arts  ; and  others  the  princi- 
in  all  to  28  Steam  Engines,  25  of  which  | pies  of  true  and  sound  policy,  Shall  one 

more  than  the  other  find  excuse,  if  he  bury 
his  talent  and  neglect  his  duty  ? If  not, 
then  all  should  be  allowed  to  labor  for  the 
public  good,  as  he  feels  himself  disposed. 

How  great  will  the  change  be  for  the  bet- 
ter, when  inventors  shall  be  protected  in  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  discoveries  for  28  in- 
stead of  14  years!  They  will  then  be  able 
to  form  associations  by  selling  a part  of 
their  patent  rights,  for  aid  to  mature  their 
discoveries  and  put  their  improvements  into 
operation.  The  public  will  then  begin  to  re- 
ceive the  benefits  of  the  use  before  7 years 
shall  have  expired.  For  the  interest  of  the 
inventor  will  be  entirely  changed:  instead  of 
keeping  his  discovery  secret,  he  will  travel, 
and  hire  agents  to  travel,  to  all  parts  of  the 
U.  States,  where  his  improvement  will  be 
beneficial,  to  instruct  the  people  to  make  and 
use  it;  and  he  may  count  on  gaining  much 
by  selling  his  licences  to  use  his  discovery 
during  his  term— for  the  people  will  not 
think  of  waiting  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
rather  than  to  purchase  licence,  and  thus 
they'  will  be  forced  into  a bargain  by  which 
the  user  of  the  improvement  will  gain  20, 
50,  or  perhaps  100  dollars,  for  one  that  he 
shall  pay  to  the  inventor  for  his  licence.  If 
100  purchase  licence,  then  the  inventor  will 
have  gained  as  much  by  the  sales,  as  any  one 
by  the  use.  If  1000  purchase  licence,  he  will 
have  gained  10  times  as  much  as  any  one  of 
them.  If  10,000  purchase  his  licence,  then 
he  Will  have  gained  100  times  ?s  much  by 
the  sales,  as  any  one  by  the  use  of  his  im 
provement.  If  he  should  become  too  rich, 
he  is  apt  to  be  liberal  and  patriotic,  he  may 
still  be  a far  more  useful  citizen  than  if  14 
years  only  had  been  granted  him,  and  he  had 
never  been  able  to  have  produced  the  im- 
provement, and  had  remained  in  poverty, 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  a whimsical  pro- 
jector, scoffed  and  insulted  because  he  did 


have  been  made  since  1809. 

These  are  some  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
liberal  grant.  Had  it  not  been  made,  his, 
improvement  would  not  have  a fourth  part 
the  progress;  for  he  would  have  had  neither 
power  nor  spirit  to  have  forced  it  on  against 
all  opposition,  as  he  has  done;  and  he  would 
have  had  the  usual  complaint  that  his  inven 
tion  had  ruined  him  And  moreover  it  has  en- 
abled him  to  support  his  son  George,  to  form 
associations  in  Pittsburg,  and  there  to  esta 
blish  an  iron  foundery,  steam  engine  manu 
factory,  mould  makers’  shop,  and  black 
smiths  shops,  with  10  or  12  smiths7  forges  ; 
and  more  than  50  workmen  are  there  daily 
employed;  making  steam  engines  and  other 
machinery,  such  as  are  wanted  in  the  wes- 
tern country.  And  in  order  to  bring  about 
this  establishment,  the  patentee  assigned  one 
fourth  part  of  his  patent  right  to  his  im- 
provement on  the  steam  engine,  to  Mr.  Lu- 
ther Stephens,  of  Lexington,  Ky.  to  compen- 
sate him  for  an  improvement  that  he  had 
made  to  simplify  its  form,  and  to  engage  his 
talents  in  promoting  its  progress  into  use. 

And  another  fourth  part  his  son,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  would  associate  and  form  the 
establishment,  which  they  have  done  with  a 
full  hope  that  Congress  would  be  disposed 
to  grant  their  protection  in  the  exclusive 
right  to  the  improvement  for  another  term, 
to  insure  them  a liberal  compensation  for  the 
great  undertaking,  as  well  as  to  reward  the 
inventor.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  inven 
tor  has  surrendered  one  half  his  exclusive 
right  to  his  improvement,  to  promote  esta- 
blishments to  extend  the  use  of  his  improve- 
ment, for  the  public  interest. 

These  steam  engines  are  sold  at  lower 
prices  than  any  other  can  be  made  and  sold 
at.  They  will  not  require  more  than  half 
the  fuel  to  produce  equal  power.  So  that 
the  inventor  cannot  be  said  to  demand  any 

thing  for  his  licence; for  be  grants  licence! not  make  what  he  said  he  had  discovered, 
with  the  engine  It  is  certain,  however,  tha  j But  if  after  he  has  become  so  rich  he  should 
lie  does  not  retain  for  his  exclusive  right  one' become  niggard  and  miser,  (which  God  for- 
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bid  for  the  honor  of  inventors)  yet  he  will( 
soon  die,  and  his  riches  may  fail  into  better; 
hands.  But  putting  the  inventors  out  of  the' 
question,  it  appears  that  the  public  will  gain . 
100  times  as  much  as  the  inventors  them-j 
selves:  If  so,  certainly  the  public  interest  re-j 
quires  the  patent  term  to  be  extended  to  28 
years,  provided  no  money  is  to  be  expended, 
no  right  infringed,  no  injury  done,  either 
public  or  private,  no  monopoly  of  any  exis- 
ting thing  granted,  to  obtain  so  great  bene- 
fits as  to  redeem  from  poverty  and  distress  a 
useful  class  of  citizens  and  their  families,  by 
simply  allowing  them  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  own  rights  and  labor  for  28  years,  on- 
ly, while  every  other  citizen  is  protected  for 
ever  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
labors,  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 
arts  with  unexampled  rapidity,  by  bringing 
forth  many  improvements  now  lying  dormant 
for  want  of  encouragement,  to  increase  the 
power  and  wealth  of  the  nation,  at  this  time 
engaged  in  defensive  war,  and  in  more  need 
of  such  aid.  For  science  and  art,  united  with 
valor,  will  always  be  an  overmatch  for  valor 
alone.  Believing  as  he  writes,  the  writer  can 
not  refrain  from  hoping  and  believing  that 
the  great  change  will  soon  be  made.  If  his 
zeal  is  without  knowledge,  the  goodness  of 
the  cause  will  obtain  for  him  the  indulgence 
of  his  superiors. 

NO  V. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Isaac  Sanford,  artist 
and  manufacturer,  dated 
Providence , Rhode  Island , Dec.  20,  1813. 

Dear  Sir — In  answer  to  your  enquiries:  I 
resided  in  England  upwards  of  ten  years; 
during  that  time  had  frequent  opportunities 
to  examine  the  steam  engines  erected  on 
Messrs.  Watt  and  Bolton’s  plan.  I was  more 
attentive  to  the  subject,  from  a conviction 
that  they  were  better  calculated  for  driving 
machinery  than  water,  and  being  determin- 
ed to  use  one  on  my  return. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  I was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  by  your  publication  that  you  had 
made  great  improvement  on  the  principle, 
which  gave  birth  to  the  order  for  the  engine 
at  Middletown.  It  is  no  more  than  candid 
to  say,  that  engine  performed  far  to  exceed 
my  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  continued  so 
during  my  stay.  Your  late  improvement,  the 
inexhaustible  principle,  is  great.  And  from 
what  has  been  done  with  the  engine  lately 
erected  for  us  here,  I am  convinced  that  it 
will  not  only  enable  me  to  warm  the  adjoin- 
ing apartments,  but  at  the  same  time  save  a 
considerable  part  of  the  fuel.  By  supplying 
the  boiler  with  distilled  water,  they  will  be 
much  more  free  from  sediment,  which  can- 
not be  avoided  in  the  old  plan.  And  from 
experience  am  convinced  our  engine  will  not 
require  more  than  one  and  a half  cords  of 
wood  in  12  hours;  and  were  it  on  the  plan  of 


Messrs.  Watt  and  Bolton,  it  would  take  not 
less  than  4 cords.  Consequently  from  the 
bare  difference  in  the  fuel,  exclusive  of  the 
other  advantages.,  every  man  will  acknow- 
ledge with  me,  that  it  is  better  to  take  your 
engines  at  your  price,  than  others  at  a gift. 

I deem  it  a duty  I owe  to  society,  candidly 
to  declare  my  opinion  with  regard  to  your 
improvements.  I am  doing  the  public  much 
greater  good  than  yourself,  See. 

(Signed)  ISAAC  SANFORD. 

The  above  extract  of  a letter  from  an  ar- 
tist of  great  experience  and  ingenuity,  cer- 
tainly merits  attention  from  the  public.  It 
is  a repetition  of  the  same  opinion  expressed 
in  his  letter  dated  Middletown.  June  16th, 
1811;  and  other  gentlemen  might  be  quoted 
to  the  same  amount. 

It  has  been  shewn,  that  to  extend  a patent- 
term  to  reward  an  inventor  for  the  good 
he  has  happened  to  be  able  to  do,  because  he 
has  encountered  great  difficulties  in  getting 
his  improvement  into  operation,  is  a great 
good  and  beneficent  act.  But  how  much 
more  great,  good  and  beneficent  would  the 
act  be,  to  award  the  protection  of  govern- 
ment for  the  double  term  in  the  first  instance, 
and  remove  all  those  difficulties  out  of  the 
inventors  way.  Thus  to  enable  them  to  do 
good  they  can  never  can  be  able  to  do  with- 
out such  aid,  to  shew  what  they  can  do,  to 
bring  into  active  operation  perhaps,  talents 
of  the  highest  value,  that  are  concealed  by 
poverty,  to  produce  improvements  in  a ten- 
fold ratio,  perhaps  both  as  to  numbers  and 
value.  Now,  if  any  person  can  shew  that 
such  a grant  would  cost  the  government  a 
single  cent  more  than  the  time  of  passing 
the  act,  or  deprive  a single  citizen  of  a single 
right,  it  will  be  acknowledged,  so  far,  a good 
reason  for  refusing  it.  But  if  no  such  thing 
can  be  shewn,  why  should  we  not  hope  that 
it  will  speedily  be  granted. 

No.  YI. 

Let  us  take  a view  and  try  to  discover 
what  effect  a patent  term  of  28  years,  grant- 
ed in  the  first  instance  might  have  had  on  the 
inventions  and  improvements  of  a single  in- 
ventor, who  has  been  so  fortunate  at  last  as 
to  escape  from  the  dreary  waste,  where  men 
seek  for  new  discoveries,  where  insult,  abuse 
and  robbery  is  tolerated  by  common  law,  and 
the  cold  north  east  winds  of  disappointment, 
poverty  and  despair,  rage  incessantly,  leav- 
ing behind  him  his  fellow  sufferers  in  too 
great  numbers  for  him  to  attempt  to  relieve. 
He  had  discovered  before  the  year  1785  the 
following  improvements,  viz:  the  principles 
for  propelling  carriages  on  turnpike  roads, 
and  boats  on  the  western  waters,  h}r  steam 
— some  improvements  in  making  iron  wire 
for  card  teeth— a machine  for  making  wire 
into  , card  teeth  at  the  rate  of  3000  in  a min- 
ute—a machine  for  pricking  the  holes  in  tjie- 
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leather  at  the  rate  of  200  pair  in  12  hours 
— a machine  for  making  the  teeth,  pricking 
the  leather,  and  setting  the  teeth  of  cotton 
and  wool  cards  at  the  same  time;  this  was 
not  put  in  operation  but  lost,  (a  machine  for 
the  same  purpose  has  since  been  made  andj 
patented  by  Mr.  Whittemore) — improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  ilonr  by  a com- 
bination of  improved  machines;  an  improve 
ment  in  rice  mills,  supposed  to  be  as  com- 
plete as  in  the  flour  mills;  a machine  for 
reaping  wheat  and  other  grain,  by  the  pow- 
er of  a horse;  (and  last)  a mill  to  draw  wire 
and  make  it  into  card  teeth.  For  he  that 
can  invent  new  things  is,  we  believe,  deficient 
in  memory;  and  when  new  ideas  or  concep 
lions  are  repelled,  as  unprofltable  and  expen- 
sive guests,  they  quickly  disappear,  perhaps 
never  intrude  again  on  the  same  person. 

The  mind  of  the  inventor  was  always  en- 
tirely too  fertile  for  his  means.  When  he 
anpiied  to  the  millers  of  his  vicinity  to  con- 
tribute to  the  expence  of  constructing  and 
maturing  his  improvements  in  flour  mills, 
and  to  share  in  the  use  of  them  when  com- 
pleted; they  refused,  and  no  one  could  be 
found  to  pay  any  thing  Of  this  he  com- 
plained to  influential  gentlemen,  who  advis- 
er] him  to  petition  the  legislature  for  exclu- 
sive rights — and  thus  originated  his  first  ap 
plication  to  government,  before  the  patent 
jaws  or  federal  government  existed.  He  ob- 
served at  that  time,  “that  if  government 
would  purchase,  all  his  inventions,  (meaning 
all  that  have  been  named)  and  sell  licences 
to  the  people,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  public  debt  and  free  the  country  from 
taxes.”  These  were  his  expanded  concep- 
tions at  that  early  period,  and  these  are  but 
a part  of  what  he  has  conceived.  At  that 
time  he  had  but  feint  conceptions  of  the  op- 
position to  the  introduction  of  his  improve- 
ment, and  the  insult,  abuse,  and  robbery,  he 
had  to  meet  as  soon  as  the  value  of  his  in- 
ventions would  appear,  of  the  great  labor 
and  expence  of  maturing  his  improvements, 
of  the  tedious  law  suits  he  should  have  to 
sustain  to  defend  his  right,  to  wear  away 
his  patent  term  before  lie  could  begin  to  re 
alize  any  profits.  Nor  the  great  thirst  many 
could  have  to  be  thought  the  inventor,  after 
the  utility  of  his  discoveries  should  be  known 
^-the  numerous  and  false  pretensions  they 
would  set  up,  the  intrigues  and  corruptions 
that  would  be  practiced,  to  support  their 
claims  and  defraud  him  of  his  rights;  the 
powerful  combinations  that  would  be  f'orm- 
'ed  by  the  •unjust  and  hypocritical  to  calum 
niate  him,  the  glaring  falsehoods  that  would 
be  propagated  to  excite  the  indignation  of 
even  the  best  and  most  just,  most  eminent 
men, against  him — until  they  could  be  unde- 
ceived. Little  did  he  think  that  29  years ! 
should  pass  away,  instead  of  14,  before  half 


is 

of  his  improvements  could  be  commenced,  or 
that  they  should  die  with  him. 

No.  Yll  — FINANCE. 

The  following  theoretical  scheme  for  rais- 
ing a revenue  and  freeing  the  people  of  the 
U.  States  from  taxes,  is  offered  for  consi- 
deration. 

Whereas,  it  is  evident*  that  man’s  ideas 
and  inventions  are  by  natural  law  his  own 
exclusive  property,  and  that  the  power  of 
the  state  cannot  divest  him  of  them,  so  long 
as  he  chooses  to  hold  his  right  exclusively. — 
Therefore,  governments  have  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  offer  to  all  inventors  to  protect 
them  in  the  full  and  exclusive  right  to  the 
use  and  benelit  of  their  ideas  and  inventions 
for  14  years,  on  condition  that  they  will  dis- 
close them  and  put  them  in  useful  operation, 
and  so  describe  them,  that  the  public  may 
have  the  full  use  of  them,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  patent  term:  And  that  those  inven- 
tions so  described,  shall  become  the  property 
of  the  public,  in  which  each  individual  of  the 
community  shall  hold  an  equal  share,  and  re- 
ceive an  equal  share  of  the  benefits;  not  com- 
mon property,  to  be  used  by  those  only  whose 
interest  they  will  alone  promote,  and  that 
without  rendering  any  compensation  for 
those  benefits  to  the  rest  of  the  community, 
but  the  property  of  all,  who  shall  share  the 
benefits  equally. 

And  whereas,  long  experience  has  proved, 
that  protection  for  14  years  only  is  too  short 
a time.  The  inventors  protest  against  it,  be- 
cause, say  they,  we  had  no  part  or  share  in 
making  the  contract,  it  was  made  ex  parte  by 
the  government  alone.  And  the  time  is  too 
short  to  induce  them  to  disclose  their  inven- 
tions and  put  them  in  useful  operation,  when  it 
would  be  attended  with  any  considerable  ?a- 
bor  and  expence,  none  but  the  imprudent 
accept  the  terms,  and  they  have  become  the 
objects  of  the  scoff  and  ridicule  of  knaves 
and  fools  (this  they  themselves  acknowledge) 
until  they  succeed  in  producing  something 
useful  and  profitable,  when  they  become  the 
objects  of  their  malice,  envy,  persecution, 
insult,  abuse  and  robbery.  And  they  have 
and  will  by  their  calumnies,  supported  by 
numbers,  excited  and  will  excite  even  the  in- 
dignation of  the  most  just  and  best  men. 
against  the  inventors. 

The  first  part  of  the  scheme  then  is,  for 
the  government  to  extend  their  protection 
from  14  to  28  years.  This  will  excite  to  ac- 
tion prudent  inventors,  and  enable  them  to 
obtain  the  aid  of  rich  men,  to  put  in  operation 
the  most  expensive  and  most  important  in- 
ventions and  improvements— many  which  are 
now  lying  dormant,  though  long  since  disco 
vered,  and  would  produce  ten  times  the  num- 
ber of  improvements  of  ten  times  the  value. 

The  second  part  of  the  scheme  is,  for  the 
government  to  take  charge  of  the  improve- 


14  THE  weekly  register— second  ADDENDA,  VOL.  V. 


incuts,  at  the  expiration  of  the  patent  terms, 
and  sell  licences  to  those  who  wish  to  use^ 
them,  at  such  prices  as  they  may  be  worth 
annually,  and  place  the  proceeds  in  the  trea 
sury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people. 

To  elucidate  this  scheme,  we  will,  for  in- 
stance, take  some  of  the  late  improvements 
already  in  use,  and  some  that  are  declare  a 
to  be  ready  to  be  put  in  operation 

1.  The  cotton  gin,  that  has  doubled  the  va- 
lue of  every  cotton  plantation;  and  consider 
what  each  planter  could  afford  to  pay  annu- 
ally, rather  than  do  without  it. 

■ 2.  The  improvements  in  the  manufacture 
of  flour;  considering  what  could  be  paid  on 
each  pair  of  millstones  annually. 

3.  The  late  improvements  on  steam  en- 
gines; and  what  could  be  paid  for  each  horse 
power  per  annum,  which  will  be  applied  to 
mills,  forges,  and  manufactories,  &c.  of  eve- 
ry kind. 

4.  The  improvements  on  steam  boats;  con- 
sidering that  there  will  be  thousands  of  them 
and  what  will  be  paid  annually  on  each. 

5.  Steam  waggons;  the  great  number  there 
would  be  of  them,  and  what  would  be  paid 
on  each  annually. 

Each  of  those  inventions  would  produce 
an  immense  sum  annualty,  if  in  the  hands  of 
government,  who  might  charge  28  times  the 
price  that  the  patentees  can,  and  would  not 
be  charged  with  extortion,  as  inventors  are. 
They  could  demand  annually,  as  much  as  the 
inventor  dare  demand  for  his  whole  patent 
term. 

The  writer  forbears  to  calculate  the  vast 
amount,  for  the  reader  would  say  the  man 
is  deranged.  The  whole  truth  would  not 
bear  to  be  told  in  this  6ase ; for  the  Indian 
who  had  seen  Fitche’s  steam  boat,  when  he 
returned  to  his  country,  and  was  relating  the 
many  wonders  that  he  had  seen,  was  listen- 
ed to  until  he  said  he  had  seen  a great  ca- 
noe run  up  stream  by  fire  and  smoke,  was 
knocked  down  by  one  of  his  hearers,  who 
exclaimed,  c I knew  that  you  were  lying  all 
the  while,  but  this  is  too  great  a lie  to  be 
borne  with.’  There  would  be  no  monoply 
of  any  tiling  that  evfer  had  existed  by  this 
scheme  ; the  revenue  would  arise  from  new 
stock.  And  one  great  advantage  would  be, 
he  who  paid  his  money  into  the  treasury 
(without  expence  to  the  public  to  collect  it) 
would  do  it  most  clieertully,  expecting  to 
gain  3 or  400  per  cent,  by  it. 

Persecution  of  inventors  would  entirely 
cease,  for  it  would  become  the  interest  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  to  support  them 
in  their  rights,  that  their  improvements  might 
finally  become  public  property.  The  sordid 
and  unjust  would  cease  to  calumniate  inven 
tors,  for  they  could  have  no  hope  of  getting 
possession  of  their  property  i without  paying 
for  it)  by  so  doing.  Inventors,  encouraged 


by  the  sweet  reward  of  riches  and  honors, 
would  flourish  beyond  all  former  examples, 
and  the  government  soon  become  the  rich- 
est in  the  world,  and  the  people  be  forever 
freed  from  taxes.  And  it  is  certainly  nei- 
ther justice  nor  good  policy  that  any  parti- 
cular class  should  receive  the  whole  benefits 
of  any  particular  invention,  when  it  is  the 
property  of  the  whole  people.  Why  shou/d 
the  cotton  planters  only  be  enriched  by  the 
cotton  gin,  or  the  millers  by  the  improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  flour  ? They 
have  not  (many  of  them)  used  the  inventors 
generously  or  justly.  Congress  have  th& 
power  to  devise  the  means  of  raising  a reve- 
nue, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  put  an 
end  to  this  species  of  injustice,  by  passing  a 
law,  that  as  fast  as  patents  expire,  the  im- 
provements shall  be  the  property  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  their  use  be  licenced  by  the 
government,  at  the  prices  they  may  be  worth 
annually. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senators , and 
Representatives  in  Congress , individually , 

The  subscriber,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  patentees  in  the  United  States,  begs  leave 
to  represent  to  the  members  of  Congress: 

That  when  any  man  discovers  a piece  of 
unlocated  land,  he  is  allowed  by  law  to  pa- 
tent it,  and  on  paying  the  public  for  their 
right  to  the  soil,  it  is  secured  to  him,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  — He  can  sell  any 
part  of  it  to  others,  to  induce  them  to  join 
with  him  in  improving  the  same,  b}7  building 
mills,  furnaces,  forges,  bridges,  roads,  canals, 
&c.  for  their  own  and  the  public  benefit. — 
But  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  exclusive  right 
to  the  land  had  been  granted  for  only  four- 
teen years,  that  he  could  neither  afford  to 
make  such  improvements,  nor  could  he  sell 
any  part  of  his  right  to  induce  others  to  en- 
gage to  do  it ; and  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  no  prudent  person  would  patent  such 
lands,  and  no  improvements  w>  uld  be  made 
thereon,  although  it  does  not  cost  a man  much 
to  discover  un located  land,  it  being  a fixed,  ex- 
isting thing,  that  can  be  easily  found  by  any 
one  who  will  go  to  it. 

But  to  discover  a new  principle,  or  the 
means  of  applying  a principle  to  make  a new 
and  useful  improvement  in  science  or  art, 
oftentimes  requires,  not  only  ingenuity,  but 
great  labor  and  exertion,  of  both  body  and 
mind,  in  a long  course  of  expensive  experi- 
ments, for  it  is  not  an  existing  fixed  thing, 
but  has  to  be  discovered,  invented,  and  in  a 
measure  created  by  the  inventor.  The  pub- 
lic can  have  no  claim  to  it,  or  any  thing  that 
does  not  exist  as  proprietors  of  the  soil.  He 
that  creates  or  produces  a thing  that  never 
before  existed,  is  by  common  consent,  and 
the  laws  of  nature,  the  only  proprietor,  as  no 
other  person  can  possibly  have  any  claim  or 
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fight  to  it.  Thus,  inventors  humbly  conceive, 
that  they  are  entitled  to  be  secured  in  their 
rights  for  more  than  fourteen  years. — lnven 
tors  are  so  lew  in  number  that  they  are  never 
represented  in  legislation,  and  cannot  defend 
their  rights,  but  are  subject  to  the  rest  of  the 
community,  win*  forget  to  legislate,  to  pro- 
tect such  property  as  inventors  produce ; 
therefore,  the  property  of  the  inventor  only 
is  left  unprotected,  and  it  is  common  to  all, 
excepting  only  in  such  countries  where  the 
evil  tendency  of  such  policy  has  been  dis- 
covered ; there  the  inventor  is  protected  in 
his  rights  for  limited  times  ; and  even  this 
partial  justice  has  been  productive  of  much 
good.  But  we  have  heard  no  good  reason 
assigned  why  protection  to  them  should  be 
extended  to  14  years  only,  while  all  other 
classes  are  protected  in  the  exclusive  right  to 
thq  fruits  of  their  labor  forever  ; they  cannot, 
more  than  others,  afford  to  surrender  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  to  the  public,  at  the  end 
of  fourteen  years ; nor  ean  they  improve  their 
inventions  or  discoveries,  or  sell  any  part  of 
their  right  to  others,  to  induce  them  to  join 
with  them  to  improve  or  extend  their  proper- 
ty for  their  o\vn,  or  the  public  benefit. 

A protection  for  fourteen  years  onty,  tends 
to  suppress  the  inventive  genius  and  labors 
of  every  prudent  and  wiseman  ; for  he  knows 
that  in  so  short  a time,  an  improvement  can- 
not be  introduced  against  the  prejudice  and 
opposition  it  has  to  meet,*  so  as  to  yield  any 
profit;  therefore,  discoveries  must  lay  dor 
mant,  or  be  produced  at  the  expence,  and  to 
the  injury  and  ruin  of  the  inventor,  which  is 
so  often  the  case,  that  the  reader  will  ac- 
knowledge that  he  would  not  bear  the  name 
of  a projector  of  new  things  for  any  conside- 
ration, as  it  would  destroy  his  credit  equal  to 
a bankruptcy. 

All  inventors  think  themselves  capable  of 
carrying  on  regular  business  in  the  beaten 
track  as  well  as  others,  and  generally  have 
in  their  latter  days  to  lament  that  they  have 
labored  for  the  public,  subjecting  themselves 
to  the  frauds  and  jeers  of  knaves  and  wags, 
to  deprivations  and  poverty,  while  they  have 
expended  labor  and  exercised  talents  that 
would  have  soon  raised  them  to  independence 
if  applied  for  their  private  interest.  Believ 
ing  that  no  further  arguments  need  be  used, 
and  that  he  cannot  make  the  case  clearer,  it 
remains  with  Congress  to  decide  whether 
this  state  of  things  shall  continue,  and  whe- 
ther the  public  interest  would  not  be  great- 
ly promoted  by  a further  protection  to  the 
rights  of  inventors. 

The  writer,  however,  begs  leave  to  declare 
that  he  believes  that  as  early  as  1786,  he 

♦The  greatest  opposition  is  always  to  be  met  from 
those  who  ate  to  be  most  benefitted  from  the  im- 
provement; that  is,  from  those  who  are  to  use  it; — 
they  cannot  be  inflated  to  leave  their  old  track. 
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himself  had  conceived  and  discovered  useful 
improvements,  which,  if  they  had  been 
promptly  and  extensively  put  into  operation, 
and  the  savings  or  gains  by  the  use  of  them 
collected  into  the  public  treasury,  it  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  have  discharged  the 
public  debt,  defrayed  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment, and  freed  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  taxes.  But  the  most  of  them 
have  been  suppressed  by  the  above  stated 
policy,  and  are  dormant  at  this  day.  But 
he  knows  that  this  assertion  cannot  be  cre- 
dited, for  he  has  heretofore  been  deemed 
deranged  for  asserting  much  less.  He  hopes, 
therefore,  that  congress  will  appoint  a com- 
mittee, to  ascertain  the  improvements  he  has 
already  got  into  use,  as  well  as  those  which 
he  has  specified  in  the  patent  office,  and  are 
lying  dormant,  that  they  may  judge  how  far 
the  assertion  may  be  true.  If  it  prove  true 
in  but  onehundreth  part,  there  surely  may 
be  ninety  nine  other  inventors  in  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  deficiency  and  make  the 
case  still  worthy  the  attention  of  congress 
to  pass  a supplement  to  the  patent  laws, 
granting  patentees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  privilege  of  renewing  their  patents  for  a 
second  term  of  fourteen  years,  any  time 
within  the  last  seven  years  of  their  first 
term  ; for  if  such  supplement  should  pro- 
duce improvements  operating  in  the  United 
States,  the  profits  of  the  use  of  which  will 
be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  public  debt, 
and  exempt  the  people  of  the  U.  States  from 
further  taxation,  it  would  be  more  than  can 
be  devised  by  any  other  means.  The  inven- 
tors will  not  fail  on  their  parts  to  produce 
the  improvements,  and  if  others  can  devise 
the  means  of  collecting  the  profits  thereof 
into  the  treasury,  the  whole  would  soon  be 
done;  if  not,  the  profits  will  remain  some- 
where in  the  United  States;  wealth  is  a good 
source  from  whence  to  draw  supplies  by 
loans  or  taxation. 

If  the  protection  now  asked  (for  all  paten- 
tees) had  been  granted  to  the  subscriber 
when  he  petitioned  the  legislatures  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware  and  Maryland,  in  the 
years  1786 — 7,  and  had  he  found  assistance 
to  put  his  discoveries  in  full  operation,  and 
have  drawn  one  dollar  out  of  every  hundred 
dollars  gained  by  their  use,  (as  he  now  does 
from  the  use  of  h*s  improvements  for  the 
manufacture  of  flour)  he  might  have  been  a- 
ble  to  have  loaned  g©vernment  a large  sum 
at  this  day;  and  those  who  used  his  improve- 
ments to  have  loaned  or  paid  in  taxes  nine- 
ty nine  times  as  much  from  the  same  source. 
And  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  in- 
jury that  any  person  would  have  sustained 
from  the  wealth  of  either  the  inventor  or  the 
user  of  his  improvements. 

If  it  was  right  in  the  legislature  of  New- 
lYork  to  grant  exclusive  right  to  Messrs.  Li. 


10  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SECOND  ADDENDA,  VOL.  V. 


vingston  and  Fulton  for  thirty  years,  which 
did  produce  steamboats  in  operation  in  1807 
which  had  laid  dormant  twenty  one  years 
for  want  of  such  protection  and  aid,  after  ha- 
ving been  invented  and  put  in  operation  by 
others;  it  was  an  error  in  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  1787,  to  reject  my  improve- 
ments, because  they  could  not  understand 
them,  and  wrong  in  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land in  limiting  their  grant  to  fourteen  years 
a term  too  short  to  enable  me  to  produce 
them. 

If  it  be  an  error  in  an  individual  to  refuse 
to  use  a patented  machine,  which  would 
save  him  one  hundred  dollars  in  any  given 
time,  for  fear  of  paying  one  dollar,  or  even 
six  dollars  out  of  the  hundred,  to  the  inven- 
tor, still  it  may  be  best  to  accept  of  impor- 
tant improvements  on  the  terms  that  they 
can  be  produced.  What  was  wrong  or  right 
at  one  time  may  be  so  now. 

Great  and  expensive  improvements,  al- 
though they  may  be  ever  so  important,  can- 
not be  produced  without  the  protection  that 
is  asked;  less  will  be  thankfully  received, 
but  less  will  not,  perhaps,  answer  the  great 
purpose  of  stimulating  genius  to  action,  by 
remuneration  equal  to  labors,  expenses,  and 
risks. 

When  we  reflect  that  we  ask  neither  mo- 
ney nor  monopoly  of  any  existing  thing  of 
congress,  that  the  grant  cannot  deprive  any 
person  of  any  thing,  while  it  may  enable  us 
to  produce  many  new  and  useful  things  of  the 
utmost  importance  and  benefit  to  the  com 
munity,  promising  to  do  much  good,  without 
as  we  believe,  a possibility  of  doing  any 
harm — While  we  offer  to  produce  things  of 
high  value  to  the  public,  on  condition  of 
their  securing  to  us  not  more  perhaps  than 
«ne  hundreth  part  of  their  value,  equal  to 


(lending  money,  or  its  value,  at  one  per  cent; 
for  one  year,  and  then  forgiving  the  debt— 

I To  serve  our  country  in  the  way  the  God 
of  nature  has  qualified  us  best  to  serve  it— 
(To  enrich  our  country  on  the  simple  con- 
jdition  of  its  refraining  from  the  use  of  our 
'property  without  our  consent  for  a limited 
itime,  doing  us  justice  in  but  a small  propor- 
tion as  done  to  others — Allowing  us  to  enrich 
ourselves  by  our  own  labors,  while  we  shall 
enrich  our  neighbors  and  our  country  at  the 
same  time — Acknowledging  ourselves  entire- 
ly subject  to  the  rest  of  the  community,  a 
class  without  protection,  excepting  for  li- 
miting times,  without  the  means  of  defend- 
ing our  rights — Anxious  to  do  all  the  good 
chat  we  conceive  ourselves  capable  of.  but 
sensible  that  we  cannot  do  it  at  our  own  ex- 
pense, without  a prospect,  tempted  to  aban- 
don our  natural  pursuits,  suppress  our  pa- 
triotism and  bury  our  talents,  that  we  may 
be  free  and  independent,  as  others  are.  Un- 
der reflections  like  these,  vce  cannot  refrain 
from  hoping  that  ail  we  ask  will  be  speedi- 
ly granted.  When  we  shall  be  able  to 
form  associations,  obtain  the  necessary  aid, 
give  our  minds  full  scope,  with  farr  prospects, 
we  will  sopn  prove  the  good  policy  of  ex- 
tending to  us,  as  to  others,  the  full  en- 
joyment of  the  fruits  of  our  labors,  although 
it  he  but  for  limited  times. 

We  will  not  be  compelled  to  keep  our  dis- 
coveries and  principles  of  art  secret  in  our 
own  defence;  this  sordid  and  execrable  prin- 
ciple which  we  despise  will  be  exploded,  for- 
ever, as  soon  as  our  interest  can  be  promoted 
by  disclosing  and  publishing  them. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

OLIVER  EVANS, 
Washington , Jan.  7th>  1814. 
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Commodore  Decatur. 


I? IlO M THE  ANALECTIC  MAGAZINE. 

Commodore  Stephen  Decatur  is  of  French 
descent,  by  the  male  line.  His  grandfather 
was  a native  of  La  Rochelle,  in  France,  and 
married  a lady  of  Rhode-Island.  Ilis  father, 
Stephen  Decatur,  was  bornin  Newport  (Rhode 
Island,)  and  when  a very  young  man  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  Irish  gehtlcman  by  the  name?  of  Pine, 
lie  was  bred  to  the  sea,  and  commanded  a 
merchant  vessel  out  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia until  the  establishment  of  the  navy,  wjien 
he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Delaware 
sloop  of  war.  He  continued  in  her  uptil  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  was  built,  when  the  com- 
mand of  that  ship  was  given  to  him,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  merchants  wh.o  had 
built  her  subscription.  In  this  situation  he 
remained  until  peace  was  made  with  France, 
when  he  resigned  his  commission,  and  re- 
tired to  his  residence  a few  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which  happened  in  Nov.  1808. 

His  son,  Stephen  Decatur,  the  present  com- 
modore, was  born  on  the  5th  Jan.  1779,  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  whither  his 
parents  had  retired,  whilst  the  British  were 
in  possession  of  Philadelphia.  They  returned 
to  that  city  when  he  was  a few  months  old, 
and  he  was  there  educated  and  brought  up. 

He  entered  the  navy  in  March,  1798,  as 
midshipman,  and  joined  the  frigate  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  commodore 
Barry,  who  had  obtained  the  warrant  for 
him.  He  continued  for  some  time  with  that 
officer,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant. The  United  States  at  that  time  re- 
quired some  repairs,  and  not  wishing  to  re- 
main in  port  he  requested  an  order  to  join 
the  brig  Norfolk,  then  bound  to  the  Spanish 
main.  He  performed  one  cruize  in  her  as 
first  lieutenant,  and  on  his  return  to  port  re- 
sumed his  station  on  board  of  the  United 
States  where  he  remained  until  peace  vva^ 
concluded  with  France. 

He  was  then  ordered  to  the  Essex  as  first 
lieutenant,  and  sailed  with  commodore  Dale's 
squadron  to  the  Mediterranean.  On  the  re- 
turn of  that  squadron  he  was  ordered  to  the 
New  York,  one  of  the  second  Mediterranean 
squadron,  uijder  the  command  of  commodore 
Morris. 

When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  he 
.sup.  vox?.  V.— frice  one  dolla-b, 


was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  Argus, 
and  proceed  in  her  to  join  commodore  Preble's 
squadron,  then  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  on 
his  arrival  there  to  resign  the  command  of  the 
Argus  to  lieutenant  Hull,  and  take  the  schoo- 
ner Enterprize,  then  commanded  by  that  oil- 
cer.  After  making  that  exchange  he  pro 
ceeded  to  Syracuse,  where  the  squadron  was 
to  rendezvous.  On  his  arrival  at  that  port 
he  was  informed  of  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia,,  which  had  ran  aground  on  the 
Barbary  coast,  and  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Tripolitans.  The  idea  immediately  pre- 
sented its.elf  to  his  mind  of  attempting  her  re- 
capture or  destruction.  On  commodore  Pre- 
ble’s arrival,  a few  days  afterwards,  he  pro 
posed  to  him  a plan  for  the  purpose,  and  vot 
lunteered  his  services  to  execute  it.  The 
wary  mind  of  that  veteran  officer  at  first  dis- 
approved pf  an  enterprize  so  full  of  peril;  bui 
the  risks  and  difficulties  that  surrounded  ic 
only  stimulated  the  ardor  of  Decatur,  and  im<- 
p ailed  to  it  an  air  of  adventure,  fascinating  tq 
his  youthful  imagination. 

The  consent  of  the  commodore  having  been 
obtained,  lieutenant  Decatur  selected  for  tl  e 
expedition  a ketch  (the  Intrepid)  which  he 
had  captured  a few  weeks  before  from  thq 
enemy,  and  manned  her  with  seventy  volun- 
teers, chiefly  from  his  own  crew.  He  sailed 
from  Syracuse  on  the  3d  Feb.  1804,  accompar 
nied  by  the  United  States’  brig  Syren,  lieute- 
nant Stewart,  who  was  to  aid  with  his  boats, 
and  to  receive  the  crew  of  the  ketch,  in  case  i£ 
should  be  found  expedient  to  use  her  as  a 
fire-ship. 

After  fifteen  days  of  very  tempestuous  wea 
ther,  they  arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  j§ 
little  before  sunset.  It  had  been  arranged  be* 
tween  lieutenants  Decatur  ai.a  Stewart,  that 
the  ketch  should  enter  the  harbor  about  10 
o’clock  that  night,  attended  by  the  boats  cy; 
the  Syren.  On  arriving  off  the  harbor,  thp 
Syren,  in  consequence  of  a change  of  wipe, 
had  been  thrown  six  or  eight  miles  with  oiff: 
the  Intrepid.  The  wind  at  this  time  was  fair, 
but  fast  declining,  and  lieutenant  Decatur  ap- 
prehended that,  should  he  wait  for  the  Sy- 
ren’s boats  to  come  up,  it  might  be  too  late  to 
make  the  attack  that  night.  Such  delay  jnigh| 
be  fatal  to  the  enterprize,  as  they  could  nol 
remain  longer  on  the  coast,  their  provisions  be- 
ing nearly  exhausted.  F or  these  reasons 
determined  to  adventure  into  the  harbor 
alone,  which  he  did  about  eight  o'clock , ** 
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the  frigate  were  mounted  and  loaded.  Such 

O 


An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme  ha-  sairs  that  were  lying  near.  Perceiving  that 
za^d.  of  this  enterprize  from  the  situation  of  the  launches,  did  not  attempt  to  approach,  he 
o i the  frigate.  She  was  moored  within  half  ordered  that  the  ship  should  be  set  on  tire^ 
gun  shot  of  the  Bashaw’s  castle,  and  of  the  which  was  done,  at  the  same  time,  indifferent 
principal  battery.  Two  of  the  enemy’s  cruizers  parts.  As  soon  as  this  was  completely  effected, 
lay  within  tvvo.c  ibles’  length,  on  the  starboard  j they  left  her,  and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the 
quarter,  and  their  gun  boats  within  half  gun  j flames,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
shot  on  the  starboard  bow.  All  the  guns  of  they  preserved  the  ketch.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment a most  propitious  breeze  sprang  up, 
blowing  directly  out  of  the  harbor,  which,  in 
a few  minutes,  carried  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  they  made  good  their 
retreat  without  the  loss  of  a single  man,  and 
with  but  four  wounded. 

For  this  gallant  and  romantic  achievement, 
lieut.  Decatur  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
post  captain,  there  being  at  that  time  no  in- 
termediate grade.  This  promotion  was  par- 
ticularly gratifying  to  him,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  officers  over 
whose  heads  he  was  raised. 

In  the  ensuing  spring,  it  being  determined 
to  make  an  attack  upon  Tripoli,  commodore 
Preble  obtained  from  the  king  of  Naples  the 
loan  of  six  gun  boats  and  two  bombards, 
which  he  formed  into  two  divisions,  and  gave 
the  command  of  one  of  them  to  captain  De- 
catur, the  other  to  lieutenant  Somers.  The 
squadron  sailed  from  Syracuse,  consisting  of 
the  frigate  Constitution,  the  brig  SjTen,  the 
schrs.  Nautilus  and  Vixen,  and  the  gun  boats. 

Having  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Barbary, 
t ey  were  for  some  days  prevented  from  mak- 
ing the  attack,  by  adverse  wind  and  weather; 
at  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  August, 
the  weather  being  favorable,  the  signal  was 
made  from  the  commodore’s  ship  to  prepare 
for  action,  the  light  vessels  towing  the  gun- 
boats to  windward.  At  9 o’clock  the  signal 
was  made  for  bombarding  the  town  and  the 
enemy’s  vessels.  The  gun  boats  were  cast  off, 
and  advanced  in  a line  ahead,  led  on  by  cap- 
tain Decatur,  and  covered  by  the  frigate  Con- 


were  the  immediate  perils  that  our  hero  ven- 
tured to  encounter  with  a single  ketch,  be- 
side the  other  dangers  that  abound  in  a 
strongly  fortified  harbor. 

Although  from  the  entrance  to  the  place 
where  the  frigate  lay  was  only  three  miles, 
yet  in  consequence  of  the  lightness  of  the 
wind  they  did  not  get  within  hail  of  her  until 
eleven  o’clock.  When  they  had  approached 
within  two  hundred  yards,  they  were  hailed 
and  ordered  to  anchor,  or  they  would  be  fired 
into.  Lieutenant  Decatur  or  dered  a Maltese 
pilot,  who  was  on  board  the  ketch,  to  answer 
that  they  had  lost  their  anchors  in  a gale  of 
wind  on  the  coast,  and  therefore  could  not 
comply  with  their  request.  By  this  time  it 
had  become  perfectly  calm,  and  they  were 
about  fifty  yards  from  the  frigate.  Lieute 
nunt  Decatur  ordered  a small  boat  that  was 
alongside  of  the  ketch,  to  take  a rope  and 
make  it  fast  to  the  frigate’s  fore-chains.  This 
being  done  they  began  to  warp  the  ketch 
alongside.  It  was  not  until  this  moment  that 
the  enemy  suspected  the  character  of  their 
visitor,  and  great  confusion  immediately  en- 
sued. This  enabled  our  adventurers  to  get 
alongside  of  the  frigate,  when  Decatur  im- 
mediately sprang  aboard,  followed  by  Mr. 
Charles  Morris,  midshipman.  These  two 
were  nearly  a minute  on  the  deck  before  their 
companions  could  succeed  in  mounting  the 
side.  Fortunately,  the  Turks  had  not  suffi- 
ciently recovered  from  their  surprize  to  take 
advantage  of  this  delay.  They  were  crowded 


together  on  the  quarter-deck,  perfectly*  aston-  stitution,  and  the  brigs  and  schooners.  The 


deck,  to  form  a front  equal  to  that  06  the  ene-  en  away  from  them,  and  they  were  ordered  to 
my,  they  rushed  in  upon  them.  The  Turks  sink  rather  than  abandon  their  position.  They 
stood  the  assault  but  a short  time,  and  were  were  aided  and  covered  likewise  by  a brio  of 
completely  overpowered.  About  twenty  were!  16  and  a schooner  of  10  guns, 
killed  on  the  spot;  many  jumped  overboard, j Before  entering  into  close  action,  captain 
and  the  rest  fled  to  the  main  deck,  whither  Decatur  went  alongside  each  of  his  boats,  and 
they  were  pursued  and  driven  to  the  hold.  ordered  them  to  unship  their  bowsprits  and 
After  e ntire  possession  had  been  gained  of  follow  him,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  board 


the  ship,  and  every  thing  prepared  to  set  fire 
to  her,  a number  of  launches  were  seen  row* 
ing  about  the  harbor.  This  determined  lieu 
tenant  Decatur  to  remain  in  the  frigate,  from 


the  enemy’s  boats.  Lieut.  James  Decatur 
commanded  one  of  the  boats  belonging  to 
lieut.  Somers’  division,  but  being  further  t© 
windward  than  the  rest  of  his  division,  he 


whence  a better  defence  could  be  made  than 'joined  and  took  orders  from  his  brother, 
from  on  board  the  ketch.  The  enemy  had  | When  captain  Decatur,  who  was  in  the  lead- 
already  commenced  firing  upon  them  from  mg  boat,  came  within  range  of  the  fire  from 
their  batteries  and  castle,  and  from  two  cor-'thfe  batteries,  a heavy  fire  was  opened  upon 
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him  from  them  and  from  the  gun  boats.  He 
returned  their  fire,  and  continued  advancing 
until  became  in  contact  with  the  boats.  At 
this  time  commodore  Preble,  seeing  Decatur 
approaching  nearer  than" he  thought  prudent, 
ordered  the  signal  to  be  made  fora  retreat, 
but  it  was  found  that  in  making  out  signals 
for  the  boats,  one  for  a retreat  had  been  omit- 
ted— The  enemy’s  boatg  had  about  forty  men 
each;  ours  an  equsv; number,  twenty-seven  of 
whom  were  American  and  thirteen  Neapoli- 
tans. Decatur  on  boarding  the  enemy  was 
instantly  followed  by  his  countrymen,  but  the 
Neapolitans  remained  behind.  The  Turks  did 
not  sustain  the  combat,  hand  to  hand,  with 
that  firmness  they  had  gained  a reputation 
for : in  ten  minutes  the  deck  was  cleared  ; 
eight  of  them  sought  refuge  in  the  hold;  and 
of  the  rest,  some  fell  on  the  deck,  and  others 
jumped  into  the  sea.  Only  three  of  the  Ame- 
ricans were  wounded. 

As  Decatur  was  about  to  proceed  out  with 
his  prize,  the  boat  which  had  been  command- 
ed by  his  brother  came  under  his  stern,  and 
informed  him  that  they  had  engaged  and  cap 
tured  one  of  the  enemy;  but  that  her  com- 
mander, after  surrendering,  had  treacherously 
shot  lieut.  James  Decatur,  and  pushed  off 
with  the  boat,  and  was  then  making  for  the 
harbor 

'Piie  feelings  of  the  gallant  Decatur,  on  re- 
ceiving this  intelligence,  may  more  easily  be 
imagined  than  described.  Every  considera- 
tion of  prudence  and  safety  was  lost  in  his  ea- 
gerness to  punish  so  dastardly  an  act,  and  to  , 
avenge  the  death  of  a brother  so  basely  ir.ur-  j 
dered.  He  pushed  within  the  enemy’s  line) 
with  his  single  boat,  and  having  succeeded  in] 
getting  alongside  his  retreating  foe,  boarded! 
her  at  the  head  of  eleven  men.  who  were  all j 
the  Americans  he  had  left. 

The  fate  of  this  contest  was  extremely 
doubtful  for  twenty  minutes.  All  the  Ame- 
ricans except  four  were  now  severely  wounded. : 
Decatur  now7  singled  out  the  commander  asi 
the  peculiar  object  of  his  vengeance.  Thej 
Turk  was  armed  with  an  espontoon,  Decatur 
with  a cutlass ; attempting  to  cut  off  the  head  1 
of  the  weapon,  his  sword  struck  on  the  iron; 
and  broke  close  to  the  hilt.  The  Turk  at  this ' 
moment  made  a push,  which  slightly  Wound- j 
ed  him  in  the  right  arm  and  breast.  lie  im- 
mediately seized  the  spear  and  closed  with  him.  ' 
A fierce  struggle  ensued,  and  both  fell,  Deca-j 
tur  uppermost.  By  this  time  the  Turk  had  j 
drawn  a dagger  from  his  belt,  and  was  about 
to  plunge  it  in  the  body  of  his  foe,  when  De- 
catur caught  his  arm,  and  shot  him  with  a pis- 
tol, which  lie  had  taken  from  his  pocket.— 
During  the  time  they  were  struggling  on  the 
deck,  the  crews  rushed  to  the  aid  of  their  j 
commanders,  and  a most  sanguinary  conflict  ! 
took  place,  insomuch  that  when  Decatur  had  I 
despatched  his  adversary,  it  was  with  the1 


greatest  difficulty  he  could  extricate  himself 
from  the  killed  and  wounded  that  had  fallen 
around  him. 

It  is  with  no  common  feeling  of  admiration 
that  we  record ‘an  instance  of  heroic  courag.e, 
and  loyal  self  devotion,  on  the  part  of  a com 
jmon  sailor.  During  the  early  part  of  Deca- 
tur’s struggle  with  the  Turk,  he  was  assailed 
in  the  rear  by  one  of  the  enemy,  who  had  iust 
aimed  a blow  at  his  head  with  his  sabre,  that 
must  have  been  fatal;  at  this  fearful  juncture, 
a noble  hearted  tar,  who  had  been  so.  badly 
wounded  as  to  lose  the  use  of  his  hands,  seeing 
no  other  means  of  saving  his  commander, 
rushed  between  him  and  the  uplifted  sabre,  and 
received  the  blow  on  his  own  head,  which 
fractured  his  skull.  We  love  to  pause  and  ho- 
nor great  actions  in  humble  life,  because  they 
speak  well  of  human  nature..  Men  of  rank-  and 
station  in  society  often  do  gallant  deeds,  in  a 
manner  from  necessity.  Tlieir  conspicuous 
situation  obliges^hem  to  do  so,  or  their  eager- 
ness for  glory  urges  them  on  ; but  an  act  like 
tiiis  we  have  mentioned,  so  desperate,  yet  so 
disinterested;  done  by  an  obscure,  imam  hi 
tious  individual,. a poor  sailor,  can  .spring  from 
nothing  but  innate  nobleness  of  soul.  VVe  are 
happy  to  add  that  this  generous  fellow  -sur- 
vived, and  now  receives  a pension  from  gov- 
ernment. 

Decatur  succeeded  in  getting  with  both  of 
his.  prizes  'to  the  squadron,  and*  the  next  day 
received  the  highest  commendation,  in  a ge- 
neral order,  from  commodore  Preble,  W hen 
that  able  officer  was  superseded  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  squadron,  lie  gave  the  Constitu- 
tion to  capt.  Decatur,  who  had,  sometime  1 e- 
fore,  received  his  commission. — Erom  that 
ship  he  was  removed  to  the  Congress,  and 
returned  home  in  her  when  peace  was  con- 
cluded with  Tripoli.  Ou  Lis  return  to  the 
United  States,  he  was  employed  in  superin- 
tending gun  boats,  until  the  affair  of  the?  Che 
sapeake,  when  lie  was  ordered  to.  supersede 
commodore  Bart  on  in  the  command  of  that 
ship,  since  which  period  he  has  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  southern  squadron.  When  the 
United  fetates  was  again  put  in  commission, 
he  was  removed  from  the  Chesapeake  to  that 
frigate. 

The  foregoing  particulars  were  furnished 
us  by  a friend,  as  materials  from  which  to 
form  a biography  ; but  we  were  so  well  pleas- 
ed with  the  simplicity,  conciseness  and  mo- 
desty of  the  narration,  that  we  resolved  to  lav 
it  before  our  readers  with  merely  a few  trivial 
alterations. 

The  present  war  with  Great  Britain  has 
given  commodore  Decatur  another  opportu 
nity  of  adding  to  the  laurels  he  had  already 
won.  Ou  the  25th  October,  1812,  in  kit.  29 
N.  long.  29  39  W.  he  fell  in  with  his  Britan* 
nic  Majesty’s  ship  Macedonian,  mounting  J.q 
carriage  guns.  This  was  one  &:  the  finest  fW 
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gates  in  the  British  navy,  and  commanded 
by  captain  John  S.  Carden,  one  of  the  ablest  j 
officers.  She  was  in  prime  order,  tffo  years 
eld,  and  but  four  months  out  of  dock.  The 
fen e my  being  to  windward;  had  the  advantage 
of  choosing  his  own  distance;  and,  supposing 
the  United  States  to  be  the  Essex,  (which  on- 
ly mounts  carronades,)  kept  at  first  at  long 
fchct;,  and  did  not  at  aiiy  moment  come  within 
the  complete  effect  of  the  musketry  and  grape. 
After  the  frigates  had  come  to  close  action, 
the  battle  was  terminated  in  a very  short  pe- 
riod by  the  enemy’s  surrender.  The  whole 
engagement  lasted  for  an  hour  and  a half,  be- 
ing prolonged  by  the  distance  at  which  the 
early  part  of  it  was  fought,  and  by  a heavy 
kweil  of  the  sea.  The  superior  gunnery  of 
the  Americans  was  apparent  in  thi£,  as  in  ph" 
bur  other  actions.  The  Macedonian  lost  her 
mizen-mast,  fore  and  main  top-masts  and 
inaiii  yard,  and  was  much  cut  in  the  hull, 
iier  loss  was  thirty-six  killed,  and  sixty-eight 
wounded  The  damage  of  fhfe  United  States 
yrtxs  comparatively  trivial,  fcirr  killed  and  se- 
ven wounded ; and  she  suffered  so  little  in  her 
hull  and  rigging,  that  she  might  have  conti- 
nued her  cruize,  had  not  commodore  Decatur 
thdiight  it  important  to  convoy  his  prize  into 
port.  His  reception  of  captain  Carden  on 
hoard  of  the  United  States  was  truly  charac- 
teristic. On  presenting  his  sword,  Dfecatur 
Observed  that  he  could  not  think  of  taking 
the  sword  of  an  officer  who  had  defended  his 
Ship  so  gallantly,  but  he  should  be  happy  t'o 
take  Kim  by  the  hand. 

We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  captain  Car- 
den has  not  been  ingenuous  in  his  account  of 
ibis  affair.  He  mentions  that  “ after  an  hour’s 
Action  the  enemy  backed  and  came  to  the 
wind,  add  I pias  then  enabled  to  bring  her  to 
Uose  action .”  Now,  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
it  from  tile  very  best  authority , that  the 
United  States  was  close  hauled  to  the  wind, 
hiid  her  commander  was  extremely  anxious  to 
ednie  to  close  quarters.  There  are  other 
^arts  of  captain  Carden’s  official  letter  that 
)af6  exceptionable,  but  We  shall  pass  them  over 
without  comment,  it  is  natural  for  a proud 
Kild  gallant  niind  to  writhe  under  humiliation* 
aiiil  to  endeavor  to  palliate  the  disgrace  of  de- 
teat ; but  a truly  magnanimous  spirit  would 
Ecbrn  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of  a brave  and 
generous  foe.  Capt.  Carden  must  know  that 
he  _ had  it  iii  his  power  to  close  wit-li,  the 
United  States  whenever  he  pleased,  and  that 
there  was  no  movement  on  the  part  of  com- 
f vldddre  Decatur  to  prevent  it.  We  again  re- 
peat, that  it  is  with  regret  we  notice  any  in- 
fetoiice  Bf  disingenuousness  in  an  officer  whose 
general  character  we  admire,  and  whose  de- 
ponment  at  all  times  to  our  countrymen  has 
Such  as  to  entitle  him  to  their  highest 
||tpbdfvilh 
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commodore  Decatur’s  good  fortune,  or  rather 
good  management,  that  he  convoyed  his 
prize,  in  her*  shattered  condition,  across  a vast 
extent  of  ocean,  swarming  with  foes,  and  con- 
ducted her  triumphantly  into  port;  thus 
placing  immediately  before  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen  a noble  trophy  of  his  own  skill, 
and  of  national  prowess. 

Such  has  been  the  brilliant  career  of  this 
naval  hero.  In  private  life  his  fortune  has 
been  equally  propitiourr,  honored  bv  his 
country,  beloved  b}r  his  friends,  and  blessed 
by  the  affections  of  an  amiable  and  elegant 
woman.  He  is  now  in  the  very  prime  of  life, 
pleasing  in  his  person,  of  an  intelligent  and 
interesting  febuntenance,  and  an  eye  in  whose 
miM  and  brilliant  lustre,  spirit,  enterprize  and 
urbanity  are  happily  blended.  His  deport- 
ment is  manly  and  unassuming,  and  his  man- 
ners peculiarly  gentle  and  engaging ; uniting 
the  polish  of  the  gentleman  with  the  frank 
simplicity  of  the  sailor.  It  is  w*ith  the  most 
perfect  delight  that  we  have  noticed  our  na- 
val officers,  on  returning  from  the  gallant 
achievements  which  are  the  universal  topics 
of  national  pride  and  exultation,  sinking  at 
once  into  unostentatious  and  quiet  citizens. 
No  vdin  glorious  boastings,  no  puferiie  gasco- 
nades, are  ever  heard  from  their  lips;  of  their 
enemy  they  always  speak  wTith  courtesy  and 
respect ; of  their  own  exploits,  with  unaffect- 
ed modfesty  and  frankness.  With  the  aspir- 
ing ardor  of  truly  brave  spirits,  they  pay  but 
little  regard  to  the  past ; their  whole  souls 
seem  stretched  towards  the  future.  Into  such 
hands  wTe  confide,  without  apprehension  or 
reserve,  our  national  interests  and  honor;  to 
this  handful  of  gallant  worthies  is  allotted  the 
proud  destinies  of  founding  the  naval  fame  of 
the  nation,  and  of  thus  having  their  names  in- 
separably connected  with  the  glory  of  their 
country. 


Captain  Jacob  Jones. 

from  the  same. 

Jacob  Jones,  Esq.  of  the  United  States  na- 
vy, was  born  about  the  year  1770,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Smyrna,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  state  of 
Delaware  His  father  was  ah  independent  and 
respectable  farmer,  of  excellent  moral  and 
religious  character.  His  mother  was  of  a good 
family  of  the  name  of  Jones;  an  amiable  and 
interesting  woman — she  died  when  the  subject 
of  this  memoir  was  yet  an  infant.  Between 
two  and  three  years  afterwards,  his  father  mar- 
ried again,  tvith  Miss  Holt,  grand-daughter  of 
the  honorable  Ryves  Holt,  formerly  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  of  Delaw  are;  or,  as 
it  was  then  denominated,  “ the  lowxr  counties 
of  Delaware.”  Shortly  after  the  second  mal> 
riage  his  father  died,  when  this  only  child  was 
scarcely  four  years  of  age.  It  was  the  good 
fortune  of  our  hero  to  be  Ifeft  undfer  thfe  care 
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of  a 4tep  mother,  who  had  all  the  kind  feelings 
of  a natural  parent.  The  affection  which  this 
excellent  woman  had  borne  towards  the  father, 
was,  on  his  death  transferred  to  the  child.  By 
her  he  was  nurtured  from  infancy  to  manhood 
with  a truly  maternal  care  and  tenderness. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  placed  at  school,  and 
his  proficiency  in  learning  was  equal  to  her 
most  anxious  wishes.  After  becoming  well 
acquainted  with  the  general  branches  of  an 
English  education,  he  was  transferred  to  a 
grammar  school  at  Lewis,  in  Sussex  county, 
conducted  by  the  learnfed  and  pious  Dr.  Mat- 
thew Wilson.  Under  his  direction  he  read  the 
classics  with  much  assiduity,  and  became  well 
acquainted  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan- 
guages. The  writer  of  this  memoir  distinctly 
remembers  also,  that  in  the  geographical  les- 
sons lie  continually  bore  off  the  palm,  and  re- 
ceived beyond  all  others,  repeated  proofs  of  ap- 
probation from  his  preceptor.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  Lewis  Academy  and  entered 
the  study  of  physic  and  surgery  under  Dr. 
Sykes,  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of 
D jver,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  With  him  he 
diligently  prosecuted  his  studies  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  attended  the  usual  courses  of 
medical  lectures  of  the  university  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  then  returned  to  Dover  to  com- 
mence the  exercises  of  his  profession. 

He  did  not,  however,  continue  long  in  the 
practice.  He  found  the  field  already  engros- 
sed by  a number  of  able  and  experienced  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty — among  them  the  late 
lamented  Dr.  Miller,  of  New  York.  Discou 
raged  by  the  scanty  employment  that  is  com- 
monly the  lot  of  the  young  physician,  and  im- 
patient of  an  inactive  life,  he  determined  to 
abandon  the  profession  for  the  present,  and 
seek  some  more  productive  occupation  This 
resolution  was  a matter  of  much  regret  among 
the  elder  physicians.  They  entertained  a high 
opinion  of  his  medical  acquirements,  and  con- 
sidered him  as  promising  to  become  a distin- 
guished and  skilful  member  of  their  body. — 
Governor  Clayton  (who  was  himself  an  emi- 
nent physician)  seeing  that  he  was  fixed  in  his 
determination,  conferred  upon  him  the  clerk- 
ship of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, for  the  county  of  Kent. 

In  this  office  he  continued  fer  some  time  but 
the  sedentary  nature  of  its  duties  was  uncon- 
genial with  his  health  and  habits;  he  longed 
to  mingle  in  more  active  scenes,  and  possessed 
that  ardent  spirit  of  enterprize  that  can  never 
rest  contended  with  the  tranquil  ease  of  com- 
mon life.  With  a certain  bravery  of  resolu- 
tion therefore,  or  rather  a noble  unconcern,  he 
turned  his  back  upon  the  comforts  and  emo- 
luments of  office;  and  resolved  upon  a mea- 
sure, as  indicative  of  the  force  of  his  character 
as  it  was  decisive  of  his  future  fortunes.  This 
VrQf  to  tenter  as  a midshipman  into  the  service 


of  his  country,  in  the  year  of  1799.  When 
menaced  with  a war  with  France. 

He  was  at  this  time  almost  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  highly  respected  for  the  solidity 
of  his  understanding  and  his  varied  acquire- 
ments; it  may  readily  he  imagined,  therefore, 
how  greatly  his  friends  were  dissatisfied  at 
seeing  him  in  a manner  taking  a retrograde 
step  in  life,  entering  upon  that  tedious  proba- 
tion which  the  naval  service  particularly  re- 
quires and  accepting  a grade  which  is  gene- 
rally allotted  to  boys  and  stripplings.  It  was  in 
vain  however  to  remonstrate  against  a resolu- 
tion,which,  when  once  formed,  never  vibrated. 
Jones  had  determined  on  embracing  the  pro- 
fession; he  had  weighed  all  the  peculiar  incon- 
veniences and  sacrifices  incident  to  his  deter- 
mination, and  had  made  up  his  mind  to  en 
counter  and  surmount  them  all.  His  friends 
could  only  console  themselves  with  the  reflec- 
tion, that  if  courage,  activity  and  hardihood 
could  ensure  naval  success,  Jones  was  peculi 
arly  fitted  for  the  life  he  had  adopted,  and  it  is 
probable  they  felt  sortie  degree  of  admiration 
for  that  decision  of  character,  which,  in  the 
pursuit,  of  what  he  conceived  a laudableobject, 
could  enable  him  to  make  such  large  sacrifices 
of  personal  pride  and  convenience. 

The  first  cruize  which  he  made  in  his  new 
capacity  was  under  the  father  of  our  infant 
navy,  the  late  Commodore  Barry,  from  whom 
he  derived  great  instruction  in  the  theory  and 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  experienced  the 
utmost  kindness  and  civility.  He  was  a mid- 
shipman on  hoard  the  frigate  United  States^ 
when  she  bore  to  France  chief  justice  Ells- 
worth and  general  Davie,  as  envoys  extraor 
dinary  to  the  French  Republic.  He  was  next 
on  board  the  Ganges,  as  midshipman,  and  du- 
ring the  whole  intervening  period  between  his 
appointment  and  the  war  with  Tripoli,  he  was 
sedulously  employed  in  obtaining  that  nautical 
skill  for  which  he  at  present  ife  celebrated. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Tri 
poli,  he  was  stationed  on  board  the  frigate  Phi- 
ladelphia, under  the  comtnand  of  the  gallant 
Bainbridge.  The  disaster  which  befel  that 
ship  and  her  crew  before  Tripoli,  forms  a so- 
lemn page  in  our  naval  history;  atoned  for 
however,  by  the  brilliant,  achievinents  to  which 
it  gave  rise. — Twenty  months  of  severe  cap- 
tivity among  a barbarous  people,  and  in  a 
noxious  climate,  neither  broke  the  spirit  nor 
impaired  the  constitution  of  our  hero.  Blest 
by  nature  with  vigorous  health  and  an  invin- 
cible resolution  ; when  relieved  from  bondage 
by  the  bravery  of  his  countrymen,  he  return- 
ed home  full  of  life  and  ardor.  He  was  soon 
after  promoted  to  a lieutenancy.  This  grade 
he  had  merited  before  his  confinement  in  Tri- 
poli, but  older  warrant  officers  had  stood  in  th6 
wa  v of  his  preferment. 

He  was  for  some  time emplo}Ted  on  the  Or 
leans  station,  where  he  conducted  himself  with 
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his  usual  judgment  and  propriety,  and  was  aj  unmanageable  during  the  rest  of  the  action, 
favorite  in  the  polite  circles  of  the  Orleans  j In  two  or  three  minutes  more  her  gait  and 
and  Mississippi  territories.  He  was  shortly  I mizen-t op-gallant  sail  were  shot  away.  Still 
after  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  brig  j she  continued  a close  and  constant  hie.  The 
Argus,  stationed  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 1 sea  was  so  rough  that  the  muzzles  of  the 
merce  oil  the  southern  and  maritime  frontier.  (Wasp's  guns  were  frequently  in  the  water 
In  this  situation  he  acted  with  vigilance  and  j The  Americans,  therefore  iired  as  the  ship's 
fidelity,  and  though  there  were  at  one  time! side  was  going  down,  so  that  their  shot  either 
insiduous  suggestions  to  the  contrary,  it  has  went  on  the  enemy’s  deck  or  below  it,  while 
appeared  that  he  conformed  to  his  instructions,!  the  English  fired  as  the  vessel  rose,  and  thus 


promoted  the  public  interest,  and  gave  entire 
satisfaction  to  the  government. 

In  1811,  captain  Jones  was  transferred  by 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  the  command 
of  the  sloopof  war  Wasp,  mounting  18  twenty- 
four  pound  carronades,  and  was  despatched  in 
the  spring  of  1812,  with  communications  from 
our  government  to  its  functionaries  at  the 
courts  of  St.  Cloud  and  St.  James.  Before  he 
returned  from  his  voyage,  war  had  been  de- 
clared by  the  United  States  against  Great 
Britain.  Captain  Jones  refitted  his  ship  with 
all-possible  dispatch,  and  repaired  to  sea  on  a 
cruize,  in  which  he  met  with  no  other  luck 
than  the  capture  of  an  inconsiderable  prize. 

He  again  put  to  sea  on  the  1 3th  of  October 
last,  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  after  a long 
and  heavy  gale,  he  fell  in  with  a number  of 
strongly  armed  merchant  men  under  convoy 
of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  of  war  the 
Frolic,  captain  Whinyates. 

As  this  engagement  has  been  one  of  the 
most  decidedly  honorable  to  the  American 
flag,  from  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy;  and 
as  the  British  writers,  in  endeavouring  to  ac- 
count for  our  successes,  and  to  under-value  our 
victories,  have  studiously  passed  this  battle 
over  in  silence,  and  seemed  anxious  to  elbow 
it  into  oblivion,  we  shall  take  this  occasion  to 
republish  a full  and  particular  account  of  it 
which  has  already  appeared  in  the  Port  Foli®,* 
and  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  is  scrupu- 
lously correct. 

“ There  was  a heavy  swell  in  the  sea,  and 
the  weather  was  boisterous.  The  top-gallant 
yards  of  the  Wasp  were  taken  down,  her  top- 
sails were  close  reefed;  and  she  was  prepared 
for  action.  About  11  o’clock  the  Frolic  shewed 
Spanish  colours,  and  the  Wasp  immediately 
displayed  the  American  ensign  and  pendant. 

At  32  minutes  past  eleven,  the  W asp  come 
down  to  windward  on  her  larboard  side, within 
about  sixty  yards  and  hailed.  The  enemy 
hauled  down  the  Spanish  colours;,' foisted  the 
British  ensign,  and  opened  a fire  of  cannon  and 
musketry. — This  the  Wasp  instantly  return- 
ed; and  coming  nearer  to  the  enemy,  the  ac- 
tion became  close  and  without  intermission. 

In  four  or  five  minutes  the  main-top-mast  of 
the  Wasp  was  shot  away;  and  falling  down  with 
main-topsail  yard  across  the  larboard  fore  and 
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her  balls  chiefly  touched  the  rigging  or  wc 
thrown  away.  The  Wasp  now  shot  ahead  of 
the  Frolic,  raked  her  and  then  resumed  her 
station  on  her  larboard  bow.  Her  lire  was 
now  obviously  attended  with  such  success,  and 
that  of  the  Frolic  so  slackened,  -that  captain 
Jones  did  not  wish  to  board  her,  lest  the  rough- 
ness of  the  sea  might  endanger  both  vessel* ; 
but  in  the  course  of  a few  minutes  more  evjry 
brace  of  the  Wasp  was  shot  away,  and  her  rig- 
ging so  much  torn  to  pieces,  that  he  was  afraid 
that  his  masts,  being  unsupported,  would  go 
by  the  board,  and  the  F rone  be  able  to  escape. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  best  chance  of  se- 
curing her  was  to  board,  and  decide  the  con- 
test at  once.  With  this  view  he  wore  ship,  and 
running  down  upon  the  enemy,  the  vessels 
struck  each  other,  the  Wasp's  side  robbing 
along  the  Frolic’s  bow  so.  that  her  jib-boom 
came  in  between  the  main  and  mizen  rigging 
of  the  Wasp,  directly  over  the  heads  of  cap- 
tain Jones,  and  the  first  lieutenant  Mr.  Biddle, 
who  were  at  that  moment  standing  together 
near  the  capstan.  The  Frolic  lay  so  fair 
for  raking,  that  they  decided  not  to  board 
until  they  had  given  - a closing  broadside. 
Whilst  they  were  loading  for  this,  so  near 
were  the  two  vessels,  that  the  rammers  of  ti  e 
Wasp  \yere  pushed  against  the  Frolic’s  sides, 
and  two  of  her  guns  went  through  the  bow 
ports  of  the  Frolic,  and  swept  the  whole  length 
of  her  deck.  At  this  moment  Jack  Lang,*  a 
seaman  of  the  Wasp,  a gallant  fellow,  who  had 
been  impressed  by  a British  man  of  war,  jump- 
ed on  a gun  with  his  cutlass,  and  was  spring- 
ing on  board  the  Frolic:  captain  Jones  wishing 
to  fire  again  before  boarding  called  him  down, 
but  his  impetuosity  could  not  be  restrained, 
and  he  was  already  on  the  bowsprit  of  the 
Frolic;  when,  seeing  the  ardor  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  Wasp’s  crew,  lieutenant  Biddle  mount- 
ed on  the  hammock  cloth  to  board.  At  this 
signal  the  crew  followed,  but  lieutenant  Bid- 
dle’s feet  got  entangled  in  the  rigging  of  the 
enemy’s  bowsprit,  and  midshipman  Baker,  in 
his  ardor  to  get  on  hoard,  laying  hold  of  his 
coat,  he  fell  back  on  the  Wasp’s  deck.  He 
sprang  up,  and  as  the  next  swell  of  the  sea 
brought  the  Frolic  nearer,  he  got  on  her  bow- 
sprit, were  Lang  and  another  seaman  were 
already.  He  passed  them  on  the  forecastle 
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^.nd  was  surprized  at  seeing  not  a single  man 
alive  on  tlie  Frolic’s  deck,  except  the  seaman 
at  the  wheel,  and  three  officers.  The  deck 
was  slippery  with  blood,  and  strewed  with  the 
bodies  of  the  dead.  As  he  we^t  forward,  the 
captain  of  the  Frolic,  with  two  other  officers, 
who  were  standing  on  the  quarter  deck,  threw 
down  their  swords,  and  made  an  inclination 
of  their  bodies  denoting  that  they  had  surren- 
dered. 

At  this  moment  the  colors  were  still  flying, 
as  probably  none  of  the  seainep  of  the  Frolic 
would  dare  to  go  into  the  rigging  for  fear  of 
the  musketry  of  the  Wasp.  Lieutenant  Rid- 
dle, therefore,  jumped  into  the  rigging  himself 
and  hauled  down  the  British  ensign,  and  pos 
session  was  taken  of  the  Frolic  in  forty-three 
minutes  after  the  first  fire.  She  -was  in  a 
shocking  condition;  the  birth-deck  particular- 
ly, was  crowded  w ith  dead  and  wounded,  and 
dying;  there  being  but  a small  proportion  of 
the  Frolic’s  crew  who  had  escaped.  Captain 
Jones  instantly  sent  on  board  his  surgeon’s 
mate,  and  all  the  blankets  of  the  Frolic  were 
brought  from  the  slop-room  for  the  comfort  of 
the  wounded.  To  increase  this  confusion,  both 
the  Frolic’s  masts  soon  fell,  covering  the  dead 
and  every  thing  on  deck,  and  slip  lay  a com- 
plete wreck. 

It  now  appeared  that  the  Frolic  mounted 
sixteen  thirty-two  pound  carronades,  four 
twelve  pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and  two 
twelve  pound  carronades.  She  was,  therefore, 
superior  to  the  Wasp,  by  exactly  four  twelve- 
pounders.  The  number  of  men,  on  board,  as 
stated  by  the  officers  of  the  Frolic,  was  one 
hundred  and  ten — the  number  of  seamen  on 
board  the  W asp  was  one  hundred  and  two ; 
but  it  could  not  be  ascertained,  whether  in  this 
one  hundred  and  ten,  were  included  the  ma- 
rines arid  officers,  for  the  Wasp  had  besides 
her  one  hundred  and  two  men  officers  and  ma- 
rines, making  the  whole  crew  about  one  hun 
dfed  and  thirty-live.  What  is,  howrever,  de- 
cisive, as  to  their  comparative  force,  is,  that 
the  officers  of  the  Frolic  acknowledged  that 
they  had  as  many  men  as  they  knew  what  to 
do  with,  and  in  fact  the  Y/asp  could  have 
spared  fifteen  men.  There  was,  therefore,  on 
the  most  favourable  view,  at  least  an  equality 
of  men,  and  an  inequality  of  four  guns.  The 
disparity  of  loss  was  much  greater.  The  ex- 
act number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
the  Frolic  could  not  be  precisely  determined; 
but  from  the  observations  of  our  officers,  and 
the  declarations  of  those  of  the  Frolic,  the 
number  could  not  be  less  than  about  thirty 
killed,  including  two  officers,  and  of  the  wound- 
ed between  forty  and  fifty  the  captain  and  se- 
cond lieutenant  being  of  the  number.  The 
Wasp  had  five  men  killed;  and  five  slightly! 
wounded. 

All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing 
the  deck,  burying  the  dead,  and  taking  care 


of  the  wounded,  when  captain  Jones  sent  orders 
to  lieutenant  Riddle  to  proceed  to  Charles- 
ton^!* any  southern  port  of  the  United  States; 
and,  as  there  wras  a suspicious  sail  to  the 
windward,  tlie  Wasp  would  continue  her 
cruize.  The  ships  then  parted.  The  suspi- 
cious sail  was  now  coming  down  very  fast. 
At  first  it  was  supposed  that  she  was  one  of 
the  convoy,  who  had  fled  during  the  engage- 
ment, and  who  now  came  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  prize.  The  guns  of  the  Frolic 
w'ere  therefore  loaded,  and  the  ship  cleared 
for  action,  but  the  enemy  as  she  advanced 
proved  to  be  a seventy-four — the  poictiers, 
captain  Beresford.  She  fir  ed  a shot  over  the 
Frolic;  passed  her;  overtook  the  Wasp,  the 
disabled  state  of  whose  rigging  prevented  her 
escaping;  and  then  returned  to  the  Frolic, 
who  could  of  course  make  no  resistance. — The 
W asp  and  Frolic  were  carried  into  Bermuda  ” 
On  the  return  of  captain  Jones  to  the  United 
States,  he  wras  every  where  received  with  the 
utmost  demonstations  of  gratitude  and  admi- 
ration. Brilliant  entertainments  were  given 
him  in  the  cities  through  which  he  passed. — 
The  legislature  of  his  native  state  appointed 
a committee  to  wait  on  him  with  their  thanks 
and  to  express  the  “ pride  and  pleasure,”  they 
felt  in  recognising  him  as  a native  of  their 
state ; in  the  same  resolution  they  voted  him 
an  elegant  piece  of  plate,  with  appropriate 
engravings.  The  congress  of  the  United  States,, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A Bayard  of  Delaware, 
appropriated  25,000  dollars,  as  a compensa- 
tion to  captain  Jones  and  his  crew,  for  the  loss 
they  sustained  by  the  recapture  of  the  Frolic. 
They  also  ordered  a gold  medal  to  be  present- 
ed to  the  captain,  and  a silver  one  to  each  of 
his  officers. 

Various  other  marks  of  honor  have  been 
paid  by  the  legislatures,  and  the  citizens  of 
the  different  states,  which  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  enumerate;  hut  the  most  substantial 
testimony  of  approbation  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, is  the  appointment  to  the  command  of 
the  frigate  Macedonian  lately  captured  from 
the  British. 

Captain  Jones  is  about  the  middle  size,  of 
an  active  mind,  and  vigorous  make,  and  an 
excellent  constitution,  capable  of  tlie  utmost 
vigilance  and  fatigue.  Naturally  and  habitu- 
ally temperate  himself,  he  is  a great  promoter 
of  temperance  among  his  crew;  and  he  has 
been  successful  in  reclaiming  man}7  a valuable 
seaman  from  the  pernicious  habits  of  intoxi 
cation. 

He  is  now  in  what  may  be  considered  the 
most  critical  command  in  our  service,  having 
charge  of  a ship,  the  recovery  of  winch  will 
be  one  of  the  most  anxious  objects  of  the  Bri 
tish  navy,  and  which  will  call  forth  the  most 
implacable  contest  on  either  side.  But  in  tlie 
courage,  judgment  and  skill  of  captain  Jones, 
we  place  tlie  most  implicit  confidence,  and  &re 
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satisfied,  that  whatever  fortune  my  befall  him, 
he  will  always  sustain  his  own  reputation  and 
the  honor  of  the  American  flag. 


Commodore  Bainbridge. 

FROM  THE  FORT  FOLIO. 

If  yariety  of  incident  can  render  the  life  of 
an  individual  interesting  to  his  country,  the 
following  biographical  sketch  of  on«  of  our 
most  distinguished  naval  officers  has  every 
claim  on  the  public  curiosity,  since  there  is  no 
officer  in  the  service  whose  career  has  been 
marked  by  so  strange  and  diversified  a series 
of  adventures  and  misfortunes.  These  have, 
however,  terminated  so  gloriously  for  himself 
and  the  nation,  that  we  shall  indulge  ourselves 
and  gratify  our  readers  by  copious  details, 
with  regard  to  an  officer  who  has  contributed 
so  largely  to  exalt  our  nayal  reputation. 

Win.  Bainbridge,  son  of  Dr.  Absalom 
Bainbridge,  a respectable  physician  of  Prince- 
ton, New  Jersey,  was  born  at  that  place  on 
the  seventh  of  May,  1774.  While  yet  a child 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York,  and  he  was 
left  under  the  care  of  his  grandfather,  John 
Taylor,  esquire,  of  Monmouth  county,  where 
he  received  his  education,  which,  as  lie  was 
originally  destined  to  mercantile  pursuits,  was 
confined  to  the  ordinary  branches  of  English 
instruction,  arid  the  rudiments  of  the  French 
language.  At  sixteen  he  was  placed  in  a 
counting-house  at  New  York,  but  was  soon 
removed  by  his  grandfather  to  Philadelphia, 
and  placed  as  an  apprentice  to  the  sea-service 
in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Miller  and  Murray, 
merchants,  whom  he  was  to  serve  for  a cer- 
tain time  without  indentures  and  free  of  ex- 
pense. In  their  employ  he  made  many  voy- 
ages and  soon  rose  to  command.  At  eighteen 
years  of  age,  while  mate  of  the  ship  Hope,  on 
her  way  to  Holland,  the  crew,  taking  advan- 
tage of  a violent  gale  of  wind,  rose  upon  the 
officers,  seized  the  captain,  and  had  nearly 
succeeded  in  throwing  him  overboard,  when 
young  Bainbridge,  hearing  the  alarm,  ran 
on  deck  with  an  old  pistol  without  a lock,  and 
being  assisted  by  an  apprentice  boy  and  an 
Irish  sailor,  who  was  attached  to  him  from 
being  an  old  shipmate,  rescued  the  captain, 
seized  the  ringleaders,  and  quelled  the  mutiny. 
So  satisfied  were  his  employers  with  this  as 
well  as  his  general  conduct,  that  before  his 
term  of  service  had  expired,  he  receivecLthe 
command  of  a ship  in  the  Dutch  trade  when 
only  nineteen  years  of  age.  From  this  time, 
1793,  till  the  year  1798,  he  commanded  mer- 
chant ships  in  the  trade  from  Philadelphia  to 
'Europe.  In  one  of  these  voyages,  in  the  year 
1795,  on  his  way  from  Bourdeaux  to  St.  Tho- 
mas, in  the  small  ship  Hope,  with  four  small 
Carriage  guns  and  nine  men,  he  had  an  en- 
gagement with  a British  schooner  of  eight 
guns  and  thirty-five  men,  commanded  by  a 


sailing  master  in  the  navy,  and  after  a smarfr 
action  compelled  her  to  strike  her  colours. 
As,  however,  the  two  countries  were  at  peace, 
and  he  of  course  was  acting  only  on  the  de- 
fensive, he  could  not  take  possession  of  her; 
but  sent  her  off  contemptuously  to  make  a re- 
port of  her  action.  The  Hope  lost  no  men, 
but  the  enemy  had  many  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1798,  while  preparing 
to  sail  for  Spain,  he  received,  unexpectedly 
and  without  any  application  on  his  part,  an 
offer  of  the  command  of  the  United  States’ 
schooner  Retaliation,  of  fourteen  guns,  to  be 
employed  against  France,  between  which 
power  and  the  United  States  hostilities  had 
recently  commenced.  He  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment, on  condition  that  he  should  have 
a commission  as  lieutenant  and  commander 
in  the  navy,  and  be  placed  first  of  that  grade 
on  the  list  of  promotion.  Having  received 
this,  he  sailed  in  the  Retaliation,  and  after 
cruising  during  the  summer  along  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  accompanied  the  squad- 
ron. under  commodore  Murray,  on  a cruise 
in  the  VV  est  Indies.  \V  bile  cruising  to  the 
windward  of  Guadaloupe,  the  Retaliation 
was  captured,  in  the  month  of  November,  by 
two  French  frigates  and  a lugger,  and  taken 
into  that  island,  where  she  remained  three 
months.  On  board  the  frigate  which  cap- 
tured her  was  general  Desfourneaux,  on  his 
way  to  Guadaloupe,  to  supersede  Victor 
Hughes  in  the  command  of  the  island.  This 
officer  desirous,  as  it  would  appear  from  his 
conduct  of  seeming  to  be  the  friend  of  the 
United  States,  and  from  political  motives,  to 
sooth  the  irritation  of  the  American  people  at 
the  outrages  of  the  French  government,  pro7 
posed  to  lieutenant  Bainbridge  to  resume  the 
command  of  his  vessel  and  return  to  the 
United  States.  This  offer  was  accompanied 
by  assurance  of  the  respect  and  regard  in 
which  he  held  the  American  people.  Ilis  con- 
duct, however,  rendered  these  plausible  ap- 
pearances but  too  suspicious.  Whilst  affect- 
ing an  ostentatious  generosity  in  giving  up 
the  Retaliation,  other  American  ships,  of  far 
more  value,  were  retained,  and  his  assuran*  es 
of  respect  were  contradicted  by  the  harsh  and 
rigorous  treatment  of  many  Americans  when), 
he  refused  to  regard  as  prisoners,  but  wl;p 
were  confined  and  treated  with  as  much  seve- 
rity as  criminals.  Perceiving  the  scheme 
which  was  laid  for  him,  lieutenant  Bainbridge 
replied,  that  he  knew  of  no  other  light  in 
which  he  could  he  regarded,  than  either  as  a 
prisoner  or  as  entirely  free — that  if  general 
Desfourneaux  returned  him  his  ship  and  his 
commission,  that  commission  required  him  to 
cruise  against  the  commerce  of  France,  an  in- 
junction which  he  dared  not  disobey.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  he  were  a prisoner,  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  make  his  ship  a 
cartel  and  send  her  home  in  th^t  way.  Jfc 
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remonstrated  at  the  same  time  with  greatlthis  station,”  and  the  “essential  services 
firmness  against  the  treatment  which  his  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  country.” 
Countrymen  were  daily  receiving.  General  When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  he 


Desfourneaux  insisted  on  his  resuming  his 
command,  threatened  him  with  imprisonment 
if  he  refused,  and  declared,  that  if,  on  receiv- 
ing the  Retaliation  lie  should  cruise  against 
the  French,  every  American  would  be  put  to 
the  sword.  Lieutenant  Bainbridge  replied, 
that  no  threats  should  induce  him  to  act  un- 
worthy of  his  character  as  an  American  offi- 
cer ; till  at  last,  finding  that  he  was  not  to  be 
won  over  into  this  plan  of  dissembled  friend- 
ship, general  Desfourneaux  gave  him  a decla- 
ration, that  he  had  been  obliged  by  force  to 
resume  the  command  of  his  vessel,  with  her 
crew  reduced  to  forty  men;  and  with  this  jus- 
tification for  his  government,  lieutenant  Bain- 
bridge sailed,  in  company  with  two  flags  of 
truce,  for  the  United  States. 

He  reached  home  in  February,  1799,  and 
his  exchange  being  soon  effected,  he  received 
a commission  of  master  commandant,  and 
sailed  in  the  brig  Norfolk,  of  eighteen  guns, 
on  a second  cruise  to  the  West  Indies.  Here 
he  remained,  convoying  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  for  some  months,  during  which 
time  he  captured  a French  privateer,  ran 
ashore  another  of  sixteen  guns,  destroyed  a 
number  of  barges,  besides  taking  several  of 
the  enemy’s  merchant  vessels.  On  his  re- 
turn to  the  United  states  in  August  of  the 
same  year,  he  found  that  during  his  absence, 
contrary  to  the  assurances  he  had  received,  as 
well  as  to  the  tenor  of  his  commissions  (both 
of  which  were  higher  than  that  of  any  lieute- 
nant) that  five  lieutenants  had  been  promot- 
ed over  him  to  the  rank  of  captain  As  his 
conduct  liad  uniformly  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  government,  and  as  none  of  those 
who  were  promoted  had  had  any  opportuni- 
ty of  distinguishing  themselves  particularly, 
he  remonstrated  of  course  against  such  a vi- 
olation of  his  rights.  He  received,  however, 
no  other  satisfaction  than  a promise  that  no 
such  appointment  should  take  place  for  the 
future.  VV  ere  it  not  for  this  irregularity  he 
would  now  have  ranked  as  second  captain  in 
the  navy  Although  mortified  and  disap- 
pointed, his  attachment  to  the  service  induced 
him  still  to  remain  in  it;  and  he  again  sailed 
with  a squadron  of  four  brigs  and  a ship,  des- 
tined to  protect  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
to  Cuba — a service  which  he  performed  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  /were  inte- 
rested in  it?,  that  on  his  leaving  the  station  in 
Aprils  1800,  an  address  was  presented  to  him 
from  the  American  merchants  and  others  con- 
cerned in  the  United  States’  trade,  expressive 
of  th^ir  regret  at  his  approaching  absence, 
and  their  testimony  “ of  the  vigilance,  per- 
severance, and  urbanity  which  had  marked 
his  conduct  during  his  arduous  command  on 
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received  a captain’s  commission,  and  uas  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  frigate  G eorge 
Washington,  in  which  lie  shortly  afterwards 
sailed  for  Algiers,  with  the  presents  which 
the  United  States  were  by  treaty  bound  to 
make  to  that  regency  fie  arrived  in  safety 
at  Algiers  on  the  seventeenth  September, 
1800,  and  proceeded  to  land  the  presents, 
which  were  w ell  received,  and  every  atten- 
tion paid  to  captain  Bainbridge,  to  whom 
the  dey  presented  an  elegant  Turkish  sword. 
In  a few  days,  however,  these  friendly  ap- 
pearances vanished,  and  the  dey  made  a most 
unexpected  and  extraordinary  demand,  that 
the  George  W ashington  should  carry  his  am- 
bassador with  presents  to  the  grand  seignior 
at  Constantinople.  This  demand  was  made 
under  pretence  of  one  of  the  stipulations  in 
our  treaty  with  Algiers,  by  which  it  is  de- 
clared that,  “ should  the  dey  want  to  freight 
any  American  vessel  that  may  be  in  the  re- 
gency or  Turkey,  said  vessel  not  being  en- 
gaged, in  consequence  of  the  friendship  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  nations,  he  expects  to 
have  the  preference  given  him,  on  his  paying 
the  same  freight  offered  by  any  other  nation.?’ 
Against  this  requisition  captain  Bainbridge 
and  the  American  consul,  Mr.  OBrien,  re- 
monstrated warmly  and  strenuously.  It  was 
evident,  they  said,  that  this  stipulation  could 
apply  only  to  merchant  ships,  not  to  national 
vessels,  charged  by  their  own  government 
with  specific  employments  that  captain 
Bainbridge  had  received  positive  instructions 
for  his  voyage,  from  which 'be  dared  not  and 
would  not  deviate,  and  that  there  were  other 
ships  in  the  harbor  which  would  answer  the 
purpose  equally  well.  The  dey,  however, 
persisted  in  his  demand:  and  left  captain 
Bainbridge  only  a choice  of  great  difficulties 
and  embarrassments.  On  the  one  hand,  an 
ambassador,  with  a retinue  of  twro  hundred 
Turks  as  passengers,  and  presents  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, were  to  be  forced  on  board  the  frigate 
and  carried  to  Constantinople  at  the  entire 
risk  of  the  United  States.  If  in  the  new  and 
dangerous  navigation  to  that  place  accidents 
happened  to  the  dey’s  property,  the  United 
States  wTouldbe  held  responsible  to  indemnify 
him;  if  any  cruizers  of  the  Portuguese,  Nea- 
politans, or  other  powers  at  war  with  Algiers, 
should  meet  the  George  Washington  and 
capture  her,  -still  the  United  States  would  be 
bound  to  reimburse  the  loss ; and  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  would  be 
instantly  seized  by  the  Algerines  as  a secu- 
rity for  it.  Should  he  be  more  fortunate  and 
beat  off  these  enemies,  they  might  consider 
this  cover  of  Algerine  property  as  a violation 
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uf  neutrality,  and  think  themselves  justified 
in  retaliating  on  the  defenceless  commerce  oi 
the  United  States  in  the  Mediterranean  Be- 


with  twenty-one  guns,  and  proceeded  to  un 
load  the  Algerine  cargo.  The  ambassador 
was  not  permitted  to  have  his  audience  before 


sfdes  which,  he  would  deviate  from  his  orders  the  arrival  of  the  capudan  pacha,  or  high  ad- 
by  undertaking,  for  six  months,  a voyage  notj mirai,  from  Egypt,  and  it  was  necessary  for 
sanctioned  by  his  government.  On  the  otherjthe  frigate  tJo'wait  the  result.  Captain  Bain- 
hand,  a refusal  to  comply  would  occasion  the  bridge  endeavored  to  employ  the  interval -in 
detention  of  the  frigate,  which  was  now  in  the' giving  to  the  Turkish  government  a favora- 
power  of  the  dey,  and  be  followed  by  an  im-  ble  impression  of  a country,  of  which  his  ship 
mediate  declaration  of  war  against  the  Uni-land  crew  were  the  only  specimens  they  had 
ted  states  for  this  alledged  breach  of  the  ever  an  opportunity  of  seeing  At  this  time 
treaty,  and  a seizure  of  all  Ariierican  vessels' an  embassy  to  Constantinople  was  projected, 
in  the  Mediterranean.  In  this  situation,  cap-  and  William  L.  Smith,  esquire,  then  minister 
tain  Bainbridge  opposed  the  dey  as  long  and  of  the  United  States  in  Portugal,  was  desig- 
as  vigorously  as  possible.  The  dey  promised  hated  as  our  ambassador.  It  was  therefore 
that  if  a Swedish  frigate,  winch  was  then  ex-  desirable  that  his  arrival  should  be  preceded 
pected,  arrived,  he  would  take  her  in  place  of  by  as  advantageous  an  opinion  as  possible  of 
the  George  Washington.  But  she  did  not  his  country.  How  well  captain  Bainbridge 
come.  A British  twenty-four  gun  ship  arriv-j  succeeded  in  making  these  impressions,  we 
ed,  and  offered  to  carry  the  presents.  This, ' may  learn  from  the  unsuspicious  testimony  of 
however,  the  dey  refused,  because  he  would;  a distinguished  traveller,  Mr.  Clarke,  who 
not  be  under  obligations  to  England;  and  at jwas  then  at  Constantinople,  and  with  whom 
last,  exasperated  by  opposition,  he  sent  for* captain  Bainbridge  contracted  a friendly  in- 
captain  Bainbridge  and  the  consul,  and  pe-jtiinacy.* 

remptorily  demanded  that  the  frigate  should  On  the  arrival  of  the  capudan  pacha,  the 
go  to  Constantinople,  threatening,  in  case  of  unfortunate  Algerine  ambassador  was  denied 
refusal,  to  make  slaves  of  all  the  Americans  an  audience,  and  both  his  letters  and  presents 
in  Algiers,  to  detain  the  frigate,  and  send  out,  refused,  on  account  of  the  many  depredations 
his  cruisers  against -the  defenceless  trade  of,  committed  by  Algiers  on  the  commerce  of 
United  States.  The  liberty  of  his  conntrymen,  Austria  and  other  nations  friendly  to  the 
and  the  safety  of  the  American  commerce,*  porte,  and  also  for  having  made_peace  with 
decided  captain  Bainbridge  at  last  to  smother  France  without  consulting  the  grand  seignior, 
his  indignation  at  this  unpleasant  and  humi^The  ambassador  and  his  suite  were  notsnffer- 
liating  service,  and  he  consented  to  receive  thej  ed  to  leave  their  houses,  the  dey  of  Algiers 


Algerine  ambassador. 

Another  difference  arose  about  the  flag; 
captain  Bainbridge  declared  that  the  frigate; 
should  carry  lies;  own  colors;  but  the  dey  in- 
sisted that  the  flag  of  Algiers  should  he  Worn 
during  the  voyage.  It  was  vain  to  resist,  how- 
ever mortifying  to  obey. 

They  sailed  from  Algiers  on  the  nineteenth 
of  October.  The  winds  were  unfavorable, 
the  weather  bad,  and  the  society  of  the  Turks 
not  calculated  to  console  the  officers  for  these 
inconveniences;  but  they  submitted  with  as 
good  a grace  as  possible  to  a humiliation 


was  ordered  to  declare  war  against  France, 


* “The  arrival  of  an  American  frigate,”  s:\ys  Mr.  Clarke 
“ for  the  first,  time  at  Constantinople,  caused  considerable  sensa- 
tion, not  only  among  the  Turks,  but  also  throughout  the  whole 
diplomatic  corps  stationed  in  Pera.  This  ship,  commanded  by 
captain  Bainbridge,  came  front  Algiers,  with  a letter  and  presents 
from  the  dey  to  the  sultan  and  Capudan  pacha.  Th  e presents  con- 
sisted bf  tigers  and  other  animals,  sent  with  a vie>  v to  conciliate 
the  Turkish  government,  whom  the  dey  had  offendi  id.  When  she 
came  to  an  anchor,  and  a message  went  to  the  porfe  that  an  Ante* 
riean  frigate  was  in  the  harbor,  the  Turks  were  alto  tether  unable 
to  comprehend  where  the  country  was  situated  whose  Hag  they  had 
to  salute.  A great  deal  of  time  was  therefore  lost  in  settling  this 
important  point,  and  in  considering  how  to  receive  the  stranger. 
In  flie  meantime,  we  went  on  board  to  visit  the  ©apt*  in;  and  were 
sitting  with  him  in  his  cabin,  when  a messenger  cai?e‘  from  the 
Turkish  government  to  ask  whether  America  was  n ot  otherwise 
, | called  the  New  World;  and,  being  answered  in  .the  affirmative, 
t - i , i i i „ - , -/*  . ii  - assured  the  captain  that  he  was  welcome,  and  would  be  treated  with 

which  they  uccmcd  nCCCSSS-ry  top  their  court-!  the  Utmost  cordfalitv  and  respect.  The  messengers  f;  inn  the  dey 
try’s  service.  The  frigate  anchored  at  the -Where  then  ordered 'on  hoard  the  capudan  pacha’s  sin  p;  who.re- 
- ° ctivjng  the  letter  Irom  their  sovereign  with  great  rag  t,  first  spat, 


W-.  /-»  g-'i  • . -|  , , tt  j t me  icurj  it  mu  LJiCJl  MlVulcigll  V*  1 1 1 J gltdl  luj^1  » HIM- 

rer  end  ot  Udnstantinople  I’ll  twenty-  three;  and  then  stamped  upon  it;  telling  them  to  go  back  t«tl  lesr  master. 


rr  i • j rj  . . i • AT  • iiJdgiuiiLcm  picM:iub»  x lit:  line  oiucl  Ui  M ij',  zuiti 

flag  Was  hoisted,  at  tile  Illizen,  the  AJgeriue  healthy  State  of  her  crew,  became  topics  of  general  » niversation 

at  the  main.  Soon  afterwards’ three  officers,  the  different  ministers  strove  who  should  reedy- him 

. - • . . . J in  their  palaces.  We  accompanied  him  m his  long-  boat  to  the 

lit-  succession,  were  sent  on  board  by  the  grand  Blai’K  Sea,  as  he  was  desirous  of  hoisting  there,  for  th  5 first  time, 
.,,1.^4..  „1.  • 4.1  U ' ■ j the  American  flag;  and,  upon  his  return,  were  amuse'  l by  a very 

Seignior,  to  enqillie  what  ship  that  was,  and  singular  entertaintment  a this  table  during  dinner.  Up  on  the  four 
what  colors  she  had  hoisted.  They  were  told  covners  were -as  many  decanters,  containing  fresh  w *r  from  as 
, . - . many  quarters  oi  the  globe.  The  natives  of  Europe,  Asia,  Ain 

it  was  an  American  frigate  and  an  American  ea,  and  America,  sat  down  together  at  the  same  table. , and  were 
flac*-  Thev  said  they  did  not  P-nmv  qtiv  <-h  regaled  with- flesh,  fruit,  bread,  and  other  viands;  wliil  t,  of  every 
vy  mtvy  Li (l  not  know  any  suctl  article,  a sample  from  each  quarter  of  the  globe  was  p.  sesented  at 

country.  Captain  Bainbridge  then  explained  tlu-  sanie  time.  The  means  of  accomplishing  this  are  easily  ex- 
it- 4-  A i Tvr  1 r 1 • 1 plained,  by  his.  having  touched  at  Algiers,  in  his  pa  isage  from 

that  Alliei  lea  was  the  dew  * v orld — by  which  America,  and  being  at  anchor  so  near  the  shoves  both  of  Europe 

name  they  had  some  .idea  of  the  country.— •[ ai>d  Asia” 

This  is  incorrectly  stated.  The  only  presents  rec  lived  were 
shawl  and  a fur  cloak,  which  together  were  worth  about  feur 


After  these  inquiriesthe  frigate  came  into  the 
harbor,  saluted  the  grand  seignior’s  palace] 
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aryl  sixty  days  allowed  to  receive  in  Constanti- taken  in  there  as  ballast  for  the  voyage  to 
nople  the  account  of  his  compliance,  on  pain | Constantinople.  Thedey,  however,  insis l ed> 
of  immediate  war.  |and  captain  Bainbridge,  fearful  of  the  conse- 

Captain  Bainbridge  was,  however,  received! quences  to  the  unprotected  commerce  of'  the 
by  the  capudan  pacha  with  distinguished  po- United  States,  again  ventured  within  the 
liteness.  He  took  , the  frigate  under  his  im-  dey’s  power,  delivered  the  old  guns,  and  took 
mediate  protection;  requested  captain  Bain  other  ballast.  The  tyrant  was  now  so  effectu- 

’ ally  humbled  by  the  orders  of  the  grand  seign- 
ior, that  he  instantly  released  four  hundred 
prisoners,  who  had  been  taken  with  British 
and  Austrian  passports,  and  declared  war 
against  France.  Finding  too,  that  captain 
Bainbridge  was  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
capudan  pacha,  his  menaces  softened  into 
great  mildness.  After  having  been  thus  in- 
strumental in  the  release  of  so  many  prison- 
ers, captain  Bainbridge  was  now  enabled  to 
serve  the  interests  of  humanity  in ' another 
way.  On  the  declaration  of  war  with  Fi  ance, 
the  consul  and  all  the  French  subjects,  then 
in  Algiers,  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country 
in  forty-eight  hours,  and  as  their  longer  stay 
would  have  exposed  them  to  captivity,  they 
were  all  taken  on  board  the  George  ‘ Wash- 
ington. 

He  sailed  from  Algiers  about  the  last  of 
January,  and  after  landing  the  French  pas- 
sengers at  Alieant,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in 


bridge  to  haul  down  the  Algerine  flag  and 
carry  the  American,  and  being  fond  of  ship- 
building and  naval  affairs,  conceived,  from  the 
seaman  like  conduct  of  the  officers  and  the 
state  of  the  frigate,  a high  idea  of  our  ma- 
rine character.  These  attentions  were  pecu- 
liarly grateful,  as  this  officer  was  related  by 
marriage  to  the  grand  seignior,  and  supposed 
to  posses  great  influence  in  public  affairs.  He 
afterwards  addressed  a friendly  letter  to  Mr. 

Smith,  the  expected  ambassador,  and  the  two 
countries  might  have  formed  a commercial 
treaty  under  very  favorable  auspices;  but  the 
mission  to  Constantinople  was  afterwards  dis- 
countenanced by  our  government.  The  dif- 
ferent diplomatic  characters  at  Constantino- 
ple paid  to  captain  Bainbridge  very  marked 
civilities — more  particularly  lord  Elgin,  the 
British,  and  baron  de  Hubsch,  the  Danish 
ambassador.  Every  thing  being  at  length  ar- 
ranged, the  George  VV ashington  sailed  from  ovu^vio  «.v  ,i;i^auu,  ai m cu  <ic  jriiiiaueipina  m 
Constantinople  in  the  month  of  December,  the  month  of  April,  1801,  and  received  the 


carrying  the  Turkish  ambassador’s  secretarj’ 
back  to  Algiers,  with  an  account  of  the  un- 
fortunate result  of  his  embassy. 

This  voyage  to  Constantinople,  though  irk- 
some to  the  officers,  was  ultimately  the  means 
of  acquiring  much  honor  to  the  United  States, 
and  might  have  been  rendered  highly  service- 
able. Fortunately  for  us,  the  George  Wash- 
ington arrived  suddenly  before  Constantino- 
ple, which  no  Christian  vessel  was  permitted 
to  do — the  laws  of  the  porte  requiring  that  all 
foreign  vessels  should  wait  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  below  tire  city,  in  order  ob 


marked  approbation  of  the  government  for 
his  conduct  during  this  long,  unpleasant,  and 
delicate  service.  Before  his  return,  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  with  France  had  caused  a 
reduction  of  the  navy,  and  there  were  retained 
only  nine  captains,  of  whom  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  finding  himself  one.  In  the  following 
June  he  received  the  command  of  the  frigate 
Essex.  About  this  time  the  regency  of  Tri- 
poli, emboldened  by  the  success  of  the  Alge- 
rine-, commenced  hostilities  against  the  Uni- 
ted States;  to  oppose  which,  a squadron  of 
frigates,  among  which  was  the  Essex,  was 


tain  leave  to  come  up;  and  as  the  American  sent  to  the  Mediterranean  Here  he  continu 
flag  and  nation  were  then  unknown,  and  the  ed  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  months,  engaged 
ministers  of  foreign  powers  would  of  course  in  convoying  American  ships  and  other  neu- 
have  been  unwilling  to  see  a young  adventurous  trals  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  cruising 
people  admitted  to  share  the  advantages  of  a against  the  Tripolitan  ships  of  war.  with  none 
trade,  which  they  were  enjoying  exclusively,  | of  which,  however,  he  had  the  o-ood  fortune 
the  probability  is,  that  the  frigate  never  would  to  engage.  He  returned  to  New  York  in  Ju- 
have  reached  Constantinople.  Arriving,  how- |ly,  1802,  and  remained  on  shore  for  about 
ever,  as  she  did,  a fine  ship,  with  an  excellent  nine  months,  engaged  In  superintending  the 

Syren 

he  was  appointed  to  corn- 
seen  us  sustain  with  so  much  glory  in  the  war  mand  the  Philadelphia,  a frigate  built  by  the 
with  Tripoli.  4-fter  landing  someTurks  at  M al- ! merchants  of  Philadelphia  and  presented  to  the- 
ta, as  a favor  to  the  capudan  pacha,  captain , government  of  the  United  States.  He  sailed 
Bainbridge  arrived  off  Algiers  on  the  21st  in  her  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  July 


crew  in  the  best  discipline,  she  gave  the  Turks 
a high  idea  of  the  naval  character  of  the  Uni  - 
ted States — -a  character  which  they  have  since 


building  of  the  United  States’ 
and  Vixen. 

In  May,  1801: 


of  January.  Warned  by  his  past  misfortune, 
he  did  not  venture  his  frigate  within  reach  of 
the  fort,  but  sent  the  ambassador’s  secretary 
pn  shore  in  a boat,  although  the  dey  desired 
that  he  would  Gome  into  port  to  discharge 
some  guns  belonging  to  Algiers,  which  he  had 


1803,  for  the  Mediterranean,  to  join  the 
squadron  then  under  commodore  Preble.  On 
reaching  Gibraltar,  he  heard  of  two  Tripoli- 
tan cruisers  off  Cape  de  Gatt,  and  immedi- 
ately shaped  his  course  after  them.  On  the 
twenty-sixth  of  August  he  discovered  a ship 
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with  a brig  in  company,  both  under  a foresail 
only.  As  it  was  night,  the  wind  blowing  very 
fresh,  and  the  ship’s  guns  housed,  it  was  not 
till  the  Philadelphia  hailed  her  that  she  pro- 
ved to  be  a vessel  of  war  from  the  coast  of 
Barbary.  On  ordering  her  boat  on  board 
with  the  ship's  passports,  she  was  found  to  be 
the  Mirboha,  a cruiser  of  twenty -two  guns 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  from  Moroc- 
co, and  by  concealing  from  the  Moorish  offi- 
cer who  came  on  board  the  nation  to  which 
the  Essex  belonged,  he  was  led  to  mention 
that  the  brig  was  an  American  going  to  Spain, 
whom  they  had  boarded  but  not  detained. — 
The  low  sail  under  which  the  brig  was,  how 
ever,  exciting  some  suspicion,  captain  Bain- 
bridge  sent  his  first  lieutenant  to  examine  if 
the  ship  had  any  American  prisoners;  but  he 
was  prevented  by  the  captain  of  the  ship 
A boat  well  manned  and  armed  was  sent 
to  enforce  a compliance,  and  they  found  on 
board  the  American  captain  of  the  brig,  who, 
with  his  crew,  were  all  confined  below,  the 
brig  having  been  captured  by  the  Moorish 
cruiser  nine  days  before.  After  this  act  of 
hostility,  captain  Bainb ridge  had  no  hesita 
tion  in  making  prize  of  the  ship,  which  was 
immediately  manned  from  the  Philadelphia, 
and  the  two  ships  proceeded  to  cruise  for  the 
brig,  which  had  made  off  during  this  exami- 
nation. It  was  not  till  after  a search  among 
a fleet  of  vessels,  all  the  next  day,  that  she  wa3 
discovered,  pursued  and  taken,  and  both  ves- 
sels carried  into  Gibraltar. 

On  board  the  Mirboha  were  found  cruising 
orders  from  the  governor  of  Tangiers,  which 
proved  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  emperor 
of  Morocco;  who  was  about  letting  loose  his 
forces  against  the  American  commerce.  The 
capture  of  one  of  his  finest  ships,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  this  scheme,  convinced  him 
of  the  folly  of  it,  and  afforded  commodore 
Preble,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  the  means 
of  bringing  the  emperor  to  a speedy  and  per- 
manent peace  with  the  United  States. 

While  he  was  detained  by  this  negociation, 
captain  Bainbridge,  in  company  with  the  Vix- 
en, captain  Smith,  had  proceeded  to  blockade 
the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  Here  he  soon  received 
information  that  a Tripolitan  cruiser  had  es- 
caped from  the  port,  and  he  despatched  the 
Vixen  to  cruise  off.  Cape  Bon  in  quest  of  her. 
After  her  departure  the  Philadelphia  was  dri- 
ven from  her  cruising  ground  for  several  days, 
by  the  prevalence  of.  strong  westerly  gales; 
but  the  wind  having  changed  to  the  eastward, 
she  was  returning  to  her  station,  when,  on  the 
thirty-first  of  October,  not  many  leagues  to 
the  east  of  the  town,  at  about  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  a atrange  ship  was  seen  in  shore 
to  which  chase  was  immediately  given.  The 
chase  kept  as  close  in  shore  as  she  dared,  and 
ran  fot*  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  The  Philade! 


venturing  into  shoaler  water  than  seven  fa- 
thoms, and  keeping  up  a constant  fire,  but 
finding  she  could  not  cut  the  chase  oft'  from 
the  harbor,  gave  up  the  pursuit  and  hauled  her 
wind  to  the  northward,  which  was  directly  off 
the  land;  when,  about  half  after  eleven  o’clock, 
as  she  was  going  at  the  rate  of  six  or  seven 
knots,  she  ran  upon  rocks  about  four  miles 
and  a half  from  the  town.  These  rocks  are 
continuation  of  a reef  which  directly  op- 
posite the  town  are  above  water,  and  ex- 
tend a long  distance  to  the  eastward. — 
They  were  not  laid  down  in  any  charts  on 
board,  nor  had  they  been  discovered  by  our 
public  ships,  which  had  before  cruised  on 
this  coast;  nor,  although  three  leads  were 
kept  heaving,  were  they  perceived  till  she 
struck.  Great  exertions  were  instantly  made 
to  float  the  ship.  A part  of  the  guns  were 
thrown  overboard;  the  anchors  cut  away  from 
the  bows;  the  water  started;  the  foremast  cut 
away;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  As  soon  as  she 
had  grounded  the  gun-boats  came  out  to  at- 
tack her.  They  took  a position  on  her  quar- 
ters; but  her  stern-chasers  compelled  them  to 
change  their  station;  and  while  the  ship  con- 
tinued upright,  with  the  few  guns  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear,  she  could  keep  the  enemy 
at  a distance;  but  she  soon  lay  over  so  much 
on  one  side,  that  she  could  not  use  her  guns. 
At  length,  after  sustaining  the  enemy’s  fire 
for  between  five  and  six  hours,  and  seeing  no 
chance  of  getting  the  ship  off,  a council  of  war 
was  called  of  all  the  officers,  who  gave  a una- 
nimous opinion,  that  as  it  was  impossible  to  de- 
fend themselves,  or  to  annoy  the  enemy,  any 
further  show  of  resistance  would  only  expose 
the  lives  of  the  crew,  and  that  the  painful  alter- 
native of  surrendering  was  all  that  remained 
for  them.  The  magazine  was  therefore 
drowned;  the  arms  and  every  article  of  value 
thrown  overboard;  the  ship  scuttled;  the 
pumps  choked,  and  the  colors  were  then  haul- 
ed down  at  five  o’clock.  One  of  the  boats  was 
sent  to  acquaint  the  enemy  that  the  ship  would 
make  no  further  resistance.  “ On  approach- 
ing the  enemy,”  says  one  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed on  this  occasion,  “ we  were  hailed  by 
almost  every  one,  and  each  ordered  u s along- 
side of  his  boat.  One,  however,  fired  a shot, 
which  struck  near  us,  and  presuming  him  to 
be  the  commodore,  we  rowed  towards  him, 
when  one  pf  the  neargun-boats,  perceiving  we 
were  not  coming  to  him,  manned  his  boat  and 
came  after  us.  There  were  about  fifteen  men 
in  this  boat,  all  armed  with  pistols,  with  sa- 
bres, and  a long  musket  suspended  over  their 
backs.  They  were  a ferocious  and  savage  set. 
They  sprang  into  our  boat,  and  immediately 
two  seized  lieutenant  Porter,  and  two  seized 
ne.  My  coat  was  soon  off,  my  vest  unbut- 
toned, and  my  cravat  torn  from  my  neck.  I 
‘ bought,  for  my  own  part,  I should  not  have 


phia  continued,  to  chase  along  the  land,  not1  time  to  count  my  beads;  but  we  soon  pere'eiv 
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ed  that  their  violence  was  only  with  the  view 
of  getting  from  us  whatever  money  or  valua- 
bles we  might  have  concealed  about  our  per- 
sons. We  now  proceeded  towards  the  shore, 
the  gun-boat  men  continuing  in  our  boat.  It 
was  just  dark  when  we  approached  the  beach, 
which  was  covered  with  people,  armed  and 
shouting  most  hediously,  and  landed  amid  the 
shouts  of  the  populace,  by  whom  we  were 
pushed  about  rudely.  W e were  conducted  to 
tho  gate  of  the  pacha’s  castle,  followed  by  the 
crowd.  Here  we  were  detained  some  minutes, 
his  majesty  not  being  ready  to  receive  us  — 
We  were,  however,  at  length  ushered  into 
his  presence.  We  now  felt  ourselves  safe.— 
The  pacha  was  seated  in  state,  with  his  mi- 
nisters and  principal  officers  about  him,  and 
surrounded  by  a numerous  guard.  We  were 
desired  to  be  seated,  while  the  boat’s  crew 
stood  at  some  distance  back.  A variety  of 
questions  were  put  to  us:  how  many  men  were 
in  the  Philadelphia?  how  many  guns  had  she? 
were  any  of  the  guns  of  brass?  how  much  pow 


new  and  terrible  misfortune  would  permit 
them.  The  next  day,  the  minister  of  foreign 
•iff airs  requested  captain  Bainbridge  and  his 
officers  to  give  their  parole,  in  order  that  he 
might,  in  turn,  pledge  his  word  to  the  pacha 
tor  their  safety.  This  was  complied  with. — 
The  officers  also  presented  an  unanimous  ad- 
dress to  the  captain,  in  which  they  stated  their 
belief  that  the  charts  and  soundings  justified 
as  near  an  approach  to  the  shore  as  they  had 
made;  and  declaring,  that  on  this  as  on  every 
other  occasion,  his  conduct  had  always  been 
correct  and  honorable.  Soothed  by  this  proof 
of  confidence  and  attachment,  captain  Bain- 
bridge endeavored  to  render  the  situation  of 
his  officers  and  crew  as  comfortable  as  possi 
ble.  The  consular  house  was  commodious, 
and  although  not  large  enough  for  the  accom- 
modation of  so  many  persons,  was,  at  least 
airy,  and  the  atmosphere  they  breathed  was 
pure.  About  a fortnight  after  this,  however, 
the  pacha’s  minister  acquainted  captain  Bain- 
bridge that  letters  had  been  received  from  the 


der  was  there?  was  there  any  money  in  the(Tripolitans  who  had  been  taken  by  captain 
ship?  where  was  commodore  Morris?  where  jRodgers,  in  the  John  Adams,  complaining  of 
was  the  schooner  Enterprise?  &x.  Three  glas-jbeing  ill  treated  by  him,  and  captain  Bain* 
ses  of  sherbert  were  brought,  one  for  each  of  bridge  was  requested  to  sign  an  order  upon 
us,  of  which  we  drank.”  jeommodore  Preble  to  give  up  these  Tripolitan 

The  same  scene  of  plunder  was  renewedprisoners,  with  a declaration,  that  if  he  re- 
when  the  Tripolitans  came  on  board.  Theyifused,  the  ill  treatment  shewn  to  the  Tripoli- 
took  from  captain  Bainbridge  his  watch,  andjtans  should  be  retaliated  upon  the  officers  of 
epaulets,  and  the  cravat  from  his  neck;  but  the  Philadelphia.  Captain  Bainbridge  pe 
with  much  struggling  and  difficulty  he  saved 
the  miniature  of  his  wife  When  he  was 
brought  into  the  castle,  the  same  set  of  ques- 
tions was  repeated  by  the  pacha,  who  observ- 
ed, among  other  things,  that  the  fortune  of  they  remained  one  day,  when  the  Tripolitan 


the 

remptorily  refused  to  sign  this  order,  and  ac- 
cordingly, by  way  of  punishment,  they  were 
conducted  by  the  slave-driver  to  the  prison 
where  the  crew  were  confined  at  work.  Here 


war  had  placed  captain  Bainbridge  in  his  pre- 
sent situation.  They  were  then  sent  to  ano- 
ther apartment,  where  a supper  was  provided 
for  the  officers;  after  which  they  were  brought 
in  a body  before  the  pacha,  who  gratified  him- 
self by  taking  a view  of  them  collectively.  The 
complacency  with  which  he  surveyed  them, 
his  cheerful  and  animated  countenance,  suffi- 
ciently denoted  his  satisfaction  at  seeing  them. 
His  reception  of  them,  however,  made  favor 
able  impressions  of  his  character.  He  presented 
them  to  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Sidi 
Muhammed  Dghies,  who  was  to  have  charge 
of  them,  and  who,  the  bashaw  observed, 
would  take  good  care  of  them.  This  indeed 
they  found  to  be  strictly  true;  for  they  were 
now  conducted  to  the  house  of  the  late  Ame- 
rican consul,  and  although  it  was  by  this  time 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  minister  sent 
for  the  Danish  consul,  Mr.  Nissen,  whom  he 
introduced  to  captain  Bainbridge,  as  his  par 
ticular  friend,  and  one  who  would  render  the 
officers  every  service  in  his  power.  This  es 
timable  man  immediately  brought  refresh 
meats,  and  all  the  bedding  which  he  could 
collect  at  that  hour;  and  about  two  o’clock 


government,  finding  captain  Bainbridge’s 
firmness  not  to  be  shaken,  they  were  recont 
ducted  in  the  evening  to  the  consular  house, 
and  an  apology  received  from  the  minister 
for  the  indignity  they  had  suffered.  Here 
they  were  continued,  and  were  permitted  oc- 
casionally to  walk  out  to  the  country  in  small 
parties,  accompanied  by  a guard. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  February,  1804,  the 
Philadelphia  was  burnt  by  Decatur.  This 
mortified  the  pacha  exceedingly;  though  he 
affected  to  consider  it  as  the  fortune  of  war. 
Some  of  the  bodies  of  persons  who  were 
known  to  have  been  on  board  the  Philadel- 
phia, floated  ashore,  from  which  the  pacha 
pretended  to  believe  that  Decatur,  after  get- 
ting clear  of  the  harbor,  had,  in  cold  blood, 
killed  the  prisoners.  This  was  the  pretext 
for  increasing  the  severity  of  their  confine- 
ment. Accordingly  they  were  removed  to 
apartments  in  the  pacha’s  castle,  exceedingly 
small,  and  but  ill  adapted  to  accommodate  so 
many.  They  were  without  windows,  and  all 
the  light,  as  well  as  fresh  air,  was  admitted 
through  a small  opening  at  the  top,  grated 
over  with  iron  railing.  The  door  was  con- 


the  officers  lay  down  to  sleep  as  well  as  their  stantly  bolted,  and  watched  by  a strong  guard, 
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as  was  also  the  top  of  the  prison.  The  at- 
mosphere they  breathed,  while  thus  closely 
confined,  soon  became  unhealthy,  and  captain 
Bainbridge  repeatedly  represented  to  the  mi- 
nister, that  they  could  not  exist  so  crowded 
together  and  with  such  conlined  air.  After 
much  delay,  and  when  the  warm  weather 
came  on,  and  they  were  all  getting  sick,  these 
accommodations  were  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  other  rooms.  Still  they  were  much  | 
crowded,  and  they  could  not  have  sustained  I 
such  confinement,  but.  that  the  climate  of  Tri- 1 
poll  is  the  mildest  and  most  delightful  in  the  j 
world.  While  in  this  confinement  they  were 
sometimes,  when  none  of  the  American  crui- 
sers were  off,  permitted  to  walk  into  the 
country;  but  there  was  one  period  of  nearly 
eight  months,  that  they  were  not  allowed 
this  indulgence,  and  these  eight  months  in- 
cluded one  whole  summer,  a season  when  the 
weather  was  warm,  and  consequently  they 
most  needed  exercise  and  fresh  air.  They 
continued  in  this  confinement  until  the  peace 
of  June,  1805. 

The  conduct  of  the  pacha  and  his  officers 
was,  however,  far  more  mild  than  they  had 
been  led  to  anticipate,  and  even  this  rigorous 
confinement  was  imposed,  not  so  much  with 
a view  to  make  them  suffer,  as  because  the 
pacha  thought  it  the  only  mode  by  which  he 
could  secure  them.  He  was  very  apprehen- 
sive on  this  point.  The  Danish  consul  endea- 
vored to  explain  to  the  Tripolitan  govern- 
ment the  nature  of  a parole  among  Europeans, 
and  assured  the  government  that  by  getting 
them  to  pledge  their  honor,  they  would  make 
no  attempt  to  escape,  and  should  be  more  safe 
than  by  all  his  guards,  his  bolts,  and  bis  bars; 
but  this  the  pacha  could  not  understand,  and 
he  could  not  be  made  to  believe  that  any  pri- 
soner who  had  the  chance  to  escape,  would  be 
deterred  from  doing  so  merely  because  he  hari 
passed  his  word.  It  was  once  debated  in  the  j 
divan,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to ; 
put  the  officers  to  hard  labor,  under  the  idea  j 
that  commodore  Preble,  as  soon  as  he  heard  j 
of  it,  would,  on  their  account,  be  more  soli- 
citous for  peace.  But  it  was  justly  concluded 
that  it  would  have  a contrary  tendency,  that 
it  would  irritate  and  exasperate  their  country- 
men, and  induce  a more  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  The  project  was  therefore  aban- 
doned. 

When  the  news  was  received  that  general 
Eaton  had  taken  Derne,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  dethroned  pacha,  was  advancing  to- 
wards Tripoli,  Eaton’s  force  was  greatly  ex- 
aggerated, and  the  pacha  became  alarmed. — 
He* sent  word  to  captain  Bainbridge,  that  here- 
tofore he  considered  the  war  as  one  of  inter- 
est only;  that  the  United  States  prosecuted  it 
in  order  to  get  away  their  countrymen  for  as 
small  a sum  of  money  as  possible,  and  that  he 
continued  it  to  get  as  much  as.  possible  for  his. 


prisoners;  but  that  now  the  Americans  had 
made  common  cause  with  his  exile  u brother, 
and  that  consequently,  he  must  succeed  against 
Eaton  or  lose  his  kingdom;  that  he  had  the 
means  of  injuring  the  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  in  a most  delicate  point  (meaning, 
by  putting  the  prisoners  to  death)  and  that  m 
a case  of  extremity  he  should  enforce  these 
means.  The  pacha  thought  to  alarm  cap- 
tain Bainbridge,  and  induce  him  to  write 
to  the  commodore  or  to  Eaton.  Captain 
Bainbridge.  however,  replied,  that  he  and  his 
officers  were  in  the  power  of  the  pacha,  and 
that  he  might  do  with  them  as  he  pleased; 
that  the  United  States  had  many  officers  and 
seamen,  and  that  consequently  they  should  be 
no  loss  to  their  country.  This  spirit ed  reply  sa- 
vedhim  from  any  move  such  messages.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  whether  the  pacha  would 
or  would  not  have  gone  to  this  extremity  — 
He  is  a naan  of  strong  passions,  and  ambitious; 
and  had  he  been  driven  from  his  kingdom,  he 
might  have  been  urged  to  this  violence;  as  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  he  should  entertain 
the  same  sentiments  of  abhorrence  at  the 
atrocity  of  sacrificing  his  prisoners,  as  would 
be  felt  by  an  European  A place  in  the  inte- 
rior had  certainly  been  fixed  on  as  a place  of 
security  for  them,  in  case  it  became  necessary 
to  remove  them  from  the  capital. 

While  thus  confined,  without  exercise  or 
change  of  scene,  their  time,  it  may  be  easily 
imagined,  passed  heavily.  But  their  youth, 
and  the  hardy  frame  of  mind,  created  by  their 
profession,  were  qualified  to  resist  for  a long 
time  the  depressing  effects  of  misfortune.  A f- 
ter the  short  interval  of  unavailing  regret  had 
passed,  they  collected  their  spirits  and  re- 
sources, and  endeavored  to  derive  amuse- 
ment and  occupation  from  every  quarter. 

When  they  were  taken  they  lost  all  their 
clothes.  The  officers  of  the  Vixen,  as  sooii 
as  they  heard  of  this  circumstance,  sent  a 
part  of  their  clothes,  which  came  very  sea- 
sonably Soon  after,  some  of  their  own  was 
brought  ft)  the  prison  for  sale,  and  each  offi- 
cer, having  thus  an  opportunity  of  purcha- 
sing some  of  his  former  wardrobe,  they  had 
a sufficient  supply.  Some  of  their  books 
were  also  taken  to  them  to  be  sold,  and  were 
purchaser]  from  the  Tripolitans,  to  whom  they 
were  entirely  useless,  at  a price  generally 
much  below  their  value. 

These  furnished  the  means  of  constant  em- 
ployment, as.  their  officers  were  enabled  to  pur- 
sue the  studies  to  which  they  were  attached, 
and  the  prison  became  a sort  of  academy,  in 
which  navigation,  the  French  language,  and 
other  instructive  studies  were  cultivated.  Oc- 
casionally too,  they  found  relief  against  enmii 
in  theatrical  performances.  Among  the  boots 
purchased  was  an  odd  volume  of  plays,  con- 
taining the  Castle  Spectre,  the  Heir  at  Law, 
the  Stranger,  and  Secrets  Worth  Knowing. 
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These  were  successively  got  up  and  perform-! hundred  and  fifty  yards,  without  boards  to 
ed.  This  resource  was  husbanded  very  care- [prop  it  and  prevent  its  falling  in;  and  as  they 
fully.  Thus  they  were  busily  occupied  for  | had  none  of  these,  they  were  obliged  to  look 
sometime  in  preparing  the  scenery,  then  theito  some  other  means  of  escape.  In  the  fol- 
dresses,  then  in  rehearsing,  and  finally,  after  I lowing  May  they  adopted  another  scheme. — 
great  exertions  for  three  or  four  weeks,  the! One  of  the  inner  walls  of  the  prison  commu- 
theatre  was  opened.  The  scenery  was  paint- [nicated  with  a subterraneous  passage,  which 
ed  in  such  colors  as  could  be  procured;  the 'they  hoped  would  lead  to  the  outward  wall  ©f 
gayer  dresses,  of  the  ladies  were  formed  ofithe  castle,  and  by  perforating  this  they  ex- 
sheets, whiles:  black  silk  handkerchiefs  sewed jpected  to  find  a passage  in  the  town.  Ac- 
cordingly they  began  to  take  out  one  by  one 
the  stones  of  this  wall,  which  were  carefully 
replaced  to  avoid  suspicion.  For  this  labor 
they  had  nothing  but  their  case  knives,  a dull 
axe,  and  an  iron  bolt;  but  they  at  last  got  into 
a long,  dark,  subterraneous  passage,  which 
they  followed  for  some  time,  till  their  pro- 
gress was  stopped  by  another  wall.  This  they 
perforated;  but,  to  their  surprise  and  morti- 
fication, found  a space  of  made  earth  or  ter- 
race, on  which  the  top  of  the  castle  rested. 
They  were  not,  however,  disheartened,  but 


together  furnished  suits  of  wo;  and  leaves  and 
paper  completed  the  materials  of  the  female 
toilet.  After  this,  criticisms  upon  the  per- 
formance and  dresses  of  the  several  actors 
and  actresses  kept  them  alive,  and  sometimes 
cheerful  for  a fortnight;  and  now  again  they 
began  to  prepare  for  anpther  play. 

Another  great  resource  was,  that  sometimes 
they  received  letters  from  their  friends  in 
America.  This  indeed  was  rare;  but  it  al- 
ways had  a most  lively  and  permanent  effect 
upon  them.  Their  greatest  comfort,  however, 
certainly  was  that  they  were  all  kept  toge- 
ther. Had  they  been  separated,  and  deprived 
of  the  support  of  each  other's  society,  they 
could  not  have  survived  so  long  a captivity. 

Among  their  comforts  too,  we  should  not 
omit  the  active  ond  friendly  humanity  of  Mr. 
Nissen,  the  ©anish  consul — a gentleman 


began  to  excavate  a space  large  enough  for  a 
man  to  crawl  in  upon  his  hands  and  knees, 
carefully  removing  the  earth  a distance,  and 
scattering  it  through  the  subterranean  pas- 
sage; but. they  had  not  made  much  progress, 
before  the  movements  of  the  soldiers  and  the 
great  weight  on  the  top  of  the  terrace  made 


whose  generous,  manly,  and  honorable  con- [it  cave  in,  and  destroyed  the  whole  enterprise, 
duct  should  be  connected  with  every  mention  [Fortunately  the  suspicions  of  the  guard  were 
of  the  Tripolitan  war.  While  the  other  agents  not  excited,  and  the  plan  remained  undisco- 
of  foreign  countries,  the  French,  English,  vered. 

and  Spanish  consuls,  kept  aloof  from  some  Another  and  more  bold  attempt  had  no  bet- 
paltry  consideration  of  timidity,  or  commer-  ter  success.  It  was  intended  to  reach,  by  a 
cial  jealousy,  or  wrote  to  the  captives  a cold  difficult  and  dangerous  way,  to  the  window  at 
and  formal  and  complimentary  and  unmean-  the  top  of  the  prison,  through  which  they  were 
ing  offer  of  service,  Mr.  Nissen  came  for- to  get  on  the  terrace,  and  taking  advantage 
ward  at  once,  and  from  the  first  to  the  last  of  some  moment  when  the  guards  were 
hf.'ur  of  their  captivity  was  a constant,  unre-  asleep  or  inattentive,  cross  the  terrace,  a 
minting,  anxious,  and  alfectionate  friend.  Mo-  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  to  the  parapet 
ney,  clothes,  books,  every  thing  which  couid  of  the  wall.  In  one  of  the  embrasures  of  this 
contribute  to  render  the  situation  of  the  cap-  they  were  to  make  fast  a rope,  formed  of  all 
tives  less  irksome,  was  lavished  by  the  friend-  the  sheets  tied  together,  and  descend  a height 
ly  zeal  of  Mr.  Nissen.  When  the  period  of  of  ninety  feet  to  the  beach.  The  first  who 
their  captivity  was  about  expiring,  they  ad-  got  down  were  to  swim  to  a Spanish  vessel 
dressed  to  that  estimable  man  a letter  of  about  half  a mile  off,  cut  her  boat  adrift  and 
thanks  for  his  disinterested  friendship;  and  as i bring  it  ashore,  and  the  whole  party  were 
soon  as  they  were  released  presented  to  him  then  to  embark  and  endeavour  to  gain  the 

American  squadron,  This  plan  was  confined 
to  captain  Bainbridge  and  a few  of  the  origi- 
nal projectors  of  it.  On  the  eve  of  its  exe- 
cution, captain  Bainbridge  wrote  to  the  Tri 
politan  minister  to  inform  him,  that  as  no  re- 
gard had  been  paid  to  their  parole,  he  deem* 
ed  himself  justifiable  in  attempting  to  regain 
his  liberty,  and  recommending  the  officers 
who  should  be  left  behind  to  his  particular 
care  and  attention.  To  those  officers  them 
selves  lie  addressed  a note,  stating  that  as  all 
could  not  make  the  attempt,  it  was  necessa- 
rily confined  to  its  projectors;  that  the  escape 
of  himself  and  so  many  officers  would  enable 
them  to  render  the  greatest  services  to 


an  urn,  as  a lasting  monument  of  his  bene- 
volence and  their  gratitude. 

Besides  other  modes  of  occupying  their 
time,  their  minds  were  frequently  excited  by 
hopes  and  efforts  to  escape.  An  attempt  was 
made  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  lo04,  to  un- 
dermine the  castle  and  escape  under  the  wall. 
They  comrAenced  digging  in  the  room  of  the 
warrant  officers;  but  after  working  for  four 
days,  they  reached,  at  the  depth  of  twenty 
five  feet,  a loose  sand  and  water,  and  found 
that  the  foundation  of  the  castle  was  built  up- 
on made  ground  of  so  loose  a texture,  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  undermine  it  horizon 
tally  the  requisite  distance,  which  was  one 
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those  who  remained,  and  hasten  the  period 
of  their  liberation,  by  lessening  the  sum  to  be 
demanded  by  the  Tripolitans.  When  these 
arrangements  were  concluded,  the  party  readi- 
ed the  window,  but  it  blew  so  violent  a gale 
of  wind;  that  they  were  obliged  to  postpone 
the  project;  and  captain  Bainbridge,  finding 
that  his  departure  excited  uneasiness  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  officers,  abandoned  the 
expedition  and  determined  to  share  their  fate 
The  attempt  was  then  made  by  three  lieute- 
nants and  as  many  midshipmen.  At  midnight, 
oh  the  twenty-first  of  May,  they  reached  the 
terrace,  and  remained  there  for  nearly  two 
hours,  endeavouring  to  se6k  a moment  to 
cross  to  the  parapet;  but  the  terrace  was  co- 
vered with  guards,  and  they  found  no  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  off.  The  failure  of  this 
scheme  put  an  end  to  all  plans  of  escape,  and 
they  patiently  waited  their  liberation  from 
the  hands  of  their  countrymen. 

During  the  bombardment  of  the  town,  they 
were  the  melancholy  and  inactive  witnesses 
of  the  efforts  of  their  countrymen.  The 
burning  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  explosion  of 
the  fire  ship  commanded  by  captain  Somers, 
and  the  various  attacks  made  on  the  town,  all 
passed  before  their  eyes.  Sometimes  too 
they  were  exposed  from  their  situation  to 
great  danger.  On  one  occasion,  a twenty- 
four  pound  shot  came  into  captain  Bain- 
bridge’s  bed-room  and  passed  within  six  inch- 
es of  his  head. 

While  the  officers  were  confined,  the  men 
were  kept  at  work  during  the  day,  and  lock- 
ed up  at  night.  The  work,  however,  which 
was  required  of  them  was  always  light,  and 
nothing  more  than  wholesome  exercise.  It 
was  scarcely  as  severe  as  the  ordinary  duty 
which  is  exacted  from  them  on  board  ship. — 
The  Tripolitans  are,  generally  speaking,  and' 
excepting  the  people  employed  in  tlie  gun- 
boats, of  a mild,  humane  character.  The 
prisoners  were  often  obstinate,  uncomplying, 
and  mischievous;  yet  the  Tripolitans  who  had 
charge  of  them  were  rarely  provoked  to  pu- 
nish them.  They  used  often  to  say,  that  the 
Americans  were  the  most  difficult  to  manage 
of  any  people  they  had  ever  seen.  Several  of 
the  crew  turned  Mahometans,  and  thus  gain- 
ed their  freedom;  but  the  rest  remained  faith- 
ful to  their  country  and  religion.* 

At  last  colonel  Lear  appeared  off  the  har- 
bor to  negociate  a peace  with  Tripoli.  The 
first  overtures  were  embarrassed  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Spanish  consul,  ■who  was  at 
length  put  aside,  and  captain  Bainbridge  pro- 
posed, as  the  shortest  mode  of  pacification, 

* It  would  be  unjust  not-  to  record  an  instance  of  the  generosity 
of  these  seamen.  Among  the  drivers  who  superintended  them 
while  at  work  was  a Neapolitan,  himself  a captiye,  who  had  of- 
ten relented  into  pity  for  them,  and  done  them  acts  of  kindness. 
Touched  by  this  treatment,  the  crew,  as  they  were  about  to  leave 
Tripoli,  made  a subscription  out  of  their  wages,  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  dollars,  with  which  they  purchased  the  liberty  of 
the  Neapolitan,  who  was  thus  restored  at  the  same  time  with 
themselves  to  freedom  and  his  country. 


that  he  should  be  permitted  to  visit  the  squatf- 
ron.  This  request  was  so  new  in  Barbary, 
that  the  officers  of  the  Philadelphia  were 
obliged  to  give.a  written  declaration,  that  in 
case  he  did  not  return  they  would  submit  to 
any  punishment  the  pacha  might  inflict.  Un- 
der this  guarantee  he  had  an  interview  with 
the  American  officers,  and  a treaty  was  at 
last  concluded  between  the  two  countries;  by 
which  tlie  American  and  Tripolitan  prison-, 
ers  were  exchanged  and  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars  was  given  to  the  pacha.  On 
the  third  of  June,  1805,  the  officers  were  libe- 
rated after  a confinement  of  nineteen  months 
and  three  days,  and  on  the  fourth  they,  as 
well  as  the  crew,  embarked  on  board  the 
squadron,  and  soon  after  sailed  for  America. 

Captain  Bainbridge  reached  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  1805,  and  the  recep- 
tion which  he  met  from  his  country  was  such 
as  to  satisfy  completely  the  feelings  of  a me- 
ritorious but  unfortunate  officer.  He  was  re- 
ceived rather  as  a returning  conqueror  than 
as  a vanquished  prisoner— a most  unequivo- 
cal proof  of  public  confidence,  sinee  that  me- 
rit must  indeed  be  sterling  which  could  stand 
the  test  of  such  misfortunes.  Nor  were  the 
opinions  of  his  brother  officers  less  honora- 
ble and  liberal.  At  his  request  a court  of  en- 
quiry had  been  held  on  the  loss  of  the  frigate? 
and  the  judgment  of  the  court  was,  that  it 
“ was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  captain  Bain- 
bridge acted  with  fortitude  and  good  conduct 
in  the  loss  of  the  United  States’  frigate  Phi- 
ladelphia; and  that  no  degree  of  censure 
should  attach  itself  to  him  from  that  event.’’ 

Early  in  1 806  he  was  ordered  to  take  the 
command  of  the  naval  station  at  New  York" 
but  soon  after  obtained  a furlough  to  perform 
a voyage  in  the  merchant  service;  which,  from 
the  reduced  state  of  his  fund,  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  make  some  provision  for  his  fami 
ly.  He  returned  in  i 807,  and  was  employed 
in  various  naval  duties,  until  March,  1808, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Portland  sta- 
tion, which  had  become  vacant  by  the  death 
of  commodore  Preble  In  December  follow- 
ing, he  was  called  to  W asbington,  to  super- 
intend the  repairs  of  the  frigate  President, 
which  he  was  appointed  to  command  Hav- 
ing completed  the  ship,  he  sailed  in  July,  1809, 
from  Washington,  and  cruised  on  our  coast 
till  the  next  spring,  when  he  again  obtained 
permission  from  the  navy  department  to  en 
gage  in  the  merchant  service. 

Having  returned  from  his  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  February,  1812,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  navy-yard  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts,  and  the  public  vessels 
on  the  eastern  station. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  against  Great 
Britain,  it  was  submitted  by  the  government 
to  his  own  inclination,  either  to  retain  his  post 
at  the  navy  yard,  or  to  cruise  against  the  ene- 
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were  therefore  brought  on  board  the  Consti- 
tution, a service  which  it  required  two  days 
to  perform,  there  being  but  a single  boat  left 


my  on  the  ocean.  Accustomed  to  a life  of;  mainmast  had  just  gone  by  the  board.  He 
active  service,  and  preferring  the  hazard  of  | therefore  bore  down  again  upon  her,  and  hav- 
warfare  and  the  chance  of  victory,  to  the  se- ling  got  close  athwart  her  bows,  was  on  the 
CLifity  of  inaction,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  choose  j point  of  raking  her  with  a broadside,  when 
the  former,  and  was  accordingly  appointed  to,  she  hauled  down  her  colors,  being  a corn- 
command  the  frigate  Constellation;  hut  on  the ' pletely  unmanageable  wreck,  entirely  dis- 
arrival  at  Boston  of  captain  Hull,  after  his  j masted,  without  a spar  of  any  kind  standing, 
victory  over  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  he  On  boarding  her,  it  was  found  that  captain 
applied  for  a furlough  to  attend  to  his  private  Lambert  had  been  mortally  wounded,  and 
concerns,  and  commodore  Bainbridge  was; that  the  Java  was  so  much  injured,  that  it 
permitted  to  t.\ke  command  of  the  Constitu  j would  be  impossible  to  bring  her  to  the  Uni- 
lion  In  a few  weeks  he  sailed,  in  company  ted  States.  All  the  prisoners  and  the  baggage 
with  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  captain  Law- 
rence, on  a cruise  to  the  East-Indies,  After 
parting  company  with  captain  Lawrence,  he 
was  running  down  the  coast  of  Brazil,  when,  j between  the  two  frigates.  On  the  31st  she  was 
on  Thursday,  the  29th  of  December,'  be  dis-j  blown  up,  and  the  Constitution  put  into  St. 
covered,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  two  sail, , Salvador.  The  Java  carried  forty-nine  guns, 
one  of  which  was  standing  off  shore  towards } and  upwards  of  four  hundred  men:  $he  was 
him.  He  immediately  made  sail  to  meet  the! bound  to  the  East-Indies,  and  had,  in  addition 
strange  ship,  and  finding,  as  he  approached  | to  her  own  crew,  upwards  of  one  hundred  su- 
her,  that  she  did  not  answer  his  private  sig- 1 pernumerar  y officers  and  seamen,  for  differ- 
nals,  proceeded  out  to  sea  in  order  to  separate  ent  ships  on  the  East -India  station — among 
her  from  her  companion,  and  draw  her  off  the  j whom  was  a master  and  commander  in  the 
neutral  coast.  About  one  o'clock,  having'  navy,  and  also  lieutenant-general  Hislop,  and 
reached  what  he  considered  a proper  distance  his  two  aids,  of  the  British  army, 
from  the  shore,  he  hoisted  his  ensign  and|  Her  loss  was  sixty  killed;  and  among  these 
pendant,  which  was  answered  by  English  Captain  Lambert.  Of  the  wounded,  the  ac- 
colors,  and  perceiving  that  she  was  an  Eng-  counts  varied  from  or.e  hundred  and  ond 
lish  frigate  (the  Java,  captain  Lambert)  lie  (which  were  ascertained  positively)  to  be  one 
took  in  the  royals,  tacked  and  stood  for  the  hundred  and  seventy. 


enemy.  The  Java  immediately  bore  down,  in- 
tending to  rake,  which  the  Constitution  avoid- 
ed by  wearing.  The  enemy  being  now  within 
half  a mile  to  windward,  and  having  hauled 
down  his  flag,  the  Constitution  fired  a gun 
ahead  to  make  him  show  his  colors,  and  iin- 


On  beard  the  Constitution,  nine  were  killed, 
and  twenty-five  wounded;  among  whom  was 
the  commodore  himself. 

This  victory  was  scarcely  less  honorable  to 
commodore  Bainbridge,  than  the  generosity 
with  which  he  exercised  the  rights  of  a coii- 


mediately  poured  in  her  whole  broad-side,  onjqueror.  While  on  board,  the  prisoners  were 
■which  English  colors  were  hoisted,  and  the ‘treated  with  the  most  respectful  attention, 
fire  returned.  On  this  the  action  became  ge-|  Immediately  on  their  landing  at  St.  Salvador, 


neral,  within  grape  and  cannister  distance.  In 
a few  minutes  the  wheel  of  the  Constitution 
was  shot  away;  and  in  about  half  an  hour, 
commodore  Bainbridge  finding  that  his  ad- 
versary still  kept  too  far  off,  determined  to 
close  with  him  at  the  risk  of  being  raked.  He 
therefore  luffed  up  so  close  to  the  Java,  that 
in  passing,  her  jibboom  got  foul  of  the  Con- 
stitution's mizen  rigging;  and  having  nowl 
gained  a nearer  position,  he  poured  in  so  well 
directed  a fire,  that  in  ten  minutes  he  shot 
away  the  Java's  jibboom  and  part  of  her  bow- 
sprit ; in  five  minutes  more  her  foremast  went 
by  the  board — her  maintopmast  followed — 
then  the  gaft  and  spanker  boom,  and  lastly, 
the  mizenmast  wrent  nearly  by  the  board. — 
At  five  min'utes  past,  four,  one  hour  and  fifty- 
five  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 
action^the  Java's  fire  was  completely  silenced, 
and  her  colors  being  down,  commodore  Bain- 
bridge supposed  that  she  had  struck:  he  there- 
fore shot  ahead  to  repair  his  rigging;  but 
while  hove  to  for  that  purpose,  discovered  that 
her  colors  were  still  filing,  although  ter 
Sup.  Vol.  V, 


they  were  set  at  liberty  on  parole,  and  re- 
ceived every  article  of  their  baggage:  and 
particularly  a service  of  plate  belonging  to 
general  Hislop,  was  carefully  preserved  and 
restored  to  him.  These  proofs  of  honorable 
courtesy  were  not  lost  on  the  prisoners,  who 
expressed  their  gratitude  in  a manner  as  cre- 
ditable to  themselves  as  to  the  victors. 

The  decayed  state  of  the  Constitution  and 
other  circumstances,  combining  to  interfere 
with  the  original  plan  of  the  cruise,  commo- 
dore Bainbridge  now  left  the  Hornet  to  block- 
ade a superior  British  force  at  St.  Salvador 
and  returned  to  the  United  States. 

On  his  arrival  at  Boston,  he  was  received 
with  an  enthusiastic  welcome  by  his  country- 
men, who  felt  peculiar  pleasure  in  seeing  that 
Fortune  had  at  last  relented,  and  given  him 
an  opportunity  of  adding  success  to  merit. 
Fifty  thousand  dollars  prize-money,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  Joss  of  the  Java,  were 
given  by  congress  to  the  officers  and  crew, 
and  a gold  medal  presented  to  the  commodore 
himself.  These  were  followed  bv  votes  of 
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thanks  and  testimonials  of  respect,  from  seve 
ral  of  the  state  legislatures,  and  also  from 
various  corporate  bodies  and  meetings  of  the 
citizens  generally. 

Since  his  return,  he  has  been  appointed  to 
command  the  eastern  station  from  Portsmouth 
to  Connecticut,  within  which  limits  he  had 
charge  of  the  Constitution  and  two  brigs;  and 
the  construction  of  two  sloops  of  war;  but  his 
chief  employment  is  the  building  at  Charles- 
town of  a seventy-four,  which  he  is  appointed 
bo  command. 

Of  the  private  character  of  an  individual 
Still  living,  and  known  so  extensively,  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  proper  to  speak.  His 
domestic  life  is  singularly  fortunate.  In  the 
year  1798  he  married,  at  St.  Bartholomews, 
Miss  iieylegir,  an  amiable  and  respectable 
lady  of  St.  Eustatia,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children. 

What  new  adventures  await  him  when 
afloat  in  the  first  American  ship  of  the  line, 
must  be  left  to  time  and  fortune.  His  country 
may,  however,  confidently  indulge  in  all  the 
anticipations  which  great  professional  skill, 
determined  spirit,  and  a high  sense  of  national 
and  personal  honor,  are  calculated  to  inspire. 


Commodore  Perry. 

rilO’M  TIIE  AKALECTIC  MAGAZINE. 

In  taking  up  the  pen  to  commemorate  ano- 
ther of  our  naval  victories,  we  solicit  tire  pa- 
tience of  our  readers  if  we  indulge  in  a few 
preliminary  reflections  not  strictly  arising  out 
of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  though,  .we  trust 
not  wholly  irrelevant. 

Indeed  we  do  not  pretend  to  the  rigid  pre- 
cision and  dispassionate  coolness  cf  historic 
narrative.  Excited  as  we  are  by  the  tone  and 
temper  of  the  times,  and  the  enthusiasm  that 
prevails  around  us,  we  cannot,  if  we  Would, 


re- 
press those  feelings  of  pride  and  exultation  sillanimous  and  contemptible 
that  gush  warm  from  the  heart;  when  the  tri- 
umphs of  our  navy  are  the  theme.  Public  joy 
is  at  all  times  contagious;  but  in  the  present 
iowring  days  of  evijl,  it  is  a sight  as  inspiring  as 
it  is  rare,  to  behold  a whole  nation  breaking 
forth  into  gladness 


fulsome  and  extravagantparagraphs,  echoing 
the  vulgar  joy  and  coarse  ta untings  of  the  rab- 
ble: these  may  be  acceptable  to  the  gross  pa- 
lates of  the  mean  minded;  but  they  must  grieve 
the  feelings  of  the  generous  and*  liberal ; and 
must  lessen  our  triumphs  in  the  eyes  of  im- 
partial nations.  In  this  we  behold  the  strik- 
ing difl'crence  betw  een  those who  fight  battles, 
and  those  who  merely  talk  about  them.  Our 
officers  are  content  modestly  to  announce  their 
victories;  to  give  a concise  stair  ment  of  their 
particulars,  and  then  drop  the  subject:  but 
then  the  theme  is  taken  up  by  a thousand 
vaunting  tongues,  and  vaunting  pens;  each 
tries  to  outvie  the otherin extravagant  applause 
until  the  very  ear  of  admiration  becomes 
wearied  with  excessive  eulogies m, 

We  do  not  know  whether  in  these  remarks 
we  are  not  passing  censure  upon  ourselves.  ai;d 
whether  we  do  not  largely  indulge  inti  e’vciy 
weakness  we  condemn;  but  of  this  we  are  sure,, 
that  in  our  rejoicings  no  feelings  enter  intuit- 
ing to  the  foe.  W c joy,  indeed,  in  seeing  t ] ie 
flag  of  our  country  encircled  with  gioiy 
and  our  nation  elevated  to  a dignified  rank 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  but,  we  make 
no  boastful  claims  to  intrinsic  superiority,  nor 
seek  to  throw  sneer  nor  stigma  on  an  enemy, 
whom,  in  spite  of  temporary  hostility,  we 
honor  and  admire. 

But  surely  if  any  impartial  mind  will  consi 
der  the  circumstances  .of  the  case,  he  will  par 
den  our  countrymen  for  overstepping,  in  the 
flush  of  unexpected  and  repeated  success,  the 
( modest  bounds  of  propriety.  Is  it  a matter  ot 
surprise  that,  while  our  cheeks. are  yet  scarce 
'cool  from  the  blushes — the  burning  blush  ee — 
of  wounded  pride  andinsulting  patr  iotism,  with 
which  we  have  hear  dour  country  ridiculed  and. 
set  at  naughtby  other  nations — while  our  ears 
still  ring  with  the  galling  terms  in  which  even 
British  statesmen  havederided  us,  as  weak,  pu- 

while  our  me- 
mories are  still  sore  with  thetales  of  our  flag  in- 
sulted in  every  sea,  and  our  countrymen  oppres- 
sed in  every  port — -is  it  a matter  of  surprise  that 
we  should  break  forth  i nto  transports  at  seeing 
these  foul  aspersionsallsuddenly  brushed  aw  ay 
— at  seeing;  a continual  series  of  brilliant  succes- 


Thereis  a point,  however,  beyond  which  ex- i ses  flashing  around  the  national  standard,  and 


ultation  becomes  insulting,  and  honest  pride 
swells  into  vanity.  When  this  is  exceeded, 
even  success  proves  injurious,  and  instead  of 
begetting  a proper  confidence  in  ourselves, 
produces  that  most  disgusting  of  all  national 
faults,  boastful  arrogance.  This  is  the  evil 
against  the  encroachments  of  which  we  would 
earnestly  caution  our  countrymen ; it  comes 
with  such  an  open  and  imposing  front  of  wor- 
thy patriotism,  and  at  such  warm  and  unesu 
tious  moments,  that  it  is  apt  to  take  possession 
of  us  before  we  are  aware.  We  have  already 
noticed  some  symptoms  of  its  prevalence. 


dazzling  all  eyes  with  their  excessive  bright- 
ness? “Can  such  thing’s  be,  and overcome  us,  like 
a summer  cloud,- without, not  merely  our  “spe- 
cial wonder,”  but  our  special  exultation?  He 
who  will  cast  his  eye  back,  and  notice  how,  in 
little  more  than  one  year,  We  have  suddenly 
sprung  froin  peaceful  insignificance  to  proud 
competition  with  a.  power  whose  laurels  have 
been  the  slow  growth  of  ages,  will  ea  sily  excuse 
temporary  effervescence  of  our  feelings. 

For  our  parts  we  duly  declare  that  we  - 


revere 


the  British  nation.  One  of  the  dearest  wishes 
of  our  hearts  is  to  see  a firm  and  welT  ground- 


We  have  seen  many  of  our  papers  filled  with' ed  friendship,  established;  between  us. 


But 
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friendship  can  never  long  endure,  unless  found- 
ed on  mutual  independence ; and  however  we 
may  deplore  the  present  war,  this  double  good 
will  spring  out  of  it;  we  will  learn  our  own 
value  and  resources,  and  will  teach  our  anta- 
gonist and  the  world  at  large  to  knew  and  es- 
timate us  properly.  There  is  an  obsequious 
deference  in  the  minds  of  too  many  of  our 
countrymen  towards  Great  Britain,  that  not 
only  impairs  the  independence  of  the  national 
character,  hut  defeats  the  very  object  they 
would  attain.  They  would  make  any  sacri 
fices  to  maintain  a precarious,  and  patched  up, 
and  humiliating,  connexion  with  her ; but  they 
may  rest  assured  that  the  good  opinion  of  Great 
Britain  was  never  gained  by  servile  acquies- 
cence; she  never  will  think  the  better  of  a peo- 
ple for  thinking  despicably  of  themselves.  We 
execrate  that  lowliness  of  spirit  that  would 
flatter  her  vanity,  cower  beneath  her  contume- 
ly, and  meanly  lay  our  honors  at  her  feet. 
We  wish  not  her  friendship  gratuitously;  but 
to  acquire  it  as  a right;  not  to  supplicate  it 
by  forbearance  and  long  suffering,  lut  gallant- 
ly to  win  and  proudly  to  maintain  it.  After 
all,  if  she  will  not  be  a friend,  she  must  become 
a rival;  she  will  be  obliged  to  substitute  jea- 
lousy for  contempt,  and  surely  it  is  more  tole- 
rable, at  any  time,  to  be  hated  than  despised. 

Such  is  the  kind  of  feeling  that  we  avow 
towards  Great  Britain — equally  removed,  we 
trust,  from  rancorous  hostility  on  the  one  side, 
and  blind  partiality  on  the  other. 

W natever  we  may  think  of  the  expediency 
or  inexpediency  of  the  present  war,  we  cannot 
feel  indifferent  to  its  operations. — Whenever 
our  arms  come  in  competition  with  those  of 
the  enemy,  jealousy  of  our  country’s  honor 
will  swallow  up  every  other  consideration. 
Our  feelings  will  ever  accompany  the  flag  of 
our  country  to  battle,  rejoicing  in  its  glory — 
lamenting  over  its  defeat.  For  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  releasing  ourselves  from  the  con- 
sequences of  the  contest.  Jtie  who  fancies  he 
can  stand  aloof  in  interest,  and  by  condemn- 
ing the  present  war,  can  exonerate  himself 
from  the  shame  of  its  disasters,  is  wofully  mis- 
taken. Other  nations  will  not  trouble  them- 
selves about  our  internal  wranglings  and  party 
questions;  they  will  not  ask  who  among  us 
fought  or  why  we  fought — but  how  we  fought. 
The  disgrace  of  defeat  will  not  be  conflnedto 
the  contrivers  of  the  war,  or  the  party  in  power 
or  the  conductors  of  the  battle;  but  will  extend 
to  the  whole  nation,  and  come  home  to  every 
individual. *—  If  the  name  of  American  is  to 
be  rendered  honorable  in  the  fight,  we  shall 
each  participate  in  the  honor ; if  otherwise, 
we  must  inevitably  support. our  share  of  the 
ignominy.  For  these  reasons  do  we  watch, 
with  anxious  eye,  the  various  fortunes  of  this 
war ; a war  awfully  decisive  of  the  fortune, 
character  and  destinies  of  the  nation.  But 
much  as  we  are  gladdened  by  the  bright 


gleams  that  occasionally  break  forth  amid  the 
darkness  of  the  times,  yet  joyfully,  most  joy- 
fully, shall  we  hail  the  period,  when  the 
“troubled  night”  of  war  shall  be  passed,  and 
the  “ star  of  peace”  again  shed  its  mild  radi- 
ance on  our  country. 

We  have  seized  this  opportunity  to  express 
the  foregoing  sentiments,  because  we  thought 
that  if  of  any  value,  they  might  stand  some 
chance  of  making  an  impression,  when  acconv 
panied  by  the  following  memoir.  And,  indeed, 
in  writing  these  naval  biographies,  it  is  onr 
object  not  merely  to  render  a small  tribute  of 
gratitude  to  thece  intrepid  champions  of  our 
honor;  but  to  render  our  feeble  assistance  to- 
wards promoting  that  national  feeling  which 
their  triumphs  are  calculated  to  inspire. 

Oliver  Hazard  Perry  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Christopher  Raymond  Perry,  Esq.  of  the  U- 
nited  Stales  navy,  tie  was  born  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  in  August,  1785,  ar.d  being 
early  destined  for  the  navy,  he  entered  the 
service  in  1798,  as  midshipman,  on  board  the 
sloop  of  war  General  Greene,  then  command- 
ed by  his  father.  When  that  ship  went  out 
of  commission,  he  was  transferred  to  a squad- 
ron destined  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he 
served  during  the  Tripolit  an  war.  His  extreme 
youth  prevented  his  having  an  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  himself;  but  the  faithfulness  and 
intelligence  with  which  he  discharged  the  du- 
ties of  his  station,  recommended  him  greatly 
to  the  favor  of  his  superior  officers;  while  his 
private  virtues,  and  the  manly  dignity  of  his 
deportment,  commanded  the  friendship  and 
respect  of  his  associates. 

On  returning  from  the  Mediterranean  lie 
continued  sedulously  attentive  to  his  profes- 
sion, and  although  the  reduction  of  the  navy, 
and  the  neglect  into  which  it  fell  during  an 
interval  of  peace,  disheartened  man}7  officers, 
and  occasioned  several  to  resign,  yet  lie  de- 
termined to  adhere  to  its  fortunes,  confident 
that  it  must  at  some  future  period  rite  to  im- 
portance. It  would  be  little  interesting  to  en- 
umerate the  different  vessels  in  which  he 
served,  to  trace  his  advances  through  the 
regular  grades.  In  1810,  we  find  he  was 
ordered  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  Revenge,  as 
lieutenant  commandant.  'Ibis  vessel  was  at- 
tached to  the  squadron  of  commodore  R odgers, 
at  New- London,  and  employed  in  cruising  in 
the  Sound,  to, enforce  the  embargo  act.  In  the 
following  spring  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
the  Revenge  on  Watch  Hill  Reef,  opposite 
Stoney  Town.  He  had  sa i'led  from  N cw  p Di- 
late in  the  evening  for  New  London,  with  a;< 
easterly  wind,  accompanied  by  a fog.  In  tie 
morning  he  found  himself  enveloped  in  a th  ick 
mist,  with  a considerable  swell  going  — In  this 
situation,  without  any  possibility  of  ascertain  - 
ing where  he  was,  or  of  guarding  against  sur-. 
rounding  dangers,  the  vessel  was  carried  on 
the  reef,  and  soon  went  to  pieces.  On  this  oc 
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easion  Perry  gave  proofs*  of  that  admirable  ^ 
coolness  and  presence  of  mind  for  which  he  is* 
remarkable,  lie  used  every  precaution  to  save  | 
the  guns  and  property,  and  was  in  a great  I 
measure  successful.  lie  got  off  all  the  crew 
in  perfect  safety,  and  was  himself  the  last  to 
leave  the  wreck.  Tils  conduct  in  respect  to 
this  disaster  underwent  examination  by  a court 
of  inquiry,  at  his  own  request,  and  lie  was  not 
merely  acquitted  of  all  blame,  but  highly  ap- 
plauded for  the  judgment,  intrepidity,  and 
perseverance  he  had  displayed.  The  secretary 
of  the  navy,  Mr.  Hamilton,  also  wrote  him  a 
very  complimentary  letter  on  the  occasion. 

Shortly  after  this  event  he  returned  to  New- 
port, being  peculiarly  attracted  thither  by  a 
tender  attachment  for  Miss  Mason,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Mason,  and  niece  of  the  hon.  Christo- 
pher Champlin  of  the  United  States  senate; 
a lovely  and  interesting  young  lady,  whom  he 
soon  after  married. 

At  the  beginning  of  1312  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  master  and  commander,  and 
ordered  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla  of  gun 
boats  stationed  at  the  harbor  of  New- York. 
He  remained  on  this  station  about  a year;  du- 
ring which  time  he  employed  himself  diligent- 
ly in  disciplining  his  crew  to  serve  either  as 
landsmen  or  mariners ; and  brought  his  flotilla 
into  aii  admirable  state  of  preparation  for  ac- 
tive operations. 

The  gun-boat  service,  however,  is  at  best 
but  an  irksome  employ.  Nothing  can  be  more 
dispiriting  for  ardent  and  daring  minds  than 
to  be  obliged  to  skulk  about  harbors  andri  vers, 
cramped  up  in  these  diminutive  vessels,  with- 
out the  hope  of  exploit  to  atone  for  present  in- 
convenience. Perry  soon  grew  tired  of  this 
Inglorious  service,  and  applied  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  to  be  ordered  to  a more  ac- 
tive station  and  mentioned  the  lakes  as  the  one 
he  should  perfer.  His  request  was  immediate- 
ly complied  with,  and  he  received  orders  to 
repair  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  lake  Ontario,  with 
a body  of  mariners  to  reinforce  the  squadron 
under  commodore  Chauncey.  So  popular  was 
he  among  the  honest  tars  under  his  command, 
that  no  sooner  was  the  order  known  thqn  near- 
ly th®  whole  of  his  crews  volunteered  to  accom- 
pany him. 

“ In  a few  days  he  was  ready  to  depart,  and 
tearing  himself  from  the  comforts  of  home, 
and  the  endearments  of  a young  and  beautiful 
wife  and  blooming  child,  he  set  off  at  the  head 
of  a large  number  of  chosen  seamen,  on  his 
expedition  to  the  wilderness.  The  rivers  be- 
ing completely  frozen  over,  they  were  obliged 
to  perform  the  journey  by  land,  in  the  depth 
of  winter.  The  greatest  order  and  good  hu- 
mor prevailed  throughout  the  little  band  of 
adventurers,  to  whom  the  whole  expedition 
seemed  a kind  of  frolic,  and  who  were  delight- 
ed with  what  they  termed  a land  cruize. 

Net  long  after  the  arrival  of  Perry  at  Sack- 


ett’s Harbor,  commodore'  Chauncey,  who  cn 
tertained  a proper  opinion  of  his  merits,  de- 
tached him  to  lake  Erie,  to  take  command  of 
the  squadron  on  that  station,  and  to  superintend 
the  building  of  additional  vessels.  The  Ame- 
rican force  at  that  time  on  the  lake  consisted 
but  of  several  small  vessels;  two  of  the  best  of 
which  had  recently  been  captured  from  the 
enemy  in  a gallant  style  by  capt.  Elliot  , from 
under  the  very  batteries  of  Fort  Erie.  The 
Britisli  force  was  greatly  superior,  and  com- 
manded by  commodore  Barclay,  an  able  and 
and  well  tried  officer.  Commodore  Perry  i m - 
mediately  applied  himself  to  increase  his  ar- 
mament, and  having  ship  carpenters  from  the 
Atlantic  coast,  and  using  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, two  brigs  of  twenty  guns  each  were 
soon  launched  at  Erie,  the  American  port  on 
the  lake. 

While  the  vessels  were  constructing,  the 
British  squadron  hovered  off’  the  harbor, 
but  offered  no  molestation.  At  length,  his  ves- 
sels, being  equipped  and  manned,  on  the  fourth 
of  August,  commodore  Perry  succeeded  in  get- 
ting his  squadron  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor.  The  water  on  the  bar  was  but 
five  feet  deep,  and  the  large  vessels  had  to  be 
buoyed  over;  this  was  accomplished  in  the  face 
of  the  British  who  fortunately  did  not  think 
proper  to  make  an  attack.  The  next  day  lie 
sailed  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  but  returned  on 
the  8th,  without  having  encountered  him. 
Being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  the  brave 
Elliot,  accompanied  by  several  officers  and 
eighty-nine  sailors,  he  was  enabled  complete- 
ly to  man  his  squadron,  and  again  set  sail  on 
the  twelfth,  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
fifteenth  he  arrived  at  Sandusky  Bay,  where 
the  American  army  under  general  Harrison  lay 
encamped.  From  thence  he  cruised  off  Malden, 
where  the  British  squadron  remained  at  an- 
chor, under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  appear- 
ance of  Perry’s  squadron  spread  great  alarm  on 
the  shore;  the  women  and  children  pan  shriek- 
ing about  the  place, expecting  an  immediate  at- 
tack, The  Indians  we  are  told,  looked  on 
with  astonishment,  and  urged  the  British  to 
go  out  and  fight.  Finding  the  enemy  not 
disposed  to  venture  a battle,  commodore  Perry 
returned  to  Sandusky. 

Nothing  of  moment  happened  until  the 
morning  of  the  tenth  of  September.  The  A- 
•merican  squadron  were,  at  that  time,  lying  at 
anchor,  in  Put-in-bay,  and  consisted  of  brigs 
Lawrence,  commodore  Perry,  20  guns;  Nia- 
gara, captain  Elliot,  20  do.;  Caledonia,  Pur- 
ser M‘Grath  3 do.;  schooners  Ariel,  lieutenant 
Packet, 4 do.;  Scorpion,  sailing  master  Champ- 
lin, 2 do;  Somers,  sailing-mater  Almy,  2 do. 
and  two  swivels;  Tigress,  lieutenant  Conklin, 
1 do.;  Porcupine,  midshipman  G.  Senat,  1 do.; 
sloop  Trippe,  lieutenant  Smith,  1 do.;  in  all 
54  guns. 

At  sunrise  they  discovered  the  enemy,  and 
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immediately  got  underway  and  stood  for  him 
with  a light  wind  at  southwest.  The  British 
force  consisted  of  the  ship  Detroit,  It;  guns,  1 
on  pivot,  and  two  howitzers;  Queen  Charlotte, 
17,  1 on  pivot;  schooner  Lady  Prevost,  13,1 
do.;  brig  Hunter,  10;  sloop  Little-Belt  3 ; 
schooner  Chippeway  l,  and  2 swivels,  in  ail 
(33  guns. 

At  10  A M.  the  wind  hauled  to  the  southeast 
and  brought  our  squadron  to  windward.  Com- 
modore Perry  then  hoisted  his  Union  Jack, 
having  for  a'motto,  the  dying  words  of  the 
valiant  Lawrence,  “ Don’t  give  up  the  ship!” 
It  was  received  witli  repeated  cheering*  by 
the  officers  and  crews.  And  now  having 
formed  his  line  he  bore  for  the  enemy ; who 
likewise  cleared  for  action,  and  hauled  up  his 
courses.  It  is  deeply  interesting  to  picture  to 
ourselves  the  advances  of  these  gallant  and 
well-matched  squadrons  to  a contest,  where 
the  strife  must  be  obstinate  and  sanguinary, 
and  the  event  decisive  of  the  fate  of  almost  an 
empire. 

The  lightness  of  the  wind  occasioned  them  to 
approach  each  other  but  slowly,  and  prolonged 
the  awful  interval  of  suspense  and  anxiety  that 
precedes  a battle.  This  is  the  time  when  the 
stoutest  heart  beats  quick,  “ and  the  boldest 
bolds  his  breath;”  it  is  the  still  moment  of 
direful  expectation ; of  fearful  looking  out  for 
slaughter  and  destruction;  when  even  the  glow 
of  pVide  and  ambition  is  chi.led  for  a while, 
and  nature  shudders  at  the  awful  jeopardy  of 
existence.  The  very  order  and  regularity  of 
naval  discipline  heightened  the  dreadful  quiet 
of  the  moment.  No  bustle,  no  noise  prevails 
to  distract  the  mind,  except  at  intervals  the 
shrill  piping  of  the  boatswain's  whistle,  or  a 
murmuring  whisper  among  the  men,  who, 
grouped  around  their  guns,  earnestly  regard 
the  movements  of  the  foe,  now  and  then  steal- 
ing a woeful  glance  at  the  countenances  of 
their  commanders.  In  this  manner  did  the 
hostile  squadrons  approach  each  other,  in  mute 
watchfulness  and  terrible  tranquility,  when 
suddenly  a bugle  was  sounded  from  on  board 
the  enemy’s  ship  Detroit,  and  loud  hazzas  im- 
mediately burst  forth  from  all  their  crews. 

No  sooner  did  the  Lawrence  come  within 
reach  of  the  enemy’s  long  guns,  than  they 
opened  a heavy  tire  upon  her,  which,  from  the 
shortness  of  her  guns,  she  was  unable  to  re- 
turn. Commodore  Perry,  without  waiting 
for  his  schooners,  kept  on  his  course  in  such 
gallant  and  determined  style  that  the  enemy 
supposed  i£  was  his  intention  to  hoard.  In  a 
few  minutes,  having  gained  a nearer  position, 
lie  opened  his  tire.  The  length  of  the  enemy’s 
guns,  however,  gave  them  vastly  the  advan- 
tage, and  the  Lawrence  was  excessively  cut 
up  without  being  able  to  do  any  great  damage 
in  return.  Their  shot  pierced  her  sides  in  all 
directions,  killing  our  men  on  the  birth  deck 
and  in  the  steerage,  where  they  had  been  ta- 
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ken  down  to  be  dressed.  One  shot  had  nearly 
produced  a fatal  explosion;  passing  through 
the  light  room  it  knocked  the  snuff  of  the 
caudle  into  the  magazine;  fortunately  the 
gunner  happened  to  see  it,  and  had  the  pre- 
sence of  mind  to  extinguish  it  immediately 
with  his  hand. 

Indeed,  it  seemed  to  he  the  enemy’s  plan  to 
destroy  the  commodore’s  ship,  and  thus  throw 
the  squadron  into  confusion.  For  this  purpose 
their  heaviest  lire  was  directed  at  the  Law7- 
rence,  and  blazed  incessantly  upon  it  from 
their  largest  vessels.  Finding  the  hazard 
of  his  situation,  Perry  made  sail,  and  direc 
ted  the  other  vessels  to  follow7  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  with  the  foe.  The  tremendous  fire, 
however  to  which  he  was  exposed,  soon  cut 
away  every  brace  and  bowline,  and  the  Law- 
rence became  unmanageable. 

Even  in  this  disastrous  plight,  she  sustained 
the  action  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  within 
cannister  distance,  though  for  a great  part  of 
the  time  he  could  not  get  morb  than  three  of 
her  guns  to  bear  upon  her  antagonists.  It  was 
admirable  to  behold  the  perfect  order  and  re- 
gularity that  prevailed  among  her  gallant  and 
devoted  crew,  throughout  this  scene  of  horror. 
No  trepidation,  no  confusion  occurred,  even 
for  an  instant ; as  fast  as  the  men  wrere  wound- 
ed, they  were  carried  below7,  and  others  stept 
into  their  places;  the  dead  remained  where 
they  fell  until  after  the  action.  At  this  junc- 
ture the  fortune  of  the  battle  trembled  on  a 
point,  and  the  enemy  believed  the  day  their 
own.  The  Lawrence  w7as  reduced  to  a mere 
wreck ; her  decks  were  streaming  with  blood, 
and  covered  with  the  mangled  limbs  and  bodies 
of  the  slain ; nearly  the  whole  of  her  crew  were 
either  killed  or  w ounded ; her  guns  were  dis- 
mounted, and  the  commodore  and  his  officers 
helped  to  work  the  last  that  was  capable  of 
service. 

Amidst  all  this  peril  and  disaster  the  youth- 
ful commander  is  said  to  have  remained  per- 
fectly composed,  maintaining  a serene  and 
cheerful  countenance,  uttering  no  passionate 
or  agitated  expression,  giving  out  his  orders 
with  calmness  and  deliberation,  and  inspiring 
every  one  around  him  by  his  magnanimous  de- 
meanor. 

At  this  crisis,  finding  that  the  Lav.7rence 
was  incapable  of  further  service,  and  seeing 
the  hazardous  situation  of  the  conflict,  he 
formed  the  bold  resolution  of  shifting  his  flag. 
Giving  the  ship,  therefore,  in  charge  to  lieute- 
nant Yarnall,  who  had  already  distinguished 
himself  by  his  bravery,  he  hauled  dowrn  his 
union,  being  the  motto  of  Lawrence,  and  tak- 
ing it  under  his  ar/n,  ordered  to  be  put  on 
board  of  the  Niagara,  which  was  then  inclose 
engagement.  In  leaving  the  Lawrence  he  gave 
his  pilot  choice  either  to  remain  on  board  or 
accompany  him;  the  faithful  fellow  told  him 
“ he7d  stick  to  him  to  the  last,”  and  jumped 
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into  the  boat.  He  went  off  from  tlie  ship,  in  Among  those  slain  was  lieutenant  Brooks  of 
his  usual  gallant  manner,  standing  in  the  stern  the  marines,  a gay  and  elegant  young  officer, 
of  the  boat,  until  the  crew  absolutely  pulled  [lull  of  spirit,  of  amiable  manners,  and  re- 
him  down  among  them.  Broadsides  were  le-  markable  for  his  personal  beauty.  Lieutenant 
veiled  at  him,  and  small  arms  discharged  by  Yarnall,  though  repeatedly  wounded,  refused 
the  enemy,  two  of  whose  vessels  were  within!  to  quit  the  deck  during  the  whole  of  the  ae- 


musket  shot,  and  a third  one  nearer.  His 
brave  shipmates  who  remained  behind,  stood 
watching  him,  in  breathless  anxiety ; the  balls 
struck  around  him  and  flew  over  his  head  in 
every  direction;  but  the  same  special  Provi- 
dence that  seems  to  have  watched  over  the 


tion.  Commodore  Perry,  notwithstanding  that 
he  was  continually  in  the  most  exposed  situa- 
tions of  the  battle,  escaped  uninjured  ; lie 
wore  an  ordinary  seaman’s  dress,  which,  per 
haps,  prevented  him  from  being  picked  off  by 
the  enemy’s  sharp  shooters,  lie  had  a younger 


youthful  hero  throughout  this  desperate  battle, ! brother  with  him  on  board  the  Lawrence 
conducted  him  safely  through  a shower  of  shot, j midshipman,  who  was  equally  fortunate  in  re 
and  they  beheld  with  transport  his  inspiring  jeeiving  no  injury,  though  his  shipmates  fell  all 
flag  hoisted  at  the  mast  head  of  the  Niagara.  | round  him. 

No  sooner  was  he  on  board  than  captain  Elliot 
volunteered  to  put  off  in  a boat  and  bring  into 
action  the  schooners  which  had  been  kept  astern 
by  the  lightness  of  the  wind;  the  gallant  offer 
was  accepted,  and  Elliot  left  the  Niagara  to  put 
it  in  execution. 

About  this  time  the  commodore  saw,  with 
infinite  regret,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come 
down.  Tlie  event  was  unavoidable;  she  had 
sustained  the  whole  fury  of  the  enemy,  and 
was  rendered  incapable  of  defence  ; any  fur- 
ther shew  of  resistance  would  but  have  been 
uselessly  and  cruelly  to  have  provoked  car- 
nage among  the  relics  of  her  brave  and  man- 
gled crew.  The  enemy,  however,  were  not 
able  to  take  possession  of  her,  and  subsequent 
circumstances  enabled  her  again  to  hoist  her 
flag. 

Commodore  Perry  now  made  signal  for 
close  action,  and  the  small  vessels  got  out 
their  sweeps  and  made  all  sail.  Finding  that 
the  Niagara  was  but  little  injured,  he  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  break  the  enemy’s  line. 

He  accordingly  bore  up  and  passed  ahead  of 
the  two  ships  and  brig,  giving  them  a raking 
fire  from  his  starboard  guns,  and  also  to  a 
large  schooner  and  sloop  from  his  larboard 
side  at  half  pistol  shot.  Having  passed  the 
whole  squadron,  he  luffed  up  and  laid  his  ship 
alongside  the  British  commodore.  The  small- 
er vessels  under  the  command  of  captain  El- 
liot, having,  in  the  mean  time,  got  within 
grape  and  cannister  distance,  and  keeping  up 
a well  directed  fire,  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet  struck,  excepting  two  small  vessels  which 
attempted  to  escape,  but  were  taken. 

The  engagement  lasted  about  three  hours, 
and  never  was  victory  more  decisive  and 
complete.  The  captured  squadron,  as  has 
been  shewn,  exceeded  ours  in  weight  of  metal 
and  number  of  guns.  The  crews  were  also 
more  numerous ; ours  were  a motley  collec- 
tion, where  there  were  some  good  seamen,  but 
eked  out  with  soldiers,  volunteers  and  boys, 
and  many  were  on  the  sick  list.  More  pri- 
soners were  taken  than  we  had  men  to  guard. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  was  severe.  Scarcely 
any  of  the  Lawrence’s  crew  remained  unhurt. 


Two  indian  chiefs  had  been  sta- 
tioned iii  the  tops  of  the  Detroit  to  shoot  down 
our  officers,  but  when  the  action  became 
warm,  so  panic  struck  were  they  with  the  ter- 
rors of  the  scene,  and  the  strange  perils  that 
surrounded  them,  that  they  fled  precipitately 
to  the  hold  of  the  ship,  where  they  were  found 
after  the  battle  in  a state  of  consternation. 
The  bodies  of  several  indians  are  said  to  have 
been  found  the  next  day  on  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  supposed  to  have  been  slain  during  the 
engagement  and  thrown  overboard. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  killed 
on  board  the  enemy.  It  must,  however,  have 
been  very  great,  as  their  vessels  were  literally 
cut  to  pieces ; and  the  masts  of  their  two 
principal  ships  so  shattered  that  the  first  gale 
blew  them  overboard.  Commodore  Barclay, 
tlie  British  commander,  certainly  did  himself 
honor  by  the  brave  and  obstinate  resistance 
which  he  made.  He  is  a fine  looking  officer 
of  about  thirty-six  years  of  age.  He  has  seen 
much  service,  having  been  desperately  wound- 
ed in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  afterwards 
losing  an  arm  in  another  engagement  with  the 
French.  In  the  present  battle  he  was  twice 
carried  below,  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
While  below  the  second  time,  his  officer  came 
down  and  told  him  that  they  must  strike,  as 
their  ships  were  cut  to  pieces  and  the  men 
could  not  keep  to  their  guns.  . Commodore 
Barclay  was  then  carried  on  deck,  and  after 
talcing  a view  of  their  situation,  and  finding 
all  chance  of  success  was  over,  reluctantly 
gave  orders  to  strike. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  lay  before  our 
readers  as  clear  an  account  of  this  important 
battle  as  could  be  gathered  from  the  scanty 
documents  which  have  reached  us ; though 
sketched  out,  we  are  sensible,  with  a hand 
but  little  skilled  in  naval  affairs.  Tlie  leading 
feeds,  however,  are  all  that  a landsman  can  be 
expected  to  furnish,  and  we  trust  that  this 
glorious  affair  will  hereafter  he  recorded  with 
more  elaborate  care  and  technical  precision. 
There  is,  however,  a distinctness  of  character 
about  a naval  victory,  that  meets  the  capacity 
of  every  mind.  There  is  such  a simple  unity 
in  it ; it  is  so  well  defined ; so  complete  with- 
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in  itself ; so  rounded  by  space ; so  free  from  j within  their  reach;  but  it  requires  the  nerve  of 
these  intricacies  and  numerous  parts  that  per- fa  hero  to  grasp  the  perilous  opportunity.  We 
plexus  in  action  on  land,  that  the  meanest  in- j behold  Perry  following  up  his  daring  move- 
tellect  can  fully  grasp  and  comprehend  it.  And  ment  with  sustained  energy — dashing  into 

then,  too,  the  results  are  so  apparent  ; a vie-  the  squadron  of  the  enemy— breaking  their 
torv  on  land  is  liable  to  a thousand  misrepre-  j line — raking  their  starboard  and  larboard — 
sentasions  ; retreat  is  often  called  falling  back, 'and  in  this  brilliant  style  achieving  a consum- 


and  abandoning  the  field  taking  a new  posi 
tion  ; so  that  the  conqueror  is  otten  defraud- 
ed of  half  the  credit  of  his  victory ; but  the 


[through  the  battle,  but  it  argues  some  strong 
qualities  of  head  to  drain  unmoved  the  intox- 
icating cup  of  victory.  The  first  care  of  Perry 
was  to  attend  to  the  comfort  of  the  suffering 
crews  of  both  squadrons.  The  sick  and 
wounded  were  landed  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  ever}’  means  taken  to  alleviate  the  mise- 
ries of  their  situation.  The  officers  who  had 
fallen  cn  both  sides,  were  buried  on  Sunday 
morning,  on  an  island  in  the  lake,  with  the 
honors  of  war.  To  the  surviving  officers  he 


mate  victory. 

But  if  we  admire  his  presence  of  mind  and 
dauntless  valor  in  the  hour  of  danger,  we  are 
capture  or  destruction  of  a . hip  is  not  to  be  no  less  delighted  with  his  modesty  and  self- 
mistaken,  and  a squadron  towed  triumphantly  | command  amidst  the  flush  of  triumph'.  A 
into  port,’  is  a notorious  fact  that  admits  of  no  courageous  heart  may  carry  a man  stoutly 
contradiction. 

In  this  battle,  we  trust,  incontrovertible 
proof  is  given,  if  such  proof  were  really  want- 
ed, that  the  success  of  our  navy  does  not 
arise  from  chance,  or  superiority  of  force; 
but  from  the  cool,  deliberate  courage,  the  in- 
telligent minds  and  naval  skill  of  our  officers, 
the  spirit  of  our  seamen,  and  the  excellent 
discipline'  of  our  ships;  from  principles,  in 
short,  which  must  ensure  a frequency  of  pros- 
perous results,  and  give  permanency  to  the  re- 
putation we  have  acquired.  We  have  been  ra-i  advanced  a loan  of  one  thousand  dollars,  out  of 
' iy  to  trophy,  and  successively  his  own  limited  purse — but,  in  short,  his  be- 
haviour in  this  respect  is  best  expressed  in  the 
w7ords  of  Commodore  Barclay,  who,  with 
generous  wTarmth  and  frankness,  has  declared 
that  “the  conduct  of  Perry  towards  the  cap- 
tive officers  and  men  w as  sufficient,  of  itself, 
to  immortalize  him  !” 

The  letters  w7hich  he  wTrote  announcing  the 
intelligence  were  remarkably  simple  and  laco- 
nic. To  the  secretary  of  the  navy  he  observes, 
“ It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  a signal  victory 
over  their  enemies  on  this  lake.  The  British 
squadron  consisting  of  twro  ships,  two  brigs, 
one  schooner,  and  one  sloop,  have  this  moment 
surrendered  to  the  force  under  my  command, 
after  a sharp  conflict.”  This  has  been  called 
an  imitation  of  Nelson's  letter  after  the  battle 
of  the  Nile;  but  it  w7as  choosing  a noble  pre- 
cedent, and  the  important  national  results  of 
the  victory  justified  the  language.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  vast  accession  of  glory  to  our  flag, 
this  conquest  ensured  the  capture  of  Detroit — 
the  rout  of  the  British  armies — the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  whole  peninsulaof  Upper  Canada, 
and  if  properly  followed  up,  the  triumphant 
success  of  our  northern  wTar.  Well  might  he 
say  “it  has  pleased  the  Almighty,”  wThen,  by 
this  achievment,  he  beheld  immediate  tran- 
quility restored  to  an  immense  extent  of  coun- 
try.— Mothers  no  longer  shrunk  aghast,  and 
clasped  their  infants  to  their  breasts,  wdien 
they  heard  the  shaking  of  the  forests  or  the 
howlings  of  the  blast— the  aged  sire  no  longer 
dreaded  the  shades  of  night,  lest  ruin  should 
burst  upon  him  in  the  hour  of  repose,  and  his 
cottage  be  laid  desolate  bv  the  fire-brand  and 


pidly  adding  trophy  to  trophy 
driving  the  enemy  from  every  excuse  in  which 
he  sought  to  shelter  himself  from  the  humili- 
ation of  defeat;  and  after  having  perfectly 
established  our  capability  of  lighting  and  con- 
quering in  single  ships,  xve  have  now  gone  fur- 
ther, and  shown  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
face  the  foe  in  squadron,  and  vanquish  him 
even  though  superior  in  force. 

In  casting  our  eyes  over  the  details  of  this 
engagement;  w7e  are  struck  with  the  promi- 
nent part  which  the  commander  takes  in  the 
contest.  We  realize  in  his  dauntless  exposure 
and  individual  prowess,  what  we  have  read  in 
heroic  story,  of  the  warrior,  streaming  like  a 
meteor  through  the  fight,  and  working  win- 
ders with  his  single  arm.  The  fate  of  the  com- 
bat seemed  to  wrest  upon  his  sw7ord;  he  was 
the  master  spirit  that  directed  the  storm  of 
battle,  moving  amid  flames,  and  smoke,  and 
death,  and  mingling  wdierever  the  struggle 
was  most  desperate  and  deadly.  After  sustain- 
ing in  the  Lawrence  the  whole  blaze  of  the 
enemy’s  eannonry;  after  fighting  until  all 
around  him  was  wreck  and  carnage;  wre  behold 
him,  looking  forth  from  his  shattered  deck,  wfith 
unruffled  countenance,  on  the  direful  perils 
that  environed  him,  calculating  with  wrary 
. eye  the  chances  of  the  battle,  and  suddenly 
launching  forth  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep  to 
shift  his  flag  on  board  another  ship,  then  in 
the  hottest  <>f  the  action.  This  was  one  of  th  ose 
master  strokes  by  which  great  events  are 
achieved,  and  great  characters  stamped,  as  it 
were,  at  a single  blow7 — which  bespeak  the 
rare  combination  of  the  genius  to  canceive, 
the  promptness  to  decide,  and  the  boldness  to 
execute.  Most  commanders  have  such  glori 


the  scalping  knife — Michigan  was  rescued 


ous  chances  for  renown,  sometime  or  another,  ‘from  the  dominion  of  the  sword,  and  quiet  and 
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security  once  more  settled  on  the  harrassed  I forest.  The  bosoms  of  peaceful  lakes,  whie 


frontiers,  from  Huron  to  Niagara. 


but  a short  time  since,  were  scarcely  navi 


But  we  are  particularly  pleased  with  his  gated  by  man,  except  to  be  skimmed  by  the 
subsequent  letter  giving  the  particulars  pf  the  light  canoe  of  the  savage,  have  all  at  once  bem 
battle.  It  is  so  chaste,  so  moderate  and  pevspi-,  ploughed  by  hostile  ships.  The  vast  silence 


cuous;  equally  free  from  vaunting  exultation 
and  affected  modesty;  neither  obtruding  him- 
self upon  notice,  nor  pretending  to  keep  out 
of  sight.  His  own  individual  services  maybe 
gathered  from  the  letter,  though  not  expressly 
mentioned;  indeed,  where  the  fortune  of  the 
day  depended  so  materially  upon  himself,  it 
was  impossible  to  give  a faithful  narrative  with- 
out rendering  himself  conspicuous. 

We  are  led  to  notice  these  letters  thus  par- 
ticularly, because  that  we  find  the  art  of  letter 
writing  is  an  accomplishment  as  rare  as  it  is 
important  among  our  military  gentlemen.  We 
are  tired  of  the  valor  of  the  pen,  and  the  vic- 
tories of  the  inkhorn.  There  is  a common 
French  proverb,  “ Grand  parleur,  mauvais 
combatant,”  which  we  should  wish  to  see  intro- 
duced into  our  country,  and  engraven  on  the 
swords  of  our  officers.  W e wish  to  see  them 
coniine  themselves  in  their  letters  to  simple 
facts,  neither  swaggering  before  battle,  nor 
vaunting  afterwards.  It  is  unwise  to  boast  be- 
fore, for  the  event  may  prove  disastrous — and 
it  is  superfluous  to  boast  afterwards,  for  the 
event  speaks  for  itself,  lie  who  promises 
nothing,  may  with  safety  perform  nothing, 
and  will  receive  praise  if  he  perform  but  little; 
but  he  who  promises  much  will  receive  small 
credit  unless  he  perform  miracles.  If  a com- 
mander have  done  well,  he  may  be  sure  the 


that  had  reigned  for  ages  on  those  mighty 
waters,  was  broken  by  the  thunder  of  artillery, 
and  the  affrighted  savage  stared  with  amaze 
ment  from  his  covert,  at  the  sodden  appai  i- 
tion  of  a sea-figlit  amid  the  solitudes  of  the 
wilderness. 

The  peal  of  war  has  once  sounded  on  that 
lake,  but  probably  will  never  sound  again  — 
The  last  roar  of  caimonry  along  her  shores, 
was  the  expiring  note  of  British  domination . 
— Those  vast  internal  seas  will,  perhaps,  never 
again  be  the  separating  space  between  con- 
tending nations,  but  wTill  be  embosomed  with- 
in a mighty  empire  : and  this  victory,  whichr 
decided  their  fate,  will  stand  unrivalled  and 
alone,  deriving  lustre  and  perpetuity  from  its 
singleness. 

In  future  times,  when  the  shores  of  Erie 
shall  hum  with  busy  population ; when  tow  ns 
and  cities  shall  brighten  where  now7  extend 
the  dark  and  tangled  forests;  when  ports  shall 
spread  their  arms,  and  lofty  barks  shall  ride 
where  now  the  canoe  is  fastened  to  the  stake; 
when  the  present  age  shall  have  grown  into 
venerable  antiquity,  and  the  mists  of  fable  be- 
gin to  gather  round  its  history ; then  wTill  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada  lookback  to  this  battle 
we  record,  as  one  of  the  romantic  achievment  s 
of  the  days  of  yore.  It  will  stand  first  on  the 
page  of  their  local  legends,  and  in  the  marvel- 


public  will  find  it  out,  and  their  gratitude -will  [Ions  tales  of  the  borders.  The  fisherman, 
be  in  propor  tion  to  his  modesty.  Admiration  i as  he  loiters  along  the  beach  will  point  to  some 


is  a coin  which,  if  left  to  ourselves,  we  lavish 
profusely,  but  w e always  close  the  hand  when 
dunned  for  it. 

Commodore  Perry,  like  most  of  our  naval 
officers,  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  youth.  He  is  of 
a manly  and  prepossing- appearance;  mild  and 
unassuming  in  his  address,  amiable  in  his  dis- 
position, and  of  great  firmness  and  decision. 
Though  early  launched  among  the  familiar 
scenes  of  naval  life,  (and  no  wThere  is  familiar- 
ity more  apttobe  licentious  and  encroaching,) 
yet  the  native  gentility  and  sober  dignity  of 
his  deportment  always  chastened,  without  re- 
straining, the  freedom  of  intimacy.  It  is  plea- 
sing thus  to  find  public  services  accompanied 
by  private  virtues;  to  discover  no  drawbacks 
on  our  esteem ; no  base  alloy  in  the  man  w*e 
are  disposed  to  admire;  but  a character  full  of 
moral  excellence,  of  high-minded  courtesy,  and 
pure  unsullied  honor. 

Were  any  thing  wanting  to  perpetuate  the 
fame  of  this  victory,  it  would  be  sufficiently 
memorable  from  the  scene  wThereit  was  fought. 
This  war  has  been  distinguished  by  new  and 
peculiar  characteristics.  Naval  warfare  has 
been  carried  into  the  interior  of  a continent, 
ao4  navies  as  if  by  magic-  launched  from  the1 


half  buried  cannon,  corroded  with  the  rust  of 
time,  and  will  speak  of  ocean  warriors  that 
came  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic — while 
the  boatman,  as  he  trims  his  sail  to  the  breeze, 
will  chant  in  rude  ditties  the  name  of  Perry — 
the  early  hero  of  lake  Erie. 


Captain  James  Lawrence. 

FROM  THE  PORT  FOLIO. 

The  recent  annals  of  our  navy  have  presented 
so  unbroken  a succession  of  brilliant  victories, 
achieved  with  comparatively  trifling  loss,  as 
to  excite  throughout  the  country  a pure  and 
almost  unmingled  sentiment  of  triumph  and 
congratulation.  But  there  is  in  human  affairs 
no  security  against  accident  or  misfortune, 
and  we  have  been  therefore,  at  last,  summon- 
ed to  the  melancholy  office  ofmourningtheloss 
of  one  of  those  distinguished  seamen,  whose 
gallantry  was  but  yesterday  the  boast  of  us  all. 
The  glory  which  he  created  for  himself  and 
for  his  country  will,  however,  long  survive  the 
disaster  which  closed  his  existence;  and  we 
deem  it  a national  duty,  as  wrell  as  a grateful 
return,  for  the  proud  satisfaction  with  which 
our  hearts  once  swelled  at  his  successes.,  to* 
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contribute  our  efforts  to  extend  and  perpetuate 
ins  fame. 

Captain  James  Lawrence  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1781,  at  Burlington,  in  New-; 
Jersey,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  Law- 
rence, esq.  counsellor  at  law  of  that  place.  Soon 
after  his  birth  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  mother,  and  the  care  of  his  early  years  de 
volved  on  his  two  sisters,  who  seem  to  have 
cultivated  the  moral  qualities  of  his  heart  with 
singular  success.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  he 
evinced  a strong  partiality  for  the  sea;  but  his 
father  disapproving  of  that  plan  of  life,  and 
wishing  him  to  pursue  the  profession  of  law, 
young  Lawrence  acquiesced,  and  passed  with 
reputation  through  the  grammar  school  at 
Burlington,  when  finding  that  the  pecuniary 
situation  of  his  father  would  not  furnish  him 
t he  means  of  completing  his  education  at  any 
college  or  university,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  with  his  brother,  the  late  John  Law 
rence,  esq.  at  Woodbury.  He  was  now  only 
thirteen  years  of  age,  a period  of  life  when  the 
grave  pursuits  of  jurisprudence  can  scarcely 
be  presumed  to  have  many  attractions  for  a 
young  and  ardent  fancy,  already  inflamed  with 
the  love  of  wandering.  He  continued  how- 
fever,  a reluctant  student  for  about  two  years, 
when  the  death  of  his  father  leaving  him  more 
at  liberty  to  pursue  his  favorite  inclination,  he 
prevailed  on  his  brother  to  place  him  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Griscomb,  at  Burlington,  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  navigation.  He  here 
remained  for  three  months,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time,  on  application  to  the  navy  de- 
partment he  received  a warrant  as  midship- 
man, on  the  4th  of  September,  1798. 

His  first  voyage  was  in  the  ship  Ganges, 
captain  Tingey,  on  a cruise  to  the  West  In- 
dies. He  afterwards  sailed  in  different  vessels 
for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  was  then  made 
an  acting  lieutenant  on  board  the  frigate 
Adams,  captain  Robertson,  where  he  conti- 
nued till  the  reduction  of  the  navy';  in  conse- 
quence of  which  his  appointment  was  not  con- 
firmed, and  he  remained  in  the  rank  of  mid- 
shipman. 

On  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Tri- 
poli, in  1801,  he  was  promoted  to  a lieute- 
nancy, and  sailed  to  the  Mediterranean  as  first 
lieutenant  of  the  schooner  Lnterprize,  in  lb03 

While  in  this  situation,  he  bore  a conspicu- 
ous part  in  an  adventure  of  singular  boldness, 
the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 
Lieutenant  (now  commodore)  Decatur,  who 
then  comnianded  the  Enterprize,  selected, 
chiefly  from  his  own  crew,  seventy  volunteers, 
and  taking  Lawrence  as  his  second  in  com- 
mand, embarked  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid, 
and  sailed  from  Syracuse  on  the  3d  February, 
1804,  accompanied  by  the  United  States’  brig 
Syren,  lieutenant  Stewart,  who  was  to  aid 
.with  his  boats  and  to  receive  the  crew  of  the 
Sur.  Vol’:  V.  B 


ketch,  in  case  it  should  be  found  expedient  to 
use  her  as  a fireship. 

After  fifteen  days  of  very  tempestuous  wea- 
ther, they  arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  a 
little  before  sunset.  It  had  been  arranged  be- 
tween lieutenants  Decatur  and  Stewart,  that 
the  ketch  should  enter  the  harbor  about  ten 
o’clock  that  night  attended  by  the  boats  of  the 
Syren.  On  arriving  off  the  harbor,  the  Sy- 
ren in  consequence  of  a change  of  wind,  had 
been  thrown  six  or  eight  miles  without  the  In- 
trepid. The  wind  at  this  time  was  fair,  but 
fast  declining,  and  lieutenant.  Decatur  appre- 
hended that,  should  he  wait  for  the  Syren’s 
boats  to  come  up,  it  might  be  too  late  to  make 
the  attack  that  night.  Such  dela  v might  be  fatal 
to  the  enterprise,  as  they  could  not  remain 
longer  on  the  coast,  their  provisions  being 
nearly  exhausted.  For  these  reasons  he  de- 
termined to  adventure  into  the  harbor  alone, 
which  he  did  about  eight  o’clock. 

An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme  ha- 
zard of  this  enterprise  from  the  situation  of 
the  frigate.  Shefwas  moored  within  half  gun- 
shot of  the  bashaw's  castle,  and  of  the  princi- 
pal batter}r.  Two  of  the  enemy’s  cruisers  lay 
within  two  cables’  length,  on  the  starboard 
quarter,  and  their  gun-boa  Is  within  half  gun- 
shot, on  the  starboard  how.  All  the  guns  of 
the  frigate  were  mounted  and  loaded.  Such 
were  the  immediate  perils  that  our  hero  ven- 
tured to  encounter  with  a single  ketch,  beside 
the  other  dangers  that  abound  in  a strongly 
fortified  harbor. 

Although  it  was  only  three  miles  from  the 
entrance  to  the  place  where  the  frigate  lay, 
yet,  in  consequence  of  thelightness  of  the  wind, 
they  did  not  get,  within  hail  of  her  until  eleven 
o’clock.  When  they  had  approached  within 
two  hundred  yards,  they  were  hailed  and  or 
dered  to  anchor,  or  they  would  be  fired  into. 
Lieutenant  Decatur  ordered  a Maltese  pilot, 
who  was  on  board  the  ketch,  to  answer  that 
they  had  lost  their  anchors  in  a gale  of  wind 
on  the  coast  and  therefore  could  not  comply 
with  their  request.  By  this  time  it  had  be- 
come perfectly  calm,  and  they  were  about  fifty 
yards  from  the  frigate.  Lieutenant  Decatur 
ordered  a small  boat  that  was  alongside  of  the 
ketch,  to  take  a rope  and  make  it  fast  to  the 
frigate’s  fore  chains:  this  being  done  they  be- 
gan to  warp  the  ketch  alongside.  It  was  not 
until  this  moment  that  the  enemy  suspected 
the  character  of  their  visitor,  and  great  con- 
fusion immediately  ensued.  This  enabled  our 
adventurers  to  get  alongside  of  the  frigate, 
when  Decatur  immediately  sprang  aboard, 
followedbyMr.  Charles  Morris,* midshipman. 
These  two  were  nearly  a minute  on  tbe  deck, 
before  their  companions  couid  succeed  in 
mounting  the  side.  Fortunately,  the  Turks 
had  not  sufficiently  recovered  from  their  sur- 
prise to  take  advantage  of  this  delay:  they  were 
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crowded  together  on  the  quarter-deck,  perfect- 
ly astonished  and  aghast,  without  making  any 
attempt  to  oppose  the  assailing  party.  As  soon 
as  a sufficient  number  of  our  men  had  gained 
the  deck  to  form  a front  equal  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  they  rushed  in  upon  them.  The  Turks 
stood  the  assault  but  a short  time,  and  were 
completely  overpowered.  About  twenty  were 
killed  on  the  spot,  many  jumped  overboard, 
and  the  rest  fled  to  the  main-deck,  whither 
the}T  were  pursued  and  driven  to  the  hold. 

After  entire  possession  had  been  gained  of 
the  ship,  and  every  thing  prepared  to  set  fire 
to  her.  a number  of  launches  were  seen  rowing 
about  the  harbor.  This  determined  lieute- 
nant Decatur  to  remain  in  the  frigate,  from 
whence  a better  defence  could  be  made  than 
from  on  board  the  ketch.  The  enemy  had  al- 
ready commenced  firing  on  them  from  their 
batteries  and  castle,  and  from  two  corsairs 
that  were  lying  near.  Perceiving  that  the 
launches  did  not  attempt  to  approach,  lie  or- 
dered that  the  ship  should  hw  set  on  fire,  which 
was  done  at  the  same  time,  in  different  parts. 
As  soon  as  this  was  completely  effected  they 
left  her;  and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  flames, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  they  pre- 
served the  ketch.  At  this  critical,  moment  a 
most  propitious  breeze  sprang  up,  blowing  di- 
Tectly  out  of  the  harbor,  which,  in  a few  mi- 
nutes, carried  them  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  and  they  made  good  their  re- 
treat without  the  loss  of  a single  man,  and  with 
but  one  wounded. 

For  this  gallant  achievraent,  lieutenant  De- 
catur received  a captaincy;  and  congress  vo.ed 
to  Lawrence  and  the  other  officers  and  crew, 
two  months  extra  pay,  which  he  declined  re- 
ceiving. 

D uring  the  same  year,  when  commodore 
Preble  bombarded  the  town  of  Tripoli,  the 
-Enterprise,  with  the  other  ships  of  the  squa- 
dron, were  employed  to  cover  the  boats  during 
the  attack.  On  this  occasion  lieutenant  Law- 
rence had  the  temporary  command  of  the  En- 
terprise, and  performed  his  service  in  so  gal- 
lant and  seaman  like  a manner,  as  to  receive 
the  thanks  of  commodore  Preble. 

From  the  Enterprize  he  was  transferred 
to  the  frigate  John  Adams  as  first  lieutenant; 
and  after  remaining  in  the  Mediterranean 
about  three  years,  he  returned  with  commo- 
dore Preble  to  the  United  States. 

Soon  after  he  was  again  sent  to  the  Medi- 
terranean as  commander  of  gun-boat  No  6. 
These  vessels  were  originally  destined  to  serve 
merely  along  the  American  coast,  and  how- 
ever qualified  for  harbor  or  river  defence,  were 
deemed  exceedingly  insecure  in  crossing  the 
Atlantic.  Being  very  small,  with  a dispro- 
portionably  large  gun  and  necessarily  laden 
very  deeply,  they  labored  under  every  dis 
advantage  in  encountering  heavy  gates.  So. 
decided  were  the  opinions  of  the  naval  officers 


against  them,  that  no  one  would,  perhaps’ 
Have  been  willing  to  risk  his  life  in  them  on 
such  a voyage,  for  any  motive  of  private  ad- 
vantage, or  from  any  consideration,  except  the 
performance  of  his  duty  “ J ,&w  rente  has  told 
me,”  writes  one  of  his  brother  officers,  '‘that 
when  he  went  on  board  the  gun  boat,  lie  had 
not  the  faintest  idea  that  he  would  ever  arrive 
out  to  the  Mediterranean  in  her,  or  indeed  ar- 
rive any  where  else.  He  has  also  told  me, 
that  on  the  coast  of  Europe  he  met  an  Eng- 
lish frigate,  the  captain  of  which  would  not  at 
first  believe  that  he  had  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  such  a vessel.”  . He  did  not,  however,  go 
with  less  alacrity,  and  he  unexpectedly  arrived 
safely  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  remain- 
ed about  sixteen  months. 

On  his  return  from  the  Mediterranean,  after 
the  peace  with  Tripoli,  he  was  appointed  first 
lieutenant  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  and 
afterwards  commanded  the  schooner  \ ixen, 
the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  the  brig  Argus,  and 
the  ship  Hornet,  with  the  rank  of  master  and 
commander,  and  was  twice  sent  to  Europe 
with  despatches  to  our  ministers.  In  the  year 
1808,  he  married  a daughter  of  Mr.  Montau- 
devert,  a respectable  merchant  of  New  Y ork. 

The  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  June,  1812,  gave  a new  impulse,  or  ra- 
ther a new  existence  to  the  navy.  Lawrence 
was  at  that  time  in  New  York,  in  command 
of  the  Hornet,  and  in  a few  days  sailed  with 
a squadron,  consisting  of  the  United  States, 
Congress,  and'Argus,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Rogers,  in  the  President.  Their 
object  was  to  intercept  the  Jamaica  fleet. 
After  being  detained  for  a day  by  the  pursuit 
of  the  British  frigate  Belvidere,  which  ended 
in  the  escape  of  the  latter,  owing  to  her  having 
the  advantage  of  the  wind,  the  squadron  fol- 
lowed the  fleet  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  as  well 
as  the  imperfect  information  of  the  vessels  they 
met  would  permit,  till  the  13th  of  July,  when 
they  reached  within  eighteen  or  twenty  hours 
sail  of  the  English  channel.  Disappointed  in 
this  chase,  they  now  ran  down  near  the  Azores, 
thence  back  by  the'banks  of  Newfoundland  to 
Boston,  where  they  arrived  on  the  3 1st  of  Au- 
gust. Although  this  cruise  was  marked  bv 
no  bold  or  prominent  success,  and  although  the 
squadron  made  only  seven  captures  and  a sin- 
gle recapture,  yet  the  failure  is  attributable 
to  fortune  only,  c At  a moment  when  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  with  its  boasted  ubiquity  covered 
the  ocean,  this  little  band  of  adventurers 
sought  their  enemies  in  every  quarter’  dared 
them  on  their  own  coast,  and  after  carrying 
alarm  through  the  mercantile  classes  of  Eng- 
land, returned  unmolested,  and  not  victorious, 
only  because  the  single  enemy  they  encouir 
tered  sought  safety  in  flight. 

The  day  before  the  squadron  entered  Boston, 
captain  Hull  arrived  after  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere;  apd  soon  afterwards,  the  govern- 
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ment  yielding  too  far  to  the  universaland  na-. 
tural  enthusiasm  excited  by  this  gallant  action, 
promoted  lieutenant  Morris,  the  first  officer 
of  the  Constitution,  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
As  this  appointment,  however,  advanced  him 
two  grades  at  once,  contrary  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  promotion,  and  thus  placed  him  above 
all  the  masters  and  commanders  in  the  navy, 
it  occasioned  much  dissatisfaction  among  them 
Captain  Lawrence  felt  himself  peculiarly  in- 
jured by  it;  inasmuch  as  he  found  himself  thus 
suddenly  outranked  by  one  so  much  his  junior, 
lie  therefore  addressed  a letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  in  which,  after  rendering  the 
most  ample  justice  to  the  merits  of  lieutenant  j 
Morris,  he  remonstrated  in  mild  and  firm,  but  j 
respectful  language,  against  so  unprecedented ! 
a promotion,  by  which  he  would  be  forced  to 
leave  the  navy.  In  reply  to  this  fair  and  man- 
ly letter  he  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  a short  and  contemptuous  answer,  mere- 
ly acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  with 
an  intimation  that  if  he  chose  to  leave  the  ser- 
vice without  a cause,  there  would  still  remain 
heroes  and  patriots  to  support  the  honour  of 
the  flag.  T.'iis  sarcastic  note  Lawrence  re- 
ceived as  he  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  from 
Boston  To  have  left  the  service  instantly 
would  have  been  the  natural  impulse  of  his 
Wounded  feelings,  but  at  such  a moment,  with 
a fine  shr  and  a gallant  crew,  with  sails  un- 
bent to  meet  the  enemy,  he  could  not  part  with 
the  high  hopes  of  acquiring  reputation.  He 
therefore  eoressed  his  indignation,  and  in  re- 
ply to  the  secretary,  after  stating  his  surprise 
and  regret,  that  anything  which  he  had  writ- 
ten should  have  been  deemed  indecorous,  he 
apprised  him  that  he  had  prepared  a memo- 
rial on  the  subject  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  should  be  governed  by  their  deci- 
sion. This  example  may  be  serviceable  to 
many  officers,  who  in  a moment  of  disappoint- 
ment, at  improper  or  unkind  treatment,  are. 
tempted  to  resign.  It  is  better  like  Lawrence 
to  stifle  for  a time  the  natural  but  hasty  re- 
sentment of  wounded  pride,  till  an  opportunity 
offers  of  proving,  not  by  our  complaints,  but 
our  actions,  that  we  have  been  unjustly  ne- 
glected. Lawrence  sailed  undfcr  the  ga lling  im- 
pression of  having  been  keenly  wounded  bv 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  seeing  a junior 
placed  over  him.  On  his  return,  he  found 
that  secretary  no  longer  in  office,  and  himself 
promoted  in  consequence  of  his  application  to 
the  senate,  to  the  rank  of  captain  so  as  to  out 
rank  the  officer  whose  well  deserved,  though 
irregular  appointment  had  given  him  so  much 
uneasiness. 

He  now  sailed  from  Boston  in  the  Hornet, 
in  company  with  commodore  Bainbridge  of 
the  frigate  Constitution,  on  a cruise  to  the 
East  Indies  : but  in  running  down  the  coast  of 
the  Brazils,  in  the  month  of  December,  they 


found  the  Bonne  Citovenne,  a British  ship  of 
war,  loaded  with  specie,  lying  in  the  port  of 
St.  Salvador.  The  Bonne  Citovenne,  was  a 
larger  vessel,  and  had  a greater  force  both  in 
guns  and  men  than  the  Hornet ; but  so  eager 
was  Lawrence  to  engage  her,  that  he  sent 
through  the  American  consul  at  St.  Salvador, 
achallenge  to  her  commander, captain  Greene. 

“ 1 request  you  to  state  to  him,”  said  he,  “that 
I will  meet  him  whenever  he  may  be  pleased 
to  come  out,  and  pledge  my  honor,  that  nei- 
ther the  Constitution,  nor  any  other  American 
vessel  shall  interfere.”  Commodore  P in- 
bridge  at  the  same  time  declared,  “ if  captain 
Greene  wished  to  try  equal  force.  I pledge  my 
honor  to  give  him  an  opportunity  by  being  cut 
of  the  way  or  not  interfering”  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  motive  of  captain  Greene, 
he  adroitly  evaded  this  offer  by  answering, 
that  although  nothing  would  give  him  more 
satisfaction  than  to  meet  captain  Lawrence 
under  different  circumstances,  and  although 
he  was  convinced  tha.t  the  result  of  such  an 
encounter  could  not  long  remain  undecided  in 
his  own  favour,  yet  he  was  equally  convinced 
that  commodore  Bainbridge  knew  too  well  the 
paramount  duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  to 
remain  an  inactive  spectator,  while  a ship  of 
his  own  squadron  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  he  could  nof  expose  the  Bonne 
Citoyenne  to  a risk  so  manifestly  disadvan- 
tageous To  give  captain  Creene  perfect  se- 
curity against  his  interference,  commodore 
Bainbridge  left  St.  Salvador  for  four  days,  du- 
ring which  captain  Ureen  might  perceive  that 
the  Constitution  was  not  within  forty  miles 
distance,  and  captain  Lawrence  lay  before  the 
port  in  defiance.  Still  the  Bonne  Citoyenne 
did  not  move  from  her  anchorage.  Commo- 
dore Bainbridge  then  went' into  St  Salvador, 
and  remained  three  days,  supposing  that  the 
English  officer  would  apply  to  the  governor, 
as  lie  might  have  done,  and  detain  the  Consti- 
tution for  twenty-four  hours,  and  thus  ensure 
a fair  engagement  w ith  captain  Lawrence;  but 
he  continued  inflexible.  Despairing  at  last  of 
tempting  him  out,  commodore  Bainbridge 
sailed  from  St  Salvador,  and  captain  Law- 
rence remained  blockading  the  Bonne  Citoy- 
enne, and  an  armed  schooner  of  twelve  guns, 
till  the  24  Ih  of  January,  18 1 3,  when  the  arri- 
val of  the  Montague,  a seventy-four  gun  ship, 
which  had  sailed  from  Rio  Janeiro  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  relieving  the  blockaded  ships, 
compelled  him  to  retreat. 

The  whole  conduct  of  captain  Lawrence  on 
this  occasion,  reflects  as  much  honor  on  the 
American  arms  as  the  most  brilliant  victory 
could  have  done.  The  propriety  of  private 
challenges,  during  wTar,  may,  generally  speak- 
ing be  questionable.  They  may  convert  na- 
tional into  personal  quarrels,  and  blood  may 
be  sometimes  uselessly  sacrificed  to  fastidious 
or  frivolous  points  of  honor.  But  in  no  case 
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could  they  have  ever  been  more  completely  up  so  close  and  bloody  a fire,  that  in  less  than 
justified  than  in  the  present.  lifteen  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  so  totally  action,  the  British  struck  their  colours,  and 
unequal  was  the  contest,  so  overwhelming  thejfroisted  a signal  of  distress.  Lieutenant  Shu- 
force  of  the  enemy,  that  our  na.vy  could  hopejbrick  instantly  went  on  board  and  found  that 
to  gain  nothing  but  glory  in  the  struggle.  It  be-'she  was  cut  to  pieces,  her  captain  killed,  many 
came,  therefore,  a point  of  honor  among  our  of-of  the  crew  killed  and  wounded, her  mainmast 
fleers,  the  point  on  which  the  whole  controvers}rgone  by  the  board,  six  feet  water  in  the  hold 
rested,  to  prove  that  although  they  might  be  and  sinking  very  fast.  The  two  ships  were 
crushed,  they  would  at  least  fall  with  honor  .-immediately  brought  to  anchor,  and  the  Hor- 
that  to  build  a numerous  fleet  was  the  work  net’s  boats  despatched  to  bring  off  the  wound- 
of  government;  but  to  make  a gallant  and  dis-ed,  but  although  her  guns  were  thrown  over- 


ciplined  ship,  depended  on  the  officers;  and  that 
although  the  American  ships  should  be  over- 
powered by  numbers,  they  were  superior  to 
any  single  adversary  of  equal  strength.  A nd 
what  could  more  decisively  and  gloriously  es- 
tablish this  superioty  than  the  conduct  of  cap- 
tain Lawrence?  In  a single  American  sloop 
of  war  he  blockades  for  nearly  a month,  with 
every  token  of  defiance,  two  British  ships,  one 
of  them  his  superior  in  force,  till  a seventy-four 
is  sent  for  to  raise  the  blockade,  and  what  ren- 
dered it  peculiarly  mortifying  to  the  English, 
all  this  was  done  before  the  eyes  of  the  asto- 
nished Portuguese,  who  had  till  now  been 
taught  by  their  haughty  friends,  that  no  equal 
vessel  had  ever  pursued  an  English  flag. 

From  St.  Salvador  captain  Lawrence  now 
shaped  his  course  towards  Pernambuco.  On 
the  10th  of  Februry  he  captured  the  English 
brig  Resolution  of  ten  guns,  laden  with  provi- 
sions and  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
in  specie,  but  as  she  was  a dull  sailer,  and  he 


board,  the  shot  holes  which  could  be  got  at 
plugged,  and  every  exertion  made  by  pumping 
and  bailing  to  keep  her  afloat;  so  completely 
had  she  been  shattered  that  she  sunk  before 
the  prisoners  could  be  removed,  carrying 
down  thirteen  of  her  crew  as  well  as  three 
men  belonging  to  the  Hornet.  Lieutenant 
Conner  and  the  other  officers  and  men  employ- 
ed in  removing  the  prisoners  narrowly  escaped 
by  jumping  into  a boat,  as  the  Peacock  went 
dowp ; and  four  seamen  of  the  Hornet  ran  up 
into  the  foretop  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
taken  off  by  the  boats. 

The  Peacock  was  deemed  one  of  the  finest 
ships  of  her  class  in  the  British  navy  In  size 
she  was  about  equal  to  the  Hornet ; but,  in 
guns  and  men,  the  Hornet  was  somewhat, 
though  very  little,  her  superior;  and  by  no 
means  so  much  so,  as  to  give  her  any  decided 
advantage.  The  loss  on  board  the  Peacock 
could  not  be  precisely  ascertained.  Captain 
Peake  was  twice  wounded,  the  second  time 


could  not  spare  hands  to  man  her,  he  took  out  mortally.  Four  men  were  found  dead  on 
the  ftionev  and  the  crew,  and  burnt  her  He  iboard.  The  master  and  thirty-two  others  were 
then  ran  down  the  coast  for  Maranham,  and  -wounded,  three  of  whom  afterwards  died.  The 
after  cruising  near  that  place  and  S urin am,  | Hornet  had  only  one  man  killed  and  two  slight- 
till  the  23d  of  February,  he  stood  fpr  Dema-jly  wounded.  Her  rigging  and  sails  were  much 
yara  On  the  next  morning  he  discovered  a cut,  but  her  hull  received  very  little  injury, 
brig  to  leeward  and  chased  her  so  near  the 'During  the  engagement  the  vessel  which  the 
shore  that  he  was  obliged  to  haul  off  for  want  j Hornet  had  been  endeavouring  to  reach  before 
of  a pilot.  During  the  chase,  however,  he  had  the  Peacock  bore  clown,  lay  at  anchor  within 
discovered  a vessel  at  anchor  outside  of  the  bar  six  miles,  and  as  she  was  a brig,  the  Espiegle, 
bfDemarara  river,  with  English  colours  flying,  carrying  fifteen  thirty-two  pound  carronades 
and  now  began  beating  round  the  Corobano!and  two  long  nines,  it  was  supposed  that  she 
bank  to  get  at  her;  when  between  three  and  would  attack  the  Hornet  after  the  latter  had 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  another  sail  was  been  disabled  by  the  combat, 
seen  on  his  weather  quarter,  edging  down  fori  The  Hornet  was  immediately  prepared  to 
him.  As  she  approached  she  hoisted  English  receive Ler,  and  by  nine  o’clock  at  night  her 
colours,  and  proved  to  be  the  British  brig  Pea- boats  were  stowed,  anew  set  of  sails  bent,  and 


cock,  captain  Peake.  The  Hornet  was  mime 
diately  cleared  for  action,  and  kept  close  to 
the  wind,  in  order  to  get  the  weather  guage 
of  the  approaching  vessel.  At  ten  minutes 
past  five,  finding  that  he  could  weather  the 
enemy,  captain  Lawrence  hoisted  American 
colours,  tacked,  and  in  about  a quarter  of  an 
hour  passed  the  British  ship  within  half  pistol 
shot,  and  exchanged  broadsides.  The  enemy 
was  now  in  the  act  of  'wearing,  when  captain 
Lawrence  bore  up  received  his  starboard 
broadside,  arid  ran  him  close  on  board  on  the 
starboard  quarter; from  which  position  he  kept 


every  thing  ready  for  action.  She,  however, 
declined  coming  out.  The  next  morning  cap- 
tain Lawrence  found  that  he  had  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  souls  on  board  the  Hornet, 
and  as  his  crew  had  for  some  time  been  on 
short  allowance,  resolved  to  steer  for  the  Uni- 
ted Statesi  The  officers  of  the  Peacock  re- 
ceived from  those  of  the  Hornet  the  most  hu- 
mane and  honorable  treatment:  so  penetrated 
with  gratitude  were  they  for  the  kindness 
which  they  had  experienced,  that  they  could 
uot  restrain  the  expression  of  their  feelings 
till  they  reached  England,  but  on  their  arrival 
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ajitheUnited  States  published  aletter  of  thanks  Iseveral  verbal  challenges  which  he  had  given, 
to  captain  Lawrence  and  his  officers,  in  which  captain  Broke  then  proceeds  to  state  verynii- 
they  declared  that  such  was  the  liberality  dis-  nutely  the  force  of  the  Shannon,  and  offers  to 
played  to  them,  that  “they  ceased  to  consider  send  all  British  ships  out  of  reach,  so  that  they 
themselves  prisoners.”  Nor  was  the  rough|might  have  a fair  combat,  at  anyplace  within 
generosity  of  the  Hornet’s  crew  less  honorable.! a certain  range  along  the  coast  of  New-Eng- 
As  the  sailors  of  the  Peacock  had  lost  every  j land  which  he  specilied;  if  more  agreeable,  he 
thing  except  what  they  had  on  their  backs,  offers  to  sail  together,  and  to  warn  the  Chesa- 
when  she  went  down,  the  crew  of  the  Hornet  peake,  by  means  of  private  signals  of  the  ap- 
united  to  relieve  them;  and  made  every  Eng-  proach  of  British  ships  of  war,  till  they  reach 
lish  sailor  a present  of  two  shirts  and  a pair  some  solitary  spot — or  to  sail  with  a flag  of 
of  blue  jacket  and  trowsers,  a true  hearted  li-  truce  to  any  place  out  of  the  reach  of  British 
berality,  which  raises  them  in  our  estimation 
higher  than  even  their  victory. 

Captain  Lawrence  returned  to  New  York 
in  safety,  and  besides  the  applause  which  his 
country  lavished  upon  him  for  his  good  con- 
duct, had  the  satisfaction  of  learning,  as  we 
have  already  observed,  that  he  had  been  pro 
moted  during  his  absence,  and  his  rank  settled 
to  his  perfect  satisfaction.  Soon  after  his  re- 
turn he  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  with  the  temporary  su- 
perintendance of  the  navy  yard  at  New  York. 

1 — But  the  next  day,  to  his  great  regret,  he  re- 
ceived instructions  to  repair  to  Boston  and  take 
command  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  then 
nearly  ready  for  sea.  This  appointment  was 
peculiarly  unpleasant,  because  the  Chesapeake 


aid,  so  that  the  flag  should  be  hauled  down 

when  it  was  deemed  fair  to  begin  hostilities. 
“ I entreat  you  sir,”  he  concludes,  “ not  to  ima- 
gine that  I am  urged  by  mere  personal  vanity 
to  the  wish  of  meeting  the  Chesapeake,  or  that 
I depend  only  upon  your  personal  ambition  for 
your  acceding  to  this  invitation.  We  have 
both  nobler  motives.  You  will  feel  it  as  a 
compliment,  if  I say  that  the  result  of  our  meet- 
ingmay  be  the  most  grateful  service  I can  ren- 
der to  my  country;  and  I doubt  not  that  you, 
equally  confident  of  success,  will  feel  convinced 
that  it  is  only  by  repeated  triumphs  in  even 
combats,  that  your  little  navy  can  now  hope  to 
console  your  country  for  the  loss  of  that  trade 
it  can  no  longer  protect.” 

The  style  of  this  letter,  with  the  exception 


was  not  only  considered  as  one  of  the  very!  the  puerile  bravado  about  commodore  Ro- 
worst  ships  in  the  navy,  but  in  consequence  ofigers’ is  frank  and  mailly;  and  if  tbe  force  of 
her  disgracein  the  rencontre  with  the  Leopard,  Shannon  were  correctly  stated,  would  he 
labored  under  that  dispiriting  stigma  among  such  a challenge  as  might  well  be  sent  from  a 
sailors,  of  being  an  unlucky  ship.°  These  cir- brave  seaipan  to  a gallant  adversary.  We, 
eumstances,  combined  with  the  state  of  his  fa-,  however,  ^re  but  too  well  satislied,  that  cap- 
mily,  made  captain  Lawrence  unwilling  to  go  bab\^roke  studiously  underrated  the  number 
to  sea  immediately,  and  he  therefore  requested,  °f  b^s  gbns  and  crew  j or  that,  after  his  ch al- 
to retain  his  situation  in  the  Hornet.  Disap-  lenge> hemust  have  received  additions  to  both, 
pointed  in  this  wish,  he  then  took  command  Tha.t  the  Shannon  had  more  guns  than  the 
of  the  Chesapeake  at  Boston,  where  he  had  number  state.d  b3T  her  commander,  we  learn 
been  but  a short  time,  when  the  British  frigate  fr°iu  the  testimony  of  the  surviving  officers  of 
Shannon,  captain  Broke,  appeared  before  thejtbe  Chesapeake;  who  also  assert,  that  she  had 
harbor  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  seeking  a tbvee  hundred  and  seventy-six  men;  that  she 
combat  with  the  Chesapeake.  Stung  with  the  bad  an  °®cer  and  ^en  men  from  the  Belle 
repeated  disasters  of  the  British  frigates,  this,Polde’  and  that  the  hats  of  some  of  her  seamen 
officer  resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  retrieve  were  marked  “lenedos.”  Such  as  it  was, 
them;  and  when  he  deemed  his  ship  perfectly i bowfv  j1*’ * bls  ]etter,inost  unfortunately,  never 
prepared  for  that  purpose,  sent  a formal  chal-ifeacbedfaPtain  Lawrence.  If  he  had  received 
lenge*  to  captain  Lawrence.  ' **> lf  be  bad  befn  thus  warned  to  prepare  his 

‘ , 4 /,  ™ , „ , . i ...  , ship;  if  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  selecting 

As  the  Chesapeake,”  his  letter  began  jhi8Aoffi  and  disciplining  his  crew;  if,  in 
“ appears  now  ready  for  sea  l request  you  will ; gh  he  had  been  able  to0piace  the  Chesa- 

do  me  the  favor  to  meet  the  Shannon  with;  ake  on  thing  like  equal  terins  with  the 


her,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortune  of  our  res 
pective  flags.  To  an  officer  of  your  character, 
it  requires  some  apology  for  proceeding  to  fur 
ther  particulars,  Be  assured,  sir,  that  it  is  not 
from  any  doubt  I entertain  of  your  wishing  to 
close  with  my  proposal,  but  merely  to  provide 
an  answer  to  any  objection  that  might  be  made 
and  very  reasonably,  upon  the  chance  of  our 
receiving  unfair  support.”  After  observing 
that  commodore  Rodgers  had  not  accepted 


* See  this  letter  in  vol.  v.  page  29,  of  the  Register. 


Shannon,  the  combat  might  have  been  more 
bloody — there  might  have  been  such  an  en- 
gagement as  has  not  yet  been  seen  between 
single  ships  on  the  ocean;  though  we  cannot 
suffer  ourselves  to  doubt  the  result  of  it.  But 
he  knew  nothing  of  this  challenge — lie  saw 
only  the  Shannon  riding  before  him  in  defi- 
ance; he  remembered  the  spirit  with  which  he 
himself  had  overawed  a superior,  and  he  could 
not  brook  for  a moment,  that  an  enemy,  which 
seemed  to  be  his  equal,  should  insult  his  flag. 


§0 
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Although,  therefore,  the  Chesapeake  was:  renee  perceived  Hint  she  was  falling  to  leeward 
comparatively  an  inferior  ship — although  his  and  that  by  the  Shannon'-:  tilling  she  would 


tall  on  board,  he  calleo  his  hoarders,  and  was 
giving  orders  about  the  foresail,  when  he  re- 


first  lieutenant  was  sick  on  shore — although 
three  of  his  lieutenants  had  recently  left  her; 
and,  of  the  four  who  remained,  two  were  onlyjceived  a musket  ball  in  his  body.  The  bu°-le- 
midshipmen,  acting  a-s  lieutenants — although)  man,  who  should  have  called  the  boarders  did 
part  of  his  crew  were  new  hands,  and  all  ofjnot  do  his  duty;  and,  at  this  moment  comnio- 
them  had  lost  some  of  their  discipline  by  stay-  dore  Broke,  whose  ship  had  suffered  so  much 
ing  in  port — wet,  as  he  would  have  gone  tolthat  he  was  preparing  to  renel  boavHino-  • 


on  his  courage  and  his  fortune,  he  determined  been  instantly  repelled  ; but  the  captain,  the 
at  once  to  attack  the  enemy.  It  was  on  the  first  lieutenant,  the  sailing-master,  the  boat- 


morning  of  the  first  of  June,  I Si -3,  that  the  swain,  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  the  only  ac- 
Chesapeake  sailed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  ting  lieutenant  on  the  spar-deck,  were  all  killed 
to  meet  the  Shannon.  As  soon  as  she  got  un-  or  disabled.  At  the  call  of  the  boarders,  lieu- 


dcr  weigh,  captain  Lawrence  called  the  crew 
together,  and  having  hoisted  the  white  flag, 
with  the  motto  of  “ free  trade  and  sailors’ 
rights,”  made  a short  address  His  speech, 
however,  was  received  with  no  enthusiasm 
-—on  the  con  trary,  signs  of  dissatisfaction  were 
evident;  particularly  from  a boatswain’s  mate, 
a Portuguese,  who  seemed  to  be  at  the  bead 
of  the  malcontents;  and  complaints  were  mut 
tered,  that  they  had  not  yet  received  their 


tenant  Cox  ran  on  deck,  but  just  m time  to 
receive  his  falling  commander,  and  bear  him 
below.  Lieutenant  Budd,  the  second  lieute- 
nant, led  up  the  boarders,  but  only  fifteen  or 
twenty  would  follow  him,  and  with  these  he 
defended  the  ship  till  he  was  wounded  and  dis- 
abled. Lieut,  Ludlow,  wounded  as  he  was 
hurried  upon  deck,  where  he  soon  received  a 
mortal  cut  from  a sabre.  The  marines  who 
were  engaged  fought  with  desperate  courage; 


prize-money.  Such  expressions,  at  the  eve  of  but  they  were  few  in  numbers  ; too  many  of 

~ ~^11  -dthem  having  followed  the  Portuguese  boat* 

swain’s  mate,  who  exclaimed,  it  is  said,  as  he 
skulked  below;  “ so  much  for  Pot  paying  men 
their  prize  money.”  Meanwhile  the^Shannon 
threw  on  board  sixty  additional  men,  who  soon 
succeeded  in  overpowering  the  seamen  of  the 
Chesapeake,  who  had  now  no  officers  to  lead 
or  rally  them,  and  took  possession  of  the  ship; 
which  was  not,  however,  surrendered  by  any 
signal  of  submission;  but  became  the  enemy’s 
only  because  they  were  able  to  overwhelm  all 
who  were  in  a condition  to  resist. 

As  captain  Lawrence  was  carried  below, 
be  perceived  the  melancholy  condition  of  the 
Chesapeake,  but  cried  out,  “ Don’t  surrender 
the  ship.”  He  was  taken  down  in  the  ward- 


en action,  were  but  ill  bodings  of  the  result  of 
it:  but  captain  Lawrence,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  the  characters  of  his  sailors,  and  unwilling 
at  such  a moment  to  damp  their  spirits  by 
ha<  shness,  preserved  his  accustomed  calmness, 
and  had  prize-checks,  at  once,  given  by  the 
purser  to  those  who  had  not  received  them* 

Whilst  this  scene  was  passing,  the  Shannon 
observing  the  Chesapeake  coming  out,  bore 
away.  The  Chesapeake  followed  her  till  four 
o’clock,  in  the  afternoon,  when  she  hauled  up 
and  fired  a gun,  on  which  the  Shannon  hove 
too.  They  manoeuvred  for  some  time,  till  at 
about  a quarter  before  six,  they  approached 
within  pistol  shot  and  exchanged  broadsides. 

These  broadsides  were  both  bloody;  but  the 

fire  of  the  Shannon  was  most  fortunatwin  the  room,  and  as  he  lay  in  excruciating  pain,  per- 
destruction  of  officers.  The  fourth  lieutenant,  | ceiving  that  the  noise  above  had  ceased,  he  or- 
Mr.  Ballard,  was  mortally  Wounded — the  sail-  dered  the  surgeon  to  go  on  deck,  and  tell  the 
mg  master  was  killed,  and  captain  Lawrence!  officers  to  fight  on  to  the  last,  and  never  strike 
received  a pmsket  ball  in  bis  leg,  which  caused  the  colours.  “They  shall  wave,”  said  he 

% TV  • • . ’ 


great  pain,  and  profuse  bleeding,  but  he  lean- 
ed on  the  companion  way,  and  continued  to 
order  and  to  animate  his  crew.  A.  second,  and 
a third  broadside  was  exchanged,  with  evident 
advantage  on  the  part  of  the  Chesapeake;  but, 
unfortunately,  among  those  now  wounded  on 
board  of  her  was  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Lud- 
low, who  was  carried  below — three  men  were 
successively  shot  from  the  helm,  in  about  twelve 


“ while  I live.”  But  it  was  too  late  to  resist 
or  to  struggle  longer;  the  enemy  had  already 
possession  of  the  ship.  As  captain  Lawrence's 
wounds  would  not  allow  of  his  removal,  he  con- 
tinued in  the  ward-room,  surrounded  by  his 
wounded  officers,  and  after  lingering  in  great 
pain  for  four  days,  during  which  his  sufferings 
were  too  acute  to  permit  him  to  speak,  or, 
perhaps,  to  think  of  the  sad  events  he  had  just 


minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  action;  witnessed,  or  do  more  than  ask  for  what  his 
and,  as  the  hands  were  shifting,  a shot  disabled  situation  required,  he  died  on  the  5th  of  June, 
her  foresail,  so  that  she  would  no  longer  answer)  His  body  was  wrapped  in  the  colors  of  the 
her  helm,  and  her  anchor  caught  in  one  of  the '.Chesapeake,  and  laid  on  the  quarter  deck,  un- 
after  ports  of  the  Shannon,  which  enabled  the  til  they  arrived  at  Halifax,  where  lie  was  bu- 
latter  to  rake  her  upper  deck.  As  soon  as  Law-  ried  with  the  highest  military  and  naval 
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honors;  the  British  officers  forgetting  for  s 
moment,  in  their  admira  tion  of  his  character, 
that  he  had  been  but  lately  their  enemy.  His 
pall  was  supported  by  the  oldest  captains  in  the 
navy,  then  at  Halifax,  and  no  demonstration 
of  respectful  attention  was  omitted  to  honor 
the  remains  of  a brave,  but  unfortunate  stran- 
ger. 

Thus  prematurely  perished,  at  the  age  ot 
thirty-two,  this  gallant  and  generous  seaman. 
Lost  as  he  was,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  powers, 
and  with  the  imperfect  measure  of  his  fame 
our  hopes  are  forbidden  to  dwell  on  the  fond 
anticipation  of  what  he  might  have  been,  and 
we  are  left  to  rest  with  a melancholy  pleasure 
on  the  qualities  which  his  short  life  had  already 
developed.  Lawrence  seems  to  have  combi 
ned  all  the  distinguished  and  endearing  quali- 
ties; the  openness  of  heart,  the  manliness  of 
p dde,  the  benevolence  of  feeling,  the  chival- 
rous courage,  which  our  imagination  ascribes 
to  the  perfection  of  the  naval  character.  He 
wxs  devoted  to  his  profession,  and  to  the  ser- 
vice During  nearly  sixteen  years  which  he 
spent  in  the  navy,  he  never  had  a furlough, 
except  one  for  about  six  weeks.  The  perfect 
order  of  his  ship  bore  testimony  to  his  merits 
as  a disciplinarian,  whilst  the  zealous  attach- 
ment of  his  crew,  proved  that  his  discipline 
had  not  been  earned  by  harshness  or  severity. 
His  courage  was  of  a daring  and  desperate  cast, 
but  it  was  still  regulated  by  a calm  sobriety  of 
judgment.  Indeed,  the  characteristic  quality 
of  Lawrence  ; that  which  most  distinguished 
him  as  an  officer  was  coohiess  and  perfect 
self-possession  in  the  midst  of  danger.  Of  his 
kindness,  of  the  warmth  and  generosity  of  his 
heart,  which  rendered  him,  emphatically,  a 
favorite  of  the  navy,  his  brother  officers  are  all 
willing  witnesses.  These  remembrances  are 
however,  most  cherished,  where  they  are  now 
most  consolatory — in  the  bosom  of  his  family; 
of  the  two  widowed  sisters,  whose  cares,  du- 
ring his  infancy,  he  repaid  with  the  kindest 
protection,  of  his  afflicted  wife,  who,  with  three 
children,  the  youngest  born  since  his  father’s 
death,  is  left  to  lament  a loss,  which  the  sym- 
pathy of  her  country,  may  in  some  degree,  we 
trust,  alleviate. 

In  this  sanguinar}^  engagement  the  destruc- 
tion was  nearly  equal  on  both  sides.  The 
Chesapeake  lost  her  commander  and  forty- 
seven  men  killed,  and  ninety-seven  wounded,  of 
whom  fourteen  afterwards  died.  Among  these 
were  lieutenant  Ludlow,  first  lieutenant  of  the 
ship,  and  lieqtenant  Ballard,  the  fourth  lieu- 
tenant, both  excellent  officers. 

On  the  part  of  the  Shannon  captain  Broke 
was  dangerously  wounded,  though  he  has  since 
recovered;  the  first  lieutenant,  the  purser,  cap- 
tain’s clerk,  and  twenty-three  seaman  killed, 
and  fifty-seven  persons  wounded,  besides  cap- 
tain Broke. 

The  capture  of  the  Chesapeake  is  to  be  as- 


cribed wholly  to  the  extraordinary  loss  of  offi- 
ers,  (a  loss  without  any  precedent,  as  far  as 
,ve  can  recollect  in  naval  history;)  and  to  her 
tailing  accidentally  on  board  the  Shannon. 
During  the  three  broadsides,  while  the  officers 
of  the  Chesapeake  were  living  and  she  was 
kept  clear  of  the  enemy,  the  superiority  was 
manifestly  with  the  Americans.  The  Chesa- 
peake had  received  scarcely  any  dam  age,  while 
the  Shannon  had  several  shot  between  wind 
and  water,  and  could  with  difficulty  be  kept 
3 .float  during  the  succeeding  night.  It  was 
only  when  accident  threw  the  Chesapeake  on 
bbard  the  Shannon,  when  her  officers  were 
unable  to  lead  on  the  hoarders  that  captain 
Broke  himself,  contrary  we  believe  to  the  re- 
gulations of  the  British  navy,  left  his  own  ship, 
and  was  able  by  superior  numbers  to  over- 
power the  distracted  crew  of  the  Chesapeake. 

We  have  heard  many  accounts  which  we 
are  very  reluctantly  compelled  to  believe,  of 
improper  conduct  by  the  Brit  ish  after  the  cap- 
ture, and  of  brutal  violence  offered  to  the  crew 
of  the  Chesapeake.  As,  however,  some  allow- 
ances are  doe  to  the  exasperated  passions  of 
the  moment;  something  too  to  the  confusion 
of  a bloody  a nd  doubtful  struggle;  and  as  these 
accounts  will  shortly  assume  an  official  form ; 
we  are  unwilling  to  prolong  the  remembrance 
of  imputations  which  may  be  disproved,  and 
perhaps  have  been  exaggerated. 

But  we  should  wrong  the  memory  Gf  captain 
Lawrence,  we  should  be  unjust  to  the  officers 
of  the  American  navy,  with  whose  glory  all 
the  aspiring  ambition  of  the  country  is  so 
closely  blended,  if  we  omitted  any  opportunity 
of  giving  the  last  and  fairest  lustre  to  their 
fame,  by  contrasting  their  conduct  with  that 
of  the  enemy,  or  if  we  forbore,  from,  anv  mis- 
placed delicacy' towards  our  adversa  rles,  to  re- 
port circumstances  connected  with  t he  fate'  of 
the  Chesapeake,  which  throw  a broad  and  daz- 
zling light  on  the  generous  magna  nimity  of 
our  countrymen. 

When  captain  Hull  took  the  (iuerriere, 
every  chest,  trunk,  and  box  belong!  ng  to  the 
officers,  containing,  it  was  known,  the  fruits 
of  a long  cruise,  much  of  it  against  our  own 
country,  was  delivered  to  them  without  exa- 
mination. The  very  trifles  which  the  crew  of 
the  Constitution  saved  from  the  ( Iuerriere, 
before  she  was  blown  up.  were  scrupulously 
restored  to  the  English  sailors;  no  article  of 
private  property  was  touched. 

When  commodore  Decatur  took  t he  Mace- 
donian, he  purchased  from  captain  C arden  up- 
wards of  a thousand  dollars  worth  of  things  in 
the  ship,  and  captain  Carden  was  per  mitted  to 
take  the  rest  on  shore.  To  such  a fc  extent 
was  this  kindness  abused,  that  every  1 tjnife  and 
fork,  every  cup  and  saucer,  every  p -late  and 
dish,  every  chair  and  table,  in  shoi  t,  every 
thing  which  captain  Carden  had  m ned  was 
taken  on  shore,  and  before  the  Mac*  id  Oman 
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reached  New  York,  the  prize-master  was  ofcli-l  at  sea-  long  in  the  ship;  were  known;  wei> 
ged  to  send  on  board  the  United  States  for  the  tided;  and  as  commodore  Broke  sent  a chal- 
most  common  articles  of  daily  use,  as  the  lenge,  were,  of  course,  men  on  whom,  if  they 
prisoners  had  taken  them  all  away.  At  the  were  not  picked  for  the  occasion,  he  knew  he 


same  time  the  ward-room  officers  of  the 
United  States  purchased  their  wine  and  other 
articles  from  the  ward-room  officers  of  the 
Macedonian. 

When  commodore  Bainbridge  took  the  Java, 
all  the  property  of  all  the  officers  and  all  the 
passengers,  the  plate  belonging  to  a high  mi- 
litary commander,  were  restored  instantly. 
The  American  officers  would  have  deemed  it 
disgraceful  to  retain  the  private  property  of  a 
brother  officer,  even  though  lie  were  an  enemy 
and  a prisoner. 

When  captain  Lawrence  took  the  Peacock, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel  were 
left  destitute,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Hor- 
net fed  and  clothed  them  from  their  own  stores. 

When  the  Chesapeake  was  taken  by  the 
Shannon,  the  key  of  captain  Lawrence’s  store- 
room was  demanded  of  the  purser.  It  was 
given ; but  the  purser  observed  at  the  same 
time  that  in  the  captures  of  the  Guerriere, 
Macedonian,  and  Java,  the  most  scrupulous 
regard  was  paid  to  the  private  property  of  the 
British  officers;  that  captain  Lawrence  had 
laid  in  stores  for  a long  cruize ; and  that  the 


could  conlide.  The  Chesapeake  had.  on  the 
contrary,  in  part,  a new  crew,  unknown  to 
their  officers,  not  yet  knowing  their  places,  or 
the  ship.  The  ship  had  not  been  more  than 
a few  hours  at  sea,  and  the  landsmen,  and  the 
landswomen  had  been  dismissed  from  her  on 
the  very  day  of  the  engagement.  The  officers, 
too,  although  we  should  be  the  last  to  detract 
from  their  merits,  and  although  the  manner 
in  which  they  fought  their  ship  does  them  the 
highest  honor,  the  officers  Were  young  and  few 
in  number,  and  had  as  yet  scarcely  any  oppor- 
tunity of  disciplining  or  knowing  their  seaman; 
yet,  under  all  these  disadvantages,  the  great 
damage  sustained  by  the  fchannbn,  and  the 
great  loss  of  her  crew,  all  which  took  place 
before  the  boarding,  warrant  completely  the 
opinion,  that  but  for  the  accidental  loss  of  offi« 
cers,  the  victory  would  have  been  with  the 
Chesapeake. 

So  far,  indeed  from  humbling  our  national 
pride,  the  stubbornness  with  which,  in  spite 
of  its  inequality,  this  combat  was  sustained, 
only  confirms  us  in  a belief,  not  created  by  the 
events  of  this  war',  though  not  likely  to  be 


value  of  them  would  be  a great  object  to  hisUnuch  shaken  by  them— a belief  formed 


oil 

circumstances  which  even  a series  of  naval 
losses  cannot  now  control — a belief,  too,  in 
avowing  which  we  are  quite  content  to  incur 
the  charge  of  overweening  national  prejudice 
— that  in  all  the  qualities  essential  to  success 
on  the  ocean,  the  American  seaman  are  not 
equal,  but  superior  to  the  British  seamen.  It 
is  no  merit  of  theirs.  Nature  and  circum- 
stances have  made  them  so.  But  so  it  is- — 
they  are  physically  superior,  they  are  morally 
superior.  The  warm  and  variable  climate  of 
the  United  States  has,  to  a certain  degree, 
melted  the  original  English  constitution  of  our 
anc  estors,  till,  instead  of  the  broad  shouldered 
and  ruddy  form  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
the  Americans  are  a thinner  race  of  men,  with 
less  personal  strength  and  stamina,  but  with 
more  activity,  more  quickness,  more  alertness. 
The  lower  classes  of  people  in  this  country, 
itoo,  derive  from  their  popular  institutions  more 
ship;  she  mounted  twenty-eight  eighteen  jintelligence  and  education,  they  learn  more, 
pounders  on  the  main  deck,  twenty-two  and  they  learn  easier,  while  the  wider  field  for 
thirty-two  pound  carronades,  and  two  long  exertion,  and  the  perfect  freedom  of  employ- 
brass  nines  or  twelves,  on  the  spar-deck,  and  ing  themselves  in  their  own  way,  gives  to  the 
a large  earronade  amidships,  in  all  fifty-two  American  character  a certain  play,  and  vigor, 
guns , besides  this  last  heavy  earronade;  while  and  animation  not  found  in  any  other  nation, 
the  Chesapeake  mounted  twenty-eight  eigh-  The  Americans,  moreover,  are  generally 


widow  and  family,  for  whose  use  he  was  de 
sirous,  if  possible,  of  preserving  them.  This 
request  was  not  merely  declined;  it  was  haugh- 
tily and  superciliously  refused. 

Well  then — the  enemy  have  captured  the 
Chesapeake — they  enjoy  the  li  ttle  private  pro- 
perty of  captain  Lawrence:  but  they  have  not 
taken  from  him  any  of  his  individual  fame, 
nor  of  his  country’s  glory.  However  we  may 
mourn  the  sufferings  of  that  day;  the  loss  of 
the  Chesapeake  has  not,  in  our  estimation, 
varied  the  relative  standing  of  the  marine  of 
the  two  countries;  nor  does  it  abate  in  the 
slightest  degree,  any  of  the  loftiness  of  our  na- 
val pretensions.  The  contest  was  wholly  un- 
equal in  ships,  in  guns,  in  crews,  in  officers, 
in  every  thing. 

The  Shannon  was  a better  ship;  she  had  not 
upon  her  the  curse  of  that  ill-omened  name, 
the  Chesapeake.  The  Shannon  was  a stronge 


teen  pounders  on  the  main  deck,  and  twenty 
thirty-two  pound  carronades,  and  one  eighteen 
pounder,  chase  gun,  on  the  spar-deck,  in  all 
forty-nine  guns. 

The  Shannon  had  a better  crew.  Besides 
her  complement  she  had  seamen  from  two 
other  s,hips.  That  crew,  too,  had  been  long 


younger  men,  more  in  the  vigor  of  life.  It  is 
an  extraordinary  fact  which,  perhaps,  never 
had  an  example  beforein  the  history  of  nations. 
Chat  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  The 
state  of  onr  trade  also  renders  our  seamen 
more  adventurous.  They  make  longer  voy- 
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ages,  in  smaller  ships,  and  brave  more  dangers 
than  can  be  experienced  in  the  regular  and 
monopolized,  and  convoyed  commerce  of  Great 
Britain.  They  besides  enter  into  the  service 
voluntarily,  and  for  short  periods,  and  their 
minds  have  more  of  the  elasticity  of  freedom 
than  the  seamen  entombed  on  board  a British 
man  of  war.  The  effect  which  these  circum- 
stances might  naturally  be  supposed  to  pro- 
duce we  have  often  seen.  The  Americans 
vanquished  the  English  atsea  again  and  again 
during  the  revolution.  Inthe  war  with  I ranee 
the  American  squadrons  were  at  least  as  ac- 
tive, as  brave,  and  as  vigilant  against  the  ene- 
my as  those  of  England.  While  the  two  na- 
vies were  together  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
superiority  in  ships,  crews,  and  officers  was, 
in  the  opinion  of  every  stranger,  decidedly  with 
the  Americans.  How  that  pre-eminence  has 
been  sustained  in  the  present  war  need  not  be 
told.  In  short,  the  American  seamen  have  al- 
ways held  that  high  rank  on  the  ocean  from 
which  the  casual  loss  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  an 
ill-matched  combat,  cannot  degrade  them,  and 
which  we  are  sure,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
and  a liberal  policy  from  their  country,  they 
will  always  maintain. 


FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

Communication. — The  John  Bull  story  of 
the  late  capt.  James  Lawrence  having  been 
born  in  Bristol,  in  England,  is  ‘very  like  a 
whale.’ 

Captain  James  Lawrence  was  the  son  of 
John  Lawrence,  Esq.  of  Burlington,  in  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  and  if  I am  not  very 
much  mistaken,  was  born  in  1776  ; his  house 
was  directly  opposite  to  Powell’a  Academy, 
and  at  present  belongs  to  general  Bloom- 
field. I well  recollect  the  day  after  captain 
Lawrence  was  born — an  old  negro  servant  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lawrence  met  me : I asked 
him  how  his  mistress  was  ? He  said,  “quite 
well— had  got  a fine  son  with  an  eye  like  a 
bull  ” I was  intimate  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
John  Lawrence,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Elisha  Lawrency,  of  Chesnut  Grove,  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  (N.  J.) 

It  is  probable  that  capt.  Lawrence’s  grand- 
father might  have  been  born  in  England — of 
this  I am  not  certain  ; he  wTas  upwards  of  70 
years  of  age  when  I first  became  acquainted 
with  him,  and  I understood  that  Elisha  Law 
rence  and  his  brother  John  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Monmouth  county,  (N.  J.) 

This  short  statement  of  the  family  of  the 
late  capt.  Lawrence,  being  founded  on  unques- 
tionable authority,  you  will  do  the  friends  of 
the  deceased  an  act  of  justice  by  giving  it 
publicity.  W.  G. 

Capitol  Hilt , Sept.  27,  1813. 

gw.  Vot,  V: 


HONORS  TO  LAWRDNCE  AND  LUDLOW. 

A private  citizen  of  Salem , captain  George 
Crown  inshield,  originated  the  idea  of 
bringing  the  bodies  of  Lazcrence  and  Lud- 
low to  their  own  county.  He  obtained  a 
cartel  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
fitted  out  a vessel  for  the  purpose  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Halifax , at  his  own  expence, 
lie  was  politely  treated  by  the  British , and 
had  no  difficulty  to  effect  the  object  of  his 
voyage.  On  his  return,  the  following  ce- 
remonies, &c.  took  place  at  Salem. 

From  the  Essex  Register  of  August  25, 1813- 
On  Monday  last,  the  remains  of  captain 
Lawrence,  and  lieutenant  Ludlow,  of  the 
Chesapeake,  were  entombed  in  this  town.  At 
the  hour  appointed,  the  bodies  were  conveyed 
from  the  cartel,  with  the  most  impressive 
ceremonies.  The  flags  of  the  ships  were  dis- 
played at  half  mast,  and  there  was  a continu- 
ed discharge  of  minute  guns  and  of  artillery, 
while  the  boats  were  moving  slowly  to  the 
shore.  On  the  shores  were  thousands  ready 
to  receive  the  bodies  of  these  departed  heroes. 
The  procession  moved  from  the  Crown  in- 
shield wharf  in  the  order  stated  below.  The 
band  in  the  procession  performed  with  full 
effect,  and  the  procession  was  received  at  the 
church  with  a music  pure  and  solemn,  and  the 
accompaniment  gave  a kind  assistance  to  the 
voices  employ^!  in  the  public  devotion.  Af- 
ter the  funeral  service,  an  eulogy  was  deliver- 
ed by  judge  Story,  worthy  of  his  eloquence 
and  taste,  and  powerful  upon  the  sympathies 
of  an  assembly,  more  numerous  than  any  we 
had  ever  seen.  The  decorations  of  the  house 
united  great  simplicity  with  exquisite  arrange* 
ment,  and  obliged  the  sentiments  which  the 
occasion  Was  designed  to  enrich.  The  mili 
tary  duty  was  performed  with  the  precision 
which  distinguishes  the  infantry , who  appear- 
ed as  the  escort,  and  the  different  associations 
of  our  marine  citizens,  and  masons  added 
the  highest  respect  by  their  presence  and  re- 
putation. The  seamen  who  surrounded  the 
bodies,  gained  particular  favor  from  their  af- 
fectionate services  and  just  deportment.  The 
worthy  capt.  George  CkowninshiRld,  who 
obtained  the  bodies  and  supported  the  ex- 
pence of  the  funeral  honors,  with  the  com- 
panions of  his  voyage,  were  seen  with  the 
greatest  approbation,  and  the  citizens  spake 
their  blessings  a s they  passed.  The  commit- 
tee of  arrangements  exceeded  every  thing  we 
have  known,  in  their  ceaseless  care  that  every 
thing  should  do  the  highest  honors  to  the 
departed  heroes,  and  with  a success  that  is  not 
always  commanded  by  the  best  dispositions. 
The  presence  of  many  of  our  naval  heroes, 
who  yet  survive  to  bless  their  country,  gave 
an  extraordinary  effusion  of  gratitude  to  the 
living  as  well  as  the  dead,  and  thousands  were 
made  happy  by  the  sight  of  the.  brave  men 
who  have  the  best  honors  of  their  country: 
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ly  and  so  signally  honored,  and  conveyed  at 
a suitable  distance  for  the  procession  to  form. 
At  1 o’clock  the  procession  was  formed,  a- 
greeable  to  previous  arrangements,  and  mov- 
ed to  slow  and  solemn  music,  escorted  by  the 
truty  elegant  company  of  light  infantry,  under 
that  accomplished  officer  captain  J.  C Kingt 
through  the  principal  streets  to  the  rev.  Mr. 
Spaulding’s  meeting  house.  The  procession  was 
such,  in  point  of  respectability  and  numbers, 
as  was  never  before  witnessed  hi  Sa  c in.  It 
was  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  vice-  ^resident  c the  United 
States,  escorted  by  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict and  his  deputies,  with  their  insignia  of 
office;  major  general  Dearborn,  brigadier 
general  T.  H.  Cuslpng,  and  other  distinguish- 
ed officers  of  high  rank  in  the  army  of  the 


The  streets  were  thronged  in  an  unusual 
manner,  and  the  houses  filled  which  were 
upon  the  streets  through  which  the  proces- 
sion moved.  It  is  believed  that  upon  no  oc- 
casion has  a greater  number  of  persons  ever 
been  assembled  in  Salem,  and  surely  never 
were  ceremonies  better  directed.  The  pre- 
sence of  a brother  in-lavr  of  capt.  Lawrence, 
awakened  a sense  of  the  bereavements  which 
private  life  suffers,  when  fathers  and  friends 
give  their  lives  to  their  country,  and  the  re- 
lief was  happy,  that  public  bounty  could  not 
forget  the  proper  testimony  at  once  of  grati- 
tude, and  of  gracious  protection.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  was  a proud  day  for  Salem.  So 
much  gratitude,  so  much  sympathy,  so  much 
love  of  country,  are  never  expressed  in  vain. 

The  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and 
general  Dearborn,  with  other  distinguished  .United  States  ^ commodore  Cambridge,  capt. 
citizens,'  honored  the  occasion  by  their  pre-  Hull,  and  captain  Stewart,  and  other-  officers 
sence.  j of  the  navy  of  distinction  ; judges  of  the  Uni- 

Com  muni  cat  ed. — On  Monday  last,  theited  States  and  other  civil  officers  of  di#tinc- 
sacred  remains  of  capt.  James  Lawrence  jtloni  his  honor  William  Gray,  late  lieutenant 
andlieut.  Augustus  C.  Ludlow,  who  fell  a governor  of  this  commonwealth  ; the  bonora- 
sacrifice  to  their  country’s  cause  on  board  the  |^e  Samuel  Dexter  ; a great  number  of  mili- 
late  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  werejtar.Y  officers  of  the  state  in  uniform  ; marine 
committed,  covered  with  honors,  to  the  silent  • societies  wearing  their  badges  of  distinction  ; 
mansion  of  the  dead.  The  day  was  uncloud-  inasomc  societies;  and  an  immense  concourse 
ed,  and,  as  if  no  incident  should  be  wanting  of  respectable  private  citizens  from  the  adja- 
to  croud  the  mind  with  melancholy  and  woe,  cei^  towns  and  country.  Independent  of  the 
the  wind  blew  from  the  same  direction  and  procession,  the'  side walks  and  houses  to  their 
the  sea  presented  the  same  unruffied-’surface  j very  tops,  were  covered  with  spectators,  which, 
as  was  exhibited  to  our  anxious  view,  when  j together  with  the  melancholy  knell  of  the 
on  the  memorable  first  day  of  June,  we  saw| bells,  the  mournful  sound  of  the  music,  the 
the  immortal  Lawrence  proudly  conducting | constant  ringing  of  cannon,  and  the  slow  and 
his  ship  to  action.  Early  in  the  morning,  al-!solertni  Pace  of  the  procession  ; gave  to  the 
most  every  vessel  in  the  harbor  and  at  the! whole  an  interest  of  which  it  would  be  vam 
wharves,  ami  all  the  flag  staffs  in  town,  wore  ! to  attempt  a description.  On  arriving  at  the 
the  American  ensign  at  half  mast,  and  many  meeting  house> the  corpses  were  taken  from 
flao’s  were  displayed  in  the  street  where  the  the  funeral  cars,  and  piaced  m the  centre  of 
procession  formed.  The  brig  Henry,  con-!the  church  by  the  seamen  who  rowed  them 
taining  the  precious  relics,  clad  in  sable,  lay|on  s^ore5  and  w^°  stood  during  the  whole  of 
at  anchor  in  the  harbor.  At  half  past  twelve  the  performance^  leaning  upon  them  in  an  at 
o'clock,  they  were  placed  inbarges  and  preced-  * 1 * " ' mi  " 1 v 

id  by  a long  procession  of  boats  filled  with 


seamen,  uniformed  in  blue  jackets  and  trow- 
sers,  with  a blue  ribband  on  their  hats  hear- 
ing the  motto  of  “ Free  trade  and.  Sailor's 
rights”'  were  rowed  by  minute  strokes  to  the 
end  of  India  wharf,  where  the  hearses  were 
ready  to  receive  tlieifi.  F rom  the  time 

the  boats  left  the  brig  until  the  bodies 
were  landed,  the  United  States  brig  Rattle- 
snake, and  the  brig  Henry  in  which  they  were 
brought,  alternately  fired  minute  guns.  The 
immense,  concourse  of  citizens  which  covered 
the  wharves,  stores  and  house  tops  to  view 
the  boats,  the  profound  silence  which  pervad- 
ed the  atmosphere,  which  was  only  broken  by 
the  sad  reverberation  of  the  minute  guns, 
rendered  this  part  of  the  solemnities  peculiar- 
ly grand  and  impressive.  On  the  bodies  be- 
ing placed,  upon  the  hearses,  they  were  co- 
vered with  the  colors  which' they  had  so  late- 


ti tude  of  mourning.  The  church  was  most 
tastefully  hung  with  sable,  cypress  and  ever- 
green. The  names  of  “Lawrence"’  and  “ Lud- 
low” appeared  in  letters  of  gold,  encircled  by 
festoons  of  evergreen,  immediately  on  the 
front  of  the  desk  The  rites  of  sepulchre  were 
performed  with  great  solemnity.  The  music 
was  good  and  appropriate,  and  the  eulogy  was 
such  an  one  as  made  veterans  weep.  After 
the  performances  were  concluded  in  the  meet- 
ing house,  the  faithful  seamen  conveyed  the 
remains  into  the  quiet  tomb,  and  the  masonic 
societies  and  military  corps  paid  the  last  ritu- 
al homage  to  the  immortal  Lawrence  and 
Ludlow. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  the  procession 
on  the  inter  ment  : 

The  remains  of  the  late  captain  James 
Lawrence  and  lieut.  Augustus  C.  Ludlow, 
having  been  obtained  from  the  enemy,  by  a 
flag  of  truce  comm' ssioned  for  that  purpose 
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by  the  government,  the  funeral  obsequies!  witness  at  this  interesting  scene)  overpower- 
will  be  solemnized,  and  the  corpses  entombed  led  him,  and  the  tears  flowed  down  like  dew- 
in Salem,  on  Monday  the  23d  inst.  The  pro-jdrops  from  heaven — it  was  the  sweetest  of  all 
cession  will  be  formed  at  the  head  of  India 'sympathy,  and  it  spread  with  the  rapidity  of 
wharf,  precisely  at  1 o'clock,  P.  M.  under  theieiectric  "fluid  throughout  the  vast  assembly, 
direction  of  major  John  Saunders,  maj.  John  I who  were  already  pre-disposed  to  join  their 
Fairfield,  maj.  Joseph  White,  jr.  maj.  John! melting  tears!  What  noble  daring  will  such 
Prince,  jr.  general  David  Putnam,  maj.  Da-lpublic  feelings  excite  in  the  naval  heroes, 
vid  Cummings,  and  maj.  Ebenezer  Bancroft,!  who  witnessed  this  respectful  sympathy  of  a 
marshals  for  the  day  ; and  will  pass  through  truly  moral  and  religious  people,  for  the  fate 
a part  of  Derlvy  street,  through  Hardy,  Es-  j of  their  gallant  brothers,  Lawrence  and  Lud- 
sex,  North,  Lynde,  Court,  Church  and  Brown  j low.  Here  was  a free  offering  of  the  soul  to 
streets,  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Spaulding's  meeting  the  gallant  men  who  died  in  defence  of  the 
house,  where  a funeral  oration  will  be  pro-! rights  of  seamen — and  a solemn  manifestation 
nouncedby  the  honorable  Joseph  Story,  Esq.  I to  the  living  of  the  rich  reward  in  store  for 
and  the  rites  of  sepulchre  peformed  by  the 'every  future  hero  who  falls  nobly  in  the  cause 
rev.  Mr.  Henshaw,  of  Marblehead.  Captain  of  his  country,  or  returns  in  triumph  covered 


Peabody’s  company  of  artillery  will  parade 
on  Washington  square,  and  fire  minute  guns 
during  the  moving  of  the  procession,  which 


with  the  laurels  of  victory. 

The  ever  memorable  and  emphatic  words  of 
the  gallant  hero  struggling  in  the  agonies  of 


will  proceed,  under  an  escort  of  capt.  King’s  [death — Don't  give  up  the  ship , let  the  flag 

following  I wave  while  Hive?  was  most  happily’ intro - 


^Capt.  Stewart, 
}Capt.  Blakeley, 
Parker. 

Lieut.  Wilkinson. 
Lieut.  Nicholson, 
Lieut.  Norris. 


company  of  light  infantry,  in  the 
order : 

1.  Officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Masonic  societies. 

3.  Clergy. 

4. 

Capt.  Hull, 

Capt.  J.  Bainrridge, 

Capt.  Creighton, 

5. 

Lieut.  Ballard, 

Lieut.  Hoffman, 

Lieut.  Reilly, 

6.  Relatives. 

7.  Capt.  Crown inshield,  and  ten  masters  of  ships 

who  accompanied  him  in  the  flag. 

8.  Vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

9.  Members  of  congress. 

10.  Judges  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  United 

States. 

11.  Officers  o€  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

12.  Marshal  of  the  district. 

13.  Ministers  and  consuls  of  foreign  powers. 

14.  Committee  of  arrangement. 

15.  Hou.  judge  Story,  and  officiating  clergyman, 

(in  a carriage.) 

16.  Governor  and  council  of  the  commonwealth. 

17.  Judiciary  of  the  commonwealth. 

18.  President  and  corporation  of  Havard  univer- 

sity. 

19.  Members  of  the  state  legislature. 

20.  Civil  officers  of  the  state. 

21.  Military  officers  of  the  state  in  uniform. 

22.  Principal  municipal  officers  of  the  town. 

23.  Salem  Marine  society. 

24.  East  Lidia  Marine  society. 

25  " 


iduced  at  the  close  of  the  eulogy,  and  will  long 
be  remembered  by  every  feeling  auditor, 
young  and  old.  It  will  be  the  motto  of  every 
officer  of  our  little  navy.  It  will  be  the  ral- 
lying word  to  rouse  them  to  their  duty,  and 
nerve  every  arm  against  the  foe.  Thus  will 
the  generous  humanity  and  courage  of  our 
hero  be  at  once  the  theme  of  our  nation’s  glo- 
ry, and  his  godlike  spirit  fire  our  naval  he- 
roes in  the  hour  of  battle,  to  deeds  of  hardy 
valor.” 

These  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who 
so  honorably  volunteered  their  services  with 
captain  Crownin  shield  to  perform  the  voyage 
to  Halifax,  in  the  Henry,  to  obtain  the  bodies 
of  our  deceased  naval  heroes,  viz.  captain  Hol- 
ton J.  Breed,  captain  Benjamin  Upton,  .cap- 
tain Jeduthan  Upton,  junr.  captain  Jahn  Sin- 
clair, captain  Samuel  Briggs,  captain  Joseph 
L.  Lee,  capt.  Stephen  Burchmore,  capt  Tho- 
mas Bowditch,  and  Mr.  Thorndike.  Proc  tor. 
The  todies  of  the  deceased  (at  the  request  of 
their  relatives)  were  afterwards  brought  to 
New -York  (by  land,  for  the  commander  of 
of  the  British  squadron  off  New-Londcn 
had  hesitated  to  grant  them  a passage  by 
water  from  Salem)  and  there  finally  inter 
red,  with  the  following  ceremonies  : 

(From  the  New-Youk  Columbian,  Sept.  17,  1813.) 
Yesterday  were  performed  the  last  sad  du- 
. .ties  to  our  valiant  countrymen,  Lawrence  and 

«ve  ebank8‘reCt0,S  ““  ofikers  °f  the  reSpeC‘ ! Ludlow,  and  theirbpdies  Were  finally  consign- 


26.  President,  directors  and  officers  of  the  respec- 

tive insurance  offices. 

27.  Citizens  in  general. 


The  following  notice  of  judge  Story's  eu-  every  countenance,  from  til- 


ed to  the  peaceful  tomb.  The  unusual  num- 
ber which  swelled  the  mournful  procession, 
and  the  undissembled  sorrow  which  marked 

to  the 


highest 


lowest  order,  evinced  in  an  unparalleled  de- 
gree the  public  sympathy,  and  that  the  honors 


logy  is  extracted  from  the  Boston  Yankee  : 

‘‘Thus  the  orator  brought  up  the  biography 

of  our  hero,  to  the  fatal  and  ever  memorable  j paid  to  the  ‘‘mighty  dead”  were  not  r*rre 
1st  of  June,  when  he  gallantly  bore  down  up- '.conspicuous  than  deserved.  On  no  similar 
on  the  enemy  with  dauntless  bravery.  Here  occasion  have  we  witnessed  a testimonial  of 
the  feelings  of  judge  Story,  (who  was  an  eve'resnect.  so  universal  and  sincere  It  was  in- 
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deed  a day  of  mourning.  The  hearts  of  hoa-  The  procession  moved  to  solemn  music  from 
Vy  patriots  and  youthful  heroes,  beat  in  so- (the  bands  of  the  different  military  corps  and 
femn  unison,  and  the  bright  eye  of  beauty 
glistened  with  a tributary  tear.  Not  only 


the  reflections  arising  from  such  a scene,  but 
every  transaction  connected  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  day,  were  calculated  to  inspire 
with  reverence  the  coldest  and  most  disinte- 
rested spectators. 

At  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  bodies  were 
moved  from  the  U.  $.  sloop  of  war  Alert,  in 
the  following  order: 

Two  16  oared  and  one  12  oared  launch,  with 
marines,  a band  of  music,  and  officers, 
as  an  escort. 

A 12  oared  launch,  with  the  body  of  captain 
Lawrence,  supported  by  a barge, 
with  officers  on  each  side. 

A lauch  with  the  body  bf  lieutenant  Ludlow, 
supported  as  above. 

Twelve  barges  belonging  to  the  navy,  with 
officers  and  seamen. 

The  coffins  were  covered,  with  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  and  the  hats,  sworcls,  and  pistols  of 
the  deceased,  the  colors  half-mast,  the  music 
playing  a funeral  dirge,  and  the  rowers  dress- 
ed in  uniform. 

Minute  guns  were  fired  alternately  from 
the  Alert  and  the  navy-yard,  during  the  naval 
procession. 

The  bodies  were  landed  at  the'west  side  of 
the  battery,  and  taken  from  the  boats  and 
placed  on  hearses,  when  they  were  carried 
upon  £he  battery,  where  the  artillery  and  ca- 
yalry  of  the  city  were  paraded,  with  a number 
of  societies  to  receive  them,  and  minute  guns 
from  a detachment  of  artillery  ne.ar  the  flag- 
staff were  commenced,  and  a general  tolling 
of  the  bells  begun. 

A civil  and  military  procession  was  then 
formed,  composed  of  the  following  bodies,  viz: 
The  cavalry  dismounted. 

The  brigade  of  artillery,  flying  included. 
(Standards,  and  side-arms,  anu  music  in  mourning 
; and  a dead  march  played.) 

Society  of  Cincinnati. 

United  States  marines. 

Clergy  of  different  denominations. 

The  body  of  captain  La  whence,  with  pall-bearers, 
folio  wed.  by  16  sailors  with  a bier. 

The  body  of  lieutenant  Ludlow,  attended  in  the 
same  manner. 

Relatives  in  mourning. 

Alayor,  recorder  and  common  council,  escorted  by 
peace  officers. 

United  States  naval  officers. 

Seamen  Of  the  navy  and  flotilla. 

U.  {§.  marines. 

Navy  agent,  collector,  district  attorney,  &,c. 
Marine  Society. 

United  States  military  officers. 

New-York  militia  officers  not  on  other  duty. 

Masonic  Lodges. 

Tammany  Society. 

Columbian  Society. 

* Hamilton  Society. 

Washington  Society. 

(Banners  and  insignia  of  the  societies 
shrouded  in  crape.) 

Citizens. 


societies,  through  Greenwich  to  Chamber- 
street,  through  the  Park  to  Chatham-street, 
and  down  Broadway  to  Trinity-church ; 
where  the  burial  service  was  perfumed  by 
the  right  reverend  bishop  Hobart,  and  the 
bodies  consigned  to  the  earth,  under  a dis- 
charge of  musketry  from  a detachment  se- 
lected for  the  purpose.  The  colors  of  the 
public  and  private  shipping  in  the  harbor  and 
at  the  different  fortifications,  were  set  at  half 
mast  through  the  day,  and  the  tolling  of  the 
bells  and  firing  minute  guns  continued  till  the 
ceremonies  were  concluded. 

The  concourse  of  spectators  who  witnessed 
this  interesting  and  impressive  exhibition  was 
innumerable,  and  is  calculated  to  amount  to 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand.  The  streets  were 
lined,  the  windows  crowded,  and  many  roofs 
covered  with  citizens,  viewing  the  grand  and 
solemn  spectacle.  The  cavalcade  of  boats  in 
the  harbor,  from  its  novelty  in  particular, 
attracted  much  attention,  and  was  admired  by 
thousands  who  repaired  to  the  docks,  the  ship- 
ping and  the  stores,  to  view  it  on  its  passage. 

The  weather  was  fine,  and  no  accident,  that 
we  have  learned,  occurred  among  the  multi- 
tudes on  the  land  and  water,  who  were  out  on 
the  occasion. 

£f=*It  would  fill  a volume  to  insert  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  civic,  military  and  masonic 
honors  in  memory  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlozv. 
They  extended  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  The 
foregoing  may  suffice  to  preserve  an  idea  of 
what  tifhey  were. 


Lieutenant  Burrows. 

FROM  THE  PORT  FpLIO. 

There  are  few  events  more  peculiarly  cal- 
culated to  raise  the  mingled  sensations  of  ad- 
miration and  sorrow,  than  the  death  of  a vic- 
tor in  the  moment  of  his  glory.  When  defeat 
is  attended  with  death,  the  bereaved  mourn- 
ers have  at  least  one  consolation.  The  grave 
covers,  with  its  sable  pall,  the  fame  of  the  un- 
fortunate man,  and  protects  his  mouldering 
remains  from  persecuting  envy.  He  who, 
while  living,  might  have  been  doomed  to  en- 
counter the  assaults  of  detraction  and  insult, 
acquires  a sort  of  sanctity  from  the  shadows 
of  the  tomb,  where  even  malice  does  not  pen- 
etrate. But  how  interesting  is  the  character 
which  dies  in  the  moment  of  Lis  fame ! Death, 
which  was,  in  the  former  instance,  a protec- 
tion, now  robs  the  victor  of  his  glory;  and  of 
all  mankind,  the  conqueror  himself  is  the  on- 
ly party  cold  and  insensible  to  the  history  of 
his  fame.  When  every  eye  sparkles,  and 
every  cheek  is  flushed  with  delight,  when  we 
anticipate  the  warrior’s  return  with  kind 
greetings  and  cordial  salutations ; when  we 
are  preparing  the  laurels,  and  every  social  feel- 
ing is  kindled  into  action,  we  find  all  the  ray$ 
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his  glory  are  gleaming  on  the  temples  of  a lie  haa  undertaken  to  learn  the  art  of  draw- 
cold  and  insensible  corpse.  Death  obtrudes  ling  ; but  amidst  ail  the  instructions  of  hie 
his  obnoxious  front  in  the  midst  of  these  gay  | preceptor  in  that  science,  none  seemed  to  ar- 
and  exhilirating  images,  and  this  union  pre-  rest  the  attention  of  his  pupil  in  that  science 
sents  a chastened  feeling,  a temporate  sobrie- the  delineation  of  a ship  of  war.  His 
ty  of  joy.  I constitutional  reserve  availed  him  no  longer; 

William  Burrows  was  born  at  Render-  this  incident  afforded  an  outlet  to  those  pas- 
son,  near  Philadelphia,  on  the  sixth  day  of  sions  which  had  so  long  occupied  his  musing 
October,  in  the  year  1785.  His  father,  then  j and  solitary  hours.  With  astonishment  and 
in  possession  of  a large  property,  did  not  wish  } regret  his  father  discovered  the  cause  of  his 
to  coniine  the  genius  of  his  son  to  any  particu-'  contemplation  in  retirement,  and  of  that  in- 
lar  pursuit,  apprehending  that  the  paternal  I difference  which  he  discovered  to  his  allot - 
estate  would  he  amply  sufficient  to  his  sup- j ted  studies  and  pursuits.  He  labored  to 
port  in  the  style  and  character  of  a gentlemen,  [give  his  ambition  another  turn  ; but  the  pas 


Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  a season 
too  early  for  any  decided  indications  of  cha- 
racter to  present  themselves,  his  youthful  cu- 
riosity was  left  to  its  own  guidance  ; and  he 
dallied  with  books  as  he  would  with  other 
toys,  regarding  them  rather  as  matters  of 
amusement  than  as  objects  of  serious  concern. 
In  one  respect  only  did  his . parent  interfere 
with  these  pleasures.  Knowing  how  essen- 
tial to  the  character  of  a gentlemen  it  was  to 
become  familiar  with  the  living  languages, 
he  warmly  exhorted  his  son  to  turn  his  at- 
tention to  these,  and  in  this  he  but  partially 
succeeded. 

To  the  French,  for  which  the  father  was 
more  than  usually  solicitous  for  his  success, 
knowing  how  indispensable  that  accomplish- 
ment was,  the  son,  at  that  time,  betrayed  an 
insurmountable  reluctance.  In  the  acquisition 
of  the  German,  which  was,  with  his  parent, 
a secondary  object  only,  Burrows  was  more 
successful;  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
would  converse  in  that  language  as  fluently  as 
in  his  native  tongue 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  broad  out- 
lines of  his  early  years,  so  far  as  regards 
those  pursuits  which  often  have  an  import 
ant  bearing  in  the  formation  of  the  future 
character  of  the  man.  Certain  traits  now 
began  to  present  themselves  that  distinguish- 
ed his  future  life  ; a warm  and  benevolent 
heart  was  concealed  behind  a cold  and  repul- 


sion of  ocean  chivalry  was  now  too  deeply 
rooted,  and  all  his  efforts  were  unavailing. 
He  could  now  do  nothing  but  to  lend  his  aid 
to  the  gratification  of  a passion  he  was  inca- 
pable of  repressing  ; and  he  accordingly  se- 
conded his  application  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  for  an  office,  and  Burrows  was  appoint- 
ed a midshipman  in  November,  1799. 

He  now  eagerly  embraced  every  opportu- 
nity to  qualify  himself  for  the  service,  and 
devoted  his  hours  exclusively  to  the  study 
of  navigation.  But  the  time  was  too  short 
for  him  to  make  the  requisite  proliciency  in 
such  studies.  He  was  speedily  summoned  to 
more  active  duty,  for  in  January,  1300,  legs 
than  three  months  after  liis  appointment,  he 
received  orders  to  repair  on  board  the  sloop 
of  war  Portsmouth,  under  the  command  of 
captain  MacNeil,  which  was  then  bound  tp 
France.  At  this  time  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  he  could  be  persuaded  to  wear  the 
uniform  of  the  navy.  He  said,  that  he  was, 
as  yet  a raw  and  inexperienced  hand,  a mere 
novice  in  the  naval  service,  and  that  he  had 
done  nothing  to  entitle  him  to  such  honor. 
His  conception  was,  that  the  badges  of  his 
country’s  honor  should  be  worn  only  by  those 
who  had  signalized  themselves  in  her  service. 
He  professed  his  utter  contempt  for  those 
whose  ambition  extended  to  nothing  more  than 
an  uniform,  and  was  fearful  if  lie  adopted  it, 
that  his  own  pretensions  would  be  measured 


sive  exterior,  and  a cautious  guardedness  of  by  that  standard.  Nevertheless,  the  injunc- 
tions were  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded. 
The  anecdote  may  be  thought  incompatible 
with  the  gravity  of  biography  ; but  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  no  anecdote  which  pour- 
trays  character  can  possibly  be  unimportant ; 
and  in  this  we  see  indications  of  a future  hero, 
at  a period  before  he  himself  was  conscious  of 
the  fact. 

The  Portsmouth  dift  not  return  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  December,  1800.  Burrows 
now  became  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  be- 
coming better  acquainted  with  his  prepara- 
tory studies.  He  applied  for  a furlough,  and 


reserve.  Oh  the  subject  of  his  own  merits 
he  maintained  a severe  and  inflexible  silence, 
while  he  conv  ased  freely  and  fluently  on 
the  merits  of  hio  youthful  comrades  and  as 
soeiates. 

In  a boy  so  amiable,  and  withal  so  retired 
and  reserved,  little  did  his  parents  believe 
that  the  flame  of  ambition  was  burning 
strong  anjl  intense.  lie  would  be  often 
found  musing  and  solitary,  as  if  in  the  act  of 
conversing  with  his  own  thoughts  ; but  so 
ignorant  was  his  parent  of  his  predominant 


passion, 


that  he  labored  to  arouse  him  from 


what  he  apprehended  was  lethergy.  This  devoted  himself,  with  renewed  ardor,  to  the 
passion,  guarded  by  such  jealous  and  scru- j study  of  navigation.  In  this  short  interval 
pulous  reserve,  at  length  developed  itself  by  I allowed  him,  he  was  eminently  successful ; 
In  accident  that  fortune  threw  in  his  way  I *vorhe  had,  in  his  first  cruise,  amassed  much 
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practical  skill  and  knowledge,  which  he  was 
able  to  systematize  when  he  became  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  rudiments  and  elements  of 
his  art.  This  cruise  was  attended  with  anoth- 
er benefit : A residence  in  France  had  con- 
quered his  own  antipathy,  and  convinced  him 
of  the  necessity  of  the  repeated  injunctions  of 
his  parent,  to  become  master  ofthat  language 
He  now  availed  himself  of  such  opportuni- 
ties as  he  had  formerly  slighted  ; and,  in  the 
end,  he  was  able  to  converse  in  that  tongue 
with  fluency  and  grace. 

From  the  year  1800  to  1803  he  served  on 
board  different  ships  of  war,  in  cruises  some 
of  a long  and  some  of  a shorter  date,  unim- 
portant so  far  as  regards  the  glory  of  the  na- 
ty.  This  was,  notwithstanding,  a necessary 
school,  which  prepared  him  for  more  import- 
ant services.  During  these  periods,  when  no 
occasion  was  presented  for  the  exercise  of  the 
high  and  heroic  qualities,  his  habits  of  con- 
stitutional reserve  were  his  predominant 
characteristics.  It  was  a reserve  not  cold  and 
repulsive.  He  mingled  in  all  the  mirth,  con- 
viviality, and  good  humor  of  his  comrades, 
and  was  the  delight,  and  charm  of  their  soci- 
ety. Still  his  heart,  in  the  midst  of  such  in- 
dulgences, remained  as  locked  and  guarded  as 
ever,  and  those  with  whom  he  associated  could 
boast  no  more  of  his  confidence  than  those 
who  were  strangers  to  his  company. . It  at 
length  became  a proverb  among  his  associ- 
ates, that  of  a person  whose  character  was  in- 
scrutable, as  little  could  be  known  as  of  the 
character  of  Burrows. 

In  the  year  1803  he  Was  ordered  to  go  on 
board  the  frigate  Constitution,  bound  to  the 
Mediterranean,  commanded  by  commodore 
Preble.  This  gallant  officer  was  allowed  to 
possess  an  almost  intuitive  sagacity  in  the 
discernment  of  character.  Under  this  cold 
and  repellant  exterior,  his  penetrating  eye 
discerned  higher  qualities.  He  saw  in  that 
reserve  a character  of  noble  and  intrepid  dar- 
ing, which  was  only  waiting  a proper  season 
to  break  forth  in  all  its  resplendance.  Under 
these  impressions  Burrows  was  appointed  an 
Acting  lieutenant,  in  which  character  lie  serv- 
ed during  the  Tripoline  war.  This  period  was 
an  important  era  in  our  naval  service.  In 
proportion  to  the  smallness  of  the  force  we 
employed,  the  exercise  of  personal  skill  and 
bravery  became  more  indispensable.  We 
have  to  regret  that  the  particular  part  acted 
by  lieutenant  Burrows  in  this  warfare  is  not 
known  ; but  even  this  deficiency  of  informa- 
tion forms  another  trait  in  the  character  of 
this  officer.  He  maintained,  on  the  subject  of 
his  personal  exploits,  a silence  the  most  guard- 
ed and  pertinacious.  He  never  could  conde- 
scend to  become  the  herald  of  his  own  fame. 
While  he  was  just  to  the  merits  of  his  bro- 
ther officers,  he  was  unjust  to  his  own;  and 


very  rarely,  indeed,  could  he  be  induced  to 
:>pen  his  lips  upon  this  subject. 

As  every  thing  connected  with  the  Tripo- 
line war  has  now  become  interesting,  the  fol 
lowing  anecdote  may  be  pardoned,  although 
not  immediately  pertinent  to  the  subject  of 
the  present  biography: 

After  the  burning  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Philadelphia,  by  our  brave  countrymen , 
the  camion  belonging  to  her  were  afterwards 
weighed  up  by  the  Tripolitans,  and  planted  on 
their  batteries.  After  three  or  four  times 
firing  they  split  a sunder, directly  in  the  breach, 
leaving  part  of  the  pan  belonging  to  the 
touch-hole,  on  each  side,  and  were  thus  ren- 
dered perfectly  useless  ever  after. 

The  followinganecdotes  are  not  destitute  of 
amusement  : 

While  our  countrymen  were  prisoners  at 
Tripoli,  an  American  sailor  who  waited  on 
the  bashaw,  took  a peculiar  fancy  to  a gold 
Cup,  .from  whence  that  officer  drank  his  sher- 
bert.  He  watched  the  first  favorable  moment, 
seized  tlie  cup,  secreted  it  in  his  bosom,  and, 
as  he  was  departing,  he  was  detected  in  the 
theft.  When  he  was  examined  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  bashaw,  he  coolly  answered, 
Y our  excellency  must  know  that  I have  sworn 
in  every  possible  manner  to  distress  the  ene- 
mies of  my  country  ” 

The  bashaw  was  so  struck  with  his  cold 
intrepidity,  that  he  suffered  him  to  depart 
without  punishment. 

Another  of  the  American  tars  having  done 
some  slight  service  for  a Jew,  received  a 
draught  of  wine  from  a largo  jug,  by  way  of 
compensation.  Honest  Jack  was  so  enamor- 
ed with  the  wine,  that  he,  seized  the  first  fa- 
vorable moment  to-  carry  off  the  jug.  He 
related  the  adventure  to  Hassan,  the  com- 
mander of  the  guard,  who,  for  a stipend,  as 
usual  (which  was  nothing  more  than  theemp- 
ty  jug)  agreed  to  protect  him.  The  Jew  dis- 
covered the  theft,  applied  to  Hassan,  with  a 
description  of  the  person  on  whom  his  suspi- 
cion alighted.  The  officer  swore  by  the  beard 
of  Mahomet  to  punish  the  felon,  and  ordered 
all  the  American  slaves  to  pass  in  review  be- 
fore the  Jew.  Jack,  meanwhile,  had  shifted 
his  hat  and  jacket  with  a messmate,  and  partly 
shutting  one  eye,  turned  the  hack  part  of  the 
iris  under  his  lid.  With  the  greatest  unconcern 
of  physiognomy  he  passed  the  Jew,  who  seized 
him,  examined  him  cautiously,  turning  him 
round  several  times,  and  finally  dismissed 
him;  saying  that  this  was  not  the  culprit,  as 
he  only  had  one  eye:  but  the  Jew  was  ready 
to  swear,  upon  the  Pentateuch,  that  the  real 
culprit  was  the  brother  of  this  sailor.  No 
such  person  was  found  notwithstanding,  and 
the  righteous  judge  ordered  three  hundred 
lashes  to  be  inflicted  on  the  Jew,  for  thus  dar- 
ing to  inculpate  the  character  of  an  hiuocqnt 
man. 
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One  of  the  crew  of  the  Philadelphia  having  | 
obtained  a piece  of  Tripolitan  money,  made  a 
mould,  into  which  copper  was  cast,  taken 
from  the  bottom  of  that  frigate.  This  was 
rubbed  over  with  quicksilver,  and  coin  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  was 
cast  before  the  deception  was  discovered.  One 
of  the  pieces  was  brought  to  the  bashaw,  who 


the  infallible  precursor  of  wit  and  humor  , 
and  the  company,  on  a second  interview,  were 
sure  of  beholding  him  in  a character  entirely 
different  from  the  first.  By  this  happy  com- 
bination of  humor,  and  an  eccentricity  always 
sparkling,  and  always  various,  while  lie  ri- 
gidly enforced  all  the  provisions  of  the  em- 
bargo law,  he  acquired  the  confidence  and 


declared  that  he  could  do  nothing  with  the  j affection  of  the  inhabitants,  lie  relieved  the 
Americans  and  that  he  verily  believed  them  asperities  of  thj,s  unthankful  service  by  such 


to  be  devils  ! 

It  is  a remarkable  truth  that  whatever  was 
known  of  Burrows  was  known  from  other 
sources  than  himself  ;in  confirmation  of  which 
remark,  we  will  mention  the  striking  fact, 
that  none  are  more  ignorant  of  the  personal 
exploits  of  this  officer  than  his  own  immediate 
relatives.  He  professed,  on  all  occasions,  his 
contempt  of  those  officers  who  embraced  eve 
ry  opportunity  to  proclaim  their  own  merits, 
and  fearing,  lest  he  should  be  guilty  himself 
of  the  vice  he  so  severely  reprobated  in  others, 
he  renounced  conversation  on  such  subjects 
altogether. 

In  1807  lieutenant  Burrows  returned  from 
Tripoli  to  his  native  country;  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  attached  to  the  Philadel- 
phia station,  and  employed  in  the  bay  and  ri- 
ver Delaware,  as  commander  of  gun  boat  No. 
119.  It  became  then  his  duty  to  enforce  a 
rigid  observance  of  the  embargo  law.  In  a 
service  at  once  so  delicate  and  invidious,  he 
exhibited  traits  of  character,  of  which  we 
have  hitherto  especially  avoided  the  notice. 
His  wit  was  mingled  with  a species  of  whim 
that  may  more  properly  he  denominated  hu- 
mor. With  an  inflexible  gravity  of  face,  he 
weald  set  the  table  in  a roar  and  then  re- 
prove his  guests  for  the  turbulence  of  their 
mirth.  Not  a single  smile  would  enliven  the 
mournful  solemnity  of  his  visage,  while  all 
the  company  were  vociferous  in  their  joy.  In 
this  action  and  retroaction,  between  mock  so- 
lemnity and  uncontrol  able  mirth,  lieutenant 
Burrows  was  pre-eminent.  Under  the  pre- 
text of  repressing  the  mirth  of  conversation, 
he  enlivened  it  beyond  all  bounds.  W ith  this 
power  he  likewise  possessed  a curious  versa 
tili tv,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  assume  any 
character  he  thought  proper.  While  employ- 
ed in  a service  in  which  his  master  passion 
of  gffmrv  cou^  receive  no  gratification,  he  gave 
this  singular  species  of  whim  and  eccentrici- 
ty fu  l play.  He  would,  while  on  shore,  as- 
sume the  grave  and  saturnine  character  of 
the  severe  and  unbending  moralist,  or  the 
light  and  kiry  fop,  as  occasion  demanded. 


arts;  and  the  citizens,  while  buffering  under 
these  restrictions  imputed  no  blame  to  the 
officer  by  whom  they  were  enforced.  On  the 
contrary,  as  a testimonial  of  their  esteem  and 
affection,  they  supplied  him  with  the  best  pro- 
visions, for  thouse  of  the  men  whom  he  com- 
manded, and  were  incessant  in  their  invita- 
tions for  him  to  become  a guest  at  their  tables. 
When  he  waf  called  off  from  his  service,  it 
was  a subject  of  general  regret.. 

By  this  felicitous  combination  of  qualities, 
he  was  enabled  to  make  a painful  duty  an 
amusement.  The  inhabitants  found,  while  the 
laws  of  the  union  were  enforced,  that  this  was 
done  from  higher  and  more  honorable  motives 
than  personal  hostility  towards  them.  His 
moments  of  relaxation  from  duty  were  sedu- 
lously devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  their  con- 
fidence and  good  will,  and  to  render  the  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  him  by  duty,  less  pain- 
ful, irritating  and  severe  ^alternately  prevent- 
ing the  least  infractions  of  the  law,  and  then 
becoming,  at  their  tables,  a hospitable  guest, 
he  was  enabled  to  conciliate  their  esteem, 
while  he  rigidly  enforced  the  duties  of  Ids 
office. 

In  1809  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  frigate 
President  under  captain  Bainb  ridge.  From 
thi6  ship  he  was  transferred  to  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet  as  first  lieutenant,  under  captain 
Hunt.  In  a dangerous  and  heavy  gale,  his 
brother  officers  have  reported,  that  by  his  su- 
perior skill  and  intrepidity,  as  an  officer,  the 
ship  and  the  crew  were  both  preserved  from 
what  they  deemed  inevitable  destruction. 

In  his  promotion  to  a lieutenancy,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  himself  outranked  byhis 
junior  officers.  This  was  so  severely  wound- 
ing to  his  pride,  that  he  remonstrated  to  the 
proper  department  in  very  feeling  terms.  He 
stated  that  he  was  now  commanded  by  lieute- 
nants who  formerly  served  under  him  in  the 
Tripoline  war.  Errors  of  this  kind  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  redress,  however  just  may 
be  the  subject  of  complaint  To  withdraw  a 
commission  from  an  individual  on  whom  it  is 
conferred,  to  declare  an  office}*  unworthy  of  the 


Whatever  character  was  wanting  to  complete)  honor  thus  bestowed,  is  an  outrage  of  the 
the  conviviality  of  the  group,  when  assem-j  same  character  as  to  wantonly  place  a junior 
bled,  lieutenant  Burrows  was,  as  by  magic, j over  a senior  officer.  Whether  objections  of 
transformed  into  that  one.  By  this  happy  ver-i this  nature  weighed  with  the  government  we 


satility  of  talent  he  became,  a desirable  guest 
at  every  table,  and  wras  the  favorite  of  all 
classes  of  men.  His  approach  was  hailed  as 


know  not ; hut  certain  it  is,  the  remonstrances 
of  lieutenant  Burrows  for  redress  proved  inef- 
fectual. Finding  that  there  was  no  prospect 
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of  having  his  complaints  listened  to,  with  a 
favorable  ear,  he  was  induced  to  tender  his  re- 
signation to  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  at  the 
time  of  that  gentleman’s  going  out  of  office. — 
This  resignation  was  not  accepted  by  govern- 
ment, and  lieutenant  Burrows  had  now  no 
other  resource  left  than  to  bear  with  fortitude 
what  he  was  unable  to  remedy.  He  applied 
to  the  government  in  March  1812  for  a fur- 
lough, for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  a voyage 
to  India,  which  was  granted.  He  found  this 
indispensable,  as  his  circumstances  were,  at 
this  time,  somewhat  embarrassed;  and  he  ac- 
eprdingly  went  on  board  the  ship  Thomas 
Penrose, from  this  port  bound  to  Canton,  un- 
der the  command  of  captain  Ansley  of  this 
city  On  the  return  passage  the  ship  was  cap- 
tured and  carried  into  Barbadoes.  Lieutenant 
Burrows  arrived  in  the  United  States  on  his 
parole,  in  June,  1813,  and  in  the  succeeding 
month  was  regularly  exchanged. 

Shortly  after  this  exchange,  lieutenant  Bur- 
rows was  ordered  by  government  to  repair  to 
Portsmouth,  New- Hampshire,  and  to  take  the 
command  sf  the  United  States’  sloop  of  war 
Enterprize,  then  in  state  of  readiness  for  sea. 
His  mind  was  still  sore  with  a sense  of  his  unre- 
dressed grievance,  on  the  subject  of  his  rank. 
Bat  the  prospect  of  active  service  gratified  his 
master  passion,  the  love  of  glory,  which  sus- 
pended, for  a season,  all  other  considerations. 
He  declared,  to  an  intimate  friend,  that  he 
would  serve  during  the  war,  and  that  he  would 
then  dash  his  commission  in  the  fire.  The  pre- 
sent moment  was,  however,  too  precious,  and 
the  objects  it  presented  too  important  to  be 
sacrificed  to  sucli  minor  feelings  and  he 
promptly  acceded  to  his  appointment. 

The  Enterprize  left  the  harbor  of  Ports- 
mouth on  the  fifth  of  September  last.  On  the 
next  day  she  fell  in  with  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s brig  the  Boxer,  mounting  sixteen  eighteen 
pound  carronades  and  two  long  nine  pounders. 
The  Boxer  fired  a shot  as  a challenge,  hoisted 
English  colors  and  immediately  bore  down 
upon  the  Enterprize.  The  American  vessel 
was  now  employed  in  tacking  and  making  pre- 
parations for  action.  Having  obtained  the 
weather  gage,  she  manoeuvred  for  some  time 
to  try  her  sailing  and  ascertaining  the  force  of 
her  antagonist.  At  length  she  shortened  sail, 
hoisted  three  ensigns,  and  fired  three  shot  in 
answer  to  the  challenge.  The  action  now  grew 
warm;  the  Boxer  bore  within  half  pistol  shot 
of  the  Enterprize,  and  giving  three  cheers  fired 
her  starboard  broadside.  She  was  answered 
by  three  cheers  and  a larboard  broadside  from 
the  Enterprize,  and  the  action  became  general. 
The  Enterprize  having  the  advantage  of  the 
wind,  ranged  ahead  of  her  enemy,  rounded  too 
on  the  larboard  tack,  and  commenced  a raking 
broadside.  The  enemy’s  maintopsail  and  top- 
sail-yards came  down,  and  the  Enterprize 
taking  a position  on  the  starboard  haw  of  the 


Boxer,  and  opening  a raking  fire,  compelled 
the  enemy  to  cry  out  for  quarter.  Their  co- 
lors were  nailed  to  the  mast  and  could  not  be 
hauled  down.  This  action  was  continued  for 
45  minutes,  during  which  time  the  Boxer  re- 
ceived much  damage  in  sails,  rigging,  spars, 
and  hull.  The  Enterprize  had  but  one  eigh- 
teen pound  shot  in  her  hull,  one  in  her  main- 
mast, and  one  in  her  foremast.  Her  sails 
were  much  cut  with  grape  shot,  and  a great 
number  of  grape  were  lodged  in  her  side.  The 
Boxer  had  twenty  eighteen  pound  shot  in  the 
hull,  most  of  them  at  the  water  edge,  with  se- 
veral stands  of  eighteen  pound  grape  shot  in 
her  side.  Lieutenant  Macall  states  our  loss 
to  have  been  four  killed,  and  ten  wounded. 
The  number  killed  on  board  the  Boxer  is  un- 
certain; the  same  officer  states  from  the  best 
information  which  he  was  able  to  procure, 
that  there  were  of  the  enemy,  between  twenty 
and  twenty-fivb  killed  and  fourteen  wounded. 

There  is  a curious  and  singular  coincidence 
between  the  two  actions  of  the  Shannon  with 
the  Chesapeake,  and  the  Enterprize  with  the 
Boxer.  In  both  cases  the  challenge  was  given 
by  our  enemies.  In  the  latter  case  the  fact  we 
conceive  to  have  been  indisputably  proved, 
by  nailing  the  colors  to  the  mast.  In  the  for- 
mer case,  the  three  first  officers  onboard  of 
the  American  ship  were  disabled,  from  their 
w^ounds,  from  attending  to  their  duty.  Com- 
modore Broke,  in  his  account  of  his  action, 
states,  that  the  Americans  fought  with  despe- 
ration, but  with  disorder.  The  Chesapeake 
had  a crew  on  board  almost  in  a state  of  mu- 
tiny; these  men  had  not  been  habituated  to 
their  officers,  and  is  it  wonderful  that  with  such 
a crew,  and  with  officers  thus  disabled,  the 
frigate  should  have  been  surrendered  when 
she  was  boarded  ? In  the  case  of  the  Enter- 
prize,  the  erew  had  been  previously  trained  to 
the  exercise  of  their  guns,  and  the  superiority- 
of  their  fire  was  firmly  established,  in  the  su- 
perior damage  sustained  by  the  Boxer.  While 
our  hearts  were  dejected  by  the  loss  we  sus- 
tained in  the  Chesapeake,  and  her  gallant 
commander,  the  American  glory  rises  upon 
us  from  the  ocean  again  in  all  its  pristine 
splendor.  We  have  no  wish  to  exaggerate 
the  bravery  of  our  officers,  or  the  character  of 
our  navy,  but  unless  it  is  a proof  of  patriotism 
to  lament  at  the  downfall  of  our  countrymen, 
and  to  preserve  a sullen  silence  when  they  are 
triumphant,  we  conceive  ourselves  fully  jus- 
tified in  the  remarks  we  have  made. 

At  the  first  fire  lieutenant  Burrows  was 
mortally  wounded  by  a musket  ball;  here- 
fused,  notwithstanding  to  be  carried  below, 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  action  his  life- 
blood was  streaming  on  the  deck.  With  his 
dying  lips  he  requested  that  the  flag  might 
never  be  struck.  When  the  sword  of  his  gal- 
lant enemy  was  presented  to  him,  he  clasped 
'his  hands  together,  and  exclaimed,  “ I sa- 
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tisfied — I die  contented.”  He  was  then  car 
ried  below4,  and  expired  shortly  after.  Cap- 
tain lilyth,  of  the  Boxer,  who  was  killed  by  a 
cannon  ball,  wras  one  of  the  supporters  of  the 
pall  at  the  funeral  of  the  unfortunate  Lawrence. 
These  brave  men  having  paid  the  debt  which 
they  owe  to  their  respective  countries,  row 
slumber  side  by  side,  and  await  the  day  of  re- 
surrection together, 

[Here  follows  the  account  of  the  burial  of 
iieutenant  Burrow’s  and  captain  Blyth  at  Port- 
land, at  which  equal  respect  was  paid  to  the 
Victor  and  the  vanquished,  for  their  valor.] 

This  pride  of  lofty  courtesy*  between  na 
tions  at  war,  serves,  in  some  measure,  to  abate 
the  miseries  with  which  it  is  attended.  It 
produces  an  elevation  of  feeling,  and  every 
American  participates  in  such  dignity  when  he 
eonteir/plates  the  spectacle. 

Republics  have  been  reproached  with  in- 
gratitude. Let  us  fondly  cherish  the  hope  that 
such  an  imputation  will  not  alight  upon  us. 
The  following  resolution  has  unanimously 
passed  both  houses  of  congress  : 

“ Resolved , by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America, 
m congress  assembled.  That  the  president  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  present  to 
the  nearest  male  relation  of  lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Burrow's,  and  to  lieutenant  Edw  in  R. 
MkCall,  of  the  brig  Enterprise,  a gold  medal , 
with  suitable  emblems  and  devices;  and  a silver 
medal,  with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to  each 
of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  aforesaid 
vessel;  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  congress,  of  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew,  in  the  conflict 
with  the  British  sloop  Boxer,  on  the  4th  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen.  And  the  president  is 
also  requested  to  communicate  to  the  nearest 
male  relation  of  lieutenant  Burrow’s,  the  deep 
regret  which  congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  that 
valuable  officer,  who  died  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory, nobly  contending  for  his  country’s  rights 
and  fame  ” 

It  is  rare  to  find  a character  more  distinct- 
ly defined.  High-minded  men  usually  betray 
their  predominant  passion  by  a proud  and  re- 
pellent dignity  of  deportment  They  mani 
fest,  by  a cold  and  distant  reserve,  that  they 
are  not,  as  Shakspeare  says,  enumerated  in 
the  roll  of  ordinary  men,  A certain  jealous 
sense  of  this  dignity  prevents  colloquial  free- 
dom, and  renders  their  characters  inaccessible 
to  all  but  those  wTho  aspire  to  their  friendship. 
Lieutenant*  Burrows,  with  all  his  habits  of  re- 
serve, appears  to  have  had  nothing  of  this.  He 
could  accommodate  himself  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  wras  placed,  and  suspend 
the  exercise  of  his  darling  passion  when  the 
season  would  admit  of  its  indulgence.  At  such 
times,  by  a happy  mixt  ure  of  humor  and  whim, 
he  was  able  to  extract  amusement  from  the 
Sttr.  Vdi,V  V. 
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<most  painful  and  reluctant  dutj’.  This  was 
[manifested  by  his  conduct  while  enforcihg  the 
provisions  of  the  embargo  act.  Ilis  higher 
qualities  then  availed  him  nothing,  and  be 
laid  them  aside.  Those  who  frequented  his 
society  at  that  time  beheld  in  him  nothing  but 
the  amiable  aiid  facetious  companion,  abound- 
ing w ith  original  humor  and  wit.  As  the  hour 
of  danger  approximated,  all  these  levities  weie 
thtown  aside,  and  the  hero  wras  left  in  his  pro- 
per colors,  sparkling  dnd  luminous.  Ilis  orb, 
emerging  from  the  light  aiid  sportive  clouds 
that  fitted  over  his  disk,  acquired,  from  the 
surrounding  shadows  of  death^more  majesty 
and  grandeur  of  lustre.  His  heroism  main* 
tained  a long  and  obstinate  contest  with  th6 
king  of  terrors;  and  lie  was  only  cold  and  in- 
sensible to  tli e charms  of  glory  when  he  w’as 
invested  with  the  coldness  and  insensibility  of 
death. 

It  is  to  he  lamented  that  h@  likeness  of  [his 
distinguished  officer  now’  exists.  Our  sensibi- 
lities on  such  occasions  have  a degree  of  vague- 
ness and  indistinctness,  when  such*"  portraits 
are  wanting.  The  mind,  in  cases  like  the  pre- 
sent, labors  to  supply  tlie  defect,  and  to  form 
to  itself  a sort  of  sensible  image ; for  we  never 
read  of  high  and  illustrious  actions  without 
associating  them  with  a body. 


Life  of  Captain  Allen. 

FROM  THE  PORT  FOLIO. 

The  glare  of  victory  is  always  enticing  and 
beautiful.  Whether  the  hero  who  was  suc- 
cessful m this  struggle  falls  or  survives,  he  i^ 
sure  of  the  plaudits  of  admiring  millions.  He 
wears  t&e  laurel  on  his  brow,  Or  it  is  wreathed 
by  the  hands  of  a grateful  country  round  the 
urn  that  contains  his  ashes.  Victory  ahvay^ 
brings  with  it,  its  ow’n  reward : and  to  those 
who  have  the  nobleness  to  esteem  a good  name 
dearer  than  life,  the  loss  of  life  itself  is  more 
than  remunerated  by  the  reverence  which  is 
paid  to  their  memories. 

But  there  i^  another  class  Of  men  who  havd 
still  more  potent  claims  on  the  gratitude  oftheitf 
countryfhen.  The  itian  wffio  bravely  contends 
to  the  last,  and,  w hen  he  finds  defeat  inevitable; 
sacrifices  his  life  for  his  country,  if  entitled  to* 
all  that  reverence  which  the f proudest  victory 
could  yield.  He  has  no  animating  thoughts 
to  sooth  his  dying  hours:  fhe  prize  for  which 
he  contends  is  rifled  from  him:  and  his  fast  re- 
ceding existence  admonishes  him  that  he  never 
will  retrieve  the  loss  which  he  now  suffers;. 
Glory,  that  capricious  goddess,  whom  he  ha$ 
followed  so  long,  and  with  such  devotion*  aban- 
dons hbii  in  his  dying  moments.  It  then  be-' 

| comes  a grateful  country,  entertaining  an  ho-  - 
Inorable  jealousy  of  such  noble  feeling3,  to  To' 
kind  to  the  ashes  cf  such  men. 

William  Henry  Allen,  whom  it  has  becomd 
our  painful  duty  to  notice,  was  both  at  Pr6vk 
TP 
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dence,  Rhode-Island,  on  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1781.  His  father,  William  Allen,  on  the! 
breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  troubles,  was  I 
appointed  a lieutenant  in  the  army.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  army  until  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  commanded  the  Rhode-Island  line 
of  troops  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  when  he 
was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major.  He  was 
present  and  actively  engaged  in  most  of  the 
battles  which  were  fought  during  our  revolu- 
tionary war;  and,  in  1786,  was  appointed,  by 
congress,  senior  officer  of  the  legionary  corps 
raised  in  Rhode-Island.  In  the  year  1799,  he 
was  appointed,  by  the  legislature  of  that  state, 
brigadier-general  of  militia. 

Although  it  is  not  a subject  immediately 
connected  with  the  present  biographic  sketch, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  that  major 
Allen  had,  for  a short  time,  the  charge  of  the 
unfortunate  Andre.  He  sat  up  with  him  the 
whole  night  previous  to  his  execution:  Andre 
conversed  with  him  on  a variety  of  subjects, 
in  which  he  uniformly  spoke  of  the  American 
character  in  terms  of  the  strongest  respect, 
and  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  kindness 
and  delicacy  with  which  he  was  treated  during 
his  confinement.  So  affecting  was  the  interview 
to  major  Allen,  that,  to  this  day,  he  cannot 
relate  the  circumstances  without  great  emo- 
tion. 

The  mother  of  William  Henry  Allen  was  the 
sister  of  the  present  governor  of  Rhode-Island. 
It  was  the  intention  of  his  parents  that  Henry 
should  have  received  a liberal  education;  and 
he  went  through  the  preparatory  studies.  He 
panted,  however,  for  more  active  life;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  pressing  remonstrances  of 
his  parents,  he  entered  the  navy,  as  a midship- 
man, in  May,  1800. 

In  three  months  after  his  appointment  he 
was  ordered  on  board  the  frigate  George 
Washington,  commanded  by  captain  Bain- 
bridge,  to  carry  presents  to  the  dey  of  Algiers. 
On  his  departure  he  writes  to  his  father,  “ I 
now  bid  you  a short  adieu;  but  should  it  be 
the  last,  you  shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear 
of  my  good  conduct  in  my  station  as  an  officer 
and  as  a gentleman.”  This  cruise  was  attend 
ed  with  peculiarity  of  incident.  The  demand 
of  the  dey  of  Algiers,  that  the  frigate  should 
be  employed  in  carrying  his  presents  to  the 
grand  seignior  at  Constantinople,  and  the  un- 
availing reluctance  and  remonstrances  of 
captain  Bainbridge,  are  circumstances  gene 
rally  known.  It  was  the  first  time  that  the 
flag  of  an  American  frigate  had  waved  in  the 
harbor  of  Constantinople.  The  fine  order  of 
the  ship,  and  the  excellent  discipline  observed 
among  the  officers  and  men,  tended  to  impress 
very  high  ideas  of  the  American  character,  in 
a quarter  of  the  world  where  before  it  was  un- 
known. 

Commodore  Bainbridge  returned  to  Ame- 
rica on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1801,  when  a 


reduction  of  the  navy  ensued.  In  eight  days 
after  the  return  of  the  subject  of  the  present 
memoir,  and  while  he  was  solacing  himself  in 
the  hope  of  once  more  visiting  his  family  and 
friends,  he  was  ordered  on  board  the  Philadel 
phia,  under  the  command  of  captain  Baron, 
to  scour  the  Mediterranean  sea  again.  He 
bade  to  his  friends  a cordial  adieu,  and  enter- 
ed on  the  service  with  that  promptitude  that 
ever  distinguished  him.  INotliing  material 
transpired  during  the  cruise.  Ihe  ship  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  June,  1802.  For  the  first  time,  after 
his  entry  into  the  service  of  his  country,  was 
he  now  enabled  to  enjoy  the  society  of  his 
friends,  and  to  visit  his  pa  ternal  abode.  This, 
however,  was  but  a short  repose  allowed  him 
from  the  fatigues  and  naval  service,  for  in  Oc- 
tober, 1802, he  sailed  in  thefrigate  John  Adams, 
commanded  by  captain  Rodgers  to  visit,  for  the 
third  time,  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 
From  his  letters,  during  this  period,  we  shall 
make  only  two  extracts: 

“ During  our  stay  at  Malta  we  had  an  op- 
portunity of  visiting  most  of  the  public  build 
ings ; and  amongst  the  rest,  the  superb  church 
of  St.  John.  The  floor  is  laid  in  different  co- 
lored marble,  in  Mosaic,  representing  tomb 
stones  of  the  different  knights  who  distinguish 
ed  themselves  in  fighting  and  in  falling  in  de- 
fence of  Christianity,  against  the  infidels.  On 
every  side  there  is  a Latin  inscription,  describ- 
ing his  death.  The  walls  are  "hung  with  the 
most  superbly  embroidered  tapestry,  repre- 
senting the  birth,  crucifixion,  and  ascension  of 
our  Saviour.  The  death  of  the  saints  is  like- 
wise represented  in  the  same  manner,  and  they 
appear  like  the  most  beautiful  paintings.  The 
wings  are  divided  into  chapels;  and  here  they 
show  us  crosses  and  saints  in  abundance,  and 
the  rich  attire  of  the  bishops  and  clergy,  em  - 
broidered with  gold.  In  an  inner  chapel  we 
were  shown  a number  of  relics,  one  of  which 
they  declared  was  a fragment  of  the  cross  on 
which  our  Saviour  was  crucified;  another  was 
the  palm  of  the  hand  of  St.  John.  The  body 
of  St.  Clement  was  exposed,  lying  in  state. 
This  was  a room  that  the  French  soldiers  did 
not  penetrate : it  is  said  that  they  robbed  this 
church  of  half  a million.” 

During  this  voyage,  he  was  informed,  by  bis 
correspondent,  of  a report  which  afterwards 
proved  to  be  unfounded,  that  a younger  officer 
was  advanced  over  his  head.  This  is  the  man- 
ly reply  of  a boy  of  seventeen:  “ I am  too  well 
grounded  in  old  piinciples  to  mind  sucli  as 
saults  now.  If  the  government  decide  thus,  I 
can  say  amen,  with  all  my  heart.” 

Commodore  Rodgers  returned  from  his 
cruise  in  December,  1803., 

Early  in  the  year  1804  he  was  ordered  on 
board  thefrigate  Congress,  lying  at  Washing- 
ton, of  which  he  was  appdinted  sailing-master. 
This  frigate  sailed  on  the  1st  of  July,  under 
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the  command  of  captain  Rodgers,  for  the  Me- 
diterranean. On  the  outward  bound  passage, 
while  the  ship  was  lying  too,  in  a violent  gale, 
Allen  was  on  the  foreyard  assisting  the  sailors 
in  taking  in  a reef.  Letting  fall  that  part  of 
the  sail  on  which  he  had  hold,  he  was  precipi- 
tated head-long  into  the  sea,  to  the  depth  of 
twenty  feet,  passing  in  his  fall  very  near  the 
anchor  on  the  bow.  Fortunately  he  arosie  near 
the  mizen  chains,  and,  by  taking  hold  of  them, 
narrowly  escaped  inevitable  death,  as  the  ship 
was  then  drifting  very  fast.  W bile  cruising  off 
the  coast  <»f  Tripoli,  captain  Rodgers  intended, 
if  the  command  should  have  devolved  on  him,  in 
consequence  of  the  illness  of  commodore  Ba- 
ron, an  attack  on  that  place.  He  took  Allen 
with  him  in  the  schooner  to  take  the  sound- 
ings, preparatory  to  the  anticipated  assault. 
They  entered  the  harbor  with  muffled  oars ; 
and,  after  taking  a sounding,  and  complete 
survey,  they  passed  so  near  the  Tripoline  gun- 
boats, that  they  distinctly  heard  the  men  con- 
versing below.  They  also  heard  the  sentinels 
on  the  walls  of  the  battery  conversing  together. 
As  they  were  returning  from  the  harbor,  a 
heavy  gale  sprang  up,  and  they  had  a narrow 
escape  to  the  Nautilus,  which  vessel  was  then 
in  the  very  act  of  leaving  her  position.  During 
this  cruise,  which  extended  from  1804  to  1806, 
Allen  thus  writes  to  his  correspondent: 

“ I was  while  at  Lisbon,  witness  to  a verv 
ludicrous  ceremony.  My  ears  were  saluted 
by  the  hoarse  chaunting  of  some  Portuguese 
sailors,  and  I perceived  about  twenty  in  num- 
ber approaching,  bearing  a large  topsail, bare- 
foot with  their  hats  in  their  hands,  into  which 
the  multitude  would  now  and  then  drop  a six- 
pence, to  save  their  souls  from  purgatory.  On 
enquiry,  I was  informed,  that  it  was  a custom 
amongst  them,  when  overtaken  by  a violent 
gale  at  sea,  instead  of  trusting  to  their  own 
exertions,  to  offer  up  their  prayers  to  their 
guardian  saint,  and  to  promise  him  the  best 
.sail  in  tfce  ship  if  he  would  condescend  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  dangers  of  the  element. 
The  topsail  was  then  taken  to  the  church  in 
-the  manner  described,  laid  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  and  dedicated  to  the  saint.  It  was  then 
appraised  by  an  old  friar,  who,  unwilling  to 
distress  the  votaries  of  old  mother  Church, 
accepted,  as  an  equivalent,  in  money,  one  half 
of  its  nominal  value.  The  saint  lias,  by  this 
time  become  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of  sail  cloth.” 

In  the  month  of  October,  1805,  captain  Rod- 
gers removed  to  the  frigate  Constitution,  and 
assumed  the  command  of  the  squadron,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  return  of  captain  Baron  to  the 
United  States.  Mr  . Allen  also  removed  to  the 
Constitution,  and  was  promoted  to  a lieute- 
nancy. In  a cruise  off  Capanea,  lieutenant 
Allen  in  company  with  commodore  Rodgers, 
visited  Mount  iEtna.  Ascending  the  south 
^ide  of  the  mountain,  the  wind,  ivhile  blowing 
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from  the  north,  covered  that  side  of  their  bo- 
dies exposed  to  its  violence,  with  frost  while 
the  other  remained  perfectly  tree.  Descend- 
ing, they  lost  their  way  amongst  fields  of  lava, 
but  were  found  by  the  monks  in  the  convents 
below.  Lieutenant  Allen  likewise  visited 
Mount  Vesuvius,  and  the  cities  of  Hercula- 
neum, and  Pompeia.  He  served  as  third  lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Constitution,  and  return- 
ed in  that  frigate  to  the  United  States  in  the 
year  lUV 

During  these  several  cruises  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, although  nothing  transpired  on  board 
of  the  frigates  where  lieutenant  Alien  was  sta- 
tioned that  might  fairly  be  denominated  naval 
glory,  still  a peculiarity  of  circumstances  gave 
a lofty  and  elevated  tone  to  the  feelings  of  all 
the  officers.  An  American  squadron  in  the 
waters  of  the  Mediterranean  was  itself  a no- 
velty. That  squadron  was  small,  and  it  was 
destined  to  pass  under  the  review  and  strict 
scrutiny  of  English  ships  of  war  occasionally 
stationed  in  those  seas,  and  passing  the  straits 
of  Gibraltar.  Personal  courage,  skill,  and  cor- 
rectness of  discipline,  could  alone  ensure  them 
respect  in  a company  so  illustrious;  and  to 
these  points  all  their  efforts  were  directed. 
They  felt  the  high  responsibility  attached  to 
their  station;  and  knowing  how  important  the 
first  impression  of  a national  character  was, 
they  acted  up  to  that  dignity  w’hich  the  occa- 
sion required. 

After  this  lqng  and  fatiguing  cruise,  he  was 
permitted,  for  a short  time,  to  visi.t  his  friends 
and  relations  in  Providence.  In  February, 
1807,  he  received  orders  from  government  to 
join  the  frigate  Chesapeake,,  commanded  by 
i captain  Baron,  then  fitting  out  at  Washington, 
jfor  the  straits.  He  remained  at  Philadelphia 
while  the  ship  was  preparing  for  sea,  during 
I which  time  he  was  busily  employed  in  recruit- 
ing men  for  the  service,  and  then  entered  as 
third  lieutenant.  The  circumstances  precede 
ing  and  succeeding  the  attack  on  the  Chesa* 
peake,  by^  the  Leopard,  are  thus  detailed  by 
lieutenant  Allen,  in  a letter  to  his  correspcn-. 
dent : 

“ On  Monday,  June  22d,  we  weighed  anchor 
and  stood  to  sea.  The  Chesapeake  had,  on 
this  day,  twenty-eight  eighteen  pounders 
mounted  on  the  gun-deck,  twelve  thirty-two 
pound  carronades  on  the  quarter-deck,  and 
had,  fitted  for  those  guns  three  hundred  and 
twenty  cartridges,  thirteen  powder  horns  (not 
sufficiently  filled)  and  matches  ready  for  action. 
All  these  were  in  the  magazine,  and  the  keys 
in  charge  of  the  captain,  as  usual,  and  which 
are  never  delivered  to  any  but  the  gunner,  by 
the  captain,  for  fear  of  accidents.  In  the  cable 
ties,  and  around  the  foremast,  one  thousand 
wads,  and  spunges;  the  guns  loaded  and  shotted 
but  of  course  not  primed.  Round  shots  in  the 
lockers  were  ready  on  deck,  with  a box  of  cam 
ister  for  each  gun.  At  3,  the  Leopard  came 
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within  hail : at  half  past  three  the  boat  came 
on  board,  with  a ejqmand  from  captain  Hum- 
phries for  permission  to  search  the  Chesapeake 
for  deserters;  concluding  his  orders  by  saying, 

I enclose  you  the  orders  of  the  admiral  on 
this  subject ; any  comment  from  me  would  be 
superfluous.  But  1 trust  that  your  answer  will  be 
of  a nature  thdt  will  prevent  me,  in  the  execution 
of  my  duty,  from  interrupting  the  amity  at  pre- 
sent subsisting  between  the  two  nations.”  The 
orders  of  the  admiral  were,  “ Y ou  >viU  .offer  to 
the  commander  of  the  Chesapeake  w mutual 
search;  and  in  any  event,  to  take  the  men  des- 
cribed, wherever  they  may  be  found  ” Here  was 
a demand  which' our  commodore  knew  he  must 
absolutely  and  positively  refuse.  VV  hy  did  he 
hot  order  his  men  beat  to  quarters;  detain  the 
lieutenant  and  his  boat  until  we  were  ready  for 
action?  But  no!  he  gave  a positive  refusal, 
which,  in  composing,  penning,  and  copying, 
detained  the  lieutenant  half  an  hpur.  Our 
coniinodore  did  nort  order  his  men  beat  to  quar- 
ters until  the  first  gun  was  fired,  nor  until  then 
was  thp  key  delivered  to  the  gunner,  all  the 
officers  remaining  at  this  time  in  perfect  igno- 
rance of  the  contents  of  the  note.  I was  at  the 
galley  (the  camboose)  and  snatched  a coal  from 
the  flames,  fifed  the  only  gun,  which  went 
through  the  wardroom  of  the  English  ship. 
A shot  came  into  us,  and  struck  a man  on  the 
breast — he  fell  at  my  feet,  covering  me  with 
blood  and  splinters  of  bones.  One  of  my  gun- 
ners suffered  severely;  one  bad  his  leg  carried 
alvay,  two  an  arm  each,  and  two  more  were 
wounded  severely— five  out  of  eight.  After 
one  gun,  one  single  gun  was  fired,  we  struck, 
by  order  of  the  captain;  who  then  called  his 
officersinto  the  cabin,  and  asked  their  opinions. 
My  answer  was,  “Sir,  you  have  disgraced  us” 
Lieutenant  Allen  drew  up  the  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  demanded  a court  of  in- 
quiry to  be  called  upon  the  captain.*  Tips 
was  favorably  received,  and  a compliance  pro- 
mised. The  secretary  said  that u their  commu- 
nication did  them  honor,  and  their  request 


* The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter,  addressed  by  the  officers  of 
the  wardroom  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy: 

> “ Late  United  States’’  ship  Chesapeake , 

Hampton  Hoads,  June , 23,  1807. 

Sir-- The  undersigned,  oncers  ox  the  late  United  States’  ship 
Chesapeake,deeply  sensible  of  the  disgrace  which  must  he  attached  to 
the  late  (in  their  opinion)  premature  surrender  of  the  United  States’ 
ship  Chesapeake,  of  4 ) guns,  to  the  English  ship  of  war  Leopard, 
©f  SO  guns,  without  then-  previous  knowledge  or  consent;  ami  de- 
sirous of  proving  to  their  country,  and  the  world  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  all  the  undersigned  to  have  rendered  themselves  worthy  of 
the  flag  under  Vrhifch  they  have  the  honor  to  serve,  by  a determined 
resistance  to  an  unjust  demand,  to  request  the  honorable  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  to  order  a court  of  inquiry  into  their  conduct. 
At  the  same  time  they  are  compelled,  hy  imperious  duty,  hy  the 
honor  of  their  flag,  by  the  honor  of  their  countrymen,  and  by  all 
that  is  dear  to  themselves,  to  request  that  an  order  may  be  issued 
for  the  arrest  of  commodore  James  Baron,  on  the  charges  herewith 
Exhibited,  which  the  undersigned  pledge  themsel  ves  to  prove  true.” 
“ J-  Qn  the  probability  of  an  engagement,  for  neglecting  to  clear 
his  ship  for  action.  ‘ ... 

“ 2 Tor  not  doing  his  utmost  to  take  or  to  destroy  a vessel  which 
vvp  conceive  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done. 

' ' “ BENJAMIN  SMITH,  1st  lieutenant, 

“ WILLIAM  CRANE;  2d  lieutenant. 

“ WILLIAM  HENRY  ALLEN,  3d  lieut. 
“I.  OftDE  CREIGHTON,  4th  lieut. 

“ SIDNEY  SMITH,  5th  lieutenant, 
r SAMUEL  BROOKES,  saiUn§-hyister.?» , 


should  be  properly  attended  to.”  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  of  the  excoriated  state  of  lieutenant 
Allen's  mind  at  this  time.  Let  this  youthful 
officer  speak  from  the  grave,  and  give  utte- 
rance to  his  feelings.  In  two  days  after  the  ac- 
tion, he  writes  to  his  correspondent,  “ To  see 
so  many  brave  men  standing  to  their  quarters, 
amidst  the  blood  of  their  butchered  and  wound- 
ed countrymen,  and  hear  their  cries,  without 
the  means  of  avenging  them ! and  when  in  3 
minutes,  we  could  have  avenged  them!  to  have 
the  flag  of  my  country  disgraced!  Was  it, for 
this  that  I have  continued  so  long  in  the  ser- 
vice, contrary  to  the  wishes  of  all  my  friends! 
To  be  so  mortified,  humbled,  cut  to  the  soul ! 

Y es,  to  have  the  finger  of  scorn  pointing  at  me 
as  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Chesapeake!  But 
do  not  think,  my  friend,  that  I feel  I have  not 
done  my  duty.  Perish  the  thought!  I proudly 
feel  that  I would  have  willingly  given  my  tri- 
fling life  an  offering  for  the  wounded  honor  of 
my  country.”  “ Oh,”  he  exclaims  in  another 
letter,  “ when  I act  like  this,  may  I die  unpitied 
and  forgotten,  and  no  tear  be  shed  to  my  me- 
mory. May  I lie  on- some  barren  shore,  and 
may  my  bones  whiten  in  the  sun,  be  pelted  by 
the  pitiless  storm,  and  may  the  name  of  Allen 
be  blasted  with  infamy.”  “ If  1 am  acquitted 
honorably  (says  he,  while  writing  to  his  father, 
in  other  words,  if  captain  Baron  is  condemned) 
you  may  see  me  again,  if  not,  never.”  “We 
lay  here,  (says  he,  in  another  letter)  ready,  at 
a moment’s  warning,  to  wipe  from  our  flag 
that  disgrace  that  has  been  entailed  upon  it 
by  our  blood.  When  I suffer  my  memory  to 
dwell  on  this,  I feel  that  I pan  trifle  with  exis- 
tence at  pleasure.”  At  length  this  question 
was  put  to  rest,  by  the  condemnation  of  Barpn, 
on  which  lieutenant  Allen  makes  this  dry  re- 
mark: “ How  the  court  can  reconcile  some 
passages  of  their  opinion  with  others  I know 
not,  unless  cowardice  can  be  divided  into  twq 
kinds,  personal  and  official.” 

At  the  time  of  the  sailing  pf  the  Chesapeake* 
the  United  States  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  The  government,  however,  intended 
to  maintain  constantly  in  the  Mediterranean 
a small  naval  force,  occasionally  to  visit  the 
coast  of'  Barbary.  The  knowledge  of  such  a 
force  m their  vicinity  would  have  the  effect  to 
restrain  their  hostility.  This  measure  was  sa- 
lutary and  judicious  in  another  point  of  view; 
it  usefully  and  advantageously  employed  the 
young  officers,  who  were  thus  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  their  profession,  and  qualifying 
themselves  to  render  service  to  their  country 
thereafter.  Our  ships  in  the  Mediterraneaii 
had  heretofore  been  furnished  vrith  supplies  at 
an  expence  which  was  deemed  heavy:  as  we 
were  now  at  peace,  and  had  no  enemy  to  meet 
or  encounter,  the  government  conceived  that 
the  Chesapeake  might  herself  carry  out  such 
supplies  of  every  kind,  as  the  squadron  would 
require  during  her  absence  from  the  United 
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States  • and  thus  she  was  rather  a store-ship 
than  a cruiser.  She  had  also  two  ladies,  with 


_==  45 
his  mind  was  inflamed  by  a sense  of  indignant 
sensibility,  he  was  pouring  into  the  ear  of  mas- 


ing  to  the  circumstance  that  the  country  was 


their  servants,  and  several  gentlemen,  passen-  culine  confidence  the  complaints  of  his  lace- 
gers;  and  was  further  burdened  with  luggage,  i rated  mind,  letters  of  the  same  date,  to  a fe- 
jDaptain  Baron  was  aware  that  his  ship  was!  male  friend,  are  replete  with  domestic  tender- 
notin  lit  condition  to  proceed  to  sea;  but  trust-  ness  and  affection.  With  this  correspondent 

all  is  quiet  and  serenity;  he  enters  into  all  the 
levities  of  ordinary  converse,  and  seems  as  anx- 
ious to  veil  his  heroic  and  indignant  passions, 
as  if  this  indulgence,  was  criminal  in  such  in- 
tercourse. At  one  time  his  heart  seems  hov- 
ering round  its  native  hearth,  and  in  the  next 
lowing  with  all  the  ardor  of  impatience  to 
avenge  his  country's  honor.  Let  it  be  men- 
tioned likewise,  that  his  conversation  was  pe- 
culiarly marked  with  his  character.  Of  this 
the  following  fact  maybe  related  in  evidence: 
Seven  duels  resulted  from  the  action  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  yet  none  of  them  affected 
him ! lie  never  fought  a duel.  Not  one  of  the 
subordinate  officers  was  more  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  conduct  of  the  commodore  than 
lieutenant  Allen;  yet  such  were  the  uniform 
correctness,  propriety  and  delicacy  of  his  con- 
duct, that  he  commanded  the  esteem  of  that 
officer's  most  sanguine  adherents.  Having  ac 
customed  himself,  from  the  first  onset  of  his 
naval  career,  to  strict  subordination,  while  in 
service,  and  to  polished  society  in  hisJiours  of 
relaxation,  the  characters  of  the  gentleman 
and  the  sailor  became  by  long  habit,  incorpo- 
rated in  one.  This  union  became  the  apex  of 
his  ambition — to  receive  on  the  one  hand, 
the  thanks  of  his  superior  officers  for  his 
promptitude  and  skill,  while  in  their  service; 
and  at  other  times,  to  shine  the  ornament  of 
polished  circles.  With  the  officers  on  boaul 
the  Chesapeake  he  was  peculiarly  a favorite. 
This  kind  attention  he  thus  acknowledges  in 
a letter  to  his  correspondent: 

“It  is  a gratifying  reflection  to  knew  that  I 
leave  the  Chesapeake  beloved  by  my  mess- 
mates and  respected  by  all ; they  have  all  been 
forward  in  manifesting  their  esteem  for  me  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner  ; it  has  been 
requited  w ith  my  warmest  gratitude.  What 
can  induce  more  self-satisfaction  in  any  man 
than  to  find  that  he  is  most  beloved  by  those 
who  have  known  him  the  longest  ? It  must 
silence,  forever,  the  tongue  of  detraction,  and 
believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  the  love  of  my  friends, 
who  are  ever  dear  to  me,  will  ever  be  an  in- 
ducement wdth  me  to  deserve  their  love,  and 
to  aspire  to  superior  correctness.” 

During  the  operation  of  the  embargo,  in 
1808,  the  Chesapeake,  to  which  he  was  still 
attached,  cruized  off  Block  Island,  and  cap- 
tured several  vessels  violating  that  law.  From 
motives  of  delicacy  he  desired  to  be  excused, 
and  was  excused,  from  boarding  any  vessel 
belonging  to  his  native  state.  In  a letter,  on 
this  subject,  he  says,  “I  knewT  that  I should  be 


in  profound  peace,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
molested,  he  unfortunately  sailed,  unprepared 
as  he  was,  calculating  that  he  should  beenabled, 
longbefore  he  approached  the  European  shores, 
to  have  his  ship  in  order.  Captain  Baron’s 
conduct,  on  this  occasion,  was  certainly  culpa- 
ble and  imprudent.  He  ought  not  to  have  re- 
lied implicitly,  on  the  faith  of  theexisting  peace; 
he  should  have  been  in  complete  readiness  to 
repel  aggression  before  he  quitted  our  ports; 
he  should  have  looked  to  his  guns  alone  to 
protect  the  flag  from  insult.  The  conduct  <rf 
the  British,  however,  was  base  and  dishonor- 
able. The  Bellona,  seventy-four — Triumph, 
seventy-four — Leopard,  fifty — and  Melainpus, 
thirty-eight — under  the  command  of  commo- 
dore Douglas,  wrere  lying  in  Lynnhaven  bay. 

They  were  freely  receiving  from  our  country 
supplies  of  every  kind  of  which  they  stood  in 
need;  they  were  partaking  largely  of  the  hos- 
pitality of  its  inhabitants ; yet  at  this  moment 
commodore  Douglas  held  in  his  possession  an 
order  from  his  admiral  to  take,  forcibly,  out 
of  the  Chesapeake,  a part  of  her  crew;  and  he 
was  meditating  to  execute  this  offensive  order 
•in  a manner  the  most  irritating  to  our  country, 
and  the  most  derogatory  to  our  navy.  Had  the 
object  of  commodore  Douglas  have  been  sim- 
ply to  take  the  men,  and  to  produce  the  least 
possible  irritation,  he  would,  most  obviously, 
have  followed  the  Chesapeake  to  sea,wTith  his 
whole  force,  and  there  would  then,  perhaps 
have  been  no  reproach  on  the  navy  had  she 
surrendered  without  firing  a gun.  Commo- 
dore Douglas  dared  not  send  the  Melainpus, 
as  she  was  a frigate  of  the  same  class  with  the 
Chesapeake,  and  might  therefore,  have  not 
succeeded.  The  Leopard  was  sent;  she  was 
of  force  to  ensure  to  the  British  success,  even 
had  the  Chesapeake  been  in  complete  order ; 
and  yet  the  force  was  not  so  overbearing  but 
that  the  Chesapeake  ought  to  have  fought ; 
and  had  she  fought,  and  fought  well,  the  navy 
would  have  been  disgraced. 

When  commodore  Baron  was  preparing  to 
leave  the  ship,  all  the  officers  were  called  on 
deck  to  witness  his  departure,  a respect  always 
paid  to  the  commander  when  entering  or  de- 
parting from  his  vessel.  He  now  left  her,  pas- 
sing through  a line  of  officers ; but  no  tear  of 
regret  was  shed — every  brow  was  contracted, 
every  countenance  was  stern;  and  captain  Ba- 
ron, beholding  the  repulsive  looks  of  his  offi 
cers,  fainted. 

Intrepidity,  however,  exposes  only  part  of 
the  character  of  lieutenant  Allen;  his  private 
affections  were  as  warm  as  his  public.  While 'trivial  art 


compelled  to  detain  such  Vessels  for  the  most 
and  this  would  have  woundeff 
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my  feelings.  Even  Rad  I met  those  which  I 
could  have  suffered  to  pass,  I might  have  la- 
bored under  unjust  suspicions,  when  other 
officers  might  be  equally  just  without  such 
imputations.”  His  correct  conceptions  ofthe 
duty  imposed  by  this  painful  office,  are  illus- 
trated in  a letter  which  he  addressed  to  his 
father,  in  answer  to  one  received  from  him, 
interceding  for  his  assistance  in  behalf  of 
some  of  his  old  associates  in  their  endeavor 
to  reclaim  their  property  thus-  taken.  “Noth- 
ing, my  dear  sir,”  he  replies,  “could  give  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  have  been  useful  or  in- 
strumental in  serving  those  young  gentlemen 
you  speak  of  in  your  letter  : it  required  no 
request  of  yours  to  induce  it  ; but  vain  are 
our  desires — impotent  the  will  that  exceeds 
the  means  of  performance.  This  has  often 
been  my  lot,  and,  I believe,  that  of  many  in 
the  Chesapeake.  Need  I say  that  my  feelings 
have  ever  been  on  the  rack  while  cruising  off 
the  island  ? But,  sir,  had  this  been  your  ves- 
sel, her  situation  would  have  been  precisely  the 
same.  It  is  impossible  that  I can  be  of  the 
least  service  to  those  young  gentlemen.”  Mr. 
Allen  remained  in  the  Chesapeake,  in  this 
service,  until  February,  1809,  when  he  was  or- 
dered, by  government,  to  join  the  frigate  U- 
nited  States,  while  lying  at  Washington,  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Decatur. 
The  commodore  was  himself  absent,  and  the 
equipping  of  the  frigate  was  a duty  that  de- 
rived on  his  first  lieutenant,  who  was  not, 
for  the  space  of  two  months,  absent  a mo- 
ment from  the  navy  yard.  This  ship  lay  part 
of  the  time  at  Norfolk,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  time  was;  engaged  in  short  cruises  on  the 
coast,  until  the  declaration  of  war  against 
txreat  Britain,  in  1812. 

Shortly  after,  the  United  States  frigate 
Sailed  upon  a cruise  ; and  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  October,  1812,  in  lat.  29,  N.  longitude  29, 
50,  W.  fell  in  wfith  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
ship  the  Macedonian,  commanded  by  captain 
Carden.  She  was  a frigate  of  the  first  class, 
mounting  forty  nine  carriage  guns,  and  reput- 
ed one  of  the  swiftest  sailers  in  the  British 
navy. 

When  this  frigate  first  hove  in  sight,  and 
while  orders  were  given  on  board  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  prepare  for  action,  lieutenaut  Al- 
len mounted  aloft ; and  after  watching  her 
closely  for  some  time,  at  length  discovered  the 
English  pendant.  He  descended  to  his  com- 
rades, who  were  impatiently  awaiting  him  be- 
low, and  jocosely  pronounced  the  frigate  a 
lawful  prize.  The  enemy  having  advantage 
of  the  wind  fought  at  his  own  distance,  and 
the  contest  was  kept  up  for  one  hour  and  fifty 
minutes.  The  United  States  poured  such  an 
incessant  fire,  that  the  shouts  from  the  crew 
of  the  Macedonian  were  distinctly  heard,  who, 
from  that  cause,  apprehended  her  to  be  in 
flames.  Her  colors  were,  nevertheless,  haul- 


eddown  shortly  afterwards — in  which  engage- 
ment she  lost  her  mizetimast,  fore  and  main 
topmasts,  and  mainyard.  She  was  likewise 
much  damaged  in  her  hull.  Thirty-six  were 
killed,  and  forty-eight  were  wounded.  On 
board  the  United  States  five  only  were  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  The  American  frigate 
received  so  little  damage  in  this  engagement, 
that  she  would  still  have  continued  her  cruise 
had  it  not  been  necessary  for  her  to  accom 
pany  her  prize  into  port,  on  account  of  the 
crippled  state  of  the  British  frigate  Any 
comments  on  this  splendid  action,  an  action 
so  glorious  to  the  arms  of  our  countrymen 
would  surely  now  be  neediest. 

In  the  United  States  frigate  lieutenant 
Allen  was  most  assiduous  in  exereising  and 
training  the  crew  to  the  use  of  the  artillery. 
The  accuracy  with  which  the  guns  were  di- 
rected, and  the  celerity  with  which  they 
could  be  fired,  evince  the  improvement  of 
their  discipline,  and  indeed  could  not  be  sur- 
passed. After  captain  Cerden  had  gone  on 
board  the  United  States,  lieutenant  Allen  re- 
quested the  other  officers  to  go  into  a boat 
which  was  read}?  for  them.  The  first  lieut. 
of  the  Macedonian  surlily  said,  “You  do  not 
inteifdto  send  me  away  without  my  baggage?” 
“I  hope,”  replied  lieutenant  Allen,  “you  d© 
not  suppose  you  have  been  taken  by  priva- 
teersmen ?”  I do  not  know,”  replied  thfe 
other,  rudely,  “by  whom  I am  taken.”  Lieut. 
Allen  steisdy  ordered  him  instantly  into  the 
boat,  and  he  immediately  went.  Lieutenant 
Allen  instantly  placed  a guard  over  the  bag- 
gage of  the  officers,  and  £s  soon  as  the  other 
duties,  which  demanded  his  attention,  were 
concluded,  he  sent  the  same  day,  all  the  bag- 
gage on  board  the  United  States.  The  sur- 
geon of  the  Macedonian  continued  on  board  • 
and  he  frequently,  in  conversation,  bore  tes- 
timony to  the  kindness  of  lieutenant  Allen 
towards  that  part  of  the  crew  remaining  in 
the  Macedonian,  particularly  to  the  wounded. 
The  ward  room  officers  of  the  Macedonian 
expressed  to  the  ward  room  officers  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  a deep  sense  of  the  civilities 
which  they  had  received  ; and  wished  to  give, 
jointly,  another  expression  of  their  gratitude, 
in  a writing  which  might  be  considered  as  a 
letter  to  all  British  officers,  to  secure  their 
good  treatment,  in  case  the  United  States 
should  be  captured.  This  certificate  of  pro- 
tection was  very  properly  declined. 

To  lieutenant  Allen  was  entrusted  the  hono- 
rable charge  of  bringing  the  prize  into  port, 
and  she  safely  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  amidst  the  enthusiastic  gratulations  of 
our  countrymen.  His  share  in  this  glorious 
action  cannot  be  better  expressed  than  in  the 
words  of  commodore  Decatur  himself.  “It 
would  be  unjust,”  continues  this  gallant  offi- 
cer, “it  would  be  unjust  in  me  to  discrimi- 
nate, where  all  met  my  fullest  expectation^ 
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Permit  me,  however,  to  recommend  to  the 
particular  notice  of  the  secretary,  my  first 
lieutenant,  William  H Allen,  who  has  serv- 
ed with  me  upwards  of  five  years ; and  to  his 
unremitted  exertions,  in  disciplining  the  crew, 
is  to  be  imputed  the  obvious  superiority,  of 
our  gunnery,  exhited  in  the  result  of  this 
contest.” 

The  corporation  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New- York  honored  him  and  his  commander 
\vith  a splendid  and  superb  festival  ; and  tire 
1pori<ls> K.hnde  Island  and  \ii2.’b 


strong  and  imperious  calls  of  his  country 
once  more  summoned  him  to  active  duty. 

{shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Macedonian 
at  New- York,  the  Argus  returned  to  that 
port  commanded  by  capt.  Sinclair.  He  ob- 
tained leave  to  visit  his  friends;  and  by  order 
of  commodore  Decatur,  lieutenant  Allen  took 
the  command.  He  thoroughly  repaired  the 
vessel,  and  received  an  order  from  the  conv 
modore  to  go  in  quest  of  a British  brig  of 
war,  reported  to  he  in  the  sound.  The  whole 
crew  of  the  Hornet,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant Sliubrick,  volunteered  their  services.  He 
, , , remained  in  the  sound  for  the  space  of  a week, 

their  sense,  in  commemoration  o is  ga  an  j without  meeting  with  the  enemy,  when  he 
services.  There  was  everything  m m vie  receive(j  t}ie  orders  of  the  commodore  to  re- 
torv  which  could  gratify  the  pride  of  an  Ame- 
The  individual  injury  done  to  the 


•ginia  pre- 


sented hirn  with  a sword,  as  a testimonial  of 


the  advanta- 


rican. 

enemy  by  the  loss  of  a frigate,  or 
ges  to  oui*selves,  by  acquiring  one,  is  notning. 

It  inspires  a loftiness  of  feeling,  a confidence 
that  is  communicated  to  other  souls,  and  in- 
troduces a train  of  patriotic  sensations  per 
fectly  novel.  It  breaks  that  sea-spell  which 
seenjed  to  surround  the  navy  of  England. 

When  the  Macedonian  struck,  lieu t.  Allen, 
in  taking  po&'session,  came  alongside.  Those 
oil  board  were  so  uncivil  as  to  neglect  hand- 
ing him  a rope,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  on 
board,  and  he  had  to  clamber  up  the  side  by 
the  chains.  Arriving  off  Nantucket  shoals, 
the  United  States  frigate  and  Macedonian, 
which,  before,  had  continually  kept  together, 
parted  in  a gale.  The  wind  was  so  high,  he 
entertained  serious  apprehensions  that  the 
vessel  would  founder.  He  determined  as  a 
last  resort,  to  anchor  where  she  was,  putting 
two  or  three  cables  on  end.  He  thought  he 
could  ride  out  any  gale  in  that  manner,  and 
would  not  believe  the  contrary,  until  it  was 
proved  by  experiment.  The  storm,  however, 
abated,  and  he  arrived  safe  at  Newport,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place,  on  the  same  day  of  the  same  month 
that  admiral  Parker  arrived  there  with  Ids 
fleet  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

He  here  received  a visit  from  Ids  uncle  the 
governor  of  Rhode  Island,  whom  he  invited 
down,  and  saluted  with  a discharge  of  pine 
•guns  on  his  arrival  on  board.  W hile  in  the 
sound  waiting  a favorable  wind  to  proceed  to 
New- York,  he  was  visited  by  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  adjacent  country. 

The  Sunday  previous  to  the  battle,  the 
ward  room  officers  of  the  Macedonian  toasted 
an  American  frigate.  On  the  following  Sun- 
day the^  wefe  mortified  by  the  fulfilment  of 
their  wishes. 

After  this,  lieut.  Allen  allowed  some 
little  respite  from  the  naval  service;  he  visit- 
ed his  native  land,  and  received  the  kind  con- 
gratulations of  his  relatives  and  friends,  in 
the  bosom  of  his  paternal  abode.  This  re- 


turn. 

On  the  dealli  of  Mr.  Barlow,  our  minister 
at  the  court  of  France,  our  government 
deemed  it  expedient  to  renew  the  negociation, 
Mr.  Crawford  was  appointed  asliis  successor; 
and  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir,  now 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  master  and  eommaft- 
der,was  directed  to  take  command  of  the 


pose  was,  howeyer,  but  of  short  duration;  the  I so  doing. 


I Argus,  and  to  conduct  our  minister  to  his 
place  of  destination.  He  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment with  his  usual  promptitude,  and 
sailed  with  our  new  minister  for  F ranee.  He 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
the  blockading  squadron,  and  arrived  at  the 
port  of  L'Orient  in  twenty-three  days.  He 
informs  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  his  let- 
ter bearing  date  June  12, 1813,  that  uhe  shall 
immediately  proceed  to  put  in  execution  his 
orders  as  to  the  ulterior  purposes  (if  his  desti- 
nationP 

The  business  here,  which,  from  prudential 
motives,  is  so  darkly  hinted  at,  was  undoubt- 
edly, as  appears  from  the  sequel,  to  sail  in  the 
Irish  channel,  and  annoy  the  English  com- 
merce This  service  was  extremely  perilous; 
and  there  seemed  scarcely  a possibility  of  es- 
cape. It  was  a service  to  a man  fond  of  glo-. 
ry,  peculiaraly  invidious.  Such  cbnquests 
were  attended  with  no  honor ; and  captain 
Yllen  in  compliance  with  hjs  orders,  seeme*d 
peculiarly  solicitous,  in  the  discharge  of  this 
unthankful  office,  to  make  the  enemy  feel  and 
confess  the  motives  by  which  he  was  guided. 
The  injury  which  he  did  to  the  Jlrffeish  com- 
merce is,  in  some  of  their  papers,  estimated 
to  the  amount  of  twp  millions.  While  t^us 
employed  in  burning,  sinking  and  destroying 
the  enemy’s  property,  captain  Alien  was  pe- 
culiarly careful  to  distinguish  Ins  character 
from  those  who  depredated  for  selfish  pur-, 
poses  only.  The  property  of  the  passenger* 
was  sacred  from  hostility  ; not  an  article 
that  kind  would  he  suffer  to  be  touched.  The 
passengers  were  allowed  to  go  below,  and  to 
take  what  they  claimed  as  their  own,  and  no 
hands  belonging  to  the  Argus  were  permitted 
to  inspect  theiiTwhile  they  wc{-e  employed  in 
On  one.  occasion,  when  a passer.- 
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gee  had  left  his  surtout  behind  him,  it  was  | 
sent  after  him  in  the  boat ; on  another  occa- 
sion captain  Allen  ordered  one  of  his  hands, 
who  was  detected  in  the  act  of  some  petty 
plundernff  this  kind,  to  be  flogged  at  the 
gangway.  The  English  papers,  while  they 
were  writhing  under  the  severe  injuries  thus 
inflicted,  were  unanimous  in  their  testimoni- 
als of  respect  to  the  conduct  of  this  gallant 
officer,  for  the  humanity  and  delicacy  with 
which  he  performed  a service  so  invidious. 
Probably  no  action  of  his  life  could  more 
plainly  distinguish  his  .character  than  this: 
he  loved  danger  as  much  as  he  abhorred  to 
plunder  the  defenceless. 

It  appeared  very  evident,  that  if  prudence 
was  consulted,  it  was  his  imperious  duty  to 
avoid  an  engagement.  The  damage  which 
he  might  have  done  the  enemy,  by  another 
species  of  warfare,  was  beyond  all  comparison 
greater  than  by  risking  a battle,  even  if  for- 
tune had  decided  the  controversy  tn  his  fovor. 
Even  a victory  ensured  capture  ; for  alone 
and  unsupported  as  he  was,  his  own  ship 
would,  in  all  human  probability,  suffer  mate- 
rial injury,  and  both  the  captured  and  the 
captor  become  the  prize  of  one  of  the  many 
frigates  then  swarming  in  the  English  chan- 
nel. These  considerations,  however,  would 
have  but  little  weight  with  him.  He  declared, 
previous  to  his  setting  out,  that  he  would  run 
from  no  two-masted  vessel.  Anxious  to  quit 
himself  of  a business  which  he  so  much  dislik- 
ed, he  sought  an  opportunity  to  act  in  a situ- 
ation more  congenial  to  his  feelings.  Accord- 
ingly captain  Maples,  of  the  Pelican,  informs 
his  government  in  his  letter,  dated  August 
the  fourteenth,  that  when  cruizing  in  the 
channel,  in  quest  of  the  Argus,  he  discovered 
her  shortening  her  sail,  and  making  prepara- 
tions for  an  obstinate  resistance.  He  states 
that  an  action  was  commenced,  which  was 
kept  up,  on  both  sides,  forty-three  minutes, 
when  the  Argus  struck  as  he  was  in  the  act 
of  boarding.  He  states  that  the  Argus  had 
one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  men  in  the  ac- 
tion ; and  that  the  captain  was  wounded  early, 
and  had  since  suffered  the  amputation  of  his 
left  thigh.  He  estimates  the  number  of  slain 
and  wounded  on  board  the  Pelican  at  eight, 
and  that  on  board  the  Argus  at  forty,  accord- 
ing to  the  computation  of  her  own  officers. 
This  is  all  that  is  yet  officially  known  of  this 
transaction.  Our  government  have  not  yet 
received,  or  at  least  published  any  official  ac- 
count. 

From  the  designed  generality  with  which 
this  statement  is  drawn  up,  no  certain  con- 
clusions can  be  drawn.  Captain  Maples  ac- 
knowledges that  his  enemy  fought  with  great 
bravery — that  the  action  continued  for  forty- 
three  minutes — that  the  Argus  shortened  sail 
to  await  his  coming  up — that  he  was  in  the 
act  of  boarding — and,  that  his  loss  amounted 


to  but  eight,  in  killed  and  wounded;  white 
Allen’s  was  forty.  We  are  to  presume,  from 
captain  Maples's  own  representation,  that  the 
action  was  fought  at  close  quarters.  And  yet 
in  an  action  so  bravely  fought  as  he  acknow- 
ledges, and  w here  lie  was  in  the  act  of  board- 
ing, there  is  such  a disparity  in  the  killed  and 
w’oundcd  ! He  does  not  state  the  number  of 
his  own  men,  although  he  gives  that  of  the 
enemy ; nor  the  force  of  his  own  guns,  al- 
though lie  acknowledges  he  w’as  specially  sent 
on  this  expedition. 

There  is  evidently,  from  captain  Maples’s 
own  statement, something  remaining  to  be  told. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  Pelican  was  superior 
in  force,  as  was  proved  on  a former  occasion,  by 
her  successfully  resisting  a French  frigate  of 
the  first  class.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Peli- 
can sailed  in  company  with  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s frigate  the  Sea  Horse,  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  which  fell  in  with  them  just  as  the  action 
was  closing.  In  such  a case  it  would  have  been 
madness  in  the  Argus  to  have  resisted  any  lon- 
ger. This  fact  was  stated  by  a writer  in  one 
of  our  papers,  w’ho  cited  both  the  Cork  Chro- 
nicle and  the  London  Pilot,  of  the  twenty-third 
of  A ugust,  in  proof  of  his  assertion.  This  fact 
has,  however,  been  denied  ; and  another  wri- 
ter has  said,  with  equal  confidence, that  either 
one  or  both  of  these  papers  does  not  contain 
the  paragraph  above  quoted.  Captain  Maples 
was  immediately  promoted — a plain  evidence 
of  the  estimation  in  which  that  victory  wa-s 
held.  It  is  not  generally  knowm  that  captain 
Allen’s  first  lieutenant  (by  a singular  coinci- 
dence named  likewise  William  Henry  Allen) 
was  badly  wounded  in  an  early  part  of  the  en- 
gagement. F or  information  on  all  these  points 
we  are  indebted  to  our  enemies  alone. 

Captain  Allen  sailed  in  the  Argus  with  an 
entire  new’  crew.  This  is,  of  itself,  a very 
great  disadvantage  in  case  of  action.  As  his 
object  required  speed,  he  wras  obliged  to  hur- 
ry on  with  a press  of  sail,  so  that  little  or  no 
time  was  left  him  for  training  his  men  to  the 
exercise  of  their  guns.  From  captain  Maples’s 
own  account  it  appears  they  engaged  at  close 
quarters,  and  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to 
suspect  that  he  has  falsely  stated  the  number  of 
his  killed  and  wounded.  With  such  a crew  *s 
captain  Allen’s  was,  men  entirely  new,  and  so 
little  versed  in  the  science  of  gunnery,  it  was 
highly  honorable  in  them  to  have  maintained 
the  action  so  long. 

But  allow’  that  this  victory  W’as  as  decided 
and  as  glorious  as  our  enemy  assert,  no  blame 
can  be  imputed  to  the  commander.  He  was 
desperately  wmunded  in  an  early  part  of  the 
action  ; refused  to  be  carried  below,  and  faint- 
ed on  the  deck  from  loss  of  blood.  When  he 
was  removed  from  his  birth  to  the  hospital  for 
amputation,  he  cast  his  languid  eyes  on  his 
[faithful  comrades,  and  feelingly  pronounced 
' these  \Vords : “ God  blessyou,my  lads ; W’e  shall 


never  meet  again.” 
speak  for  itself  : 

Copy  of  a letter  f ram  John  Ihnvker , esq.  cide- 
vant  Amcricafi  Dice  con  truf,  dated 

“ Plymouth,  uj-vw  August,  1813. 

“ Sir — The  station  1 have  had  the  honor  to 
hold  for  many  years  past,  of  American  vice 
consul,  calls  forth  my  poignant  feelings  in  the 
Communication  I have  to  make  to  you  of  the 
death  of  your  son, captain  Allen, late  comman- 
der of  the  United  States"  brig  of  war  Argus, 
which  vessel  was  captured  on  Saturday  last,  in 
the  Irish  channel,  after  a very  sharp  action  of 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  by  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  ship  Pelican. 

“ Early  in  the  action  he  lost  his  left  leg, but 
refused  to  be  carried  below,  till  from  loss  of 
blood,  he  fainted.  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Del- 
phy,  midshipmen,  and  four  seamen,  were  kil- 
led ; and  lieutenant  Watson,  the  carpenter, 
boatswain,  boatswain’s  mate,  and  seven  men 
wounded.  Captain  Allen  submitted  to  ampu- 
tation, above  the  knee,  while  at  sea.  He  wTas 
yesterday  morning  attended  by  very  eminent 
surgical  gentlemen, and  removed  from  the  Ar- 
gus to  the  hospital,  where  every  possible  atten- 
tion and  assistance  would  have  been  afforded 
him  had  he  survived  ; but  wdiich  was  not, from 
the  first  moment,  expected, from  the  shattered 
state  of  his  thigh  ! At  eleven,  last  night,  he 
breathed  his  last ! He  was  sensible  at  inter- 
vals until  within  ten  minutes  of  his  dissolution, 
when  he  sunk  exhausted,  and  expired  wdtliout 
a struggle ! His  lucid  intervals  were  very 
cheerful ; and  he  was  satisfied  and  fully  sensi- 
ble that  no  advice  or  assistance  would  be  want- 
ing. A detached  room  was  prepared  by  the 
commissary  and  chief  surgeon,  and  female  at- 
tendants engaged,  that  every  tenderness  and 
respect  might  be  experienced.  The  master, 
purser,  surgeon,  and  one  midshipman,  accom- 
anied  captain  Allen,  who  was  also  attended 
y his  two  servants. 

“ I have  communicated  and  arranged  with 
the  officers  respecting  the  funeral,  which  will 
be  in  the  most  respectful, and  at  the  same  time 
economical  manner.  The  port  admiral  has 
signified  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty’s  government  that  it  be  publicly 
attended  by  officers  of  rank,  and  with  military 
honors.  The  time  fixed  for  procession  is  on 
"Saturday,  at  eleven,  a.  m.  A lieutenant-colo- 
nel’s guard  of  the  royal  marines  is  also  ap- 
pointed. A wainscoat  coffin  has  been  order- 
ed; on  the  breast  plate  of  which  willbe  inscrib- 
ed as  below\*  Mr.  Delphy,one  of  the  midship- 
men, who  lost  both  legs,  and  died  at  sea,  was 
buried  yesterday  in  Saint  Andrew’s  church 
yard.  I have  requested  that  captain  Allen 
may  be  buried  as  near  him, on  the  right  (in  the 
same  vault,  if  practicable)  as  possible. 

* Tablet,  whereon  will  be  recorded  the  name,  rank,  age  and  eha. 
racter  of  the  deceased,  and  also  of  the  midshipman,  willbe  placed  (if 
it  can  be  cohn-ived)  as  I have  suggested;  l>o&  hay  ing  lost  theft  lives 
142  fighting  for  tne  honor  of  their  eountrv. 

Sup,  Yol..  V. 


“ I remain,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obe* 
dient,  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HAWKER, 

“ Cidevant  American  vice  consul. 

“To  general  Allen,  8tc.  &c.  &e.  Providence,  R.  Island.” 

[Here  follows  the  order  of  procession  for 
the  funeral  of  captain  Allen  at  Plymouth, 
which  has  been  published.] 

Thus  lived  and  thus  died  'William  Henry 
Allen. 

By  the  company  and  conversation  of  the 
elegant  and  polite,  the  hard  and  severe  duties 
of  the  sailor  acquired  a sort  of  polish,  and  his 
character  presented  that  combination  of  gal- 
lantry, grace,  and  intrepidity  that  so  irresisti- 
bly attracts,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  he  was 
calm,  intrepid,  and  persevering  : in  private 
intercourse,  guarded,  affable,  and  delicate. — 
Entering  into  the  navy  with  large  and  expand- 
ed ideas  of  honor,  the  perils  he  encountered 
and  the  hard  services  he  endured,  consolidated 
his  romantic  and  floating  visions  into  rules  and 
principles  of  action.  By  never  loweringhislofty 
standard  amidst  the  justle  of  so  many  con- 
tending difficulties,  he  at  length  arrived  at  it»; 
and  new  trials  served  only  to  call  into  exer- 
cise new  and  unexplored  resources  of  fortitude. 
He  had  so  long  forsaken  every  other  conside- 
ration for  glory,  that  he  finally  measured  his 
life  by  this  standard,  and  felt  a repulsive  anti- 
pathy to  whatever  fell  short  of  that  measure. 

I am  perfectly  aware  that  this  picture  will 
be  thought  to  have  been  dr&wn  by  the  partial 
hand  of  friendship.  Let  it  be  remembered, that 
for  thirteen  years  he  was  hardly  i'or  so  many 
weeks  from  the  service  ofhis  country.  Lathis 
enemies  speak  for  him  ; they  at  least  have  not 
to  contend  with  the  partial  feelings  of  friend- 
ship. Their  testimony  must  be  free  from  such 
censure  ; and  the  peculiar  respect  paid  to  his. 
ashes,  by  command  of  the  English  govern- 
ment, is  the  most  honorable  testimony  of  his 
worth. 

There  seems  a sort  of  compact  asnongst  our 
naval  commanders  never  to  quit  their  station 
on  depk.  Allen,  in  his  mutilated  state,  refus- 
ed to  be  carried  below, and  fainted  on  the  deck 
from  loss  of  blood.  Lawrence  showed  the 
same  determined  spirit,  and  never  left  his  sta- 
tion until  he  was  too  far  exhausted  by  his 
wounds  to  animate  his  men  by  his  example. — 
Burrows,  although  mortally  wounded  at  his 
quarters,still remained  at  his  post, survived  the 
action. and  there  received  the  sword  ofhis  gal- 
lant and  intrepid  antagonist. 

It  is  astonishing  that  we  have  yet  np  official 
account  of  the  capture  of  the  Argus.  All  that 
wre  have  known  is  from  our  enemies.  In  the 
affair  of  the  Macedonian,  commodore  Decatur 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallantry  pf 
Allen.  In  the  action  of  the  Argus  his  eiiemfes 
speak  the  same  language.  Thus, although  apr 
pressed  by  misfortune  and  defeat,  it  may  be 
proudly  said,  that  our  naval  character  has  lpst 
G 
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The  following  letter  will 


50  the  weekly  register—  supplement  TO  VOL.  V. 


none  of  its  lustre  - as  is  abundantly  evident 
from  the  testimony  of  our  enemies  them- 
selves. 

The  following  extract  from  his  last  letter, 
addressed  to  his  sister, will  show  the  character 
of  this  intrepid  officer  in  an  amiable  light : 

“.When  you  shall  hear  that  I have  ended 
my  earthly  career, that  I only  exist  in  the  kind 
remembrance  of  my  friends, you  will  forgetmy 
follies,  forgive  my  faults,  call  to  mind  some 
little  instances  dear  to  reflection, to  excuse  your 
love  for  me,  and  shed  one  tear  to  the  memory 
of  HENRY.” 


Lieutenant  Ay  twin. 

FROM  THE  ANxVLETIC  MAGAZINE. 

John  'Cushing  Aylwin  was  the  son  of 
Th«fias  Aylwin,  esq.  and  nephew  of  the  hon 
William  Cushing,  late  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
•supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  His  fa- 
ther, previous  to  the  revolution,  was  a mer- 
chant, in  Boston,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  siege 
of  that  town,  retired  to  Quebec  with  his  wife, 
to  whom  lie  had  been  then  recently  married. 
It  was  in  this  city,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  that 
the  subject  of  this  memoir  Was  born.  The 
first  years  of  his  boyhood  displayed  a generous 
spirit;  a contempt  of  danger,  and  those  ardent 
feelings  which,  though,  not  uncommon  at  that 
age,  add  much  to  worth,  and  always  charac- 
terized the  subsequent  stages  of  his  life.  He 
received  there  the  rudiments  of  his  education, 
which,  however,  was  not  further  extended  than 
to  the  first  principles  of  mathematics,  an  ele- 
mentary knowledge  of  the  Latin,  and  a perfect 
acquaintance  with  the  French  language,  JUs 
father  destined  him  to  a naval  life,  and  while 
yet  a child,  had  him  borne  on  the  books  of  a 
frigate  which  captain  Coffin,  now  admiral  sir 
Isaac  Coffin  G reenly,  then  commanded.*  The 
in  tentions  of  his  father  were,  however,  not  long- 
after  frustrated  by  an  occurrence  that  young 
Aylwin  witnessed  in  the  streets  of  Quebec. 
The  horror  excited  in  his  breast  at  seeing  a lad 
whom  he  had  known  torn  from  the  bosom  of 
his  parents  by  a press-gang,  caused  an  invinci- 
ble disgust  to  the  English  naval  service:  he 
could  never  be  again  brought  to  think  of  en- 
tering it.  His  attachment,  notwithstanding, 
to  a sea  life  was  not  lessened;  and  he  became 
urgent  with  his  parents  to  send  him  to  their 
relatives  in  New-England,  that  he  might  enter 
the  American  service.  While  arrangements 
were  making  to  carry  into  effect  his  wishes,  lie 
was  suddenly  left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of 
Iris  parents  within  the  short  space  of  two 
months  of  each  other.  This  loss  was  in  some 
degree  alleviated  by, the  kind  attentions  of  a 

* The  rating  iff  the  names  of  the  children  of  some  gentlemen 
with  that  of  our  youth,  without,  being  actually  mustered  onboard’ 
was  one  „ol  the  charges  preferred  against  captain  Coffin,  by  his’ 
officers  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a quarrel  between  them  : and 
this  cost  him  liis  commission.  He  was  a few  years  after  restored 
to  his  rank,  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  court-mart ial  had  not, 
b?en  regularly  detailed,  1 


paternal  uncle,  who,  finding  it  impracticable 
to  procure  a suitable  situation  for  his  nephew 
in  his  favorite  profession,  endeavored  to  per- 
suade him  from  a life  of  danger,  and  to  turn 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits.  An  effort 
was  made  to  comply  with  the  entreaties  of  his 
uncle,  but  it  was  ineffectual.  He  was  then 
bound  apprentice  to  a captain  in  tlie  London 
trade  upon  most  favorable  terms;  it  being 
agreed  that  on  their  arrival  in  England,  he 
should  be  permitted  to  remain  at  a naval  aca- 
demy for  at  least  six  months,  and  that  he 
should  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  mate  as 
soon  as  he  acquired  the  requisite  experience. 
As  the  captain  had  determined  not  to  return 
to  Quebec,  he  little  regarded  the  stipulations 
into  which  he  had  so  readily  entered,  and,  on 
his  arrival  at  London,  put  his  vessel  into  the 
West-India  trade. 

Two  voyages  were  performed  by  our  youth, 
and  such  was  the  progress  he  made  in  his  pro- 
fession, that  hardly  had  he  passed  his  fifteen 
year  when  he  was  made  a mate  in  the  ship. 
This  pleasing  dawn  (which  in  som#  degree 
compensated  for  the  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment) was  soon  overcast,  for  on  the  home- 
ward voyage  a dispute  arose  between  him  and 
his  captain,  which  so  enraged  the  latter,  that 
on  their  coming  to  anchor  he  caused  him  to 
be  kidnapped  by  a press-gang.  He  was  im- 
mediately sent  on  board  a receiving  ship  in 
the  Thames;  where hefound  himself  surround- 
ed by  six  or  seven  hundred  individuals,  the 
scourings  of  a vicious  metropolis.  AH  com- 
munication with  friends  was  denied  him;  let- 
ters which  he  wrote  were  suppressed;  hope  it- 
self was  almost  excluded  from  his  breast. 
From  this  receptacle  of  wretchedness  he  was 
in  a few  weeks  transferred  to  a gun  brig. 
Here  he  was  narrowly  watched,  and  endured 
all  the  rigor  exercised  in  the  English  service 
toward  their  impressed  men,  to  induce  them 
to  enter  as  voluntary  seamen.  The  great  an- 
tipathy, however.,  which  he  had  conceived  for 
their  serfiee  would  not  permit  him  to  sub- 
scribe tp  that  which  he  considered  would  be 
his  own  infamy.  Threats  were  unavailing; 
he  had  a mind  that  could  not  be  subdued. 

After  cruising  in  the  north  sea,  the  brig  was 
ordered  up  the  Mediterranean,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by  the  French,  was 
stationed  on  that  coast.  From  thence  the  ves- 
sel was  ordered  to  the  East  Indies;  two  years 
he  passed  on  board  of  her  in  the  Red  Sea;  and 
three  more  in  different  parts  of  the  Indian 
ocean.  His  constitution  having  become  almost 
a sacrifice  to  the  climate,  he  was  there  invalid- 
ed and  permitted  to  return  to  his  relations  and 
friends,  by  whom  even  his  existence  was  un- 
known. In  the  course  of  this  service  he  was 
in  several  engagements,  and  distinguished  him- 
self particularly  in  one,  by  lashing  to  their  brig 
the  bowsprit  of  a French  corvette,  and  then 
boarding.  A warrant  was  offered  on  the  oc- 
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casion,  and  promises  were  constantly  held  out  availed  himself  of  his  station  to  make  known 
to  him  of  promotion,  if  he  would  but  enter.  ; his  seamanship,  and  much  of  the  merit  of  the 
These  he  always  withstood,  and  though  fewj  management  of  the  Constitution  on  that  occa- 
indeed  could  he  find  among  his  messmates  to  sion  was  due  to  him.  In  a letter,  at  this  time,  to 


commune  with,  yet  he  preferred  his  station  of 
captain  of  the  fore  top  to  any  office  that  could 
be  bestowed  on  him  in  that  service.  While  in 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  Red  Sea,  almost 
his  sole  resource  for  amusement  and  instruc- 
tion was  his  bible  In  identifying  the  positions 
of  places  distinguished  in  the  sacred  volume, 
and  in  tracing  in  the  manners  of  the  modern 


an  intimate  friend,  which  predicted  the  even- 
tual success  of  otir  navy,  he  remarks,  “I  feel  all 
possible  conviction,  and  I can  well  judge,  from 
having  been  in  the  British  navy,  that  they  have 
not  a single  frigate  of  equal  force  with  the 
Constitution,  but  what  must,  if  wc  fall  in  with 
her  -and  go  fairly  at  it,  strike  her  colors. 
Thank  God,  in  this  chase,  we  had  no  occasion 
those  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  sur-lto  be  brought  to  the  test:  but  there  was  not  a 
rounding  countries,  he  would  often  forget  the  {countenance  cn  board  that  displayed  anything 
loss  of  his  liberty  and  the  evils  of  his  situation. ' like  yielding  without  an  heroic  struggle.  There 
Although  the  inmate  of  the  forecastlefer  more  {seemed  to  be  a solemn  gloom  in  each  visage 


than  six  years,  yet  he  remained  untainted  by 
the  surrounding  contagion. 

He  never  could  speak  of  the  loss  of  so  many 
of  the  most  valuable  years  of  his  life  without 
the  deepest  sorrow;  it  was  with  him  ever  after 


s if  sensible  of  such  a too  early  misfortune, 
yet  combined  with  a cast  of  desperate  resolu- 
tion. It  is  not  seldom  that  1 have  examined 
the  human  face  in  the  hour  of  bailie;  and  I 
never  before  saw  a truer  stamp  of  courage 


a matter  of  astonishment  that  his  existence  {than  was  then  to  be  found  in  every  sailor’s 
had  been  supported  without  the  deadening  of  countenance.” 


every  honorable  sentiment — without  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  every  principle  of  virtue.  The 
pliability  of  his  mind  to  his  misfortunes  ever 
appeared  to  him  a miracle. 

A short  residence  with  his  friends  in  Boston 
re-established  his  health,  and  having  become 
by  adoption,  what  he  almost  considered  him 
self  by  birth,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
he  immediately  obtained  that  employment  in 
our  merchant  service  which  thorough  seaman- 
ship entitled  him  to  anticipate. 

For  several  years  he  sailed  as  a master  of  a 
vessel,  experienced  many  of  those  vexations 
and  losses  from  the  respective  belligerents  to 
which  the  commerce  of  our  country  has  been 
exposed. 


The  Constitution  having  arrived  in  safety 
at  Boston,  was  there  fully  equipped,  and  de- 
parted on  her  first  cruise  which  terminated  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Guerriere, 

Doubts  were  entertained  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  by  many^pcople,  and,  it  is 
believed,  by  some  of  our  naval  commanders, 
whether  an  English  38  gun  frigate  would  not 
be  an  over  match  for  any  of  our  frigates. 
Personal  examination  enabled  Mr.  Ayhvinto 
form  a truer  estimate  of  the  result  of  such  a 
contest ; and  his  opinion  was  hardly  thought 
a serious  one  by  his  brother  officers.  It  was 
therefore  with  much  satisfaction  that  he  found 
his  predictions  verified  in  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere.  In  another  letter  to  his  friend, 


In  the  winter  preceding  the  declaration  of!  he  says,  “On  the  1 9th  August  we  fortunately 
war,  he  considered  that  event  as  inevitable.  I fell  in  with  the  Guerriere.  I say  fortunately. 
To  continue  therefore  in  the  merchant  service  I for  I would  not  have  missed  the  chance — no  ! 


would  be  sharing  the  dangers  without  the  ho- 
nors of  warfare:  to  privateering  he  would  not 
willingly  descend.  The  regular  service  appear- 
ed to  him  the  only  proper  occupation  for  one 
who  disliked  inglorious  ease — the  field  where 
his  courage  and  nautical  skill  would  find  their 
reward.  Captain  Hull,  learning  his  views  on 
this  subject,  invited  him  to  take  the  station  of 
sailing  master  on  board  the  Constitution,  with 
an  assurance  that  his  exertions  should  not  be 
wanting  to  procure  him  a lieutenancy  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Of  this  invitation  he  willingly 
availed  himself,  repaired  to  Washington  to  join 
the  frigate,  ai>d  on  the  24th  April,  1812,  re- 
ceived his  warrant  as  sailing-master  jn  the 
navy  of  the  United  S fates. 

In  the  early  part  of  July  the  Constitution 
sailed  from  Annapolis,  and  on  the  1 8tli,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Cape  May,  ran  a hair  breadth 
escape  of  capture  in  that  sixty  hours’  chase, 
which  will  not  be  ranked  among  the  least  bril- 
liant efforts  of  our  infant  navy,  Mr.  Avjwin 


not  for  the  richest  prize  that  ever  floated,  it 
has  given  our  officers  and  men  the  only  thing 
hitherto  wanting- — confidence  in  themselves. 
-Fifteen  minutes  of  close  cannonading  com- 
pletely rendered  her  our’s:  this  was  a little 
sooner,  to  be  sure,  than  my  anticipation  ; hit 
it  astonished  all? 

In  this  engagement  he  received  a slight 
wound  from  a musket  ball : and  the  style  in 
which  he  brought  the  Constitution  into  action, 
and  manoeuvred  her  throughout  the  battle, 
procured  for  him  the  applause  of  captain  Hull 
and  all  on  board.  On  their  return  to  port  he 
was  appointed  an  acting  lieutenant;  this  being 
the  second  instance  in  cur  navy  of  promotion 
from  the  grade  of  sailing  master. 

The  Constitution  having  been  refitted,  set 
sail  from  Boston,  under  command  of  commo 
dore  Bainbridge,in  company  with  the  Hornet, 
on  the  26th  of  Qc.ober,  1812.  During  this 
cruise  Mr.  Aylwin  was  junior  lieutenant,  and 
evinced  an  exemplary  attention  to  his  duty—.. 
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acquired  the  love  of  the-  seamen  and  the  res 
pect  of  his  brother  officers. 

In  the  memorable  action  with  the  Java, 
lieutenant  Aylwin  received  that  wound  which 
terminated  his  life,  and  deprived  the  navy  of 
the  services  of  a valuable  officer.  A nfusket 
ball  or  grape  shot  struck  him  just  under  the 
collar  bone,  within  an  inch  of  his  former 
wound,  and  passed  through  the  shoulderblade 
The  wound  was  not  perceived  by  any  one, 
nor  did  he  make  mention  of  it  himself  until 
all  the  men  had  been  dressed.  He  went  be- 
low then,  and  observed  to  the  surgeon  that 
he  believed  he  had  received  a slight  scratch  : 
Upon  examination  the  doctor  was  surprised  to 
find  that  the  wound  had  assumed  a gangre- 
nous appearance.  The  next  day  it  had  a 
more  favorable  aspect,  and  strong  hopes 
were  entertained  that,  with  sedulous  attention, 
and  remaining  quiet  in  his  stale  room,  he 
would  recover.  A few  days  however  put  an 
end  to  these  hopes,  for  on  a strange  sail 
heaving  in  sight,  and  all  hands  being  beat  to 
quarters,  he  repaired  to  his  station,  unknown 
to  the  surgeon,  and  there  remained  for  two 
hours  exposed  to  a meridian  sun.  This  ar- 
dor in  the  performance  of  duty  unquestiona- 
bly aggravated  his  wound  ; and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  was  a ware  that  his  life  could 
not  be  preserved.  During  three  weeks  that 
he  lingered,  he  occupied  his  mind  with  a pre- 
paration for  his  dissolution.  The  surgeon, 
fearful  that  this  attention  to  his  affairs  would 
add  to  these  pains  already  become  excessive, 
entreated  him  to  suffering  mind  to  be  tran- 
quil. His  reply,  perfectly  characteristic,  was, 
‘’Doctor,  I have  looked  death  too  often  in  the 
face  to  be  afraid  of  him  now  ” 

As  he  lived  without  fear,  so  he  died  with- 
out reproach. 

Lieutenant  Aylwin  was,  in  size,  rather 
under  the  middle  stature ; possessed  an  open 
countenance,  marked  with  strong  features, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  being  much 
weatherbeaten.  He  was  distinguished  as  a 
scientific  navigator,  and,  in  every  respect,  a 
practical  seaman.  His  mind  had  been  form- 
ed in  the  school  of  adversity,  and  possessed  a 
deep,  thoughtful  cast.  More  skilled  in  the 
contemplation  of  riien  than  books,  his  attain- 
ments, however,  were  considerable  in  other 
branches  of  knowledge  than  those  belonging 
to  Lis  profession.  Of  his  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity it  would  be  needless  to  speak  farther. 

“He  pour’d  his  latest  blood  in  manly  fight, 

A,ud  fell  a hero  in  his  country’s  right.” 

Having  been  a victim  to  the  practice  of 
impressment,  lieutenant  Aylwin  had  strong 
sensibilities  on  the  subject ; and  his  enlarged 
philanthropy  was  excited  by  the  hope  that  the 
present  war  would  lessen,  if  not  terminate 
the  misery  occasioned  by  what  he  conceived 
to  be  a needless  and  most  detestable  subju 
gation  of  our  species.  In  his  last  moments 
it  was  his  frequent  ejaculation,  ip  reference  to 


tliis  subject,  “I  thank  God  I am  dying  in  so, 
glorious  a cause.’’ 

A circumstance,  in  connection  with  this 
memoir,  we  cannot  refrain  from  touching  up- 
on. It  has  been  the  practice  or  most  of  our 
naval  commanders  to  avoid,  in  their  official 
letters',  particular  commendations  oi  their  of- 
ficers, through  a fear  of  exciting  jealousies. 
This  conduct,  unquestionably  fa;  the  effect 
intended  ; but  its  consequences  to  ;e  service 
are  injurious  in  the  highest  degree,  as  it 
damps  the  ardor  of  heroism,  and  deprives 
merit  of  its  due  reward.  By  some  oversight^ 
the  name  of  lieutenant  Aylwin  does  not  ap- 
pear in  commodore  Bainbricige’s  official  ac- 
count of  theaction.  This  may  be  partly  ex- 
cused, as  the  despatch  wTas  made  at  fct.  Sal- 
vador, at  a time  when  lieut.  Aylwin  was  sup- 
posed to  be  out  of  danger.  But  it  is  much 
better  atoned  for  by  the  following  tribute  to 
his  memory  from  the  pen  of  his  commander^ 

‘‘Died  on  board  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitution,  at  sea,  the  28th  of  January  la^t, 
of  wounds  received  in  the  action  with  the  Java, 
lieutenant  John  Cushing  Aylwin.  of  ti  e U- 
nited  States  navy.  He  entered  the  service  a- 
bout  the  time  war  was  declared,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  a lieutenancy  for  his  gallant  conduct 
in  the  action  with  the  Guerriere  He  was  an 
officer  of  great  merit,  much  esteemed  by  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance, 
lie  had  seen  much  of  the  world,  and  improved 
his  opportunities  of  observation  ; possessed  a 
strong  mind,  with  great  benevolence  of  dis- 
position. In  his  death  our  country  has  suffered 
a great  loss — his  friends  a painful  deprivation. 

“In  the  action  with  the  Guerriere,  he  stood 
on  an  elevated  situation  by  the  side  of  his 
comrades,  Morris  and  Bush,  at  the  time  the 
twro  vessels  came  in  contact,  and  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  shoulder  with  a musket  ball. 

“In  the  late  action  he  commanded  the  fore- 
castle division,  and  his  bravery  and  marked 
coolness  throughout  thecontest  gained  him  the 
admiration  of  his  commander,  and  all  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  him. 

“When  boarders  were  called  to  repel 
boarders,  he  mounted  the  quarter  deck  ham- 
mock cloths,  and  in  the  act  of  firing  his  pis- 
tols at  the  enemy,  received  a ball  through  the 
same  shoulder.  Notwithstanding  the  serious 
nature  of  his  wound,  lie  continued  at  his  post 
till  the  enemy  had  struck  ; and  even  then  did 
not  make  known  his  situation  until  all  the 
wounded  had  been  dressed.  His  zeal  and 
courage  did  not  forsake  him  in  his  last  mo- 
ments : for,  a few  days  after  the  action,  al- 
though laboring  under  considerable  debility, 
nd  the  most  excruciating  pain,  he  repaired  to 
quarters  when  an  engagement  was  expected 
with  a ship,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be 
he  Hornet.  Hebore  his  pain  w ith  great  and 
unusual  fortitude,  and  expired  without  a groan, 
“A  dauntless  soul  erect,  who  smiled  on  death.” 
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James  Broom, 

First  lieutenant  of  marines,  on  board  the 
Chesapeake,  about  24  years  of  age,  was  kiil- 
ed  in  the  action  with  the  Shannon,  on  the 
first  of  June. 

lie  was  born  at  Wilmington,  in  the  state  of 
Delaware.  His  fathe.%  maj.  Abraham  Broom, 
till  this  unfortunate  bereavement,  had  three 
sons,  all  of  whom  were  enrolled  in  the  naval 
or  military  service  of  the  country. 

His  brother  Charles,  about  lb  years  of  age, 
is  now  a lieutenant  of  marines,  serving  witli 
commodore  Chauncey,  on  the  lakes,  and 
promises  to  be  an  ornament  to  his  profession, 
having,  to  use  the  expression  of  his  gallant 
commander  in  relation  to  him,  “a  veteran 
head  upon  young  shoulders.” 

His  youngest  brother,  Thomas,  is  a cadet 
at  West  Point,  preparing  for  military  service. 

James,  who  was  on  board  the  Chesapeake 
as  a midshipman  on  his  first  cruise  when  she 
was  attacked  by  the  Leopard,  and  who  had 
his  station  on  the  quarter  deck  along  side  of 
the  commodore,  received  several  wounds. 
These  he  never  forgot,  and  ardently  wished 
for  an  opportunity  to  wipe  off  the  stain  on  the 
national  flag,  which  that  unhappy  event, 
however  unjustly,  was  supposed  to  have  occa- 
sioned. A few  days  before  he  sailed  on  his 
last  cruise,  he  said,  in  a letter  to  the  writer  of 
this  article 


duty  like  a soldier,  and  when  living  was  a du- 
tiful son,  and  was  beloved  by  all  wluo  knew 
him.” 


His  country’s  sympathy  is  all  she  has  to 
g1Ve — he  leaves  her  to  return  his  rich  exam 
pie — an  example  which  will  stimulate  to  the 
noblest  deeds  of  valor  those  who  have  to  sus- 
tain the  untarnished  honor  of  the  American 
flag.  The  blood  whiph  has  already  ilowed  to 
maintain  it,  has  not  flowed  in  vain — it  has 
cemented  the  base  of  the  naval  column 
this  country  is  destined  to  raise.  Shall  not 
then  a grateful  nation  inscribe  on  it  the 
names  of  those,  in  whose  life's  blood  so  glori- 
ous a foundation  is  laid  ? 

Let  the  first  of  June  be  as  memorable  in 
our  annals,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  in  those 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  true  we  did  not  com- 
mand success — this  is  not  for  mortals;  but 
let  it  be  remembered  that  our  flag  was  not 
struck  by  an  American  hand,  and  that  the 
determination  of  the  living  and  dying  to  the 
last  moment  of  the  conflict,  when  no  volition 
was  left  them,  seemed  to  be  “never  to  give  up 
the  ship.”  Anon. 


J.  B.  Sigourney. 

Characteristic  sketches  of  James  B.  Sigour 
ney,  who  fell  on  board  the  United  States’  schr. 
Asp,  which  vessel  he  commanded,  in  the  river 
I have  no  doubt,  we  shall  give  j Potomac,  where  she  was  attacked  by  several 
such  an  account  of  ourselves  as  will  be  gra-  British  barges,  and  carried  by  boarding,  after 


tifying  to  the  friends  of  our  little  navy.” 

It  seems  to  be  a strange  fatality,  that  after 
having  been  employed  in  many  different  ves- 
sels be  should,  after  a lapse  of  six  years, 
have  been  turned  over  to  the  unfortunate 
Chesapeake,  to  terminate  his  career  in  the 
same  ship  in  which  he  commenced  it. 

From  the  time  he  entered  into  the  service 
until  his  death,  he  was  constantly  employed. 
He  sailed  in  the  Constitution  with  captain 
Hull,  and  the  Vixen  and  other  vessels,  in  all 
of  which  he  conciliated  the  affectionate  esteem 
of  his  brother  officers.  To  good  talents  and 
a competent  education,  he  united  courage, 
guided  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  his  country. 
^Dangers  and  difficulties  were  cheerfully  en- 
countered, in  the  hope  that  he  might  distin- 
guish himself  in  her  cause,  and  shed  a lustre 
on  the  American  character: — Such  youths  as 
these  the  times  can  but  ill  spare.  They  are 
the  brighest  stars  in  our  constellation,  and 
have  by  their  brilliant  exploits  raised  the  pub- 
lic expectation  to  so  lofty  a height  that  none 
but  such  as  they  can  meet  it. 

His  father,  in  a letter  Written  after  the 
capture  of  the  ship,  but  before  the  particulars 


a desperate  resistance  on  the  14<th  July,  1813 — 
taken  from  a letter  from  one  of  his  friends  in 
Boston  to  another  in  Charleston. 

IF,  eeman-s  Ledger. 

The  premature  death  of  our  late  gallant 
friend  Sigourney,  has,  no  doubt,  ere  this 
reached  you ; been  known  and  lamented  by 
you,  and  though  you  may  have  been  acquaint 
ed  with  the  particulars  of  his  short  career,  a 
repetition  from  me,  perhaps  may  not  prove  un- 
interesting. 

James  Butler  Sigourney  entered  the  navy 
as  a midshipman  in  the  month  of  March,  1809 
Immediate  as  his  warrant  was  obtained,  he 
proceeded  to  Portland,  and  was  soon  stationed 
onboard  the  sloop  of  wrar  Wasp,  then  com- 
manded b}'  captain  Robinson,  in  which  vessel 
he  continued  during  the  whole  time  she  was 
under  the  command  of  Lawrence,  whose  pupil 
and*  favorite  he  was.  After  his  return  from 
France,  captain  Lawrence  was  transferred  to 
the  Argus,  to  which  vessel  Sigourney  also  fol- 
lowed, and  in  the  course  of  a short  time  be- 
came the  acting  master,  in  which  situation  he 
continued  while  commanded  by  captain  Crane; 
and  when  that  officer  was  transferred  to  the 


were  known,  says:  “I  am  much  afraid  my | Nautilus,  Sigourney  was  appointed  by  him 
poor  James  is  no  more — his  situation,  having  her  sailing-master.  Shortly  after  the  com- 
the  command  of  the  boarders,  was  very  ha-  mencement  of  the  war,  this  brig  was  unfortu- 
sardous,  and  knowing  his  intrepid  spirit,  I j nately  captured  by  the  Shannon  and  sent  to 
have  but  little  hope  that  he  lives.  This  con  j Halifax.  Sigourney,  on  his  return  to  Boston 
solation,  however,  is  left  me;  befell  doing  his ‘in  September  following,  found  his  own  m osier 


5-4 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TJ  VOL.  V. 


Lawrence  here  with  the  Hornet,  who  offered 
him  the  birth  of  sailing  master  on  board  her, 
but  his  exchange  not  having  been  ratified  by 
government,  he  was  necessarily  obliged  to  re- 
main on  shore.  He  was  in  Boston  until  late 
in  December.  I was  much  with  him,  and  do 
assure  you  the  man  was  greatly  improved 
since  you  knew  him.  He  was  always  an  agree- 
able companion,  and  in  the  intercourse  ot  so- 
cial life  it  w*as  his  constant  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote that  which  would  most  conduce  to  the 
happiness  cff  his  friends. 

Our  friend  had  lately  been  acting  on  the 
southern  station,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
commanded  the  United  States  schobner  Asp, 
which  vessel  was  attacked  in  the  Potomac,  the 
14th  July  last,  by  three  of  the  enemy's  barges, 
which  were  gallantly  beaten  off.  In  about  one 
hour,  however,  a second  attack  was  made,  by 
five  boats,  with  at  least  80  men,  who  succeed- 
ed in  boarding,  exclaiming  as  they  got  up  the 
schooner’s  side,  that  they  would  give  no  quar- 
ters. The  whole  number  of  her  crew  was  only 
twenty-one,  most  of  whom  threw  themselves 
overboard.  Sigourney  nobly  kept  his  post, 
and  was  cut  down  when  only  three  of  his  men 
remained  alive  on  the  deck,  one  of  which  it  is 
said,  asked  for  quarters  which  was  refused 
him.  This  transaction,  in  my  estimation,  casts 
a stain  on  the  Br  itish  naval  character,  not  easy 
to  be  obliterated. 

Our  friend  has  left  behind  him,  in  extreme 
age,  a father  and  mother,  besides  two  sisters, 
whose  situation  in  life,  though  respectable,  is 
far  from  being  affluent.  James  was  the  only 
remaining  son,  and  to  him  his  parents  looked 
for  comfort  and  protection,  nor  looked  in  vain 
while  he  yet  lived.  He  was  particularly  atten- 
tive to,  and  provided  against  their  wants  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability;  but  by  a death  both  sud- 
den and  awful,  though  to  himself  glorious,  this 
their  chief  hope,  is  taken  from  them,  and  for 
their  loss  they  can  receive  no  equivalent,  but 
by  a special  interposition  of  the  Divine  favor; 
and  may  He,  who  is  able  to  keep  them  from 
falling,  alleviate  their  sorrows,  and  be  pleased 
not  to  render  too  painful  what  small  portion 
yet  remains  to  be  performed  of  their  journey 
to  the  grave. 

Sigourney  had  been  in  the  service  nearly 
four  and  ahalf  years,  and  never  had  a furlough 
for  asingle  week  during  that  time.  It  had  never 
fftllen  to  his  lot  to  display  his  skill  or  courage 
as  a warrior,  although  as  an  active  seamen,  his 
fame  was  well  established, "until  that  fatal  day 
that  deprived  his  parents  of  a protector,  his 
companions  of  a friend,  and  his  country  of  a 
hero;  and  though  “the  sun  of  glory  shines 
but  on  his  tomb,”  still 

“ All  noble  spirits,  judging  by  themselves. 

May  yet  conjecture  what  lie  might  have  been/’ 

And  I trust  this  dear  youth,  by  every  lover  of 
his  country  and  of  virtue  will  longbe  justly 
lamented  for  his  intrepidity  and  untimely  fate., 


P.  S.  I understand  from  good  authority,  that 
there  was  a lieutenant's  commission  made  out 
for  Sigourney,  and  is  still  in  the  navy  office  at 
W ashington,  lie  never  having  been  on  shore 
to  receive  it. 


Thomas  Claxton,  junr. 

F romthe  Erie  paper  of  October  15,  1813. 

At  the  funeral  of  midshipman  Claxton,  on 
Friday  last,  the  rev.  Mr.  Reed  delivered  the 
following  address: 

Solemn  and  sad  are  the  impressions  which 
such  a scene  as  this  make  upon  the  mind. 
Death  is  awful.  The  grave  is  a mournful 
theme.  But  there  are  different  degrees  in 
our  feelings,  in  our  solemnities  and  in  our  sor- 
rows for  departed  friends.  When  we  are 
called  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  aged,  of 
those  who  have  passed  thro’  the  vicissitudes 
of  eighty  or  a hundred  years,  and  then  have 
sunk  quietly  to  rest,  the  sight  is  indeed  so- 
lemn and  affecting ; but  it  is  only  what  the 
course  of  nature  has  taught  «s  to  expect,  and 
we  are  all  fully  satisfied  to  see  our  aged  rela- 
tives and  friends  thus  carried  to  the  grave  in 
peace.  But  when  the  rude  hand  of  death 
wrests  from  on  r embrace  our  y outhful  friends, 
when  he  snatches  from  the  fond  parents  the 
consolation  of  their  age,  when  he  tears  from 
the  embrace  of  their  country  her  darling 
hopes,  her  youthful  and  beloved  sons,  from 
whose  future  efforts  she  had  much  to  expect  ; 
then  the  sorrows  of  deprivation  are  felt  with 
d cep  concern  ; we  mourn  our  loss,  and  our 
hearts  experience  the  most  lively  sensations  of 
grief. 

Such  is  the  case  which  we  now  contem- 
plate. Here  you  behold  just  about  to  be  en- 
closed in  the  tomb,  the  remains  of  one  who 
was  brave,  amiable  and  young;  the  delight 
of  his  friends,  and  his  country’s  hope.  Of 
his  bravery  and  good  conduct  in  the  hour  of 
danger  and  death,  when  his  friends  and  com- 
panions were  falling  around  him,  they  can  tell 
who  witnessed,  and  who  were  engaged  in  that 
late  arduous  contest,  which  gloriously  termi- 
nated in  the  destruction  of  the  hopes  of  our 
enemy,  and  in  our  deliverance  from  the  cala- 
mities of  war  on  our  frontiers,  and  perhaps  in 
the  heart  of  our  country  ; a war  which  has 
been,  and  no  doubt  would  still  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  the  barbarous 
savage.  To  him  whose  body  we  are  about  to 
commit  to  the  earth,  we  are  partly  indebted 
for  our  preservation.  When  he  whom  we  now 
lament,  was  numbered  with  the  victims  of 
death,  with  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  and 
in  severe  torture,  was  told  that  his  country’s 
flag,  the flag  he  had  so  gallantly  defended, was 
struck  to  her  foes,  the  anguish  of  his  heart  for 
his  country’s  loss  far  exceeded  the  pain  of 
his  wounds,  ho  could  not  refrain,  he  burst  into 
tears — the  warrior  wept,  But  kipd  Provi 
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dence  was  pleased  to  permit  him  to  live  to  see 
liis  country’s  banner  waving  above  that  ot  the 
vanquished  lbe — to  hear  the  sound  of  victory 
echoed  from  shore  to  shore  ; and,  at  length, 
covered  with  laurels  and  glory,  he  sunk  in  the 
arms  of  death. 

“So  sleep  the  brave,  who  sink  to  rest, 

By  all  Uieir  country’s  wishes  blest.” 

lie  was  amiable — his  intimate  friends,  his 
companions  inarms,  and  all  who  had  the  ho- 
nor of  his  acquaintance,  declare  with  one 
voice  that  his  character  was  irreproachable — 
that  he  was  amiable,  generous  and  kind — that 
he  possessed  in  a high  degree  the  line  feelings 
of  friendship,  the  just  sense  of  honor,  and 
that  disposition,  which  is  always  inseparable 
from  true  nobleness  of  mind,  to  prefer  to  his 
own  interest  and  safety,  the  interest  and  ho- 
nor of  his  country  and  his  friends.  That  he 
possessed  this  disposition,  his  conduct  when 
he  fell  is  sufficient  proof. 

But  he  was  young.  He  was  cut  down  in 
the  flower  of  youth.  Twenty  annual  suns 
had  little  more  than  beamed  upon  his  open- 
ing bloom,  when  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  death: 
when  he  was  called  to  deposit  his  body  in  the 
grave,  and  to  present  his  soul  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  God.  Death  is  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons. The  youthful  and  the  aged,  the  foolish 
and  the  wise,  the  coward  and  the  brave,  are 
all  by  bis  fatal  dart  consigned  to  the  tomb 
sooner  or  later,  and  how  soon  none  can  tell, 
all  of  us,  my  friends,  must  fall  beneath  his 
hand.  Our  youthful  and  our  aged  friends  who 
are  now  daily  falling  around  us,  are  so  many 
monitors  censuring  our  carelessness  and  negli- 
gence, and  with  united  voice  exhorting  us  to 
prepare  to  meet  our  God.  Soon,  alas,  per- 
haps too  soon  for  many  of  us,  the  pies&enger 
of  death  will  speak  and  in  a voice  of  thunder 
call  us  to  judgment.  Let  us  therefore  im- 
prove the  present  opportunity.  While  mercy 
is  offered  let  us  accept.  And,  casting  our- 
selves upon  the  care  of  that  God  who  has  laid 
the  plan  and  given  us  the  means  of  salvation; 
trusting  in  that  Redeemer  who  has  given 
himself  a sacrifice  to  save  us  from  death  ; liv- 
ing in  the  practice  of  godliness,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  shall  hear 
without  alarm  the  voice  that  calls  us  to  the 
grave,  and  pass  from  this  scene  of  death  and 
sorrow,  to  the  blessed  regions  of  immortality 
arid  joy. 

[.Midshipman  Claxton  died  in  consequence 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  on 
Erie,  on  board  the  Lawrence .] 


Captain  Robert  Hatch. 

From  a Charleston  paper  of  Feb.  14,  1814. 

Died,  on  the  6th  inst.  captain  Robert 
Hatch,  aged  56  years,  of  a wound  herqeeiv- 
ed  on  the  30th  ult.  on  board  the  United 
States’  schooner  Alligator,  in  an  engagement 
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with  six  British  barges,  in  Stono  River,  which 
the  Alligator  succeeded  in  beating  off. 

Captain  Hatch  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
Massachusetts  ; went  to  sea  at  an  early  age, 
and  was  impressed  on  board  of  a British  man 
of  war  just  before  the  declaration  of  Ameri- 
can independence.  After  three  and  a half 
years  servitude  (during  which  time  he  was 
compelled  to  fight  against  his  countrymen, 
and  in  three  different  actions  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  thigh  and  legs)  he  embraced 
the  first  opportunity  ol*  making  his  escape, 
and  immediately  took  up  arms  in  defence  of 
American  independence,  which  he  support- 
ed with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  his 
country. 

After  American  independence  was  esta- 
blished, captain  Hatch  made  Charleston  his 
placs  of  residence,  and  for  several  years  was 
employed  in  the  West-India  trade.  That 
trade  soon  becoming  precarious,  captain  H. 
entered  into  the  coasting  trade  in  this  state, 
and  followed  it  until  the  present  disturbance 
between  this  country  and  Britain  took  place. 
He  then  expressed  his  anxiety  of  meeting  the 
enemy  on  their  boasted  element ; for  said,  he, 
‘T  have  a son  that  has  been  torn  from  me  up- 
wards of  three  years  and  a half,  and  although 
I have  sent  on  every  necessary  document  to 
prove  his  nativity,  I cannot  get  his  discharge; 
and  the  last  accounts  I had  of  him  was,  that 
he  was  on  board  of  the  Frolic  when  the  action 
took  place  between  her  and  the  Wasp,  and 
not  having  heard  of  him  since,  I fear  he  has 
fallen  a victim  to  their  accursed  arbitrary 
mode  of  manning  their  ships.”  But,  having  a 
large  and  helpless  family,  an  aged  mother 
and  seven  children;  one  a girl  of  twelve  years 
of  age,  who  is  severely  afflicted  from  the  ef- 
fects of  an  appoplectic  stroke  when  an  infant, 
and  who  is  now  an  helpless  ideot;  wl^o  looked 
up  entirely  to  him  for  support,  having  lately 
lost  their  only  house  by  lire,  and  a valuable 
male  slave,  who  assisted  much  in  the  support 
of  the  family,  taken  by  a British  cruiser  from 
the  schooner  Planter,  capia, in  Hussey,  going 
from  hence  to  Beaufort,  he  was  compelled  to 
be  near  his  family,  as  the  earnings  of  his 
hands  were  their  entire  support.  He  there- 
fore volunteered  his  services  as  pilot  and  sail 
master  on  board  the  United  States’  schoorter 
Alligator,  on  this  and  the  Beaufort  station, 
where  he  remained  until  the  30th  ult.  when, 
on  the  morning  of  that  day,  as  she  was  coming 
from  St.  Helena  to  Charleston,  off  Stono, 
they  discovered  a ship  and  brig  in  pursuit  of 
them.  The  Alligator  then  put  into  Stono. 

It  was  suggested  by  her  gallant  commander, 
sailing-master  Bassett,  to  captain  Hatch,  that 
they  had  better  run  higher  up,  as  in  all  pro- 
bability the  enemy  would  send  their  bo.ats  in 
in  the  course  of  the  night;  for,  said  lie,  you 
know  they  have  cut  out  frigates.  Captain 
Hatch  replieVL  they  cannot  semi  their  boats  in 
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without  they  extraordinary  good  pilots;” 

but  if  they  do  come,  “we  will  dose  them.” 
About  seven  o’clock,  P.  M.  six  boats  were  dis- 
covered under  the  marsh,  about  fifty  yards 
abreast  of  the  Alligator;  they  were  imme- 
diately hailed,  but  not  answering,  a musket 
was  fired  over  them;  upon  which  the  Alliga- 
tor received  a volley  of  musketry  aiid  grape 
from  the  barges;  dividing  themselves  two  on 
each  side,  and  two  ahead  of  her.  The  schooner 
immediately  cut  her  cable  and  made  sail.  The 
action  then  became  general,  and  during  the 
time  it  lasted,  thirty  minutes,  was  very  warm; 
when  the  enemy  sheered  off,  being  pretty 
“well  dosed.” 

In  the  early  part  of  the  action  captain  H. 
received  a wound  just  below  his  temples, 
which  took  both  of  his  eyes  out;  but  he  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  go  below,  and  remained 
on  deck  encouraging  the  crew,  exclaiming, 
“take  good  aim,  my  lads,  and  don’t  waste  your 
ammunition,”  until  the  battle  was  over. 

The  Alligator  mounts  ten  guns,  and  had 
thirty-eight  men  in  the  action.  The  barges, 
upon  a moderate  calculation,  must  have  had 
twenty  men  each.  The  day  following,  capt. 
Hatch  was  brought  to  town,  and  suffered  the 
most  excruciating  pain  for  six  days,  when  he 
resigned  his  soul  to  his  Maker.  Thus  termi- 
nated the  life  of  a brave  man — who  was  also 
a kind  and  indulgent  parent,  a tender  and  af- 
fectionate husband,  a generous,  and  benevo- 
lent neighbor  and  friend. 


Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike. 

It  is  a little  extraordinary  that,  as  the  biogra- 
phy of  our  naval  heroes  (even  of  those  who 
yet  live  to  honor  their  country)  has  become 
so  fashionable;  no  one,  possessing  the  neces- 
sary documents  for  the  purpose,  has  yet  at- 
tempted a sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of 
the  ever  to  be  lamented  brigadier  general 
Pike;  a name  that  will  be  dear  to  his  coun- 
try and  revered  by  its  army,  while  private 
worth  and  public  virtue,  courage,  prudence, 
fortitude  and  justice  are  esteemed  among 
men.  The  editor  of  the  weekly  register, 
however  incompetent  he  might  be  to  the 
task,  would  have  been  happy  to  have  linked 
the  remembrance  of  this  wTork  to  the  immor- 
tality of  Pike,  if  he  possessed,  or  knew  how 
to  obtain,  the  materials  for  a biographical 
memoir  of  the  illustrious  dead — but  these 
being  wanting,  be  can  only  insert  the 
following  notiee  of  his  death,  extracted  from 
a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Aurora , and 
record  an  account  of  the  honors  paid  to  his 
memory,  by  those  who  knew  his  value  the 
best. 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  YORK,  IN  CANADA. 

The  following  account  of  the  enterprise 

against  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  has  been 


.communicated  to  one  of  those  whom  the  hero 
who  fell  before  that  place  had  selected  from 
the  “crowd  of  the  vv.  rid,”  as  worthy  of  hi3 
friendship  while  living,  and  of  his  Yem em- 
brace even  in  the  moment  of  victory  and  deatl  1 . 
Thatremembranceis  too  precious  not  to  excite, 
wit;  the  sorrow  for  the  loss  which  his  country 
lias  sustained,  emotions  too  lively  to  he  expres- 
sed in  any  form  of  words.  Theaccount,  as  it  will 
appear,  was  written  ( n the  speoia,  injunction  of 
general  Pike,  by  one  of  his  companions  in  arms 
and  who  fell  by  his  side,  and  are  communicated 
from  the  original  for  this  paper.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  unaffected  and  interesting  narrative 
of  the  officer  to  whom  the  general  gave  the 
injunction: 

“ Without  the  honor  of  a personal  acquaint- 
ance, I address  you  at  the  particular  order  of 
the  late  general  Pike,  after  he  had  been  mor- 
tally wounded — his  words  were  exactly  these: 

— “ I am  mortally  wounded— my  ribs 

and  back  are  stove  in — write  my  friend 

and  tell  him  what  you  know  of  the  battle 

and  to  comfort  my ” Some  things  else 

he  said,  on  which  1 shall  again  write  you ; and 
many  things  he  said  for  your  ear,  have  escaped 
me  through  the  severity  of  my  own  bruises.. 
As  an  order  from  general  Pike  while  living* 
was  an  obligation  of  duty  on  me  to  obey,  I 
shall  hardly  disregard  his  injunctions,  even 
though  we  have  parted  for  ever. 

We  embarked  the  22d  and  23d  of  April, 
but  the  weather  being  stormy  we  returned 
into  port,  and  sailed  again  on  the  25th,  and  ar- 
rived at  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  the  27th, 
about  7 o'clock,  A.  M.  and  immediately  pre- 
pared to  land  opposite  the  old  scite  of  fort 
Torento.  A body  of  British  grenadiers  were 
paraded  on  the  shore,  and  the  Glengary  fenci- 
bles,  a corps  which  has  been  disciplined  with 
great  pains  foi  six  months  past,  appeared  at 
another  point.  Bodies  of  Indians  were  per- 
ceived in  large  groups  in  different  directions; 
and  a considerable  number  in  some  woods  and 
underwoods  on  our  leeward  flank. 

About  the  scite  of  the  old  French  fort  of 
Torento,  of  which  scarcely  any  vestiges  at. 
present  remain,  we  could  discern  a few  horse- 
men, who  we  perceived  afterwards  moving  into 
the  town,  where  strong  field  works  had  been 
thrown  up  to  oppose  our  landing. 

As  soon  as  the  horsemen  had  entered  the 
town  wq.  saw  the  Indians  moving  in  gangs 
along  the  skirts  of  the  woods ; under  the  direc- 
tion of  British  officers  taking  post  at  stations 
pointed  out  to  them;  apparently  calculated 
with  some  skill  as  to  the  point  which  the  water 
and  the  weather  must  compel  us  to  land. 

After  these  Indians,  acting  as  tirailleurs, 
Were  thus  disposed,  we  perceived  very  distinct- 
ly the  regulars  moving  out  of  their  works,  in 
open  columns  of  platoons,  and  marching  along 
the  bank  in  that  order;  when  they  reached  the 
plain,  of  the  old  fort  Torento,  they  were 
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wheeled  off  by  heads  of  platoons  into  the 
woods,  and  soon  appeared  in  the  same  order 
below  the  plain  just  at  the  position  at  which 
our  troops  were  under  the  necessity  of  land- 
ing. 

Major  Forsythe,  and  his  excellent  and  gal- 
lant rifle  corps,  who  had  been  placed  in  two 
large  batteaux , pulled  undauntedly  towards  the 
clear  ground  where  he  had  been  ordered  to 
land;  but  he  was  forced  by  the  strength  of  the 
wind,  a considerable  distance  below  his  des- 
tined point. 

The  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles  here  com- 
menced from  the  shore;  the  enemy  being  within 
a few  feet  of  the  water  and  in  a considerable 
degree  masked  by  the  wood  and  copse. 

Here  major  Forsythe  ordered  his  men  to 
rest  for  a few  moments  upon  their  oars  and 
soon  opened  a galling  fire  upon  the  enemy.  In 
the  moment  when  Forsythe’s  corps  were  lying 
upon  their  oars  and  priming,  gen.  Pike  was 
standing  on  the  deck,  and  impatient  at  the  ap- 
parent pause  of  an  instant,  and  seeing  that  the 
rifle  corps  had  been  driven  by  the  wind  beyond 
the  point  at  which  they  were  to  have  embark- 
ed; exclaimed — u By 1 can’t  stay  here  any 

longer!”  and  addressed  himself  to  his  staff, 
“ come  jump  into  the  boat,”  which  we  imme- 
diately did ; the  commodore  having  reserved 
a boat  specially  for  him  and  his  suite;  the 
little  coxswain  was  ordered  immediately  to 
steer  for  the  middle  of  the  fray,  and  the  balls 
whistled  gloriously  around ; probably  their 
number  was  owing  to  seeing  so  many  officers 
in  the  same  boat;  but  we  laughed  at  their 
clumsy  efforts  as  we  pressed  forward  with  well 
pulled  oars. 

The  infantry  had,  according  to  orders,  em- 
barked at  the  same  time,  and  formed  in  pla- 
toons as  fast  as  they  reached  the  shore.  The 
general  took  command  of  the  first  platoon  he 
reached  and  formed  it  below  and  ordered  the 
whole  to  prepare  for  a charge  as  soon  as  we 
reached  the  top  of  the  bank;  we  proceeded,  in 
high  spirits  and  mounted  the  bank  under  a 
volley  of  their  musketry  and  rifle  shot ; but 
we  had  not  time  to  form  our  platoon  complete 
ly  when  the  British  grenadiers  shewed  m their 
backs — at  the  very  moment  of  their  turning 
tail  upon  us  the  sound  of  Forsythe’s  bugles  was 
• heard,  with  peculiar  delight,  as  it  was  the  in- 
dication of  his  success;  the  effect  of  the  bugle 
upon  the  nerves  of  the  British  Indian  allies 
was  electric;  for  they  no  sooner  heard  it  than 
they  gave  a most  diabolical  yell,  and  fled  in  all 
directions.  ( 

The  Glengary  corps  skirmished  with  For- 
sythe’s while  the  infantry  were  landing:  and 
brigade  major  Hunter  formed  the  troops  for 
as  they  landed  and  reached  the  plain. 
The  volunteer  corps  commanded  by  colonel 
Madura  flanked  the  reserve,  and  the  lujbt.  ar 
iillery  commanded  by  major  E ust is,  acting  a* 

' infantry,  covered  the  loft-. 

■«  Sup  Von.  V 


It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  place  the  gallant 
and  masterly  co-operation  of  commodore 
Chauncey,  and  the  naval  squadron  under  hi» 
command;  he  sent  his  schooners  mounting 
heavy  metal  to  cover  the  landing,  and  kept  up 
so  well  directed  and  incessant  a fire  of  grape 
on  the  woods,  as  to  effectually  cover  our  right 
flank,  and  afforded  us  great  facility  in  forming 
our  platoons:  besides  producing  the  utmost 
consternation  among  the  Indians.  A shot 
from  one  of  the  schooners  killed  a horse  under 
the  aid  of  the  British  general ; but  owing  to 
the  shallowness  of  the  water,  neither  the  ship 
nor  brig  could  be  brought  in  to  participate  in 
the  action;  but  the  commodore  himself  was 
through  the  whole  of  the  action,  in  his  boat,  en- 
couraging and  giving  orders  to  the  different 
schooners.  The  navy  lost  two  gallant  young 
midshipmen,  and  about  twenty  seamen  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  service  of  landing  ns. 

The  troops  ordered  to  land  by  general  Pike 
when  he  went  on  shore,  where  the  thi  ee  com1- 
panies  of  captain  Hoppock,  (who  was  mortal- 
ly Wounded  in  the  boat)  captain  Scott,  and 
captain  Young,  of  the  15th  regiment  United 
States  infantry,  all  under  the  command  c£ 
major  King  of  the  same  regiment,  (the  same 
who  gallantly  distinguished  himself  at  Queens- 
town,) their  orders  were  to  reinforce  major 
Forsythe,  and  effect  a landing — and  they  w ere 
forbidden  to  load  or  use  powder;  the  riflemen 
of  Forsythe,  as  the  infantry  came  up,  opened 
a heavy  and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy;  and 
the  three  companies  landed  in  the  most  com- 
plete style;  the  enemygave  waybefore  our  troops 
couldcometothebayonet’s  point*  and  were  pur- 
sued up  the  hank  by  our  troops;  at  the  top  of  the 
bank  afresh  body  of  British  grenadiers  (said  to 
be  the  8th  or  king's  grenadiers)  made  a forfnida  - 
ble  charge  upon  this  column  of  ours,  and  com- 
pelled us  for  an  instant  to  retire ; but  out 
troops  instantly  rallied  and  returned  to  th6 
charge,  and  with  the  most  complete  success, 
not  a man  of  the  grenadiers  escaped  our  fire 
or  charge,  and  our  troops  just  reinforced  by 
the  remainder  of  the  15th,  remained  undis- 
puted masters  of  the  bank.  This  reinforce- 
ment brought  the  colors  of  the  15th,  which  ac- 
companied the  platoon  of  captain  tjtecle.* 
The  enemy  presenting  a fresh  front,  the  troops 
were  instantly  formed  for  the  charge  by  ma  jor 
King,  who  gave  them  Yankee  Doodle;  but  the 
enemy  did  not  like  our  musie,  nor  our  pikes, 
any  better  than  our  rifles:  they  gave  way  ar  c! 
fled  in  the  utmost  disorder. 

As  soon  as  our  force  were  all  landed  and 
collected,  we  were  formed  into  platoons,  and 
marched  in  that  order  towards  the  enemy's 
works,  flanked  by  the  rifle  corps. 

Our  march  was  by  the  lake  road  in  sections, 
but  the  route  was  so  much  intersected  by 
streams  and  rivulets,  the  bridges  over  which- 
lad  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  as  they  re* 

* Vrpliew  of  general  StefGle,  edllfetqr  of  the  part  of  Philadelphia* 
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treated,  that  we  . were  considerably  retarded 
in  our  progress;  we  collected  logs  and  by  severe 
efforts  at  length  contrived  to  pass  over  one 
field  piece  and  a howitzer,  which  were  placed 
at  the  head  of  our  column  in  charge  of  captain 
Fanning  of  the  3d  artillery:  and  thus  we  pro- 
ceeded through  a spacious  wood,  as  soon  as  we 
merged  from  which  we  were  saluted  by  a bat- 
tery of  21  pounders,  but  excepting  some  pikes 
broken  and  some  bayonets  bent,  these  guns 
gave  us  no  annoyance. 

The  general  then  ordered  one  of  his  aids 
(Frazer)  and  a serjeant  to  proceed  to  the  right 
of  the  battery  in  order  to  discover  how  many 
men  were  in  the  works;  we  did  so,  and  report- 
ed to  him  the  number,  and  that  they  were 
spiking  their  own  guns  towards  the  ship- 
ping. 

The  general  immediately  ordered  captain 
Walworth  of  the  16th  with  his  company  of 
grenadiers  to  make  the  assault.  Walworth 
gallantry  ordered  his  men  to  trail  arms,  and 
advance  at  the  accelerated  pace,  but  at  the 
moment  when  they  were  ordered  to  recover 
and  charge  the  enemy,  the  enemy  broke  in  the 
utmost  confusion,  leaving  several  men  wound- 
ed on  the  ground  which  they  abandoned. 

We  then  proceeded  in  admirable  order  on 
a gradual  ascent,  when  a fire  was  opened  upon 
us  of  round  and  cannister  from  the  quarters 
of  the  British  governor;  the  general  here  or- 
dered the  troops  to  lie  close,  while  the  artil- 
lery battery  under  major  Eustis  was  brought 
fo  the  front;  and  silenced  the  enemy’s  battery. 
The  firing  very  soon  ceased  altogether,  and 
we  were  expecting  a flag  of  surrender,  at  the 
very  moment  when  a terrible  explosion  of  the 
British  magazine  took  place.  The  explosion 
was  stupendous  and  awful,  and  at  the  instant 
the  common  supposition  was,  that  it  was  a 
subterraneous  mine  The  general  had  just 
aided  in  removing  a wounded  man  with  his 
ovir  hands,  and  had  sat  down  on  a stump  with 
a o ritisli  serjeant  we  had  taken  prisoner,  whom 
the  general,  with  captain  Nicholson  and  my- 
self, were  examining,  when  the  explosion  took 
place.  The  general,  captain  Nicholson  and 
the  British  serjeant,  were  all  mortally  wound- 
ed, and  I was  go  much  bruised  in  the  general 
crash  that  it  is  surprising  how  I survived;  pro- 
hat l v'  I owe  ray  escape  to  the  corpulency  of 
the  British  serjeant,  whose  body  was  thrown 
upon  mine  by  the  concussion. 

Brigade  major  Hunter,  assisted  by  lieute- 
nant colonel  Mitchell  of  the  3d  artillery,  who 
abated  as  a volunteer  on  the  expedition,  formed 
the  troops,  and  we  were  ready  to  give  or  re- 
ceive a charge  in  five  minutes  after  this  explo- 
sion. 

The  wounds  of  general  Pike,  were  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  disable  him  from  all  further  ser- 
vice, and  the  command  devolved  on  colonel 
Pearce,  of  the  16th  infantry,  as  the  senior  offi- 
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,cer,  who  sent  a fiag,  demanding  an  immediate 
surrender  at  discretion — they  made  only  one 
stipulation,  which  was  granted  without  hesi 
tation,  that  is,  that  private  property  should 
be  respected. 

The  British  general  made  his  escape  and 
a body  of  the  regular  troops  with  him,  in  what 
direction  I have  not  heard. 

When  the  surgeons  were  carrying  their 
wounded  general  and  his  aids  from  the  field, 
our  troops,  which  had  just  formed,  gave  a tre- 
mendous liazza!  The  general  turned  his  head 
anxiously  to  enquire  what  that  was  for;  a ser- 
jeant who  accompanied  him  said: — “ Tl.c  Bri- 
tish union-jack  is  coming  down  general — the 
stars  are  going  up”- — he  heaved  a sigh  of  ex 
tacy  and  smiled  even  amidst  the  anguish  which 
must  have  been  inseparable  from  the  state  of 
his  wounds.  He  was  carried  on  board  the  Pa  t 
schooner,  together  with  his  aid-de-camp 
Frazer,  and  from  thence  on  board  the  commo- 
dore’s ship  accompanied  by  the  commodore 
who  came  to  attend  him.  Onboard  the  com- 
modore’s ship  his  gallant  spirit  fled,  another 
Montgomery  in  fate;  not  indeed  perishing  by* 
the  valor  of  a gallant  foe  in  noble  combat, 
but  falling,  even  in  the  arms  of  victory,  by  the 
bararian  revenge  of  a baffled  and  defeated 
enemy. 

General  Dearborn,  commodore  Chauncev, 
and  indeed  every  officer  and  soldier,  sees  in  the 
loss  of  our  friend,  the  loss  of  one  of  our  coun- 
try’s proudest  ornaments,  and  the  military 
profession  its  brightest  example  and  model. 

EXTRACT DATED 

“ Sue  Lett's  Harbor,  14  th  Jfai/,  1813. 

“ The  remains  of  brigadier  general  Zebu  Ion 
M.  Pike,  who  fell  on  the  27th  ultimo,  at  the 
attack  upon  York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Cana 
da,  were  yesterday  interred  at  this  place  in 
the  magazine  of  fort  Tompkins.  His  funeral 
was  attended  with  appropriate  military  honors. 
He  fell  gloriously  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in 
the  very  moment  of  victory.  All  regret  his 
loss — but  what  brave  man  would  not  die,  as 
he  died.  His  country  will  honor  his  memory 
— history  will  consummate  his  fame  ; and  in 
the  heart  of  every  American  the  departed  hero 
will  find  a tomb. 

<£  Captain  Nicholson,  aid  to  the  general, 
who  fell  by  his  side,  was  buried  in  the  same 
tomb.” 

“ The  flag  at  fort  Tompkins  and  those  of 
the  naval  squadron  under  command  of  com- 
modore Chauncy,  weie  at  half  mast  through 
the  day;  minute  guns  Were  fired,  and  all  that 
appertained  to  the  ceremony  was  conducted 
with  a decorum  and  military  etiquette  honoi 
able  to  the  army.” 

The  following  was  the  order  cf  the  funera? 
-procession:  ^ f. 
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Major  Johnson,  marshal. 

^four  field  -pieces  taken  from  the  enemy. 

Escort  commanded  by  colonel  Miller. 

Music. 

General's  horse 

Major  Brown.  ^ f g Major  Herkimer. 

M ijor  Whitlock.  ~ !.  j a M ijor  Noon. 

Major  Smith.  g f g y Major  B 'ebc. 

Lt.  Col.  Dennis.  BJ  ^ Lt.  Col.  Mills. 
.Mourners. 

General  Brown,  Colonel  Macomb. 

Captain  Jones, 

a volunteer  aid  of  the  general,  and  who  was  wound 
ed  with  the  general  when  he  fell. 

Captain  Boyle.  f £ Captain  Nye. 

Captain  Crane,  sj  w ^ Captain  Howard. 
jVIourners. 

Volunteers  corps,  without  arms. 

Second  Brigade,  without  arms. 

Artillery,  without  arms. 

Marine  corps,  without  arms. 

Seamen. 

Subalterns. 

C ip  tains. 

Field  officers 

General  Chandler,  Coinmodere  Chauncey,  and  suite. 
Citizens. 


as  may 


FROM  THE  BUFFALO  GAZETTE. 

Tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  general 

Z M.  Pike. 

Fort  George,  August  30th,  1813. 
At  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  15th  re- 
giment, convened  at  the  colonel's  quarters,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  association  to  en- 
deavor to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  its  late 
commander,  Z.  M.  Pike,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, it  was  agreed,  that  lieutenants  George 


oath  administered  to  such  membe 
j not  have  taken  the  same. 

“ Greenbush,  Sept.  2d,  1812.  , 

“ Regimental  orders — Our  country  Las  at 
(length  conferred  to  our  valor  and  patriotism 
j the  standard  of  the  nation — That  flag,  soldiers, 

I which  under  our  charge  we  hope  to  see  wave 
j in  triumph  over  all  our  enemies,  and  which  1 
have  now  called  you  together  to  give  a solemn 
pledge,  that  you  will  support  with  your  sacred 
lives,  as  we  expect  for  honor  and  happiness  in 
this  life  and  fame  after  death. 

“ The  standard  of  the  1 5th  I hope  will  point 
out  the  road  to  glory,  and  I feel  full  confidence 
that  no  enemies  will  ever  pollute  it  with  their 
sacrilegious  hands,  until  they  have  walked 
over  the  dead  bodies  of  its  brave  defenders. 

“ We  solemnly  swear,  that  we  will  defend 
I this  standard  against  all  the  enemies  of  our 
| country,  and  that  we  will  never  desert  it  in  the 
field  of  battle  or  hour  of  danger,  so  help  vs 
God.  (Signed) 

Z.  M.  PIKE.” 

Art.  2.  Each  succeeding  27th  April,  the  day 
on  which  the  immortal  Pike  fell,  the  standard 
will  be  dressed  in  mourning,  each  officer  to 
wear  crape  and  all  unnecessary  duties  dis 
pensed  with  during  the  day,  as  a t oken  of  res- 


pect for  the  memory  of  our  departed  friend 
and  commander. 

Art.  3.  To  preserve  the  honor  and  harmony 
of  the  association  thus  instituted,  it  sliall  stall 
times  be  deemed,  a tribunal  of  honor:  before 
whom  all  local  disputes  may  be  discussed 
and  decided,  upon  the  application  of  either 
party  (being  a member)  who  has  a right,  to 


M Glassin,  Richard  L.  Howell  and  ensign  claim  a meeting  of  said  board.  Two-thirds  of 
William  Coffie,  be  a committc  to  draft  suitable  j the  members  pvese.ntj.wil!  constitute  a quorum 
rules  and  articles  for  that  purpose;  who  at  the!  for  business,  a majority  of  which  shall  be  bind- 
next  meeting,  convened  at  colonel  Brearly’s  ins:  on  its  members. 


quarters,  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
presenting  the  following,  which,  after  being 
read,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  adopted 
as  a constitution  on  the  2d  September  inst.  viz. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  15th,  or  late 
general  Pike’s  regiment,  infiuencencl  by  a sense 
of  respect  for  our  deceased  commander,  and  a 
wish  to  perpetuate  that  fame  which,  with  the 
regiment,  descended  to  our  charge,  as  well  as 
f >r  other  honorable  purposes,  associate  ourselves 
under  the  name  and  title  of 

THE  BOARD  OF  HON4DR, 
of  the  1 5th,  or  late 

GENERAL  PIKE'S  REGIMENT. 


Art.  4.  The  officers  who  new  hold  commis- 
sions in  said  regiment,  or  those  who  have  or 
may  retire  from  the  army  with  honor,  may  be 
considered  members.  Officers  who  hereafter 
may  be  appointed  in  this  regiment,  are  entitled 
to  the  rights  of  becoming  original  members. 

Art.  5.  Any  officer  of  the  army  who  ma}' 
have  signalized  himself  in  the  service  of  his 
country  may  be  admitted  as  an  honorary  mem- 
ber by  a unanimous  vote  of  all  the  original 
members  present  at  the  time  of  such  application, 
who,  when  thus  admitted,  shall  constitute  a 
part  of  the  Board  of  Honor  with  equal  rights 


And  do  adopt  the  following  articles  for  our  go-  £ t in  the  admission  of  members 
vernment,  subiect  to  such  additional  ones  as  . t . . . 


abject 

from  time  to  time  may  be  deemed  proper 
am : 


by 

said  bo 

Article  1.  The  2d  of  September,  1813,  being 
the  day  on  which  the  standard  was  presented 
to  us  by  our  late  gallant  chief,  we  agreed  that 
each  succeeding  anniversary  of  it  be  held  in 
festivity,  as  commemorative  of  the  honor  thus 
conferred;  and  on  the  morning  of  each  anni- 
versary the  standard  will  be  displ  ayed  on  the 
parade,  and  the  following  order  read  and  the 


Art.  6.  At  each  annual  meeting,  a president 
and  secretary  shall  be  elected  for  the  ensui:  g 
year,  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of 
either,  the  board  or  a quorum  thereof  can  elect 
said  officers,  pro  tempore. 

Art.  7.  Jn  all  cases  wherein  the  board  may 
be  engaged  in  settling  the  disputes  of  its  mem- 
bers the  secretary  shall  administer  Ike  follow- 
ing declaration  : 

“ Having  taken  into  our  charge  the  honor 
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of  A B and  C D,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  do 
justice  to  the  said  parties  and  the  board  to 
which  we  have  the  hpnor  to  belong.” 

Pone  in  our  encampment,  near  fort  George 
Upper  Canada,  the  second  year  of  the 
war,  2d  September,  1813. 

(Signed) 

David  Hr  early,  col.  1 5th. 

White  Youngs , capt. 

Henry  H.  Vandals em,  capt. 

'Lac  Rossell , capt. 

Joseph  L.  Barton , capt. 

G.  M'Glassin , lieut. 

Richard  L.  Howell , lieut.  and  may. 

of  brigade. 

Aaron  Snip  hen,  lieut 

J.  D Hayden , lieut. 

Joseph  Scofield , lieut. 

Samuel  M'Dougall,  lieut . 

David  Riddle , lieut. 

S John  Scott , lieut. 

II.  K.  Mullin,  ens.  and  adjt , 

Win.  Coffie , ens.  and  qr.  master. 

Daniel  Burch , ens. 

Ckas.  H.  Roberts , ens. 

According  to  the  above,  the  officers  met  on 
the  2d  inst.  and  chose  colonel  D.  Brearly,  pre- 
sident, and  captain  Youngs,  secretary,  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  after  going  through  the  ce- 
remonies at  troop  beat,  they  retired  to  make 
arrangements  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
mess  together  on  that  day;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  they  sat  down  to  a sumptuous 
camp  dinner  about  2 P.  M.  colonel  Brearly 
presiding  assisted  by  captain  Youngs,  honored 
by  the  company  of  colonels  Miller  and  Pierce, 
the  adjutant  and  inspector  generals,  with  other 
distinguished  officers,  after  which  a number 
of  toasts  [among  which  were  the  following] 
were  drank  with  harmony  and  friendship. 

The  day  we  celebrate — The  shores  of  York 
and  fort  George,  witness  how  sacred  we  have 
held  the  charge  it  gave  us — may  we,  at  each 
succeeding  anniversary,  have  equal  cause  to 
look  back  with  exultation  and  pride. 

The  memory  of  the  ever  to  be  regretted 
general  Montgomery  Pike,  whose  soul  is  waft- 
ed to  the  realms  of  bliss — we  cherish  his 
precepts,  and  will  endeavor  to  imitate  his 
examples. 

A nation’s  tears  will  consecrate  bis  name. 

And  raise  his  virtues  on  the  wings  of  Fame. 

The  memory  of  captain  Hoppock  and 
lieutenant  Bloomfield,  of  the  15th  regiment, 
and  captain  Lyons  and  Nicholson,  and  their 
brave  associates— who  are  immortalized  by  a 
glorious  death  at  the  battle  of  York. 

A speedy  peace,  ratified  under  the  Ameri- 
can standard  triumphant,  within  the  walls  of 
Quebec. 

An  opinion  of  general  Pike's:  “There  are 
men  in  the  army,  who  have  courage  enough 
to  act  without  any  other  interest  than  that  of 
a.  love  of  country5" — may  we  cherish  and  fos- 
ter such  sentiments. 


The  citizens  of  the  United  States— May 
those  who  wish  te  maintain  that  title,  learn  to 
appreciate  the  services  of  their  own  army, 
and  despise  the  cruelties  of  their  enemies. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

By  the  president , col  Brearley.  The  friends 
of  the  army,  the  strongest  advocates  for 
peace 

By  adjutant  Miller , of  the  loth  infantry. 
May  the  3d  and  15th  regiments  vie  with  each 
other  in  cherishing  those  invaluable  precepts 
left  them  by  their  late  gallant  commander, 
general  Pike. 


General  Covington. 

TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  RE- 
PUBLICAN, MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  gentlemen,  an 
intimate  friend  and  life-time  companion  of 
general  Leonard  Covington,  begs  leave  to 
furnish  you  with  the  following  imperfect 
compendium  of  his  character,  a small,  but 
heart  yielding  tribute  to  his  memory  and 
worth.  The  official  correspondence  from  ge». 
Wilkinson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  a 
private  letter  from  lieut.  Joseph  Kean,  bri- 
gade major  to  general  Covington,  conveyed 
the  first  sad  tidings  to  his  family  and  friends, 
that  Leonard  Covington  was  no  more! 

“It  is  due,”  says  general  Wilkinson,  “t® 
his  worth  and  his  services,  that  I should  make 
particular  mention  of  brigadier-general  Co- 
vington, who  receiv  ed  a mortal  wound  through 
the  body,  while  animating  his  men,  and  lead- 
ing them  to  the  charge.  He  fell  where  he 
fought,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  survived 
but  two  days.” 

Says  lieut.  Kean,  in  a private  letter,  “lie 
received  the  fatal  shot  after  having  driven 
that  part  of  the  enemy’s  line  which  was  op- 
posed to  his  brigade,  from  their  position,  and 
whilst  in  the  act  of  charging  their  second 
line.  That  he  fell  lamented  by  the  whole 
army,  from  the  commanding  general  to  the 
private.” 

At  the  age  of  forty  five  years  and  seventeen 
daysj  Leonard  Covington  descended  to  the 
grave  without  fear  and  without  reproach, 
loaded  with  glory  and  the  love  of  all  who 
knew  him  intimately.  If  he  had  any  enemies, 
they  were  amongst  those  who  were  distin- 
guished in  their  censures. 

It  seems  that  lib  courted  the  perilous  occa- 
sion— that  he  “voluntarily  took  part  in  the 
action,”  thinking  it  more  virtuous  and  hono- 
rable to  hazard  his  life  in  the  battles  of  his 
country,  than  to  preserve  it  by  withholding 
from  peril  until  urged  by  the  imperative  word 
of  command.  Though  he  w7as  slain,  yet  lie 
was  not  overcome.  He  had  repulsed  the  ene- 
my opposed  to  his  front,  and  in  advancing  to 
the  aid  of  his  co-partners  in  valor  and  in  dan- 
ger-^—the  fatal  ball,  charged  with  the  errand 
‘of  death,  met  him  in  the  van,  leading  h>  gah 
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iant  corps  to  the  chastisement  of  his  country’s 
foes.  Thus  it  may  be  truly  said,  he  died  as 
lie  lived,  demonstrating  a higher  regard  for  a 
glorious  and  honorable  life,  than  for  a safe  one. 

General  Covington,  the  elder  of  two  sons 
of  Levin  Covington,  was  born,  raised  and  edu- 
cated in  the  state  of  Maryland.  lie  possessed 
an  elegant  English,  mathematical,  and  slight 
latin  education,  and  was  designed  by  an  af- 
fectionate mother,  to  whose  care  he  had  fallen 
by  the  early  death  of  his  father,  for  the  plain 
but  honorable  occupation  of  husbandry  ; on 
a valuable  landed  estate  descending  to  him 
through  along  line  of  ancestors. 

Although  he  was  raised  in  retirement  from 
the  busy  world,  his  genius  led  to  the  science 
of  war.  Immediately  ensuing  the  defeat  of 
general  St.  Clair  by  the  northern  Indians, 
when  the  mixtures  of  grief  and  consternation 
pressed  heavily  upon  the  public  feelings  of  his 
country,  calculated  to  dampen,  if  not  to  appal, 
the  minds  of  many:  the  youth,  Covington, 


republicanism,  in  his  neighborhood  and  coun 
try.  He  never  contested  for  men,  but  for  pri- 
mordial substance — original  principles.  As 
a proof  of  this,  he  always  abandoned  at  his 
poll,  by  his  suffrage,  the  dearest  friend  of  his 
blood,  who  to  the  integrity  of  his  judgment 
was  opposed  to  the  defined  republican  pros- 
perity of  his  country.  To  this  there  will  be 
a repercussion  of  sentiment  from  his  natn  e 
state,  where  the  tributes  of  respect  will  pour 
forth  in  currents  of  sorrow  from  the  hearts 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

After  the  contlictions  of  political  party  had 
called  the  amiable  Covington  from  retirement, 
the  affections  of  the  citizens  designated  his 
worth  and  fidelity  by  the  most  honorable  ci- 
vil appointments. 

In  the  archives  of-  his  state  and  of  the  na- 
tion, his  name  stands  enrolled  w ith  those  of 
the  most  wTorthy  of  our  countrymen.  He 
was  a member  of  the  senate  of  Maryland — a 
member  of  the  legislature  of  the  United 


prompted  by  the  general  glow  of  patriotism, , Stales.  He  was  one  of  the  first  electors  who 
made  more  vivid  b v an  enterprizing  courage,  changed  the  political  complexion  of  the  senate 
contrary  to  the  tender  anxiety  of  an  aged  mo- of  his  native  state,  and  thereby  made  the  po 
the r and  numerous  friends,  voluntarily  has- 1 litical  principles  which  had  recently  triumph 
tened  to  revenge  the  offended  dignity  of  his  ed  over  the  nation,  triumph  likewise  over  the 


country : and,  by  Washington,  was  made  the 
officer  to  bear  the  standard  of  a troop.  | 


state  of  Maryland,  at  least  for  a while. 

In  the  year  1809,  when  the  troubled  waves 


At  fort  Recovery  he  gathered  his  full  share  began  to  roll  from  the  European  to  the  A 
of  fame,  it  was  there  his  horse  was  shot  merican  shore,  and  the  clouds  of  the  piesent 


from  under  him. 


I wTar  to  appear  above  the  horizon — Mr.  Jef- 


I n the  severe  action  on  the  Miami  by  the  ferson,  then  president  of  the  United  States, 
most  punctilious  honor  and  formal  gallantry : selected  him  whose  absence  we  now  deploi  e, 
— nay  by  actual  personal  prowress  in  battle  he  from  the  councils  of  bis  state,  and  tendered 
'Von  the  praise  of  his  general,  the  admiration  unto  him  the  commission  of  lieut.  colonel  of 
of  the  soldiers  and  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  the  only  regiment  of  dragoons  in  the  service 
After  the  Indians  had  become  humbled  in-  of  the  United  States.  This  appointment 
to  prayers  for  peace,  our  friend  returned  to  j was  characteristic  of  the  signal  respect  of  bc- 
the  arms  of  his  family;  converted  the  sword  j ing  unsought  and  unexpected, 
into  a ploughshare,  and  resumed  the  profes-|  Where  next  are  we  to  look  for  our  friend  1 
sion  of  a planter.  As  a citizen  he  filled  the! We  find  him  relinquishing  the  best  comforts 


character  with  as  much  reputation  as  he  had 
done  that  of  a soldier.  He  knew  well  the 
distinction  betwixt  the  civil  and  military 
walks  of  life.  After  his  return  to  the  shades 
of  private  life,  having  formed  endearments, 
the  amiable  pledges  of  which  now  demand 
the  homage  of  our  neighborhood ; perhaps 
no  man  was  ever  more  withdrawn  from  the 
public,  and  more  entirely  devoted  to  his  fa- 
mily, neighbors  and  friends.  Wifhhis  mind 
thus  inviolably  appropriated  to  domestic  vir- 
tues, he  passed  his  time  thoughtless  of  public 
affairs,  until  the  conflict  between  the  aristo- 
cracy and  democracy  of  our  beloved  country 
began  to  develope,  and  finally  arrayed  the 
people  of  the  nation  to  pass  upon  the  contest 
This  great  occasion  could  not  escape  the  pa- 
triotic sensibility  of  our  departed  friend.  It 
seized  upon  bis  manly  sense  and  republican 
pride;  and  with  perfect  truth  let  it  be  said, 
never  did  human  power  more  for  a cause  of 
principle,  than  he  exhibited  ijer  the  cause  oi 


of  life  t»  encounter  a southern  climate,  in  o- 
bedience  to  tha  calls  of  his  country.  Before 
his  wearied  limbs  had  gotten  to  rest,  and 
his  feeble  sytejn  accommodated  to  sudden 
transition  from  clime  to  clime,  befioldthe  aw- 
ful dirge  invites  him  to  the  north  to  meet  his 
country’s  foe,  and  to  meet  his  grave  ! lie  has 
done  both.  On  the  13th  of  November,  1813, 
he  met  his  unhappy  fate  with  a fortitude  high-, 
ly  worthy  of  imitation.  Yes!  he  died  as  a 
man  of  honor  at  his  post,  and  in  t he  discharge 
of  his  duty.  “He  fell  where  he  fought,  at  the 
head  of  his  men,  leading  them  to  the  charge.” 

Since  it  is  God’s  will,  let  his  family,  his 
friends,  his  countrymen,  not  only  obey  but  as- 
sent to  it ! he  ha  - bequeathed  to  his  family 
and  friends,  great  room  for  piety  and  rej  ect 
for  his  memory. 

The  writer  did  not  design  to  touch  the 
private  character  of  general  Covington  ; he 
meant  to  leave  it  for  a better  painter.  But 
as  he  has  left  a widow  and  a little  prosreiiv  off 
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six  dear  little  children — three  sons  and  three, 
daughters — the  eldest  about  12  years  old,  and) 
the  youngest  8 months  ; to  mourn  liis  loss  in  j 
a strange  land,  where  he  was  known  only  to  j 
a few  by  a short  and  transitory  view,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  touch  his  private  reputation. 

General  Covington  possessed  qualities  so 
peculiar  as  strongly  to  mark  his  character  in 
private  life.  He  possessed  a sound  and  mas- 
culine understanding.  His  heart  was  equally 
consecrated  to  friendship  and  the  rigid  obli- 
gations oP  eternal  justice.  In  forming  his  o- 
pinion  of  men,  he  was  cautious  ; but  when  he 
had  made  an  estimate  of  worth,  he  was  ardent 
and  sincere  in  respecting  it.  To  him  friend- 
ship was  not  an  unmeaning  name,  where  lie 
did  not  approve,  he  never  left  a doubt,  in  all 
his  dealings  he  was  punctual,  true  and  just. 
In  his  deportment  and  manners,  he  was  ge- 
nerally open,  undesigning,  affable  and  engag- 
ing; but  as  he  possessed  by  nature  the  most 
acute  sensibility,  he  was  at  times  irritable  and 
impatient;  yet,  from  some  peculiar  distribu- 
tion of  the  mind,  with  which  we  are  as  unac- 
quainted as  we  are  with  the  original  causes 
of  our  being,  this  irregularity  of  disposition 
never  occurred  when  his  mind  was  amply 
engaged.  Momentuous  subjects  always  ap- 
peared to  embrace  the  whole  faculty  of  the 
man;  when  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  the 
solid  integrity  of  the  judgment,  combined 
with  the  most  elevated  respect  for  honor, 
“that  spark  of  celestial  lire,  the  richest  trea- 
sure of  a generous  breast.1’  To  such  refine- 
ments as  led  to  artifice  and  deception,  he  was 
the  undeviating  foe  ; with  the  dissembler  in 
morality,  in  religion,  in  friendship,  he  could 
have  no  companionship. 

In  conversation  he  was  zealous,  candid, 
and  explicit ; in  his  application  to  business, 
he  gave  the  whole  force  of  his  mind,  undivert- 
ed by  pleasure  or  amusement.  He  was  ac- 
customed to  ponder  and  to  consult ; was  cau- 
tious and  considerate  in  his  schemes  ; but 
when,  he  resolved,  it  was  with  discretion  arid 
firmness,  and  was  always  zealous  and  rapid 
in  execution. 


Colonel  Ghrystie. 

FROM  THE  (N.  Y.)  COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER. 

To  the  attention  of  a correspondent,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  following  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  that  promising  young  officer,  the 
late  colonel  John  Chrystie,  who  died  at  fort 
George,  in  Canada,  after  an  illness  of  three 
days. 

Col.  Chrystie  was  the  third  son  of  the  late 
major  James  Chrystie,  of  this  city,  who  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  in 
the  continental  army,  and  acquired  a high 
military  reputation  during  our  revolution  iry 
struggle. 


Colonel  C.  was  horn  in  the  citv  of  New- 
\ ork,  received  his  academical  and  part  of  hrs 
collegiate  education  at  Princeton,  in  Now- 
Jersey.  From  the  college  in  that  place,  ] e 
removed  to  Columbia  college,  in  his  native 
city,  where  he  graduated  with  reputation  in 
180.5,  or  6.  He  then  commenc  ed  the  study  of 
the  law,  and  continued  at  it  until  about  1808, 
when  the  prospect  of  a foreign  war  induced 
him  to  gratify  the  strongest  inclination  of  his 
mind,  by  taking  a commission  in  the  addi- 
tional army  which  was  then  raised.  He  was 
appointed  a lieutenant  of  artillery  in  colonel 
Simmonds1  regiment,  and  stationed  at  Oswe- 
go on  lake  Ontario  in  this  state,  where  he 
commanded  during  one  winter.  In  the 
spring  he  was  removed  to  New  Orleans, 
where  his  military  talents  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  general  Wilkinson,  who  took  him 
into  his  family  as  his  aid.  Shortly  after  lie 
was  promoted  to  a captaincy.  In  this  situa- 
tion he  Continued  some  time,  and  acquired 
the -esteem  and  respect  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  and  particularly  of  his  pen- 
eml,  in  whose  confidence  he  stood  very  high  ; 
and  of  the  late  gallant  general  Pike,  then  a 
colonel  in  the  standing  army,  between  whom 
and  captain  Chrystie  there  existed  the  'strong- 
est attachment.  When  the  prospect  of  an 
immediate  war  disappeared,  lie  resigned  his 
commission  in  1811,  and  returned  to  this  city, 
where  he  recommenced  his  legal  studies  with 
the  greatest  alacrity  and  assiduity.  But  Ids 
studies  were  soon  interrupted.  The  prospect 
of  war  again  thickened  upon  the  horizon, 
and  liis  passion  for  military  glory  again  re- 
sumed its  seat  in  his  breast,  liis  well  known 
merits  as  an  officer  while  former] v in  the 


service, attracted  the  attention  of  government, 
by  which  lie  was  appointed  a lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  13th,  or  Schuyler’s  i ogin  ent 
of  infantry,  belonging  to  the  army  of  25,GC0 
men. 

To  this  office,  and  even  to  a higher  grade 
he  was  strongly  recommended  by"  his  former 
general;  but  his  extreme  youth  induced  the 
government  not  to  promote  him  with  too  much 
rapidity.  With  part  of  the  13th  regiment, 
which  was  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  the 
army,  and  to  the  high  state  of  discipline  of 
which  his  exertions  essentially  contributed,  l:e 
accompanied  colonel  Van  Rensselaer  in  liis 
descent  upon  Canada  during  the  last,  sum- 
mer. He  commanded  the  regular  troops  at 
the  battle  of  Queenstown,  the  superior  regu- 
gular  officers  having-been  wounded  in  crossing 
the  Niagara.  Here  lie  acquitted  himself  with 
honor,  and  after  sustaining  the  conflict  with 
the  British  and  Indians  through  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  day,  during  which  lie  was 
wounded  in  the  sword  hand,  and  received 
several  balls  through  his  clothes,  he  was  con - 
jpelled,  for  want  of  reinforcements,  to  surren- 
der his  gallant  regulars  to  an  overwhelming 
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lei*  general  SlieafTe,  whom,  with  I the  senate  ar.y  infoimaticn  which  he  may 

have  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  take  pos- 
session of  East  Florida,  and  of  the  disposition 
of  the  people  of  that  territory  to  be  received 
under  the  protection  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States;  the  amount  of  the  American 


force  _ . 

their  small  party'  the  Americans  had  for 
long  time  kept  in  check.  He  was  detained 


Montreal  and  Quebec 


discharged 


for  some 
on  his 


prisons 

time,  from  whence  he  was 
parole  of  iionor,  during  the  winter,  and  re- 
turned through  this  state.  On  being  exchang- 
ed, he  again,  with  renewed  zeal,  returned  to 
the  service  on  the  frontiers  of  the  state,  where 
he  received  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  his  old  friend  general  Pike.  While 
there,  he  was  appointed  inspector-general  in 
the  army,  and  colonel  ef  the  23d  regiment. 
He  went  into  Canada  with  the  army  under 
Dearborn  and  Lewis,  where  lie  was  taken 
sick  of  a bilious  cholic  at  fort  George,  af- 
ter the  retreat  of  the  army  to  that  place,  and 
finished  the  short  career  of  a life,  which,  had 
it  been  spared,  would  doubtless  have  done  ho- 
nor to  his  country. 

lie  was  of  a frank  and  amiable  disposition, 
possessed  of  a respectable  and  cultivated 
mind ; full  of  spirits,  life  and  animation, 
brave,  passionately  addicted  to  the  military 
life,  and  glowing  with  ardor  to  distinguish 
himself  in  his  country's  cause.  To  his  coun- 
try his  loss  Is  no  ordinary  one,  and  he  has 
left  many  friends,  who  knew  him  well  and 
loved  him  much,  to  deploi*e  his  early  death. 

‘■Qui  desiderio  sit  ninlor,  ant  modus 

Tam  child  capitis.'” 

AMICUS. 


The  Flotillas. 

Confidential  proceedings  in  congress, 
is  sex  at:;. 

Saturday , July  3 1 st,  1 S 1 2. — On  motion,  by 
Mr.  Anderson,  j 

Ordered , That  the  confidential  proceedings 
of  the  senate  at  their  last  session,  in  relation 
to  East  Florida,  be  made  public. 

Thursday,  December  1 Oth. — Mr.  Anderson 
submitted  the  following  motion  for  considera- 
tion, which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  whether  it  be  expedient  to  autho- 
rise the  president  of  the  United  stales  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  the  whole  or  any  part  of  East 
Florida,  including  Amelia  Island,  and  also 
tho  se  parts  of  West  Florida  which  are  not  now 
in  possession  and  under  the  jurisdiction  ot  the 
United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Tuesday,  December  1 51  h,  1 SI 2.— The  senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  submitted  on 
the  10th  pi.-st.  respecting  the  Floridas,  and  after 
debate, 

Ordered , That  the  further  consideration 
there  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

IVcdnesdaif,  December  10 th,  1812.— Mr. 
L>- lb  submitted  the  following  motion  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 


force  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  under  the 
command  of  general  Wilkinson;  and  the  quan- 
tum of  Spanish  or  other  force  in  St  Augus- 
tine, Pensacola,  and  Mobile. 

Friday , December  18 th,  1812. — The  senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  submitted 
the  16th  inst.  calling  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States  for  information  respecting  East 
Florida;  and 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodrich, 

To  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befoie 
the  senate,  any  information  which  he  may 
have  ol  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  take  pos- 
session of  East  Florida,  and  of  the  disposition 
of  the  people  of  the  territory  to  be  received 
under  the  protection  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  the  amount  of  the  American 
force  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  under  the 
command  of  general  Wilkinson,  and  the  quan- 
tum of  the  Spanish  or  other  force  in  St.  Au- 
gustine, Pensacola,  and  Mobile,  and  respecting 
any  negociation  that  may  have  been  had  for 
the  payment  of  differences  and  claims,  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  not  here- 
tofore laid  before  the  senate ; respecting  any 
proposal  or  negociation  that  may  have  been 
made,  or  had  by  or  wfith  any  person  or  persons 
[exercising  tire  powers  of  the  government  of 


Spam,  or  claiming  to  exercise  the  powers  of 
said  government,  or  with  their  respective 
agents,  for  the  cession  of  East  Florida  to  the 
United  States;  respecting  any  proposal  to  or 
from  the  local  authorities  of  East  Florida  (not 
heretofoi  e communicated,)  for  the  cession,  sur- 
render, or  occupancy  thereof,  to  or  by  the 
United  States  ; and  also  any  information  res- 
pecting the  relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Spain  or  said  territory  of  East  Florida,  which 
the  president  may  deem  proper  to  communi- 
cate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered , That  the  further  consideration  of 
the  motion  for  amendment,  be  postponed  to 
Monday  next, 

Tuesday , December  22 d.  1812. — The  senate 
resumed  the  motion  made  the  10th  to  appoint 
a committee  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
taking  possession  of  East  Florida,  and 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  1 5, 
nays  15. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bradley.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Dana.  German,  Gil- 
[mail,  Goodrich,  Gr^gg,  Horsey,  Howell,  limiter,  Lambert,  Leil^ 
[Lloyd.  Tope,  Smith  of  Maryland.— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford, 
j F vanillin.  Gaillurd,  Magrudir,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  Yoi'1 
Tail,  T-  ■ b.v.  Tbjrurr.  Yani.m.  V ; >vtli op*  I L 
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On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 


To  strike  out  the  words  “ with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise;” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  original 
motion. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
13,  nays  12. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of 
Ten.  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Magrmler,  Posey, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wor- 
thington .—if). 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  ot  Mary- 
land—1?. 

Ordered , That  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Good- 
rich, Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Tait,  and 
Mr.  Varnum,  be  the  committee. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  the  1 6th  inst.  calling  upon  the 
president  of  the  United  States  for  information 
respecting  East  Florida,  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  on  the  18th  inst. 
and  having  agreed  to  the  amendment; 

Resolved , That  the  motion  be  agreed  to  as 
amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  lay  this  resolu- 
tion before  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Thursday , January  14 th,  1813.— The  fol- 
lowing confidential  message  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Coles,  his  secretary 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States , 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  complying  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  22d  December. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  14  th,  1813. 

The  message  and  report  were  read  ; and 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

That  they  be  printed  confidentially  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  motion  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  15 th,  1813. — The  senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  “that  the  message  and  report,  re- 
specting East  Florida,  be  printed  confidential- 
ly for  the  use  of  the  senate,  with  the  exception 
of  the  return  of  the  number  of  troops  and 
their  respective  stations,  on  their  southern 
and  western  frontier 

On  the  question,  to  agree  thereto?  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  13,  nays  18. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey,  Hunter.  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Retd,  Smith  (of 
M.l.)—' 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atiderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell  (of  Ten.) 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Magruder,  Posey. 
Robinson,  Smith,  (of  N.  Y.)  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worth- 
ington.—.8. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  documents 
therein  referred  to,  be  refer  red  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  22d  December,  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 


| States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  senate,  all  letters  and  communications  that 
have  passed  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Spain,  or  the  mi- 
nisters thereof,  since  the  9th  day  January, 
1S04,  on  the  subject  of  indemnities  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  our  commerce  by  her  sub- 
jects before  that  time  ; and  also  in  relation  to 
French  seizures  and  condemnation  of  our  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  of  Spain,  during  the  late  war 
with  France  ; together  with  such  communi- 
cations between  this  and  the  French  govern- 
ment, as  relate  to  the  same  subjects  ; with 
such  instructions  as  have  been  given  to  the 
ministers  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  same.  And  any  propositions  or  negocia- 
tions  that  liavebeen  bad  or  made  with  France 
or  Spain,  for  ceding  East  Florida  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1811,  not  heretofore  communicated. 

Saturday,  January  16 th,  1813. — The  se- 
nate proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  sub- 
mitted yesterday,  by  Mr  Bradley ; and 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Monday , January  18^,  1813. — The  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bradley  on  the  15th  inst. 
was  resumed  and  agreed  to  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  lay  the  said 
resolution  before  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Tuesday,  January  \§th,  1813. — Mr.  Ander- 
son, from  the  committee  appointed  the  22 d 
December  on  the  subject,  reported  the  follow- 
ing bill  : 

A bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  Mississippi  territory, 
and  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  all  that  tract  of  country  called 
West  Florida,  ■which  lies  west  of  the  river 
Perdido,  not  now  ip  possession  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  hold  all  that  part  of  West  Florida,  east 
of  the  Perdido,  and  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
East  Florida,  including  Amelia  Island. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for 
the  purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the 
country  aforesaid,  and  of  affording  protection 
to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  the  president  may 
employ  such  parts  of  the  military  and  naval 
fence  of  the. United  States,  as  he  may  deem 
* necessary. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That 
ior  defraying  the  necessary  expenses 

dollars  are 

hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
monies  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, and  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  un- 
til further  provision  be  ihade  by  congress,  the 
president  shall  be  and  hereby  is  empowered 
to  establish  within  the  country  he  may  ac- 
quire by  this  act,  a temporary  government, 
the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  which 
shall  be  vested  in  such  person  or  persons  as 
he  may  appoint ; and  be  exercised  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  direct : Provided , That 

he  shall  take  due  care  for  the  preservation  of 
social  order,  and  for  securing  to  the  inhabi- 
tants the  enjoyments  of  their  personal  rights, 
their  religion,  and  their  property  : And  pro- 
vided also , That  the  section  of  country  herein 
designated,  that  is  situated  to  the  eastward  of 
the  river  Perdido,  may  be  the  subject  of  fu- 
ture negociation. 

The  bill  was  read  ; and 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Friday , January  22 d,  1813. — The  bill  au- 
thorizing the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying- 
south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration. 

Resolved , That  the  documents  which  ac-j 
eompanied  the  president's  message  of  the  14th 
inst.  be  confidentially  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  senate,  excepting  those  papers  which  re- 
late to  the  stations,  and  the  amount  of  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  and  the 
letter  of  general  Pinckney  of  the  27th  De- 
cember. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

That  the  bill  be  now  taken  up  and  consi- 
dered : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Monday , January  2 5th,  1813. — On  motion 
of  Mr.  Anderson, 

That  the  bill  authorising  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  a 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory  and  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purposes,  be  now  considered  ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  mo- 
tion submitted  the  22d  inst.  by  Mr.  Leib  ; and 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard. 

That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow  ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution? 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed, 

Svt.  Vot.  v. 


It  was  agreed  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  ; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday , January  26 lh,  1813. — On  motion, 
by  Mr.  Anderson, 

The  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoris- 
ing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  for  Other  purposes ; and 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

That  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
be  postponed,  in  order  to  consider  his  motion, 
to  have  printed  certain  documents  referred  tp 
in  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  14th  instant;  and 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GailUrd  was  requested  to  take  the 
chair;  atid  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
recurred  to. 

A motion  was  made  try  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill*  and 

On  his  motion, 

It  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley, 

Ordered , That  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  t o,  and  be  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

The  senate  resumed  his  motion  submitted 
the  22d  instant,  that  the  documents  referred 
to  in  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  U- 
nited  States  of  the  14th  inst.  be  printed ; and 
the  motion  was  amended. 

Resolved,  That  the  documents  which  ac- 
companied the  president's  message  of  the  14th 
instant,  be  confidentially  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  the  senate,  excepting 
those  papers  which  relate  to  the  stations  and 
amount  of  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  the  letters  of  general  Pinckney. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  as 
amended  ? 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
18,  nays  12. 

YE  AS.— Messrs.  Bradley.  Campbtll,  of  Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Ten. 
Dana.  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib.  Lloyd,  Pope,  Posey,  Reed,  Snuth,  of  Maryland. 

KAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  P.ibb.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Magruder, Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Worthington, 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  of  Georgia,  recommend- 
ing to,  and  soliciting  congr  ess  to  authorise  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  take  imme- 
diate possession  of  the  province  of  East  Flo- 
rida, and  that  portion  of  West  Florida,  pur- 
chased from  France  but  still  retained  by 
Spain  ; for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  me- 
morial ; which  was  read. 

The  following  confidential  iqCssage  was 
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received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  complying  with  their  resolu 
tion  of  the  8th  inst. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  26th,  1813. 

The  message  and  report  were  read. 

Wednesday,  January  27th,  1813. — The  fol- 
lowing confidential  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States  by 
Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary  : 

To  the  Sehateofthe  United  States  : 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  w'ar,  complying  with  their  resolu- 
tion  of  the  7th  inst. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  27th,  1 8 1 3. 

The  message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  wras  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
in  relation  to  the  president’s  message  of  the 
16th  inst.  communicating  certain  papers  mark- 
ed A and  B,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  senate  of  the  18th  instant  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  removed. 

Thursday,  January  28 th,  1813. — The  se- 
nate resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorising  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  take  pos- 
session of  a tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  mo- 
tion submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Horsey,  to 
remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from  certain 
papers  ; and 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow". 

Friday,  January  29 th,  1813. — Agreeably, 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  senate  resumed, 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorising  the  president  of 


territory  and  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  together  with  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  thereof;  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  chair;  and 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow-. 

Tuesday , February  2d . 1813. — Agreeably 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  senate  resumed, 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorising  the  president  of  the 
United  states  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territo- 
ry and  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  together  with  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  thereof ; and  Mr.  Gail- 
lard  was  requested  to  take  the  chair ; 

On  the  question,  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  as  follow-s  : 

“ Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaceted , That 
the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  occupy  and  hold  all  that  part,  of  West  Flo- 
rida east  of  the  Perdido,  and  the  w-hole  or 
any  part  of  East  Florida,  including  Amelia 
Island  ;” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  }'eas 
19,  nays  16. 

YEAS— Messrs. Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell, of  Ohio,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey.  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Md.  Smith,  ol  N.  Y. 
—19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Ten.  Craw- 
ford, Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  TaJt, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Varmim,  Worthington— 16. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the 
bill ; and 

On  motion. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday , February  od,  1813.— On  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Anderson, 

The  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
wdiole,  the  consideration  of  thebill  authorising 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  Mississippi  territory  and  of  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,  together 
wdth  the  motion  to  strikeout  the  fifth  section; 
and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the 
chair  : 

Whereupon, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  withdrew  his  motion  t® 


the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  a [strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill, 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  Ihe  Mississippi'  A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
territory  and  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  for  Ohio,  to  insert  in  lieu  of  the  second  section 
other  purposes ; and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  re- stricken  out,  the  following: 


quested  to  take  the  chair  ; and 


u And  he  it  further  enacted , That  if  hostili- 


The  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section  ties  shall  be  committed  by  the  Spanish  nation 
of  the  bill  w^as  resumed;  and  after  debate,  its  colonies  or  dependencies  against  t.heUnited 


Adjourned. 

Monday , February  1st,  1813.- — Agreeably 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  senate  resumed, 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorising  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  a 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi 


States,  or  if  it  shall  be  ascertained  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  that  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  part  thereof,  are  in  im- 
minent danger  from  the  Spanish  authorities  in 
East  Florida,  and  in  that  part  of  West  Flori- 
da lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  the  presi- 
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dent  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authoris 
ed  to  occupy  the  said  provinces  or  any  part 
thereof  including  Amelia  Island.” 

Whereupon, 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bradley  tc 
amend  the  proposed  section,  by  inserting,  aftei 
the  word  “that,”  in  the  1st  line,  the  following 
words:  “ upon  the  troops  of  the  United  St  ates 
being  withdrawn  from  the  province  of  East 
Florida.'17 

And  a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pope,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next ; and 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  16,! 
nays  17. 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, ' 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
lteerl.  Smith,  ol*  Mil.—  '6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Campbell, 
of  Ten,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail  lard,  Leib,  Magruder,  Po- 
sey, Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 17. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  for| 
amendment  to  the  amendment ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative  ; 

The  senate  being  equally  divided,  yeas  17,! 
nays  17. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, , 
Pope,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Md. — i7.  i 

NAYS  ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Campbell, 
of  Ten.  Crawford,  Cults,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Magruder,  Posey, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worth-; 
ington— 17. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  for. 
amending  the  2d  section  ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  14, 
navs  20. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Ten. 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaiilard,  Leib,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Varnum,  Worthington—’ 4. 

NAYS— M<  ssrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradles , Dana,  Franklin,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Retd,  Smith,  of  Md.  Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Tur- 
ner—20. 

On  motion, 

It  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section 
of  the  bill. 

On  the  question  “ shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a third  time  as  amended  ?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
Friday , February  5th , 1S13. — The  bill  au- 
thorising the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country  lying 
south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and  the  state 
of  Georgia,  and  for  other  porposes,  was  re 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Anderson, 

It  was  agreed  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words  “ twenty  thousand  77 

On  the  question,  “ Shall  the  bill  pass?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
22,  nays  1 li 

YEAS— Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  Tei\  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Leib,  Magrmler.  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
N.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington. 

NAYS— Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed. 

So  it  was 

Resolved , That  the  bill  do  pass;  and 
On  motion, 

It  was  agreed  that  the  title  thereof  be  “ An 
act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United* 


States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and 
west  of  the  river  Perdido.” 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appoiated  to 
consist  of  two  members,  to  carry  the  said  bill 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  ask  their 
concurrence  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Brad- 
ley be  the  committee. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  27th  January,  to  print 
certain  documents;  and  after  debate, 

On  motion, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Monday . February  8th,  1813. — On  motion, 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  of  the  committee 
appointed  the  5th  instant  , to  carry  a confiden- 
tial bill  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Bradley,  absent. 

Tuesday,  February  9th,  1813. — A confiden- 
tial message  was  received  from  the  house  of 
representatives  by  Mr.  Troup  and  Mr.  Robert- 
son, two  of  their  members — Mr.  Troup,  chair- 
man : 

Mr.  President — The  house  of  representatives 
have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  senate,  en- 
titled “An  act  authorising  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory and  west  of  the  river  Perdido.” 

And  they  withdrew. 

Thursday , Friday  1 \th,  1813.— Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill,  entitled  “ An  act  authorising  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
a tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory  and  west  of  the  river  Perdido,’ 
duly  enrolled. 

A message  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, by  Mr  Crawford  and  Mr.  Goodwin,  two 
of  their  members — Mr.  Crawford,  chairman: 
Mr.  President — The  speaker  of  the  bouse  of 
representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  senate  for 
the  signature  of  their  president.  And  they^ 
withdrew. 

The  president  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  wag 
delivered  to  the  committee  to  be  laid  before 
the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Saturday , February  1 8th,  1813. — Mr.  Camp 
bell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee, : eported  that 
they  yesterday  laid  before  the  president  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill,  entitled  “ An 
act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory  and 
west  of  the  river  Perdido.” 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary. 

Mr.  President — The  president  of  the  United 
States  did,  on  the  12th  instant,  approve  and 
Sign,  “ An  act  authorising  the  president  of  the 
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United  States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory and  west  of  the  river  Perdido.” 

Ordered , That  the  secretary  communicate 
this  information  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

Tuesday , February  1 ftth,  181 3. — The  senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Horsey  on  the  27th  January,  to 
remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from  certain 
papers;  and 

On  motion, 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  same  to  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved , That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in 
relation  to  the  paper  marked  A communica- 
ted in  the  president’s  message  of  the  26th  in- 
stant be,  and  same  is  hereby  removed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as 
amended  ? 

The  senate  being  equally  divided, it  wasde- 
ter  mined  in  the  negative,  yeas  16,  nays  16. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bnyard,  Bradley,  Dana,  Gail  lard,  German,  Gil- 
man, Goodrich,  Gregg.  Horsey,  'Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  Smi  h of  Maryland— 1 G. 

NAYS — Messrs.’  tiibb,  Bivijt,  Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Craw- 
ford, Cutts,  Franklin,  Giles,  How  til,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner.  Variant i,  Worthington— L6. 

Thursday,  Feb.  18 th,  1813. — The  follow- 
ing written  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  Uuited  States,  by  Mr.  Coles, 
his  secretary. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  complying  with  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  18th,  of  January,  1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

February  18th  1813. 

The  message  and  documents  therein  refer  - 
red to,  were  read. 


Cartel 

For  ike  exchange  of  prisoners  cf  war,  betw.een 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  provisional  agreement  for  the  exchange 
of  naval  prisoners  of  war,  made  and  concluded 
at  Halifax,  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1812,  between 
the  honorable  Richard  John  Uniacke,  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  attorney  and  advocate  gene- 
ral for  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  Wil- 
liam Miller,  Esq.  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy 
and  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  and 
John  Mitchell,  Esq.  late  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  having  been 
transmitted  to  the  department  of  state  of  the 
United  States  for  approval,  and  John  Mason. 
Esq.  commissary-general  for  prisoners  for  the 
United  States,  having  been  duly  authorised 
to  meet  Thomas  Barclay,  Esq.  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  agent  for  prisoners  of  \yar,  and  for 
•carrying  on  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  revising  the  said 
provisional  agreement  ; and  the  articles  of  the 
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said  agreement  having  been  by  them  consi- 
dered and  discussed,  it  has  been  agreed  by  the 
said  Thomas  Barclay  and  John  Mason,  sub- 
ject to  the  ratification  of  both  their  govern- 
ments, that  the  said  provisional  agreement 
shall  he  so  altered  and  revised  as  to  stand  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  words  : 

Article  1st.  The  prisoners  taken  at  sea,  or 
on  land,  on  both  sides,  shall  be  treated  with 
humanity,  conformable  to  the  usage  and  prac- 
tice of  the  most  civilized  nations  during  war; 
and  such  prisoners  shall  without  delay,  and 
as  speedily  as  circumstances  will  admit,  be 
exchanged,  on  the  following  terms  and  con- 
ditions, That  is  to  say : An  admiral  or  a ge- 
neral commanding  in  chief,  shall  be  exchang- 
ed for  officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  sixty  men 
each ; a vice  admiral,  or  a lieutenant-general, 
for  officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  forty  men 
each  ; a rear  admiral,  or  a major-general,  for 
officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  thirty  men  each ; 
a commodore  with  a broad  pendant,  and  a 
captain  under  him,  or  a brigadier-general,  for 
officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  twenty  men 
each  ; a captain  of  a line  of  battle  ship,  or  a 
colonel,  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  fif- 
teen men  each;  a captain  of  a frigate,  or 
lieutenant-colonel,  for  officers  of  equal  rank, 
or  for  ten  men  each ; commanders  of  sloops 
of  war,  bomb  ketches,  fire  ships,  and  packets, 
or  a major,  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for 
eight  men  each  ; lieutenants  or  masters  in  the 
navy,  or  captains  in  the  army,  for  officers  of 
equal  rank,  or  for  six  men  each;  masters’ 
mates,  or  lieutenants  in  the  army,  for  officers 
of  equal  rank,  or  for  four  men  each ; midship- 
men, warrant  officers,,  masters  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  captains  of  private  armed  vessels 
or  sub-lieu  tenants  and  ensigns,  for  officers  of 
equal  rank,  or  forthree  men  each ; lieutenants 
and  mates  of  private  armed  vessels,  mates  of 
merchant  vessels,  and  all  petty  officers  of  ships 
of  war,  or  all  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
army,  for  officers  of  equal  rank,  or  for  two 
men  each  ; seamen  and  private  soldiers,  one 
for  the  other 

Second.  All  non-combatants,  that  is  to  say, 
surgeons  and  surgeons’  mates,  pursers,  secre- 
taries, chaplains  and  schoolmasters,  belonging 
to  the  army  or  men  of  war;  surgeons  and 
surgeons’  mates  of  merchant  vessels  or  priva- 
teers, passengers,  and  all  other  men  who  are 
not  engaged  in  the  naval  or  military  service 
of  the  enemy,  not  being  seafaring  persons  ; 
all  women  and  girls,  and  all  boys  under 
twelve  years  of  age;  every  person  of  the 
foregoing  description,  or  of  what  ever  descrip- 
tion exempt  from  capture  by  the  usage  and 
practice  of  the  most,  civilized  nations,  when 
at  war — if  taken  shall  he  immediately  releas- 
ed ^without  exchange,  and  shall  take  their  de- 
parture at  their  own  charge,  agreeably  to  pass- 
ports to  be  granted  them — or  otherwise  shall 
be  put  on  board  the  next  cartel  which  sails-— 
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persons  found  on  board  recaptured  ships, 
whatever  situation  they  may  have  held  in  the 
capturing  ship,  shall  not  be  considered  as  non- 
combatants.  Non-coitibatants  are  not  to  be 
imprisoned  except  for  improper  conduct,  and 
if  poor  or  unprovided  with  means  to  support 
themselves,  the  government  of  each  nation 
will  allow  them  a reasonable  subsistence,  hav- 
ing respect  to  their  rank  and  situation  in  life. 

Third.  American  prisoners  taken  and 
brought  within  any  of  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  shall  be  stationed  for  ex- 
change at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec, 
Bridgetown  in  Barbadoes,  Kingston  in  Jamai- 
ca, Falmouth  and  Liverpool  in  England,  and  at 
no  other  ports  or  places  ; and  British  prison- 
ers taken  and  brought  into  the  United  States, 
shall  be  stationed  at  Salem  in  Massachusetts, 
Schenectaday  in  the  state  of  New-York,  Pro- 
vidence in  Rhode-Island,  Wilmington  in  De- 
laware, Annapolis  in  Maryland,  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  New-Orleans  in  Louisiana,  and  at  no 
other  ports  or  places  in  the  United  States. 
The  government  of  Great  Britain  will  receive 
and  protect  an  agent  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  to  reside  at  or 
near  each  of  the  before  mentioned  places  in 
the  British  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  management  and  care  which  is 
taken  of  the  American  prisoners  of  war  at 
each  station;  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  in  like  manner  receive  and 
protect  an  agent  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  to  reside  at  or  near  each  of  the 
stations  before  mentioned,  withih  the  domi 
nions  of  the  UnitedStates,  for  the  like  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  management  and  care 
taken  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war  at  each 
of  the  stations ; and  each  government  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  appoint  an  agent  to  reside  at 
or  near  any  depot  established  for  prisoners  by 
the  other  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
care  and  inspecting  the  state  and  situation 
of  such  prisoners  ; and  such  agents  shall  be 
protected  respectively  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  agents  at  the  stations  for  exchange. 

Fourth.  Whenever  a prisoner  is  admitted 
to  parole,  the  form  of  such  parole  shall  be  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  the  agent  appointed  for  the  care  and 
custody  of  prisoner  of  war  at  in 

has  been  pleased  to  grant  leave  to  the  under- 
signed prisoners  of  war,  as  described 

on  the  back  hereof,  to  reside  in 
upon  condition  that  give 

, parole  of  honor  not  to  withdraw 

from  the  bounds  prescribed  there  without 

leave  for  that  purpose  from  the  said  agent.  That 
will  behave  decently  and  with  due 
respect  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  also  that 
will  not  during 

continuance  in  either  directly 

or  indirectly  carry  on  a correspondence  with  any  of 
the  enemies  of  or  receive  or  write 

any  letter  or  letters  whatever,  but  through  the  hands 


of  said  agent,  in  order  that  they  may  be  read  and 
approved  by  him  do  hereby 

declare  have  given 

parole  of  honor  accordingly;  and  that 
will  keep  it  inviolably.  Dated  at 


Signature. 

Quality. 

Ships  or 
Corps. 

Men  of  war, 
privateer,  or 
merchantman 
in  which  ta- 
ken. 

And  the  agent  who  shall  take  such  parole 
shall  grant  a certificate  to  each  prisoner  so 
paroled,  certifying  the  limits  to  which  his  pa- 
role extends,  the  hours  and  other  rules  to  be 
observed,  and  granting  permission  to  such 
person  to  remain  unmolested  within  such 
limits  ; and  every  commissioned  officer,  in 
the  navy  or  army,  when  so  paroled,  if  in 
health,  shall  be  paid  by  the  agent  that  has 
granted  such  parole  to  him,  during  the  con- 
tinuance thereof,  the  sum  of  three  shillings 
sterling  per  day  each  for  subsistence ; and  all 
other  prisoners  so  paroled  sb^T  be  paid  each 
person  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  six  ponce 
per  day  sterling,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
and  six  pence  sterling  per  American  c h 
dollar  ; which  pay  in  case  of  actual  sickness, 
shall  be  doubled  to  each  so  long  as  the  sur- 
geon shall  certify  the  continuance  of  a 
sickness;  and  each  sick  prisoner  shall  also  o 
allowed  the  attendance  of  a nurse,  in  case  the 
surgeon  shall  certify  the  person  to  be  so  ill 
csto  require  such  help:  all  which  subsistence 
and  pay  is  to  be  paid  in  advance  twice  in  eve- 
ry week:  and  prisoners  who  shall  wilfully 
disobey  the  rules  and  regulations  establish- 
ed for  prisoners  on  parole,  may  be  sent  to  pri. 
son,  and  all  rules  and  regulations  to  be  ob_ 
served  by  prisoners  on  parole,  are  to  be  pub- 
lished and  made  known  to  each  prisoner;  and 
when  any  prisoner  shall  be  allowed  to  depart 
at  his  own  expence,  if  he  has  not  a sufficiency 
of  money  for  that  purpose,  he  shall  be  allow- 
ed necessary  money,,  not  to  exceed  the  parole 
subsistence  to  which  he  would  have  been, 
entitled  for  one  month,  if  he  bad  remained. 

Fifth — And  in  case  any  prisoner  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  his  own  country  on  parole, 
on  condition  of  not  serving  until  duly  exchang- 
ed, such  prisoner  shall  sign  an  engagement  in 
the  following  form  : 

Whereas,  agent  for  the 

eare  and  custody  of  prisoners  of  war  at 

has  granted  me  the  under- 
signed prisoner,  described  on  the  back  hereof, 
permission  to  return  to  upon 

condition  that  I give  my  parole  of  honor,  that 
I will  not  enter  into  any  naval,  military  or 
other  service  whatever,  against  the 

or  any  of  the  dominions  thereunto 
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belonging;  or  against  any  power  at  peace  with,  with  the  ration  first  described Both  govern- 

until  I shall  have  ments  shall  be  at  liberty,  by  means  of  their 
b'-  i>  regularly.  exchanged,  and  that  I will  respective  agents  to  supply  their  prisoners 
surrender  myself  if  required  by  the  agent  of, with  clothing,  and  such  other  small  allowan- 
the  government,  at  such  place,  and  at  suchjces  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable,  and  to  in- 
time, as  may  be  appointed,  in  case  my  ex-.spect  at  all  times  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
change  shall  not  be  effected;  and  I will,  until /subsistence  provided  for  the  prisoners  01  their 
exchanged,  give  notice  from  time  to  time  ofnations  respectively,  as  stipulated  in  this  arti- 
my  place  of  residence.  Now  in  consideration  icle. 


of  my  enlargement,  I do  hereby  declare,  that 
I have  given  my  parole  of  honor  accordingly, 
and  that  I will  keep  it  inviolably. — Given 
under  my  hand  at  this 

day  of 

our  Lord 


Eighth. — Every  facility  shall  be  given  as 
far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners;  and  they  shall  be  selected 
for  exchange  according  to  the  scale  hereby 
in  the  year  of j established  on  both  sides,  by  the  respective 
/agents  of  the  country  to  which  they  may  be 
And  to  the  prisoner  so  granted  his  enlarge-  ^ong>  without  any  interference  whatever  of 
ment  on  parole,  shall  be  given  a certificate  the  go\ernment  in  ■whose  possession  they  may 
and  passport,  specifying  the  terms  and  condi- 5 and  if  any  prisoner  is  kept  back,  when 
tions  of  his  enlargement,  and  a description  of ;^is  exchange  shall  be  applied  for,  good  and 
his  person,  and  notice  of  such  parole  agree- ‘sufficient  cause  shall  be  assigned  for  such  de- 
ment shall  be  sent  to  the  agent  for  prisoners {tention. 
of  war,  at  the  nearest  station  to  the  place 
where  such  parole  shall  be  granted. 

Sixth.-— In  case  any  prisoner  of  war  shall 
become  unmindful  of  the  honorable  obligation 
he  lies  under  to  the  nation  which  shall  have 
granted  him  his  parole,  and  shall  violate  the' 
same,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  and  customs  observed 
in  such  cases  by  the  most  civilized  nations 
when  at  war,  and  either  nation  shall  have  a 
right  to  demand  from  the  other  the  surrender 
and  restoration  of  any  prisoner  of  war  who 
sha!ll  violate  his  parole,  and  every  just  and 
reasonable  satisfaction  shall  be  given  to  the 
nation  demanding  the  same,  to  shew  that  if 
such  prisoner  be  not  returned,  it  is  by  reason 
of  its  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to 
which  he  originally  belonged. 

Seventh. — No  prisoner  shall  be  struck  with 
the  hand,  whip,  stick  or  any  other  weapon 
whatever.  The  complaints  of  the  prisoners 
shall  be  attended  to,  and  real  grievances  re- 
dressed; and  if  they  behave  disorderly,  they 
may  be  closely  confined,  and  kept  on  two- 
thirds  allowance  for  a reasonable  time,  not 
exceeding  ten  days.  They  are  to  be  furnished 
by  the  government  in  whose  possession  they 


Ninth  — To  carry  on  a regular  exchange  of 
prisoners  between  the  two  countries,  four  ves- 
sels shall  be  employed,  two  of  which  shall  be 
provided  by  the  British  government,  ana  two 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States.;  aiid 
the  two  vessels  of  each  government  shall  be 
as  near  as  possible  of  the  burthen  of  five  hun- 
dred tons  together,  and  neither  of  them  less 
than  two  hundred  tons;  and  shall  be  manned, 
victualled,  and  provided  with  every  neces's&ry 
and  convenience  for  the  safe  transportation  of 
prisoners;  the  expence  of  the  two  British  ves- 
sels is  to  be  defrayed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  twTo  American  vessels,  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  When  these 
vessels  are  provided,  surveyed  and  approved 
of,  by  the  proper  officers  of  both  governments, 
they  shall  be  furnished  wdth  passports  from 
each  government,  as  flags  of  truce,  and  shall 
carry  arms  and  ammunition  sufficient,  with  a 
uard  not  exceeding  anon-commissioned  offieer 
and  six  men,  to  guard  the  prisoners,  and  keep 
them  in  subjection;  and  shall  each  carry  one 
signal  gun  with  a few  charges  of  powder,  and 
shall  carry  a white  flag  constantly  at  the  fore- 
top-mast head — the  British  cartel  ships  shall 
carry  a British  ensign  at  the  gaff  end,  or  en- 


may  be,  with  a subsistence  of  sound  and, sign  staff,  and  the  American  ensign  at  the 
wholesome  provisions,  consisting  of  one  pound ! main-top-mast  head — and  the  American  cartel 
of  beef,  or  twelve  ounces  of  pork;  one  pound! ships  shall  carry  the  American  ensign  at  the 


of  wheaten  bread,  and  a quarter  of  a pint  of 
pease,  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or  a pound  of 
potatoes,  per  day,  to  each  man ; and  of  salt 
and  vinegar  in  the  proportion  of  two  quarts 
of  salt,  and  four  quarts  of  vinegar,  to  every 


gaff  end  or  ensign  staff,  and  the  British  ensign 
at  the  main-top-mast  head.  No  cartel  shall 
be  suffered  to  proceed  to  sea  with  less  than 
thirty  days  full  allowance  of  water  and  provi- 
sions for  the  ship’s  company,  and  the  number 


hundred  days  subsistence.  Or  the  ration  shall  of  prisoners  embarked  on  board;  and  when 


consist  of  such  other  meats  and  vegetables 
(not  changing  the  proportion  of  meat  to  the 
vegetables,  and  the  quantity  of  bread,  salt 
and  vinegar  always  remaining  the  same)  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  agreed  on,  at  the 
seveial  stations,  by  the  respective  agents  of 
the  two  governments,  as  of  equal  nutriment 


such  cartels  shall  he  established,  they  shall  be 
kept  at  all  times  constantly  vrell  provided  with 
sails,  rigging,  and  every  thing  proper  and  ne- 
cessary to  make  them  staunch,  safe,  and  sea- 
worthy; and  shall  be  constantly  employed  in  car- 
rying prisoners  to  and  from  the  different  sta- 
tions herein  before  named , and  appointed  for  the 
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exchange  of  prisoners;  and  when  carrying  Ame- 
rican prisoners  from  a British  port,  to  an  Ame-j 
rican  port, the  American  agentat  theport  of  em- 
barkation shall  direct  the  station  at  which  such  j 
prisoners  shall  be  delivered,  and  when  carrying 
British  prisoners  from  an  American  port,  the 
British  agent  shall  direct  at  which  of  the  Bri 
tish  stations  such  prisoners  shall  be  delivered, 
and  the  agents  for  prisoners  of  war  on  both 
sides,  shall  by  agreement  settle  and  fix  the  se- 
veral species  of  provisions  which  shall  consti- 
tute the  daily  ration  to  be  served  out  to  pri- 
soners while  on  board  cartels;  with  the  value 
thereof;  and  a regular  account  shall  be  kept 
of  the  number  of  days  each  prisoner  shall  have 
been  victualled  on  board  each  cartel,  and  the 
British  government  shall  pay  at  that  rate  the 
expence  and  cost  of  victualling  the  British 
prisoners  delivered  at  a British  station;  and 
so  the  American  government  shall,  in  like 
manner,  pay  at  the  same  rate  the  daily  charge 
for  victualling  the  American  prisoners,  deli- 
vered at  an  American  station;  but  no  charge 
is  to  be  introduced  for  the  transportation  or 
carriage  of  prisoners,  as  each  nation  is  to  fur- 
nish for  that  service  an  equal  number  of  tons 
of  shipping.  No  cartel  shall  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  port  more  than  ten  days  after  her 
arrival  unless  delayed  by  winds  or  weather, 
or  the  order  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
station  at  which  she  may  be,  whether  British 
or  American.  And  in  future,  cartels  shall  on 
no  account,  unless  driven  by  stress  of  weather, 
or  some  other  unavoidable  necessity,  put  into 
any  British  or  American  port — save  the  ports 
herein  before  appointed  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  unless  specially  agreed  upon  by  the 
principal  agents  of  the  two  governments.  And 
in  case-  the  number  of  vessels  now  agreed  on 
to  be  provided  as  cartels,  shall  be  found  insuf- 
ficient, the  number  may  be  increased,  and  so 
in  like  manner  diminished,  by  agreement,  as 
the  occasion  may  require;  each  nation  always 
furnishing  an  equal  share  of  the  tonnage  ne- 
cessary. 

Tenth — Until  regular  cartels  shall  be  pro- 
vided, as  stipulated  in  the  foregoing  article,  the 
transportation  of  prisoners  is  to  be  conducted 
and  paid  for  by  each  nation,  according  to  the 
method  hitherto  observed  in  the  present  war; 
and  after  regular  cartels  are  established,  in 
case  a number  of  prisoners,  not  less  than  one 
hundred,  may  be  collected  at  any  British  or 
American  port,  different  from  the  ports  before 
named,  a temporary  cartel  may  be  fitted  out 
by  order  olj  the  commanding  officer  at  such 
port  or  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  such 
prisoners,  if  British,  to  one  of  the  British  sta- 
tions before  named;  and  if  American,  to  one 
of  the  American  stations  before  named,  and 
to  no  other  port  or  place:  Provided  always , 
That  such  cartel  shall  bring  at  least  one  hun- 
dred prisoners,  and  shall  receive  an  equal 
number  in  exchange,  with  liberty  to  return 


( with  them  to  any  port  of  the  nation  to  which 
| she  belongs.  And  the  prisoners  so  delivered 
I in  exchange  on  board  such  t emporary  cartels, 
j shall  be  certified  to  one  of  the  Tegular  stations 
’ of  exchange,  where  they  shall  be  credited  to 
the  nation  so  delivering  them  in  exchange, 
whether  they  arrive  at  the  port  of  destination 
or  not.  But  should  there  not  be  an  equal 
number  at  such  station  to  exchange  for  the 
number  brought,  the  transportation  in  such 
temporary  cartel  must  he  paid  for  so  many 
prisoners  as  shall  not  be  exchanged. 

Eleventh. — Commanders  of  all  public  ships 
of  war  of  either  of  the  two  nations,  shall  be 
permitted  to  send  flags  of  truce  into  any  of 
the  established  stations  for  exchange  of  pri- 
soners of  the  other  nation,  with  prisoners,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  agent  for  prisoners  of  war 
of  the  nation  to  which  such  port  belongs,  and 
the  agent  receiving  them  shall  give  a receipt 
for  them,  specifying  their  names,  quality, 
when  and  in  wThat  ship  taken ; and  the  prison- 
ers so  delivered,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  nation  sending  them. 

Twelfth. — Commanders  of  ships  of  war, 
captains  of  privateers  and  letters  of  marque, 
of  either  of  the  two  nations,  shall  be  permitted 
to  send  prisoners,  belonging  to  the  other  na- 
tion, in  neutral  vessels,  to  any  of  the  stations 
for  exchange  as  aforementioned,  of  the  nation 
to  which  the  prisoners  belong  : and  they  may 
be  delivered  to  the  agent  and  receipted  for  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  directed  and  expressed 
in  the  eleventh  article  ; and  the  prisoners 
when  delivered,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  nation  sending  them  in  the  neutral  ves- 
sels. The  expences  incurred  under  this  and 
the  eleventh  article,  are  to  be  paid  by  the  na- 
tion sending  the  prisoners;  and  the  prisoners, 
so  embarked  in  neutral  vessels,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  the  port  of  destination, 
without  molestation  or  other  interruption  by 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  nations. 

Thirteenth. — Lists  shall  be  exchanged  by 
the  agents  on  both  sides,  of  the  prisoners  hith- 
erto delivered,  and  after  such  lists  are  adjust- 
ed and  signed  agreeably  to  the  rule  of  ex- 
change hereby  established — the  persons  nam- 
ed therein  shall  be  considered  as  liberated 
and  free  to  serve  again,  as  wrell  as  these  here- 
tofore exchanged,  notwithstanding  any  parole 
or  engagement  they  may  have  previously  en- 
tered into.  And  in  future,  prisoners  embark- 
ed in  a cartel  belonging  to  the  nation  sending 
such  prisoners,  shall  not  be  credited  to  the 
nation  so  sending  them,  until  they  are  deliver- 
ed at  one  of  the  stations  of  the  nation  to  which 
such  prisoners  belong,  and  a receipt  is  obtain- 
ed from  the  proper  agent  of  such  delivery. 
But  where  the  prisoners  and  cartel  both  be- 
long to  the  same  nation,  the  delivery  shall 
take  place  and  receipts  be  given  at  the  port  of 
embarkation  ; provided  that  the  delivery  shall 
not  be  considered  complete,  until  the  cartel 
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is  in  the  act  of  departing  the  port,  and  the 
nation  delivering  the  prisoners  shall  retain  the 
custody  of  them  by  maintaining  a sufficient 
guard  on  board  the  cartel  until  she  is  actual- 
ly under  way  ; when  the  receipt  shall  be  duly 
oxeeuted  and  delivered,  and  when  special  ex- 
changes a^e  negociated  in  discharges  of  spe- 
cial paroles,  a certificate  of  such  exchange 
must  be  forwarded  to  the  nation  where  the 
parole  was  granted. 

Fourteenth.  If  either  nation  shall  at  any 
time  have  delivered  more  prisoners  than  it  has 
received,  it  is  optional  with  such  nation  to 


States  from  their  enemies;  and  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  make  any  provision 
in  relation  to  them,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise,’* 

REPORT: 

That  the  collection,  preservation  and  exhi- 
bition of  such  flags,  standards  and  colors  as 
have  been  taken  by  the  land  and  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies,  is 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  European  nati- 
ons, and  more  especially  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  congress  of  our  revolution.  It  is  be- 
lieved there  cannot  be  a difference  of  opinion 


stop  sending  any  more  prisoners  on  credit,  un-|on  this  subject : it  is  natural  to  rejoice  at  the 
til  a return  shall  be  made  equal  in  number  to  j victories  and  the  glory  of  the  country.  In 
the  balance  so  in  advance.  [.Europe,  the  trophies  which  have  been  gained 

Fifteenth.  This  cartel  is  to  be  submitted' in  war,  are  preserved  with  uncommon  care, 
for  ratification  to  the  secretary  of  state,  for  As  monuments  of  national  power  they  have 
and  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  Unit-  ever  been  cherished  by  all  civilized  nations, 
ed  States,  and  to  the  right  honorable  the  In  England  they  are  highly  prized  Not  con- 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  for  and(tent  that  they  should  constitute  the  ornaments 
in  behalf  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain;  of  their  militar}’'  institutions,  such  standards 
and  if  approved  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  are  deemed  proper  subjects  for  the  decora- 
the  United  States,  shall  be  provisionally  exe-jtions  of  the  temples  which  they  have  corse- 
cuted  until  the  assent  or  dissent  of  the  lords  crated  to  the  purposes  of  religious  worship  : 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  of  Great  the  sacred  chapels,  in  common  with  the  royal 
Britain  be  known.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  palaces,  are  the  places  in  which  are  displayed 
that  after  the  mutual  ratification  of  this  car-  ; to  every  subject  and  traveller  the  banners 
tel,  either  of  the  parties,  on  six  months  notice  which  the  British  forces  have  won  from  their 
to  the  other,  may  declare  and  render  the  same  enemies  ! It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
null  and  no  longer  binding.  j standard  of  our  4th  regiment  of  infantry, 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned, 'which  the  enemy  received  at  the  lamentable 
have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  i surrender  of  Detroit,  was  in  haste  conveyed 
at  Washington,  this  twelfth  day  of  4°  Europe.  Immediately  after  its  arrival  in 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  London,  the  public  prints  informed  us,  that  it 

was  triumphantly  displayed  in  the  council 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen 
(Seal.)  J.  MASON, 

(Seal.)  THO.  BARCLAY. 

Having  seen  and  considered  the  foregoing 
cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  all  and 
every  one  of  its  articles,  and  approved  the 
same,  I do  hereby  declare  that  the  said  cartel 
is  accepted,  ratified  and  confirmed  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

In  faith  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  department  of  state  for  the  said 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Done  at  Washington,  this  14th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1813,  and 
of  the  United  States  the  37th. 

(Seal)  JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  state. 


National  Trophies. 

On  the  I l.th  of  February,  Mr.  Seybert, 
from  the  committee  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  whom  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, made  the  following  report  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
solution directing  them  “to  inquire  into  the 
present  condition  and  disposition  of  the 
flags,  standards  and  colours  which  have 
been  taken  by  the  forces  of  the  United 


chamber  at  Whitehall.  Such  is  the  British 
practice. 

In  France  the  galleries  of  Notre  Dame  are 
blazoned  with  these  splendid  trophies.  The 
chapel  of  the  Hotel  oi  the  Invalides,  is  richly 
embellished,  and  exhibits  to  the  numerous 
visitors,  the  many  standards  Which  that  gi- 
gantic power  has,  at  different,  times,  taken 
from  its  enemies.*  It  affords  no  common  sa 
tisfaction  to  the  disabled  tar,  or  the  superannu- 
ated soldier,  when  he  informs  the  inquisitive 
stranger,  th,ut  he  gloriously  fought  in  the  bat- 
tle which  may  have  gained  some  of  them. 
F or  the  time,  he  forgets  his  former  sufferings, 
and  his  present  disabled  condition ; his  conso- 
lation rests  upon  the  power  and  glory  of  his 
country,  so  fully  demonstrated  by  the  sight 
of  the  numerous  ensigns  which  were  taken 
from  other  nations.  Other  instances  in  favor 
of  the  practice,  could  have  been  furnished, 
but  your  committee  are  persuaded  that  the 
order  of  the  illustrious  congress  of  our  revo- 
lution, alone , will  justify  the  propositions 
which  they  intend  to  submit  for  legislative 
eensideration.  As  early  as  the  23d  of  June, 
1778,  it  was  “resolved,  that  the  hoard  of  war 


•The  trophies  of  wai-  ornament  the  places  of  worship  in  Prus* 
sia,  Bohemia  and  Austria. 
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be  directed  to  collect  the  standards  and  colors 
taken  from  the  enemy,  by  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war.”  Had  this  order  been  strictly  ob- 
served. and  somewhat  extended,  the  present 
proceedings  would  he  unnecessary.  Far  from 
any  regulations  having  been  adopted,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  recited  resolution,  your  commit- 
tee lament  the  peculiar  negligence  which  en- 
sued. The  secretary  of  war  now  tells  us,  that 
©f  the  standards  and  colors  which  were  taken 
by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  only  six  remain  in  his 
office.  He  cannot  give  any  information  con 
cerning  others  ; even  their  place  of  deposit  is 
unknown  to  the  department!  The  navy  depart 
ment  possesses  no  knowledge  of  any  flags 
which  were  taken  “ anterior  to  the  declaration 
of  the  present  war.”  Such  as  have  been  cap- 
tured with  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  ene 
my,  subsequent  to  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  “have 
been  carefully  preserved  Thirteen  of  them 
Irave  been  already  received,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement:  of  these, 
three  belonged  to  the  heavy  frigates  of  the 
enemy,  viz : the  Guerriere,  Macedonian  and 
Java.  The  navy  department  is  also  in  pos 
session  of  a royal  standard  of  Great  Britain, 
which  was  taken  at  York,  and  a union  jack 
and  flag,  which  were  captured  at  fort  George. 
The  flags  of  five  small  vessels  which  were  cap 
tured,  have  not  been  received.  Your  commit 
tee  regret  that  the  journals  of  congress  do  not 
exhibit  statements  of  all  the  standards  and 
colors  which  were  taken  during  our  revolution 
by  the  army  and  navy  of  United  States.  The 
early  attention  of  the  legislature  to  this  sub 
ject,  inclines  them  to  believe  that  they  were 
very  numerous.  The  capture  of  earl  Corn- 
wallis alone  furnished  twenty-four  of  them!  In 
all  probability  as  many  were  taken  with  ge- 
neral  Burgoyne. 

By  some  the  exhibitions  which  are  contem- 
plated may  be  considered  as  too  trivial  for  le- 
gislative provision.  Your  committee  would 
coincide  with  them  in  this  opinion,  did  the 
practice  only  afford  a momentary  gratification 
to  the  curious.  Experience  must  have  taught 
European  governments,  that  national  benefits 
were  derived  from  the  course  which  they  have 
adopted,  or  it  would  long  since  have  been  dis* 
continued.  It  is  presumed  that  essential  con- 
sequences proceed  from  the  practice,  more  es- 
pecially when  a nation  shall  be  engaged  in  a 
war.  Such  trophies  excite  the  spirit  of  the 
nation;  the  result  is  national  character.  The 
arrival  of  'an  enemy’s  flag  is  sufficient  to 
rouse  the  population  of  London  or  Paris  ! on 
such  occasions  the  finest  national  feelings  are 
developed;  and  to  the  honor  of  our  citizens  be 
it  said,  that  they  have  not  been  found  to  want 
this  species  of  national  sensibility  when  the 
flags  of  the  Guerriere , Macedonian  and  Java , 
<k,c.  were  exhibited  to  them.  It  was  indfrffe- 
Sur,  Von,  V. 


rent  whether  they  consider  themselves  of  the 
war  or  of  the  peace  party,  each  was  ambitious 
to  rank  the  victor  with  himself.  The  notional 
taste  and  propensity  is  strongly  marked  by 
the  eagerness  with  which  all  view  representa- 
tions of  our  late  unparalleled  naval  victories ! 

If  then  the  art  and  genius  of  the  painter  can 
thus  excite  our  natures,  may  we  not  look  for 
much  more  when  we  have  the  physical  facts 
placed  before  us  instead  of  fancy?  These  flags, 
the  trophies  won  by  our  gallant  tars,  demon- 
strates to  us  and  the  world, that  the  invincibility 
of  the  British  naval  power  has  been  very  much 
exaggerated.  In  battle  will  the  recollection 
of  them  sustain  our  sailors  and  soldiers  and 
impart  an  additional  shill  and  valor  in  support 
of  the  cause  of  our  country!  The  value  of 
standards  does  not  depend  upon  the  gaudy 
colors  which  they  exhibit  no  more  than  Upon 
the  nature  of  the  sluff  of  which  they  may  be 
fabricated.  They  have  been  at  all  times  re- 
gard as  the  insignia  of  fame-  and  power. — 
Their  surrender  is  the  act  of  submission.  The 
last  wish  of  the  proud  bearer,  is  the  preserva- 
tion of  his  eagle;  too  ofl  en  is  the  loss  oi  it  sealed 
with  the  loss  of  life.  In  Europe  where  mili- 
tary operations  are  on  a large  scale,  though 
the  result  of  a ba+lle  should  prove  destructive 
to  thousands  of  those  who  were  engaged,  the 
capture  of  a single  standard  constitutes  a pro- 
minent feature  in  the  details  of  the  action,  and 
adds  much  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  achievment 
Colors  taken  from  the  enemy  were  considered 
a present  worthy  the  nation  to  general  Wash- 
ington for  his  signal  services  in  the  capture  cf 
earl  Cornwallis.  The  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress  during  the  whole  of  the  revo- 
lution, mention  but  two  instances  where  this 
highly  honorable  and  distinguished  mark  of 
approbation  wTas  voted!  In  fine,  we  have  de- 
clared the  flag  shall  guarantee  the  safely  of 
our  citizens.  Can  a higher  value  be  set  upon 
it?  Can  wre  attach  more  honor  to  it? 

It  may  be  asked,  wdat  will  be  the  effects  of 
a public  display  of  the  flags  which  have  been 
taken  from  our  enemies?  This  view  is  consi- 
dered to  be  important.  No  one  can  doubt  that 
the  government  and  the  people  of  England 
w'ould  rather  we  should  have  taken  millions 
of  their  merchandise,  than  that  we  should  have 
it  in  our  power  to  exhibit  the  flag  of  a single 
sloop  of  war,  which  was  gained  by  equal  force. 
If  the  enemy  will  expose  to  the  view  of  the 
British  nation  and  every  traveller  who  may 
visit  them,  the  one  or  two  which  they  have- 
captured  from  us,  shall  we  conceal  the  many* 
we  havetaken  from  them, and  thus  lead  others 
to  doubt  our  possessing  any?  Shall  we  permit 
the  numerous  trophies  of  our  revolution  to 
moulder  into  dust,  by  a voluntary  com  ealment, 
without  an  effort  for  their  preservation?  If 
this  shall  have  happened  to  the  proud  monu- 
ments of  our  independence,  shall  the  fate  of 
those  which  are  now  perfect,  ajjd  which  haver 
H 3 
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been  so  lately  won  on  our  own  coast,  on  that 
of  South  America,  off  the  Azores,  on  the 
lakes,  in  short  in  all  latitudes  where  our  tars 
have  come  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  be  the 
same?  Is  not  the  preservation  of  these  flags  a 
duty  which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  Are  the  aehievments  of  that  little 


of  derision  with  the  statesmen  and  the  people 
of  England,  but  now  the  cause  ot  their  fears 
to  be  buried  in  oblivion?  Shall  we  put  at  rest 
the  enquiry  which  the  glorious  deeds  of  our 


tizen  who  might  wish  to  observe  them.  It 
will  be  of  an  advantage  that  they  should  be 
noticed  by  every  foreigner  who  may  visit  the 
United  States.  Can  any  objection  be  made 
to  the  spacious  national  apartments  which  are 
devoted  to  the  legislative  purposes?  What  or* 
naments  can  be  more  suitahle?  Go  abroad  and 


navy,  which  a few’  months  ago  was  the  object  you  may  see  the  walls  of  the  British  house  of 


lords  decorated  with  representations  of  some 
of  the  celebrated  battles  which  were  fought 
by  the  troops  of  Great  Britain . 

At  home,  we  find  the  principle  already  es- 


sailors  have  excited  in  the  parliament  of  Great  tablished  by  one  branch  of  the  legislature  of 
Britain?  Shall  we,  at  our  expense,  approve  the  United  States:  in  the  senate  chamber  we 
the  labored  calculation  of  the  enemy ; with  observe  engravings  of  some  of  the  battles  of 
her  confound  reason  and  common  sense,  and  our  revolution ; and  had  time  allowed  the  ex- 

.41 ll 1 ~ X. 4-«  -iV*  1 1 AHf-  non  COC*I  nt*  nrmti  ^ 


attribute  simple  truths  to  fallacious  causes?  or 
shall  we  give  into  a practice  so  generally  che- 
rished by  other  nations?  Our  successes  on  the 
ocean  constitute  the  pride  of  our  country;  they 
have  secured  to  us  the  respect  of  foreign  na- 
tions. In  Europe  we  again  hold  that  rank 
which  our  ancestors  had  obtained  by  their  many 
hard  fought  conflicts,  which  we  had  nearly  for- 
feited. Have  we  not  accomplished  more  than 
Spain  with  her  Invincible  Armadas,”  than 
did  Holland  with  her  De  Witts,  Van  Tromps, 
and  De  Ruyters;  than  France  could  achieve 
when  she  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  naval  power 
than  did  Great  Britain  with  her  Nelsons,  Rod- 
neys, Howes  and  St.  Vincents?  The  naval  an 
nals  of  England  furnish  no  instance  in  which 
every  vessel  belonging  to  a hostile  fleet  wa 
captured. 

Some  may  doubt  our  possessing  a number 
of  standards  sufficient  to  warrant  their  public 
exhibition-  Had  we  but  few  of  them,  we  should 
not  deny  our  sanction  to  the  principle.  Y our 
committee  regret  special  order  had  not  been 


ecution  of  the  original  design  of  the  architect, 
the  precedent  would  have  had  existence  in  the 
chamber  of  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States. — It  was  contemplated  that  the  friese , 
over  the  capitals  of  the  Corinthian  column* 
which  sustain  the  dome,  should  present,  in  re~ 
livo,  a regular  series  of  the  battles  which  se- 
cured our  independence.  Such  decorations 
might  gratify  the  artist,  and  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  display  his  talents;  but  in  a national 
view,  little  or  no  effect  would  be  produced. 
It  must  be  conceded  that  much  more  will  he 
communicated  to  the  spectator  by  the  display 
of  the  captured  standards.  No  one  can  pre- 
tend that  any  difference  exists  between  the  re- 
presentations which  we  have  noticed  and  the 
standards  which  have  been  taken  from  the 
enemy,  as  wdll  warrant  the  public  exhibition 
of  the  one  and  preclude  that  of  the  other:  these 
subjects  are  most  immediately  connected,  and 
their  tendency  must  be  the  same  — The  public 
exhibition  of  these  trophies  is -a  tribute  due  to 
the  very  superior  skill  and  valor  which  achiev- 


taken  by  congress  immediately  after  the  receipted  them;  the  sight  of  them  will  bring  to  re- 
ef the  first  present  of  this  kind,  wre  allude  to  collection  every  circumstance  of  cause  and  ef- 
fect; they  will  constitute  valuable  records  of 


the  colors  which  were  taken  by  general  Mont- 
gomery from  the  7th  British  regiment,  at 


„ 0 , illustrious  portions  of  our  history;  they  will 

Chamblee,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1775.  The  form  a collection  of  the  proudest,  monuments 
French  pride  themselves  on  their  ability  to  ex-  to  commemorate  the  brilliant  deeds  of  arising' 
bib  it  the  two  which  they  have  taken  from  our 'generation, 
present  enemy;  for  so  lately  as  the  year  1800 


they  had  only  two  of  the  naval  flags  of  Great 
Britain!  Though  the  war  and  navy  departments 
can  immediately  furnish  but  twent}^  or  twenty- 
five  of  these  flags,  it  is  probable  the  place  of 
deposit  will  be  ascertained,  so  as  to  put  within 
our  power  many  of  those  which  were  gained 
during  our  revolution.  Where  are  those  which 
were  won  during’ our  dispute  with.  France  in 
1798?  The  same  may  be  asked  of  others 
which  the  defeats  of  Derne  and  Tripoli  should 


The  Merchants  Bonds. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  December  3d,  1812. 

D abate  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants, praying  a remission  of  the  bonds 
given  on  the  recent  importation  of  British 
goods. 

Mr.  Johnson,  after  some  preliminary  re- 
furnish ? The  only  object  which  remains  for 'marks,  said  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
consideration  is  the  place  most  proper  for  the,  had  examined  the  subject  of  the  late  importa- 
exhibition.  jtions  of  British  manufactures  with  c on  si d era- 

This  should  be  public  and  easy  of  access,  atble  attention;  and  after  much  deliberation  and 
the  same  time  that  it  should  be  perfectly  se-;  difficulty  had  reported  a resolution  to  the  house 
cure  from  villainous  attempts.  These  flags'reeommending  a reference  of  the  whole  sub- 
should  be  placed  so  as  to  be  seen  by  every  ci-  ject  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  had 
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ample  power  over  it.  The  president  had  in 
Ibis  very  aide  and  lucid  communication  to  con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  re- 
presented to  them  that  a considerable  number 
of  American  vessels  had  arrived  in  the  United 
States  laden  with  British  manufactures  under 
an  erroneous  impression  that  the  non-impor- 
tation act  would  cease  to  operate  upon  a revo- 
cation of  the  British  orders  in  council  by  the 
order  of  the  23d  of  June  last,  and  upon  a sub- 
ject of  such  magnitude  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  had  not  exercised  the  power  of  miti- 
gating the  forfeitures  incurred,  that  congress 
might  have  previously  an  opportunity  ot  mak- 
ing such  provision  as  they  might  deem  expe 
dient,  and  recommending  this  body  to  consult 
equally  what  is  due  toequitable  considerations 
on  the  part  of  the  merchant,  and  what  is  due 
to  the  public  interest. 

It  has  not  been  recommended  to  congress  to 
interpose,  but  an  opportunity  has  been  given 
that  congress  might,  it  the  views  of  the  secre 
tary  of  the  treasury  did  not  correspond  with 
their  own.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has 
expressed  himself  in  the  same  character  Con 
sidering  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  and  the 


lent  may  be  secured  to  the  public  for  extra 
profit  beyond  that  on  common  importations 
which  arises  from  the  continuance  of  the  non- 
importation act.  This  opinion,  formed  and 
expressed,  was  not  executed,  although  the 
power  was  without  limit.  It  was  wisely  de- 
layed, that  an  opportunity  might  be  given  tg 
tiie  representatives  of  the  people  to  object  to 
such  a mitigation.  '1  he  power  of  remission  or 
mitigation  once  exercised  would  effectually 
destroy  the  right  of  the  government.  And  as 
a favourite  act,  a measure  of  redress  against  a 
foreign  enemy,  had  been  violated,  by  which 
these  forfeitures  had  accrued;  it  was  due  to 
congress,  that  an  opportunity  should  be  afford- 
ed to  object  to  such  dispensing  power,  and  to 
make  any  provision  that  they  might  deem  ex- 
pedient. It  must  have  been  this  view  of  the 
subject  which  delayed  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  the  exercise  of  his  mitigating  powers, 
and  not  any  unwillingness  on  Lis  part  on  this, 
as  it  never  lias  been  on'otlier  occasions,  to  do 
his  duty,  without  a desire  to  shrink  from  re- 
sponsibility. Why  object  to  this  reference  ? 
Why  interpose  in  this-eage?  No  new  power 
,is  given.  It  was  given  under  the  adminiwt; 


unforeseen  nature  of  the  case,  it  was  thought  tion  of  general  Washington.  It  lias  been  con- 
proper,  not  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  tinued  until  the  present  moment,  consecrated 

"by  the  necessity  of  the  provision.  Take  the 
power  away  in  this  instance — you  do  not  pro- 
pose to  take  it  away  in  any  other — it  will  re- 
main as  it  has  remained  from  the  foundation 
of  this  government,  a permanent  and  indispen- 
sible  provision.  No  individual  wishes  to 
change  the  statute  nor  shift  the  power — why 
interpose  then  in  this  event?  The  opposition 
comes  from  those  who  contend  for  an  uncon- 
ditional remission  of  the  bonds;  of  course  the 
objection  does  not  arise  from  the  extent  of  the 
[power,  or  the  nature  of  the  power,  but  because 


the  treasury  department,  until  congress  had 
taken  the  subject  into  consideration  and  pre- 
scribed, if  it  was  thought  proper,  the  course 
to  he  pursued.  There  is  no  reluctance  ex- 
pressed either  in  the  president’s  communica- 
tion or  in  Mr.  Gallatin's  report  to  act  upon  the 
subject,  and  independent  of  this  evidence  se- 
veral members  of  the  committee  know  person- 
ally that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  feels 
no  embarra  ssment  in  acting,  provided  the  mat- 
ter should  be  left  for  his  disposition. 

Why  did  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  sus- 
pend his  decision  in  this  case  until  the  will  of 
congress  should  be  known?  The  reason  is  ob- 
vious. The  consideration  was  weighty.  By 
the  infraction  of  an  existing  statute,  the  non- 
importation act,  British  manufactures  to  the 
value  of  twent}7  millions  of  dollars  had  become 
forfeited  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  The  vessels  and  cargoes  had  been 
seized  and  suits  in  every  case  commenced  in 
compliance  with  statutory  regulations. 

This  twenty  millions  of  dollars  belonged  to  celled;  then  sir,  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
the  United  States  by  forfeiture.  The  secre-  are  gone  forever.  But  if  too  much  should  he 
tary  of  the  treasury,  consulting  equally  in  his  exacted;  if  the  conditions  of  remission  should 
decision  equitableconsiderationsandthepublic  he  oppressive,  we  have  lost  none  of  our  power 
interest,  formed  his  opinion  as  expressed  in  to  interpose:  the  friends  of  unqualified  remis- 
writing that  there  ought  not  to  be  an  unquali- sion  cannot,  therefore,  object  to  the  power, 
fied  remission  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  because  they  have  the  advantage  ground  of 
in  favor  of  the  importer,  nor  a total  exaction  those  who  are  not  willing  wholly  to  sacrifice 
for  the  public  benefit.  But  that  the  one  halfthe  public  interest.  If  this  proposition  wauled 
of  the  forfeitures  which  would  otherwise  fall  support  from  any  farther  considerations,  they 


the  power  is  not  exercised  in  its  greatest  ex- 
tent. Indeed  no  objection  can  be  made  to  the 
power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  the 
statute  does  not  give  him  the  power  of  com- 
mitting violence — it  does  not  legalize  any  out- 
rages. No,  sir;  it  gives  him  the  power  of  re- 
mitting or  mitigating  forfeitures  and  penalties 
in  whole  or  in  part,  incurred  by  a violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  land.  If  the  power  should  be 
exercised  and  the  bonds  of  the  importers  can- 


to the  share  of  collectors  ought  to  be  remitted; 
that  with  respect  to  one  half  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  justice  to  the  community  re- 
tires, that  when  remitted,  at  least  an  equiva 


might  be  added.  As  it  respected  the  United 
States,  it  was  important  that  the  exercise  of 
the  power  of  the  secretary  should  be  delayed; 
\>ut  on  account  of  the  petitioners  it  was  not; 
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Take  the  case  of  <c  A.”  alone,  and  congress  act,  shall  from  the  date  of  such  proclamation 
would  not,  be  called  upon  to  interpose.  The  cease  and  be  discontinued.7’  ^ 

subject  would  not  be  of  sufficient  magnitude;  From  this  provision  in  the  statute,  the  p re- 
but when  you  unite  the  case  of  B.  C.  D.  and.sident  was  made  the  sole  judge  of  what  revo- 
the  whole  of  the  alphabet,  if  you  will; — then  cation  or  modilication  of  the  British  orders  in 
comes  the  objection;  the  pecuniary  interest  of  council  would  justify  a suspension  of  the  npn- 
the  merchant,  and  not  his  rights,  are  consider-’  importation  act,  which  fact  was  to  be  declared  by 
ed.  Take  one  insulated  case,  and  if  injustice?  proclamation  which  was  to  be  the  only  evidence 
done,  it  would  not  be  more  injurious  or  fla-jof  the  fact  of  such  revocation  or  modification: 
grant  because  others  share  the  same  fate.  As! and  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  our  com- 
it  respects  the  rights  of  the  petitioners,  they,  merce  were  to  cease  from  the  date  of  the  pre- 
cannot  be  entitled  to  higher  consideration,  sident’s  proclamation,  and  not  from  the  revoca- 
tion citizens  who  have  been  and  will  continue  tion  of  the  British  orders  in  council.  In  defi- 
to  be  subject  to  this  power,  not  to  injure  but  <ance  of  this  knowledge,  the  shipments  of  Bri- 
to pardon.  IIS'S  this  power  been  exercised  tish  manufactures  were  made, 
improperly?  Where  is  the  complaint?  None!  The  importers  not  only  anticipated  what 
|s  beard.  Why  fear  it  at  this  moment?  1'he'the  president  would  do  in  consequence  of  the 
secretary  of  treasury  is  an  officer  of  high  char-4  order  in  council  of  June  23d,  but  placed  them- 
acter  and  responsibility — and  as  we  are  ame-|  selves  in  the  character  of  judges  for  the  pco* 
nabte  to  those  who  elect  us,  for  a faithful  dis-lple  of  the  U.  S.  of  what  modification  or  revoca- 
charge  of  our  duty,  he  is  equally  aecountablejtion  of  the  British  orders,  1807  and  9,  which 
to  the  constituted  authority  of  government,  would  justify  a suspension  of  the  non-importa 

officer  is  exempt  from  this  responsibility.  But  tion  act — thus  attempting  to  arrest  from  the 
we  place  confidence  where  confidence  is  due.  president  the  high  power  vested  in  him  alone 

TV  hr*  HAIlfltc  thf*  Od  naP.itv  rtf  lit  A cAr.  t'Ahci  rrin‘  c 


W ho  doubts  the  r apacity  of  the  secretary?  This 
is  a^|^m>a7jedge'd.  Who  doubts  bis  integrity? 


by  act  of  congress. 

* This  course  of  measures  was  pursued  by  a 


*Noiio.  Where  then  is  the  fear?  That  he  wilhhasty  and  precipitate  importation  of  British 
not  remit  the  forfeitures  of  the  importers  of  manufactures,  without  waiting  a reasonable 
British  manufactures — without  qualification?[t:me  for  the  president’s  proclamation,  from  the 
Tfiis  is  not  my  fear.  I do  not  wish  it,  and  the* date  of  which  commercial  restriction  was  to 
secretary  has  said  he  will  not  do  it— and  noj cease.  Was  this  an  innocent  infraction  of  an 
wonder  at  the  opposition  of  those  who  differ  j existing  law  ? What  motive  actuated  ? The 
from  him.  prospect  of  gain- — self-aggrandizement.  The 

The  argument  for  a reference  might  be  clo- 


sed here;  i>ut  the  objection  arising  principally 
from  the  extent  of  relief,  and  not  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  power,  the  view  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  naturally  involved  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

To  consult  what  is  due  to  equitable  conside- 
rations, the  manner  in  which  the  non-impor- 
tation act  has  been  violated  must  be  a matter 
of  examination.  The  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  furnished  wi  th  papers  by  those  who 


honor  of  the  country  was  forgotten  ; the  law 
considered  a dead  letter;  and  British  aggres- 
sions over-looked. 

It  was  a desire  to  come  with  their  wares  in- 
to an  exhausted  market — to  enrich  themselves 
— to  out-run  other  merchants  who  waited  for 
the  administration  of  the  law  by  the  proper  or- 
gan. The  infraction  of  the  law  was  not  inno- 
cent. I will  not  say  it  was  fraudulent.  It  was 
a violation  with  their  eyes  open  to  their  own  per- 
If  the  revocation  of  the  British 


sonnl  benefit. 

represented  the  merchants  in  this  case,  which!  orders  in  council  had  been  such  as  to  have  ad- 
mitted of  no  doubt  of  the  suspension  of  the  non- 


is  a clear  manifestation  that  they  were  not  ig- 
norant of  the  provisions  of  that  law  by  which 
20,000,000  of  property  had  been  forfeited  to  the. 


importation  act,  the  merchants  were  advised 
by  their  shewing  that  it  was  illegal  to  make 


United  States.  In  contains  verbatim,  that  shipments  until  the  emanation  of  the  presi- 
clause  in  the  act  of  March  1st  1811,  which  dent’s  proclamation.  It  was  not  only  prohi- 
sanctioned  the  president’s  proclamation  of  bited  to  our  citizens  to  make  shipments  ; but 
November  2,  1810,  by  reviving  the  non-im- to  load  them  vessels  with  intent  to  ship  before 


portation  part  of  the  non-intercourse  against 
Great  Britain. 

a Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  in 
Case  G.  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  U.  States,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  U S.  shall  declare  the  fact  by.  pro- 
clamation ; and  such  proclamation  shall  bead- 


such  proclamation,  was  a forfeiture  of  thegoods. 
This  gave  notice  to  all,  under  what  circum- 
stances trade  could  be  resumed,  and  placed 
the  community  upon  an  equality.  In  risquing 
a voluntary  infraction  of  law,  the  importers  of 
British  merchandize  shouldhavechosena  case 
less  embarrassed  than  the  British  order  of  re- 
1,  vocation.  The  conditions  of  the  revocation  are. 
mitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall;  incompatible  with  the  vital  principles  of  our 
be  admitted  qf such  revocation  or  modification  j sovereignty  and  independence.  1.  British  arm- 
in  any. suit,  <k,c.  And  the  restrictions  imposed, led  vessels  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospital^ 
fr  which  may  be  imposed  bywirtue  of. the  sadd,  ties  of  ourwatersandjwrts, without  atonement; 
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or  repentance  for  the  insults  and  injuries  re- 
ceived by  our  citizens  in  the  vexations  of  the 
commerce,  in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
and  in  the  slaughter  of  our  people.'  2.  The  sus- 
pension of  the  non-importation  act.  3 The 
right  is  positively  claimed  of  resorting  to  the 
orders  in  council,  as  a measure  of  retaliation 
against  France,  whenever  the  British  minis- 
try shall  deem  it  expedient.  A dmit  that  they 
had  a right  from  our  promises  to  expect  a 
compliance  with  the  two  first  conditions,  the 
third  was  surely  an  insult  to  our  injured  feel- 
ings, and  declaring  in  so  many  words  that  the 
arbitrary  principle  of  plundering  our  property 
on  the  high  seas  was  a right  which  they  had 
only  relaxed  until  it  was  deemed  expedient  in 
the  sight  of  our  enemy  to  fix  it  upon  us.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  hazard  an  opinion,  as  to  the 
course  which  would  have  been  pursued  by  the 
President  underthisinsidious  and  disguised  re- 
laxation of  the  British  orders  in  council — it  is 
however  evident  that  it  was  not  a case  favora- 
ble for  the  importing  merchants  to  anticipate 
the  view’s  of  the  president  in  violation  of  law. 
This  is  not  the  only  view  which  will  enable  us 
to  consult  equally  equitable  considerations  and 
the  public  interest.  The  measure  of  non-im- 
portation must  be  examined.  W ithout  an  en- 
quiry into  the  merit  of  this  act,  the  reasons  are 
obvious  why  there  should  not  be  a voluntary 
and  total  violation  of  a positive  statute  with 
impunity,  and  more  care  should  be  taken  not 
to  give  premiums  to  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity to  do  that  which  in  our  legislative  charac- 
ters we  refused  to  do.  It  is  well  known  that 
congress  at  the  last  session  refused  to  repeal 
this  non  importation  act  in  whole  or  in  part — 
and  I am  unwilling  that  the  act  should  be  re- 
pealed by  force.  I do  not  speak  of  hard  cases. 
I speak  of  the  ordinary  trade  from  G.  Britain. 
There  is  one  class  of  importers  entitled  to  con- 
sideration above  all  others — those  who  pur- 
chased their  goods  in  the  fall,  1810,  before 
the  non-importation  act  was  revived  by  the 
president’s  proclamation  of  2d  November,  or 
who  had  purchased  their  goods  previous  to  the 
2d  of  February,  1811,  which  closed  the  depar- 
ture of  vessels  from  British  ports  by  the  act  of 
March,  181 1.  This  may  beconsidered  innocent 
bona  fide  American  being  trade,  American  pro- 
perty, purchased  before  the  restrictions  wrere  in 
operation,  and  the  merchants  being  compelled 
to  warehouse  such  goods  at  their  own  risque, 
until  the  late  revocation  of  the  British  orders 
in  council.  The  dilemma  of  this  property  was 
not  produced  by  a voluntary  act  on  the  part 
of  the  purchaser.  He  obeyed  the  impulse  of 
duty  in  storing  away  his  goods,  making  a sa- 
crifice rather  than  violate  the  laws  of  the 
country  ; and  in  addition  to  this  reason  for  a 
distinction,  and  not  less  powerful,  is,  that  con- 
gress did  by  law  admit  to  entry  all  property 
shipped  from  British  ports  prior  to  the  2d 
February,  1811,  although  by  the  previous  ex- 


isting provision  forfeitures  were  incurred  un- 
less the  vessel  arrived  within  our  ports  before 
that  period.  To  make  a discrimination  in 
those  cases  where  it  can  be  done  is  assuming 
the  ground  of  equality.  I was  not  unwilling 
at  the  last  session  to  admit  a partial  suspen- 
sion of  the  non-importation  act  for  the  double 
purpose  of  relieving  the  bona  fide  American 
merchant  who  had  his  funds  in  Great  Britain, 
and  te  prevent  at  that  time  internal  taxation. 
This  suspension  was  to  be  limited  as  to  time, 
and  restricted  as  to  articles  which  would  have 
relieved  us  from  impositions  which  have  been 
lately  exacted  in  the  sale  of  certain  articles, 
and  the  British  manufactures  would  not  have 
been  relieved  from  their  great  distress,  nor 
would  our  own  manufactures  have  sufl’ered  by 
the  competition.  Upon  this  subject  I have 
not  changed  my  opinion.  I was  at  that  time 
against  a repeal  of  the  non -importation  act ; at 
this  time  I am  against  any  relaxation — nor  did 
the  partial  relaxation  which  was  attempted  at 
the  last  session  contemplate  a direct  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  It  was  prohibited  expressly. 
A total  repeal  was  then  attempted  and  failed, 
and  no  wonder  those  who  have  at  all  times  ad 
vocated  the  abandonment  of  the  non-impor- 
tation act  as  a ruinous  measure  should  ad- 
vocate its  repeal  by  actual  violation — by  force. 
So  much  has  been  suggested  without  regard 
to  the  merits  of  this  measure  of  non-importa- 
tion. The  non  importation  act  is  a measure 
of  redress  againstBvitish  aggression,  and  rigid- 
ly enforced  it  is  a powerful  w eapon.  It  is  not  a 
system  of  the  moment,  nor  was  it  adopted 
without  due  deliberation  ; nor  has  it  been  per- 
severed in  without  absolute  certainty  of  its  ef- 
ficacy and  beneficial  results.  It  might  be 
traced  to  the  revolution  ; it  might  be  called 
the  offspring ofthat  epoch,  originating  with  the 
wisdom  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  our  high 
destiny  as  a free  people.  The  journals  of  the 
old  congress  need  not  be  consulted.  Let  the 
period  of  1805  be  called  to  recollection  ; that 
was  an  enviable  period  for  the  American  pa- 
triot, vchen  the  importing  and  exporting  mer- 
chants united  in  writing  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty pages  in  various  memorials  to  congress  a- 
gainstthe  piractical  conduct  of  British  cruizers 
acting  under  British  orders  ltwTas  an  appli- 
cation of  the  rule  of ’56  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  ; a rule  fundamentally  wmong 
and  the  conduct  under  it  the  most  atrocious. 
Plunder  and  piracy  was  the  order  of  the  day. 
Trade  consecrated  by  public  law  subject  to 
fluctuating  decisions  ; rules  of  evidence  disre- 
garded ; vessels  and  cargoes  subject  to  the  ar- 
bitrary discretion  of  English  tribunals.  The 
rule  of ’56  never  was  executed  until  1801  — 
then  it  was  alternately  enforced  and  aban- 
doned— until  the  merchants  rallied  in  the 
fall  of  1805.  In  “ ’56  ’ it  was  the  case  of  the 
Dutch  carrying  colonial  produce  the  proper- 
ty of  an  enemy.  It  was  net  a question  of 
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security  in  cases  of  bona  fide  neutral  proper- 
ty. This  colonial  trade  had  become  lucra- 
tive ; the  wealth  of  our  merchants  was  em- 
ployed in  purchasing  colonial  productions; 
brought  to  the  United  States,  the  direct  trade 
being  prohibited,  the  surplus  was  exported 
under  the  sanction  of  the  most  sacred  and 
long  established  principles  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  well  as  the  British  admiralty  courts. 
Under  these  sanctions,  without  notice,  and 
with  a motive  to  plunder,  our  rich  cargoes 
spread  over  the  face  of  every  sea  are  swept 
from  the  ocean  by  British  armed  vessels. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  regular  trade  of  the 
American  merchant,  it  has  been  periodically 
a prey  to  feed  the  hungry  appetite  of  the  Bri- 
tish navy  and  her  cruizers.  She  destroys  the 
commerce  of  her  enemies — she  plunders  the 
commerce  also  of  neutrals — andasourmeutral 
and  maritime  rights  have  been  important  to 
our  citizens  by  their  enterprize  and  industry, 
and  as  they  have  promised  us  prosperity  and 
wealth,  in  the  same  degree  have  they  been  sub- 
jects of  British  jealousy  and  outrage.  The 
merchants  were  united  in  their  complaints — 
Congress  is  urged  to  resistance — the  govern- 
ment was  called  upon  to  outstretch  the  right 
ofits  power — while  themerchants  were  swear- 
ing upon  the  altar  of  eternal  justice,  that  they 
would  avenge  the  bleeding  wounds  of  their 
common  country.  In  New  York  the  mer- 
chants in  their  memorial  recommend  permis- 
sion to  be  given  to  the  seamen  to  resist  with 
force  of  arms  in  our  own  waters  British  press- 
gangs.  The  disgrace  of  submitting  to  plun- 
der and  outrage  was  felt.  Ready  to  support 
the  cause  of  the  merchants,  congress  obeyed 
their  impressive  call.  Mr.  Munroe  reiterated 
the  same  complaintfrom  Europe.  Something 
must,  be  done.  The  18th  of  April  the  partial 
non-importation  act  was  adopted,  to  take  ef- 
fect the  15th  of  November  following.  Con- 
gress was  not  long  deceived.  Dismay  seemed 
to  succeed  this  display  of  zeal.  Commercial 
sensibilities  were  blunted.  Aggressions  were 
more  common — prospects  were  darkened — 
those  who  urged  the  nation  to  resistance  were 
the  first  to  condemn  it  Commercial  restric- 
tion with  Great  Britain  was  opposed — and 
when  war  was  declared,  that  war  was  opposed 
with  fourfold  violence — the  alternative  was 
submission.  Ijtfo  cessation  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  her  hostile  acts — they  increased,  no 
concession  of  rights,  no  atonement  made  ; 22d 
December,  1807,  an  embargo  was  laid — con- 
tinued 14  months — and  repealed  by  act  of 
congress  1st  March,  1809.  The  non-inter 
course  continued  about  14  months,  and  expir- 
ed with  the  end  of  the  session  in  May,  1810. 
The  1st  of  May,  1810,  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  act  passed  which  authorized  the 
president  to  revive  the  non-importation  part 
of  the  non-intercourse,  Which  was  about  to  ex- 
pire upon  certain  Contingencies.  According- 


ly, the  2d  November,  1810,  the  non-importa- 
tion was  revived  against  Gieat  Britain  bypro- 
clamatiori,  which  continues  in  force,  Tr.is  is 
the  history  of  our  commercial  restrictions. 

While  the  people  are  fighting  for  commerce 
and  a free  trade,  I am  unwilling  to  see  a'ny 
class  of  citizens  carry  on  a trade  with  the  ene- 
my and  under  licence.  It  would  be  gross  in- 
justice to  the  other  classes  of  the  community 
and  it  would  induce  the  merchant  to  look  to  "a 
foreign  government  and  an  enemy  for  protec- 
tion. The  calamity  of  w ar  is  acknowledged. 
It  has  been  resorted  to  as  the  least  evil,  and  all 
must  bear  the  calamity  as  it  comes  upon  them, 
a£  our  fathers  did  before  us.  The  time  has 
arrived  when  wre  must  act  with  energy.  The 
partial  non-importation  law  was  too  weak — 
the  embargo  was  too  weak — the  non- inter- 
course was  too  wTeak — these  measures  were 
weak  because  the  mercantile  class  of  the  peo- 
ple wras  strong,  our  weakness  has  originated 
from  their  strength.  The  partial  non-impor- 
tation was  suspended — the  embargo  was  re- 
pealed in  a moment  of  alarm — and  the  non- 
intercouse expired  of  itself.  The  strength  of 
the  non-importation  is  about  to  be  tested — we 
are  now  to  see  whether  we  shall  be  driven 
from  this  ground.  But  the  non-importation  is 
a strong  measure  of  redress.  It  has  had  this 
character  with  the  British  ministry.  When 
Mr.  Fox  was  advised  of  the  passage  of  the 
partial  non-importation,  heseemed  to  be  alarm- 
ed. After  his  death,  his  successors,* lords  Hol- 
land and  Auklafid,  made  it  the  first  act  of 
their  official  duty  with  our  ministers  in  London 
to  remonstrate  against  it.  See  the  last  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Monroe  before  Mr.  Pinkney 
united  wfith  him,  and  see  the  first  letter  re- 
ceived by  them  jointly.  The  same  anxiety 
prevailed  in  the  subsequent  communications 
upon  our  subsequent  restrictive  measures. 

The  examination  before  the  house  of  com- 
mons in  England,  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
individuals  of  respectability,  from  more  than 
three  of  the  great  manufacturing  districts,  and 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Brougham ; place  the  sub- 
ject in  a most  interesting  point  of  view.  The 
principal  manufactures,  the  proprietors,  are 
represented  as  without  capital;  with  stock  on 
hand  and  no  market,  their  funds  exhausted, 
and  ruin  threatened;  the  laboring  class  of  the 
people  reduced  to  the  most  afflicting  distress. 
Thousands  are  represented  to  be  without  em- 
ploy— thousands  upon  half  pay,  half  allowance 
thousands  reduced  to  the  brink  of  starvation, 
the  home  market  glutted,  the  price  of  manu- 
factures reduced.  South  America,  Canada, 
and  other  places,  had  been  substituted  for 
the  markets  in  the  United  States  and  no- 
thing bfit  loss  and  disappointment  had  en- 
sued— and  as  the  continent  of  Europe  wras 
closed  against  British  manufactures,  the  Uni- 
ted States  alone  could  relieve  the  distress  of 
this  valuable  class  of  people  in  Great  Britain. 
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The  common  and  ordinary  consumption  of 
British  manufactures  in  the  United  States  of  \ 
America  is  estimated  at  50  million  of  dollars.  } 
The  pay  for  these  goods  certain,  and  the  mar- 
ket not  liable  to  fluctuation.  So  great  has  been 
the  importations  of  British  manufactures  from 
the  first  organization  of  this  government  , that 
the  proceeds  of  our  export  trade  to  every  other 
part  of  the  world  has  principally  returned  home 
through  British  channels.  Great  Britain  has 
been  the  exchange  for  our  commerce,  and  if 
not  checked,  our  merchants  will  continue  du- 
ring war  to  augment  their  funds  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  case  under  consideration  furnishes 
another  strong  evidence  of  the  effect  of  this 
measure.  The  23d  June  the  orders  in  council 
were  revoked;  the  third  of  July  information 
was  received  in  Great  Britain,  that  a declara- 
tion of  war  had  passed  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives: on  the  30th  of  July  the  war  was  offi- 
cially known.  Notwithstanding  this  short  pe- 
riod, upwards  of  twenty  millions  worth  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures  have  been  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  which  falls  far  short  of  usual 
importations:  For  upwards  of  eighteen  months 
the  exchange  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  has  been  about  twenty  percent, 
discount.  Since  the  shipments  of  the  late  im- 
ported British  goods,  the  exchange  has  sunk  to 
14  per  cent,  discount.  This  is  evidence  of  the 
relief  occasioned  by  the  late  importations.  Nor 
will  wTe  omit  the  statement  of  Mr.  Russel,  our 
charge  des  affairs,  a gentleman  who  has  so  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  his  correspondence  with 
the  British  government. 

He  informs  you  that  the  orders  in  council 
were  revoked  to  relieve  the  wants  and  dis- 
tresses of  the  manufacturers  of  England  and 
not  as  an  act  of  justice  towards  the  U.  States. 

Thus  sir,  the  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
the  enemy  has  been  considered.  No  doubt  its 
operation  at  home  will  be  examined.  I am  not 
afraid  of  this  examination.  W e have  been  told, 
and  we  shall  be  told  again,  that  this  is  a self 
destroying  system,  that  wre  injure  ourselves 
more  than  we  injure  the  enemy.  W e no  doubt 
cloud  the  prospects  of  the  exporting  and  im- 
porting merchants,  and  it  has  an  indirect  in- 
fluence upon  the  prospects  of  others. 

But  we  do  not  expect  to  be  without  clothes 
to  wear  or  bread  to  eat,  although  this  non-im- 
portation actmaycontinueasto  Great  Britain. 
\Yehear  complaints  that  the  percentage  of  the 
merchant  is  curtailed.  Wc  do  not  however 
hear  of  thousands  reduced  to  want  and  beggary. 
So  far  from  it  as  a general  measure,  the  non- 
importation‘act  is  not  injurious  to  the  United 
States — industry  is  augmented,  extravagance 
is  curtailed,  independence  is  secured  and  ma- 
nufactures are  completely  protected.  The  do 
cuments  which  have  been  furnished  to  this 
homo,  and  other  correct  sources  of  informa- 
tion have  given  us  a most  flattering  prospect  of 
domestic  manufactures,  1 
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Ti  e annual  value  of  domestic  manufactured 
articles  is  estimated  at  an  hundred  and  tw  enty 
} million  of  dollars— 

Twenty  million  of  cabinet  ware,  household 
furniture  and  ship-building — leather  and  ma- 
nufactures of  leather,  saddles,  harness,  shoes, 
boots,  &.c.  twenty  millions  annually.  Or  wool- 
len, cotton  and  flaxen  goods,  forty  millions. 
Two-thirds  of  the-people  of  the  United  States 
clothed  with  domestic  manufactures.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  slavery,  house,  and  table  linen 
used,  made  in  the  United  States.  Importation 
of  cards  prevented  by  Whitmore’s  machine. 

Manufactures  in  the  United  States,  equal  to 
the  consumption. — 1st,  Of  wood,  and  of  which 
wood  is  the  chief  material.  2d.  Leather  and 
manufactures  of  leather.  Soap  and  candles. 
Flaxseed-oil.  Reflned  sugar.  Coarse  earthen- 
ware, snuff,  chocolate,  mustard,  &, c. 

Manufactures  firmly  established,  some  fur- 
nishing the  greater,  and  all  a considerable  part 
of  the  consumption  of  the^  United  States — 
1st.  Iron  and  manufactures  of  iron.  2d.  Of 
cotton  wool  and  flax.  3rd.  Hats  paper, 
printing  types,  printed  books,  spirituous 
and  malt  liquors,  manufactures  of  hemp,  gun- 
powder, window  glass,  jewelry  and  clocks, 
leads,  straw  bonnets  and  hats,  wax  candles, 
paints  and  colors,  salt,  copper,  plated  ware, 
calico  printing,  queens, earthen  and  glass  ware,, 
medical  drugs  and  several  chemical  prepara- 
tions. This  calculation  was  made  principal- 
ly from  materials  collected  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  in  1810.  Since  which  time 
there  has  been  a great  augmentation  of  our 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  w ant  of 
capital  is  no  longer  felt.  The  United  States 
abound  in  the  raw  materials  of  these  various 
manufactures,  and  as  to  the  necessaries  of 
life  no  country  can  boast  of  equal  abundance. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject  it  ihiglit  be  urg- 
ed that  the  U.  States  has  been  injured  in  theisie 
late  British  importations,  save  a benefit  aris- 
ing from  a revenue  of  live  millions  of  dollars. 
Here  a foundation  is  laid  to  destroy  our  de- 
pendence upon  Great  Britain.  When  that  is 
destroyed  we  shall  not  have  so  much  to  fear 
from  her  jealousy.  When  the  two  nations 
are  convinced  that  they  can  do  with  outreach 
other  they  will  be  better  friends,  and  our  dis- 
tance will  prevent  future  wars.  Our  expor- 
ters sell  their  cargoes  of  flour  to  the  peninsula 
of  Spain  and  purchase  a bill  of  exchange  upon 
Great  Britain.  The  importer  purchases  this 
bill  from  the  exporter,  and  ships  to  this  coun- 
try British  manufactures.  Here  is  dependence 
on  our  part.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
< she  depends  upon  the  markets  of  the  United 
States  to  sell  her  manufactures  and  get  a ;sup- 
ply  of  the  raw  material  to  supply  her  work 
; shops.  This  powerful  class  of  British  sub- 
jects, the  manufacturers  prefer  the  markets  of 
? the  United  States  to  the  markets  of  any  other 
'part  of  the  globe^and  the  reasou  is  obvious. 


In  every  conflict  therefore  between  the  two 
states  founded  on  British  aggressions  this 
country  may  calculate  perhaps  too  much  up- 
on their  markets  for  British  fabrics  as  an  in- 
ducement on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  ab- 
stain from  further  violence  ; and  Great  Bri- 
tain make  still  stronger  calculations  upon  the 
opposition  in  this  country  to  measures  of  hos- 
tility. If  the  non-importation  act  should  fail 
as  a means  of  redress,  this  view  gives  some 
consolation,  in  the  hope  that  if  this  state  of 
things  must  continue,  it  will  convince,  the  two 
powers  that  they  can  live  without  each  other. 

I - flatter  myself,  that  the  United  States  would 
only  feel  a temporary  evil,  if  from  any  neces- 
sity it  was  cut  off  from  an  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  never  to  be  resumed — our  re- 
sources are  great,  our  wants  can  he  supplied. 

I come  lastly  to  consider  the  facts  and  the  tes- 
timony in  this  case,  and  although  I shall  be 
bound  to  consider  the  statement  of  the  mer- 
chants as  interested  parties  and  the  examina- 
tion will  prove  it,  still  I shall  say  nothing  to 
derogate  the  high  character,  the  great  respec- 
tability and  the  extensive  information  of  those 
committees  of  merchants  who  have  appeared 
before  the  committee  ofways  and  means.  The 
testimony  reported  has  only  made  out  one 
side  of  th$  question.  It  would  astonish  those 
who  are  unacquainted  with  judicial  proceed- 
ings, particularly  in  chancery,  where  indivi- 
duals of  the  first  and  equal  respectability  con- 
tend for  their  rights,  and  each  party  though 
equally  zealous  in  his  own  behalf  make  out 
very  different  and  opposite  cases.  Here  the 
judge  leaves  the  statement  of  the  parties  and 
resorts  to  other  testimony,  either  verbal  or 
written.  Indeed,  some  times  the  parties  make 
statements  contrary  to  the  records  of  the 
courts  which  is  the  highest  species  of  evi- 
dence. 

A chancellor  who  had  never  adorned  the 
bench  of  equity,  would  be  still  more  astonish- 
ed in  cases  brought  for  his  adjudication.  He 
would  take  up  the  bill  of  the  complainant  and 
read  it — he  would  look  at  the  party  making 
the  statement — he  would  acknowledge  his  re* 
spectability,  his  high  standing, his  unsuspected 
veracity — and  without  further  investigation 
he  would  suppose  no  doubt  could  exist  as  to 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  would  feel  a dis- 
position forthwith  to  enter  a decree  against  the 
defendant.  But  when  his  duty  compelled  him 
to  travel  over  the  statement  of  the  defen- 
dant, equally  respectable,  equally  creditable, 
equally  honorable,  he  would  immediately 
discover  that  he  had  only  viewed  one  side  of 
the  question.  His  mind  would  immediately 
be  balanced,  and  he  would  call  for  other  tes- 
timony to  make  out  the  case — and  what  is 
still  more  wonderful,  neither  party  in  their 
statement  would  so  contradict  each  other  as 
to  injure  the  reputation  of  the  other.  So 
poweHwHs  self-interest — so  blind  to  the  rights 


mind  seems  to  possess  magical 
powers  to  deceive  itself  without  being  consci- 
ous of  it.  With  these  remarks,  I turn  to  the 
report.  19th,  page,  where  the  committee  of 
merchants  state  that  the  average  of  the  im- 
post duties,  as  calculated  at  the  custom-house, 
amount  to  33  1-3  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of 
goods — on  crockeryand  glass-ware, hard-ware, 
plated-ware,  silks,  millinery,  &lc.  50  per  cent. 
Here  we  have  the  record  as  a guide  as  to  duties 
— and  it  was  my  duty  to  descend  to  that  record 
and  consult,  its  pages. 

The  duties  are  divided  in  denomination  into 
specific  and  ad  valorem  duties.  Few  articles 
pay  specific  duties — the  great  fund  of  revenue 
arises  from  ad  valorem  duties  These  duties 
may  be  classed  according  to  these  rates.  Pre- 
vious to  a declaration  of  war,  the  peace  duties 
were  1st.  12  1-2,  15,  and 20  percent. ; to  these 
were  added  2 1-2  percent,  the  Mediteranean 
fund.  Doubled  since  war  they  stand,  1st.  class. 
25  per  cent ; add  Mediterranean  duty,  2 1-2, 
27  1-2.  2d  class.  30  per  cent.  ; add  the  Medi- 
terranean duty,  2 1-2,  32  1-2.  3d  class,  40  per 
cent ; add  the  Mediterranean  duty,  2 1-2,  42 
1-2. 

The  rates  of  ad  valorem  duties  are  fixed  by 
law.  The  calculation  is  made  by  adding  20 
per  cent,  upon  the  prime  cost  of  all  goods  im- 
ported from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  be- 
yond. 10  per  cent,  upon  the  actual  cost  from 
any  other  place,  including  all  charges  which 
precede  the  shipment,  commissions,  outside 
packages,  and  insurance  excepted.  Theprim© 
cost,  we  will  take  the  round  sum  of  i?100 
and  make  the  calculated  export,  du- 
ties from  Great  Britain  and  inland 
charges,  (to  be  added  to  prime  cost.)  6 
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To  this  sum  add  10  per  cent.  10  12 

The  amount  upon  which  duty  116  12 
is  calculated  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
prime  cost. 

This  calculation  is  not  an  arbitrary  one.  It 
is  consistent  with  the  law  and  the  practice  of 
the  treasury ; only  in  most  cases  the  treasury 
does  not  add  as  much  as  6 per  cent,  to  the 
prime  cost,  as  I have  done  in  this  case.  In- 
deedlhavenow  two  original  invoices  andabill 
of  lading,  to  prove  that  the  ordinary  charges 
which  are  added  to  the  prime  cost,  and  upon 
which  the  duty  is  calculated,  does  not  amount 
to  6 per  cent.  Upon  every  lOO^e  prime  cost 
therefore,  the  charges  and  the  10  per  cent,  will 
make  it  116^. 

1st.  The  duty  of  27  12  per  cent,  on  116<£ 
would  be  32  per  cent,  on  lOOaf. 

2d.  The  duty  of  32  1-2  per  cent,  on  116<£ 
would  be  38  per  cent,  on  100a£. 

3d.  The  duty  of  42  1-2  per  cent,  on  llGof. 
would  be  49  1-2  per  cent,  on  100<£. 

It  is  necessary  to  examine  and  find  out  the 
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and  the  addition  of  6£.  to  each  100 £.  accord-;  articles  enumerated  by  the  committee  of  New 
jn<r  to  the  calculation  at  the  custom-house;!  York,  as  paying  50  per  cent,  upon  the  prime 
or^in  other  words,  the  articles  paying  upon  thej  cost,  pay  only  3b  and  32,  except  hollow 
prime  cost  32  per  cent.  38  per  cent,  and  49  1 -2 j glass-ware,  and  the  average  duty  as  calculated 
per  cent.  Hollow  glass  ware,  carriages,  q,ndj  at  the  custom  house  upon  annual  importations 
parts  of  carriages,  alone  pay  49  1-2  per  cent.;  does  not  amount  to  33  1-3  per  cent.  So  much 
Hard  ware  millinery,  leather,  and  manufac-i  for  the  lirst  fact,  which  is  proven  variant  from 
tures  of  leather,  china,  crockery,  &c.  pay  38  the  understanding  of  the  New  York  commit 
per  cent.  All  other  goods,  principally  wool, 
silk,  cotton,  flax,  hemp,  &c.  pay  only  32  per 
cent.  Although  the  bulk  of  these  articles  pay- 
ing the  last  estimated  rate  of  duties,  are  enu- 
merated by  the  committee  of  merchants  from 
New  York  as  paying  50  per  cent,  making  an 
average  difference  of  about  17  percent  which 


tee  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  custom-house 
calculations,  and  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion. We  will  now  pass  too  another  allega- 
gation  in  the  reported  statement.  It  seems 
as  if  o^e  of  the  New-York  committee  stated 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  late  importa- 
tions of  British  manufactures  were  purchased. 


taken 'from  the  gross  amount  of  the  charges  in  the  fall  of  1810,  and  previous  to  2d  of  Fe- 
which  they  stated  amounted  to  60  per  cent,  and  bruary  1811,  the  period  when  the  non-impor- 
Up wards,  will  give  them  a profit  of  1 7 per  cent . | tation  commenced  its  operation.  This  state- 
more  than  was  calculated.  But  I proceed|ment  was  not  made  upon  positive  facts.  It 
with  my  calculation  to  find  out  the  average  of!  was  a belief,  an  opinion  expressed,  and  as  will 
tlie  duty  upon  importations  to  the  United  j appear  unnecessarily  and  too  strongly  expres- 
States.  This  can  be  done  only t)y  resorting  to jsed.  These  were  the  cases  most  entitled  to 
the  annual  report  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  consideration — and  the  want  of  evidence  todis- 
treasury,  which  will  give  the  amount  of  arti-|criminate,is  a reason  additional  why  we  should 


cles  paying  the  three  rates  of  advalorum  duty. 
But  little  time  has  been  given,  and  I have  com- 
menced with  the  year  1804  up  to  the  year  1810, 
both  years  inclusive. 


Impor- 

tations. 

1st.  gTadeot 
duty  paying 
- 32. 

2d.  grade  of 
dutypaying 
38. 

4 

3d.  do.  ! 
49  1-2 

Im.1804 

30,214 ,367 

2,640,925 

425,  86 

1805 

33,506,584 

7,248,629 

405,470 

1806 

35,844,  48  ' 

8,372,527 

500,  03 

1807 

36,264,874 

9,484,682 

526,  2 

1808 

7,783,  25  ! 

2,622,478 

76,646 

1809 

9,458,378 

4,783,  6 

333,712 

1810  1 

7,724,  20 

7,703,290 

562,  5 

Years  7-  | 

| 282913,  96 

j 47,856,647 

2,799,481 

Million 
213  paying  32 
48  paying  38  i 

3 paying  49  1-2 

264 

The  result  of  7 years  gives  us  264  millions, 
Worth  of  importations,  by  adding  a fraction  of 
a million  in  each  case  for  sake  of  round  num- 
bers. 

Of  that  vast  amount  of  2,64  millions  three 
millions  has  paid  49  1-2  per  cent,  duty;  4S  mil- 
lions has  J>aid  38  percent,  and  113  millions 
has  paid  the  lowest  per  cent,  upon  the  prime 
cost,  32  per  cent.  To  get  hold  of  the  average 
duty  we  must  not  take  the  duties  alone,  add 
them  together  and  then  divide  by  three;  we 
must  also  take  into  the  calculation  the  amount 
of  articles  paying  the  different  rates  of  duty. 
The  experiment  has  been  made  of  the  two  last 
years,  and  of  the  three  last  years.  The  ave- 
Sur.  Vol,  V. 


refer  this  subject  to  some  tribunal  for  ex- 
amination, and  you  must  give  it  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  or  you  must  create  a new 
tribunal.  The  statement  under  consideration 
does  not  admit  of  arithmetical  demonstration. 
We  must  resort  to- circumstantial  and  such, 
positive  evidence  as  we  have  on  this  point,  and 
although  it  may  not  be  sufficient  to  say  what 
amount  of  goods  lately  imported  were  pur- 
chased and  on  American  account  and  risque 
prior  to  the  2d  of  February  1811,  there  is  vio- 
lent presumptive  evidence  to  overthrow  the 
opinion  of  the  member  of  the  New-York  com- 
mittee, that  the  greater  part  was  so  purchased. 
The  late  importations  admit  of  classifica- 
tion as  to  the  time  of  purchase,  as  to  the  time 
of  shipment,  and  as  to  the  ownership  of  the 
property.  As  to  the  time  of  purchase.  That 
which  was  purchased  previous  to  2d  Feb, 

1811,  that  which  was  purchased  after  2d  Fe  - 
bruary, and  previous  to  the  revocation  of  the 
British  orders  in  council  of  23d  of  June* 

1812,  and  purchases  made  after  a revocation 
ofthe  British  orders  in  council.  As  to  ship- 
ments, vessels  which  left  British  ports  for  the 
United  States  before  a knowledge  of  the  de- 
claration of  war,  and  vessels  which  sailed  after* 
that  knowledge.  As  to  the  ownership,  first 
that  which  was  purchased  cither  on  credit 
or  with  prompt  payment  b}'  American  citi- 
zens, and  shipped  on  American  account.  2d. 
Goods  shipped  by  British  merchants  to  order 
and  on  British  risque  and  British  account, 
until  delivered  to  the  American  merchant  in 
this  country.  I have  already  produced  pa- 
pers shewing  such  a case,  where  the  invoices, 
the  bill  of  lading,  and  the  mercantile  lettec 
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enclosed  to  a friend,  who  was  directed  to  de* 
liver  over  the  goods  to  a third  person,  upon 
the  contingency  of  his  being  in  solvent  cir- 
cumstances. 3d.  British  property.  There  is 
no  evidence  to  determine  precisely  the  quan- 
tity of  goods  purchased  at  those  different  pe- 
riods— but  there  are  circumstances  to  esta- 


of  this  subject.  The  next  fact  I shall  take  u£ 
relates  to  the  rate  of  protit,  and  here  again 
vve  must  have  recourse  to  the  best  evidence 
in  our  power,  and  not  the  best  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit  The  petitioners  admit 
that  they  will  make  a handsome  protit  if  their 
bonds  should  not  be  forfeited.  If  they  should 


blish  the  fact,  that  a very  small  portion  in-  escape  by  a total  remission  of  the  forfeitures 
deed  was  purchased  prior  to  the  2d  of  Feb.  j incurred,  this  handsome  profit  they  allege 
jyip  will  be  from  live  to  ten  per  cent,  above  the 

From  an  examination  of  custom  house  re-  ordinary  profit  and  not  including  the  discount 
turns  it  will  appear  that  from  ten  to  fifteen  in  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  United 
million  of  dollars  worth  of  British  merchan- ' States  and  Great  Britain.  It  is  alleged  that 


dize  was  shipped  into  the  United  States  pre- 
vious to  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  and  which 
was  admitted  to  entry  and  exempted  from 
forfeiture  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  March,  1811,  which  was  intended 
to©  mb  race  those  very  cases.  Independent  of 
this,  it  was  well  known  that  application  would 
he  made  to  congress  for  such  a relaxation  of 
the  non-importation  act. 

There  were  other  weighty  inducements  to 


the  merchant  to  get  home  his  property. 


He 


had  paid  the  usual  prices.  The  non-importa 
tion  was  to  commence  its  operation  on  the  2d 
February,  1811 ; there  was  no  prospect  of  a 
speedy  termination  of  our  differences  with  G. 
Britain ; the  exhausted  markets  of  the  United 
States  offered  a certain  pledge  of  profit.  Un 
der  these'  circumstances  is  it  likely  that  ten 
million  of  dollars  worth  of  the  late  importa 
tions  were  purchased,  paid  for,  put  into  ware 
houses,  and  there  remained  until  23d  June 
1812?  Theenterprizing  and  bold  character 
of  the  merchant  forbids  such  a supposition 
Their  conduct  in  general,  I do  not  speak  in 
particular,  has  not  been  timid,  more  especially 
when  they  have  only  come  into  contract  with 
the  commercial  restrictions  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  not  the  only  circumstance. 
W e have  it  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell,, that  the  revocation  of  the  British  orders 
in  council  was  not  an  act  of  justice  towards 
the  United  States,  but  as  a relief  to  her  nu- 
merous suffering  and  ruined  manufacturers, 
who  had  stated  that  they  had  conditional  or- 
ders from  American  merchants  for  vast  quan 
tities  of  goods  as  soon  as  the  orders  in  council 
were  revoked.  Mr.  Rqssell  also  states,  that 
after  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council, 
the  agents  of  American  merchants  were  ex- 
tremely active  in  making  investments  in  Bri- 
tish manufactures.  It  is  a fact  acknowledged 
that  the  state  of  exchange  was  affected  by  it. 
It  fell  from  upwards  of  20  to  14  or  15  per 
cent,  and  that  there  was  also  a rise  in  the 
price  of  manufactures.  Mr.  Russell  con- 
cludes with  stating  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  late  importations 
was  purchased  prior  to  February  2d,  1811. 
I have  examined  this  fact,  not  as  a judge  or 
as  an  advocate,  b at  with  a view  to  convince 


the  rate  of  exchange  ought  not  to  be  calcu- 
lated as  an  extra  profit,  because  within  ten 
years  it  will  balance  itself.  It  is  true  that  in 
ordinary  times,  the  exchange  will  sometimes 
be  above  par,  and  sometimes  below  par,  so  as 
not  to  make  a material  profit  or  loss  within 
ten  or  any  given  number  of  years.  But  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1811,  for  20  years  the  dis- 
count has  never  been  greater  than  ten  per 
cent.-— during  the  year  1811  it  was  20  per 
cent,  and  upwards.  The  petitioners  say  from 
10  to  23.  Taking  all  the  information  I have 
read  on  this  subject,  the  discount  in  some 
cases  has  been  28  per  cent.  If  the  petitioners 
will  not  call  this  discount  a profit,  I cannot 
help  it,  nor  is  it  less  true  that  the  discount 
puts  into  their  pockets  so  much  money.  I am 
not  compelled  to  disbelieve  my  own  senses  ; 
and  if  I see  a bill  of  exchange  purchased  at  a 
discount  of  20. per  cent,  which  is  equal  in  va- 
lue to  it$  nominal  amount,  in  vain  may  the 
purchaser  say  he  makes  no  calculation  of 
profit  from  such  a speculation.  He  makes 
his  20  per  cent,  discount.  The  same  advan- 
tage accrues  to  the  exporter  of  produce  to  the 
Peninsula.  The  bills  on  England  are  invest- 
ed in  British  manufactures  to  prevent  a loss 
of  20  per  cent.  I have  had  reference  to  the 
reports  annually  made  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  ascertain  the  fluctua- 
tions of  exchange. 

A recurrence  to  this  annual  report,  where 
the  government  has  made  great  annual  pur  - 
chases of  bills  on  England  with  a view  of  pay- 
ing the  public  debt  in  Europe,  confirms  the 
fact  stated  by  the  petitioners,  that  exchange 
was  never  known  before  to  be  more  than  10 
per  cent,  discount,  and  that  within  ten  years 
the  balance  is  equal  in  ordinary  times. 

In  1804  exchange  was  from  par  to  2 1-2  per  cent. 

advance,  average  1 1-2 

1805  exchange  was  from  par  to  4 per  cent. 

discount,  do.  2 

1806  at  par 

1807  from  1 per  cent,  to  3 discount  2 

1808  from  3 to  6 1-2  advance  4 3-4 

1809  from  1 to  4 advance  2 1-4 

1810  from  2 to  5 discount  3 1-2 

'The  opportunity  of  the  seven  years  enu- 
merated, has  alone  been  afforded  for  the 
want  of  time,  which  leaves  a balance  of  1 1-3 


the  committee  ®f  the  necessity  of  a reference  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  advance. 
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In  1811  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  average  20 
from  the  best  information,  leaving  on  the  side 
of  discount  18  1-2  per  cent.  In  1812  from  10 
to  20,  average  15  per  cent,  add  to  18  1-2 
makes  33  1-2  per  cent,  add  to  this  the  depres- 
sion of  British  manufactures  from  5 to  10  per 
cent,  on  an  average  since  2d  February,  18  i 1. 

I have  made  these  remarks  and  calculations, 
because  the  subject  of  profit  was  involved, 
not  to  make  out  a case  against  the  merchants, 
but  with  a view  of  shewing  the  necessity  of 
referring  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury where  ample  justice  will  be  done  them. 
If  I am  permitted  to  wander  from  the  record, 
and  I do  not  feel  mvself  confined  to  any  par- 
ticular source  of  information,  I would  give  a 
calculation  which  would  establish  the  extra 
profit  of  the  importer  at  20  per  cent,  above 
the  usual  profit.  1 would  take  the  sales  in 
Baltimore,  for  100/.  sterling,  in  ordinary 
times  say  240/.  currency,  this  year  300/ — the 
difference  will  be  60,  converted  into  sterling 
it  is  36/.  sterling  on  the  iOOZ.  deduct  the  dou- 
ble duty  16/.  leaves  20/.  per  cent,  above  ordi- 
nary profit.  I will  not  venture  to  say  what 
extra  profit  has  been  and  will  be  made  ; it  is 
not  necessary  to  hazard  the  amount,  I have 
established  the  point  of  a very  considerable 
extra  profit.  The  importers  will  not  agree 
that  they  have  made  a great  extra  profit,  they 
do  not  however  deny  the  fact  that  the  people 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  the  enormous 
high  prices  complained  of.  They  say  the 
jobbers,  in  other  words  the  speculators  and 
the  retail  merchants,  have  made  these  profits, 
but  principally  the  jobbers.  There  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  testimony  of 
retailers  as  to  enormous  prices  paid  to  im 
porters,  and  I presume  the  jobbers  would  not 
agree  that  they  alone  had  imposed  upon  the 
people. 


tained  against  the  declaration  of  war,  if  it  was 
supposed  they  would  be  read  in  this  body  to 
govern  their  decision.  It  has  given  me  no 
pleasure  to  have  been  compel'ed  to  present 
this  subject  as  duty  lias  required  me.  The 
situation  in  which  lam  placed  is  an  invidious 
one,  but  called  upon  by  dut}T  and  obeying  that 
solemn  call  upon  a subject  of  so  much  mag- 
nitude, while  I derive  consolation  in  not  hav- 
ing wantonly  injured  the  feelings  of  the  pai% 
ties  concerned,  or  those  who  differ  from  me 
in  sentiment,  I feel  indifferent  as  to  the  opi- 
nion others  may  entertain  of  this  policy,  nor 
do  I court  the  good  opinion  of  any  man  far- 
ther than  it  may  be  bottomed  upon  conscien- 
tious principles  and  correctness  of  conduct. 
Were  I to  have  consulted  my  own  feelings 
I might  have  remained  .silent  It  may  be 
thought  by  somethatno  part  of  the  merchants 
bonds  should  be  exacted,  that  this  great  com- 
munity should  give  up  what  is  really  due  to 
them  to  those  who  have  violated  the  law. 
The  body  politic,  this  great  personage,  has  no 
identity  but  in  its  operation.  It  is  not  tangi- 
ble, has  no  form  to  present  itself  to  your  view, 
to  address  your  passions,  to  cloud  your  judg  - 
ment, to  weave  itself  into  your  tender  mer- 
cies. But  it  is  not  less  tny  duty  as  a repre*- 
sentative  of  this  great  community  not  to  a 
bandon  what  I consider  its  most  essential 
rights.  I have  nothing  to  disguise  on  this 
subject. — this  community  which  has  been 
taxed  by  these  importers  of  British  merchan- 
dize is  involved  in  difficulty,  in  a war  which 
must  continue  until  the  present  ministry  of 
England  shall  lose  their  power-,  or  until  the 
republican  party  in  the  United  States  shall  be 
turned  out  of  their  places.  While  this  is  the 
case,  I am  unwilling  to  fix  upon  them  internal 
taxation  until  it  becomes  indispensible,  or  to 
permit  any  portion  of  themselves  to  monopo- 


A variety  of  letters  have  been  received  by  lize  advantages  without  an  equivalent.  If  the 
members  and  read  as  evidence  and  expfcrte  trading  part  of  the  community  would  not  be 


affidavits,  making  out  a better  case  for  the 
merchants  than  they  made  for  themselves 
To  read  these  letters  and  affidavits  we  might1 
conclude  that  so  far  from  any  profit  being 
derived  from  the  late  importations  that  it  had 
been  really  a losing  business.  I have  seen  se- 
veral letters  on  the  other  side  of  the  question ; 
I could  procure  one  from  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  now  on  my  right,  another  from 
a gentlemen  from  Maryland,  and  1 have  in 
my  hand  one  from  the  collector  of  Norfolk, 
all  of  which  letters  go  to  prove  the  great  and 
exhorbitant  *prices  of  goods  obtained  by  im- 
porters sufficient  to  cover  their  bonds.  [Here 
the  collector’s  letter  was  read  ] But,  sir,  I 
have  not  sought  testimony  to  make  out  a case 
as  if  judgment  was  to  be  pronounced,  or  vol- 
lumes  might  have  been  procured.  What  4 
have  obtained  has  been  a voluntary  offering 
from  respectable  sources.  As  to  letters  in  fa 


satisfied  with  the  measures  of  the  government, 

I would  withdraw  their  capital  from  a dis- 
graceful traffic  with  a foreign  power  at  war 
with  their  country;  the  war  would  be  of  short 
duration,  and  the  people  would  pay  any  taxes 
you  would  fix  upon  them  without  a murmur. 
But  when  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
part  of  our  community  have  taken  up  the 
sword  for  commerce,  and  those  immediately 
engaged  in  commerce  opposing  the  war,  they 
will  not  be  willing  to  be  taxed  by  that  class 
of  this  people  and  then  taxed  to  carry  on  the 
war.  In  speaking  of  the  opposition  to  the 
war,  I do  not  intend  to  include  many  illustri- 
ous exceptions  in  the  mercantile  class  of  the 
community;  but  they  will  acknowledge  that 
such  is  the  fact  generally — no  matter  what 
the  cause,  such  is  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
the  country  ; nor  will  one  of  them  deny,  that 
if  we  were  now  obliged  to  give  up  the  conflict 


vor  of  the  merchants,  as  many  might  be  ©b- with  Great  Britain,  our  humiliation  would  be 
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complete,  and  our  independence  at  the  mer-  unfriendly  to  commerce,  then  am  I shielded, 
cy  of  the  British  monarchy.  Such  has  been \ But  determined  to  discharge  my  duty  at  eveiv 
the  advances  of  the  president  towards  a ter-' hazard,  I am  not  anxious  where  I shall  be  asr 
inination  of  the  war,  that  if  the  federalists! signed  by  those  who  call  themselves  the  ex- 
were  in  power  to-morrow,  they  would  notj elusive  friends  of  commerce. 

<dare  to  give  up  the  principle  of  impressment j 

to  Great  Britain,  unless  they  thought  the*.  * i'iday,  December  4,  1812.— The  house  hav- 
people  were  ripe  for  monarchy.  I have  not|lnS  resumed  the  order  of  the  day,  it  being 
said  this  because  I think  cases'  of  individual j.e  consideration  oi  the  report  of  the  com  - 
justice  or  liberality  should  go  by  favor  and  mi^ee  ways  ar*d  means  on  the  petitions  ol 
according  to  political  tenets:  no,  sir,  I havejsunc*ry  merchants,  praying  a remission  of 
given  testimony  in  this  body,  that  party  con- p,OI^s  giyen  for  certain  goods  imported  from 
siderations  do  not  govern  me  in  cases  of  indi-j^reat  Britain — 

vidual  justice  nor  in  cases  of  liberality.  I Mr>  Cheves  rose.  He  said  he  never  rose 
adduce  itfor  the  purpose  of  saying,  the  peti-  to  address  the  house  with  so  much  embar- 
tioners  are  not  entitled  to  a total  remission  rassment  as  at  this  time.  I feel  anxious,  said 
of  the  bonds,  nor  are  they  especially  enti-:he,  on  the  subject  now  before  you : for  the  in- 
tied  to  tne  mercy  of  this  government.-  terests  of  those  who  present  themselves  as 
Notwithstanding  this,  I am  as  unwilling  petitioners  at  your  bar ; for  the  principles  of 
to  rum  the  merchants  as  I am  to  abandon  free  government  which  I considered  involved 
totally  tne  just  rights  of  this  community. 

— I am  induced  to  vote  for  this  reference, 
because  the  secretary  has  said  that  he 
will  not  exact  the  whole  of  the  bonds,  nor  will 
he  remit  them  without  condition.  He  will 
remit  one  half  ; before  the  other  is  remitted, 
he  will  demand  an  equivalent  for  the  extra 


mthe  question  to  be  decided  ; for  the  fate  of 
that  party  connection  with  which  I am  asso- 
ciated: and  for  the  honor  of  government 
which  I would  preserve  inviolate.  I believe 
sir,  that  no  question  has  ever  been  presented 
to  our  consideration  more  extraordinary  in 
_ . . , its  nature  and  more  important  in  its  conse- 

.profits  which  the  importers  have  made.  Whyj  quences.  It  has  none  of  those  markedchavacter- 
demandit?  Because  it  is  due  to  the  non-im-ljstics  which  have  heretofore  distinguished  le- 
portation  aet.  Because  the  petitioners  havejg.islatioa;  |t  is  at  once  legislation  and  avoid- 

express 

„ m effect 

. delegating  legislative  power  to  decide  on  a 

Who  is  ready  to  question  involving  property  to  the  amount  of 
not  less  than  forty  millions,  as  I understand, 
said  he,  it  will  be  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  act 
of  legislation:  it  is  an  experiment,  new  and 
before  unheard  of.  It  is  an  experiment  on 
free  government — on  the  forbearance  and  at- 
tachment of  a large  class  of  the  people.  It  is 
a question  of  legislation  and  yet  it  is  only  a 
reference  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says,  with  his 
usual  fairness  and  candor,  it  is  to  allow  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exercise  functions 
on  this  important  case,  which  he  admits  were 
invested  in  him  for  minor  purposes.  But  is 
this  power  to  be  exercised  by  the  secretary 
according  to  his  own  judgment1?  No,  sir, 
the  gentleman  tells  you  without  disguise,  he 
has  secured  his  opinion : he  knows  the  course 
he  will  pursue,  and  is  therefore  in  favor  of 
a reference  of  the  subject  to  him.  It  is  then 
an  act  of  legislation  we  are  called  on  to  perr 
form,  and  .yet  does  not  present  to  the  country 
the  grounds  on  which  we  act.  Is  it  not  anew 
and  extraordinary  proposition,  tp  delegate  to 
an  individual  a great  portion  of  legislative 


right  of  the  community  ? 
tax  them  doubly,  not  account  of  the  war,  but 
because  we  did  not  keep  from  them  that  mo 
ney  which  was  their  due  ? I know,  sir,  upon 
questions  of  this  kind  we  are  called  the  friends 
and  the  enemies  of  commerce  ; and  I have  no 
doubt  I am  one  of  the  latter  denomination 
in  the  opinion  of  some.  If,  sir,  to  contend  for 
the  rights  of  the  community  even  against 
great  importing  merchants  is  anti-commercial, 
I am  that  man.  If,  sir,  to  refuse  id  give  up 
the  non-importation  act,  and  even  to  refuse  to 
let  merchants  violate  existing  laws  with  im- 
punity be  anti-commercial,  I am  that  man.  If 
refusing  to  favor  the  merchants  at  the  expence 
of  the  agricultural,  and  manufacturing,  and  la- 
boring portion  of  the  community  be  inimicalto 
(Commerce,  I am  the  man.  But,  sir,  if  a willing- 
ness to  expend  the  last  cent  of  our  treasure  and 
the  last  drop  of  our  blood  for  the  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  States,  will  entitle  me  to  be  styled 
the  friend  of  commerce,  then  am  I entitled  to 
this  honorable  appellation.  If  a determina- 
tion never  to  give  up  the  war  rather  than 
permit  our  seamen  to  be  impressed  and  made 
slaves  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  enti- 


commerce,  then  I am  among  the  favored  few, 


les  any  man  to  be  considered  the  friend  of  power— to  put  into  his  hands  the  fate  of  a 


great  portion  of  the  capital  of  our  merchants? 


if,  in  fine,  an  anxious  desire  to  place  farmers,  j j {as  gQ^  an  act  of  legislation  ever  before 
mechanics  and  manufacturers  on  an  equality,!  characterised  a free  government?  I tuemble 
Will  shield  any  man  from  the  odium  of  being !for  the  consequences  which  will  follow  its 
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.adoption.  It  will  shake  the  party  with  which 
} am  connected,  from  either  extreme  of  the 
continent  to  its  centre  J.t  will  alienate  a part 
of  them;  it  will,  shew  that  a policy  exists  ad 
verse  to  their  interests,  which  lirst  made  its 
appearance  in  exclusive  double  duties,  now  in 
an  exaction  of  a part  of  the  proceeds  of  hono- 
rable enterprize,  and  I fear  will  be  followed 
by  other  acts  of  a similar  kind.  Sir,  I repeat, 
I tremble  for  the  consequences.  Gentlemen 
must  pardon  me  when  I say  we  are  prone  to 
acts  which  “make  the  angels  weep.”  How 
otherwise  can  we  account  for  the  course  of 
policy  which  now  prevails.  Is  it  possible,  sir, 
that  I,  who  represent  persons  deeply  interest- 
ed in  the  commerce  of  this  country,  can  con- 
sent to  unite  in  a decision  of  this  nature?  I 
wish  to  expostulate  with  gentlemen — to  throw 
myself  into  their  confidence — to  induce  them 
to  believe  I am  in  earnest.  I am,  sir.  If  I 
.hope  for  honor  or  reputation  in  public  life,  I 
must  acquire  it  with  those  who  compose  the 
majority  in  this  house.  Rise  with  them  I may; 
fall  with  them  I must.  I am  privileged  then 
to  expostulate  with  them,  and  to  say  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  acts  ever 
presented  to  a legislative  body  for  its  sanction. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  law  in  relation  to 
the  subject  before  us?  It  is  alleged  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  full  power  over 
the  subject,  and  that  the  legislature  has  not, 
and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  his 
consideration.  It  is  admitted  that  our  powers 
extend  to  one  moiety  of  the  penalty;  but  it  is 
suggested  as  doubtful  whether  they  extend  to 
the  other.  But,  sir,  I have  no  doubt  on  the 
subject.  I have  examined  it;  and  from  the 
little  knowledge  I possess  of  the  rules  of  con- 
struction, I say  there  is  a power  in  the  legis- 
lature to  remit  the  whole.  I submit  to  those 
learned  in  the  law  if  this  be  not  the  true  con- 
struction. It  is  distinguished  from  those  cases 
in  which  it  is  said  the  king  has  not  the  power 
to  remit.  It  is  to  be  recovered  for  the  United 
States  in  the  names  of  their  officers,  and  it  is 
only  in  the  event  of  absolute  recovery  that  the 
property  becomes  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act.  What  doubt  can  there  be  on  the  sub- 
ject? If  then  we  possess  the  power  to  remit, 
as  I believe  we  do,  why  shall  we  transfer  it? 
But,  if  the  power  be  not  complete,  what  ex- 
cuse can  be  found  for  delegating  the  portion 
of  it  which  we  do  possess?  If  it  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  remit  these  penalties,  why  put  it  in 
the  power  of  any  individual,  however  high  his 
standing,  to  pursue  a different  course?  It  is 
our  duty  not  to  commit  the  rights  of  our  con- 
stituents to  any  individual.  I admit  the  cha- 
racter of  the  officer,  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to 
delegate  this  power,  to  be  as  high  and  unex- 
ceptionable as  that  of  any  officer  in  the  go- 
vernment. But,  admitting  this,  I say  it  is  a 
prostration  of  the  rights  of  our  constituents  to 
submit  them  to  his  arbitration.  I saw  one  of 
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the  petitioners  when  the  report  was  first 
stated  to  him.  His  exclamation  was  not.  “am 
1 to  be  subjected  to  these  penalties?’7 — but, 
“am  to  supplicate  any  individual  in  the  com- 
munity for  my  just  rights?”  These  feelings 
did  him  honor,  sir;  they  are  such  as  the  ci- 
tizen should  feel;  but  they  are  all  prostrate,  all 
forgotten  in  the  proposition  before  you. 

But  it  is  said,  there  are  a variety  of  cases, 
and  it  is  impossible  the  legislature  should  de- 
cide on  them  correctly;  and  they  must  there- 
j fore  be  referred  to  this  gentleman,  tiie  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  who  has  the  means  and 
! capacity  to  decide  on  them.  1 deny  that  he 
has.  It  is  a subject  on  which  an  act  of  grace 
! ought  to  be  passed  by  the  legislature.  No  hu- 
! man  tribunal  could  do  justice  by  minute  and 
I particular  discrimination  to  all  concerned.— 
j How  is  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  more 
capable  than  this  house?  There  are  hundreds 
I of  eases.  Is  he  to  make  a separate  decision  on 
| each?  to  determine  on  the  fraudulent  and 
jand  other  cases,  and  their  relative  merits? 
Is  he,  in  making  such  decisions,  to  receive 
evidence  exparte  or  as  a court  of  justice?  In- 
cumbered  as  he  is  by  the  other  functions  of 
his  office,  he  must  at  last  do  what  you  must 
do,  if  he  attempt  to  discriminate,  adopt  gene- 
ral principles  of  discrimination — and  will  you 
declare  yourselves  less  capable  than  him  thus 
to  decide?  A discrimination,  such  as  is  con- 
templated by  the  report,  cannot  be  carried 
into  effect  but  by  the  most  humiliating  com- 
promise of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, of  right  on  the  part  of  the  citizen.  It 
must  he  a matter  of  conjecture.  It  cannot  be 
a decision  founded  on  investigation  and  the 
dictates  of  reason.  You  gain  nothing,  there- 
fore, by  the  proposed  reference.  But  it  is  still 
said,  as  the  cases  of  these  petitioners  present 
several  classes,  it  is  impossible  for  the  legis- 
lature to  discriminate.  1 say  it  is  quite  possi- 
ble, sir,  to  discriminate  as  far  as  it  is  impor- 
tant to  do  so.  It  is  possible  to  leave  all  the 
cases  to  the  decision  of  a judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country,  and  for  the  legislature  to  do  what 
the  legislature  of  a free  people  ought  to  do — 
to  grant  your  suffering  citizens  an  act  of 
grace.  It  is  in  your  power  to  take  such  a 
course  as  shall  distinguish  between  cases  of 
your  own  citizens  and  your  enemies,  and  this 
will  be  done  by  the  resolution  I shall  propose 
if  I have  an  opportunity  of  submitting  it, 
which  is  as  follows: 


“ Resolved , On  viewing  all  the  facts  which 
have  been  presented,  and  considering  them  in 
connexion  with  the  proper  policy  of  a just, 
free,  enlightened,  and  consequently  lenient 
government,  under  the  circumstances  of  his 
country  at  this  crisis,  that,  in  all  fair  cases  of 
bona  fide  American  property,  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  incurred  by  the  late  importers  ofBri- 
tishmanufacturesbcunconditionally  remitted?* 
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Do  you  wish,  sir,  that  those  citizens  who 
fairly  hold  this  property  should  be  mulcted  for 
accidental  violations  of  your  law?  No  man  de- 
sires it.  In  the  resolution,  which  I propose 
io  offer,  bona  fide  American  property  will  be 
exempted,  and  enemies  properties  shipped  as 
such,  will  be  liable  to  forfeiture  according  to 
the  law  of  the  land  and  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment; and  this  is  surely  the  course  which 
ought  to  be  pursued. 

The  difficulties,  then,  which  have  been  made 


form  of  cross  examination  is  a sufficient  ground 
for  rejecting  this  testimony?  1 ask  you,  whe- 
ther that  testimony  which  would  consign  a 
man  to  the  gallows,  deprive  him  of  life,  liberty, 
property  and  character,  in  a judicial  decision, 
shall  not  here  be  received  in  evidence?  No 
member  of  the  committee,  who  looked  at  the 
gentlemen  when  they  were  testifying  could 
have  doubted  the  general  correctness  of  the 
testimony.  The  persevering  and  ingenious 
examination  of  a member  of  that  committee 


to  cover  this  question  disappear;  the  advan-jput  them  to  the  test.  If  they  had  been  incor- 
tages  with  which  the  course  recommended:  reet  in  their  statements,  the  incorrectness 
by  the  committee  has  been  clothed  appear  not:  must  have  bean  detected.  But,  gentlemen  say, 
to  exist;  and  the  real  question  before  us  is,  | there  is  some  inconsistency  in  their  statements, 
whether  we  will  sacrifice  so  much  of  the  pro-i  Sir,  no  instance  has  ever  come  within  my  ob- 
perty  of  our  fellow-citizens  as  is  involved  inlservation,  where  a number  of  persons  were 
this  decision,  or  whether  we  will,  by  an  act  of  examined,  but  some  diversity  appeared  in  theii* 


grace  and  liberality,  discharge  them  from 
their  bonds. 

In  the  examination  of  this  question  gentle- 
men have  assailed  the  testimony  connected 
with  this  report.  They  have  said  it  is  the  testi- 
mony of  interested  persons;  that  all  interested 
persons  are  casuists  in  their  own  cases;  and 
that  the  witnesses  have  been  so  in  the  present 
case.  The  moral  honor  or  integrity  of  the 
witnesses  has  not  been  impeached.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  with  his  characteristic 
liberality,  has  spared  them  such  imputations, 
and  though  it  was  not . more  than  justice  to 
them,  I thank  him  for  it.  But  is  not  this  tes- 
timony such  as  is  always  received  by  a legis- 
lative body?  The  gentleman  with  an  air  of 
triumph  alluded  to  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  house  of  commons  in  relation  to  the  orders 
In  council.  W as  that  testimony  taken  on  oath? 
I believe  not,  sir;  it  was,  too,  the  testimony  of 
persons,  as  the  gentleman  himself  says,  who 
saw  ruin  staring  them  in  the  face,  praying  re 
lief.  This  is  not  I hope  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioners. The  legislature  if  it  take  any  thing 
from  them,  it  is  proposed  shall  only  take  the 
extra  profits!  They  therefore  speak  less  under 
the  influence  of  interest  than  persons  interest- 
ed generally  do.  No  legislative  examination 
has  heretofore  presented  itself  to  you  so  fully 
entitled  to  belief.  You  have  not  merely  the 
declarations  of  the  petitioners  but  also  the 
testimony  of  persons  not  interested,  on  oath 
and  not  on  oath.  Every  material  fact  is  con- 
firmed by  the  testimony  on  oath  of  disinterest- 
ed persons.  Y ou  have  seen  on  your  tables 
statements  on  oath  of  disinterested  persons 
confirming  in  every  particular  the  statement 
of  the  committee  from  New-Y ork;  others  have 
been  read  to  you  by  your  clerk.  You  have 
seen  from  Baltimore  and  from  Boston  state- 
ments of  disinterested  persons,  affidavits  and 
letters  which  carry  on  their  face  the  evidence 
of  indubitable  truth,  all  confirming  the  state- 
ments of  the  committees.  I ask  you,  sir, 


statements.  It  is  not  given  to  human  nature 
to  be  perfect.  Let  gentlemen  examine  the  tes- 
timony and  they  will  find  no  material  variance. 
They  may  find,  or  suppose  they  find,  in  some 
unimportant  particular  a difference  in  the 
statements  of  one  qnd  a half  per  cent. — they 
may  find  some  enumeration  of  particulars 
which  are  not  properly  applicable  to  the  cases 
before  us,  which  is  erroneous.  But  take  the 
whole  mass  of  testimony  together,  and  I pledge 
myself  it  is  substantially  without  contradiction. 
Let  those  who  doubt  on  this  subject  examine 
for  themselves,  and  I have  no  doubt  of  their 
entire  satisfaction  at  the  result. 

I say  then,  sir,  that  the  mass  of  the  testimo- 
ny proves  that  the  great  hulk  of  these  goods 
belonged  to  bona  fide  American  citizens,  and 
were  ordered  or  purchased  long  before  the  re- 
vocation of  the  orders  in  council;  that  they 
were  also  either  paid  for  before  that  time,  or 
with  money  deposited  in  England  before  the 
revocation,  and  were  shipped  in  pursuance  of 
orders  to  ship  when  it  should  be  legal  to  do  so, 
or  were  shipped  by  persons  on  the  spot  who 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  legality  ef  such 
shipments.  It  has  been  proved,  also,  that  the 
average  sales  were  not  more  than  75  percent, 
in  advance  of  the  prime  cost.  Let  the  mem- 
bers of  this  house  examine  the  facts.  I pledge 
myself  for  the  substantial  accuracy  of  that 
statement,  that  the  average  advance  on  these 
importations  has  not  exceeded  75  per  cent. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  charges  and  duty 
frequently  amount  to  from  60  to  65  per  cent, 
and  excluding  some  charges  which  are  not  in- 
variably incurred,  are  from  50  to  55  per  cent, 
giving  a profit,  excluding  charges  not  invaria- 
bly incurred,  of  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  and 
leaving  a profit,  over  peace  times,  of  from  5 
to  10  percent.  Gentlemen  may  find  particular 
instances  of  greater  profit,  but  they  are  coun- 
terpoised by  sales  at  cost  charges,  and  the  re- 
sult I do  aver  to  be  as  I have  stated.  And  if 
this  be  the  case,  I contend  that  so  many  of  the 
what  legislative  testimony  can  be  stronger  petitioners  as  are  A merican  citizens  and  bona 
than  this?  I a§k  if  the  mere  absence  of  the  fide  proprietors  <?f  the  goods  are  men  entitled 
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to  the  humane  interposition  of  the  legislature, 
and  that  it  will  be  worthy  of  this  house  to  in- 
terpose in  their  behalf. 

1 will  not  further  discuss  the  question  of 
proof,  except  merely  to  advert  to  one  or  two 
particulars  respecting  which  someobservations 
fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  yes- 
terday. He  said  it  was  impossible  for  gentle- 
men unacquainted  with  mercantile  concerns 
to  detect  the  errors  or  casuistry  of  gentlemen 
who  were;  but,  that  if  he  could  discover  one 
error,  it  was  fair  to  infer  there  were  others. 
If,  sir,  one  material  error  in  these  statements 
could  be  discovered,  it  would  be  sufficient  in- 
deed to  excite  the  suspicions  of  the  house,  but 
not  to  condemn  the  statements  which  havebeen 
made,  because  all  general  statements  must  con- 
tain some  inaccuracies.  The  gentleman’s  rule 
therefore  will  not  hold.  But  if  on  the  face  of 
the  testimony  in  which  the  gentleman  thinks 
he  discovers  errors,  there  is  a refutation  of 
his  supposed  discoveries;  what  shall  we  say? 
or  if  it  will  be  found  that  the  gentleman  is  as 
much  wrong  in  one  statement  as  he  supposes 
they  are  in  another,  will  not  the  6ne  error 
counterpoise  the  other  and  cancel  the  subjec- 
tion derived  from  it,  even  if  proved?  I think  it 
will. 

The  committee  state  the  average  of  the  low- 
est duties  at  33  1-3,  the  highest  duties  at  50 
per  cent.  Now,  sir,  I state  that  the  several 
classes  of  permanent  peace  duties  ad  valorem 
are  12  1-2,  15  and  20  per  cent.  A duty  impo- 
sed as  a war  duty  by  an  act*  of  last  session 
doubles  these,  and  makes  them  therefore  25, 
30  and  40  per  cent.  Add  to  these  the  Medi- 
terranean duty  of  2 1-2  percent,  and  they  stand 
at  27  1-2,  32  1-2  and  42  1-2  per  cent. 

In  calculating  these  duties,  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  custom-house,  the  gentleman 
says,  those  at  12  1-2  give  a result  of  32,  those 
of  15  give  a result  of  38,  and  those  of  20  give 
a result  of  49  1-2  on  the  prime  cost  of  the 
goods  imported.  I acknowledge  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  correct  in  all  these  statements.  He 
says  the  statements  of  the  merchants  are  in- 
accurate, inasmuch  as  they  say  that  the  lowest 
duty  is  33  1-3  per  cent.  What  difference  then 
does  he  think  he  proves?  A difference  of  1 1-3 
per  cent.  If  there  be  an  error  of  this  small 
amount,  can  it  be  so  material  as  to  discredit 
the  whole  mass  of  testimony  received?  Ad- 
mit that  all  the  testimony  discovers  no  greater 
inaccuracy,  would  not  the  mind  of  every  man 
in  the  house  be  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
yelief  they  claim?  If  there  be  no  greater  dif- 
ference in  the  testimony  from  the  fact,  than 
that  supposed  by  the  gentleman  between  33 
1-3  and  32,  then  is  the  testimony  substantially 
accurate.  But  the  gentleman  is  mistaken.  If 
he  will  look  at  the  report  again,  he  will  find 
it  stated  that  the  average  of  the  lowest  duties  1 
as  calculated  by  the  custom-house  is  33  1-31 
per  cent.  What,  .sir.  is  meant  by  the  average' 
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, of  the  lowest  duties?  It  is  not  an  average  of 

■ one , but  the  average  of  the  low  duties,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  highest  duty.  It  is  not 

■ therefore  the  lowest  duty  that  is  spoken  off 
* but  the  average  of  the  12  1-2  and  15  per  cent, 
i duties.  The  average  is  therefore  higher  than 

the  lowest  duty.  And  my  honorable  friend, 
with  his  excellent  understanding,  the  acute- 
ness he  has  acquired  at  the  bar,  and  the  wis- 
dom with  which  his  experience  in  the  senate 
has  graced  the  whole,  is  entirely  mistaken. — . 
My  honorable  friend  is  wrong  in  his  first 
proposition.  Is  it  not  fair  then  to  presume  he 
is  in  others — and  to  excuse  the  petitioners  for 
slight  variations,  when  even  he  has  fallen  in- 
to error?  The  object  of  the  committee  of 
merchants  was  to  state,  that  there  were  two 
great  classes  of  duties ; that  tlie  highest  duty 
' was  50,  and  the  average  of  the  lowest  duties 
33  1-3  per  cent.  It  is  admitted  that  they  have 
erred  in  an  unimportant  specification  of  ar- 
ticles. It  is  not  true,  for  instance,  that  iron- 
mongery pays  a duty  of  50  per  cent.  It  is 
true,  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  that  it  pays 
37  or  38.  But  it  is  true  that  there  is  a class 
of  duties  at  50  per  cent,  and  that  the  lowest 
duties  do  average  33  1-3.  The  result  of  the 
average  of  equal  quantities  is  greater,  but  the 
result  of  the  average  of  actual  importations 
will  place  it  precisely  on  the  footing  which  the 
committee  have  stated.  Take  for  instance  a 
particular  year.  I speak,  like  my  honorable 
friend,  from  the  documents  of  the  treasury-*- 
In  the  year  1807  there  were  imported  goods 
to  the  amount  of  36,260,000  dollars,  liable  to 
a duty  of  12  1-2  per  cent.  ; in  the  same  year 
9,480,000,  leaving  a duty  of  15  per  cent.  The 
average  of  equal  quantities  at  these  duties,  as 
now  increased,  is  35;  but  in  the  year  stated, 
about  four-fifths  were  imported,  paying  a 
peace  duty  of  12  1-2,  and  one  fifth  paying  a 
like  duty  of  15  per  cent,  which  gives  an  ave- 
rage result,  as  the  duties  now  stand,  of  33  1-3 
per  cent,  as  stated  by  the  committee  If  gen- 
tlemen will  minutely  examine  the  facts,  they 
must  be  satisfied,  as  I am,  that  every  material 
part  of  the  statements  of  the  merchants  is 
practically  correct.  The  only  error  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  proved, 
namely,  that  certain  articles  enumerated  by 
the  committee,  from  New  York,  do  not  bear 
a duty,  as  calculated  at  the  custom-house,  of 
50  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  has  no  real  or 
practical  effect  on  the  question  before  you,  to 
a material  extent,  because  the  goods  imported 
consist  almost  altogether  of  different  articles. 
There  was  no  interest  and  therefore  could 
have  been  no  intention  to  deceive — there  was 
practically  no  deception,  because  the  errone- 
ous statement  did  not  effect  the  question. 

In  relation  to  the  extra  profits,  which  are 
1 made  to  form  so  important  a part  of  this  dis- 
Icussion,  the  gentlemen  says,  that,  according  to 
! a. rule  of  law>  the  largest  sum  should  be  taken 
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in  exclusion  of  the  average  of  the  sums  given 
— that  the  extraordinary  pro  (its  are  admitted 
to  be  from  5 to  10  per  cent,  and  that  according 
to  the  rule  alluded  to,  10  per  cent,  is  to  be  as- 
sumed as  the  extra  profit.  Now,  sir,  I cannot 
recollect  any  rule  of  law  by  which  the  gentle- 
man is  authorised  to  assume  the  largest  sum 
instead  of  the  average  result— the  last  I take 
to  be  the  rule  of  law  and  the  rule  of  reason, 
likewise  applicable  to  the  question— the  extra 
profit  would  then  be  7 1 2 per  cent. — this  will 
be  the  extent  of  the  claim  of  the  government 


cuments,  states  this  advantage  to  be  about  14 
per  cent.  The  advantage  then,  beyond  that 
ol  ordinary  times  is  but  3 3-1  or  1 per  cent, 
and  combine  this  with  the  extraordinary  ad- 
vance obtained  upon  the  sales  of  the  ioods 
imported,  and  together  they  make  but  11  per 
cent ! And  is  it  this  for  which  the  government 
is  contending? 

I now  am  enabled  to  quit  this  fatiguing  de- 
tail, and  come  to  examine  the  subject  in  a ge- 
neral point  of  view. 

It  is  said  to  be  a violation  of  the  restrictive 


if  it  insist  on  this  partnership  in  the  profits.!  System.  My  honorable  triend  from  Kentucky 
But  while  the  highest  sum  stated  by  the  mer-!  says,  this  is  one  of  the  strongest  arms  this 
chants  is  assumed  instead  of  the  average  result,1  country  has.  That  this  assertion  is  proved  by 


it  is  denied  that  even  this  reaches  the  truth^  the  examinations  bad  before  the  house  of  coni- 
and  it  is  alleged  that  these  extra  profits  are 
much  greater.  But  is  this  any  thing  but  vague 
suggession  ? If  I were  to  enter  into  a minute 


examination  of  the  evidence  on  which  we  are 
acting,  I could  prove  that  all  the  statements 
of  the  merchants  give  this  result  and  confirm 
each  other — For  example,  they  have  stated 
their  former  profits  to  have  been  from  10  to 
15  per  cent,  and  their  profits  on  the  late  im- 
portations to  be  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  giving 
a result  of  from  5 to  10  per  cent,  or  an  average 
of  7 1-2  per  cent,  as  their  extra  profit.  But 
you  are  told  that  the  merchants  have  derived 
an  extraordinary  profit  from  the  depression  of 
bilis  of  exchange  on  England  They  tell  you 
that  this  is  never  brought  into  a calculation 
of  profits  on  importation,  and  that  in  a given 
number  of  years  it  really  yields  no  profit — that 
there  are  instances  of  exchange  being  as  high 
as  10  per  cent,  above  par,  and  that  then  no 
additions  were  made  to  the  usual  advance. 
But,  sir,  the  profit  on  exchange,  if  a profit  has 
been  enjoyed,  has  resulted  from  a distinct  ope- 
ration, has  been  attended  with  the  risques  of! 


mons;  and  that  this  measure  ought  not  to  be 
relaxed  or  abandoned,  which  would  be  done, 
he  says,  by  a remission.  How  is  the  value  of 
this  system  -proved?  By  distress  said  to  have 
been,  and  which  no  doubt  was,  experienced  by 
the  manufacturers  in  England.  But  although 
particular  man.  facturers  ascribe  their  suffer- 
ings to  our  measures,  yet  it  ought  not  to  be 
concluded  thatthe  general  distress  results  from 
this  cause.  It  is  disproved  by  circumstances. 
—Some  years  ago,  when  we  imported  more 
largely  than  we  would  do  now  if  no  restriction 
existed,  we  took  but  one'  fourth  of  the  gross 
exports  of  British  manufactures,  and  we  ex 
ported  again, to  markets  now  supplied  by  them- 
selves, one-third  of  that  fourth,  leaving  but 
onC-sixth  for  our  own  consumption.  Lit  me 
not  be  misunderstood.  I do  not  deny  that  we 
are  immensely  valuable  customers,  and  that 
our  restrictive  system  has  caused  her  consider- 
able distress,  but  1 deny  that  it  has  caused  that 
ox^erwhelming  distress,  if  such  distress  exists, 
which  the  gentleman  has  intimated.  If  it 
does  exist,  it  proceeds  from  other  causes.  I 


a distinct  operation,  and  ought  not  to  be  amal-  contend  that  we  suffer  from  this 


measure  a 


gamated  with  the  profits  of  importations,  no  greater  degree  of  distress  than  they  do.— Our 
otherwise  than  accidentally  connected  with!  suffering  is  greater  and  more  sensibly  felt  in 
the  act  of  depositing  money  in  England! the  loss  of  the  revenue  and  in  the  loss  of  the 
through  the  means  of  a profitable  process  ofj  affections  of  our  people,  a loss  infinitely  more 
exchange.  But  the  gentleman  says,  they  get; to  be  deprecated  than  the  loss  of  trade  or 
this  profit  in  fact,  and  could  not  have  realized;  money:  Who,  sir,  are  the  distressed  in  Eng- 

it,  but  through  these  importations,  and  there-,  land,  who  are  said  to  have  become  such  from 
fore  it  must  be  broughtinto  calculation.  With' | this  measure?  Some  manufacturers,  an  incon- 
out  admitting  the  correctness  of  this  conclu-  siderable  portion  of  the  people.  Who  in  this 

* f 1 ..-I*  1 i i_  j._  _ , rv  ill  1* 


sion,  let  us  see  what  this  advantage  amounts  to. 
Now  the  proposition  is,  that  we  should  take 
the  extra  projits.  But  it  appears  that  exchange 
bad  been  as  low  under  common  circumstances 
as  10  per  cent,  and  as  the  claim  is  only  to  the 
extra  profits,  in  other  words  the  profits  not  en- 
joyed in  common  times,  our  enquiry  must  be, 


country?  All  persons  engaged  in  or  connected 
with  commerce,  a portion  comparatively  infi- 
nitely more  numerous.  It  has  broken  the 
spirit  of  the  country — it  has  rendered  those 
most  warmly  attached  to  the  government  al- 
most disaffected.  There  is  one  third  of  the 
people  of  this  country  interested  in  commerce 


how  much  do  the  late  profits  of  exchange  ex-  or  closely  and  intimately  connected  with  it, 
ceed  10  per  cent.  The  evidence  before  the! who  are  totally  opposed  to  this  policy.  If  we 
house  shews  that  exchange  has  varied  during  alienate  from  the  government  of  England,  in 
the  period  of  restriction  from  5 to  22  1-2  per:  her  manufacturers,  one  twentieth  of  the  people 
cent,  discount,  and  gives  an  average  13  3-4;  j of  that  country,  we  at  the  same  time  alien- 
and  in  corroboration  of  this  result,  a very  sen-; ate  from  our  own  government  one  third 
sible  and  candid  letter  among  the  printed  do-!of  our  own  people.  It  is  a policy,  if  it  were 
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generally  -correct,  peculiarly  inapplicable  tollicy.  They  were  willing  to  abandon  it  to  raise 
our  pe#.)Te  and  government,  The  questionsla  given  revenue,  and  now  that  the  revenue  lias 
under  it  is,  who  can  suffer  most?  and  here  been  obtained  by  an  unintentional  infraction 
thank  God  they  have  the  advantage  of  us.  of  it,  they  say  it  is  too  sacred  to  be  touched 
They  are  accustomed  to  suffering,  we  are  not  with  impunity.  I never  heard  the  word  res- 


— that  government  has  the  power  to  inflict 
more  from  its  natural  vigor — we  have  nei- 
ther the  power  nor  the  disposition,  I hope,  to 
try  our  strength  in  this  way.  There  is  no 
doubt,  if  we  coniine  our  views  to  the  effects 
of  this  measure  on  England  alone*  that  we 
will  be  convinced  of  its  power  and  efficacy — 
there  is  nothing,  of  which  so  partial  a view 
would  not  give  a favorable  impression.  But 
if  there  are  advantages  in  the  non-importation 
system  on  the  one  hand,  there  are  on  the  other 
greater  disadvantages.  It  puts  out  one  eye  of 
ycur  enemy,  it  is  true,  but  it  puts  out  both  your 
own.  It  exhausts  the  purse;  it  exhausts  the  spirit 
andparalizes  the  sword  of  the  nation.  But  how 
did  mv  honorable  friends  treat  this  system  at 
the  lastsession  of  congress?  Did  they  not  them- 
selves agree  to  let  in  fifteen  millions  of  value  of 
British  manufactures  to  obtain  five  millions  of 
revenue?  Where  then,  sir,  was  the  policy  of 
your  restrictive  system,  when  these  same  gen- 
tlemen would  have  suspended  it  to  gain  so  much 
revenue?  Gentlemen  then  themselves  gave  up 
the  system  and  yet  they  now  talk  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  this  policy.  It  was  given  up 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  It  was  given 
up  yesterday.  It  is  given  up  whenever  you 
refuse  to  prohibit  exportations.  It  is  idle  to 


triction  named  in  the  hall  of  congress  without 
being  alarmed.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented, 
for  the  sake  of  the  country,  that  this  subject 
is  so  frequently  agitated.  Now  the  fa\mer  is* 
threatened,  then  the  merchant.  The  country 
had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  alarm  which 
was  caused  by  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  gen 
tlernan  of  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Harper,)  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  the  great  produo- 
tions  of  the  soil;  a resolution  which,  like  the 
comet  that  lately  visited  our  region,  affrighted 
ana  dismayed  thewonderingpeople,but  which, 
like  it,  had  passed  away,  we  lioped,  not  again 
to  appear  in  our  time,  when  the  resolutions  of 
my  hon.  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Newton) 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  I forget  how  many,  followed  in 
rapid  succession,  and,  like  the  tail  of  that  great 
meteor,  hung  over  us,  giving  signs  of  dire, 
and  ominous  portent.  These  to  your  farmers 
are  as  pernicious  as  the  plagues  of  Egypt.  To 
your  cities  the  proposition  on  your  table  is 
more  terrible  than  the  pestilence  with  which 
they  were  not  long  since  smitten  by  the  judg- 
ment of  God,  inflicted  in  his  wrath  but  by  his 
justice;  which  made  the  dwelling  where  health, 
and  joy,  and  gladness  and  general  prosperity, 
had  blest  the  inhabitants,  a charnel  house,  and 
sent  forth  “the  frequent  corpse”  through  the 


talk  of  free  exportation  and  a prohibition  of;  deserted  streets,  accompanied  by  no  livin 
importation.  How  else  are  your  returns  to  be ! creature,  save  the  patient  drudging  animal 
effected?  The  whole  annual  produce  of  thejwffiich  bore  it,  and  the  lone  sexton  who  com 
mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  the  whole  specie  Emitted  the  dust  of  the  body  to  the  repose  of 
circulation  of  Great  Britain,  would  not  furnish  I the  tomb.  Yes,  sir,  even  this  wras  a more  to 
returns  for  the  exportations  of  this  country  lerable  calamity  to  your  cities,  than  would  be 


for  a single  year  of  prosperity;  and  yet  you 
falk  of  unrestricted  exportations  and  a prohi- 
bition of  importations.  \ es,  sir,  adhering  to 


that  plague  upon  your  table ! 

VV  hat  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  a govern 
ment  like  ours,  at  a crisis  like  the  present,  whqn 


the  latter  policy,  you  have  already  twice  oriwe  should  have  but  one  heart  and  one  hand? 
thrice  in  this  session  said  there  shall  be  no!  Surely  this  is  not  the  way  to  unite  us.  When, 
more  exportation  law,  and  you  w ere  right,  be- sir,  you  wish  n>c  coming  from  the  sea  coast 
cause  it  was  a system  of  self  torture — it  pro-!  to  salute  my  fellow-citizen  irom  the  w est  as 
duces  indeed  an  infliction  of  pain  upon  your  a brother,  do  not  present  him  to  me  in  the 
eaiemy,  which  comparatively  can  scarcely  be  character  of  one  exacting  from  me  harsh  and 
called  considerable,  whilst  it  throws  yourselves  unmerited  penalties.  In  spite  of  my  perfect 
upon  the  rack  of  excruciating  torment.  But,:  conviction  0f  the  benevolence  and  justice  of  my 
\ ask  again,  how  can  the  policy  of  the  re-i honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  I must  con- 
strictive system  be  spoken  of  in  such  terms  ©fisidef  them  as  harsh  and  unmerited  penalties^ 
approbation  and  admiration,  when  gentlemen  though  even  by  him  inflicted. 


were  not  only  willing  to  give  it  up,  but  have 
actually  given  it  up  more  than  once?  I am  as- 
tonished at  this  incessant  cry  of  the  policy  of 
the  restrictive  system,  and  an  inviolable  adhe- 
rence to  it,  when  it  has  been  relaxed  every 
year  since  its  institution.  It  must  be  a most 
extraordinary  system.  Gentlemen  treat  it  as 
some  nations  do  their  idols.  Sometimes  they 
worship  and  sometimes  they  flog  them.  So 
it  is  with  my  honorable  friends  wTh©  alternately 
generate  and  despoil  this  great  system  of  po- 
Svp.  Von..  V,  #5 


It  is  said,  however,  in  support  of  the  propo. 
sition  on  your  table,  that  it  is  not  unjust,  that 
the  merchants  having  gained  this  extraordi- 
nary profit  without  the  sanction  t>f  law,  should 
be  compelled  to  refund  it.  I have  shewn  you, 
sir,  in  the  course  of  this  examination  w hat  that 
profit  wras;  that  from  a fair  and  liberal  con 
struction  of  the  testimony  it  w as  but  7 1-2  pep 
cent,  and  that  to  this  might  be  added  3 3-4  pgr 
cent,  for  the  extraordinary  gain  upon  bills  of 
exchange.  Now,  sir,  the  policy  which  t bis 
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government  has  Pursued  has  been  so  variable  cumstances  were  these  importation*,  made? 
and  at  the  same  timc.so  destructive  of  the  pre-j  Under  the  sanction  of  government;  under  its 
sent  operations  ot  commerce,  as  doubly  so  dis-jadviee  as  tar  as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  it 
tress  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community, j Y ou  are  told  by  the  minister  of  your  country, 
it  has  of  course  distressed  these  petitioners  :it'our  resident  in  England,  that  he  did  advise  the 
jias  tied  up  their  hands  for  three  years  pastlmerehants  to  make  these  shipments.  Now  I 
while  they  have  been  obliged  to  keep  up  ex-  beseech  you,  sir,  put  yourselves  in  the  situa 
pensive  establishments,  not  yet  quite  deserted  tion  in  which  these  persons  were  placed.  Re  • 
bv  the  hope  of  better  times,  in  expectation  of  siding  in  a strange  land,  who  would  you  ask 
some  change;  and  this  profit  of  li  per  cent,  to  construe  the  laws  of  your  country?  The 
which  fortune  and  not  your  wisdom  or  kind-  confidential  agent,  the  worthy  representative 
ness  has  thrown  into  their  hands,  you  are  cal-’ or  that  country,  the  man  who  has  done  honor 
led  upon  to  take  from  them.  But  have  theyjto  himself  and  to  it  by  liis  condnct— He  advi- 
really  profited?  Will  they  be  gainers  or  losers  sed  them  to  import— -and  why?  because  he 
in  the  course  of  their  trade,  in  the  event  of  believed  that  in  so  doing  he  was  co-operating 
your  permitting  them  to  retain  it?  They  will:  with  the  great  policy  of  die  country.  He  ad 
be  losers  greatly  if  you  relinquish  the  whole,  vised  the  shipment.  What  is  requisite  to  be 
And,  sir,  shall  we  take  from  them  that  pit-jknown  to  establish  the  innocence  of  this  trans- 
duce which  not  your  good  will  but  fortune:  action?  That  the  merchants  shipped  under 
has  given  them — -that  which  their  spirit  of  ad- 1-1  ^jlj  4a‘*>  l * 


venture  has  given  them,  and  in  obtaining 
which  they  were  not  cherished  or  supported 
by  you  ? 

" But  it  is  said,  that  though  government 
should  take  this,  the  consumer  pays  it  and  it 
will  coaie  from  the  pockets  of  the  country 
My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  stated  a 
fact,  I believe  from  a document  of  the  treasury, 
of  which  I have  no  doubt,  that  two-thirds  of 
the  people  of  this  country  are  clothed  in  home- 
spun. And  where  are  those  two-thirds  to  be 
found?  On  the  margin  of  the  sea  shore  or  in 
the  cities.  No,  sir,  the  other  third,  who  con- 
sume foreign  manufactures  live  in  cities,  on  the 
margin  of  the  sea- shore,  and  pay  the  whole. 
They  pay  the  double  duties  and  the  extra  pro- 
fit, and  not  those  out  of  whose  pocket  the  gen- 
tleman would  have  you  believe  it  comes.  The 
consumer  prays  you  not  to  inflict  these  penal- 
ties. Those  who  have  paid  it,  intreat  you  not 
to  take  this  profit  from  the  merchants — they 
say,  let  them  keep  it — they  deserve  it.  And 
will  the  government  under  such  circumstances 
object? 

But,  sir,  does  not  justice  require  the  remis 
sion  of  these  bonds?  These  merchants  have 
done  what  your  policy  failed  to  do.  They  have 
given  yon  three  great  advantages:  they  have 
given  you  twenty  millions  of  capital,  which 
will,  probably  be  loaned  tp  the  government  if 
applied  for  in  a proper  way;  they  have  given 
you  five  millions  of  revenue  which  is  already 
secured  to  the  government  arnd  they  have 
given  you  clothing  for  your  army  in  spite  of 
yourselves.  Shall  they  then,  after  having  in 
curved  great  risks  in  doing  all  these  things 
which  .are,  sq  advantageous  to  the  country 
hgve  fines  inflicted  gn  them  for  the  good  they 
have  done?  The  proposition  is  unreasonable. 


would  be  repealed.  Such  was  the  impression 
of  the  agent  of  the  government.  Was  the  mer 
chant  whose  information  is  necessarily  circum  • 
scribed  and  whose  daily  drudging  fills  up  the 
measure  of  his  time,  to  set  himself  up  in  op- 
position to  the  confidential  and  well  informed 
minister  of  the  government?  The  important 
fact  that  the  merchants  shipped  under  the  im- 
pression of  the  legality  of  such  shipments  is 
further  proved  to  you.  The  language  of  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Russell  made  the 
continuance  of  the  non-importation  act  entire- 
ly dependant  on  the  duration  of  the  orders  in 
council,  and  states  that  it  will  be  immediately 
suspended  on  the  revocation  or  necessary  mo- 
dification of  the  orders  in  council.  But  that 
is  not  all,  sir.  Who  are  the  memorialists? 
Persons  who  reside  in  this  country,  who  gave 
orders  not  to  have  the 


&oods  shipped  till  it 
should  he  legal  to  do  so.  But  their  agents  in 
England  have  been  mistaken.  Those  who 
supplicate  you  for  a remission  of  those  forfei- 
tures never  contemplated  a violation  of  law. 
They  are  entirely  free  from  every  kind  of  im- 
putation of  intention  to  violate  either  the  letter 
or  the  spirit  of  the  non-importation  act.  Those 
who  are  to  suffer  did  not  direct  and  could  not. 
control  the  act  for  which  they  are  to  suffer. 

But  it  is  said  there  are  several  classes  of  peti- 
tioners, and  that,  though  some  may  be  inno- 
cent, all  are  not  equally  free  from  imputation; 
that  some  of  them  shipped  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war  was  known.  W ell,  sir,  if  we  take 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Russell,  they are  .equally 
excusable  with  others,  lie  did  also  advise 
shipments  at  that  time.  It  would  have  been 
ruinous  to  the  proprietors  to  have  detained 
them;  it  would  have  deprived  the  nation  of 
twenty  millions  of  capital;  it  would  have  de- 


W,o,uld  gentlemen  wish  that  the  treasury  prived  you  of  five  millions  of  revenue;  it  would 
should  not  have  been  filled — that  the  capital  have  deprived  you  of  supplies  of  clothing  for 
of  the  country,  should  not  ha  ve  been  brought  your  arni  v.  Was  not  the  advice  of  Mr.  Russell 
home?  That  the  army  should  not  have  been; correct?  W ould  you  not  to-morrow  grant  per- 
c^othM?  Surely  not.  And  under  what  idr*  iniodon  to  bring  home  so  mdeh  property  sn 
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situated,  if  it  would  yield  equal  advantages? 
You  would- indeed  practise  a most  extraordi- 
nary policy  if  you  did  not.  You  would  to- 
morrow authorize  the  act — and  yet  you 
would  inflict  a penalty  for  an  act  which  you 
could  not  refuse  to  sanction.  What  would 
have  been  the  case  with  this  property  had  it 
been  suffered  to  remain  in  England  till  the 
termination  of  the  war  ? Do  gentlemen  ex- 
pect the  war  to  terminate  to-morrow?  No,  sir, 
it  will  continue  for  years,  if  it  continue  till  the 
principles  for  which  it  was  commenced  be  ob 
tained.  The  most  conciliatory  propositions 
have  been  rejected;  we  have  nothing  to  hope 


Stop  the  free  streams  of  perrennial  supply. 
Shew  to  the  commercial  part  of  your  people 
that  they  are  not  regarded  in  a less  favorable 
view  than  the  rest  of  the  nation,  and  they  will 
supply  the  revenues  you  want  by  lending  you 
their  wealth;  but  if  you  exact  from  them  their 
little  gains,  will  they  assist  you?  No,  sir,  they 
will  not. 

What  is  the  real  advantage  we  are  to  pro- 
mise ourselves  from  this  new  operation  of 
finance?  The  government,  it  is  proposed, 
should  get  perhaps  1 1 percent,  on  the  amount 
of  bona  fide  American  property  imported — , 
say  that  the  whole  amount  of  property  of  this 


on  the  ground  of  a speedy  peace.  Then,  sir,  character  is  18  millions  as  some  have  supposed 


why  will  you  make  a distinction  between  the 
different  classes  of  shippers?  The  one  shipped 
believing  the  act  not  forbidden  by  the  laws  or 
policy  of  the  government  in  a fair  and  honor- 
able pursuit  of  gain;  the  other  tinder  the  belief 
that  it  was  the  duty  and  disposition  of  the  go- 
vernment not  to  inflict  on  them  the  penalties 
of  a law  which  certainly  in  its  origin  did  not 


and  it  will  give  you  only  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Take  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who 
endeavor  to  prove  that  not  the  half  of  this 
amount  is  American  property,  and  these  are 
the  arguments  of  those  who  propose  this  fi- 
nancial expedient,  and  it  will  put  bujt  one  mil- 
lion into  your  treasury,  whilst  it  will  withdraw 
from  you  the  confidence  of  the  only  class  of 


contemplate  such  a case,  with  a view  to  save  people  to  whom  you  can  look  for  money 
their  property  from  inevitable  destruction,  and, carry  on  the  war.  Can  tjjjere  be  any  equiva 
themselves  from  probable  ruin.  It  is  also  at  -[lent  in  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  to  coun- 
tempted  to  discriminate  by  the  periods  of  pur-j  t erbalance  this  loss?  And  here  let  me  say  while 
chase,  between  those  purchases  which  were! using  this  language  of  the  treasury,  that,  i 
made  before  and  those  made  after  the  revoca-  trust  in  God,  no  man  who  may  be  thus  edi- 
tion of  the  British  orders,  and  the  first  arejeonsigned  by  this  house  to  the  secretary  of  the 
considered  as  the  favored  class:  but  why  should  [treasury  to  await  his  decision  and  to  suppli- 


they  be  so  considered?  The  first  purchased 
at  a time  when  the  shipment  was  forbidden, 
and  known  to  them  to  be  forbidden,  with  the 
hope  of  a change,  from  a change  of  policy  or  an 
accommodation  of  the  differences  between  the 
nations;  the  last  under  a belief  that  the  laws 
of  their  country  did  not  forbid  them  to  ship 
them  immediately.  They  have  equally  vio- 
lated the  letter  of  the  law,  and  are  equally  in- 
nocent of  an  intentional  violation  of  its  spirit. 
But  those  who  purchased  after  the  revoca 


cate  his  clemency,  will  so  far  forget  what  ly? 
owes  to  his  own  true  interests  and  to  his  char 
acter  as  a free  citizen,  as  to  give  any  equiva- 
lent for  that  sum  of  money  which  may  he 
demanded  as  the  government's  share  of  the 
profits!  I would  rather  see  the  objects  of  the 
war  fail — I would  rather  see  the  seamen  of  the 
country  impressed  on  the  ocean  and  our  com- 
merce swept  from  its  bosom,  than  see  the  long 
arm  of  the  treasury  indirectly  thrust  into  ^l:c 
pocket  of  the  citizen  through  the  medium  of 


tion  believed  that  in  the  purchase  as  well  as  a penal  law.  We  might  suffer  all  these  dis 
the  shipment  there  was  no  law  of  their  country,  asters  and  our  civil  liberties  would  yet  be  safe, 
which  denied  them  the  full  advantage  of  the! That  principle  of  our  government  would  still 
speculation  in  which  they  were  about  to  en-;be  preserved,  which  subjects  the  purse  of  the 
gage.  If  then  you  discriminate  at  all,  it  must! citizen  to  no  authority  but  a law  so  plain  that 
be  in  favor  of  those  whom  gentlemen,  from! he  who  runs  may  read.  How  are  the  exigen- 
their  arguments  seem  least  disposed  to  relieve.  jcies  of  the  government  for  the  next  year  to  be 
But  they  are  all  in  effect  on  a footing  because 
all  stand  on  a footing  of  perfect  equitj7,  and  an 
attempt  to  discriminate  would  be  repugnant  to 
that  equity. 

But  it  is  contended;  that  this  is  a case  in 
which  it  is  right  to  aid  the  revenue  of  the 
country  by  flaking  a portion  of  the  profit  of 
the  merchants.  I say,  sir,  if  it  were  just,  it 
Would  be  impolitic,  because  you  would  not 
thereby  in  fact  increase  the  financial  means  of 
. the  country.  It  is  a dangerous  expenment  in 
finance,  as  well  as  in  legislation.  V ou  open  v 
source  of  revenue,  indeed,  but  it  is  one  which 
pnly  drips  and  is  drained  in  a moment,  and 


supplied?  That  portion  of- them  which  is  pro- 
vided is  rather  the  result  of  accident  than  fore- 
cast. Is  the  deficiency  to  be  derived  frem 
taxes?  No,  I will  tell  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  them,  lor  their  comfort,  that  there 
will  be  no  taxes  imposed  for  the  next  year! 
it  was  said  last  session,  that  you  would  have 
time  to  lay  them  at  this  session,  but  I then 
said  it  was  a mistake.  You  now  find  this  to 
be  the  fact.  By  your  indecision  then,  when 
the  country  was  convinced  they  were  neces- 
sary, you  have  set  the  minds  of  the  people 
□gainst  taxes.  But  were  it  otherwise,  you 
have  not  time  now  to  lay  them  for  the  next 


•ypu  close  the-  great  fountains  pf  resource  and’year.  What  , ought  to  be  our  coyrse  tinder 
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these  circumstances?  Accident,  having  thrown  ing  its  occasional  violations  by  some  unprin- 
tive  millions  of  dollars  into  the  treasury,  has  cipled  men,  with  more  vigor  and  strictness 
supplied  the  place  and  precluded  the  necessity  than  all  the  douaniers  of  France  or  ail  tfc® 
of  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  has  furnish-  navy  of  Great  Britain  could  have  done  in  any 
ed  a basis  of  credit  and  the  balance  must  other  country.  Such  is  the  character  of  your 
be  supplied  by  loans.  We  should  now,  by  an  merchants;  but  if  you  indict  penalties  on  these 
det  of  grace,  conciliate  those  who  have  money  men  who  have  refused  to  violate  your  laws 
to  lend.  But  it  is  said  we  cannot  conciliate j and  become  smugglers,  you  will  put  them  out 
them.  I do  not  mean  by  conciliation  an  en-jof  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and  those 
deavor  to  induce  those  who  are  opposed  to  the -profligate  men  who  are  ready  to  violate  ever}7 
party  in  power  to  abandon  tlieir  political  op- j law  you  may  enact  and  who  disregard  every 
position.  I mean  only  to  conciliate  them  so;  obligation  of  morality  orreligion, will  supersede 
far  as  to  make  them  see  and  feel  that  the  go-  them.  The  general  policy  of  every  free  go- 

iit  as  well  as  the  particular  policy  and 


Vernment  feels  tenderly  for  their  interests — ! vernment  as 


that  they  are  equally  favored  and  protected. 'circumstances  of  our  own  forbids  the  course 
So  much  is  recommeded  by  our  best  policy,  proposed  to  be  pursued.  The  general  practice 
while  it  is  the  j ust  claim  of  political  opponents  , and  experience  of  free  governments  discounte- 
rs well' as  political  friends  in  a free  govern- .nance  it.  Can  gentlemen  point  to  any  tiling 
rnent.  The  treasury  may  be  supplied  by  ac-  like  it  in  the  history  of  tree  governments — I 
quirihg  their  confidence  without  their  political  know  there  are  examples,  but  I find  them  in 
support  and  co-operation.  1 only  say  we  must!  the  history  of  tyrants  and  of  arbitral*}7  govern- 
not  disgust  the  monied  interest  of  the  country,  ments.  I find  them  in  the  history  of  Henry 
No  government  like  ours  can  support  a war  VII,  and  in  that  of  his  celebrated  agents  Linp- 
by  direct  impositions  or  any  other  revenue;  son  and  Dudly — yet  in  an  arbitrary  govern- 
raised  within  the  year.  It  must  rely  on  its  meat  they  were  given  up  to  the  indignation  of 


credit  for  a great  portion  of  the  ways  and 
in  cans  of  carrying  on  a war.  This  is  the  tbeo 
ry  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  act  the  last 
year.  This  is  the  theory  on  which  the  war 
was  commenced.  The  great  source  from 
which  you  must  draw  is  the  commercial  wealth 
of  the  country.  And  yet  you  are  called  upon 
to  shut  up  and  choak  the  channels  through 
which  alone  it  can  flow  into  your  hands.  This 
would  be,  as  it  were  to  bank  in  the  periodical 
floods  of  the  Nile,  and  -would  to  God  it  were 
q.&  little  practicable,  and  preveift  them  from 
spreading  their  fertilizing  qualitiesand  making 
4;heir  precious  deposits  on  the  adjacent  lands 
Commerce  and  agriculture  may  be  aptly  com- 
pared, said  Mr.  C.  to  this  noble  river  and  its 
floods.  The  last,  like  commerce,  would  not 
indeed  exist,  without  the  mighty  stream,  the 
symbol  of  agriculture,  which  flows  silently  and 
majestically  within  its  banks.  But  this  great 
d iver  which  in  song  arid  story  has,  in  the  11a 


an  injured  people,  and  history  has  execrated 
the  acts  as  peculiarly  abominable  even  in  the 
conduct  of  a tyrant.  Let  gentlemen  discrimi- 
nate between  the  cases  if  they  can.  In  either 
case  the  law  has  an  operation  which  the  legis- 
lature never  intended — in  either  case  the  trea- 
sury is  to  be  filled.  But  say,  if  you  please  that 
this  is  a doubtful  case — that  it  is  not  assuredly 
dear  that  these  penalties  ought  to  be  inflicted, 
what  ought  to  be  our  course?  To  demand  or 
exact  any  thing  in  a doubtful  case?  No,  sir, 
because  the  legislature  of  a free  government 
has  no  right  to  act  on  doubtful  principles.  Few* 
men  will  have  confidence  enough  to  deny  that 
this  is  at  least  a very  doubtful  question  on  the 
part  of  those  who  would  inflict  the  penalties 
— it  would  be  so  from  its  novelty  alone.  Sound 
policy  then  would  recommend  an  act  of  grace 
I will  add  one  word  more,  on  the  subject  of 
commerce,  rather  out  of  place.  One  of  the 
most  distinguished  kings  of  England,  whose 


kedriess  of  truth,  exhibited  more  splendor  than  reign  exhibits  the  greatest  exploits  in  the  his- 
fdblb  and  fancy  could  have  lent,  without  these  tory  of  that  nation,  among  Which  are  num- 
attendanfcs,  would  have  descended  to  the  ocean  herd!  the  achievments  of  Cressy  and  Poic- 
nUrihdtiofed  and  unsung.”  Memphis  and  Thebes  tiers,  Edward  the  third,  Was  believed  by  the 
ivriuld  not  have  been,  and  even  the  Starry  j good  people  of  his  realms  to  have  discovered 


•.heavens,  beaming  only  on  the  corporeal,  would 
long  have  given  no  light  arid  afforded  no  charm 
tti  the  mental  eye.  So  nocause  has  contributed 
so  much  to  the  civilization  of  man  and  the 
improvement  of  every  art  and  every  science,  as 
commerce.  Without  commerce  we  should  be 
simple  shepherds  or  barbarian  hordes.  I dfeny 
riot,  Said  Mi*.  C.  the  virtues  of  the  agricultu- 
ralists; they  are  generally  perhaps  greater  than 
those  of  any  other  class  of  society.  But  the 
mercantile  people  of  this,  our  own  country, 
are  inferior  to  no  set  of  people  on  earth — they 

Sifir 


the  art > of  makirig  gold;  for  it  was  to  tliem 
otherwise  inconceivable,  how  lie  supplied  his 
treasury.  He  raised  armies,  equipped  fleets, 
gained  mighty  victories,  conquered  kingdoms 
and  spfent  vast  sums  on  internal  improvements 
—such  demands  it  was  thought  the  art  of 
making  gold  alone  could  supply.  The  histo 
rian  says,  no— /*<?  cherished  commerce! 

Mr.  Clay  (speaker)  said,  that  he  had  parti- 
cipated With  the  committee  in  the  pleasure 
which  they  must  have  derived  from  the  splen- 
did exhibition  of  eloquence  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  S.  Carolina.  Mr.  Cheyes.  He 
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fished  it  had  been  unmingled  with  regTet. — 
But  when  he  saw  the  honorable  gentleman  as 
sailing,  with  his  powerful  talents,  what  he 
deemed  an  essential  system  of  policy,  he  felt 
constrained,  however  incompetent  to  the  task, 
to  attempt  its  vindication.  T lie  gentleman  ap- 
peared, indeed,  to  arraign  the  whole  of  th' 
measures  pursued  by  this  government  for  se- 
veral years  past,  in  reference  to  foreign  pow- 
ers, though  he  knew  his  private  sentiments  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  embargo.  [Here  Mr,  Cheves 
stated  that,  in  speaking  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, he  did  not  mean  to  include  the  embargo, 
which  he  always  thought  a wise  measure;]- — 
Mr.  C.  thought  a concession  in  its  favor  admit- 
ted the  propriety  of  the  law  of  non  importa- 
tion. 

What  is  the  principle  of  these  restrictive 
measures  ? It  is  to  create  such  a pressure  on 
the  foreign  nation  as  wTould  compel  it  to  revoke 
its  anti-neutral  edicts.  The  embargo  aimed  to 
accomplish  thispurpose,  by  not  oniy  withhold- 
ing supplies  of  the  iirst  necessity,  but  at  the 
same  time,  shutting  up  our  market  against  the 
manufactures  of  the  aggressors.  The  act  of 
non-importation  wTas,  upon  certain  contingen 
cies,  substituted  for  it,  and  it  left  the  export 
trade  free,  whilst  it  pressed  upon  the  foreign 
nation,  by  an  exclusion  of  her  manufactures. 
In  this  respect,  he. thought  it  a measure  fraught 
with  more  wisdom  than  the  embargo-,  which 
however,  he  had  no  doubt  would  have  pro- 
duced its  effect,  if  it  bad  been  persisted  in. — 
Neither  was  designed  to  impair  commercial 
enterprize.  Far  from  it.  The  friends  of  both 
contemplated  the  emancipation  of  commerce 
from  its  unjust  shackles.  Commerce  was  su  - 
pended  for  the  moment,  that  it  might  revive 
with  more  freedom  and  energy.  The  bow  was 
unstrung  that  it  might  acquire  fresh  vigor  and 
new  elasticity.  And  lie  considered  that  the 
proudest  triumph  which  the  friends  of  the  re- 
strictive system  could  enjoy,  was  the  recent 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council — a revoca- 
tion which  neither  a regard  for  the  laws  of 
nations,  nor  a desire  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  could  ef- 
fect, but  what  that  very  pressure  produced 
by  the  law  of  non-importation  had  achieved. 
Yes,  the  distresses,  the  cries  of  the  manufac- 
turers ' — their  haggard  looks,  produced  by  the 


bargo  would  have  attained  its  object;  It  was, 
in  a moment  of  panic,  prematurely  abandon- 
ed. And  nowT,  that  the  non-importation  law’ 
lias  been  demonstrated,  by  unerring  expe- 
rience, as  capable  of  effecting  its  original  de- 
sign, we  are  asked  to  relinquish  that  also. — 
He  feared  w e should,  in  the  same  manner,  get 
tired  of  the  War.  He  viewed  the  restrictive 
system  as  a powerful  auxiliary  of  the  war. — 
You  may  be  defeated  by  sea  and  land. — 
Your  north  western  army  maybe  inglorious- 
iy  surrendered  (it  did  not  become  him  here 
to  say  from  what  causes.)  In  another  quarter 
of  the  union  your  army,  by  fraud  and  eliica 
nery,  may  he  robbed  of  its  recruits.  The 
physical  force  of  the  country  may  be  withheld, 
upon  novel  and  dangerous  constructions  of  the 
constitution,  menacing  the  total  subversion  of 
government.  Opposition,  transcending  all  le- 
gitimate bounds,  may  be  carried  to  the  very 
confines,  themselves,  of  treason.  That  base 
degenerated  spirit  may  exist,  which  incapable 
of  patriotic  struggles  itself,  questions  and  te 
rides  the  motives  of  those  who  nobly  step 
forth  in  their  country's  cause — a flagitious 
spirit  which  has  been  seen  to  assail  the  stand- 
ing of  twTo  of  his  honorable  colleagues,  because 
they  exhibited  the  more  than  Roman  example 
in  shouldering  their  muskets  and  flying  to  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  against  a most  sa- 
vage alliance.  But  if  you  cling  to  the  restric- 
tive system,  it  is  incessantly  working  in  your 
favor. 

But  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  had 
contended*  that  we  had  thrice  this  session  de 
cided  against  this  system,  h}’  refusing  to  en- 
tertain the  proposition  for  an  embargo.  Mr. 
C.  could  not  agree  with  him.  lie  admitted* 
that  a trade,  in  exportation  only,  could  not 
subsist  without  a corresponding  import  trade, 
either  in  specie  or  commodities.  But  he  de 
nied  that  it  must,  necessarily,  he  in  the  for 
bidden  fruit — -English  manufactures.  1 1 e was 
free  to  declare,  that  the  exact  limit  to  which 
he  wished  to  see  the  export  trade  carried  (un 
til  our  rights  are  acknowledged)  was  the  spe- 
cie and  commutables,  other  than  British,  into 
wThich  its  proceeds  could  be  converted.  What 
that  limit  was,  congress  must  determine.  It 
must  be  left  to  regulate  itself.  He  was  op- 
posed, therefore,  to  the  embargo  recently  pro 


operation  of  that  law,  had  at  length  ascended  posed.  lie  was  desirous  that  the  merchants, 
to  a corrupt  ministry,  and  occasioned  a reluc-  acquiescing  in  the  policy  of  their  government, 
tant  abandonment  of  those  orders.  FiVery  de-  should  not  continue  heedlessly  taking  in  pay- 
position  given  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  ment  for  their  cargoes  to  the  Peninsula,  bills 
late  examination  before  that  body,  on  this  sub-  j on  London — thus  placing  their  capital  in  the 
our  interdiction  of  powrer  of  the  enemy.  If  they  persisted  in  it, 


ject,  was  a panegyric  on 
British  manufactures.  He  would  trouble  the 
committee  with  one  which  he  had  just  laid  his 
hands  upon.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  deposi- 
tion of  W.  Thompson.]  And  yet  wre  are  now 
called  upon  to  abandon  this  system  ! We 
wanted  firmness.  W e are  deficient  in  the  vir- 
tues of  patience  and  perseverance,  The  em 


he  was  for  their  doing  it  at  their  peril.  Tak- 
ing  nothing  but  specie  or  merchandize  other 
than  of  British  production,  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem would  distress  the  enemy  not  only  by 
closing  an  important  market  for  his  manufac- 
tures, but  by  exhausting  his  specie.  For  whilst 
he  keeps  up  his  large  armies  upon  the  conti 
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nent,  subsistence  must  be  obtained  for  themiportat 

at  any  sacrifice,  and  if  bills  wall  not  procure  it,  1 

specie  must  be  employed.  A stream  of  spe- 
cie, equal  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  the  es- 
timated amount  of  our  exports  to  the  Peninsu- 
la, continually  flowing  from  any  country  would 
soon  exhaust  it  of  the  precious  metals:  Much 

less  than  this  would  endanger  the  stability  of 
the  paper  systems  in  Great  Britain. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says, 
that  the  manufacturing  class  in  that  country  is 
inconsiderable — that  the  American  consump- 
tion is  not  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  exports 
of  British  manufactures.  My  friend’s  error 
consists  in  separating  that  class  from,  and  car- 
rying it  against  the  whole  mass  of  British  po- 
pulation. It  is  unfair,  in  estimating  its  con- 
sequence, to  look  only  to  the  divided  effect  of 
which  it  is  capable.  It  ought  to  be  viewed  as 
a co-operating  portion  or  opposition.  In  that 
country  there  will  always  eixstan  opposition. 

And  the  question  is,  what  quantum  of  weight 
will  be  thrown,  by  the  discontents  of  the  manu- 
facturers, into  the  scale  of  that  opposition, 
which;  is  made  up  a£ the  friends  of  Irish  eman- 
cipation—the  friends  of  parliamentary  reform 


ion  only  ? Cut  off  as  she  has  been  from 
a market  for  her  cotton,  where  would  she  have 
found  the  means  to  pay  for  foreign  articles  ? 
The  immutable  laws  of  trade  would  have  creat- 
ed for  that  state  a natural  non  importation,*!!* 
the  legislature  had  not  prescribed  it.  If  it  be 
urged  that  she  has  enjoyed  in  her  rice  and  in- 
digo (though  the  culture  of  this  latter  article 
has  almost  ceased)  some  export  trade,  it  is  no 
less  true  that  she  has  had  the  benefit  of  a cor- 
responding, and  probably  an  equivalent  trade 
in  importation  from  other  countries  than  Great 
Britain. 

It  was  remarkable  to  observe  the  inconsis- 
tency of  the  opponents  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem. Sometimes  it  was  said  to  operate  ex- 
clusively on  the  mercantile  class.  Then  it  was 
the  agricultural  class  that  bore  its  whole  bur- 
then. He  admitted  that  if  the  export  trade 
Were  limited  in  the  manner  he  had  suggested, 
this  system  would  ultimately  re  act  upon  ag- 
riculture.  It  was,  however,  but  a temporary 
sacrifice,  which  that  class  was  prepared  to 
make  for  the  permanent  freedom  of  trade.. — 
We  had  heard  of  j>o  complaints — received  no 
petitions  from  that  quarter.  The  great  agri- 
•those  who  are  opposed  to  the  continental  j cultural  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  simi- 


war,  and  that  system  of  corruption  and  bur- 
then o f taxes  existing  in  that  country.  He  be- 
lieved, if  persisted  in,  the  restrictive  s}Tstem, 
aiding  the  war,  would  break  down  the  present 
ministry,  and  lead  to  a consequent  honorable 
peace. 

The  gentleman  deplores  the  gloom  and  dis- 
tress which  hover  over  our  cities,  and  which 
he  attributes  to  the  restrictive  system.  Indeed 
hada  stranger,  unacquainted  with  their  actual 
condition,  heard  his  lamentations,  he  would 
have  concluded  that  the  melancholy  state  of 
ruins,  which  they  present,  is  but  little  short 
of  that  of  the  famed  Balbee  and  Palmyra.  But 
what  is  the  fact  ? Their  growth  and  prospe- 
rity are  without  example.  Where  are  to  be 
found  your  magnificent  palaces — your  splen- 
did equipages — your  sumptuous  villas — -all  the 
luxury  of  wealth  ? In  these  same  pining,  de- 
solated cities*  and  their  vicinities.  It  was, 
however  due  to  candor  to  say,  that  perhaps 
next  to  New  Orleans,  the  city  of  Charleston 
(of  which  his  friend  was  the  representative) 
lias  suffered  more  than  any  other  by  the  shac- 
kles upon  commerce.  But  he  denied  th^  it 
resulted  from  the  measures  of  our  government. 
No,  the  gentleman  has  mistaken  the  cause  of 
the  disease.  It  flowed  from  the  anti  neutral 
edicts.  It  proceeded  from  cutting  off  the 
market  for  the  staple  commodity  of  South 
-Carolina.  If  it  be  true,  as  he  had  already  ad- 
mitted it  was,  that  an  export  trade,  could  not 
exist  without  an  import  trade,  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  was  no  less  undeniable.  Sup- 
pose then  tiie  non-importation  law  not  to  have 
existed,  how  would  Charleston  or  South  Ca- 
rolina have  been  able  to  sustain  a trade  in  im- 


lar  sections,  were  patient  and  patriotic.  The 
time  when  it  was  proposed  to  relinquish  this 
system,  was  not  less  impolitic  than  the  propo- 
sition itself.  If  the  benefits  expected  from  it 
were  even  doubtful,  this  certainly  was  the  pe- 
riod best  calculated  to  test  its  value.  Perhaps 
at  this  moment  the  fate  of  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope is  decided,  and  the  french  emperor  may 
be  dictating  the  law  from  Moscow.  The  Bri- 
tish trade  shut  out  from  the  Baltic — excluded 
from  the  continent  of  Europe— possibly  expel- 
led the  Black  Sea — perishing  in  South  Ame- 
rica— its  illicit  avenue  to  the  United  Slates, 
through  Canada,  closed  ; was  this  the  period 
for  throwing  open  our  market,  by  abandoning 
our  restrictive  system  ? 

He  would  next  proceed  to  examine  the  el  aim 
of  the  petitioners  to  relief.  And  here  he  felt 
himself  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  he  had 
never  been  more  embarrassed  in  the  consider^ 
ation  of  any  subject  whatever.  He  was  im- 
pelled on  the  one  hand,  by  an  almost  irresi stir 
ble  disposition  to  grant  the  relief  asked  for  ; 
and,  on  the  other,  he  had  the  strongest  com 
viction  of  theutility  of  the  restrictive  system, 
and  the  necessity  of  clinging  to  it.  The  diffi- 
culty lay  in  reconciling  an  act  of  liberality  to 
individuals  with  the  public  interest.  Their  case 
undoubtedly  presented  powerful  pretensions 
to  the  generosity  of  government.  What  was 
it  ? The  repeal  of  bur  non  importation  law 
had  been  made  to  depend  upon  the  revocation 
of  the  orders  in  council.  If  they  were  so  re- 
voked or  so  modified  as  that  they  ceased  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  the  president  was 
required  to  declare  the  feet,  by  his  proclama- 
tion* and  tlje$  our  law  ceased.  It  wais 
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ferial  whether  Great  Britain  repealed  or  mo- 
dified her  orders.  It  was  immaterial  what 
was  the  manner  of  repealing  or  modifying 
them.  All  that  our  law  demanded  was,  whe- 
ther the  one  or  the  other,  in  whatever  form 
the  repeal  or  modification  was  ordained,  that 
the  repealing  nr  modifying  instrument  should 
produce  a given  effect.  It  was  not  to  be  de- 
ified that  the  order  of  the  prince  regent  of  the 
23d  of  June  last  w'ould  have  produced  this  ef- 
fect. It  satisfied  our  law.  It  was  quite  a dif- 
ferent question,  whether  independent  of  the 
law,  it  was  such  an  abandonment  of  their  sys- 
tem as  he  would  require.  He  entertained  no 
doubt  that  it  would  have  been  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  chief  magistrate,  if  the  two  coun- 
tries had  remained  at  peace,  to  have  issued  the 
proclamation  enjoined  by  our  law.  He  would 
have  had  no  discretion  upon  the  subject.  He 
had  only  to  look  at  the  operation  of  the  prince 
regent's  order,  and  it  was  such  as  our  lawr 
had  required.  Mr.  C.  did  not  doubt  that  the 
British  government  intended,  by  the  condition 
with  which  it  was  coupled,  to  urge  hereafter 
our  implied  consent  to  those  orders  in  council, 
whenever  it  might  determine  to  revive  them. 
But  the  president  would  not  have  been  restrain- 
ed, by  any  such  sinister  design,  from  the  per- 
formance of  a positive  duty.  In  the  case  of 
the  arrangement  first  with  Mr.  Erskine,  and 
afterwards  with  the  French  government,  the 
manner  in  which  the  aggressive  edicts  of  the 
respective  countries  were  discontinued,  was 
far  from  being  unexceptionable.  The  presi- 
dent, however,  looking  to  the  substance  of 
things,  issued  on  both  those  occasions  his  pro- 
clamation, and  he  was  right  in  doing  so.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  the  American  merchant  or  his 
agent  in  England,  prior  to  a knowledge  there 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  adverted  to  the  terms 
of  the  law,  the  practice  of  our  government  on 
similar  occasions,  or  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster,  he  would 
have  been  equally  brought  to  the  conclusion 
■that  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  in 
England,  would  have  been  followed  by  the  re- 
peal here  of  our  non-importation  law.  Under 
these  circumstances  shipments  were  made* — 
And  what  puts  the  question  beyond  dispute  is, 
that  the  president,  in  the  message  delivered  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session,  has  said 
that  the  order  of  revocation  was  susceptible  of 
explanations  satisfying  this  government. 

Mr.  C.  thought,  that  in  all  cases  where  the 
departure  of  the  Vessels  from  British  ports, 
was  prior  to  a knowledge  there  of  the  war,  re- 
lief ought  tu  be  afforded.  Official  informa- 
tion of  that  event,  it  appears,  was  received  on 
the  1st  August.  The  shipments  made  prior 
to  that  tijne,  were  made  when  the  repeal  of 
our  law  might  ,have  been  fairly  anticipated, 
and  under  ignorance  of  its  continued  existence. 
A still  stronger  class  of  cases  is  that  which 
consist  of  purchasers  prior  to  the  2d  February, 
ihll  They  bought  when  the  trade  was  un- 


restricted, and  of  course  violated  neither  the 
prohibitory  provisions  of  the  law,  nor  fhepo* 
licy  of  the  government.  When,  by  the  pre- 
sident’s proclamation  of  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1810,  it  became  unlawful  to  introduce 
their  goods  subsequent  to  the  2d  Gf  February, 
they  abstained  from  their  introduction. — 
Whilst,  they  ordered  their  goods  not  to  be  ship- 
ped from  Great  Britain,  and  thus  abided  by 
and  conformed  to  the  law,  as  good  citizens, 
others  violated  the  law  and  introduced  their 
goods  aft  er  the  2d  of  F ebruary,  1811  These 
were  relieved  from  the  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties which  they  incurred  by  the  law  of  the  ensu- 
ing menth,  prescribing  as  the  rule,  the  time  of 
departure  from  the  British  ports  and  not  the  ar- 
rival in  America  of  the  vessel.  Shall  we  then 
thus  suffer  the  violators  of  the  law  to  escape, 
and  punish  its  observers  ? 

With  regard  to  all  who  shipped  after  the 
1st  of  August,  the  plea  of  ignorance  of  the 
continuance  of  the  non  importation  cannot  be 
urged.  They  knew  they  were  acting  contra- 
ry to  law.  They  were  fully  apprized  of  the 
fact  too,  that  this  house  had  refused,  before 
the  declaration  of  w ar,  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tions of  the  law.  They  were  probably  also 
informed,  that  after  that  event,  propositions 
to  repeal  and  modify  it  were  rejected.  The 
state  ofw7ar  itself  rendered  the  trade  unlawful. 
It  w7as  in  vain  to  say  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  violate  the  law.  It  w as  a palpable,  wilful, 
undisguised  violation.  Remit  the  forfeitures 
in  their  case,  and  your  law  is  virtually  repeal- 
ed. What  is  the  present  course  of  the  trade, 
said  Mr.  C.  to  the  peninsula  ? It  is  to  place 
American  capital  in  Great  Britain,  which  i» 
constantly  accumulating  there.  Its  return  can 
only  be  effected  in  British  oommodities.-r- 
Having  said  to  one  class  of  shippers,  after  the 
war  that  they  shall  be  exonerated^  how  wfill 
you  hereafter  refuse  another  when  they  shall 
present  themselves  before  you  ? Precedents 
are  dangerous.  The  human  mind,  in  a state 
of  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  was  prone  to 
take  refuge  under  them.  Remit  in  all  cases 
as  had  been  contended  for,  and  you  let  in  a 
flood,  deluging  the  empire  of  the  tew,  against 
which  your  utmost  wisdom  and  sagacity 
will  be  unable  to  -provide  a competent  em- 
bankment. 

As  to  the  ^erms  on  which  relief  was  to  be 
afforded  or  withheld,  he  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion, that  there  ought  to  be  no  conditions— *- 
The  law  ought  to  be  enforced  or  not.  He 
thought  a compromise  in  the  case  dangerous 
and  undignified.  Indeed  he  felt  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  an  equivalent.  Already  are  our 
laws  too  openly  violated  or  fraudulently  elud- 
ed. Shall  we  degrade  ■ them  still  farther,  by- 
carrying  them  into  the  market,  and  fixing  a 
price  upon  their  violation  ? Extend  the  prin  i 
cipie  of  an  equivalent  from  cases  of  prohi- 
bition merely,  to  instances  of  moral  turpi- 
tude— to  felony  and  homicide  ; and  every 
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gentleman  will  see  and  feel  its  enormity. — 
No,  Sir,  let  us  not  pollute  our  hands  with  this 
guilt. 

The  proposed  equivalent  contemplates  tak- 
ing from  the  merchant  his  extraordinary  pro- 
lit  ; leaving  him  the  ordinary  profit ; — fixing, 
therefore  a rule  for  future  violations.  Now 
the  ordinary  profit  is  exactly  that  witn  which 
the  merchant,  in  a regular  course  of  trade  will 
be  contented.  He  will  trade  with  alacrity 
under  the  firm  of  the  United  States  and  Go. 
if  you  will  leave  him  his  customary  profits, 
taking  only  the  excess.  Rut  he  would  ask,  it 
the  firm  gets  into  complete  operation,  what 
would  become  of  the  extra  profit  ? Holding 
the  opinion  that  he  did,  in  favor  of  the  law  of 
non  importation,  lie  felt  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  defending  it  no  loss  against  the  open 
assaults  of  its  avowed  enemies,  than  the  ef- 
fects of  the  principle  contended  for  by  its  pro- 
fessed friends.  He  was  alone  the  solitary, 
(he  feared  feeble)  advocate  of  the  law.  The 
consequence  of  a general  remission  of  the  for- ! 
feitures  was  its  virtual  repeal.  The  conse- 
quence also  of  the  equivalent  contended  for,  by 
fixing  as  a standard  the  extraordinary  profit, 
was  its  virtual  repeal.  He  was  for  a remis- 
sion in  the  specified  cases,  where  remission 
appeared  to  him  to  be  due — -He  was  for  an 
enf  orcement  of  the  law  in  all  other  cases — He 
was  opposed  to  tfie  establishment,  of  a princi- 
ple, which  if  practised  upon  and  he  did  not  see 
how  it  was  not  to  be,  if  once  adopted,  under  the 
delusive  idea  of  taking  the  extraordinary  pro- 
fit, most  completely  prostrated  the  law. 

But  this  principle  of  an  equivalent  was  un- 
just or  impracticable  in, operation,  One  mer- 
chant has  imported  a gainful  cargo,  another  a 
loosing  one.  The  same  merchant  has  import- 
ed one  parcel  of  merchandize  on  which  he  has 
made  profit,  and  another  on  which  he  has  sus- 
tained a loss — will  you  estimate  the  profit  on- 
ly, or  take  into  view  both  profit  and  loss  - 
How,  can  you  adapt  any  general  ru,le  to  this 
variety  of  cases.  Again — The  extraordinary 
profits  made  upon  the  late  importations  result 
from  the  demand  being  greater  than  the  sup- 
, ply.  They  will  be  divided  between  the  impor- 
ter, the  jobber  and  the  retailer.  Will  each 
,be  compelled  to  relinquish  his  portion  ? And 
if  not,  upon  what  principle  of  equality  canyou 
take  from  the  one  and  not  the  other  ? If  it 
be  urged,  that  the  importers  only  have  vio- 
lated the  law,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
others  are  in  the  condition  of  accessories  after 
the  fact. 

He  would  touch  an  incidental  , question 
which  had  been  started,  and  cease  with,  he 
feared,  bis  unprofitable  discourse.  It  had  been 
questioned,  whether  Congress  had  the  power 
to  remit  the  moiety  of  forfeitures  claimed  by 
the  officer  making  the  seizure.  The  law. 
which  creates  the  forfeiture,  reserves  the  un 
qualified  power  of  remitting  the  whole  or  any 


part  It  is  true,  that  it  .has  vested  that  power, 
for  convenience  sake,  in  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Congress  may ,\ however,  abolish 
that  office  entirely,  and"  place  all  its  func- 
tions in  some  new  institution,  or  without  abo- 
lishing the  office,  it  may  transfer  the  remitting 
power,  or  resume  it  themselyes.  In  all  these 
instances,  it  would  be  a mere  change  of  tribu 
nal.  The  principles  which  would  guide  in  a 
aecision  of  the  question  of  remission,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  would  be  those  of  justice,  and 
that  is  all  the  parties  affected  have  a right  to 
expect.  If  there  he  cases  in  England,  Where 
the  crown  is  supposed  not  to  be  authorized  to 
remit  the  informer’s  part  of  a penalty,  be  ap- 
prehended, on  investigation,  it  would  be  found 
to  proceed  from  the  power  of  remission  not 
being  reserved  to  the  government  in  the  law 
denouncing  the  penalty,  as  it  is  in  our  laws. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  submitting  the  follow- 
ing resolution 

“ Iiesolved,  That  as  far  as  respected  the  cases 
of  citizens  of  the  United  htates,  who  purchas- 
ed goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  the  growth, 
production  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain, 
prior  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811 — and  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  shippied  si- 
milar goods  between  the  23d  day  of  June,  and 
1st  of  Aug.  18*2,  the  petitioners  ought  to  be 
relieved  by  a remission  of  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  which  they  have  incurred,  upon  pay- 
ment of  legal  costs  ; and  that  on  all  other 
cases  of  the  petitioners,  a recovery  of  the  for-* 
feitures  and  penalties  incurred  ought  to  be  eii 
forced.” 


Debate  on  the  Loan  Bill. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEB.  IT. 

Mr.  Gaston,  (N.  C.)  Mr.  Chairman,  Ifear  I am 
about  to  engage  in  a very  injudicious  attempt 
—I  fear  that  the  patience  of  the  committee 
is  exhausted,  and  that  it  would  be  idle  to  hope 
for  their  attention.  It  was  originally  my  wish 
to  claim  their  notice  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
debate  : but  I found  this  wish  was  not  to  be 
effected  but  by  a competition  for  the  floor,  arid 
I thought  such  a competition  not  justified  by 
the  nature  of  the  remarks  which  I had  to  sub- 
mit. Under  these  impressions  I had  made  up 
my  mind  to  wait  until  some  favorable  unoc- 
cupied interval  should  be  presented ; and  I 
should  not  now  have  presumed  to  anticipate 
other  gentlemen  who  seem  disposed  to  address 
you,  but  for  some  extraordinary  observatioris 
which  have  just  been  uttered,  and  which  in  my 
opinion  demand  immediate  animadversion. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  has 
this  moment  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Grundy) 
seems  a little  sore  that  his  doctrine  of  moral 
treason,  which  he  promulgated  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, should  have  been  so  vehemently  oppug- 
ned by  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  he  had 
compiled  it,  I am  not  of  the  number  of  those/ 
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Mr.  Chairman,  who  have  deemed  this  doc-  insurrections,  riots,”  &,c.  The  design  of  thf, 
trine  worthy  of  examination.  As  originally  act  is  unequivocal — it  is  to  check  and  punish 
understood,  it  was  so  preposterous  and  so  re  . incipient  treason  before  it  has  manifested  it- 
pugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  self  in  actual  war  against  the  nation.  It  was 
that  every  intelligent  freeman  found  its  refuta-| altogether  unnecessary,  if  there  had  been  any 
tion  in  the  corisciousness  of  his  own  liberty. — common  law  applicable  in  the  courts  of  ti  c 
By  subsequent  explanations  and  definitions  it:  United  States;  for  in  every  government  under 
has  been  so  attenuated  and  subtilized,  th at  wh at;  heaven  the  acts  which  it  describes  are  made 

punishable,  A doubt  whether  the  common 
law  had  a federal  existence  alone  occasioned 
the  passing  of  the  law.  Yet  we  are  gravely 
asked,  if  in  the  year  1708,  men  had  combined 
together  to  dissuade  persons  from  lending 
money  to  the  government,  or  from  enlisting 
in  the  army  ; whether  they  could  not  have 
been  punished  under  this  law  ? N o,  sir — No, 
sir.  There  was  not  a prosecuting  officer  in 
the  United  States  so  ignorant  of  his  duty  as  to 
dare  to  bring  forward  ap  indictment  upon  such 
a pretext. 

To  the  next  section  of  this  abused  act  the 
gentleman  has  given  an  interpretation  as  des- 
titute of  plausibility  even  as  his  exposition  of 
the  first  section.  To  find  a warrant  for  his 
doctrine  of  moral  treason,  or  to  lessen  its 


was  never  distinct  now  almost  eludes  percep- 
tion. According  to  the  last  attempt  at  expo 
sition,  if  it  have  any  meaning,  it  would  seem 
to  embrace  systematic  efforts  to  persuade  capi- 
talists not  to  lend  money,  and  the  unthinking 
youth  not  to  enlist  as  soldiers  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  Canada.  His  denunciations  of 
such  a system — of  the  existence  of  which  I 
know  nothing  ; and  which,  if  it  exist,  is  inno- 
cent or  criminal  according  to  the  motives  from 
which  it  springs — pass  by  one  altogether  un- 
heeded. But  his  unfounded  imputations  upon 
some  of  the  best  men  and  truest  patriots  of  the 
country*;  and  his  attempt  to  support  his  doc 
trine  by  their  example  ought  to  be  repelled, 
and  a very  short  notice  will  suffice  for  that 
purpose. 

The  gentleman  has  referred  to  the  act  ofj  odium  by  casting  reproach  on  others,  the  gen- 
l4t.h  July,  1798,  the  much  misreprepresent&djtleman  has  charged  that  this  section  subject 
and  abused  sedit  ion  law.  It  is  difficult  for  me  ed  to  indictment  and  punishment  the  publica 
to  express  my  astonishment  at  the  construe-  j tion  of  scandalous  and  malicious  writings  a- 
tion  which  he  affixes  to  the  first  section  of  this!  gainstthe  government,  although  they  might  be 
act.  Need  we  wonder  at  any  error,  however! true — and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  third 


gross,  at  any  prejudice,  however  irrational, 
prevailing  in  respect  to  party  measures  and 
party  opinions,  when  we  find  a professional 
gentleman  assigningtoa  law  ameaning  which, 
but  for  what  we  have  heard,  would  have  been 
pronounced  impossible  on  the  part  of  any  man 
of  ordinary  good  sense  ? The  first  section  of 
this  law  declares,  that  if  any  persons  shall  con- 
spire together  with  intent  to  oppose  any  mea- 
sures of  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  pursuance  of  such  intent  shall  counsel, 
or  attempt  to  procure  insurrections,  riots  &e 


section  of  the  act,  which  his  predecessor  mov- 
ed in  the  House  of  Representatives  after  Hie 
bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  the  truth  would 
have  afforded  no  defence  on  an  indictment  for 
a libel  against  the  goverment.  Sir,  this  po- 
sition is  utterly  untenable — No  part  of  it  is 
true.  The  gentleman  must  be  presumed  to 
know,  and  ought  to  recollect,  that  when  an 
offence  is  created  by  statute,  every  word  of 
the  description  of  the  offence  is  material  and 
essential.  What  are  the  words  describing  the 
offence  ? 1 If  any  person  shall  write,  print  or 


they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor  publish  any  false,  scandalous  and  malicious 
punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Can 


writing  against  the  government,  &c.’ 


It 


is  a 


it  be  necessary  to  ask  what  was  meant  in  this  necessary  part  of  the  offence  that  the  writing 
law  by  the  expression  “ with  intent  to  oppose  should  be  false.  If  it  be  not  false,  then  the 
any  measures  of  the  government  ?”  To  op-  crime  has  not  been  committed,  the  law  lias 
pose,  in  its  plain  original  sense,  necessarily  im-  not  been  broken,  and  punishment  cannot  be 
plies  physical  resistance — the  exercise  o.f  force,  inflicted.  Why,  then,  I may  he  asked,  was 
It  is  metaphorically  used  indeed,  to  signify  dis  the  third  section,  moved  by  the  gentleman’s 


suation,  as  the  word  to  combat  is  applied  to 
denote  a controversy  in  argument ; and  a law 
prohibiting  single  combats  might  as  well  be 
interpreted  to  forbidcontroversies  iji  discourse, 
as  a law  prohibitingopposition  to  the’measures 
of  government  construed  to  interdict  the  ex- 
pression of  honest  opinions  that  may  retard 
their  operations.  But  the  act  is  still  more  ex- 
plicit. To  ■constitute  crime  it  requires  not  on- 
ly that  the  persons  should  combine  “ with  in- 
tent to  oppose  the  measures  of  government,” 
but  that  in  pursuance  of  such  intent  they  should 
•proceed  to  “ counsel  or  attempt  to  procure 
Sup.  Vox,.  V.  • * * $ £ 


predeoessor,  inserted  in  the  law7?  The  an- 
swer is,  to  avoid  all  cavil,  all  real  or  pretended 
doubt,  all  foundation  for  the  charge  that  would 
have  beenmadehad  it  been  rejected.  It  might 
have  been  pretended  that  on  an  indictment  for 
libel  at  common  law  the  truth  or  falshood  of 
the  charge  was  not  a matter  of  enquiry  before 
the  jury,  so  on  an  indictment  for  libel  under 
this  act,  notwithstanding  its  plain  words,  the 
falshood  of  the  publication  wras  not  material 
to  constitute  the  offence  ; and  had  the  pro- 
posed amendment  been  rejected,  from  the 
specimen  we  have  this  day  had  of  tke  cv>Xrg£ 
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of  legal  thinging  of  one  of  the  bar  of  Tennes-  poses  : it  is  avowedly  not  necessary  except  lc‘ 
see,  there  is  a moral  certainty  that  the  lawicarry  on  the  scheme  of  invasion  and  conquest 
would  have  been  there  stigmatized  as  design-  against  the  Canadas.  To  this  scheme  I have 
ed  to  prohibit  the  publication  of  truth.  To  (never  been  a friend;  but  to  its  prosecution 
adopt  the  amendment  removed  all  pretext  for]  no  to,  I have  invincible  objections,  founded  cn 


such  a misrepresentation  It  was  accordingly 
incorporated  into  the  law  ; and  to  shew  that 
it  was  not  introductory  of  aUy  new  principle, 
it  was  expressed  as  a declaratory  of  the  pre- 
ceding section,  4 And  be  it  enacted  and  declar- 
ed, that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant, 
on  trial,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  his  defence,  the 
truth  of  the  matter  charged  is  a libel.’  No, 
sir,  the  idea  of  punishing  truth  when  publish- 
ed against  the  officers  of  the  government  was 
reserved  until  .more  recent  times — until  the 
abused  sedition  law  had  expired,  and  the  cham- 
pions of  a free  press  were  safely  fixed  in  pow- 
er. Surely  the* gentleman  has  not  been  so  in- 
attentive to  the  course  of  public  proceedings  as 
never  to  have  heard  of  the  case  of  Harry  Cros- 
well.  He  for  an  alleged  libel  on  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Was  indicted  at  common  law,  not  under  the 
horrible  sedition  act ; he  was  permitted  to 
prove  jthe  truth  of  his  publication,  and  was 
thus  convicted  ! 

I have  done,  sir,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  his  moral  treason,  and  his  exposi- 
tion of  the  sedition  law— and  will  endeavor  to 
call  your  attention  to  subjects  not  altogether 


considerations, of  justice,  humanity  and  nation- 
al policy.  These  objections  I wish  to  explain 
and  enforce,  and  thus  avail  myself  of  an  oppor 
tunity  of  disfcussing  some  ©f  the  most  interest- 
ing topics  which  grow  out  of  the  alarming 
state  of  the  nation.  I fear  that  all  I can  do 
will  avail  nothing  ; but,  sir,  representing  a 
respectable  portion  of  the  American  people 
who  are  suffering  with  peculiar  severity  from 
the  pressure  of  this  unfortunate  and  mismana- 
ged wtir  ; who,  with  me,  believe  no  good  is 
grew  out  of  it,  and  who  apprehend,  from  its 
continuance,  evils,  compared  with  which  all 
they  have  yet  suffered  are  but  trifles  light  a9 
air — I should  be  unfaithful  to  them  and  my- 
self if  I did  not  interpose  my  best  efforts  to 
arrest  the  downhill  career  of  ruin.  In  per- 
forming this  duty,  I shall  certainly  say  the 
things  I do  think.  Endeavoring  to  use  such 
language  only  as  is  consistent  with  self-respect 
and  decency  towards  those  who  diffe-  from  me 
in  opinion,  I mean  freely  to  exercise  the  right 
which  belongs  to  my  sta  tion. 

Right ! did  I say,  sir  ? The  expression  is 
inaccurate  ; once  indeed  there  did  exist  in 


so  foreign  from  the  bill  upon  the  table.  The  j this  house  the  right  of  free  discussion.  It  was 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  authorize  a loan  to  the] once  deemed  a constitutional  privilege  for 
government  of  the  United  States.  The  pre-ievery  member  to  bring  forward  any  proposi- 
cise  proposition  before  you  is  to  declare  what  Ition  be  deemed  beneficial  to  the  country,  and 
sum  shall  be  borrowed;  ‘ twenty-five  millions]  support  it  by  whatever  arguments  be  could  ad- 
of  dollars.’  Enormous  as  isthe  addition  which  duce ; to  offer  amendments  to  the  propositions 
is  thus  proposed  to  be  made  to  our  debts,  j of  others,  so  as  to  render  them,  in  his  judgment, 
could  it  be  shown  to  be  necessary  to  accom-  more  unexceptionable:  and  to  state  the  rea~ 
plish  a ny  purposes  demanded  by  the  honor  and  jsons  of  his  dissent  from  any  measure  on  which 
welfare  of  the  country,  it  assuredly  would  meet  jhe  was  called  to  vote,  and  endeavor  to  impress 


with  no  opposition  from  me.  Is  a loan  want 
ed,  or  revenue  required  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  pay  off  its  just  engagements  ? to  give 


his  opinion  on  others.  N©  doubt  a vast  por- 
tion of  the  good  people  of  this  republic  yet  be- 
lieve that  sucli  is  the  course  of  proceedings 


security  and  protection  to  any  part  of  our  ter-  here.  Little  do  they  dream  of  the  compli 
ritory.  or  any  portion  of  our  citizens?  to  af-?cated  machinery,  by  means  of  which  every 
ford  to  our  gallant  navy  (that  precious  relict] privilege  except  that  of  thinking,  is  made  to 
of  better  days)  such  encouragement  and  exten-j  depend  on  the  pleasure  oftbe  country, the  whim 
sioh-as  may  enable  it  more  effectually  to  vin-'oftlie  majority.  By  certain  interpolations  in 
dicate  our  rights  on  the  element  where  they ! to  our  practice,  but  which  no  where  shew  their 
have  been  assailed  ? My  voice  and  assistance  j hideous  front  in  our  written  code,  the  system- 
shall  be  cheerfully  rendered  to  obtain  them,  j of  suppressing  the  liberty  of  speech  is  brought 
Let  the  present  proposition  be  withdrawn,  and!  to  a degree  of  perfection  that  almost  astonish- 
let  it  be  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  such  sum  jes  its  authors.  A gentleman  wishes  to  bring 
as  shallbe  adequate  to  supply  any  deficiency  forward  an  original  proposition — be  mustt  first 
of  revenue  wanted  for  these  purposes,  and  L state  it,  and  obtain  permission  from  a majori 
Will  second  the  motion,  Nay,  sir,  should  the  ty  of  the  house,  to  let  it  be  considered,  before 
present  proposition  be  rejected,  (for  while  it  is  I he  can  shew  the  propriety  of  adopting  it,  qr 
pending  a smaller  sum  cannot  be  moved)  and! ask  even  for  a decision  upon  it.  Thus  is  an 


the  state  of  our  finances  should  come  forward 
with  a further  proposition,  I will  myself  un- 
dertake to  move  the  sum  which  snail  appear 


upc 

none  of  those  who  are  most  conversant  with]  nibilated  the  right  of  originating  a proposition. 


But  a proposition  is  originated  by  others,  it  is, 
passed  through  the  ordeal  of  consideration, 
and  he  is  desirous-of  amending  its  defects,  or 


competent  to  effect  all  these  objects.  But,  sir,  of  exposing  its  impropriety.  This  is,  perhaps 
this  enormous  sum  is  wanted  not  for  these  pur-j  deemed  inconvenientby  the  majority.  It  may 
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«gjve  them  trouble,  or  bring  forward  a discus^ 
s&on  which  they  do  not  wish  the  people  to  hear, 
or  detain  them  too  long  from  their  dinners — 
a new  species  of  legerdemain  is  resorted  to. — 
The  previous  question,  utterly  perverted  from 
its  original  and  legitimate  use,  is  demanded  : 
the  demand  is  supported  by  a majority.  In  an 
instan  t all  t lie  proposed  amend  ments  di  sappear ; 
.every  tongue  is  so  fettered,  that  it  can  utter 
but  ayepr  no,  and  the  proposition  becomes  a 
law  without  deliberation,  -without  correction, 
and  without  debate.  And  this  process  is  call- 


It  is  very  far  from  my  design  to  enter  into  a 
particular  enquiry  as  to  the  origin  of  this  wrar*r 
asto  its  causes  whether  technical  orreal.  Such 
an  enquiry  would  present  a themetoo  important 
and  too  extensive  to  be  taken  up  as  collateral  or 
subsidiary  to  some  other  investigation.  At  tha 
present  moment,  too,  it  is  not  so  essential  t<v 
know7  how  this  war  has  been  produced,  as  it  is 
to  ascertain  how  it  may  be  speedily  and  fairly 
broughtto  a close-^So  far  only  as  a knowledge 
of  the  prigin  andcauses  of  this  war  may  be  use- 
ful in  producing  this  result, i si  tiny  purpose now 


ed  legislation  ! And  the  hall  in  wThich  these  j to  consider  them, 
goodly  things  are  transacted  is  sometimes  | An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
termed  the  temple  of  liberty  ! Sir,  this  pro- llina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  claims  for  this  war  the 
cedure  must  be  corrected,  or  freedom  is  re  .character  of  defensive.  He  has  properly  rq- 
jefited  from  her  citadel,  and  wounded  in  h.er| marked  that  a w ar  defensive  in  its  origin  may 
very  vitals.  Inconveniences  also  result  to  the;  be  offensive  in  its  operations,  and  of  conse-. 
majority  from  this  tyranical  exercise  of  power,!  quei\ce  that  its  character  is  not  defined  bythe 
sufficient,  perhaps, to  counterbalance  all  the  be-jnature  of  these  operations.  But,  sir,  he  is  in- 
correct in  supposing  that  its  character  is  to  be 
tested  by  the  motive  which  occasioned  its  in- 
stitution. War  is  offensive  or  defensive,  sim- 
ply as  it  is  instituted  by  or  against  a nation. — 
It  is  an  appeal  to  force  to  decide  controversies 
between  sovereigns  who  admit  of  no  other  tri- 
bunal to  determine  their  rights.  There  is  a 
perfect  analogy  in  this  respect  between  nations 
at  war,  and  individuals  litigating  in  a court  of 
justice.  He  wTho  commences  the  process  is 
the  actor.  He  w7ho  is  summoned  to  the  con- 
troversy has  the  defensive  part,  and  it  isfo 
this  view  immediately  immaterial  whether  the 
motive  to  litigation  be  found  in  the  honest  de-- 
sire  to  claim  what  is  due  or  in  the  malignant 
wish  to  oppress  and  defraud.  F or  the  correct- 
ness of  these  ideas,  I rely  not  on  my  own  judg- 


cefits  which  can  be  derived  from  it.  Gentle 
men  often  complain  that  the  minority  do  not 
pursue  the  practice  which  is  adopted  else- 
where. In  England,  say  they,  the  opposition 
address  the  house  and  the  nation  only  on  great 
fundamental  questions  involving  disputed  prin- 
ciples, and  do  not  hang  on  the  skirts  of  every 
bill,  fighting  the  ministry,  through  all  the  de 
tails  of  their  measures.  Why  is  not  the  same 
course  pursued  here  ? The  answer  is  obvious. 
Here  the  minority  are  not  allowed  to  bring 
forward  these  great  fundamental  questions — 
they  have  no  opportunity  of  shewing  their 
views,  except  such  as  may  be  casually  afforded 
by  some  measure  of  the  majority,  on  which 
they  are  good  natured  enough  to  allow  debate. 
Unless  they  avail  themselves  of  such  a bill  in 
©very  stage  of  it,  as  a peg  on  which  to  hang 
their  observations,  they  must  be  utterly  mute 
Thus  it  happens,  too,  that  there  is  frequently 
not  any  discernable  connection  between  the 
topics  discussed,  and  the  subject  supposed  to 
be  under  debate.  Perhaps  the  very  course  I 
am  pursuing  is  an  apt  illustration  of  these  facts. 
Some  weeks  since  I submitted  to  the  house 
a resolution  which  I thought  eminently  de- 
serving of  attention — a resolution  “that  pend 
ing  our  negociation  with  Great  Britain,  it  is 
inexpedient  to  prosecute  a war  of  invasion  and 
conquest  of  the  Canadas.”  This  resolution 
could  not  be  discussed,  for  the  House  would 
not  vouchsafe  to  it  a consideration.  But,  as 
on  the  proposition  now  before  you,  debate  is 
indulged,  and  has  assumed  a latitude  that 
seems  to  permit  every  thing  connected  with 
the  war,  I aih  willing  to  embrace  the  occasion 
to  support  my  favorite  proposition  to  which  a 
regular  hearing  has  been  refused.  Grateful 
even  for  this  opportunity,  I acknowledge  the 
courtesy  which  has  been  shewn  me  by  the  ma- 
jority; sorely  as  I foel  the  degradation  of  indi- 
rectly using  as  a favor  what,  as  a freeman  and 
ihe  representative  of  freemen,  I ought  openly 
$0  enjoy  as  a right,  * 


ment.  This  ought  not  without  hesitation  to 
be  opposed  to  that  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  independently  of  his  personal  claims  to 
attention  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign relations,  must  be  presumed  to  be  par- 
ticularly conversant  with,  all  the  questions 
connected  with  national  law.  A ny  person  who 
has  a curiosity  to  test  these  sentiments  by  the 
authority  of  jurists  will  find  them  explicitly 
recognized  by  Burlamaqui,  voL  2,  part  4, 
chapt.  3,  §.  5,  and  by  Vattel — b 3,  cbapt.  3 § 35 
and  37. 

Nor  let  it  be  deemed,  sir,  of  no  importance 
whether  this  war  be  called  defensive  or  offen- 
sive. It  is  always  of  moment  that  things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  names.  Many 
of  the  vices  and  most  of  the  errors  of  men  arise 
from  the  misapplication  of  terms  The  rea- 
scner,  who  uses  words  to  convey  a meaning 
variant  from  their  received  signification,  will 
probably  occasion  error,  however  precise  his 
definitions.  In  spite  of  definitions,  the  hearer 
appropriates  to  his  expressions  the  sense  whici^ 
usage  has  associated,  and  a confusion  of  id$as 
fatal  to  truth  is  the  unavoidable  consequence. 
Many  phrases  too,  besides  theirprimary  meaip 
fog,  convey  a s^copdary  sepse  of 
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tion  or  blame.  By  an  artful  use  of  those,  the 
sophist  is  enabled  to  convert  the  honest  pre- 
judices of  man,  the  guards  of  his  security,  into 
the  instruments  of  his  deception.  The  saga- 
cious Mirabeau,  than  whom  none  better  under 
stood  the  arts  which  render  the  human  under- 
standing and  passions  subservient  to  the  tyran- 
ny of  fraud,  lie  who  so  long  4 rode  in  the 
whirlwind,  and  directed  the  storm’  of  the 
most  furious  of  revolutions,  compressed  the 
elements  of  his  science  into  one  sententious 
maxim,  4 words  are  things.’  But  the  distinc- 
tion between  offensive  and  defensive  war  has 
peculiar  claims  upon  our  collection.  So  fatal 
is  war  to  the  best  interests  of  the  human  fami  - 
ly  that  a tremendous  responsibility  alway  s rests 
upon  the  nation  that  commences  it.  This  re- 
sponsibility attaches  through  all  its  stages,  and 
is  awfully  increased  into  certain  guilt  by*  the 
neglect  of  any  fair  opportunity  to  restore  the 
relations  of  peace  Besides,  the  consideration 
that  the  war  was  offensive  in  its  origin— *that 
consideration  which  emphatically  creates  the 
obligation  to  terminate  its  horrors  as  speedily 
as  justice  will  permit— will  frequently  befound 
to  present  the  greatest  obstacles  to  efforts  at 
reconciliation. 

The  advocates  for  this  war;  vieing  with  each 
other  in  zeal  for  its  justification  and  continu 
ance,  do  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion,  as  to 
Tts  causes,  or  as  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is 
.to  be  prosecuted.  The  gentleman  from  Penn, 
who  presides  over  your  judiciary  committee 
/Mr.  Ingersoll)  in  an  elaborate  argument  seems 
desirous  vo  prove  (I  am  not  certain  which) 
either  that  the  war  is  a consequence  of  the  vi- 
olation on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  of  his  fa- 
vorite principle, 4 ‘free  ships  make  free  goods,” 
br  is  to  result  in  the  establishment  of  this  prin- 
ciple. This  comprehensive  dogma  the  gen- 
tleman contends  to  be  a part  of  the  original 
Unadulterated  code  of  national  law,  coilsecra- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  strenuously  as- 
serted by  Britain  herself  in  her  dispute  with 
Spain,  in  the  year  1737,  recognised  in  her  com- 
mercial treaty  with  France  in  1786,  and  vital 
ly  essential  to  our  maritime  interests.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  whom  I yesterday 
heard  with  much  pleasure  (Mr.  Jackson)  dis- 
sents from  his  political  friend  and  declares 
that  this  maxim  has  never  been  asserted  by 


for  centuries  at  war  with  England,  lias  very 
naturally  wished  to  incorporate  this  doctrine 
into  the  law  of  nations.  Her  imperial  master 
has  adopted  it^  as  one  of  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  his  new  maritime  code,  which  he  so-? 
lemnly  promulgated  in  his  decree  of  Berlin, 
of  November  1806,  and  in  support  of  which  he 
has  used  every  violence  and  stratagem  to  array 
the  nations  of  the  world  into  one  great  mari- 
time confederacy.  At  least,  as  early  as  the 
infamous  Turreau’s  letter  of  June,  1809,  the 
executive  of  this  country  was  perfectly  ap- 
prised of  the  existence  of  such  a confederacy, 
of  the  purposes  which  it  was  to  uphold,  and 
of  the  determination  of  France  to  bribe  or 
ompel  our  accession  to  it.  The  decree  of  the 
great  protector  of  the  confederacy,  of  the  date 
of  April,  181 1,  though  probably  not  issued  till 
May,  1812,  announced  in  language  sufficiently 
distinct  that  this  claim  had  been  so  far  com- 
plied with  on  our  part  as  to  exempt  us  from 
the  further  application  of  the  penalties  of  dis- 
obedience. And  our  declaration  of  war  against 
the  sole  recusant  of  this  imperial  theory  was 
proclaimed  by  Napoleon  to  his  senate  as  a 
spirited  and  generous  exertion  to  vindicate  the 
new  religion  of  the  flag,  which,  like  the  super- 
stition of  the  sanctuary,  was  to  protect  every 
fraud  and  shelter  every  crime.  Extravagant, 
therefore,  as  the  positions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  maybe  thought  by  the  far 
greater  part  of  this  committee,  they  may  have 
more  countenance  from  the  administration 
than  is  generally  suspected,  and  on  this  account 
may  deserve  a rapid  and  transient  examination. 
The  assertion  that  by  the  general  law  of  na- 
tions the  character  of  the  vessel  gives  a cha- 
racter to  the  goods  is  unequivocally  denied. 
The  actual  reverse  of  the  assertion  is  main- 
tained by  jurists  generally,  with  a harmony 
that  forbids  doubt. 

Instead  of  detailing  thesb  opinions  separate- 
ly permit  me  to  give  the  language  of  one  who 
wished  well  to  the  gentleman’s  doctrine,  who 
had  often  carefully  explored  the  musty  volumes 
of  national  law,  and  who  was  never  apt  to  car- 
ry his  admissions  beyond  the  line  which  candor 
prescribed,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  to 
Genet,  of  21th  July,  1793,  expresses  himself 
thus.  44 1 believe  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 


by  the  general  law  of  nations,  the  goods  of  a 
©ur  government  under  any  administration  aV  friend  found  in  the  vessel  of  an  enemy  are  free, 
founded  on  the  common  law  of  nations.  Al-  and  the  goods  of  an  enemy  found  in  the  vessel 
though  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  in  this  of  a friend  are  lawful  prize.  It  is  true  thfit 
respect  unquestionably  correct,  yet  it  is  not  sundry  nations,  desirous  of  avoiding  the  incon 
certain  that  the  chairman  of  the  judiciary  veniences  of  having  their  vessels  stopped  at 


committee  is  altogether  erroneous  in  attribut- 
ing to  the  administration  an  expectation  of 
establishing  by  this  war  some  such  theory. 
That  the  neutral  flag  shall  protect  all  from 
Capture  is  a very  convenient  doctrine  for  a 
cation  frequently  at  war  with  an  adversary  of 
decidedly  superior  maritime  strength,  prance 
with,  occasional  short  intervals,  hks  been 


sea,  ransacked,  carried  into  port,  and  detained 
under  pretence  of  having  enemy’s  goods  on 
board,  have  in  many  instances,  introduced 
another  principle  between  them,  that  enemy 
bottoms  shall  make  enemy  goods,  and  that 
friendly  bottoms  shall  make  friendly  goods:  a 
principle  much  less  embarrassing  to  commerce, 
and  equal  to  all  parties  in  point  of  gain  or  losf 
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••.'but  this  is  altogether  the  effect  of  particular 
treaty  controlmg  in  special  cases  the  genera- 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore 
taking  effect  between  such  nations  only  as 
have  agreed  to  control  it.”  If  the  gentleman 
will  examine  the  treaties  to  which  he  lias  ad- 
verted, the  commercial  treaty  of  Utrecht,  be 
t rveen  England  and  France  (which  by  the  bye 
the  house  of  commons  refused  to  sanction)  and 
the  subsequent  commercial  treaty  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
via  1786,  he  will  find  the  language  on  this  head 
unequivocal.  The  arrangement  is  declared 
to  be  made  with  a view  to  prevent  the  ember 
rassments  and  dissentions  that  would  arise 


signed  another  cause  for  the  war,  in  which  he 
as  obtained  the  concurrence  of  several  of  his 
friends — the  instigation  by  the  British  govern- 
ment of  Indian  wars.  Although,  sir,  this 
theme  of  popular  declamation  has  almost  be- 
come trite,  although  the  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife  have  been  so  often  brandished 
with  rhetorical  ambi-dexterity,  that  their  ex- 
hibition almost  ceases  to  excite  interest;  yet 
far  be  it  from  me  to  think  or  speak  lightly  of 
the  cruelties  of  savage  warfare,  or  to  conceal 
my  utter  abhorrence  and  destestation  of  them. 
But  it  is  a different,  very  different  question, 
whether  the  Canadians  have  armed  the  In- 


mstigated 
his  last  charge 


without  such  an  arrangement — or,  in  other  jdians  to  join  in  defence  against  a common  in- 
words, from  the  application  of  the  principles  Ivader,  or  had,  previously  to  war, 
of  the  common  law  of  nations.  Nor  is  it  at  alljthemto  hostilities  against  us.  This 
strange  that  Britain  in  a commercial  treaty,! I do  not  believe — no  evidence  has  been  given 
from  which  she  expected  to  derive  immense;  to  warrant  it,  that  I have  yet  heard.  Over  the 
advantages,  should  acquiesce  in  such  an  ar-i  affair  of  Tippecanoe,  the  commencement  of 
rarigement  as  between  her  and  France.  Fofj  Indian  war,  there  hovers  a mystery  which 
it  is  obvious  that  no  practical  effect  could  re-j  ought  to  be  dissipated,  but  which  the  govern- 
sultfrom  it,  except  when  one  was  at  peace  and  ment  will  not  dispel.  I have  sought,  honestly 


the  other  at  war.  And  such  a state  of  things  soughtfor  information.  Of  official  there  is  little 


has  so  rarely  happened  that  its  occurrence 
might  be  numbered  among  political  impossi- 
bilities. 

The  “no  search”  clamor  in  England  of 
1 737,  which  the  gentlemen  have  produced  the 
parliamentary  debates  to  prove,  had  about  as 
much  to  do  with  the  belligerent  right  to  cap- 
ture enemy’s  property  conveyed  in  neutral 
ships,  as  the  “ no  search”  cry  made  about  30 
years  afterwards  in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes 
and  general  warrants.  The  dispute  of  1737 
with  Spain  grew  out  of  a municipal  claim  as- 
serted by  that  government  and  of  the  rigorous 
practice  of  their  Guarda  Costas  to  search  Bri- 
tish vessels  hovering  on  the  coast  of  the  Spa- 
nish colonies  for  prohibited,  articles  designed 
to  be  smuggled  into  them.  A claim  said  to 
be  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  Seville,  and  cer 
tainly  very  inconvenient  to  the  illicit  trade  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  main — and  a 
practice  enforced  with  all  that  barbarity  which 
usually  characterises  the  minions  of  custom- 
house and  revenue  tyrants  How  far  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  gentleman’s  project  would 
be  beneficial  to  this  country  is  perhaps  not  so 
clear.  At  a time  when  we  had  no  capital  to 
afford  employment  to  our  navigation,  it  cer- 
tainly would  have  been  advantageous.  But 
since  that  period  has  passed  away  the  most  en- 
lightened commercial  men  will  tell  you  they 
wish  for  no  .such  innovation.  Its  effect  would 
be,  to  give  us,  when  neutrals,  the  benefit  of 
being  among  the  carriers  of  the  commodities 
of  the  weaker  maritime  belligerent  for  freight. 
But  the  effect  of  the  old  principle  is  to  give  us 
the  profit  which  results,  not  merely  from  the 
carriage,  but  the  purchase  and  re-sales  of  these 
commodities,  with  almost  a monopoly  in  either 
market. 

The  gentlejnayi  from  Pennsylvania  has  as- 


or  none.  From  private  sources,  not  likely,  in 
this  respect  to  mislead,  (for  they  are  friendly 
to  this  war,  and  connected  with  the  western 
interest  and  feeling)  I learn  that  the  great 
cause  of  Indian  hostilities  is  to  be  found,  where 
experience  and  history  wTould  prompt  us  to 
look  for  it — is  to  be  found  in  our  cupidity  for 
their  lands,  and  their  jealousy  and  distrust  of 
our  superior  intelligence  and  force.  Indian 
wars  have  been,  until  a few  years  back,  almost 
uninterrupted  in  this  country,  both  before  and 
since  the  revolution.  They  need  no  other  in- 
stigations than  are  to  be  found  in  the  incon 
sistent  views,  interests,  claims,  passions  and 
habits  of  neighboring  yet  distinct  races  of 
people.  Sir,  general  Harrison’s  treaty  of  No- 
vember, 1809,  was  the  mine  of  the  great  Indian 
explosion.  The  Indians  complained,  I know 
not  how  justly,  that  in  that  treaty  they  w ere 
cheated  of  lands  which  the  parties  to  it  had  no 
right  to  convey,  and  never  meant  to  convey. 
There  are  gentlemen  in  this  legislature  who 
know  that  Tecumseh  immediately  afterwards 
avowed  his  fixed  purpose  to  vindicate  by  force 
and  by  an  union  of  the  fed  men  the  rights  of 
his  tribe  and  the  menaced  independence  of  the 
whole  race.  And  we  all  know  (the  fact  is  on 
record)  that  shortly  after  this  treaty  the  Bri- 
tish governor  general  of  C^iada  caused  it  to 
be  officially  communicated  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  that  the  Indians  were  me- 
ditating hostile  designs.  Sir,  the  holy  com- 
mand “thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against 
thy  neighbor”  applies  even  to  an  enemy.  I 
will  not  sanction  this  charge  without  evidence, 
nor  against  evidence,  lest  I violate  this  high 
injunction.  I am  not  a disciple  of  that  new 
moral  school  which  would  construe  this  divine 
prohibition,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Grundy)  fyas  expounded  the  command* 
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ment,  “"thou  shalt  not  kill,”  as  a mere  muni- 
cipal regulation  applying  solely  to  the  Jews! 

Bat  this  war,  say  its  advocates,  nearly  one 
and  all,  was  declared  to  protect  our  seamen 
against  impressment — in  fashionable  phrase, 
for  “ sailors’  rights.”  There  is  no  doubt,  sir, 


at  the  commencement  of  the  war-session,  No  - 
vember, 1 81 1 ,' enumerating  in  no  light  tone 
our  controversies  with  Britain,  and  recom 
mending  preparations  for  war,  the  impress- 
ment </f  seamen  was  not  remembered.  The 
secretary  of  state  was  earnestly  engaged  in  a 


that  the  conflicting  c-laimsof  the  two  countries,  correspondence  with  the  British  minister,  F os- 
en  the  subject  of  seamen,  and  the  occasional  j ter,  at  the  seat  of  government,  until  the  decla*- 
abuse  of  the  practice  of  search  for  British  sea-  jration  of  war  ; nay, until  after  it  had  passed  the 
men  on  board  American  merchantmen,  had  house  of  representatives.  The  object  of  the 
excited  serious  dissatisfaction  in  America— yet  j correspondence  avowedly,  was,  to  bring  cur  dif- 
ferences to  an  amicable  close.  But  in  this 
correspondence,  the  question  of  impressment 
finds  no  place,  except  incidentally,  not  as  a 
substantive  topic  of  discussion.  Ana  in  the 
official  communication  from  our  government 
to  our  minister  in  Russia,  stating  the  fact  of  a 
war  declared  against  Britain,  and  alleging 
its  justification  with  a view  to  be  eommunb 
cated  to  the  Russian  government— -[Mr.  Mon- 
roe’s fetter  to  J.  Q.  Adams,  of  July,  181-2.] — 
this  justification  is  rested  solely  on  the  British 
orders  in  council.  These,  then,  w ere  empha- 
tically and  exclusively  the  cause  of  wrar.  And 
had  it  not  been  for  very  many  weighty  consi  - 
derations to  he  found  in  the  state  of  the  world, 
in  the  nature  of  the  war  in  Europe,  out  of 
which  proceeded  this  violation  of  neutral 


I hazard  nothing  by  the  assertion,  that  the1 
question  of  seamen  was  not  a cause  of  this  war. 
I remember  full  well  the  characteristic  special 
pleading  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on 
this  subject,  at  the  last  session,  “that  he  really 
could  not  tell  whether,  if  the  orders  in  council 
had  been  repealed  we  should  have  gone  to 
war  about  seamen  or  not” — but,  sir,  I consider 
this  as  little  more  or  less  than  adherence  to  a 
cautious  form,  as  a protestando  by  way  of  ex- 
cluding a conclusion,  or  in  the  nature  of  the 
commencement  of  an  answer  to  a bill  in  chan- 
eery,  in  which  the  defendant  takes  care  to  save 
to  himself,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  all 
and  all  manner  of  benefit  of  exception  to  the 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  complainant’s 
allegations.  I am  aware  too,  of  the  very  con- 
spicuous blazon  which  is  given  to  our  sailors’ 
wrongs  in  the  president’s  war-message,  and  in 
the  manifesto  of  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations. But  this  proves  no  more  than  that 
when  wav  was  determined  on,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  make  out  as  strong  a case  as  pos- 
sible, either  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the 
world,  or  to  rouse  the  indignation  of  our  own 
citizens.  The  impressment  of  our  seamen  was 
grouped  in  the  picture  with  the  dearly  bought 
Henryplot,  the  at  least  dubious  excitement  of 
Indian  hostilities,  and  the  adjusted  controversy 
about  constructive  blockades. 

No,  sir,  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a 
cause  of  this  war.  More  than  five  years  had 
passed  over  since  an  arrangement  on  this  ques- 
tion perfectly  satisfactory  to  our  ministers  had 
been  made  with  Great  Britain,  but  it  pleased 
not  the  president  and  was  rejected.  Yet  du- 


rights;  in  the  conduct  of  the  other  mighty  beL 
ligerent,  her  injuries,  her  menaces  and  intri- 
gues, and  in  the  peculiar  condition  of  tbi&coun? 
try,  actually  growing  into  unexampled  pros- 
perity, under  the  very  state  of  things  of  which 
we  complained— had  it  not  been  for  these, 
and  considerations  like  these,  that,  trumpet- 
tongued,  warned  us  from  the  gulphinto  which 
we  were  about  to  plunge,  the  orders  in  council 
would  have  justified  the  resort  to  war. — At 
all  events,  they  formed  what  might  be  termed 
a sufficient  technical  cause  of  hostilities,  much 
better  than  often  figures,  with  conspicuous 
effect,  in  the  manifestos  of  princes,  under  the 
specious  names  of  justice,  independence  and 
violated  rights. — But,  sir,  scarcely  had  the 
fatal  step  been  taken,  and  the  destinies  of  our 
nation  risqued  on  the  fortune  of  the  sword,, 
when  the  obnoxious  orders  were  revoked,  the 
ring  the  whole  period  that  afterwards  elapsed’ causes  of  war  removed,  and  an  honorable  op- 
until  the  declaration  of  war,  no  second  effort  portunity  afforded  of  returning  to  the  happy 
was  made  to  adjust  this  cause  of  controversy,  state  of  peace,  commerce  and  successful  entei*- 


From  December,  1807,  with  very  short  inter- 
vals, we  waged  against  Britain  a commercial 
war  to  coerce  her  into  an  observance  of  the 
rights  we  claimed  at  her  hands.  In  every  step 
of  this  system,  whether  embargo,  non-inter- 
course or  non-importation,  we  avowed  the 
grounds  of  this  contest,  and  the  condition  on 
which  it  should  terminate — the  ordersin coun- 
cil and  their  repeal.  In  April,  1809,  the  fa: 
mous  arrangement  with  Erskine  was  made, 
hailed  by  the  well  meaning  as  a second  treaty 
of  amity  between  the  two  countries;  yet  it  con- 
tained nothing  upon  the  question  of  seamen. 
In  the  president’s  Qomnaunie^tion  to  congress, 


prize.  How  grateful  must  not  the  executive 
of  a country,  whose  policy  was  fundamentally 
pacific — how  grateful  must  it  not  have  been 
for  this  happy  rescue  from  the  horrors  of  war? 
How  rejoiced,  that  all  had  been  effected  with- 
out a struggle,  which  it  was  the  object  to  ob- 
tain by  a bloody  and  precarious  contest ! Ex- 
ulting to  shew,  that  when  it  unsheathed  the 
4word,  not  passion  but  duty  urged  the  reluo^ 
tant  deed,  surely  it  hastened  to  return  the  un- 
stained weapon  to  the  scabbard,  and  extend  the 
blessed  olive-branch  of  peace.  W as  it  so?— 
Sir,  I never  can  think  of  the  conduct  of  th^ 
executive  upon  this  occasion*  without  mingled 
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flings  of  surprise,  regret,  and  anger.  It  can-  question  of  much  importance  and  delicacy  re 
not  be  accounted  for  but  by  am  infatuation  the  rnained  to  be  settled  in  relation  to  the  search 
most  profound — an  infatuation  which  is  not  yet  for  British  seamen  on  board  our  merchant 
dissipated,  and  which  should  fill  every  breast  vessels,  and  the  occasional  impressment  of 
with  apprehensions  of  that  dreadful  result,  Americans.  Under  every  administration  of 
which  in  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  is  preceded  jour  country  this  question  had  excited  great 


interest  and  been  attended  with  much  difficulty. 
Of  late,  indeed,  it  had  in  some  degree  lost  itd 
interest,  and  partly  because  of  the  compara- 
tive rare  occurrence  of  the  practice.  The  re- 
strictive anti-commercial  system  had  expelled 
native  and  foreign  seamen  in  vast  numbers 
from  our  country  and  almost  removed  the 
temptations  to  an  exercise  of  what  the  British 
claimed  as  a maritime  right. — For  five  years 


by  the  “ darkened  counsels”  of  rulers. 

But  it  is  entirely  a mistake,  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  The  orders  in 
council  never  were  revoked;  they  were  indeed 
withdrawn,  but  under  a declaration,  asserting 
the  right  to  re-enact  them,  should  the  violence 
of  France,  acquiesced  in  by  America,  renew 
the  necessity  for  them.  Will  the  administra- 
tion, sir,  bring  forward  this  excuse?  Will  they 
take  this  ground?  No,  sir,  they  cannot,  they  before  the  war,  the  dispute  had  in  fact  slept, 
dare  not.  The  President  has  told  the  na-  Subjects  more  important  pressed  themselves 
tion,  that  the  revocation  of  the  orders  was  sub- 'on  our  notice,  and  while  these  pressed,  that 
stantially  satisfactory — in  lus  peculiar  phrase-jwas  postponed  as  a matter  of  future  arrange- 
ology,  “The  repeal  ©f  the  orders  in  council  ment.  But  out  of  these  new  subjects  aeon- 
was  susceptible  of  explanations  meeting  thejtroversy  arose  which  issued  in  war.  It  had 
just  views  of  this  government.”  How  could  j scarcely  been  declared  before  the  matter  in 
he  do  otherwise  after  his  proclamation  of  the  controversy  was  arranged  to  our  satisfaction 
2d  November  1810,  declaring  the  French  jby  the  voluntary  act  of  the  enemy.  What 


edicts  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  be  injurious  to 
our  rights  ; a proclamation  founded  solely  on 
the  letter  of  the  duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5th 
August,  promising  a revocation.  Does  the 
gentleman  recollect  the  celebrated  “ Bien  en- 
tendu,”  or  proviso  annexed  to  this  letter:  “ Pro- 
vided, that  in  consequence  of  this  declaration 
the  British  government  shall  revoke  their  or- 
ders in  council,  and  renounce  their  new  prin- 
ciples ©f  blockade,  or  America  shall  cause  her 
rights  to  be  respected,  conformably  to  the  act 
which  you  have  communicated?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman remember  the  tortuous  and  labored 
efforts  of  Mr.  secretary  Monroe  to  explain  this 
j»rovist>  into  a condition  subsequent?  To  prove 
that  it  was  designed  only  to  exert  the  right  of 
France  to  re-enact  these  decrees  if  Britain 
should  persist  in  her  orders,  and  we  forbear 
from  resisting  them?  Such  a condition  sub- 
sequently annexed  to  a promised  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees,  had  no  effect  to  impair  its 
force — but  the  same  annexed  in  terms  to  the 
actual  revocation  of  the  British  orders  renders 
it  entirely  null!  No,  sir,  the  executive  cannot 


was  our  plain  obvious  course — the  course  of 
duty  and  of  policy?  Sheath  the  sword  until 
it  is  ascertained  whether  the  dispute  which 
had  been  laid  aside  for  future  arrangement, 
and  which,  in  consequence  of  the  adjustment 
of  more  pressing  concerns,  is  now  properly 
presented  to  notice,  can  or  cannot  be  amicably 
settled.  Even  tyrants  pronounce  war  the  “ul- 
tima ratio  regum”  the  last  resort  of  princes. 
Nothing  can  justify  the  exercise  of  force  hut 
the  inability  to  obtain  right  by  other  means. 
You  had  not  supposed  your  just  claims  on  the 
subject  of  seamen  unattainable  by  negociation, 
or  you  would  not  have  reserved  them  for  years 
as  a subject  for  negociation — and  if  they  be 
thus  attainable,  how  will  ye  answer  to  God 
and  the  country  for  the  blood  and  treasure 
uselessly,  criminally  expended?  This  mode 
of  thinking,  sir,  seems  to  me  very  straight, 
and  quite  in  accordance  wi#ithe  good  old  no- 
tions of  practical  morality — besides  it  is  the 
incumbent  duty  of  him  who  seeks  justice,  first 
to  render  it.  Whatever  our  claims  on  Great 
Britain  might  have  been  in  relation  to  seamen, 


take  this  ground — his  direct  friends  will  not  she  was  not  without  her  claims  on  us.  At  a 
takeitforhim.  Inthe  emphatic  language  of  the  time  when  her  floating  bulwarks  were  her  sole 
eloquent  Junius,  this  would  indeed  “resemble 'safeguard  against  slavery,  she  could  not  view 


the  termigant  chastity  of  a prude,  who  prose- 
cutes one  lover  for  a rape,  while  she  solicits 
the  lewd  embraces  of  another.” 

But  can  it  be  urged  say,  the  gentlemen,  that 
the  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  remold 
all  our  causes  of  complaint,  and  left  us  nothing 
more  to  demand  of  the  enemy?  No,  sir,  this 
is  not  urged. — But  it  is  contended,  that  as  the 
rev<jeation  of  the  orders  in  council  removed 
the  cause  of  war,  hostilities  should  instantly 
have  been  suspended,  and  a fair  manly  effort 
made  to  settle  by  negociation  all  unadjusted 
differences  which  had  not  caused  the  war.  A 


without  alarm  and  resentment  the  warriors 
who  shoulddiave  manned  those  bulwarks  pur- 
suing a more  gainful  occupation  in  American 
vessels.  Ou,r  merchant  ships  were  crowded 
with  British  seamen;  most  of  them  deserters 
from  their  ships  of  war,  and  all  furnished  with 
fraudulent  protections  to  prove  them  Ameri- 
can. To  us  they  were  not  necessary — they 
ate  the  bread  and  bid  down  the  wages  of  na- 
tive seamen  whom  it  was  our  first  duty  to  fos- 
ter and  encourage.  To  their  own  country 
they  were  necessary,  essentially  necessary. 
They  were  wanted  for  her  defence  in  a momtfiSt 
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of  unprecedented  peril.  Ought  we  not  then,  Mr.  Russell  did  condescend  to  offer  an  ar- 


while  seeking  to  protect  our  own  seamen  from 
forced  British  service,  to  have  removed  from 
her  seamen  the  temptation  to  desert  their  coun  - 
try  and  to  supplant  ours  at  home?  W hy  need 
I ask  the  question?  Your  seamen’s  bill,  as  it  is 
called,  enacted  into  a law  since  the  war,  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  this  ought  to  have  been 
done — however  deceptivesome  of  itsprovisions 
may  appear,  its  very  principle  is  to  restore  to 
Britain  her  seamen,  and  save  our  own  from 
her  service.  Unless  you  believed  this  princi- 
ple right  it  was  the  meanest  of  degradations 
at  such  a time  to  pass  such  a law— and  if  it 
was  right,  then  you  had  justice  to  render,  as 
well  as  to  seek.  Had  you  pursued  this  plain 
path  of  right,  had  you  suspended  hostilities, 
you  would  have  consulted  also  the  tiue  policy 
of  your  country.  An  unconditional  proposition 
for  an  armistice  upon  the  revocation  of  the  or- 
ders, or  ah  unconditional  acceptance  of  the 
offer  for  an  armistice  would  have  passed  for 
magnanimity.  The  disgraces  which  have 
since  foully  distained  our  military  character 
were  not  then  anticipated.  The  world  would 
have  believed,  your  enemy  would  have  be- 
lieved that  you  suspended  your  career  of  con- 
quest because  the  war  had  owed  its  origin  not 
to  ambition,  but  to  duty — because  you  sought  . 

not  territory,  but  justice — because  you  prerer-j  disavowal — the  minister  is  not  censured — for 
red  an  honest  peace  to  the  most  splendid  vic-j  his  veryconductin  this  employment  he  is  raised 
tory.  With  the  reputation  of  having  com-!  to  the  highest  grade  of  foreign  ministers;  and, 
manded,  by  your  attitude  of  armor,  a repeal  in  spite  of  the  reluctance  of  the  senate  to  com 
of  the  offensive  orders,  you  would  have  evin-jfirm  his  nomination,  he  is  pressed  upon  them 
ced  a moderation  which  must  have  secured  the- by  the  president  until  their  assent  to  his  ap- 
: most  beneficial  arrangements  on  the  question!  pointment  is  extorted.  I dwell  not  upon  this 
of  seamen.  topic,  for  I confess  to  you  the  honest  fears 

But,  sir,  this  was  not  done.  No  armistice*  which  once  congealed  my  heart  are  now  dissi- 
eould  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  executive,  pated.  The  sun  of  national  freedom  has  burst 
unless  it  was  preceded  by  an  abandonment, for-  forth  from  behind  the  portentous  eclipse  that 
mal  or  informal,  of  the  British  claim  to  search  ?4  with  fear  of  change”  had  perplexed  the  dark- 
for  their  seamen  on  board  our  merchant  ves-!ened  world.  Napoleon,  no  longer  invincible, 
sels.  As  an  evidence  of  this  abandonment,  the  stript  of  the  false  glare  which  splendid  crime 
exercise  of  the  claim  must,  by  Stipulation,  be  i threw  around  his  character,  i no  longer  eulo* 
suspended  during  the  armistice,  and  this  sus-jgised  as  “super-eminent”  but  denounced  by 
pension  was  to  be  the  price  of  its  purchase.! the  champions  of  administration  as  aii“usur 
Even  without  an  armistice,  no  “arrangement”  per.”  No  one  courts  the  friendship  of  ^ fallen 
was  to  be  deemed  a fit  subject  for  negociation  tyrant* 


mistice  to  the  enemy,  upon  the  condition  of 
yielding  as  preliminary,  even  a suspension  of 
arms,  all  that  could  be  extorted  by  the  most 
triumphant  war.  But  even  he,  in  his  pacific 
proposition,  could  not  refrain  from  exulting  at 
the  glorious  conquests  that  would*  inevitably 
be  made  if  submission  was  refused  or  delayed. 

“ Your  lordship  is  aware  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  a prosecution  of  the  war,  even  for 
a short  period,  must  necessarily  embarrass  all 
future  attempts  at  accommodation.  Passions 
exasperated  by  injuries;  alliances, or  conquests 
on  terms  which  forbid  their  abandonment,  will 
inevitably  hereafter  embitter  and  protract  a 
contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and  hap 
pily  terminated.” 

I cannot  forbear,  sir,  from  one  remark  at 
the  “ awful  squinting”  in  this  letter  at  an  al- 
liance with  France  Gentlemen  are  sensitive 
when  the  possibility  of  such  a connection  is  in- 
timated. The  very  suspicion  of  such  a design 
in  the  cabinet  is  viewed  as  a calumny.  Here 
the  accredited  agent  of  the  American  execu- 
tive proclaims  such  a connection,  such  an  al- 
liance as  inevitable — proclaims  it  in  an  official 
communication  to  the  public  enemy.  '1  he  de- 
claration is  laid  before  congress  and  the  peo 
pie  by  the  president,  unaccompanied  by  any 

f1icQVAW5ll tlio  mini  ctori  nnnmv.n,] 


which  should  not  be  predicated  on  “ the  basis” 
of  an  excussion  from  our  vessels,  by  our  laws, 
of  their  seamen,  and  an  absolute  prohibition 
of  search  by  their  officers.  This,  sir,  was 
taking  very  lofty  ground;  but  at  that  moment 
the  Canada  fever  raged  high,  and  the  delirium 
of  foreign  conquest  was  at  its  acme,  In  a few 
weeks  the  American  flag  was  to  wave  trium- 
phant on  the  ramparts  of  Quebec — The  pro 
position  for  an  armistice  from  the  governor  of 
Canada  was  utterly  inadmissible.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  our  secretary  of  state,  it  wanted  re- 
ciprocity— “ The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal, 
because  it  restrains  the  United  States  from 
acting  where  their  pdwer  is  greatest,  and  leaves 
Great  Britain  at  liberty,  and  gives  her  time 
'to  augment  her  forces  in  our  neighborhood.” 


It  is  not  for  me  to  say  in  what  manner  the 
dispute  about  seamen  is  to  be  settled.  0n  this 
subject  I have  no  hesitation,  however,  In  giv- 
ing my  general  sentiments.  It  is  the  duty  of 
this  government  to  protect  its  seamen  (I  mean 
its  native  seamen)  from  the  forced  service  of 
any  and  every  power  on  earth,  so  far  as  the 
strength  of  the  country  can  obtain  for  them 
protection.  True  it  is,  that  in  my  opinion  the 
number  of  impressed  Americans  bears  no  rea- 
sonable proportion  to  the  number  alledged.  X 
live  in  a state  which,  though  it  carries  on  not 
an  extensive  foreign  commerce,  has  many  na- 
tive seamen.  At  the  moment  ofthe  declaration 
of  war,  the  enquiry  was  made  whether  a sin- 
gle native  seaman  of  North  Carolina  was  then 
detained  by  British  impressment  } coiifd 
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&6ar  of  none.  I know  that  during  our  restric- 
tive system  many  of  our  sailors  entered  volun-j 
tarily  into  the  British  service,  and,  when  tired 
of  it,  complained  that  they  had  been  impress- 
ed— instances  have  actually  occurred  at  Ply- 
mouth and  at  London,  of  men  surrendered  as 
i mpressed  Americans,  who  afterwards  boasted 
that  they  had  oheated  their  king.  In  the  bat- 
tle, I think  of  the  President  and  the  Little  Belt, 
a neighbor  of  mine  now  an  industrious  farmer 
noticed  in  the  number  of  the  slain  one  of  his 
own  name,  lie  exclaimed,  there  goes  one  of 
mv  protections.  On  being  asked  for  an  expla- 
nation he  remarked,  that  in  his  wild  days, 
when  he  followed  the  sea,  it  was  an  ordinary 
mode  of  procuring  a little  spending  money  to 
get.  a protection  from  a notary  fpr  a dollar, 
and  sell  it  to  the  first  foreigner  whom  it  at  all 
fitted  for  fifteen  or  twenty.  The  protected 
alien  assumed,  of  course,  the  American  name, 
and,  if  impressed,  claimed  to  be  liberated  un- 
der it.  The  examinations  which  have  been 
had  before  the  committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
legislature,  and  especially  that  of  William 
Gray,  confirm  the  belief  that  the  number  of 
impressed  Americans  has  been  exaggerated  in- 
finitely beyond  the  truth.  But  their  number 
has  been  large  enough  to  render  the  grievance 
a serious  one — and  be  they  more  or  less,  the 
right  to  the  protection  of  their  country  is  sa- 
cred and  must  be  regarded.  The  government 
would  forfeit  its  claims  to  the  respect  and  af 
lection  of  its  citizens  if  it  omitted  any  rational 
means  to  secure  the  rights  of  American  sea- 
men from  actual  violation.  Seek  to  obtain 
this  security  by  practical  means.  If  you  can- 
not by  substitute  obtain  an  abandonment  of 
the  right  or  practice  to  search  our  vessels,  re 
gulate  it  so  as  to  prevent  its  abuse — waving 
for  the  present,  not  relinquishing  your  objec- 
tions to  the  right.  Do  all  that  can  be  fairly 
asked  of  you  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
the  practice.  When  this  is  done,  and  you 
should  nevertheless  fail — when  war  is  render- 
ed necessary  to  obtain  a practical  and  reason- 
able security  for  American  seamen  against 
the  abuses  of  impressment,  then,  sir,  that  war 
is  just.  Whoever  may  question  its  expedien- 
cy, none  who  admit  that  wars  may  ever  be 
justly  waged  can  feel  any  conscious  scruples 
in  yielding  it  support.  This,  sir,  is  no  late 
opinion  of  mine.  It  has  been  long  and  publicly 
avowed — not  indeed  as  a pledge  to  my  consti- 
tuents, as  my  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Mur- 
phey)  has  remarked — we  do  not  deal  in  pledges 
—but  because  it  is  my  habit  to  be  frank  when 
no  duty  commands  concealment — Nor  is  it 
strange  that  I should  feel  attached  to  the  rights 
of  American  sailors.  I am  a native  of  the  sea 
board.  Many  of  the  playmates  of  my  infan- 
cy have  become  the  adventurous  plough-men 
of  the  deep.  Seafaring  men  are  among  my 
strongest  personal  and  political  friends.  And 
for  their  true  interests — their  fair  rights,  I 
Sup.  Vol.  V. 


claim  to  feel  a concern  as  sincere,  and  a zeal 
[as  fervent  as  can  be  boasted  by  any  gentleman 
from  the  interior,  or  from  beyond  the  moun- 
tainsj  who  has  heard  of  them  but  knows  them 
not 

Has  the  prosecution  of  your  scheme  of  inva- 
sion and  conquest  against  the  Canadas  a ten- 
dency to  secure  tlie.se  rights  and  advance  these 
interests?  This,  sir,  is  a momentous  ques- 
tion, on  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  in 
authority  to  reflect  dispassionately,  and  with  a 
fixed  purpose  to  attain  the  truth.  Unless  this 
tendency  be  manifest,  and  morally  certain,  eve- 
ry motive  which  can  be  addressed  to  an  honest 
heart  and  intelligent  mind  forbids  its  prosecu- 
tion at  the  present  moment.  Make  a fair  com- 
parison of  its  certain  or  probable  ills  with  its 
possible  gains,  and  then  pronounce  the  sen- 
tence which  justice,  humanity  and  policy  de- 
mand ; and  a suffering  nation  will  bless  your 
decision. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  consider  the  immense 
expenditure  which  this  scheme  has  cost,  and 
which  a continuance  of  it  will  cost  to  this  coun- 
try.* Well  worthy  is  this  topic  of  considera- 
tion, especially  at  a moment  when  industry  is 
without  encouragement,  and  external  revenue 
is  utterly  destntyed.  But  it  has  been  examin- 
ed with  great  ability  by  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me,  especially  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Connecticut  and  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pitkin 
and  Mr.  Sheffey)  and  contenting  myself  with 
an  earnest  request,  that  their  remarks  be  not 
forgotten,  and  that  in  your  zeal  for  conquest 
you  do  not  beggar  your  people,  I hasten  to 
present  other  views  which  have  not  been  so  ful- 
ly unfolded. 

There  is  something  in  the  character  of  a war 
made  upon  the  people  of  a country,  to  force 
them  to  abandon  a government  which  they 
cherish,  and  to  become  the  subjects  or  asso  - 
ciates of  their  invaders,  wdiich  necessarily  in- 
volves calamities  beyond  those  incident  to  or- 
dinary wars.  Among  us  some  remain  who 
remember  the  horrors  of  the  invasion  of  the 
revolution — ‘ and  ethers  of  us  have  hung  with 
reverence  on  the  lips  of  narrative  old  age,  as 
it  related  the  interesting  tale?  Such  a war  is 
not  a contest  betw  een  those  only  who  seek  for 
renown  in  military  achievmnts,  or  the  more 
humble  mercenaries  ‘ whose  business  ’tis  to 
die?  It  breaks  in  upon  all  the  charities  of  do- 
mestic life,  and  interrupts  all  the  pursuits  of 
industry.  The  peasant  quits  his  plough,  and 
the  mechanic  is  hurried  from  his  shop  to  com- 
mence without  apprenticeship  the  exercise  of 


*It  Mas  veil  remarked  by  Mr.  Pearson,  that  the  constitutional 
rule  of  ascertaining  the  contribution  of  each  individual  to  #he 
satisfaction  of  the  public  debt,  Mas  to  be  collected  from  the  sys. 
tem  of  direct  taxes.  Supposing  the  debt  which  will  have  been 
created  by  the  Canada  M ar  hy  the  close  of  the  next  campaign  to  he 
ninety  millions,  every  man  may  ascertain  how  much  of  hi jr  pro- 
perty is  mortgaged  for  its  payment,  by  adverting  to  his  portion  6f 
the  direct  tax.  The  whole  amount  of  this  direct  tax  is  three  mil- 
lionsJ-Multiply‘mg,  therefore,  each  man’s  direct  tax  by  thirty,  wilL 
give  the  share  of  the  whole  debt,  for  which  he  may  be  wmsidtaed  as 
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the  trade  of  death.  The  irregularity  of  the.  Christendom.  Twenty  three  persons  of  our 
resistance  which  is  opposed  to  the  invader,  its  invading  array,  who  were  taken  prisoners  by 
i * • • j — 1 the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  in  Ca- 

nada, have  been  sent  to  England  as  British 
subjects,  to  he  tried  for  treason.  To  deter  the 
enemy  from  executing  the  law  upon  these 
unhappy  men,  our  executive  has  ordered  in- 
to close  custody,  an  equal  number — not  of 
American  citizens  invading  our  country — 
(this  would,  indeed  beretalialion) — but  of  Bri- 
tish prisoners  who  have  committed  no  crime 
It  is  avowed  that  these  shall  be  put  to  instan- 
taneous death,  if  the  men  sent  to  England 
should  be  convicted  and  executed.  The  Bri- 


occasional  obstinacy  and  occasional  intermis 
sion,  provoking  every  bad  passion  of  his 
soldiery,  is  the  excuse  for  plunder,  lust  and 
cruelty.  These  atrocities  exasperate  the  suf- 
ferers to  revenge — and  every  weapon  which 
anger  can  Ripply,  and  every  device  which  in- 
genious hatred  can  conceive  is  used  to  inflict' 
vengeance  on  the  detested  foe  There  is  yet  a 
more  horrible  war  than  this.  As  there  is  no 
anger  so  deadly  as  the  anger  of  a friend,  there 
is  no  war  so  ferocious  as  that  which  is  waged 
between  men  of  the  same  blood,  and  formerly 
connected  by  the  closest  ties  of  affection.  The  tish  government  has  proceeded,  in  return,  to 
pen  of  the  historian  confesses  its  inability  to  coniine  a corresponding  number  of  Americans 


describe,  the  fervid  fancy  of  the  poet  cannot 
realize,  the  horrors  of  a civil  war.  This  inva- 
sion of  Canada  involves  the  miseries  of  both 
these  species  of  war.  Y ou  carry  fire  and  sword 
amongst  a people  who  are  “ united  against 
you  (say  your  generals)  to  a man” — amongst 
a people  who  are  happy  m themselves,  and 
satisfied  with  their  condition*  view  you  not  as 
coming  to  emancipate  them  from  thraldom, but 
to  reduce  them  to  a foreign  yoke.  A people 
long  and  intimately  connected  with  the  bor- 
dering inhabitants  of  your  country  by  com- 
mercial intercourse,  by  the  ties  of  hospitality, 
by  the  bonds  of  affinity  and  of  blood — a people, 
as  to  every  social  and  individual  purpose,  long 
identified  with  your  own.  It  must  be  that 
such  a war  will  rouse  a spirit  of  sanguinary 
ferocity,  that  will  overleap  every  holy  barrier 
of  nature  and  venerable  usage  of  civilization 


as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  these  British  pri- 
soners, under  the  same  determination  and  a- 
vowal.  This  has  been  again  retaliated  on  our 
side,  and  the  retaliation  retorted  by  the  enemy, 
so  that  an  indiscriminate  and  universal  de- 
struction of  the  prisoners  on  each  side  is  the 
menaced  consequence  of  the  execution  of  one 
of  the  presumed  Englishmen  ordered  home 
for  trial. 

Befor  e we  enter  upon  this  career  of  cold- 
blooded massacre,  it  behoves  us,  by  every  ob- 
ligation which  we  owe  to  God,  to  our  fellow 
men,  and  to  ourselves,  to  be  certain  that  the 
right  is  with  us,  and  that  the  duty  is  impera- 
tive. If  in  a moment  of  excited  feeling  we 
should  heedlessly  enact  the  fatal  deed  which 
consigns  thousands  of  the  gallant,  the  brave  A- 
mericans  and  Britons  to  an  ignominious  death, 
and  should  afterwards  discover  that  the  deed 


Where  will  you  find  an  authenticated  in-  was  criminal  ; that  the  blood  of  the  innocent 
stance  of  this  ferocity,  that  mure  instantane-  is  upon  us,  and  the  cries  of  their  fatherless  in- 


ou sly  compels  the  shuddering  abhorrence  of 
the  heart,  than  the  fact  asserted  by  my  elo- 
quent friend  fronr  New-Hampshire,  (Mr.  W eb 
ster) — >“  The  bayonet  of  the  brother  has  been 
actually  opposed  to  the  breast  of  therbrother.” 


fants  have  ascended  against  us  to  the  throne 
of  the  Most  High ; how  shall  we  silence  the  re- 
proaches of  conscience ; how  atone  for  the  wide 
spread  and  irreparable  mischief ; or  how  efface 
from  the  American  name  the  infamous  stain 


-Merciful  Heaven ! That  those  who  have! that  will  be  stamped  upon  it  ? With  motives 
been  rocked  in  theSame  cradle  by  the  same  ma-j  thus  awfullyobligatory  to  acorregt  decision,  we 
ternalhand — -who  have  imbibed  the  first  genial  j are  in  imminent  danger  of  error*  from  causes 
nourishment  of  infant  existence  from  the  same,  of  which  we  are  not  aware.  A portion  of  our 
blessed  source,  should  be  forced  to  contend  in  i population,  inconsiderable  in  number  as  corn- 
impious-  strife  for  the  destruction  of  that  being  | pared  with  the  whole  mass,  butinfluential,be- 
derivedfrom  their  common  parents ! — It  should  jeause  of  their  activity,  violence,  boldness,  and 
not  be  so  !- — Every  feeling  of  our  nature  cries'  their  control  of  the  popular  presses — I mean. 


aloud  against  it ! 

One  subject  is  intimately  connected  with  this 
Canadian  war,  which  demands  the  most  tho- 
rough and  deliberate  examination.  I tremble 
to  approach  it  thus  incidentally,  lest  I injure 
the  cause  of  humanity  and  truth,  by  a cursory 


sir,  that  part  of  our  naturalised  citizens,  who, 
not  content  with  pursuing  the  private  oc©upa- 
tions  of  industry,  undertake  to  manage  the  af- 
fairs of  state,  or  teach  us  how  they  should  be 
managed,  have  systematically  and  zealously 
labored  to  disseminate  false  principles,  and  exr- 


vmdication.  And  yet  I dare  not  altogether  cite  prejudices  and  passions  calculated  to  nns- 
omit  it,  because  I fear  an  opportunity  of  fulljlead  the  public  mind.  Divesting  ourselves  as 
consideration  will  not  be  presented,  and  it  is  of  far  as  possible  from  all  hasty  impressions,  let 
an  urgency  and  a magnitude  that  forbid  it  to  us  examine-  upon  what  foundation  rests  the 
be  overlooked.  I mean,  sir,  the  falsely  called) right  to  put  our  prisoners  to  death  in  revenge 
system  of  retaliation,  which  threatens  to  im-j for  the  execution  of  the  men  who  are  to  be 
part  to  the  war  a character  of  barbarity  which  jtried  in  England  for  treason.  If  it  shall  be, 
has  not  its  parallel  in  the  modern  annals  of  ,that-  these  men  are  native  subjects  of  Great 
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Britain  who  have  never  pretended  to  shake  off,rists  agree  that  when  a political  society  is  form- 
their  allegiance  by  naturalization  here,  theirled  the  fundamental  laws  of  that  society  may 
crime  in  making  war  against  their  acknow- ; prescribe  when  and  upon  what  terms  only  any 
ledged  country,  and  actually  invading  its  ter-  j individual  of  it  shall  be  freed  from  his  engage- 
ritories,  is  so  manifestly  treason;  and  the!  ment  to  defend  it.  That  such  society  pcsses- 
right  of  their  country  to  punish  such  treason,' ses  this  right  is  a principle  of  universal  law—- 
is  so  complete,  that  I will  not  presume  it  ne-  no  dictum  can  beiound  to  contradict  it..  How 
cessary  to  argue  upon  either  of  these  topics. — jsuch  right  shal)  be  exercised  must  of  course  de- 
If  the  enemy  has  a perfect  right  to  regardipend  on  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  society 
them  as  traitors,  we  cannot  have  the  inconsist-  itself,  or  of  those  who  enact  its  laws.  It  must 
ent  right  to  avenge,  with  innocent  blood,  theirjbe  perfectly  obvious  that  in  any  case  where 
just  doom.  But  it  may  be  that  some  of  them 'the  fundamental  law’s  of  the  society  do  notper- 
are  British  subjects  naturalized  in  America. Jmit  the  individual  to  release  himself  from  his 
I believe  this  is  not  the  fact.  We  have  no  of-  engagement  the  intervention  of  a third  party 
ficial  information;  but  from  the  most  re-'cannot  effect  this  release.  A promise  of  A 
spectable  inofficial  sources  I learn  it  is  notlto  B cannot  be  discharged  by  an  act  of  C. — 
the  fact.  If  it  should  be,  however,  a very  in-, The  effect  therefore  which  the  naturalization 
teresting  inquiry  presents  itself.  What  is  the  in  any  country  of  the  subject  of  another  has 
effect  of  naturalization  in  severing  the  ties  upon  the  original  obligations  of  that  subject  to 
which  bind  a man  to  his  native  country,  andjhis  native  country  must  depend  upon  its  laws, 
in  requiring,  as  against  its  claims,  the  protec-j prescribing  to  what  extent  and  under  whatcir- 
tion,  of  his  adopted  country  ? It  is  my  con-|cumstances  these  original  obligations  may  be 
victian,  that  erroneous  opinions  prevail  uponjlessened  or  destroyed.  The  iisstitulions  ofdif* 
this  point.  It  is  a point  on  which  this  coun-  ferent  countries  vary  fronj  each  other  in  this 
try,  surrounded  by  foreign  territories,  into  respect — some  are  more  rigid  and  others  move 
which  our  citizens  are  migrating  in  vast  num-  indulgent.  But  I know  of  but  one  state  on 


bers,has  a very  deep  interest  to  form  correct 
opinions. 

Every  political  association  must  be  consi 
dered  as  originally  founded  on  a contract  be 


earth,  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  allows  the 
native  subject  or  citizenssocompletely  to  divest 
himself  of  his  original  character  as  to  raise  a* 
gainst  her  with  impunity  the  hand  of  parricide. 


tween  each  of  its  members  and  the  whole  bo-j  Virginia,  by  a statute  does  permit  a citizen  hv 
by.  Each  stipulates  to  yield  obedience  to  the[a  formal  deed  executed  before  witnesses,  ac- 
laws,  and  to  refrain  from  acts  destructive  of.knowledged  in  court  and  recorded  to  quit  claim 
the  existence  of  the  state — while  the  commu-'and  renounce  his  birth  right,  and  thenceforth 
nity  as  such  stipulates  to  secure  to  each  indi-Jto  be  deemed  as  though,  he  never  had  been 
vidualthe  enjoyment  of  his  rights.  The  du-  of  the  state.  All  other  states  in  the  civili 7,- 


ration  of  such  an  association,  if  not  defined  hiT 
the  original  compact,  is  necessarily  unlimited. 
When  any  of  its  members  is  desirous  to  free  him- 
selffrom  bis  engagements,  it  is  manifest  that  he 
cannot  do  it  by  his  own  act,  at  his  own  plea- 
sure ; for  such  a power  would  be  utterly  in 
consistent  with  the  notion  ofanobligation.  hie 
can  be  released  from  his  contract  only  upon 
the  occurrence  of  some  event  which  by  the 
terms  of  the  association,  it  is  stipulated,  shall 
have  such  effect,  or  by  the  consent  of  the  com- 
munity to  which  he  was  bound.  As  is  the 
state  of  the  original  parties  to  the  association, 
such  is  that  of  their  descendants.  Children 
in  every  political  community  must  be  viewed 
as  succeeding  to  the  rights  and  with  them  to 
the  consequent  obligations  for  their  parents — 
but  for  this  principle  the  great  inducement  to 
the  social  state,  the  desire  of  providing  for  the 
security  and  happiness  of  a family,  w ould  be 
annihilated,  and  the  trammels  of  government 
never  would  be  submitted  to.  But  for  this, 
that  perpetual  succession  which  keeps  up  the 


ed  world  impose  this  restraint,  that  their  ori- 
ginal subject  shall  never  wage  war  against  his 
country. 

With  the  fundamental  law’s  of  England  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  we  have  a perfect  ac- 
quaintance. In  general  every  man  is  there  at 
liberty  to  quitthe  kingdom,  to  pursue  abroad 
such  occupations  and  enter  into  such  engage- 
ments as  he  may  find  beneficial;  but  cn  the 
express  condition  that  he  shall  not  violate  his 
faith  to  his  sovereign,  the  first  great  dirty  of 
which  is  not  to  invade  his  territories  and  war 
against  his  subjects.  I was  surprised  to  hear 
a gentleman  from  Kentucky,  w hose  good  sense 
and  independence  I much  respect,  (Mr.  Mont,* 
gomery)  argue  that  the  permission  to  a Bri- 
tish subject  to  leaye  his  country,  wras  an  im- 
plied consent  that  he  might  throw  off  all  alle- 
giance to  it.  Such  an  implication  is  done  away 
% the  very  terms  of  the  permission.  The  law 
is  as  old  as  Magna  Charta,  and  has  been  uni- 
form down  to  this  day.  “ Li  cult  unicuique 
de  cctero  exire  de  regno  vostro  et  redire  salvo 
identity  of  the  nation,  although  its  individuals!  et  secure  per  t.erram  et  a quant  sai/va  fide  ros- 
tra.” 23d.  Article  AbboWs  edition  of  Magna 
Charta.  “ It  may  be  lawful  for  every  one 


are  all  in  a state  of  decay  and  renovation,  w’hich 
gives  it  a corporate  being  essential  to  its  ac 

tion,  is  at  once  destroyed.  From  these  princi-  hereafter  to  go  out  of  our  kingdom  and  return 
pies,  or  principles  like  these,  it  is  that  all  ju-  ’safgly  and  securely  by  land  and  by  sea,  saving 
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liis  faith  to  Us.”  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
occurred  the  case  of  Dr.  otory,  which  gentle- 
men will  lind  accurately  reported,  2d  Dyer 
298  b.  301.  b — A native  of  England,  he 
had  long  quitted  that  country,  had  become 
a subject  of  Philip  of  Spain,  and  had  actually 
been  received  as  ambassador  from  Philip  at 
the  English  court.  He  was  Indicted  for  trea- 
son'—he  pleaded  the  fact  of  his  having  become 
a Spanish  subject — the  plea  was  overruled — 
he  was  convicted  and  executed.  The  case  of 
colonel  Townly  occurred  in  1746.  He  was  in- 
dicted for  treason  in  aiding  in  the  rebellion  of 
1745,  was  convicted  and  executed;  notwith- 
standing the  fact  of  his  having  become  a French 
subject,  and  bearing  a French  commission. 
Tne  case  pf  iEneas  McDonald  in  the  same  year 
was  more  remarkable.  He  had  left  Scotland, 
his  native  land,  a mere  infant,  and  ever  after- 
wards resided  in  France.  As  a subject  of  the 
king  of  France,  and  an  officer  in  his  army,  he 
accompanied  the  pretender  in  1 745 — was  taken 
prisoner,  indicted  for  treason  and  convicted. 
He  was,  indeed,  not  executed.  The  hardship 
pf  ni$  fate  excited  commisseration.  and  upon 
the  recommendation  of  his  jury  to  mercy  his 
sentence  was  commuted  into  perpetual  banish- 
ment. It  is  vain  to  multiply  proofs.  Nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  the  English  law  in 
relation  to  its  subjects  naturalized  abroad  wag- 
ing war  against  their  country,  The  law  of 
F ranee  is  more  strict  and  equally  precise.  The 
edict  'of  Trianon,  of  22d  August,  lbl3,  with 
great  decision  declares,  “no  Frenchman  can  be 
naturalized  abroad  without  our  consent,”  (that 


lated  formalities  of  expatriation,  had  entered 
on  board  the  British  navy,  and  after  serving 
there  two  years,  and  thus  becoming  a natura- 
lized subject  oi  George  tlie  3d,  had  infamously 
joined  in  the  invasion  of  bis  native  land.  Sup- 
pose this  miscreant  taken  prisoner  heading  a 
hostile  band  at  the  burning  of  Havre,  or  at  the- 
atrocious  outrages  of  Hampton,  and  arraigned 
for  treason  in  levying  war  against  the  United 
States — what  defence  could  be  made  for  him? 
Is  there  a gentleman  in  the  house  with  any 
pretensions  to  legal  science,  who  will  so  far 
hazard  his  reputation  as  to  alledge  that  a de- 
fence could  be  made  for  him?  Is  there  a judge 
in  our  land,  from  those  who  adorn  the  bench 
of  our  supreme  court  down  to  the  humblest  in 
capacity  and  office,  who  could  be  even  amused 
by  the  miserable  sophistry,  that  naturalization 
in  Britain  repealed  our  law  of  treason?  No  sir 
— : Thetraitorwouldbe  condemned — inevitably 
condemned;  and  if  the  president  were  frighten- 
ed from  executing  the  sentence  by  an  insolent 
threat  from  Britain  to  put  innocent.  Americans 
to  death  in  revenge  for  the  just  doom  of  the  con- 
vict, he  would  encounter  the  contempt  and  ex- 
ecration of  his  country.  How  is  it,  then,  that 
we  undertake  by  such  menaces  to  deter  the 
enemy  from  executing  a like  law,  under  like 
circumstances,  against  her  unnatural  children? 

This  law  against  the  alienation  of  allegi- 
ance is  no  relict  of  tyranny;  it  is  founded  in. 
the  analogy  of  nature,  and  essential  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  wo’  Id.  There  is  a striking  simili- 
tude between  the  duties  of  a citizen  to  his  coun- 
try, and  those  of  a son  to  his  father.  Indeed, 


is  of  the  emperor)— and  that  u Frenchmen  sir,  what  is  the  word  country  but  a compre- 
naturalized  abroad  even  with  our  permission,  Ihensive  phrase,  embracing  all  those  charities 
can  at  no  time  carry  arms  against  France,  which  grow  out  of  the  domestic  relations  of 
under  pain  of  being  indicted  in  our  courts  andjparents,  children,  kindred  and  friends?  When 
condemned  to  the  punishment  enacted  in  theithe  boy  has  attained  manhood,  and  the  father’s 


penal  code — Book3.c.  75.”  During  the  French 
revolution  in  1795,  a corps  of  emigrants  whom 
oppression  and  brutal  violence  had  compelled 
to  quit  their  country,  formed  themselves  into 
an  army  in  the  pay  and  employment  or  Britain, 
and  as  such  engaged  in  the  ill-fated  expedition 
to  Quiberon.  They  were  made  prisoners  and 
executed  as  traitors.  What  is  our  own  law? 
In  every  state  of  the  union,  except  Virginia, 
it  is  precisely  the  law  which  obtains  in  Great 
Britain — no  man  shall  exempt  himself  from 
the  obligation  not  to  war  against  his  country 
—rand  in  Virginia  even,  he  can  only  get  rid  of 
this  obligation  by  observing  the  stipulated 
forms  which  its  law  prescribes.  Naturaliza- 
tion granted  in  another  country  has  no  effect 
whatever  to  destroy  his  original  primary  alle- 
giance. A gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ep- 
pes)  informed  us,  that  under  a British  statute, 


care  is  no  longer  necessary  to  guard  him  from 
daily  harms,  he  is  at  liberty  to  quit  the  paren- 
tal roof,  to  become  the  inmate  of  another  fa- 
mily, there  form  connexions  e^ential  to  his 
happiness,  and  take  upon  himself  obligations 
of  respect  and  tenderness  as  the  adopted  son  of 
other  parents.  But  is  nature's  first  great  bond 
utterly  severed  ? Can  he  return  at  the  bidding 
of  bis  new  friends  to  ravage  and  destroy  the 
home  of  his  childhood,  and  pollute  it  with  the 
life  blood  of  those  from  whom  he  received  life? 
Would  this  be  but  an  ordinary  tresspass,  a 
common  homicide,  which  provocation  might 
extenuate,  excuse,  or  even  justify?  An  associ- 
ation, sir,  formed  by  a resurrection  of  the 
wretches  who  have  died  on  the  gibbet,  would 
disdain  such  a principle  in  their  code.  What 
is  the  jargon  of  modern  expatriation  but  the 
same  principle  interpolated  into  the  code  of 


two  years  voluntary  service  in  their  navy,  ipso\  nations? 
facto , naturalized  a Foreigner.  Be  it  so,  sir.  The  peace  and  independence  of  every  state. 
Let  us  suppose  that  duripg  our  restrictions  on  and  pf  none  more  than  oi/rs,  demand  that  the 
commerce,  an  American  citizen,  a Virginian icitizen  should  not  be  released  from  the  just 
for  instance,  who  had  gone  through  the  stipu-i claims  of  his  country  by  the  interference  of 
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retaliate  for  the  execution  of  colonel  Townly? 
Did  Britain  thus  retali&ie  for  the  execution  of 
the  French  emigrants  taken  at  Quiberon?  I 
have  heard  itsaid  that  Napper  Tandy,  an  Irish- 
man, naturalized  in  France,  was  surrendered 
upon  a threat  of  retaliation  from  France.  I 
doubt  the  fact — the  only  evidence  of  it  is  in  a 
note  to  an  evidently  partial  and  one-sided  ac- 
count of  his  trial  in  a collection  of  Curran’s 
speeches.  In  no  authentic  register  have  I been 
able  to  find  it.  But  if  it  were  true,  the  note 
itself  states,  that  the  ground  on  which  he  was 
demanded,  was  not  that  he  had  been  naturali- 
zed by  France,  and  therefore  not  liable  to  be 
executed  for  treason;  but  because  he  had  been 
unjustly  seized  at  Hamburg,  in  neutral  terri- 
tory, and  ought  to  be  returned.  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone,  Tandy’s  associate,  and  like  him, 
an  officer  of  France , but  not  like  him  arrested 
in  a violated  neutral  territory,  was  neither  de- 
manded or  delivered.  Condemned  to  death,  he 
changed  the  mode  of  its  execution  by  commit- 
ting suicide.  And  shall  my  country,  claiming 
to  excel  in  humanity,  as  it  excels  in  freedom, 
the  nations  of  Europe,  shall  it  be  rhe  first  to 
avow  a monstrous,  unfounded  pretension,  and 
vindicate  it  by  innocent  blood?  Shall  it  teach 
a le-son  of  barbarity  to  the  hardened  chief- 
tains of  slaughter,  of  which  they  were  before 
ignorant?  Shall  it  seek  to  protect  foreigners 
from  the  vengeance  of  their  sovereigns,  at  the 
cost  of  immolating  its  own  native  citizens? 
sent  thither  for  trial — whether  they  ought  to!  Shall  it  doom  a revolutionary  Winchester,  or 
be  executed,  if  convicted,  is  a very  different  a gallant  Winder,  to  a shameful  death,  because 
question.  Considering  the  intimate  connec-j  it  cannot  save  alien  traitors  from  their  legal 
tion  which  common  origin,  language  and  man-' fate? 

ners,  and  a long  and  intimate  commerce  has!  Think  for  a moment,  sir,  on  the  conse- 
heretofore  induced  between  the  countries,  and  quences,  and  deem  it  not  unworthy  of  you  to 
theconsequentinterchangeoftheirinhabitants;! regard  them.  True  courage  shuts  not  its  eyes 
remembering  too  that  general  laws  are  often!  upon  danger  or  its  result.  It  views  them 
cruel  in  their  application  to  particular  cases, | steadily,  and  calmly  resolves  whether  they 
the  executive  authority  in  that  country  is  bound  ought  to  be  encountered.  Already  has  this 
by  the  strongest  motives  to  consult  the  dictates;  Canadian  war  a character  sufficiently  cruel, 
of  humanity,  and  forbear  the  too  rigorous  ex-! as  Newark,  Buffaloe  and  Niagara  can  testify, 
ercise  of  right.  But  if  these  considerations  But  when  the  spirit  of  ferocity  shall  have  been 
should  not  there  prevail,  and  the  severe  pe-|  maddened  by  the  vapor  steaming  from  the  in- 
nalty  of  the  law  of  treason  is  exacted,  as  of  nocent  blood  that  shall  stagnate  around  every 


foreign  powers.  Give  to  such  interference  this 
effect,  and  every  nation  is  made  dependent 
upon  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  a foreign  right 
to  control  and  regulate  its  vital  concerns.  1 he 
Spanish  dominions  to  the  south,  and  the  Bri- 
tish territories  to  the  north,  have  tempted  from 
us  many  of  our  boldest  spirits.  Let  them  go 
— let  them  there  enjoy  every  privilege,  if  they 
can  find  it,  which  in  our  happy  country  is  given 
to  the  fugitive  European;  everyprivilege  which 
is  essential  to  their  comfort.  Let  them  pursue 
in  tranquility  their  industrious  occupations — 
realise  the  profits  of  enterprise,  and  be  pro- 
tected from  every  invasion  of  individual  right. 
In  return  for  these  advantages,  let  them,  like 
the  Europeans  whom  we  naturalize,  render  a 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  law  s,  perform  every 
social  duty  which  is  assigned  to  them,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  government  a 
fair  proportion  of  their  gains.  But  permit 
them  not  to  forget  the  country  which  gave 
them  birth  and  protected  their  infancy.  Suffer 
them  not  with  impunity  to  be  converted  into 
hostile  tribes,  whose  numbers  may  be  swelled 
from  day  to  day  by  the  factious,  the  restless, 
and  the  criminal,  who  have  but  to  pass  an  ideal 
line,  and  the  duty  of  obedience  is  converted 
into  the  right  to  destroy. 

Unless  I am  greatly  deceived,  the  law  of 
England  must  be  suffered  to  have  its  course 
with  the  individuals,  if  natives  of  England,  and 
migrating  to  us  since  the  revolution,  who  are 


right  it  may  be,  shall  we,  without  right,  with- 
out the  semblance  of  law,  coldly  murder  those 
who  are  in  our  power,  who  have  committed 
no  treason  against  us,  and  against  whom  crime 
is  not  pretended?  Is  this  called  retaliation? 
Britain  executes  British  traitors  serving  in  the 
American  army,  regularly  fried  and  convicted 
of  treason,  and  we,  in  return,  execute — whom? 
American  tqaitors,  serving  in  the  British  army, 
and  convicted  of  treason?  No,  but  faithful, 
loyal  men,  bearing  arms  in  the  cause  of  their 
native  country  ! tried  by  fio  law ! offenders 
against  no  law ! Sir,  the  pretension  is  mon- 
strous. I have  met  with  no  instance  of  such 
a pretension  being  ever  asserted  in  a civilizer; 
country.  Did  Philip  of  Spain  retaliate  in  this 
for  fhe  execution  of  Dr.  Story?  Did  Frapee 


depot  of  prisoners,  then  will  it  become  a wrar, 
not  of  savage,  but  of  demoniac  character. 
V our  part  of  it  may,  perhaps,  be  ably  sustain- 
ed— your  way  through  the  Canadas  may  be 
traced  afar  off  by  the  smoke  of  their  burning 
villages— -your  path  may  be  marked  by  the 
blood  of  their  furious  peasantry — you  may 
render  your  course  audible  by  the  frantic 
shrieks  of  their  women  and  children.  But 
your  own  sacred  soil  will  also  be  the  scene 
of  this  drama  of  fiends.  \ our  exposed  and  de- 
fenceless sea-board,  the  sea-board  of  the  south 
will  invite  a terrible  vengeance.  That  sea- 
board which  has  been  shamefully  neglected; 
and  is  at  this  moment  without  protection,  has 
been  already  invaded.  But  an  invasion,  after 
the  war  shall  have  assumed  its  unmitigated 
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form  of  carnage,  and  woe,  and  wickedness,' swelled  into  an  importance  which  causes  it  to 
must  be  followed  with  horrors  which  imagi-(be  valued  a^ove  all  rights.  Patriotism  was 
nation  can  but  faintly  conceive.  I will  not  relied  on  to  till  thfc  ranks  of  the  invading  ar- 


trust  myself  to  tell  you  all  I feel,  all  my  con 
stituents  feel,  upon  this  subject — but  I will  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
when  he  alludes  to  the  probability  that  an  in- 
testine foe  may  be  roused  to  assassination  and 
brutality,  he  touches  a chord  that  vibrates  to 
the  very  heart.  Yes,  sir,  I live  in  a state 
whose  misfortune  it  is  to  contain  the  materials 
out  of  which  may  be  made  such  a foe — A foe 
that  will  be  found  every  where ; in  our  fields, 
our  kitchens  and  pur  chambers;  a foe,  ignorant, 
degraded  by  habits  of  servitude,  uncurbed  by 
moral  restraints;  whom  no  recollections  ot 
former  kindness  will  soften,  and  whom  the 
remembrance  of  severity  will  goad  to  phrenzy 
— from  whom  nor  age,  nor  infancy,  nor  beauty, 

3 find  reverence  or  pity — and  whose  subju- 
on  will  be  but  another  word  for  extermi- 
nation— such  a foe,  sir,  may  be  added  to  fill 
up  the  measuremf  our  calamities.  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood — let  no  gentleman  miscon- 
ceive my  meaning.  Do  I state  these  eonse 
quences  to  intimidate  or  deter  you?  I think 
better  of  my  countrymen.  I hope  and  believe, 
in  the  language  of  Wilkinson  to  Prevost 
the  Americans  will  not  be  deterred  from  pur 
suing  what  is  right,  by  any  dread  of  conse 
quences.  No,  sir,  I state  them  to  rouse  your 
attention  and  waken  your  scrutiny  into  the 
“Correctness  of  the  course  you  are  pursuing.  If, 
on  mature  deliberation,  you  arc  sure  that  you 
are  right,  proceed,  regardless  of  what  may 
happen. 

Jvsfum  et  tenaccm  propositi  virum *- 
Si fractus  illatmtur  orbis , 

Improvidum ferient  Ruiiur. 

The  man  resolv’d  anti  steady  to  his  trust, 

Indexible  to  ill,  ami  obstinately  just; 

' * * * * * 

***** 

From  orbs  convuls’d  should  all  the  planets  fly, 

World  crush  on  world,  and  ocean  mix  with  sky; 

IIE,  unconcern’d,  would  view  the  falling  whole. 

And  still  maintain  the  purpose  of  his  soul. 

Bi*t  reflect  well,  I conjure  you,  before  re- 


my ; but  it  did  not  sufficiently  answer  the  call. 
These  ranks,  however,  must  be  filled — Ava- 
rice is  next  resorted  to — The  most  enormous 
price  is  bid  for  soldiers,  that  was  ever  offered 
in  any  age  or  country.  Should  this  fail,  what 
is  the  next  scheme  ? — There  is  no  reserve  or 
concealment.  It  has  been  avowed  that  the 
next  scheme  is  a conscription.  It  is  known 
that  this  scheme  was  recommended  even  at 
this  session  by  the  war  department — and  that 
it  was  postponed  only  to  try  first  the  effect  of 
enormous  bounty.  The  freemen  of  this  coun- 
try are  to  be  drafted  from  the  ranks  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  forced  abroad  as  military  machines, 
to  wage  a war  of  conquest ! Sir — I have  been 
accustomed  to  consider  the  little  share  which 
I have  in  the  constitution  of  these  United 
States,  as  the  most  valuable  patrimony  I have 
to  leave  to  those  beings  in  whom  I hope  my 
name  and  remembrance  to  be  perpetuated.- — 
But  I solemnly  declare,  that,  if  such  a doctrine 
be  engrafted  into  this  constitution,  I shall  re- 
gard it  as  without  value,  and  care  not  for  its 
preservation.  Even  in  France,  -where  man, 
innured  to  despotism,  has  became  so  passive 
and  subservient  as  almost  to  lose  the  faculty  of 
feeling  oppression,  and  the  capacity  to  perceive 
it,  even  there,  sir,  the  tyranny  of  conscription 
rouses  him  to  the  assertion  of  his  innate  free- 
dom, to  struggle  against  slavery  in  its  most 
malignant  form.  No,  sir,  not  the  dread  of  all 
the  severe  punishments*  ordained  for  refracto- 
ry conscripts,  not  the  “ peme  du  boulet,”  the 
“ travaux  publiques,’’  nor  death  itself,  can  stu- 
pify  him  into  seeming  submission.  He  yields 
only  to  absolute  force,  and  is  marched  to  the 
field  of  glory  manacled  and  hand-cuffed.  And 
is  such  a principle  to  be  introduced  into  our 
benign,  our  free  institutions  ? Believe  me,  the 
attempt  will  be  fatal — it  cannot  succeed  but 
by  military  terror — It  will  be  die  signal  for 
drawing  the  sword  at  home. — Americans  are 
flection  is  too  late;  let  rfot  passion  or  prejudice  qot  fitted  to  be  the  slaves  of  a system  of  French 
dictate  the  decision;  if  erroneous,  its  reversal  conscription,  the  most  detestable  of  theinvery- 
may  be  decreed  by  a nation’s  miseries,  and  by  it.ions  of  tyranny.  Sir,  I hear  it  whispered  neab 
the  world’s  abhorrence^  jme,  this  is  not  worse  than  the  impressment  of 

Mr.  Chairman— Turning  from  the  gloomy  seamen.  It  is  worse,  infinitely  worse.  Re- 
view of  the  effects  of  the  Canada  war,  my  at  pressment  forces  seamen  to  serve  in  the  pub- 
tention  is  arrested  by  another  consequence  lie  ships  of  their  country,  instead  of  pursuing 
likely  to  follow  from  it,  on  which  I will  not  their  occupation  in  the  merchant  service.  It 
long  detain  you,  but  which  is  not  less  interest-  changes  their  employments  one  morerigorous, 
ing  nor  less  alarming.  In  proportion  as  gentle-  of  longer  continuance,  of  greater  danger.  But 
men  become  heated  in  their  pursuit  of  con- 
quest, and  are  baffled  in  their  efforts  to  over- 
take it,  the  object  becomes  more  valuable  in  rents'  of  refractory  conscripts,  and  where  they  are  accessary  to  his 
their  estimation,  and  success  is  more  identified  escape  the  severest  corporal  punishment,  such  as  branding  with 
.i  . V _•  ,ri  l c n n hot  iron,  public  exposure  and  imprisonment.  The  “ peine  du 

^ Itil  1 11611  pi  Ida  J 116  COIKJUCSt  OL  Oan&Cltl,  boulet,”  is  an  iron  ball  of  eight  pounds  weight,  fastened  to  The 

contemplated,  as  an  easy  sport,  without  a fixed 

design  either  to  keep  it  to  secure,  or  surrender  mvnU  It  lasts  ten  years,  and  the  poor  wretch  wears  a disgraceful 
If  fr.  n n 1 x*  i*.  dress,' the  emblem  of  his  ignominy— the  “travaux  publiques”  are 

It  to  purchase  Fi^hbs,  has  from  its  difficulty  employment  in  such  public  labors  as  the  goveriinieju  may  direct. 


* The  system  of  conscription  is  upheld  in  P’rant-p,  by  the  most 
rigorous  punishments  upon  all  who  are  instrumental  in  evading 
its  operation.  The  most  ruinous  fines  are  imposed  upon  the  pa- 
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ill 


it  is  y 


Ct  employment  of  the  samekind — Itis  yet 


employment  for  which  they  are  fitted  by  usage  enemy  master  of  the  sea,  always  able  to 


ful,  proud  and  irritated  enemy  without,  tha't 


and  education.  But  conscription  is  indiscr: 
minate  in  the  victims  of  its  tyranny.  The  age, 
not  the  pursuit  of  the  conscript,  is,  tlie  sole  cri- 
terion of  hisfi  tness.  Whatever  be  his  habits, 
whatever  his  immediate  views,  whatever  his 
designed  occupation  in  life,  a stern  mandate 
tears  him  from  the  roof  of  his  father,  from  the 
desk,  the  office,  the  plough,  or  the  workshop, 
and  he  is  carried  far  from  home  to  fight  in  fo- 
reign climes  the  battles  of  ambition.  But,  sir, [attend  to  this.  How  would  this  project  take 


in- 
vade and  to  succour  the  invaders,  will  require 
a military  strength  and  a pecuniary  expendi- 
ture not  less  continued  or  less  in  amount  than 
were  demanded  to  take  it.  Such  a conquest 
is  never  finished — when  nominally  effected, it 
is  to  be  begun.  But  we  will  incorporate  it  in- 
to the  union — Aye,  this  would  be  indeed  a plea- 
sant result.  Let  my  southern  friends — let 
gentlemen  who  represent  slave  holding  states 


w M 

it  conscription  were  not  worse  than  impress!  at  home?  What  would  their  constituents 
ment  I should  not  lose  my  objection  to  it — I give  to  have  half  a dozen  new  states  made  out 
am  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  Canadas  ? It  is,  besides,  so  notable  an 
of  either  conscription  or  impressment  into  m v expedient  for  strengthening  the  nation,  and  so 
country.  For  all  the  British  territories  in  the  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
western  world,  I would  not.  Fight  for  sailors’  of  our  form  of  government.  We  are  to  force 
rights’— yet  rivet  on  our  citizens  a French  con-j  men  into  an  association  tlie  very  life  of  which 
scription  ? Fight  for  rights  on  the  ocean,  tm&is  freedom,  and  the  breath  of  that  life  unre- 
annihilate  the  most  precious  gf  all  rights  at'strained  choice!  And  to  givevigorto  the  na- 
home — the  right  ofa  freeman  never  to  be  forcedltion,  we  are  to  admit  into  its  councils,  andin- 
out  of  his  own  country  ! How  alarming  is  thej  to  a free  participation  of  its  power,  men 
infatuation  of  that  zeal,  which,  in  its  ardor  fori  whose  dislike  of  its  government  has  been 
attaining  its  object,  tramples  in  the  dust  ob-1  strengthened  into  abhorrence  by  the  exaspe. 
jects  of  infinitely  higher  price  ! [rations  of  war,  and  all  whose  affections  are 

What  is  the  probability  of  success  in  this|  fixed  upon  its  enemy  ! But  at  all  events  you 
scheme  of  conquest,  is  atopic  on  which  I mean;  are  to  keep  the  Canadas.  What,  then,  will 
not  to  enlarge.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I you  do  about  sailors’  rights?  You  will  not  be 
should,  for  others  have  ably  discussed  it.  That  a jot  nearer  to  them  then  than  you  are  now — 
you  may  take  upper  Canada,  that  you  may  o-jliow  will  you  procure  them  or  seek  to  procure 
verrun  the  lower  province  I believe  ; but  that  them  ? W ill  you  then  begin  in  good  earnest 
you  will  take  Quebec,  while  the  mouth  of  thej  to  protect  or  obtain  them  by  naval  means  ? — 
St  Lawrence  is  commanded  by  a hostile  fleet,!  Would  it  not  be  advisable  te  attend  to  this 


I cannot  believe  ; if  an  opposite  thought  some 
times  gets  possession  of  my  imagination,  I find 
it  springing  from  that  impulse  of  the  heart 
which  makes  me  fancy  victory  perched 
on  the  standard  of  my  country,  and  not  tlie 
result  of  an  exertion  of  the  understanding. — 
But,  sir,  if  you  should  conquer  the  Canadas 
subdue  Nova  Scotia  and  possess  yourself  of  all 


declared  object  of  the  war  now  rather  than 
wait  until  after  the  Canadian  scheme  is  effect- 
ed ? Perhaps  you  mean  to  keep  Canada  and 
abandon  sailors’  rights.  If  so  why  not  avow 
to  the  people  that  it  is  conquest  you  fight  for 
and  not  I'ight  ? But  perhaps,  it  is  designed 
when  the  conquest  is  effected  to  give  it  back 
to  Britain  as  an  equivalent  for  the  cessa- 


the  British  territories  in  America — If,  after  tion,  on  her,  part  of  some  maritime  right — 
impoverishing  your  country  by  ruinous  loan 
and  grinding  down  your  people  by  oppressiv 


for  the  privilege  that  our  §hips  shall  not  be 
searched  for  British  sailors.  On  this  question 
you  may  make  an  arrangement  practically 


taxes,  you  should  wade  at  last  through  the  hor 
rors  of  invasion,  massacre  of  prisoners,  a ser 
vile  war,  and  a military  conscription  to  the! will,  I hope,  make  it  in  the  pending  negocia 


securing  all  we  ought  now  to  contend  for.  You 


now  darling  object  of  your  wishes — I pray  you 
sir,  what  is  then  to  be  done?  What  do  you 
design  to  do  with  the  conquered  territory  ?■ 


tion.  But  that  by  a surrender  of  Canada  af- 
ter it  is  conquered  you  may  purchase  from  her 
a disavowal  or  relinquishment  of  the  right,  n$ 


We  will  keep  it,  say  the  gentlemen  from  Ver-jman  can  believe  who  understands,  either  tlie 
mont  and  Pennsylvania  (Mr  Bradley  and  Mr, 'views  or  the  prejudices  of  that  people.  They 
Ingersoll.)  We  will  keep  it,  because  it  is  an  believe  the  right  essential  to  their  naval  ex- 
object with  our  people ; because  it  will  keep  istence,  to  defer  their  seamen  from  general 
offlndian  wjLrs,and  retribute  us  for  the  wrongs  desertion.  All  classes  in  that  country  so  re- 
vve  have  sustained.  I believe,  indeed,  that,  if  gard  it — we  know  there  is  not  a difference  of 
conquered,  there  will  be  a powerful  party  to  opinion  among  any  description  of  politicians  in 
tlie  north  and  west  that  will  not  consent  to  the  kingdom  upon  this  subject.  If  they  have 
part  with  it  with  whom  it  is  an  object.  But  any  jealousy  of  you,  (and  I believe  some  of 
how  shall  it  be  kept  ? As  a conquered  pro-!Uiem  have)  it  is  not  a jealousy  of  your  terri- 
vince?  To  retain  it  as  such  against  the  ef-  toria^  extent — but  of  your  fitness  to  become 
forts  of  an  exasperated,  though  conquered  their  commercial  and  naval  rival.  Can  it  be 
people  within,  and  the  exertions  of  a power-believed  then  that  they  would  ccihj  i'oniise  ih 


-312 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  V 


of  the  orders  in  council,  was  suffered  to  pass  unlmpvos  ed.  £.e  » 
not  this  be  lost — a third  may  not  shortly  occur.  Your  enemy  ha* 
invited  a direct  negotiation  for  the  restoration  oi  peace.  Your 
executive  has  accepted  the  otter,  and  ministers  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  meet  the  commissioners  ol‘  the  opposite  party.  This 
circumstance  ought  to  produce  an  entire  and  essential  change  in 
your  polity.  If  the  executive  be  sincere  in  the  acceptance  of  this 
proposition  he  must  have  acted  on  the  hope  that  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  differences  might  be  made.  And  while  there  is 
such  a hope,  such  a prospect,  on  what  principle  can  you  justify 
invasion  and  conquest?  Force  is  the  substitute,  nof  the' legitimate 
coadjutor  of  negociation— Nations  light  because  they  cannot 
treat,  lively  benevolent  feeling  and  correct  principle  are  opposed 
10  an  elfusion  of  blood,  an  extension  of  miser),  which  are  hop».d  to 
be  unnecessary.  ’ Tis  necessity  alone  which  furnishes  their  excuse 
— do  not  then,  at  the  moment  when  you  avow  a belief,  a hope  at 
, ast,  that  such  necessity  exists  not,  pursue  a conduct  which,  but 
for  its  existence,  is  inmunan  and  detestable. 

Besides,  sir,  if  you  are  earnest  in  the  wish  to  obtain  peace  from 
the  Gottuiburg  mission,  suspend  in  the  mean  time  offensive  opera- 
tions, which  cannot  facilitate,  and  may  prevent  the  accomplish- 
ment of  your  object.  Think  you  that  Britain  is  to  be  intimidat- 
ed by  your  menaced  invasion  of  her  territories?  If  she  had  not 
learned  by  experience,  how  harmless  are  your  threats,  she  would 
nevertheless  see  but  little  cause  for  fear.  She  knows  that  the 
conquest  cannot  be  completed  in  one,  nor  in  two  campaigns.  And 
when  sin  finds  that  every  soldier  whom  you  enlist  is  to  cost  you, 
in  bounty  alone  upwards  of  100  guineas*,  she  will  perceive  that 
tbe  war  is  more  destructive  to  your  finances,  the  great  source  oi' 
military  strength,  than  to  her  territories.  Tile  blow  aimed  at  her 
recoils  upon  yourselves.  But  the  exasperations  which  must  re- 
sult from  the  wrongs  mutually  inflicted  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign,  may  have  yet  a very  injurious  effect  upon  the  dispo- 
sition to  pursue  pacific  efforts.  They  will  Lie  apt  to  create  a tem- 
per on  each  side,  unfavorable  to  an  amicable  arrangement.  In 
truth  too,  sir,  you  are  not  prepared  for  such  a campaign,  as  in 
honor  and  humanity  you  can  alone  permit  yourselves  to  carry  on# 
Suppose  by  the  month  of  May  or  June  you  raise  your  men.— 
What  are  they  ? Soldiers,  fitted  to  take  care  of  themselves  in 
camp,  aud  support  the  reputation  of  your  armies  in  the  field  ? 
No— they  are  a mere  rabble  of  war  recruits — march  them  to  Ca- 
nada, and  pestilence  will  sweep  them  off  by  regiments  and  brk 
gades — while  the  want  of  discipline  will  unfit  those,  whom  pesti- 
lence spares,  for  an  honorable  contest  with  ail  experienced  foe— 
instead  therefore  of  the  burry  and  bustle  of  filling  your  ranks 
with  reerpits  and  rushing  with  them  into  Canada,  attend  rather  to 


a surrender  of  a claim,  which  surrendered,  in 
their  judgment,  weakens  them  and  invigorates 
you  where  alone  they  are  apprehensive  of  a 
competition,  for  the  sake  of  preventing  an  ac- 
cession to  your  territory  which  extends  your 
limits,  while  it  takes  away  from  your  strength? 

Indulge  no  such  delusion.  Were  Canada  a 
thousand  times  more  important  to  Britain 
than  it  is,  it  were  yet  of  less  value  than  her  na- 
val power.  For  the  sake  of  it  she  would  ne- 
ver yield  a principle  on  which  that  naval  pow 
er  depends.  No,  sir,  the  return  of  conquered 
Canada,  even  with  the  hoped  for  agency  in 
our  favor  of  the  Itussian  emperor,  would  not 
weigh  a feather  in  the  scale  against  what  she 
deems  her  first  great  national  interest.  As  it 
regards  too  these  fancied  exertions  of  Russia 
in  our  favor,  gentlemen  surely  deceive  them- 
selves. However  attached  Russia  may  be  to 
the  most  liberal  principles  of  commercial  in- 
tercourse, she  never  will  array  herself  against 
the  right  of  the  sovereign  to  compel  the  servi- 
ces of  his  sea  faring  subjects.  On  this  head 
her  policy  is  not  less  rigorous  (to  say  the  least) 
than  that  of  England.  I will  not  be  more  par- 
ticular. A short  time  will  probably  shew  the 
grounds  of  my  belief. 

But,  sir,  among  the  reasons  for  prosecuting  the  invasion  of  Ca- 
nada one  has  been  gravely  stated  of  a very  peculiar  kind.  Canada, 
says  a gentleman  from  South-Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun)  should  be;thc  training  and  improvement  of  those  now  in  service.  Make 
invaded  to  protect  our  frontiers  and  sea-board  from  invasion— it  is  soldiers  of  them  ; by  gradual  enlistments  you  may  regularly  add 
the  most  economical  and  effectual  method  of  defence.  Although  it0  ti,e,r  number,  and  insensibly  incorporate  the  new  levies  with 
this  consideration  presents  nothing  very  splendid  to  our  view,  yet  f the  disciplined  troops.  If  it  should  hereafter  become  necessary  to 
.it  would  be  worth  all  other  reasons  for  the  invasion  if  it  were  i marcn  i„to  the  field,  you  will  then  have  an  army  under  your 
founded  on  fact.  But  ask  the  people  on  your  frontier  and  on  your  command,  not  a multitude  without  subordination.  Suspend,  therc- 
sea  board,  and  what  will  they  say  ? They  will  tell  you  it  is  the;  tore>  hostilities  while  you  negotiate.  Make  an  armistice  until  the 
invasion  of  Canada  alone  which  endangers  them.  The  most  et-  result  of  the  negotiation  is  ascertained.  You  can  lose  nothing; 
lectual  defence  to  them  would  be  an  abandonment  of  your  scheme.  you  cail  gain  every  dung  by  such  a course  ; then  negotiate  fairly. 
Sir,  an  invasion  of  the  U.  States,  but  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  with  a view  to  obtain  for  our  native  seamen  a practicable  and 
your  forces  from  Canada  or  retorting  on  you  the  distresses  of  war,  reasonable  security  against  impressment,  and  with  a disposition 
cannot  enter  into  the  scheme  of  British  or  Canadian  policy.  It  to  a(j  Britain  in  commanding  the  services  of  her  own.  Such  an 
is  not  to  be  prosecuted,  but  at  vast  inconvenience  and  ex  pence,  arrangement  might  have  been  made  on  the  revocation  of  the  or- 
with  great  loss  of  useful  soldiers,  under  a certainty  of  ultimate : ders  in  council,  could  you  have  been  then  satisfied  with  any  thing 
failure  and  without  hope  of  glory  or  gain.  1 he  Canadian  year  short  Qfan  abandonment  of  the  British  claim  to  search.  I doubt 
manry  freed  from  the  terror  of  invasion,  will  cheerfully  resume  their;  uot  but  that  it  may  now  be  made;  more  you  probably  cannot  ob- 
peacefu!  occupations— and  such  of  the  British  regulars  as  are  not  re-  tain.  The  time  mav  come  when,  with  greater  effect,  you  can  pre- 
quired  for  ordinary  garrison  duty,  instead  of  beingemployed  in  a.  fa.,  if  necessary,  higher  claims.  All  is  hazarded  by  precipitately 
miserable,  predatory,  yet  destructive  border  warfare,  will  be  sent;  urgj,,g  more  than  your  relative  strength  enables  you  to  enforce, 
to  mingle  m the  European  strife,  where  renown  and  empire  are;  Permit  your  country  to  grow  ; let  no  just  right  be  abandoned  ; it* 
the  mighty  stake.  Surely  this  is  emphatically  the  age  and  me : any  jje  postponed,  it  may  be  advanced  at  a more  opportune  sea- 
government  of  paradox.  A war  for  free  trade,  is  waged  by ; s01ti  with  better  prospect  of  success.  If  you  will  quit  this  crusade 
embargo  and  prohibition  of  all  commercial  intercourse— 'sailors  | against  Canada,  and  seek  peace  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation  ; 
rights’  are  secured  by  imprisoning  them  at  home,  and  not  permit-  a°d  (permit  me  to  add)  if  you  will  forego  vour  e uiiric  schemes  of 
ting  them  to  move  from  place  to  place  within  their  prison  but  by  a embargo  and  commercial  restrictions,  you  will  restore  harmony  at 
license  from  a collector  like  a negro  s pass,  and  obtained  on  the  home,  and  allay  that  wide  spread,  and  in  some  places  alarming 
security  of  a bondsman-and  our  frontiers  and  sea-board  are  to  be;  >pirit  of  discontent  that  prevails  in  our  land.  And  if  your  pacific 
defended  by  an  invasion  of  Canada,  which  can  alone  endanger  an.  efforts  fail,  if  an  obstinate  and  implacable  foe  will  not  agree  to 
attack . , , ! such  a peace  as  the  country  can  with  credit  accept,  then  appeal 

But  the  real  efficient  argument  for  perseverance  m the  scheme  t0  the  Candor  and  spirit  of  your  people  for  a constitutional  sup- 
of  Canadian  conquest  has  been  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten-  „„,.t  with*  fhll  a*n.ancP.  that  such  an  anneal  under  such  cir- 
nessee  (Mr.  Grundy.)  IVe  made  the  war  on  Britain,  says  the  gen- 
tleman, and  shall  we  restrict  ourselves  to  defensive  measures?  For 
■what  purpose  was  war  declared  if  we  do  nothing  against  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  enemy?  Yes,  sir,  it  is  the  consideration  that  this  war 
was  originally  offensive  on  our  side,  that  creates  the,  1 fear,  insu- 
perable obstacle  to  our  discontinuance  of  it.  It  were  vain  to  lament 
that  gentlemen  are  under  the  influence  of  feelings  that  belong  to 
human  nature.  It  would  be  idleness  to  declaim  against  the  sin- 
fulness or  folly  of  false  pride.  All  must  admit  that  it  is  one  of 
the  greatest  efforts  of  magnanimity  to  retract  a course  publicly 
taken,  and  on  the  correctness  of  which  reputation  is  staked.  II 
honorable  gentlemen  could  blit  perceive  that  this  difficulty  is  one 
of  pride  only,  and  of  pride  opposing  their  country’s  best  interests, 

I know  that  they  could,  and  believe  many  of  them  would,  make 
the  effort— Painful  as  may  be  the  acknowledgment  of  political, 
error,  yet,  if  they  clearly  saw  that  either  this  humiliation  must  b 
endured,  or  the  nation  ruiued,  they  could  not  hesitate  in  their 
choice  between  such  alternatives.  But,  sir,  I wish  not  to  present 
such  alternatives  to  thpir  election— So  difficult  is  it  to  produce 
conviction  against  which  the  pride  of  the  heart  rebels,  that  I wii 
not  attempt  it.  Gentlemen  are  not  called  on  to  retract.  They  ma> 
now  suspend  the  execution  of  their  scheme  of  invasion  without  a 
acknowledgment  of  its  error.  They  may  now,  without  humiliatio) 
restrict  themselves  to  defence,  although  the  war  was  in  its  origi 
offensive.  A second  favorable  opportunity  is  presented  of  restoriu 
trangjuiity  to  our  once  happy  country — The  first,  the  revocation 


port,  with  a full  assurance,  that  such  an  appeal  under  such  cir- 
cumstances cannot  be  made  in  vain. 

It  is  time,  Mr.  chairman,  that  I should  release  you  from  the  fa- 
tigue of  hearing  me.  There  is  but  one  more  topic  to  which  I 
solicit  your  attention.  Many  admonitions  have  been  addressed  to 
the  minority,  by  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial  side  of  this  house, 
not  without  merit,  and  I hope  not  without  edification,  on  the  evils 
of  violent  opposition  and  intemperate  party  spirit.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  opposition  may  exceed  all  reasonable  bounds  and  a 
minority  become  factious.  But  when  I hear  it  seriously  urged, 
that  the  nature  of  our  government  forbids  that  firm,  manly,  active 
opposition,  which  in  countries  less  free  is  salutary  and  necessary; 
and  when  I perceive  all  the  dangers  of  faction  apprehended  only 
on  the  side  of  a minority;  I witness  but  new  instances  of  that 
wonderful  ductility  of  the  human  mind,  which,  in  its  zeal  to  effect 
a favorite  purpose,  begins  with  the  work  of  selfdeception.  Why, 
sir,  will  not  our  form  of  government  tolerate  or  require  tbe  same 
ardor  of  constitutional  opposition,  which  is  desirable  in  one  where- 
in the  chief  magistrate  is  hereditary?  “Because,”  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  “in  a monarchy,  the 

*The  bounty  to  each  soldier  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-foul 
illars  each,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  aerps  of  land,  which  at 
wo  dollars  per  acre,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars— in 
iur  hundred  and  forty  four  dollars . besides  the  eight  dollar!  pet 
man  to  the  recruiting  agent. 
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influence  of  the  executive  ami  his  minist *rs  require*  continued 
vigilance,  lest  it  obtain  too  great  a prepoiul .■ranee— hut  here  the 
executive  springs  iro  n the  people,  ean  do  iintiiing  without  their 
support,  and  cannot  therefore  over-rule  and  control  the  public 
s.-orin  •!«.”  Sir,  It  us  not  stop  at  the  surface  of  things.  The 
influence  of  the  executive  in  this  country,  while  lie  retains  his 
popularity,  is  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  a limited  monarch. 

Xt  is  as  much  stronger  as  the  spasm  of  eouvulsiori  is  mote  violent 
than  the  voluntary  tension  of  a ifiuscle.  The  warmth  of  feeling 
excited  during  the  contest  of  an  election,  and  the  natural  zeal  to 
Uphold  him  whom  they  haYe  chos-rf,  create,  between  the  execu- 
tive and  his  adherents,  a connection  uf  passion — while  the  distri- 
bution of  office  and  emolument  adds  a cooirnilrilon  of  interest — 

which,  combined,  iwoduce  an  union  almost  indissoluble.  ‘*Sii j>-  | derogating  a particle  from  tin:  energy  of  your  measures,  you 
Port  the  administration*  becomes  a wat  h-word.  which  passes  from  would  imoan 


lenge  to  liberality,  and  of  a generous  contention  ftrr  the  public 
weal.  This  spirit  requires  not  any  departure  from  deliberate  opi.- 
nioM,  unless  it  i<  shewn  to  he  erroneous— such  a concession  would 
he  a dereliction  .of  duty.  Its  injunctions  Would  be  but  few,  and 
it  is  to  he  hoped  not  difficult  of  observane. — seek  ’o  uphold  your 
measures  by  the  force  of  argument,  not  of  denunciation:- -stigma* 
<i/.(  not  opposition  to  your  notions  with  offensive  epithets — these 
prove  nothing  but  your  anger  or  your  weakness,  and  are  sure  to 
generate  a spiri  t of  “moral  resistance-’  not  easily  to  be  checked  or 
turned.  Give  to  pVi-4'lential  views  constitutional  respect,  but  suffer 
them  not  to  supersede  the  exercise  of  independent  inquiry — 
encourage  instead  of  suppressing  fair  discussion,  so  that  those  w ho 
approve  not  may  at.  least  have  a respectful  hearing— thus,  without 


port  the  administration*  becomes  a war  h-word.  which  passes 
each  chieftain  of  the  dominant  party  t<>  his  subalterns,  and  tfienc.- 
to  their  followers  in  the  ranks,  till  the  president's  opinion  becomes 
tfv'  criterion  of  orthodoxy,  and  his  notions  obtain  a dominion 
over  the  public  sentiment,  which  facilitates  the  most  dangerous  en- 
croachments, and  d emands  th»  most  jealous  supervision.  In  pro- 
porriou  as  a govennnvht  is  free,  the  spirit  of  bold  inquiry— of  ani- 
mated interest  in  its  measures— and  of  firm  opposition  where  they 
are  not  approved— becomes  essential  to  its  purity  and  continuance. 
And  Im,  who,  in  ademortraev,  or  republic  attempts  to  contronl  the 
ill  of  the  popular  idol  of  tlie  day,  may  envy  the  luxurious  ease 


impart  a tone  to  political  dissentions  which  would  deprive 
them  of  their  acrimony,  and  render  them  harmless  to  the  nation. 

The  nominal  party  distinctions,  sir,  have  become  mere  cabalistic 
terms.  If:  is  no  longer  a question  whether  according  to  the  theory 
of  Our  constitution,  there  is  more  danger  of  the  federal  encroaching 
on  the  state  governments,  or  the  democracy  Of  the  state  govern- 
ments paralisin  - the  arm  of  fed  ral  power— federalism  and  demo- 
cracy have  lost  their  mean ’ng.  It  is  now  a question  of  commerce, 
peace,  and  union  o!  the  states.  On  this  question,  unless  the  honesty 
and  intelligence  of  the  nation  shall  confederate  into  one  great 
American  party,  disdaining  petty  office-keeping  and  office-linn  ting 


with  which  ministerial  onpr-ssiohs  are  oppos-d  and  thwarted  in  (views,  defying  alike  the  insolence  of  the  popular  prints,  the  pre- 
judice of  faction,  imd  the  dominion  of  executive  influence — I fear 
a decision  will  be  pronounced  fat-al  to  the  hopes,  to  the  existence 
of  the  nation.  Ift  this  question  t assuredly  have  a very  deep  inter- 
est—but  it  is  the  interest  of  a citizen  only —My  public  career  I hope 
will  not  continue  long— Should  it  please  the  Disposer  of  events 
to  permit  me  to  sec  the  great  interest  of  this  nation  confided  to 
men  who  will  secure  its  rights  by  firmness,  moderation  and  ini- 
1 partiality  abroad,  and  at  liome  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  encourage 
honest  industry  in  all  its  branches,  dispense  equal  justice  to  all 
classes  of  the  community,  and  thus  administer  the  government  in 
the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  a trust  for  the  people,  not  as 


go-  . s nmits  which  uv  less  free.  Intemperance  of  party,  wheii- 
eyer  ‘bund,  n -v  r will  meet  with  an  advocate  in  me.  It  is  a most 
calamitous  scourge  to  our  country— the  bane  of  social  enjoyment, 
of  in  lividea!  justice, and  of  public  virtue— unfriendly  to  the  best 
pursuits  of  uia'ii,  his  interest  anti  his  duty— it  renders  useless  or 
even  pernicious  the  highest  endowments  of  intellect,  and  the  no- 
blest dispositions  of  ibe  soul.  But, sir,  whatever  maybe  the  evils 
necessarily  inherent  in  fs  nature,  its  ravages  are  then  mostenbr- 
TBous  and  desolating  when  it  is  seated  on  the  throne  of  power  stud  j 
Vested  with  all  the  attributes  of  rule.  I mean  not  to  follow  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Calo!ina,over  the  classic  ground  of  Greece, 

Carthage  and  Rome,  to  refute  his  theory,  and  show  that  not  to 
vehement  opposition,  but  to  the  abuse  of  factious  and  intolerant 
power  their  doom  is  t<i  lie  attributed.— Nor  will  I examine  some 
more  modern  instances  of  republics  whose  destruction  lias  the 
same  origin. — The  thing  isiro  longer  matter  of  discussion— it  lias 
Biased  into  a settled  truth  in  the  science  of  political  philosophy. 

0 u>  who  on  a question  of  historical  deduction,  of  political  theory, 
it  entitled  to  high  respect,  liras  given  us  aft  admirable  summary  ofj 
t .'j  • experience  of  republics  on  this  interesting  enquiry.  In  the  ( 

1 Viof  No.  of  tlie  Federalist  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  we  find  i 

the  following  apt  and  judicious  observations— “By  a faction  I un-| 
derstand  a number  of  citizens,  wither,  amounting  toil  majority  or  j 
minority  of  the  whole,  who  are  united  and  actuated  by  some  eom- 
mon  impulse  of  passion  or  of  interest,  adverse  to  the  rights  of  other  Ml\  Chairman  I shall  follow  the  C'-'fllTlDlp 
citizens,  or  to  the  permanent  and  Aggregate  interests  of  the  com-  , . , T h , . . * w , z 

munitv.”  v (Which  other  gentlemen  have  established — I 


the  property  of  a party,  it  will  be  to  me  utterly  unimportant  ly.* 
ubat  political  epithet  they  may  be  characterized— As  a private 
citizen,  grateful  for  the  blessings  I may  enjoy,  and  yielding  n 
prompt  obedience  to  every  legitimate  demand  that  can  be  made 
upon  me,  I Shall  rejoice,  as  far  as  ray  little  sphere  may  extend,  to 
foster  the  same  dispotitious  among  those  who  surround  tne. 


Mr. 


jrt  i j 

ly  neves 


speech. 
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SAME. 


tfie  forms  of  the  constitution.  When  a majority  is  included  in  a tie  Cif  tll6  loan,  Or-'ttlC  general  finance  of  tlie 
faction  the  form  of  popular  government  on  the  other  hand  enables  . « r* 

it  to  sacrifice  to  its  ruling  passion  or  interest,  both  the  public  good,  o^Vemnieilt.  (J IK  the-  SUDjeCt  01  OUl*  finances 

and  the  rights  of  other  citizens.  To  secure  the  public  good  and,  I have  for  the  last  t\VO  years  OCCUllied  much  of 
private  rights Ugaiost  the  dangers  of  suedi  a faction,  and  at  the  .i  L.  /»  j , J - * 

Same  time  to  preserve  the  spirit  and  the  form  of  popular  govern-  tlie  attention  OT  tlie  IlOUSe,  and  Sill  VCry  Well 
tneflt,  is  then  the  great  object  to  which  our  enquiries  are  directed.  disDOSCd  t.O  leave  til?  Sllhieef  to 
Let  me  add  that  it  is  the  great  desideratum  by  which  alone  this|  J'  lwve  Y bUUJCCL  tO  tlie  Detter 

fornl  of  government  cm  be  rescued  from  thy  opprobrium  under  abilities  OI  the  gC^ltlernCTl  to  whom  the  llOUSe 
which  it  lias  so  long  laboured,  raid  be  recommended  to  the  esteem  l.  _ _ __  _ ,,  v_  r?  j .i  . « 

ami  adoption  0f  ifiaitkind.”  llas  particularly  confided  the  management  of 

II  this  doctrine  were  tlien  to  he  collected  front  the  history  of  the  , that  part  of  its  DUMneSS  It  is  indeed  true 

world,  can  it  now  be  doubted  since  the  experience  of  the  last  , . c ‘ ’ ’ ’ 

♦wentv-five  years  ? Goto  France,  once  revolutionary,  now  im-  tliat  til  6 System  Ol  1111?. TIC 


periat France— and  ask  her  whether  factious  power— or,  intern 
peiate  opposition,  be  the  more  fatal  to  freedom  and  happiness-? 
Perhaps  at  some  moment  when  the  eagle  eye  of  heU  master  is 
horned  away,  she  may  whisper  to  you,  to  behold  the  demolition  of 
Lyons,  or  the  devastation  of  La  Vendee.  Perhaps  she  wijl  givq 
you  a written  answer.  Draw  near  to  the  once  fatal  lamp-post, 
and  by  its  flickering  fight,  read  it  as  traced  in  characters  of  blood 
that  flowed  from  the  guillotine,  ‘faction  is  a demon?  faction  out 
of  power  is  a demon  enchained  .’—faction,  vested  with  the  attri- 
butes of  rule;  is  a niolocli  of  destruction  !’’ 

Sh— If  the  denunciations  which  gentlemen  have  pronounced 
against  factious  violence,  are  not  merely  the  image  of  rhetorical 
pomp— if  they  are,  indeed,  solicitous  to  mitigate  the  rancour  of 


finance  on  which  the  go-, 
vernment  is  acting,  is  different  from  that  which 
I deemed  proper,  and  which  I made  some  en- 
deavors to  accomplish  • which  I supposed  it 
would  have  been  expedient  to  have  adopted  in 
a state  of  war  to  put  beyond  peril  the  public 
credit,  and  to  supply  with  abundance  the  ways 
and  means  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor  and 
effect  r But  I have  no  disposition  on  this  or 


party  feuds— in  the  sincerity  qf  my  soul  I wish  tlietn  success.  It!  unv  ntnPr  nRensmn  tn  cnoo  h m.r  -rvr.D-r.+A ‘ e 

is  melancholy  to  behold  the  miserable  jealousies  and  malignant  ^ T ^ Speak  TTiy  pi  lYatb  griefs  (j 

hi  eli  go  extensively  prevaih  to  the  destruction  of  so  i and  1 Will  0>nlv  add,  that  I wish  the  DlCasUre 

all  possible  success ; that  I know  the  resources 
of  the  country  are  great  ; that  I believe  the 
ultimate  security  of  the  creditor  to  be  unques- 
tionable, and  that  the  enorinous  interest  given 
by  government  (for  such  I consider  the  terms 
of  the  last  loans  to  be)  ought  Vo  attract  every 
cent  of  disengaged  capital  in  the  country— be- 


3«spicions  which  fd  extensively  prevail, 
e.inl  comfort,  and  the  eminent  peril  of  the  republic.  On  this 
Subject  I have  reflected  much— not  merely  in.  the  intervals  stolen 
trom  the  bustle  of  business*  or  the  gaieties  of  amusement ; bin 
rfl  the  moments  of  “depression  and  solitude,”  the  most  favorable 
Cb  the  correction  of  error.  For  one  T am  willing  to  bring  a por- 
tion of  party  feeling  and  party  prejudice,  as  an  oblation'  at  the 
shrine  of  my  country.  But  no  offering  can  avail  any  thing  if  not 
made  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  the  political  favorites  of  the  day. 
On  them  it  is  .incumbent  to  come  forward  and  set  the  magnani- 
mous example— Approaches  or  concessions  on  the  side  of  the 
minority  would  be  misconstrued  into  indications  of  timidity  or  of  a 
hankering  for  favor.  But  a spirit  conciliation  arising  from  those 

V n C*  Wnnlfl  Ka  lioilar)  r%r>  hnnVlrt.MM.  rtf  > i 


r'drf>ss  would  be  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  sunny  days,  as  a ehal-  CUUSein  no  Other  Way  ©alt  the  holder  invest  kis 

Stto  VrtT<  V tin  *’  * -K. 
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money  which  will  give  him  so  little  trouble,  so 
great  security  and  so  much  prolit. 

i shall  not  neither  examine  the  causes  in 
which  the  war  originated  ; because  on  this 
subject,  when  last  I had  the  honor  of  address 
mg  the  house  upon  it,  in  the  close  of  the  12th 
congress,  1 spoke  at  great  length,  and,  as  I 
believe,  I could  add  very  little  to  what  I then 
said,  and  cannot  consent  to  repeat  what  I have 
said  before : I shall  barely  advert  to  the  causes 
of  the  war,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  that 
cause  on  which  principally  its  continuance  is, 
in  my  opinion,  justifiable 'and  necessary 
On  the  declaration  and  continuance  ctf  the 
fvar,  I have  the  pleasure  to  concur  heartily 
with  my  friends — and  it  gives  me  no  small 
pleasure  to  do  so  ; for  although  I have  some 
times  had  the  pain  to  believe  that  they  were 
not  disposed  to  allow  me  equally  to  rejoice 
with  them  in  the  honors  and  triumphs  of  the 
war,  I do  not  therefore  indulge  a diminished 
willi  ngness  to  bear  a full  share  of  the  respon 
sibility  which  attaches  to  those  who  declared 
and  who  have  continued  it  to  the  present  day. 
If  for  this  cause  they  fall,  I wish  no  exemp- 
tion from  a common  fate.  It  is  true,  as  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  New- York  (Mr. 
Grosvenor)  sometime  ago  remarked  on  another 
subject,  I have  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
government  and  the  majority  in  their  commer- 
cial policy.  I have  been  opposed  to  what  is 
usually  called  the  restrictive  system ; but  I 
think  the  gentleman  did  not  correctly  charac- 
terize my  conduct  when  he  said  that  I tram- 
pled on  these  laws.  [Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  charge  the  gentleman  from  South 
Ooroliha  with  treating  with  any  disrespect  the 
laws  of  his  country — but  to  say,  that  he  had 
been  actively  and  zealously  opposed  to  their 
policy  ] 1 know  perfectly  well,  said  Mr.  C. 

the  honorable  gentleman  had  no  wish  to  mis- 
represent m37  conduct  ; I have  had  frequent, 
manifestations  of  his  good  dispositions„to*vvards 
me,  which  forbid;  me  to  suppose  he  intended 
to  place  my  conduct  in  a point  of  view  the 
least  censurable  or  equivocal.  But  it  maybe 
necessary,  and  I take  the  occasion,  to  explain 
my  conduct  to  the  world.  I shall  always  ve- 
nerate the  laws  of  my  country,  were  it  merely 
because  they  are  the  laws  of  my  country,  how- 
ever zealously  I may  have  contested  their  po- 
licy or  may  earnestly  deprecate  their  effects. 
I have  no  wish  to  conceal  my  opposition  to  the 
restrictive  system  ; and  if!  could  at  any  time 
have  believed  that  greater  activity  on  mv  part 
would  have  been  useful,  it  should  have  been 
cheerfully  yielded.  I particularly  rejoice,  sir, 
at  the  resistance  I made  to  orie  measure  con- 
nected with  this  system,  which  was  supported 
by  a majority  of  my  friends,  I mean  that 
which  related  to  the  fair  and  unfortunate  tra- 
ders who  were  supposed  to  have  incurred  the 
penalties  of  this  system  by  the  importation  of 
their  property  from  the  enemy's  country  • and,1 


it  I couid  believe,  as  those  who  have  been  dis- 
posed to  revile  me  have  said,  that  my  conduct 
had  a decided  influence  on  the  ultimate  issue 
ot  that  measure,  1 should  think  my  fate  infinite- 
ly more  fortunate  than  the  general  lot  of  men 
so  humble  as  X am.  1 should  know  that  X 
had  lived  for  a great  and  important  purpose  ; 
and  rejoicing  in  the  justice  and  usefulness  of 
it,  I should  be  careless  of  the  odium  which 
might  have  attached  to  the  act.  I thank  God 
i have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  deciding 
between  a just  and  a popular  course.  I have 
always  been  able  to  surrender  the  high  blan- 
dishments of  popularity  (though  on  this  sub- 
ject J affect  no  peculiar  insensibility)  with- 
out a pang,  and  to  embrace  with  cheerfulness 
the  homely  comforts  of  conscience  and  of  duty. 

The  principal  causes  in  which  I believe  the 
war  originated,  were  the  operation  of  the  Bri- 
tish orders  m council  on  our  commerce  and  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  These  were  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  other  causes  of  dispute 
between  the  two  countries  by  this  striking  cir- 
cumstance, that  the}7  were  always  present,  ac- 
tive and  progressive,  if  our  causes  of  com- 
plaint had  been  confined  to  past  injuries  and 
insults- — Ifw.e  had  only  had  to  suffer  the  Iqss  of 
the  many  millions  of  money  of  which  G.  Bri- 
tain had  robbed  our  citizens  bv  her  depred:> 
tions  on  our  lawful  commerce,  we  might  and 
probably  would  have  continued  to  remonstrate 
andnegociate  and  still  have  avoided  war,  to 
which  our  government  had  an  aversion  so 
strong  as  to  wear  the  semblance  of  pusillani- 
mity— But  it  was  the  daily  continuance  of  the 
injuries,  the  incessant  Infliction  and  the  ab- 
sence of  all  hope  that  these  injuries  were  to 
end,  that  drove  the  nation  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably to  resistance  ; unable  to  carry  the 
productions  of  our  own  s.oil  on  the  high  way  of 
nations — the  great  ocean,  of  w hich,  like  the 
light  and  air,  it  wras  intended  by  nature  none 
should  have  dominion,  to  ports  not  blockaded, 
without  exposing  them  to  almost  inevitable 
capture,  and  this  often  in  the  mouths  o£  our 
owm  harbors,  w7as  a situation  which  affected 
vitally  not  merely  the  interests  but  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation.  To  have  endured  it 
would  have  sunk  us  to  a rank  so  degraded 
among  iKd ions, as  could  noth avefailed  to  draw 
upon  us  the  everlasting  contempt  of  the  world. 
1 have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  admitting, 
for  I shall  speak  w7ith  the  utmost  candor  on 
the  subject,  that,  had  1 known  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  orders  in  council  at  the  moment  of 
the  declaration  of  war,  I would  not  have  voted 
for  it. — I speak  only  for  myself,  though  I be- 
lieve X am  not  singular  in  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject— I am  even  willing  to  admit,  though  on 
this  point  I know  X differ  from  some  of  my 
friends,  that  the  revocation  of  which  we  were 
afterwards  informed,  as  it  was  explained  by 
the  ministry  in  parliament,  W’ould  have  beep 
to  me  satisfactory.  But  whatever  the  effect  of: 
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t hisTevocatiorl  might  have  been  in  preventing 
war,  had  a knowledge  of  it  in  this  country 
preceded  war,  yet  the  subject  presents  a very 
different  aspect  after  war  has  been  declared. 
It  is  impossible  not  to  see  and  Lo  feel  that,  were 
we  to  make  peace  withoutany  security  against 
that  abuse  of  our  rights  which  formed  the  o- 


those  who  have  its  confidence,  and  from  the 
evidence  of  circumstances  which  suriourd  ns. 
From  all  these  1 have  no  difficulty  in  savin" 
that  all  this  government  demands  is  a lcason- 
able  and  practicable  security  against  the  abuse 
of  the  practice  ; and  I venture  to  saw  that 
were  the  minority  in  power  to-morrow,  they 


ther  great  cause  ofwar,  it  would  bean  obvious  would  not  conclude  a peace  on  terms  less  ffi 
and  unequivocal  submission  to  the  claim  of  rigid  vorable — they  willnot,  as  the  minority  of  this 
which  the  enemy  sets  up  and  to  the  injurious  (body,  declare  that  peace  ought  to  be  made 
and  abusive  exercise  of  this  claim  which  we  [without  this  security.  They  will  not  venture 
have  so  long  suffered.  This  idea  is  strongly : to  meet  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
presented  by  the  reflections  with  which  I com-;  such  a declaration.  If  they  do,  the  majority 
menced  in  speaking  of  the  nature  of  the  prin  [need  not  fear  the  consequences, 
cipal  causes  of  the  war;  namely,  that  it  is  not!  I pass  from  the  causes,  to  the  conduct  of  the 
an  in jury*  no  matter  how  great  in  extent,  which  war.  The  past  conduct  of  the  war.  This  I 
has  ceased  to  be  active  and  which  has  there- {think  cannot  be  defended,  and  as  I have  not 
fore  lost  in  a great  degree  its  offensive  charac-jbeen  an  indiscriminate  supporter  of  the  nea- 
ter, but  one  which  is  daily  and  hourly  repeated,!  Sures  and  policy  of  the  government,  so  1 will 
intermitted  only  by  the  existence  of  actual  war, 'not  be  an  indiscriminite  apologist  of  the  con- 
under  circumstances  too  intolerable  to  be  borne  [duct  of  the  war.  But  although  it  cannot  be 
by  a nationnot  dead  to  a 1 the  feelings  of  honor  [entirely  defended  it  may  admit  of  some  ex- 
and  of  shame.  Exemplify  the  result  of  apeacejeuse.  When  it  is  recollected  that  this  nation 
without  any  arrangement  on  this  subject — Ifjwas  roused  by  thedeclaration  ofwar  from  the 
it  would  not  leave  the  government  the  ordinary  [slumbers  of  thirty  years  of  tranquility  and 
means  of  remonstrance.it  would  leave  nothing  j peace — that  it  was  without  officers  of  experi- 
buta  disgraceful  submission  to  the  insulting  jence,  without  military  science  or  military  cs- 
injury  Now  I aver  that  the  ordinary  means  tablishments — when  we  recollect  the  com* 
of  remonstrance  wftuld  not  be  leftto  the  govern-  jfortable  mediocrity  of  fortune  which  our  citi- 
ment.  These  means  enable  it  to  state  not  only  | zens  enjoy,  which  gives  them  homes  and  fa- 

the  injustice  of  theeause  of  complaint,  but  that,]  milies  from  which  they  reluctantly  part 

if  persisted  in,  it  wTill  lead  to  national  resistance!  when  we  recollect  the  high  spirit  of  liberty 


which  is  breathed  by  every  man  in  our  free 
and  happy  country,  where  the  poorest  man 


— to  war.  But  were  we  to  conclude  a peace 
with  Great  Britain  without  any  arrangement 
on  this  subject,  should  wc  be  ableto  say  to  her  j sees  in  the  most  exalted  only  his  political 
afterwards,  desist  or  war  will  be  the  conse- ! equal,  which,  liowevei  great,  the  political  boast, 
quence!  No,  she  will  reply — it  is  not  cause  for  is  yet  a circumstance  the  most  incongruous 
war,  for  you  have  yourselves  when  it  conti- 1 with  the  spirit  of  subordination  and  the  ha- 
nued  a subsisting  injury  when  our  pretentions  bits  of.  discipline  and  obedience,  which  are 
wTere  unabated  and  our  practice  unrestrained,  (necessary  to  form  soldiers — when  w ith  such 
except  by  the  existence  of  war,  actually  aban- [means  and  of  such  materials  our  army  was  to 
doned  a war  ip  which  you  wrere  engaged  with! be  formed,  wre  ought  to  have  been  prepared 
us  for  this  very  injury.  It  would  therefore  be  jfor  many  of  the  disasters  and  disappointments 
absurd  to  suppose,  that  you  wrould  make  war  we  have  suffered.  But  just  in  proportion  as 
for  a cause  which  did  not  forbid  you  to  make  we  should  have  expected  disastrous  results  wc 
peace.  On  this  principle  I justify  the  conduct  confidently  relied  upon  success,  and  the  pub- 


lic mind  was  consequently  prepared  to  mag 
nify  our  misfortunes  and  to  look  at  the  future 
with  despondency.  From  this  cause  we  have 
been  able  to  see  but  one  side  of  the  picture. 
Could  we  penetrate  the  councils  of  the  enemy 
and  enter  into  his  sensibilities,  wc  might  die- 
cover  that  our  misfortunes  have  been  magnifi- 
ed and  our  successes  diminished  by  the  op- 


of  government  in  rejecting  the  armistice  pro- 
posed by  admiral  VV  arren.  That  preposition 
denied  even  a temporary  suspension  of  the 
abuse,  and  therefore  left  us  no  hope  of  a 
permanent  security  against  it,  the  expecta- 
tion of  which  alone  could  have  recommend- 
ed either  an  armistice  ornegoeiation.  On  this 
subject  let  me  say,  that  it  is  not  contended  by 

this  government  that  Great  Britain  shall  re- j tics  which  have  heretofore  preserved  them 
nounce  the  claim  of  right,  as  the  only  con- 1 to  our  view.  Let  ns  compare  cur  own 
dition  on  which  it  will  put  an  end  to  the  j situation  with  that  of  the  enemy.  Let 
war.  When  I say  this,  I deem  it  necessa-lus  enter  into  his  sensibilities  and  disappoint- 
ry  to  declare,  that  although  I speak  with ! meets  and  compare  them  with  our  own  There 
great  confidence,  I do  not  found  mv  opi- i we  but  two  signal  instances,  of  discomfiture 
nion  on  any  knowledge  of  the  counsels  of  the  \ of  which  we  complain.  -The  first  in  the  sur- 
executive  branch  of  the  government.  O' j enderef  Detroit,  and  the  second  in  the  fai- 
these  I have  no  knowledge,  but  I speak  frer  , ; are  of  the  expedition  against  Montreal.—. 
Us  public  acts,  from  the  public  declarations  ol’ These  are  our  principal  misfortunes.  On 
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the  other  hand,  we  can  boast  the  destruction  ;his  country’s  foe  and  live  to  hear  and  to  receive 

"(I 
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of  Proctor’s  army  and  the  successful  attack  j the  applause  and^  gratitude  ot  his  country 
us  take  the  enemy’s  | T-f  t ‘ 


. aid  capture  of  York, 
view  of  these  events.  Neither  of  the  officers 
of  the  enemy  who  commanded  on  these  occa- 
sions has,  been  since  employed.  Proctor  has 
suffered  the  severest  centre,  in  the  general 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  that  lan- 
guage can  express,  and  Sheafie  it  is  under- 
stood, hasbepn  sent  to  England,  perhaps  tor 
trial  for  his  misconduct.  The  enejny  then,  sup- 
poses our  successes  on  these  occasions,  diow- 
ever  we  may  regard  them,  as  heavy  misfortunes 
to  his  arms.  The  victory  of  Harrison  was  such 
as  would  have  secured’ to  a Roman  general,  in 
the  best  da  vs  of  the  republic,  the  honors  of 
a triumph  ! He  put  an  end  to  the  war  hi  the 
uppermost  Canada ! The  attack  on  York  was 
highly  spirited,  and  the  success  was  brilliant 
and  compleat— and  this,  too,  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  having  lost  the  commanding  officer, 
the  gallant  Pike;  at  the  moment  when  the 
harvest  of  victory  was  to  be  reaped.  The  war 
on  the  land  lias  not,  then,  been  so  disastrous 
or  so  dishonorable  as  we  have  sometimes  sup- 
posed. 

But  on  what  principle,  in  estimating  the 
character  and  effects  of  this  war,  are  gentle- 
men authorized  to  separate  the  operations  on 
'land  from  those  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes. 
1 claim  not  exclusively  for  my  own  political 
friends  thp  honors  of  our  naval  triumphs— l 
was  among  the  first  to  accuse  them  of  their 
neglect  of  this  servied,  and  to  urge  them  to 
cherish  and  support  the  naval  establishment. 
But  I cannot  either  allpw  to  the  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition  the  claim  which  they  affect  of 
being  the  exclusive  friends  of  the  navy — They 
have  discarded  the  man  (the  late  president 
Adams)  who  was  its  greatest  patron,  and  re- 
jected from  the  times  which  they  love  to  call 


He  has  s^en  another*  fall  in  the  arms  of  victo- 
ry, heroically  aiding  in  an  achievment,  which 
ifithenot  unparalleled  is  certainly  not  ex- 
ceeded in  the  annals  of  history.  Happy  far 
ther  ! yet  I wTould  call  him  miserable  and 
hopeless  man  were  this  an  inglorious  war. — 
But  I must  call  him  a most  happy  father,  for 
God  and  nature  have  implanted  in  our  bosoms 
a principle  which  elevates  us  above  the  love 
of  life  and  friends  and  makes  us  think  their 
loss,  a blessing  when  they  are  yielded  up  in 
the  cause  of  a beloved  country,  on  the  altar 
and  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  It  is  this  prin- 
ciple which  makes  that  excellent  father  reflect 
not  merely  with  composure  but  with  pleasure 
on  the  child  of  his  love  giving  up  his  life  in. 
battle — his  blood  mingling  with  the  wave  and 
his  body  entombed  in  the  bosom  of  Erie.  Yes, 
he  would  rather  feel  the  consciousness  that  his 
gallant  boy  fought  with  Perry  and  died  in  the 
glorious  battle  pf  the  10th  of  September,  than 
now  embrace  him  in  his  arms,  again  animated 
withthestrong  pulse  of  life— -again  pouring  in- 
to the  parental  bosom  his  filial  duty  and  light: 
ing  up  a father’s  pride  and  joy. 

We  are  naturally  led  to  speak  next  of  the 
future  conduct  of  the  war.  It  is  said  that  the 
negociatiojis  which  are  pending  should  make 
us  relax  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  con- 
fine our  operations  to  the  single  object  of  our 
own  defence.  It  would  be  sufficient  to  oppose 
this  advice  by  the  practice  of  every  country 
and  every  age,  by  one  of  the  best  known  max- 
ims of  national  policy — that  your  preparations 
should  be  greatest  at  the  moment  thatyou  most 
anxiously  desire  and  most  earnestly  seek 
peace  ; and  by  one  of  the  most  frequent  results 
of  national  experience  that  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  your  ability  to  do  your  enemy  injury 


their  own  ; the  period  in  which  it  received  its  j do  you  negociate  to  advantage.  Let  us  sup- 
greatest  and  its  happiest'  impetus.  But  let  its  | pose  the  negociatipn  to  fail  and  (hat  in  the 
patrons  and  its  friends  be  whom  they  may,  I 
nave  a right  to  claim  its  merits  for  the  coun- 
try ; and  when  we  connect  our  naval  deeds 
with  the  other  events  of  the  war,  who  will  ven- 
ture to  say  tills  has  been  an  inglorious  war. 

An  inglorious  war  ! Insult  not  the  gallant 
men  who  Have  fought  and  bled  in  your  battles 
and  yet  live  wi  th  high  claims  to  your  applause. 

Tread  not  so  rudely  on  the  ashes  of  the  heroic 
dead.  Could  the  soul  of  Lawrence  speak  from 
the  cerements  which  confine  his  mouldering 
body,  in  what  appalling  language  would  he  re- 
buke the  man  who  should  assert  that  the  con- 


meantime  we  neglect  the  establishment  of  an 
efficient  army,  what  disgrace  and  what  cala- 
mity might  not  be  the  result  ? We  are  told 
that  our  past  misfortunes  should  admonish  us 
of  our  inability  to  wage  the  war  upon  the  land 
and  we  are  particularly  advised  not  to  attempt 
the  invasion  and  conquest  of  Canada..  Our 
misfortunes,  it  is  admitted,  should  lead  us  to 
the  practice  of  caution,  but  should  not  deter  us 
from  the  exercise  of  our  faculties— they  should 
rathpr  animate  us,  as  we  may  hope  to  remove 
their  causes,  to  more  vigorous  efforts.  1 should 
consider  the  prevalence  of  the  opinion  that 
test  in  which  he  so  nobly  conquered  and  so  the  nation  was  unable  to  wage  this  war  as  one 
nobly  died,  was  an  inglorious  war  ! Will  you  jof  the  heaviest  calamities  it  could  suffer  as 
tell  that  worthy  man*  who  fills  with  so  much  j the  very  greatest  calamity  it  could  be  doomed 
fidelity  and  usefulness  a station  in  your  ser-  j to  suffer.  But  I am  sure  there  is  no  founda- 
vice  on  this  floor,  that  this  is  an  inglorious  tion  for  the  opinion  if  the  power  and  resour- 
war.  He  has  beheld  one  sonf  triumph  overjees  of  the  nation.be  properly  called  forth  and 

: •'•■■■■  ciaxton.one  of  the  offleer,  of  ; J employed.  Theinvasion  of  Canada  is  suppos- 

+ Lieut.  Claitou  who  was  on  board  the  Wasp  when  she  captured  — — ■ — 

the  i'rolie.  • * Midshipman  ClaxtOp. 
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e‘d  by  gentlemen  hi  the  opposition  to  be  tlxsi  appears  to  me,  that  this  state  of  things  pre-. 
most  exceptionable  way  in  which  the  war  canl  sents  the  happiest  means  of  carrying  on  the 
id  Great  Britain  will  not  war  with  a reasonable  hope  of  attaining  its  just 
object — an  honorable  peace.  We  have  at  out- 
doors, within  the  reach  of  our  most  effectual 
blows,  a possession  highly  vulnerable,  which 
our  enemy  greatly  prizes  and  will  most  reluc- 
tantly suffer  to  be  wrdsted  from  him.  Consi- 
der these  circumstances  and  connect  them 
with  the  many  other  inducements  which  Great 
Britainhas  to  make  peace  with  us, and  it  would 
seem,  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  if  we  exhibit 
an  honorable  spirit  and  make  a manly  effort, 
we  will  effect  an  honorable  peace  at  no  distant 
day. 

Sir,  Great  Britain  needs  and  ought  to  de- 
sire a peace  with  this  country.  W hat  induce- 
ment has  she  to  continue  the  war?  All  we 
demand  she  can  grant  without  effecting  her 
interests,  her  honor,  or  her  pride.  We  only 
want  a security  against  the  abuse  of  her  pow- 
er. By  the  continuance  of  the  war  she  cannot 
add  to  her  power,  or  her  glory,  or  her  gains. — 
How  can  she  add  to  her  power?  iSo  one 
imagines,  if  she  could  conquer,  that  she  could 
retain  a foot  on  our  territory.  Her  glory  ? 
On  this  point  she  has  every  thing  to  lose  and 
nothing  to  gain.  Could  she  capture  every  ves- 
sel of  war  we  have,  when  the  superior  force 
with  which  she  would  do  it,  is  considered,  it 
could  add  nothing  to  her  national  renown.  It 
is  a war  which  can  yield  her  no  laurels.  Nor 
can  it  yield  her  any  pecuniary  advantage. — 
This  is  to  be  sought  with  us  in  the  paths  of 
peace.  Wliat  on  the  other  hand  are  her  in- 
ducements to  put  an  end  to  the  war  ? The 
expence  of  the  war  is  alone  sufficient.  It  is  a 


be  waged.  It  is  s 
surrender  Canada  and  that  it  is  therefore  use- 
less to  take  it,  as  the  war  will  be  rendered  in- 
terminable should  we  attempt  to  retain  it. — 
But  as  it  is  seen  that  the  retention  of  Canada 
is  not  a necessary  consequence  of  its  conquest 
or  the  only  way  of  making  it  useful  in  the  at- 
tainment of  the  end  of  war— a removal  of  the 
principal  causes  of  war — it  is  found  necessary 
to  give  another  basis  to  the  argument  and  it  is 
said  that  Canada  is  of  so  little  consequence  to 
Great  Britain,  that  she  will  sacrifice  it  rather 
than  give  up  any  important  commercial  right 
or  privilege.  I shall  not  stop  to  notice  what 
appears  to  be  an  inconsistency  in  these  argu-1 
ments — But  say,  it  is  denied  that  this  govern- 
ment claims  of  the  enemy  the  surrender  of  any 
important  right  or  privilege.  It  clairrts  not! 
even  a surrender  of  the  pretended  right  of 
searching  our  ships  for  her  seamen.  We  on- 
ly ask  an  arrangement  which  shall  prevent  an 
abuse  of  the  practice,  as  the  eloquent  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr  Forsythe)  has  demon- 
strated from  the  correspondence  with  admi- 
ral Warren.  We  demanded  only  a security 
against  the  abuse  of  her  power  which  shall 


exempt  our  own  seamen,  our  own  citizens  from 
the  intolerable  outrage  of  impressment,  and 
this  I say  Great  Britain  will  grant  us  rather 
than  surrender  Canada,  or  continue  the  war 
unless  we  suffer  it  to  languish. 

I agree  with  gentlemen  who  say  that  Great 
Britain  will  not  surrender  Canada.  Its  value 
for  its  trade  and  supplies  is  not  the  favorite 
view  in  which  that  possession  is  considered  by 


the  British  nation.  It  is  connected  with  the  war  on  her  part  whose  effects  can  bear 


most  brilliant  era  of  their  history — that  of  the 
wars  of  Chatham.  They  would  part  with 
twenty  sugar  islands  rather  than  give  up  the 
barren  rock  of  cape  Diamond.  They  consider 
it  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  ornaments  of  the 
British  crown.  It  is  inseparable  from  events 
which  emblazon  the  pages  of  their  history — 
which  animate  the  eloquence  of  their  orators 
— which  give  confidence  to  their  statesmen 
and  inspire  with  valor  their  soldiers  and  with 
patriotism  their  people.  The  peasant  who  ha 
not  learnt  his  alphabet,  can  read  in  that  pos- 
session his  country’s  glory,  and  in  a rapid  and 
intuitive  glance  see  the  pride  and  power  of 
France  and  Spain  humbled  by  the  British 
arms.  In  imagination  he  staads  upon  the 
cliffs  of  Quebec,  and,  looking  down  from  the 
fearful  height  on  the  flood  beneath,  admires 
the  daring  valor  which  ventured  to  assail  its 
lofty  battlements.  In  imagination  he  treads 
the  plains  of  Abraham  and  talks  (as  he  had 


proportion  to  its  expense.  It  is  in  its  nature 
vastly  expensive  and  burthensome  to  her. — 
Recollect  the  vast  expense  she  incurred  in  our 
revolutionary  struggle  which  heaped  up  so 
immensely  her  national  debt,  and  we  will  be 
able  to  form  some  opinion  of  the  probable 
magnitude  of  her  expenditures  in  this  war  — 
It  will  be  a moderate  estimate  to  say  that  it 
costs  her  double  the  sum  we  expend,  and  that 
will  make  this  war,  in  which  she  cannot  boast 
a trophy  or  risque  a hope,  cost  her  fifteen 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  per  annum.  More, 
probably,  than  the  war  she  has  lately  carried 
on,  with  so  much  glory,  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal. More,  certainly,  than  she  expends  to  ani- 
mate and  sustain  all  the  allied  powers  of  the 
continent  in  the  gr  eat  contest  in  whicli  they 
are  engaged.  But,  what  renders  this  expense 
more  burthensome  and  embarrassing  is,  this 
is  a war  in  which  the  expenditure  is  made 
abroad.  W ere  three  times  the  sum  expencle  d 


heard  his  fathers  talk)  of  Wolfe  and  of  Mont-' in  the  kingdom  it  would  less  distress  the  na- 
calm,  and  how  they  beat  the  French,  and  how!  tion.  It  would  then  only  change  hands — ii: 
the  manly,  mighty  counsels  of  Chatham  ele-jnow  passes  entirely  away.  At  the  same  time, 
vated  the  character  of  his  country  and  spread!  too,  that  she  makes  this  great  and  useless  ex- 
glory  through  the  world.  Now,  sir,  it*  penditure*  she  is  obliged. to  support  the  wt,f 
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from  Spain  and  Portugal  and  to  subsidize  the 
northern  allies.  These  expenditures  also  are 
made  abroad  and  all  these  together  must  pro- 
duce inconceivable  embarrassments  in  their 


rendered  even  more  necessary  to  her  by  the 
great  demand  which  is  said  to  exist  lor  her 
manufactures  for  the  markets  of  other  coun- 
tries, because  we  furnish  the  raw  materials  of 


trade  and  finance.  I have  no  allusion  what-;  many  of  them  of  better  quality  and  on  better 
ever  t«  the  old  and  the  wild  notion  that  Great'  terms  than  any  other  country  can.  They  can- 
Britain  cannot  support  her  credit  and  that  she  not,  for  example,  from  all  the  colonies  of  the 


must  sink  under  the  immense  burthens  of  her 
debt  and  her  expenditures.  1 acknowledge 
the  vastness  of  her  ability  and  that,  were  it  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  great  andimportant  rights, 
she  could  make  yet  greater  expenditures. — 


world,  completely  substitute  our  cottons- 
their  endeavors  to  establish  the  affirmative  of 
this  proposition,  to  my  mind  very  satisfac- 
torily shew  a material  dependence  upon  us 
for  this  article.  Does  it  not  then  seem  that 


But  the  exertion  would  not  be  natural;  it;  the  terms  which  we  demand  of  the  enemy  are 
would  be  distressing- and  would  not  prove  that!  reasonable  and  attainable  ? 
her  best  and  most  urgent  policy  is  not  to  les-|  I come  now  to  speak  of  that  subject  which 
sen  rather  than  increase  her  expenditures. — w as  my  principal  inducement  to  claim  your  at- 


Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  from  the  succes- 
ses of  her  own  arms  a nd  the  arms  of  th  e allies, 
she  is  relieved  from  the  pecuniary  demands 
she  has  hitherto  bornb — on  the  contrary,  her 
allies  are  exhausted  in  their  finance  and  look 
to  her  alone  for  pecuniary  support,  while  the 
moment  ©f  frui  tion,  that  of  the  consummation 
of  hope  long  indulged,  presented  in  near  pros- 
pect, urges  them  to  every  exertion  they  can 
possibly  make  to  secure  the  object  for  which 
they  have  so  long  sighed  and  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  they  have  expended  so  much 
blood  and  treasure.  It  is  a moment  when  they 
must  grant  every  thing — it  is  a moment  in 
which  they  may  be  called  upon  to  make  yet 
greater  exertions  and  greater  expenditures  than 
any  they  have  hitherto  made- — it  is  a moment  in 
which  the  most  obvious  policy  would  direct 
Great  Britain  to  meet  us  amicably  and  treat  us 
justly ; and  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  put  an 
end  to  this  war. 

There  is  another  very  powerful  reason  why 
Great  Britain  should  desire  peace  with  us — 
this  is  founded  in  the  advantages  of  our  trade. 
I know  we  have  overrated  the  influence  of  our 
trade  as  a measure  of  coercion,  but  it  is,  not- 
withstanding, unquestionably  highly  valuable 
to  her.  The  loss  of  it  would  not  induce  her 


tention  in  this  debate- — I allude  to  the  question 
of  retaliation.  Theoonduct  of  the  government 
is  not  only  condemned  in  this  particular,  but 
it  is  also  said  we  ought  not  to  prosecute  the 
war  against  Canada  least  it  should  provoke 
the  enemy  to  give  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
the  retaliation  which  we  have  threatened.-— 
Let  us  see  what  foundation  there  is  for  this 
humiliating  doctrine.  This  question  is  one  of 
the  gravest  and  most  solemn  character  ; af- 
fecting deeply  the  honor  of  the  country,  the 
duty  of  the  government  and  the  lives  of  our 
citizens.  lavish,  for  the  last  reason,  it  had 
been  the  pleasure  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  mi- 
nority to  have  passed  it  over  in  silence.— 
I think  it  wouldjhave'been  safest  and  wises  t.  I 
pretend  not,  however,  to  dictate  the  conduct  of 
other  gentlemen,  but  I must  be  permitted  to 
enter  my  protest  against  the  doctrines  which 
have  been  maintained  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house  on  this  subject.  I think,  but  I wish  to 
be  understood  as  speaking  with  a proper  de- 
ference  for  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen, 
this  subject  has  been  very  erroneously  consi- 
dered. It  has  been  made  by  the  combatants 
on  either  side  to  depend  altogether  or  the 
question  of  expatriation,  when  it  has  very  lit- 
tle and  Very  remote  relation  to  that  question. 


to  makea  great  sacrifice  of  interest  or  feeling,;  But  as  the  enquiryispne  of  very  great  impor- 
but  at  any  moment  when  she  should  suffer  no  tance,  I hope  I may  be  paydoned  for  discussing 
motive  but  her  real  interests  to  govern  her,  it  jit  first  in  the  way  in  which  it  has  beenhereto- 
would  be  a very  powerful  pacificator.  We; fore  generally  treated,  in  order  that  I may 
were,  when  a good  understanding  subsisted1  draw  the  subject  from  thence  without  any  vio- 
between  the  two  nations,  her  best  customer. — , lence  to  the  common  mode  of  thinking,  into 


We  took  from  her  two  fifths  of  all  the  exports 
of  her  woolen  manufactures,  which  she  has  al- 
ways considered  her  great  staple  and  a vast, 
if  not  an  equal  amount  of  her  cotton  goods, 
besides  other  articles  : and  when  peace  shall 
be  again  restored,  we  shall  again  be  her  best 
customer  ; for,  whatever  may  be  thought  to 
the  contrary,  there  will  be  no  changes  wrought 
by  the  war,  unless  it  be  very  long  continued, 
which  can  materially  alter  the  commercial  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries  : and  she  may 
justly  hope,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  for  a 
Restoration  of  our  valuable  custom  as  a pur- 
chaser 


that  point  of  light  in  which  I suppose  it  ought 
to  be  viewed. 

To  speak,  then,  of  expatriation.  The  right 
of  expatriation,  which  is  broadly  and  generally 
affirmed  on  the  one  hand,  is  on  the  other,  re- 
butted in  equal  extent,  by  the  claim  of  perpe- 
tual allegiance.  These  may  be  a ssumed  to  he 
equivalent  questions.  The  affirmation  of  the 
one,  is  the  negation  of  the  other. — This  it  may 
be  material  to  remember,  because  it  will  he 
necessary  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  to 
shew  that  naturalization,  which  is  generally 
considered  as  destructive  of  perpetual  ihegi- 
manufactures.  Our  trade  is  anceandsynonimous  with(e?patriation,isrei»t 
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]y  not  so.  Perpetual  allegiance  is  alledgedto 
be  ibunded  on  natural  law,  the  positive  law  oi 
nations,  or  the  inunici pal  law  of  each  state. — - 
We  will  examine  each  ; and  first,  the  law  of 
nature.  To  determine  what  is  the  law  of  na- 
ture, the  simplest  way  may  be,  not  to  embar- 
rass ourselves  with  equivocal  definitions,  but 
to  look  at  things  through  our  best  judgments, 
with  a view  to  discover  their  just  fitness  and 
connection.  We  may  call  in  the  aia  and  au- 
thority of  writers  of  character  and  reputation 
a;id  With  these  lights  seek  our  conclusion.  In 
tli  - view  we  are  able  to  discover  but  tw  o pi  m- 
cii’.les  or  pretences  on  which  the  duty  ofpeipe- 
tu  > i allegiance  is  affirmed,  or  the  right  or  ex- 
patriation denied  —These  are,  the  necessities 
of  the  state  and  the  gratitude  of  the  subject. 
These  are  the  only  grounds  stated  by  \ atteU 
to  whom  alone  I shall  refer  as  my  authority 
for  positions  of  natural  anu  national  law,  be- 
cause I can  refer  to  no  better  authority,  the 
more  especially  as  on  the  points  for  which  I 
shall  use  him,  I believe  lie  agrees  with  all  other 
writers.  ( a.) 

The  obligation  resulting  from  the  necessity 
of  the  state,  can  apply  to  none  but  extreme  cases 
d— such,  for  example,  as  the  instance  of  inva- 
sion, or  the  case  of  war,  when  great  numbers 
should  suddenly  abandon  the  state— a necessi 
ty  that  neither  does  nor  can  exist  in  relation 
t,o  the  few  scattered  instances  of  expatriation 
which  the  practice  and  experience  of  nations 
have  hitherto  exhibited  to  our  view  and  which 
form  the  whole  of  the  instances  abodt  which 
we  reason  ; nor  can  it  form  any  foundation  for 
perpetual  rdlegiaoce  in  the  extent  in  which  it 
is  claimed  ; which  is  not  confined  to  cases  of 
extraordinary  character,  such  as  I have. men- 
tioned but  embraces  every  subject  born  in  the 
country,  and  is  neither  limited  by  time  nor  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  extent  of  that  obligation,  which  is  found- 


( a ) “ Many  distinctions  -will  be  necessary  in  order  to  given  com- 
plete solution  to  the  celebrated  question,  whether  a man  may 
quit  hit  country  or  the  society  of  which  he  is  a member  ? 1.  The 
children  have  a'  natural  attachment  to  the  society  in  which,  they 
are  horn  : being  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  protection  it  has  grant- 
ed to  their  fathers,  they  are  obliged  to  It  in  a great  measure  for 
their  birth  and  education . They  ought  then  to  love  it,  as  we  have 
already  shcivii,e-vf/rcss  a just  gratitude  to  it  and  as  much  as  possi- 
ble return  benefit  for  benefit.  \Ve  have  just  observed  that  they  have 
aright  to  enter  into  the  society  of  which  their  fathers  Wtremem- 
Iv.-r-.  But  every  man  born  free,  the  son  of  a citizen,  arrived  at  years 
of  discretion,  mny  examine  -whether  it  be  convenient fir  him  to  join 
in  the  society  for  -which  he  was  destined  by  his  brith.  If  he  finds  that 
it  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  liynto  remain  in  it,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
leave  it,  making  a return  for  what  has  been  done  in  his  favor, and 
preserving  as  much  as  his  new  engagements  will  allow  him  the 
sentiments  of  love  and  gratitude  lie  owes  it.  Moreover  a man’s 
obligations  to  bis  mftufal  country  may  change,  lessen,  or  entirely 
vanish,  accordingly  as  he  shall  have  quitted  it  lawfully  and  with 
good  reason,  in  on]  r to  chuse  another,  or  has  been  driven  from  it 
meritoriously,  or  contrary  to  justice,  in  due  form  oflaw  or  by  vio- 
lence. As  soon  as  the  child  of  a citizen  arrives  at  manhood  and 
acts  as  a citizen,  he  tacitly  assumes  that  character;  his  obligations, 
like  those  of  others  who  enter  expressly  and  in  due  form  into  en- 
agements  with  society, becomes  stronger  and  more  extensive; 
ut  the  case  is  very  different  with  respect  to  him  of  whom  we  have 
liperi. Speaking.  When  a society  has not  been  contracted  for  a de- 
terminate time,  it  is  allowable  to  quit  it  when  that  separation  can 
be  of  ho  detriment  to  the  society.  A citizen  may  then  quit  the 
state  of  which  he  is  a member,  provided  it  be  in  such  a conjuncture, 
when  he  cannot  nbandon.it  without  dolnfil  a remarkable  prtjudki;.'' 
- f 'cg.  B.  l eh.  19  see.  220.  T 


on  the  gratitude  of  the  subject,  must  beat 
some  proportion  to  the  benefit  that  lie  has  re- 
ceived and  the  favor  that  the  government  has 
conferred.  Row  wlrat  benefit  has  the  subject 
received  ? When  in  a state  of  infancy,  he  has 
been  protected  and  permitted  to  live  up  to  adult 
\ears  in  security  and  peace — Rut  has  this  be- 
nefit imposed  an  obligation  which  has  no  li- 
mits, which  is  commensurate  with  every  facul- 
ty mental  and  physical  which  the  subject  pos- 
sesses, and  coextensive  with  the  duration  of 
his  life  ? Those  who  form  a state  at  given 
time  repay  by  the  ser\ices  of  the  time  the  pro- 
tection of  the  government  for  the  same  period. 
The  services  of  the  ancestor  are  a full  equiva- 
lent to  the  sovereign  for  the  protection  which 
is  enjoyed  by  bis  offspring  as  well  as  himself, 
and  the  son  when  he  arrives  at  adult  age  and 
is  able  himself  to  serve  the  state,  is  nothing  in 
arrear  to  the  government.  Put  the  case  of  any 
actual  society  or  population.  Is  not  the  pro- 
tection of  the  government  fully  repaid  by  the 
gross  population,  including  the  young  and  the 
old,  at  any  given  period?  The  adult  it  may 
be  admitted  owes  a debt  of  gratitude  to  some 
one  for  the  care  and  assistance  by  which  he  has 
been  reared,  - to  his  parent  if  you  please,  but 
certainly  not  to  the  sovereign  who,  it  is  seen, 
has  received  a full  equivalent  for  the  protec- 
tion which  the  subject  has  enjoyed.  There 
appears,  then,  to  be  no  foundation  for  the 
claim  of  perpetual  allegiance  in  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  state,  or  the  gratitude  of  the  sub- 
ject for  the  benefits  lie  has  received.  I will 
illustrate  the  argument  in  relation  to  the  last 
of  these  pretenses  by  the  case  of  parent  and 
child.  The  gratitude  due  by  the  citizen  to 
the  sovereign  cannot  be  greater  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  most  revere  the  obligation,  than 
that  of  the  child  to  the  parent — yet  there  is  no 
man  who  would  not  be  shocked  at  the  injus- 
tice of  the  parent  who  would  claim  from  his 
child  perpetual  servitude,  as  a debt  of  grat  itude 
for  his  nurture. 

Is  there  any  tiling  in  the.  general  nature  of 
government  which  will  authorize  the  doctrine 
of  perpetual  allegiance  ? I do  not  mean  any 
particular  government,  but  government  in  its 
essential  form.  The  very  argument  in  which 
we  are  engaged  seems  to  furnish  the  evidence 
on  whieh  we  must  come  to  a negative  conclu- 
sion. It  proves,  to  say  the  least,  that  the  claim 
of  perpetual  allegiance  is  a question  of  great 
doubt — 'But  the  natural  right  of  man  a she  ex- 
isted when  independent  of  government,  in  a 
state  of  nature  (and  though  we  are  not  reason- 
ing of  men  who  have  ever  been  in  this  state,  it 
is  fair  and  necessary,  in  order  to  ascertain  his 
actual  situation,  to  advert  to  this  possible  state) 
to  go  where  lie  pleased  and  to  serve  whom  he 
pleased,  was  clear  and  indubitable.  The  state 
of  the  fact,  then,  is  this : ilis  original  right  is 
clear,  but  his  subsequent  obligation  is  doubtful, 
and  therefore,  unless  the  less  shall  more  than 
countervail  tfie  stronger  proof,  the  conclusion 
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ought  to  be  that  lie  is  not  bound  to  perpetual 
allegiance. 

But  let  us  continue  the  enquiry — -is  there 
anything  in  the  general  nature  of  government 
which  will  authorize  perpetual  allegiance? 
What  is  the  foundation  of  the  power  of  go- 
vernment? Is  it  not  clearly  and  obviously  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction?  How  else  can  we  suppose 
it  to  exist?  Government  must  be  located.  It 
must  exist  within  territorial  limits  or  with  re- 
ference to  territorial  limits.  Its  basis  then  is 
territorial  jurisdiction  and  its  authority  is  co- 
extensive with  its  territorial  limits  and  the  ex- 
tension of  its  territorial  powers  if  we  seek  for 
examples,  we  shall  find  that  its  authority  ceases 
where  these  cease  and  extends  where  these  ex- 
tend. In  relation  to  territorial  limits,  the  idea 
is  easily  and  perfectly  conceited;  but  of  the  ex- 
tension of  territorial  power,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  speak  and  to  state  the  instances,  which 
will  at  once  illustrate  the  argument  and  esta- 
blish the  rule.  There  is  the  instance  of  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  government  beyond 
its  limits  to  the  distance  of  a certain  num- 
ber of  leagues  from  the  shore;  there  is  also 
the  instance  of  ships  whether  vessels  of  war  or 
merchant  ships.  The  idea  that  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  phrase,  “a  ship  is  a floating 
colony,*5  I know  lias  been  lately  derided;  but 
it  Avas  once  an  approved  and  accepted  doctrine 
with  those  who  now  so  contemptuously  reject 
it.  It  was  no  other  than  this  principle  on  which 
the  celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Robins  was  de- 
cided. This  formed  the  basis,  if  my  memory 
do  not  much  deceive  me,  of  the  argument  on 
that  subject  of  the  distinguished  man  who  now 
presides  with  so  much  advantage  to  the  coun* 
try  and  honor  to  himself  over  the  highest  ju- 
dicial establishment  in  the  United  States  (chief 
justice  Marshall;)  and  it  is  a principle  perfectly 
well  established  in  the  law  of  nations.  Nor 
ts  there  any  distinction,  in  the  principle  itself, 
between  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen;  the 
one  Iras  prevailed  in  practice — a distinction 
which  has.  grown  up  lately,  and  which  origi- 
nated in  the  prudence  of  nations.  This  has  es 
tablished  the  exemption  of  ships  of  war  from 
search;  but  this  exemption  is  evidently  foun- 
ded on  a desire  to  avoid  the  frequent  hostilities 
which  would  result,  and  not  from  the  mere 
consideration  of  the  power  which  distinguishes 
a vessel  of  war  from  a merchant  ship.  The 
relative  power  of  a vessel  of  war  carrying  a few 
guns,  and  a merchantman,  to  that  of  a ship  of1 
the  line,  is  not  materially  different.  It  is  not 
the  mere  warlike  efficiency  of  a vessel  which 
extends  the  power  of  the  government,  but  the 
ensign  of  its  sovereignty  which  represents  its 
territorial  strength.  This  extension  of  terri- 
torial power  embraces  also  the  armies  of  a na- 
tion— far  as  its  ships  can  sail,  or  its  armies 
march,  the  territorial  power  of  a nation  is  ex 
tended.  This  doctrine  is  neither  new  nor  con- 
troverted. Yattle  agrees  with  all  other  writers 


on. the  subject,  and  he  clearly  establishes  all 
the  positions  I have  laid  down.  (6) 

But  the  authority  of  government  is  circum- 
scribed by  its  territorial  limits  and  the  exten- 
sion of  its  territorial  power.  It  seems  to  result, 
then,  that  the  law  of  nature,  as  't  grows  out  of 
the  moral  duties  of  the  subject  k>  the  state,  or 
out  of  the  essential  nature  of  government,  does 
not  establish  ' lie  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

The  positive  law  of  nations  which  is  the  next 
ground  on  which  this  claims  to  be  sustained, 
is  formed  of  the  treaties  and  usages  of  nations. 
These  arc  almost  silent.  There  are,  perhaps, 
no  subsisting  treaties  or  reciprocal  usages  on 
the  subject:  but  as  far  as  the  past  history  of 
nations  affords  any  examples,  they  appear  to 
be  opposed  to  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegi- 
ance. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  how  far  the 
municipal  laws  of  nations  respectively  establish 
this  right.  And  here  I readily  admit  that  the 
municipal  laws  of  England  do  establish  the  doc- 
trine. I think  too,  that  the  municipal  laws  of 
other  nations  generally  accord  with  those  of 
England  on  this  subject.  I then,  at  once,  con- 
cede to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Grosvenor)  all  that  he  so  zealously  endeavor- 
ed to  prove  by  the  learned  and  able  argument? 
which  he  submitted  to  you  the  other  day,  thafc- 
the  municipal  laws  of  England  and  of  nations 
generally  enjoin  upon  the  subject  the  duty  of 
perpetual  allegiance.  And  I admit,  farther, 
that  it  is  of  no  practical  consequence  to  Sav 
that  it  is  neither  supported  by  the  moral  duties 
of  the  subject,  nor  warranted  by  the  essential 
nature  of  government.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  it  is  enforced  by  the  sanctions  which  se- 
cure obedience  to  all  municipal  laws:  though 
it  be  not  just,  it  does  not  cease  to  be  obliga- 
tory wherever  municipal  laws  can  operate. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  those 
who  reason  with  him,  having  established  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  at  once  assume 
in  substance,  though  not,  in  express  terms,  a 
distinct  proposition  equally  necessary  to  their 
conclusion,  whieh  they  have  not  proved  or  even 
attempted  to  prove— namely,  universal  alle- 
giance. I doubt  whether  my  meaning  in  the 
use  of  this  term  may  be  clearly  understood, 
and  therefore  I will  define  it  It  is  intended 
to  say,  that  the  allegiance  claimed  is  not  only 
co-extensive  with  the  territorial  limits  and  the 
extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the  natu- 
ral sovereign ; but  also  goes  with  the  subject 

( b ) “ It  is  natural  to  consider  the  vessels  of  a nation  as  part  of  its" 
territory,  especially  when  they  sail  upon  a free  sea,  since  the  state 
preserves  its  jurisdiction  in  these  vessels.  And  as  according  to  the 
commonly  received  custom,  this  jurisdiction  is  preserved  over  the 
vessels  even  in  parts  of  the  sea  subject  to  a foreign  dominion,  ali 
the  children  born  in  the  vessels  of  a nation,  are  considered  as  born 
in  its  territory.  By  the  same  reason  those  born  in  a foreign  vessel: 
are  reputed  to  be  born  in  a foreign  country.”— Pot.  B.  1,  ch.  19, 
nee-  216. 

“ ’Tis  from  the  same  reasons  that  the  children  born  oht  of  the 
country,  in  the  armies  of  a state,  or  in  the  house  of  its  minister,  at' 
a foreign  court,  are  reputed  to  be  born  in  the  country;  for  a citixen 
absent  from  his  family  on  the  service  of  the  state,  and  who  lives  un- 1 
der  its  dependence  and  jurisdiction, cannot  be  considered  as  being 
joQe  out  of  its  territory'.”—  Vat.  B,  1;  c/r.  19,  stc.  217» 
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•&*,;>  the  territories  and  under  the  territorial 
power  of  every  other  sovereign  under  whose  ju- 
risdiction he  may  reside.  The  argument  of  the 
gentleman,  it  is  admitted,  establishes  perpetual 
allegiance;  but  it  assumes  that  tins  perpetual 
allegiance  is  also  universal.  Now,  the  latter 
is  denied,  and  clearly  does  not  exist;  he  lias 
offered  no  proof  to  establish  it — and  if  we  re- 
.cur  to  the  principles  which  we  have  already- 
proved,  it  will  appear  satisfactorily  that  it  can- 
not exist.  It  has  been  proved  that  the  power 
of  a government  is  only  co-extensive  with  its 
territorial  limits  and  the  extension  of  its  terri- 
torial power.  Beyond  these  it  can  neither  en- 
force duties  nefr  extend  protection.  Now,  the 
basis  of  allegiance  is  protection;  and  all  legal 
duties  must  suppose,  at  least  in  theory  and  in 
the  nature  of  things,  an  ability  to  enforce  them: 
but  beyend  the  territorial  limits  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  territorial  power  of  a govern- 
ment, neither  of  these  exist,  or  can,  in  the  na 


this  argument  necessarily  supposes — let  messy 
to  these  gentlemen,  that  I have  understood  and 
believe  this  provision  of  the  constitution  was 
introduced  into  the  instrument  by  a gentleman 
(Alexander  Hamilton)  who,  I acknowledge, 
was  a very  great  man,  and  to  Whose  memory 
they  are  not  unwilling  to  pay  the  highest 
honors.  Will  the  gentlemen  say  he  was  thus 
ignorant  of  the  relative  lights  and  duties  of 
nations? 

After  these  views  of  the  subject,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  reconcile  with  the  laws  and  prac  tice 
of  nations,  the  apparent  paradoxes  with  the 
absurdity  of  which  the  disputants  cn  either 
side  of  this  question  have  c harged  each  othet. 
It  is  said  that  perpetual  allegiance  is  incompa- 
tible with  naturalization,  and  therefore  that  alt 
governments  which  naturalize,  to  be  consist- 
ent, must  abandon  the  claim  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance. On  the  other  hand  it  is  said  allegiance 
is  perpetual,  and  therefore  you  cannot  natu- 


ture  of  things,  exist;  and,  of  course,  beyond  jralizc.  But  these  are  mistakes,  for  allegiance 
these  allegiance  must  cease.  It  will  be  no  re-  being  only  co  extensive  with  the  territorial 


ply  to  this  argument  to  say  that  on  the  return 
of  the  subject  to  the  dominions  of  his  native 
Sovereign,  his  allegiance  is  restored.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  allegiance  is  not  limited  by  time, 
but  it  vet  remains  to  be  established  that  it  is 


limits  or  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power 
of  a government,  each  operates  within  a sphere 
which  is  exclusive  of  the  sphere  of  the  other. 
Thus  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance  and  the 
right  of  naturalization  aie  compatible,  and  the 


hot  limited  by  space*  That  when  out  of  these  I practice  of  nations  ceases  to  be  paradoxical 
dominions  the  citizen  is  subject  to  a power;  and  absurd.  Again  it  is  said  that  naturaliza- 
wiiich  in  its  nature  only  can  exist  within  them.  Jtion  is  practised  by  all  governments,  and  that 
Nor  will  it  be  more  material  to  prove  that  on  jail  governments,  to  be  consistent,  should  con- 
the  return  off  a subject  to  his  native  country,  | cede  the  right  cf  expatriation,  but  this  is  also 


he  may  be  punished  for  any  offences,  denomi 
nat.ed  such  by  the  internal  laws  of  the  state, 
which  have  been  committed  without  its  limits, 
for  that  will  only  prove  that  the  sovereign  au- 
thority is  uncontrolable  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  state;  that  it  may  enforce  unjust 
laws,  and  inflict  unjust  punishments.  But  it 
is  sufficient  for  the  present  argument  to  say, 
as  will  be  proved  hereafter,  that  when  taken 
•in  arms  he  is  protected  from  the  operation  of 
municipal  laws  by  the  laws  of  arms. 

It  has  even  been  contended  that  we  have  n 


the  right  to  naturalize  the  subjects  of  another 
power,  in  such  a manner  as  to  impose  the  ob- 
ligation of  bearing  arms  against  that  power, 
even  within  our  own  territory,  and  that  if  our 
constitution  and  laws  speak  a different  lan- 
guage they  are  nugatory.  All  nations,  speak- 
ing generally,  have,  indeed,  claimed  the  duty 
of  perpetual  allegiance,  but  the  same  nations, 
at  the  same  time,  have  exercised  the  power  of 
naturalization — the  British  nation  particu- 
larly, withqut  any  formality  of  process,  natu  - 
ralizes the  subjects  of  other  powers  in  the  most 
extensive  sense  of  the  word.  Our  constitution 
on  this  subject  is  as  explicit  as  language  can 
inake  it;  and  it  is  hardly  fair  for  gentlemen  to 
take  for  granted  that  all  the  great  men  who 
formed  and  signed  thatinstrument,  wi  th  W ash- 
ington  at  their  head,  were  so  grossly  ignorant 
of  the  relative  rights  and  duties  ©f  nations  as 
Stun  Von 


a mistake,  for  expatriation  implies  a total  re- 
lease of  the  subject  from  his  allegiance,  as  well 
when  without  as  on  his  return  to  the  territory 
of  his  original  sovereign,  while  naturalization 
is  in  its  operation  only  coextensive  with  the 
territory  and  the  extension  of  the  territorial 
power  of  the  adopted  sovereign.  It  is  then  not 
paradoxical  to  say,  that  governments  deny  the 
right  of  expatriation  and  exercise  the  power  of 
naturalization — accordingly  tve  find  that  go- 
vernments generally  have  denied  the  right  of 
expatriation  and  have  exercised,  at  the  same 


time,  the  power  of  naturalization. 

But  I repeat,  and  I will  now  endeavor  to 
prove,  that  the  question  of  retaliation  has  been 
very  improperly  connected  with  those  of  per- 
petual allegiance,  naturalization  and  expatria- 
tion. Perpetual  allegiance  i6  indeed  so  far 
connected  with  retaliation  as  to  be  the  pretence 
under  which,  sometimes,  that  act  of  an  enemy 
is  committed  which  renders  retaliation  neces- 
sary, and  naturalization  is  so  far  connected 
with  it,  as  to  increase  the  obligation  of  the 
adopted  sovereign  to  retaliate  for  the  injury 
done  to  the  Naturalized  citizen  as  the  ties 
which  bind  them  together  are  more  close  and 
numerous,  and  more  solemn,  than  those  which, 
connect  a sovereign  and  the  stranger  who 
merely  bears  arms  in  Ids  service.  The  foun  - 
dation, however,  of  the  right  of  retaliation  is 
not  at  all  formed  by  these  ties;  but  by  the  laws'.- 
H 9 
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and  usages  of  civilized  nations  in  war.  The 
proper  mode  of  discussing  this  question  was 


sometimes  requires  and 
commands  us  to  do  both, 
that  though  retaliation  he  admitted  to  he  a ge- 
neral right  of  war,  yet  when  the  natural  sove- 


justice  sometimes 
It  is  however  said* 


reign  finds  his  subject  in  arms  against  him,  he 
has  a right  to  punish  him  as  a traitor,  and  that 
the  sovereign  in  whose  ranks  and  under  whose 
colors  lie  fought  has  no  right  to  retaliate.  But 
has  not  this  argument  been  already  refuted? 


well  indicated  by  the  example  of  the  venerable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Findley)  from  Fenn.  and  has 
been  pursued  with  great  success,  by  the  gen 
tlernan  (Mr.  Robertson)  from  Louisiana,  the 
latter  part  of  whose  speech,  that  which  was 
delivered  during  the  last  ten  minutes  he  ad- 
dressed you,  was  in  my  opinion,  worth  all  (I 
denynot  the  abstract  talent  displayed  by  others)  Has  it  not  been  proved  that  all  the  rights  of 
that  lias  been  said  within  as  well  as  without}  the  victor  over  the  captive  are  merged  in  those 
these  walls  on  the  subject,  because  he  proved  of  war?  There  is  no  collision  between  themu- 
by  the  best  examples  what  is  the  usage  of  na-  nieipal  laws  and  the  laws  of  war.  The  cap- 
tions on  this  point;  which  at  once  presented  tive  is  a prisoner  of  war  and  in  this  character 
the  proper  mode  and  the  true  ob  ject  of  inquiry  , never  becomes  subject  to  any  other  than  the 
Before  the  mitigated  practice  of  modern  times  laws  of  war. 

had  softened  and  civilised  the  character  of  war.  But  it  is  attempted  to  be  proved  by  legal 

it  would  have  been  considered  absurd  in  the  and  historical  instances,  that  Great  Britain 
victor  to  talk  of  his  right  to  punish  the  van  has  punished  her  subjects  who  have  been  taken 
quished,  as  a traitor  under  the  municipal  laws  in  arms  against  her,  and  thcncc  it  is  inferred 
of  his  native  country,  when  he  had  been  taken  that  this  is  the  law  of  nations  generally  and 
m arms  against  it.  The  rights  of  war  gave' of  war.  Were  the  premises  admitted  thecon- 
him  the  readier  means  of  his  sword  and  his! elusion  would  not  follow.  But  these  exam- 
will.  Amidst  arms  municipal  laws  are  cor-} pies  only  prove  exceptions  to  the  general  rule, 
rectly  said  to  be  silent — the  original  right  of' They  are  cases  in  which  power  and  violence 
the  victor  was  to  put  his  prisoner  to  death — jhave  trampled  on  law  and  principle,  because 
This  is  still  his  extreme  right  and  still  existsjno  national  or  other  arm  of  sufiicient  vigor 
in  such  degree  as  to  merge  and  in  effect  to  an-}  was  interposed  to  protect  and  save  the  victims, 
liihiiate  all  other  rights  over  the  captive,  but i The  instances  which  have  been  mentioned  are 
it  is  a right  controled  by  the  mitigated  usages' generally  those  which  grew  out  of  civil  wars 
of  modern  times,  and  these  usages  have  become  and  occurred  at  times  when  all  resistance  to  the 
the  established  laws  and  rights  ofeivilized  war.  government  had  been  put  down  and  there  re- 
Examples  of  these  mitigated  usages  are  nu-  mained  no  ability  in  the  vanquished  to  execute 
merous.  The  property  of  the  subjects  of  an j retaliation.  Such  were  the  cases  of  iEneas 
enemy  is  on  land  generally  held  inviolable.  McDonald,  colonel  Townley,  and  others.  In 
Persons  not  belligerent,  though  enemies,  are  that  of  doctor  Story,  which  was  most  relied 
not  even  treatedas  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  upon  by  the  gentleman  from.  North  Carolina, 
ocean  they  are  suffered  to  pass  unmolested,' (Mr.  Gaston,)  though  he  had  become  a Spanish 


and  are  often,  within  the  territory  of  an  ene- 
my, permitted  to  reside  in  peace,  protected  by 
the  laws  of  the  state.  But,  above  all  the  life 
of  the  prisoner  of  war  is  to  be  held  sacred,  and 
he  is  to  be  treated  with  humanity  and  kind- 
ness. Engrafted  on  these  usages,  to  secure 
them  from  violation,  arose  the  practice  of  re- 
taliation, which,  far  from  being,  even  where 


subject  and  resided  in  the  dominions  of  Wpain 
for  some  years,  yet  he  had  returned  to  Eng- 
land and  there  had  committed  treason.  On 
such  a case  there  could  be  no  question.  [Mr. 
Gaston  said  this  case  was  generally  misunder- 
stood, and  was  taken  to  he  such  as  had  been 
just  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina— but  in  Dyer’s  Reports,  where  the  case 
it  extends  to  the  deprivation  of  human  life,  an  | was  best  reported,  it  would  appear  that  the 
act  of  cruelty,  is  when  soberly  and  correctly,! treason  was  committed  in  Flanders.}  I am 
though  sternly  and  inexorably  applied,  sacred  glad  said  Mr.  C.  that  the  gentleman  has  cor 
to  humanity.  Were  it  not  for  this  sanction, 
we  should  probably  soon  bid  adieu  to  the  civi- 
lized and  mitigated  character  of  modern  war. 


reeled  me.  I should  be  very  sorry  to  misre- 
present the  argument  of  any  gentleman,  and 
especially  that  of  one  whose  conduct  in  debate 
which  would  assume  its  ancient  ferocity.  Acts  : is  so  fair  and  honorable  as  that  of  the  gentle- 
of  retaliation  are  like  judicial  sacrifices  on  the  man  from  North  Carolina.  I have  not  exa- 
altar  of  justice,  in  which,  though  humanity  mined  the  case  particularly,  because  the  prin- 
may  weep,  the  offended  laws  must  be  satisfied,  ciple  of  my  argument  admits  these  cases.  My 
If  it  be  replied  that  the  instance  is  dissimilar,  object  was  merely  to  class  and  characterise 
because  the  subject  of  retaliation  is  innocent,  them.  Let  it  not  however  be  understood, 
it  is  answered  that  the  victims  of  war  are  ge  when  I say  that,  most  of  the  instances  relied 
nerally  innocent.  It  must  he  ever  a subject  upon  occurred  in  civil  wars,  that  therefore  I 
of  lamentation  when  we  are  obliged  to  take  admit  them  to  have  been  authorised  by  the 
the  life  of  man.  It  is  still  more  a subject  laws  of  the  war.  On  the  contrary  I will  de- 
of  lamentation  when  the  blood  of  the  inno  monstate,  that  even  in  civil  wars,  the  law  off 
cent  is  shed,  but  the  condition  of  humanity  nations  protects  the  life  of  the  captive  who* 
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has  resisted  his  natural  sovereign,  and  secures 
him  the  rights  of  a prisoner  of  war  according 
to  the  usages  of  modern  times.  That  when 
these  rights  have  been  violated,  retaliation  is 
authorised  and  that  history  records  the  in- 
stances in  which  it  has  been  successfully  exer- 
cised. I hear  it  suggested,  (by  Mr.  Grosvenor) 
that  in  civil  wars  this  may  be  the  law  and 
usage  of  nations,  but  that  it  is  otherwise  when 


bloody  and  destructive.  Who  could  without 
horror  read  the  savage  cruelties  committed  by 
the  baron  des  Adi  ets?  By  turns  a catholic  and 
a protestant  he  distinguished  himself  by  his 
barbarity  to  both  sides.  At  leng th  there  was 
a necessity  for  departing  from  such  a f ee- 
tations  of  judicial  superiority  against  pa  sons 
who  could  support  their  cause  szcord  in  hand 
and  of  treating  them  not  as  criminal s,  hut  as 
the'subjects  of  one  sovereign  join  the  arms  of  enemies.  Even  troops  have  often  refused  to 

1 v - ~”n  a war  wherein  the  prince  expose*  d em 

si  reprisals.  Offit  *rs  who  had  the  highest 


another  sovereign  with  whom  he  is  at  war. 
This  does  indeed  seem  to  be  a very  extraor- 
dinary distinction — it  does  appear  to  me  that 
if  this  inviolability  of  the  captive  can  be  esta- 
blished to  be  the  law  and  usage  of  war  in  civil 
contents,  it  is  a fortiori  proved  to  be  the  law 
and  usage  of  national  contests.  A single  au- 
thority will  put  the  first  of  these  positions  be- 
yond doubt — Vattel  says  u a civil  war  breaks 
the  bands  of  society  and  government,  or  at 
least  it  suspends  their  force  and  effect;  pro 
duces  in  the  nation  two  independent  parties 
considering  each  other  as  enemies  and  acknow- 
ledging no  common  judge;  therefore  of  neces- 
sity these  two  parties  must,  at  least  for  a time, 
be  considered  as  forming  two  separate  bodies, 


servein  a war  wherein  the  prince  exposer  f em 
to  cruc 

sense  of  honor,  though  ready  to  shed  their 
biood  in  the  field  of  battle  for  his  sen  ice,  have 
not  thought  it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  run 
the  hazard  of  an  ignominious  < eat.h.  There- 
fore whenever  a numerous  party  thinks  it  has 
a right  to  resist  the  sovereign  and  finds  itself 
able  to  declare  that  opinion  szcord,  in  hand  the 
war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  them  iv  the 
same  manner  as  between  tzco different  nations; 
and  they  are  to  leave  open  the  same  means  of 
preventing  enormous  violences  and  restoring 
peace.” 

Here  then,  we  see,  the  reason  on  which  the 
rights  and  usages  of  nations  are  applied  to  civil 


two  distinct  people,  though  ©ne  of  them  mayjwa  s,  is,  that  those  who  re.*.ist  have  swords  in 
be  in  the  wrong  in  breaking  the  continuity  of! their  bands  and  become  assimilated  to  inde- 
the  state,  to  raise  up  against  lawful  authority,  pendent  nations. 


they  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact;  besides, 
who  shall  judge  them?  Who  shall  pronounce 
on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong  lies?  On 


In  short  the  basis  of  retaliation  isbumanity. 
As  no  nation  or  body  of  men  will  suffer  their 
enemies  to  put  those  to  death  who  fight  under 


earth  they  have  no  common  superior.  Thus! their  banners  under  any  pretence  whatever' — 
they  are  in  the  case  of  tzco  nations,  who  having! interest  and  fear  restrain  an  enemy  from  put- 
a dispute  which  they  cannot  adjust,  are  com-;  ting  his  prisoners  to  death  whenhe knows  the 
pelled  to  decide  it  by  force  of  arms.  [act  will  be  retaliated.  But  retaliation  is  always 

“ Things  being  thus  situated  it  is  very  evi-;a  question  of  expediency.  If  we  were  at  war 
dent  that  the  common  laws  of  war,  those  max- 1 with  a nation  dead  to  all  the  sensibilit  ies  of  our 
ims  of  humanity,  moderation  and  probity,  | nature,  a nation  that  would  suffer,  without  i*e- 
which  we  have  before  enumerated  and  recom-j morse  or  feeling,  its  innocent  subjects  to  be- 
mended,  are  in  civil  wars  to  be  observed  on) come  victims  to  a sanguinary  violation  on  its 
both  sides.  The  same  reasons  on  which  thejown  part,  of  the  usages  of  civilized  war,  we 
obligation  between  state  and  state  is  founded,  \ might  be  obliged  to  forbear  as  we  would  know 
render  them  even  more  necessary  in  the  un-!the  object  of  retaliation  would  not  be  gained. 


happy  circumstances  when  two  incensed  par 
ties  are  destroying  their  common  country. 
Should  the  sovereign  conceive  he  has  a 
right  to  hang  up  Lis  prisoners  as  rebels, 
the  opposite  party  will  make  reprisals.  If 
he  does  not  religiously  observe  the  capitu- 
lations, and  all  the  conventions  made  with 
his  enemies,  they  will  no  longer  rely  on  his 
word ; should  he  burn  and  destroy  they  will 
follow  his  example;  the  wav  will  become  cruel 
and  horrid;  its  calamities  will  increase  on  the 
nation.  The  duke  de  Monpensier’s  infamous 
and  barbarou's  excesses  against  the  reformed 
in  France,  are  too  well  known:  The  men  were 
delivered  up  to  the  executioner,  and  the  women 
to  the  brutality  of  the  soldiers  What  zcas  the 
consequence?  The  reformed  became  exaspe- 
rated, they  took  vengeance  cf  such  inhuman 


highly  of  the 


But,  for  myself,  I deem  mor 
British  nation  and  government — I do  not  be- 
lieve the  government  of  that  nation  to  he  so 
wicked  as  to  provoke  the  consequences  which 
must  inevitably  follow  the  execution  of  ti  e 
barbarous  threat  they  have  uttered — that  they 
would  treat  as  criminals  the  natives  of  Great 
Britain  who  have  been  taken  prisoners  in  our 
ranks.  Deserters  alone  have  been  permitted 
to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that 
the  life  of  a prisoner  shall  be  sacred;  and  the 
humanity  of  modern  times  has  even  contrived 
the  means  of  saving  the  lives  of  deserters. 
Hence  the  practice  of  permitting  the  garrisons 
of  captured  places  to  march  out  with  a certain, 
number  of  covered  waggons  which  are  not  to 
be  searched.  (Vattel  b.  3.  ch.  8 sec.  144  ) The 
eason  given  is.  that  they  become  numerous 


practices;  and  the  war  before  sufficiently  cruel,  land  that  humanity  forbids  their  destruction, 
as  a civil  and  religious  war,  became  more 'undoubtedly  a very  sufficient  reason;  but  ex 
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actly  the  reverse  of  that  which  is  sometimes 
urged  in  justification  of  the  threat  ot  the  Bri- 
tish government.  It  is  said  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sameness  of  language,  similarity 
of  personal  appearance,  connexions  in  trade 
and  ease  and  frequency  of  intercourse,  those 
who  join  us  are  numerous  and  therefore  it  is 
pecessary  to  punish  them  when  found  in  arms. 

I must  again  bring  to  your  notice  the  autho- 
rity which  was  yesterday  presented  to  you  by 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Robertson) 
because  it  bears  so  directly  on  the  question 
before  you,  and  affords  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  legislators  and  statesmen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain herself,  confirming  entirely  the  doctrine 
on  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
acts  at  this  time. 

[Here  Mr.  G.  read  several  extracts  from  a 
debate  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  a bill  to 
raise  a corps  of  French  emigrants,  in  which 
Mr  Burke  was  the  principal  speaker.]  (c) 

(r)  Lord  Molgrave  s'ajd  “ he  rose  chiefly  to  answer  one  part  of 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  which  re- 
1 ited  to  retaliation.  A contrary  doctrine,  lie  said,  would  lead  to 
the  most  dreadful  situation,  for  if  the  enemy  should  pursue  this 
method  of  assassination,  and  should  find  that  we  do  not  do  every 
thing  in  our  power  to ■ det»  r them,  they  would  bully  us  from  day  to 
day  with  the  threat  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  inspiring  terror.  He 
knew  it  was  hot  the  custom  of  civilizednations  or  of  modern  times 

put  prisoners  of  war  to  death;  iHit  if  our  enemies  deserted  that 
civilized  practice,  we  must  in  Justice  to  ourselves  retaliate.  He 
•was  perhaps  going  tro  involve  himself  in  what  he  vyas  going  to  say, 
but  candor  demanded  it  and  he  should  speak  plainly.  The  ground 
on  which  he  intended  to  proceed  at  Toulon  was  this— he  should 
have  sent  out  a flag  of  truce,  st.d|.<  to  the  enemy  ,'tkatif  any  such 
'violi'nce  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  feelings  of  humanity  were  off,  »•- 
ed  by  themfhe  should  man  for  man  retaliate;  and  however  cruel 
that  might  seem  in  us,  and  howe'er  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
human  nature,  he  was  ivadv  to  declare  he  believed  it  to  be  neees- 
4iry  in  such  a situation,  for  if  we  did  not  proceed  on  equal  terms 
We  should  not  carry  on  the  war  at  all.’" 

Ia  another  part  of  the  debate  he  said,  “ While  he  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  troops  there  (Toulon)  and  the  French  who 
voluntarily  flocked  to  their  standard,  under  the  authority  and  invi- 
tation of  iiis  majesty’s  proclamation,  he  had  always  considered  the 
bitter  entitled  to  the  same  protection , in  every  respect,  from  him  as 
the  British  troops”  " 

Mr.  Duhdas  said,  '‘From  this  topic  he  would  refrain,  not  because 
he  was  less  adverse  to  every  calamitous  consequence  of  retaliation 
out  because  he  considered  every  thing  that  might  or  could  be  said 
upon  the  subject,  undo  the  present  circumstance  ; to  be  injudicious 
and  i in  prudent.  Generals  who  for  humanity  and  wisdom  have  been 
inferior  to  none  who  have  yet  lived,  have  found  it  necessary, in  the 
field  of  battle,  to’  stop  cruelty  by  retaliation.”  “ Every  thing  on 
this  subject,  he  said,  depends’ upon  circumstances',  such  as  the  con- 
duct ami  imnracter  of  an  en-uny,  whether  he  be  polished  or  savage, 
|ionorabl.e  r :un principled.” 

• Mr.  Burke  said,  “ Vs  a general  principle  founded  on  policy  and 
the  laws  of  nations,  I am  ready  to  repeat  and  maintain,  tiiat  retalia- 
tion of  any  severity  which  an  enemy  may  practice,  is  right  and 
proper.  The  lex  tali  mis  i«  a part  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  founded 
on  that  of  nature.  These  corps  must  he  considered  purely  as  a part 
of  the  army  under  whose  banners  they  serve:  God  forbid  that 

the  authors  of  murder  should  not  find  it  recoil  on  their  own  heads. 
Such  is  mv  opinion' relative  to  the  justice  and  policy  of  retaliation. 
I would  suffer  no  One  act  of  severity  to  pass  unretaliated.”—' i(  To 
pie  honor  of  practical  humanity  only  four  instances  of  wanton  and 
linnecegtarym  Order  Occurred  through  the' whole  course  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  a forbearance  which  reflects  equal  credit  on  both  parties,' 
In  the  history  of  princes  some  instances  of  unnecessary  severity  may 
be  found  hut  their  general  practice  is  just  and  merciful.  I,  for  in- 
stance, think  that  Cameron  and  Radelifle,  in  the  latt  r parts  of 
our  own  history,  should  not  have  been  executed.  In  68S  the  Irish 
brigades  were' taken  into  the  service  of  France  and  retained  their 
own  uniform,  yet  England,  though  often  courageously  opposed  by 
these  troops,  has  not  in  any  instance  treated  them  as  rebels,  when 
the  fortune'  of  war  cast  them  into  their  power.  In  the  rebellion 
of  1746,’ a-  whole  regiment  of  them  were  taken,  but  no  severity  was 
practised;  France,  under  Louis  14th,  conducted  herself  in  the 
same  way.  Many  of  her  regiments,  after  the  crii'i  and  impolitic 
Revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  were  taken  into  die  pay  of  Prus- 
sia, Holland* and  Britain;  yet  she  never  Sacrificed  these  troops  When 
they  became  prisoners.  The  battle  of  Fontenoy  was  gained  princi- 
pally from  theTrish  brigades;  and  though  'they  fought  in  Open  re 
b-llion,  these  extremities  were  not  thought  ot:  Lord  Ligouier,an 
officer  of  great  "note-in  the  English  service,  a Frenchman  by  birth, 
when  taken  prisoner  fighting  against  France,  was  exchangi-d  in  the 
Wstw.i  course  foi*  an  officer  of  the  same  rank.  Fact  is  the  mortal 


Mi*  C.  continued:  No  human  authority  c&u 
be  of  more  value  than  that  of  this  great  man 
(Mr.  Burke)  who  at  once  teaches  the  doctrine 
and  gives  the  examples  which  establish  that 
doctrine  in  all  the  extent  in  which  this  gov  era-, 
ment  claims  the  right  to  exercise  it.  It  is  true 
that  in  this  debate,  Mr.  Sheridan  attempts  to 
destroy  the  value  and  impeach  the  accuracy 
of  some  of  the  instances  which  Mr.  Burke  had 
mentioned,  but,  as  was  to  have  been  expected, 
he  has  not  succeeded.  Mr.  Sheridan  says,  in 
each  of  the  examples  Mr.  Burke  had  mention- 
ed “ except  with  regard  to  America  he  had 
entirely  failed.  The  first  is  the  conduct  of  the 
English  with  regard  to  the  Irish  regiments  in 
the  French  service  in  the  year  1 745;  a space  of 
near  60  years  had  elapsed  when  they  took  some 
of  them  prisoners  but  it  was  not  very  probable 
that  many  of  those  who  left  Ireland  in  1688 
returned  to  invade  England  in  1745”  “The 
next,  he  says,  was  the  Conduct  of  the  French 
to  lord  Ligonier  who  was  one  of  the  French 
refugees  banished  from  France  by  the  edict 
of  Nantz  (which  was  in  itself  one  of  the  most 
cruel  and  barbarous  actions  that  ever  dis- 
graced history)  in  the  year  1682,  and  he  was 
taken  prisoner  in  the  year  1747:  a period  of 
65  years;  so  that  the  probability  is,  that  it  w as 
the  father  of  his  lordship  who  was  a refugee; 
or  at  least  that  his  lordship  must  have  been  a 
child  in  arms  at  the  time.” 

It  seems  to  be  a work  of  supererogation  to 
attempt  to  support  the  authority  of  Edmund 
Burke,  yet  it  may  be  proper  to  say  a few  words 
in  reply  to  these  objections  of  Mr  Sheridan. 
Though  it  be  true,  as  he  states,  that  few  of  the 
Irish  brigades  who  entered  the  French  ser- 
vice in  1688  remained  to  invade  England  in 
1745,  yet  it  is  a fact,  well  attested  by  history, 
that  these  corps  W’ere  afterwards  kept  up  by 
the  enlistment  of  the  natives  of  Ireland,  a fact 
wh  ich  leaves  the  exam  pie  a 1 1 east  eq  u al  1 y strong. 
Admit,  too,  lord  Ligonier  to  have  been  a child 
in  arms  but  a native  of  France,  is  not  the  exam- 
ple one  which  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
doctrine  of  those  who  in  this  argument  deny 
the  right  of  retaliation.  They  allow  neither  age 
nor  circumstances  to  form  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule 

I intended  to  have  particularized  many 
more  examples  but  the  time  I have  already 
consumed  admonishes  me  to  forbear.  The 
recent  case  ofNapper  Tandy  is  a strong  one; 
But  I mention  it  rather  that  it  may  be  under- 
stood and  that  its  facts  may  be  correctly  stat- 
ed, than  to  multiply  examples.  I think  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor) 
stated  that  the  ground  on  W’hich  he  was  par- 
doned was  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest  in 
a neutral  territory,  that  of  Hamburgh — and 

enemy  of  declamation,  as  analysis  is  of  rhetoric;  and,  perhaps  from 
some  decay  of  imagination  likewise,  I feel  much  inclined  to  avail 
myself  of  these  advantages  on  this  occasion,  The  same  instances  of 
mercy  and  forbearance  may  be  collected  from  the  conduct  cf  Ge^». 
many,  Sweden,  ami  ev  ery  other  power  iii  Europe.”  '■* 
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that  his  pardon  was  granted  in  consequence  of 
the  interposition  of  the  authorities  of  that  city. 
But  this  cannot  be — -that  Napper  Tandy  was 
in  the  service  of  France  when  he  was  arrest 
edaadthat  his  release  was  demanded  by  France, 
are  facts  which  I take  to  he  unquestionable. 
Retaliation  was  threatened,  and  I believe  (l| 
will  not  speak  with  confidence)  the  subjects 
jpf  that  retaliation  weie  designated.  To  this 
interposition  of  France,  Great  Britain  no  doubt 
yielded.  We  know  the  great  pains  the  latter 
took  to  obtain  the  person  of  this  man.  She 
not  only  violated  the  independence  of  a neutral 
state,  but  she  intreated Russia  in  the  endeavor 
to  get  his  person  into  her  power;  and  it  is  not 
easy  to  believe  that  after  all  this  had  been 
done,  she  would  have  been  moved  to  release 
him  from  clemency  to  the  individual  or  re 
epcct  to  a weak  state  whose  feebleness  had 
-provoked  so  gross  a violation  of  its  indepen- 
dence. 

But  there  is  another  instance,  in  every  re- 
spect, more  distinguished  than  any  which  have 
been  yet  mentioned,  which  may  be  adduced 
to  support  the  doctrine  that  prisoners  of  war- 
are  not  to  be  treated  as  criminals  though  taken 
in  arms  against  their  native  country — It  is  af- 
forded by  the  conduct  of  the  king  of  Prussia 
in  the  seven  years  war.  lie  recruited  his 
army  from  the  neighboring  states  of  Germa 
ny  with  whom  he  was  at  war,  and  at  one  time 
enlisted  seventeen  thousand  Saxons  who  were 
not  only  the  subjects  of  his  enemy  but  his  pri- 
soners, and  yet  we  hear  of  no  executions  for 
treason  and  consequently  no  instances  of  re- 
taliation. It  is  from  the  general  submission 
of  the  states  of  Europe  to  the  rule  of  civilized 
war  for  which  we  contend,  that  we  find  the 
sub  ject  of  retaliation  occurs  rather  in  treatises 
on  the  laws  of  nations  than  in  the  examples 
of  history.  The  instances  are  numberless  in 
which  subjects  hive  borne  arms  against  the 
sovereign  of  their  native  country,  have  been 
taken  in  arms  and  have  been  treated  as  prison 
ers,  while  we  have  not  had  one  single  instance 
stated  where  the  adopted  sovereign  has  inter- 
posed his  protection  in  which  it  has  not  been 
effectual. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Y ork  (Mr.  Gros- 
venor)  has  said  this  is  a foreign  cause.  If  I 
did  not  consider  it  to  be  an  American  cause 
I would  abjure  and  abandon  it.  I am  not  una- 
ware that  by  the  protection  given  to  naturaliz- 
ed citizens,  some  men  of  the  worthless  and 
flagitious  character,  which  was  so  strongly  de 
picted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  will 
be  embraced':  but  the  bounties  of  a govern- 
ment acting  necessarily  by  general  rules,  like 
some  of  those  which  Providence  dispenses  in 
this  life,  must  fall  without  discrimination  on 
the  good  and  on  the  bad.  The  cause,  how- 
ever, is  not  thereforea  bad  or  a foreign  cause 
It  is  the  cause  of  the  justice,  the  honor,  the 
sworn  faith  of  the  government  and  the  peo- 


ple—of  the  native  people  of  the  soil,  who  are 
bound  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  have  giv- 
en to  their  naturalized  brethren  to  protect 
them ; and  if  some  unworthy  men  take  re- 
fuge under  the  sanctuary  of  its  protecting 
shade,  they  will  seek  it  and  enjoy  it,  as  the 
felon  was  used  to  do  who  lied  to  the  foot 
of  the  altar  of  that  religion  which  he  had 
trampled  on  and  abused,  but  which  did  not 
therefore  reject  him  from  its  holy  asylum  ! 

And  now,  sir,  from  all  that  1 have  said,  I 
think  I am  authorized  to  conclude,  that,  while 
I admit  perpetual  allegiance  to  be  a principle 
of  the  municipal  law  of  England  and  of  civiliz- 
ed states  generally  ; the  power  of  naturaliza- 
tion is  exercised,  at  the  same  time,  by  all  those 
states  ; and  that  they  are  compatible  with 
eacli  other.  That  the  right  of  retaliation  does 
not  depend  on  questions  of  allegiance,  natu- 
ralization or  expatriation,  but  on  the  laws  and 
usages  or  civilized  war.  That  these  concede 
to  belligerent  sovereigns  the  right  of  protec- 
ting by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  not  only  their 
naturalized  subjects,  but  all  those  who  fight 
under  their  banners.  That  all  persons  taken 
in  arms,  without  regard  to  their  allegiance,  are 
to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  deserters  only 
excepted — and  that  the  fate  of  these  also  is  ge- 
nerally mitigated. 

I will  add  one  word  on  the  duty  of  the  ex- 
ecutive It  is  the  general  duty  of  the  execu- 
tive to  protect  by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  all 
those  who  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.—? 
But  this  is  a duty  which  is  to  be  governed  by 
circumstances,  and  to  be  executed  with  great 
caution  and  sobriety,  but  with  equal  decision 
and  firmness.  If  government  has  been  pledged 
to  protect  those  who  have  borne  arms,  whe- 
ther naturalized  or  not,  it  ought  to  extend 
that  protection  at  every  hazard  and  by  every 
sacrifice  which  may  result  from  a judicious 
exercise  of  the  right  of  retaliation.  It  ought 
certainly  to  embrace  all  naturalized  citizens. 
In  relation  to  British  subjects,  who  have  not 
been  naturalized,  who  may  be  in  the  army, 
they  ought  to  be  permitted  immediately  to  re- 
tire from  the  service,  if  government  has  the 
least  hesitation  in  extending  to  them  an  equal 
protection  with  its  naturalized  or  native  citi- 
zens. Indeed  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  its 
best  policy  at  once  to  permit  every  British  sub- 
ject in  the  service  to  retire — I believe  it  would 
not  diminish  our  forces  a battalion — and  then 
steadilyand  firmly  defend  thelives  ofthoee  who 
have  been  naturalized.  Thus  to  circumscribe 
ourdutiesand  strengthen  our  resolution  toper- 
form  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 
venor)  has  said,  I believe,  that  if  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate execute  this  threat  of  retaliation,  ar.d 
one  drop  of  American  blood  be  shed  in  con- 
sequence, his  soul  will  be  crimsoned  with  it. 
1 will,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  if  lie  shall  fail 
to  retaliate,  if  circumstances  shaty-  unlortu- 
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nately  require  and  authorize  such  a conduct, 
whatever  may  be  the  sentence  of  our  day, 
posterity,  judging  more  justly,  will  lament 
the  degradation  of  the  country,  and  will  pity, 
if  it  do  not  more  severely  censure,  the  weak- 
ness of  the  magistrate  who  failed  to  do  his  du- 
ty and  support  the  character  of  the  nation. 


Commodores  Decatur  & Hardy. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. — The  following 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  commodores 
Decatur  and  Hardy,  and  captain  Stackpoole,  in  re- 
Jaiion  to  the  proposed  meeting-  of  the  United  States 
and  M cedonian,  with  the  Endymion  and  Statira, 
were  some  time  since  obtained  by  an  American  pri- 
soner lately  on  board  the  British  squadron  off  New- 
London. 

United  States ’ ship  United  States , 

JYeru-London , 1 7th  Jan.  1814. 

Sm — Having  been  informed  by  Nicholas  Moran, 
the  master  of  a sloop  recently  captured  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  ship  Endymion,  now  lying  before 
this  port,  that  whilst  he  was  on  board  the  R.amilies, 
and  in  your  hearing,  captain  Hope  of  l he  Endymion 
did  ask  him  whether  the  frigate  the  United  States' 
would  not  avoid  an  action;  he  further  states  that  he 
heard  you  declare  it  to  be  your  wish  that  the  United 
States  ship  Macedonian  should  have  a meeting  with 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Statira,  that  you  would 
furnish  men  and  give  room  for  such  meeting,  but 
that  you  would  not  permit  the  challenge  to  come 
from  your  side. 

The  Endymion,  I am  informed,  carries  twenty-four 
pounders  and  mounts  fifty  guns  in  all;  this  ship  also 
carries  twenty  .four  pounders  and  mounts  forty-eight 
guns,  besides  a twelve  pound  carronade,  a boat  gun. 

Tne  Statira  mounts  fifty,  the  Macedonian  forty- 
seven,  metal  the  same,  so  that  the  force  on  both 
sides  is  as  nearly  equal  as  we  could  expect  to  find. 

If  Mr.  Moran’s  statement  be  correct,  it  is  evident 
captains  Hope  and  Stackpoole  have  the  laudable 
desire  of  engaging  with  their  ships,  the  United 
States  and  Macedonian.  We,  sir,  are  ready  and 
equally  desirous  for  such  meeting  forthwith. 

Tiie  only  difficulty  that  appears  to  be  in  the  way, 
is  from  whom  the  formal  invitation  is  to  come.  If, 
sir,  you  admit  Moran’s  statement  to  be  correct,  the 
difficulty  will  be  removed,  and  you  will  be  pleased 
to  consider  this  as  an  invitation;  at  the  same  time 
we  beg  you  will  assure  captains  Hope  and  Stack- 
poole, that  no  personal  feelings  towards  them  induce 
n>e  to  make  this  communication,  they  are  solicitous 
to  add  to  the  renown  of  their  country — we  lienor 
their  motives. 

Captain  Biddle,  who  will  have  the  honor  to  de- 
liver you  this,  is  authorised,  on  our  part,  to  make 
any  arrangements  which  may  be  thought  necessary. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

To  com.  sir  Thomas  Masteraian  Hardy,  Bt.  See.  &c.  &c. 

His  majesty’s  ship  Statira, ofFNew-London,  17th  Jan.  1S14. 

Snt— -Captain  sir  Tnomas  Mas  term  m Hardy,  ba- 
ronet, and  commodore  off  New -London,  has  this  af- 
ternoon handed  me  a letter  from  you,  expressing  a 
desire  that  the  United  States  ship  Macedonian,  com- 
manded by  captain  Jones,  should  meet  his  majes- 
ty’s ship  Statira  under  my  command;  and  that  the 
United  States’  ship  United  States,  bearing  your 
broad  pendant  would  embrace  the  same  opportunity 
of  meeting  the  Endymion,  commanded  by  captain 
llope.  hi  the  event  of  sir  Thomas  Ilurdy’s  permit-. 


ting  our  joint  acceptation  of  this  rendeivous,  I of 
course  must  be  the  senior  officer;  but  in  the  interim  I 
shall  confine  my  reply  to  your  obliging  letter  as  to 
the  future  acts  of  his  majesty’s  ship  1 have  the  honor 
to  command. 

It  will  afford  her  captain,  officers  and  crew,  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  meet  captain  Jones  in  the  Ma- 
cedonian to-morrow,  next  day,  or  whenever  such  a 
meeting  may  better  suit  his  purpose,  let  him  only 
be  pleased  to  appoint  the  day  and  place;  say  six  or 
ten  leagues  south  of  Montaug  Point,  or  further  if 
lie  pleases.  My  only  object  for  selecting  this  dis- 
tance from  the  shore,  is  to  avoid  any  interruption; 
little  I think  can  be  apprehended,  as  all  the  captains 
commanding  frigates,  excepting  one,  in  these  seas, 
are  junior  to  me,  and  in  the  event  of  chance,  or 
accident,  meeting  him,  I will  hoist  a i\tg  of  truce, 
pledging  the  word  and  honor  of  a British  officer 
(further  I cannot  offer)  to  keep  the  truce  flying 
until  the  Macedonian  is  out  of  sight,  and  in  the 
event  of  a junior  officer  appearing,  the  same  gua*. 
rantee  of  safety  shall  be  kept  flying  until  1 can  de- 
tach him. 

In  accepting  this  invitation,  sir,  it  is  not  to  vaunt, 
or,  in  the  most  trifling  degree,  to  enhance  my  own 
professional  character,  or  take  from  what  is  so  justly 
due  to  captain  Jones;  although  I have  been  twice 
mortified  in  being  obliged  to  retreat  on  the  26th 
and  28th  of  August,  1813,  by  six  American  men  of 
war,  and  for  twelve  weeks  together  cruising  alone, 
it  has  never  fallen  to  the  Stalira’s  lot  to  meet  one 
singly. 

The  honor  of  my  king,  the  defence  of  my  country, 
engaged  in  a just  and  unproked  war,  added  to  the 
glory  of  the  British  flag,  is  all  1 have  in  view.* 

T perceive  a statement  in  your  letter  of  the  com- 
parative force  of  the  two  ships,  and  as  I fear  you 
have  been  led  into  error,  I shall  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  sav,  the  Statira  carries  only  forty-six  guns, 
instead  of  fifty,  with  two  little  boat  guns  of  more 
utility  in  exercising  the  men,  than  any  effect  they 
might  have  in  the  hour  of  battle  ; without  any  ex- 
ternal finery  to  recommend  her,  she  is  simply  a Bri- 
tish man  of  war  of  her  class  ; nevertheless  a more 
fair  and  equal  match  in  ship  and  guns  may  not  soon 
occur  ; in  numbers  of  men  I am  aware  of  having-  a 
superiority  to  oppose  ; all  I request  is  that  both 
ships  may  quickly  meet. 

Having  received  your  communication  by  the  hand 
of  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy,  I shall  convey  my  reply 
through  the  same  channel,  requesting  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  hand  it  to  the  captain  of  the  Macedonian. 

I remain,  sir,  with  every  consideration,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servt.  (Signed)  H.  S. 

To  commodore  Decatur,  Sec.  &c.  &c.  New-London. 

* We  know  not  how  sufficiently  to  express  our 
ideas  of  the  impudence  of  this  man.  That  he,  bar- 
barian wretch,  who  holds  in  fetters  a free  American; 
who  compels  an  undoubted  freeman  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  miserable  thing  that  enlightened  En- 
glishmen call  their  king,  and  the  knot  of  knaves 
that  guided  the  natural  fool — who  threatened  that 
Thayer  (see  Weekly  Register,  Vol  VI.  page  68) 
should  be  e<tied  to  the  mast  and  shot  at  like  a dog,” 
if  he  would  not  fight  against  his  country,  his  father 
and  his  friends,  should  say  the  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged  is  “ unprovoked  ” is  really  the  “cap  sheaf” 
of  effrontery,  and  sufficient  to  qualify  him  for  the 
editorship  of  some  of  our  newspapers.  And,  we  would 
advise  him,  to  lay  by  the  sword  for  the  pen.  Hk 

WOULD  CUT  A MUCH  LETTER  FIGURE  WITH  A FEATHER 

than  with  iron.  Decatur,  however,  gives  him  a “rap 
over  the  knuckles,”  that,  perhaps,  he  mav  feel. 

£Er.  RiSr,, 
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Ramiiies,  off  New-London,  18th  January,  1814. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receip 
of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  by  c iptain  Biddle,! 
signifying  a desire  on  your  part,  and  that  of  captain 
Jones,  as  commanders  of  the  United  States’s  ships 
United  States  and  Macedonian,  to  meet  his  Britan- 
nic majest^s  ships  Endvmion  and  Statira,  in  conse- 
quence of  a conversation  reported  to  you  by  Mr. 
Moran,  master  of  a sloop. recently  captured  ; and  in 
reply  I beg  to  inform  you  I have  no  hesitation  what- 
ever in  permitting  captain  Stackpoole  in  the  Statira 
to  meet  th»  Macedonian,  as  they  are  sister  ships  car- 
rying the  same  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal. 
But  as  it  is  my  opinion  th_e  Endvmion  is  not  equal  to 
the  United  States,  being  200  tons  less,  and  carrying 
26  guns  on  herm  ied  'k,  and  only  32  1b.  carro- 
n tides  on  her  quarter-deck  and  fore-castle,  when  I 
am  informed  the  United  States  has  30  guns  on  her 
main  deck  and  42  lb  carronades  on  her  quarter 
deck  and  fore-oastle,  I must  consider  it  my  duty 
(though  v<-rv  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  captain  Hope) 
to  decline  the  invitation  on  his  pavt.f 

Tiie  captains  of  liis  Britannic  m ijesty’s  ships  un- 
der mv  orders,  as  well  as  myself,  cannot  too  highly 
appreciate  the  gallant  spirit  that  has  led  to  the  com 
munication  from  you,  sir,  and  are  equally  convinced 
that  no  personal  feeling  towards  each  other  can  ever 
influence  a laudable  ambition  to  add  to  the  naval  re- 
nown of  our  respective  countries. 

1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  a letter  from  captain 
Stackpoole  bearing  your  addresss  and  I pledge  my 
honor  to  facilitate  by  every  means  in  my  power  the 
meeting  on  the  rendezvous  pointed  out  by  him,  and 
that  none  of  the  captains  of  his  majesty’s  ships  ju- 
nior to  me  shall  interfere.  Captain  Stackpoole’s  pro- 
posal amply  provides  against  that  of  a senior  officer. 

Should  success  ttencl  the  Macedonian  I guaranty 
her  proceeding  unmolested  to  any  port  to  the  east- 
ward of  this  anchorage,  and  I propose  the  same 
from  you,  sir,  for  the  Statira  to  proceed  to  Bermuda. 

C iptain  Coote  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this 
letter,  and  to  make  any  further  arrangements  that 
may  be  necessary. 

I have  th'e  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed) 

THOMAS  MASTERMAN  IIARDY. 

To  commodore  Stephen  Decatur , 

New-London. 

(COPY.) 

United  States  ship  United  States,  New-London, 

l§th  January,  1814. 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  of  yesterday,  with  the  enclosure  fit  m 
capt.  Stackpoole,  by  the  hands  of  capt.  Coote. 

The  proposition  for  a contest  between  his  Britan- 
nic majesty’s  frigate  Endymion  and  Statira  and  this 
ship  and  the  Macedonian,  was  made  by  me  in  the 
full  belief  that  their  force  was  equal  ; but  it  lias  been 
declined  in  consequence  of  your  entertaining  a dif- 
ferent opinion  on  this  subject  from  my  own. 

I do  not  think  myself  authorised  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  captains  Jones  and  Stackpoole  for  a 
jneeting  in  the  ships  Statira  and  Macedonian. 

This  squadron  is  now  under  sailing  orders  from 
government,  and  I feel  myself  bound  to  put  to  sea, 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  that  may  occur. 

fThe  Endvmion  throws  as  great  a weight  of  shot 
as  the  United  States,  within  48  lbs.  and  commodore 
Decatur  offered  to  captain  Coote  to  dismount  of  his 
guns  until  the  force  was  precisely  equal.  See  the 
f#rn*er  correspondence,  %c. 


In  my  proposal  for  a meeting  of  the  four  ships,  I 
consented  and  I fear  incautiously,  that  you  should 
make  up  the  complements  of  the  Endymion  and  Sta- 
;ira  from  the  crews  of  the  Ramilies  and  Borer. 

I was  induced  to  accord  this  indulgence  from  a 
supposition  that  their  crews  might  have  been  re- 
duced by  manning  prizes,  and  a hope  that  the  select- 
ed men,  being  divided  between  the  two  ships,  the 
advantage  would  not  be  overwhelming. 

Cut,  sir,  if  the  Statira  is  to  avail  herself  alone  off 
this  concession,  it  must  be  obvious  to  you  and  eve- 
ry one,  that  I should  be  y ielding  to  you  an  advantage 
I could  not  excuse  to  mv  government  ; and  in  mak- 
ing the  crew  of  the  x\lacedonian  in  any  degree  equal 
to  such  a conflict,  I should  be  compelled  to  break 
up  the  crews  of  this  ship  and  the  Hornet,  and  thus 
render  a compliance  with  my  orders  to  proceed  to 
sea  utterly  impracticable. 

I beg  leave  also  to  state  that  the  guaranty  against 
recapture  in  case  the  Macedonian  should  prove  suc- 
cessful, is  very  far  from  satisfactory. 

You  will  have  the  goodness,  sir,  to  inform  capt* 
Stackpoole  that  his  letter  was  shewn  to  capt.  Jones 
according  to  his  request,  that  capt.  Jones  is  extreme- 
ly desirous  that  a meeting  should  take  place  between 
the  Statira  and  the  Macedonian,  but  is  controled  by 
me  for  the  reasons  I have  stated. 

Whether  the  war  we  are  engaged  in  be  just  or  un- 
provoked on  the  part  of  Great  Britain , as  capt.  Stack- 
poole has  been  pleased  to  suggest , is  considered  by  ns 
as  a question  exclusively  with  the  Civilianst  and  I am 
perfectly  ready  to  admit  both  my  incompetence  and  un- 
willingness to  confront  captain  Stackpoole  in  its  discus- 
sion. 

I am , sir,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

To  com . sir  Thomas  Mastesman  Hardy , drc.  <£rc.  &c, 

[COPY] 

Ttamilies , off  New-London , 20th,  Jan.  1814, 

Sin — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  I will 
communicate  to  captain  Stackpoole  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  I this  morning  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  by  captain  Biddle,  and  I have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  offer  in  addition  to  my  former  letter  on  the 
subject  of  the  meeting  between  the  ships  of  the 
United  States  and  those  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
but  that  I will  give  every  guaranty  in  my  power,  in 
case  of  the  Macedonian’s  success,  should  the  meet- 
ing ever  take  place. 

I beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  I shall  hail  with  pleasure 
the  return  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  nations, 

And  have  the  honor-,  &c. 

THOMAS  MASTERMAN  HARDY. 

To  commodore  Stephen  Decatur , &c.  &c.  &C. 

New-London. 


Old  Times. 

The  fallowing  has  been  communicated,  not  only  with  <i  view  to 
circulate  and  preserve  the  manner  “of  the  men  of  other  year*,’? 
and  celebrate  the  virtues  of  Livingston,  but,  also,  that  the  matter 
may  he  applied  to  passing  events  and  the  present  state  of  our 
country: 

Extract  from  his  excellency  governor  Livingston's  message  to  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ncr.'-Jersey . 
Gent’emen— The  conduct  of  pur  oppressors  has,  thro’  the  whole 
course  of  the  war,  been  so  infatuated  and  remorseless,  as  if  Heaven 
had  deprived  them  of  common  sense,  as  well  as  hell  inspired  them 
with  all  its  malice.  iJut  their  day  of  national  correction  is  swiftly 
approaching.  Their  unparalleled  cruelties  Imth  in  the  eastern  ana 
western  world,  have  at  last  enkindled  the  Divine  vengeance:  and 
the  judgments  of  God  are  now  overtaking  a ration  which  has 
filled  up  the  measure  of  its  iniquity;  and  long  been  tile  most  impi- 
ous and  irreligious  of  any  in  Christendom. 

Whep  all  the  horrors  of  desperation  seize  her ; and  utterly 
hopeless  of  conquest,  she  determines  to  rise  even  above  herself, 
by  same  signal  stupendous  act  of  barbarity,  having  like  the  d^fil 
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mdwl  against  all  probability  that  men,  arrived  a.  the  highe: 
poss.LI,-  pitch  of  degeneracy,  the  preferring  o.  tyranny  to  a free 
government,  should,  except  by  a miracle  of  Omnipotence,  1*  ever 
Cipahl.  of  one  single  virtuous  impression.  They  have  by  a kind 
gigantic  effort  of  villainy,  astonished  the  whole  world,  even, 
that  ol  transcending,  in  the  enormities  of  desolation  and  blood- 
shed, a race  ol  murderers  before  unequalled,  and  without  com- 
petitor. Were  it  not  for  these  miscreants,  we  should  have  thought 
that  lor  cool,  deliberate  cruelty,  and  unavailing,  undecisive  ha- 
voc, the  sons  of  Britain  were  without  parallel-  But  considering' 
the  education  of  the  latter,  which  has  familiarized  them  to  the 
sh^diliiig  of  innocent  blood,  from  the  mere  thnrsl  of  lucre,  they 
have  b'.en  excelled  in  tlicir  own  peculiar  and  distinguished  excel- 
lence, by  this  monstrous  birth  and  off  scouring  of  America,  who, 


»n  the  apocalypse,  great  wrath,  because  she  knoweth  that  she  fiatk  man  means  absolutely  inconvertible,  having  so  er.tice'v  exile- 
but  short  time;  she  may  attempt  to  desolate  what  she  finds  it  finished  all  the  primiiivi-  virtue  and  poi.ioiism  natural  to  man.  as 
possible  to  subdue.  Against  such  ravages  and  destruction,  to  not  to  leave  a singl . spavk  to  rekindle  the  original  d ime.  It 

which,  we  know  by  experience,  it  is  not  beneath  her  dignity  to  con- 
descend, it  is  our  interest  to  oppose  the  mo  t strenuous  exertions. 

We  want  Only  one  spirited  and  general  effort  to  expel  her  r*  n- 
isant  of  banditti  from  the  continent,  and  forever  to  emancipate 
ourselves  into  complete  and  uninterrupted  liberty.  One  campaign 
more  Will,  in  all  probability,  decide  the  important  contest:  a id 
rn  whose  favor  it  is  likely  to  terminate,  is  written  by  the  hand  of 
Providence  in  characters  too  legible  to  be  misunderstood. 

The  alacrity  of  our  men  to  enter  into  the  service,  and  the  gr  at 
dispatch  with  which  our  battalions  are  compleating.  must  also  af- 
fect every  lover  of  his  country  with  singular  pleasure. 

I hope,  gentlemen,  it  will  engage  your  seasonable  con siderat  n 
what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  respecting  those  amphibious  j 

inmates,  (ever-willing  citizens  to  all  the  purposesof  deriving fr  m | o _ w 

the  state  every' legal  benefit  and  protection,  but  to  none  of  returning)  in  defiance  of  nature  aiul  of  nurture,  liave  not  only  by  a r-vt-rsY 
reciprocal  duty  and  allegiance)  who  seem  resolved,  to  the  very  end  ambition  chosen  bondage  before  freedom,  but  waged  an  infernal 
of  the  quarrel.’ to  maintain  a kind  of  shameful  and  most  dangerous  war  against  their  dearest  connections,  for  not  making  the  like 
neutrality;  hoping,  by  not  avowedly  espousing  either  side,  but 1 : " 

occasionally  and  indirectly  abetting  both,  to  secure  to  themselves 
a favorable  reception  with  the  prevailing  party,  let  that  party 
eventually  prove  to  be  the  oppressive  or  oppressed.  Such  political 
hypocrites  ought,  by  a general  test,  to  be  dragged  from  their 
lurking  holes,  ferretted  out  of  their  duplicity  and  refuge  of  lies, 
and  be  taught  by  an  act  for  the  purpose,  that  however  willing  the 
legislature  may  he  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  generous  hous- 
fi  older,  who  made  no  difference  in  his  payments  between  those 
who  went  to  labor  in  his  vineyard  at  the  first  or  eleventh  hour; 
they  are  determined  not  to  set  the  first  example  in  the  world,  of 
allowing  wages  to  those  who  never  would  enter  the  vineyard  at 
all,  'til  the  grapes  were  fully  ripe,  by  the  cultivation  of*  others; 
and  came  then  only  With  the  view  of  snea kingly  spunging  upon, 
and  regaling  themselves  with,  the  wine  of  other  peoples  expressing. 


abhorred  and  abominable  election.  By  them  hare  numbers  of  our 
most  useful  and  meritorious  citizens  been  ambushed,  hunted  down, 
pillaged,  unhoused,  stolen  or  butchered.  By  them  has  the  pre- 
sent contest  on  the  part  of  Britain,  been  encouraged,  aided  and 
protracted.  They  are,  therefore,  responsible  for  all  the  additional 
blood  that  has  been  spilt  by  the  addition  oflh-ir  weight  in  t'  e stale 
of  the  enemy.  Multitudes  of  them  have  sapm-added  p.-rjury  to  trea-. 
son.  At  the  c mmencen  ent  (four  opposition  tb  y appear,  d more 
sanguine  than  others,  and,  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a pot, 
exceeded  in  blaze  and  noise,  the  calm  a-id  durable  flame  of  the 
steady  and  persevering.  They  have  associated^  subscribed  and 
sworn  to  assist  in  repelling  the  hostile  attempts  of  our  bo  well  -ss 
oppressors.  They  have,  with  awful  solemnity,  plighted  their  faith 
and  honor  to  stand,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  by  the  congress 
and  their  general, in  support  of  that  very  liberty  which,  upon  the 
first  opportunity,  they  perfidiously  armed  to  oppose,  and  have 
since  sacrilegiously  sworn  utterly  to  exterminate.  This  worthy 
citizen  has  lost  a venerable  father;  that  one  a beloved  brother;  and 
a third,  a darling  son,  either  immediately  hv  their  hands,  or  bv 
betraying  him  to  the  enemy,  who,  from  a momentary  unintentional 
relapse  into  humanity,  were  sometimes  inclined  to  spare,  when 
these  pitiless  wretches  insisted  upon  slaughter,  or  threatened  to 
complain  of  a relenting  officer,  merely  because  be  was  not  dia- 
bolically cruel.  Nor  will  such  an  act  of  grace  prove  eventual  of 
restoring  to  their  injured  country  the  most  proper  objects  of 
pardon.  The  more  ignorant  and  deluded  (if  such  ignorance  and 
delusion  there  can  be)  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  leave  from  their 
vigilant  task-masters  to  returii  to  their  duty.  The  most  dang  runs 
and  influential  will  be  indulg.-d  with  this  privilege,  and  that  only 
to  save  their  estates,  without  the  least  compunction  of  conscience, 
alteration  of  sentiment,  or  melioration  of  heart.  These  having 
already  been  sworn  and  forsworn,  will,  without  ceremony,  repeat 
their  perjury  whenever  it  appears  conducive  to  the  introduction 
of  tyranny.  To  screen  such  characters  from  popular  resentment 
and  personal  insult,  I presume  no  prudent  man  would  ehuse  to 
become  surety.  Those  of  our  citiz  ns  who  have  from  the  very 


I have  farther  to  lay  before  you,  gentlemen,  a resolution  of 
congress,  of  the  2?d  of  April,  recommending  it  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states  to  pass  laws,  or  to  the  executive  authority  of 
each  state, if  invested  with  sufficient  power,  to  issue  proclamations 
offering  pardon,  with  such  exceptions  and  under  such  limitations 
and  restrictions  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  to  such  of  their 
inhabitants  or  subjects  as  liave  levied  war  against  any  of  the 
states,  or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  enemy,  and  shall  surren- 
der themselves  to  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  any  of  these  states 
and  shall  return  to  the  state  to  which  they  may  belong,  before  the 
tenth  day  of  June  next,  and  recommending  it  to  the  good  and 
faithful  citizens  of  those  states  to  receive  such  returning  peni- 
tents with  compassion  and  mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in  ob- 
livion their  past  failings  and  transgressions, 

Tho*  T think  it  my  duty  to  submit  this  resolution  to  your  seri- 
ous consideration,  because  it  is  rs  commended  by  congress,  I do 
raot  think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  it  to  your  approbation,  be- 
cause it  appears  to  me  both  ’unequal  and  impolitic.  It  may,  con- 
sistently with  the  profound  veneration  for  that  august  assembly,  be 
presumed  that  they  are  less  acquainted  with  the  particular  circum- 
stances and  internal  police  of  some  of  the  states  than  those  who 
liave  hall  more  favorable  opportunities  for  that  purpose.  . T her*’ 

■sterns,  it  is  true,  something  so  noble  and  magnanimous  in  pvt 
clsiminj*  i\w  iinmmte<l  amnesty  to  a number  of  disappointed  cn*  | pendency  winch,  with  the  smiles  of  Providence,  lias  by  their  co* 
tnina 
.there 

giveness  of  injuries,  that  it  may  appear  _ 
snv  thine  in  obstruction  of  the  intended  clemency.  But.  as  to  the 


beginning  of  the  illustrivus  conflict,  hazarded  their  persons  and 
property,  will  think  it  iniquitable  to  receive  such  malignants  int* 
a full  participation  of  all  the  blessings  resulting  from  that  inde- 

v„„,  ] pendence,  which,  with  the  smiles  of  Providence,  has  by  their  co* 

als  submitting  themselves  to  the  merer  of  their  country  ; and  i operation  been  so  gloriously  contested, and  at  so  great  rxpence  and 
■e  is  in  reality  something  so  divine  and  christrian  in  the  for- 1 peril,  battled  out  the  very  jaws  ot  tyranny.  There  is,  in  some  of 
mess  of  injuries,  that  it  may  appear  rather  invidious  to  offer,  our  counties  in  particular,  who  have  more  eminently  suffered  by 


their  wanton  ravages,  so  rooted  an  aversion  against  this  kind  of 


f'VH,  necessary  to  self-preservation,  and  the  general  weal  of  society  • | were  meditating  our  destruction,  spilling  our  blood,  and  ardently 
Ami  os  to  humanity.  I could  never  persuade  myself  that  it  con-j  wishing  for  our  final  enthralment.  And  can  they  ever  expect  to 
»isted  in  such  lenity  towards  our  adversaries,  either  British  or  do- 1 regain  the  confidence  of  their  late  fellow  subjects,  whose  very 
files  tie,  as  was  evidently  productive  of  tenfold  barbarity  on  their  j looks  methinks  must  confound  and  abash  them?  Surely  their 
part;  when  such  barbarity  woul  I probably  have  been  prevented  | met.n  spiritedness  in  brooking  to  return  to  ill  ir  eountrv,  circum- 
h\  our  retaliating  upon  them  the  first  perpetration;  and  const?- ! stanced  as  they  are, is  only  to  be  equalled  by  their  guilt  in  deserting 
• ■ Jtv.  in  particular  instances,  have  it.  Should  we  not  be  much  happier,  together  with  the  abolition  c 


quentlv  our  apparent  inhumanity,  in  partic 
certainly  been  humane  in  the  final  result.  Alas!  how  many  fives 
ibad  been  saved,  and  vvfiat  a scene  of’  inexpressible  misery t pre- 
vented, bail  we  from  the  IveginninT,  treated  our  bosom  traitors 
with  proper-severity,  and  inflicted  the  law  of  retaliation  upon  an 
enemy  too  savage  tube  humanized  by  any  other  argument  ! As 
both  political  pardon  and  punishment  ought  ta  he  regulated  by 
political  considerations,  and  must  derive  their  expedience  or  im- 
propriety from  their  salntarv  re-  pernicious  influence  upon  the 
community,  I cannot  conceive  what  advantages  are  proposed  by 
Inviting  to  the  embraces  of  their  country  a set  of  beings,  from 
which  any  country,  I should  imagine,  would  esteem  it  a capital 
Tart  of  its  felicity  to  remain  for  ever  at  the  remotest  distance.  It 
is  not  probable  that  those  who  deserted  us  to  aid  the  most  match- 
less connoisseurs  in  the  refinements  of  cruelty,  (who  have  ex- 
hausted human’ingennity  in  thrir  engines  of  torture)  in 'intro- 
ducing arbitrary  power  and  all  the  horrors  of  slavery,  and  will  only 
xetnrn  from  disappointment  not  from  rgtnorse,  will  ever  make 
good  subjects  to  a state  founded  in  liberty,  and  inflexibly  de- 
termined against  every  inroad  of  lawless  dominion.  The  thirty 
one  criminals  lately  convicted  of  the  most  flagrant  treason,  anti 
who,  by  the  gracious  iut  Tposition  of  government,  were,  upon 
very  hopeful  signs  of  penitence,  g'-ncron sly  .pardoned,  and  then, 
with  hypocritical  cheerfulness,  in  listed  in  onr  service;  have  all,  to 
u man,’ deserted  to  the  enemy,  and  ar-  again  in  arms  against  their 
native  country,  wit h th**  accumulated  guilt,  of  its  being  now  not 
only  the country  that,  first  gave  th  ’m  !if\  but  which  hath -alter 
they  had  most  notoriously  forfeited  it,  mercifully  rescued  them 
|kom  degtjp  Whepce  it  is  probable  that  a reaj  tory  is  by  any  JhUj-J 


happier,  together  with  the  abolition  of 
regal  mis-rule,  to  purge  the  continent  also  of  this  political  pollu- 
tion, which  must  necessarily  tarnish  the  lust  re,  and  may  gradually 
inf  ct  some  of  the  still  incorrupted  sons  of  America?  Will  it  not 
be  better  policy  to  insist  upon  a perpetual  separation  from  those 
whose  intercourse  with  us  must  constantly  revive  the  most  painful 
ideas,  and  whose  very  presence  among  the  genuine  sons  of  fret  doro, 
would  seem  as  unnatural  as  that  of  Satan  among  the  sons  of  GoSS 
The  disgrace  they  have  brought  upon  their  native  country  can 
never  be  expunged  .but  by  expunging  them.  Let.  them,  the r -foref 
rather  go  into  voluntary  banishment,  and  settle  some  uninhabited 
island,  rocky,  if  they  please,  as  their  hearts,  and  seared  as  their  con- 
sciences, where,  not  having  one  honest  an  among  them,  but  beiug 
all  involved  in  the  same  atrocious  and  insuperable  crime  of  par- 
ricide, no  one  traitor  can  upraid  a brother-traitor  with  his  treason;, 
nor  anyf  individual  of  the  whole  culprit-fraternity  point  at  a greater 
scelerat  than  himself— There  let  them  establish  a system  of  vas- 
salage most  suitable  to  their  own  slavish  dispositions;  and  prect  an 
infamous  monument  in  putrid  memorial  of  those  apostates  from 
reason  and  converts  to  despotism,  who  fled  from  Justice,  for  an 
attempted  assassination  of  Liberty.  Or  let  them  take  sanctuary  in 
a certain  already  settled  island  (probably  their  favorite  spot,  be- 
cause contaminated  with  every  species  of  infamy)  where  it  is  no 
bar  to  the  royal  favor  to  have  embvtied  one’s  hands  in  a brother’s 
blood;  where  the  massacre  and  famishing  of  thousands  has  been 
rewarded  with  peerage;  and  w here  no  itian  need  to  despair  of  pro* 
motion  for  being  a rascal. 

Prince' or.  i May  29,  1779. 


WIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
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Important  Law-Cases. 

jEltafles  Johnson,  on  behalf  of  himself,  D.  S.  Jones,  OrifRn, 
leers  and  crew  of  the  private  armed  ^ Wells  and  Emmet,  for 


vessel  the  Tickler, 


J captors. 


21  bales,  28  eases  of  merchandise,  and~)  Golden  D B.  Ogden 
2708  bars  of  iron,  goods  arid  merchandise,  l aild  Harrison,  for  clai- 
e I aimed  by  Robert  ralconer,  lor  and  on  f 
behalf  of  John  Richardson.  J 

PRIZE  COURT, 

New  York  district , 

This  case,  will  be  first  considered  as  it  is 
disclosed  by  the  ship’s  papers,  and  the  pre- 
paratory examinations,  and  then  will  be  ex- 
amined the  defence  arising  out  of  the  further 
proof  that  was  ordered  and  produced. 

It  appears  by  the  papers,  that  the  proper- 
ty in  question  was  laden  on  board  the  ship 
Mary  and  Susan,  at  Liverpool,  in  England, 
•gome  time  in  the  month  of  July,  1812. 


torial  waters  of  the  United  States  ; thus  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  government,  apd 
not  subject  to  he  made  prize. 

3d.  That  it  was  exempt  from  capture,  be- 
cause proceeding  in  an  American  vessel,  and 
under  the  American  flag. 

In  examining  the  points  which  have  been 
stated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  some 
general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  In 
doing  this,  it  will  not  be  requisite  to  notice 
particularly  its  divisions  into  necessary,  vo- 
luntary, conventional , customary  or  positive. 
The  law  of  nations,  without  defining  op  .de-r 
veloping  its  diyisjpns  more  minutely,  may 
be  stated  to  be,  the  law  of  nature,  rendered 
applicable  to  political  societies,  and  modified, 
in  progress  of  time,  by  the  tacit  and  express 
consent,  by  the  long  established  usages  and 


That  the  Mary  and  Susan  is  American  wrilten  compacts  of  nations : usages  am} 
registered  vessel,  and  that  she  sailed  from  compacts  become  so  general,  that  every  cir 
Liverpool  on  the  16th  July,  1812,  on  a vov- 1 vdize.d  people  ought  to  recognize  and  adopt 


age  to  New- Y ork,  with  these  goods  on  board, 
and  under  a charter  party  to  John  Richard- 
son, styling  himself  an  English  merchant , 
residing  in  Liverpool. 

That  she  had  a licence  on  board,  obtained 
from  the  British  government,  to  protect  her 
against  capture  by  British  cruizers. 

That  at  the  time  of  her  departure  infor- 
mation of  the  hostilities  existing  betvyeen  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  had  not 
reached  England. 

That  on  the  3d  September,  1812,  she  was 
captured  as  a prize  by  the  privateer  Tickler, 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  New-York. — 
The  position  in  which  she  was  taken  has 
not  been  ascertained  with  precision.  It  is 
differently  stated  in  the  preparatory  exami- 
nations which  have  been  read,  varying  from 
18  to  30  miles  south  of  the  light  house. 

It  is  also  in  evidence,  tfiat  John  Richard- 
son, the  person  in  whose  behalf  these  goods 
are  claimed,  is  a native  subject  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  but  a naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

The  national  character  of  Mr.  Jliphardson 
is  the  principal  ground  on  which  this  cause 
must  he  decided ; but  before  I proceed  to 
consider,  that  to  examine  the  effect  of  his 
naturalization  here,  and  of  his  subsequent 
residence  in  England,  with  the  explanation 
given  of  it,  by  the  further  proof  which  was 
ordered  and  produced,  I wish  to  dispose  of 
some  other  questions  which  were  first  raised 
as  principal  grounds  of  defence,  in  a preced- 
ing cause,  and  als.o  relied  on  in  this. 

1st.  It  has  been  insisted,  that  this  property 
was  confided  to  the  faith  of  the  government, 
because  laden  on  board  an  American  vessel 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
proceeding  to  its  destined  port  in  ignorance 
pf  that  event. 

2d.  That  it  was  captured  within  the  terri 
Sup.  Vol,  V. 


their  principles. 

A principle  which  is  deducible  from  natu- 
ral reason,  and  firmly  established  by  the 
primitive  law  of  war,  the  general  law  of  na-r 
tions,  in  which  is  not  embraced,  the  conven- 
tional or  customary  law,  is, 

That  as  soon  as  war  is  declared,  all  the 
property  of  the  enemy  or  his  subjects, 
wherever  found,  whether  on  the  land  or  on 
the  water,  is  lawful  prize.  This  position* 
it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  contested.  It  is 
laid  down  in  terms  thus  broad  by  all  the 
late  as  well  as  the  early  publicists.  By  Gro- 
tius , lib.  3,  ch.  8 Sc  5.  Puffendorf,  ch.  8. 
Bynkershoch , ch.  2.  Vattel,  ch.  5,  lib.  3, 
Martens , lib.  8,  ch.  2. 

If,  then,  enemy  property  under  any  cir- 
cumstances be  exempt  from  the  rigorous 
operation  of  this  principle,  the  exemption 
must  be  found  in  the  conventional  or  cus- 
tomary law.  That  the  rigor  of  this  funda- 
mental law  has  been  relaxed  by  the  express 
agreement  of  some  nations,  the  tacit  acqui- 
escence and  consequent  customs  of  others,  is 
freely  admitted.  The  severity  of  the  laws 
of  war,  and  the  stern  exercise  of  manj'  bel- 
ligerent rights,  have  been  gradually  modified 
and  ameliorated  as  civilization  and  refine- 
ment diffused  their  influence  over  the  nations 
of  the  earth  ; national  humanity  has  kept 
pace  with  the  progress  of  science  and  reli? 
gion,  which  gradually  infused  the  benignity 
of  their  principles  into  the  whole  system  of 
national  intercourse.  The  enlarged  views 
and  intellectual  improvement  resulting  from 
the  one,  gave  efficacy  to  the  precepts  of  the 
other,  which  taught  all  people  that  public, 
like  municipal  laws,  were  to  he  administered* 
not  only  in  justice,  but  in  mercy. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury, that  these  enlightened  views,  werp 
matured  into  a j3ec}sive  and  practical  injljjc 
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ence  on  tlie  conduct  of  belligerent  powers. 
That  the  ferocious  and  sanguinary  spirit, 
which  had  uniformly  distinguished  national 
conflicts  begun  to  abate.  That  war  became 
more  a contest  between  governments,  than 
nations,  between  monarchs  contending  for 
political  supremacy,  with  objects  more  di- 
rect and  definite,  than  individual  calamity.  | 
The  petty  pillage  of  a town  and  the  oppres- 
sion of  individuals,  whom  accident  or  the 
pursuit  of  fortune,  had  placed  within  his 
power,  ceased  to  add  to  the  laurels  of  the 
prince,  or  the  splendor  of  his  throne ; and 
this  new  view  of  national  honor  and  magna 
nimity,  this  revolution  in  moral  feeling, 
produced  a correspondent  revolution,  in  the 
practice,  if  not  in  the  laws  of  war. 

This,  too,  was  an  important  epoch  in  the 
history  of  European  commerce.  Ever  since 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  England  had  taken 
a conspicuous  part  in  the  politics  of  Europe. 
That  active  princess  entered  with  spirit  into 
the  affairs  of  the  continent,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  extending  the  trade  and  commer- 
cial connexion  of  her  kingdom.  The  im- 
pulse generated  by  her  measures  continued 
and  extended  its  influence  through  the  whole 
of  the  17th  century — and  it  was  soon  per- 
ceived, that  a more  liberal  policy,  towards 
each  others  subjects,  at  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  was  necessary  to  the  safety 
and  convenience  of  commercial  enterprize. 
To  all  the  views  and  feelings,  therefore,  re- 
sulting from  the  increased  wisdom  and  re- 
finement of  the  times,  were  added  the  power- 
ful motives  of  direct  and  evident  interest. — 
That  commerce  might  be  beneficial,  not  on- 
ly to  individuals,  but  to  the  revenue  of  the 
state,  it  was  necessary  that  those  engaged 
in  it  should  pass  freely  from  one  country  to 
another,  and  dwell  with  safety  wherever 
their  pursuits  might  lead  them.  If,  in  times 
when  princes  were  as  capricious,  when  wars 
were  as  frequent  quite,  and  undertaken  for 
causes  as  trivial  as  at  present,  these  excur 
sions  were  to  have  been  attended  with  cap- 
tivity and  confiscation,  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
the  evils  that  would  inevitably  interrupt  the 
progress  of  the  commercial  system  then  con- 
templated and  began. 

In  the  progress  of  social  improvement, 
therefore,  we  find  the  source  of  the  desire  to 
remedy  these  commercial  embarrassments, 
and  in  that  desire  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  practice  which  now  generally  prevails 
among  belligerents,  of  exempting  from 
seizure  the  persons,  and  from  confiscation 
the  effects  of  each  others  subjects,  within 
their  respective  territories,  immediately  on 
the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The'form 
in  which  it  first  appeared,  was  that  of  gi  ving 
notice  to  alien  enemies  to  depart  with  their 
goods,  and  stipulations  to  this  effect  are  first 


found  in  treaties  made  soon  after  that  of 
Munster  in  1647-8.  During  the  violent  and 
complicated  wars,  terminated  by  that  con- 
vention, the  property  of  hostile  individuals, 
as  usual,  had  been  confiscated  ; but  by  the 
24th  article,  restitution  was  agreed  upon. — 
And  in  the  treaty  made  7 years  afterwards 
between  Cromwell  and  Lewis  14<th,  it  was 
agreed,  that  in  case  of  war,  the  merchants 
of  the  contracting  powers  should  have  six 
months  to  depart  with  their  effects.  This 
is  the  first  stipulation  of  the  kind  I have 
found  in  a treaty. 

1 am  aware  that  in  England  some  regular 
tions  favorable  to  the  freedom  of  commer- 
cial pursuits  had  been  adopted  at  an  earlier 
period,  as  appears  by  the  30th  chapter  of 
Magna  Ckarta , and  a statute  passed  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  Illd..  But  these  were  local 
and  municipal  regulations,  and  failed  to  pro- 
duce an  immediate  or  decisive  effect  on  the' 
customs  of  Europe,  although  they  may  have' 
prepared  the  way  for  the  treaty  stipulations 
to  which  I have  alluded. 

Notwithstanding  the  precedent  which  had* 
been  established,  and  the  concurring  motives 
of  interest  and  humanity  which  demanded 
an  amelioration  of  the  first  severities  of  war, 
the  safety  of  alien  enemies,  and  their  effects, 
rested  for  a long  time,  exclusively,  on  the 
special  stipulations  of  treaties.  So  late  as 
the  period  when  Bynlcershoch  wrote,  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century,  they  received 
no  sort  of  favoi*  or  protection,  unless  there' 
existed  a treaty  to  that,  effect,  between  the 
belligerent  states.  Even  Vattel  recognizes 
the  relaxation  of  the  ancient  rule  as  a mo- 
dern practice.  From  recent  instances,  and 
from  finding  the  provision  in  question,  in 
some  of  our  latest  treaties,  it  is  even  doubt- 
ful now,  whether  it  has  acquired  the  force 
of  a national  custom,  and  whether  the  confis- 
cation of  enemies  goods,  in  the  country,  at 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  if  not  pro- 
tected by  treaty,  would  be  deemed  a viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations,  or  a mere  depar- 
ture from  a recent  practice 

In  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
it  is  conceded,  that  the  rule  is  to  be  applied, 
and  having  briefly  traced  its  origin  and  pro- 
gress, it  remains  to  examine  its  extent. 

It  will  appear,  I think,  from  the  authori- 
ties which  must  govern  us,  that  no  effects 
belonging  to  an  alien  enemy,  but  such  as  are 
under  particular  circumstances  within  the 
country  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
has  ever  been  deemed  by  the  law  of  nations 
or  the  usages  of  war,  under  the  safeguard  of 
public  faith  where  special  compacts  do  not 
vary  the  general  rule.  No  other  property 
is  within  the  modification  of  the  law.  All 
that  comes  into  the  country  subsequent  to 
the  declaration  of  war,  is  still  subject  to 
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seizure  and  confiscation,  where  there  is  no 
treaty  on  the  subject. — We  have  none  with 
England  that  can  arrest  or  suspend  the  ap- 
plication of  this  principle.  In  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Prussia,  the 
contracting  parties  stipulated  that  in  case  of! 
war,  the  subjects  of  each  other  should  be! 
allowed  nine  months  to  settle  their  affairs] 
and  depart  with  their  effects ; and  the  26th  j 
article  of  the  treaty  of  ’94  with  England,  is! 
somewhat  similar.  Both  obviously  relate  to 
property  in  the  country  at  the  commence-! 
ment  of  hostilities,  and  therefore  under  the^ 
protection  of  the  government. 

In  an  examination  of  the  present  question,! 
but  little  aid  can  be  derived  from  the  early! 
writers  on  national  law — Grotius  and  Puf - 
fendorf  and  their  cotemporaries,  who  ex 
plain  with  great  minuteness,  the  duties  and 
obligations  arising  from  the  primitive  laws 
of  war , afford  no  light  on  a principle  unre- 
cognized in  practice,  at  a period  when  the 
physical  force  of  nations  was  not  limited  in 
its  exercise  by  those  rules  which  have  since 
derived  authority  from  the  acquiescence  of  a 
more  refined  age.  The  exemption  of  ene- 
mies property  from  confiscation  under  any 
circumstances,  formed  no  part  of  the  mar- 
tial policy  of  that  day. 

Bynkershoch , as  has  already  been  noticed, 
states  in  his  7th  chapter,  that  all  enemies 
goods  in  the  country  at  the  commencement 
of  war,  is  confiscated.,  unless  protected  by 
treaty.  In  chap.  3,  when  treating  of  the 
suspension  of  commericial  intercourse  be- 
tween enemies,  he  says,  “ it  is  clear  that  the 
goods  of  enemies  brought  into  our  country, 
are  liable  to  confiscation.” 

Vattel  confines  the  exemption  expressly  to 
goods  in  the  country  at  the  time  war  is  an- 
nounced. I shall  give  his  words,  for  I may 
perhaps  have  occasion  to  make  another  re- 
mark upon  them  : 

“ The  sovereign  declaring  war,  can  neither 
detain  those  subjects  of  the  enemy  who  are 
within  his  dominions  at  the  time  of  the  de- 
claration, 7 lor  their  effects-* they  came  into 
his  country  on  the  public  faith.  " By  permit- 
ting them  to  enter  his  territories,  and  conti- 
nue there,  he  tacitly  promised  them  liberty 
and  security  for  their  return  ; he  is  there- 
fore to  allow  them  a reasonable  time  for 
withdrawing  with  their  effects  ; and,  if  they 
stay  beyond  the  term  prescribed,  he  has  a 
right  to  trqat  them  as  enemies — though  as 
enemies  disarmed.” 

This  embraces  all  the  law  on  the  subject ; 
for,  although  recognized,  it  is  no  where  dis 
tinctly  stated. 

Martens , more  rigid  in  the  application  of 
the  rule,  says — 

“ Where  there  are  neither  treaties  nor  laws 
touching  these  points,  nations  continue  still 


to  seize  on  all  the  property  belonging  to  their 
enemies  subjects  which  is  carried  into  their 
territories  after  the  declaration  of  war.'7 — 
This  goes  directly  to  the  point  before  us — 
and  I shall  add  an  extract  from  Chitty  to 
the  same  effect.  He  says,  that 

*•  In  strict  justice,  the  right  of  seizure  can 
take  effect  only  on  those  possessions  of  a 
belligerent  which  have  come  to  the  hands  of 
his  adversary  after  the  declaration  of  hostili- 
ties.” 

In  another  place  he  observes,  “ the  pro- 
hibition of  Vattel  reaches  to  the  exemption 
only  of  goods  in  our  hands,  at  the  time  of 
the  declaration,  and  does  not  cover  proper- 
ty coming  into  our  territory  after  that  de- 
claration.” 

That  the  exemption  of  Vattel  embrace.*; 
only  goods  in  the  country  at  the  rupture  is 
perfectly  plain  ; and  I think  it  open  to  an 
inquiry,  whether  a still  more  rigid  rule  may 
not  be  fairly  extracted  from  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  expressed,  which  is,  whether 
not  only  the  property  but  the  owner , the 
claimant , must  have  been  within  the  coun- 
try before  the  war , to  entitle  either  to  Go- 
vernmental protection. 

Personal  property  follows  the  rights  of  the 
person.  On  general  principles,  therefore, 
unless  the  person  claiming  is  entitled  to 
protection,  his  property  cannot  be.  The 
persons , according  to  Vattel , entitled  to  pro- 
tection, are  those  who  were  in  the  country 
at  the  declaration  of  war.  They  must  be 
permitted  to  return  with  their  effects.  And 
it  seems  to  me,  that  the  exemption  of  hostile 
property  from  seizure  is  founded  entirely  on 
this  personal  right , and  that  this  right  is 
derived  from  the  circumstance  of  having 
come  into  the  country  before  the  war,  and 
therefore  on  the  public  faith.  In  common 
with  all  other  general  rules,  this  must  ever  be 
subservient  to  the  express  stipulations  of  a 
treaty.  As  it  does  not  seem  necessary,  I 
shall  not  now  examine  whether  such  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

These  remarks  are  only  the  partial  result 
of  a general  investigation,  and  not  a direct 
examination  of  the  principle  they  embrace. 
They  are  therefore  particularly  open  to  cor- 
rection. 

This  particular  branch  of  the  subject  has 
been  examined  with  some  care,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  were  any, 
and  if  so,  w?hat  circumstances  that  could 
take  enemy  property  not  in  the  country  out 
of  the  operation  of  the  general  rule,  clearly 
established  by  the  authorities  which  have 
been  referred  to ; and  I am  constrained  to 
say,  that  not  a single  dictum  has  been  found, 
except  that  in  Azuni , to  which  I shall  have 
occasion  to  refer,  claiming  the  safeguard  of 


jg_2  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL,  V 


public  faith  for  property  not  actually  within 
bur  territorial  limits  at  the  commencement 
bf  the  war.  The  inference  appears  to  me 
irresistible  that  no  extension  of  the  principle 
is  intended. 

it  would  seem  to  follow,  then,  under  the 
tule  which  appears  to  me  to  be  established  by 
that  public  law  which  must  control  the  de- 
cisions of  this  court,  that  if  this  must  be 
Considered  enemy  property,  it  is  subject  to 
Capture  and  condemnation  as  prize. 

Whether  the  result  of  my  examinations 
be  correct,  or  otherwise  to  attempt  to  show, 
after  what  has  been  said,  that  the  property 
in  question  is  not  protected  because  laden, 
and  proceeding  iti  ignorance  of  the  war, 
Would  be  superfluous  and  irregular.  But 
indulging,  as  I do,  a proper  diffidence  in 
ihy  own  opinion  of  the  law,  on  a subject  so 
hovel  and  important  I must  be  permitted  to 
fortify  it,  by  attempting  to  develope  what  1 
Conceive  to  be  the  practice  of  other  nations 
who  profess  to  be  governed  by  it 

In  the  doctrines  held  and  enforced  by  G. 
Britain,  We  may  perhaps  find  a satisfactory 
exposition  of  the  law  in  cases  like  this  we 
lire  discussing.  And  if  in  a war  with  her 
ive  adopt  the  construction  of  her  own  go- 
vernment and  the  practice  of  her  own  courts, 
|Ve  can  afford  no  just  ground  of  complaint. 

In  examining  these  we  shall  find  not  only 
that  the  English  prize  courts  are  in  the  con 
Slant  habit  Of  condemning  property  brought 
Sfi  igriorant  of  the  war  when  captured,  but 
property  in  port  at  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  and  even  property  captured  be- 
fore the  war,  but  in  contemplation  of  that 
event.  The  only  difficulty  and  discussion 
that  ever  Occurred  on  the  subject  in  that 
country,  Was  to  whose  benefit  the  condem- 
nation should  inure,  whether  to  the  Lord 
High  Admiral , Or  since  the  abolition  of  that 
office  to  the  king  in  liis  office  of  Admiralty, 
pr  to  him  jure  cor  once. 

During  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  the 
Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  was  in  various 
Ways  depressed,  arid  its  perquisites  reduced 
;fhe  protector  found  them  valuable,  and  it 
became  Bis  policy  and  his  interest,  not  only 
to  engross  and  direct  their  application  to  un- 
usual purposes,  but  to  abolish  the  office  it- 
self. ' 

From  time  immemorial,  captures  made 
frdm  the  enemy  under  particular  circum- 
stances, had  been  considered  as  perquisites 
of  the  Admiral  and  under  the  name  of 
Droights  of  Admiralty , appropriated  to 
support  the  dignity  and  splendor  of  his  sta- 
tion=  The  sinister  policy  and  distracted 
Views  of  the  government  at  this  period,  in- 
troduced much  confusion  as  to  the  distribu 
tion  of  the  revenue  arising  from  these  sources ; 
iind  at  the  restoration.,  the  distinction  be- 


tween Droights  of  Admiralty  and  direct  for- 
feitures to  the  crown,  was  ill  understood, 
and  but  little  regarded  in  practice.  With 
the  regular  settlement  of  the  government, 
however,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  began  to 
claim,  what  had  once  been  considered  the 
rights  and  emoluments  of  his  office,  which 
produced  much  animated  discussion  between 
him  and  the  king.  The  controversy  was  at 
length  referred  to  the  greatest  lawyers  and 
ablest  civilians  in  the  kingdom.  tWom  their 
combined  wisdom  resulted  an  order  of  the 
Privy  Council , which,  with  great  apparent 
precision,  designated  the  rights  and  settled 
the  conflicting  pretensions  of  these  worthy 
brothers. 

This  order  in  council  bears  date  the  6th 
March,  1665.  As  far  as  relates  to  this  sub- 
ject it  remains  unaltered,  and  at  this  day  go- 
verns the  decisions  and  practice  of  the  Bri- 
tish prize  courts. 

Independent  of  all  other  matter,  a refer- 
ence to  the  ternis  of  this  order  alone,  wilt 
abundantly  show,  that  property  coming  in 
igndrdrit  of  the  war,  is  subject,  in  England, 
to  seizure  and  confiscation. 

The  part  of  the  order  connected  with  this 
question,  is  in  these  Words  : — 

“All  ships  and  goods  belonging  to  ene- 
mies, coming  into  any  port,  creek  or  road, 
of  his  majesty’s  kingdom  of  England  or  of 
Ireland,  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  acci- 
dent, or  by  mistake  of  port,  or  by  ignorance, 
not  knowing  of  the  war,  db  belong  to  the 
Lord  High  Admiral.” 

Enemy’s  ships  and  goods,  then,  coming 
into  a port,  creek  or  road,  not  knowing  of 
the  war , are  condemned  to  the  Admiral. 
But  the  coming  in  must  be  voluntary , un- 
connected at  least,  with  any  circumstances 
resulting  from  the  war,  to  constitute  d 
droight  of  Admiralty.  But  what  if  it  be  not 
so  ? The  answer  of  Sir  William  Scott  is 
plain. 

“ When  vessels  come  in  not  under  any 
motive  arising  out  of  the  occasions  of  war, 
but  from  distress  of  weather  or  want  of  pro- 
visions, or  from  ignovauce  of  war,  and  are 
seized  in  port,  they  belong  to  the  Lord  High 
Admiral.  But  where  the  hand  of  violence 
has  been  exercised  upon  them,  where  it 
arises  from  adts  connected  with  war,  &,e, 
they  belong  to  the  crown.” 

Thus  far,  then,  we  have  an  exposition  of 
this  order,  and  therefore  of  the  British  prac- 
tice, which  is  still  regulated  by  it,  showing, 
conclusively,  that  ignorance  of  the  war  does 
not  avert  a forfeiture,  and  that  under  this 
part  of  the  order  these  goods  would  not.  be 
droights  of  admiralty,  because  the  hand  of 
violence  has  been  upon  them  ; because  her 
coming  in  arose  from  acts  connected  with 
war 
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A practical  illustration  of  these  principles  captured  in  ignorance  of  the  war,  or  lying  at 
^illhe  found  in  the  arguments  of  counsel  and  liberty  in  port  at  the  commencement  of  hos- 
judgments  of  the  court,  in,  the  cases  of  the  tililiesj  or  in  any  way  seized  or  detained  6c- 
Danckebaar , African,  the  Herstelder , and  the  fore  the  declaration  of  war. 

Rebecca , in  l Robinson,  and  the  Maria  Fran-j  In  opposition  to  this  practice. 


and  to  what 

caise,  in  6 Robinson — all  these  vessels,  I be-' I conceive  to  be  the  clear  and  established 
licve,  were  captured  in  ignorance  of  the  war.!  laws  of  war  in  such  cases,  a passage  from 
""  ’ " * " j\[r-  Brown  says,  in  Azuni  has  been  cited  in  these  words: 


Jiis  “ civil  and  admiralty  law ” is  worthy  of 
attention  ; and  so  indeed  it  is  in  an  English 
prize  court.  He  goes  on  to  say,  in  the  words 
of  sir  William  Scott,  extracted  verbatim  from 
the  case  of  the  Rebecca,  “it  has*  by  usage, 
been  construed  to  include  ships  and  goods, 
already  come  into  ports,  creeks  or  roads,  &c  ” 
and  in  consequence  of  this  construction,  he 
adds,  “all  vessels  detained  in  port,  and  found 
there  at  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  are 
condemned.”  Jure  coronce  of  the  king. 

This  practice  of  condemning  vessels  in  port 
at  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  is  founded 
exclusively  on  this  strange  construction  of  the 
order  ; and  it  is  remarkable  enough,  that 
they  are  condemned  jure  coronae  to  the  king 
The  claim  of  the  admiral  is  defeated,  I pre 
sume,  by  the  circumstance  that  they  were  not 
enemy's  vessels  when  they  came  in,  as  he  is 
entitled  only  to  enemy's  vessels  coming  in. 

Another  part  of  the  order  is,  *kall  such 
ships  as  shall  be  seized  in  any  of  the  ports, 
creeks  or  roads  of  this  kingdom,  or  of  Ireland. 
before  any  declaration  of  war  or  reprisal  by 
his  majesty,  do  belong  unto  his  majesty.” 

Under  this  is  probably  sanctioned  the  con 
demnation  of  property  detained  by  embargo, 
before  war  is  declared  ; and  hence,  also,  pro- 
perty captured  before  the  war,  under  what 
ever  pretence  or  mistaken  motive,  will  be 
condemned  if  hostilities  commence  before  the 
idjudication.  Sir  Wm.  Scott  says,  that  “the 


A merchant  vessel  that  happens  to  be  at 
sea  when  the  nation  to  which  it  belong  en- 
ters into  a war  cannot  be  captured  on  its  ar- 
riving at  an  enemy’s  port  in  right  of  the  war 
which  has  supervened  between  the  two  na- 
tions. lie  ought  then  to  be  under  the  safe 
guard  of  the  public  faith.” 

What  he  ought  to  be,  and  what  he  is  al- 
lowed to  be,  by  the  usages  and  customs  of 
nations,  are  very  different  things.  Each  of 
us  might  in  our  closets  devise  many  humane 
and  beneficial  modifications  of  the  laws  of 
war  ; but  to  what  purpose  ? The  whims  and 
reveries  of  authors  do  not  govern  nations  at 
this  day;  it  requires  the  sanction  of  the  ci- 
vilized world  to  invest  them  with  the  force 
and  authority  of  laws. 

The  passage  is  remarkable,  because  it  has 
neither  the  opinion  of  any  publicist,  nor  the 
practice  of  any  nation  to  support  it — ’Tis  true 
he  refers  to  two  treaties  for  a recognition  of 
this  principle,  and  two  individual  instances 
of  personal  magnanimity.  The  one  extract- 
ed from  a French  newspaper.  On  this  au- 
thority he  has  announced  a new  lawr  to  bel- 
ligerent nations.  Surely  the  provisions  of 
twro  treaties  are  not  binding  on  nations  not 
parties  to  them,  nor  can  personal  magnani- 
mity establish  a rule  for  the  government  of 
the  world. 

This  principle  of  Azuni  has  not  yet,  and  I 
will  venture  to  predict,  never  will  become 


person  claiming,  must  not  only  be  entitled) part  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  it  never  ought, 
to  restitution  at  the  time  of  seizure , but  hejif  wars  are,  as  they  should  be,  commenced 
must  be  in  a capacity  to  claim  at  the  time  of  only  for  just  causes  and  with  legitimate 
•adjudication.”  This,  at  first  view,  would  views. 

The  end  of  a just  war  is  to  obtain  a remu- 
neration for  some  loss  sustained  or  injury  re- 
ceived ; and  after  announcing  to  the  world 
that  force  will  be  employed  to  obtain  that 
which  is  withheld,  can  it  be  necessary  in  eve- 
ry individual  case  of  attack  to  send  a herald 
to  proclaim  your  intention,  that  your  adver- 
sary may  be  prepared  to  resist.  Thus  hazard- 
ing a loss  equal  to  that  which  it  is  sought  to 
repair. 

On  a careful  perusal  of  the  work  in  which 
this  doctrine  is  advanced,  1 think  it  will  be 
found  that  to  whatever  consideration  it  may 
be  entitled  as  a work  of  ingenuity  and  re- 
search, it  is  unworthy  of  much  wreight  as  an 
authority.  It  was  produced,  if  not  under  the 
dictation  of  a distracted  government,  yet  iii 
some  degree  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
the  alterations  it  proposed  in  the  maritime, 


This,  at  first  view,  would 
seem  to  be  at  variance  w7ith  the  general  rule 
or  practice  already  assented  to,  that  property7 
in  the  country  is  not  liable  to  confiscation. — 
But  the  reason  of  the  distinction  no  doubt  is, 
that  property  thus  situated  came  in  by  coer- 
cion, and  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  rule  exempting  hostile  property  from  con- 
fiscation, must  be  strictly  construed,  that  un 
der  the  diversified  circumstances  and  various 
situations  in  which  it  may  be  placed  and  cap 
tured,  the  public  faith  is  only  pledged  for  the 
protection ‘of  that  which  wTas  not  only  in  the 
power  of  the  adversary,  but  had  been  volun- 
tarily brought  within  his  territory, and  placed 
within  his  power  before  the  commencement 
of  hostilities. 

Thus,  then,  I think  it  appears,  where  there 
is  no  reciprocal  agreement  to  prevent  it,  that 
property  is  condemned  in  England,  although 
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law  of  nations,  and  under  the  operation  of 
prejudices  too  strong  to  admit  of  an  impar- 
tial examination  of  a national  question. 

It  was  obviously  written,  under  the  inno- 
vating influence  of  the  times ; at  a period, 
when  the  inflamed  passions  of  men,  and  the 
convulsed  energies  of  nations  were  uprooting 
the  foundations  of  social  and  political  order. 
When  new  systems  of  policy,  of  municipal 
and  public  law,  were  every  where  spring- 
ing up  with  a luxuriance  that  threatened  to 
confound  all  established  principles,  and  per- 
plexed the  soundest  understandings.  When 
intellectual  efforts  were  perverted,  by  the 
captivating  novelties  and  splended  plausibili- 
ties engendered  “in  that  season  of  fulness, 
which  opened”  upon  the  world  with  the 
French  revolution.  When  changes  and  inno- 
vations,  eccentric  in  their  nature,  and  inti 
nitely  various  in  their  character,  overwhelm 
ed  every  system  of  ethicks  and  philosophy, 
which  laborious  wisdom  had  devised,  or  time 
consecrated.  Absorbed  or  dissipated  all  that 
was  fantastic  in  superstition  or  venerable  in 
orthodox  opinion,  while  the  victorious  eagles 
of  a frenzied  people,  indiscriminately  over- 
shadowed or  subverted  all  the  monuments  of 
human  folly,  and  all  that  remained  of  an- 
cient grandeur. 

From  sources  so  agitated  if  not  polluted, 
nothing  satisfactory  can  be  drawn.  The  ora- 
cles of  wisdom  are  seldom  uttered  amidst 
scenes  of  tumult  and  commotion,  We  must 
look  back  beyond  the  troubles  of  these  lat- 
ter days  for  wise  rules,  and  trace  their  mo- 
difications and  present  form,  through  the  ac- 
knowledged and  uniform  practice  of  settled 
and  civilized  nations.  That  is  at  variance 
with  this  novel  suggestion,  and  it  cannot  be 
admitted  on  an  authority  so  questionable, 

It  is  alledged — 

2dly.  That  this  property  was  captured 
within  the  territorial  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  be  made 
prize. 

There  is  something  so  novel  in  this  posi- 
tion, and  in  the  arguments  which  it  has  sug- 
gested, that  it  is  difficult  to  reduce  them  t© 
a systematic  examination. 

It  would  be  easy  to  explain  the  foundation 
of  the  jurisdictional  right  of  every  nation, 
to  those  portions  of  the  sea  that  wash  its 
shores.  To  show  that  the  source  from  which 
it  is  derived  is  self-preservation.  That  this 
sovereignty  is  assumed  by,  and  concedes  to 
each,  for  the  preservation  of  its  own  peace, 
to  avoid  the  evils  that  may  result  from  a 
warfare  between  others,  prosecuted  within 
its  immediate  vicinity.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  origin  of  this  claim,  or  by 
whatever  reasons  sustained,  the  precise  na 
iure  of  this  sovereignty  is  involved  in  some 
obscurity.  It  will,  however,  be  unnecessary 


to  investigate  that  minutely  in  order  to  ex- 
plain the  difficulty  which  the  argument  on 
this  branch  of  the  subject  was  intended  to 
present.  By  examining  the  constitution  of 
the  adm.ralty  and  prize  courts,  and  the  pow- 
er derived  to  the  captors  by  the  prize  com- 
mission, it  will  become  obvious  that  it  has 
no  connexion  at  all  with  the  general  question 
of  prize — that  it  affords  protection  under  par- 
ticular circumstances  to  a friend  never  to  an 
enemy — that  it  is  an  appendage,  (if  I may 
use  the  term,)  to  a neutral  territory — but 
does  not,  and  cannot  exist  between  bellige- 
rents. 

The  common  admiralty  jurisdiction,  (as 
Corny n calls  it)  extends  to  all  things  done 
super  altum  mare.  The  prize  jurisdiction  is 
not  thus  limited.  It  embraces  the  whole 
question  of  prize,  unrestrained  by  the  locali- 
ty of  the  capture  : It  takes  cognizance  of 
all  captures,  no  matter  where  made,  if  made 
as  prize.  The  validity  of  the  capture  de- 
pends on  the  ‘jusbelli ” as  determined  by  the 
law  of  nations.  The  effect  and  ultimate  di- 
rection of  the  forfeiture  depends  on  the  rights 
granted  by  the  terms  of  the  commission,  as 
explained  by  legal  definition.*^  and  recognized 
by  universal  usage. 

What,  then,  does  the  prize  commission 
grant  ? 

To  make  captures  of  enemy  goods  on  the 
high  seas , limiting  the  power  intended  to  be 
'conveyed  by  the  very  terms  that  limit  the 
common  admiralty  jurisdiction. 

By  ascertaining  the  extent  of  that  juris- 
diction, we  must  necessarily  discover,  what 
is  meant  by  the  high  seas , and  thus  the  in- 
terest derived  from  this  capture. 

Wood  gives  the  answer  of  the  judges  of 
the  realm  to  the  complaints  of  the  admiral 
concerning  prohibitions  granted  by  the  com- 
mon law  courts.  In  different  places,  they 
say,  “by  the  laws  of  this  realm,  the  court 
of  the  admiralty  has  no  cognizance  of  juris- 
diction of  any  manner  of  contract,  plead 
within  any  country  of  the  realm,  either  up- 
on the  land  or  the  water.  It  is  not  material 
whether  the  place  be  upon  the  water  infra 
fluxum  and  refiuxum  aqua , but  whether  it 
be  upon  any  water  within  any  country , tak- 
ing that  to  be  the  sea,  wherein  ihe  admiral 
hath  jurisdiction,  which  is  before  by  law 
described  to  be  out  of  any  country.” 

Comyn  says,  “the  admiralty  has  jurisdic- 
tion in  matters  on  the  main  sea,  or  coasts  of 
the  sea,  not  being  part  of  the  body  of  any 
country.  And  if  it  be  between  high  and 
low  water  mark  when  the  sea  flows  ; for 
then  it  is  super  altum  mare,  though  upon 
the  reflux  it  be  infra  corpus  comitatus.” 

The  admiralty,  then,  has  jurisdiction  on  all 
waters,  not  infra  corpus  comitatus  ; and 
how  is  it  given  ? by  the  very  terms  contain- 
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Cd  in  this  commission.  All  waters,  there- 
fore, not  comprehended  within  the  body  of  a 
country,  constitute  a part  of  the  high  sea  : 
unless  it  can  be  shown,  then,  that  this  cap- 
ture was  made  within  the  limits  of  a coun 
try,  it  was  well  made,  and  vests  an  interest 
in  the  captors. 

In  analogy  to  the  British  practice,  it  has 
been  contended,  that  by  reason  of  the  locali- 
ty of  the  capture,  the  forfeiture  must  go  to 
the  government,  in  the  nature  of  a droighz 
of  admiralty , because  included,  I presume, 
in  the  terms  of  the  British  order,  which  gives 
a direction  to  the  forfeiture.  But  we  have 
neither  droights  of  admiralty,  nor  such  an 
order;  the  whole  subject  must  be  regulated 
by.  the  commission  and  instructions.  We 
can  only  discover  what  has  been  reserved  to 
the  government,  by  ascertaining  what  has 
been  granted.  They  have  authorised  cap- 
tures on  the  high  seas , which  I think  has 
been  shown  to  include  the  spot  where  this 
capture  was  made. 

If  ever  we  had  droights  of  admiralty,  and 
an  exact  copy  of  that  order  in  force  here, 
etill  the  forfeiture  would  go  to  the  captors 
The  place  of  capture  is  not  embraced  by  ei 
ther  of  the  terms  used  in  it,  as  appears  clear- 
ly in  2 Brown,  61,  and  by  the  exposition 
given  of  them  by  sir  William  Scott  in  1 Ro- 
binson, 194. 

It  is  insisted — 

3dly.  That  this  property  is  exempt  from 
Capture,  because  proceeding  in  an  American 
vessel,  and  under  the  American  flag. 

This  objection  would  seem  to  be  sufficient- 
ly answered  by  the  principles  already  laid 
down.  The  same  rules  that  explain  the  ad 
miralty  jurisdiction,  and  designate  the  limits 
between  it  and  the  common  law  jurisdiction, 
must  determine  what,  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is  to  be  considered  in  the  territory,  so 
as  to  exempt  it  from  capture.  It  must  be 
within  the  common  law  jurisdiction,  within 
the  body  of  a country. 

The  notion  that  vessels  must  be  consider- 
ed as  part  of  the  territory  of  a nation,  is  an- 
tiquated and  exploded.  The  most  strenuous 
advocates  for  the  freedom  of  goods  in  free 
ships,  no  longer  place  the  controversy  on  that 
ground. 

The  principle  first  formally  promulgated 
in  the  Consolato  del  mare  about  the  12th  cen- 
tury, that  enemy  property  was  good  prize  on 
board  free  ships,  has  certainly  been  contest- 
ed at  different  periods.  It  has  sometimes 
been  admitted  and  rejected  by  the  same  and 
by  different  nations  : but  the  high  authority 
of  that  celebrated  code,  has  generally  pre- 
vailed where  treaty  stipulations  did  not  estab- 
lish a different  rule.  Within  our  own  times 
it  has  been  attempted  with  great  force  and- 
with  much  spirit,  to  establish  a different  prin 


ciple,  but  it  was  lost  with  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  the  armed  neutrality. 

Amidst  the  uproar  of  the  world,  the  flag, 
too,  has  dwindled  into  a vain  emblem  of  so- 
vereignty ; protecting  nothing,  certainly,  but 
the  vessel,  and  designating  only  to  what  por- 
tion of  the  globe  she  belongs.  These  are  the 
principles  of  England.  They  were  recog- 
nized by  our  government  in  its  correspon- 
dence with  the  French  minister  in  the  year 
1793  and  I am  not  prepared  to  deny  that  they 
are  founded  in  reason. 

The  additional  instructions  issued  by  the 
president,  have  been  relied  on  as  a ground 
of  defence.  These  instructions  were  prepar- 
ed and  dated  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
26th  August.  On  the  29th  they  were  known 
here.  The  privateer  Tickler  was  then  at 
sea,  and  there  is  no  evidence  at  all  to  show 
that  she  had  a knowledge  of  them  at  the 
time  this  capture  was  made,  to  wit,  the  3d 
September.  Indeed  all  presumption  is  a- 
gainst  it.  Considering,  then,  the  captain  of 
this  privateer  is  ignorant  of  these  instruc- 
tions, and  under  these  circumstances  of  the 
case  he  must  be  so  considered,  I am  of  opi- 
nion that  they  could  have  no  effect  or  opera- 
tion on  his  conduct.  There  is  a material 
difference  between  acting  in  ignorance  of  a 
supreme  legislative  act  and  of  executive  or- 
ders. The  one  affords  no  impunity  to  the 
commission  of  a crime  : the  publication  of  a 
law  enacted  by  the  known  public  authority 
of  the  country,  which  operates  upon  every 
member  of  the  community  is  the  only  notice, 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  be  given 
of  it.  A knowledge  of  it  must  be  presumed 
ex  necessitate , from  the  impossibility  of  giv- 
ing to  it  farther  publicity.  But  a private 
executive  instruction,  for  the  government  of 
a certain  class  of  public  agents,  can  be  made 
known  to  them  in  a different  manner,  and 
must  be  so  before  they  can  be  governed  by 
it.  In  short,  the  one  is  a public,  the  othera 
private  instrument.  Ignorance  of  the  one 
cannot  be  alleged,  but  the  other  cannot  be 
obeyed  unless  known.  A law  operates  un- 
til repealed  with  the  same  solemnity  with 
which  it  was  enacted.  An  instruction  must 
be  obeyed  until  revoked,  with  the  same  for- 
mality with  which  it  was  given.  The  origi- 
nal instruction  was  given  and  communicated 
to  the  commanders  of  these  vessels,  and  ano 
ther  intended  to  annul  or  supercede  it,  must 
be  given  and  communicated  to  them  in  like 
manner  to  produce  that  effect ; until  then  the 
first  instruction  is  their  only  rule  of  action. 

A gain — this  is  a warlike  operation.  Consi- 
dering, then,  these  instructions  of  the  presi- 
dent in  a military  point  of  view,  is  not  every 
act  done  under  the  one  legal,  and  effectual 
until  another  is  communicated?  If  the  libel- 
lants had  been  instructed  to  capture  proper 
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not  stop  to  examine  whether  a naturalization* 
obtained  for  special  and  temporary , and  not 
for  general  and  permanent  purposes,  can  be 
valid  and  effectual  ? Whether  a government 
is  bound,  under  any  circumstances,  to  pro- 
ect  a citizen  or  subject,  who  not  only  with- 
draws voluntarily  from  the  performance  of 
every  duty,  but  who,  for  nearly  ‘‘twice  the 
period  that  ordinary  calculation  assign  to  the 
continuance  of  human  life,’’  incorporates  him- 
self and  his  resources  with  the  numbers  and 
the  wealth  of  another  nation  ? 

These,  in  my  judgment,  are  questions  well 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  less  easy  of  so^ 
lution  than  seems  to  be  apprehended.  Rut, 
as  I have  already  exceeded  the  limits  usually 
observed  on  occasions  of  this  sort,  I shall 
wave  their  discussion  now,  and  notice  only 
the  more  limited  difficulties  suggested  by  the 
course  of  the  argument. 

The  facts  relative  to  Mr.  Richardson’s  na- 
turalization here,  and  residence  abroad,  as 
disclosed  by  the  further  proof  which  was  or- 
dered, are  these  : 

It  appears  that  he  was  naturalized  as  a ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States  iJ  the  year  1795, 
according  to  the  laws  then  in  force  on  that 


\y  of  this  description;  would  they  not  have 
been  bound  to  do  so,  until  an  order  inter- 
dicting it  was  received  ? 

The  case  has  been  likened  to  captures 
made  after  a treaty  of  peace  signed;  but 
there  is  not  the  least  similitude.  To  capture 
enemy  property  is  a right  of  war.  If  there 
be  no  war,  there  can  be  no  capture.  The 
right  to  capture  is  during  war,  and  is  extim 
guished  with  it,  eo  instante.  Some  publicists 
have  contended,  even  that  a capture  is  good 
till  notice  of  peace  reeeived-r-But  that  is  ex- 
ploded. 

I am  cl  earl}7  of  opinion,  therefore,  that 
these  instructions  can  have  no  weight  under 
the  circumstances  of  this  case. 

But  suppose,  for  a moment,  that  they  were 
to  have  effect — that  they  were  known  or 
though  not  known,  that  still  they  were  bind- 
ing. That,  it  seems  tome,  would  only  raise 
a question  between  the  government  and  the 
captors.  If  this  be  enemy  property,  this 
court  would  not  restore  it.  If  the  captors 
have  no  claim,  it  would  be  condemned  to  the 
government. 

But  from  the  best  view  I am  able  to  take 
of  these  additional  instructions,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  they  were  not  intended  to  touch  thejsuhject;  that  in  1797  he  went  to  England  ; 
case  of  enemy  property.  It  is  well  known,  !that  in  1799  he  came  again  to  this  country, 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  Ame-land  returned  to  England  in  1800— where  he 
rican  vessels,  laden  in  most  cases  with  Ame-* continued  to  reside  till  March  1813,  making 

a residence  of  16  years  in  England,  with  the 
exception  of  a visit  to  this  country  of  a few 
months.  The  effect  of  that  will  presently  be 
noticed. 

It  is  contended  by  the  captors  that  this  re- 
sidence constitutes  a domicil  under  the  law 
of  nations.  A commercial  residence. within 
the  principles  of  prize  law,  investing  the 
claimant  with  all  the  charactertics  of  a Bri- 
tish trader , and  involving  him  in  all  the  con- 
sequences and  all  the  evils  incident  to  that 
charater. 

I think  it  may  be  assumed  as  a principle, 
that  the  law  of  nations,  without  regarding 
the  municipal  regulations  prescribed  for  his 
admission,  views  every  man  as  a member  of 
the  society  in  which  he  is  found.  Residence 
is  prima  facie  evidence  of  national  character; 
susceptible,  however,  at  all  times,  of  expla- 
nation. If  it  be  for-  a special  purpose,  and 
transient  in  its  nature,  it  shall  not  destroy  the 
original  or  prior  national  character.  But  if 
it  be  taken  up  animus  manendi , with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining,  then  it  becomes  a do - 
micil , superadding  to  the  original  or  prior 
character,  the  rights  and  privileges,  as  well 
as  the  disabilities  and  penalties  of  a citizen 
or  subject  of  the  country  in  which  the  resi- 
dence is  established. 

“The  domicil,”  says  Vattel , “is  the  habi- 
tation fixed  in  any  place  \yith  an  intention  of 
always  staying  there.  A man  does  not  then 


rican  property,  were  molested  and  captured 
by  privateers,  with  the  view  to  a condemna- 
tion on  the  ground  of  being  engaged  in  an  il- 
legal trade  with  the  enemy.  As  these  vessels 
sailed  in  ignorance  of  the  war,  the  govern- 
ment thought,  that  under  all  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case,  they  were  entitled  to  consi- 
deration and  lenity.  These  instructions, 
then  were  issued  to  protect  American  vessels 
and  American  property  from  molestation  be 
fore  their  arrival,  without  intending,  m my 
judgment,  to  interfere  with  the  question  of 
prize  in  relation  to  enemy  property.  If  it 
were  otherwise,  it  would  prevent  the  case  of 
the  executive  abrogating,  not  only  a right 
already  vested  by  law,  but  one  which  is  uni- 
versally given  and  recognized  in  modern 
warfare — to  capture  enemy  property  on  the 
high  seas,  and  a proceeding  resulting  in  no- 
thing but  drawing  the  forfeiture  to  the  go 
vernment ; thus  frustrating  the  very  objects 
which  had  led  these  people  to  this  species  of 
warfare  ; to  capture  hostile  prxjperty  within 
the  limits  prescribed  by  their  commission.- — 
f capnot  give  to  these  orders  a construction 
that  will  lead  to  this  conclusion. 

The  last  question  to  be  considered  is — 

Whether  Mr.  Richardson,  in  whose  behalf 
this  property  is  claimed,  is,  for  the  purposes 
,of  this  proceeding,  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  immunities  of  an  American  citizen. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  I shall 
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Establish  bis  domicil  in  any  place,  unless  he 
makes  sufficiently  known  his  intention  of  fix 
ing  there,  either  tacitly , or  by  an  express  de 
claration.” 

Again — The  natural  or  original  dorrii- 
cil  is  that  given  us  by  birth,  where  our  fa- 
ther had  his  ; and  we  are  considered  as  re- 
taining it,  till  we  have  abandoned  it  in  order 
to  chose  another.  The  domicil  acquired , is 
that  where  we  settle  by  our  own  choice.” 

This  is  the  general  principle,  determining 
the  national  character  solely  by  the  domicil, 
whether  natural  or  acquired.  As  the  origi- 
nal domicil  is  given  by  birth,  it  requires  no 
explanation.  But  what  shall  constitute  an 
acquired  domicil  ? 

Although  the  definition  given  of  it,  ap- 
pears at  first  view  sufficiently  plain,  yet  in 
analyzing  it,  we  have  soon  to  encounter  an 
important  difficulty.  When  shall  the  inten- 
tion to  remain  be  deemed  to  exist  ? If  it  be 
not  openly  declared,  when,  as  Vattel  ex- 
presses it,  shall  it  be  deemed  to  be  tacitly 
made  known  ? What,shall  be  evidence  of 
the  animus  manendi  and  determine  the  in- 
tention ? 

In  order  to  ascertain  this,  we  must  resort 
to  the  exposition  of  able  magistrates,  whose 
duty  it  has  been  to  expound  and  apply  this 
public  law : we  must  descend  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  judgments  and  official  acts  of 
tribunals  sitting  and  deciding  under  the  law 
of  nations. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  practical 
illustration  of  this  doctrine,  derived  from  the 
course  and  practice  of  the  prize  courts,  jus- 
tifies the  following  conclusions  : 

1st.  That  no  residence  establishes  a domi- 
cil to  any  hostile  purpose,  or  operating  a 
condemnation  of  goods,  but  that  which  is 
either  taken  up  or  continued  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities. 

2d.  That  on  the  breaking  out  of  war,  a 
citizen  or  subject  of  one  belligerent  country, 
has  a right  to  return  from  the  other,  and 
bring  with  him,  or  withdraw  from  them,  his 
goods  and  effects. 

I think  the  consideration  of  these  propo- 
sitions will  embrace  all  the  arguments,  and 
lead  to  an  examination  of  all  the  authorities 
which  are  in  any  way  applicable  to  the  merits 
of  this  cause. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that  the  principle 
laid  down  by  Vattel  is  general,  and  must  be 
universal  in»  its  application.  It  has  no  rela- 
tion, whatever,  to  either  a state  of  war  or 
peace.  The  different  authorities  which  have 
been  cited,  must  all  be  examined  with  a re- 
ference to  that. 

The  most  general  view  which  has  been 
taken  of  this  subject  by  sir  Wm.  Scott,  is  in 
the  case  of  the  Harmony , 2 Rob.  266. 

“Of  the  few  principles  ” he  says,  “ that 
S.PP,  Vol.  V, 
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can  be  laid  down  generally,  I may  venture 
to  hold,  that  time  is  the  grand  ingredient  in 
constituting  domicil.  I think  that  hardly 
enough  is  attributed  to  its  effects  ; in  most 
cases  it  is  unavoidably  conclusive  ; it  is  not 
unfrequently  said,  that  if  a person  comes  on- 
ly for  a special  purpose,  that  shall  not  fix  a 
domicil  This  is  not  to  be  taken  in  an  un- 
qualified latitude,  and  without  some  respect 
had  to  the  time  which  such  a purpose  may, 
or  shall  occupy;  for  if  the  purpose  be  of  a 
nature  that  may,  probably,  or  does  actually 
detain  the  person  for  a great  length  of  time, 
I cannot  but  think  that  a general  residence 
might  grow  upon  the  special  purpose.  That 
against  such  a long  residence,  the  plea  of 
an  original,  special  purpose  could  not  be 
averred  ; it  must  be  inferred,  in  such  a case, 
that  other  purposes  forced  themselves  upon 
him,  and  mixed  themselves  with  his  original 
design,  and  impressed  upon  him  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country  where  he  resided. 

Surely,  if  terms  can  be  explicit,  and  lan- 
guage can  be  plain,  this  is  so.  There  is  in 
it,  not  the  least  allusion  to  a state  of  hostili- 
ties, or  to  a belligerent  country.  The  terms 
are  as  comprehensive  as  those  of  Vattel. — 
Showing,  that  residence  alone,  wherever  it 
may  be,  is  the  source  and  foundation  of  do- 
micil, and  that  from  the  length  of  the  resi- 
dence is  derived  the  evidence  of  an  intention 
to  remain.  If  this  be  not  so,  why  is  time 
the  grand  ingredient  in  constituting  domicil  ? 
If  residence  in  a hostile  country  were  neces- 
sary, that  would  be  the  grand  ingredient , 
the  characteristic  feature  in  this  acquired 
character,  which  works  a forfeiture  of  goods. 

But  it  is  said,  that  the  further  remarks  of 
this  great  authority  in  the  same  case,  fur- 
nish an  inference  unfavorable  to  the  opinion 
I have  expressed. 

“ Suppose  a man  comes  into  a belligerent 
country  at  or  before  the  beginning  of  a war; 
it  is  certainly  reasonable  not  to  bind  him  too 
soon,  to  an  acquired  character,  and  to  allow 
him  a fair  time  to  disengage  himself.” 

From  this  I should  draw  an  argument  di- 
rectly the  reverse  of  that  which  it  has  been 
cited  to  support — wh}f  is  it  too  soon  to  bind 
him  to  an  acquired  character,  who  comes 
into  a belligerent  country  at  or  before  the 
beginning  of  a war?  Most  assuredly  be- 
cause he  had  not,  by  a residence  previous  to 
the  war,  established  a domicil,  or  manifest- 
ed his  intention  to  remain.  His  residence 
had  been  too  short  to  afford  evidence  of  a 
determination  to  fix  his  habitation  there. — - 
He  shall,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  make 
his  election,  to  retire,  and  be  allowed  a fair 
time  to  disengage  himself.  If  this  claimant 
had  arrived  in  England  at,  or  immediately 
preceding  the  war,  we  would  have  had  a very 
different  case  to  examine 
K 
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Sir  William  Scott  proceeds.  In  proof,  Sec. 
see  2 Rob.  p 267. 

He  here  supposes  an  American  to  go  to 
Europe — not  to  any  particular  hostile  coun- 
try, and  to  remain  for  five  years,  intimating 
distinctly  that  it  would  fix  on  him  the  na 
tional  character  of  the  country  in  which  he 
was  thus  established 

It  appears  also,  from  the  same  case,  that 
one  of  the  Murray’s  was  considered  by  the 
common  law  of  England,  as  a British  tra- 
der, subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws  of  that 
kingdom.  How  a British  trader  ? Hostili 
ties  did  not  exist  then  between  that  country 
and  this.  He  had  acquired,  therefore,  the 
character  of  a British  trader , by  a resi- 
dence in  time  of  peace.  It  is  that  character 
that  brought  him  within  the  operation  of 
these  local  laws,  and  that  character  that 
Would  work  a condemnation  of  his  property 
in  the  prize  courts  of  a nation  at  war  with 
England. 

This  case  is  so  replete  with  information 
On  this  subject,  that  I shall  notice  one  other 
passage,  found  in  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

“Time,  I have  said,  is  a great  agent  in 
these  matters,  and  I should  have  been  glad 
to  have  heard  any  instance  quoted,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Murray,  in  which  a residence  of 
four  years,  connected  with  a former  resi- 
dence, was  deemed  capable  of  any  explana- 
tion ” 

It  is  true,  that  the  residence  of  the  claim- 
ant, in  that  case,  was  in  a hostile  country  ; 
but  it  is  equally  true,  that  in  the  passages  to 
which  I haye  referred,  the  court  lays  down 
the  general  principles,  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  that  fact,  as  is  obvious  from  the 
context  and  his  general  reasoning  on  the 
subject. 

The  case  of  the  Indian  Chief,  3 Rob.  p. 

37,  affords  much  light  on  this  question.  This 
vessel  was  seized  in  a British  port  where 
she  barne  for  orders,  on  a voyage  from  an 
enemy  colony  to  Hamburg.  The  claimant 
was  a native  A merican,  and  the  court,  after 
stating  that  fact  says  : — 

“He  came,  however,  to  this  country  in 
1783,  and  engaged  in  trade,  and  has  resided 

in  this  country  till  1797 — during,  that  period]  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  a neutral 
lie  was  undoubtedly  to  be  considered  as  an  character. 

English  trader  for  no  position  is  more  es-  In  the  case  of  La  Virginie,  5 Rob.  91,  a 
tablished  than  this,  that  if  a person  goes  in-  Frenchman  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  Ame- 
i to  another  country , and  engages  in  trade,\v\c2Lii  character,  and  it  is  fully  admitted  by 
and  resides  there , be  is  by  the  law’1  of  na-jthe  court,  that  if  he  had  sufficiently  made 
lions,  to  be  considered  as  a merchant  of  thatjout  his  residence  to  have  been  in  this  coun- 
country ; I should  therefore  have  no  doubt  I try,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  restora- 


In  the  case  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  claimant  of 
the  cargo  of  this  vessel,  the  principle  under 
consideration  was  applied  with  great  rigor. 

He  was  an  American  citizen  and  Ameri- 
can consul,  resident  in  some  of  the  remote 
possessions  of  Great  Britain,  in  India.  He 
was  for  that  reason  pronounced  by  the  court 
of  admiralty,  a British  merchant,  and  his 
property  condemned  for  being  engaged  in  a 
trade  prohibited  to  British  subjects. 

It  is  very  manifest,  therefore,  that  fo- 
reigners, who  reside  in  Great  Britain  and 
enter  into  trade,  are  considered  by  the  go- 
vernment and  courts  of  that  country,  in 
pursuance  of  the  general  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations,  as  British  merchants  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  re- 
strictions of  the  native  merchants,  of  that 
kingdom. 

It  also  appears  from  other  cases  that  the 
principle  is  impartially  and  universally  appli- 
ed. That  their  own  subjects  when  settled 
abroad,  are  allowed  all  the  benefits,  and 
held  to  all  the  restraints  of  the  native  sub- 
jects of  the  country  in  which  they  reside  ■ — 
If  resident  in  a neutral  country,  they  are 
treated  as  neutral  merchants,  and  may  trade 
freely,  even  with  the  enemies  of  their  na- 
tive land. 

This  general  rule,  is  given  by  sir  Wm. 
Scott  in  the  case  of  the  Emanuel  1,  Rob.  249. 

“ The  general  rule  is,  that  a person  living 
bona  fide  in  a neutral  country,  is  fully  enti- 
tled to  carry  on  a trade  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  native  merchants  of  the  country  m 
which  he  resides.” 

In  the  cases  of  the  Dree  Gebroeders  4th 
Rob.  191,  and  the  Adriana  1 Rob.  263,  the 
rule  is  exemplified.  Grant  and  Boland,  the 
respective  claimants,  were  both  native  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain,  claiming  the  Ameri- 
can character.  It  does  not  appear  that  they 
were  ever  naturalized  in  this  country.  The 
court  makes  no  allusion  to  that  circumstance* 
with  the  view,  no  doubt,  if  the  fact  were  so, 
to  avoid  discussing  the  question  of  naturali- 
zation. He  examines  nothing  but  their  resi- 
dence, and  admits,  that  if  they  had  suffici- 
ently proved  it  to  have  been  in  this  country. 


in  pronouncing  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  to  be 
considered  as  a merchant  of  this  country, 
at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  this  vessel  on 
her  outward  voyage.” 
r The  vessel  sailed  in  1795.  The  residence 
in  this  case  was  12  years. 


tion  as  a neutral. 

So  it  has  been  decided,  even  by  the  lords 
on  appeal,  that  a British  born  subject,  resi- 
dent at  Lisbon,  acquires  by  that  circum- 
stance, the  Portuguese  character,  and  can 
trade  with  impunity  with  the  enemies  of 
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England.  Bat  it  would  seem  by  a recent 
decision,  that  the  same  rights  are  allowed 
to  British  subjects  resident  in  this  country. 
There  are  a very  great  variety  of  cases  as 
well  in  the  common  law  books,  as  in  the 
admiralty  decisions,  which  havea  bearingin 
point  of  principle  on  this  question  ; but  it 
cannot  be  necessary,  nor  is  it  now  conveni- 
ent to  analyze  them  all.  From  all  I think 
it  appears  very  conclusively,  that  residence 
gives  national  character,  independent  of  the 
political  state  or  condition  of  the  country  in' 
which  it  is  established.  Whether  the  na- 
tive country,  or  the  adopted  country  be  at 
war  or  peace  is  perfectly  immaterial.  By 
residence  neutrals  become  belligerents,  and 
belligerents  neutrals. 

But  the  question  constantly  recurs  ; what 
is,  what  constitutes  this  residence  ? And  it 
certainly  is  not  easy  to  answer  it  with  preci- 
sion. It  must  be  such  a residence,  however, 
as  will  stop  the  party  from  saying,  that  he 
came  for  a special  or  temporary  purpose ; 
such  as  will  fix  upon  him  the  animus  ma- 
nendi the  intention  to  remain.  The  resi- 
dence itself,  as  I have  said,  is  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  intention  ; if  continued  it 
becomes  in  process  of  time  conclusive.  In 
the  case  of  the  Indian  Chief  twelve  years 
was  decided  to  have  that  effect.  In  the  case 
of  the  JBmbden,  ten  years  was  said  to  fix  the 
national  character.  In  that  of  the  Harmo 
ny , four  years  was  declared  not  susceptible 
of  explanation. 

In  this  case  there  has  been  a residence  of 
sixteen  years,  with  the  exception  of  a visit 
to  this  country.  It  is  well  established  that 
a temporary  excursion,  either  to  the  coun 
try  of  the  original  domicil ’,  or  to  any  ’other, 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  interrupt  the  resi- 
dence ; the  time  previous  to  the  absence 
shall  attach  to  that  subsequent,  and  consti- 
tute a continued  residence. 

But  taking  the  time  most  favorably  to  the 
claimant,  there  is  an  uninterrupted  residence 
of  thirteen  years,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
is  unavoidably  conclusive. 

In  this  case,  most  especially,  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson is  a native  British  subject,  and  the 
same  authority,  so  often  quoted,  6ays: — 

“ It  is  always  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
native  character  easily  reverts  ; and  that  it 
requires  fewer  circumstances  to  constitute 
domicil  in  the  case  of  a native  subject,  than 
to  impress  the  national  character  on  one 
who  is  originally  of  another  country.” 

La  Virginie , 5 Rob.  91. — This  rule  applies 
here  with  great  force.  It  does  not  appear, 
from  any  evidence  that  has  been  produced, 
that  Mr.  R.  was  recognized  in  England  as  a 
citizen  of  America  ; and  upon  the  general 
principle  held  by  the  government  of  that 
<p*uutrv,  we  must  presume,  that  he  mingled 


again  with  the  mass  of  its  population,  as  a 
legitimate,  complete  British  subject,  enjoy- 
ing all  the  rights  and  advantages  of  that 
character,  without  being  subject  to  any  of 
the  restrictions  and  inconveniences  of  an 
American  citizen.  It  does  not  appear,  that 
even  after  the  war,  he  was,  by  himself,  or 
by  others,  considered  liable  to  the  ordinary 
evils  incident  to  the  citizens  of  a hostile 
country. 

There  may  be  other  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention than  that  which  mere  length  of  resi- 
dence affords.  The  intention  may  be  open- 
ly declared,  publicly  made  known,  and  that 
however  short  the  residence  may  be,  shall 
establish  the  domicil . 

Whiteliill  had  been  but  two  days  in  the 
enemy  country  when  war  was  declared  ; 
but  he  had  previously  avowed  his  intention 
to  remain,  and  his  property  was  condemned. 

It  has  been  alledged  that  Mr.  Richardson 
was  established  in  Liverpool  as  a commis- 
sion merchant  only,  and  that  he  was  not 
engaged  in  general  commerce : that  is 
wholly  immaterial — quo  ad.  this  shipment 
he  can  only  be  recognized  as  a merchant  ; 
his  domicil  is  established,  and  this*  transac- 
tion imparts  to  it  a eomtnercial  character. 

Having  endeavoured  to  show  how  a domi- 
cil is  established,  how  a foreign  commercial 
character  is  acquired,  it  will  be  proper  to 
inquire  how  it  is  divested  ; how  a citizen  of 
one  country  can  disengage  himself  and  his 
property  from  the  effects  and  consequences 
of  a residence  established  in  another  ; and 
this  brings  me  to  an  examination  of  the  last 
point  which  I have  proposed  to  consider. 

It  is  insisted  that  Mr.  Richardson  being  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  had 
a right  to  withdraw  his  property  from  the 
hostile  country. 

As  a general  proposition,  I think  this  can- 
not be  maintained : it  is  by  no  means  clear, 
that  a citizen  or  subject  of  one  belligerent 
can  stricti  juris  withdraw  any  thing  frtrni 
the  territories  of  the  other.  It  is  no  doubt 
true,  that  bona  fide  cases  of  this  kind  are 
treated  with  indulgence  ; and  that,  from 
motives  of  public  policy,  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  laws  of  war  are  not  un frequently 
relaxed  and  accommodated  to  the  sufferings 
and  peculiar  circumstances  of  individuals. 

But  it  is  of  no  Use  to  discuss  the  princi- 
ple, unless  the  facts  disclosed  can  bring  the 
case  within  it. 

It  is  both  proved  and  admitted,  that  this 
property  was  shipped  before  the  declaration 
of  war  was  known  to  the  claimant,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  how  property  can  be 
claimed  here  as  withdrawn  from  the  hostile 
country,  when  it  was  sent  before  the  claim- 
ant was  apprized  that  the  respective  nations 
were  at  war.  This  difficulty  is  increased  hy 
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the  full  proof  before  the  court  that  these  therefore,  I am  not  only  authorised,  but 
goods  were  shipped  for  sales  and  returns;  bound  to  presume,  that  the  intention  to  re- 
they  were  not  sent  to  remain  here,  and  wait  turn  to  this  country  did  riot  at  that  moment 
the  arrival  of  the  owner.  It  is  clearly  es-  exist. 


tablished  by  the  papers,  that  they  were  to 
he  sold  as  soon  as  might  be  convenient,  and 
the  avails  remitted  to  him  m England.  All 
expectations  of  success,  therefore,  from  this 
source,  must  certainly  be  ill  founded. 

It  is  further  urged,  that  Mr.  Richardson’s 
affidavit  and  others,  offered  as  further  proof, 
show  that  he  intended  to  return  to  this  coun- 
try. The  affidavits  which  have  been  pro 
duced  to  this  point,  are  those  of  Robert 
Falkner,  James  Mills  and  John  Sill.  Their 
affidavits  go  to  show,  that  Mr.  Richardson, 
while  in  England,  at  different  times  express- 
ed an  intention  to  return  to  America,  if  the 
orders  in  council , complained  of  by  this 
country , were  not  repealed , and  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  resto- 
redMr.  Richardson  himself  deposes  that 
he  did  make  these  declarations,  and  did  en- 
tertain that  intention, 

These  facts  are  well  proved,  and  the  clai 


But  if  it  had  so  existed,  the  judgment  in 
the  case  of  the  Indian  Chief — 3 Rob.  24, 
shows  how  insufficient  and  ineffectual  it  is 
considered  in  the  prize  courts  of  England. 
It  is  there  most  decisively  stated — that  the 
character  acquired  by  residence , ceases  only 
by  non  residence — That  it  ceases  only  from 
the  time  the  party  turns  his  back  on  the 
country  where  he  has  resided,  on  his  way  to 
his  own — That  it  adheres  to  him  till  the 
moment  he  puts  himself  in  motion,  bona  fde 
to  quit  the  country  of  his  residence,  sine 
animo  revertendi.  The  vessel,  in  that  case, 
was  the  property  of  a Mr.  Johnson,  a native 
American,  but  who  had  for  some  time  resi- 
ded in  England,  She  was  seized  as  being 
engaged  in  a trade  with  the  enemies  of  Eng- 
land. The  court  distinctly  determined,  thpt 
if  Johnson  had  remained  in  England  till  the 
time  of  seizure,  she  would  have  been  con- 
demned as  the  property  of  a British  mer- 


mant  is  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  them. j chant ; but  as  he  had  left  the  country  on  his 
But  however  distinctly  these  declarations! way  to  America,  he  must  be  deemed  to  be 
were  made  and  repeated,  and  however  ear-  in  pursuit  of,  and  to  have  revived  his  native 
nest  and  decisive  that  intention  may  have  character— and  for  that  reason  only  she  was 


been,  I hold  on  the  authority  of  the  judg- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  President,  and  many 
others,  that  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  and 
unavailing  in  a prize  court. 

UA  mere  intention  to  remove,”  said  Sir 
Wm.  Scott,  “ has  never  been  held  sufficient, 
without  some  overt  act , being  merely  an  in- 
tention, residing  secretly  and  undistinguish- 
ably  in  the  breast  of  the  party,  and  liable 
to  be  revoked  every  hour.  The  expressions 
of  the  letter  in  which  this  intention  is  said 
to  be  found,  are,  I observe,  very  weak  and 
general  ; of  an  intention  merely  in  futuro , 


restored. 

So  in  the  case  of  Curtisias  ; he  had  been 
resident  in  an  enemy  colony,  but  had  left  it 
before  the  capture  of  his  property,  and  was 
actually  on  his  way  home  The  lords,  on 
appeal  decided,  that  as  he  had  put  himself 
in  motion  towards  his  own  country,  as  he 
w7as  in  itinere  he  was  entitled  to  restitution. 
There  are  other  decisions  of  these  distin- 
guished authorities,  showing,  that  the  cha- 
racter which  residence  gives,  can  only  be 
divested  by  an  actual  departure  from  the 
country  in  which  it  js  established,  or  at 


were  they  even  much  stronger  than  they  are,  ;]eag|.  some  act  that  may  be  deemed  an  actual 
they  would  not  be  sufficient;  something ;commencement  of  his  movement  from  it, 
more  than  mere  verbal  declaration  ; somejan(j  a reai  substantial  effort  to  regain  his 
solid  fact,  showing  that  the  party  is  in  the  native  or  prior  domicil.  The  principle  of 
pet  of  withdrawing,  has  always  been  heldjthese  decisions  I shall  adopt  in  this  case,  be- 
necessary  in  such  cases.”  (cause  I think  it  founded  in  good  sense,  and 

Besides  the  intention  which  was  enter- (furnishing  the  only  practicable  application 
tained,  rested  wholly  on  a contingency , the]  of  a rule,  intended  to  ameliorate  the  strict 


alternative  of  which  might  instantly  have 
obliterated  this  impression  from  his  mind, 
and  produced  a determination  not  to  return. 
This,  in  fact,  must  have  been  the  state  of 
the  claimant’s  mind  at  the  moment  this  ship- 
ment was  made.  He  knew  not  of  the  war, 
aVid  the  only  assigned  cause  for  his  intention 
to  return  to  America  was  removed.  In  his 
opinion  the  orders  in  council  were  so  revoked 
that  the  usual  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  would  be  soon  res 
tored.  Under  that  supposition  these  goods 
Were  shipped,  and  from  his  own  showing, 


laws  of  war.  If  the  rule  be  not  thus  restrict, 
ed,  and  thus  applied,  there  will  be  no  end 
to  ailed ged  intentions  of  returning.  If  a 
previously  declared  intention  is  to  justify 
exportations  from  the  enemy  country,  in 
every  dubious  state  of  things,  they  will  al- 
ways be  made,  in  anticipation  of  possible 
consequences  and  speculative  projects,  lead- 
ing to  a long  continued  intercourse,  the  evils 
of  'which  cannot  be  foreseen,  and  which  it 
would  certainly  be  destructive  tp  tolerate. 

It  is  said,  that  Mr.  Richardson  executed 
the  intention  he  had  expressed  by  returning 
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to  this  country.  As  he  has  returned,  he  is  t 
certainly  now  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it  ; 1 
but  it  cannot  have  a retrospective  operation,  \ 
having  acquired  and  established  the  charac-  t 
ter  of  a British  trader,  it  adhered  to  him  * 
until  he  did  return  < 

It  is  also  said,  and  I admit  that  a person 
in  a foreign  country,  at  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  may  elect  to  return  or  remain 
abroad  ; but  surely  that  election  must  be  ^ 
made  known.  How  can  it  be  disclosed,  j 
what  shall  be  evidence  of  his  election  ? We  j 
have  seen  that  a mere  declaration  of  his  in-  ( 
tention  to  return  is  insufficient.  I should  g 
presume,  that  a continuation  in  the  foreign  l 
country  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence  that 
can  be  furnished  of  his  election  to  remain,  j 
and  in  the  nature  of  things  nothing  can  be  *• 
legal  and  conclusive  evidence  of  his  election 
to  return,  but  an  attempt  to  carry  that  elec  ( 
tion  into  effect.  In  every  act  done  to  effec-  j 
tuate  that  he  shall  be  protected.  While  he 
remains  the  presumption  of  law  is  against  ] 
him,  and  can  only  be  repelled  by  the  com-  | 
mencement  of  his  return.  He  cannot  re-  1 
main  in  the  hostile  country  sending  out  as  , 
many  goods  as  may  suit  his  convenience  and 
then  claim  them,  upon  the  ground  of  a pre  , 
viously  declared  intention  to  return.  The  . 
shipment  and  his  return  must  be  cotempora-  ( 
netfus  acts,  or  so  nearly  connected  in  point  ] 
of  time  as  substantially  to  form  but  one 
transaction.  It  is  evident  from  the  facts  in  ( 
the  case,  that  at  the  time  this  shipment  was  : 
made,  Mr.  Richardson  was  not  in  pursuit  of 
his  American  character.  This,  then,  was 
an  act  done  as  a British  trader , and  cannot 
be  otherwise  considered. 

Mr.  Richardson,  moreover,  did  not  leave 
England  till  7 or  8 months  after  the  capture 
of  the  Mary  and  Susan,  and  his  return  is 
now  fairly  open  to  the  suggestion  that  it 
was  produced  by  the  capture  of  his  property. 
Upon  principle,  therefore,  and  upon  autho- 
rity, too,  it  is  not  entitled  to  consideration, 
and  must  be  laid  entirely  out  of  the  case. 

I perceive  the  necessity  of  closing  this  opi- 
nion without  averting  to  a few  other  topics 
which  the  argument  presented  I have  al 
ready  been  too  diffusive,  for  which  the  na 
ture  of  the  cause,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  deem 
ed  a sufficient  apology.  I was  duly  impress- 
ed with  its  novelty  and  importance,  and 
have  felt  a solicitude,  amidst  the  pressure  of 
other  business,  to  manifest  at  least,  a desire 
to  arrive  at  a just  conclusion;  that  which  has 
been  pronounced,  has  been  resisted  with  all 
the  feelings  that  human  misfortune  and  indi- 
vidual calamity  are  calculated  to  produce  ; 
but  it  has  been  forced  upon  me  by  what  I 
conceive  to  be  clear  and  explicit,  though  ri- 
gorous rules  of  law,  which  imperiously  de- 
mand the  suppression  of  all  personal  sympa- 


thies. I have,  however,  the  consolation  to 
know,  that  if  injustice  has  been  done,  relief 
will  be  administered  in  another  place,  where 
the  skill  and  profound  researches  of  the 
Judge  cannot  fail  to  detect  and  correct  my 
errors. 

Alien  Enemies. 

We  have  been  favored  (says  the  Aurora) 
with  a copy  of  the  opinion  delivered  by  chief 
justice  Tilghman,  in  the  case  of  Charles 
Lockington — which  opinion  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
supreme  court,  delivered  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814. 

The  opinion  was  delivered  by  the  chief 
justice  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1813- 
in  the  words  following : 

Opinion. — From  the  return  to  this  writ 
of  habeas  corpus , and  the  evidence,  which 
has  been  produced,  it  appears,  that  Charles 
Lockington , who  is  a subject  of  the  British 
king,  came  into  the  United  States,  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  has  never  been 
naturalized.  His  business  was  connected 
with  commerce;  and  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1812,  he  reported  himself  to  John  Smith, 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania , as 
an  alien,  and  British  subject  On  the  19th 
of  March,  1813,  he  applied,  as  an  alien  ene- 
my, for  the  marshal’s  passport,  to  repair  to 
Lancaster,  which  was  granted  ; and,  at  his 
own  request,  afterwards  changed  to  Reading ; 

, in  pursuance  of  an  order  issued  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  state,  by  which  all 
1 alien  enemies  (with  certain  exceptions,  not 
' including  the  case  of  Mr.  Lockington ) were 
directed  to  retire,  to  a place  above  foity 
miles  from  tide  water,  to  be  designated  by 
; the  marshal.  On  the  9th  of  the  present 
1 month,  the  marshal  found  Mr.  Lockington  in 
' this  city,  in  violation  of  the  order  above 
• mentioned  ; upon  which  he  required  him  to 
retire  to  Reading.  This  being  refused  by 
> Mr.  Lockington , the  marshal  took  him  into 
his  custody,  and  placed  him,  for  safe  keep- 
ing, in  the  debtor’s  apartment,  of  the  pri- 
5 son  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia , 
until  he  could  be  conveyed,  or  would  con- 
sent to  retire,  to  Reading,  or  should  be  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law.  The  reasons 

- assigned  by  Lockington , for  coming  from 
l Reading  to  Philadelphia , was  the  want  of 
f money  to  subsist  in  Reading  ; and  he  offered 
? to  return  thither,  if  the  marshal  would  fur- 
s nish  him  with  money.  War  having  been  de- 
1 dared  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 

- on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1812,  proclamation 
; of  that  event  was  made  by  the  president  on 
I the  day  following.  On  the  7th  day  of  July, 

- in  the  same  year,  a notice  was  issued  from 

- the  department  of  state,  and  published  in 

- those  newspapers,  in  which  the  laws  of  the 


142  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  V. 


United  States  are  published,  by  which  all 
British  subjects  were  required  to  make  re 
port  of  themselves  to  the  marshals  of  the 
districts,  in  which  tjiey  resided ; and  at  the 
same  time  the  several  marshals  were  direct- 
ed to  cause  the  laws,  which  relate  to  alien 
enemies,  to  be  published,  in  order  that  such 
persons  might  be  informed  of  the  situation 
in  which  they  stood.  Those  laws  were,  ac- 
cordingly published.  On  the  23d  of  Februa- 
ry, 1813,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  de- 
partment of  state,  and  published  in  the  news- 
papers, by  which  “alien  enemies,  residing, 
or  being,  within  forty  miles  of  tide  water, 
were  required  forthwith  to  apply  to  the  mar- 
shals of  the  states,  or  territories,  in  which 
they  respectively  reside, for  passports,  tore- 
tire  to  such  places,  beyond  that  distance 
from  tide  water,  as  should  be  designated  by 
the  marshals”  subject  to  certain  exceptions, 
not  affecting  the  present  case.  At  the  same 
time  the  several  marshals  of  the  U.  States 
received  instructions  from  the  department  of 
state,  to  take  into  custody,  and  convey  to 
the  places  assigned  to  them,  ail  persons  to 
whom  the  said  requisi  tion  was  applicable,  and 
who  did  not  immediately  conform  to  it.  On 
the  5th  of  April,  1813,  the  several  marshals 
were  informed,  by  a note  from  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  that  the  president  had  appoint- 
ed John  Mason , esq.  commissary  general 
for  prisoners  of  war,  “including  the  super- 
intendance of  alien  enemies,”  and  that,  in 
future,  all  letters  and  documents  on  those 
subjects,  were  to  be  addressed  to  that  gen 
tleman  ; and  all  instructions  from  him  in  re- 
lation to  the  same,  were  to  be  obeyed;  un 
less  otherwise  directed  from  the  department 
of  state  On  the  31st  of  May,  1813,  a cir- 
cular letter,  signed  by  John  Mason , was  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  marshals  of  the  United 
States,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  — 
This  letter  was  dated  “office  of  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners,  Washington,  May  31, 
1813,”  and  is  expressed  in  the  following 
form  : “ The  president , being  desirous  of  de- 
lining  more  particularly,  the  treatment  of 
alien  enemies,  and  of  extending  as  much  in- 
dulgence to  them,  as  may  be  compatible, 
with  the  precautions  made  necessary,  by  the 
present  state  of  things,  directs , that,  in  re- 
gard to  such  as  may  be  within  your  district, 
you  will  be  governed  by  the  following  rules. 
You  will  cause  to  be  removed,  as  heretofore 
prescribed,  if  not  already  done,  under  the 
former  orders  from  the  department  of  state, 
all  who  are  not  females,  or  under  eighteen 
years  of  age,  who  are  not  laborers,  mechan- 
ics or  manufacturers,  arrived  in  the  coun- 
try previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
actually  employed  in  their  several  vocations: 
subject,  however,  to  the  following  modifica- 
tions.” Then  follow  the  modifications,  none 


of  which  apply  to  Mr.  Lockington.  These 
are  all  the  facts  of  any  importance  on  the 
present  question. 

It  has  been  contended,  that  the  orders  is- 
sued from  the  public  offices,  are  not  to  be 
considered,  as  the  acts  of  the  president ; and 
that,  if  they  are  his  acts,  they  are  not  au- 
thorised by  law.  Both  these  objections  shall 
be  considered ; but  I shall  first  advert  to  the 
point,  introduced  in  the  suggestion  filed  by 
the  marshal,  which  goes  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  a state  judge,  in  cases  like  the  present. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  state  judges  have  n# 
authority  to  issue  a writ  of  habeas  corpus , 
because  the  power  of  declaring  war.  being 
vested  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States , 
all  matters  appertaining  to  that  subject,  must 
be  under  their  control ; that  congress,  if  it 
had  pleased  them,  might  have  considered 
alien  enemies,  as  prisoners  of  war,  who  are 
not  entitled  to  the  bene  fit  of  a writ  of  habeas 
corpus — and,  finally,  that  as  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  have  given  to  the  state  judges, 
a certain  jurisdiction,  with  respect  to  alien 
enemies  (which  I shall  have  occasion  to  men- 
tion hereafter)  but  have  not  given  to  them 
authority,  to  interpose  by  a writ  of  habeas 
corpus , that  writ  ought  not  to  be  issued. — 
In  answer  to  these  suggestions,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  authority  of  the  state 
judges,  in  cases  of  habeas  corpus , emanates 
from  the  several  states,  and  not  from  the  U. 
States.  In  order  to  destroy  their  jurisdic- 
tion, therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  shew,  not 
that  the  United  States  have  given  them  ju- 
risdiction ; but  that  congress  possess,  and 
have  exercised  the  power  of  taking  away 
that  jurisdiction,  which  the  slates  have  vest- 
ed in  their  own  judges.  Our  act  of  assem- 
bly directs,  that,  in  all  cases,  “where  any 
person,  not  being  committed  or  detained,  for 
any  criminal,  or  supposed  criminal  matter, 
shall  be  confined  or  restrained  of  his  liberty, 
under  any  color  or  pretence  whatsoever,”  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  writ  of  habeas  corpus - 
Now,  it  is  no  answer  to  this  law^to  say,  that, 
being  made,  before  the  present  constitution 
cf  the  United  States,  was  established,  it  could 
not  be  intended  to  apply  to  cases  arising  un- 
der the  constitution.  The  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania still  remain  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth, as  well  as  of  the  United  States  ; and 
it  is  of  as  much  importance  to  them  to  be  re- 
lieved from  unlawful  imprisonment,  under 
color  of  authority  derived  from  the  United 
States,  as  from  any  other  imprisonment. — 
When  the  present  federal  constitution  was 
adopted,  the  people  were  not  easy  until  they 
had  obtained  an  amendment,  declaring  that 
the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  states  v/ere  reserved  to  the  states  respec- 
tively, or  to  the  people..  A writ  of  habeas 
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oornus  must,  therefore,  be  issued,  in  all  eases, 
where  the  right  to  issue  it,  has  not  been  given 
up  to  the  United  States.  Tffiat  this  right  has 
not  been  given  up,  was  my  opinion,  deliver- 
ed in  the  case  of  Olmstead , where  I assigned 
reasohs  which  I shall  not  now  repeat.  Rut 
that  is  not  all.  It  is  a principle,  well  estab- 
lished, that  even  in  cases  where  congress 
might  assume  an  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the 
authority  of  the  states  remains,  anil  such  a 
jurisdiction  is  assumed.  There  are  many 
instances,  in  which  the  powers  of  the  U.  S. 
are  suffered  to  lie  dormant ; such  as  the 
power  of  establishing  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies;  and,  while  the 
power  remains  dormant,  the  several  states 
regulate  the  subject.  In  subjects,  also,  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  congress,  when  they  do 
legislate,  the  authority  of  the  states  is  taken 
away,  only  so  far  as  the  law  of  the  United 
States  declares.  This  is  exemplified  in  the 
act  establishing  the  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  States,  where  it  will  be  found,  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  are  vested  with  an  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion; but  in  many  more  they  have  jurisdic- 
tion concurrent  with  the  courts  of  the  several 
states. — And,  although  it  is  true,  that,  by 
the  terms  of  the  act,  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  only  a concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion, yet,  I apprehend  the  construction  would 
be  the  same,  if  the  express  terms  had  been 
omitted.  By  the  fourteenth  section  of  the 
same  act,  power  is  given  to  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus , 
for  the  “ purpose  of  an  enquiry  into  the  cause 
of  commitment ; provided  that  they  shall, 
in  no  case,  extend  to  prisoners  in  gaol,  un- 
less where  they  are  in  custody,  under,  or  by 
color,  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
or  committed  for  trial,  before  some  court  of 
the  same,  or  are  necessary  to  be  brought 
into  court  to  testify.”  Now,  if  it  had  been 
intended  to  exclude  the  state  judges,  this  is 
the  place  in  which  we  might  expect  to  find 
evidence  of  such  intention  : for,  the  subject 
was  full  in  the  mind  of  the  legislature,  as 
appears  by  the  care  with  which  they  res- 
trained their  own  judges,  from  interfering 
with  commitments,  not  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
extends  to  all  cases  in  law  or  equity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  treaties  made  under  their 
authority.'  Supposing  that  congress  had  the 
right  to  assume  an  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in 
all  cases  founded  immediately  on  these  sub 
jects,  the  exercise  of  it,  would  be  intolera- 
bly grievous,  without  a great  increase  of 
courts  and  judges:  and,  even  then,  it  would 
often  happen,  that  the  state  courts  would 
have  to  decide  on  the  constitution,  laws,  and 


treaties  of  the  United  States,  on  questions 
arising,  collaterally,  in  causes  within  their 
jurisdiction.  Still  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  preserved,  by  retaining, 
as  they  have  retained,  an  appeal  to  their  own 
courts.  But  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  from  a decision  on  a habeas  corpus, 
no  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  lies  ; and,  thus, 
points  of  vital  importance  to  the  United 
States , may  be  determined  by  state  judges, 
without  an  opportunity  of  revision.  This 
may  certainly,  be  a serious  evil,  but  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  without  remedy.  For,  al- 
though by  the  general  principles  of  law,  an 
appeal  or  writ  of  error  might  not  lie  ; yet 
the  subject  being  within  the  power  of  con- 
gress, they  may  regulate  it  as  they  please. 
As  to  an  attempt  to  take  away  from  the  state 
courts  altogether  the  right  of  issuing  a writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  in  any  case  where  a man 
pretends  to  justify  an  imprisonment  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States ; whenever 
the  subject  shall  be  brought  before  congress, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  attended  with  very 
great  if  not  insuperable  difficulties. 

I have  said  thus  much  on  the  point  of  ju- 
risdiction (although  I consider  it  as  having 
been  long  settled  and  acted  upon  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  this  state)  because  some  per- 
sons of  high  standing  in  other  states,  for 
whose  opinions  I entertain  the  most  sincere 
respect,  have  expressed  doubts  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  a matter  deserving  the  greatest 
consideration,  in  which  the  people  of  the 
different  states  are  deeply  interested.  The 
inconvenience  of  clashing  opinions  between 
federal  and  state  judges,  may  sometimes  be 
felt;  but  when  I consider  the  situation  of  a 
Pennsylvanian,  imprisoned  unlawfully,  by 
color  of  a pretended  authority  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  or  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  with  only  one  federal 
judge  to  whom  he  can  apply,  and  that  judge 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  I feel  as  little 
inclination  as  I have  right,  to  surrender  the 
authority  of  the  commonwealth. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  this 
habeas  corpus,  applicable  equally  to  the 
judges  of  the  states,  and  of  the  United 
States : it  is,  that  Mr.  Lockington  is  in  the 
situation  of  a prisoner  of  war.  If  he  be  so, 
be  is  not.  entitled  to  a privilege,  which  never 
could  have  been  intended,  for  persons  of 
that  description.  A prisoner  of  war  is  sub- 
ject to  the  law  of  war;  he  is  brought  among 
us  by  force;  and  his  interests  were  never, 
in  any  manner,  blended  with  those  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  has  no  munici- 
pal rights  to  expect  from  us.  We  gave  him 
no  invitation,  and  promised  him  no  protec- 
tion. His  object  was  to  injure  us  ; and  we 
bring  him  hither  solely  for  safe  keeping. — 
Far  different  is  the  ca-se  of  a great  body  of 
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people,  who,  although  now  placed  in  the  si 
tuation  of  enemies,  by  events  over  which 
they  had  no  control,  yet,  in  their  hearts, 
may  bear  no  enmity  to  the  United  States: 
nay,  who  may  even  prefer  this  country  to 
their  native  soil.  Many  of  them  came  a 
mong  us,  with  a view  of  sharing  our  for 
tunes.  Our  lawTs  held  out  invitations  ; they 
were  suffered  to  acquire  property,  personal 
and  real ; we  permitted  them  to  swear,  that 
they  intended  to  renounce  their  native  sove- 
reign, and  become  fellow  citizens  with  us. 
Many,  it  is  true,  came  merely  on  business, 
without  such  intent,  and  may  be  really  ini- 
mical. But  even  they  had  that  implied  pro- 
mise, which  civilized  nations  have  long  been 
supposed  to  make,  that,  in  case  of  sudden 
war,  there  should  be  permission  to  depart 
in  a reasonable  time,  without  injury  to  per- 
son or  property.  I am  far  from  denying, 
however,  that  the  condition  of  these  people 
is  to  be  decided,  not  by  a reference  to  the 
usual  courtesy  of  nations,  but  by  our  own 
lawrs.  Congress  had  the  power  of  legislating 
on  the  subject;  they  have  exercised  that 
power ; and  their  acts  are  paramount  to  all 
foreign  customs  It  is  these  acts,  which  we 
are  now  to  consider,  and  it  willc  be  found, 
that  they  are  such,  as  the  most  civilized  na- 
tion need  not  blush  to  avow.  They  preserve 
a sacred  regard  for  treaties  ; and,  in  ca^es 
where  no  treaty  exists,  they  vest  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  full  powers, 
to  be  exercised  “ according  to  the  dictates  of 
humanity,  and  national  hospitality  not 
forgetting,  however,  a due  regard  to  the 
public  safety.  It  has  lately  been  decided, 
by  the  supreme  court  of  New ■ York , in  the 
case  of  Clark , vs.  Murray  (10  Johns  59,) 
that  British  aliens  residing  in  the  United 
States,  so  far  from  being  considered  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  may  sue,  and  be  sued,  as  in 
time  of  peace. 

The  act  respecting  alien  enemies,  was 
passed  on  the  sixth  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  eight.  In  consi 
dering  it,  I shall  not  pursue  the  wide  range, 
which  was  taken  in  the  argument  of  this 
case.  In  fixing  its  true  construction,  it  is  of 
no  importance,  under  what  administration 
it  was  enacted ; by  whom  it  was  brought 
forward ; or  by  whom  advocated,  or  oppo- 
sed, on  its  passage.  It  is  the  law  of  the 
land  ; and  being  so,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  individual  to  obey,  and  of  every  court 
to  enforce  obedience. 

It  begins  by  enacting,  that  when  war  is 
declared,  or  invasion  by  a foreign  nation  is 
perpetrated,  attempted,  or  threatened,  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
made  public  proclamation  of  the  event,  “all 
“ natives,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects,  of  the 
“ hostile  nation,  or  government,  being  males 
“ of  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  upwards, 


who  shall  be  within  the  United  States,  and 
“ not  actually  naturalized,  shall  be  liable  to 

be  apprehended,  restrained,  secured,  and  re- 
“ moved  as  alien  enemies.”  Here  is  a broad 
proposition,  standing  as  a foundation  for 
summary  pro  eedings,  against  persons  who 
are  declared  trie  in  the  situation  of  alien 
enemies.  I do  not  consider,  as  has  been 
contended  by  Mr.  Lockington’s  counsel, 
that  the  apprehending , restraining  and  se- 
curing, here  mentioned,  are  to  be  intend- 
ed solely  for  the  purpose  of  removal  out 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  a provision  for 
the  public  safety  ; which  may  require,  that 
the  alien  should  not  be  removed , but  kept  in 
the  country  under  proper  restraints  ; and  the 
nature  and  degree  of  these  restraints  in  cases 
where  there  has  been  no  misbehavior,  may  de- 
pend, in  some  measure,  on  the  treatment 
which  the  hostile  government  gives  to  citizens 
°f  the  United  States,  who  may  chance  to  be 
within  its  power.  The  act  then  proceeds  to 
declare  that  “the  president  of  the  United  States 
“ shall  be  authorised,  in  any  event  as  afore- 
“ said,  by  his  proclamation  thereof,  or  other 
“ public  act,  to  direct  the  conduct  to  be  ob- 
“ served  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to- 
“ wards  the  aliens,  who  shall  become  liable  as 
“ aforesaid  ; the  manner  and  degree  of  the 
“ restraint,  to  which  they  shall  be  subject ; 
“ and  in  what  cases  and  upon  what  security, 
“ their  residence  shall  be  permitted  ; and  to 
“ provide  for  the  removal  of  those,  who,  not 
“ being  permitted  to  reside  within  theU.  S, 
“ shall  refuse,  or  neglect, to  depart  therefrom; 
“ and  to  establish  any  other  regulations,  which 
“ shall  be  found  necessary  in  the  premises,  and 
“ for  public  safety.”  Then  follows  a proviso, 
for  securing  the  observance  of  treaties,  which 
is  not  material  in  this  case  ; because,  at  the 
time  of  the  declaration  of  war,  there  wras  no 
treaty,  regulating  the  subject,  in  existence, 
between  the  United  States  and  (jireat  Britain. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  act  it  is  en- 
acted ; 

“That  after  any  proclamation  shall  be  made 
““  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  se- 
“ veral  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  each 
u state,  having  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  of 
“ the  several  judges  and  justices  of  the  courts 
“ of  the  United  States,  and  they  shall  be,  and 
“ are  hereby  respectively,  authorised,  upon 
,£  complaint,  against  any  alien  enemy,  or  alien 
“ enemies,  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  resident 
“ and  at  large  within  such  jurisdiction  or  dis- 
“ trict,  to  the  danger  of  the  public  peace  or 
“ safety,  and  contrary  to  the  tenor  or  intent  of 
“ spell  proclamation,  or  other  regulations 
“ which  the  president  of  the  United  States 
“ shall  and  may  establish  in  the  premises,  to 
“ cause  such  alien  or  aliens  to  be  duly  appre- 
“ hended  and  convened  before  such  court, 
“ judge  or  justice;  and  after  a full  examina- 
“ tion  and  hearing  on  such  complaint,  and 
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« sufficient  cause  therefor  appearing,  shall  and 
44  mav  order  such  alien  or  aliens,  to  beremov 
4‘  ed  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
“ or  to  give  securities  of  their  good  behavior, 
“ or  to  be  otherwise  retained,  conformably  to 
fc  the  proclamation  or  regulations  which  shall 
44  and  may  be  established  as  aforesaid,  and 

mav  imprison,  or  otherwise  secure  such  a- 
“ lien  or  aliens,  until  the  order  which  shall 
“ and  may  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  per 
Cv  formed. 

It  cannot  he  doubted,  but  that  provision  in 
the 


is  subject  to  great  abuse  : but  that  was  a 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  those,  who 
made  the  law,  and  must  have  no  weight, 
with  the  judge,  who  expounds  it.  The  truth 
is,  that,  among  the  many  evils  of  war,  it  is 
not  the  least,  to  a people,  jealous  of  their 
freedom,  that,  from  necessity,  the  hands  of 
the  executive  power,  must  be  made  strong, 
or  the  safety  of  the  nation  will  be  endan- 
gered. 

But,  it  maj7  be  asked,  what  is  the  use  of 


the  provisions  in  the  second  section,  concern- 
first  section,  considered  without  refer-l ing  courts  and  judges,  if  the  regulation  of 
once  to  the  second,  authorises  the  president  to  the  president  may  be  executed,  without  re- 
establish a regulation,  that  all  alien  enemies  sorting  to  them  ? The  answer  is,  that  the 
i>f  a certain  description,  shall  retire  immedi-  use  is  great.  In  the  first  place,  where  the 
ately  to  a place  to  be  appointed  by  the  mar-  j marshal  is  ordered  to  make  the  removal,  be 
shai;  and  that  in  case  of  non-compliance,  the  is  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  judges,  and  there 
marshal  shall  remove  them.  But.  the  second! may  arise  cases,  in  which  he  will  find  itpru- 
section,  having  authorised  certain  courts  andjdent,  to  strengthen  himself  by  the  judicial 
judges,  upon  complaints  made  against  alien : authority.  But  besides,  many  regulation® 


enemies,  to  have  them  apprehended,  and 
brought  before  them  ; and,  after  bearing,  to 
make  such  order  as  may  he  necessary,  for 
carrying  the  regulations  of  the  president  into 
effect ; there  is  not  wanting  strong  color  for 
an  argument,  that  the  only  manner  of  execut- 
ing the  regulations,  is  by  complaintto  a courtor 
judge.  This  is  a point  well  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  I have  considered  it  attentive- 
ly; and  I shall  give  the  reasons,  which  have  in 
duced  me  to  conclude,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  second  section,  the  president  was  autho 
rised  to  make  an  order  for  the  removal  of 
the  alien  enemy  by  the  marshal,  in  the  first 


may  be  made,  which  contain  no  order  for 
the  marshal  to  act,  or  which  may  direct  him 
to  proceed  by  way  of  complaint  to  the  judges. 
If  the  regulation  in  question  had  simply  been, 
that  alien  enemies  should  retire  to  a place  to 
be  appointed  by  the  marshal,  any  citizen 
might  have  complained  of  an  alien  enemy, 
who  declined  to  comply  ; and  a judge  might 
have  made  and  enforced  an  order  for  his  re»* 
moval.  There  may  be  various  regulations 
for  the  general  conduct  of  alien  enemies, 
without  pointing  out  the  mode  of  carrying 
them  into  effect:  and  in  all  such  cases,  the 
courts  may  take  cognizance  of  them.  There 


instance.  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  that; may  be  regulations,  which  barely  order, 
the  main  object  of  the  law  is,  to  provide  for; that  certain  things  shall  be  done,  or  shall 
the  safety  of  the  country,  from  enemies  whomot  be  done,  without  defining  the  penalty  in 
are  suffered  to  remain  within  it.  In  order  case  of  disobedience.  In  such  cases,  the 


to  effect  this  safety,  it  might  be  necessary 
to  act  on  sudden  emergencies.  It  is  well 
knowm,  that  the  United  States  are  exposed 
to  great  danger,  in  a war  with  an  enemy 
who  commands  the  sea.  Bounded  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean  to  a great  extent,  with  nume- 
rous bays  and  navigable  rivers,  penetrating 
the  very  heart  of  the  country  ; there  is  no 
knowing  when,  or  where,  the  attack  may 
be  made.  Without  incurring  the  charge 
then,  of  undue  severity,  prudence  might  re 
quire,  that  alien  enemies  residing  in  large 
cities,  should  be  removed  with  more  secrecy 
and  more  expedition  than  the  formalities  of 
law  admit.  The  president  being  best  ac 
quainted  with  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
is  best  able’to  judge  of  the  emergency  which 
might  render  such  measures  necessary.  Ac- 
cordingly vre  find,  that  the  powers  vested  in 
him  are  expressed  in  the  most  c-omprehen 
si ve  terms.  He  is  to  make  anv  regulations 


judges  to  whom  complaint  is  made  are  vest- 
ed with  considerable  discretion.  They  may, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  Case,  either 
direct  the  alien  enemy  to  be  removed  out  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  give  security  for  his 
good  behaviour,  or  to  be  imprisoned,  until 
the  order  of  the  president  is  complied  with. 
It  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  point  out  all 
the  uses  of  this  provision,  respecting  the? 
powTer  of  courts  and  judges.  To  those,  who 
reflect  on  the  subject,  many  more,  than  I 
have  mentioned,  will  suggest  themselves.  It 
is  wrorthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  it  appears,  that  the  president 
may,  by  his  warrant,  directed  to  the  mar- 
shal, order  him  to  apprehend  any  alien  ene- 
my, and  remove  him  out  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  Now,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  a reason,  why  the  president  should 
be  authorised  to  remove  any  alien  enemy 
out -of  the  country , without  assigning  a cause. 


which  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  publiejand  yet  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to 
safety,  so  far  as  concerns  the  treatment  ofj  direct,  that  those  of  a certain  description, 
alien  enemies.  It  is  certain,  that  these  pow'!  should  repair  to  a certain  place  'Within  the 
ers  create  a most  extensive  influence,  which  United  States,  and  in  case  of  a refusal,  that 
£up.  Vo Xr.  V.  L 
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the  marshal  should  remove  them.  The  par- 
ticular reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Lockington , 
for  not  complying  with  the  order  of  the  pre- 
sident, I cannot  but  very  much  regret.  But, 
although  it  absolves  him  from  the  charge  of 
obstinate  and  perverse  disobedience,  yet,  it 
can  have  no  effect  on  my  judgment,  as  it  is 
a subject  on  which  I have  no  power  to  act. 
I am  n without  hopes,  however,  that  this 
public  discussion  may  bring  to  the  mind  both 
of  our  own  and  the  British  government,  a 
matter  which  seems  not  to  have  been- attend- 
ed to:  that  is  to  say;  that  persons,  detained 
in  a foreign  land,  cut  off  from  their  funds, 
and  without  the  opportunity  of  pursuing 
their  usual  occupations,  may  be  involved  in 
distress,  which  demands  relief. 

But,  supposing  the  president  had  power 
to  make  the  regulation  under  which  the 
marshal  has  acted,  it  is  denied  that  he  ever 
did  make  it.  The  act  of  congress  requires, 
that  the  president  should  establish  regula- 
tions, by  his  proclamation,  or  other  public 
act . He  has  made  no  proclamation  ; but 
has  he  not  made  a public  act  f The  first 
order  was  issued  from  the  department  of 
state,  although  it  does  not  appear  to  be  s gn- 
ed  by  the  secretary  of  state,  nor  is  the  name 
of  the  president  mentioned  in  it.  The  attor- 
ney for  the  United  States  says  that  the  or- 
ders of  the,  president  are  usually  communi- 
cated in  this  form.  If  the  matter  rested  on 
this  notification,  I should  be  somewhat  at  a 
loss  what  to  think  of  it.  The  president 
could  not  transfer  his  power  to  the  secretary 
of  state  ; and  as  there  is  no  mention  of  his 
name,  some  evidence  might  be  necessary  to 
show  that  it  wTas  really  his  order  issued  from 
the  department  of  state.  But  the  order  is- 
sued from  the  commissary  general  of  prison- 
ers, puts  the  matter  out  of  doubt ; for  the 
regulations  there  established,  which  refer  to, 
and  adopt  the  former  orders  from  the  depart 
ment  of  state,  are  expressly  declared  to  be 
the  act  of  the  president,  although  they  are 
not  signed  by  him,  but  by  the  commissary. 
This  is  sufficient  ^o  satisfy  me.  Being  pub 
iished  as  the  orders  of  the  president,  signed 
by  an  officer  of  high  trust,  and  never  disa- 
vowed, I consider  them  as  the  public  acts  of 
the  president. 

I must  add  a few  words  with  respect  to 
the  return  to  this  habeas  corpus.  The  writ 
is  directed  to  Joseph  Corman , keeper  of  the 
debtor's  apartment  of  the  prison  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  made  return 
that  he  detained  Mr.  Lockington  by  virtue 
of  a written  order  from  John  Smith , Esq. 
marshal  of  this  district,  by  which  he  was 
commanded  to  keep  the  said  Mr.  Locking 
ton,  who  had  violated  the  orders  of  the  pre 
sident,  &.e.  until  he  should  be  discharged  by 
hw.  Connected  with  this  return*  1 must 


take  the  suggestion  presented  by  the  mar- 
shal, and  verified  by  his  oath  ; by  which  it 
appears,  that  he  placed  Mr.  Lockington  in 
the  debtor’s  apartment,  until  he  could  be 
conveyed,  or  would  voluntarily  go,  to  Read - 
ing.  The  marshal’s  order  . to  the  keeper*  of 
the  prison  has,  at  first  view,  somewhat  the 
air  of  a judicial  act,  for  which  he,  certainly, 
can  have  no  authority.  But  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  United  States,  with  regard 
to  prisons,  will  serve  to  explain  the  matter. 
They  have  no  prisons  of  their  own.  and 
make  use  of  the  state  prisons,  by  permission 
of  the  several  states.  Although  the  marshal 
held  Mr.  Lockington  in  custody,  in  a minis- 
terial capacity,  it  might  be  necessary  for  him 
to  give  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  some  docu- 
ment to  authorise  his  detaining  him.  So 
that  I consider  Mr.  Lockington  as,  in  fact, 
in  custody  of  the  marshal.  Being  of  opinion 
that  the  marshal  had  a right  to  take  him  in- 
to custody,  and  place  him  in  the  debtor’s 
apartment,  for  safe  keeping,  until  he  could 
conveniently  be  removed  to  Reading , I must 
order,  that  Charles  Lockington , be  remand- 
ed to  the  custody  of  the  keeper  of  the  debtor’s 
apartment. 

The  prisoner  was,  accordingly,  remanded. 


Charge 

Delivered  to  the  grand  jury  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  sestsion  of  the  criminal 
court  of  Baltimore  County,  by  his  honor, 

| Judge  Martin,  (Nov.  1813.) 

An  infinitely  wise  and  good  God,  when 
he  first  created  man,  created  him  innocent, 
and  consequently  happy.  For  innoeence 
and  happiness  are  so  inseparably  connected, 
that  the  last  is  ever  attended  by  the  first, 
and  without  the  first  the  last  can  never  be 
attained. 

His  Creator  was  then  his  only  sovereign, 
and  his  only  law  giver,  whose  holy  laws 
were  engraven  on  his  heart,  and  to  all  which 
a prompt  obedience-  was  the  spontaneous  re- 
sult of  that  love  and  reverence  for  the  au- 
thor of  his  existence,  which,  while  innocent, 
was  part  of  his  nature.  And  thus  would 
man  have  ever  remained,  had  he  continued 
in  that  state  of  innocence,  in  which  he  was 
created-  Human  governments  in  that  case 
would  never  have  been  formed  ; nor  would 
civil  institutions  ever  have  existed  ; for  they 
would  not  have  been  wanted.  Our  Creator 
would  have'.continued  to  be  our  only  ruler 
and  governor  This  earth  would  have  been 
a blooming  Paradise ; and  we  ourselves  but 
little  lower  than  the  angels. 

But  man,  being  endowed  with  freedom  of 
will,  without  which  he  could  not  have  either, 
merit  or  demerit  in  his  actions,  nor  have 
been  more  accountable  for  them  than  is. 
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an  elegant  and  ingeniously  constructed  piece  Of  the  various  kinds  of  governments, 
of  mechanism  for  its  movements  : yielding  which  have  been  at  different  times  adopted 
to  those  temptations  by  which  he  was  proved,  by  different  nations,  this,  and  the  others  of 
rebelled  against  his  God,  and  lost  that ‘the  United  States,  have  chosen  those  of  the 
Divine  image  in  which  he  was  created — Iiisj  republican  form.  A form  of  government 
whole  nature  became  entirely  changed  and j most  excellently  adapted  for  a people  who 
debased;  hia  intellect  became  darkened  ; are  wise  and  enlightened,  virtuous  and  {rood, 
his  will  perverted,  and  all  his  inclinations 
and  passions  wholly  evil  and  corrupted  ; ana 


fc' 

such 


And  it  may  most  truly  be  said  for 
people  only.  For  when  their  rulers  and  ci- 
thus  he  became  the  slave  of  all  the  vile  lusts  of  j tizens  become  ignorant  and  foolish,  w icked 
the  flesh,  and  wicked  affections  of  the  mind,  j and  depraved,  such  governments  are  sure  to 
Thus  sin  and  misery  entered  into  this  world  J degenerate  into  tyranny  or  anarchy,  which 
and  as  the  human  race  multiplied,  the  earth  last  is  indeed  the  w’orst,  the  most  insupport- 
became  overspread  with  monsters  as  much  (able  kind  of  tyranny;  for  as  this  consists  in 
more  deformed  and  dangerous  than  the  most!  the  uncontrolled  despotism  of  one , so  that 

as  vitiated  intel  I consists  in  the  uncontrolled  despotism  of 
many. 

But,  however  beautiful  a republican  go- 
vernment may  appear  in  theory,  it  has  not- 
withstanding, two  capital  vices,  which  are 
discovered  in  practice,  and  which  are  inhe- 
rent in  its  nature  ; the  one  relating  to  its 
rulers,  the  ether  to  its  citizens.  The  evils 
arising  from  both  of  wrhich  proceed  pretty 
much  from  the  same  cause,  that  lust  of  pow- 
er  and  the  propensity  to  abuse  it,  when  ob- 
tained, which  is  inseparable  from  our  de- 
praved nature. 

The  restrictions  of  their  power,  and  the 


savage  beasts  of  the  forest 
lect  exceeds  the  instinct  of  nature;  who,  be 
ing  unrestrained,  except  by  the  imbecility 
of  their  understanding,  it  was  the  necessary 
result,  that  the  weak  should  become  a prey 
to  the  strong — the  indolent  and  the  timid, 
to  the  enterprising  and  bold— and  simplicity 
and  ignorance  to  insidious  cunning  and  craf- 
tiness ; and  the  whole  human  race  walking 
in  their  own  evil  ways,  and  doing  whatever 
seemed  good  in  their  own  eyes,  this  wouid 
soon  become  one  deplorable  theatre,  on 
which  was  displayed  nothing  but  misery  and 
crime.  Ana  in  the  horrid  atrocities  which, 
within  the  last  twenty, years,  have  been  ex- 
posed to  our  vie  a in  that  unhappy  nation, 
which  once  was  the  seat  of  all  that  was 
elegant,  polite  and  refined,  we  have  had  a 
most  distressing  proof  of  the  inconceivable 
guilt  into  which  mankind  are  capable  cf 
plunging  themselves  when  forsaken  by  God, 
and  delivered  up  to  their  own  evil  imagina- 
tions 

To  guard  against  such  enormities  ; to  pre 
serve  peace  and  order  in  society  ; to  secure 
the  rights  of  individuals  from  being  infring- 
ed; to  protect  them  in  the  safe  enjoyments 
of  property  and  reputation,  liberty  and  life, 
establishments  of  human  governments  be- 
came necessary ; which  having  once  been 
effected,  old  ones  have  been  done  away,  and 
new  ones  have  been  successively  established 
in  their  places,  from  a very  early  period  of 
the  world  to  the  present  time.  All  profes- 
sing to  have  those  great  ends  in  view — though 
most  of  them  seem  very  illy  suited  for  their 
attainment : and  as  many  of  them  have  had 
their  origin  in  force  or  in  fraud  it  is  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  happiness  of 
their  subjects  has  not  been  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  in  their  formation.  Even  those 
which  have  originated  in  compact,  the  most 
legitimate  of  modes,  have  from  the  weakness 
and  imperfection  of  human  nature,  too  often 
been  found,  in  the  sequel,  by  no  means  pro 
ductive  to  that  degree  which  was  hoped  for 
and  expected,  of  that  good  which  was  the 
object  of  their  founders,  . 


short  period  of  its  duration,  frequently  ex- 
cite* the  rulers  of  such  governments  from  a 
desire  to  increase  their  power,  insidiously  to 
attempt  the  most  dangerous  encroachments 
on  the  constitution,  by  which  they  are  re- 
stricted ; and  a too  eager  wish  to  perpetuate 
their  ppw.e^,  induces  them  too  often,  instead 
of  seeking  this  by  an  honorable  and  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duty,  and  trusting  to  the 
grateful  acknowledgements  of  the  people  for 
effecting  their  wish,  to  resort  to  the  most 
shameful  intrigue,  a^id  the  vilest  corruption  : 
and  after  having  wriggled  themselves  into 
office  by  the  unworthiest  means,  to  apply  to 
means,  if  possible,  still  more  unworthy,  to 
continue  themselves  therein.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  people,  from  the  abuse  of 
that  freedom,  or  in  other  words,  of  that  por- 
tion of  power  reserved  to  them  by  republi- 
can institutions,  too  frequently  endeavor  to 
overturn  and  destroy  the  constitutional  au- 
thority of  their  governments,  and  instead  of 
by  rational  and  honorable  investigation,  at- 
tempting to  convince  their  fellow  citizens  of 
the  illegality  or  impolicy  of  those  measures 
which  they  disapprove  ; in  order  to  obtain  a 
redress  of  their  grievances  and  a removal  of 
their  authors  in  a peaceable  and  constitution- 
al manner;  are  too  often  hurried  away  by 
some  vile  incendiary,  under  the  form  of  a 
popular  demagogue,  wdio  has  nothing  to  risk 
but  his  worthless  neck,  into  violence  and 
rebellion  in  opposition  to  provisions  frequent- 
ly the  most  salutary.  Instances  of  which. 


mg  carcase. 

But  from  hence  many  seem  to  think,  that 
virtue  and  republicanism  are  inseparably 
united,  that  every  citizen  of  such  a govern- 
ment must  of  course  be  virtuous : and  that  a 
jn&n  need  only  be  known  to  be  a republican 
to  be  considered_as  a paragon  of  every  vir- 
tue. Would  tp  God  this  was  truly  the  case! 
Courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  might  then 
be  done  away,  and  your  services  be  dispense1 
ed  with  ; or  if  wanted,  would  only  be  re- 
quired for  those  of  a different  political  cha- 
racter. 

Td  determine  the  justice  of  these  preten- 
sions we  need  only  to  enquire  what  is  virtue  P 
Or  in  what  does  it  consist  ? Virtue  as  dis- 
tinguished from  piety,  by  which  we  mean 
more  particularly  the  discharge  of  our  im- 
mediate duties  to  God,  consists  in  the  per- 
formance of  all  those  things  which  are  re- 
quired of  those,  according  to  our  respective 
situations  in  life,  for  the  comfort  and  happi 
ness  of  our  fellow  creatures.  But  true  vir- 
tue and  true  piety  are  so  intimately  connect- 
ed together,  that  the  one  cannot  subsist  with- 
out the  other:  for  no  action  can  be  truly 
virtuous  but  that,  the  motive  of  which  flows 
from  and  may  be  resolved  into  the  love  of 
God— which  is,  indeed,  the  fulfilment  of  all 
the  law  and  commandments.  The  man  who, 
performing  those  actions  which  are  exter- 
nally virtuous,  from  no  better  motive  than 
the  promotion  of  his  own  interest,  the  acqui 
gitiqn  qf  popularity,  the  gratification  of  his 
vanity,  or  as  a stepping  stone  to  his  ambi- 
tion, would  not  boggle  for  a moment  at 
the  guilt  arising  from  the  perpetration  of  ac- 
tions both  externally  and  internally  vicious, 
whenever  they  would  best  serve  his  selfish 
purposes.  There  can,  I repeat  it,  be  no 
Teal  virtue  but  that  which  flows  from  and 
may  be  resolved  into  that  pure  and  undefiled 
religion,  which  was,  sent  down  from  Heaven 
to  restore  to  man  f#iat  paradise,  out  from 
which  he  was  driven  by  sin.  It  follows  from 
thence  that  no  man  can  be  truly  virtuous 
but  him  who  is  truly  religious. 

These  are  truths,  which,  though  scoffed 

by  many  who  have  the  vanity  to  call 
themselves  the  wise  men  of  this  world  ; and 
though  a cold-blooded,  flint-hearted  soul- 
freezing  and  false  philosophy,  conceived 
and  brought  forth  in  hell,  and  nursed  by 
the  devil,  propagated  through  Europe,  the 
sources  of  all  her  wretchedness  and  misery, 


was  a manger. 

Need  we  now  recur  to  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  state,  have  that  share  of  virtue  necessa- 
ry to  animate  and  give  energy  to  a republi- 
can government;  or  whether  we  are  that 
virtuous  people  among  whom  republican  in- 
stitutions are  likely  to  remain  permanent 
and  preserve  their  original  purity  ? That 
man  must  indeed  have  been  an  anchorite, 
shut  up  in  a*  cell,  without  intercouse-  with 
the  world,  who  can  be  for  a moment  at  a 
loss  to  give  his  decision. 

At  the  time  when  the  American  revolu- 
tion first  had  its  commencement,  there  was 
not,  I am  convinced,  a people  in  the  universe 
more  deeply  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
morality,  virtue  and  religion,  than  were  the 
citizens  of  this  country ; and  to  this  we  were 
principally  indebted  for  its  completion,  un- 
stained by  any  remarkable  enormities ; hut 
perhaps  the  sun  in  its  annual  course,  does 
not  at  this  time  shine  upon  a people,  w7ho 
have  since  that  period  become  so  greatly 
deteriorated  in  virtue,  morality,  and  reli- 
gion. 

The  principles  began  early  to  depreciate 
with  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  money  ; 
happy  would  it  have  been  if  their  deprecia- 
tion had  ceased,  when  paper  money  ceased 
to  exist ! But  the  paths  of  vice  are  declive- 
ous  and  rapid  is  the  descent.  To  this  we 
add,  that  for  twenty  years  past,  Europe  has 
been  spewing  out  upon  this  devoted  country, 
an  almost  unremitting  torrent  of  her  filthiest 
feculeney,  by  which  not  only  that  mass  of 
corruption,  which  was  amongst  us  has  been 
individually  increased,  but  those  who  were 
tainted  before,  have  become  still  more  rot- 
ten, and  in  too  many  instances  many,  who 
were  until  then  sound,  have  received  the 
infection. 

To  the  extreme  profligacy  and  depravity 
of  manners  among  all  ranks  of  society ; to 
that  wickedness  and  vice,  which  raising  up 
its  head,  stalks  unblushingly  through  our 
land,  must  be  ascribed  all  those  evils,  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering,  including  the 
present  war  with  all  its  concomitant  calami- 
ties. Vainly  do  we  attribute  them  to  the 

violation  of  sailors'  rights,”  and  other  acts 
of  injustice  of  the  British  government,  on 
the  one  hand ; or  to  the  weakness,  the  folly 
or  wickedness  of  our  own  on  the  other,  as 
their  immediate  cause ; for  even  the  injus- 
tice and  injuries  suffered  from  other  nations, 


lug  too  extensively  mtrocmeed  into  these  jand  also  the  curse  of  having  weak,  foolish 
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we 


find  from  the  historic  page,  have  too  fre-  United  States,  hath  attempted  to  eradicate 


quently  occurred. 


these  truths  from  the  human  heart,  vet  this 


It  is  a trite  observation,  that  virtue  is  es*  court  will  ever  feel  it  their  pride  to  embrace 
gentially  requisite  in  a republican  govern-  them  with  unequivocal  approbation,  and  not 
ment.  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  true — .the  less,  because  they  are  truths,  which  have 
virtue  is  the  life,. the  soul  of  such  a govern-  been  taught  us  by  that  God,  whose  cradh 
ment ; without  which  it  is  a corrupt,  a stink- 
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or  wicked  rulers,  when  it  happens  to  be  the 
ease,  are  themselves  judgments  too  inflicted 
upon  a people  as  a punishment  for  their  sins. 

The  Supreme  Being,  in  his  wise  Provi- 
dence hath  made  it  his  constant  rule  to  pun 
ish  national  crimes  by  national  afflictions. 
The  political  existence  of  nations  is  confined 
to  this  world,  and  in  this  world  he  always 
chastises  them  for  their  national  guilt  ; and 
sometimes  utterly  destroys  them. 

War,  famine  and  pestilence,  are  the  three 
scourges  most  usually  adopted  by  him, 
wherewith  to  avenge  himself  on  nations  who 
have  trampled  his  mercies  under  their  feet, 
and  insulted  his  justice.  Of  these  war  is  the 
most  bitter  and  severe,  the  most  to  be  depre 
cated,  as  besides  its  own  appropriate  evils, 
it  is  frequently  productive  of  both  the  others, 
pestilence  and  famine : besides  which  nothing 
can  be  more  fertile  in  dissoluteness  and  cor- 
ruption of  the  morals  of  a people,  nothing 
so  productive  of  new  and  additional  scenes 
of  vice;  and  thus  war  constantly  furnishes 
additional  supplies  to  those  very  sources 
from  which  it  first  originated. 

And  as  war  is  one  of  the  greatest  calami- 
ties, by  which  an  avenging  God  can,  in  his 
wrath,  punish  mankind,  so  can  no  guilt  be 
.more  aggravated  or  inexpiable,  than  the 
guilt  of  the  man,  who  without  justifiable 
cause,  plunges  a nation  into  war.  Such  a 
man  is  accountable  to  his  God  for  the  dis- 
tress and  misery,  both  public  and  private, 
which  shall  flow  therefrom. — In  the  sight  of 
Heaven  he  will  be  viewed  as  the  wilful,  the 
deliberate,  murderer  of  every  individual, 
who  loses  his  life  in  its  prosecution.  And 
his  soul  is  stained  by  every  drop  of  blood, 
which  shall  be  spilled  thereby : stains,  which 
must  be  washed  out,  in  this  world,  by  tears 
of  the  deepest  and  most  bitter  contrition,  or 
will  be  punished,  in  another,  by  the  hottest 
fire  of  Divine  indignation. 

Does  any  one  doubt  that  war  is  sent  upon 
a nation  as  a punishment  for  its  sins,  and 
that  we  are  now  suffering  in  consequence  of 
our  iniquities  ? Let  him  hear  what  St.  James 
says  upon  that  subject: 

“ From  whence  came  wars  and  fightings 
among  you  P Come  they  not  hence,  even  of 
your  lusts,  that  war  in  your  members? 

“ Ye  lust  and  have  not ; ye  kill  and  desire 
to  have — and  cannot  obtain. 

“Ye  fight  and  war,  and  yet  ye  have  not 
because  ye  ask  not. 

“ Ye  ask,'  and  receive  not,  because  ye  ask 
amiss,  that  ye  may  consume  it  in  your  lusts.” 

And  though  his  answer  is  interrogative, 
in  form,  he  means  it  as  the  strongest  affir- 
mative, as  much  as  if  he  had  said,  “there 
surely  cannot  be  among  you,  to  whom  I ad- 
dress myself,  a man  of  common  sense  and 
'understanding,  who  can  possibly  doubt,  that 
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wars  and  lightings  proceed  from  the  cause 
to  which  1 iivive  assigned  them.” 

As  therefore  the  calamities  under  which 
we  are  now  suffering,  proceed  from,  and  are 
the  just  punishment  of  our  wickedness,  as  a, 
people,  so  nothing  can  be  more  available 
for  their  removal  or  alleviation,  than  a gene- 
ral and  universal  reformation  in  our  lives, 
by  turning  from  time  to  righteousness. 

And  as  a general  reformation  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  reformation  of  indivi- 
duals, it  becomes  the  duty  of  each  individual 
to  begin  with  himself,  and  by  his  example 
and  precepts  endeavor  to  extend  it  to  others. 

Whoever  would  wish  to  see  this  war,  with 
which  we  are  now  afflicted  by  an  avenging 
God,  terminate  in  an  honorable  peace:  or, 
if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  that  Heaven  may 
smile  upon  our  arms  in  its  further  prosecu- 
tion, let  them  clean  their  hands  from  all  ini- 
quity, and  purify  their  hearts  from  all  pollu- 
tion ; let  them  humble  themselves  before  the 
Lord;  let  them  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to 
do  well.  They  who  thus  act,  whatever  may 
be  the  boasting  of  others,  will  prove  them- 
selves the  purest  patriots  and  the  sincerest 
friends  to  their  country;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  who  continue  in  their  vicious  pur- 
suits; who  go  on  adding  sin  to  sin,  with 
greediness;  who  indulge  themselves  in  the 
gratification  of  all  their  unruly  passions, 
whatever  may  be  their  professions,  are  its 
greatest  enemies ; and,  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
they  ensure  the  disgrace  and  discomfiture  of 
our  armies,  while  they  sharpen  the  swords 
and  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  enemies. — 
x\nd  of  such  persons  it  may  indeed  be  with 
great  truth  said,  that  “they  are  guilty  of 
moral  treason.” 

I have,  gentlemen,  observed  to  3tou  that 
the  necessity  of  human  governments  origina- 
ted in  the  fallen  and  corrupt  state  to  which 
man  was  reduced  by  disobedience  to  his  Crea- 
tor, for  the  prevention  or  punishment  of 
crimes,  as  far  as  they  can  affect  the  interests 
of  civil  society.  But  governments  would  bo 
of  little  use,  unless  wise  and  salutary  laws 
were  enacted  by  them,  with  sufficient 
sanctions  for  that  purpose ; nor  would  such 
laws  be  of  much  service,  unless  strictly  en- 
forced, and  the  punishments  allotted  to  their 
several  breaches  of  those  laws  inflicted  with 
certainty  and  impartiality.  For  these  pur- 
poses courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  have 
been  established,  and,  according  to  the  wise 
provisions  of  this  state,  and  of  England, 
from  whence  we  have  adopted  them,  grand 
juries  are  the  means  through  which  those 
violations  are  inquired  into,  and  presented 
to  the  court.  You  see,  therefore,  gentle- 
men, how  important  a part  you  have  to  act 
in  the  promotion  of  that  reformation  so  de- 
voutly to  be  wished  for  by  every  friend  to 
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his  country,  as  far  as  can  be  effected  by  tiie . 
dread  of  human  punishment. 

It  is  your  special  province,  gentlemen,  to  i 
sear  ■..A.;  the  vioiations  of  every  law,  the] 
breach  of  which  is  punishable ; and  present 
them  to  the  court,  to  be  ultimately  decided 
by  a petit  jury.  1 say,  gentlemen,  of  every 
law  ; for  however  unwise  or  impolitic  any 
law  may  be,  and  however  desirable  may  be 
its  repeal,  yet,  if  not  repugnant  to  our  con- 
stitution or  to  the  laws  of  God,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  good  citizen  while  it  remains  in 
force  to  obey  it ; and  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  punish  its  infraction. 

A recurrence,  gentlemen  of  the  grand 
jury,  to  the  oath  you  have  taken,  a copy  of 
which  you  will  have  with  you,  will  suffici- 
ently point  out  to  you  the  great  outlines  of 
your  duty.  Y ou  are  diligently  to  enquire 
into  ail  offences  which  are  given  in  charge 
of  you— which  may  be  disclosed  to  you  by 
the  witnesses  who  will  be  sent  to  ydu;  or 
whieh  may  come  within  your  own  know- 
ledge ; for  if  any  members  of  the  grand  jury 
are  acquainted,  of  their  own  knowledge, 
with  any  offences  having  been  committed,  it 
Is  their  duty  to  inform  their  brethren,  and 
of  the  grand  jury  to  find  presentments  on 
such  information. 

In  agreeing  cn  your  presentments  it  is  not 
necessary  that  you  should  have  positive  tes- 
timony from  those  who  were  eye  witnesses. 
Crimes,  especially  those  of  a deeper  guilt, 
are  generally  attempted  to  be  committed  in 
secrecy.  Strong  circumstantial  evidence  is 
all  that  can  in  most  cases  be  had  ; it  is  all 
that  ought  to  be  expected,  and  frequently 
will  be  more  satisfactory,  even  than  direct 
testimony. 

You  are,  gentlemen,  to  receive  no  testi- 
mony on  the  part  of  the  person  against 
whom  the  inquiry  is  making,  nor  are  you 
to  receive  witnesses  at  his  instance  ; and 
therefore  ydu  ought  not  in  any  case  to  make 
a presentment,  unless  where,  upon  the  evi- 
dence before  you,  as  it  stands  uncontradict- 
ed,  you  couideonscientiously,  as  petit  jurors, 
say  that  the  person  was  guilty  of  the  crimes 
with  which  he  is  charged. 

You  are,  gentlemen,  in  making  your  en- 
quiries, to  be  actuated  only  by  an  honest  re- 
gard for  public  justice,  uninfluenced  by  mo- 
tives arising  from  envy,  hatred  or  malice, 
in  making  your  presentments;  and  in  the 
present  state  of  the  public  mind,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  caution  you  particularly  a- 
gainst  suffering  yourselves  to  be  in  the  least 
degree  operated  upon  by  party  distinctions 
or  considerations.  Let  your  sole  inquiry  be, 
■whether  the  party  is  guilty  or  innocent,  not 
whether  he  is  of  this  or  that  political  char- 
acter. You  are  equally  to  guard  against  the 
effect  of  hope  and  fear,  love  or  affection. 


I tnai  they  may  not  arrest  your  enquiries  and 
cause  ycu  to  let  crimes  pass  unrepresented. 
Should  the  person  accused  be  as  dear  to 
jyou  as  your  right  eye,  or  as  useful  as  your 
right  hand,  yet  if  your  consciences  are  sa- 
tisfied of  his  guilt,  you  are  compelled  by 
the  sacred  oath  you  have  taken  to  present 
him. 

You  will,  gentlemen,  easily  perceive  the 
necessity  of  preserving  in  perfect  secrecy 
what  passes  among  you.  since  the  disclosure 
might  frequently  be  the  means  of  criminals 
making  their  escape,  before  the  enquiry 
was  completed  ; and  might  also  sometime* 
expose  a grand  juror  or  a witness  to  the  vin- 
dictive passions  of  the  offenders  presented. 

The  clerk  will  lay  before  you  a list  of  the 
licenses  to  ordinary  keepers  and  retailers  of 
liquors  ; and  the  court  recommend  to  3Toiq 
gentlemen,  in  a particular  manner,  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  granted,  as  well  as  to  the 
persons  who  sell  without  having  such  li- 
censes. 

As  to  the  usual  classes  of  crimes  into 
which  you  are  to  enquire,  you  are  sufficient- 
ly acquainted  with  their  nature,  not  to  need 
any  particular  explanation  of  them  from  the 
court  • but  concerning  the  crime  of  high 
treason  it  may  be  proper  to  say  a few  words. 

By  our  constitution  this  crime  against  the 
state  or  the  United  States,  is  confined  solely 
to  “ levying  wrar  against  them,  or  adhering 
to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort.” This  crime  is,  in  all  governments, 
considered  as  comprising  in  it  the  deepest 
malignity  of  guilt,  as  being  contrary  to  that 
allegiance  which  every  citizen  owes  to  that 
government  of  which  he  is  a member,  and 
striking  at  the  very  existence  of  government, 
as  well  as  introductory  to  almost  every  other 
species  of  crimes.  And  I hold  it,  gentle- 
men, as  a sacred  and  incontrovertible  truth, 
a truth  of  which  I cannot  doubt , that  no  ci- 
tizen can  more  rightfully  divest  himself  of 
his  allegiance  to  his  government,  without 
its  consent,  than  his  government  can,  with- 
out his  consent,  deprive  him  of  its  protec- 
tion. This  truth  is  founded  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  civil  society,  and  essential  to  its  ex- 
istence. The  contrary  doctrine  is  the  spawn 
of  folly  and  knavery.  We  are  indeed  very 
gravely  told  by  certain  wiseacres  of  modern 
growth,  that  as  it  did  not  depend  upon  any 
man’s  choice  whether  he  should  be  born  in 
any  particular  government,  he  is  therefore 
under  no  obligation  to  continue  his  allegi- 
ance to  it  any  longer  than  he  pleases.  And 
these  same  wiseacres  as  gravely  tell  us  that 
children  are  under  no  obligation  to  love,  ho- 
nor and  obey  their  parents,  except  so  far  as 
seem  good  in  their  own  eyes,  because  their 
parents,  in  begetting  them,  were  actuated 
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bv  their  own  pleasure,  without  consulting 
them  whether  they  chose  to  be  begotten 
Nay,  there  are  among  them  such  impious 
fools,  who  proceeding  on  the  same  princi- 
ples, even  tell  us  that  man  is  under  no  obli- 
gation, nor  owes  any  duty -to  his  God,  be- 
cause his  existence  was  forced  upon  him. 
without  his  consent  being  first  obtained  or 
even  asked  for. 

I have  only  to  add  upon  this  subject,  no 
act  of  treason  can  be  justified,  except  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  committed  under  a well 
grounded  apprehension,  that 
would  be  the  consequence  of 


life,  that  of  all  government,  the  most  legiti- 
mate is  that  of  the  republican  form — and. 
that  virtue  is  essentially  requisite  to  its  pre- 
servation.” 

And  while  we  lament  that  man  is  too  much 
inclined  to  evil,  and  that  improvement  of 
morals  and  a stricter  observance  in  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue,  must  be  always  desirable, 
and  particularly  so  to  us,  from  the  genius 
of  our  government,  yet  we  are  confident, 
in  a strong  conviction,  that  there  is  no  ge-^ 
neral  deterioration  in  virtu.e,  morals  or  reli-- 
loss  of  lifelgion. 

refusal,  and;  The  virtuous  stand  our  country  has  taken 


that  all  acts  of  treason  must  be  proved  to! in  the  existing  contest,  when  power  would 
the  satisfaction  of  the  jury  by  two  witnesses! tyrannize  over  right— and  the  spirited  en- 
ai  least,  whereas  in  all  other  cases  the  tes-'thusiasm  of  a great  majority  of  the  people, 
timony  of  one  witness  is  sufficient.  jin  support  of  its  righteous  cause,  are  alone 

There  are,  gentlemen,  several  laws  of  sufficient  to  evince  a rational  purity  and  in- 


this  state,  which  the  court  are  directed  to 
give  in  charge  to  you,  a list  of  which  will 
be  furnished  you  by  the  clerk*  and  to  which 
you  will  pay  proper  attention. 

If  you  should  on  any  occasion  stand  in 
need  of  legal  advice,  you  will  of  course  ap 
ply  to  the  attorney  general. 

The  court,  gentlemen,  will  no  longer  de 
tain  you  from  entering  upon  your  enquiries 


tegrity,  which  ought  to  have  quieted  any 
apprehensions,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  re- 
public. 

But  although  the  jury  cannot  see  any  na- 
tional degeneracy,  the}^  are  sorry  to  observe, 
that  there  are  many  amongst  us,  who  are 
treacherous,  venal  and  abandoned,  on  whom 
it  is  to  be  feared,  laws  or  example  will  have 
little,  if  any  effect ; some,  who  are  wickedly 
endeavoring  to  paralize  the  national  arm, 
and  appal  the  national  heart ; and  who  make 
religion  the  engine  to  effect  these  worst  of 
purposes.  But  the  jury  must  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  it  is  not  without  mingled  emotions 
of  regret  and  indignation  that  they  have 
heard  their  present  public  enemy — the  ally 
of  savages,  the  instruments  of  despotism, 
and  the  tools  of  corruption — an  enemy  wh^ 
has  pillaged,  plundered,  and  violated,  the 
innocent  and  the  fair,  and  defaced,  insulted, 
and  defiled  the  house  of  Christian  worship, 
stiled  the  “ bulwark  of  the  religion  we  pro- 
fess.” Yet,  the  jury  entertain  the  lively 
confidence  that  our  Divine  religion,  thus  aba- 
sed by  the  hypocrite  and  the  masked  traitor, 
will  finally,  by  the  blessings  of  an  all  wisfe 
Providence,  be  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts^ 
and  spread  its  purifying  and  benign  influ- 
ence throughout  every  region  of  this  happy 
land. 

That  a powerful  and  ambitious  nation. 


Reply  of  the  Grand  Jury 

TO  THE  PRECEDING  CHARGE. 

The  grand  jury  having  duly  considered 
the  solemn  charge  delivered  to  them  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  this  court. 

(a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  them) 
beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  present  and  say, 
that  they  feel  impressed  with  a proper  defer 
ence  for  that  honorable  tribunal ; yet  they 
cannot,  in  duty  to  themselves  and  their  be- 
loved country — its  laws  and  political  institu 
tions,  permit  some  of  the  moral  and  political 
principles,  diffused  through  the  charge,  to 
pass  unnoticed,  lest  the  unreflecting  and  un 
informed,  might  indeed,  be  induced  to  be 
lieve  that  the  hearts  of  the  American  people, 
were  not  only  “ deteriorated,”  but  even  rot 
ten  to  their  cores. 

A lthough  some  of  the  reasoning  and  senti 
ments  perfectly  accord  with  that  of  the  jury, 
there  is  much  in  the  extensive  range  taken  aspiring  to  unlimited  sovereignty  and  con- 
by  the  court,  so  repugnant  to  their  opinion jtrol,  should  attack  and  commit  aggressions 
of  what  is  correct,  or  consistent  with  our! on  a virtuous  anti  religious  people,  it  must 
national  dignity,  or  with  the  true  principles  be  acknowledged,  to  the  disgrace  of  human 
of  our  excellent  form  of  government,  that  nature,  is  neither  novel  or  uncommon,  and 
the  jury  hate  thought  it  their  bounden  duty; the  history  of  few  nations  furnished  so  many 
to  point  out  some  of  what  they  conceive  thus  examples  of  such  wanton,  national  injustice. 


exceptionable  and  erroneous. 

We  are  well  aware  that  “ human  govern- 
ments were  formed,  and  courts  of  law  es 
tablished,  to  preserve  peace  and  order  in 
society,  and  to  protect  individuals  in  the  en- 
joyment of  property,  reputation,  liberty  and 


as  that  of  Great  Britain, 

The  jury  have  not  deemed  it  within  the 
bounds  of  their  duty,  or  the  limits  of  this 
presentment  of  their  sentiments  and  opinions 
of  the  charge,  to  turn  aside  to  enquire  who, 
or  what  was  meant  by  the  strong  terms  in 
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which  the  court  seemed  to  imprecate  the 
wrath  of  heaven,  upon  the  head  ef  that  indi 
vidual  who  should  plunge  a happy  people 
into  the  calamities  of  war,  merely  to  gratify 
his  own  ambition.  They  believe  that  none 
but  an  individual  possessing  despotic  control 
could  have  the  power  to  indict  so  heavy  a 
calamity.  So  far  as  the  expressions  of  the 
allusions  of  the  court  applied  to  absolute 
government,  they  meet  with  the  hearty  ap  , 
probation  of  the  jury  ; and  it  is  not  without 
a considerable  degree  of  confidence  and  satis- 
faction, they  express  their  belief,  that  not 
even  an  enemy  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States,  who  has  the  least  regard 
to  truth,  vtfould  or  could  apply  such  insinua- 
tions' to  him  ; a man  who  has  so  long  been 
the  choice  of  the  people,  and  so  recently  re- 
elected to  the  high  station  he  has  filled, 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  by  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  people  of  this  nation. 

The  intrusion  upon  territorial  jurisdiction, 
the  violation  of  personal  rights,  and  the  base 
infringement  of  the  freedom  of  navigation, 
the  jury  humbly  conceive  were  just  and  am- 
ple causes  of  war — and  thus  driven  into  the 
(Contest,  the  American  people,  the  world  and 
posterity,  must  acknowledge  we  have  justice 
on  our  side  ; and  justice,  observes  the  great 
American  sage,  **  established!  a nation.” 

The  jury  cannot  omit  glancing  at  what 
they  deem,  the  absurd  and  unconstitutional 
ground  on  which  the  court  have  predicated 
their  remarks  in  defence  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance. The  premises,  and  deductions  drawn 
therefrom,  are,  altogether  such  as  they  must 
totally  reject ; they  view  them  as  in  flagrant 
hostility  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
union,  and  with  every  genuine  American 
feeling  and  sentiment.  And  they  more  point- 
edly deplore  the  utterance  of  such  doctrine, 
on  this  subject,  at  a crisis  so  important  to 
their  country  ; when  instead  of  entering  in 
to  the  views  and  policy  of  the  enemy,  and, 
thereby,  making  an  inroad  upon  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation — they  hold  it  to  be  the 
sacred  duty  of  every  faithful  and  patriotic 
heart,  to  beat  in  unison  with  those  efforts 
American  valor  calls  forth  in  support  of  ju& 
tice  and  right,  against  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion. With  due  deference  to  the  honorable 
court,  they  would  further  add  that  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  novel  sentiment,  on  perpe 
tual  allegiance , could  only  be  productive  of 
an  effect  to  lessen  the  physical  force  of  the 
nation,  in  its  present  belligerent  attitude  ; 
and  as  they  would  not  aid  in  communicating 
a spasm  to  even  the  most  slight  nerve  of  the 
government — they,  therefore,  deeply  regret, 
that  the  honorable  court  should  have  so  di 
gressed  into  an  extra  judicial  track,  as  to 
touch  a subject  they  have  been  thus  impell 
ed  to  notice  with  some  degree  of  condemna 
tion. 


The  jury  cannot  accord  with  the  honora- 
ble court,  in  sinking  man  so  low  in  grad»; 
on  the  scale  of  creation,  as  is  contended  for 
in  the  charge  ; they  would  rather  exalt  than 
disgrace  human  nature — and,  as  freemen, 
they  are  unwilling  to  cast  an  unnecessary* 
and  undeserved  stigma  on  the  dignity  of 
man. 

The  jury  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  re- 
sort to  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  to 
prove  the  fallacy  of  the  doctrine  they  con- 
demn ; for  it  requires  but  a slight  beam  of 
sober  reason  to  play  upon  the  mind,  to  see 
the  subject  and  its  bearings  in  all  their  de- 
formity. If  the  charge  should  hereafter  be 
received  in  a British  court  of  justice,  as 
good  evidence  against  a naturalized  Ameri- 
can, and  should  produce  condemnation  and 
punishment — say  an  ignominious  death — the 
penalty  for  treason ; in  such  an  event,  the 
jury  would  observe,  that  the  feelings  of  its 
authors  would  require  a solace,  of  which 
they  hope  they  will  not  be  destitute  in  the 
hour  of  need. 

The  jury  would  close  this  subject  by  ad- 
verting to  that  portion  of  the  declaration  of 
independence,  which  excludes  to  man — “life, 
liberty , and  the  pursuit  of  happiness‘>,> — and 
they  would  make  a reference  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  authorises 
congress  to  “ establish  a uniform  rule  of 
naturalization .”  Such  rule  having  been  es- 
tablished, growing  out  of  the  constitution, 
the  jury  deem  it  the  duty  of  good  citizens 
to  respect  the  high  obligation  it  imposes  ; 
and  they  feel  a full  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  which  are  the 
several  pledges  of  guarantee,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  naturalized  citizens  from  every 
country. 

The  jury  feel  much  pleasure  in  finding 
they  are  supported  in  their  opinion  by  a 
member  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  “ Perhaps  (says  Judge  Iredell)  it  is 
not  necessary  that  it  (the  right  of  expatria- 
tion) should  be  expressly  decided  on  this  oc- 
casion ; but  I will  freely  express  my  senti- 
ments on  that  subject ; that  a man  ought  not. 
to  be  a slave ; that  he  should  not  be  confined 
against  his  will,  to  a particular  spot,  because 
he  happened  to  draw  his  first  breath  upon 
it ; that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  conti- 
nue in  a society  to  which  he  is  accidentally 
attached,  when  he  can  better  his  situation 
elsewhere  : much  less  when  he  must  starve 
in  one  country,  and  may  live  comfortably  in 
another ; are  positions  which  I hold  as  strong- 
ly as  any  man,  and  they  are  such  as  most 
nations  in  the  world  appear  clearly  to  recog- 
nize.” 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  not  herein 
particularly  expressed,  the  jury  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  present  and  say,  that  the 
charge  delivered  to  them*  at  the  opening  of 
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the  present  session  of  the  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  by  the  chief  judge  thereof,  contain 
sentiments  and  expressions,  of  which  they 
totally  disapprove. 

Richard  Stuart,  Foreman. 

Luke  Tiernan,  John  Bankson, 

James  Martin,  Thomas  C.  Jenkins, 

William  M’Quin,  William  Pechin, 

Mich.  Riddlemosher,  David  Fulton, 


David  Burke, 

A.  Welsh, 

.Samuel  R.  Smith, 
William  Hawkins, 
Peter  Forney, 
Harmanus  Alric-ks, 


John  Hayes, 
William  Woods, 
William  Raborg, 
William  J.  Alcock. 
Job  Smith, 

Samuel  Briscoe. 


Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury, 

ijy  the  venerable  Jeremiah  Townly  Chase, 
of  Maryland,  to  the  grand  jury  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  November  term,  1813. 

It  is  your  office,  gentlemen  of  the  grand 
jury,  to  enquire  into  all  crimes,  misdemea- 
nors and  offences  committed  within  the  bo- 
dy of  Montgomery  county. 

‘ In  prosecuting  your  enquiries,  your  duty 
will  prompt  you  to  be  circumspect  and  dili- 
gent ; and  for  the  better  ascertainment  of 
the  truth  of  any  accusation  brought  before 
you,  as  you  are  not  permitted  to  examine 
any  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  accused  ; 
you  will  examine  and  cross  examine  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  state  separately  and  out  of  the 
presence  of  each  other. 

In  making  your  presentments,  you  will 
be  impelled  by  the  purest  motives,  and  will 
not  suffer  your  judgment  to  be  perverted  by 
favor  or  affection,  or  biassed  by  prejudice, 
resentment  or  ill  will,  but  in  the  words  of 
your  oath,  you  will  present  “ the  truth,  the 
TVhole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  brought  before  you.” 
In  you,  the  innocent,  whose  reputation  has 
been  sullied,  and  his  character  drawn  into 
suspicion  by  the  envenomed  tongue  of  slan- 
der, will  find  a shield  to  protect  him  against 
the  shafts  of  malice,  and  to  the  evil  doers 
you  will  prove  a terror,  by  bringing  to  con^ 
dign  punishment  the  violators  of  the  law. 

The  blessings  to  be  enjoyed  by  living  in 
society  depend  on  supporting  the  government 
under  which  we  live,  respecting  and  aiding 
the  constituted  authorities,  placed  over  us 
with  our  own  consent,  in  the  manner  which 
our  constitutions  direct  and  prescribe,  on  a 
strict  observance  and  faithful  execution  of 
the  laws. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  support 
<ihe  constitution  and  the  laws,  and  to  main- 
tain the  freedom  of  opinion,  and  to  preserve 
the  liberty  of  the  press  inviolate.  The  free! 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  public  men  in 
power,  and  the  investigation  of  the  ibeasure?! 

?ce.  You  Y* 

v. 


m 

of  government,  are  rights  emanating  out  o£ 
our  excellent  constitutions;  rights  which 
are  not  diminished  or  impaired  by  a state 
of  war.  The  inquiry  into,  and  investigation 
of  the  conduct  and  measures  of  men  in  pow- 
er and  office,  ought  to  be  made  with  decen- 
cy and  respect,  “nothing  extenuating,  nor 
setting  down  aught  in  malice;”  and  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  correct  informa- 
tion, and  obtaining  redress  of  grievances,  in 
the  manner  the  constitution  and  laws  war- 
rant, for  changing  our  rulers  and  transfer- 
ing  the  powers  of  government  to  other  hands 
— persons  who  will  better  promote  the  gene- 
ral welfare,  and  better  provide  for  Ihe  com- 
mon defence.  On  the  preservation  of  those 
fundamental  principles,  entire  and  undimin- 
ished, rests  republican  governments  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people. 

Duty,  combined  with  interest,  ought  to 
impel  every  citizen  to  preserve  peace  and 
good  order,  and  to  give  his  aid  in  resisting 
and  suppressing  all  riotous  and  unlawful 
combinations  of  men  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  invading  the  property  and  infringing 
the  rights  of  others,  under  the  flimsy,  delu- 
sive, and  despotic  pretext  of  reforming 
abuses  and  aiding  government,  in  cases  to 
which  the  arm  of  the  law  will  not  extend* 
but  who  too  often  become  ministers  of  ven- 
geance, and  misguided  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  base  men,  who  sit  in  disguise,  and 
whose  concealed  and  diabolical  views  will 
not  bear  the  light. 

All  such  acts  are  unwarrantable  and  ty- 
rannical assumptions  of  power,  encroach- 
ments on  the  rights  of  others,  and  have  a 
manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  govern 
ment,  prostrate  law  and  justice,  and  render 
all  our  rights  insecure. 

The  freedom  of  the  press  has  been  justly 
considered  by  all  wise  and  discerning  men 
as  the  palladium  of  our  liberty  and  rights, 
and  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  bill  of  rights 
of  Maryland,  in  terms  the  boost  explicit, 
w|iich  declares  it  shall  be  preserved  invio- 
lably. 

The  liberty  of  the  press  is  subjeet  to  r.d 
restriction  but  what  the  law  imposes,  and 
whenever  it  is  abused  or  perverted  to  the 
base  purposes  of  traducing  and  defaming  the* 
characters  of  private  or  public  men  in  pow- 
er, or  office,  the  remedy  is  not  in  the  hand*, 
of  the  mob,  but  in  the  courts  of  justice,  to 
which  resort  may  be  made  to  obtain  redress 
commensurate  to  the  injury  sustained,  which 
is  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed  By  an  en  light* 
ened  jury  of  the  country. 

To  secure  and  render  permanent  the  rights 
and  blessings  we  enjoy  under  our  excellent 
government,  it  is  our  duty  to  cultivate  har- 
mony and  good  will,  promote  onion  among 
ourselves , and  studiouslv  avoid  every  thine1 
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which  has  a tendency  to  create  feuds  and  port  all  good  governments,  and  I think  1 


animosities,  and  embitter  the  minds  of  fellow 
citizens  against  each  other  by  the  delusions 
of  party  prejudices.  W hen  we  differ,  let  it 
be  like  men  and  brothers  who  have  the  same 
object  in  view,  the  general  happiness,  but 
pursue  different  methods  for  the  attainment 
of  it.  Let  the  only  contest  be,  who  shall  do 
most  in  support  of  the  general  and  state  go- 
vernments, and  who  shall  most  distinguish 
himself  for  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  in  rendering  those  services, 
which  tend  to  the  promotion  of  peace  and 
good  order  in  society,  and  are  most  condu- 
cive to  increase  the  stock  of  general  happi- 
ness. By  cultivating  this  disposition,  and 
performing  these  offices,  Americans  can  have 
nothing  to  fear,  they  will  draw  closer  the 
cords  of  amity  and  good  will,  silence  the 
voice  of  discord,  frustrate  the  schemes  of  the 
"intriguer,  arrest  the  sword  of  violence  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  and  perpetuate  the 
blessings  they  now  enjoy,  equal  rights,  equal 
liberty  and  equal  security  in  the  enjoyment 
of  property. 

I can  venture  to  assert,  without  subject 
ing  myself  to  the  imputation  of  arrogance 
and  presumption,  that  so  long  as  religion  and 
morality  prevail,  the  trial  by  jury  is  pre 


may  venture  to  predict,  without  any  claim 
to  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  no  republican 
government  can  exist  long,  if  those  inestima- 
ble props  are  suffered  to  decay  by  an  unpar- 
donable neglect  and  indifference  to  the  most 
important  duties  and  principles  they  incul- 
cate, are  subverted  by  violence,  drawn  into 
contempt  by  ridicule,  or  undermined  by  the 
arts  and  insidious  contrivances  of  designing 
men,  whose  views  are  incompatible  with 
good  order,  and  hostile  to  the  general  hap- 
piness. 

Government  and  laws  restrain  the  crimes 
and  outrages  WThich  'would  be  subversive  of 
societ3^ ; protect  the  lives  and  secure  the  li- 
berty and  property  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
Christian  religion,  which  we  profess,  (I  dis- 
claim all  invidious  distinctions  of  sects  and 
denominations,  and  consider  the  whole  body 
of  Christians  as  united  under  our  blessed  Re- 
deemer, seeking  the  path  which  leads  to 
everlasting  life,)  with  expanded  wings,  ho- 
vering over  this  favoured  land,  considering 
us  as  accountable  beings,  and  holding  up 
rewards  and  punishments,  to  prompt  and 
accelerate  us  to  an  observance  of  our  duty, 
and  to  restrain  us  from  the  perpetration  of 
those  crimes  which  infringe  good  order  and 
served  inviolate,  and  the  rights  of  represent  imbitter  our  lives,  in  a voice  the  most  do- 


tation supported,  the  freedom  of  the  press 
maintained,  a free  and  candid  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  public  men  and  measures  ad- 
vocated and  encouraged,  and  the  streams  of 
justice  are  permitted  to  diffuse  themselves 
pure  and  unpolluted  through  every  part  of 
the  state;  the  citizens  of  Maryland  will  en 
joy  the  great  and  inestimable  blessings  of 
liberty,  property,  and  the  rights  of  con- 
science. 

Animated  by  patriotic  zeal,  and  that  love 
of  liberty  and  independence  which  is  inter- 
■woven  with  the  ligaments  of  the  hearts  of 
Americans,  our  greatest  exertions  should  be 
made  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  blessings 
enjoyed  under  our  excellent  government. — 
Although  few  possess  talents  and  power  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  diffuse  the 
benefits  of  society,  yet  each  person  within 
the  sphere  of  his  influence,  however  limited 
and  within  the  walks  of  domestic  life,  may, 
by  his  exemplary  conduct,  in  cultivating  har- 
mony and  good  will,  and  discountenancing 
vice,  repress  the  evils  which  disturb  the  ge- 
neral tranquility,  contribute  much  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  and  good  order  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  produce  that  state  of  society  in 
which  each  citizen  encircled  by  his  relations 
and  friends,  fearing  no  evil,  may  repose 
himself  in  safety  under  his  own  vine,  and 
enjoy  his  property  unmolested  by  the  hand 
of  power  or  violence. 

Religion  and  morality  are  justly  consider- 
ed as  the  two  great  pillars  which  must  sup- 


quently  persuasive  and  endearing,  invites 
and  importunes  us  to  take  shelter  under  the 
benign  influence  of  her  mild  dominion  ; to 
live  in  peace  together ; to  be  good  citizens 
and  good  men,  and  with  the  soothing  conso- 
latory language  of  a tender  mother,  hushing 
her  darling  infant  to  repose,  speaks  comfort  to 
the  desponding  souls  of  the  wretched,  whose 
names  are  written  in  sour  misfortune’s  book, 
and  exhorts  them  to  persevere  in  well  doing, 
“ to  deal  justly,  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly 
before  their  God,”  and  their  reward  shall  be 
immortal  life  and  never  ceasing  bliss. 


Licensed  Vessels. 

From  the  Arcadian  Recorder , (a  Halifax 
paper ) of  Aug . 21,  1813. 

To  the  printer  of  the  Recorder. 

Sir — A letter  having  appeared  in  a late 
newspaper,  reflecting  upon  some  decisions 
which  have  lately  been  made  in  the  court  of 
vice  admiralty  respecting  licenses,  I have 
procured  and  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  pub- 
lish notes  of  the  two  leading  laws,  and  like* 
wise  a case  decided  by  sir  W.  Scott. 

It  there  appears,  that  there  can  be  nothing 
in  them  disrespectful  to  the  governor  of  this 
province,  as  they  have  been  decided  upon 
the  same  rule  of  law  which  was  applied  to 
his  majesty’s  own  licenses  granted  by  the 
secretary  of  state  in  England,  and  that  this 
rule  of  law  was  publicly  declared  by  a deci- 
sion of  the  high  court  of  admiralty  eleven 
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Robinson's  re-  have  been  on  board.  By  not  producing  it 
in  proper  time  to  the  captor,  they  have  pla- 
ced themselves  in  a suspicious  situation  as 
to  the  reality  of  its  having  been  on  board  at 
all,  and  it  should  be  necessary  to  establish 
that  fact  by  better  evidence  than  the  mere 
to  blame  their  own  imprudence,  and  cannot! affidavits  of  the  master, 
complain  of  any  violation  of  the  faith  of  the 


years  since,  and  printed  in 
port  soon  after,  and  was  therefore  weii 
known  both  at  home  and  abroad ; that  if 
parties,  whether  British  subjects  or  foreign- 
ers, have  ventured  their  property  in  open 
defiance  of  this  public  rule,  they  have  only 


nation,  which  was  certainly  never  pledged 
to  give  an  interpretation  to  the  licenses  con- 
trary to  its  declared  laws  ; that  though  some 
of  those  cases  were  fair,  and  the  parties  had 
acted  honestly,  yet  there  were  others  which 
were  involved  in  fraud  and  perjury,  and 
there  was  good  proof,  that  the  vessels  were 
not  destined  according  to  tlieir  licenses. 

I need  not  say  any  thing  respecting  the 
seizure  of  a vessel  off  the  light  house,  which 
is  described  as  so  unjustly  made,  because 
some  things  frequently  turn  out  very  differ- 
ent wheu  they  come  to  be  examined  into, 
from  what  they  are  represented  by  interest- 
ed parties.  If  it  should  prove  as  is  stated, 
the  owners  will  obtain  their  property,  and 
the  seizors  be  condemned  in  costs  and  da- 
mages. Till  the  facts  are  better  known,  or 
justice  has  been  refused,  it  is  unfair  to  apply 
such  language  to  that  capture.  The  great 
services  which  the  privateers  have  rendered 
this  province  in  protecting  trade  and  navi- 


2d.  The  vessel  was  taken  half  a mile  from 
the  American  coast,  and  the  master  admits 
that  he  was  steering  for  Eaatport  in  the 
states.  He  swears , however , that  he  meant 
onlytotoitch  there , and  that  his  real  destina 
tion  was  to  Halifax.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether,  adopting  the  principles  which  go. 
vern  blockades,  a vessel  can  be  permitted 
to  touch  at  a port  not  comprehended  within 
the  license,  being  such  a port  as  that  there 
may  be  any  suspicion  justly  entertained  that 
the  cargo  was  intended  to  be  ther  e landed, 
which  is  evidently  the  case  with  all  the  east- 
ern ports  of  the  United  State#.  This  suppo- 
sition is  continued  by  the  papers.  The 
clearances  and  other  ostensible  papers  pro- 
fess a voyage  to  EastpoH , which  is  usually 
admitted  to  be  a just  if  able  fraud.  But 
there  is  an  affidavit  of  the  master  to  the 
same  effect.  This  is,  however , said  to  be 
false , to  have  been  a mere  form  of  office , 
and,  that  he  has  now  contradicted  it  upon 
oath  in  his  claim  and  examination  to  which 


gation  are  so  well  known,  that  a person  oi\fai^1  ought  to  be  given.  It  is  not,  however, 
* - - * *■"  1 denied  that  lie  really  made  that  affidavit. 

Whatever  allowances  may  be  made  for  voy • 


candor  would  be  rather  unwilling  to  cast 
such  severe  reflections  upon  them  on  such 
uncertain  grounds. 


I am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 


CAUSIDICUS. 


Uth  July , 1813. 

Johanna  Newcombe  ; Judgment.— r-Dr. 
Croke. 

This  is  an  American  vessel  and  cargo,  un- 


ages  of  this  nature , whatever  necessity  there 
may  be  for  some  deception , I cannot  so  far 
(jjvest  myself  of  all  principles  of  morality , 
and  all  rules  of  evidence , as  to  think  any 
commercial  conveniences  or  official  forms  a 
sufficient  excuse  for  violating  the  most  so- 
lemn and  serious  of  all  obligations,  and  to 
admit  the  credibility  of  a witness  who  has 


der  a license  from  sir  John  Coape  Sher-  been  guilty  of  such  a crime  If  the  master 
broke,  under  the  prince’s  order  of  the  13th  I /ias  admitted  that  he  has  foresworn  himself 
of  October,  1812.  \ in  the  United  States  to  deceive  his  own  go - 

It  is  indefensible  on  every  point.  j vernment , what  reason  can  possibly  be  as- 

lst.  The  license  was  not  procured  till  af-j  signed  why  he  should  not  practise  the  same 
ter  the  capture,  and  was  not  brought  in  till  j art  to  impose  upon  a British  court  at  Hall- 


the  master  returned  from  the  United  States 
The  story  which  he  tells  is,  that  he  did  not 


fax?  The  latter  oath  is  full  as  likely  to  be 
false  as  the  former.  But  there  is  likewise 


mention  the  license  whilst  he  was  on  board  a charter  party  on  board  for  a voyage  to 
the  privateer,  for  fear  it  should  be  American,  j Eastport.  This  was  not  a necessary  docu- 
That  he  was  sent  back  to  his  own  vessel,  j ment ; they  were  not  obliged  to  produce 
and  there  put  into  a boat  and  landed  upon  j this  instrument  to  enable  the  vessel  to- clear 
the  American  shore,’ which  was  near.  That  lout  fromBoston.  It  must  have  been  entered 
whilst  passing  the  privateer  in  the  boat,  he  j into  for  the  security  of  the  parties  them 
held  up  the  license  in  his  hand,  which  was  j selves,  and  must  have  shewn  the  real  nature 
the  first  time  he  attempted  to  make  it  known  of  the  voyage.  It  is  inconceivable  that  par 


to  the  captain  of  the  privateer.  That  he 
came  to  this  province  from  the  U.  States , 
and  brought  in  the  license.  The  license  is 
granted  to  Moody  Co.  and  has  no  connexion 
whatever  with  this  vessel  or  cargo  in  par- 
ticular, and  therefore,  even  admitting  that 


ties  should  have  laid  themselves  under  the 
legal  obligations  of  this  instrument,  if  it 
was  entirely  false,  and  without  any  apparent 
purpose  of  advantage. 

If  these  difficulties  could  be  removed,  the 
effect  of  the  license  itself  remains  to  be  con- 


xt  was  a protection,  it  must  be  proved  tasidered.  It  is  a license  simply  to  Messrs. 
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Moody  fy  Co.  of  Halifax.  Though  they  are 
on  the  spot,  they  have  not  claimed  in  any 
capacity  whatever.  The  claimants  have  not 
stated  themselves  to  have  had  any  connexion 
or  privity  whatever,  with  that  house  of  trade, 
or  even  any  transfer  from  them. — Nor  in- 
deed does  their  name  occur  in  the  claim. — 
By  the  late  decision  in  this  court,  a license 
is  a mere  personal  privilege  which  cannot 
be  extended  beyond  the  parties  specified 
in  it. 

It  has  been  alleged  in  argument,  that  the 
claimants  might  be  able  to  clear  up  and 
prove  all  the  points,  that  might  show  a con- 
nexion between  messrs.  Moody  and  them- 
selves in  this  intended  importation,  and 
which  would  likewise  prove  the  reality  of 
the  destination  to  Halifax.  Further  proof 
can  never  be  allowed  where  there  is  no 
ground  laid  for  it  in  the  original  evidence. 
It  is  said  indeed  that  this  was  a transaction  of 
a covered  nature,  and  therefore  the  real  fact 
could  not  appear  in  the  original  evidence. 
This  is  certainly  true  as  far  as  documents  go, 
but  the  master  must  or  ought  to  have  been 
acquainted  with  the  truth  ; if  such  connec- 
tions had  subsisted,  he  must  have  been  in- 
formed of  it,  and  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
stating  all  such  facts  in  his  claim,  which  the 
court  might  have  allowed  the  parties  to  es 
tablish  by  evidence.  Here  no  circumstances 
of  the  kind  have  been  pleaded,  and  yet  the 
house  of  Moody  &-  Co.  was  here  to  have  in- 
tervened a claim,  and  brought  it  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  court. 

I reject  the  application  for  further  proof, 
and  condemn  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

\kth  July , 1813. 

Cuba,  Thomas;  Judgment. — Dr.  Croke. 

A claim  has  been  given  for  this  ship,  by  \ 
Samuel  L.  Bishop,  the  supercargo,  and  Enos  i 
Collins,  for  George  Thomas  of  New- York, 
and  for  100  barrels  of  flour  as  the  property  \ 
of  Freeman  Allen,  Moses  Ward,  and  Bishop  j 
himself,  all  of  New- York,  and  for  750  bar  ; 
rels  of  flour,  as  belonging  to  Enos  Collins,  i 
and  Joseph  Allison  of  Halifax.  . 1 

This  case  therefore  in  its  general  circum-  < 
stances  comes  within  the  principles  of  deci-  i 
sion  in  the  Johanna,  and  other  late  judg-  , 
ments  in  this  court.  It  remained  only  for  - 
the  claimants  to  show  if  they  could  discover  ( 
any  material  distinctionfbetween  them. 

The  license  is  granted  to  W.  K.  Reynolds  1 
and  co  of  Halifax.  The  claim  is  for  other  j 
persons,  who  are  not  alleged  to  have  any  ] 
privity,  or  connexion  with  them,  nor  does  ] 
the  name  of  Mr.  Reynolds  appear  in  the  i 
claim.  j 

Mr.  Collins  swears  that  Freeman  Allen  < 
of  New  York  had  funds  of  his  in  his  hands,  i 
from  various  mercantile  transactions  and  par  j 


e ticulary  the  proceeds  of  a vessel  called  the 
/ Amanda.  That  being  desirous  of  obtaining 
t a remittance  to  this  country,  the  present 
i cargo  ot flour  was  laden  in  consequence  of 
, an  agreement  between  Moses  Ward,  Bishop, 

- Collins,  and  Allison.  That  a license  had 

- been  procured  and  transmitted  from  hence, 
3 and  which  had  expired,  and  that  the  cargo 
t was  sent  under  the  present  license,  which 
1 was  procured  in  the  United  States. 

A difference  has  been  taken  between  this 
5 and  other  cases,  that  the  property  there  be- 

* longed  to  enemies;  in  this  a part  is  claimed 
as  belonging  to  persons  of  this  town,  and  it 

; was  therefore  argued  that  they  were  entitled 

* to  greater  favour  and  latitude.  I cannot 
1 admit  this  circumstance  to  have  any  weight 

* in  the  decision ; because  in  all  transactions 
} with  enemies,  they  are  entitled  to  full  as 
; much  good  faith  and  liberality,  as  are 
[ shown  towards  our  own  countrymen  ; and 
“ so  far  from  its  being  any  special  merit  in 

* British  subjects  to  carry  on  a trade  with  the 
» enemy,  which  is  said  to  counteract  all  the 
1 inconveniences  of  war,  and  to  continue  the 
' blessings  of  peace,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
‘ balance  inclines  rather  the  other  way.  If 
*■  an  enemy  trades  with  this  country,  it  is  at 
5 his  own  open  risk ; if  his  property  is  seized, 

not  being  protected,  it  is  confiscated,  no- 
1 thing  further.  A British  subject  trading 
! with  the  enemy  unauthorised  or  beyond  the 
' limits  of  his  privilege,  is  guilty  in  some 
‘ measure  of  a violation  of  his  allegiance ; it 
is  a high  misdemeanor,  in  eommunicating 
> with,  and  treating  those  as  friends,  whom 
the  sovereign  of  his  country  has  pronounced 
to  be  enemies,  and  it  is  decidedly  unlawful. 

I admit  that  there  is  no  appearance  of 
fraud  in  this  case,  and  I am  extremely  sorry 
that  a respectable  mercantile  house  in  this 
place,  without  any  bad  intentions,  should 
incur  a considerable  loss,  but  I fear  that  they 
must  be  involved  in  the  consequences  of  the 
acts  of  those  who  have  shipped  these  goods 
in  the  enemy’s  country,  even  without  their 
knowledge  or  approbation,  under  an  insuffi- 
cient license.  I cannot  however  agree  with 
the  counsel,  that  no  sort  of  blame,  or  at  least 
of  inadvertence,  is  to  be  attributed  to  them, 
and  that  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  li- 
cense like  the  present  was  a nice  point  of 
law,  with  which  mercantile  men  could  not 
be  supposed  to  be  acquainted.  For  this  was 
not  a sudden  unpremeditated  venture,  but  a 
regular  deliberate  transaction ; the  claimants 
had  funds  in  the  United  States  which  it  was 
their  object  to  bring  into  this  Country  in  car- 
goes of  flour.  There  were  two  grounds,  up- 
on either  of  which  they  ought  to  have  known 
the  insufficiency  of  this  license  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  point  is  that  of  plain  copimoa. 
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sense,  upon  which  all  law  is  founded,  and 
to  which  it  may  be  ultimately  referred.  No 
person,  I conceive,  of  sound  understanding, 
upon  reading  the  license,  could  suppose  that 
a privilege  granted  to  certain  persons  by 
name,  could  be  any  authority  to  any  other 
persons  not  mentioned,  or  that  an  in- 
strument which  has  upon  the  face  of  it  no- 
thing of  a transferable  form,  or  import, 
could  be  hawked  about  from  one  end  of  the 
states  to  another,  and,  without  the  ceremony 
of  an  endorsement,  could  serve  to  protect 
any  cargo,  the  property  of  any  human  cha- 
racter, in  any  port  to  which  it  might  find 
its  way.  But  in  the  next  place,  the  restric- 
tion of  licenses  to  the  persons  mentioned  is 
no  new  doctrine.  It  was  fully  established 
ten  years  since  in  the  case  quoted  at  the  bar, 
that  of  Jonge,  Johannes,  Rob.  263,  “ that 
government  was  to  judge  of  the  particular 
persons  to  whom  licenses  were  to  be  granted, 
and  that  when  a license  is  granted  to  one 
person,  it  could  not  be  extended  to  the  pro 
tection  of  all  the  persons , who  may  be  per 
mitted,  by  that  person  to  take  advantage  of 
it.”  This  case  has  been  long  published  and 
is  familiar  to  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
fession, who  could  have  advised  the  parties 
if  they  had  consulted  them.  If  they  had 
been  so  informed,  either  from  those  learned 
gentlemen  or  even  from  their  own  good 
sense,  they  might  have  procured  proper  li- 
censes in  their  own  names,  and  should  have 
cautioned  their  correspondents  in  the  United 
States,  not  to  risk  their  property  except  up- 
on such  licenses  as  were  unexceptionable. 
They  have  acted  therefore  imprudently,  and 
incautiously,  and  however  unwilling  I may 
be  to  pronounce  a judgment  which  may  occa- 
sion loss  to  gentlemen  of  good  character,  and 
who  have  incurred  no  imputation  of  impro- 
per practices,  after  weighing  deliberately 
all  that  has  been  urged  in  their  favour,  I 
think  myself  obliged  to  adhere  to  a rule  of 
law  which  was  established  in  the  high  court 
of  admiralty  ten  years  since,  and  upon 
grounds  which  appear  to  me  to  be  solid  and 
incontrovertible,  and  which  if  once  broken 
in  upon,  would  lead  to  abuses  more  exten- 
sive than  can  easily  be  conceived,  and  which 
it  is  be  feared  have  already  prevailed  to  the 
great  benefit  of  the  enemy,  and  of  course  to 
file  injury  of  this  country. 


The  J'onge,  Johannes, 

Decided  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
on  the  4 th  of  May , 1 802. 

This  was  a case  of  a cargo  of  flax,  taken 
on  a voyage  from  Rotterdam  to  Stockholm, 
and  consigned  to  sundry  merchants  there, 
by  bills-Aif  lading,  expressing  their  account 
and  risk.  The  claim  was  given  for  the  ya 


rious  British  proprietors  by  Mr.  Smith,  one 
of  the  partners  in  the  house  of  Bridge  and 
Smith,  stating  that  a licenpe  had  been  taken 
out  for  this  shipment  by  their  house,  in  con- 
sequence of  letters  from  their  correspondents- 
The  words  of  the  license  were,  “ permit 
“messrs.  Bridge  and  Smith,  or  their  agents, 
“or  the  bearer  of  their  bills  of  lading,  on 
“ board  three  neutral  ships,  to  import  with- 
“out  n*plestation  from  Rotterdam  to  the 
“ports  of  Leith,  See.  certain  articles  there 
“mentioned,  being  British  or  neutral  pro- 
“ perty 

Judgment Sir  W.  Scott. 

In  all  these  cases,  in  which  the  utmost 
innocence  of  intention  appears  on  the  part 
of  persons  claiming  under  such  licenses, 
the  court  is  certainly  very  desirous  to  ex- 
tend the  privilege  granted  for  their  protec- 
tion, as  far  as  it  can  without  sa  crificing  any 
principle  of  law ; but  if  either,  from  the  in. 
experience  of  the  parties,  in  making  the  ne- 
cessary application,  or  from  a«3r  inaccuracy 
in  the  office  where  the  license  is  granted, 
the  defects  are  such,  as  put  the  case  beyond 
all  principle,  the  court  may  lament  the  loss 
which  the  parties  will  sustain,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  may  not  feel  itself  authorized 
to  relieve  them.  The  great  principle  in 
these  cases  is,  that  subjects  are  not  to  trade 
with  the  enemy,  without  the  special  permis- 
sion of  the  government,  and  a material  oh^ 
ject  of  the  control  which  government  exer- 
cises over  such  trade,  is,  that  it  may  judge 
of  the  particular  persons  who  are  fit  to  be 
entrusted  with  an*  exemption  from  the  ordi- 
nary restrictions  of  a state  of  war. 

The  question  for  me  to  consider,  will  be, 
whether  under  these  observations,  the  claim- 
ants are  entitled  to  engage  in  this  trade, 
either  under  the  words  of  the  license,  or  un- 
der any  authority  fairly  derivable  from  it. 
Bridge  and  Smith  obtained  a license  to  im- 
port, as  for  themselves , their  agents , or 
holders  of  their  bills  of  lading.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended the  application  was  made  in  the 
names  of  any  other  persons,  who  were  to  be 
concerned  in  the  importation.  The  form  in 
which  the  license  is  expressed  !is,  “ that 
Bridge  and  Smith  were  to  be  importers,” 
so  far  as  to  be  able  to  transfer  their  interest 
to  others,  not  originally  concerned  in  the 
transaction.  Is  it  possible  to  say  that  these 
parties  come  under  either  of  the  descriptions 
of  persons  mentioned  in  the  license.  Bridge 
and  Smith  are  certainly  not  the  importers , 
because  the  real  and  effective  bills  of  lading 
consign  the  goods  to  other  persons  ; they  can  • 
not  claim  any  interest  before  the  court.  A re 
the  claimants  the  agents  of  Bridge  and 
Smith ? Certainly  not.  That  house  appears 
rather  to  act  as  the  agents  of  these  persons, 
and  to  have  no  original  interest;  in  the  ship- 
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ment.  Then  the  only  possible  character  in 
which  the  claimants  can  stand  before  the 
court,  is,  that  of  bearers  of  their  bills  of  la 
ding,  as  deriving  a title  from  bills  of  lading 
transferred  from  Bridge  and  Smith.  There 
was  a general  bill  of  lading  on  board,  con- 
signing the  property  to  Bridge  and  Smith, 
but  it  appears  clearly  that  this  was  meant  to 
operate  only  as  a formal  paper,  so  that  no 
right  whatever  was  to  be  conveyed,  there 
being  other  bills  of  lading  on  board,  by 
which  the  master  was  bound  to  deli  ver  the 
several  parcels  to  the  order  of  the  Dutch 
shippers. 

Then  how  can  I restore  these  goods  un- 
der either  of  those  titles  ? The  only  persons 
to  whom  I am  authorised  to  restore,  are 
Bridge  and  Smith , as  importers , or  their 
agents , or  persons  holding  their  bills  of  la- 
ding, and  claiming  under  bills  of  lading, 
which  Bridge  and  Smith,  after  having  con- 
ducted the  importation  from  the  enemy  on 
their  own  account,  had  transferred  to  them 
Seeing  that  there  is  no  apparent  violation  of 
good  faith  towards  the  public  in  the  parties 
interested  in  this  claim,  I am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  pronounce,  that  there  is  no  cha- 
racter in  which  they  can  receive  restitution. 

Then  is  this  case  entitled  to  the  same  in- 
dulgent consideration  as  the  court  applied  to 
one,  which  is  represented  as  a similar  case, 
the  Christiana  Sophia ? in  my  opinion 
they  are  not  similar  cases.  In  that  case 
Mr.  S.  made  oath  that  he  intended  to  include 
the  several  persons,  and  that  he  took  a li- 
cense for  himself  andco.  meaning  to  include 
them  under  the  denomination  of  co.  The 
court  under  these  circumstances,  did  accede 
to  the  favorable  suggestion,  that  the  Irish 
government  might  be  apprised  of  the  inten- 
tion of  including  all  the  persons— that  Mr. 
S.  might  have  stated  the  names,  and  then 
have  taken  a license  in  an  abbreviated  form. 
But  can  this  be  said  of  the  present  case  ? 
Bridge  and  Smith  take  a license  for  them- 
selves only,  and  I have  already  said,  they 
can  prove  no  agents,  since  they  appear  never 
to  have  had  any  interest.  If  this  accident 
has  happened  by  inadvertency  on  their  part 
or  from  want  of  a correct  form  in  the  office 
granting  the  license,  the  parties  may  take 
the  opinion  of  the  superior  court.  If  that 
qourt  should  feel  itself  at  liberty  to  give 
a more  favorable  construction  to  their  claims, 
I cannot  say  that  I should  be  sorry;  but  I 
do  not  feel  that  these  goods  can  be  restored 
by  me,  without  my  taking  upon  myself  to 
say,  what  I hardly  conceive  I am  upon  any 
principle  warranted  to  declare , that  when  a 
license  is  granted  to  one  person  it  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  protection  of  all  other  persons 
who  may  be  permitted  by  that  person  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 


Massachusetts  District , ss. 

Special  district  court,  septembeji,  181 J. 
IN  ADMIRALTY. 

Benjamin  Chapman , for  himself  officers, 
owners  and  crew  of  the  private  armed 
Schooner  Fame, 

vs. 

Brig  Joseph,  Charles  L.  Sargent , master 
William  Dali  and  Isaac  Vase,  claimants. 
This  is  a vessel  of  the  United  States,  own- 
ed by  the  claimants,  captured  on  the  l(3th 
July  last,  by  the  privateer  Fame,  near  Half 
Way  Rock  in  Boston  bay,  on  her  return 
from  England  for  Boston. 

The  ship  sailed  from  Boston  for  Hull  in 
England  on  the  6th  April,  1813.  Having- 
arrived  at  Hull  and  discharged  her  cargo, 
she  sailed  from  thence  early  in  June,  1812, 
for  St.  Petersburgh,  with  merchandize  be- 
longing to  the  owners,  which  had  been  de- 
posited in  England  in  a preceding  voyage, 
and  for  the  exportation  of  which  bond  had 
been  given  on  their  behalf. 

The  voyage  to  Russia  was  under  a British 
license,  exhibited  in  the  ease,  dated  June  8, 
1812,  to  continue  in  force  till  1st  November 
following.  The  ship  having  arrived  in  Rus- 
sia, there  discharged  her  lading  ; and  in  Oc- 
tober, 1812,  took  on  board  a cargo  of  hemp 
and  iron  for  London,  on  freight,  on  account 
of  a German  house  of  traders  established  at. 
St.  Petersburg.  At  this  time  the  existence 
of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  was  known  at  St.  Petersburg. 
The  ship  was  compelled  to  winter  in  a port 
in  Sweden,  and  arrived  in  England  in  April 
last,  where  the  cargo  taken  in  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, vras  discharged  About  the  28th  of 
May  last,  she  sailed  from  London  for  Bos- 
ton, in  ballast,  .by  permission  of  the  British 
government,  and  with  the  license  above 
mentioned  on  board.  It  is  stated  intheaiiv 
davits,  that  the  ho.n.  Mr.  Adams,  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  at 
St.  Petersburg,  was  advised  with  as  to  the 
legality  of  proceeding  from  Russia  to  Eng- 
land under  the  license  above  mentioned,  not- 
withstanding the  war  ; that  he  observed  he 
“ knew  no  law  against  it”  and  forwarded 
by  the  ship  despatches  to  our  government ; 
that  there  was  about  that  time  a report  at 
Petersburg,  that  an  armistice  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  or- 
ders in  council  ; that  the  master  was  obliged 
to  take  in  the  freight  at  St.  Petersburg  to 
pay  the  necessary  expenses  on  the  ship  which 
had  accrued;  that  the  return  by  the  wTay  of 
England  was  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
saving  the  ship  to  the  owners,  and  that  she 
would  have  returned  to  this  country  th$  last 
year,  had  it  not  been  too  late,  on  arrival  in 
Sweden,  tp  proceed  to  England  that  season. 

With  a disposition  to  extend  every  admis- 
sible indulgence  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
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turn  of  ships  belonging  to  our  citizens 
Which  were  abroad  on  the  breaking  out  oi 
the  war,  1 do  not  consider  rnvself  at  libevt^ 
to  pronounce  an  acquittal  of  this  vessel ; bm 
on  the  authority  of  decisions  found  in  out 
books,  as  well  as  recently  rendered  in  our 
own  country,  am  under  the  necessity  of  re 
jecting  the  claim,  and  considering  the  ship 
liable  to  condemnation,  on  the  ground  of 
trade  with  the  enemy,  from  the  cargo  car- 
ried from  Russia  to  England. 

The  precise  nature  and  extent  of  Mr.  A 
dams’s  advice  has  not  been  satisfactorily  evi-|i 


4>is  altogether  a creature  of  the  crown.  No 
man  hi  s,  or  can  have,  any  interest  but  what 
he  tak.  s as  a gift  of  the  crown.  Beyond  the 
extent  of  that  gift  he  has  nothing — Bello 
parta  cedunt  rcipublicce.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  this  wise  attribute  of  sovereign- 
ty is  conferred  without  Teason  ; it  is  given 
for  the  ] urpose  assigned,  that  the  power  to 
whom  it  belongs  to  decide  6*n  peace  or  war, 
may  use  it  in  the  most  beneficial  manner 
for  the  purposes  of  both.  A general  pre- 
sumption arising  from  these  considerations 
that  government  does  not  mean  to  divest 


denced.  There  is  nothing  in  writing  from  | itself  of  this  universal  attribute  of  sovereign- 
that.  gentleman  on  the  subject;  and  it  is  ob-’ty,  conferred  for  such  purposes,  unless  it  is 
servable  that  the  language  which  he  is  sta  so  clearly  and  unequivocally  expressed.  In 
ted  to  have  expressed  on  the  occasion,  does  conjunction  with  this  universal  presumption, 
not  imply  any  opinion  of  the  legality  or  pro  must  be  taken  also  the  wise  policy  of  our 
priety  of  sailing  to  England  with  a cargo  I own  peculiar  law,  which  interprets  the 
The  situation  of  American  shfps  in  Russia.! grants  of  the  crown,  in  this  respect  by  othefc 


with  little  prospect  of  escape,  if  they  should 
attempt  to  return  home  in  the  ordinary- 
mode,  would  no  doubt  excite  the  sympathy 
and  solicitous  attention  of  that  gentleman  ; 
and  if  this  ship  had  returned,  even  by  the 
way  of  England,  in  ballast,  though  in  legai 
strictness  it  might  not  have  been  justifiable, 
the  transaction  would  have  been 
less  exceptionable 


rules,  than  those  which  are  applied  in  the 
construction  of  the  grants  of  individuals. — 
Against  an  individual  it  is  presumed,  that 
he  meant  to  convey  a benefit  with  the  ut' 
most  liberality  that  his  w ords  wfill  bear.  It 
rs  indifferent  to  the  public  in  which  person 
an  interest  remains,  whether  in  the  grantor 
obviouslyi  or  the  taker.  With  regard  to  the  grant  of 
the  sovereign  it  is  far  otherwise.  It  is  not 


From  my  view  of  the  law  in  this  case,  1 j held  by  the  sovereign  himself  as  private  pro- 
am  obliged  to  pronounce  the  condemnation | perty  : and  no  alienation  shall  be  presumed, 
of  this  ship ; but  I entertain  great  doubts  j except  that  W’hieh  is  clearly  and  unequivo- 
whether  lam  required  to  condemn  to  the 


cally  expressed.”  5 Bob.  163,  Jmer.  Ed. 
What  in  this  authority  is  said  of  the  crown 
is  applicable  to  the  sovereignty  of  any  other 
form  of  government,  and,  of  course,  to  our 
political  system. 

It  is  a question  of  magnitude  how  far  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  by  which  the 
exertion  of  individuals  is  adopted  as  auxiliary 
to  the  public  force  against  the  enemy,  shall 
give  to  vessels  bearing  such  commissions, 
the  right  of  interrupting  our  own  vessels, 
especially  those  unequivocally  bound  to  our 
own  ports.  I do  not  find  a satisfactory  de- 
termination from  bocks,  on  the  subject,  es- 
tablishing any  precise  limitation.  The  rea- 
son may  be  that  cases  of  the  character  re- 
cently presented  to  this  court  have  seldom 
occurred.  I refer  to  vessels.  of  the  United 
States  bound  into  our  harbors  and  captured 
at  the  very  entrance  of  those  harbors  by  pri- 
If  there  were  a clear  explicit  rule  of  law|  vateers  stationed  there  for  that  purpose,  and 
on  this  subject  I should  be  bound  to  declare!  in  some  instances  as  would  appear  from  their 
it,  though  I might  regret  the  severity  of  its  size  and  equipment,  for  that  purpose  only, 
operation  and  such  certainly  wrould  he  my  ! A state  of  things  so  unusual  and  so  irritating 
course.  But  in  considering  the  nature  and!  and  tending  to  so  much  disorder,  inconveni- 
extent  of.  the  power  given  to  cruizers,  it  j ence  and  just  disquietude,  demands  asericus 
may,  I think,  be  justly  questioned  whether  attention  to  the  question  that  has  been  sug- 
as  regards  the  vessels  of  our  own  citizens;  gested.  v> Tr ' ^ « c t, ^ r, tt 


captors.  The  situation  of  citizens  owning 
ships  or  goods  abroad  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  their  exertions  to  bring 
them  home  in  safety,  are  entitled  to  a be 
nignant  consideration,  especially  where  it 
may  be  apparent,  that  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding adopted  was  fairly  and  exclusively 
directed  to  that  object.  Circumstances  of 
this  description  have  been  thus  viewed  by 
the  government  in  numerous  cases,  and  of 
great  magnitude,  which  are  sufficiently  no 
torious.  And  there  appears  reason  to  doubt, 
whether,  in  just  construction  of  the  delega 
ted  authority  to  private  armed  cruizers,  it 
could  be  intended  inevitably  to  deprive  the 
citizen  of  an  appeal  to  the  equitable  inter 
position  of  the  government  to  relax  the  ri- 
gorous enforcement  of  the  law,  under  the 
exigence  of  peculiar  circumstances. 


there  is  not  an  implied  reserve  of  the  rights 
of  the  government  relative  to  cases  of  this 
description.  “ Prize,”  says  sir  W.  Sct'U 


Bynkershock,  in  defenclirg  the 
mode  of  w arfare  by  privateers  against  some 
illiberal  animadversions,  obseiv(S,  thatwhat 
they  do  is  done  under  the  sanction  of  public 
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authority.  “ In  this  country,  says  he,  (Hol- 
land) the}r  are  not  allowed  to  sail  without  a 
comrqission,  &c.  nor  without  first  having 
made  oath  and  given  satisfactory  security 
that  they  will  not  do  any  injury  to  neutrals ?' 
It  was  the  vexation  to  neutrals , by  arrest, 
and  detention  without  cause*  which  was  the 
subject  of  complaint  and  regulation.  It  does 
not  appear  that  similar  precautions  were  es- 
tablished in  reference  to  their  interruptions 
of  their  own  national  commerce,  from  which 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  no  such  practice 
then  prevailed  or  was  anticipated. 

In  the  ordinance  of  Louis  XIV,  there  is 
an  express  prohibition  to  vessels  of  war 
against  detaining  the  vessels  of  subjects, 
friends  cr  allies,  which  shall  have  submitted 
to  examination,  and  exhibited  their  regular 
documents,  and  against  taking  or  suffering 
any  thing  to  be  taken  from  them,  on  pain 
of  death.  By  our  prize  acts,  these  vessels 
are  subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. In  the  instructions  accompanying  the 
commissions  to  our  armed  vessels,  very  em- 
phatic precautions  are  given  relative  to  pro- 
ceedings towards  neutral  vessels ; nothing 
is  said  respecting  our  own  vessels.  If  it  could 
have  been  in  contemplation  that  the  frequent 
seizure  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  practised,  and  especially  that  such 
enterprizes  would  be  the  principal  if  not  the 
sole  object  of  any  of  those  expeditions,  some 
particular  instructions  would  doubtless  have 
been  given  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  and 
abuses  that  might  otherwise  ensue.  There 
are  cases  undoubtedly,  in  which  our  own 
vessels  must  be  considered  as  liable  to  cap- 
ture and  to  be  condemned  to  the  captors  as 
the  property  of  enemies,  under  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  prize  act,  the  commission 
and  instructions.  But- the  question  is,  whe- 
ther the  situation  and  circumstances  of  this 
vessel  present  a case  in  just  interpretation 
within  the  grant  of  the  government  to  the 
captors.  The  general  foundation  of  this 
grant  is  that  of  service  rendered  to  the  state, 
the  exposure  of  property  and  life  hazarded 
in  the  contemplated  enterprizes,  and  the 
capture  and  bringing  into  port  of  the  pro- 
perty of  enemies.  The  true  character  of  the 
grant  may  be  tested  by  the  acknowledged 
exceptions,  such  as  ships  and  goods,  belong- 
ing to  enemies,  coming  into  port  by  stress 
of  weather,  accident,  mistake  of  port,  or 
by  ignorance  not  knowing  of  the  war,  or 
voluntarily  coming  in  upon  any  revolt.  In 
these  cases  the  property  in  England  is  either 
a droight  of  admiralty,  or  belongs  to  the 
king,  jure  coronas . The  interposition  and 
seizure  by  a cruizer,  would  confer  no  right 
of  participation  in  the  proceeds,  and  upon 
this  obvious  ground,  that  such  interposition 
would  he  unnecessary — The  property  being, 
in  the  cases  stated,  already  sufficiently  se- 
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cure.  By  analogy  with  those  cases,  ani 
regarding  the  principle  on  which  they  pro- 
ceed, I should  doubt,  considering  the  char- 
acter, situation,  conduct,  and  destination  of 
this  vessel,  whether  the  captors  can  main- 
tain a claim  to  condemnation  to  their  use. 

There  is  a material  difference  between 
vessels  thus  situated  and  destined,  and  neu- 
tral vessels  found  culpable ; the  latter  can 
only  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the 
laws  of  nations  ; — but  in  regard  to  our  own 
vessels,  they  are  subject  to  our  municipal 
law,  and  in  the  case  supposed,  bound  direct- 
ly into  port,  there  can  be  no  necessity  of  in- 
tervention by  our  cruizers*  to  exclude  the 
government,  if  there  be  an  unjustifiable  in- 
fraction of  law,  or  to  defeat  the  extension 
of  mercy,  if  there  be  mitigating  circum- 
stances, On  this  ground,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed,  were  issued  the  additional  instruc- 
tions of  August  28,  1812,  prohibiting  the 
interruption  of  any  vessels  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  coming  from 
British  ports,  laden  with  British  merchan- 
dize, in  consequence  of  the  alleged  repeal 
of  the  British  orders  in  council,  and  direct-, 
ing  to  give  them  aid  and  assistance.  Those 
instructions  have  been  relied  on  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  claimants,  and  by  the  district  at- 
torney, in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  govern-* 
ment  against  the  exclusive  claim  of  the  cap- 
tors.  This  vessel  was  coming  from  a British 
port  to  the  United  States,  but  at  a period 
when  there  Avas  no  marked  connection  of 
her  return  with  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in 
council. — Still,  as  appears  to  me,  those  in- 
structions have  a bearing  on  the  case  ; and 
it  is  observable  that,  pursuant  to  the  origi- 
nal directions  from  the  proper  authority, 
which  have  never  been  rescinded  or  varied, 
they  are  still  delivered  to  cruizing  vessels 
on  the  issuing  of  every  commission.  It  i? 
understood  they  accompanied  the  commis- 
sion of  this  vessel,  which  is  of  recent  date. 
In  analyzing  those  instructions  we  perceive 
their  reasonable  foundation,  and  their  appli- 
cability to  the  present  case.  The  vessels 
there  described,  though  coming  from  British 
ports,  were  not  to  be  interrupted.  They 
were  bound  to  ports  of  their  own  country 
and  no  interposition  of  cruizers,  public  or 
private  was  necessary;  they  were  bound  to 
the  United  States  under  an  expectation  of 
admittance  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  in  council,  or,  if  they  should  be 
mistaken  in  this  the  owners  were  willing  to 
submit  themselves  to  the  just  and  equitable 
disposition  of  the  government.  The  object 
of  the  instructions  is  then  expressed,  “ in 
order  that  such  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
may  be  dealt  with  on  their  arrival  as  may  be 
decided  by  the  competent  authorities.'’  The 
cases  formed  a reasonable  exception  to  th# 
grant  to  cruizers:  and  the  present  c'as#' 
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though  not  precisely  correspondent,  yet  so  (dispatches  accordingly)  to  proceed  on  her4 
approximates  to  the  cases  specified,  that  1 'voyage  without  molestation,  and  to  render 
consider  it  within  the  fair  purview  of  those  J her  any  assistance  she  may  stand  in  need  of 
instructions.  on  the  said  voyage,  or  on  her  return  to  any 

I have  not  had  an  opportunity  (such  has  | port  of  the  United  States 


been  the  business  before  the  court)  to  make 
that  thorough  examination  on  this  subject! 
that  might  be  wished.  There  may  be  prin- 
ciples and  cases  which  have  escaped  my  at- 
tention, which  would  have  compelled  a dif 
ferent  result  from  that  which  my  present 
impressions  lead  me  to  embrace.  I decree 
condemnation  to  the  United  States.  In  this 
course  every  reasonable  claim  of  the  captors 
to  compensation  or  allowance,  as  well  as 
of  the  owners  of  the  ship  to  mitigation  and 
relief,  will  be  in  a situation  to  be  considered 


Given  und&r  my  hand  and  seal,  on  board 
of  his  majesty's  ship  San  Domingo,  in 
the  Chesapeake,  tjie  12th  of  April,  1813. 

JOHN  borlase  warren. 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 

Thomas  Fox , private  secretary . 

j Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  having  returned 
| to  port,  since  granting  the  annexed  pass- 
Iport,  and  difficulties  having  arisen  on  the 
i subject  of  her  cargo, 

j I hereby  certify,  that  I know  it  was  the 
[intention  of  the  right  honorable  the  corn- 


and  regarded,  as  the  circumstances  of  the,r(iander  jn  chief  that  the  pass  on  the  o£her 
case  may  appear  to  require.  It  in  this  de-|sjde  hefeof  shouU  prot,ct  the  carg0  of  any 
termination  there  is  a departure  from  what  vesse,  beari  the  dispatches  therein  meh- 
the  law  enjoins,  the  error  will,  ot  course, |tioned  as  we|1  ad  the  vessel  -;jself.  provided 


be  corrected  in  a superior  tribunal. 

A true  copy — attest , 

Wm.  S.  SHAW,  Cleric . 

From  the  Bahama  Gazette. 

IN  THE  PRIZE  COURT,  FRIDAY,  OCT.  22,  1813. 
Before  his  honor  Peter  Edwards , Esq. 
Judge  Surrogate. 

Caroline,  Ridgeway,  master. 


always  that  it  did  not  consist  of  any  article 
contraband  of  war. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Marlborough,  in  Lynnbaven 
bav,  this  18th  of  May,  1813. 

G.  COCKBURN,  Rear  Admiral, 
And  2d  officer  in  command  of  his  majesty’s 
ships  and  vessels  in  North  America. 


JUDGMENT. 

This  is  the  case  of  an  American  ship,  with 
a cargo  of  cotton  and  rice,  taken  out  of  the 
port  of  Charleston,  by  the  boats  of  his  ma- 
jesty's sloop  Moselle,  and  of  the  privateer 
Brilliant,  having  on  board  a license  from 
sir  John  B.  Warren,  granted  at  the  request 
of  the  Russian  minister,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  dispatches  to  his  court ; a claim 
has  been  given  by  the  master,  under  the  li- 
cense, for  his  owners  in  the  United  States 
The  license  bears  date  the  12th  of  April 
last,  and  is  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

By  the  right  honorable  sir  John  Borlase 
Warren,  bart.  K.  B.  admiral  of  the  blue  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  employed,  and  to  be  employed 
on  the  American  and  West  Indian  stations, 
&c.  &e. 

Whereas  Mons.  Swrertchkoff,  counsellor 
of  legation  from  his  imperial  majesty  the 
emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  requested  me  to 
grant  the  necessary  protection  for  a vessel 
to  proceed  with  dispatches  from  his  excel- 
lency the  Rdssian  minister,  to  Russia,  (either 
by  way  of  Gottenburgh,  or  directly  by  the 
Baltic  Sea ) 

All  captains  and  commanders  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ships  and  vessels  of  war,  and  all  other 
armed  vessels,  are  therefore  hereby  required 
and  directed  to  permit  the  vessel  bearing 
this  pass,  (and  charged  with  his  excellency's 

Sup.  Vol.  V 


There  is  nb  cargo  mentioned,  nor  any 
thing  contained  in  it  to  ground  a belief  that 
the  Russian  minister  applied  for  it;  but  there 
is  a certificate  of  admiral  Cockburn  annex- 
ed, explanatory  of  sir  J.  B.  Warren's  inten- 
tion, for  the  ship  taking  a cargo.  It  is  a 
case  of  a novel,  and  important  nature  ; there 
is  no  question  of  property,  it  being  admitted 
that  both  vessel  and  cargo  belong  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States — it  solely  rests  there- 
fore on  the  construction  of  lawT,  which  had 
been  cited,  and  ably  argued  by  the  counsels 
on  both  sides  ; and  I feel  the  greatest  diffi- 
dence in  forming  my  decision.  Whatever5 
it  may  be,  I presume,  it  will  not  be  final; 
and  this  consideration  gives  me  much  satis- 
tisfaation,  that  a superior  tribunal  Will  ulti- 
mately judge  of  its  merits. 

That  sir  J.  B.  Warren  is  ffilly  competent* 
under  his  extensive  powers,  to  grant  such 
licenses,  is,  I believe,  admitted;  but  it  id 
alleged  by  the  counsel  for  the  captors* 
that  there  has  been  a violation  of  it,  which 
should  deprive  the  grantee  of  its  protection, 
that  the  explanation  of  admiral  Cockburn  is 
inadmissible,  and  that  the  license  must  be 
strictly  construed  according  to  the  letter  of 
it  ; it  being  a passport  of  safe  conduct,  and 
not  a license  of  trade ; therefore  it  will  not 
admit  of  any  latitude  of  construction,  or  ex- 
planation ; on  the  other  side,  it  is  contended* 
that  it  is  entitled  to  the  like  liberal  construe-* 
tion.  which  is  allowed  in  licenses  on  trad#, 
N 
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and  that  admiral  Cockburn's  certificate 
good  and  ought  to  be  admitted.  Every  r 
soect  is  du 


is [ letter  of  instructions  to  the  master,  orders 
him  to  be  directed  by  Mr.  Baumhauer,  either 


from  this  court  to  licenses,!  to  end  his  voyage  at  Gcttcnburg,  or  to  pro- 
granted by  the  authorised  agents  of  govern- |ceed  to  a port  in  the  Baltic,  and  it  is  stated 
nient,  and  it  is  its  duty  to  give  them  every  that  Mr.  liaumhauer  will  aid  him  with  his 


advice,  and  render  him  such  services  as  he 
may  require. 

This  certainly  seems  to  place  Mr.  Baumr 
hauer  in  a character  not  altogether  consis- 
tent with  that  which  lie  appears  so  tenacious 
of  supporting;  a person  intrusted  with  im- 
portant despatches  to  his  government,  as  he 
is  stated  to  be,  is  a public  character,  that 
cannot  be  supposed  to  have  concerns  with 
mercantile  speculations. 

The  circumstance  of  the  Pilot  is  not  a lit- 
tle singular.  Charleston  was  known  at  that 
time  to  be  blockaded,  the  usual  plying  of  the 
pilots  outside  of  the  bar  was  of  course  at  an 
end:  one,  however,  is  found  on  board  of 
this  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  first 
opportunity  to  take  her  out  But  it  does  not 
appear  how  he  was  to  return.  It  would 
seem  that  he  was  intended  for  the  voyage, 
that  no  delay  might  occur,  which  might 
throw  the  ship  probably,  in  the  way  of  the 
blockading  power ; and  after  the  ship  was 
detained,  hired  himself  as  a servant  to  Mr. 
Baumhauer ; and  here  occurs  a serious  ques- 
tion— why  has  not  that  gentleman  proceeded 
with  his  important  despatches  ? what  has  de- 
tained him?  A Spanish  ship  sailed  from 
Europe  soon. after  his  arrival,  and  a British 
ship  not  long  after ; his  presence  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  further  protection  of  the  ship, 
because,  if  restored,  the  license  would  have, 
effect  with  the  aid  of  a certificate  from  this 
court.  In  defining  the  nature  and  essentials 
of  licenses,  sir  William  Scott  states  them 
to  be  high  acts  of  sovereignty  and  necessa- 
rily stricti  juris , and  must  not  be  carried 
further  than  the  great  authority  which  grants 
them  may  be  supposed  to  extend  ; to  give 
due  effect  to  them,  it  is  necessary  first,  that 
the  intention  of  the  grantor  shall  be  pursued. 

2d.  That  there  shall  be  an  entire  bona 
fides  on  the  part  of  the  grantee;  it  seems  ab- 
solutely essential  that  no  more  should  be 
done  than  that  which  the  grantor  intended 


legal  support. 

I have  attentively  perused  the  several 
cases  of  law,  which  have  been  cited  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  and  without  expatia- 
ting on  them,  I shall  to  the  best  of  my  abili- 
ty, form  my  judgment,  on  the  application 
of  them  to  the  present  case. 

The  license  was  granted  by  sit*  J.  B.  War- 
ren in  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  application 
for  it  was  from  Washington,  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment ; all  the  contiguous  ports,  now 
under  rigorous  blockade  ; and  it  was  grant- 
ed specifically,  for  the  protection  of  a vessel, 
conveying  the  Russian  minister’s  despatches. 

It  must  then  be  reasonably  presumed,  that 
the  license  was  for  a vessel,  intended  to  sail 
immediately  from  one  of  those  ports  under 
blockade,  as  most  convenient  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  minister,  and  most  expedient 
for  the  purpose  of  despatch  ; a license  was 
as  necessary  here  for  a neutral,  as  an  Ame- 
rican vessel.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
the  whole  range  of  the  American  coast  was 
intended,  to  choose  a point  of  departure  from, 
or  that  a scope  of  months  was  intended  to 
arrange  it. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  license  itself,  and 
from  the  law  which  has  been  cited,  I am  of 
opinion  that  this  is  not  a license  of  trade, 
but  a passport  for  safe  conduct,  as  literally 
expressed,  for  the  Russian  minister’s  des- 
patches ; and  must  be  taken  according  to 
the  strict  letter  of  it — and  under  this  im- 
pression, I do  not  think  that  admiral  Cock- 
burn’s  certificate  of  sir  J.  B.  Warren’s  inten- 
tion, can  be  legally  admitted. 

But  had  this  license  been  to  the  extent 
asserted,  is  the  bonajides  of  the  guarantee 
unimpeachable  ? It  was  granted  on  the  1 2th 
of  April  ; on  the  18th  of  May,  an  explana- 
tion is  required,  as  to  its  extent  ; and  on 
the  13th  of  July,  it  is  set  into  operation; 
from  whence  ? from  the  port  of  Charleston  ; 
a port  at  the  time  of  granting  the  license 
open  to  the  sailing  of  all  neutrals,  wh^re  no  j to  permit ; and  the  party  who  uses  the  license, 
license  Could  be  required,  but  under  block-!  not  only  engages  for  fair  intentions,  but  to  act 
ade  at  the  time  of  the  ship’s  intended  depar-  conformably  to  the  intentions  of  the  grantor, 
ture,  when  a license  became  absolutely  ne-|  The  case  of  the  present  license  before  the 
cessary.  It  cannot  be  alleged  that  it  con- court,  as  I have  before  observed,  is  in  my 
templated  the  blockade  of  Charleston.  The 'opinion,  no  more  than  a passport  for  safe 
license  is  to  protect  the  vessel  from  and  on  conduct,  and  must  as  such,  from  all  the  law 


her  return  to  the  United  States,  with  des- 
patches. I presume  it  must  have  been  ex- 
plained to  sir  J.  B.  Warren,  that  his  protec- 
tion was  for  this  special  purpose;  hut  this 
vessel  is  to  be  sold,  if  the  master  can  effect 
a sale  of  her  on  her  arrival  in  Europe ; for 


his  he  is  furnished  with  fall  authority.  The  | in  dismissing  it 


that  has  been  cited,  be  strictly  construed. — 
The  intention  of  the  grantor  appears  to  be 
clear  and  determinate,  and  that  there  has 
been  a great  want  of  that  essential  bona 
fides  on  the  part  of  the  user  of  it,  must  prove 
injurious  to  his  claim,  and  will  justify  me 
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Waterman,  brother  of  captain  R'obert  Wa- 
terman aforesaid,  and  by  said  Thomas  Wa- 
terman ceded  to  the  aforementioned  Messrs. 
Hull  and  Griswold. 

On  the  13th  of  February  last  past,  the 
aforesaid  brig  Criterion,  captain  Waterman, 
being  in  46,  N.  L.  and  o W.  L.  from  Green 
wich,  fell  in  with  and  was  captured  by  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  frigate  the  Belle  Poule. 
commanded  by  captain  Harris,  who  put  a 
British  prize  master,  duly  commissioned  as 
such,  together  with  sixteen  seamen  on  board, 
jand  ordered  the  said  brig  to  steer  for  Ply- 
mouth, in  England. 

The  aforementioned  supercargo,  E.  W. 
Sage,  the  captain,  Waterman,  and  all  the 
crew  of  the  Criterion,  having  been  previous- 
ly taken  on  board  the  Belle  Poule  as  prison- 
ers, Waterman  only  after  delivering  to  the 
British  captain  all  his  principal  papers  being 
suffered  to  return  and  remain  on  board  the 
Criterion. 

On  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  American  armed  ship  Volant 
commanded  by  captain  Nathaniel  M.  Perley, 
had  sailed  from  Bayonne,  laden  with  suffdry 
merchandize,  having  a commission  as  a let- 
ter of  marque  issued  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same 
month,  in  57  deg.  10  min.  N-  L,  and  6 
deg.  5 min.  west  of  the  meridian  of  London, 
fell  in  with  the  aforesaid  brig  Criterion,  then 
a j>rize  under  British  colors.  The  said  brig 
gave  chase  to  the  Volant,  and  having  come 
within  reach  of  her  cannon,  the  latter  lired 
several  shot  at  her ; whereupon  the  English 
prize  master  finding  that  the  Volant  was  an 
armed  vessel  of  superior  force,  hauled  down 
his  British  colors. 

The  captain  of  the  Volant  therefore  took 
possession  of  the  Criterion,  and  took  on 
board  his  vessel  her  whole  English  crew, 
(one  Thomas  Horn,  the  boatswain  of  the 
Belle  Poule,  only  excepted)  and  put  on 
board  of  her  ten  Americans  of  his  own  crew, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Benjamin 
Stacey,  to  whom  he  gave  a copy  of  his 
commission  or  letter  of  marque,  with  writ- 
ten orders  to  saii  for  Passage,  and  there  to 
wait  a favorable  wind  and  tide,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  Bayonne,  and  there 
to  consign  the  vessel  to  JVI.  John  Bathedat, 
merchant,  of  that  place. 

On  the  19th  day  of  March  last,  captain 
Stacey  (having  touched  at  Passage  as  or- 
dered) arrived  with  the  brig  Criterion  at. 
Bavonne  : and  on  the  same  day  Pierre  Lan- 
ne,*  vice  consul  and  sub  commercial  agent  of 
bound  to  Bordeaux,  or  to  a port  in  France. ! the  United  States  at  Bayonne,  in  the  presence 
It  appears  that  this  vessel  had  a permit* of"  said  Stacey,  Robert  Waterman,  and 
granted  by  his  I.  and  R.  majesty,  to  M.  P. 1 John  Bathedat,  put  the  seals  of  this  consular 
Sauvage,  merchant  at  Bordeaux,  by  him  on!  agency  on  the  hatchways  and  on  all  the  open* 
certain  conditions  transferred  to  Thonaas'ing^  and.  b'uk  heads  of  said  brig.  Criterusv. 


FROM  THE  AURORA. 

Judgment  pronounced  by  the  American  con- 
sul at  Bordeaux , in  the  case  of  the  recap 
ture  oj  the  brig  Criterion  of  New  York. 

I,  William  Lee,  consul  and  commercial 
agent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
the  district  of  Bordeaux,  (comprising  the  de 
partments  of  Charente  Inferior,  Gironde, 
the  Landes,  and  the  lower  Pyrenees)  in 
France,  have  rendered  and  do  render,  in  the 
chancellery  of  the  said  consular  agency,  es 
tablished  at  Bordeaux,  the  following  judg- 
ment. 

on  re  capture.  In  the  cause: 
Between  Robert  Waterman,  commander 
of  the  brig  Criterion,  before  her  capture 
and  part  owner  of  the  cargo  of  said  brig, 
acting  as  well  for  himself,  as  for  Messieurs 
Hull  and  Griswold  of  New-York,  merchants, 
owners  of  said  brig  Criterion,  claimant. 

_ Peter  Sauvage,  of  Bordeaux,  a French 
citizen  and  merchant,  styling,  himself  oon 
signee  of  the  brig  Criterion,  in  that  quality 
also  claimant. 

Robert  Andrews,  and  Jonathan  Jones, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  established  at 
Bordeaux  ; J.  H.  Lafonta,  Justin  Fouseat, 
Labat-Bechet,  J.  P.  Long'champ,  Philipou, 
and  co.  Gaillard-Malez-ieu  and  co.  Veuve 
Thomas  Decaze  fils  aine  et  co.  Jean  Bon- 
naffe-Delance,  A.  M.  Borduzat,  Paris  Car- 
rie freres  and  co.  also  of  Bordeaux,  and  C. 
G.  Barrillon,  of  Paris,  all  merchants  and 
consignees  of  portions  of  the  cargo  of  the 
brig  Criterion,  and  therein  respectively  re- 
presenting the  respective  American  owners 
thereof,  and  in  behalf  of  the  same,  and  of 
the  said  portions  of  cargo,  also  claimants. 

And  Benjamin  Stacy,  commander  of  the 
brig  Criterion  since  her  re  capture,  and  John 
Bathedat,  a French  merchant  residing  at 
Bayonne,  actual  consignee  of  the  said  brig 
and  cargo,  both  acting  on  account  of  and  as 
agents  for  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew,  of 
the  letter  of  marque  the  Volant,  of  Boston, 
commanded  by  Nathaniel  M.  Perley,  against 
all  claims,  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crew,  of  said  letter  of 
marque  Volant,  defendants. 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS. 

The  brig  Criterion,  laden  on  freight  by 
Hull  and  Griswold,  of  New-York,  (owners 
thereof)  carrying  six  pieces  of  cannon,  with 
boarding  pikes,  and  arm  chest  and  ammuni- 
tions, con^manded  by  said  captain  Robert 
Waterman,  and  having  on  board  a supercar- 
go, by  name  E.  W.  Sage,  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  1 6th  of  January  last  past. 
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On  the  22d,  23d  and  24th  of  the  same 
month,  of  March,  the  following  persons 
were  interrogated  by  the  aforesaid  vice 
consul,  Pierre  Larine,  touching  the  facts  re 
lating  to  the  capture  and  recapture  of  the 
said  brig  Criterion — viz. 

1st.  Robert  Waterman,  former  captain  of 
the  Criterion. 

2nd.  Benjamin  Stacey,  captain  and  prize 
master  since  her  recapture 

3d.  Thomas  Horn,  belonging  to  the  cre>v 
of  the  Belle  Poule. 

4tli.  H Woodbury,  one  of  the  seamen 
put  on  board  the  Criterion  by  the  captain  of 
the  Volant. 


manded  by  captain  Nathaniel  M.  Perley  and 
having  a commission  or  letter  of  marque, 
sailed  from  Bayonne  on  the  10th  day  of  Fe-* 
binary  last. 

4th.  That  the  said  ship  Volant,  having 
been  chased  on  the  16th  of  February  by  a 
brig  under  English  colors,  attacked  and  cap- 
tured the  same. 

5th.  That  this  brig  proved  to  be  the  brig 
Criterion  of  New- York,  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Hull  and  Griswold,  merchants  of  that  city, 
to  be  mounted  with  6 carriage  guns,  to  be 
armed  with  boarding  pikes  and  small  arms, 
and  it  appears  that  she  had  been  captured 
some  days  previously,  by  the  British  frigate 


On  the  2d  of  this  month,  of  April,  Ro-  the  Belle  Poule,  the  captain  of  whiyh  fr 
bert  Walterman. again  appeared  before  said  gate  had  put  on  board  the  Criterion  an  Eng- 
Pierre  Lanne,  vice  consul  of  the  United  lish  prize  master  and  sixteen  men. 

States  as  aforesaid,  and  made  a declaration  6th.  That  the  brig  Criterion,  was  tak?n 
or  protest,  wherein  he  relates  all  the  acci-' possession  of  by  capt.  N-  M.  Perley,  of  the 
dents  which  had  happened  to  the  brig  Crite-  Volant,  and  sent  into  Bayonne,  to  the  ad- 
rion  since  her  departure  from  New-York,’  dress  of  John  Bathedat,  under  the  command 
and  particularly  that  of  the  capture  of  said' of  the  said  Benjamin  Stacey,  duty  commis- 
vessel,  by  the  British  frigate  the  Belle  Poule,  sioned  and  authorised  by  said  Perley  for 
captain  Harris,  and  the  recapture  of  her  by  that  purpose. 


the  Volant,  captain  N.  M.  Perley.  lie  fur- 
ther states  in  said  protest,  that,  on  the  22d 
of  March  last  past,  he  wrote  a letter  to  John 
Bathedat,  consignee  of  the  Criterion  and 
agent  for  the  recaptors,  demanding  of  him 
the  restitution  of  the  said  brig,  and  cargo 
on  board  of  her,  and  offering  to  give  secu 
rifcy  for  the  salvage  thereof  in  conformity  to 
i; he  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  which  de- 
mand the  said  Bathedat  did  not  think  pro 
per  to  reply:  Wherefore  said  Waterman, 
in  behalf  of  himself,  the  owners,  and  all 
concerned  in  the  said  brig  Criterion  and 
cargo,  solemnly  protested  against  the  said 
Bathedat,  against  captain  Harris  of  the  Bri- 
tish frigate  the  Belle  Poule,  and  against  all 
others  whom  it  might  concern,  for  all  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by,  or  which  might 
result  from  the  capture  and  recapture  of  the 
brig  Criterion.  • 

On  the  2d  of  April,  I having  repaired  to 


7th.  That  the  brig  Criterion,  having  been 
under  capture  by  the  British,  and  having 
navigated  during  five  days  as  an  armed  ves- 
sel, under  the  command  of  a British  officer 
duly  commissioned,  might  have  attacked 
and  caused  damages  to  the  vessels  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States ; that  she  had 
chased  the  Volant,  with  such  intentions^ 
and  that  for  these  reasons,  she  ought  to  be 
called  a good  and  lawful  prize. 

8th.  That  therefore,  he,  the  said  Benja- 
min Stacey,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  the 
owners,  officers  apd  crew  of  the  Volant, 
required  that  the  brig  Criterion  and  her  car- 
go, together  with  her  tackle,  guns,  boats, 
appardl  and  appurtenances,  or  such  part  or 
parts  thereof,  and  of  these,  as  he  and  they 
had  a just  claim  to  under  laws  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  forthwith  adjudged  to  be- 
long to  him  and  them. 


u A In  consideration  of  the  aforesaid  libel, 

Bayonne,  Benjamin  Stacey,  the  American  and  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and 
prize  master  of  the  said  brig  Criterion,  ap  on  the  same  second  day  of  April  I published 
peared  before  me  in  the  chancery  of  the  a monition,  advising  all  persons  who  maybe 


consular  subageiicy  at  Bayonne,'  and  then 
and  there  filed  a libel  in  behalf  of  the  own 
ers,  captain  and  crew,  of  the  letter  of 
marque  the  Volaht,  to  the  effect  following: 
’ 1st.  That  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
'and  the  United  States  of  America,  did  exist 
and  had  existed  since  the  18th  day  of  June 
1812, 

^ 2d.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
states  had  granted  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  against  the  ships,  goods  and  pro 
perty  of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain. 

och  That  the  ship  Vc)ant  of  Boston,  coin- 


interested  in  the  brig  Criterion,  or  in  her 
cargo,  &c.  to  bring  in  their  claims,  and  to 
shew  cause,  if  any.  they  might  have,  why 
the  said  brig  and  cargo  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded against,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  third  of  this  present  month,  Ro- 
bert Waterman,  former  master  of  the  brig 
Criterion,  acting  in  his  own  behalf,,  as  well 
as  for  and  in  the  behalf  of  Messrs.  Hull  and 
Griswold,  owners  of  the  said  brig  Criterion, 
deposited  in  the  chancery  of  the  sub-agency 
of  the  United  States  at  Bayonne,  a claim 
wherein  he  demands : 
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1st.  The  restoration  of  the  brig  Criterion, 
her  guns,  boats,  tackle  and  apparel,  as  the 
property  of  himself  and  of  the  said  llall  and 
Griswold. 

2d.  The  restoration  of  the  goods  or  mer- 
chandize belonging  to  him  the  said  Water- 
man, viz:  10  boxes  Iiavanna  sugars,  4 bales 
cotton,  snd  one  hundred  quintals  of  codfish. 

3d.  That  the  consul  should  direct  to  be 
paid  into  his  hands,  on  account  of  said  Hull 
and  Griswold,  the  freight  of  the  merchan- 
dize composing  the  remainder  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Criterion. 

4th.  That  the  consul  should  authorize  him 
to  receive  the  freight  of  and  also  the  com- 
missions on  said  cargo,  as  stipulated  by  the 
bills  of  lading  to  be  paid  to  E.  W.  Sage,  the 
supercargo. 

Peter  Sauvage,  a French  merchant,  resi- 
ding at  Bordeaux,  has  deposited  in  the  chan- 
cery of  this  consular  agency  a memoir,  in 
which  he  sets  forth  that  according  to  an 
agreement  passed  on  the  25th  of  April,  1812, 
between  him  the  said  Sauvage  and  Thomas 
Waterman,  which  agreement  has  been  ap- 
proved by  Messrs.  Hull  and  Griswold,  of 
yew- York,  he  is  of  right  consignee  of  the 
brig  Criterion — and  he  therefore  demands . 

1st.  That  the  whole  amount  of  the  sale  of 
the  hull  and  appurtenances  of  the  brig  Cri 
terion,  be  paid  over  to  him,  also  the  amount 
of  the  freight  due  to  the  said  vessel,  together 
with  the  amount  of  commissions  as  stipula- 
ted in  the  bills  of  lading,  promising  on  his 
part  to  account  with  the  concerned  for  the 
amount  of  the  same. 

2d.  That  the  proceeds  of  certain  merchan- 
dize consigned  to  him  personally  shall 
be  paid  unto  him  the  moment  after  the  pub- 
lic sale  of  the  same  ; offering  to  conform 
himself  to  the  law  of  th#  United  States  of 
1800,  concerning  the  salvage  due  to  the  re- 
capture of  an  unarmed  American  vessel. 

Robert  Andrews,  the  widow  H.  Decaze 
and  son,  Philipon  and  co.  Boimaffe  Delance, 
X P.  Longchamp,  Gaillard,  Malezieux  and 
co.  J.  H.  Lafonta,  J.  Foussat,  Paris  Carrie, 
Brothers,  and  co.  P.  Labat  Bechet,  and  A. 
M.  Borduzat,  all  merchants  established  in 
Bordeaux,  and  consignees  of  a part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  brig  Criterion,  deposited  on 
the  10th  of  the  present  month  in  the  chan- 
cery of  this  consular  agency  a Tetter,  in 
which  they  ^laim  their  portions  of  the  Cri- 
terion’s cargo  which  were  originally  con- 
signed to  them;  and  request  that  the  said 
merchandize  be  delivered  to  them  en  nature, 
offering  to  pay  to  the  recaptors  of  the  brig 
and  cargo,  salvage  of  one  sixth  part  of  the 
said  goods  en  nature , or  on  a just  estima- 
tion of  the  value  thereof  one  sixth  part  of 
the  said  value  in  conformity  to  law. 


Morton  and  Russell,  merchants  of  Bor- 
deaux, and  agents  for  Benjamin  Stacey  and 
John  Bathedat,  deposited  on  the  12th  of  the 
present  month,  in  the  chancellery  of  this 
consular  agency,  a memoir,  in  which  they 
state,  that  in  consideration  of  the  Criterion’s 
cargo  being  addressed  to  French  merchants, 
and  of  her  sailing  under  a French  permit, 
the  total  of  said  brig  and  cargo  ought  to  be 
adjudged  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Volant  as  French  property  ; or  other- 
wise, that  one  half  of  the  said  brig  and  car- 
go ought  to  be  adjudged  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Volant,  as  a salvage 
for  the  recapture  of  the  same. 

Out  of  these  facts  and  claims  arise  the  fol- 
lowing questions : 

1.  Can  the  Criterion  be  considered  as 
French  property? 

2.  If  the  brig  Criterion  and  her  cargo  be 
considered  as  American  property,  what  sal- 
vage are  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of 
the  re-capturing  vessel  entitled  to  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  re-capture 
thereof  ? 

3.  Must  a public  sale  be  ordered  of  the 
brig  Criterion  and  her  cargo,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adjusting  the  differences  which  exist 
among  the  interested  therein  ? 

4.  As  consul  of  the  United  States  can  I, 
and  must  I,  pronounce  upon  the  claim  of 
Peter  Sauvage  ? 

5.  What  measures  cam  be  taken  for  the 
preservation  of  the  rights  and  property  of 
all  those  interested  in  this  brig  and  cargo, 
and  for  the  deposit  of  the  sales  thereof  ? 

Firstly,  it  appears  that  the  permit  or  li- 
cense granted  by  the  emperor  ' of  the 
French  to  Peter  Sauvage,  and  under  which 
this  vessel  was  dispatched  from  New- York, 
does  not  denationalize  this  brig  and  cargo; 
for,  the  sole  and  only  use  of  such  permit  was 
to  authorise  this  vessel  to  enter  into  some 
port  in  France,  and  there  to  sell  her  cargo 
and  to  take  returns.  That  the  consignment 
of  this  vessel  and  cargo,  or  of  the  greater 
part  thereof,  to  French  merchants,  can  in 
no  wise  alter  its  American  character ; for, 
were  we  in  the  absence  of  other  or  mor& 
ample  documents  to  determine  this  charac- 
ter, we  should  be  justified  in  resting  our  de- 
cision on  the  14th  and  24th  articles  of  the 
convention  of  1800,  the  first  of  which  ordains 
that : 44  The  flag  shall  protect  the  property 
and  the  last,  that  “ the  prizes  of  either  par- 
“ty  which  shall  enter  the  ports  of  the  other, 
“ shall  not  be  arrested  or  seized,  nor  shall 
‘•the  officers  of  the  place  make  examinations 
“ concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such  prize.” 
In  conformity  with  this  the  letter  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  minister  of  marine,  of  October 
J 14,  1812,  to  the  maritime  prefects — It  is 
Ithere  said: 
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“ The  moment  that  a prize, 
“ English,  shall  be  made  by  an 
“cruizer  and  brought  into  France 


evidently  But  the  case  in  question  is  totally  differ* 
American  ent.  The  brig  Criterion,  at  the  moment  o^ 
, the  ad- 1 her  recapture,  was  manned,  officered  and 


“ ministration  of  the  marine  ought  to  make  commissioned  by  the  enemy,  as  appears  by 
“no  difficulties  in  leaving  her  to  the  dispose- the  evidence  of  Horn.  Therefore  the  brig 


brig 

“tions  of  the  24th  artiple  of  the  convention  Criterion  had  a right  to  attack  and  capture 
“of  1800,  and  in  manner  practised  by  our  .the  vessels  of  the  United  States;  for  as 
“ consuls  in  all  cases  of  prizes  which  French  chief  justice  Marshal  says  : “ It  has  been 
“ cruizers  introduce  into  neutral  or  allied 
“ ports.” 

Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  French  laws 
which  ordain  that  a vessel  re- captured,  if 
she  remained  in  possession  of  the  enemy 
twenty-four  hours  be  considered  a lawful 
prize,  cannot  be  applied  to  this  case.’  The 


the  practice  in  the  present  war,  and 
“ certainly  very  practicable,  to  man  a prize 
“ and  cruize  with  her  a considerable  time. 
“ without  sending  her  in  for  condemnation.” 
It  therefore  results  from  what  has  been 
said,  from  the  letter  as  well  as  from  the  spi- 
rit of  the  law  of  March,  1800,  that  it  is 


only  laws  which  must  govern  us  are  those] solely  from  the  fact  itself,  whether  the  Cri- 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  these  particular! terion  was  or  was  not  an  armed  vessel,  dan- 
regard  is  to  be  had  to  that  of  the  3d  of  gerous  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
March,  1800.  that  we  must  decide  whether  the  recaptor 

On  the  second  question,  we  observe  that  is  entitled  to  a salvage  Of  one  sixth  or  to 


although  part  of  the  papers  of  the  brigCri 
terion  were  retained  by  capt.  Harris,  of  the 
Belle  Poule,  and  we  are  thus  prevented  from 
ascertaining  by  documentary  evidence  whe- 
ther the  said  brig  was  or  was  not  the  bearer 
of  a commission  as  a letter  of  marque,  yet 
that  this  fact  is  not  important  in  the  deci- 
sion ; for  the  intention  of  the  American  le- 
gislature, in  the  law  of  the  3d  March,  1800, 
was  evidently  to  indemnify  the  rccaptors  for 
the  danger  they  might  run  in  taking  pos- 
session of  American  vessels  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  which  in  his  hands  might  be  in 
a situation  to  annoy  our  commerce. 

Thus  the  1 st  section  qf  that  law  gives  but 
one  sixth  to  the  recaptors  of  the  vessel  so 
retaken,  if  such  retaken  vessel  is  not  armed, 
because  in  such  case,  the  recaptors  are  not 
exposed  to  risk  in  the  recapture.  But  it 
accords  half  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  if  the  vessel  recaptured  is  found  to 
have  been  armed  as  a vessel  of  war,  either 
before  or  after  her  capture  by  the  enemy. 
Therefore  the  question  in  the  present  case 
is  narrowed  to  this  fact;  was  the  brig  Cri- 
terion armed  or  not  armed  at  the  moment 
of  her  recapture  by  the  Volant. 

It  is  true  that  Emerigon,  on  insurance, 
volume  1st,  page  573,  says,  that  a vessel, 
though  not  armed  as  a vessel  of  war,  may 
defend  herself  against  the  enemy.  “ It  is 
permitted  to  repel  force  by  force,”  but,  con- 
tinues the  same  author,  “ should  the  vessel 
defending  herself  capture  the  enemy,  she 
does  not  by  this  act  become  entitled  to  the 
property,  because  she  is  not  the  bearer  of  a 
commission  from  her  government  giving  her 
the  right  to  make  prizes.” 

This  doctrine  quoted  by  the  consignees, 
is  applicable  solely  to  a vessel  sailing  like  a 
simple  merchantman  without  a letter  of 
marque  or  commission,  and  being  attacked 
by  an  armed  vessel  which  she  may  capture 
by  resisting  force  to  force. 


one  half  of  the  said  Criterion  and  cargo. 

What  says  the  lirst  section  of  this  act? 
That  when  any  vessel  other  than  a vessel  of 
war  or  privateer,  or  when  any  goods  which 
shall  hereafter  be  taken  as  a prize  by  any 
vessel  acting  under  authority  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  shall  appear 
to  have  before  belonged  to  any  person  or 
persons  residing  within  or  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  have  been 
taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  United  States — 
such  vessel  not  having  been  condemned  as  a 
prize  by  competent  authority  before  the  re- 
capture thereof;  the  same  shall  be  restored 
.to  the  former  owner  or  owners  thereof,  he 
or  they  paying  for  and  in  lieu  of  salvage  if 
retaken  by  a private  armed  vessel,  one  sixth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  or  goods  to  be 
restored.  And  if  vessel  so  taken  shall 
appear  to  have  set  forth  and  armed  as  a ves- 
sel of  war  before  such  capture,  or  after 
wards,  the  former  owner  or  owners  on  resto- 
ration thereof  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay  for, 
and  in  lieu  of  salvage,  one  half  of  the  true 
value  of  such  vessel  of  war  or  privateer.” 
Thus  this  section  is  entitled  in  the  margin  : 
“ Salvage  on  recaptured  property  claimed  by 
“ residents  of  the  United  States.” 

I have  quoted  it  to  show  more  clearly  to 
the  consignees  of  the  Criterion  (many  of 
whom  being  foreigners  cannot  have  had  a 
previous  acquaintance  with  our  law)  that  the 
words  vessels  of  war  do  not  intend  always 
public  armed  vessels  or  men  of  war  as  they 
suppose,  but  sometimes  private  armed  ves- 
sels. So  here  the  distinction  is  very  clearly 
preserved.  For  the  second  section  of  the 
same  act  provides  for  the  salvage  on  the  re- 
capture of  public  ships,  armed  or  not  armed, 
belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  entitled  in  the  margin:  “Com- 
“ pensation  for  recaptured  property  claimed 
“by  the  United  States.” 

Congress  then  by  the  words  “ vessels,  cf 
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war’  meant  to  designate  any  private  armed  is  considered  as  an  armed  vessel  (or  vessel 


vessels  commissioned  before  capture,  or  any 
vessels  armed  and  used  as  vessels  of  war 
after  capture  and  before  recapture. 

Were  we  to  take  the  construction  of  this 
act  as  given  to  us  by  the  agents  of  the  own- 
ers of  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  Criterion,  a 
letter  of  marque  could  not  he  considered  as 
a vessel  of  war,  and  yet  a letter  of  marque  is 
hot,  strictly  speaking,  a privateer. 

Gaines  in  his  Lex  Mercatoria  Americana, 
page  239,  to  page  251,  gives  t he  case  of  the 
Amelia,  which  from  its  similitude  to  this  I 
cannot  omit  citing. 

The  Amelia  was  a Hamburgh  vessel,  arm- 


of  war)  and  that  one-sixth  part  in  consequence 
thereof  is  allowed  to  a public  armed  ship  as 
a salvage  for  the  recapture  thereof. 

Now  it  rs  certain  that  the  Criterion,  at  the 
time  of  her  recapture  by  the  Volant,  was 
armed  with  six  cannon,  small  arms,  board- 
ing pikes  and  ammunition,  that  she  was 
manned  by  British  subjects  and  commanded 
by  a British  officer  commissioned  for  that 
purpose  by  captain  Harris  of  the  Belle  Poule; 
it  is  certain  also  that  she  chased  the  Volant, 
and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  she 
would  have  taken  her  had  not  the  latter 
been  armed  and  of  superior  force,  as  it  ap- 


ed for  her  defence  with  eight  iron  gnns,  See.  pears  from  the  declarations  of  Stacey,  Horn, 
baund,  in  1799,  from  Calcutta  to  Hamburgh. land  Woodberry;  these  facts  I say  render  it 


She  was  taken  by  a French  national  cor- 
vette and  manned  and  officered  by  French- 
men, recaptured  by  the  United  States  man 
of  war  the  Constitution,  captain  Talbot,  dur- 
ing that  unfortunate  dispute  which  existed 
between  France  and  the  United  States  in 
1799 


impossible  to  consider  the  brig  Criterion 
otherwise  than  as  an  armed  vessel,  or  vessel 
of  war  at  the  time  of  her  recapture,  or  to 
refuse  to  adjudge  to  the  recaptors  as  sal- 
vage the  half  the  value  of  said  vessel  and 
cargo. 


On  the  third  question,  viz.  Ought  we  to 
The  district  court  of  New-York  decreed!  order  a public  sale  of  the  brig  Criterion  and 


one  half  the  gross  amount  of  said  ship  and 
cargo.* 

The  circuit  court  reversed  the  decree,  and 
the  captors  appealed  to  the  supreme  judicial 
court  of  the  United  States. 

Chief  justice  Marshall  gave  along  opinion 
on  this  case,  in  the  oourse  of  which  he 
said : — 

“The  Amelia  was  an  armed  vessel  com- 
“ manded  and  manned  by  Frenchmen  with 
“ whom  we  were  then  at  war  ; very  little 
u doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  a vessel 
c:  thus  circumstanced,  encountering  an  Ame- 
“ rican  unarmed  merchantman,  or  one  that 
“ should  be  armed,  but  of  inferior  force, 
“ would  as  readily  capture  such  merchant 
“ man,  as  if  she  had  sailed  immediately  from 
“ the  ports  of  France.” 

He  cited  the  different  acts  which  have 
been  passed  in  the  United  States,  for  regu 
lating  salvage  in  the  case  of  recapture, 
among  others  tVe  law  of  1800,  and  says: — 
“This  act  of  1800,  having  passed  subsequent 
to  the  recapture  of  the  Amelia,  can  certainly 


her  cargo  ? 

It  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me 
had  the  parties  agreed  on  this  point ; but  as 
they  do  not,  let  us  examine  how  far  I am 
authorised  by  circumstances  and  by  prece- 
dent, to  terminate  their  difference  on  this 
head. 

Had  the  Criterion  been  carried  into  a 
port  of  the  United  States,  where  all  the  in- 
terested could  have  been  present,  instead  ef 
a port  of  France,  where  only  a part  of  the 
interested  are  represented,  this  difficulty 
could  have  been  more  easily  adjusted  in  con- 
formity with  the  letter  of  the  law. 

But  viewing  every  circumstance  arising 
out  of  this  recapture,  it  appears  to  me  im- 
possible to  adjust  this  concern,  to  ascertain 
the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  to 
make  the  lawful  distribution  without  a pub- 
lic sale. 

In  Lex  Mercatoria  Americana,  page  206, 
we  learn  that  in  a case  there  cited,  lord 
Mansfield  said,  “ That  the  recaptor  was  not 
obliged  to  agree  to  the  valuation  of  the  goods; 


not  affect  that  case  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  he  might  have  had  the  goods  sold,  if  he  had 
salvage,  or  give  a right  to  salvage  which!  so  pleased,  and  taken  half  the  produce” 
did  not  exist  before.”  I Marshall  on  insurance,  page  485,  a dj&p- 

Incase,  said  he,  of  recapture  subsequent  ter  on  abandonment,  states  the  case  of  a ship 
to  the  act,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  but,  from  London  to  Bermuda,  taken  by  a Span- 
that  salvage  according  to  its  terms  would  be!  ish  privateer,  retaken  by  the  English  and 
demandable.  But  as  the  law  did  not  exist- carried  into  Boston.  The  court  of  admiralty 
at  the  time  of  recapture,  judge  Marshall  gave  a salvage  of  one  half  to  the  recaptors, 
allows  capt.  Talbot  a reasonable  salvage  of  and  as  no  person  appeared  willing  to  give 

security  or  to  answer  to  the  moiety,  to  satis- 
fy the  salvage,  the  cargo  was  sold  in  the 
court  of  admiralty.  The  recaptors  had  their, 
moiet  v of  the  proceeds' and  the  surplus  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  court. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  captain  Watfcr- 


one-sixth. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  merchant  vessel  the 
Amelia,  armed  for  her  defence  like  the  Cri 
terion,  taken  by  the  then  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  officered  and  manned  by  them. 


Under  the  law  of  1800. 


168 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL.  V. 


man,  the  legal  representative  of  the  owners  j and  sale  rend 
of  this  vessel,  and  Peter  Sauvage,  who 
claims  the  consignment,  are  in  favor  of  v 
public  sale. 

That  captain  Stacey  and  M.  Bathedat,  who 
represent  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Volant,  demand  a public  sale. 

The  consignees  of  a part  only  of  the  cargo 
object  to  this  sale;  these  demand  that  a di- 
vision of  the  goods  en  nature  shall  be  made 


ed  and  made  in  the  chancery 
of  this  consular  agency.  It  is  also  certain 
chat  had  we  insisted  on  entering  this  vessel 
under  the  permit,  and  not  as  prize,  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Bayonne  must  have 
seized  her. 

The  truth  and  force  of  these  facts  are  in- 
contestable ; there  may  have  been  insurances 
effected  in  the  United  States.  There  appear 
to  be  persons  interested  in  this  vessel  and 


between  them  and  the  recaptors,  in  such  (cargo  who  are  not  regularly  known  Messrs. 


proportions  as  the  final  judgment  may  direct, 
a course  of  proceeding  which  is  not  practical 
ble,  considering  the  perishable  state  of  some 
of  the  articles  composing  this  cargo,  and  the 
damaged  state  of  others,  as  discovered  on 
opening  the  hatchways  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  the  fish.  It  has  been  proposed  to 
some  of  the  consignees,  to  name  persons  to 
appraise  this  vessel  and  cargo,  and  the  con- 
signees should  bind  themselves  to  pay  to  the 
agents  of  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Volant,  their  proportion  of  this  appraise- 
ment, as  the  sentence  should  determine. — 
But  this,  though  at  first  offered  by  them, 
has  now  been  objected  to  on  the  plea  that 
the  appraisement  must  be  according  to  the 
nominal  prices,  few  sales  being  made  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  if  the  market  should  continue 
bad,  the  sales  of  the  cargo  may  eventually 
produce  less  than  the  actual  appraisement. 

It  appears  to  me  on  examining  several 
American,  French  and  English  authors,  on 
this  point,  that  where  in  case  of  recapture 
the  parties  interested  disagree  about  the  va- 
luation of  the  goods,  the  judge  shall  order  a 
sale  or  appraisement,  as  he  thinks  fit,  or  as 
the  case  may  require.  It  also  appears  that 
the  captain  has  an  implied  authority  to  do 
the  best  he  can  for  the  benefit  of  all  concern- 
ed, and  the  insurers  are  bound  by  his  acts. 
Therefore  when  all  the  interested  are  not 
present,  and  when  the  insurers  have  no 
agent,  where  the  crew  has  been  taken  out 
of  the  vessel,  where  part  of  the  cargo  is  da 
maged  and  is  in  a perishable  state,  the  ves- 
sel’s papers  lost,  or  when  difficulties  arise 
about  pursuing  the  voyage  round  (all  of 
which  points  touch  this  case)  the  ship  and 
cargo  ought  to  be  sold  to  pay  the  salvage, 
and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  voyage. 

But  there  are  other  reasons  which  impe- 
riously demand  a public  sale  in  this  case. 

The  license  under  which  this  vessel  sailed 
from  New- York,  and  was  to  be  permitted  to 
enter  a port  in  France,  and  export  thence  a 
return  cargo  as  contra  value  for  the  United 
States,  being  annulled  by  a capture  (as  the 
cbllector  of  the  port  of  Bayonne  has  decla- 
red) her  voyage  is  destroyed.  She  can  now 
only  be  permitted  in  France  as  a prize  vessel, 
and  her  being  a prize  to  an  American  letter 
of  marque  is  proved  only  by  the  judgment 


Balguerie,  for  instance,  claim  a quantity  of 
cotton  under  a simple  letter  announcing  that 
it  had  been  shipped,  but  which  is  unaccom- 
panied by  a bill  of  lading  — The  rights  of 
such  persons  ought  to  be  preserved  by  avoid- 
ing all  arbitrary  and  unsound  decisions  which 
might  envelope  their  property  with  the  great- 
er portions  of  the  cargo.  For  these  reasons 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  public  sale  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  is  the  only  legal  and  judi- 
cious mode  of  preserving  the  rights  and  in-" 
terest  of  all  concerned. 

On  the  fourth  question,  viz  : Can  I,  and 
must  I,  pronounce  on  the  claim  filed  by  Pe- 
ter Sauvage  ? 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  agreement 
made  between  Peter  Sauvage  and  Thomas 
Waterman,  was  passed  in  Bordeaux.  The 
14th  article  of  the  Napoleon  code  ordains  : 

“ That  a stranger  (even  if  he  is  not  a resi- 
dent in  France)  can  be  cited  before  the 
French  tribunals  for  the  execution  of  obliga- 
tions contracted  by  him  in  France  ” There- 
fore the  tribunals  of  Bordeaux  are  compe- 
tent to  decide  on  this  claim  of  Peter  Sauvage ; 
their  decision  cannot  be  had  until  Water- 
man, Sage,  and  Hull  and  Griswold,  shall 
be  apprised  of  the  claim,  and  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  time  to  answer  to  the  same  ; 
particularly  as  the  agreement  produced  by 
Peter  Sauvage  is  far  from  being  conforma- 
ble to  the  terms  expressed  on  the  bills  of 
lading  : The  first  gives  Peter  Sauvage  4 per 
cent,  but  the  bills  of  lading  stipulate  that 
there  shall  be  paid  E.  W.  Sage,  supercargo, 
5 per  cent,  on  the  gross  sales,  and  2 12  on 
the  net  proceeds. 

This  difference  leads  to  a reasonable  sup- 
position that  there  has  been  some  agreement 
between  Waterman  (the  holder  of  Sauvage’s 
permit)  Hull  and  Griswold,  and  Sage,  the 
terms  of  which  we  are  not  rpade  acquainted 
with. 

The  capture  and  recapture  may  also 
change  very  essentially  the  position  of  the 
parties,  and  naturally  give  birth  to  the 
question,  how  much  and  what  amount  is  due 
to  Sauvage,  for  a permit  in  all  probability  of 
no  value  by  this  capture  and  recapture.  At 
all  events,  it  is  to  E.  M.  Sage,  supercargo 
of  the  brig  Criterion,  now  a prisoner  in 
England,  and  not  to  P.  Sauvage,  that  the 
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commission  and  freight  Would  have  been 
paid,  had  the  Criterion  arrived  without  acci- 
dent in  France. 

Therefore  we  have  endeavored  by  the 
decision  which  follows  to  preserve  the  rights 
of  Sauvage,  Sage,  and  Hull  and  Griswold, 
to  be  pronounced  upon  by  a competent  tri- 
bunal, which  can  alone  decide  whether  the 
American  merchant  must  pay  the  French 
one,  the  price  of  his  permit,  considerably 
diminished  in  value,  if  not  rendered  totally 
useless,  by  the  capture  and  recapture  of  the 
vessel  sailing  under  it. 

On  the  fifth  question,  what  measures  can 
be  taken  for  the  deposit  and  preservation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  if  they  should  take 
place  ? 

The  proceeds  Gf  the  sales  should  be  depo- 
sited in  the  hands  of  persons  of  unquestion- 
able solidity,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  lawful 
proprietors  or  their  agents.  To  this  effect  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  salvage,  after  de- 
ducting therefrom  the  freight,  primage  and 
commissions,  as  expressed  in  the  bills  of 
lading,  the  duties  due  the  imperial  govern- 
ment of  France,  the  per  centage  due  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
other  commissions  and  charges  attendant 
thereon  (to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  recap- 
tors) shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  John 
Bathedat,  merchant  of  Bayonne,  whose  sol 
vability  is  well  known. 

That  the  other  portion  of  the  sales  which 
shall  appear  to  belong  and  coming  to  the 
owners  of  the  aforesaid  brig  and  her  cargo, 
after  deducting  the  freight,  primage,  and 
commissions,  as  expressed  in  the  bills  of  lad 
ing,  the  duties  due  the  imperial  government, 
and  all  commissions  and  charges  attendant 
thereon,  should  be  deposited  (provided  no 
legal  agents  of  the  owners  shall  appear  to 
receive  the  same)  with  Jonathan  Jones, 
merchant  of  Bordeaux,  one  of  the  consignees 
whose  solvability  is  notorious. 

And  that  the  amount  of  the  commissions, 
primage,  and  freight,  expressed  in  the  bills 
of  lading,  should  remain  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  said  Jones ; for  the  preservation  of 
the  rights  of  all  those  to  whom  the  same 
shall  hereafter  appear  to  belong. 

This  distribution  preserves  the  rights,  ti- 
tles, and  interests,  of  all  the  concerned. 

Now  know  ye  from  these  motives  and 
considering  the  premises,  I,  William  Lee, 
consul  and  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  and  duties 
resulting  from  the  nature  of  my  appointment, 
doing  justice  to  all  parties,  do  adjudge  the 
half  oi  the  nett  proceed^  of  the  brig  Crite- 
rion, h°r  cargo,  apparel  and  appurtenances, 
to  tue  owners,  officers  and  crew  of  the  letter 
of  marque  the  Volant,  eapt.  N.  M.  Perley, 
represented  by  Benjapain  Stacey  and  John 
Sup.  Voi.  V. 


Bathedat,  as  the  salvage,  accorded  to  them 
by  law  for  the  recapture  of  the  armed  brig 
or  vessel  of  war  Criterion. 

Ordering,  that  the  said  brig,  her  cargo, 
guns,  arms,  boats,  tackle,  apparel  and  ap- 
purtenances, be  sold  at  public  sale,  in  the 
chancery  of  this  consular  agency  at  Bayonne, 
at  the  time  and  place  to  be  announced  fo£ 
the  same,  in  the  newspapers,  and  by  hand- 
bills, as  shall  hereafter  be  directed. 

Ordering  further,  that  the  half  proceed 
such  sale  of  said  brig,  cargo  and  appurte- 
nances, deduction  being  made  for  freight, 
primage  and  commissions,  stipulated  in  the 
bills  of  lading,  together  with  all  the  com- 
missions and  other  charges,  as  above  speci- 
fied, be  deposited  tn  the  hands  of  John  Ba- 
thedat, merchant  at  Bayonne,  there  to  re- 
main, Until  information  of  this  my  judgment, 
by  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the 
United  States  ; after  which  the  said  amount 
of  salvage  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
owners,  officers  and  crewr,  of  the  letter  of 
marque,  the  Volant,  in  the  chancery  of  the 
United  States  at  Bayonne,  in  the  propor- 
tions, and  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
law  of  the  United  States  passed  on  the  27th 
of  January  last  past,  entitled  ati  act  concern* 
ing  letters  of  marqUe,  prizes  and  prize  goods- 

Ordering  that  the  other  half  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  vessel  and  cargo,  deduction  be- 
ing made  of  the  duties  due  the  imperial  go- 
vernment of  France,  freight  and  commissions, 
as  specified  in  the  bills  of  lading,  and  all 
other  charges  above  specified  (excepting  the 
per  centage  due  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States)  shall  be  deposited,  provided  ho 
agent  or  agents  legally  authorised  to  receive 
the  same  from  the  chancellor  of  this  consu- 
late, shall  appear  before  the  sales  are  com- 
pleted, in  the  hands  of  Jonathan  Jones,  A- 
merican  merchant  at  Bordeaux,  to  be  by 
him  held  for  account  of  all  persons  interest- 
ed in  the  same,  and  subject  to  the  order  and 
approbation  of  such  person  or  persons,  or 
his,  or  their  agents  duly  authorised  for  re- 
ceiving the  same. 

Ordering  that  the  amount  of  the  freight, 
and  commissions  before  mentioned,  and  as 
specified  in  the  bills  of  lading,  shall  also  be 
held  by  Jonathan  Jones,  in  trust  for  the 
owners  of  the  brig  Criterion,  the  owner s* 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Volant,  Peter  Bau- 
vage  or  whichever  of  these  parties  may  be 
entitled  to  the  same  or  any  portion  thereof 
to  be  determined  by  a future  judgment  rela- 
tive to  said  freight  and  commissions,  to  he 
had  when  the  amount  ot‘  the  sales,  fi  eight 
and  average,  shall  be  ascertained. 

Provided  that  the  said  John  jBathedat  as 
agent  for  the  owners,  officers  and  crew,  of 
the  letter  of  marque,  the  Volant,  give  good 
and  sufficient  security,  by  bond  of  one  or* 
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more  sureties,  to  be  filed  in  the  chancery  of 
this  consular  agency  for  the  amount  so  depo 
sited  in  his  hands,  to  answer  for  the  same 
in  all  future  appeals,  and  decisions,  which 
may  be  had  in  the  above  case. 

And  that  Jonathan  Jones,  for  the  amount 
which  may  be  deposited  with  him,  and  for 
the  distribution  thereof,  in  conformity  with 
this  sentence,  shall  also  file  a bond  of  one  or 
more  sureties,  in  the  chancery  of  this  con- 
sular agency. 

Concerning  the  demand  of  Peter  Sauvage, 
1 declare  my  incompetency  to  decide  on  the 
same,  and  leave  him  the  right  to  prosecute 
his  claim  before  a competent  tribunal. 

And  I finally  order  that  all  unforeseen 
charges,  which  may  arise  on  the  execution 
of  this  judgment,  as  well  as  the  per  centage 
or  commission,  which  shall  appear  to  accrue 
to  the  consular  agency  in  the  direction,  and 
sale  of  the  brig  Criterion,  and  cargo,  toge 
ther  with  the  per  centage  due  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  de 
posited  in  the  chancery  of  this  consular  agen- 
cy, subject  to  the  decision  of  the  honorable 
the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States. 

Done  and  judged,  in  the  chancery  of  the 
United  States’  consular  agency,  at  Bordeaux, 
this  seventeenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirty-seventh. 

WM.  LEE. 


British  Inhumanity. 

From  the  Hudson  (N.  Y.)  Bee. 

We  request  the  attention  of  the  reader  to 
the  following  account  of  the  almost  unparal- 
leled ingratitude  and  treachery  of  the  crew 
of  a British  ship  to  the  crew  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel — the  latter  having  saved  the  lives 
of  the  former,  whose  vessel  had  been  wreck- 
ed, and  they  in  return  for  this  humane  act, 
seized  and  made  prize  of  the  vessel  and  pro- 
perty of  their  preservers ! Were  it  not  that 
such  a nation  as  Britain  existed,  this  act  of 
treachery  might  be  correctly  styled  unparal- 
leled ; but  British  history  is  full  of  incidents 
of  such  black  ingratitude.  Such  conduct, 
even  in  our  enemy,  cannot  fail  to  call  forth 
the  indignant  feelings  of  every  American 
who  has  a drop  of  patriotic  blood  flowing  in 
his  veins. 

The  account  is  furnished  us  by  captain 
Barzillai  Pease  of  this  city,  who  is  one 
of  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  and  who  arriv- 
ed here  a few  davs  since. 

PROTEST. 

By  this  public  instrument  of  protest,  be 
it  made  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  on  this  6th  day  of  September,  1813, 
personally  appeared  before  me  Philip  Rutter. 


acting  commercial  agent  for  the  United 
States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, Valentine  Barnard , master  of  the 
brig  Nanina  of  New- York,  together  with 
Barzillai  Fease,  Andrew  Hunter , and  F 
Fanning . co  partners  in  the  voyage  of  said 
brig,  who  severally  depose  and  swear,  that 
they  sailed  from  New  York  on  board  the 
American  brig  Nanina  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1812,  which  vessel  bad  been  fitted  out  by 
her  owners,  John  B.  Murray  and  Son  of 
New- York,  who  had  previously  entered  in- 
to a contract  with  Barzillai  Pesse,  C.  H. 
Barnard,  E Fanning,  Valentine  Barnard, 
and  A.  Hunter,  for  procuring  skins  and  sea 
elephant's  oil,  at  the  Falkland  Islands.  On 
the  16th  May,  1812,  arrived  at  Bonavista 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  salt,  &.c.  and 
sailed  May  27th.  On  28th  May  arrived  at 
St.  Jago  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  water, 
&c.  and  sailed  on  the  2d  of  June.  On  the 
7th  of  September  arrived  at  the  Falkland 
Islands  and  built  a shallop  to  pursue  our 
occupation.  On  the  4th  March,  1813,  C.  H. 
Barnard,  E Fanning  and  Andrew  Hunter 
(leaving  the  brig  safe  moored  at  four  Island 
Lagoon  at  the  English  Moreland,  with  V. 
Barnard  and  B Pease  on  board)  proceeded 
with  the  brig’s  company  to  procure  seal  or 
elephant’s  oil ; and  whilst  sailing  around 
Eagle  Island,  on  the  3d  of  April  discovered 
the  passengers  and  crew  of  the  ship  Isabella, 
George  Higton,  master,  from  port,  Jackson 
(in  the  colony  in  New  South  Wales)  bound 
to  London,  which  ship  had  been  stranded 
on  a reef  or  shoal  attached  to  said  Island 
on  the  9th  of  February,  1813  ; her  cargo 
consisting  of  oil  and  skins,  being  part  lost 
whilst  beating  into  the  harbor.  G.  Higton 
master,  capt.  R.  Drure,  of  the  73d  regiment, 
and  Mr.  Holt  came  on  board  and  related  to 
us  their  unfortunate  situation.  Capt.  Higton 
informed  us  that  from  the  planks  and  timber 
of  the  wreck  he  had  commenced  building  a 
vessel  and  requested  our  assistance  in  sup- 
plying him  with  such  materials  as  he  stood 
in  need  of,  which  we  informed  him  we  most 
assuredly  Would  do,  and  which  we  consider- 
ed it  a duty  incumbent  upon  us  to  perform. 
On  the  same  evening  we  waited  on  them  at 
the  camp.  Captain  Drure  and  wife  expres- 
sed great  anxiety  to  be  removed,  we  inform- 
ed them  that  wc  would  if  requested  by  them 
take  them  on  board  immediately,  and  such 
other  persons  as  wished  to  leave  the  island, 
and  likewise  assist  as  far  as  laid  in  our  pow  - 
er those  who  wished  to  remain  behind.  On 
the  6th  of  April,  capt.  G.  Higton  sent  for 
us  and  informed  us  that,  he  as  master  of  the 
vessel  feit  responsible  for  every  individual 
on  board,  passengers  and  crew,  and  that  it, 
was  the  general  wish  of  every  ope  to  leave 
the  island,  and  if  the  remains  of  the  Isa- 
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Bella’s  cargo  was  any  gratification  to  us  for 
relieving  them  it  should  be  at  our  disposal. 
We  informed  him  that  we  felt  it  our  duty 
to  relieve  them  and  we  only  accepted  of  the 


bally  by  him  on  the  following  day  that  in 
consequence  of  our  flag  he  should  consider 
us  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  our  men  ; we 

were  only  allowed  the  privilege  of  a few  rods 

it  would  walk  within  the  limits  of  the  camp  and  that 
in  some  measure  be  a compensation  to  us|on  neutral  ground.  On  the  25lh  INlay  the 
for  having  our  voyage  destroyed  by  the  act  shallop  arrived  and  was  immediately  taken 
we  were  performing,  and  if  permitted,  to  possession  of  by  lieut  D.  Aranda,  the  Aine- 

remain  behind  would  prevent  any  one  from  ricans  on  board  made  prisoners  of  war  and 

benefiting  by  it.  We  consequently  entered  not  allow  ed  any  communication  with  us  on 
into  an  agreement  (which  is  in  possession  of  shore  ; we  were  deprived  on  the  same  day 
lieut.  Win.  I)  Aranda)  to  this  purport : thatjof  our  guns  which  prevented  us  from  pro- 
we  should  receive  for  a compensation  for  curing  any  fresh  provisions  except  what  we 


•emams  of  the  Isabella’s  cargo  as 


our  trouble  and  loss  of  our  voyage  every  ar 
tide  which  belonged  to  the  wreck  (indivi 
dual  property  excepted)  and  their  assistance 
in  securing  the  same,  and  on  the  arrival  of 
the  brig  in  depositing  the  same  on  board  ; 
and  that  the  crew  were  to  consider  them 
selves  under  the  direction  of  the  master  and 
concern  of  the  brig  Nanina  and  to  abide  by 
his  or  their  directions  respecting  their  future 
allowance  of  provisions,  See.  until  their  arri 
val  in  a port  in  North  or  South  America. 
This  agreement  was  signed  by  every  indivi 
dual  remaining  on  the  island  except  sir  II. 
Hayes  and  Samuel  Rrakenvell,  whose  rea 
sons  for  not  signin'*  it  was  not  at  that  time 
known.  On  the  12th  April  the  shallop  sail 
ed  having  on  ho^rd  capt.  Drure  and  family, 
five  marines  ani  . ve  sailors,  with  some  of 
our  own  crew,  the  'alter  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  brig  in  roach,  ess  to  proceed  from 
her  present  situation  U Eagle  Island.  E 
Fanning  and  A.  Hunt  r,  w th  three  of  the 


procured  with  snares,  See.  On  the  15th  of 
June  the  brig  Nanina  arrived  at  Eagle  Island 
at  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  shore. 
A party  of  men  boarded  the  brig  from  a 
boat,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  de- 
manded if  there  were  any  English  on  board  ; 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  imme- 
diately commended  the  securing  of  the  arms 
of  the  Americans  and  the  assistance  of  the 
English.  The  shallop,  before  captured  by 
the  English,  then  came  along  side  (having 
W.  D.  Aranda  commander  of  the  Nancy  oh 
board)  and  towed  the  brig  into  the  harbor 
and  made  the  Americans  on  board  prisoners 
of  war.  The  following  day  V.  Barnard  and 
B Pease  were  ordered  to  get  their  things  on 
deck  arid  were  sent  on  shore  in  the  night, 
where  they  had  to  walk  over  marshy  ground 
for  the  distance  of  six  miles,  and  deprived 
of  their  bedding  for  six  days,  and  no  provi- 
sions allowed  them  for  thirty  six  hours  after 
their  coming  on  shore.  Our  men  (or  some 


shallop’s  crew,  rema  nin  ; <n  the  Island,  of  them)  were  compelled  by  threats  to  work, 
who  on  the  following  day  'w  ih  the  assist  'which  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  prisoners, 
ance  of  those  of  the  Isabella  crew  who  re-junless  in  cases  of  the  greatest  necessity; 
mained)  commenced  saving  the  remains  of  during  this  time  our  trunks  were  broke  open 
the  wreck,  which  inevitably  would  have  been  land  many  articles  of  property  taken  or  des- 


troyed, our  beds  were  publicly  cut  to  pieces 
and  the  feathers  scattered  in  the  air.  Lieut. 
Aranda  observing  that  they  were  public  pro- 
perty ; the  skins  were  cut  to  pieces  by  every 


destroyed  in  the  next  gale  of  wind,  a much 

freater  part  than  what  now  remained  having 
een  destroyed  in  a former.  We  were  thus 
employed  for  several  weeks,  during  which 
time  every  care  was  taken  by  us  that  theirjone  and  no  account  kept  of  any  thing  that 
wants  should  be  supplied  as  far  as  laid  in 'was  taken  from  the  vessel,  but  every  thing 
our  power,  giving  them  abundance  of  provi  jwas  free  plunder;  we  were  kept  within  the 
sions  (geese  which  the  island  afforded)  and  limits  of  the  camp  and  no  fresh  provisions 
salt  which  was  in  the  store,  and  when  there  allowed  us,  and  only  procured  as  above  sta- 
was  a scarcity  of  geese  on  the  island,  one  of|ted.  On  the  19th  of  July  we  were  ordered 
us  with  the  boat’s  crew  procured  them  fromjon  board,  and  before  we  could  get  our  tilings 
the  adjacent  islands,  likewise  a pint  of  wine  in  readiness  our  house  was  broken  down, 
per  day.  We  were  in  this  situation  when  and  we  were  compelled  to  walk  six  miles  in 
lieut.  D.  Aranda  arrived,  who  had  been  sent |the  rain  and  after  getting  on  board  to  sleep 
by  the  British  admiral  or  consul  to  their  as  in  that  situation  on  the  cables  without  bed 


sistance — a^epresentation  of  their  unfortu 
nate  situation  having  been  made  by  lieut. 
London,  who  with  several  others  left  the 
island  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  relief  in 
their  long  boat,  and  was  fortunate  in  reach 
ingthe  continent.  Immediately  on  the  ar- 
rival of  W.  D.  Aranda,  E.  Fanning  and  A 
Hunter  were  put,  under  arrest  and  told  ver 


or  covering  for  two  nights.  The  provisions 
which  we  had  reserved  for  our  use  was  sto- 
len from  us  by  those  who  remained  at  the 
camp,  See.  On  the  27th  July  we  sailed  from 
Eagle  Island,  seven  of  us  were  obliged  with 
our  trunks,  Sec.  to  sleep  in  a small  place  be- 
twixt decks,  while  a large  cabin  was  only 
occupied  by  lieut.  London  and  a prostitute 
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from  port  Jackson,  two  passengers  onboard 
the  late  ship  Isabella.  During  the  passage 
to  this  place  every  assistance  which  laid  in 
our  power  was  given  to  the  officer  on  board 
(Wm  Marsh)  whose  situation  from  the  time 
of  his  taking  charge  was  extremely  unplea- 
sant, being  sent  on  board  without  bed  or 
clothing  which  we  supplied  him  with,  and 
no  chart  or  quadrant  to  navigate  the  vessel 
with,  and  it  was  fortunate  in  our  being  able 
to  supply  him  with  a quadrant  and  books. 
On  the  23d  August  we  arrived  at  Rio  de  Ja 
neiro  where  a representation  was  made  of 
our  situation  to  the  British  consul  and  ad 
iniral. 

Proceedings  of  the  shallop  after  leaving 
Eagle  Island  for  purposes  before  stated.  On 
the  13th  April  we  fell  in  with  a small  boat 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Isabella  which  had 
sailed  from  Eagle  Island  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  if  any  of  the  adjacent  islands 
could  afford  them  relief.  Their  situation 
was  deplorable,  they  themselves  (Mr.  Mati- 
son  and  three  men)  acknowledging  that 
they  could  not  have  survived  one  half  hour 
longer  ; took  them  on  board  and  proceeded 
to  Fox  Bay  on  the  English  Moreland,  from 
thence  to  Arch  Island  harbor.  Being  dis 
commoded  on  board,  eighteen  left  the  shal- 
lop under  the  direction  of  C.  H.  Barnard, 
and  arrived  the  same  day  at  the  brig.  The 
following  day,  C.  H.  Barnard  with  two  men 
returned  on  board  the  shallop  in  order  to 
bring  her  round  the  Moreland  where  they 
arrived  on  board  the  brig  on  the  3d  day  of 
May.  All  hands  then  proceeded  to  get  the 
brig  in  readiness  for  proceeding  to  Eagle 
Island,  accompanied  by  the  shallop.  On 
the  16th  May  the  shallop  sailed  and  on  her 
arrival  a,t  Eagle  Island  was  taken  possession 
of.  On  the  22d  of  May  the  brig  got  under 
way  and  arrived  at  New  Island  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  where  we  experienced  (after- 
wards) continual  gales  of  wind  until  the  1 1th 
of  June,  during  which  time  the  vessel  was 
in  the  greatest  danger,  although  every  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  render  her  safe,  and 
by  general  consent  it  was  concluded  on  re- 
maining there  until  a more  favorable  oppor- 
tunity occurred ; for  as  all  our  hopes  remain- 
ed on  the  preservation  of  the  brig,  we  were 
very  cautious  not  to  run  any  risk.  On  the 
11th,  Charles  H.  Barnard,  witli  a boat’s 
crew,  proceeded  to  Beaver  Island,  about  20 
miles,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  fresh 
provisions  and  wood.  During  their  absence 
of  the  13th  inst  the  English  crew  and  pas- 
sengers of  the  Isabella  demanded  from  capt. 
V.  Barnard,  that  as  the  weather  was  now 
favorable,  the  vessel  should  proceed  to  sea, 
which  he  objected  to  in  consequence  of  the 
boat’s  being  absent;  but  informed  them  if 
they  would  wait  until  the  arrival  of  the  boat 


and  the  weather  should  continue  to  be  favor- 
able, that  they  would  naturally  proceed  on  ; 
they  insisted  they  would  not  wait.  Captain 
Barnard  requested  of  captain  Drure  that  he 
would  use  his  influence  with  the  marines 
and  prevent  them  from  their  proceedings 
and  assured  him  that  as  soon  as  the  boat  re- 
turned the  vessel  should  proceed ; but  capt. 
Drure  refused  to  act  on  the  occasion  not- 
withstanding he  was  one  of  the  principal 
ones  which  requested  the  vessel  should  wait 
a more  favorable  season,  observing  that  he 
had  rather  wait  three  months  than  encoun- 
ter such  a series  of  bad  weather  as  we  had 
met  with.  The  marines  and-  crew  immedi- 
ately commenced  getting  her  in  readiness 
for  sea  and  on  the  following  day  got  under 
way.  B Pease  represented  the  situation  of 
the  vessel  to  capt.  Drure  and  the  risk  she 
would  run  sailing  among  the  Islands  where 
there  was  no  person  acquainted,  and  that  in 
case  they  would  stop  at  Beaver  Island  that 
he  would  act  as  pilot  on  the  occasion.  This 
capt.  Drure  observed  to  the  men  which  they 
agreed  to  comply  with ; but  on  their  arrival 
at  Beaver  Island  they  positively  refused  to 
send  the  boat  on  shore  or  to  admit  the  ves- 
sel coming  at  anchor,  but  after  firing  seve- 
ral guns  proceeded  to  Eagle  Island  where 
they  arrived  on  the  15th  June,  and  was  im- 
mediately taken  possession  of  by  lieut.  Aran- 
da, who  instead  of  immediately  sending  the 
shallop  to  the  relief  of  those  on  Beaver 
Island  as  the  emergency  of  the  case  required, 
employed  her  for  various  other  purposes  un- 
til the  10th  July.  He  then  sent  her  out  un- 
der charge  of  Mr.  Marsh  under  pretence  of 
looking  for  the  boat  and  crew  left  at  Beaver 
Island  ; but  after  agreeing  that  capt.  Pease 
who  was  best  able  to  search  for  them  should 
go  in  her,  she  was  sent  off  with  no  Ameri- 
can on  board,  but  one  foremast  hand.  She 
was  absent  three  days  in  the  whole,  and  ne- 
ver went  either  to  New  Island  (where  he 
parted  with  the  brig)  or  to  Beaver  Island 
where  he  was  when  the  brig  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  English — the  only  two 
places  where  it  was  at  all  probable  they 
could  be  found,  which  in  the  present  case 
was  as  destitute  of  the  common  feelings  of 
humanity  as  it  was  contrary  to  common 
sense,  and  we  think  that  no  further  search 
ever  had  been  made  for  them,  as  on  the  27th 
of  July  we  sailed  leaving  the  brig  Nancy 
unmoored  and  in  apparent  readiness  for 
sailing. 

Wherefore  these  deponents  do  hereby  so- 
lemnly protest  against  Robert  Drure,  cap- 
tain in  the  73d  regiment,  his  lady  and  two 

children,  Miss  Spencer,  passenger,  

Matison,  John  Babtist,  Joseph  Ellis,  Wil- 
liam Roberts,  John  Hubbard,  Johnson, 

Huse  and  wife,  Robert  Andrew  and 
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William  Ray,  for  having  forcibly  taken  pos- 
session of  said  brig  Nanina  while  laying  at 
anchor  at  New  Island,  one  of  the  Falk  lands, 
and  removing  her  thence  to  Eagle  Island, 
against  the  consent  of  her  officers  and  crew ; 
as  also  against  Wm.  D.  Aranda,  commander  j 
of  his  majesty’s  brig  Nancy,  for  capturing  j 
and  keeping  possession  of  said  b'-ig  Nanina] 
after  her  having  arrived  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  Eagle  Island  ; and  also  against  said 
Wm.  D.  Aranda  for  landing  on  Eagle  Island 
and  there  seizing  and  putting  under  military 
arrest,  the  persons  of  E.  Fanning,  A.  Hun 
ter,  Wm.  Montgomery,  Charles  Lot  and 
James  Tolever,  and  for  afterwards  sending 
them  to  this  port  as  prisoners.  And  against 
Wm.  Marsh  pretending  to  act  as  prize  mas 
ter  on  board  said  brig.  And  against  all 
and  every  person  concerned  in  the  capture 
and  detention  of  said  brig,  her  officers  and 
crew.  And  the  said  appearers  also  protest 
against  all  and  every  person  whom  it  does 
or  may  concern,  and  do  declare  that  all  da- 
mages, losses  and  detriments  that  have  hap 
pened  to  said  brig  and  the  goods  of  her  lad 
ing  from  winds,  waves  or  capture,  are  and 
ought  to  be  borne  by  the  merchants  and 
freighters  interested,  or  whomsoever  else  it 
may  or  does  concern,  the  same  having  oc- 
curred as  before  stated,  and  not  by  and 
through  the  influency  of  said  brig,  or  neg- 
lect of  said  appearers,  officers  or  crew. 

(Signed) 

VALENTINE  BARNARD, 
ANDREW  HUNTER, 
BARZILLAI  PEASE, 
EDMUND  FANNING. 

Signed,  sworn  or  affirmed  to  in  my  pre- 
sence; in  testimony  whereof  I have 
hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and 
affixed  the  consular  seal  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  at  this  city  of  Rio 
(l.  s.)  de  Janeiro,  this  sixth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  1813,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the 
thirty -eighth. 

Signed,  PHILIP  RUTTER, 

Acting  commercial  agent 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America , 
Rio  de  Janeiro. 

I,  Philip  Rutter,  acting  commercial  agent 
fir  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
prt  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a true  and  exact  copy 
of  an  original  protest  as  recorded  in  this 
consulate. 

briven  under  my  hand  and  the  consular 
sea  of  the  United  States  of  America,  this 
fift\  day  of  October,  1813. 

PHILIP  RUTTER, 

1 Acting  commercial  agent. 


Si  i 

British  Consistency. 

From  the  Democratic  Press. 

In  the  Emporium  of  Arts  and  Sciences  for 
December  1813,  (conducted  by  Thomas 
Cooper,  Esq.  professor  of  Chemistry,  Mine- 
ralogy, <Scc.  in  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania :)  is  published  a dissertation  on 
political  economy  by  Dr.  E.  Bollman,  main- 
taining the  superior  advantages  of  foreign 
commerce  to  the  home  trade,  and  which 
certainly  displays  a great  deal  of  ingenuity 
— In  the  course  of  it,  Dr.  B.  adverting  to, 
and  differing  from  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Mr.  C.  that  “ foreign  commerce  is  a produc- 
tive cause  of  all  modern  wars”  makes  the 
query  “ but  is  it  true  ?”  to  which  Mr.  C. 
answers  in  a note,  and  states  the  following 
singular  circumstance. 

“ I think  it  is.  Look  through  the  history 
“ of  the  European  wars,  particularly  those 
“ of  England,  and  it  will  be  found  so.  It  is 
“not  a little  singular  that  in  1738,  the  king, 
“the  lords,  the  commons,  and  the  British 
“ people  were  actually  outrageous  in  support 
“of  the  principle  that  free  ships  make 
“free  goods.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  could 
“ not  withstand  the  torrent ; one  of  the  most 
“ efficient  causes  of  his  ultimate  dismissal, 
“ was,  that  he  did  not  take  care  to  insert 
“ this  principle  as  a national  right , in  his 
“ convention  at  PARDO;  a right,  in  de- 
fence of  which,  the  British  nation  actually 
“ went  to  war  with  Spain  in  1739.  Flags 
“ were  displayed , and  cockades  worn  in  al- 
“ most  every  town  of  the  kingdom , with 
“ mottos  such  as  FREE  TRADE,  NO 
“ SEARCH.  Tempora  mutantur.  T.  C.” 

Dr.  Smollet  in  his  continuation  of  Hume’s 
history,  vol.  3,  ch.  6,  p.  16,  17,  21,  states 
that  when  the  convention  concluded  at  Pardo 
on  the  14th  January,  1738,  was  published 
for  the  information  of  the  people,  divers 
merchants,  planters,  and  others  trading  to 
America,  the  cities  of  London  and  Bristol* 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  the  owners 
of  sundry  ships  which  had  been  seized  by 
the  Spaniards,  offered  petitions  against  the 
convention,  by  which  the  subjects  of  Spain 
were  so  far  from  giving  up  their  groundless 
and  unjustifiable  practice  of  visiting  and 
searching  British  ships , sailing  to  and  from 
the  British  plantations,  that  they  appeared 
to  have  claimed  the  power  of  doing  it  as  a 
right : for  they  insisted  that  the  difference? 
which  had  arisen  concerning  it  should  be 
referred  to  plenipotentiaries,  to  be  discussed 
by  them  without  even  agreeing  to  abstain 
from  such  visitation  and  sear  ch , during  the 
time  that  the  discussion  of  this  affair  might 
last.  They  therefore  prayed  that  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  al- 
lowed to  represent  the  great  importance  of 
the  British  trade  to  and  from  th$  plantations 
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in  America;  the  clear  indisputable  right 
•which,  they  had  to  enjoy  it , without  being 
stopped , visited , or  searched , by  the  Span - 
iards  on  any  pretence  whatsoever ; and  the 
certain  inevitable  destruction  of  all  the 
riches  and  strength  derived  to  Great  Britain 
from  that  trade,  if  a search  of  British  ships 
sailing  to  and  from  their  own  plantations 
should  be  tolerated  upoi?  any  prbtext,  or 
UNDER  ANY  RESTRICTIONS,  Ol*  CVCn  if  the 

freedom  of  this  navigation  should  continue 
much  longer  in  a state  of  uncertainty. 

Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  Chatham,  “ de 
claimed  against  the  convention  as  insecure, 
unsatisfactory,  and  dishonorable  to  Great 
Britain.  He  said  the  great  national  ob- 
jection, the  searching  of  British  ships,  was 
not  omitted,  indeed,  in  the  preamble ; but 
stood  there  as  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as 
the  strongest  evidence  of  the  fatal  submission 
that  followed ; on  the  part  of  Spain,  an  usur- 
pation, an  inhuman  tyranny  claimed  and 
exercised  over  the  American  seas.  On  the 
part  of  England,  an  undoubted  right  by  trea- 
ties, and  from  God  and  nature,  declared 
and  asserted  in  the  resolutions  of  parliament, 
were  now  referred  to  the  discussion  of  ple- 
nipotentiaries, upon  one  the  same  equal  foot. 
This  undoubted,  right  was  to  be  discussed 
and  regulated  ; and  if  to  regulate  be  to  pre- 
scribe rules,  as  in  all  construction  it  is,  that 
right  was,  by  the  express  words  of  the  con- 
vention, to  be  given  up  and  sacrificed  ; for 
it  must  cease  to  be  any  thing  from  the  mo- 
ment it  is  submitted  to  limitation” — and  Mr. 
Lyttleton  affirmed,  that  “ if  the  ministers 
had  proceeded  conformably  to  the  intentions 
of  parliament,  they  would  either  have  acted 
with  vigor,  or  have  obtained  a real  security 
in  an  express  acknowledgment  of  our  right 
not  to  be  searched , as  a preliminary,  sine 
qua  non , to  our  treating  at  all.  Instead  of 
which  they  referred  it  to  plenipotentiaries. 
Would  you,  sir,  (said  he)  &c.” 

And  it  will  be  recollected  (as  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Cooper)  that  when  Russia  proposed  the 
armed  neutrality , that  free  ships,  free  goods, 
was  then  adopted  as  a principle  of  maritime 
law  by  every  maritime  nation  of  Europe  ex- 
cept Great  Britain.  K. 


Inland  Navigation. 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities with  the  Creek.  Indians,  gen.  Pink- 
ney, aware  of  the  difficulty  of  supplying  the 
troops  when  they  had  penetrated  some  dis- 
tance into  the  nation,  determined  to  attempt 
the  navigation  of  the  Chatahooche,  which 
has  succeeded  beyond  expectation.  Much 
praise,  we  understand,  is  due  to  major 
Bourke,  to  whom  the  execution  of  this  lau- 
dable enterprize  was  confided,  for  the  zeal 
and  ability  with  which  he  discharged  his  duty. 


Great  benefit  will  result  to  our  country 
at  large  from  this  measure.  Besides  ensur- 
ing to  the  army  a regular  supply  of  provi- 
sions, near  a hundred  miles  of  land  tranpor- 
tation  will  be  saved.  Nor  is  this  ail — It  will 
open  a safe  and  direct  communication  with 
New-Orleans,  which,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, is  of  no  little  consequence.  Sugar 
can  at  this  time  be  purchased  in  New-Orleans 
for  about  eight  dollars  a hundred,  brought 
through  lake  Ponchartrain  and  up  the  Ala- 
bama to  the  junction  of  the  Coosa  and  Tal- 
lapoosa for  less  than  two — thence  along  a 
firm  and  level  road  of  sixty  miles  across  to 
the  fails  of  the  Chatahooche,  and  up  that 
river  to  within  a few  miles  of  a large  portion 
of  our  frontier,  for  a trilling  expense.  Esti- 
mating the  whole  cost  at  fifteen  dollars  a 
hundred,  it  will  be  nearly  one  half  less  than 
the  selling  price  cf  sugar  in  most  of  our  sea 
port  towns.  In  time  of  peace,  the  prospect 
is  equally  flattering.  We  shall  then  have 
free  access  to  the  trade  of  the  gulpli  of  Mexi- 
co, and  can  give  our  superfluities  in  exchange 
for  the  West-India  productions,  which,  from 
long  habit,  have  in  a measure  become  ne- 
cessaries of  life. 

Captain  Garrison,  whose  journal  we  sub- 
join, is  of  opinion  the  Chatahooche  can  be 
navigated  with  much  ease  by  keel  boats  40 
or  50  feet  long  and  5 wide,  carrying  about  50 
barrels  of  flour-— and  two  of  his  boatmen 
acquainted  with  the  navigation -of  the  Savan- 
nah river  from  Petersburg  to  Augusta,  think 
the  Chatahooche  is  preferable.  Several 
boats  upon  the  above  construction,  we  learn, 
will  be  built  by  government  with  as  little 
dela}7  as  possible. 

Extract  from  Capt.  Garrisons  Journal  of 
a trip  dozen  the  Chatahooclee. 

‘ Left  Floydville,  near  the  Cherokee  boun- 
dary line,  2d  February — sprung  a leak  and 
put  to  shore,  compelled  partly  to  unload — 
rc-loaded  on  the  4th  and  proceeded  tvvt 
miles  to  the  entrance  of  a large  creek — pas- 
sed Deep  creek  two  miles  on  the  west  side, 
and  two  miles  lower  down  Poplar  creek  oi 
the  east  side— here  the  river  is  deep  ani 
handsome — four  miles  from  this  are  the  Sy- 
camore Islands,  where  a number  of  beaui- 
ful  creeks  enter  on  both  sides — Pinkne' s 
river,  a handsome  stream,  enters  eight  mies 
below — Sandy  river  six,  on  the  west  sde 
opposite  Beach  Island — eight  miles  lover 
down  a number  of  good  streams  entfl — 
the  river  handsome  and  navigable  for  b>ats 
drawing  not  more  than  three  feet  wattf*. 
Put  off  at  sunrise  on  the  5th — came  right 
miles  to  a shoal  near  two  in  length,  bu'  not 
difficult — three  miles  below  Hickory  reck 
comes  in — there  is  a shoal  at  the  Four  Hands 
12  miles  lower  down,  but  not  dangerous, 
from  which  we  encamped  throe  miles  Put 
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off  early  on  the  6th — after  going  five  miles 
passed  Fincy  Log  creek,  a large  and  beauti 
fill  stream — arrived  at  the  three  Big  Islands, 
twelve  miles,  where  there  is  a shoal  some- 
what difficult — encamped  two  miles  below 
at  a small  shoal.  Put  off  the  7th  at  sun-rise 
— passed  a trifling  shoal  about  four  miles — 
there  are  several  little  shoals  on  the  west 
side,  five  miles  lower  down,  but  they  do  not 
materially  affect  the  navigation — came  six 
miles  to  a shoal,  a little  below  which  stands 
an  Indian  village,  now  evacuated — thirteen 
miles  below  passed  a large  cultivated  island, 
inhabited  hy  Cowetau  Indians;  the  river 
shoally  ; proceeded  three  miles  and  encamp- 
ed. Put  off  early  on  the  8th;  passed  A- 
dams’s  river,  [Ho,ith  li,te,gau]  a handsome 
stream,  22  miles,  encamped  three  miles  be 
low  at  the  Burnt  Village,  where  general 
Adams’s  detachment  crossed  in  their  late 
expedition  against  the  Oakfuskees.  Put  off 
early  on  the  9th ; the  river  being  shoally 
and  the  wind  high,  we  encamped,  having 
gone  only  ten  miles.  10th,  came  18  miles 
through  a shoally  and  difficult  river  inter- 
spersed with  islands.  11th,  came  six  miies, 
when  we  found  ourselves  at  the  head  of 
high  and  dangerous  falls,  by  Indian  compu- 
tation ten  miles  long.’ 

It  is  contemplated,  we  believe,  shortly  to 
remove  Fort  Mitchell  which  stands  near  the 
foot  of  the  Chatahooehe  Falls,  to  the  head 
of  them  ; where  a strong  work  will  be  erect- 
ed, and  the  principal  depot  for  provisions 
established.  The  Federal  read  will  like- 
wise be  altered  to  pass  that  way. 

[Georgia  Journal. 


Bio  Bone  Cave. 

A description  of  the  BIG  BONE)  CAVE , in  White 
county , Tennessee , by  II.  T.  JWaddax,  esq.  in  a 
letter  to  a friend. 

Dear  Sir — On  my  way  to  this  place,  I 
was  arrested  by  curiosity  to  visit  the  Big 
Bone  Cave.  The  road  leading  to  it,  termi- 
nates in  the  angle  of  two  mountains,  forming, 
as  it  were,  the  foot  and  ancle  of  the  great 
Cumberland  range;  in  the  ancle  of  which 
yawns  the  mouth  of  this  hideous  cavern. 
The  aperture  is  a semicircle,  whose  semi- 
diameter is  about  fifteen  feet.  The  sun  was 
declining  in  the  west,  and  his  rays  bore  in 
a direct  line  against  the  mouth  of  the  ca- 
vern, intermixing  light  and  darkness  with 
such  hideous  perplexity,  as  to  leave  the  mind 
in  doubt,  which  of  the  two  to  adopt.  At 
the  same  time  that  there  is  issued  from  its 
mouth  a column  of  smoke,  occasioned  by 
the  burning  of  torches  within,  which  gave 
to  the  whole  an  appearance  that  seemed  to 
realize  the  most  exaggerated  picture  of  the 
infernal yegions  ! While  a smutty  crew,  in 
tatters,  resembling  nothing;  but  devils  i near- 
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nate,  bi  re  in  black  tacks,  the  nitre  and  bitu- 
men which  seemed  to  constitute  the  horrors 
of  the  place. 

As  the  sensations  excited  by  these  appear- 
ances, were  only  ebullitions  of  the  moment, 
and  believing  that  where  there  was  so  much 
to  astonish  without,,  there  might  be  some- 
thing to  admire  within,  1 determined  to  ex- 
plore the  cave.  I therefore  employed  a 
guide,  changed  my  clothes,  procured  torches, 
and  entered  the  cavern 

The  passage  from  the  entrance  is  a ser- 
pentine grotto ; sometimes  20,  sometimes 
50,  and  sometimes  not  5 feet  in  altitude. — 
After  traversing  this  grotto  for  several  hun- 
dred yards,  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
several  new  apartments;  some  to  the  right, 
some  to  the  left  ; now  turning  at  right  an- 
gles, then  obliquely,  till  we  were  lost  in  the 
labyrinths  which  a faint  torch,  and  the  va- 
rious windings  of  the  alleys,  produced  in 
this  darksome  abode. 

We  now  had  proceeded  beyond  the  atmos- 
phere of  smoke,  occasioned  by  the  burning 
of  torches  employed  to  light  the  workmen. 
Till  now,  the  sooty  w’alls  and  ceiling  cf  the 
apartments,  had  exhibited  the  most  dismal 
and  lugubrious  appearance.  The  cautious 
wanderer  hearing  nothing  but  the  indistinct 
echoes  of  hammers  and  pick-axes,  dying 
upon  the  ear,  with  most  appalling  sounds, 
and  seeing  at  intervals,  the  flame  of  toiches, 
followed  by  men  in  the  shape  of  devils,  was 
easily  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  the 
place  was  inhabited  by  a thousand  fabled 
Cyclops,  occupied  with  their  bellow’s  and 
forges  in  fabricating  thunder  ! 

But  the  whole  appearance  is  now  charged. 
We  have  ascended  by' means  of  a ladder  into 
an  upper  suit  of  apartments ; where  the 
glassy  smoothness  of  the  ceiling,  and  the  or- 
namented incrustrations  of  the  w alls,  seemed 
to  render  “ darkness  visible.”  This  was  the- 
most  spacious  and  beautiful  apartment  we 
had  yet  visited.  The  lower  surface,  though 
of  clay,  is  smooth  and  even  ; the  form  is 
oval  terminating  in  a narrow  passage  at  each 
end;  the  walls  beautifully  enamelled  with 
petrified  salts,  with  here  and  there,  project- 
ing spars  with  various  crystalized  substances. 
The  ceiling  is  concave,  wilh  a surface  so 
smooth  and  glassy  that  the  reflection  of  the 
light  from  cur  toiches  gave  it  the  appearance 
of  the  starry  firmament.  On  cr.e  side  cf  the 
apartment,  I discovered  a small  aperture, 
that  led  by  a giacual  ascent,  in  the  figure  of 
a stair  case,  to  more  than  half  the  height  of 
the  rooms.  From  this  position  I had  a more 
[ample  view  of  the  concave  above,  and  the 
| colonnade  below  ilsir.g  in  pillars,  which  his- 
I cover  their  semi-tiiametcis  in  ti  e sides 
I the  wall,  and  leaching  to  the  ceilin0*  as 
to  surpf  1 1 t he  i rot. 
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When  I descended  to  the  lower  surface,  j called  it  Mechaseba,  or  leather  of  Waters— 
and  surveyed  the  magnificent  beauty  of  the  A name,  which  at  once  conveys  to  the  mind 
surrounding  walls,  the  sublimity  of  the  spa-  j an  idea  of  the  mighty  flood,  and  the  simpli- 
eious  concave  above,  constructed  with  so  j city  of  its  description.  Its  length  is  between 
much  regularity  and  order,  as  if  nature  had  I three  and  four  thousand  miles,  meandering 
sought  in  this  subterraneous  abode,  to  mock  (through  one  of  the  richest  and  mostdelight- 
the  work  of  art,  it  was  impossible  to  resist  jful  countries  in  the  world.  The  tract  of 
the  feelings  which  the  objects  around  me  j country  embraced  by  this  mighty  river,  and 
naturally  inspired! — Every  thing  was  won- jits  tributary  streams,  contains  nearly  a mil- 
’ “ " ’ "*  ’ ’ * lion  of  square  miles.  They  interlock  with 

the  waters  of  the  Potomack  in  the  east,  with 
the  lakes  in  the  north,  and  those  of  the  Rio 
del  Nord  in  the  west.  From  its  confluence 
with  the  ocean,  a man  of  war  can  ascend  it 
one  thousand  miles — yet  its  mouth  is  so 
guarded  by  bars,  that  a vessel  drawing 
more  than  fourteen  feet  water,  cannot  pass  it 
without  lightening.  It  is  the  high  sea  of 
the  western  world — and  bears  on  its  bosom 
the  product  of  the  most  varied  and  favored 
climates.  Transporting  commercially,  the 
the  sugar,  rice,  eotton  and  indigo  of  Louisi- 
ana ; salt,  iron  and  lead  of  Ohio,  and  the 


derfully  beautiful,  and  awfully  sublime  ! — 
But  the  idea  of  being  three  miles  undev 
ground,  filled  the  mind  at  once  with  terror 
and  apprehension. 

My  guide  now  informed  me,  that  in  this 
apartment  had  been  found  bones  of  a re 
markable  size  and  figure*  He  said,  they  had 
dug  up  the  talon  of  a Lion,  13  inches  long; 
the  hoof  of  an  Elephant ; the  ribs  of  the 
Mammoth  ; and  the  skull  of  a Giant  ; but 
that  they  were  all  destroyed.  He  showed 
me  a fishing  net  made  of  bark  silk,  and  a 
moccason  of  the  same  materials,  both  per 
fectly*  sound. 

This  cave  is  incomparably  the  largest  and 
most  complete  yet  explored  in  America. — 
Madison’s  cave,  as  described  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, extends  only  three  hundred  feet  under 
ground.  Whereas,  the  Big  Bone  Cave  ex- 
tends in  its  meanders,  several  miles  ! The 
sides  of  the  various  vaults  are  of  solid  lime- 
stone. The  earth  consists  of  nitre,  salts, 
and  copperas.  In  many  parts  of  the  cavern 
issues  strong  currents  of  air,  which  seem  to 


north  western  territories;  flour  and  distilled 
spirits  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  ; and 
live  stock  and  bacon  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

For  two  thousand  miles  from  its  mouth* 
its  average  width  is  three-quarters  of  a mile, 
and  its  depth  above  thirty  fathom.  For  half 
this  distance,  the  banks  are  low,  and  liable 
to  be  overflown  at  its  periodical  flood.  But 
this  evil  has  been  counteracted  by  the  indus- 


be  the  effect  of  water,  forcing  itself  through  try  of  its  inhabitants,  who  have  constructed 


rniall  aqueducts  ; or  it  may  be  driven  by  the 
pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  through  some 
orifice  in  the  ton  of  the  mountain. 

The  whole  crust  of  the  rock,  forming  the 
cave  is  full  of  cells  and  avenues,  covering 
about  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  not  a hun- 
dredth part  of  which  has  been  explored,  and 
of  that  not  a hundredth  part  of  its  riches 
are  yet  exhausted. 

When  the  bowels  of  these  subterraneous 
vaults  shall  be  no  longer  able  to  yield  their 
riches  to  gratify  the  avarice  and  cupidity  of 
insatiated  men,  the  cave  will  then  become 
the  abode  of  its  original  inhabitants,  and 
may  one  day  become  as  famous  for  ghosts 
and  spectres,  as  the  celebrated  cave  of  An- 
tiparos. 

This  cave  is  the  property  of  Major  John 
A.  Wilson,  of  M’Minville — It  emHoys  at 
present  about  one  hundred  workmen,  who 
manufacture  five  hundred  pounds  of  nitre 
per  day. 

August  17,  1813. 


Description  of  the  Mississippi, 

By  D.  T.  Madox,  Esq. 

The  Mississippi  is  the  Nile  of  America 
The- aborigines  who  resided  on  its  banks, 


artificial  banks  or  levees,  of  sufficient  height 
to  keep  the  water  within  its  channel.  These 
afford  an  agreeable  walk  in  the  morning 
and  evening,  while  the  sun  is  below  the  ho- 
rizon. Here  you  behold  on  the  one  hand, 
boats,  barges  and  batteaux,  wafting  the  va- 
ried produce  of  the  upper  countries  on  the 
bosom  of  this  mighty  flood,  to  the  great 
mart  at  New-Orleans,  or  meandering 
through  its  hundred  mouths  to  the  ocean. — 
While  on  the  other  hand,  the  eye  is  caught, 
and  agreeably  entertained  with  the  prospect 
of  well  cultivated  fields  of  cotton,  sugar, 
rice  and  indigo,  till  the  view  is  lost  or  inter- 
cepted by  the  towering  cypress,  that  rise* 
majestically  behind,  beautifully  decorated 
with  moss  that  hangs  in  festoons  from  its 
bobghs,  and  interspersed  with  underwood 
and  cane. 

Where  active  fancy  travels  beyond  sense, 
“And  pictures  things  unseen — ” 

The  tillable  lands  on  cither  side  of  the 
river,,  extend  from  one  half  to  three  quarters 
I of  a mile.  The  farms  occupy  generally 
from  five  to  ten  acres  front,  and  from  forty 
to  eighty  in  depih;  the  whole  settlement 
exhibiting  the  appearance  of  one  continued 
village,  with  the  river  for  the  main  street. 
Thus  far,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  every 
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tiling  is  pleasant,  every  thing  is  beautiful. Iwhicl 
But  should  you  attempt  to  penetrate  beyond  amon 
this  scenery,  you  are  immediately  lost  in  a 
labyrinth  of  lakes  and  bays,  and  in  danger 
every  moment  of  being  swaliowed  up  by 

alligators,  that  lie  concealed  to  catch  thelsensations  in  a heart,  that  dcngnts  m con- 
un.vary  traveller  as.  lie  passes.  templatiiig  majestic  eminences  and  extensive 

The  annual  inundation  of  the  Mississippi, 'plains, 
its  soil  and  climate,  and  particularly  its  gran-]  The  route  i pursued,  led  through  the 


h lies  immediately  above  them,  were 
ig  the  motives  tnat  prompted  me  in 
this  excursion.  A thousand  objects  fell  un- 
der my  eyes,  to  interest  the  votaristof  natu 
ral  curiosities,  and  excite  the  most  grateful 


deur,  are  characteristics  which  assimilate  it! 
to  the  Nile  of  Egypt.  And  like  the  Nile! 
loo,  canine  madness,  which  infests  every! 


other,  eountrv,  is  unknown  on  the  Mississip- 


pi ain  in  which  Bullitt  s Old  Lick  is  situated. 
I have  heard  a variety  of  interesting  anec- 
dotes, relative  to  the  enterprises  of  early 
adventurers  in  the  country  of  which  this 


pi.  W nether  it  is  owing  to  the  atmosphere,.  |ace  wag  „|e  sceiie,  when ‘every  species  of 
or  to  any  property  in  the  water,  has  notwild  animal  known  ln  this  state,  the  rude 
yet  been  determined.  It  to  the  latter,  might:and  bloodv  savage  and  civiiized  men>  fol.m. 


serve  as  a cure  P 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the 


of  St. 


scene  like  this!  This  lick 
was  the  great  point  of  concentration  of  the 
. . . , ibuffaloe,  the  elk,  the  deer,  and  the  interest- 

sippi-that  it  is  approximating  to  the  east,  ; varicty  of  animals,  that  resort  to  salt 
and  that  it  may  one  day  discharge  itself  into  ri  as  one  at  g0UPCe  of  their  nutri_ 
the  Atlantic  at  the  mouth  of  the  St  Mary’s.  ment  and  healt&h.  And  here  too  the  bo]d 
It  so,  all  the  country  between  it  and  the  Rio  the  ha,.d  aI)dear1v  adventurer,  taught  by 
Mexicano  has  been  alternately  its  oed  and^be  wily  savage,  would  lay  in  ambush,  and 
margin,  however  this  be  it  is  remarkaoie,  deal  death  to  the  animalj  outof  several  hun. 
that  the  lands  on  the  south  west  ot  the  nverjdred  that  might  be  the  choice  of  his  taste, 
are  considerably  lower  and  appear  to  be  o;,Tbe  ;oy  of  the  bulfaloe,  upon  their  arrival 
more  recent  growth,  than  those  ol  the  north-  at  this  gpot>  ,T1S  evidently  manifested  by  the 
cast,  rho  facility  with  which  new  lands  are  cerem  of  rolling  and  a thousand  aukward 
formed  at.  its  mouth  by  the  deposite  of  allu-!gambo|g  that  at  once  contributed  totheplav- 
sumption,  that  it  will  ful  fro!ics  of 

an  almost  innumerable  herd, 
near  an(j  afforded  amusement  to  the  lurking  hun- 
ter.  The  danger  of  the  hunter  while  in  this 
bile  will  become  one  of  its  tributary  waters ; situation  was  twofold;  for  if  his  piece  was 
forming  a country  m tne  angle  of  these  discharged  when  upon  the  ground,  his  life 
mighty  rivers,  fit  for  the  habitation  ot  man,  was  instantly  threatened,  by  a most  violent 


vian,  favors  the  presumption 
one  day  intersect  the  Gulph  Stream 
the  Florida  Point.  And  in  that  case 


which  is  now  inhabited  only  by  the  monsters 
of  the  deep. 


Western  Scenery. 

PROM  the  BAUDS'l'OWfN  (KY.)  REPOSITORY. 

To  the  Editor. 

By  giving  the  annexed  extract  of  a letter 
a place  in  your  paper,  you  will  enable  me 
to  redeem  a pledge  which  I some  time  since 
made  the  public,  to  prevail  upon  the  author 
of  one  side  of  an  interesting  correspondence, 
to  submit  particular  parts  of  that  correspon 
deuce  to  public  inspection.  The  subject  of 
the  present  letter  will  perhaps  interest  that 
part  of  your  readers  who  derive  pleasure 
from  delineations  of  rural  scenery,  and  the 
more  interesting  subjects  of  natural  philoso- 
phy. 

Extract — A few  days  since,  to  relieve  the 
c ;mtii  of  close  study,  I determined  on  taking 
a tour  through  the  adjoining  county,  which 
lies  west  of  Bardstown.  A partial  survey 


and  dreadful  dispersion  of  the  bulfaloe  in 
every  direction,  who,  under  the  alarm,  would 
blindly  overwhelm  every  thing  before  them, 
and  continue  running  for  miles  ; while  the 
sly  and  wary  Indian,  seeking  the  death  of 
the  white  man  with  as  much  cruelty,  as  he 
sought  game  with  cunning  and  avidity,  re- 
sorted to  the  same  spot,  and  would  spend 
days  and  nights  in  anxious  and  ceaseless 
search.  From  this  latter  cause  of  danger, 
the  utmost  ingenuity  of  the  hunter  could  not 
secure  him  ; while  from  the  former  he  sought 
refuge  by  climbing  a tree,  and  securely  rest- 
ing on  its  branches.  Carniverous  animals 
of  every  kind  would  follow  the  hunter,  as 
the  provider  of  their  sustenance,  wait  upon 
him  in  hungry  expectation,  and  prey  upon 
the  offall  of  the  animals  which  he  killed. — 
The  horror  and  dangers  of  this  scene  were 
much  increased  by  the  midnight  bowlings 
and  voracious  appetite  of  these  “ hunger- 
smitten  lords  of  the  desart,”  who  would  rend 


of  an  immense  range  of  hills,  which  are;the  air  with  the  most  piercing  and  frightful 
called  knobs,  arid  of  the  face  of  the  country 'veils,  and  attack  man  himself  with  the  fierce- 
Sup.  Voifc  Y.  V 
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ness  of  tygers,  when  severely  pinched  by 
starvation. 

The  ground  about  the  lick  exhibits  a luxu 
rious  and  interesting  appearance.  The  sur 


tivity.  This  towering  eminence  has  taken 
its  name  from  this  occurrence,  ana  is  known 
in  every  part  of  the  state,  as  “ Cahey's  knob” 
The  observations  of  the  Indians  from  this 


face  is  very  uneven,  from  the  circumstance,  point  enabled  them  to  perceive  the  nume- 

I suppose,  of  the  visitation  and  licking  of  buf  I rous  wells  that  were  dispersed  through  the 
i*  r-  _ i*  j i i*:  _ i F . 


faloe,  &c.  for  some  thousand  years  past. — 
This  opinion  I suggested  to  my  comrade, 
wiio,  b ing  rather  more  sceptical  than  my- 


lick.  The  apprehension  of  falling  into  these 
wells  was  the  only  consideration,  that  res- 
trained them  from  attacking  the  inhabitants 


self,  did  not  honor  me  with  an  entire  con-  in  the  night,  and  producing  an  entire  slaugh- 

/in  uv  , S ^ .V*  n ^ r.  i /l  /V  M f T-»  r\  1-  f l-v  1 rt  Vl  rt  /«  t f ^ h ^ m i rt-  /v  /i  *■  l,  . _ _ 1.  _ I 


ter  of  them.  This  suggestion  has  been  made 
by  an  intelligent  Indian,  who  has  visited  the 
settlement  since  peace  was  established. 

As  you  emerge  from  this  plain,  in  ascend- 
ing these  “ Alpine  heights,”  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  interesting  landscapes  opens 
upon  the  view,  that  ever  afforded  pleasure 
to  the  sight  of  a human  being.  When  you 
attain  the  utmost  summit  of  the  “ cloud  oapt 
hill,”  your  vision,  from  being  unobstructed 
by  any  intervening  object,  is  free  to  pene- 
trate to  that  limit,  in  which  the  green  foliage 
of  nature  blends  with  the  cerulian  blue,  and 
forms  a spectacle  at  once  brilliant  and  sub- 
lime. Here  and  there  tail  trees  are  to  be 
discerned,  which  have  lifted  their  proud 
heads  above  their  competitors,  and  wave 
their  branches  in  triumphant  majesty  as  the 
kings  of  the  forest.  These  stately  and  ma- 
in converting  the  water  of  this  important! jestic  trees,  together  with  slight  eminences 
lick  into  this  useful  article  of  human  and, beautifully  dispersed  upon  the  plain,  give 
animal  life.  In  the  momentous  work,  thej  to  the  whole  prospect  a charming  diversity, 
tall  oak  which  adorned  the  neighboring  that  fires  the  imagination  with  celestial  rap- 
hills,  and  covered  the  deep  plain,  has  been  ture,  and  transports  the  soul  beyond  the 
wrested  from  the  forest  and  made  subservi-  power  of  expression. 

ent  to  the  purposes  of  public  utility.  All  This  range  of  mountains  is  several  hundred 

nature  droops  and  pines  under  the  destruc-  miles  in  extent,  passes  about  three  miles  be- 
tive  influence  of  human  art ; for  now,  here  low  Louisville,  and  is  supposed  to  have  once 
and  there  is  only  to  be  seen  a tall  and  soli-  formed  the  shore  of  a vast  lake  which  cover- 
tary pine,  that  nods  to  every  gale,  mingles  ea  the  fertile  plains  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  &c 
its  sorrows  with  every  passing  breeze,  and  If  I recollect  right,  philosophic  mention  has 
seems  to  mourn  over  this  barren  waste,  striptbeen  made  of  these  matters,  by  the  celebra- 
of  its  gay  attire.  ted  Volney,  who  travelled  through  the  wes- 

This  place,  when  even  in  its  state  of  most  j tern  country  some  years  since.  He  suggests 
flourishing  prosperity,  was  frequently  visited  j that  the  whole  tract  of  country  which  liea 
by  the  murderous  savage,  for  the  purpose  of;  above  this  range  of  mountains,  as  high  up  as 


cu  rence.  But  if  we  consider  that  this  has 
been  a place  of  resort  for  wild  beasts  from 
time  immemorial,  that  every  one,  wvhilst 
gratifying  its  appetite  by  consuming  some 
of  the  saline  clay,  must  have  borne  off  much 
more  soil  than  it  brought  in,  we  cannot  for 
a moment  entertain  a doubt  that  the  depres- 
sions and  prominences  which  make  the  sur 
face  of  the  ground,  have  been  occasioned  in 
the  way  that  I have  suggested. 

But  this  spot,  so  long  the  exclusive  pos 
session  of  the  wild  animal  and  the  untutored 
savage  was  soon  wrested  from  its  original 
proprietors  by  civilized  man,  reclaimed  from 
the  wilderness,  and  made  the  seat  of  wealth 
and  industry,  j oy  and  plenty.  For  a number 
of  years  past,  the  supply  of  salt  requisite  for 
the  consumption  of  a great  part  of  this  state, 
was  the  effect  of  human  labor,  employed 


committing  depredations  and  killing  the  m 
habitants.  There  is  a knob  that  rises  im 
mediately  on  one  side  of  the  lick,  to  an  al 
most  immeasurable  height,  upon  which  they 
would  securely  assemble  and  view  the  opera- 
tions of  the  white  men  below.  A company 
of  Indians,  who  came  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  pillaging,  watched  their  opportunity  and 
seized  a man  by  the  name  of  C alley , whom 
they  conveyed  to  the  summit  of  this  knob 
and  severely  scourged  with  rods.  After 
having  merrily  indulged  in  torturing  him 
until  their  savage  dispositions  were  gratified, 
and  having  confined  him  until  they  were 
read}-’  tq  depart  with  stolen. property,  he  was 
set  at  liberty  to  inform  his  companions  of 
this  refinement  in  the  tortures  of  Indian  cap 


Pittsburgh  and  bordering  lake  Erie,  wag 
once  the  bed  of  an  immense  lake.  He  sup- 
poses that  the  summit  of  the  hills,  which 
compose  this  range  was  sufficiently  high  to 
do  this  ; and  by  some  dreadful  throe  of  na- 
ture, this  dam  or  barrier  was  rent  to  its 
foundation,  and  a chasm  produced  through 
which  the  waters  of  the  lake  were  discharg- 
ed. In  this  escape  of  the  waters  they  cen- 
tered from  the  high  to  the  low  grounds,  and 
formed  the  bed  of  the  river  now  called  Ohio . 

It  might  be  here  observed,  that  this  extra- 
ordinary agency  of  nature  was  not  necessary 
to  have  produced  a channel,  through  which 
the  waters  of  this  lake  might  have  been  dis- 
charged. A slight  subterraneous  communi- 
cation, opening  at  one  end  in  the  lake,  near 
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the  base  of  this  barrier,  and  at  the  other  in-  i 
to  the  low  lands  below  this  range  of  moan 
tains,  would  have  been  sufficient  at  fi  st  to 
have  led  to  a slight  evacuation  of  water. — 
The  force  exerted  upon  the  small  volume 
passing  through  this  channel,  by  the  com- 
pression of  several  hundred  feet  of  super- 
incumbent water,  would  have  the  inevitable 
effect  of  aorading  the  sides  of  this  subter- 
raneous canal,  and  enlarging  its  diameter. 
In  this  way,  both  the  communication  would 
be  widened,  and  the  volume  of  water  increas- 
ed in  magnitude  and  impetus  The  con 
tinued  operation  of  these  causes,  would  soon 
produce  a channel  equal  in  capacity  to  that 
which  is  observable  between  the  hills  that 
border  upon  the  plain  through  which  the 
Ohio  now  glides.  But  to  proceed  upon  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Volney. 

The  opinion  of  this  gentleman  is  corrobo- 
rated by  a thousand  appearances  both  above 
and  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The 
indications  exhibited  by  the  face  of  the  coun 
try  at  Louisville,  and  on  each  side  tor  a 
considerable  d:stance  along  the  base  of  this 
range  of  mountains,  give  to  his  hypothesis 
a strong  coloring  of  probability.  I;  is  diffi 
cult  to  bring  the  imagination  to  conceive, 
how  so  broad  and  solid  a barrier,  upwards 
of  100  miles  in  breadth,  could  be  rent  in 
twainf  and  a fissure  produced,  through  which 
the  waters  of  this  mighty  la!  e were  dis- 
charged, and,  with  the  floods  of  the  Missis 
sippi.  disembogued  into  tiie  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
But  if  we  recollect  the  wonderful  chasms, 
wrought  by  powerful  convulsions  of  nature 
in  other  countries,  and  which,  from  their 
depth,  width,  and  extent,  have  become  sub 
jeets  of  curious  speculation  in  natural  philo- 
sophy, we  might  readily  give  into  the  opini 
on,  that  a similar  effect  might  result  from  a 
similar  cause  in  the  United  States.  A vio 
lent  earthquake  would  be  fuily  adequate  to 
the  production  of  such  a chasm.  Even  a 
slight  channel  produced  in  this  way  would 
have  certainly  led  to  the  subsequent  exacua- 
tion  ; as  the  wTater  must  have  rushed  through 
it  with  impetuous  violence,  and  widened  the 
channel  to  an  extent  suited  to  the  volume  of 
water  that  had  to  pass.  Conceiving  this 
theory  to  be  correct,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup 
pose,  that  the  walls  of  this  chasm,  at  its 
entrance,  were  more  violently  pressed  upon 
and  abraded  by  the  water  in  its  egress,  than 
the  sides  of  the  same  chasm  at  a more  re- 
mote point  below.  This  is  what  has  actually 
happened  The  bottom  which  intervenes 
between  the  hills  just  below  Louisville,  and' 
through  which  the  Ohio  now  mildly  glides, 
is  much  wider  than  the  bottom  to  be  seen 
any  where  below,  throughout  the  whole, 
width  of  this  range  of  mountains. 

When  the  whole  of  the  waters  of  this  lake 
drained  , and  the  only  river  that  conti- 
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nued  to  flow  was  the  Ohio,  fed  by  tributary 
streams,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  ti  is 
river  would  desert  the  broad  surface  which 
formed  the  bed  of  the  great  fiord  of  water 
in  its  discharge,  and  center  in  a channel  ac- 
commodateo  to  its  volume.  This  supposi- 
tion is  much  strengthened  by  the  face  of  the 
country,  both  above  and  below  Louisville. 
The  surface  of  the  ground  is  marked  by 
hundreds  of  broad  and  shallow  channels,  all 
running  parallel  with  the  river,  which  clear- 
ly indicate  that  the  Ohio  in  its  course,  be- 
fore it  had  formed  the  deep  channel  which  it 
now'  occupies,  overflowed  a large  extent  of 
country.  The  land  which  is  most  remarka- 
ble for  these  slight  channels,  lies  below 
Louisville,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
and  is  designated  by  the  name  of  the  Pond 
Settlement.  The  soi  in  this  neighborhood 
has  been  pierced  to  the  depth  of  fifty  feet. 
There  being  but  an  uniform  stratum  of  sand, 
through  which  shells  of  various  kinds  :re 
thinly  dispersed,  clearly  proves  that  it  is  the 
effect  of  alluvion.  This  tract  of  land  is  se- 
veral mips  wide,  continues  15  or  20  miles 
down  the  Ohio,  and  lies  several  feet  above 
the  highest  inundation  that  has  been  known 
by  the  oldest  settlers  of  this  state. 

It  would  seem  that  the  scite  of  Louisville, 
and  the  adjacent  country  for  man}/  rules 
round,  is  aiso  what  is  called  made  land  ; and 
formed  by  terrene  matter,  accumulated  by 
the  waters  of  the  lake,  as  they  converged  in 
the  entrance  of  the  channel,  through  which 
they  were  discharged ; which  process  was 
further  aided  by  the  alluvial  inundations  of 
the  Ohio,  before  it  had  furrowed  out  its  pre- 
sent channel.  The  level  surlace  of  the  coun- 
try, as  well  Lsthe  nature  of  the  soil,  is  cal- 
culated to  render  this  suggestion  more  than 
specious.  Wherever  the  eaith  has  been  pe- 
netrated in  the  digging  of  wells,  the  stratum 
of  sand  has  been  discover;  d to  extend  from 
the  surface  to  a distance  beyond  the  deepest 
apertures  thus  made. 

The  probability  of  the  former  existence 
of  this  immense  lake,  is  sanctioned  by  the 
traditional  tales  of  the  Indians  of  the  Atlan- 
’ tic  tribes,  and  recorded  by  Stith  in  his  his- 
tory of  Virginia:  also,  by  similar  traditions 
of  the  western  tribes  of  Indians,  mentioned 
, by  M'Kenzie. 

Pursuing  an  eastern  direction  from  Louis- 
ville towards  Pittsburgh,  you  will  find  that 

- the  ascent  of  the  country  is  remarkably  gra- 
r dual.  In  all  probability  the  scite  of  the  last 
; mentioned  place  is  not  so  high  as  the  summit 
f of  the  hills  a few  miles  below  Louisville. — 

, Under  all  these  considerations,  I think  v. 

t might  be  affirmed,  without  incurring  the 
; charge  of  philosophical  extravagance,  that 
’ t he  whole  tract  of  country  mentioned  by  Mr, 
il  Volney  was  once  covered  with  several  fa* 

- thorns  of  water 
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When  we  contemplate  the  mighty  revolu 
tion  which  has  been  wrought  by  the  drain 
ing  of  this  lake,  and  consider  that  a new 
world,  as  it  were,  had  emerged  from  tlr 
deep,  which  will  afford  a fertile  source  of 
nourishment  of  millions  of  human  beings, 
we  can  but  adore  the  power  and  benilicence 
of  the  Creator,  which  has  been  so  wonder- 
fully displayed  in  contributing  to  the  happi 
ness  of  man ! 

The  Ohio  may,  with  great  propriely,  hr 
ranked  among  the  most  beautiful  and  usefu 
rivers  in  the  world.  The  unparalleled  fe* 
tility  of  the  country  through  which  it  mean 
ders  ; the  mildness  and  salubrity  of  the  cli 
mate ; the  growing  enterprise  and  prosp< 
rity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  agri cultural 
and  commercial  spirit  by  which  they  ai ^ 
animated,  give  rise  to  the  most  pleasing  an- 
ticipations, and  authorise  the  prediction 
that,  in  a few  years,  the  western  counti 
will  vie  with  any  p.rt  of  the  . United  State* 
The  introduction  and  employment  of  stean 
boats  will  much  facilitate  the  intercourse  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  the  different  states 
and  territories  that  border  on  the  Ohio. 
Mississippi,  and  their  tributary  streams  — 
This  important  invention  will  exert  the  hap- 
piest influence  on  their  destiny,  by  contri- 
buting to  their  prosperity,  and  rapidly  acce- 
lerating their  advancement  to  a state  of  so- 
lid glory.  * * 


I agree  with  his  excellency,  that  the  liberty 
jf  speech  is  important  to  a free  people,  and  he 
vho  would  restrain  it  is  a foe  to  republican 
reedom.  it  is  a privilege  which  I highly 
arize,  and  which  I shall  take  advantage  of  in 
his  debate.  True,  it  may  be  abused:  in  bad 
limes  bad  men  will  endeavor  to  excite  dis- 
content. In  the  commencement  of  a war, 
slander  and  abuse  are  wonderfully  successful. 
There  was  danger  for  a while,  that  the  out- 
rages of  party  might  drive  the  administration 
Vom  office,  or  compel  them  to  make  an  igno 
ninious  peace.  But  truth  prevailed.  Not- 
vithstanding  every  attempt  to  throw  a stum- 
ding  block  in  the  way  of  the  administration 
)n  the  days  of  difficulty  and  distress,  their  po- 
pularity has  increased,  and  the  people  are  more 
united  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
v ou  speak  of  the  growing  discontents  of  the 
eople:  Where  is  your  evidence?  In  the  elec- 
ons?  In  what  elections?  New  V ork,  the  most 
ommereial  state  in  the  union?  In  New  Jersey, 
where  every  branch  has  been  regenerated  in 
a year?  In  Maryland,  where  you  but  just 
smuggled  in  yo  ar  governor?  In  Vermont  to 
be  sure,  you  have  a minority  governor  for  one 
year;  and,  I trust,  for  one  year  only.  But  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  at  a very  late  election, 
the  American  cause  prevailed  by  a change 
that  was  truly  astonishing.  And  all  this  in 
time  of  war  against  the  incessant  clamors  and 
slanders  of  party,  without  any  sedition  act,  or 
other  act  to  screen  the  administration. 

His  excellency  informs  us,  that  he  lias  re- 
ceived fifteen  hundred  stands  of  arms  from  the 


Mr.  Holmes7  Speech 

Li  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  during  the.  secretary  at  war;  and  you,  in  the  answer,  attrk 
reported  answer  to  the  governor's  speech,  fyc.\ bate  this  event  to  the  efficacv  of  your  famous 


January , 1814.  'resolve  of  June  last.  To  suppose  that  that 

Mr.  President— hen  after  eight  days!  anti  climax,  that  complete  specimen  in  the  art 
deep  cogitation  of  the.  committee,  an  answer;  0f  sinking,  could  produce  any  other  effect  in 


is  produced,  which,  I apprehend,  will  remain  the  mind  of  the  secretary  of  war,  than  ridicule 
a standing  monument  of  the  .degradation  of  is  to  me  absolutely  incredible.  It  bemm  with 
this  once  respectable  state;  the  gentlemen  of ;a  preamble  full  of  invectives,  with  a “whereas  ’’ 
the  majority  must  not  deem  it  unreasonable,  followed  by  a string  of  accusations  apainst  the 
if  1 occupy  some  time  in  discussing  its  merits,  whole  course  of  the  measures  of  ihe’adminis- 
But  in  this,  I confess,  I despair  of  making  any  tration,  &nd  concluded  with  a « Therefore  re 
impression  on  the  majority  of  this  board.  sp]yed,  that  the  adjutant-general  be  reo nested 
Ai  .er  naving,  during  a war  of  eighteen  months,  to  write  to  general  Armstrong  for  the  arms 
taken  their  ground  against  their  country  and  &c.”  It  was,  indeed,  a production  winch  pro- 
m favor  of  its  enemy;  after  having  condemned  mised  much,  and  performed  nothin-  =nd  I 
their  own  government,  and  justified  the  ag-  will  add,  effected  nothing  It  is  probable  "that 
g-essions  and  atrocities  of  the  enemy,  in  every  general  Armstrong,  agreeably  to  his  promise 
particular,  without  a solitary  exception,  an  at-  sent  you  the  arms  as  soon  as  they  were  ready- 
tempt  to  dissuade  them  from  this  course,  must 11  ■’  - ’ 

in  this  case  be  desperate.  I might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  convert  an  Atheist  by  scripture;  I 
might  as  well  go  into  the  church  yard,  rebuke 
the  tombs,  and  expostulate  with  the  sleepino; 
ashes  of  the  dead  No,  sir,  it  is  not  them  whom 
X expect  to  convince  or  to  edify:  it  is  an  anpre- 
jiension,  that  silence  may  be  deemed  an  ac 
Quiescence  in  these  inflammatory  proceedings: 
it  is  for  the  sake  of  my  political  friends,  that  i 
|taiid forth  the  advocate  of  myinjured  country. 


but  none  the  sooner  for  your  pitiful  resolve! 

But  this  war  is  unjust.  Must  we  travel 
over  this  ground  again?  This  charge  has  been 
refuted  more  than  a thousand  times.  But  that 
makes  no  difference;  they  can  renew  it:  though 
j vanquished,  they  can  argue  still.  'The  right 
of  blockade,  orders  in  council,  and  impress- 
ment, are  brought  up,  and  all  justified  with 
greater  obstinacy  than  in  the  British  parlia- 
ment.' 

I have  -said,  and  I repeat  it,  that  the  priority 
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of  the  French  decrees  could  be  no  excuse  foi 
these  orders,  if  such  had  been  the  fact.  What 
sir,  retaliate  upon  an  innocent  neutral  the  ‘de- 
gressions which  your  enemy  lias  committee 
upon  that  neutrals  'i'uc  priority  of  aggression 
makes  no  difference:  each  nation  must  account 
with  us,  for  the  injury  it  has  done  us:  I have 
wondered  that  the  government  of  the  Unitec 
States  have  ever  condescended  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  priority  of  these  edicts;  though 


another,  while  this  other,  if  she  claims  him* 
has  a right  to  resist.  But  though  the  jurisdic 
tion  is  concurrent  on  the  ocean,  it  is  not  so  on 
board  ship:  Here  the  jurisdiction  is  exclusive. 
Vattle  says,  that  a person  born  on  ship  board 
is  considered  as  the  natural  born  subject  of 
the  nation  to  which  the  ship  belonged,  because 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  nation. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  cases,  in  which  a 
belligerent  may  enter  on  board  for  certain  pur- 


it  is  beyond  question  that  the  blockade  of  thel j poses;  for  instance,  to  sear 
17th  of  M;iv.  180b.  was  far  more  in  jurious  to;  goods,  and  to  prevent  a vio 


ch  for  contraband 

17th  of  May,  1800,  was  far  more  injurious  toj  goods,  and  to  prevent  a violation  of  blockade. 
American  commerce,  than  the  Berlin  decree  But  these  are  exceptions,  and  go  to  prove  the 
of  the  21st  November,  following.  This  ex  rule.  It  is  manifest  that  these  exceptions,  es- 
traordmary  blockade  obstructed  the  commerce  pecially  that  relative  to  contraband  goods,  are 
of  nearly  one  thousand  miles  of  sea  coast,  in  the  effect  of  compact.  They  are  part  of  the 
eluding  many  important  commercial  citks.and  conventional  law  of  nations.  The  natural  law 
the  mouths  of  several  large  and  navigable' never  defined  what  articles  were  contraband, 
rivers.  But  the  advocates  of  Britain  say  she  These  exceptions,  so  strictly  defined  and  care- 
had  a right  to  do  all  things — she  had  force,  fully,  guarded,  prove  incontestibly  the  general 
enough  to  invest  this  whole  extent,  therefore  rule,  that  each  nation  has  an  exclusive  juris- 
it  was  legally  blockaded,  whether  the  force  diction  on  board  its  ships  on  the  ocean.  But 
was  applied  or  not.  So  I suppose  gentlemen!  to  pretend  that  because  there  is  one  exception, 
would  contend,  that  some  yther  coast,  equally! therefore  there  is  another:  that  because  the 
extensive,  was  actually  blockaded,  because  it  officers  of  one  nation  have  a right  to  enter  on 
might  be;  and  inthis  way,  Britain  might  block-1  board  the  ships  of  another,  in  search  of  con- 
ade  every  port  in  the  world  at  the  same  time.!  traband  goods,  and  if  they  find  any  that  are 
But  the  strongest  ad  vocatesfor  retaliation  have,  suspicious,  they  have  a right  to  carry  in  the 
not  pretended  that  it  could  be  justified  until  ship  for  trial;  that  therefor  e such  officers  have 
after  notice  of  the  first  aggression,  and  neglect;  a right  to  enter  on  board  and  take  such  men 
or  refusal  to  repel  it.  Upon  what  principle,!  as  they  shall  judge  their  own,  without  trial , is, 
then,  was  the  order  of  council  of  the  8lh  Ja-j  I confess,  a course  of  reasoning  which  I do  not 
nuary,  1807,  imposed?  This  was  but  forty- seven  fully  understand.  If  this  right  exists,  why  do 


days  after  the  Berlin  decree,  and  before  we 
could  have  had  notice  of  it;  and  yet  Great 
Britain  had  a right,  say  they,  to  retaliate  on 
us  for  an  act  which  we  could  not  prevent,  and 
of  which  we  did  not  know!  It  is  vain  to  pre 
tend  that  this  order  was  not  a retaliation  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  because  less  rigorous  in  terms 
It  was  contrary  to  the  known  law  of  nations, 
and  Britain  had  the  power  to  enforce  it;  but 
France  had  no  power  to  enforce  her  decree, 
and  it  could  be  considered  but  an  empty  threat. 

But  it  is  suggested,  that  this  wTar  is  for  the 
protection  of  British  seamen.  This  charge  is 


not  gentlemen  give  us  the  evidence  of  it?  they 
are  wise  and  learned  in  the  law  of  nations; 
where  is  the  writer  on  national  law-,  who  has 
undertaken  to  establish  the  right  of  a nation 
to  enter  the  ships  of  another,  and  to  take  such 
as  sh<Vmay  deem  her  own,  without  submitting 
the  question  to  an  international  tribunal! 

But; gentlemen  insinuate,  that  British  sub- 
jects whom  we  have  naturalized  are  the  sub- 
ject of  contention,  and  the}7  insist  cn  the  doe- 
trine  of  perpetual  allegiance;  or,  at  least,  that 
a naturalized  citizen  has  onlva  local  protection; 
that  is  inasmuch  as  allegiance  and  protection 


without  any  foundation  Wearecontendingforiare  reciprocal;  and  this  protection  does  not  ex 
the  protection  of  our  own  seamen  on  board  of! tend  beyond  the  territory  or  exclusive  juris- 
our  qxvn  ships  The  law  of  nations  admits  not!  diction  of  the  nation;  so  the  allegiance  is  sub- 
the  subjects  of  one  nation  to  enter  on  board  the  ject  to  the  same  limitation.  Asa  consequence 
ships  of  another,  and  to  take  such  as  they  shall!  of  this  doctrine,  a British  subject,  naturalized 


a concurrent,  but  neither  an  exclusive  juris-  he  is  absolved  from  his  allegiance,  and 
diction.  If,  then,  one  nation  has  a right  to  to  fight  for  his  native  against  his  adopt 


take  such  as  she  shall  judge  her  own  subjects,  trv. 


obliged 
adopted  eoun- 
This  consequence  alone  is  sufficient  to 


common  to  both,  has  a right  to  take  him  from’ termined  its  effect.  It  was  decided  in  Ne\y- 
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York,  that  it  operates  retroactively,  anil  places  off?  The  effect  is  beyond  a doubt.  It  will 
the  man  in  the  same  situation  as  if  he  had  awaken  them  to  vengeance,  and  the  innocent 
always  been  a citizen.  The  principle  is  thej  blood  which  may  flow  in  consequence,  may 
same  in  England.  Coke  and  Blackstone  one  day  be  required  of  us,  who  disseminate 
tell  us,  that  if  a man  be  made  a denizen,  the! charges  so  groundless  and  injurious, 
children  born  after  he  was  denizated  shall  in-  n ' 
herit;  but  not  those  which  were  horn  before. 

But  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  naturalization; 


because  naturalization  has  a retrospective  en 


But  it  is  said  this  is  a war  against  New 
England — here  is  the  attempt  again  to  excite 
local  jealousies.  New  England  has  interests 
peculiar  to  herself;  she  must  be  separate.  The 


ero-y.  But  the  British  statute  which  provides  honorable  chairman,  probably  looks  forward 
for  the  naturalization  of  such  foreign  seamen!  to  the  period,  when  we  can  speak  of  the  king- 
as  shall  have  served  two  years  on  board  their  dom  of  New  England;  and  possibly  anticipates, 
ships,  puts  this  question  beyond  doubt.  The  that  Josiah  the  First  may  be  its  future  sove- 
act  makes  them  as  natural  born  subjects  or  reign.  And,  sir,  though  I utterly  abhor  a 
natives  within  the  kingdom.  I monarchy,  if  we  must  have  a king,  I should 

But  the  answer  to  his  excellency’s  speech  be  as  willing  that  gentleman  should  wield  the 
has  brought  up  the  question  of  retaliation ; sceptre  as  any  other — I should  prefer  him  to 
and  a wonderful  degree  of  sympathy  is  excited  ueorge  the  third;  for  I do  not  t ink  him  quite 
for  his  majesty’s  subjects.  Newark  is  artfully  so  crazy.  I should  prefer  him  to  the  prince 
selected,  probably  as  the  first  aggression.  I,  regent,  for  he  possesses  the  charities  of  domes- 
suppose  the  burning  the  defenceless  villages! life,  which  his  royal  highness  does  not  appear 

* " to  be  overburthened  with.  I should  prefer 

him  to  Bonaparte,  because,  though  he  is  a mi- 
litary man,  I do  not  believe  he  is  capable  of 
doing  half  so  much  mischief.  Having  said 
this  to  pacify  the  honorable  member  on  Ins 
favorite  subject,  I shall  now  proceed  to  exam- 
ine that  part  of  the  answer  which  relates  to 
the  embargo.  Gentlemen  have  a wonderful 
faculty  of  denouncing  laws  as  unconstitutional. 
It  was  to  be  expected  that  those  gentlemen 
who  regard  their  reputation  as  correct  lawyers, 
would  have  deliberated  before  they  decided. 
At  least  it  was  hoped.,  that  inasmuch  as  we 
have  a tribunal  competent  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  very  speedily,  gentlemen,  instead 
of  threatening  to  legislate  against  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress,  would  have  taken  the  means 
to  have  a decision  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States.  Are  they  afraid  to  trust  the  federal 
judges?  do  these  gentlemen  lack  wisdom  and 
integrity?  or  is  it  this  wisdom  and  integrity 
which  they  are  afraid  of?  The  other  embargo 
was  deemed  by  some  unconstitutional,  because 
it  was  unlimited;  but  it  was  decided  otherwise 
in  this  state;  and  if  I mistake  not,  the  honor- 
able member  from  Worcester  argued  in  favor 
of  its  constitutionality.  The  objection  to  the 
embargo  is,  that  it  restricts  the  coasting  trade, 
and  gentlemen  seem  to  insist,  that  the  right 
to  regulaiecommerceamong  the  several  states, 
means  between  state  and  state  I will  read  you 
the  opinion  of  general  Washington  on  this 
subject — (Here  Mr.  H read  a communication 
of  president  Washington  to  the  senate,  28th 
March,  17S4,  and  insisted  that  it  was  in  point.) 
But  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  an- 
ed,  cruel  or  pernicious — we  have  used  them  as  thorites  congress  to  provide  for  the  common 
children — they  had  no  ground  of  complaint! defence  and  general  welfare,  is  amply  sufii- 
against  us;  and  what  good  motive  could  have  cient.  Who  can  doubt  of  the  importance  of 
induced  his  excellency  to  infuse  into  the  minds,  this  measure  to  the  common  defence?  We  are 
of  the  people  and  of  these  Indians,  that  the’ starving  ourselves  to  feed  our  enemies.  They 
United  States  are  determined  to  drive  them  suffer  exceedingly;  and  perhaps  this  is  cause 


on  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  are  instances 
of  British  mercy.  The  exciting  the  Indians 
to  indiscriminate  massacre,  was  British  mercy. 
The  brutalities  of  that  Vandal,  Cockburn,  are 
instances  of  this  mercy!  the  cold-blooded  mur- 
ders of  that  Goth,  Proctor,  are  further  instances 
of  it!  Who  were  the  aggressors  in  this  busi- 
ness of  retaliation?  The  advocates  of  perpe- 
tual allegiance  will  say,  America!  with  them 
a man  is  fixed  to  the  spot  where  he  drew  his 
first  breath  If  an  American,  on  a visit  to 
England  happens  to  have  a son  born  there, 
.though  the  parent  should  immediately  return 
with  him  to  America,  this  child  owes  an  alle- 
giance which  lie  can  never  shake  off;  and  if 
some  thirty  years  afterwards,  in  defending  his 
soil  from  British  pollution,  his  house  from 
^conflagration,  or  his  wife  and  children  from 
rape,  he  happen  to  be  made  prisoner,  he  is 
condemned  as  a vile  traitor  to  his  majesty, 
is  sentenced  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  until 
he  is  almost  dead,  to  be  cut  down,  his  bowels 
torn  out  by  violence  and  thrown  in  his  face, 
his  head  cutoff,  his  body  dissected  in  quarters 
and  the  quarters  to  be  at  his  majesty’s  dispo 
sal — This  is  a necessary  consequence  of  per- 
petual allegiance,  and  a faint  picture  of  British 
humanity. 

But  we  are  charged  with  driving  the  abo- 
rigines from  their  inheritances.  It  is  but  a 
short  time  since  Mr.  Jefferson  was  an  object  of 
ridicule  for  his  regard  for  the  Indians  and  his 
disposition  to  civilize  them.  Now,  that  they 
are  the  allies  of  his  majesty,  all  hostility  against 
them  is  evidence  of  a disposition  to  extermi. 
nate  them— never  was  a char  re  more  unfound 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SUPPLEMENT  TO  VOL  V. 


= JS3 

of  more  than  half  the  clamor.  Gentlemen  feel  the  states  ? I dorft  apprehend  that  the  peo" 
compassionate  towards  the  district  of  Maine,  pie  of  this  commonwealth  are  yet  ready  to  pay 
The  people  to  be  sure,  suffer  privations,  and: their  debts  this  way. 

they  are  willing  to  endure  them;  but  they  are | Our  government,  it  is  said,  discover  no  dis- 
not  starving  nor  severely  distressed:  and  very  position  to  pence,  and  that  they  have  taken  no 
few  of  them  would  thank  us  for  our  condolence  (measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  These  are 
The  embargo  was  a measure  called  for  by  both  [groundless  assertions.  W e offered  to  remove 


parties;  and  the  peoplehad  rather  bear  it,  hard 
as  it  is,  than  that  their  enemy  should  be  fed. 
But  gentlemen  threaten  legislative  inlerfe 
rence:  are  they  prepared  for  this?  They  mean 
surely,  by  a state  law,  to  repeal  the  embargo, 


the  former  embargo,  as  to  England,  if  she 
would  remove  her  edicts.  We  accepted  of 
Erskine’s  propositions.  We  declared  war  on 
account  of  impressment  and  the  orders  in  coun- 
rgo,  cil.  The  orders  were  suspended,  and  we  inl- 
and enforce  the  repeal  against  the  officers  of  mediately  proposed  a cessation  of  hostilities, 
the  general  ' ""  ’ 

If  they  are 
talked  long 

nerve.  Your  rich  men  have  probably  made  bur  employ,  if  Britain  would  abandon  impress- 
up  their  minds,  as  well  as  those  of  desperate  ment.  A similar  offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Mon- 
fortunes. They  probablyunderstand  the mean-jroe  to  admiral  Warren.  We  passed  a law, 

ing  of  the  word  revolution  They  have  pro- 'excluding  British  seamen  from  our  employ. 

bably  thought  where  they  shall  be  when  thej  We  adopted  the  proffered  mediation  of  the 
wheel  stops.  But  gentlemen  magnify  the  illjemperor  of  Russia,  and  sent  ministers  to  Pe- 
success  and  disgrace  of  this  war.  This  was  jtersburgh  for  the  purpose  of  treating:  and  this 
expected.  It  seems  to  be  a subject  of  exulta-|too.  while  Russia  was  at  war  with  France,and 


tion.  I too  regret  as  much  as  any  man  the 
disasters  of  our  arms.  But  it  was  not  entirely 
unexpected.  We  had  been  thirty  years  at 
peace : The  art  of  war  was  of  course  neglected. 

Our  revolutionary  heroes  have,  one  after  an 
other,  passed  off  the  stage  of  action.  In  a 
free  country,  you  must  begin  hostilities  with- 
out preparation.  If  you  prepare,  the  people 
will  know  for  what;  and  if  so,  you  tell  your 
enemy,  and  his  preparation  will  be  correspon- 
dent. If  so,  you  may  as  well  be  at  war  at  once 
W e had  to  encounter  the  prejudices  of  a peo 
pie  inured  to  peace;  and  to  resist  a desperate 
faction  who  were  advocating  the  enemy  and 
throwing  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  go- 
vernment We  had  to  raise  troops  and  obtain 
money.  These  obstacles  are  overcome.  And 
have  we  met  with  nothing  but  disgrace  and 
defeat?  Were  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs,  Fort 
Stephenson,  Sackett’s  Ilarhor  and  Craney 
Island,  disgraceful?  Are  our  unparalleled  tri- 
umphs on  the  ocean  disgraceful?  Was  the  suc- 
cess on  lake  Ontario,  and  the  complete  and 
signal  victory  on  Erie,  when  with  an  inferior 

force,  we  captured  in  fair  battle,  a whole  fleet,  

disgraceful?  Give  me  such  disgraces  as  these,  attachments  ? Have  they  no  prejudices  ei 
and  you  are  welcome  to  all  the  laurels  which  titer  civil  or  religious,  that  draw  them  toward 


fighting  for  England.  In  this  situation,  at  a 
time  when  the  efforts  of  Fiance,  were  most 
powerful,  and  it  was  expected  that  Austria 
would  join  her,  Mr.  Madison,  being  under 
French  influence,  a tool  of  Bonaparte,  agreed  to 
submit  the  dispuleto  theinvestiga  tion  of  the  ally 
of  England , and  the  most  porterful  enemy  of 
France.  And  when  Britain  refused  this  rea- 
sonable proposition,  and  proposed  to  treat  se- 
parately, we  agreed,  and  ministers  have  been 
appointed.  But  his  excellency  has  discovered 
evidence  of  French  influence,  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  Bonaparte,  that  America  should  treat 
for  a general  peace  with  the  allies  of  France. 
Has  liis  excellency  forgotten  when  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  claimed  his  party  by  the  name  of 
“ our  friends  in  congress  ?”  What  can  influx 
ence  this  government  and  people  in  favor  of 
France  ? It  is  passion,  prejudice  or  interest, 
that  creates  a partiality  in  one  nation  for  ano- 
ther. We  have  no  French  language,  law’s, 
constitutions,  manners  nor  customs.  We 
have  no  French  merchants,  agents  or  spies, 
among  us.  Can  governor  Strong  and  his 
friends  boast  of  minds  as  free  from  British 


thicken  round  the  brow  of  the  mighty  Cock 
burn! 

The  speech  and  reported  answrer  speak  of 
debts  and  taxes.  We  were  once  told  that  a 
national  debt  was  a national  blessing.  I never 
believed  it.  In  war  we  must  have  debts  and 
in  peace  we  must  pay  them.  Taxes  sufficient 
to  pay  the  interest,  is  all  a people  at  war  ought 
to  endure,  and  this  is  all  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  endure.  But  his  excellency  intimates,  that 
the  debt  will  continue  as  long  as  the  union  of 
the  states.  W as  this  intended  as  a hint  to  th** 


the  world’s  last  hope  ? Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  dis- 
guise it,  the  oppesers  of  the  government  are* 
under  a very  fatal  British  influence.  I do  not 
mean  by  this,  that  they  are  sold  to  Britain,  or 
that  they  would  dare  openly  to  aid  her.’  I 
mean  to  say,  that  they  have  attachments  and 
partialities  for  Britain,  that  are  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  their  country.— 
England  is  our  mother  country,  the  nation 
from  whom  we  descended.  The  tombs  of  our 
ancestors  are  there.  Every  man  has  a strong 
attachment  to  the  land  where  are  deposited 
people,  that  to  avoid  the  debt,  they  must  divide  the  ashes  of  his  fathers.  We  speak  the  same 
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province,  from  tlie  cl 
Maty,  down  to  t lie 
whether  you 


will 


language.  It  has  been  said  by  some  ene,  that  pill  the  public  acts  of  the  legislature  0f  the 
it  was  the  policy  of  France  to  make  her  lan- 
guage the  court  language  of  Europe,  that  she 
might,  the  better,  maintain  her  influence  at 
those  courts. 

What  then  must  be  the  power  of  Britain 
over  us,  who  not  only  gives  a language  to  the 
court,  but  to  the  people  ? The  advantage  is 
infinite.  We  are  inundated  with  her  books. 

Law,  politicsand  divinity,  are  literally  import- 
ed. The  student  at  law,  reads  English  hist  o- 
ry, politics  and  law,  eulogized  by  English  wri- 
ters and  leave  off  admiring  their  constitution, 
an  "I  probably  wishing  that  ours  resembled 
them  more.  The  divine  reads  English  ser- 
mons, a’tid  sometimes  preaches  them,  in  which 
the  writer'  takes  care  to  boast  of  the  rights  of 
Englishmen ; and  in  this  way,  England  is" be- 
lieved not  only  the  bulwark  of  our  policy  but 
of  our  religion.  This  is  not  all  ; British  mer- 
chants,  agents,  and  perhaps  spies,  speaking 
the  same  language,  can  deal  and  negociate 
with  wonderful  facility. 

And  add  to  this,  sir,  the  privilege  granted 
by  the  treaty,  of  1791,  to  refugees:  to  return 
with  their  love  of  royalty  and.  hatred  of  repub- 
licanism, and  to  recover  and  hold  lands,  as  ci- 
tizens, and  you  have  some  of  the  streams  of 
British  influence ; streams,  which  I apprehend 
are  converging  to  a torrent,  which  may  one 


rler  of  W illiam  and 
revolution,  and  I doubt 
ind  so  much  unequivocal, 
unalloyed  loyalty  to  the  British  government, 
as  has  been  exhibited  by  tire  public  documents 
of  tire  commonwealth  since  the  war. 

Well  may  you  complain,  that  the  people  are 
emigrating.  Itisnotthe sterility  of  thesoil — for1 
this,  with  industry,  the  handmaid  of  virtue,  is 
comfortably  productive  ; it  is  not  the  rigor  of 
the  c limate,  for  this  contributes-  to  health  and 
health  to  hapiness.  It  is  the  pestilential  atmos- 
phere ot  British  influence,  from  which  they  flee. 
You  see  on  all  sides  a want  of  American  feel- 
ing, and  a total  dereliction  of  revolutionary 
principles.  Wh  ere  are  the  monuments  of  your 
revolutionary  glory  ? What  have  you  done 
with  that  sanctuary  where  a Warren,  , an 
Adams,  and  a Hancock,  preached  the  im- 
mortal principles  of  freedom  ? It  is  now  used, 
i suppose,  for  the  purposes  of  vilifying  the 
government,  eulogizing  Great  Britain,  and 
feasting  her  agents  for  insulting  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  American  people  W here  is  Beacon 
Hill  ? The  monument  is  thrown  down,  the  hill 
itself  sweptinto  the  dock,  and  the  tables  of  stone, 
on  which  were  written  the  achievments  of  the 
revolution,  are  hidden  behind  the  back  stairs 
of  the  state  house.  Why  do  you  hgng  by 
day  sweep  away  the  liberties  of  our  country. — -’your  walls  the  trophies  of  your  victories  ? — 
But  why  do  I pursue  this  course,  to  prove  thelThey  serve  but  to  rebuke  us.  They  are  mo- 


existence  of  British  influence,  when  there  is 
a party  in  this  country  who  go  step  by  step 
with  the  British  ministry,  who  justify  every 
aggression,  and  whose  maxim  is  that  Britain 
can  do  no  wrong  ; when  our  governors  and 
legislatures  are  withholding  their  aid,  discou- 
raging the  people,  and  throwing  every  obsta- 
cle in  the  way,  both  of  prosecuting  the  war, 
and  obtaining  an  honorable  peace.  Look  at 
all  this,  and  if  you  are  not  convinced  of  Bri- 
tish influence,  you  would  not  be 
should  one  rise  from  the  dead. 


numents  of  glory  that  is  departed.  Like  the 
memory  of  joys  that  are  past,  pleasant  and 
painful  to  the  soul. 

I apprehend  that  your  party  has  arrived  at 
a crisis,  in  which  it  is  equally  dangerous  to 
advance  or  retreat.  The  union,  I believe,  is 
in  no  danger  from  your  intemperate  proceed- 
ings. But  they  may  prove  fatal  to  yourselves. 
Man  may  be  compared  to  a ship.  Reason  is 
the  helm,  passions  are  the  sails,  good  and  bad 
persuaded] fortunes  are  prosperous  or  adverse  winds,  and 
| hope  is  the  anchor.  Thus  man  commences 


Suppose  we  were  at  war  with  France,  and  this  voyage  across  the  sea  of  time.  With  his 
a party  should  justi  fy  every  acfl  of  France,  and  ^reason,  his  passions,  and  his  hopes,  under  pro- 
condemn  every  act  of  our  own  government  piper  regulations,  he  can  stem  the  storms  and 
would  you  not  have  reason  to  say,  that  that  j tempests  which  beset  him  in  his  course,  and 


party  were  under  French  influence?  If,  in 
the  progress  of  the  war,  one  of  your  naval  he- 
roes should  capture  and  destroy  a French  ship 
of  equal  force,  and  we  should  spread  a resolve 
on  the  journals  of  this  senate,  that  it  was  a- 
gainst  our  morals  and  religion  to  rejoice  at 
the  event,  or  to  thank  the  hero,  would  it  be 
uncanclid  to  say,  that  the  hand  of  Napoleon 
was  in  this  thing  ? If  .some  reverend  clergy 
man  should  denounce  the  president  as  a 
Nero,  exulting  at  the  conflagration  of  Rome, 
because  he  had  recommended  a resistance 
of  French  .aggression,  should  we  not  have 
some  reason  to  suspect  that  this  holy  man 
was  a little  biassed  in  favor  F rar.ee  ? I might 
proceed,  but  I sicken  at  the  prospect.  Gather 


will,  at  last,  arrive  at  his  haven  in  peace, 
in  safety,  and  triumph.  Rut  his  } elm  of  rea- 
son lust,  under  the  control  of  blindfold  preju- 
dice or  passion,  he  is  driven  on  rocks,  shoals 
and  quicksands,  and  meets  with  inevitable 
shipwreck.  Take  care  that  this  be  not  the 
shipwreck  of  your  party. 


SCRAPS — FROM  LONDON  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Belalioyde,  of  Selon  Vale,  who  has  re- 
cently distinuguished  himselfby  his  success^ 
f u i treatment  of  insanity,  performed  one  of 
his  miraculous  cures  in  the  course  of  the  last 
month,  under  the  inspection  of  the  duke  of 
Sussex  and  several  noblemen,  together  with 
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the  physicians  of  the  transport  board.  In  or 
der  to  satisfy  these  gentlemen  that  the  merit 
to  which  he  laid  claim  Was  not  without  foun 
dation,  he  went  to  the  house  of  sir  Jonathan 
Miles,  at  Hoxton,  and  from  ninety  three  of 
the  wildest  of  the  patients,  selected  one  of  the 
most  ungovernable,  who  has  been  nearly  three 
years  in  chains,  and  was  literally  naked.  This 
unhappy  wretch  he  conveyed  to  his  premises 
at  Huxton,  to  make  his  experiment,  where 
the  physicians  to  whom  we  have  alluded  felt 
his  pulse,  and  found  it  considerably  above  e 
a hundred.  Mr.  Delahoyde,  then  proceeded 
to  perform  his  cure,  which  he  always  does  in 
private,  and  in  a short  time  afterwards  re 
turned  his  patient  to  his  guests,  who  to  theii 
astonishment  found  that  his  pulse  had  been 
reduced  to  73.  The  man  has  since  been  com 
pietely  restored,  and  is  now  at  work  in  the 
garden  at  Sion  Vale,  is  perfectly  sane,  and 
has  had  several  conversations  with  the  duke 
of  Sussex  and  other  persons  of  distinction, 
who  have  attested  the  fact.  Independent  oi 
this  cure,  several  others  have  been  performed 
by  this  gentleman,  equally  surprising.  His 
mode  of  treating  his  patientsremains  aperfect 
secret.  Some  medical  men  have  imagined 
that  he  has  recourse  to  exhaustion,  but  he 
has  clearly  proved  that  this  is  not  his  prac- 
tice. 


The  counsellor  Dorasan,  a gentleman  well 
known  throughout  Russia  by  many  useful 
discoveries,  lias  lately  succeeded  in  a very  in- 
teresting experiment  upon  the  grains  of  the 
basellaruba;  he  has  produced  from  them  a 
color  equal  in  brilliancy  to  that  of  cochineal. 
This  plant  may  be  cultivated  with  little  trou- 
ble in  the  southern  parts  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire; and  already  one  pound  of  the  color  it 
gives  may  be  bought  at  the  rate  of  one  ru- 
ble and  twenty-five  copecks,  while  a pound 
of  cochineal  costs  fifty  rubles. 

Query.  “May  not  this  discovery  contain  the 
secret  hitherto  known  only  to  the  Tartars,  of 
imparting  a brilliant  red  to  the  pith  of  trees, 
which  when  boiled  and  cut  into  given  shapes, 
form  those  beautiful  beads,  to  which  we  give 
the  name  of  Tartar  coral.” 


Colonel  Lair,  chief  of  the  marine  engineers 
at  Antwerp,  has  recently  constructed,  by  di- 
rection of  Bonaparte,  a numberof  flying  bridg- 
es ; by  means  of  one  of  them  1000  men  can 
be  passed  from  one  bank  of  the  Scheldt  to  the 
other.  They  likewise  offer  great  facilities 
for  embarking  and  disembarking  even  of  load- 
ed waggons,  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the 
tide  or  of  the  sea. 


Didot,  the  famous  French  printer,  lately 
published  “ a memoir  on  the  properties  of  a 
new  diving  machine  called  a Triton ,”  by  which 
a person  may,  1.  Remain  in  the  water  as  Iona 
Sup.  Vom  V. 


as  he  pleases.  2.  He  may  descend  into  the 
water  to  as  great  a depth  as  the  column  ofwa- 
ler  displaced  by  his  bulk  permits.  3.  He  may 
use  his  arms  and  legs  and  body  at  pleasure 
he  may  walk  oi*  labor  With  Ca^e,  at  that  depth 
to  which  he  has  descended  4.  He  runs  no 
hazard:  lie  may  give  notice  when  be  thinks 
proper  to  those  who,  on  the  surface,  attend 
ms  operations.  <5.  He  is  not  enclosed  in  the 
machine,  which  is  but  small,  and  does  not  pi  e- 
vent  hi s entering  into  fissures,  or  narrow  clefts. 
6.  The  sea  being  often  dark,  as  Ralldv  in* 
forms  us,  he  may  carry  a lanthern  down* with 
him  to  the  depths  of  the  sea,  to  enlighten  the 
submarine  grottos,  or  the  holds  of  vessels,  in- 
to which  he  may  have  penetrated.  7.  The 
machine  is  not  costly,  i he  principal  novel  iy 
:n  this  machine  is  the  adoption  of  artificial 
lungs,  by  which  the  difficulty  hitherto  found  of 
breathing  in  the  sea  is  remedied. 


Mr.  Patrick,  in  his  chart  of  ten  numerals 
in  two  hundred  languages,  adds  the  following 
observations  : — “ Melancholy  is  the  fact,  that, 
if  the  population  of  Christian  Europe  be  U 0 
millions;  that  of  Christian  America  be  20  ; 
that  of  Christian  Africa  3 ; and  of  Christian 
Asia  and  Tartary  10 ; the  total  is  merely  213; 
— while  Pagan  China,  Japan,  Cochin-China, 
and  Chinese  I artary,  boast  of  4 00, 000, 0C0  of 
souls  ; india  of  100,000,000  heathens  ; and 
Siam,  Ava,  Aracan,  Asam,  and  Nepaul,  of  an 
additional  50,000,000.” 


Economy  in  Bread — The  rev’d.  F.  K?g- 
gitt,  prebendary  of  Durham,  has  lately  stated 
a successful  experiment  for  saving  the  con- 
sumption of  flour  in  making  bread.  Mr.  Hag- 
gilt  gives  the  following  account  of  the  pro- 
cess. “ 1 took  5 lb.  of  bran,  boiled  it,  and 
with  the  liquor  strained  from  it  kneaded  56  lb. 
of  flour,  adding  the  usual  quantity  of  salt  and 
yeast.  When  the  dough  was  suffic i enfcly  risen 
it  was  weighed  and  divided  into  loaves  ; the 
weight  before  being  put  into  the  oven  being 
93  lb.  13  oz  or  about  8 lb.  10  oz.  more  than  the 
«aine  quantity  of  flour  kneaded  in  the  common 
way.  It  was  then  baked  two  hours  and  some 
time  after  being  drawn  the  bread  was  weigh- 
ed, and  gave  83  lb.  8 oz. — loss  in  baking  10 
lb.  5 oz. 

The  same  quantity  flour  kneaded  with  com- 
mon water  loses  about  15  lb.  10  oz.  in  the 
baking,  and  produces  only  69  lb.  8 oz.  ofbread; 
gain  by  my  method  14  lb — that  is  a clear  in- 
crease of  one-fifth  of  the  usual  quantity  of 
bread  from  a given  quantity  of  flour.”  H* 
also  states  that  the  bran  after  being  used  in 
this  way,  is  equally  fit  for  many  domestic  pur- 
poses. 

Meteoric  Stones. — Being  a few  ca3's  age 
at  Malpas,  I w?as  alarmed  by  a very  peculiar 
appearance  of  a light  cloud,  as  if  the  heaven* 
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were  opened,  this  was  succeeded  by  the  fail  ofj  which  her  family  treated  her  on  account  of  thi» 
two  or  three  stones  of  a blackish  cast;  1 thought!  propensity,  induced  her  at  length  to  quit  her 
that  a thunder  storm  was  approaching,  but  the  paternal  mansion.  She  went  in  Paris,  and  en- 


appearance  was  so  different  from  any  tiling  I 
ever  saw  before  that  1 was  soon  convinced  to 
the  contrary. 

This  phenomenon  was  accompanied  by  an 
explosion,  something  like  the  deep  sound  of  a 
cannon  the  stones  which  fell  were  very  hot 


tered  into  the  service  of  some  persons  more 
indulgent  than  her  parents,  and  who  left  her 
at  liberty  to  drink  as  much  water  as  she  chose- 
Her  conduct  in  this  service  was  irreproacha- 
ble. At  22  years  of  age  she  was  married  to: 
a man  named  Ferry,  a cord wainer, from  wi  om 


and  soft,  as  soon  as  they  fell,  but  afterwards! she  concealed  her  ardent  thirst,  through  fear 
acquired  great  hardness.  I observed  be- j that  he  would  expose  her.  She  had  nine chil- 
fore,  that  the  appearance  of  a light  cloud  pre  jdren  in  1789 — During  the  months  she  was  in 
ceded  the  fall  of  the  stones  ; the  luminous! a family  way,  her  thirst  increased  ; slerefus- 
vapor  were  of  considerable  size. — I have  the  ed  consequently  to  quench  it  with  any  other 
stones  in  my  possess!  on,  and  should  any  of  your  drink  than  fresh  water,  of  which  she  drank 


correspondents  desire  to  sec  them,  they  -are 
ready  for  their  inspection.  I remain  yours. 

Edward  Ii 1>. 


August  ll. 


The  Relievos. — An  artist  in  a late  ingenious 
publication,  distinguishes  three  kinds  of  re- 
lievos, basso,  mezzo,  and  alto.  Basso  relievo, 
when  the  projection  is  less  than  one  half  of 
the  natural  thickness-of  the  object  represent- 
ed; such  as  is  seen  in  coins  and  medals  and 
the  freezes  and  ornaments  usually  employed 
in  buildings.  Mezzo  relievo,  when  one  half 
of  the  figure  emerges  as  it  were  from  the  sub- 
statum.  Alto  relievo,  when  the  figure  is  so 
completely  silent,  that  it  adheres  to  the  plans 
only  by  a narrow  strip. 


three  and  four  pints  at  one  time.  In  the  w in- 
ter of  17£8,  being  then  near  her  time  of  de- 
livery, she  drank  nearly  tw  o pailfuls  of  water 
in  24  hours  ; wrater  at  that  time  cost,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  rigor  of  the  season,  six 
sous  the  pail.  Her  husband,  whose  wages  did 
not  permit  him  to  furnish  the  necessary  quanti- 
ty, wentand  collected  a quantity  of  ice  and  snow, 
and  melted  it  for  her.  W hat  is  extraordinary, 
this  female,  who  enjoyed  very  good  health, could 
never  drink  a glass  of  wine,  without  feeling  a 
painful  shivering  in  her  limbs.  She  returned 
naturally  the  water  she  drank,  and  this  wate,v 
was  extremely  fetid. 


Lidia  Trade. — In  the  British  house 
lords,  on  the  2 1st  of  June,  when  the  bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  East-India 
company  was  under  discussion,  the  earl  of 
Buckingham  defended  the  part  which  extends 
the  private  trade  to  India;  which  he  said  had 
formerly  been  so  much  shackled  by  restric 
tions,  that  the 


THE  GOTHS  AND  IIUNS. 

The  terrific  honors  which  these  ferocious 
of  nations  paid  to  their  deceased  monarch s are 
recorded  in  history,  by  the  interment  of  At~ 
tila,  king  of  the  Huns,  and  A la  vie  king  of  the- 
Goths. 

Attila  died  in  453,  and  was  buried  in  the 
midst  of  a vast  campaign  in  a coffin,  which 
was  enclosed  in  one  of  gold  another  of  silver 
and  the  third  of  iron.  With  the  body  were 


American  merchants  had  de 
rived  advantages  therefrom,  which  ought  to  j interred  all  the  spoils  of  the  enemy,  harnesses 


have  been  enjoyed  by  the  English  merchants; 
and  who  will  in  future  enjoy  it.  He  stated, 
that  the  trade  of  the  Americans  with  India 


embroidered  with  gold  and  studded  with  jew- 
els, rich  silks,  and  whatever  they  had  taken 
most  precious  in  the  palaces  of  the  kings  they 


in  1806 — 7,  amounted  to  not  less  than  two ! had  pillaged,  and  that  the  place  of  his  inter- 
millions  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  which  j ment  might  for  ever  remain  concealed,  the 
exceeded  by  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  Huns  deprived  of  life  all  who  assisted  at  his 
the  whole  private  trade  of  the  British  mdr-jburial. 

The  Goths  had  done  nearly  the  same  for- 


chants  that  year. 


The  water  drinkers. — In  a foreign  journal 
are  the  following  remarkable  cases  of  female 
water  drinkers. 

“ Catherine  B'eansergent  has  been  distin- 
guished from  the  most  tender  age,  by  a thirst 
which  nothing  could  quench.  In  her  infancy 
she  drank  two  pailfuls  of  water  every  day. — 

When  her  parents  endeavored  to  prevent  her 
drinking  water  so  abundantly,  she  procured 
it  clandestinely  ; in  summer,  from  the  river,  Grecian  Antiquities — A few  months  since, 

from  fountains,  and  the  houses  of  neighbors, las  a laborer  was  tilling  a field  in  the  vicini- 
even  in  the  streets ; and  in  winter,  with  pieces |ty  of  Bordeaux,  the  ploughshare  struck  a- 
<of  ice  or  from  snow,  which  she  melted  pri-igamst  something  hard.  On  examining  the 
lately  night  and  day,  The  harsh  manner  in 'spot,  he  found  that  it  was  a brick,  which  had 


Alaric  in  410,  atCosenca.  a town  in  Calabria 
— They  turned  aside  the  river  Vaaento,  and 
having  formed  a grave  in  the  midst  of  its  bed 
where  its  course  was  most  rapid,  they  interred 
this  king  with  prodigious  accumulations  of 
riches— A her  having  caused  the  river  to  re- 
assume  its  usual  course  they  murdered, -with  - 
out. exception,  all  these  who  had  been  con 
cerr.ed  in  digging  this  singular  grave. 
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fcs&n  partly  detached  from  what  seemed  to  be 
loe  outside  of  a vault.  He  took  up  the  brick, 
and  perceived  that  his  conjectures  were  well 
founded,  ani  immediately  informed  the  owner 
of  the  estate  of  his  discovery.  Workmen 
were  employed  to  effect  an  opening  through 
the  top,  and  a square  burying  place  was  found 
which  contained  two  coffins  made  of  the  finest 
marble  of  Paris,  and  lying  along  side  each 
other.*  On  opening  them,  the  well  preserved 
bodies  of  a man  and  woman  appeared,  which 
must  have  laid  there  neat  ly  two  thousand 
years,  as  the  inscriptions  in  Greek  characters 
on  the  marble  announced,  that  they  were  the  ever  was  witnessed  ; and  what  stems  came  up 


of  the  surrounding  country  ; persons  far  and 
near  are  resorting  to  view  it.  His  crop  of 
wheat,  last  year  completely  failed  ; but  with 
out  fresh  ploughing,  sowing,  or  manure,  tlieic 
has  this  year  sprung  up  from  each  old  root 
from  60  to  66  stalks,  each  hearing  as  many 
ears,  and  these  ears,  are  as  much  as  5 iiicl  es 
in  length,  full  of  the  finest  grain  imagi- 
nable;  and,  what  is  more  astonishing,  a new 
stalk  is  springing  from  the  first  joint  ; the 
nature  of  the  grain  seems,  how  ever,  to  have 
been  changed  by  being  so  long  in  the  ground; 
it  is  now  as  line  a piece  of  lammas  wheat  as 


bodies  of  a Grecian  prince  and  his  wife,  who ' last  year  produced  remarkable  bearded  ears, 
informer  ages  had  formed  a settlement  on  jThe  burthen  appears  so  miraculously  abun- 


these  coasts  beyond  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  dant,  that  the  grateful  man  looks  upon  him- 


self as  particularly  favored  by  Providence. 

An  extensive  establishment  has  recently 
been  formed  near  Toulouse,  in  France,  lor  the 
inanufaetui^  of  indigo,  from  the  v.cad  plank 
The  experiments  are  said  to  have  beer:  ex- 
tremely successful,  and  the  coloring  matter 
obtained  by  a chemical  process,  imparts  a bril- 
Trant  and  solid  dye  to  the  finest  woolen  cloths, 
, fancying  he  would  obtain  higher  terms; linen  stuffs,  cottons  and  silks. 

doctrine  or  the  trinity. 

The  following  is  an  act  lately  passed  to  relieve 
persons  who  impugn  the  doctrine  of  the  Ho- 
ly Trinity  from  certain  penalties. 


These  antiquated  remains  of  frail  mortality 
were  committed  to  their  parent  dust:  but  the 
coffins,  which  are  of  the  most  exquisite  work- 
manship were  shown  for  the  gratification  of 
the  curious.  The  French  government,  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  discovery,  offered  120,000 
franks  (50001.  sterling)  to  its  possessor,  in 
tending  to  remove  the  marble  sarcophagi  to 
the  imperial  museum;  but  he  refused  that 
sum,  v ^ 

if  he  exported  them  to  England. 

As  they  have  not  yet  made  their  appear- 
ance on  our  shores,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
he  has  been  prevented  by  authority  from  rob- 
bing France  of  the  Grecian  antiquities,  so 
long  slumbering  in  her  bosom;  and  that  after 
all  they  may  have  been  seized  as  national  pro- 
perty. 

Some  remains  of  a Roman  building  and 
other  Roman  antiquities,  were  lately  disco- 


:n  y 

majesty  an  act  was  passed, 
for  the  further  relief  of  protestant  dissenting 
ministers  and  schoolmasters,  and  ilis  expedient 
to  enact  as  herein  a fter  provided  ; be  it  there- 
vered  at  W raxetall  wood,  in  trie  parish  of  fore  enacted  by  the  king's  excellent  majesty, 


Some  laborers  in 


Ditteredge,  near  Bath, 
grubbing  up  a part  of  a coppice,  discovered, 
among  other  things,  fragments  of  seven  or 
eight  columns,  nearly  of  the  Tuscan  order, 
small  pieces  of  fresco  paintings  of  Roman 
brick,  small  aqueducts,  scarified  tiles,  and 
other  indications  of  baths  and  rotatories; 
places  that  appear  to  have  had  intense  heat  in 
them,  in  horizontal  flues;  a stone  tablet,  with 
a groove  round  the  edge  of  it  for  preparing 
the  sacrifice. 

Another  stone  tablet,  with  an  oval  basin 
cut  into  it,  which  appeared  to  have  borne  the 
effects  of  ordinary  fire;  charcoal  and  bones  of 
various  animals;  urns,  basins,  and  other  uten- 
sils, of  black  and  red  pottery,  a vessel  of  glass, 
a specimen  of  fiat  window  glass,  a fabulum 
and  dome, i small  brass  coins,  together  with 
stones,  &.C.  with  which  the  building  bad  been 
roofed.  The  columns  were  preserved,  the 
altars,  flues,  glass  pottery,  &c.  were  deranged 
and  dispersed  by  the  laborers,  and  the  great 
est  part  of  the  coins  were  thrown  away. 


A field  of  wheat  belonging  to  M 


Whereas,  in  the  ISth 


car  of  his  present 
entitled  An  act. 


by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lores 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the-same.  that  so ‘much  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Willian  and  Queen  Mary,  inti  tied  “ An  act 
for  exempting  his  majesty’s  protestant  sub- 
jects, dissenting  from  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws,  as  pro- 
vides that  that  act  or  .any  thing  therein”  con- 
tained should  notextendto  give  any  ease,  bene 
fit  cr  advantage  to  persons  denying  the  trinity 
as  therein  mentioned,  be  and  thesaine  is  hereby 
repealed 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  provi- 
sions of  another  act  passed  in  the  ninth  and 
tenth  years  of  the  reign  of  king  William,  in 
titled  “ an  act  for  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sing blasphemy  and  profaneness”  so  far  as  the 
same  relate  to  persons  denying  therein  as  men- 
tioned, respecting  the  Holy  Trinity  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  an  act, 
passed  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the 
Lewis,  hirst  parliament  of  Ming  Charles  II.  infilled 


farmer  of  Purton,  Wilts,  claims  the  admiration 1 ‘ A n act  against  the  crime  of  blasphemy  ai.U 
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another  act,  passed  in  the  parliament  ol  king 
William,  entitled  “an  act  against  blasphemy;” 
which  acts  respectively  ordain  the  punishment 
of  death  ; be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  said 
acts  and  each  of  them  shall  be,  and  the  same 
urc  hereby  repealed. 

A nd  be  it  further  enacted,  that  this  act  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a public  act,  and 
sha  ll  be  judicia  lly  taken  notice  of  as  such  by 
all  judges,  justices  and  others,  without  being 
{specially  pleaded. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

THE  MURDER  OF  LIEUTENANT  BLUNDELL. 

Hirse  Guards,  September  10,  1813. — -True 
commander  in  chief  is  persuaded,  that  the  late 
trial  of  ensign  Edward  MHuiire,  6th  West  In- 
dia regiment  ; ensign  James  Gilchrist,  6th 
West  India  regiment  ; lieutenant  Anthony 
Dillon,  101  st,  regiment ; ensign  Daniel  O'Bri- 
en, 101st  regiment  ; for  the  heinous  crime  of 
murder,  has  excited  the  liveliest  interest  and 
anxiety  throughout  the  army.  His  royal  high- 
ness has  therefore  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
"thefollowingletter,  which  he  has  received  from 
thelord  viscount  Sidmouth,  one  of  his  majesty’s 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  shall  be  publish- 
ed in  general  orders  ; 

“ Whitehall,  September  8 -—In  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  prince  regent,  I have  the 
honor  of  acquainting  your  royal  highness^  as 
that  it  is  his  roval  highness's  gracious  intern 
tion  not  to  order  the  sentence  upon  the  four 
officers  of  the  army,  who  were  capitally  con- 
victed at  the  last  assizes  at  Winchester,  of  the 
murder  oflieut.  Blundell,  of  the  1 01  st  regiment 
of  foot,  to  be  carried  into  execution,  but  to  grant 
them  the  royal  pardon. 

I think  it  incumbent  upon  me,  at  the  same 
time,  to  lay  it  before  your  royal  highness  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  advanced  upon  the  trial 
of  those  officers  ; from  which  it  appears,  that 
the  original  disagreement  between  lieutenant 
Blundell  and  ensign  M'Guire  arose  from  a 
trivial  capse  ; that  no  attempt  was  made  to 
reconcile  the  parties,  but  on  the  contrary,  that 
instead  of  those  efforts,  which  if  properly  and 
seasonably  exerted,  might  have  had  the  happy 
effect  of  preventing  the  meeting,  which  led  to 
the  fatal  result  ; great  pains  were  most  un- 
warrantahly  taken  to  promote  and  instigate  it. 
This  observation,  I an;  bound  to  state,  refers 
more  especially  to  lieutenant  Dillon,  who, 
from  his  rank  in  the  regiment,  and  his  standing 
in  the  army,  was  peculiarly  called  upon  to  ex- 
ercise his  influence  and  authority  for  a purpose 
y ery  different  from  that  to  which  they  were  ap- 
plied 

“ l deem  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  sub 
nut  this  representation  to  your  royal  highness, 
and  l do  so  in  the  full  persuasion,  that  your 
royal  highness  will  be  pleased  to  cause  such 
IfolfS  tp  be  taken  upon  this  gainful  occasion, 


as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall,  upon 
consideration,  be  found  to  require. 

Signed,  “ SIDMOUTII.” 

While  the  awful  sentence  of  the  law  was 
pending,  the  commander  in  chief  abstained 
from  expressing  any  opinion  on  this  most  dis- 
tressing occasion.  His  royal  highness,  now 
feels  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take  their  part, 
which  a due  regard  to  the  discipline  and  cha- 
racter of  the  arm}'  demands. 

The  commander  in  chief  is  sincerely  rejoic- 
ed that  the  clemency  ofliis  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
of  his  majesty,  has  been  graciously  extended  to 
these  officers,  and  has  prevented  their  suffering 
an  ignominious  death. 

The  offe  nce  of  which  they  have  been  guilty, 
cannot,  however,  in  a military  point  of  view 
remain  unnoticed. 

On  a due  consideration  of  all  the  circium- 
stanees  attending  this  transaction,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  is  induced  to  think,  that  of  all 
the  parties  concerned,  the  unfortunate  officer 
who  lost  his  life,  and  the  yet  more  unfortunate 
one  by  whose  hand  his  comrade  fell,  are  the 
least  culpable  ; theyr  appear  not  to  have  been 
actuated  by  any  personal  animosity,  but  to  have 
been  instigated  and  governed  by  the  advice  of 
pthers, 

The  commander  in  chief  is  greatly  concern- 
ed to  observe,  that  no  such  palliation  can  be 
adduced  in  the  cases  of  lieutenant  Dillon,  en- 
sign Gilchrist,  and  ensign  O'Brien. 

Their  interference  was  equally  uncalled  for 
and  unnecessary,  and  tended  not  as  might  have 
been  expected,  to  settle  the  trivial  difference 
which  existed  between  their  brother  officers, 
but  to  magnify  its  importance,  and  to  instigate 
them  to  the  measure  which  had  led  to  so  fatal 
a result. 

The  commander  in  chief,  therefore,  has  it 
in  command  to  convey  to  all  these  officers  the 
highest  displeasure  of  the  prince  yegent,  for 
conduct  so  unmilitary  and  disgraceful  ; and  to 
notify  to  them,  that  they  are  no  longer  officers 
in  his  majesty’s  seryice,  but  his  royal  highness 
being  disposed  in  this  decision  to  attend  to 
the  distinction  which  appears  in  their  conduct, 
and  observing  that  lieutentant  Dillon,  who, 
from  his  rank  and  standing  in  the  army,  ought 
to  have  set  a different  example,  has  throughout 
taken  the  most  prominent  part  in  these  outra- 
geous proceedings,  and  greatly  influenced  the 
conduct  of  ensign  Gilchrist  and  OBrien,  is 
pleased  to  limit  the  declaration  of  being  inca- 
pable of  ever  serving  his  majesty  in  any  mili- 
tary^ capacity,  to  Anthony  Dillon,  late  lieuten- 
ant in  the  101st  regiment. 

The  commander  in  chief  directs,  that  this 
order  shall  be  entered  in  the  orderly  books, 
and  read  at  the  head  o/ every  regiment  apd 
corps  in  the  service.  He  hopes  it  will  prove 
an  useful  and  impressive  lesson  to  the  young 
'officers  of  the  army,  and  a warning  to  thei}^ 
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of  the  fatal  consequences  of  allowing  them 
selves  to  be  misled  by  erroneous  notions  and 
false  principles  of  honor;  which,  when  right- 
ly unlerstood  and  leading  to  its  legitimate  ob- 
ject, is  the  brightest  gem  in  the  character  of  a 
6'oldier. 


quantities  of  sugar  made  in  the  ingenies  or 
mills  In  the  year  1723,  in  the  city  ot  Mea- 
nt!, were  eight  hundred  families.  Their  prin- 
cipal commerce  was  in  sugar  and  syrups  made 
in  four  sugar  works,  from  the  plantations  of 
canes,  which  reached  from  the  south  side 


By  his  royal  highness  the  commander  in  down  to  the  sea  side  ; but  these  and  the  other 
chiefs  command.  sugar  works  are  greatly  decayed,  by  reasom 

‘H  CALVERT,  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  excessive  duties,  'ihis  with  the  in- 
creased  demand  for  sugar,  on  the  prevailing  use 


HISTORY  OF  SUGAR. 

From  Pennant  s history  of  Indostan. 


of  chocolate  in  the  kingdom,  which  requires 
double  the  quantity  of  that  article,  has  occa- 
Sugar  wasVriginally  brought  from  India  by  sioned  a drain  of  a million  of  dollars  out  of 
the  introduction  of  the  plant  Saecharum  Qfji-  the  country,  in  payment  for  sugar,  preserves 
cinarum.  I shall  here  give  some  account  ofjand  other  confectionaries — This  is  very  extras 
this  useful  article,  audits  various  removals  ordinary,  considering  that  Spain  is  possessed 
from  its  native  place  into  Europe,  where  it  0f  some  ofthe  finest  sugar  islands,  besides  the 
was  for  some  ages,  cultivated  with  great  sue- power  of  manufacturing  it  within  its  home  do- 
cess.  “ Arabia,  ’ says  Pliny,  “ produces  Sac-  minions. 
caron , but  the  best  is  in  India.  It  is  a honey 


collected  from  reeds,  a sort  of  white  gum, 
brittle  between  the  teeth,  the  largest  pieces  do 
not  exceed  the  size  of  a nut,  and  is  used  onjy  in 
medicine.” 


From  the  BetJfjrtl  (Pa.)  Gazette,  Sept.  1813- 

THE  MAMMOTH. 

On  Saturday  last,  on  clearing  out  the  Chaly- 
beate spring,  on  Mr.  Funk’s  farm  about  one 


The  cane  was  ^ article  of  commerce  in  ve-..je  prom  ^is  pjace,  the  bones  of  a Mammoth 
ry  early  times.  The  prophet  Isaiah,  (xiv.*  •)  Were  discovered  between  four  and  five  feet 
and  Jeremiah,  (vi.  20)  make  mention  or  i .-—  under  p-r0und.  The  part  first  discovered,  was 
“ Thou  hast  brought  me  no  sweet  cane  w,tJ'  one  ]ia]f  0f  the  l3n^er  jaw,  in  almost  perfect 
the  money,”  says  the  first,  and  the  second,  Lreservation.  The  remainder  of  the  skeleton 
1°  w^lat  purpose  corneth  there  to  me  beiwa8  traced  as  far  as  the  ribs,  which  were  near 
sweet  cane  from  a far  country  • Bioug,  feet  ]ong.  but  on  handling  the  bones, 

for  the  luxury  of  the  juice,  either  extracted  °y  |and  exposing  them  to  the  air,  they  fell  into 
tion,  or  by  some  other  means.  In  the  notes  > he  part  ofthe  jaw  obtained,  wei 


su 


ghs 


wx  pieces,  ,'i  ne  part  or  the  jav 

on  the  elegant  poem,  the  Sugar  ane , oc~,about  26  pounds:  and  contains  (in  its  socket) 

tor  Grainger  informs  us  that  at  ns  ne  raw one  comv)]ete  tooth  cr  grinder,  measuring  in 
juice  was  made  use  of  ; they  afterwarus  boi  - ]en£.th  about  six  inches,  and  in  breadth  about 
ed  it  into  a syrup  anu  in  process  of  time,  an  thp^e  and  a half;— its  depth  cannot  be  ascer- 
inebriating  spirit  was  prepared  therefrom  by  :tailied  until  it  is  extracted.  The  tooth  is  co- 
fermentation. ivered  with  a dark  glossy  enamel,  as  hard  as 

Sugar  w s first  ma^e  10m  ie  ree  .’ in  ifiint,  and  has  ho  signs  of  decay.  The  whole 
Egypt,  from  thence  the  plant  was  carried  into 
whir-h  in  the  t.welfth  century.  surralied 


Sicily,  which  in  the  twelfth  century,  supplied 
manv  parts  of  Europe  with  that  commodity  ; 
and  from  thence,  a period  unknown,  it  was 
probably  brought  into  Spain  by  the  Moors. 
From  Spain  the  reed  was  planted  in  the  Cana- 
ry Isles,  and  then  inMadeira  by  thePortuguese. 
This  happened  about  the  year  1506.  In  the 
same  year  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  ordered 
the  cane  to  be  carried  from  the  Canaries  to  St  . 
Domingo.  From  those  islands  the  art  of  mak 
ing  sugar  was  introduced  into  the  islands  of 
Hispaniola,  and  in  about  the  year  1623  into 
the  Brazils  ; the  reed  itself  growing  sponta 
neously  in  both  those  countries.  Till  thal 
time  sugar  was  a most  expensive  luxury,  and 
used  only,  as  Mr.  Anderson  observes,  in  feasts 
and  physical  necessities. 

I shall  here  anticipate  the  account  of  the 
state  of  sugar  in  Spain,  where  in  Europe  it 
first  became  stationary,  borrowing  it  from  the 


head  of  the  animal  is  supposed  to  have  weighed 
;vb  out 400 lbs. — theanimal  itself,  about  4,  OOOlbs- 
Tiie  extraordinary  jaw  bone  is  at  present  de- 
posited in  the  post  office  for  the  inspection  ©f 
the  curious. 


ANT E-DELUVI AN  CURI O S ITI E S . 

Watertown , (N.  Y.)  Jug.  24*. 

A gentleman  on  a tour  to  the  westward  this 
summer  on  exploringthe  mountains  and  ledges 
n the  county  of  Oneida,  has  found  a variety 
of  valuable  petrifactions,  consisting  of  sea- 
hell  fish,  &.e.  most  of  them  "were  found  en- 
closed in  the  softer  kind  of  lime-rock  ; some 
of  them  deep  in  the  lime-stone  quay.  In 
Jefferson  county,  near  Sackett’s  Harbour,  he 
has  found  some  still  more  extraordinary  ; 
among  them  are  a large  specie  of  coral,  and 
the  weapons  or  tusks  of  several  non-described 


animals  which,  the  appearance  of  their 
9th  volume  of  my  outlines  of  the  globe.  Ititeeth,  &lc.  must  have  been  very  formidable, 
was  till  late  years  cultivated  to  great  advan-jand which  as  materialists  say,  must  have  had 
tag.e  ip  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  ana  their  existence  previous  to  the  general  deluge 
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DOCTOR  FRANKLIN. 


I Cape  Hen  I open  channel,  the  ship  and  brio* 

I nrli  nor  in  £rv*»  i /»  ^ 


doctor  Price  and  doctor  Priestly . and  ma 
ny  other  of  the  virtuous  men  of  tcose  times, 
still  retained  his  warmest  recollection  till 
death.  But  those  characters  who  had  join- 
ed the  ministry,  in  their  hostility  to  this 
country,  he  renounced  their  connexion  and 
friendship,  as  abhorrent  to  his  nature.  He 
was  perfect  master  of  those  virtuous  distinc- 
tions between  friendship  for  individuals,  and 
love  for  his  country.  He 
a conduct  suitable  to  the  cr 
letter,  written  by  him,  addressed  to  one  of  his 
former  friends  in  London,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  war,  will  shew  the 
promptness  of  his  decision,  and  the  energy  of 
his  mind : 

Philadelphia , July  5,  1 775. 

“ Ma.  Straiian.: — You  are  a member  of 
that  parliament,  and  have  formed  part  of  that 
majority,  which  has  condemned  my  nation  to 


destruction.  You  have  begun  to  burn  our 
towns,  and  to  destroy  their  inhabitants.  Look 
at  your  hands  l ! they  are  stained  with  the 
blood  of  your  relations,  and  your  acquaintan- 
ces. You  and  I were  long  friends  ; you  are 
at  present  my  enemy — and  I am  yours 

B Fit  AN  KLIN.” 

Thus  did  this  illustrious  man  renounce  all 
foreign  partialities,  that  were  inimical  to  the 
rights  of  his  country.  The  same  old  leaven  of 
hostility  has  again  broken  out  upon  us.  Again 
are  our  towns  on  fire,  and  their  inhabitants 
murdered  in  cold  blood;  it  is  therefore  full  time, 
that  all  British  partialities  of  the  present  day 
he  renounced — that  every  man  who  has  an  Ame- 
rican heart,  should  prove  it,  by  his  readiness  to 
sacrifice  his  life  in  defence  of  our  rights,  and 
repel  the  bloody  invader  of  our  peace. 

In  1775,  it  was  becoming  a moral  and  reli- 
gious people  to  renounce  even  the  most  sincere 
friendships  for  our  enemy.  Our  Christian  cler- 
gy then  most  fervently  prayed  for  the  triumph 
of  the  American  arms,  by  land  and  by  sea, 
even  over  thb  bulzc ark  of  our  religion.  It  is 
now  more  necessary  than  ever,  for  a moral 
and  religious  people,  to  gird  on  the  sword  of 
justice,  and  smite  our  enemies  to  the  ground  : 
yea  even  to  rejoice  at  our  victories,  by  land  and 
by  sea,  over  our  bloody  foe ; and  the  man  who 
who  docs  not  so  rejoice,  is  not  one  of  the  moral 
and  religious  people  of  this  commonwealth,  or 
nation.  [ Boston  Patriot. 

Journal  of  the  Ryder  Ally. 

April  8,  1782 — At  10  A.  M.  laying  at  anchor 
under  cape  May,  (Delaware)  discovered  three 
sail  standing  in  from  sea,  with  a light  wind 
from  the  eastward  ; at  1 1 perceived  that  they 
were  a frigate,  a ship,  a sloop  of  war,  and  an 
armedbrig — At  meredian  the  frigate  stood  for 


ed  the  convoy — At  1 P.  M.  the  ship  and  brig 
came  into  the  bay  by  cape  May  channel,  the 
ingate  coming  round  under  cape  Henlopen  ; 
prepared  for  action,  ail  hands  to  quarters  ; at 
8 4 past  1,  the  brig  passed  us,  after  giving  us 
two  fires  ; we  reserved  our  fire  for  the  ship, 
then  fast  coining  up  ; we  received  very  little 
damage  from  the  brig,  who  stood  after  our 
convoy — she  mounted  sixteen  guns,  and  was 
Ie  therefore  adopted  formerly  the  American  privateer  “ Fair  Ame- 
irisis.  T he  following  rican,’  commanded  by  capt.  Decatur  and  equal 
to  us  in  force — At  2 P.  M.  the  ship  ranged  up 
on  our  starboard  quarters  and  fired  two  guns 
at  us  ; we  were  then  at  good  pistol  shot ; we 
then  attempted  to  run  her  on  board,  by  laying 
her  across  the  starboard  bow,  our  yard  arms 
locked,  which  kept  us  too  far  off  to  board  ; at 
the  same  time  poured  m our  broadside  from 
great  guns  and  small  arms ; our  fire  was  brisk- 
ly kept  up  for  twenty-six  minutes,  when  she 
struck  her  colors — Immediately  sent  our  first 
lieutenant  on  board,  and  stood  up  the  bay,  the 
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it  this  time  under 
chase  after  us,  and  the  brig  ahead  in  chase  of 
our  convoy  ; again  prepared  for  action,  and 
stood  after  the  brig,  but  on  her  perceiving  that 
the  ship  hadstruck,  she  stood  for  the  frigate  and 
got  aground;  we  were  obliged  topass  he*,  as  the 
frigate  gained  upon  us— At  As  P M.  the  frigate 
came  to  anchor  in  the  bay,  (supposed  for  want 
of  a pilot)—  W e then  spoke  the  prize  for  the  first 
time,  and  learnt  she  zcas  his  majesty's  ship 
the  general  Monk,  captain  Rodgers,  of  1 0 nine 
pounders,  but  fighting  20  guns,  and  had  on 
board,  when  the  action  began,  136  men,-  of 
which  30  were  killed,  fifty-three  wounded— of 
16  officers  on  board,  15  were  killed  or  wound- 
ed ; the  captain  received  three  wounds  ; we 
had  on  board  the  Ilyder  Ally  4 killed  and  1 1 
wounded  The  Ilyder  Ally  mounted  12  six 
pounders  and  4 nine  pounders,  with  a comple- 
ment of  i 15  men.  During  the  action  we  fired 
13  broadsides  from  our  cannon,  and  from  60 
to  70  rounds  from  our  muskets. 

Proportion  of  metal — The  Gen.  Monk,  10 
nine  pounders,  fired  90  weight  of  shot  at  one 
broadside. 

The  Hyder  Ally,  6 sixes  and  2 nines,  fired 
54  weight  of  shot  at  one  broadside. 
Proportion,  fifty  to  ninety. 

PATENT  LOOM. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  concerned  in 
manufactures , in  Neiv- Jersey,  to  his  friend  in 
Philadelphia. 

“You  ask  my  opinion  of  the  patent  looms, 
rights  of  using  which  have  lately  been  sold 
here  for  several  of  our  counties.  In  a few  days 
you  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  most 
perfect  thing  of  the  kind  ever  exhibited,  mid 
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with  it  the  very  ingenious  inventor,  captain 
Walter  Jarves,  of  Connecticut,  to  whose  ge- 
nius and  close  application  for  many  years  we 
are  indebted  for  these  extraordinary  improve- 
ments. lie  is  now  here  on  his  way  to  your 
pla-e— as  soon  as  his  loom  was  shewn,  we  got 
convinced  of  its  superiority;  the  imperfections 
of  the  others  were  visible,  and  the  illicited 
principle  of  some  so  glaring  as  to  convince 
the  most  sceptic — They  are  therefore  laid 
aside,  and  many  gentlemen  who  had  pur 
chased  districts,  will  have,  some  five,  some 
seven  hundred,  and  some  even  one  thousand 
dollars.  This  loom  of  captain  Jarvcs’s,  from 
its  simplicity  and  portability,  as  w?ell  a6  dura-' 
bilit.y,  and  from  its  complete  mechanical  ope- 
ration and  mathematical  proportions,  I think 
bids  fair  not  only  to  immortalize  the  inven- 
tor, but  to  be  a great  and  universal  saving  of 
labor,  time  and  expence,  for  by  merely  moving 
the  batten  or  lathe,  every  movement  neces- 
sary to  any  loom  is  effected,  and  in  so  doing, 
the  operator  may  bland  or  sit,  and  w ork  with 
one  band  or  both,  and  a child  of  ten  or  tw  elve 
years  old,  may  be  taught  in  a few  weeks  or 
even  days,  to  do  as  well  as  a weaver  in  the 
old  wav  would  do  in  years — by  that  simple 
motion,  the  treddles  are  depressed,  the  webb 
let  down  and  taken  up,  the  shuttle  thrown 
with  a degree  of  precision  and  celerity  that 
.is  truly  astonishing;  the  quantum  doneis  about 


constant  subsistence  for  the  New  Y ork  csta 
blishment  on  the  North  Western  coast. 

Vancouver  enjoined  it  on  the  natives  that 
they  should  religiously  abstain  f rom  killing  any 
of  tlie  horned  cattle  for  the  space  of  twenty 
years;  that  period  nearly  expired  when  our 
informant  left  the  island,  which  is  not  more 
than  two  yebrs  ago.  lhe  cat  tle  had  increased 
very  much,  and  the  natives  were  furnished 
with  a number  of  other  domestic  animals,  pro 
mising  abundant  supplies  to  their  European 
and  American  visitors. 

T mahamah  king  or  despot  of  Owhyhee  ahd 
all  the  neighboring  isles,  is  esteemed  the 
“Peter  the  Great,”  of  the  South  Sea.  He  lias 
taken  into  his  service  about  fifty  Americans, 
and  eight  or  ten  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  ad- 
venturers; he  has  built  a pretty  strong  fort 
mounted  with  about  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
in  which  he  keeps  his  arms,  ammunition  and 
merchandize;  200  men  mount  guard  regularly, 
armed  with  clean  muskets  and  bayonets  in 
good  order.  His  prime  minister  wdiom  he  calls 
Billy  Pitt,  is  a fellow  of  great  sagacity;  with 
this  man  he  superintends  the  carpenters,  ship- 
wrights and  blacksmiths,  attends  the  lading 
and  unlading  his  schooners,  w hich  trade  as  far 
as  China.  His  laws  or  taboos,  are  strictly 
adhered  to,  and  a breach  is  punished  in  a most 
summary  manner;  stripes  are  the  general  pu- 
nishment for  small  offences;  for  the  breach  of 


double  that  of  the  common  loom,  with  less  the  t boo,  death  is  immediately  inflicted  wdth 
than  half  the  labor — and  you  must  be  con-|0ut  much  ceremony.  A single  instance  which 
vinced,  that  a webb  kept  at  equal  tension  and;  was  related  to  us,  will  pour  tray  the  power  of 
the  heddles  sprung  by  the  same  power  at  ailiTamahamah  over  his  subjects.  Almost  every 
times,  will  make  the  most  evenly  work  possi-j  Englishman  that  arrives  there,  is  anxious  to 
hie.  In  one  moment  you  can  set  your  loom ! purchase  some  relic  of  their  unfortunate  coun- 
for  thick  otthineloth.  and  for  single  cr  double  j tryman,  Cook;  and  the  natives  have  sold  up- 
work,  and  of  any  width — and  once  set,  you  wards  of  fifty  stones — each  stone  being  th© 


have  no  more  change  until  the  webb  is  done 
I request  you  will  not  purchase  any  of  these 
spurious  things  that  are  carried  about,  until 
you  see  Jarves's,  when  I am  convinced  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  stands  pre-eminent 
amongst  the  most  perfect  and  greatest  efforts 
of  human  genius  ever  presented  to  the  pub- 
lic” 


OWHYHEE. 

A gentleman  belonging  to  the  Fur  Com- 
pany established  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
river,  who  lately  arrived  here  over  land  from 
the  establishment  informs  us,  that  frequent 
trips  are  made  t©  Owhyhee’ for  provisions. 

The  name  of  the  place  is  rendered  familiar  to 
every  one 'as  the  spot  which  terminated  the 
useful  career  of  that  celebrated  circumnavi- 
gator, captain  James  Cook. 

It  is  perhaps  equally  well  known  that  cap- 
tain Vancouver  gave  the  islanders  several  hogs 
and  cattle,  male  and  female — they  have  in 
creased  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  not  onl}T 
to  afford  supplies  for  those  hardy  children  of 
the  ocean  who  visit  that  region,  but  to  offer  althe  banana  and  yagaV,  cultivate  the  Eui 


identical  stone  which  knocked  the  captain 
down.  This  trafic  was  for  some  time  carried 
on  unknown  to  Tamahamah,  but  when  in- 
formed of  it,  he  lampood  and  erected  a temple 
on  the  spot  where  Cook  was  killed — he  next 
ordered  that  divine  honors  should  be  paid  him, 
and  that  no  person  should  enter  within  the 
sacred  circle,  unless  he  was  purified,  and  on 
no  other  account  whatever  was  a stone  to  he 
removed  from  the  premises.  Not  long  after 
this  injunction, another  English  virtuoso  temp-, 
ted  a poor  man  to  sell  an  identical  stone.  The 
circumstance  was  soon  communicated  to  Ta- 
mahamah,  who  had  the  culprit  instanstly  dis- 
patched. 

Fishing  is  the  constant  employment  of  the 
men;  wrar  is  no  more  heard  of  there;  for  all 
the  neighboring  islands  have  been  some  time 
conquered  and  are  governed  by  chiefs  sent 
from  Owhyhee.  Some  white  men  are  appoint- 
ed chiefs — but  the  greater  number  are  of  such 
character  as  not  to  be  trusted.  The  women, 
as  in  all  savage  countries,  perform  all  kinds  of 
servile  labor,  They  collect  the  bread  fruit, 
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seeds,  and  plant,  spin,  weave  and  make  their 
cloth,  fabricate  their  household  kitchen  fur- 
niture, build  their  cabins  and  in  short  perform 
every  kind  of  domestic  labor.  They  are  with- 
al cheerful  and  appear  happy,  possess  elegant 
forms  and  carriage,  they  would  appear  only 
for  their  copper  skins,  born  to  please.  A tall, 
corpulent  woman,  is  esteemed  a beauty  with 
these  people;  Tamahamah’s  principle  wife  is 
about  7 feet  high,  and  three  and  a half  yards 
in  circumference  round  the  breast.  She  was, 
as  well  as  her  husband,  extremely  hospitable 
to  strangers:  her  majesty,  accompanied  by  her 
nymphs,  would  often  dash  amid  the  foaming 
billows,  swim  round  the  ship,  and  reach  the 
shore  in  safety  after  sporting  with  the  angry 
waves  for  hours.  Misssouri  Gaz, 


Mr.  Turnbull,  the  last  circumnavigator 
that  has  published  the  history  of  his  voyage, 
has  introduced,  in  a new  and  enlarged  edition 
of  his  work  in  quarto,  a prodigious  number 
of  new  facts  relative  to  the  interesting  islands 
of  the  Pacific.  Among  other  novelties,  he 
mentions  a circumstance,  connected  with  geo 
logical  speculation,  which  deserves  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  our  pages.  In  the  voyage  of  Perouse. 
that  navigator  describes  a reef  of  shoal  banks, 
a few  degrees  north  of  Owhyhee,  where  he 
suggested  that  a pearl  fishery  might  be  esta- 
blished to  advantage,  and  he  states  that  the 
French  frigates  sailed  over  them.  Some  com- 
mercial persons,  in  consequence,  lately  engaged 
divers  and  visited  the  spot,  but  were  astonish- 
ed to  find,  not  only  that  no  vessel  can  now  sail 
•ver  these  banks,  but  that  through  a large  ex- 
tent they  afford  but  two  or  three  feet  water, 
and  in  many  places  exhibit  verdant  spots  above 
the  water.  An.  Magazine. 
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